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CONTP.NTS 


Questions and Answers. 

Unstarred Questwns and Answers 

Election of Members to the Standing Committee on Pilgrim- 
age to the Hedjaz. 

The Indian Finance Bill — Discussion on the consideration of 
clauses adjournea. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Friday, 21tt March, 1930 


The Assembly met m the Assembh Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr President m the Chair 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES 

Racial Discrimination in Recreation provided fob Apprentices 
OF THE Kharagpur Railway Workshops 

690. *Mr. S. 0. HStra: Is it a fact that the Bengal Nagpur Railway Ad' 
ministration have made provisions m the rules for all their Anglo-Indian and 
European apprentices in the Kharagpur Railway Workshops, for all sorts 
of recreations, sports, amusements and easements and that no such provi- 
sions exist in the luies toi their Indian approntices there‘s If so, what is 
the reason for this differential treatment? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The answer to the first part of the question is*in 
the affirmative 

In regard to the second part I have called for information from the Rail- 
way Administration and will communicate with the Honourable Member 
when it IS received 

Numbers of European and Indian Apprentices in the Kharagpur 
Railway Workshops. 

691. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government please state the number 
of European (excludmg the Anglo-Indian) and Indian apprentices now 
under trammg in the Kharagpur Railway Workshops and how many of them 
are attached to the Loco , Carnage, Wagon and other shops, respectiveh ? 

(b) What is the total number of apprentices m the Kharagpur Railway 
Workshops ? 

Hr. A. A. L. Parsons: With your permission Sir, I propose to answer 
this and the following question together I have called for information and 
will communicate with the Honourable Member when it is received 

Grievances of Apprentices in the Kharagpur Railway Workshops. 

t692. *Mr. S. 0. Milrat (a) Is it a fact that there ha# been a Committee 
at Kharagpur known as the “Cunningham Committee” appointed by the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway authonties to consider the V€tnou 8 grievances of 
the employees m the Kha^ragpur Railway Wcwrkfihopa? If so, has the 
“Cunnmgham Committee'*^ taken into consideration j;he gnevances of the 
Indian apprentices >vho are noixf under training m the Kharagpur Railway 
Woii^ops? r 

( 6 ) If the reply to pJlIf affirmative, will Government be 

pleased tb' place oh the an extract from the Cunningham Com- 

mittee’s Repast 60 far as iV'relaies to the Indian “A” Grade apprentices? 

tPor an»wer to ««« sn»wer to question No 691 

( 2081 ) 
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Free Passes and Concessions fob Apprentices of the Kharagpur 
Railway Wobblshops 

693 *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government please state, in 
what class the railway free passes and tickets at concession rates Eire 
allowed on the home railway to the apprentices in the Bengal Nagpuir 
Railway Workshops ab Kharagpur, and when the apprentices become eligi- 
ble for the free passes and tickets at concessional rates over the foreign 
lines? 

(6) Are there ^ any separate rules for the Indian apprentices, and espe- 
cially for the “A” Grade apprentices for grantmg them the free passes and 
tickets at concessional rates'^ If«so, why^ 

Mr, A. A. Xi. Parsons * (a) Intermediate or third class passes and conces- 
sion tickets are allowed m accordance with the pass rules of the Benged 
Nagpur Railway to these apprentices over the home line They become 
eligible for free passes and tickets at concession rates over foreign railways 
after two yesirs’ service 

ib) No 

Reoruitment of Clerks for the Post Office 

694 *Mr. S. 0 Mitra* (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
if it IS a fact that the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs has restnct- 
ed the recruitment to the Post Office of candidates for the clerical cadre to 
the respective Revenue Divisions to which the candidates belong? If so, 
will they please lay a copy of the order on the table? 

(b) Is it also a fact that the Supenntendents of Post Offices are required 
to obtain the previous sanction of the Heads of Circles if they want to 
deviate from the above orders and entertain candidates not belongmg to 
the Revenue Divisions in which they seek employment? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra; (a) Yes A copy of Part 
I of the Director General’s (Post Office) Circular No 29, dated the 2nd 
September, 1926, is laid on the table 

(b) Yes 


POSTS AND TBLEGBAPHS. 

(POST OFFICE) 

Director GeneraPi Oiroular No. 29. 

Thursday, 2nd September, 1926. 

I.— Local recruitment tmt fuhordinate postal appointments. 

Gekxeal Filb 

On the recommendation of the Postal Conference of 1926 it has been decided by 
the Director General that with effect from the Ist September, 1926, future candidate 
joimng the aubordmate postal service mast belong to the Eevenae Division in whidi 
they enlist In the caseA of cities like Bombay and Calcutta candidates belonging to 
the adjacent Revenue Divisions will also be eligible for appointment m snA cities. 

2. Any excepti<m to the instruction given in paragraph 1 above must be referred “to 
the He»a of the Circle-Postal or Railway Mail Service — for orders 

» a » » a • «, 

G P ROY, 

Pirtcior Otntrti of Po*t» and TtHtgrophs 
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Recruitment of Clerks for %HJi Post Office 

695. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the number of candidates of the clericed cadre belonging to the other 
Revenue Divisions entertained in the Nilgiri Division by Mr M K Raman, 
-Superintendent of Post Offices, after he took charge of that division in 
1928 and the names of the Revenue Duvisions from which those candi- 
dates were drawn ? 

(6) Did the Superintendent obtain the sanction of the Postmaster- Gen- 
eral, ‘Madras Circle, before their enteitainmenfc If not, why not, and 
what action do Government propose to take in the matter"’ 

The Honouiable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitia: With your permission, Sir, 

I propose to answer this and the folloivmg question together 

The information asked foi is being collected and vill be supplied to the 
Honourable Member in dufe course 

Recruitment of Clerks for the Post Office 

•j-696 *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Has the Postmaster-General, Madras, issued 
’nstructioii'^i to the Superintendent ot Po'^t Offices, Nilcjiri Division, to 
stop recruitment of Brahmins foi the clerical Cadie in his division? 

ihj \\i.ie aii\ 15r<dumns (.ninlccnod b\ Mi M K Raman, the Superin- 
tendent of Post Offices, Nalgin Division, after the leceipt of the Postmaster- 
General’s instructions^ If so, how many^ 

Inspection of Books and Records of Sub-Post Offices 

697 *Mr. S. 0. Mitra* (a) Will Government be pleased to state if the 
rules of the Postal Department piohibit the Supervising Officers from taking 
away the order books and records of a Post Office foi mspection outside 
the office"’ 

(b) How long has Mr M K Raman, Superintendent of Post Offices, 
Nilgin Division, been working as a Superintendent^ 

(c) Is it a fact that the B O receipt bocks of the Pykara and Mulanur 
branch offices were taken by him to his office, where they were checked 
by the staffs 

(d) Is it also a fact that registered and parcel lists and the B O daily 
accounts of the Dliarapuram and Valparai Sub-Post Offices were brought 
b\ him to the office and were inspected by the staff of the Supenntendent? 

(e) How many days did he take to inspect each of the Branch and 
Sub-Post Offices 'mentioned in parts (c) and (d) above, and why did he 
not inspect the records in the respective offices? 

(/) What action dD Government propose to take in the matter? 

Mi, B. A. Sams: Sir, with your permission, I will reply to questions 
Hos 697 and 698 together 

The information is being collected and will be communicated to the 
Honourable Member m due course. 

TFor answer to this questiOT, see answer to question No 696 

a2 
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Inspection of Books and Records of Sub-Post Offices 

•j-eOS •!&. S. 0. Mitra* (a) Will Govemlnent be pleased to state if it> 
js a fact that Mr M K Raman, Superintendent of Post O&ces, Nile^irF 
Division, utilised the services of Inspectors of Post Offices of the Palghat 
and Coimbatore Sub-Dmsious to check the registered and parcel lists of 
the Kollengode and Podanur Post Offices at the time of his inspection? 

(b) How man}. da}s did the two Inspectors remain with the Supenn- 
tendent in the above stations, and m what places should they hav.e re- 
mained according to their tour piogrammes? 

(c) Are Superintendents allowed to take the assistance of Inspectors and 
cannot they inspect offices without the help of Inspectors of Post Offices ? 

Office and Residential Accommodation of the Superintendent 
OF Post Offices, Ootacamund. 

699 *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
if it IS a fact that the office of the Supermtendent of Post Offices is located 
in Ootacamund in two dark, ill-ventilated rooms in the backyard of the 
Superintendent’s quarters and that Mr M K Raman, the Superintendent 
18 occupying the major portion of the budding? 

(b) Is it a fact that the proportionate rent of the quaiters is less than, 
that for the office portion? 

(c) Were Government satisfied that better an3 suitable accommodation 
was not available in Ootacomund for the office, and if so, will they please 
state if any inquiries were made by any officer of the department other 
than the Superintendent about the availability or otherwise of the accom- 
modation ? 

(d) Is it compulsory that the Superintendent s office and quarters should 
be in one and the same building^ If the answer be in the negative do 
Government propose to consider the desirability of providing better accom- 
modation for the office of the Superintendent of Post Offices, Nilgins? 

Mr. H A. Sams, (a), (6) and (c) I am making inquiries and will com- 
municate the result to the Honourable Member on receupt 

(d) The answer to the first part of the question is in the negative In 
respect of the second part. Government will take such action regarding the 
accommodation of the office of the Superintendent of Post Office, Nilgin 
Division, as the investigations piomised in respect of parts (a), (6) and (c) 
rjf the Honourable Member's question show to be necessary 

Pay of certain Clerks in the Post Office 

700. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to state if it ia 
a fact that graduates and under- graduates entertamed m the Post Office 
after the revision of pa^ in March 1927 are gettmg a higher pay than such 
nen who joined the service two yeEU's before the revision? 

(b) Do Government propose to take action to remove the auonaaly? If 
30 , how and when? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) Yes m some cases owing 
to the operation of the Fundamental Rules 

(b) The reply to the first part of the question is in the negative and the 
aecond vpart does not anse 

+For answer to this question, see answer to question No 697 
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Allegations against Babu Nut Bbhaei Chatterjeb 

701. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that the Government received a 
tcopy of the resolution of a mass meetmg of the Press Employees of 
Calcutta held under the presidency of Mr Satyendra Chandra Mitra, 
M Ti A , on the 14th December, 1929, regarding the senous allegations on 
the conduct of Babu Nut Behan Chatterjee, Assistant Foreman of the 
East Indian Kailway Press? 

(6) If the ansv^er to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state what action has been taken in the matter? If not, why 
not? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) A letter was leceived from the Organiwng 
Secretary, Press Employees’ Association communicating certain Eesolutions 
purporting to have been passed at a meeting of Press employees at Calcutta 

(b) Government do not feel called upon to take any action on the com- 
munication 

Memorial from Employees of the East Indian Railway Press 

702 *Mr. S. 0. Mitra* (a) Is it a fact that the ^Honourable Member 
m charge of Railways and Commerce received a memorial dated the 2nd 
January, 1930, from the compositors, distnbutorg and bmders of the East 
Indian Railway Press of Howrah and Calcutta? 

(b) If the answer to pait (a) be m the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a copy of the said memorial? 

(c) Will the Honourable Member in charge of Railways and Commerce 
be pleased to state what action has been taken or is intended to be 
taken in the matter? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons * (a) Yes 

(b) A copy of the memorial has been placed m the Library of the House. 

(,c) The Agent of the Railway has been asked to deal with the memoned 
41S expeditiously as possible 

Alleged Misconduct on the part of the Superintendent, East 
Indian Railway Press 

703. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that the President, Press Em- 
ployees’ Association, Calcutta telegraphed to the Honourablo Membe3^ in 
charge of Railways and Commerce on the 26th December, 1929, alleging 
serious misconduct on the part of the Superintendent, EaiMi Indian Railway 
Press ? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a copy of the said telegram? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state what steps Government have 
iaken or intend taking in the matter? 

Mr, A. A« L< Parsons: (a) No such communication can be traced. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise 



2086 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [21 ST MaR 1930. 

Status of Employees of the East Indian Railway Press 

704 *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that the compositors, binders, 
distnbutors, galley proof pressmen, forme proof pressmen, machmemen and 
ink men of the Government of India Press are in superior service while 
those of the East Indian Railway Press are in the inferior service? 

(6) If the answer to part (n) be m the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state the reasons therefor, and whether they intend taking any 
action to place the East Indian Railway pressmen on the same status 
with the men of the Government of India Press ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: With your permission, Sir, I propose to answer 
questions Nos 704, 706, 707 and 708 together 

I have not yet got the infonnation 

Information has been called for and I will communicate with the Hon- 
ourable Member on its receipt 

Complaint against the Binding Jamadar of the East Indian 
Railway Press 

705 ♦Mr. 8. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that, accordmg to the Civil Ser-< 
vice Rules and Regulations and Government Servants’ Conduct Rules, 
as well as accordmg to the publication m the weekly Gazette of the East 
Indian Railway, issued on the 15th January, 1930, an employee is liable 
to be dismiss^ for serious misconduct? 

(b) Is the Honourable Member in charge of Railways and Commerce 
aware that the binding jamadar of the East Indian Railway Press, 
Calcutta, abused and kicked Abdul Wahid Khan, Mujibur Rahm in 
Chaudhuri and Harmoj All Chaudhun and is in the habit of insulting other 
employees ? 

(c) If the answers to parts (a) and (b) be in the affirmative, will the 
Honourable Member be pleased to state what action has been taken or is 
intended to be taken against the said binding jamadar? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Yes 

(b) No 

(c) Government do not propose to take any action 

Earnings of certain Employees of the East Indian Railway Press 

t706. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it fact that the earnings of the composi- 
tors, distributors, and binders, pressmen, machmemen and ink men of the 
East Indian Railway Press are diminishing grcidua]l> while those of the 
foreman, section-holders and readers are increasing? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government bo 
pleased to state the reasons for the same*^ 

(c) Will the Honourable Member in charge of Railways and Commerce 
be pleased to lay on the table a comparative statement of earnings of 
any five readers, section-holders, compositors and binders with their names, 
for the moniis of June, July, August and Septemb^^K of the ye^ars 1924,^ 
1925 and 1929? 


tFor answer to this question, fiee answer to question No 704 
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Disoeimination in the Payment of Calcutta Allowance to Employees 
IN the East Indian Railway Press 

fTOV. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that the clerks of the East 
Indian Railway Press 6ire allowed to draw Calcutta allowance, while the 
compositors, distributors, binders, pressmen, machinemen and ink men 
are not allowed the same? 

(6) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

Hand-composing with Mono type in the East Indian Railway Press. 

t708. *Mr S, 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that the compositors of the 
East Indian Railway Press are required to hand-compose with mono-types? 

(h) Are Government aware that hand- composing with mono- type ia 
nowhere prevalent in the world? 

(c) If the answers to parts (a) and (6) be in the affirmative, will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state the reasons for forcing the compositors to do 
such work? 


Rates paid to Compositors in certain Presses. 

709. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Will Government be pleased to lay on the table 
a comparative statement of the class rates of the compositors in the Gov- 
ernment of India Presses, Bengal Government Press, and the Bast Indian 
Railway Press? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: With your permission, Sir, I propose to reply to 
questions Nos 709 — 719 together. 

I would refer the Honourable Member to the replies given to his ques- 
tions Nos 257 — 266 and 268 asked bv him in January, 1929, which were in 

identical terms. 

Income of Different Classes of Press Employees* 

t710. ’“'Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Will Government be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing, side by side, the income of overseers, head compu- 
ters, any three computers, foreman, head clerk and any three clerks on 
the one hand and any five compositors, any five distributors and any five 
binders on the other, noting the name of each, in 1906 and 1927? 

Promotion in the East Indian Railway Press 
1711. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that, in the Bast Indian Railway 
Press, it IS not infrequent that a raw junior with a few months’ service to 
his credit is promoted over the heads of seniors? 

(b) Is it a fact that, in the said Press, it is always the few who regularly 
get promoted, while others are left to vegetate for years in the same place 
(o) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement show- 
mg the number of compositors in the East Indian Railway Presses at 
Calcutta and Howrah with, (i) Names, (li) Dates of appointments, and 
(ii'i) Dates of promotions? 

tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No 704 
+For answer to this question, see answer lo question No 709 
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.(/) If the replies to (a) .ind {b) be in the nflirmative, will Govern 
ftient be pleased to state what action Government intend taking in the 
matter? 

Gompabative Cost of composing by Hand and with Linotype and 
Monotype Machines 

•|■712 "^Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that three hno and two mono 

machines were purchased m the East Indian Railway Press immediately 
after the East Indian Railway became a State Railway? 

{,b} Is it a fact that the mono machines cause to Government a loss 
oi 40 per cent , and that the Imo machines cause onl\ 20 per cent loss 
to Government? 

f( ) Is it a fact that matter composed on mono or lino machines 
has to be melted away after printing and that such melting can go on foi 
hve times onlv *’ 

(d) Is it a fact that hand-composed matter lasts 90 lakhs of impres- 
sions ? 

(c) Is it a fact that hand compositors are entatled to remuneration 
after the first reading, second reading, third reading, revised corrections 
and rule dress-up are finished? 

(/) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a comparative 
statement showing the cost of composing by hand 44 x 72 Em non- 
pareil type 15 codumn statement, and that of having it in a mono- 
ui.icinne, noting specihcallv the charge of (1) operator, (2) caster, (3) ar- 
langing, (4) first leading corrections, (5) second leading corrections, 
(6) third reading corrections, (7) revise corrections (8) uile dress-up, 
‘,(9) gas, (10) electricity, (11) water, and (12) metaP 

uj) If the reply to (a) and (6) be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state why Government are replacing hand-composition bv 
lino and mono machmeb? 

Pay of Compositors and Clerks in the East Indian Railway Press. 

f713 *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that, m May 1920, the Agent, 
East Indian Railway, passed orders to the effect that the compositors 
would be placed on a par with the clerks? 

(6) Is it a fact that they have been enjoying this privilege from that 
time up to 1920? 

(t) If the reply to parts (a) and (6) be m the affirmative, will Govern- 
ment be pleased to explain the reasons thereof? 

Pay on Half Holidays in the East Indian Railway Press 

1714 ♦Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that, in 1920, the Agent, East 
Indian Railway, passed orders that the Press people (compositors, dis- 
tributors, pressmen, binders, etc ), would be allowed a full day’s pay on 
half holidays m general? 

(b) Is it a fact that they have been enjoying this privilege from after 
that time up to 1926? 


TFor answer to this question, see answer to question No 709 
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(c) Is it a fact that it has been stopped since the Railway came under 
Oovemment control? 

(d) If the replies to (a), (6) imd (c) be in the afhimative, will Gov- 
-emment be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

Railway Concessions of Employees of the East Indian Railway 

Press 

t716 *111. 8. 0. Mltra: ( 4 ) Is it a fact that the Press employees are 
not allowed concession rates on railways other than the East Indian 
Railway, when even the day-«labourers in the Lillooah Workshops enjoy 
this privilege^ 

(b) Is it a fact that the Agent s circular is to the effect that every 
employee of the East Indian Railway is entiftled to these “concessions”? 

(c) If the replies to parts {a) and (h) be in the nffiiniative, will Gov- 
ernment kindly inform the House why such discrimination is observed in 
the case of the Press employees? 

Railway Concessions of Employees of the East Indian Railway 

Press 

t7I6. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Wi^ll Government be pleased to state the 

rules applicable to the Press emplo^ee8 and clerical staff m the East 
Indian Railway Press with regard to passes and the class of tram in which 
thev are entitled to travel? 

(b) Is it a fact that, since 1920, compositors drawing below Rs 75 
per mensem have not been allowed intermediate class passes, and that this 
lule IS not applicable to the clerks'^ 

(c) Will Government kindly state why these discriminations, if any, are 
observed between the Press emplo\ees and the clerical hands'^ 

Reversion to Temporary Appointments of certain Compositors in 
T flE East Indian Railway Press, CALCurrA 

f717 *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that permanent hands cannot be 
reverted to temporary hands? 

(b) Is there any rule to that effect? 

(c) If 80 , will Government be pleased to state that rule? 

(d) Is it a fact that permanent compositors of the Oudh and Rohilkhand 
Railway Press on transfer from Lucknow to the East Indian Railway Press, 
Calcutta, have been made temporary? 

{e) If the replies to parts (a) and (d) be in the affirmative, will Govern- 
cneiit be pleased to state the reasons thereof ? 

Grant of Calcutta Allowance to Employees of the Oudh and Rohil- 
khand Railway Press transferred to Calcutta 

t718. *Mr. 8. 0. Mitra: (a) »t a fact that the Press employees of tho 
Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway Press, Lucknow, when transferred t<> 
Calcutta, were .promised Bs 5 as .Calcutta allowance? 


tFor answer to t-i«8 question, «ee answer to question No. 709. 
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(b) Is it a fact that this promise has not been acted upon ? 

{o) If ihe replies to parts (a) and (6) be m the affiimative, will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state the reasons thereof ? 

Numbee of ceetain employees in the East Indian Railway Peessbs, 
Howeah and Calcutta 

f719. •Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Will Government be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement shoving theiein the number of (1) Deputy Superintendents, 
(2) overseers, (3) computers, (4) checkers, (5) clerks, (6) compositors, (7) 
distributors, (8) pressmen, (9) mkmen, (10) machmemen, and (11) binders, 
employed in the East Indian Railway Picssps, 'How i ah and Calcutta, from 
1920 to 1927, year by year? 

Peovision of a Peovident Fund foe Employees of the Goveenment 
OF India Pbesses 

720 •Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that the Resolution No A -31, 
hi the Government of India, dated the 15th July, 1920, provides that the 
employees in the Government of India Presses should have a Provident 
Fund similar to that in the State Railways*’ 

(b) Is it a fact that nothmg has yet been done to carry out that provi- 
sion? 

(c) If the replies to parts (a) and (b) be in the affirmative, will Govern- 
ment be pleased to sfcate.. 

(i) the causes of this delay of Government in executing their own 

orders 

(ii) when they intend taking action on the matter, 

(iii) what they intend to do with regard to the men who have retired 

since the order was made in 1920, and for the families of those 
who have died since then either m service or after retirement 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a), (b), (o), (i) and (n) The 
attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the repl^ given to parts 
(a), (b), (c) (i), and (ii) of his starred question No 269 in the Legislative 
A.&sembly on the 30th January, 1929 

(c) (ill) The question is under consideration 

Pay of Piece-Woekers in the Government of India Press, Calcutta. 

721 •Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that, m reply to my starred 
question No 631, dated the 18th September, 1929, regarding the pay ot 
piece-workers of the Government of India Press, Calcutta, the Honourable 
Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra said that some of the memorials had been dealt 
wuth and that some were under his careful consideration? 

(h) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will the Honourable 
Member in charge of Industries and Labour be pleased to state the steps 
that have smee been taken*’ If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Natb Mitra: (a) Yes. 

(b) The memorials are still under the consideration of the Government 
of Indi€L 


tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No 709^ 
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Memorial from the Lino and Mono Operators of the Government 
OF India Press, Calcutta 

722. •Mr. S. 0. Mltra: (a) Is it a fact that, m reply to my starred 
question No 624, dated the 18th September, 1929, legardmg. a memorial 
received trom the lino and mono operators of the Government of India 
Press, Calcutta, the Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mjtra stated that 
the matter was still under consideration*^ 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be m the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state what action since then has been taken in the matter? 
If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra (a) Yes 

(6) The matter is stiU under consideration 

» 

Memorial from Seotion-holders of the Government of India Press, 

Calcutta 

723 *Mr, S, 0. Mitra*. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether 
it Is a fact that in August, 1929, the section-holders of the Government 
of India Press, Calcutta, submitted a memorial to the Government through 
the proper channels, stating their legitimate grievances? 

ib) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a copy cf the said memorial'’ 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state what action, if any, they have 
taken or propose to take in the matter ' 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra; (a), (b) and (c) No such 

memorial of August 1929 has been received by Government But a memo* 
nal from section-holders dated the 6th August, 1928, was received by 
Government and rejected after due consideration Government do non 
propose to ]a\ a copy of the memorial on the table of the House 


Rates paid to certain Classes of Workers in the Government of 
I hDiA Press, Calcutta 

724. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that before the 21st June, 
1928, the class rate of the compositors, distributors, binders and press- 
men of the Government of India Press was on an equal basis while after 
the 21st June, 1928, the class rate has varied with different employees? 

(6) If the answer to p^rt (a) be m the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state the reasons thereof^ 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) Yes, except that differ- 
ent scales of rates were introduced from the 1st July, 1928, and that binders- 
and pressmen were placed on the same scale. 

(b) Different scales were ^prescribed bn account of the difference in the 
average earnings of the different classes of piece-workers. 
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Earnings of Distributors in the Government of India Press, 

Calcutta 

725 *Mr, S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that m reply to my starred 
question No 634, dated the 18th September, 1929, regarding the earnings 
of distributors of the Government of India Press, Calcutta, the Honourable 
Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra stated that inquiries were being made and 
results would be communicated in due course? 

(b) Will the Honourable Member in charge of the Department of Indus- 
tnes and Labour be pleased to state the result of the inquiries made, if 
any? 

(c) It the answer to part (h) be in the negative, will the Honour- 
able Member be pleased to state the reasons thereof^ 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) Yes 

(h) The result of the inquiry was communicated to the Honourable 
Member m a demi-official letter from the Department of Industries and 
Labour, No A-332, dated the 15th January, 1960, copies of which were also 
placed in the Library of the Legislative Assembly 

(c) Does not arise 

Earnings of Employees of the Government of India Press, Calcutta 

726. S. 0. Mitra*. (a) Is it a fact that the earnings of the 
pressmen of the Government of India Press aie diminishing dav by day? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a comparative state- 
ment showing the earnings of any live pressmen of the Government of 
India Press with their names, for the months of March, April and Mav 
for the years of 1920 and 1929 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) and (b) Government 
have no information, but they are asking the Controller of Printing and 
Stationery to enquire into the matter 

Pay of Readers and Revisers in the Government of India Press, 

Calcutta 

727. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (</) Is it a fact that, m 1924, the junior 
leaders of the Government of India Press were m the superior giade com- 
pared with the revisers? 

{h) Is it a fact that by the revisions held in July 1928, the revisers of 
the Government of India Press have be^^'u placed in the same grade as that 
of a junior reader? 

(c) Is it a fact that m reply to my staiTed question No 274, dated the 
30th January, 1929, regardmg the pay of readers and levisers in the Bengal 
Government Press, the Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra stated that 
the duties of a reader are more responsible than these of a reviser^ 

(d) If the replies to parts (a), (b) and (c) be in the affirmative, do 
Government propose to consider the question of givmg ihe junior readers 
a higher pay ^ 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: The attention of the Hon^ 

ourable Member is invited to the reply given by me to his starred question 
No ()27 on the 18th September, 1929 
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Pay of certain Employees in the Government of India Pres^, 

Calcutta 

728. *Mr, S, 0. Mitra: (a)* Is it a fact that the mono casters of the 
Government of India Press, Calcutta, are allowed less pay than the mono- 
casters of East Indian Kailway and Eastern Bengal Bailway Presses? 

(b) It the reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof^ 

(c) Is it a fact that Government is contemplating to place them on 
the same status? If not, why not? 

(a) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a comparative 
statement showing the pay drawn by the mono-casters of the Govern- 
ment ot India Press, East Indian Bailway Press and the Eastern Bengal 
Uailway Press? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra; (a), (1>) '(c) and (d) Gov- 
ernment have not before them any proposal to revise the pay of the mono- 
casters of the Govemni^^nt of India Press, Calcutta, on the basis of the scale 
obtaining m the Presses of the East Indian and Eastern Bengal Bailways. 
The information desired by the Honourable Member in parts (a) and (d) is 
being obtained and will be supplied to him m due course. 


Pay of certain Employees in the Government of India Press, 

Calcutta 

729 *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact* that m reply to unstarred 
question No 84, put b\ Mi K C Neog} on the Slst August, 1926, 
regarding the earnings of certain employees of the Government 
of India Press, Calcutta, the Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath 
Mitra repJied that the salaries at present paid to the Imo-operators of 
the Government of India Press Calcutta, were Bs 100 — 5 — 125? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing the names of the Imo-operators with their salaries drawn on the 
pay sheets and the increments allowed to them for the months of June 
to Dccembei 1929? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) Yes 

(h) The statement desired by the Honourable fcmber will be supplied 
to him in due course 

Pay OF certain Employees in the Government of India Press, 

Calcutta 

730. S, 0. Miitra: (a) Is it a fact that before July 1928, the 

galley proof pressmen, forme-carriers and the labourers of the Government 
of India Press were on the same grade? 

(h) Is ,it a laot that after July 1929 the p$y of the gallev proof pressmen, 
and form- camera were increased while that of the labourers > remninedr 
the same ? 
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(c) if the replies to parts (a) and (b) be in the same, wiU Govern- 
ment be pleased to state the reasons theieof? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Ultra: (a) No 

(b) No, but certain increases in pay were granted to galley and forme 
proof pressmen and to forme earners from July 1928 

(c) Does not arise 

Pay of certain Employees in the Government of India Press, 

Calcutta 

731 ’•'Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the leaders of Go\ eminent of India Pi ess, 
Calcutta, submitted a memorial to the Gov<*rnment thiough the proper 
channel stating their legitimate grievances in October 1929 

(6) If the answer be m the affirmative, will Government be pleased 
to laj on the table a copy of the said memorial? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state what adtion, it any, they have 
taken or have pioposcd to take in the matter? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mitra: (a) Six memorials m identi- 
cal teinus beaiing the date, 29th November, 1929, were received from 
certain readeis in the Government of India Press, Calcutta 

(b) Government do not propose to lay a copy of the memorial on the 
table of the House 

(c) The memorials have been i ejected 

Memorial from Villagers served by the Naldhi Post Office 

732 *Mr. S, 0. Mitra* (a) Is it a fact that the villagers of Sankaipore, 
under the Naldhi Post Office m the district of Jessore submitted five 
memorials to the Government through the Divisional Superintendent m 
the months of April, May, June, July and August 1929, praying for the 
daily bit in their village? 

(b) Is it a fact that no reply was given to any of these memorials? 

(c) If the replies to parts (a) and (b) be in the affirmative, will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state the reasonb why no reply was given to any of 
these memorials^ 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra H&th Mitra: (a) The representations 
referred to by the Honourable Member have not reached Government. 
Presumably, they refer to the introduction of a daily delivery mstead of an 
mtermittent one at the village of Sankarpore This is a matter for examina- 
tion by the Postmaster- General, Bengal and Assam, to whom a copy of the 
Honourable Member’s question is being forwarded 

(b) and (o) The absence of a reply- is explained by the answer given to 
part (a) above. 
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Pay of Employees of the Eastern Bengal Railway Press 

733 *Mr. S. 0. Mitrat (a) Is it a fact that the Director of the Rail- 
way Board wrote a letter to me on the 28th March, 1929, stating that 
the introduction of the graded scale of pay for the employees ’ of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway Press is under consideration^ 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will the Honourable 
Member in charge of Railwa\s and Commerce be pleased to state the 
reasons for the delay in giving effect to the proposal ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes 

{h) The question requires careful investigation It is hoped that a deci- 
sion will be arrived at shortly 

Pay of Employees of the Eastern Bengal Railway Press 

734 *Mr. S. 0. Mitra* (a) Is it a fact that in iGpl;^ to my starred 
question No 635 of the 18th September 1929 regarding a memorial of cer- 
tain employees of the Eastern Bengal Railway Press, Mr P R Rau said 
that the Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway, had been requested to deal with 
the memonal of the compositors, distnbutors and binders of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway Piess of the 23id Ma\, 1929, expeditiously? 

(b) If the answei to part (a) be in the affiimative, will Government be 
pleased to state what action they have taken in the matter 7 

Mr.^A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Yes 

(b) I would refer the Honourable Member to the re»ply given to ques- 
tion No 69 asked by Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussam Khan on the 20th 
January, 1930 The question of the revision of lates of pay of the Press 
employees of the Eastern Bengal Railway is still under consideration 

Pay of Employees of the Eastern Bengal Railway Press. 

735 *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that in reply to my questions 
dated the 1st September, 1929, the Deputy Director, Railwa;y Board, in- 
formed me that the lowest income of the biiaders of the Eastern Bengal 
Railway Press decreased from Rs 9-4-0 in 1927 to Rs 4-2-8 in 1928, due 
to the falling off of output*^ 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state what action they have taken to increase the output? 

(c) Will the Honourable Member in charge of Railways and Commerce 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the attendance of the 
binders of the Eastern Bengal Railway Press and the wages received dur- 
ing the years 1927 sind 1928^ 

Ht. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Yes 

^ (b) Government do not propose to take any steps to increase the output 

of binding work in the Eastern Bengal R^lway Press beyond what is neces- 
sary to meet the requirements of the Railway 

(p) Government regret they are not prepared to call for the information 
as it cannot be procured without an expenditure of time and laboiffi that 
would be entirely incommensurate with the value of the results obtained 
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Pay of Employees of the Eastern Bengal Railway Press. 

736 *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to state whe- 
ther the distributors, binders, pressmen, machmemen, forme-camera, 
galley-proof pressmen in the Eastern Bengal Railway Press are in inferior 
service and whether their brethren in the Government of India Press are 
not? 

(b) If the ansuer to part (a) be in the afhrmative, will Government bo 
pleased to state whether they contemplate to put the distributors, etc , of 
the Eastern Bengal Railway Press on the same status with their brethren of 
other Government Presses? If not, why not? 

Mr. A A. L. Parsons* With ^ou^ permission, Sir, I propose to reply 
to questions Nos 736, 737 and 739 together 

I arn calling for the mfonnation and will communicate with the Hon- 
ourable Member on its receipt 

Holidays allowed in the Eastern Bengal Railway Press 

•(•737 *Mr. S. O. Mitra: (a) Are Government aware that the employees 
of the Eastern Bengal Railway enjoyed gazetted holidays till 1929, while 
in 1930 the sanctioned holidays are only those under the Negotiable Instru- 
ment Act? 

(b) If the answei to pait (a) be in the athrmative, will Government be 
pleased to state under whose authority this change has been given effect 
to? 

(c) Is it a fact that the employees of the Eastern Bengal Railway Press 
had to work dunng the Durgah Puja and Christmas holidays ? 

(d) If it is so, will Government be pleased to state whethei the sa^d 
employees received any extra wages for working during those periods? If 
not, why not? 

Pay of Employees of the" Eastern Bengal Railway Press 

738 *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that the binders of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway Press are not paid at the same rate as the binders of the 
Government of India Press?* 

(b) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a comparative state- 
ment showing the rate at which the bmders of the Government of India 
Press and Eswtem Bengal Railway Press are paid for binding 100 foolscap 
size with leather? 

(c) If the answer to part (a) be m the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state the reasons therefor though both the presses are situated 
in Calcutta? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Yes 

(b) I an calling for the information and will communicate with the 
Honourable Member on its receipt 

(c) Some of the binders m the Government of India Press are employed 
on high class leather work and some are* capable of makmg and are called 
upon to make^ artistic bindings, vhereas the binders of the Eastern Bepgat 
Railway Press are required to do merely the commonest Rud cheapest 
forms of work 


•VFor answer to this question, see answer to question No 736 
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Pay of Employees of the Eastebn Bengal Railway Press. 

■fTSQ *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) la it a fact that the clerks and readers of 
the East Indian Railway Press are allowed to draw Calcutta allowances 
and that the readers of the Eastern Bengal Railway Press are not allowed 
the same? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be m the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state the reason thereof? 

Completion of the Batala-Beas Railway 

740 *Sardar Gulab Singh: (j^) Is it a fact that Government have recog- 
nised the desirability of completing the Batala-Beas Railway at an early 
opportunity ? 

(b) Is it a fact that since the temporary suspension of the construc- 
tion work, the inhabitants of the said locality have submitted a number 
of petitions to the Government praying for the early completion of the 
line ? 

(c) If the reply to these questions be in the affirmative, do Govern- 
ment propose to effect the earliest construction of the unfinished portion 
of the line m keeping with their pohcv to push schemes already in hand 
to completion ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Yes 

(b) Yes 

(r) les as soon as the more important lines have received their full 
allotment oi funds 

Appointment of Sikhs in the Railway Subordinate Accounts 

Service * 

741 *Sardar Gulab Singh: (a) Will Government please state the per- 
centage of Sikhs in tJie Railway Subordinate Accounts Service as compared 
with the total number and the minority communities? 

(6) Is it a fact that an examination was recently held to fill up 
certain vacancies in that service? 

(c) If so, how many vacancies are there m all to be filled up? 

(d) Do Government propose to reserve some of these vacancies for the 
minority communities^ 

(e) If so, will Government please state how many of these will be 
given to the Sikhs? 

Mr. A. A L. PlUrsona: (a) Government regret that they are not pre- 
paied ta undertake the labour of compiling the figures 

(b) Yes A competitive examination was held in October, 1929, for the 
recruitment of clerks 

(c) and (d) The number of posts offered for competition was 80 of 
which 27 were reserved for members of the minority communities Onlv 
1.3 members of those communities, however, reached the minimum 
standaid necessary for the offer of an appointment 

(c) Seven appointments were offered to Sikhs 

tFor answer to this question, see answei to question No 736 

B 
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Age Limit for ^Examinations of the Public Service Commission. 

742 *Sardar Oulab Singh: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the age limit fixed for the cEmdidates who sat for the examination of the 
Public Servici's Commission in November, 1929, for the Ministerial Selec- 
tion Branch? 

(6) Will the departmental candidates be allowed to appear in the future 
competitive examinations irrespective of their age provided they are 
educationally qualified? If not, what will be the age limit prescnbed for 
them? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I would refer the Honourable Mem- 
ber to my reply on the 19th March to starred question No 660 

1743* 

Special Recruitment of Mr A J Cunningham to the East Indian 
Railway Office 

741 •Mr. Abdul Latif Sahib Parookhi: (a) Is it a fact that one, Mr. 
A J Cunningham was recruited m the East Indian Railway office in 
1927--28 as an accountant on an initial pay of Bs 270 per mensem? If so, 
what are the special circumstances for this recruitment? 

(6) Has Mr Cunningham, who is an inexpenenced man, since been 
made an officer? Is he related to the first Controller, Railway Accounts? 

(c) Is it not a fact that special posts were created to keep Mr 
Cunningham on as an officer without reversion? 

(d) Will Government please state if this officer is to be sent to England 
-shortly at Government expenfe for learning methods of accounting? 

Mr. A. A. L Parsons: (a) Mr A J Cunningham was appointed as an 
accountant on the East Indian Railway m 1926 qn an initial pay of 
Rs 210 per mensem in view of his educational qualifications and bank- 
ing experience 

(h) The first part contains an assumption that is not correct Mr 
Cunningham is at present officiating as an Assistant Accounts Officer 
The answer to the second part of the question is m the negative 

(fl) No 

I'd) No 

Fraud IN the North Western Railway Workshop Accounts Office 

and unfair Promotions by Mr I. S Puri, Special Officer, Director 

OF Railway Audit Office 

745. •Mr. Abdul Latif Sahib Parookhl: (o) Will Government be pleased 

fo state whether it is a fact that a senous fraud, running to several lakhs 
')f rupees, has recentlv been unearthed in the North Western Railway 
Workshop Accounts Office 

(h) If so, have they taken immediate steps to transfer the men eon- 
r'emed to other places to enable them to investigate the matter fully? 

fThis question was withdrawn by the questioner 
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(c) What steps have been taken to conduct an impartial and independ- 
ent mquiry into the matter other than by the present Chief Accounts 
Officer? 

(d) Is it a fact that a number of clerks involved m the fraud are re- 
lated to Mr I S Puri, Special Officer, Directoi of Railway Audit Office 

(e) Is it a fact that Mr I S Pun was responsible for what is known 
as training reserve clerks on the North Western Railway, and that he pro- 
moted them later, giving them five years’ additional service, which adversely 
affected qualified hands who had less than five years service? If so, will 
<TOveinment please state the numbei of n^en so affected, and what steps 
they propose to take to compensate these men^ 

(/) Is it a fact that Mr I S Pun is being transferred to the office of 
the Chief Controller, Railway Accounts? If so, in what capacity will he 
w'ork in that office? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Pacts have come to knowledge, which sug- 
gest a some'what serious defalcation of Government money m the North 
We'ite’^n Railwa\ Workshop Accounts Office in connection with Muster 
Rolls and Pay Sheets' paid out by one particular clerk The amount in- 
volved so far as at present known, is about Rs 55,000 

(h) No One man has been placed under arrest and all the relevant 
records have either been handed over to the Police or are kept bv the 
Chi(f Accounts Officer in his personal custody 

(c) Ir, addition to the departmental inquiry, which is being mstde bv 
the Chief Accounts Officer the Police are now conducting an investiga- 
tion 

(d) No 

(r) The reply to the first part of the question is in the negative The 
credit of services referred to was m accordance with a ruling of the Auditor 
General In view of the reply to the first part of the question the second 
part does not arise 

(J) He IS being placed in a month or so on Special Duty under the 
ControPer of Railway Accounts to draft the Railway Account Code 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya: What is the amoimt involved? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons' My present information is that it is about 
Pis 55,000, but it may be more The fraud had been going on for some 
considerable time and I cannot therefore at present guarantee that this is 
the final figure 

1740=^ 

Rent for Fans sxtpplied to low-paid Clerks in New Delhi 

747 ^Mr. Abdul Latif Sahib Parookhl: (a) Are Government aware that 
a great hardship is being felt by the low-paid clerks of the attached and sub- 
ordinate offices who are left over in New Delhi and who are occupying Public 
Works Department quarters? 

(h) Is it a fact that like .electnc lamps and meters, the fans form part 
of electnc fittings under the rules issued in the Department of Industries 
and Labour Notifications, dated the 30th March, 19^? If so, why is rent 
•charged on them? 

tThis question waa withdrawn by the qnestioner 
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(o) Are Government prepared to settle the matter immediately as it 
haft been pending since the 80th March, 1929? Do Government intend to* 
refund the rent for fans already charged? If not, why not? 

Tne Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Hitra: (a) Government are not 
aware that any hardship is felt by the clerks m question 

(6) and (c) It 18 true that under the Notification referred to electric 
fans, like electric lamps and meteis, form part of the electric fittings, and 
their cost is included in the capital cost of a residence for the purpose of 
assessment of rent In the case of residences in Delhi, however, it has 
been decided not to treat fans as part ot the fittings for the period prior 
to the 1st April, 1929 As reg<irds the period from the 1st Ajiril, 1929, 
onwards, the matter is at present receiving consideration 


Pay of Ministbrul Establishment of the Central Board of Revenue 

748. *Mr. Abdul Latil Sahib rarookhi: (a) Is it a fact that the mem- 
bers of the mmistenal establishment on the attached office scale of the 
Central Board of Revenue have submitted a memorial for the grant of 
Secretariat scale of pay? 

(b) Is it also a fact that more than a year has elapsed since the sub- 
mission of the above memonal? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Central Board of Revenue works just like a. 
Department of the Government of India? 

(d) If the replies to the above questions be in the affirmative, will 
the Honourable the Finance Member be pleased to state what action he has 
taken on this memorial 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) and (b) Yes The memo- 
rial UMS folwaided to th(‘ Government of India b\ the Central Board of 
Revi nue in Novembei 1929, with then recommendations 

(c) The reply is m the negative 

((/) Tht memorial is under consideratiou along with a representation 
from tla* Government of India Subordinate and Attached Offices Associa- 
ti. n regarding an increase of pa\ in all the attached offices, and the Gov- 
ernment of India hope to anivc at a decision after the close of the pre- 
sent session 

Examinations for the Upper Division op the Secretariat 

749. ♦Mr. Abdul Latlf Sahib Farookhi: (a) Is it a fact that some of the 
departmental candidates who appeared from Attached Offices m the clencal 
examination held by the late Staff Selection Board in 1922 and were de- 
clared qualified as Assistants (Attached Offices) merely because they were 
at that time employed m such offices? 

(b) Is it a fact that a number of candidates referred to above obtained 
the mmimum number of marks fixed for the Upper Division Secretanat 
and that they had stated in their applications for admission that they were 
to anpenr for the Upper Division fSleoretariat? 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWJSaS. 


‘2101 


(c) Is it also a fact that some of the candidates referred to lu part (b) 
-above have since been declared qualified as Assistants of the Secretariat? 

(d) If the reply to part (c) be in the affirmative, and m view of the 
reply given by the Honourable the Home Member to this House in 1927 
that there was no distinction m the examinations for the Upper Division 
Secretariat and that of Attached Offices since and onwards from 1922, are 
Government prepared to ask the Public Service Commission to declare all 
such candidates who obtained the required minimum marks in 1922 as qusdi- 
'fied for the Upper Division Secretariat? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) and (b) The mam object of 
the e\ animation so far as departmental candidates were concerned was to 
enable them to qualify for promotion in the offices m which they were 
employed They were admitted to the Upper Division Secretariat grade 
if th»^y obtained sufficient marks and were recommended therefor by the 
Head of the department 

(c) I have no information to this effect 

(^/) Does not arise 

Number of Members of each Community in the different Grades 
OF THE Secretariat. 

750 *Hr. Abdul Latil Sahib Tarodkhi: Will Government be pleased to 

lay on the table a statement showing separately smce the year 1916 — 1929 
■the number of Hindus, Muslims and Chnstians m each Department of the 
Government of India and the Departments subordinate to it located at 
SiniJa and Delhi in each grade i e , (i) Siipenntendents^ grade, (ii) selec- 
tion grade, (in) first division, and (iv) second division? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: Statements showing the communal 
si length of the clerical staff of the Departments of the Government of India 
and ICS attached and subordinate offices for the years 1911, 1925, 1926, 
1927 and 1928, will be found in the Library of the House I regret that 
I ha\e not "the further detailed infonnation asked for by the Honourable 
Membei Its collection would involve an amount of time and labour wTilch 
I aui afraid I could not regard as reasonable 

Mr. Abdul Latif Sahib Farookhi: Is it not a fact that on the Ist of 
Jannan every \ear, the Home Department of the Government of India 
qirejLHrcs a list from information received from the various departments? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar* A statement is published annuaMy 
shn\^ifig the commurwal strength of each department 

Number of Members of each Community in each Grade of the Office 
OF THE Accountant General, Madras. 

761 . *Mr, Abdul Latil Sahib Farookhi: Will Government be pleased to 
atate the number of Hindus, Muslims and Chnstians, permanent and acting, 
with their pay, in each grade in the Office of the Accountant General 
Madras? 

The Honourable Sir George Schueter: A statement giving the informa* 
tion required by the Honourable Member is laid on th'e table 
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(а) For those who were in the cadre before Ist March, 1925. 

(б) For those who entered the cadre on and after Ist March, 1925. 

(t) For Quantity Checkers 

(h) For Quantity Checkers 

^i^res marked with ai^ asterisk indicate the numbers of Aaglo<In4ifms. 
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Appoiktmbnt of a Muslim as Headmastbb of the Government High 
School, Delhi 

762. *Mr Abdul Lfttil Sfthib Tarookhi: (a) Will Government please 

state whether any Muslim has ever been appointed as Headmaster in the 
Government High School, Delhi, during the last 25 years? 


(6) If the reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government please 
state the name of the Headmaster, and the period for which he acted ? 

(c) If the reply to part (a) be in the negative, will Government please 
sta^ whether they ever asked the Punjab Education Department to 
transfer any Muslim to hold the post of the Headmaster, Government 
High School, Delhi? 


Sir Frank Noyce: (a) No 
(6) Does not arise 

(c) I regret that information on this point is not readily available 


Staff of the Government High School, Delhi 


753 ♦Mr. Abdul Latif Sahib Farookhi: (a) Will Government place on 
he table a statement of the present staff of the Government High School, 
Delhi, showing names, designations, pay, length of service, and their 
lenods of service in the Government High School, Delhi? 


(b) Are there any teachers who have been teachers on the su»u ui tuo 
laid school for more than ten years? If so, do Government propose 
o arrange their transfer elsewhere to break the existing monopoly, keeping 
Q view the long standing grievances of Muslims? 


(c) Is it a fact that the five top posts among Anglo-Vernacular teachers 
if the Government High School, Delhi, are occupied by non- Muslims and 
lave been so occupied for a long penod? 


Sir Frank Noyce : (a) A statement is laid on the table 

(b) Yes The question will be considered, but it may be remarked that 
LO monopoly exists 


(c) iYes 



Statemeni of 1h% preseni staff of the Government High School, Delhi, 
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Staff of the Government High School, Delhi 

754 *Mr. Abdul Latif Sahib Farookhi : (a) How many teachers were 

-e mployed in the advanced clerical classes attached to the Government 
High School, Delhi, and how many of them are non-Muslims, and what 
are their names? 

(h) Has the staff of the ad\ meed clerical classes been confirmed If 
not, are Government prepared to consider the desirability of replacmg any 
two of the present tempoiary staff by appointmg qualified Muslims? 

Sir Frank Noyce* (a) Foui, all ot whom are non-Muslims Their namet 
are — 

Hans Ea] Kawlra, 

Dina Nath Handa, 

Shiv Chand, and 
Babu Lai Bhargava 

(6) The answer to the fii*st jiart of the question is in the negative As 
regards the second part, the (juestion will be considered when a vacancy 
•occurs 

Qualifications of the Headmaster, Government Industrial School, 

Delhi 

755 *Mr. Abdul Lattl Sahib Farookhi * (a) Will Goveinment kindly 
state llie academic technical, and industrial qualifications of the Head- 
master, Government Industrial School, Delhi*’ 

(b) \re Government aware that men of his technical and industrial 
qualifications aie not consideied suitable and capable for appointment as 
Headmasters of Industrial Schools ot the middle standard in the two neigh- 
bouring provinces of the Punjab, and the United PK)vmces? 

(c) In the interest of technical education, do Government propose to 
consider the desirability of appointmg a duly qualified Headmaster for the 
said school? If not, why not? 

(d) Are Government aware that on the provinciabsation of the M B 
Industrial School, Delhi, the entire staff of the School with the smglo 
•exception of the Headmaster was taken into Government service on pro 
bation, while the Headmaster was taken permanently from the date of 
piovincialisation^ 

(e) Will Government please state the reasons why the Headmaster was 
treated differently from other memberb of the staff'-’ 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra; (q) The Headmaster is 
R BA, SAV (Ist Division), BT trained, he holds a drawing 
master s certificate and has been emplo>ed m his present schoCt from 
190S He has also visited schools of Art Indus! nal schools and other 
phees of educational value in England, France Switzerland, etc 

(h) Government have no infonnation 

(c) Government consider the Headmaster fully qualified for the post 
lie holds 

(d) Yes, 
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(e) As the Inspector of Industrial Schools, Punjab, reported that the 
Headmaster's work was of outstanding excellence for jears, it was not 
considered necessary/ to place him on probation 


AppoINTME^T oi- Muslim Teachers in the Government Industrial 
School, Delhi 

756 *Mr. Abdul Latil Sahib Farookhi : (a) Will Government kindly 

state the numencal strength of (i) Muslim pupils, (ii) non Muslim pupils, 
(in) Muslim teachers, and (iv) Non-Muslim teachers of the general side of 
instruction of the Industrial School, Delhi? 

(b) In case there is an overwhelming majority of Muslim pupils, and 
a disproportionate majontv of non-Muslim teachers of the general side, 
are Government prepared to consider the desirability of increasing the pro- 
portion of Muslim teachers in the school? 

(c) Is it a fact that when the only Muslim teacher of the general sidi^ 
of the school proceeded on leave, a non-Muslim was appointed m his 
placet? 

(d) If the reply to part (r) be in the affirmative, will Government please 
state whether any efforts were made to secure the services of a Muslim 
candidate? If not, why nob? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (aj (i) 219 

(ji) 72 

(ill) 1 

(iv) 4 

(h) Government will give diit* consideration to the suggestion when a 
vacancy occurs 

(c) and (rf) I’he facts are that when the permanent incumbent (a 
Muslim) went on leave another Muslim was appointed to officiate in hia 
place , subsequentlv this latter teacher proceeded to the Normal School 
for tiuming and a Hindu was appointed to officiate in his place 

Affection with Pyorrhea of Mr Muzaffar Ahmad, an Accused in 
THE Meerut Conspiracy Case 

757 *Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohaudhury: (a) Will Government be 

pleased to state whether Mr Muzaffar Ahmad, one of the accused in the 
Meerut Conspiracy Case has been, according to three Indian Medical 
Service officers of Meerut, suffering from a serious type of pyorrhea 
alveolaris? 

(b) Is it a fact that Major Macrae, IMS, the Officer Commandmg^ 
and Badiologist of the British Military Hospital at Meerut, after X- raying 
the gums and skull of Mr Muzaffar Ahmad, deposed m the Court of 
the Additional Distnct Magistrate of Meerut that if not properly attended 
to the pyorrhea might even endanger the life of Mr Muzaffar Ahmad ^ 

(c) Is it a fact that Mr Muzaffar Ahmad demanded treatment by 
evpert American dental surgeons of Calcutta and praved for bail, leave 
or transfer to the Alipore Central Jail, Calcutta, to receive such treatment? 
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{d) Is it a fact that the Additional District Magistrate of Meerut 
never passed any order on the above mentioned prayer of Mr Muzaffar 
Ahmad? 

(d) Is it a fact that subsequently Mr Muzaffar Ahmad’s teeth were 
examined by the Militarv Dental Surgeon, Captain Burke, who suggested 
the extraction of seventeen teeth? 

(/) Is it a fact that Mr Muzaffar Ahmad applied to the effect that, 
before submittinc^ to such a drastic treatment a joint opinion of Dr 
Ahmad, D D S and Dr S C Sen Gupta, D D S , the well-known » 
aental surgeons of Calcutta, should be obtained, and for that purpose the 
X-ray photographs of Mr Muzaffar Ahmad’s gums and skull be sent to 
them together with the written opinion of Major Macrae and Captaini 
IBurke? 

(g) Is it a fact that the Jail Superintendent inquired of Mr Muzaffar 
Ahmad as to who would pay the consultation fees of the above men- 
tioned dental surgeons of Calcutta, to which Mr M Ahmad replied that 
he being in prison, he was not in a position to pay the same? 

(h) Is it a fact that on receipt of this reply from Mr Muzaffar Ahmad, 
Lieut -Colonel Rahman referred the matter to the Military Dental Surgeon, 
who opined that the seeking of opinion from Calcutta dental surgeons was 
not at all necessary on this matter^ 

(i) Is it a fact that Mr M Ahmad's not submitting himself to the 
treatment of Captain Burke without consultation of expert opinion, the 
treatment of his pyorrhea has been altogether dropped at this stage? li 
so, taking the seriousness of Mr M Ahmad’s disease into consideration, 
do the Government propose to take any further steps m the matter? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar. I am making inquines and will 
communicate with the Honourable Member in due course 

Ill-health of Mr Muzaffar Ahmad, an Accused in the Meerut 
Conspiracy Case 

1758 ♦Mauivi Abdul Matin Obaudhury: (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state whether Mr Muzaffar Ahmad was sentenced to four years’ 
rigorous imprisonment iii what was known as the Cawnpore Communist 
Conspiracy Case^ 

(6) Is it a fact that he was released from Jail before the expiry o! 
his sentence under orders from the Government of India on the ground 
of ill-health? 

(o) Is it a fact that this ill-health was nothing but pulmonan tuber- 
culosis 

(d) Is it a fact that Rai Bahadur Dr D K Mukherji, the Superinten- 
dent of Rao Bareli District Jail, where Mr M Ahmad passed the major 
portion of his convict life, reported to the Government that Mr M Ahmad 
\^a8 attacked with pulmonary tuberculosis? 

(e) Is it a fact that in the ‘‘Convicts History Ticket” the name of 
the disease of Mr Muzaffar Ahmad was stated as tuberculosis'^ 

tFor answer to this question, sec answer to question No 757 
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(/) Is it a fact that on inquiry from the Distnct Magistrate of 
Meerut, Lieut -(Colonel Cooke, IMS, the Superintendent of Dehra Dun 
Distnct Jail, reported th.it Mi Muzaffar Ahmad was suffering from tuber- 
cleg in hih lung'^ 

(g) Is it a fact that Dr Bhopal Smgh, M B B S , of Meerut after 
examining Mr M Ahmad physically and taking the X-ray report of Major 
Macrae into consideration, opined that jMr M Ahmad wag still suffering 
from an active tuberculosis ' 

{h) Is it a fact that when Mr M Ahmad applied to the Allahabad 
(High Court to be released on bail on the ground of an attack of tuber- 
culosis, Mr K H Horton, the Deputy Inspector General of Police, 
United Provinces, and the complainant of the Meerut case on behalf of the 
Government of India, filed an afhdav t saying that Mr^ Muzaffar Ahmad 
was not attacked with tuberculosis in 1925 when he was released from 
Jail? 

{{) Is it a fact that Mr M Ahmad fainted in Court on the 4th of De- 
cember, 1929? 

Railway Saloons for Members of the Executive Council. 

769. ‘Mr. Sarabhal Nemchand Hajl: (a) Is it a fact that Govern- 
ment propose to construct four new saloons for Members of the Executive 
Council at a total cost of Rs 3,61,704^ 

(b) Are the four saloons intended to replace the saloons built over 20 
}ear8 aga*^ 

(c) What was the original cost of these saloons and what would be 
the cost of building similar saloons today ^ 

(d) Are Government aware that Cabinet Ministers in England are not 
in the habit of travelling in specially constructed saloons even when they 
travel long distances, for example, to Geneva? 

(c) Do Executive Councillors accommodate their personal assistants m 
the same carnage that is occupied by them? If so, why? 

(/) Why is it stated in the statement submitted to the Standing Finance 
Committee that “For these reasons it was not possible for Honourable 
Members to carry on their ordinary w^ork while travelling in these saloons”? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (u) Yes New saloons have been 
eoiistriicted as a normal replacement 

(b) Yes To replace six saloons built over 25 years ago 

(c) The cost of the original six saloons was Bs 1,68,000 They are 
out of date and it is difhciilt to estimate accurately the present cost of 
replacing «-al()()ns of that t\pe, but it would be approximately double the 
original cost 

(d) The Government of India have no information 

(6) Yes Their personal assistants who are also their stenographers 
may he required at any time to do work for Members in the course of a 
journev and it is therefore the most economical arrangement that they 
should he close at hand It also mav sometimes happen that Members’ 
saloons are attached to trams on w’hich no passenger accommodation is 
available 
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(f) The old saloons were out of date and unserviceable for their pur- 

ipose 

Wi'h u'ferenee to the generil implication of these questions it should 
be i)(iinlv>l out that a svstem oi pooling saloons has now been introduced 
for the hiNi time For this ])urpose the saloons retained for the use of 
Members of the Executive Council and of the Eailvav Board will bo 
treated in future as a common pool The requirements will be carefully 
watched wuth a view to reducing the number maintained to a minimum 
It Js hop 'd that this wmII ultimatelv result in a considerable economy 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Ma\ 1 inquire for how many davs in the \ear 
these saloons are used bs the Honourable Members of the Executive 
CouiK il ^ 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster* I am afraid I must have notice 
of that question 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya* Ma\ I inquire whether Cabinet Ministers in* 
England travel 1)\ saloons*’ 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I have already answered that 
qiK'slioii when 1 said that the Go\eriiment ot India have no information 
on the subject 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya: Will the Government ascertain and let us 

JvllOW 

Mr. M. S. Aney* May J .isk wdiether in the pooling of saloons those used 
b> Mcinhei^ ol I’lovincuil E\ecuti\e Councils also will be taken into con- 
sideration ? 

(No aiiswei was given ) 

Pandit Hird^>y Kath Kunzru* With references to the answer to part (d) 
of the question, may 1 ask whether the Honourable the Finance Member 
himself can furnish an\ infonnation to the Government of India ^ 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I am very glad to give the Hon- 
ourable Member an expression of m> own opinion on the subject As far 
as I know, it is a fact that no saloons are supplied to Bntish Cabinet 
Ministers But I submit, Sir, that the circumstances are entirely differ- 
ent A Bntish Cabinet Minister is not in the ordinary course of his duty 
called upon to undertake long tours w^hen he may be living for several 
days or even weeks in a raiUva\ carriage, which often happens to Members 
of the Executive Council when thev are making long tours in India It 
rnicrbt interest the Honourable Member to know that I have considerable 
penonal expeiience of conditions in Afnca where, I can tell him, that 
persons in the position of Members of the Executive Council are alwa\s 
provided wuth saloons in which they can travel about and do their work on 
tour, and I can tell him also that the standard of comfort in railway 
joumevs to which I myself w*aa entitled m the Sudan was in fact consi- 
dernblv higher than that which I have as a Member of the Executive 
Council m India 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: May I ask the Honourable the Penance Member 
whether the saloons provided in Afnca are specially built at Government 
expense, or are the saloons hired for the purpose? 
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The Honourable Sir OecMrge ScbuBter: My oun personal experience 
chiefly relates to the Sudan, where the Government Eailway Service keeps 
saloons foi the use of Members of Council and other mgh officials when- 
ever they make tours in tnc country 

Mr. Lalcnand Navalrai: Will the Honourable Member please say w be- 
thel the Honourable the President of the Assembly is provided with a 
saloon ? 

Mr. President: Order, order. 

Mr, K. 0. Neogy: Sir, is it the intention of Government to build two 
more saloons in future, or to reduce the number of saloons for Members of 
the Executive Council to four as a matter of letrenchment? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I have already explained the posi 
tiOE as regards that question It is intended now% instead of each Mem- 
ber having his own saloon, that there shall be a pool of saloons, the object 
being to reduce the number that is maintained to the minimum which is 
found consistent with the needs of the situation The first step has been 
to reduce the number of saloons from six to four It mav be possible to 
effect a still further reduction 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy What will then happen, Sir, during Chnstmas, when 
nil the si\ Members (;f the Executive Council are supposed to be on 
tour? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster* T am glad to see — if T am correct 
in understanding from the Honourable Member’s question — that he is soli- 
citous about the comforts of Members of the Executive Council I have 
no doubt that we shall be able to get over that difficulty by supplement- 
ing the saloons which are reserved for the special use of Members of the 
Executive Council b\ horrow'ing tounst cars for the purpose 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Ha{i: May I know, Sir, if it will not be possible 
to provide reasonable amenities and comforts by allowing each Executive 
'Councillor to travel m a reserved first cla«;s compartment, and by asking 
his personal assistant to travel in a second class reserved compartment, if 
necessary ? Would that not cover the requirements of the case ? 

The Honourable Sir George SchUBter: If the Honourable Member had 
an\ knowledge of what a Member of the Executive Council mav have to 
do m the course of a long tour, I think, ho would appreciate the fact that 
he could not carry out his duties if he was living for several days in a 
first class compartment, also I think it is very likely that no substantial 
economy would result from such an arrangement 

Mr. Vldya Sagar Pandya: May I ask, Sir, whether, with reference to 
the answ'er given bv the Honourable Member to Mr Haji’s question, dis- 
tnet engineers and chief engineers will not be provided with separate 
ealoons'^ 


(No answer was given ) 
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'<3ubstionnai»k of the International (Maritime) Labour Conference 

700 *Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Ha]i: Have Government received 
copies of the questionnaire of the International Labour Office on the 
subjects provisionally dealt with bv the 13th Session of the International 
j(Mantime) Labour Conference? If so, are Government prepared to for- 
ward them to the Indian Associations interested in them? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Kath Hltra: Government have received 
for their own use a limited number of copies of the questionnaires adopted 
by the 13th (Maritime) Session of the International Labour Conference 
The associations of emplovers and labour interested in these documents 
should apply for copies required bv them to the Indian Branch of the In- 
ternational Labour Office New Delhi 

Appointment of Indians to the Royal Indian Marine 

73 1. •Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Ha]i: (a) Will Government be pleased 
“ 1)0 state if all the seven vacancies of Executive Officers and Engineer 
Officers in the Royal Indian Marine, which were advertised a few' months 
ago, have been filled up? If so, how many Indians have been selected? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state how many candidates have 
been selected for the Royal Indian Marine appointments m the examina- 
tion held in November last? How many of them were Indians? 

(c) Do Government propose to throw open any of the vacancies in the 
Royal Indian Marine to cadets of the I M M T S “DufPerin"? If so, how 
do the\ propose to select the cadets*’ 

{d) Do Government propose to hold a competitive exammation exclu- 
sively for the cadets of the **DufTenn'’ shortly)'’ If so, will Government be 
pleased to explain the procedure they wish to adopt With regard to select- 
ing the cadets of the “Duffenn" to the Royal Indian Marine ’ 

(e) Is it intended to h.ive an mteivicw Board, in addition to the written 
exammation, before the cadets are selected? If so, what will be the con- 
stitution of the Interview Board? 

Mr. O, M. Young: (a) I assume that the Honourable Member is refer' 
mg to the eight vacancies — not seven as stated in the question — which 
were declared open for competition at the Royal Indian Manne entrance 
examination held m Delhi in November 1929 Two Indian boys — both can- 
didates for the engineer branch — were declared successful at the examina- 
tion The remaining vacancies have not yet been filled up 

(b) Three English boys passed the exammation in England and two 
Indians passed the examination in India 

(c) First part — Yes, Sir 

(c) Second part and (d) — The three vacancies for Indians m the execu- 
tive branch which w'cre not filled at the open exammation woll be offered 
for competition among cadets of the “Duffenn", at a special examination 
to be held in Bombay next May The cadets will also be required to 
pass the usual medical examination before they are permitted to appear at 
the examination The Flag Officer Commanding will arrange for the 
exammation, and the Public Service Commission has kindly undertaken to 
help 

(e) Government are considering the question whether there should be 

interview test or not. 
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RBPBBSJBNTATION of IjfDIAN CJoMMEBCIAL INTERESTS ON THE RAILWAY 

Rates Inquiry Committee 

762. *Mr, SaTEbhai Nezncluusd HeJI: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state if the Railway Board have received a representation from the 
Indian Chamber of Commerce (The Desi Vyapura Mandal), Lahore, with 
regard to the representation of Indian commercial interests on the Railway 
Kates Inquiry Committee? If so, when was the representation received 
and what action have Government taken on the same? 

(6) Has representation on the Railway Rates Inquiry Committee 
being granted to the Northern India Chamber of Commerce, which re 
presents European interests? If so, do Government propose to consider 
the advisability of extending the same privilege to the Indian Chamber of 
Commerce, Lahore? 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsozifl : (a) No doubt the Honourable Member s question 
refers to representation on the panel from i\hich the commercial member 
of the Railway Rates Advisory Committee is selected and, if so, the answer 
to the first part of the question is in the affirmative A representation 
from the Indian Chamber of Commerce, Lahore, w'as first received m 
December, 1927, and no decision was then come to 

A further representation was received m October, 1929, and the m.itter 
was referred to the Punjab Government and to tin* North Western Railway,. 
A reply from the latter is awaited 

(6) The repl\ to the first quer\ is in the alhrmative, but Government 
are not aware that the Northern India Chamber of (commerce represents 
European interests exclusivelv 

Regarding the second part, the matter is a^read\ under the considera- 
tion of Government 


UNRTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Cost of the Kanora Valley Railway 

266 Pandit Thakur Daa Bhargava; (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state what was the original estimate for the conatniotion of the Kangra 
Valiev Railway'^ Has the construction been completed? If so, what has 
been the total cost? If not completed, what is the cost up to date and 
what 18 the estimate of the cost still to be incurred till completion ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the cost actually incurred far exceeds the estimate? 
Will Government please state what has occasioned this excess, and who is 
responsible for the same? 

(c) Is it a fact that a big contractor has made a definite allegation 
that the excess is due to slackness and inefficiency of the railway officers 
concerned wU-h the construction ^ 

((f) Is it a fact that there are still several outstanding claims unsettled, 
and that legal action about the same has either been taken or is under con* 
templation, being at the stage of legal notice^ 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Bs 134 lakhs The hne has been opened for 
traffic but construction has not yet been completed The approximate 
outlay to the end of December is Bs 2d4 lakhs and it is expected that the 
total cost will be about Bs 310 lakhs. 

(b), (o) and (d) The total cost will exceed the original estimate consi- 
derably The matter is under mquiry and I regret therefore I cannot at 
present give a reply to these portions of the Honourable Member's 
question 

Peomotion op Clerks in the Supply and Transport Corps 

269. Pandit Kilakantha Das: (a) Is it a fact that the Government of 
India are contemplating the amalgamation of the different cadres of Mecha- 
nical Transport and the Supply and Transport clerks? 

(b) Is it also a fact that since the formation of separate Mechanical 
Transport cadre, the promotion of the clerks in this cadre has been more 
rapid than that of those in the Supply and Transport cadre? 

(c) If the reply to part (6) be in the affirmative, do Government propose 
to adopt measures to safeguard the interests (regarding seniority) of those 
clerks in the Supply and Transport cadre who were senior to the clerks m 
the Mechanical Transport cadre before the formation of the latter separate 
cadre, but are now receiving less pa\ on account of less rapid promotion m 
the Supply and Transport cadre 

Mr. O. M. Young* (a) No, but all new appointments are now made to 
a single combined cadre of clerks belonging to the Supply, Animal Trans- 
port and Mechanical Tran'^port brandies The two existing cadres will, 
therefoie, disappear in coin sc of time 

(b) Owing to the mcicascd mechanization of the Army promotion m 
the Mechanical Transport cadre is more rapid for the time being Once 
the Mechanical Transport establishment is stabilmed, the position will 
probably be reversed because the Supply and Transport establishment is 
larger and contains a higher proportion of senior men 

(c) To remedy the immediate slow'ness in promotion in the Supply and 
Transport cadre, it has been decided to reserve half the number of vacan- 
cies due to increased mechanization, and not to normal casualties, for 
Supply and Animal Transport clerks who are w’llling to transfer to the 
Mechanical Transport cadre 

Liquidation of the Indarprast Stores, Limited, Delhi 

270 Pandit Nilakantha Das: (a) Is it a fact that Indarprast Stores, 
Limited, Delhi, has been under voluntary liquidation for the last 6 years? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Store had operated for only 2 years before 
liquidation ? 

(c) Is it also a fact that the unusually long period taken for the liquida- 
tion of the Store formed the subject of interpellations in this House during 
the last Simla session and also on previous occasions? 

(d) Do Government propose to take any steps to expedite the liquidation 
and to take steps against those responsible for the delay? 


0 
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The Honourable Sir deorge Bainy: (a), (b) and (d) The Honourable 
Member is referred to the statement furnished to Mr Siddheswar Prasad 
Sinha in reply to his question No 719 m the Legislative Assembly on the 
23rd September, 1929 A copy of the statement is m the Library. 

(c) Yes. 

Installation of an Additional Electric Point in ‘‘ C " and “ D ” Class 
Quarters in New Delhi 

271. Pandit Nilakantha Daa: (a) Is it a fact that the Government of 
India have had under consideration for the last three years the question of 
installing an additional electric point m the godown rooms of “C'’ and “D" 
class quarters in New Delhi? 

(b) If so, what decision has been arrived at in the matter'’ 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) So far as 'D" quarters 
are concerned, the question of installing an additional electric point has 
been under consideration for about a year As regards “C" quarters, the 
question has only recently come under consideration 

(6) Government have decided that these additional points should be 
given m all clerks’ quarters (not only “C” and “D" quarters) as soon as 
funds are available 

Delhi Camp Allowance admissible for Attached Offices 

272 Pandit Nilakantha Daa: (a) What are the rates of Delhi Camp 
allowance admissible for Attached Offices niid the Arm\ He.idquarteis offices 
moving from Simla to Neu Delhi for the winter? 

{h) Will Government be pleased to state the leasons for the difference 
in the scales of the allowance for the Arm\ Headquarters and for the 
Attached Offices? 

(c) Do Government propose to consider the ({uestion of granting a 
uniform scale for both? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) 


Secretariat Attached Offices Army Headquarters Offices 


Pay 

Rate of allowance 

Salary 

Rate of allowance. 

Ra 

R 

a 

P 

Rs 

K. 

a. 

P 

50 or leas 

. 16 

10 

8 per mensem 
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16 

10 

8 per mensem 
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0 
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20 

0 
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26 

10 
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33 

6 
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. 40 
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(b) The allowances are iii both cases given at the rate of two-thirds of 
the old Calcutta rates and the difference is due to the different scales of 
emoluments fixed for the two sets of offices 

(c) The reply is in the negative 


Classification of Clerks of the Central and Pt njab Governments 
FOR the purpose OF TRAVELLING ALLOWANCE 

273 Pandit NUakantha Daa: (a) Is it a fact that the classifica- 
tion of Government servants under the Central Government moving from 
Delhi to Simla in respect of travelling allowance is different from that of 
the Punjab Government employees moving from Lahore to Simla? 

(h) Is it a fact that a Central Government clerk getting Rs 18<3 
monthly is treated as a third class officer while a Punjab Government 
clerk travelling on the same line and getting the same pay is treated as 
a second class officer? 

(o) If the replies to the above be in the affirmative, when do the Govern- 
ment propose to remove the anomaly? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) I understand there is some 
difference 

(b) No 

(() The grant of travelling allowance to Government servants moving 
to hill stations \Mth the headquarters of Government is governed b\ special 
iul(‘s whith Lof ul Go\erninents irt‘ empouered to make tnd some dis-simi- 
laritv in rules so framed is to he expected The Government of India do 
not consider that there is anv anomaly 


House Rent Allowance for Clerks not provided with Government 
Quarters in New Delhi. 

274 Pandit Nilakantha Das: (a) What are the rates of house rent 
allowance allow'ed to Government servants who have to make their own 
arrangement for residence in Delhi city for want of Government accommoda- 
tion in New Delhi? 

(b) Are Government aware that there is a general complaint regarding 
the insufficiency of the rate? 

(c) When do Government propose to consider the question of revising 
the rate of house rent allowance or of providing a sufficient number of 
residential quarters? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) I am sending the Honourable 
Member a statement showing the rates of Delhi house rent allowance ad- 
missible m certain circumstances to clerks living in Delhi City 

(b) No 

(c) Government have decided that their policy must be to reduce and 
not to extend or enhance these allowances The question of providing 

0 S 
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additional residential accommodation in New Deliu is already under con- 
sideration 150 quarters which were sanctioned last vear are imder cons- 
truction and provision has been made for the construction of 36 more 
quarters in the coming financial year 

Shobtaqb of Quaetees and Shops in New Delhi. 

275. Pandit Nilakantha Das: (a) Is it a fact that at the time of every 
annual allotment of quarters in New Delhi, the demand is far in excess ol 
the number available? 

(b) Is it also a fact that at the time of every allotment of municipal 
shops in Diaz Square and Baird Boad m New Delhi, the demand is far in 
excess of the number avEulable? 

(c) If the replies to the above questions be in the affirmative, what 
steps have Government taken to construct more quarters and shops durmg 
the current year to meet the increasing demand? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Hitra: (a) and (b) Yes 

(c) 150 quarters which were sanctioned last year are being constructed 
These and 86 more quarters which have recently, been sanctioned will, it 
18 expected, be constructed before the next winter season 

As regards shops, the New Delhi Municipal Committee ha^ applied for 
land for the construction of further shops, the question of the allotment 
of this land and the terms on which it should be allotted are now under 
consideration 


Classification of Quarters in New Delhi 

270 Pandit Nilakantha Das: (a) What was the classification of Go\- 
ernirient servants in ro'^pect of pay for the allotment of quarters in New 
Delhi in 1921 and 1929? 

(b) Is it a fact that the classification has changed more than twice 
during these years? 

(c) Is it a fact that the change is not due to any change in scales of 
pay but to comparative scarcity of higher class quarters for clerks? 

(d) When do Government propose to reMve the old scale? If not, 
why not? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mltra: (a) Presumably the 
Honourable Member seeks information in regard to clerks’ quarters m New 
Delhi If so, I place on the table a statement giving the information re- 
quired 

(b) Yes on tbiee occasions, viz , in 1922, 1926 and 1928 

(c) The changes in classification have been made (a) because the scales 
of pay were revised and increased subsequent to the fixation of the original 
classification, and (b) to equalise as far as possible, the percentage of 
quarters in each class 

(d) In view of the reply to part (c), the question of reviving the old 
classification hardly arises. 



Stiitement 'showing the classification of clefka* quarters m New Delhi in 1921 -22 And 1 929-30 



*A oertam number of quarters of these classes have been built and the question of 6xmg pay hrnits for them is under consideration. 
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Shobtaob of Quarters ik New Delhi. 

277. Pandit Kilakantlia Das : (a) Is it a fact that about 50 per cent of the 
staff of the migratory and non-migratory offices in New Delhi have not 
been provided with Government quarters in the current season? 

(b) What steps do Government propose to take to provide them with 
more quarters to obviate the necessity and hardship involved in their having 
to make arrangement for their residence m Delhi city at a distance of 
several miles from their offices? 


The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) Kather more than 50 
per cent of the migratory and non-migratory staff have been given accom- 
modation in New ])('lh] (The actual figure is some\\here about 57 per 
cent ) 

(h) Each year Government review the position and jirovide, as far as 
possible, funds for building additional accommodation 


Doctors provided for Government of India Staff in Simla and 

New Delhi 


278 Pandit Nilakantha Das: {a) Will Government ]>lcase state the 
names of the doctors appointed for the various gnidcs of the Government 
of India staff for the last summei season m Simla and for the current 
season in New Delhi ^ 

(5) Were their names, addresses and rules, etc , for consultation circu- 
lated in the offices for the information of those concerned? If so, when? 

(t) If the reply to part (6) be m the negative, what steps do Govern- 
ment propose to take to avoid the repetition of this omission m future? 

Sir Frank Noyce: (n) The information required bv the Honourable 
Member is shown m the enclosed statements 

(b) and (c) The arrangements made at Simla in 1929 and at Delhi for 
the 1929-30 season for medical attendance on the staff and establishments 
of the Army and Eoyal Air Force Headquarters were communicated to the 
several heads of Offices for the information of those concerned As regards 
other Government servants employed under the Government of India, the 
rules in regard to medical attendance at Simla are contained m the Depart- 
ment of Education, Health and Lands Besolution No 780, dated the 12th 
December, 1922, while the names and addresses of Medical Officers speci- 
ally deputed to attend the Government of India clerks who reside in the 
Delhi City ore communicated each season to the several Departments of 
the Government of India for the information of those concerned. Gov- 
ernment do not consider any further section is necessary 
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gtafement tnotnng (At nomtt of ojffUtert deputed *n 1929 to attend the employeee pf 

the Oovemment of India »n Simla {excluding Army and BoyalAtr Force Beadquartere ) 

Pay of Government employee entitled 
Name of Medical Officer to attendance by officer mentioned 

in column 1. 

Major H K Rowntree, M C , I M S , Civil Exceeding Rs 500 
Surgeon, Simla E 

Lt -Col N M Wilson, IMS, Civnl Surgeon, Ditto. 

Simla W 

Dr K E Robertson, I M D, in charge. Gov From Rs 160 to Rs 409 
ernment of India Junior European Sec 
retanat establishment 

Dr J N Mukerjee, P C M S , m charge Ditto 

Government of India Junior Indian Sec 
retanat establishment 

K S Dr Muhammad Hussain, I M D , Sub Up to Rs 150 
Charge, Civil and Military Dispensarj' 


The duties of officers in medical charge of Army Headquarters Staft and Establish 
ments and Royal Air Force Headquarters at Simla arc divided as follows — 

An arbitrary line drawn across the Ridge from North to South through the Town 
Hall, divides Simla into an East and West area 

(а) (i) Officers of Army Head North side of Jakko Simla Major H C D Rankin 

quarters and their fami West (Exclusive of Elysi 0 B E , B BE 
lies urn Hill) R A M C ' 

Hotels included in area — 

(t») Clerks of Army Head Corstorphans 
quarters on salanes of Grand 
Rs 260 per mensem and Cecil 
oyer and their families Ro>al 

(б) (») Officers of Army Head Elvsium Hill, Simla East Major W C Hartgill, 

quarters and their fnmi (Exclusive of North side M C , R A M C 
lies of Jakko) 

Hotels included in area — 

(i*) Clerks of Army Head Craig Dhu 
quarters on salaries of Longwood 
Rs 250 per mensem and Harvington 
over and their famihe« Elysium 
Clarke’s 
Central 
Lawne 
U S Club 

(ttt) Officers and clerks on Wherever resident 
salaries of Rs 250 per 
mensem and over of 
Roj al Air Force and 
their families 

c) Clerks of Army Hcadquar 

ters on salaries of Rs 75 
to Rs 249 and their fami 

lies. 

d) (t) Indian clerks of Royal 

Air Force Headquarters 
on salaries of Rs 75 to 
Rs 249 per mensem and 
their families 
(n) Menials 


Ist Class Assistant Sur 
geon, E M. Cuzen, 
IM D 

Sub Assistant Surgeon 
Subedar Major and Ho- 
norary Lieutenant 
Mohd. Raea Khan Ba- 
hadur, IDSM IM D 
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thowxnq the names of Medical Officers deputed to attend the employees of the Oov 
eminent of India residing in Old Delht. 

Claaa of Government employees entitled 
Name and rank of Medical Officer to attendance of Medical Officers. 

Lt Col C H R<»mhold, M C , F R C S Employees of Government drawing Rs, 600 
(Ed ), I MS, Civil Surgeon and Chief per mensem or above as pay 
Medical Officer, Delhi 

Dr L A N Greenway, I M D [^Military All European and Anglo Indian clerks of 
Assistant Surgeon Army and Royal Air Force Headquar 

ters drawing less than Rs 260 per men- 
sem 

Dr Parmeshwari Das, Civil \ssistant Sur 1 Indian clerks of Army and Royal Air 
geon Force Headquarters drawing leas than 

Rs 260 per mensem and living in Timar 
pur and Kings way 

2 All Government servants on Civil side 
drawing a salar\ of Rs 160 to Rs 499 
living in Timarpiir and Kingsway 

Dr. Jagan Nath, Civil Sub Assistant Sui All Government servants drawing less than 
geon Rs 160 and above Rs 15 and living m 

Timarpur and Kingsway 

Dr Amar Nath Khosla, Civil Sub Assistant All Indian clerks residing in old Delhi 
Surgeon 

Note - -For officers of Army and Royal Air Force Headquarters drawing Rs 260 or 
over Major H C D Ivankin, O B E , R A M C , Surgeon to Commander in Chief, is the 
authorised Medical Officer When he la out on tour or when he mov’^es to Now Delhi m 
January 1930, the Officer in Charge, Detention Hospital, the Fort, Delhi, will be the 
Medical attendant for them — ’For emergent cases, the services of Chief Medical 
Officer can be availed of 


Statement showing the names of Medical Officers deputed to attend the Government of India 
and Army Headquarters employees in New Delhi 

Class of Government employees entitled 
Name of Medical Officer to attendance 

Major H H Elliot, M B E , M C , IMS, All European and Indian Government 
Civil Surgeon, New Delhi servants of Army and Royal Air Force 

Headquarters and their families whose 
pay 18 over Rs 260 a month All Gov- 
ernment servants emplo\ed on the civil 
side drawing Rs 600 and over 

Dr DwarVa Dicsh, Assistant Surgeon . All European and Indian Government clerks 

of Army and Royal Air Force Headquar- 
ters and their families whose pay is less 
than Re 260 a month 

Civilians drawing over Rs 160 and 
less than 600 

Dr Bhagat Ram, Sub- Assistant Surgeon . Civilians drawing below Rs 160 

Dr Randhir Singh, Sub-Assistant Surgeon Ditto 

Note — Major H C D Rankin, OBE.MB.RAMC, Surgeon to His Excellency 
the Commander m-Chief, when in New Delhi, from January 1930 will be available for 
officers of the Army and Royal Air Force Headquarters drawing over Rs 260 per mensem 
for consultation daily at the Combined Hospital, New Delhi, between 10 a. M , and 11 A.K.» 
except on Sundays and Gazetted Holidays 
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Provision of a Migratory School moving bbtwben Simla and Nbw 

Delhi 

279 Pandit Nilakantha Das: (a) Is it a fact that the Government of 
India have had under consideration for more than a year the question of 
starting a migratory school moving between Simla and New Delhi? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state what decision has been 
arrived at in the matter? 

Sir Frank Noyce: (a) The question of establishing a migratory school 
which would move between Simla and New Delhi has been under the con- 
sideration of the Government of India since September last 

(b) No decision in the matter has yet been reached 

Examinations held by the Public Service Commission 

280 Pandit Nilakantha Das: Will Government be pleased to lay on the 
table a list of the examinations held by the Public Service Commission 
since its formation m 1926 ^ 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: A statement has been laid on the 
table. 


Statement showing the examination'^ hcl'l by the Public Sen icc Commission since 1920 
Year Name of Examination 


1926 


1927 


192H 


1920 


1 Indian Audit and Accounts Service 1 

2 Imperial i ustoms Service 

3 Military A( counts Department J 

4 Indian Police Service 

5 Indian Railwav Service of Engineers 

6 Transpoitation (Tiaific) and Commercial Depart )* 

ments of State Pail wavs 

7 Ministerial Selection Branch 

1 Indian Police Service (Punjab) 

2 Indian lore^t Service 

3 Indian Police SerMce (C'eneral) 

4 Indian Railway Service of Engineers I 

5 Transportation (0 ratRc) and Corrimercial Depart- ) * 

ments of State Railwav** 

6 Indian Audit and Accounts Service 

7 Imperial Customs Service c* 

8 Militarv \ccounts Departments J 

1 Indian Civul Service ^ 

2 United Provinces Civil (Executive) Service ) * 

3 Indian Forest Seivice 

4 Indian Police Service 

5 United Prov inces Police Service J* 

6 Indian Audit and Accounts Service *) 

7 Tmoerial Customs Service 

8 Military Accounts Departments J 

1 Indian Civil Service ) 

2 United Provinces Civil (Executive) Service j * 

3 Indian Railway Service of Engmeers '"1 

4 Transportation (Traffic) and Commercial Depart 1 

ments of State Railways >• 

6 Signal Engineering Departments, State Railways I 
6 Electrical Engineermg Departments, State Rail J 
wavs 


*The«e were combined examinations 
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Statem^nl showtng thf examinfUtons hell by the Public Servioc Comm%es%on etnce 192ih- 

oontd 

Year. Name of Examinatiop 

1929- tonl'l 1 Indi/*n Police Service ) ^ 

8 United Provinces Police Service ) 

9 Indian Forest Service 1 

10 Indian Audit and Accounts Service y* 

11 Imperial Customs Service * J 

12 Military Accounts Department • 

13 Ministerial Selection Branch (Qualifying) 

930 . . 1 Imlian Civil Service 

2 1. nited Provinces Civil (Executive) Service > * 

1 Indian Kailvav Service of Engineers. ^ 

4 Indian Service of I ngineers | 

5 Supinor Telegraph and Wireless Branches of S 

Posts and 1 elegraphs Department I 

0 Transportation (Trafhc) and Commercial De J 
partments, State Railways 


Central Government Offices located at Calcutta 

281 Pandit Nilakantha Das \\ ill Government be pleased to state the 
r.amos of the Cential Govtrnimnt ofiiccs that arc still at Calcutta and 
the reason why those oftH es aic kept there when all other offices have been 
removed to Dt'lhi'’ 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar* The following subordinate offices of 
the Government of India are at present located at Calcutta For ad- 
ministrative reasons Government did not consider it necessary to change 
their present location 

1 Commercial Intelligence Department 

2 Office of Metropolitan’s Chaplain 

3 Office of the Presidency iS'enior Chaplain, Church of Scotland 

4 Registrar of the Diocese 

5 The office of the Principal officer. Mercantile Marine Department, 

Calcutta District 

6 Central Stationery Office 

7 The Central Forms Store 

8 Central Publication Branch 

0 Government of India Press (Calcutta) 

10 Office of Geological Survey of India 

11 Office of the Controller of Patents and Designs 

12 Office of the Chief Inspector of Explosives 

18 Office of the Superintendent, Government Test House, Aliport» 

14 Office of the Controller of Inspection, Calcutta Circle 

15 Office of the Controller of Purchase, Calcutta Circle 

16 The Meteorological Office, Calcutta 

17 Office of the Director, Zoological Survey of India 

18 Office of the Director, Botamcal Survey of India. 


♦ rhe«o wert* combined examitmtioiie. 
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19 OfiSce of the Surveyor General of India 

20 Office of the Keeper of Records of the Government of India A 

portion of this office has already been removed to New Delhi 
and the remainder will be removed in due course 

21 Office of the Librarian, Imperial Library 

Standard of the last Public Service Commission Examination for 
THE First Division in the Secretariat 

282 Pandit Nilakantha Das: (a) How many candidates appeared at 
the last examination of the Public Service Commission for the First 
Divi^^ion and what peicentage of them have been declared successful? 

(h) Is it a fact that this was a qualifying test? 

(c) What percentage of candidates i^cre passed m similar qualifying 
tests held in the previous \ears b> the Commission and the Staff Selec- 
tion Board, and vhy is the percentage of passed candidates so low at the 
last examination*^ 

(d) What ^\as tliL pass percentage of marks at the previous qualifying 
tests, and what was it at the last test*’ Has the standard been raised 
this time ^ If so, w h\ ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) 292 candidates appeared for the 
Upper Division of whom seventeen qualified 

(h) Yes 

(c) A statement is being forwarded to the Honourable Member The 
percentage of passes is ]ow% because most of the candidates failed to reach 
the required standard 

(d) I have no information I understand that a fairly high qualifying 
standard was adopted by the Public S'ervice Commission on the advice of 
the Departmental Conference which reported on the subject m 1927 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
PILGRIMAGE TO THE HEDJAZ 

Mr. President: The House will now proceed to elect five Muslim Mem- 
bers to the Standing Committee on Pilgnmago to the Hedjaz There are 
eight candidates whose names are sprinted on the ballot papers which will 
now be supplied to the Honourable Members in the order m which I call 
them Of these Maulvi Muhammad Yakub has since withdrawn his candi- 
dature 

Pandit Nilakantha Das (Onssa Dixusion Non-Muhammadan) Sir, 1 
want to sa\ something 

Mr. President: Does the Honourable Member wish to withdraw his 
candidature^ fLaughter ) 

Pandit Nilakantha Das: I w^anted to be a candidate, but I can't be one 
now, because the House is called upon to elect five Muslim Members This 
matter somehow escaped notice of my friends, and it also escaped my 
notice . 
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Mr. Prasldent: Is there any point of order? 

PftHdit yilal on t h a Dssi I want to point out, Sir, that this is a vicious 
firinoiple If this pnnciple were introduced as a matter of convention, none 
would have any objection, but that the House should be called upon to 
elect five Muslim Members to the Standing Committee is certainly open to 
objection I should like to see that this objection may be recorded for 
future 

Mr. President: I am afraid the Honourable Member and his fnend to 
his left are always too late They should have raised the point when the 
House was discussing the motion to elect five Muslim Members 

Pandit Kilakantha Das* We did not get the Ih jiort of the Hdj Com- 
miltei' ii.;r did we gi\(' ,in\ proper consideration to the subject, \\hen we, 
off-hand, decided on the election, but I mereK suggest that this should be 
recorded for future guidance and from nevt ycai we should have it on the 
Agenda that five Members from the Assembly and not Muslim Members 
should be electcsl to this Committee This is a matter of principle w^here no 
communal distinction should he tolerated The President of the Committee 
too, here is not necessarily a Muslim 

(The ballot was then taken ) 


THE INDIAN FINANCE BILL 

Mr. President: The House will now resume further discussion of the 
amendment* of Sardar Gulab Singh to chuise 7 of the Finance Bill 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas (Indian Merchants’ Chambei Indian 
Commerce) Sir, I nso to oppose the amendment of mv Honourable friend, 
Sardar Gulab Smgli, and hope to be able to convince the House that the 
apprehensions on which m} Honourable friend’s amendment is based are not 
warranted 1 believe Sir, there wae two more speeches from the 
European Group BimkIks m suppoit of tlie amondmont of nu Honourable 
friend My Honourable friend. Sir Dnrc\ Lmd'^av spoke on this amend- 
ment with consideiable reserve, but what struck me about his speech was 
its nervousness If I mav put it m colloquial language, he appeared to 
have got cold feet at tins move of the Government of India, and did not try 
to undeistnnd how the huge ml combine Morks m India I propose to 
read for hm benefit the opinion of a person in the European commercial com- 
munity who would have occupied the same position as mv Honourable 
friend today occupies if there w^ere a European Groirp m the Assembly m 
the year 1922 Sir Frank Carter, whose authority to speak on this ques- 
tion, I am sine, Sir Darev Lindsav will not challenge, speaking in this 
House on the 7th March, 1922, said as follows 

“The impott datv on fore»m oil used to be annas per imperial gallon It is now 
raised to 2^ annas per gallon Government have also imposed an excise duty of 1 
anna per gallon on kerosene oil produced in India I do not myself see why this 
excise duty should not be the same as the import duty on foreign oil, namely 2^ annaa 
per gallon Most of the oil produced m India comes from Burma and we all know 
that oil companies are some of the largest and richest companies in the world Is there 
any reason why the oil companies of Burma should be let off so cheaply’ It is not as 
if all the profits they make ore spent in India ’’ 

*'Tn clause 7, for the words ‘one anna and six pies’ the words *one anna and three 
flies* be substituted ** 
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That, Sir, was the opinion of a distinguished European merchant in this 
House in 1922, and it would be interesting to know if my Honourable friend^ 

Sir Darcy Lmdsaj , spoke yesterday on behalf of hit, party, and, if so, what 
justified the European Group today m the Assembly changing the opinion, 
so clearly expressed by Sir Frank Carter, not very far back m 1922 

Sir Darcy Lindaay (Bengal European) The reason why the European 
Group approved of the views I expressed is that the Burma Oil Company 
have, by retaining the price of the yellow oil, given a great benefit to India. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdaa: I sympathise with my Honourable fnend* 
on what I mav call his ignorance of the problem on which he specdis As I 
proceed, I shall point out that my Honourable friend is unfortunately, in 
this case, not well versed with the facts, because the Report of the Tariff 
Board on Oil absolutely puts out of court this one ground which my Hon- 
ourable friend urged \e&terday and which I tun sorry he repeats again today. 
However, I hope to be able to convince him that either he, or, those m the 
European Group, who have been advising him on this question, have not 
made the best use of the Report which I think is the basis of this increase 
m duty The other Member who spoke on this is the Honourable Member 
from Burma, Mr Lamb Mr Lamb frankly told us that he at one time was 
connected with the Bumia Oil Company Whether he is so connects 
today or not, I do not know 

Mr. W. S. Lamb (Burma European) No, Sir 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: Howe\cr, m\ friend cannot have forgotten 
what he must have learnt wdien he w^as connected with the Burma Oil Com- 
pany All I can say is that Mr Lamb gave a wTOng lead to the House by 
the spcfcdi which hr made \('-t<ida\ I expect to he able to show' that. Mr 
Lamb should have said something quite different from what he actually did 
sa\, but before I proceed with the merits of the case, let me take excep- 
tion to the manner in which Mr Lamb started by prejudicing the support 
to this Government measure from this side of the House and especially 
prejudicing the discussion what he said about my Honourable fnend Mr 
Ghanshynm Das Birla Mr Lamb tried to make out that simply because 
.Afi Gliaii^ln.im Das Birla linu hid laielv been importing kerosene oil, 
Mr Birla w'anted the import duty to be reduced No more unworthy 
remark could have been made on the floor of this House If this is the 
manner m which the European Group wish to keep out Indians from enter- 
prises m this countrv, I can give them plenty of similar remarks m future 
There is a painful precedent in this connection Mv friends on the 
Euiopcm Benches will lemember Sir James Simpson, a vet} esteemable 
person otherwise, who, w'hen he found that he had no better argument to 
oppose the Coastal Reservation Bill of m\ friend Mr Sarabhai Haji, started 
his speech on that Bill in an objectionable manner by mentioning to the 
House that my Honourable fnend Mr Sarabhai Haji was a paid servant 
of the Scindia Steam Navigation Company— a method of beginning observa- 
tions on measures before this House, which may recoil on my fnends on 
the EuKcpean Benches Sir, if we on this side of the House happen to be 
proprietors of cximmercial concerns and industries in this country, my 
fnends on those Benches expose themselves to the retort that they are 
nothing more than glorified Head Clerks and Managers, mere hirelings plead- 
ing for their masters 
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Blr Darcy LindBay : On a point of explanation I am not a hireling 1 
am not a Head Clerk nor am I a Manager I am an independent person, 
who has served for ver^ many years in India, and I am offering my services 
to India 80 long as my health enables me to do so. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakuidaa: My friend, Sir Darcy Lindsay, will realise 
that I ha\e not named h?m at all, and unless my Honourable friend, Sir 
Darcy Lindsay, can get Mr Lamb, who belongs to his Group, to realise that 
he made an unworthy attack on my Honourable fnend Mr. Birla, I fear 
that what I have said ought to stand for the European Group generally As 
Mr Lamb still persists in holding by the remarks which he made, let me 
tell the House of the effort which is being made by the vested European 
ml crests m kerosene oil to prejudice this hrst step of Indians in the direc- 
tion of getting a part of their share in the import of kerosene oil Mr 
Birla 's firm has been importing kerosene oil in a very small proportion for 
the last SIX months or a year What do these vested interests do? As soon 
as the oil arrives here, a frantic telegram is sent to the principals of that 
oil company in America 8a>ing that Mr Birla's firm is selling that oil as 
Gandhi oil and thus encouraging the political agitation and propaganda of 
which all Europeans in this country are so frightened (Cries of “shame’’ ) 
Will my Honourable friend Mr Lamb either ascertain and confirm this, or 
dare he challenge this ^ Naturally, Sir, the only reph Mr Birla ’s firm gave 
to this was that so unworthv w’ould this be that the\ would not think of 
connecting Mahatma (tandhi’s name with such a small tiling as kerosene 
oil jmpoi ted into India This, however, indicates exactlv what the meiiLilitv 
of m\ Honourable fnend from Burma is when he speaks on this question 
Mr Birla yosterdav told the House liow% although various items of taxation 
may suit his business, he is oppo'^lllg them m tlie natumal inteiest and 
where these do not suit him, he is supporting them Can Mr Lamb sav 
the same of anv item of taxation that has been before the House ever since 
he joined this House? Enough, tlierefoie, of this prejudice souglit to be 
ere Cod, and I onlv hojie that Sir Darc\ Lmdsa\ s Onjii)) w ill liiot give us 
further cause to complain m this matter as he is here to seivc the best 
interests of India, a self-imposed task for which I lespect him highlv I 
hope he will lead his Group in this Assembly m a manner which is dignified 
and which would be, if I mav use the word, respectable and gentlemanh 
Let them not start hv prejudicing issues If then have not a hettcT case, 
wl^ not admit it without much ado*^ 

Now, Sir, with regard to the mam question of excise dutv, I w^ould 
alwavs oppose an excise duty on any local pioduce on princi-ple, the prin- 
ciple being that the local production should compete with the imported 
article If the local production of kerosene oil competed m normal course 
with imports of keiosene oil, I would oppose this excise dutv , in fact, I 
would even favour taking off the excise dutv But what aie the facts'’ In 
this connection I would like to read from the Note of Dissent by the Presi- 
dent of the Tariff Board, Sir Padamji Ginwala On page 55 of the Tariff 
Board Report this is what he says 

• 

Both indigenom and foreign kerosene are sold by this group at the same price ” 


There is a combination, the importer and the local producer both work 
together The obvious inference therefore is that the extent to which the 
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excise duty is lower than the import duty, to that extent the profit of 
the indigenous companies is increased On page 84 again Sir Padamji 
Oinwala says 

‘‘Difference between prices of inferior and supenor kerosene not necessarily beneficial 
to p>oor consumer only ” 

That 18 the heading of the paragraph I do not wish to 
take the time of the House by reading this paragraph, but I 
indicate the relevant paras^raphs in order to bnng home to those 
who have supported this motion that they are overlooking the most valuable 
material available to this House m the Tariff Board ’s Report, and particular- 
ly m the Minority Report of the President of the Tariff Board, Sir Padamji 
Oinwala 

Now, Sir Darcy Lindsay referied to the cheap yellow oil for the poor and 
Mr Lamb said that bv supplying this cheap yellow kerosene ol for the poor 
at a certain rate, the Burma Oil Compan\ was confernng a great boon on the 
Government of India and on the masses of India Again, I say that either 
rnv friends do not know' their facts, or, if they know them, the\ have not put 
them forward in the correct manner that they should be put forward Page 
66 of the Minority Report has these words 

Sir Darcy Lindsay* What about the Majority Report? 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: You ma\ refer to paragraphs 73 to 75 of 
the Majority Report The\ do not support Mr Lamb but I prefer the 
Minority Report to the Majority Report Why should the references in the 
Minority Report be rejected summarih ^ Anybody who reads this Report 
with an impaitial and open mind, will sav that Sir Padamji Ginw'ala has 
gone into tins pioblem more thoroughh and in a moie business-like manner 
than the two dissenting members I give him all the credit for it In 
fact I suggest that tins side of the House should oxpiess its great appre- 
ciation of the splendid efforts of Sir Padamji Gmwala to fight against these 
odds m his own country Let the Honourable Member challenge what Sir 
Padamji Gmwala sa\s m his able Report Sir, to be m the minority is at 
times to be in the right Sir Padamji says in paragraph 10 of his Minonty 
Report on page 66 

‘The result is to lower tlie cociage realised puce The reason guen for this polic\ 
IS the good of the consuinei of inferior kerosene The re\i object however, is to 
eliminate competition and consolidate the inonopoU of the Pool in the sale of inferior 
kerosene ” 

What a different picture from the one which Mr Lamb would like this 
House to believe Later on. Sir Padamji Gimvala develops how under the 
guise and 'pretence of giving this cheap kerosene oil at an apparently low'er 
rate, this big combine maintained their monopolies m India What is the 
good of saying that, because the combine give that, they are an asset to 
India? As a matter of fact, according to Sir Padamji Gmwala s Report, it 
IS because they give this cheap oil, they are able to maintain and consoli- 
date their monopoly here Mr Lamb harped on this and tried to bnng 
out that during the w'ar period the Burma Oil Company had not profiteered 
Well, Sir, a commercial organization which does not profiteer is always 
entitled to the greatest respect But he m the wide world who did not 
profiteer during the war »period could either have been a saint or a fool 

Dr. A. Stthrawardy (Burdwan and Presidency Divisions Muhammadan 
Rural) Those words are synonyms I think he is either a kna\%4W a "fool 
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Sir PiirshotaiiuUui TkUkkurdM: I woiild retain the word “saint” My 
Honourable fnend may apply the other word if he prefers it 

Now, let us see if the Burma Oil Company is eith^- samtly or foolish in 
their busmess methods On page 7 of the Majority Beport, the Tariff 
Board give financial details about the Burma Oil Company 

Sir Hugh Oocke (Bombay European) Are the figures of the Majority 
Beport reliable m this connection? 

Sir PursliotamdM ThakurdM: They are facts, and if Mr Lamb tells me 
that they are inaccurate, I will accept his statement It is no use my Hon- 
ourable fnend from Bombay try^mg to interrupt in this naive manner Sir^ 
on page 7 the Majority Beport gives these facts 

"In addition, in 1903, £500,000 debentures were outstandin,g but these were all paid 
off by 1913 Of the ordinary capital of £6,868,256, £5,690,664 represents bonus shares ” 

And after giving details about the dividends declared by the Burma Oil 
Company thev conclude \Mth this 

‘'It appears, therefor*", that an original holder of £100 shares in this Company would 
now hold shares of the nominal value of £540, which at present market quotations 
would be worth over £2 400 and in the period 1902 — 1927 would also have received 
dividends of o\er £1,600 ” 

Now 1 venture to ask the Honourable Membei from Burma who had 
P Noon connection with the Burma Oil Company, where did all 

° this monev come from to that Companv ? Where did they get the 
nionty to give bonus shares to then shareholders'’ 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah (Bombay City •' Muhammadan Urban) By serving 
India 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas* “By serving India” the Honourable 
Leader of mv partv suggests, possibly so m the eyes of the European Group 
Not that I mind anv increase in the prosperity of any commercial or indus- 
trial organization in India, but uhen it is a question of making out a case 
that that oigani/at ion (tin Bmma Oil Companv) has been a philanthropic 
bodv, solicitous of the welfare of the masses of India, it is the limit, and I 
suggest that either Mr Lamb will get some ^Member from his pai*ty to 
explain tlie reasons of this jihenonienal piosperitv of the Buima Oil Com- 
pany, or he will admit that there is something behind this cheap y^ellow 
kerosene oil on which both he and his Leader harp so much 

The Government of India, for the first time I think, had in 1928 an 
inquiry into the oil industry of India There are man\ aspects of the way 
in which this inquiry w^ns ordered and the way m which this inquiry was 
carried through, which are vciy exceptional I think my Honourable 
friend, the Commerce Member, will bear me out if I say that the inquiry 
was ordered by the Government of India within a few weeks of the demand 
coming from the interests concerned 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Bail- 
wa\&) No Sir, nearly six months 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas; Did they apply for an inquiry nearly six 
months before it was actually started ? 

The Honourable Sir Gemrge Rainy: It was first brought to the notice of 
the Government of India. I think at the end of September or beginning d 
October, 1927, and the inquiry, I think, was ordered towards the end of 
SfarcK 1928. 
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Sir PursHoUmdas Thakurdw: I take it that the application of the oil 
companies, requesting the Government of India to hold an inquiry, and 
other papers connected with it, would be available to the House if I request 
the Honourable Member to place them on the table of the House? 

The HonouraWe Sir George Eainy : I am afraid I could not possibly, with- 
out notice, give an answer to that just now 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: Will the Honourable Member give me a 
reply in the course of the debate tomorrow? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I think that is a request that cannot 
fairl> be made 

Sir Purahotamdae Thakurdas : If the Honourable Member is not prepared 
to 'place on the table the relevant papers relating to this subject, then I 
take it that this particular inquirv was ordered by the Government of India 
within a few weeks after the application v,a.& made Six months earlier, it 
may have been some other aspect for which an inquiry was required If the 
Hononr.ible Member wi'^hes 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Mav I take it that the Honourable 
Member is questioning my veracity? 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: Not at all 

The Honourable Stf George Ramy: Surely the Honourable Member 
ought to realise how serious it is 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: I do not challenge the Honourable Mem- 
bci s veracity What I wish to krcu i- d the mquirs for vhich a request 
was made to the Government of India six months back was on exactly the 
same subject on which the inquiry w^as finally ordered by the Government of 
India The Honourable Member should place those papers on the table of 
the House 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy* Perhaps if I supplement wliat I 
have said a little while ago, it will make the matter a little cleaier What 
T said w'as that the Government of India was first approached towards the 
end of September or the beginning of October What T cannot recollect 
at the moment is whether that was a written representation or in the first 
instance a verbal representation Tne immediate reply of the Government 
of India to that w^as, “\ou have got to submit a full statement before we can 
consider it” It is quite true that that full statement, which I think was 
included in the reference to the Tariff Board, was submitted — I cannot 
recall the exact date — towards the end of December or beginning of 
January That is mv recollection, but T am speaking from memory What 
I should be very glad to do, after looking up the papers is to supply the 
Honourable Member privately — I do not mean confidentially — with the in- 
formation he wants for any use he mav make of it But I do not think 
it would be right for me to promise that I would give a reply in the course 
of the debate, when there is no guarantee that any reply that I can give 
would be relevant to the matter under discussion at the moment 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: I think. Sir, the matter is much clearer 
now than it was a few minutes back There is no question of challeng- 
ing the veracity of my Honourable fnend, Sir George Rainy If there is 
any one about whose veracity I would have the least suspicion, it is Sir 
George Rainy's 

D 
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Mr. President: Then the Honourable Member makes a distinction 
betA\een Member and Member! 

Sir Purchotamdag Thakurdas: Not necessanh, Sir I am dealmg at 
present with Sir Gcoige Rainy and I say that I would not, even m my 
dream, think of suspecting the veracity of any statement that he makes in 
this House He will, however, himself see that his last replv is more full 
and therefore 1 am piepaied to leave this question at this point I have 
now got this information that the oil companies did apply six months 
earlier, but the} applied then without the full details w^hich the Government 
ot India insist upon before considering an application for a Tariff Bo<ird 
inquirv That is enough foi m} purpose 

Sii, the inquiry 'vus a summary one It was completed within seven 
to eight weeks Now' I would like to draw the attention of the House, 
and I am suie the Honourable the Commerce Member must have studied 
this Report full}, to the manner m which the inquiry w'as considered 
the pal ties concei-ned On page 61 of the Minority Report, Sir Padamji 
Oinwala sa}S 

“In MOW of the events which pieceded the launching of the rate wai in Septenibei, 
1927, and ot the understanding existing between the main participants it is difficult 
not to hnd the piiucipals of the applicant Companies — I except the Indo Burma Petro 
leurn Company to whom the Asiitic Petroleum ("ompanv’s piomise of compensation does 
not lefer — guilty of a lack of candour amounting almost to deliberate ni<jla fides " 

J wondei, Sii, wluthei the Honourable the Comnieice Member, during 
Ids cait.r tis President of the Tariff Board, or ns the Commerce Menibei 
of the Ooviinment of India till now remembers an} such remark having 
been made by a responsible member of the Tanff Board, accusing the 
parties who apply for an inquiry of something which almost liorders on 
hiala fidf8 Furthei on, on the same page. Sir Ptidamji Ginwala says 

“It appears therefoie that the local representatives of the applicant Companies had 
no knowledge of this a<greement, and the blame for the failure to place all the material 
facts of the case before the Government of India must rest upon their principals m 
Ldndon To my mind their conduct as disclosed by these facts is indefensible The 
machinery of this Boaid is intended to be used upon the instiuctions of the Government 
of India for the purpose of enquiring into hotia fide applications by indigenous industries 
for protection against foieign competition But it is difficult to regard the present as 
a hona fidt application except perhaps in the case of the Indo Burma Petroleum Com- 
pany The assistance of the Government of India has been invoked for a purpose 
which cannot be regaided as legitimate Though compensation had been promi^d by 
the principal belligerent, tu application for protection was put in as if the whole of 
the indigenous indudiv w is suffering serious damage throughout the rate war This 
failure to disclose material facts might alone have justified a summary dismissal of the 
appluation in the interest of public discipline “ 

On page 63, Sir Paduinji Ginwala says, referring to the evidence of Gulf 
pnets 

“It IS clear from the above that the quotations cannot be taken as reliable proof of 
actual prices ’’ 

What ifi, Sir, the difference between the actual prices of w'hich Sir 
Padnmji Ginwala complains*? The Petroleum Timcn reports fob Gulf 
port prices as 6 75 cents per Amencan gallon on 3rd September, 1927 
Reuters reports same at 5 The Standard Oil Company reports at 4| cents 
to 7^ cents , and the figure taken by the pool for the calculation of world 
paritx IS 8 cents Take 1926 or any other year Whatever year you take, 
there is a difference of | to 1 cent Now, Sir, the freight quotations that 
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the oil companies calculate are not correct I refer to page 65, paragraph 8 — 
“Evidence of Freight Unsatisfactory" I will content myself with refer- 
ring only to the various heads under which Sir Padamp Ginwala has come 
to the conclusion that the evidence put before him has been unsatisfactory 
The very data, facts and figures supplied to the Tariff Board are in the 
opinion of its President unsatisfactory 

Then regarding the difficulty of ascertaining current prices of indigenous 
kerosene, 1 refer to paragraph 9 of Sir Padnmji Ginwala ’s Minority Report 

“It will be seen therefore that in the present condition there is no such thing as 
‘current’ prices in the ordinary sense for they are what the Burmah Shell make them 
for the time beur^ In the entnely artificial atmosphere thus created by the deliberate 
action of the group, no correct valuation of current prices is possible There is at 
present no economic relation between the foreign and internal prices and the level of 
current prices cannot seriously be regarded a& evidence of dumping ’’ 

In paragraph 10 he deals with foreign competition in respect of inferior 
kerosene oil, and I have already quoted the real cause of this cheap 
kerosene oil according to Sii Padamji Ginw^ala 

Sir Padamji Ginwala has something very interesting to say regarding 
the difficult} of ascertaining the financial position of the oil companies 
He deals with it on page 56 of the Report, and in paragiaph 6 he deals with 
the Attock Oil Conipan}, which is said to be the onl> company w’hich is 
an indigenous compan} This compan\ has a sterling capital but I do 
not mmd the sterling capital pait of it This is the remaik v\hich Sir 
Padamji makes about this Company 

“The method adopted, moreover, involves far too many hypotheses and assumptions 
to ensure even a reasonable degree of accuracy By way of illustration I cite the 
following passage from paragraph 55 dealing with the Attock Oil Company to show the 
process of reasoning by which some of these results have been arrived at 

In 1926 the profit m India was £48,361 Owing to the increase in production, the 
expenditure per unit produced has very much oeclmed After examining the cost 
accounts which have been produced we are satisfied that had the expenditure m 1926 
been at the same rate as in 1927, on the production of the former year expenditure 
would have decreased by about Rs 11,00,000 excluding from account London expenses, 
interest charged, and depreciation On the 1927 scale of expenditure per unit, piofits in 
1926 would thus have been increased by about £83,000, giving a total profit of 
£131,000 

Having obtained hypothetical figures in the way indicated above as regaids profits 
or losses, various adjustments are made sometimes in accordance with actual facts and 
at other times on hypothetical grounds, and the financial lesults so derived form the 
basis of the main recommendation that no case has been made out for national assis- 
tance ’’ 

He concludes wuth this in paragraph 7 

“I am unable to agree with many of them without a good deal of more technical 
knowledge than I have been able to acquire in the space ^ seven or eight weeks. It 
appears to me that some of them, at any rate, may, if not found wholly inaccurate, on 
further examination require radical revision ’’ 

This, Sir, IS the method m which these oil companies acquitted them- 
selves when there was an actual Tanff Board inquiry ordered by the 
Government of India at the request of these companies Their accounts 
were put before the Tariff Board on bvpothetical grounds, and even then 
are submitted to them m confidence — and this is the remark of even the 
majority They say 

“It has not been possible to set forth the financial position of the different com- 
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[Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas J 

Now, 1 venture to ask whethei it is justifiable for an\bod>, m view" ot 
wliat has been biought out m this Report, either bv the majority or the 
minority, to My that Government are hitting the indigenous companies 
by levvirig an excise dut} , oi lather by incteasmg the excise dut\ If the 
companies h.ive a case, and if they feel that they are prepared to put all 
then cards on the table, by all means let them go before the Tariff Board, 
have a full inquiry made, and I will be the first to say aftei seeing the 
icport of that full mquirv, that not only should the increase which we are 
considering todaj be reduced, but the whole of the excise duty should go 
in order that the indigenous industr;^ mav flourish and may not suffer any 
loss But the material supplied in this Bepoit either by the majority oi 
bv the minority sections — and I repeat here again that I do not put less 
reliance on the Minonty iteport of Sir Padamji Ginwala than on the 
Majority Report — the material submitted here absolutely puts any such 
pleading today out of court Sir Padamji Ginwala has been a very distin- 
guished and lesponsible member of the Taiiff Board, and with the full 
weight of his responsibility he could not have made the remarks that he 
has made regarding the whole case without being able to meet any 
challenge that might be thrown out to him Did the oil companies challenge 
Sir Padamji Ginw ala’s Report‘d Have they submitted anv thing to the 
Government of India against the various allegations and criticisms made 
by Sir Padamji Ginwala against them? 

Sir Padamji Ginwala comes to a remarkable conclusion at the end of 
Ills able and full Minority Repoit I will onlv again read the headings, which 
vmU be sufficient for the purpose of the pictiue which I wish to put before the 
House The chapter is headed, “Exorbitant prices m India demand further 
exploration of subject” He starts with paragraph 46 touching upon 
“exorbitant prices” as he consideis them to be In paragraph 47 he de ils 
with “Margin betw'cen jaices of crude and of finished products”, and in 
paragraph 48 he examines the “Margin in America”, which he makes out 
to be equivalent to one anna and six pies per Imperial gallon In para- 
giaph 49 he deals with “Mai gin m India” which he makes out to be a sum 
of two annas per gallon which is taken out of the consumer in India 
What solicitude foi the masses of India and for the consumer in Indii^ 
In paragraph 50, Bir Padamji Ginwala lefers to “Measure of Exploitation 
of Consumer” In paragiaph 51 he deals with “Monopoly the Principal 
Cause”, and m paragiaph 52 he deals with the “Mam Remedy, the 
Introduction of Competitive Conditions bv Import of Crude” He" finally 
concludes bv suggesting an alternative remedy, namely, “Government 
Control of Prices” 

I feel. Sir, that those who are interested m this subject should, before 
Ihev criticise the Government of Indians measure which is before the House, 
study Sir Padamji Ginwala 's Report Even though Sir Padamji Ginwala 
may have made an error of judgment, it was up to the oil companies to 
put all their cards before the Government of India to refute Sir Padamji 
Ginwala 's attitude m this connection, and until they do so, we are quite 
justified in taking for granted that the difference between the excise duty 
and the import duty is a difference which goes into the pockets of the 
indigenous companies w^hich work hand in hand with interests abroad. I 
have therefore come to the conclusion that the variation in excise and 
import duties as suggested by the Government of India is the right thing 
m the light of the information available up to now-, but unless the oil 
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companies are prepared to submit to a full and searching inquiry by the 
Tariff Board, the Government of India will be justified in putting up the 
excise duty to the import, duty If the oil companies have a grievance, it le 
for them to ask for a full mquiry b> the Tariff Board, when, if a case is 
made out that the excise duty is a hardship on the indigenous companies^ 
or that the difference between the excise duty and the import duty does not 
go into the pockets of these companies, this House would be prepared to 
1 educe not onl^ the increase under consideration if passed but the whole of 
the excise diit^ 

1 therefoie, Sir, congiatulate the Government of India on this first 
modest step which the\ have taken, and it is iulJ) wan anted by what is 
«jaid in the Tariff Board s Beport 1 hope the} will follow^ up the various 
suggestions of Sir Padainji Gmwala,, who has indicated that the consumer 
of kerosene oil in India is being mulcted to the extent of Ks 5 crores by 
this huge combine (paiagraph 46 of Minoritv Keport) and that the whole 
<)uestion ot the kerosene oil suppK of India requites a searching inquiry 
by the Goveinment of India Sii, 1 have gieat pleasuie m supporting w'hat 
the Goveinment ha\e proposed, and I oppose the amendment of my 
lIoiiom<ibl( hiend, Saidar (nilab Singh 

Mr. Arthur Moore (Bengal European) Sir, I feel that my friend, 
Sii Purshotamdas Thakurdas, at the beginning of his, speech, imported a 
little unnecessary heat 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: You started fiom \our Benches yester- 

day 

Mr, Arthur Moore: That is just the point Sir Darcy Lindsay and 
Mr Lamb spoke yesterday and Mr Lamb quite frankly spoke as a person 
wEo has a financial interest in oil 


Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: Making an insinuation 
Mr. Arthur Moore: Wait a minute. 


Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: 


I am going to w'ait and follow }Ou up. 


Mr. Arthur Moore: First of all, Im does not m the least object as I 
^derstand him, to any one say mg that he himself has interebts m oil. 
He has interests in oil We are accustomed in this House to people 
speaking quite frankly from the point of view of the industries in which 
they have a stake Mr Mody, as we all know, speaks here for the mill- 
ownere, and it is right and proper that he should Personally I do not 
^nsider that it w^as any very dreadful reflection upon my friend Mr 
Birla, who ''e all know, has laige financial inteiests though personally 
I have no knowledge as to in what way he is interested in this question. 
But I do not think that Mr Lamb 

Ste Pu^otamdM Thakurdas: My Honourable friend forgets that Mr 
Lamb insinuated that Mr Birla supported the import duty because he 
wanted encouragernent to the import of oil in which he is interested Does 
he not see the insinuation? 



2134 


Li,OISL\TIVE \8SEMI,L\ 


[21 ST Mau 1930 


Mr. W. S. I«ainb: Sir, may I be allowed to make an explanation? As 
Mr Moore has pointed out, it is well-known to Honourable Members — I 
have myself on two occasions said quite clearly—that I have an interest 
in oil, a very considerable interest m one of the smaller companies No 
doubt Mr Birla and others have discounted, and will alwajs discount, 
anything I say about oil because of that fact There is no reason what- 
ever, I do not see any reason, to apologise for any remark that I have 
made 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: So be does not see the insinuation yet 

Mr. W. S. Lamb: And for the information of Sir Purshotamdas 
Thakurdas I might mention that Mr Birla and I met last night and spoke 
in a friendly way He said, “Mr Lamb, we crossed lances today” He 
took no ex(‘eption whate\er to an\ thing that I said, and I think, if he did, 
he is quite capable of speaking for himself without borrowing the thunders 
of Sir Purshotamdas Thakiiidas 

Mr. Arthur Moore: ^s to the further remark made b\ Sir Purshotamdas 
about “(landlu oil — again I have no personal knowledge at all m tht 
matter, but a Membei of the (Iroup has just now told me that, as a mattei 
of fact there does exist an .dmanac displaying Mi Gandhi as an adver- 
tisement for the oil importing agency with which Mr Biila is connected 
S'omebodx max have ob|ected, and Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas ma\ hav^e 
heard of such a thing But if a Member ot this House thinks that is .i 
good wav of recommending his business, I personally do not complain, if 
such a thing exists at all 

Now, Sir, 1 hoiie that wa can leave those peisona] ])oints and deal v\ ith 
the humble matter of keiosene 1, like Sir Prank Carter, to whom Sii 
Purshotamdas refeiied, and in common with a great many others, was 
brought up as a free tradoi But Sir Prank Carter spoke at a time when 
we were faced with a dehcit budget m 1922 When Sii Frank C'arLer 
spoke of this oil dutv, the Fiscal Commission had not lepoited India vvas 
a free tiade countr} We had never heard of the Tariff Board or of tariff 
inquiries, and we certainly had never had such examinations as we have 
had since in the case of steel and cotton and later of oil Kegretfully we 
have accepted since frankly in the interests of Indian industry, ana do 
loxallv accept, the declared policy of Government, which is discriminating 
protection The great argument w'hich endeared free trade to us in the 
old days vvas that it kept down the pnee to the consumer, and that it was 
in the interests of the general public We have, m the interests of Indian 
mdustrv , made great sacrifices of that doctrine We are agreeing in this 
verv Budget to taxes which we know’’ the poor will ha\e to bear But, 
Sir, when w'e find that Indian mdustrv' after Indian industry puts up its 
claims to the Tariff Board and that those claims are considered, and sub- 
sequently we have the Government coming to this House and asking us 
to agree to tariffs foi the sake of that industry and the House accepting 
them, the tariffs passed and the price put up to the consumer — and then 
suddenly vou have an mdustrv w’’hich askg for protection, and gets not 
protection at all but in the next Budget, or the nexi Budget but one, 
a proposal lo deciease the imriort dutv and increase th(» excise dutv in 
order apparently to damage that indigenous mdustrv, then I think the 
plain man begins to «imell a rat T have no finencia' interest in it whatever. 
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and I cannot agree with Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas when he said that 
no impartial person could read the Mmonty Report of the Tanff Board 
without coming to the conclusion that it was unanswerable I wish to 
reply to him that I consider myself impartial in this matter, and when I 
read the Minority Report 1 formed entirely opposite views to those of Sir 
Purshotamdas Thakurdas The author of the Report makes a statement 
about deliberate mala fidea vvhieh Jin the public interest merited summary 
dismissal of the application, and then he proceeds to produce what we may 
suppose to be justification for those remarks Frankly, Sir, the whole 
statement seems to me ludicrous, if not libellous, and I think that 
Purshotamdas Thakurdas might have remembered that a very convincing 
reply was immediately issued Sir, if T might paraphrase a classical 
example, I would say that, if anybody but the President of the Tariff Board 
had made these statements, I should call them a tissue of contradictions 
In fact, I would go further and say that the\ are a tissue of contradictions, 
and 1 could very easily prove it Curiouslv enough, one of the mam 
charges appears to be that the indigenous oil companies keep down the 
price — a very extraordinary remark On page 94 of the Report under 

Summary of Conclusions and Recommendations ”, it is stated that, 
“ The price both of the indigenous and foreign oil marketed b\ this Com- 
pany ”, that IS, the Burma Shell Oil Distributing Company of India, Ltd , 
” has been deliboratelv kept lower than economic conditions would have 
justified and is therefore unreal ” Therefore it would appear that the 
gravenien of the chaige against the oil companies is that they sell their 
stuff at too low’ a jiiice to the consumer Later on, on the next page, 
he savs, " There is evidence which suggests that a great deal of petroleum 
products have been sold at exorbitant prices” A totally contradictoiv 
statement At the same time on tho same pages, he says, first of all, 
that it is utterK impossible to establish what the Amenean parftv price 
IS, and secondlv, that that American pantv price is being undercut hv the 
indigenous companies, and thirdly, that thev are going above it Thus he 
does not knoyv w’hat it is but says it is both being undercut and exceeded 
In addition, he bases most of his suggestions, insinuations and innuendoes 
on the results of the first six months of 1927 He then goes on to say that 
he quite realises that you cannot establish everything from the results of 
those SIX months, but neverthele'^s proceeds to do so 

Mr. H. A. Jinnah: Mav I ask the Honourable Member one question? 
Doef the Majority or the Minority Report of the Tariff Board consider, in 
the end, that any case has been made out for any protection for this 
industry ? 

Mr. Arthur Moore: I am very far from suggesting that a further measure 
of protection is required for this industry That is not the point 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: That is w’hat w’e have been discussing 

Mr. Arthur Moore: That is not the point which w’c have been discus- 
sing We are discussing the proposal in the Budget to reduce the exist- 
ing protection, and we have also the very remarkable statement of the 
nance Member that this is only a first step in that direction 

Sir^ Punhotamdas Thakurdas: We all hop^ it is so 
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Mr. Arthur Moore: I am afraid you do, and that is the deplorable 
part of it I was interested to hear and sympathise greatly with a state- 
ment which Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas made the other day, in which 
he said that he looked forward to a time when this distinction between 
Indian and European business would disappear This is a sentiment 
which T entirely share I should like to see European bus ness in this 
eountrv' entirely done on a rupee basis T should liki* to see shan* registers 
kept and share markets existing in all the towns, so that the Indian would 
be a partici])ator to the very greatest [) 0 ssiblc ('xient in the benefits that 
can be obtained through British enterprise and British capital in this 
country T should like to see European and Indian business interlinked 
and interlocked as far .is possible But, Sir, the oil business is centeied in 
Burma where it is certainly a great national industry, where it is giving 
employment to many thousands, where it is leading to (wen kind of 
public development, and w^here there is a share register and a share market 
and where shaies are hold bv the people of the count r\ to any extent 
w'hich they like For the Indian Membeis of this House to make an attack 
on that Burmese industry merely because they think th.it it is largely 
a case of Euro})ean capital is to m\ mind unfortunite 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: Who baid so‘^ 1 neyir said anything 
like that at all 

Mr. Arthur Moore: I haye not said that you said that But I ha\e 
read the Report, and L am perfectly certain that the Report is the motive 
behind the Government a proposal 1 am very glad that Mr Ane^ with- 
drew his amendment yesterday Peisonalh 1 should be boriy to bhare in 
responsibility for refusing the Finance Member the mone\ that he requiies 
m the present situation, but, that is all the more reason wlu I would urge 
upon the Finance Mtinbei, if he can ]>ossibl\ do -^o, the advisability of 
accepting this very modest pioposal of Sardar Gulab bingh, which will give 
him revenue, but which will, I think, avoid the much more di&astroiH 
result of a rise in price It is that rise in jirice which leall^ inteiests me 
When the Budget w'as introduced, Sir Zulhqar Ali Khan made a plea, 
which I thought had a great deal of force and point m it, for the poor 
man’s lamp I am perfectly certain that the Burma Oil Gomparn, which 
IS the largest in the industry, can protect itself I am perfectly certain 
that mv Honourable friend the Commerce Member wull not succeed m 
defeating that Company I think it is a mistake, when you find a bird 
that lavs golden eggs for vou, to assume that it must be a goose Mv 
own opinion of this oil company, — with which I am unfortunately not 
conncctc'd — is that it is quite another kind of downv bird, and that it 
will succeed m passing this tax on to the consumer That, Sir, is where 
I think the Government are failing m their duty The Tariff Board rnay 
say what they like, and Honourable Members may say what 

they like, but it is one of the most remarkable economic facts 

in the history of the past twentv-five vears, wdien both eurrenev and 
prices have crashed in the great countries of the world and wKen the 
w’orld itself has passed through an unparalleled upheaval, that for the whole 
< f that period of twentv-five vears, the low grade vellow oil which goes 
into the poor man s lamp m this country has been absolutely stabilised to 
the extent of practically 2,00,000 tons a year, and the price of that quota 
has never gone up That, Sir, is a very remarkable achievement The 
paradoxical thing is that protection has kept down the price in the low 
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grade, — and this has been done as a matter of loyal obligation in return 
tor a measure of protection The Commerce Member assured us yester- 
day that there was no convention, no understanding, no obligation on the 
part of the Company I am sure that he is right, and I think that makes 
it all the more remarkable that for 25 years the poor man’s lamp in India 
has been lit at the same price because of that undertaking I understand 
that a letter was wTitten to the Vicemy of the day saying the company 
would contribute this amount at the fixed price My Honourable friend? 
appears to attach no importance to it He seems to think it does not 
matter and va>8 “Do your worst” He seems to think that he will be 
able to defeat these great Corporations, but I doubt it I think he is 
very light-heartedly risking the poor man’s lamp Sir, we who live m 
towns are a little apt to underrate the part that kerosene plays in the 
life of this country It is the light of the country, and when we talk 
about kerosene, let us not forget the tin We know what an enormous part 
tlu kerosene tin also plays in this country I myself have lived m shelters 
made entirely from kerosene tins, filled wuth earth I have had my bath 
from kerosene tins Even in New Delhi in the hostels the Government 
provide for legislators, the hot water supply is dependent upon kerosene 
tins Can the Go\emment give the slightest guarantee that the low rate^ 
of kerosene, which is what matters to the people of this country, can be 
kept dowm to its present price if they refuse to accept my friend’s amend- 
ment? T feel, Sir, that they are being dnven bv political motives, and 
that, through the Tariff Board and through the Commerce Department, 
a political demonstration is being made This fills us with great uneasiness 
We are not satisfied that the Government of India today are discharging 
Iheir duty as Irusteea for the Indian people It seems to us that they are 
much more interested in pleasing big business and big politics than m 
tliinking of the Indian home, that they are thinking much more of the 
irneer and polish of thcai mahoganv "Round Table than that it shall he 
spread wath the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth When the 
Finance Member tells us about Mr Gandhi and the adverse influences m 
London affecting Indian credit, we can also tell him that it is not entirely 
Mr Gandhi If he w ill investigate tho Commerce Department a littb^ moie 
closely and if he will consider the attitude of Government to confiscation 
bv predatory measures, he will begin to understand that there are other 
reasons w^hieh make his task difficult in obtaining money It is British 
capital itself which is one of the standbys m the present difficult times. 

I am convinced that, if you could study tlie records of the Exchange 
Banks, voii would find that it is Indian capital w'hich is going out quickest 
and that the British capital is still here It is necessary for this countrv 
and it 18 necessary for the poor man 


Mr. M. A. Jimifth: Keep it here 


Mr. Arthur Moore: I am very glad to hear my friend say that, but 
I would like the Government to think long and hard before they refuse 
my friend's amendment today and pin themselves to this document 
which, as I say, is ludicrous If that .is their gospel, they will very so<m 
find themselves in great difficulties 

The Assembly then adjourtied for Lunch till Two of the Clock 
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The Assembly rt -assembled after Lunch at Two of the Clock, Mr 
President m the Chair 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir, I should like to begin what I 
have to sav today with a brief reference to one who has been very fre 
quenilv mentioned during the course of the debate, I mean my very close 
jx rsonal fnond, Sir Padumji (iinwala, the President of the Tariff Board 
I do not suppose there is anybody in this House who knows Sir Padamji 
better than T do, or who has a greater respect and admiration for the 
admirable work he has done -in the Tariff Board or for his independent 
judgment, his courage and the energy and thoroughness with which he 
always carries out his work Sii Padam]i Gmw'ala s <ihout to quit th- 
presidency of the Tariff Board and I am very glad to have this opportu- 
nitv of paving my tcstimonv to all that he has done 

M\ Honourahle fnend, Mr Moore, used a phrase in connection wuth 
the Minority Peport on the oil industry, and the phrase was “a tissue of 
contradictions” He gave one particular instance m support of this charge 
The particular instance he gave was this He quoted from the summary 
m ('hapter VTT of the Minority Report the following sentence 

‘ The prices fioth of the indigenous and the foieij^n oil marketed bv tins Company 
lius been deliliet itely kept lower than economic considerations alone would have judified 
and aic theufore unreal” 

He then pointed out that in othei places in the Report, Sir Padamji 
had expressed the view fhat llie prices chaiged bv the oil companies were 
■exorbitant and had caused a great deal of loss to the consumer Now, 
if you place these two statements against each other and assume, without 
investigation, that thev refer to the same prices, there is undoubtedly a 
contradiction But if mv Honourable friend, whose studv of the Minoritv 
Report must, T think, have begun only a short time ago, had taken care 
to verify the particular puces which were referred to, he would have 
found that the prices which Sir Padamji G^nw;fli considenal had been 
deliberately kept low'er than economic considerations allow'ed were the 
prices charged while the oil war was in progress, and the prices he con- 
sidered exorbitant were the prices charged before the oil war began I 
think it IS a pity that, because there has been some slight increase of 
tension during the course of the debate this morning, charges of that kind 
■should he made on insufficient evidence against one wRo is not a Mem- 
ber of this Hou^se, and is not in a position to make any reply Those who 
remember Sir Padamji as a Member of this House, will have no doubt 
that he would have been perfectly capable of making a very effective reply 
on his own behalf 

I felt it neeessarv Sir, jiarticularly because I have had some connection 
with the Tariff Board mvself to make that clear about Sir Padamji 
Omwala but T must nko make it cleir that, in putting forward the pro- 
posals which are under consideration, the Government of India did not 
base their conclusions on the Minority Report but on the Majority Report 
in so far ns thev arose from the Tariff Board Report at all Sir Padamji 
and I — T am not revealing any secrets— did not alwavs agree, and when we 
disagreed, f, being an obstinate Scotchpaan, sometimes used to say to 
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him, “You think >ou are right but I hnou I am right” and Sir Padamii 
was sometimes inclined to take up the same attitude ^^ell, in this case, 
I do not, on a great many points, agiee with the Minority Report, and it 
IS right that I should say so quite frankly That is not in any way dis- 
para^ging Sir Padamji Gmwala, but in m\ view, and in the view of the 
Government of India, it is the opinions expressed in the Majority Report 
which ought to prevail, and in so far as this proposal arises out of the 
Tariff Board Report at all, I will ask the House to understand that it is 
the Majority Report which has to be considered and not the Minority 
Report 

The Government of India came to the conclusion that a substantial 
increase m taxation was neces&ar;y if ue \v(ie to meet our liabilities during 
the coming \ear, and naturally all the important subjects of taxation passed 
under reviev One of them, of course was kerosene Now when we are 
dealing w th an article of geneial consumption, we have to consider \n a 
case of this kind w^hether if there is to be anv increase m taxation, it should 
be m the form of an increase in the customs duty only, — or of excise 
dutv onlv, or possibly of both In some cases there be a claim to 

protection which may or maj not be held to be established, but what 
18 the position m this case‘s The arguments I have listened to from the 
European Benches seem to me to a])pu>a(_h perilouslv near to this jiosition, 
that becaust the industry has for a period of a quarter of a century 
enjoyed the benefit of a differincc of one anna six pies per gallon between 
the excise dutv and the import dutv, therefore that difference must con- 
tinue for an indefinite period Looking at it, as I look at all these quest lon^-, 
from the point of view of the policy of discriminating protection, I find 
it very difficult to understand how an attitude of that kind is to be justified 
The policy of discriminating protection is that industries are to be pro- 
tected until thev can stand alon,e and dispense wath piotection It is tiue 
that, in this case, the import duty on kerosene was not originally imposed 
as a prottctive dutv but as part of the system of revenue duties which at 
the time of its imposition were the only kind of duties m the Indian 
t iriff Still let us take it on the basis that at one time the duty may 
have been required to keep the oil industry going Let us take 

it on that assumption A period of a quarter of a century 
has elapsed, and that being so, is it not fair to ask whether, 

in existing circumstances, the retention of that difference between 
the two rates of duty is still necessary m the interests of the Indian 

industry'’ What do w^e find'^ I would refer to the same figures which 

have already been quoted by my Honourable friend. Sir Purshotamdas 
Thakurdas, from the Majority Report of the Tariff Board It appears 
from these figures that, out of the totnl share capital of the Bmma 
Oil Company, — a company which is responsible for rather more than three- 
quarters and rather less than four-fifths of the total production of crude 
oil in India, — it appears that of the total ordinary share capital of 
£fi,90(),(XX), onlv a little over £1,300,000 is subscribed capital, and about 
£5,600,000 consists of bonus shares In addition, there are £4,000,000 
preference shares In the vear 1927 the dividend declared on the ordinarv 
shares was 20 per cent That is, it must have been a little over £1,800,000 
on t-be ordinary shares, and the dividend on the preference shares, in 
addition, brings that figure up to something over £1,600,000 The total 
subscribed capital is £5,800,000, and the proportion of the two dividends 
together on the total subscribed capital is nearly 30 per cent 
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Now, let us get awaj for the moment from the peculiar circumstances 
of this industrN Let us take a quite different industry Let us take 
the cotton industry Supposing that the cotton mills which were respon- 
sible for nearly four-fifths of India’s production were in a position to pay 
dividends to that extent, 30 per cent on the subscribed capital, would 
it wrong for Oo\crnment, at a time when it was in need of money, 
would it b(* wrong foi rio\cinmcnt, granted alwavs the fundamental policy 
of discriminating protection would it be wiong for them in those cir- 
f umstaiices to impose an excise dut\ I mention that case particularK 
because it is the case wdu re for natuial and right leasons, prejudice against 
the* excise duties is stiongest 

Mr. Arthur Moore: Afm I ask the Honourable Member if he will give 
us the 1028 figures which will show^ that the particular company he 
icfers to, the Burma Oil Companv, paicl the (ioveriiiiu*iit of India m 
taxation almost £2,000,000 sterling and they jiaid then shaieholders, if 
\ou deduct the f’nitcd Kingdom income tax, on]\ <ibout £800,000 odd 

The Honourable - Sir George Rainy I am .ifiaid I do not sec the 

iele\Hnc'\ of m\ Honourable friend’s interruption I piefei to pursue 
mv arguments on m\ owm lines What I was saying was this 

Sir Oowasjl Jehangir (Bombay City Non Muhammadan Urban) The 
Honourable Member said that the percentage was 30 per cent He also 
told us that the original share capital was £1 million and some thousands 
uid bonus £4 million and something So the 30 per cent is not on the 
one million ongmalU subscribed, but is also on the bonus that was given 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy. No, Sir 1 know how difficult it is, 
when one is dealing with figuies, not to convey a WTcmg impression What 
I did was this 1 took the oidmaiy and prefeience clividends and added 
them together I took tlu' subscribed ordinal \ capital and the preference^ 
capital and added them togethei, and I took the percentage of the first 
total upon the second total I did not wish to take the dividend purely 
on the subscribed oidiiiaiv ('a])ital, because \ou get an exaggerated result, 
which 18 not fan unless \ou hif ng m botli tlie prefeience capital and the 
preference dividend, \oii wouM, in fact, get a figure wdueb is misleading 

Now, Sir, this IS the view the Goveinmeni of India took as regards 
keiosene, that if the question aiose of imposing extn taxation on kerosene 
the piopci wax of dealing with the matter was bv an increase ni the 
excise dutx I am jierfec tlv i>repared to defend that proposal as being 
m all the cmk umstances the right solution, because I am not prepared to 
support the j>roposition, as my Honourable friend Sir Purshotamdas 
Thakurdas could do quite c’onsistently with his principles, that there ought 
to be no excise dutx at all, or that the existing difference between the 
excise dut> and the inipoit duty should be continued indefinitely Why, 
Sir, what do we find'’ If a new application for protection comes forward, 
it IS alwavs very careful! \ and narrowly scrutinised, and the recommen- 
dations which have hitherto received the approval of the House have 
alwavs been on the basis of giving no more than was really necessary to put 
the industry on a sound basis Unless we abandon that policy I do not 
see how we can consistently defend a position which amounts to this 
that, because an industry has for a quarter of a century enjoyed actual 
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piotection ot a certain amount, owing to the diffeitnce between the excise 
duties and the customs duties, therefore this difftience must be regarded 
as sacrosanct, and the Government must in no circumstances interfere 
with it My Honourable friend, Mr Moore, v^as good enough to speak 
of predatory measures and political demonstrations and to suggest that 
the malign inspirations undei laying these measures came from the Com- 
merce Department If that means that the Commerce Department has 
anv reason for desiring ain thing but the success of all Indian industries, 
if it means that the Commerce Department bears a grudge against any 
paiticular industrv, I repudiate the chaige But if it means that I refuse 
to apply one weight and measure to i new mdustr\ , usually Indian, apply- 
ing for protection, and a different and more generous weight and measure 
to a long established industry, in this case mainly non-Indian, then I 
accept the charge I am not prepared to apply these different yveights 
and measures (Hear, heal ) It is the business of the Government of India, 
as it IS the business of all Goyernments to try to do justice, and that 
is the liasis upon which the Government measure pioceeds 

I should like to turn now to some of the reasons guen bv the pre- 
vious speakers against the Goyernment proposal One of them can be 
very briefly dealt with It yyas suggested that, because one company yy'as 
so predominant in the oil industry , theiefore the measure ought to he 
regarded as vindictive I cannot see hoyy, m point of principle, it makes 
any difference yyhethei it is one company oi more than one compatiy 
The only question is this, is the mdustiy making large profits and is there 
reason to helieye that those large profits aie due to the difference betyveen 
the customs and the excise duties'’ Whether it is one company or several 
companies to mv mind, makes no diffeience at all 

M;y Honourable friend, Sn Daicy Lindsay, said that special considera 
tion was due to the oil industiy, oyving to the fact that, during the yvar, 
the price of Victoria kerosene had not been raised As fai as I can make 
out, that statement is correct as regaids the Victoria kerosene ('that ig the 
yellow oil) yvhich yvns sold in hulk There were nici eases m the price of 
Victoria kerosene sold in tins, hut that \yas due to other causes, mainly 
owing to difficulties about the supply of tin-plate, and the price of the oil 
m tins yvas raised several times, ahyays in agreement yvith Government 
and with the Ministrv of Munitions at Home Therefore, I accept that 
statement as generally correct But my Hcjnoiirable friend, Mr Moore 
went somewhat further and said that it y\as a very remarkable fact that 
the price of this inferior yellow oil, Victoria kerosene, had been stabilised 
for a period of 25 years 

Mr. Arthur Moore: To the extent of 195 000 tons. Sir 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy. I do not quite understand how 
the consumer can get it in that form, because the pool cannot market a 
certain quantity of the same kind of oil at one price and a certain 
quantity at another My recollection is that, up to 1917, what was 
actually done was that the Burma Oil Company had Sts own separate 
selling arrangements, and the Victona oil that they actually sold was sold 
at that price But after the close of the war, a new arrangement was 
arrived at, when the kerosene pool was estabhshed, in which the Asiatic 
Company, representing the Shell interest became partners, and after that, 
the arrangement was different The arrangement was this, that the 
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Burma Oil Company- and the other Indian companies in the pool under 
took to sell to the pool 195,000 tons of the inferior oil at a fixed price 
of Bs 2-14-0 per unit of 8 gallons, plus the excise duty when that was 
imposed Thertafttr the pool did the marketing on behalf of the par- 
ticular companiLb, and pnces were so adjusted that, on the average, 
<tt the end of a period, the pool neither made nor lost money But 1 
should like to quote certain prices to show that it might convey a mis- 
leading inijiression if it were thought that there wag no change in the pnces 
of \eJlow oil in the last 25 \ears In 1914 the price of two tins was 
Ks 3-8 0, but in 1924 it was Rs 5-6-0 It continued at about that level, 
with small variations, up to the latter part of 1927, when the big fall in 
prices took place on account of the oil war, and since the termination of 
the oil war, it has never, I thmk, quite got back to its former level At 
one period m 1929 it was quoted at Rs 5 and I believe it is now some- 
what lower 

Now, Sir, I fin4 great difhcultv m understanding what the exact force 
of this argument is supposed lo be, that because, during the war peiiorl, 
the oil companies wore reasonable and did not attempt to profiteer as 
u’gards the oil used by the poorest classes of consumers, therefore they 
are to continue to enjov indefinitely the benefit of the difference between 
the import and excise duties I can quite understand the argument that, 
if that difference is n.irrovxed, the companies maj have to reconsider their 
puce policv , foi in their price pohc\ they are entiiely free agents and 
have no .igreernent with Government on the subject But I do nob 
understand why, ten years after the war, that particular argument must be 
treated as conclusive, and I should like to draw attention to a passage in 
the Majonty Report^ — paragraphs 74 and 75 — which indicates that the 
companies may have — or rathei may have had — other reasons for keeping 
down the price of jellow oil besides the benefit to the poorei classes of 
consumers The reason suggested is that they might do so in order to 
prevent competition from aB'ioad in this class of oil Whether the Tariff 
Board were right in their view on this point I am not prepared to say, 
because, whereas during the period preceding the oil war, right back till 
I tnink about 1922, the difference between the price of w^hite oil and 
yellow' oil was usually about Rs 1 6-0 a unit, and the impression that 
I always got from anv inquiries I made upon the subject was that the 
oil companies viere apprehensive as to their ability to sell their whole 
output of vellow oil if th(* difference was made an\ smaller Since Mav , 
1928, the difference in the prices of white oil and of yellow oil has been 
onl\ 8 annas a unit That makes a very great difference, and that leads 
me on to another of the reasons why it is suggested the Government of 
India's proposal should not be approved It is suggested that the actual 
result of the adoption of the measure will be not a reduction of price to 
the consumer although the customs duty is proposed to be reduced, 
nor even the maintenance of the present pnces, but an actual increase 
in the price to the consumer I doubt very much whether any one m 
India is m a position to sav what the result wall be, for in all the mquines 
that I have ever made on the subject I have never found anyone m India 
who could give m# a perfectly clear explanation of how the policy of the 
kerosene pool wag determined I think it is only those in authority m 
London who dm speak with authonty on this subject But clearly it 
i? a somewhat remarkable position if, assuming that, the ordinary laws 
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followed by a reduction m the price For, India is not self-supporting in 
the matter of oil, and cannot be so at present, and therefore, the govern- 
ing factor would usually be the cost o£ importation It may be possible 
for the pool to maintain the old prices if, as has been suggested to me, 
for some time past they have been selling white oil at a price below 
world paAt} The figures that were suggested to me were these They 
hfl^e been selling the w^hite oil m bulk at Rs 4-10-0 a unit, whereas the 
world parity would be somewhere between Rs 4-14-0 and 4-15-0 a unit. 
If that IS so then no doubt they could mamtam the present price, in 
"pite of a reduction of two annas a unit in the customs dut) , and they 
in];.ld (\ n laise the piice by a little over two annas a unit without 
I ('aching a price which wais above the world parity But, if that is what 
w'o irc asked to believe, then I do not understand what the maximum 
nrice policy of the pool, as it is called, means, and I do not understand 
the manner m which it has been applied since May, 1928, because, if the 
maximum price policy is intended to benefit the pcxirest classes of con- 
sumers, then it IS difficult to see why the companies made a concession 
imountmg to over four annas a unit to ^he consumers of white oil, wffio 
arc not the poorest classes of consumers,, and have narrowed down the 
difference bet^^ecn the price of yellow oil and of white oil to only eight 
annas a unit It is circumstances like these which give one reason to 
doubt what the maximum price policy has actually meant m its operation 

Anothei circumstance which might make it possible for the com- 
panies to maintain the price of keiosene, notwithstanding the fall in the 
customs duty, would be, if there v^a8 an absolutely binding agreement 
with the onl\ independent company which imports on a large scale, I 
mean the Standard Oil Company That again would be difficult to re- 
concile with the reports one has seen m the newspapers in recent days 
as regards the possibihtv of the outbreak of another oil war But I am 
not prepared to admit, until the actual facts prove it, that we are 
justified in assuming, as a matter of cjourse, in contravention of the 
ordinary economic laws, that the reduction m the customs duty is likely 

to be acrornpanitd bv an inciease m the price of kerosene 

Now, I should like to come to a point which was mentioned by Mr 
Lamb, but which has not been dwelt upon much by subsequent speakers, 
nameh , the danger which is said to threaten the smaller companies if 
the House should approve the proposals of the Government One of the 
difficulties in considering this paidicular part of the subject has been this, 
that the arguments m support of it always contradict each other We 
are told, on the one hand, that there is going to be an increase in 
price and that every bit of that 50 lakhg will be taken from the consumer.. 
If so, there is no danger to the smaller companies, because they will be 
no worse off than the> w'ere before On the other hand, if they are to 

be seriously endangered, then the consumer is not m danj^, and I must 

really ask my friends sitting on my right to choose on which horn of the 
dilemma the\ would wish to be impaled, because they cannot have it 
both w’ays As regards the smaller compames, I would say this Clearly 
the onus rests upon them to make out their case, and to establish to 
the satisfaction of Government, or of some investigating authonty, that 
their position is very seriously endangered as a result of this measure 
H that could be established, then I do not doubt that* this House, as w^ell 
as the Government, would be perfectly prepared to consider fully and 
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sympathetically 'what measures should be taken to prevent any senous 
danger Take the Attock Oil Company For obvious reasons, it is 

desirable that tliafc Company should continue to produce oil It is the 

only company in this part of the world which does produce oil, and tar 
])racti(al reasons, in a war, for instance, it might be of very real service 
But it does not follow, e\en if it were established that the smaller com 
panics do need some assistance, that we should adopt a method by 
which, for (very penny which goes <o the smaller companies, toui perun-a 
must be paid to the companv that does not require assistance That 

seems to me a point verv well worth bearing m mind 

That, Sir, veiv nearlv closes what i have to Sti\ on this subject toda\ 
The only remnik T should like to make m conclusion is this I think it 
is a pity that certain statements have been made without perhaps sufh 
cient verification One I nderred to at the outset of my speech, namely, 
the tissue of (iontradictions said to lie found m Sii Padamj^ Gmwala’s 
Minoritv Bejiort Anotlu'r I have freqiientlv referred to in the Iasi week 
or so, about the 15 lakhs that we w^ere supposed to be putting into the 
pockets of the Standard Oil Compan} Now the Honourable the Mover of 
the amendment had read the impoit trade returns and made that 

veiy deal bv the figiiies in his speech But if an\ of the speakers who 

in this House or in another place have referred to that alleged present 
of 15 lakhs to the Standard Oil Corn.pan\ had evei taken the troubh 

to look at the import trade returns, the-y w^ould find that the c^il coming 

from the sources under the Standard Oil Companv is only a little more 
than half of the total imports The total present we could conceivablv 
make to them, even if the puce remained unchanged, js not 15 lakhs but 
only a little over 7^ lakhs These difficult and important questions cannot 
be disposed of merely by the hasty quotation of inaccurate figures The\ 
are very serious and difficult matters, and I hope that the House will 
consider them m a serious spirit and with the desire to do justice to all 

Mr. Arthur Moore* On a personal explanation I should like to 
apologise to the "ffonouiable the CommeiC(> Member for not having bt'cti 
present at his opening sentences Therefore T did not heai lus ieferen(" 
to the tissue of contradictions, but T would ask him, is it not a fact that 
in the Minority Report the President states that the Burniah Shell Com- 
pany sells below the economic price, and also suggests that that Compan\ 
sells at an exorbitant price ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: That was precisely the contradic- 
tion wnth which I dealt I pointed out that, if the Honourable Member 
had applied himself to the study of the Mmonty Report, he would have 
found that the prices that w^ere considered too low were the prices during 
the oil war, and the prices considered exorbitant were the pnees before 
the oil war 

Mr. Arthur Moore: l cannot quite accept that 

Mr. B. Baa (Onssa Division Non-Muhammadan) Sir, I think that 
a Member of our party should speak A prominent Member of my party 
has been unworthily attacked and I would like to speak. 
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Mr. President: The Honourable Member, unleeH he has got any fresh 
contnbution to make to this debate, will now alloiA me to i)ut the question 
We have taken nearly three hours on this amendment 

The question is 

“In clause 7 for the wordjj ‘one anna and six pies the words ‘one anna and three 
pies’ be substituted 

The Assembly divided 
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Haji, Mr Sarabhai Nemchand 
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Hardy Mr G S 
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The motion wag negatived 
riaivse 7 wa^ added to the Bill 
riau«;e 8 was added to the Bill 



2146 


LEGISLATIVB ASSEMBLY 


[21st Mar 193 


Mr. President : The que^^tion I have to put is • 

"That clause 9 stand part of the Bill " 

Rai Bahadir S. C. Dutta (Surma Valle\ cum Shillong Non-Muhai 
madan) Sir, there is an amendment* in my name 

Mr. President: Does the Honourable Member wish to move it? 

Rai Bahadur S. 0. Dutta: With your permission I want to withdraw 

Mr. President: In that case, I must proceed to put the question 

"The question is that clause 0 ' 


Pandit Nilakantha Das (Onssa Division Non-Muhammadan) S 
there is a small amendment, in my name, and it is that clause 9 be omitte 
I move it because I find in the proposals of the Finance Member "that tl 
Tnoney, to the extent of Bs 32 lakhs or something like that, which t 
have been spending so long for debt redemption is, I understand, goii 
to be put into a new reserve fund created against the Postal cash certifica 
Bonus, which accrues from year to year This money which is withdraw 
from reducing unproductive debt ^s not goang to be actually used f 
revenue expenditure purposes Thus it is withdrawn from paving a de 
bearing interest, say 5 per cent or 6 per cent , and is going to be laid 1 
for the prospective payment of another debt, in which the interest in tl 
mean time is going on increasing T have already said that T do not w( 
realise the utility of creating such reserves 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) On a poii 
•of order. Sir My Honourable fnend s objection seems to be to a grai 
which has already been passed bv this House, namelv, the provision of 
special fund to go to suspense account against the liability m respect 
Post Office Cash Certificates I understand that the point of my friend 
objection is that he dislikes that provision, but that provision, Sir, h 
already been approved by this House, and T suggest that he- cannot argi 
on that ground in favour of his present amendment 

Pandit Nilakantha Das: Am I m order, S’ir^ 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member is not 

Pandit Nilakantha Das: My objection is that if a new fund is going 1 
be created ^ 


Mr. President : That has already been created by the vote of this Hous 
Mr. B. Das: But, Sir, subject to the passing of this clause here 


Pandit Nilakantha Das: If that is irrevocable and inscrutable, then I a: 
afraid I shall have to withdraw my amendment My reasons are tha 
instead of creating such funds, we should utilise this money for revem 
purposes, and in that case we will be relieved of a certain amount of mte 
est which we do not get otherwise These new reserve funds will either 1 
deposited m the Imperial Bank with no interst or even m some securil 
bcnnnff 2 per cent which much less than the rate home bv our ui 
productive debt This is the mystery about these reserves They ai 


O 1 J 
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shown m accounts But the actual monev is never available when necessary 
We have got the Eailw^ay Reserve to the extent of about 23^ crores We 
<lo not know where it is deposited Last, I mean the current year, money 
w^as required for capital expenditure But the Reserve Fund could not be 
tapped even for a loan The actual money was not there m reserve Thus 
this Reserve will simply appear m accounts, and m any^'oase money will 
have to be borrowed to pay even from the Reserve Why then simply 
forego the advantage of getting relief from the interest on debts for a 
number of years in the meantime‘s Why not now" pay back the debt, and 
again borrow to pay the liability for Postal cash certaficate? Anyhow, if 
"that fund is alieady created, and cannot be revoked, I would like to withdraw 
mv amendment with your permission, Sir 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member has not moved it 

Pandit NUakantha Das: I moved the amendment in the very begin- 
ning. and therefore I beg your permission to w’lthdraw it 

The amendment was, b\ leave of the Assembly, w^athdrawn 

Clause 9 was added to the Bill. 

Mr President: The question is 

“That Schedule I to the Bill stand part of the Bill ” 

Honourable Members are nob qu’ck They ought to nse in their seats 
in proper time if they want to move their amendments I take it that 
no Member wishes to move any amendment on this? (Some Honourable 
Members “Haji Abdoola Haroon is standing ”) 

Haji Abdoola Haroon (Smd Muhammadan Rural) Sir, I want to 
move amendment No 17, which stands in my name 

Mr. President: There is one other amendment* from Diwan Chaman 
Ball 

Diwan Ohaman Lall (West Punjab Non-Muhammadan) I don’t want 
to move it. Sir 

Mr, President: That is all nght then 

Ha]i Abdoola Haroon: Sir, Before I say anything on my amendment, 

I must first of all congratulate the Honourable the Finance Member that, 
with this duty, which wull yield about crores he will be able to pass the 
Finance Bill very smoothly and quietly I am somewhat surprised. Sir, 
that there is no strong opposition from this side of the House to any 
fresh taxation, because I find that the Bill is framed m such a way that, 
for some reason or other the House supports it quietly Take one 
instance Take the cotton duty There are some Members in this House 
who think that this 15 ffer cent duty will give them some relief, and that 
the miL industry will be able to get on, that it will ennch many share- 
holders and so on, and therefore they are supporting fresh taxation There 


*“Tn entry (3) in Item 34 of the proposed ^mendment No 3 in Schedule I to the Bill 
{a) the words ‘and sugar candy’ be omitted, 

(b) the words one rupee and eight annas per cwt ’ he omitted ” 

K 2 
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are sonic other Memberh who arf jubilant tliat more khadt will be con- 
sumed because foreign doth wjH become dearer, therefore they are not 
objecting to this dutj While in regard to income-tax, there are some 
murmurs m sorn^ quaiteis, but the majority are in fa\()ur of it because 
they do not like capitalism 

Now, with regard to sugar, as the Finance Member has indicated in his 
budget speech that the sugar industry is struggling and that it is necessary 
to give it some relief, Members have given their support to it I under- 
stand, Sir, that some group of sugar refineries which are mostly refining 
sugar from [(lur are not working profitabh , and thurtfore they tned to set 
u}) an agitation, with the result that this duty on sugar has been imposed 
quietly in this Budget 

Mr President; Does the Honourable Member wish to move his 
3 pm amendment ^ 

H&]i Abdoola Haroon: Yes, Sir I move 

“That for the proposed amendment No 3 >n Schedule T to the Bill the following be 
fiidistituted 

‘3 Foi Item No 54 of Schedule II, the following shall he substituted namely 

‘34 Sugar, excluding ( onfp( lionery («ee No 124) — Rs a p 


(I ) Sugar, orvstaliifled or soft 23 Lutch Standard 
and above 

Cwt 


4 8 0 

(2) Sugai, crystallecd or soft uifenor to 23 
Duteh Standard but not inferior to 1 i 

1 utch Standard 

Cwt 


.400 

(3) bugnr, crvetalleed or soft inferior to 14 

1 utch Standard but not inferior to 8 
Dnt h Standard if inip(»rb-d for refining 
purpose 

( wt „ * 


3 0 0 

(4) Sugar, below H 1 ut(h S(ai dard and •■ugar 
candy 

Ad talorem 

25 pel cent plu^ 
on© rupee and 
eight annas per 
cwt 


(5) Molas-es . , . , Ad valor zm 25 per cent. ’ 


In moving this amendment, I want to say that there may be some 
opposition to my amendment We know very well at present the sugar 
duty 19 Rs 4-8-0 per cwt , that is to say, there is 75 per cent of the duty 
alr(‘ady imposed on the article If you go through the history of the sugar 
dut\ \ou will find that, up till February, 1916, there was only 5 per cent 
dut} on sugar and this means about 8 or 10 annas per cwt , but later on, 
on account of the war and scarcity of sugar m th§ world, the price m the 
market went very high Further, owing to the revenue requirements, the 
dutv on sugar was raised as shown below From 1902 to 1916, 5* per 

cent , from 1st March, 1916, to 28th February, 1921, 10 per cent , from 
l<^t March, 1921, to 28th February, 1922, 15 per cent , from 1st March, 
1922 to 31st May, 1925, 25 per cent , from Ist June, 1925, to 28th Feb- 
rum \ 1930, Rs 4-8-0 per cwt Later on on account of the Budget, the\ 
raided the dutv to Rs 6 Un till 1925, the production of sugar m the 
w'orld increased, with the result that the price of sugar commenced to fall 



niE INDIAN FINANCE BILT 


2149 


^On the 18th February, 1925, the Indian Tanff Amendment Act was intro 
duced by the Honourable Sir Charles Innes, the then Commerce Member 
In his speech, he cleverly pointed out the fluctuation of the sugar market, 
as well as revenue, on account of ad valorem methods, and made the House 
understand the difficulty of prepanng the Budget He also pointed out 
that Rs 4-8-0 should be fixed so that this difficulty might be got i d of 
The following is a part of the exact speech made by him on that date in 
the Legislative Assembly Debates 1925, Vol V, page 1191 

“We decided theiefoie that the best plan ^^ould he more or leiss to stereotype the 
existing rates of duty The rate of duty has a\era<ged about Be 4 8-0 per cwt in the 
last three years In the vear 1922, it Rs 6 9-0 per cwt , in the veai 1923 it waa 
Rs 4/1 pei cwt , in 1924, it was Rs 4 7 0 and the present duty la 4/6 per cwt 
We decided therefore that the best plan would Iv more or less to steieotype these lates 
and we aie proposing a rate of Rs 4 8.0 for Jiva 23 Dutch standard .md over and a 
rate of Rs 4 for sugar between 22 and 8 Dutch --tandard “ 

Sir, I am very sorry that at present I cannot produce the exact figures 
before the House about the sugar-cane cultivation in India, but 1 can 
assure the House that, within the time, that is from the year 1916 to 
1930, the sugar duty increased from 5 per cent to 75 per cent This is 
about from eight annas per cw^t to Rs 4-8-0 per cwt But on the other 
hand, you can see from the reports that the sugar cultivation m India did 
not at all increase Sir Charles Innes passed the Bill quietly then, and 
from that day, the sugar dut\ remains Rs 4 8-0 per cwt , although the 
market went down terribly Tt rose from 25 to 30, then to 60 and Inst'v 
to 75 per cent 

I shall now give the House, Sir, some hgures about the cultivation of 
sugar in India In 1916-17, the acreage under sugar-cane in India was 
^,51,000, when the price of sugar was Rs 14-12-0, and the duty, at 5 
per cent , came to Rs 0-11-9 In 1917-18, the acreage was 28,53,(W and 
the price of sugar was Rs 16/4 In 1919-20, it was 26,84,000 In 
1920-21 the acreage was 25,75,000 In 1921-22 it w^as 23,95,000 and the 
sugar rate was Rs 32-4-0 I would inform the House that the sugar 
rate reallv w'ont as high as Rs 32-4-0, whereas the acreage went down 
In 1922-23, it w^as 27,47,000 whereas the sugar market rate, ad valorem, 
was Rs 26-14-0 In 1923-24, it was 27,29,000, whereas the sugar rate 
was Rs 16-4-0 In 1924-25, the acreage went down to 25,82,000, whereas 
the sugar rate was Rs 17-12-0 In 1925-26, it was 26,79,000, whereas the 
sugar rate was Rs 17-8-0 In 1926-27, the acreage was 29,25,000 although 
the sugar market went down That vear the price was Rs 14, including 
duty In 1927-28, the acreage was 29,58,000 whereas the sugar market 
was between Rs 10-8-0 and Rs 11 without duty In 1928-29, the acreage 
was 27,50,000 when the sugar market was only Rs 9 without duty This 
year, that is 1929-30, the acreage — have no accurate figures — seems to 
he about 27,50,000 and the sugar market is only about Rs 6 8-0 or R« 7 
Without duty It will be seen that the sugar cultivation m India always 
depends on the weather and ram and such other things and not on the 
sugar market Besides that, I want to sav that, the sugar industry m 
India only started in 1917-18 when the sugar market was Rs 87 "Now 
they have some mills in Cawmpore and they prepare sugar from c/ur whieh 
IS not profitable Lately some sugar mills started m Bihar and they ore 
prepanng sugar directlv from cane They are still preparing it, and they 
^are going on in their own way 
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Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya (Madras Inauin Commerce; You have got 
Ji sugar industry in Madras 

Haji Abdoola Haroon: Maj be But I may tell my Honourable fnend 
that, so far as white Sugar is concerned. India is not producing more than< 
12.'),()00 tons, w^hereas the imported sugar comes to about 1,200,000 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Beiar Representative) Will the Honourable 
Member give us figures for the manufacture ot sugai He has been giv- 
ing us the duties, as well as the land undei cultnatioii I w^ant him to- 
give us figures for the manufacture of sugai 

Ha]i Abdoola Haroon: 1 am soiry 1 have not got the figuies at pre- 
sent with me But T ma\ remind my Honourable friend that up tiH 
now, they have not been able to pnaiuce more than 125,000 tons of refined 
sugar by machines in India I have already sent in two Resolutions, in 
1928 and 1929, recommending protection foi the sugar industry m India 
But as my Resolutions did not find a place in the ballot, I could not move 
them m the Assembly I also consulted Sir Godfrey Corbett on develop- 
ment of this industry 

(At this stage Mr President vacated the Chair which was taken by 
Ml Deputy President ) 

I think, Sir, the House will be a\yaie of the appointment of a Sugar 
Committee by the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research This Com- 
mittee had begun their work and have also passed a Resolution to the 
eftect that this question should be handed over to the Tariff Board to con- 
sider as to how' the cultivation of sugar should be carried out, and the 
manner in which sugar ])roduce could bo increased Till that Report 
comes out, I strongly oppose and urge that this new duty should not be 
levied Supposing the House levies this new duty, namely, from Rs 4-8-0 
to Rs 6, and supposing the Tanff Boaid, after a careful mquirv into the 
sugar industry, comes to the conclusion that some more protection is 
required, or if the\ sav that no further protection is required and Rs 6 
IS good enough, then of course the Government will 8a^ , the duty of 
Rs 6 IS quite good, but we have no spare money to spend on the develop- 
ment of the sugar industr\ and therefore we are helpless Sir, vou might 
lemember that a Sugar Committee w^as appointed in 1918 and the Report 
w'as published in 1920 or so T do not know up till now wdiat action the 
Government took on their recommendations If an\ thing has been done', 
r am not aware of it If the Government are not prepared to spend anv 
moiiev for the proper development of this industry, what will be our posi- 
tion? We have already enhanced the duty from Rs 4-8-0 to Rs 6 As 
Honourable Members are aware, sugar is consumed bv all classes of 
people, the poor, the rich and the middle classes When such is the 
case you must consider whether the Government are entitled to enhance 
the duty on a commodity which is consumed by all classes of people The 
increase of duty on sugar at present from Rs 4-8-0 to Rs 6 would not 
at all increase in anv w'av the sugar industry, but on the other hand, 
about Rs 2^ crores would eo to the Government’s pocket and revenue 
whereas the Honourable the Pmance Member estimates it to be one crore^ 



THE INDIAN FINANCE Jill.L 


2151 


Finance Member, m \^hlch he refers to the increased duty on sugar He 
explains to the Houfie that the duties on sugar m most of the Euro- 
pean countries and in the United States of America are on the same io\el 
as m India I cannot undeistand the way in which the Honourable the 
Finance Member compares India with the richest countnes in the world. 
India earns an income of two annas per day per head, whereas England’s 
daily income per head is Es 2 and in the United States of America it is 
again about Es 4 pec da^ per head Of course I cannot speak about the 
income in France, Germany and other European countries Although 
the^ aie charging a heavy duty on sugar, yet, side b^ side thev are 
spending the money on sugar prixiuction, and they give enormous bounties 
to sugar refineries, cultivation and so on Take for example, England, 
where, as my Honourable friend said, thev are levying very heavy duties 
as compared with other European countnes Ever\body will agree with 
this, but he has not showm us how these countnes have been spending 
that income from the duties on sugar For example, England is recover- 
ing from the people about 18 to 19 million sterling as sugar tax per year I 
quote from circular No 195-E /709 of 1980 from Pusa, a sugar institu- 
tion which belongs to Government This Eeport was an extract from the 
Journal dcs Frabneants de Sucre, dated the let February, 1930, published 
m Pans, which says 

“A levised supplementary estimate of A further £12,50,000 required for beet sugar 
subsidy was issued yesterday ” 

That IS m England 

“The oiiginal estimate was £3,000,000 sterling, and the revised estimate of the 
subsidy in 1929 is £42,50,000 ’’ 

I want to lemind the House that England has recovered, as sugar duty, 
through the consumers, about 18 to 19 million pounds, w'hereas they are 
spending on sugar about four and a quarter million pounds I want to 
inform tht sc Benches that, even m the last ten or twelve years, the 
Government of India have been increasing the sugar duty b> leaps and 
bounds from 5 per cent to 100 per cent , and witlun the last three years, 
namely, m 1926-27, 1927-28 and 1928-29, the income from the sugar dutv 
averaged 7 crores How much have thev spent on the sugar industry? 
Last year thev recovered 8 crores and 35 lakhs, but how much have thev 
spent on the sugar in^ustrv ? According to the new' duty thev probablv 
recovered from the people of India about 12 cruies of rupees out of 
which the Honourable the Finance Member has very broad-mindedlv 
sanctioned 10 lakhs If this is to be the wav, I am sure the Indian sugar 
industry cannot be revived in any way 

Sir, there mav be some in this House who mav say that I am a sugar 
merchant, and that is whv I am opposing this But I must make it 
cleai to this House that I know very well, as an Indian, that in the whole 
world up till 1912, India was the biggest producer of sugar Of course 
within the last few years Cuba and Java have been and today are producing 
more sugar than India I am proud to say that I am informed that India 
was the first country in the world to produce sugar-cane , and if this Gov- 
ernment and we, the representatives of the people trv our level best to 
help the sugar industry according to our ways and means, as the modem 
Governments are doing, I can assure this House that, in five years, India 
will consume her own white sugar and stop importing foreign sugar. 
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whereas in the next five years I ain sure India can export one million tons 
to foreign eountnes But if ^ou only want a little help and you raise 

yoiji dutv from 5 per cent to JOO per cent and all that mone^/ goes to 

Ciovernriic'nt to be spent as the^ like, then 1 cun assure that jou cannot 
]iicrea^.e voui sugar duty at all Sir, since 1920 every year, or for three 
oi lour \<<us, we have been increasing the dutv on sugar, whereas in 
BngLind — 1 am sorry I have not got the figures at present with me — but 
ui England th(‘v are reducing their sugar dutv, and side bv side, they 
are helping Iheir own industry I want to inform this House that, dur- 
ing the whole of its history until recently England never produced a ton 
ot sugar From 1926 thev tried to help this mdustrv, and they started 
ihi« mdustrv bv giving big subsidies to the producer or refiner For three 

years thev cultivated and last year thev produced 3,20,000 tons If 

England, which formerly never in its historv produced a ton of sugar, 
<'an produce 3,20,000 tons, whv should India not produce tw^o million tons 
t\ year if it is properly protected^ Sir, I think vou can verv well under- 
stand that Indians arc nol rah, and it is not fair on the part of Govem- 

menl that 100 per cent should be charged on a food article which is used 

by nearly' all classes of people I heai from m\ countrymen that, even 
m the olden days, that is in the darkest davs ot India, the rulers did 
not at all iinpoffe such a dutv on any food article 

Owing to the fall in the prices of sugar, the sugar mdustrv is now in a 
<*rificnl condition I am aware that the industry had already suffered a 
g'ood deal because it is hardly prcKlucing one ton of qur pei ,icrc, yyhereas 
lava can produce about 4^ to 5 tons of refined sugai per acie Java can 

supply India with the cost of produc^on and freight extra at Ks 6 per 

<wt , that 18 to sav, Rs 4-8 0 per maund, whereas India cannot produce 
the same for less than Rs 8-8-0 or Rs 9 per maund So I think it is 
fruitless for India to compete with the foreign countries at the present 
moment The sugar mdustry cannot survive this, though zemindars, 
cultivators and refiners may find some sort of relief at present by the 
raising of the duty to Rs 1-8-0 a cwt It yvill not survive until and unless 
the Government of India come forward and introduce some measure, as 
was done in Java and Cuba, and the European Governments, that is to 
ay, the economic and scientific and agricultural advice, subsidies, help, 
and so on Taking these difficulties into consideration. T think this newly 
imposed duty cannot help the Indian sugar indii'^irvy but on the other 
hand will fill the Government’s treasury m order that thev can spend more 
mc'r.ev on extra wages in the Military Department, m paving high salaries 
to the high officials and in building huge, fine palaces, etc T submit to 
the House that this newly imposed duty should be taken away 

Now I want to make clear what my amendment is Paragraphs (2) and 
(8) ot amendment 3 of Schedule I of the Finance Bill say that the duty on 
"‘23-Dutch Standard” and above is to be Rs 6-0-0 per cwt swad on sugar 
inferior to 28-Dutch Standard it is to be Rs 5-8-0 per cwt , whereas I want 
to substitute Rs 4-8-0 and Rs 4-0-0 That is for white refined sugar, Gov- 
ernment propose a duty of Rs 6-0-0, and I am proposing Rs 4-8-0 For 
brown sugar, that is inferior to 28-Duteh Standard, but not inferior to 8* 
Dutch Standard, they charge Rs whereas for sugar mfenor to 28- 

Dutch Standard but not inferior to 14-Dut<jh Standard, I am proposing 
Rs 4 In changing this, I want to make dear some points, namely, that 
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sugar between No 14 and No 8-i)utc*h Standards cannot^jbe consumed, 
thn sugar is meant only for refining purposes I have also suggested m 
clause (3) that the duty to be levied on sugar inferior to 14-Dutch Stand- 
ard and not inferior to 8-Dutch Standard should be only Bs 3, if imported 
for refining purposes Sir, I want to draw the attention of the House to 

the fact that England which al\\a'/8 used to import, w'hite refined sugar, 

latel\ reduced the duty on law sugai to about ‘2*^ 3d per cent That 
reduced the price of law sugar rheitfcre thev are irnportirg raw sugai 
lic/m other countries and aie u fining it in then own countrv and consum 

mg that sugar On account of that, the sugar indiistn in England has 

revl^ed, and today inaru thousands of people nie getting eiiiploMnent 
So if the Government take up this attitude in Indio also, and give proper 
piotcction md facilities to the sugar-cane giowers, it will be a great 
source of help 1 request the Government to allow thK raw sugar to be 
imported into India Jt tlie\ do so there inav be some jieople ecSmmg 
foiward and having refineries m India and thus it will be giving emjilov- 
numt to manv people The Honoinable the Finance Member knows that, 
fiom 1928, the British Government in England have introduced this svstern 
m England, and as a result of this, emplovimnt has incieased, and so 
thev charged 2s and some pence per cwt less than the refined sugar 
Secondly, Indians can purchase sugar from the world-vMdo maiket and 
refine it in India for direct consumption Duimg the vear 1928 the Java 
Sugar Trust had plcntv of sugar, <ind thev were aware that India w<is 
bound t-o consume their sugar Theiefoie it wan that thev fixed 13 guild- 

ers (one guilder is equal to Bs 1-2-0) pe> 100 kilos for India, whereas 
the\ fixed IH guilders for the west of Sue? The\ have done an injus- 
tice to India bv playing this tiich and have taken awav about 15 orores of 
lupees fiorn India, because w^e cannot impoit raw sugar from Cuba for 
the purpose of refining it Theretoie vve had to purchase Java sugar 
According to mv amendment to Schedule I, I think it vou put the dutv at 
Bs B per cwt , the raw sugar, namelv, Nos 8 to 14-Diitch Standard, may 
be imported to India and we can lefine it here without allowing it to 
go into direct consumption By this India can increase her lefimng in- 
ductr\ and also increase emplo;^ment 

In fiaragraph 3 of the Finance Bill it is stated that, on sugar below 
No S-Dutch Standard and sugar-candv the duty is 25 per cent ad 
valorem, plus Bs 1-8-0 per cwt I agiee with this suggestion, because 
I know that Java wants to export that sort of sugar to India and rum 
the Indian production of gur I want to tell the House that lately I saw 
a sample of that sugar, and I found that it could not be consumed 
direct! V Up till now, they imported very little of that and I learn that 
that gur also is coming into India for refining purposes If that is so, T 
am not in favour of putting Bs 1-8-0 more duty on that gut But if the 
Government have further information on the subject, then I must agree 
with them Of course I do not oppose the dutv on candy, because that 
is a rich kind of sugar, known as misri But for gur, which is coming in 
for refining purposes, I do not advise the Government to charge Bs 1-8-0 
more 

Of course, I am feeling ver\ much the fact that, till 1912, India was 
the biggest producer in the world m sugar-cane, and I am told that India 
was the first country to commence the production of sugar-cane growing 
'm the world As an Indian, I want this industry to be kept intact I 
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Idy say to these Treasury Benches that they have alreeidy snatched awav 
tween 8 or 9 crores of rupees iii sugar duty by Customs, and they still 
int to snat( h some more money m ordei to balance their Budget This 
Bthod can bo of effect only foi some say one oi two years only, 

d later on they may come foiv\ard again with further taxation on sugar 
something else I assure that this will leave no scope behind for fur- 
i taxation in India 

J wosh to remind the House that J Iia\e toda> seen some old records 
which I find the following figures The Customs duty collected by the 
ivernment in 


] 900 10 was 

7 44,00,000 

1010 11 

<1,92,00,000 

I 9 II 4 I 2 

9,70,00,000 

1912 1 } 

1 0,5 1,00, Of >0 

1913 14 

10, 29,00, (KK) 

1014 15 

<),54,00,(>00 

1915 1(4 

8,91,00,000 


liereas, m the present Budget, the Customs duty amounts to 55 crores 
urmg the last 15 years it has increased fiom 9 crores to 55 crores How 
n the people of this country pay this huge amount ot duty 1 cannot 
iderstand how the Government can get its money in the next two or 
ree years, because the traders, the merchants and others will say that 
ey are suffenng from depression If this taxation is further mcreased, 
do not know whether India can stand it Therefore it is a very wise plan 
r Governnient to reduce the military expenditure, the high salaries to 
e big officials, the creation of more and more appointments in the civil 
[ministration, also some of the extra charges i pruned for buildings and 
her things If these arc not stopped by the Go\ornment, I do not think 
idia can pay any more taxes I know ver\ wGI that this Government 
oiild not listen to these tilings, because I have icad a chaptei m the 
story of a groat historical writer by name Ibne-Khaldoon, in which he says 
Go^ oininents arc cioatid and how the\ fall Ho says that, if a new 
overnrnent come into exict^^ncc in nnv countiv, they have a small estab- 
ffiment, they impose a small amount of taxes and spend only a very small 
noimt on the militnrv and othci expenditure in the beginning, but when 
lev stabhsc thoir Government and when peace and order reigns over the 
ind, the officials become slowh luxurious^ and they require more 
rid more money On account of this, they increase the taxes bit bv bit 
3 I have illustrated in the case of the Customs tax, w'hich has increased" 
om 10 crores in 1915, to Es 55 crores now, with the result that the 
x>ple become discontented In order to put an end to their discontent, 
lev inereOvSe their mibtarx forces and the police and so on In order to 
a lance this expenditure newlv incurred, thev again have to reh on more 
ixcs The people at last become exhausted thev approach the neigh- 
ounngr Government or nation to save them from this tyranny, and call 
tpon the army of the land to do likewise With the usual struggle and* 
invntion, they come out successful at last Please compare voiir Gov- 
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Bui 1 may say that, ^\hate^e^ unrest is prevailing m this country at pre- 
fetiit, is only due to the Treasur\ Benches and not due to the people I 
think the , future historian must decide whether the responsibilitv lies on 
the people or on the Go\ernment for whatever bloodshed or some othei 
thing that might happen in the near future, but I for my part will sav 
that it 18 only owing to the Government With these remarks I am 
puting this amendment forward for discussion, and T hope at least Honour- 
able Members on this side will consider twice before the\ decide to reject 
it 

Mr. Abdul Qadir Siddiqi (Central Provinces Muhammadan) Sir T 
rise to oppose the amendment What I have to say is that my Honourable 
friend the Mover of the amendment has rather supported the case for 
Government than for his amendment It will be found that, m 101?1-14 
the production of indigenous sugar or gur was 34 lakhs of tons, and at 
tliat time there w^ere 26 lakhs of acres of land under sugar-cane cultivation 
In 1927-28, as mv friend has already stated — of course the acreage has beem 
fluctuating sometimes it has been high, sometimes it was reduced — but 
c\cn m 1927-28 the production of gur was 32,08 000 tons 

Haji Abdoola Haroon* I never quoted any figure for 1913-14, I said 
something about the figures for 1923-24 

Mr. Abdul Qadir Siddiqi: 1 have no figures for 1923-24, but I have got 
figures for 1927-28 In that \ear the production of gur in India was 32 
lakbs tons, acreage 29 iakhs 

(At this stage Mi President resumed the Chair ) 

So the problem is realh a verv important one, and it should be ver\ 
carefully considered by the House We all know^ that the price of gur has 
gone vei} low' It should also be remembeied by the House that there is 
o\er pioduction of sugar in tlie world nowadays, arid an. attempt has been 
made bv all the countries to dump sugar wherever it can find its w'a\ 
Most of the countries have piotective duties, and some of the countries 
have enacted anti-dumpmg law's to prevent foreign sugar entenng their 
own country But none of these protective duties exist in this country to 
prevent foreign sugar entenng our market, and the import of foreign sugar 
has been increasing From the Government’s Keport for 1927-28 it will 
be found, that in 1927-28, the import of sugar increased by 23 per cent in 
three years, and the result of it must naturally be that refined sugai , 
which IS produced here, has to face very hard competition The prices 
which are now prevailing are such that they not only affect the refined 
sugar which is being produced in India, but also affect the production of 
gur^ w'hich is particularK used by the poorer classes Therefore, if this 
industry of gur and sugar production is affected by foreign competition, 
then we will find that the present acreage of 29 lakhs which is always 
fluciunting, will be enormously reduced, and all that land will become 
useless, and lakhs of men, who are getting employment in producing gur 
or sugar, will lose their employment Therefore, this problem is really 
verv important, and it should be ver\ carefully considered Of course Gov- 
ernment ought to have taken earlier steps to protect this mdustr\ hut 
the\ have so far done nothing of the kind till now In 1920 the Sugar 
Committee was appointed, made investigations and submitted certain 
recommendations, but we do not find that anything has been done to 
develop the sugar industry or to protect the indigenous gut industry They 
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ha\o lK>en imposjng certain duties for revenue purposes, and from the 
quantitv t)f import of sugar vihich has alwa}8 been increasing, , it appears 
that the> have fiad no efffect on foreign sugar The House should also 
remenibLr tlie f<ict that the import 6f sugar is not more than one fourth the 
quantitv of qiir that is produced m this country The sugar which is pro- 
(iuced in India is not more than one lakh of tons If proper care is taken, 
and the indu8tr\ is properly developed, not only will our present production 
of sugar be maintained but we will be able to produce as much sugar for 
the richer classes as is imported from foreign countries The present duty, 
Bir, may have some effect, I mean some protective effect, and it mav m- 
directh help the sugar and qur ]ndustr\ , but we cannot definitely sav 
W'hat effect it will have on the industry as a whole for the present The 
tiovemment should therefoie refer the whole question to the Tariff Board 
and investigate it tlioioiighh and help both the industries ot sugat and 
qur 

Haji Abdoola Haroon: Where will the\ get money from for that pur- 
pose 

Hr. Abdul Qadir Siddiqi: If my friend has no objection to it, it might 
conn* out of the iiKonie which they will get from the Customs duties on 
sugar, and that can be utilised for the de\elopment of the sugar and gur 
industrv of this c()iintr\ Tjct them also give bounties but I cannot rf- 
hand it'cnnimcud an\ thing to the (loveinrnent unless the whole question 
IS thoroughlv investigated b> the Tariff l^oard But for the present, the 
diitv whicli h<is been imposed by the Govcinmcnt will certainly have some 
('ffect to protect the indigenous industiy, and therefore I maintain that 
it should not be redueed \\ ith t}ies(> remarks, Sir, I oppose the amend- 
ment of my friend 

Mr. Mukhtar Singh (Meerut Division Non-Muhammadan Bural) Sir, 

I regret very much that T do not find Sir Frank Noyce in his place, though 
the subject undei discussion happens to come under his Department It is 
really very regrett.ible that Government do not care to see the cultivators’ 
point of vievN , .iiid tveii m a manner like this, the Honourable Member in 
charge does not want to know what the opinions of Honourable Members 
of this House are 

Now, Sir, I do nut know whether I should congratulate the Honoinable 
the Finance Member for the imposition of this duty, oi whether I should 
say that the Finance Member has succeeded m one way to keep away the 
piotection proper to a certain extent, but at the same time he has given 
only a very small amount of that revenue duty for the improvement of 
the sugar industry It is really very regrettable Sir, that, out of one crore 
and 80 lakhs, the Finance Member has proposed to give only ten lakhs for 
the development of tins industry, and this paltry sum cannot re.dly impiove 
the industrv This clearly show's that, at the time when the Finance 
Member thought of this dluty, he had no definite Mea that it should be 
given for the improvement and development of the indigenous sugar in- 
dustry, otherwise he would certainly have found more money for the im 
provement of this industry I may tell the House straightaway that India 
m one of those countries which was producing sugar in such enormous 
quantities that it was not only sufficient to meet the requirements of this 
•country, but it was able to export the surplus quantity to other countries 
But a time came when the people of other countries decided to give 
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bouiitieb to sugar, aud the} began to dump their cheap sugar on to thlfc^ 
country with a view to kill the indigenous sugar, and the (Jkiverninent A 
India, bemg interested in the countries which were manufacturing sugai 
Lutside, decided that India should remain a tree trade couiitr) , and th^ 
result of it toda} is that we are in a veiy disgraceful position either 
manufacturers oi as growers It is a vei} disgiacetul thing that even l)\ 
putting on a duty of its 4-8-0 a cwt , we are quite incapable of competing 
VMth the imported sugar This is all due to tHe fact that the Government 
of the count! \ do not take aii} interest m the masses of this country (An 
Honourable Member “8hame ’), otherwise, with a duty of lis 4-8-0 per 
cwt , I daresH}, as far as this sugar industry is concerned, it would have 
stood bv this time on its own legs I need not remind the House that, as 
far back as 1920, the whole question was investigated by a Sugar Com- 
mittee, but the Government sit tight upon the recommendations of that 
Committee rhe> did not take an} action on it My friend Haji Abdoola 
Haioon wanted to move <i Resolution Unfortunately , on the day wdien 
the Resolution was to be moved he was absent, and I moved it m his. 
place The (TO\ernmLnt then told this House that the Roval Commission 
on Agriculture would report upon this question and their recommendations 
w^ere awaited, and the w’hole thing was shelved for the moment Though 
I persisted and said that the Royal Commission on Agriculture would not 
make an> lecoinmcndations because sugar was not within their sphere of 
inquir}, I w<is told I was wrong, and that the Government had placed 
matter before the Roval Commission for investigation Now, what do we 
find? The Roval Agricultural Commission made recommendations foi the 
formation of Bo irds foi different crops but thev have not said a wwd about 
bugai That <ilso shows. Sir, how^ far the Government and the Roval Com- 
mission on Aguculture are ititerested m the improvement of the sugar 
industi} of this country 

Sir, I am very thankful to the Mover of this Resolution, as he has ev 
pressed sentiments in favour of improving the sugar industrv of this countrv , 
but 1 fear, Sir, 1 shall have to oppose his motion Befoifi giving my reasons, 
w hv this imposition of the dutv is welcome, let uie*"say a few words on the 
question raised by the Mover He seems to be under the impression that, 
as the area undei sugar-cane cultivation has not gone up, the imposition 
of the duty on sugar wall not benefit the grower Let me telT him that 

this impression is incorrect The problem of the sugar industry does not 

he m bringing a largei area under sugar-cane, but the real problem is to 
produce more from the area that we are already cultivating The area 
under sugar-cane cultivation, which is about 29 lakhs, or wLich has varied 
from 23 to 29 lakhs of acies, is quite enough to produce enough sugar 
for this countrv But the mam point is that our production today is 

insufficient, and if we were to attempt to increase the tonnage of sugar 

per acre, the result would be that the production would be quite enough 
to meet the requirements of this country 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (United Provinces Nominated Non- 
Official) How will you be able to do it? By this increase of duty? 

Mr. Mukhtar Singh: I shall come to that a few minutes later, and I 
shall show that this is not the wav m which the sugar industrv can be 
protected Certainly, an increase of duty will be indirectly an advantage 
both to the grow er as well as to the manufacturer, but I do not think that 
it will improve the condition of the sugar mdustry of this country. I waa 
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submitting, Sir, that the acreage le not the main point Accord- 
** ** ing to the Sugar Committee’s Beport, if t remember aright, the 
tonnage per acre m India was considered to be 8 tons an acre, while in Java 
thev found out that the tonnage of sugar-cane per acre was 36 tons That 
IS, it was about 4^ times more than India was producing In the mean- 
time Java people have been able to produce 42 tons to an acie It clearly 
means that theie is a very big maigin between 8 tons and 42 tons to an 
acre, and that will clearly convince my friend, Mr Haroon, that, if we 
increase the tonnage of sugar-cane per acre, we shall be able to produce 
a sufficient amount of sugar which will not only be able to give us the 
entire amount needed for this country, but we shall also be able to export 
something outside The main point then would be whether it is possible to 
increase the yield per acre from 8 tons to 42 tons 

Mr. President: That is not relevant to this amendment 

Mr. Mukhtar Singh: That will be relevant in this wa\ My friend Mr 
Haroon, in submitting his motion, stated that, because the area under 
sugar-cane had not increased, therefore there wms no necessitj of imposing 
the duty I am meeting his argument bv saying that there is a likelihood 
of increasing the amount of tonnage per acre and then it will give more 
sugar, though the area remains the same 

Ha]l Abdoola Haroon . How are you going to increase the tonnage ? 

Mr. Mukhtar Singh: If my Honourable friend will refer to the reports 
of the different Agricultural Departments m the country, ho will find that, 
bv the introduction of new varieties of canfcs, the tonnage has increased 
by at least 100 per cent (Interruption ) I was submitting, Sir, that it is a 
certainty that the increase in tonnage of sugar-cane per acre has gone up 
since the introduction of now varieties of canes, and wo shall be able to 
produce more sugar-cane than we are producing toda\ My Honourable 
fnend has stated that we are producing only 1,20,000 tons of sugar in 
this country, while we are importing more than 8 lakhs of tons from 
foreign countries, and therefore it is no good to impose a duty on sugar 
I may remind my friend that, beeides 1,17,048 tons of sugar, we are 
making 8^,16,000 tons of qnr and there is a verv large amount of refined 
sugar produced under the indigenous mamifaetiire Unfortunately figures 
are not available ns to how much sugar we are producing bv the in- 
digenous methods So 1o compare 8 lakhs wnth one lakh will be a fallacy 
When we arc considering a question of this nature, we must take the 
totnl consumption, and if w^e do not take the amount of sugar produced 
b\ the indigenous method, the amount consumed will be something more 
than 40 lakhs of tons per vear As a matter of fact, the mam point that 
we ought to consider would he whether the producer of gur, who is pro- 
ducing not less than 32 lakhs of tons every year, is to be protected My 
Honourable friend has suggested that there should be created a third 
category and that rofinones should get gnr at a cheaper rate 

Haji Abdoola Haroon . Nobodv in the w'orld can compete with qur m 
India Whereas the sugar market varied from 1901 to 1915, gur was at 
that time and is still at the same level 

Mr. Mukhtar Singh: I consider mv friend is wrong Two vears before, 
Java could not manufacture gnt and therefore there w^as no oompeftition 
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\Mth Java, but now things have changed The Java people came to India, 
the\ studied the manufacture of gur in this country and consignments 
■of gur are already reaching India 

Haji Abdoola Haroon: I want to explain that My friend has stated 
that gur was not prepared m Java There is some indigenous industry 
in Java, where the\ make gu) That was being exported to China and 
-Japan for refining purposes I have seen the sample They are now 
sending it here for refining purposes and it does not compete with the 
gur here 

Hr. Hukhtar Singh: I do not understand what is the difference My 
friend says that the gur that is imported into this csountry for refining 
purposes does not compete directly wnith the gur in this country Even 
if I take it for argument’s sake, then does it not compete with Indisin 
gur directly ^ Any stuff which contains sugar competes directly with 
sugar produced in this countrv, and as it is at present, affects the price 
■of gur, and as my Honourable friend himself admitted, there are a num- 
ber of factories working in this country, there are a large number of 
refineries working in this country which want to produce sugar from gur, 
and for their sake he suggests that there ought to be a cheaper rat-e of 
duty on that kind of stuff Mav I tell him that these factories consume 
the Indian gur for that purpose^ 

Pandit Kilakantha Das • Tlie Honourable Member, Hap Abdoola 
Haroon, and the (lovernmont have no quarrel as to the duty on gur 

Mr. Hukhtar Singh: I do not know^ that Clause 3 of the amendment 
says 

“Suear, crystallised oi soft infeiior to 14-Dutch Standard but not inferior to 8- 
Dutch Standard if imported for refining purpose, Rs 3, per cwt ” 

Haji Abdoola Haroon Tint is not gur That is raw' sugar which is 
^6 per cent 

Hr. Hukhtar Singh * My friend can call it raw sugar as gur is not the 
technical word and bura sugar is the propei word to be used for that pur- 
pose He wants a cheaper rate of duty for that purpose What would 
beHhe result? The result would be that the refineries hero would not 
consume Indian gur, but they would depend upon gur imported from Java 

An Honourable Hember. It is raw 

Mi. Hukhtar Singh: You can call it raw I think he used the word 
Mubcovodos sugar I was submitting, Sir, that the importation of any 
stuff which Will be used by the refineries m this country will directly 
compete with the gur manufactuied in this country and that will have a 
depressing effect No doubt it will not hit directly the manufacture ol 
'sueac, but it will directlv hit the small grower who manufactures gur 
in this country From my point of view, I want that the farmers oi 
this country should live, and m order to save them from rum, I w’ant 
that the importation of gur, or anything which can directly compete with 
gur, should be stopped altogether It is wnth that idea that the Sugar 
Committee was appointed by the Bihar Research Council and it recom 
mended that the import duty on gur should be levied at once, and that 
-was approved by the Impenal Agncultural Research Council in Decembei 
last, and it is m accordance with that that this duty had been raised 
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M} Honourable triend Haji Abcloola Haioon baid that Indians are not 
able to compete with the imported sugai, because thej are mostly manu- 
facturing sugar out of gur ' But this is not correct For his information 
1 may tell him th.it tht production of sugar direct from cane in 1924-25- 
was 9,21,950 niaunds, while refined from sugar, it was 9,16,121 maunds, 
and in 1927-28, the sugai produced direct from cane was 18,45,752. 
maunds, and lefinod from sugar it was only 14,16,926 maunds So as a 
niattei of fact the amount of sugar refined from gur is going down and 
down cverv da\ , and the sugar pioduced directly from cane is going up 
and up every da> That clearly shows, Sir, that the new factories that 
are being set up generall\ manufacture then sugar directly from cane, 
and there is one verv great difhculU m Ihiscountrv, on account of which 
the sugar factories which manufacture sugar directU from cane are not 
m a position to give better results The question of transport is a very 
difficult problem in this counti\ and especially when the trahsport is con- 
trolled bv railwa\s I regret very much to say that at is a fact that, 
even when there aie two factories working, one owned b\ a Europejin and 
another b> an Indian, the iailwa\s give better facilities to the European 
owned factory W hen things like these have happened and are happening, 
\ou cannot depend upciu railwaxs for transport and there cannot be any 
cheaper wav of tianspoit than railways The result is that it becomes 
verv very ditficult for factories to manufacture sugar directly from sugar- 
cane, and this is one oi the reasons whv people m India have to mnnu- 
tacturi' then sugar from gvr rather than direct f-nim cane, and it is on 
account of that that the Sugar Committee pointed out that the Govern- 
ment of India should try and find out some other jirodiict which mav be 
between sugar and gur and which mav be used foi refining pin poses 
But the Government of India have done nothing so far Batfier the 
expert opinion that was given, bv Tlie Members of the Sugar Committee, 
was that it was an irnjiossibihtv , and there c<1uld not be found anv thing 
between gur and sugar If the research departments of the Government 
of India had taken that lecommendation seriously, it w'as possible that w^e 
could have found out some other stuff which could be used by these 
refineries and could verv well be manufactured bv the ordmarv grow’er 
But iinfortiinatelv tins was not done As I was submitting, Sir, this is 
one of the difficulties There is another great difficulty and it is this 
If the sugar cane does not reach the sugai factory fresh, it gives a very 
low percentage of sugar, and it alwavs happens that wdien sugar-cane is 
transported bv railwavs the canes do not arrive fresh, and m that wav 

Mr. Presldexit: The Honourable Member know's that this is not at all 
relevant to the amendment T think it is high time that Honourable 
Members restricted themselves to amendments , otherwise there will be no 
end to this debate 

Mr. Mukhtar Singh: I submit, Sir, that mv Honourable friend Haji 
Abdoola Hnroon pointed out 

Mr. President: But tw'o wrongs do not make one right If the Honour- 
able Member who moved the amendment was irrelevant, there is no reason 
why the speaker should also be irrelevant 

Mr. Mukhtar Sin^*. Then, I will leave that point, Sir I mav tell 
the House that the sugar industry has improved to a very great extent 
in this country, in spite of the apathy of the Government From thfr 
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Sugar Committee’s Report you will find that the percentage of sugar got 
n the different factories of this country was a bit above 6 per cent In 
L920 the sugar factories m India got 6 85 per cent In 1927-28 they got 
) 5 per cent and in large factories they got 9 25 per cent , and in one 
actory the percentage of sugar got from ctuie was 10 3 per cent , while in 
Fava the percentage of sugar got is about 11 jier cent So practically the 
•fficiency of the sugar factories in India has reached the Java figure, 
ind when we remember that the sugar-cane that we are producing is 
nore fibrous than they are producing in Java, it will be quite clear that 
ve have practically reached a stage when we can say that the sugar 
actories working in India are efficient That clearly shows that it is quite 
lecessary that some protection should be given 

1 may tell this House what has happened in other countries I am 
quoting the instance of Australia In 1923 they prohibited the import 
Df sugar An Act was passed to remain m toice up to 1929, but now 
they have extended the application of that Act up to 1934 In the 
meantime, they did not remain quiet They appointed a Sugar-cane 
Price Board and a Sugar Board Both these Boards decided at what 
rate sugar-cane should be sold, these Boaids decided at what rate sugai 
should be sold, and the result is that the cost of production has gone 
down considerably The same ought to have been done in this country 
What hue happened in this country is that the sugar-cane grower and 
the sugar manufacturer are not co-operating, and the lesult is that the 
sugar factories are not gettmg what they ought to have got In con- 
sidering the help to any industry, oui mam point ought to bo whether 
it IS likely that, at a future time, it is possible foi that industiy to stand 
on its own legs And it we are quite satislied that the sug ir industry 
IS likely to stand upon its own legs, Goveinment should ccitamly help 
that industry As 1 have stated, the sugar industry, irij spite of the 
apathy of Government, has done a great deal, and if Government support 
that industry, it will be able to stand completely upon its legs in ten 
years Unfortunately, the Finance Membei has imposed a revenue duty, 
and I would have liked that the whole levenuo duty had been a protective 
duty, so that the people in the country would have known that, at least 
for a few years to come, they were quite safe and they could start their 
3ugar factories What will happen now? The Finance Member has pro- 
posed an increase in revenue duty it is possible that, next year, the 
revenue duty niay not be required or may not be levied, and all these 
lactones which come into existence in the meantime will have to suffer 
a loss If the whole thing had been changed into a protective duty, it 
would have -been done by an Act of the Legislature, and it would not 
have been within the power of Government to decrease that duty at their 
sweet will And in consideration of the protection given by Government, 
private people would have established their own factories themselves. 
The Sugar Committee did not recommend the imposition of a sugar duty, 
but they asked for a reference to the Tanff Board, so that aJl these 
questions might be gone into and it might be decided m what way pro- 
motion should be given to the sugar industry I hope and trust that, 
by the increase in the import duty, Government are not shelving a refer- 
ence of the matter to the Tanff Board Rather, side by side with this, 
the question should be referred to the Tariff Board, so that an investiga- 
tion might be made m the meantime, and the tottering condition of 
the sugar industry may be improved wffhm a few years If by reference 
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to the Tariff Board it is found that protection is needed, protection s^uld 
be given Unless it is done on these lines, I am afraid the sugar industry, 
in spite of this duty, will not survive Government have already lost 
ten years, and if they are going to lose a few years more, I am afraid 
at a time when the world production is much more than the consumption, 
the sugar industry will be doomed 

Bef erring to the Trade Review, Sir, you will be pleased to find that, 
m 1927-28, the sugar production of the world was 24,000,000 pounds, 
while the world consumption is considered to be only 28,000,000 pounds 
When the world is producing much more sugar than it can consume, and 
India IS the only country where this surplus can find a place, the result 
will be that we shall be very hard-hit You will be pleased to find that 
we have proposed an mcrease m duty to the extent of Rs 1-8-0 per cwt , 
but if you refer to the prices of sugar, you will hnd that the price has 
gone up only by 12 annas It means that Java can stand this duty, at 
least by half, very easily, and it will not be m any way a very great 
help to the industry 

There is one more point. Sir, which I consider to be very important 
From the conduct m the past of the Java manufacturer, we have found 
that Ja\a has given two different rates, one for India and another for 
Europe That clearly shows that it wants the sugar industry here to 
become extinct U’he monopoly will be in the hands of Java, and the 
result will be that the prices will go up very high, and at the same time 
the sugar grower will be very hard-hit, especially at a time when there 
IS no other valuable crop, or as we call it, cash crop, left Sugar-cane 
growing IS the only cash crop, so far as the United Provinces and the 
Punjab are concerned, and if the sugar industry is ruined, the natural 
result will be that, not only will the sugar-cane grower be hard-hit, but 
tfie revenues of Government, which are inuml\ drawn from irrigation and 
land revenue m the United Provinces, will be seriously affected 

With these words, I oppose the motion, and I hope the House will 
consider that, at least a small duty, which will mdirectly give a small 
protection, should be imposed 

The Honourable Sir Q^rge Schuster: Sir, I listened with very great 
interest to the speech made by the Honourable the Mover of this motion, 
and I must oongiatulate him on having got together such an interesting 
lot of information Since then, we have had two very able speeches 
oppoemg my Honourable friend's motion, and I feel that the case against 
the motion — which I also must oppose — has been so very ably put, that 
I myself am left with very little to say My Honourable friend Haji 
Abdoola Haroon, as far as I can summarise his speech, seemed to me 
to make two points His first and his substantial objection to the 
proposal which Government have put forward was, as I understood it, 
that he objected to this measure of additional taxation because it was 
not baianoed by a corresponding expenditure on the development of sugar 
production m India I think I must be right m so interpreting him, 
because, last year, he himself put down a Resolution proposing that the 
duty should be increased practically in exactly the way in which we are 
now proposmg an increase, and he added to this, the proposal that a 
corresponding amount should be spent on che development of the sugar 
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industry Now, Sir, if I am right m my interpretation of him, I think, 
that by itself answers a great part of his argument That is to say, it 
answers all that part of his argument which was based on objections 
to so high a rate of duty. His objection is not to the high duty in itself, 
but rather to the failure of the Government to put forward proposals for 
spending something like two croros this year on the development of the 
bugai indusiry 

The second part of his speech, as far as I can put it shortly, dealt 
rather with the details of his proposals, the variations m the rate of duty 
which he has proposed in order to encourage the development of the 
rehnmg industry in India I should like to make clear what is the Oov- 
ernniont’s position in this matter I think I am entitled to say that there 
IS every probability, that a d’ariff Board inquiry into the industry 

will be held in the course of the next 12 months Pending such an inquiry, 
the Government can only deal with sugar duties from a revenue point of 
view There were certain changes in the classification of sugar which 
we should have, for administrative reasons, been glad to introduce this 
year, but, pending the Keport of the Tariff Board, we thought it better 
to leave the existing classification undisturbed and merely to propose an 
all-round increase in the dut\ of all three grades That is our reason for 
1)01 ng unable, at the present moment, to consider such alterations of 
detail as my Honourable friend proposes 

Coming, Sir, to the speech to which we have just listened, made by 
my Honourable friend, Mr Mukhtar Singh, he is, I am glad to find, on 
my side in this matter m supporting our proposals for an increased duty 
But he also had a complaint to make that the Government were not 
proposing to allocate a sufficient amount for expenditure on sugar mea- 
sures this year I should like to put it to him that, even when we are 
considering such valuable expenditure as the encouragement of sugar grow- 
ing, there is just the same need for economy and careful consideration of how 
the money is to be spent as when it is being spent on such unpopular sub- 
jects as salaries for high officials Actually the proposals which are before 
the Department of Education Health and Lands can be amply met from 
the sums which we are providing this year, namely, the 10 lakhs which is 
being specially voted for sugar measures which could also be supplemented 
by money which has been already voted for agncultural research 

Finally I should like to say one thing m conclusion, and this is all that 
I need say I wish this House to take our proposals in respect of sugar 
this year as a first step m a definite pohev The step perhaps does not 
go very far, but if, as a result of the Sugar Committee's inquiries, and 
if as a result of the work of the Central Council of Agricultural Research, 
or again as a result of the Tariff Board inquiry, we find that further 
measures are necessary, it is certainly the intention of the Government 
that they should be proceeded with T am full of hope myself that, if 
things go w'ell, we shall find ourselves next year with some margin for 
further expenditure without the imposition of additional taxation At 
present, we are carrvmg our proposals as far as we think it right to go, 
because we are providing money for all those schemes which are already 
ripe for being taken up But that is not the end of the matter, and, there- 
fore, I can confidently commend our proposals, m> far as they concern 
sugar policy, to the support of this House 
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Sir, I want the Housa to consider what wilj be the effect of an import 
duty on an article which is also partly produced in this country The price 
wiU certainly increase, not only of the article which is imported, but also 
of the article which is produced in the country When the consumer pur- 
chases the imported article, the duty that is imposed goes to the State, 
but when the consumer purchases the article which is produced m the 
country, that portion does not come to the Government treasury, but goes 
to the producer Where the production of an article m the coimtry is con- 
siderable — and in the case of sugar there is a considerable production of an 
indigenous character in this country — and if we take gur along with sugar, 
as there is a reaction of prices between sugar and qur^ as adverted to by my 
Honourable friend Mr Mukhtar Singh, the disipanty between the quantity 
imported and the quantity produced in the country is much more, and the 
result in loss to the consumers is much more than the gam to the treasury 
Only a very small portion of the amount paid by the consumer comes into 
the Government treasury Now this is a very serious evil On account of 
some import duty on an .irticlc on which there is no countervailing excise 
duty all of what the consumers paj do not come into the Government 
treasury This evil has to be guarded against The evil can be tolerated 
only where a case for protection is made out Now if we are to consider the 
effect of an import duty from the point of view of protection of the indigen- 
ous industry, we have to consider whether a case has been made out that 
the industry requires protection and that the industry is in a position to 
profit by the protective duty 


Sir Oowasjl Jehanglr: 1 rise on a point of order, Sir Is the Honourable 
Member in order in placing before the House argunicnts against his own 

amendment? 

Bai Bahadur S. 0. Dutta: My point is, Sir, that Government do not 
justify the duty on the ground of protection, they want it on the ground 
of revenue It is rather a matter for congratulation that the Government 
want to help the industry in some other way, Sir, for which provision has 
been made in the Budget What I put to the House is that, when the 
object 18 not protection but one of revenue, then it is an evil that, out 

of the amount contributed bv the consumers, only a small portion comes 

to the Government coffers This should never happen, and from this point 
of view I urge that when an import duty is to be levied without a counter- 
vailing excise duty on an article largely produced in the country, 
the imjiort dutv should never be high , and therefore I pro- 
pose to raise the import dutv from Rs 4/8 to Rs 5/- and 

from Rs 4/- to Rs 4/^ while the Government want to increase the 
sarrt up to Rs 6/- and h/8 What I say is that if there is really anv 
need iovt increased revenue, there should be only a slight increase, and my 
proposal would not hit any of the existing interests, for I do not propose to 
lower the existing duties, but only to raise them slightly I also wash the 
House to hear m mind that such an increase as the Government propose is 
not justified for purposes of revenue If the dutv is much higher, then it 
may Siffect consumption and reduce the income From that point of view, 
I submit thi^t my amendment may be accepted by this House, 
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Hr. PrijSident: The question is 


“That for the proposed amendment No 3 m Schedule I to Uie Bill the following 
be substituted 

‘3 For Item No 34 of Schedule 11 the following shall be substituted, jafuaiely 


31 


Sugar, excluding confectionery {see No 124) — 


(1) Sugar, erystallued or goft 23 Lutch Standard 

Cwt 

and above 


(2) Sugar, crystalliiied or soft inferior lo 23 

Cwt 

Dutch Standard but not inferior to 8 
Dutch Standard. 


(3) Sugar, below 8 DuU h Standard and sugar 
candy 

Ad valorem 

( 4 ) Molasses 

Ad valorem 


Rs> A* 


6 0 

4 8 


26 per cent. 


26 per cent ' ** 


The motion was negatived 


Mr. W. S. Lamb: Sir, may 1 be permitted to move my amendment to 
item 4 of Schedule I ? 

Mr President: Have copies been supplied to Honourable Members? The 
Honourable Member wants to move the following amendment . 


“That item No 4 in Schedule I to the Bill bo omitted altogether and that tho 
subsequent items be ronumliered accordingly “ 

Mr, W. S. Lamb: Sir, 1 rise to move the amendment which you have 
just read to the House This item No 4 concerns the proposal ot Goverti- 
ment to reduce the import duty on kerosene imported into India Sir, the 
recent debate on clause 7 is very closely allied to this motion of mine, and, 
therefore, particularly as 1 desire to speak of the smaller companies, I may 
be permitted to refer to one or two points made by the Honourable the 
Commerce Member 1 do not propose to attempt to deal with my inend 
Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas If i had sat in my place here when 1 hrst 
came to the Assembly some four years ago, and heard hig thundering 
directed at me, 1 should have been awed As it ib, in all these years 1 
have learnt that the Honourable Member is not unwillmg to lend his 
eloquence to causes of which he knows very httJe Begarding his parti- 
cular attack on this group, 1 will say nothing, but merely that he may 
consider, when he sees the official report tomorrow morning, whether he 
IS happy to think that such language is on record and whether it is ^yo^tby 
of the position he desires to hold in this House and in the country 


Now, Sir, With regard to the Commerce Member . . 

, Hr. President: More or less the same thing 

Hr. W. S. Lamb: I desire to reply to one or two points raised by him. I 
had no opportunity of doing so, and it is germane to iny present motion . . 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Fandya: How is it germane? 

Hr. W. S. Lamb: If you will wait a little you will see how it is germane. 
Sir, the Honourable the Commerce Member said something about the 
smaller companies He said that if the price, as we ate told, is going up, 
they will recover the duty The situation is this. The Burmah Oil Com- 
pany or the Burmah Shell Company cxintrol the prices m India As the 
House knows, I think, a certain propo^ion of the oil they sell is foreign 
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oil, and they will get a certain proportion of the 15 lakhs remission if this 
proposal 18 accepted, so that if the prices are increased, as I think they will 
be, they will not be able to increase them to the full extent of the four 
annas which have now been put upon a unit That is, the price may be 
increased by 2 annas or 2^ annas, and the smaller companies will recover 
only that amount, that is, all the oil sold by them is indigenous oil and 
therefore they will have to pay four annas extra and receive only Re 0-2-6, 
so that, assuming the price is raised in that way, on their sales, they will 
lose 0-1-6 or Re 0-2-0 per unit That is one point 

Now, Sir, the Honourable the Commerce Member seems to make some- 
what of a fetish 

Mr, M. 8. Andyt Will the Honourable Member tell me what percentage 
of the oil sold by the Burmah Oil Company is foreign oil? 

Mr, W. S. Lamb: I have not got the exact figures, I could not tell you 
that The point I was making is this The Honourable the Commerce 
Member seems to make somewhat of a fetish of the difference between the 
prices of inferior oil and superior oil He suggests that 8 annas is very 
small Actually, before the war, when I myself had something to do with 
kerosene sales, the difference between the two qualities was not more than 
Re 0-4-0 and Re 0-6-0 so that I do not quite understand why he should 
place so much significance on this difference of 8 annas 

Then again the Honourable the Commerce Member appears to believe 
that reffnenes m India are compelled to produce this inferior quality of oil 
Sir, at one time that was so, and it was quite a good thing that India could 
take it. But nowadays there is no reason why they should continue to 
make that quality, because by a recent process invented called “cracking^*, 
we are able to make petrol and white oil out of it, and if because of Acts of 
this House, India will have to go without this clieap inferior kerosene, it 
will have to pay much more for the superior kerosene oil 

With regard to this motion. Sir, I should like to put to the Finance 
Member and to the House that, as things are at present, the import duty 
has not iprevented foreign oil from coming into India As the indigenous 
oil has decreased, the foreign oil has increased, so tHat really I see no reason 
whatever why the Honourable the Finance Member should give away 
16 lakhs 

I would, then, suggest to him and to the House that they accept my 
motion and that the Finance Member may retain this 15 lakhs, so that later 
on, when difficulty arises, he might give some help and assistance to the 
smaller companies As I have suggested, and as is possible, we are threaten- 
ed with a very severe war of rates I am not pleadmg for the Burmah Oil 
Company, I am pleadmg for the smaller compames, and if, as is possible, 
they are diriven to the wall, I think the Finance Member might very well 
contemplate the putting by of some money, such as this 16 lakhs, go that 
he plight ipossibly apply it to some scheme for the relief of the smaller oil 
oompemies. 

Mf. Presideni: The question is: 

•'That in Schedule I to the Bill the proposed amendment No 4 be omitted altogether 
and that the etibaeqaent amendmmta be renumbered accordingly ** 

The motaon was negatived. 
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Mr. President: Mr. Bahimtulla 

Mr. B. Das: Sir, as there is a meeting of the Empire Parliamentar> 
Association at 5 p m , might X suggest that the House might adjourn now ? 

Mr. President: Public business has precedence over all other business 

Mr. Pazal Ibrahim Bahimtulla: Sir, I beg to move that 

“In Schedule I to the Bill, the proposed amendment No 5 be omitted and the 
subsequent amendments be renumbered accordingly “ 

Sir, I do not wish to take up the time of this House by making a 
long speech on this question The question is of very great importance 
and has been engaging the attention of the coimtry for a long time Thit> 
question, Sir, was debated m all its aspects at the recent meetings held on 
the 14th, 15th and 16th February, 1930, of the Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce and Industries The Resolution at that meeting 
was moved by Mr Chunilal Mehta and it was to the following effect 

“The Federation Mewa with alarm the serious depieciation in the \alue of silver 
caused by Government sales which has seriously affected the value of the savings of 
the masses iii India The Fediiation considers it imperative that the Government of 
India should stop the sales of silver “ 


Whilst dealing with this question, Sir, Mr Chunilal Mehta also 
adequately dealt with the question of the import duty, which is detrimental 
to the country and which the Honourable the Finance Member has now' 
introduced He says that, “From certain quarters suggestions have come 
that import duty should be imposed on silver" Gentlemen, let me say 
that the remedy is worse than the disease The imposition of nn import 
dutv on silver will fictitiously raise the internal price of silver, but the 
external price will decline to an extent from which the w'hite metal could 
never recover India is vitally interested m high prices of silver in the 
international market, even if we are to adopt Gold Standard 

The Government of India, m their memorandum submitted to the Cur 
rency Commission, had suggested an import duty on silver The Currenev 
Commission, while rejecting the suggestion, observed as follows 

“In our opinion however the efforts to maintain the domestic price of silver, that 
15 by import duty, niespective of world price, would probably fail There has always 
5 PH ^een a conwderable trade in silvei over the land frontiers of India and 
apart from the difficulties of attempting to exclude a valuable metal from 
a wide frontier, if people who are accustomed to do that trade weie to find that the 
value of Sliver in the outside worlu was very much below the value in India, it would 
probably affect confidence in the value of silver in India itself In the case of an 
article which like silver is largely kept as a store of value, the influence of opinion on 
its value IS extremely important ’’ 


In the light of what the Currency Commission has said it is clear that 
import duty on silver is both inadvisable and detrimental 


Now, Sir, I will come to the speech of the Honourable the Finance 
Memb^ in dealing with thig question The reasons why he wished to 
introduce it were two. The first was this 


‘ I consider, however, in ihe special circumstances now^ prevailing, that it is on 
every ground desirable to have some margin of safety, taking into account the uncertain 
prosp^ we have before ua and taking into account also the paramount iinport- 
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The second point was this 

“I am prepared to say that we have a very special purpose m mind for the applica- 
tion of that suipluB We regard this duty, piincipally m fact, as a measure which 
will give us a margin ot revenue from which we shall be able to make a distribution 
to provinces after che forthcoming statutory revision to give them the funds which 
they require for nation building services ’* 

Now, Sir, these are the two objects which the Honourable the Finance 
Member has in view in introducing this dutj A friend of mine, a very 
influential man in Bombay, on hearing this point, has informed me to tins 
effect, and I think it is very important because he is actually m a position 
to give an opinion on this subject He says. 

“Regarding the merits of duty on silver, it amounts to robbing Peter to pay Paul 
It IS really a misfortune that the unrepresented masses who are actual consumers of 
silver will have to pay ever a crore of rupees more for their silver which in the ordinary 
course would cost so much less I do not understand what earthly good the artificiiU 
liigh late of silver is to do to the countiy oi to the farmers Contrastly, the Chinese 
(Government only recently have issued a statement that no duty or restrictions will be 
imposed on tlie movement of silvei China is holding many times more silver than the 
(ioveinment of India or the combined Biitish Empire “ 

I am told, and I think I may be voicing the feelings of many here, 
that th(' dut\ has bctii imposed m ordei to keep up the ratio of Is 6<i 
1 do not know how far that statement is correct, but rumours are to that 
t fleet I do not know whether my Honourable friend the h'lnance Mem- 
ber had realised the disastrous effect of this import duty on the masses 
of India I think my friend, Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas put the whole 
thing in a nutshell, and he has pointed out the disastrous effect it will 
have on the masses of India He said 

“With rogaid to the disposal of silver about which Mr C B Mehta gave certain 
figures , he said that 8 crores worth of silver has been sold and 2 crores has been added 
to gold and therefore 6 crores have disappeared If the Government wish to persist 
in this policy, I should like it to know what happens in a private household A 
piivate household which has gold ornaments and silvei utensils, when it is badly shaken, 
what do they do’ Part with silver utensils woith Rs 5,000 or 50,000 or 20,000 according 
to the position of the man The next thing is the jewellery and in the case of India 
it will be gold Goveinment have begun to part with India’s silver If they sold 
silver because they felt that India did not want it and if they had put it in some more 
useful way, namely, gold or gold securities which bring interest, one can understand it 
But Government are partimg with our silver for good, selling it off It is true for a 
time they convert it into gold securities and a few weeks later hand them over to the 
Secretary of State for India That is the weakest aspect of the currency operations 
during the last two years One cannot help sympathising with the Honourable Member 
for his having to step into the legacy which he has had to inherit However, I do 
feel that we are entitled, in the friendliest spirit, to tell him that we desire him to 
desist from his present TOlicy and stop frittering away India’s gold and silver, in the 
pursuit of not the Is 4a ratio which he called the will-o-the-wisp but the Is ratio 
which may turn out to be the mirage ” 

I wish, Su, the Honourable the Finance Member, when he amved m 
India, had not made a hasty statement which we all regretted at that 
time, namely, that so long as the Hononrable the Finance Member re- 
mained m office, he would not look at the question of considering the revi- 
sion of the ratio He also made this emphatically clear at the meeting 
of the Federation of the Indian Chambers I hope, Sir, he will consider 
that moat of the troubles in this country are due to this ratio question. 
I assure him, Sir, that the Imperial Preference questions, which have been 
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•debated m this House, would not have been debated had it not been for 
the la 6d. ratio If >ou were to revert to the 1«. 4(i ratio, the textile 
industry in India would not need protection, and the question of Imperial 
Preference would therefore not arise We are well aware that the Gov- 
ernment want to do the right thing m the wrong way They always give 
us a choice, but the choice is made in such a manner that we are made 
helpless 

Mr. President: All the same they do the right thmg. 

Mr. Pazal Ibrahim Bahimtulla: But in the wrong manner If they 
want to give protection to the textile industry, that is the right thing, but 
they do it m the wrong manner by introducing Imperial Preference and 
raising a controversy in this House and outside as to how our position 
should be towards India, towards Parliament, towards British India and 
the Bound Table Conference. If they want really to help this country, 
the remedv lies in the Is, 4d ratio, and I hope the Honourable the Finance 
Member will still reconsider his former position in the light of what is 
happening in this country, and stop further ruination and the disastrous 
effect of the 1« Qd ratio 

Mr. President: If no other Honourable Member wishes to speak, I 
shall call upon the Honourable the Finance Member to speak 

Sir Purshotaxndas Thakurdas: Is it necessary always that we from 
this side should speak before the Honourable the Finance Member speaks? 
I think one would like to hear what the Honourable the Finance Member 
has to say. 

Mr. President: Perhaps the Honourable the Finance Member might 
like to hear what other Honourable Members have to say 

The House stands adjourned till tomorrow morning Eleven o'clock. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Saturday, 
the 22nd March, 1930. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Qualifying Examination for Departmental Candidates held by the 
Public Service Commission 

763 *Mr. Abdul Latif Sahib Farookhir (a) la it a fact that the Public 

Service Commission, on taking over the recruitment of the clerical staff of 
the Government of India Secretariat and its attached and subordinate 
offices recommended a thorough revision of the existing system of recruit- 
ment and that, on the recommendations of the Commission, a Committee 
was constituted to examine the question on which all Departments were re- 
jiresented? 

(b) Is it a fact that this Committee, among other things, recommended 
that, before the new system of recruitment was introduced, the existing 
members of the staff should be given an opportunity to qualify themselves 
for higher grades and that an examination for this purpose should be held on 
the same lines as the previous qualifying examinations held by the Staff 
Selection Boards 

(c) Is it a fact that the examination recommended by the Committee 
of departmental representatives was held in November last? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Commission, while calling for lists of candidates 
for the examination from departments, notified to the effect that the exami- 
nation would be held on the same lines as the previous quolifvmg examina- 
tions? 

(e) Is it a fact that, m the qualifying exammation held by the 8taff 
Selection Board, candidates were required to obtain certain percentages of 
total marks in the aggregate only and not m each paper of the written 
examination? 

(/) H it a fact that* even in the case of superior services examinatioui 
held by the Public Service <}6tnmi8d6n the results are based cn the aggregate 
marks obtained by candidates? 

A 
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(g) Is it a fact that, contrary to past practice, and notwithstanding their 
promises, the Public Service Commission prescribed percentages of marks 
varying between 40 to 70 per cent to be obtained by candidates in each 
subject separately'’ 

(k) What percentage of candidates was declared successful for each 
division? 

(i) If the reply to part (g) above is m the affirmative, in how many cases 
were candidates obtaining more marks m the aggregate declared to have 
failed (1) for the first division, (2) for the second division, while those obtain- 
ing lesser marks were declared successful? 

(;) Is it a fact that this was the last quahfymg examination for depart- 
mental candidates and that those who have failed will have no prospects of 
promotion to higher grades except in rare cases in which the Commission 
may grant exemptions? 

(k) If so, will the Public Service Commission be prepared to reconsider 
the results of the examin^ion and declare more candidates as qualified, 
basing their results on tfm aggregate marks, qualifying limits being the 
same as were fixed for the examination held by the Staff Selection Board 
in 1920? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) Yes 

(b) The Conference recommended that one more opportunity of qualify- 
ing should be* given but proposed that the standard adopted should be 
fairly high 

(c) Yes 

(d) The Commission stated that the subjects for the examination would 
be the same as in previous years but no standard of marking for securing 
success was notified 

(c) Yes 

(/) The Public Service Commission have power under several of the 
Eegulations for the Superior Services to determine the qualifying mark 
m all or any of the subjects of examination 

(g) and (t) I have no information on these points 

(h) First Division 4 per cent 
Second Division 20 per cent 
Third Division 91 per cent 

(?) Yes 

(k) The Public Service Commission do not propose to reconsider the 
results of the examination as they think that it would be contrary to public 
interest to lower the standard required for quahfymg 

Conviction of Sabdab Vallabhbhai Patel. 

7(J4, *P«n(llt l(a<Un M(duu Mfttovljra: (i) Will the Honourable the 
Home Member state 

(Jo) if m the information which the Bombay Government sent him in 
reply to my question under what section or sections Sardar 
Vallebhbhai Patel had been convicted and imprisoned, they had 
^ stated under what section the Sardar had been convicted and 
ImDrisoned : 
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(6) if so, why the Honourable the Home Member did not communi- 
cate the information to me m the letter which he was good 
enough to send me? 

(ii) Ib it a fact that 

(а) a notice having been issued to the Sardar under section 42 of 

the Bombay Police Act, be could only be convicted under sec- 
tion 68 of the said Act, and 

(б) that the maximum punishment provided for disobeying an order 

under section 42 of the said Act is a fine, which may extend to 
Rs 200 and no imprisonment? 

(ill) Is it a fact that Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel has been convicted and 
mpnsoned under section 71 of the said Act? 

(iv) Do Government realise that the conviction of the Sardar under sec- 
ion 71 of the said Act and the sentence passed on him of imprisonment for 
hree months and a fine of Es 500 are utterly illegal? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (i) (a) and (b) The information 
eceived on this point from the Government of Bombay reached me after 
had written to the Honourable Member 

(ii) (a) and (b) As I explained in the course of the debate on the 
notion for adjournment, an order was served on Mr Vallabhbhai Patel 
inder section 42 of the Bombay District Police Act, but as he was about 
o act m contravention thereof, action was taken under section 64 of the 
Vet Disobedience to any direction under section 54 is punishable under 
ection 71 of the Act 

(ill) Yes 

(iv) I can find no ground for such a view which is, however, a matter 
or judicial decision 

lACiAL Discrimination between the Indian and Anglo-Indian Appren- 
tices IN THE Kharagpur Workshops 

765 •Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn 
o the article headed “Bound apprentices in Kharagpur Workshop" pub- 
ished at page 126 of the “Bengal Nagpur Railway Employees’ Journal" of 
February 1930? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state whether the facts of racial discrimination mentioned therein 
are correct? If so, do Government propose to remove the racial distinc- 
bion between the Indian aud the Anglo-Indian apprentices in the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway Workshops? 

(c) If the answer to part (a) be in the negative, do Government pro- 
pose to inquire mto the Eillegations contained in the article mentioned in 
part (a) above and to state whether the allegations are true, and if so, do 
bbey propose to remove them? If not, why not? 

Hr. A. L. Parsons; (a) Yes 

({i) and (c) I have called for a report from the Agent, Bengal Nagpur 
Bailway and will communicate with the Honourable Member when it is 
received. 

A 2 



2176 LEOIffLATIVE ASSEMBLY [22nD MaR 1930 

• Hill School Allowance for Bengal Nagpur Railway Employees 

760. •Mr. 8. 0. Mitra; (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn 
to the article “The Hill School Allowance” published at page 127 of the 
“Bengal Nagpur liailu^ay Employees' Journal” of February 1930? 

(h) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, do Government pro- 
pose to redress the grievances of the Indian employees mentioned therein? 

(c) If the answer to part (a) be in the negative, do Government propose 
to inquire into the difficulties of the Indian employees in matters of the 
education of their children as alleged in the article referred to in part (a) 
above, and will they be pleased to state whether the hardships are true, 
and if so, do they propose to remove them by suitable hill school allow- 
ances like those granted to the Anglo-Indian cmplovees? If not, wh^ not? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Yes 

(6) and (r) As the Honourable Member is no doubt already aware, 
the revi'^ed general policy formulated by the Government of India to 
govern the grant of assistance to railway emplo\ee8 of State-managed rail- 
ways for the education of then children is free from racial discrimination, 
and provides for the giant of assistance, 'subject to certain restrictions, to 
the children of eniplo\ee8 who are sent to hill schools The detailed 
rules to give effect to the general policy are still undei the consideration 
of Government and wlien they are issued Company-managed Railways, 
including th»* Bengal Nagpur Railwaiv, will be inMted to revise their rules 
on the model of the rules proscribed for Stat' -managed Railways 


New Jail Rules 

767 •Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that a new set of jail rules has 
been framed bv the Government of India for the classification of the differ 
ont classes of piisonois? 

(h) If so, will Ooveiiimcnt be pleased to state when tliey v^ere rec’om- 
niended to be brought into force b} the Local Governmentb ? 

(c) Is it a fact that those rules have not vet been enforced in the Bombay 
Jails as has been made public m connection with the incarceration of 
Snidar Vallabhbhni Patel m the Sabarmati JaiL^ 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) New pnnciples have been laid 
down bv the Government of India The rules themselves will be framed 
by Local Governments where necessary under section 60 of the Pnsons 
Act 

(b) I would invite the Honourable Member’s attention to the commu- 

nique issued by the Government of India on the 19th February The 
Honourable Member will observe that liOcal Govemmenta were al^ed to 
give immediate practical effect to the changes proposed, so far as possible, 
pending the formal amendment of the rules. ^ 

(c) No, Sir Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel has been allowed all the privi- 
leges of an A class prisoiler. ‘ 
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Adjustment op Customs Duties between the Government of India and 

Indian States 

768. *Bai Bahadur S. 0. Dutta: (a) Have Government any xntentioa 
to appoint a committee to inquire into and report upon what equitable 
adjustments should be made as to the distribution of customs duties 
upon goods admitted into India and other monietary claims between the 
Government of India and the Native Stat-es? 

(b) If so, do Government propose to include representatives of the 
Indian Legislature or other non-ofhcial Indians, m that committee, to 
act in conjunction with the official members representing the interests of 
British India V 

Mr E B Howell* (a) and (b) The Indian States ('’ommittee in their 
Itcpoit hH\e recommended the appointment of an expert C^oinmittee to 
enquire into first the reasonable claims of the States or groups of States 
to a share in the Customs Kevenue, and secondly the adequacy of their 
contribution to Imperial burdens The action to be taken with regard to 
this lecommendation has not \et been decided b\ the Government of India, 
and the\ are accordingl\ not at present m a jiosition to make any state- 
ment 


Publication of the Simon Commission’s Report 

769 *Rai Bahadur S 0. Dutta: (a) Has the attention of the Govern- 
ment been drawn to the report in the Pi ess that the Secretary of State for 
India informed the House of Commons that Sir John Simon intimated 
to him that the Report of then Commission will be submitted before 
Easter‘S 

(b) lb the Pi ess report a tiue one, and have Government any informa- 
tion IS to when this Report will be i)»LSented‘^ 

(c) Will this AssernbK get an opportunity to discuss this Report before 
it is dissolved? Will the othei branch of the Indian Legislature get a 
similar opportunity Will the existing Local Councils get a similar 
oppoitunity? Do Government propose to advise the Local Governments to 
that effect? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) and (b) Government have seen 
a Reuter’s telegram reporting a statement by the Secretary of State that 
Sir John Simon has intimated that the Statufcorv Commission will be 
very glad to find themselves able to place their Report in the Secretary 
of State’s hands for submission to the King soon after Easter Govern- 
ment have no further information 

(c) I regret that I am unable to make any further statement at pre- 
sent 


Relations of the Government of India with Indian States 

770 *Bai Bahadur S. 0. Dutta: (a) Will this House get an opportunity 
to (Jtsouss the report of the Butler Committee as to the relations of the 
Government of India with the Indian States or those portions of the 
Report of the Simon Commission that may deal with that Report or thoee 
relations of the States with British India or the question of the federation 
of B^ritish Indian Provinces and the Native States? 

(b) Do Government propose to remove the restrictions contained ' in 
that respect in rules 23 and 8 of the Indian Legislative Rules? 
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Mr. X. B. Howell: (a) The Government of India are not at present in 
a positicm to make any statement in the matter There was no recom- 
mendation m the Butler Committee Keport for any federation of Bntish 
Indian Provinces and the Indian States 

(b) No 

Pandit Nilakantha Das: Are Government going to make the Butler 
Eeport available to the Members of this House? 

Mi. X. B. Howell: It has been published 

Pandit Kilakantha Das: It has not been circulated to Members of this 
House ? 

Mr. X. B. Howell: Will the Honourable Member give notice of that 
question? 

Pandit Nilakantha Das: Are Government prepared to circulate that 
Beport among the Members of this House? 

Mr. X. B. Howell: I have said I want notice of that question 

Diwan Ohaman LalJ: Do Government take it that Members of this 
House are not interested in this matter? 

Nawab Sir Sahlbzada Abdul Qaiyum: Do you mean that every Keport 
should be circulated to Members of this House? 

Mr. Gaya Praaad Singh: How much time does the Honourable Member 
want by way of notice There are not 10 days left in this Session 

Transfer of Superintendents and Inspectors of Post Offices 

771 *Pandit Nilakantha Daa : (a) Is it a fact that the Supermtendents 
and Inspectors of Post Offices are transferred every three years? If so, 
why ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the gazetted Postmasters of the grade of 
Ks 850 — 650, have got power like the Postal Superintendents? 

(c) If the reply to part (b) be in the affirmative, will Government 
please state why the gazetted Postmasters are also not transferred after 
three years like the Postal Superintendents? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a), (b) and (c) I would refer the Honourable Mem- 
ber to my reply on the 12th of March, 1930, to starred question No 640 
asked by Mr S C Mitra 

With respect to (a) I would add that it is considered advisable in 
the interests of administiation that such transfers should ordinanly be 
made 

Reduotion op Staff of the Bbadon Street Town Sub-Post Ofwoe, 

Calcutta. 

772 ’^‘Pandit Nilakantha Das: (a) Has the attention of the Govern- 
ment been drawn to an article “Reduction of staff of the Beadon Street 
T S O , Calcutta” published m the November issue of Labour of 
1929? 

(b) Are Government prepared to inquire into the allegations made 
therein? 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWEKS 


2179 


(c) Will Government be pleased to place on the table a statement 
showing the hours of attendance and departure of clerks of that office for 
one month from any date of February 1930? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) Yes 

(b) No The matter is a local one and the Provincial Postal and Rail- 
way Mail Service Association of the Bengal and Assam Circle can take it 
up with the Postmaster-General, Bengal and Assam Circle, if they wish to 
do so 

(c) A statement showing the hours of attendance of the clerks will be 

supplied to the Honourable Member A statement of the hours of depeir- 
ture cannot be supplied as no record is kept of the time at which each 
clerk actually leaves office ^ 

Passes for Inspectors, Railway Mail Service 

773 *Pandit Nilakantha Das: (a) Is it a fact that Inspectors of Rail- 

wav Mail Service are classed as second class officers like Inspectors of 
Poet Offices^ 

(6) Is it a fact that both Inspectors of Railway Mail Service and 
Inspectors of Post Offices were formerly supplied with second class railway 
passes ? 

(c) Is it a fact that neither Inspectors of Post Offices nor Inspectors, 
Railway Mail Service are now-a-days supplied with railway passes, but 
that whereas the former are allowed to purchase second class railway 
tickets the latter are required to travel m mail vans only with Railway 
Mail Service sorters? 

(d) Is it a fact that Inspectors, Railway Mail Service, are generally 
required to perform longer railway journeys than sorters? 

(e) Is it a fact that Inspectors, Railway Mail Service, are required to 
conve\ special bags for H E the Viceroy and Commander-in-Chief and 8U*e 
sometimes required to travel by railway for over twenty-four hours? 

(f) Is it a fact that most of the mail vans on the metre gauge lines 
are not provided with latrines? 

(^) Is it a fact that Inspectors, Railway Mail Service, are sometimes 
required to travel m mail vans on metre gauge lines for nearly 24 hours? 

(h) Was it not a part of the duties of Inspectors, Railway Mail Service 
to pay surprise visits to mail vans to supervise the work of sorters? 

(i) Is it not a fact that smee the withdrawal of the railway passes 
Inspectors, Railway Mail Service are no longer able to pay surprise visits 
to mail vans? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) Yes 

{b) Yes. 

(c) The duties of the Inspectors of Post Offices and those of the 
Inspectcsrs, Railway Mail Service, differ The latter are still supplied w tb 
railway passes for travel in mail vans the work in which it is their duty 
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to inspect The Inspectors of Post Offices are not supplied with railway 
passes and are allowed to purchase tickets as their duties are not on thjp 
railwefy. 

(d) No, not generally. 

(^) Yes, occasionally 

(/) Yes, but endeavours are already being made to supply these con- 
veniences where they do not now exist 

(ff) No, not continuously for 24 hours 

(h) Yes, it 18 still a part of their regular duty to pay surpnse visits to 
mail vans 

(i) As mentioned in reply to part (c) of this question the railway passes 
have not been withdrawn from the Inspector^, Railvva\ Mail Service 
Inspectors of lUilwav M<iil Stivice can and do p'i> surprise visits to the 
mail vans to inspect the work 

Passe‘S for Inspectors, Railway Mail Service 

774 *Pandit Nilakanlha Das: (a) Is it a fact that Superintendents, 
Railway Mail Service travel in first class compartments when carrjung out 
their hnU-vearl\ inspection, but when they depute their Headquartei 
Inspectors lor the same work the latter have to travel in mail vans? 

(b) Do Government propose to re-mtroduce the old system of supply- 
ing railway passes to Inspectors, Railway Mail Service or in the alter- 
native to authorise them to purchase second class railw^a^ tickets when 
travelling by railway? If not, wh’^ not? 

Mr. H. A. Sams, (a) It is not clear to w^hat inspections the Honour- 
able Member refers W hile performing the inspections of running sections, 
the Superintendents, Railway Mail Service, and the Inspectors, Railway 
Mull Service, alike mu'^t necessarily travel m mail vans In. case of the 
inspect ions of stationaiv olhees the Superintendent is not necessarily 
required to tra\el b\ Mail \an and has discretion to permit the Head- 
quarters Inspector to purchase a ticket wdien he travels direct to Mail 
offices for the purpose of inspection without examining intermediate 
sections 

(b) It has been airangcd that Inspectors of the Railway Mail Service 
should be supplied with passes for travel m mail vans Inspectors of the 
Rfiilwuv Mail Service are also permitted to purchase tickets in special 
circumstances under the orders of the Heads of Circles or of Superintend- 
ents of the Railway Mail Service These measures adequately meet the 
situation at the present time and the Government are not prepared to 
extend the latitude now allowed to Heads of Circles or Superintendents 
for the purchase of tickets for all Railway journeys irrespective of their 
object 


Statements promised in Reply to certain QincsTiONS. 

775. *P»ndit Nilakantha Das: (o) Will the Honourable Member in 
charge of Railways and Commerce be pleased to lay on the table of the 
House the statement he p|omised m reply to my questions Noe 367 to 
860 and 816, 818, 819, 821 and also 820 of the last (1929) Simla Session of 
this Assembly? 
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(b) Will the Honourable Member also lay on the table the re{)Orfe pro- 
mised by the then Financial Commissioner for Hallways, Mr. P !Pay, 
in reply to my question No 361 of the last (1929) Simla Session of this 
Assembly ? 

(c) In this connection will the Honourable Member state what is actually 
going to be done with regard to the Inquiry Committee and my memp- 
randum on the subject submitted and accepted m principle by the Hail- 
w^ay Advisory Committee in its sitting in Simla (1929, Autumn)? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I lav on the table the replies to the 
Honourable Member a previous questions Copies of these are being 
sent to liim will, I think, find that the\ deal with piactic.ill^ all tho 

points raised bv him in the memorandum referred to in pait (c) of his 
question But I should explain that we have onlv rccentlv obtained com- 
plete information to answ'er his questions and I will have the memorandum 
again examined to see if there arc any outstanding points 


Question Xo S57 

('i) Is it a fact that the Unnorsal Slecpeis aio contemplated in the patents Nos 
|1281, 11282 and 11283 of 1926, granted to Messrs R D T Alexander, Ileniy William 
Joyce and David Leslie’ 

(h) Is It a fact that the three patentees referred to m part (a) above are and were 
Oinl Engineers in the employ of the Bengal Nagpur Railway — Mr R D T Alexander — 
the Chief Engineer and other two assistants of ’he Bengal Nagpur Railway’ 

(c) Is It a fact that those Civil Engineers tho patentees — have arranged with Henry 
Williams, Ltd , and Burn and Co for the manufacture and the supply of those 
Universal sleepers > 

{(i) Has the firm Henry Williams, Ltd , any connection with the patentee, Henry 
WiJliara Joyce ’ 

(e) Is it a fact ^hat the Universal t\pe of steel sleepers are exclusively manufactured 
and supplied by Messrs Henry Williams Ltd ’ 


An/fuer 


(a) and {b) Yes 

(f) The sleepers are manufactured by Burn and Company, not by Henry Williams 
Ltd 

{d) No 

(e) No No steel sleeper of Universal type is known to the Railway Board The 
Universal sleeper is made of cast iron and is not manufactured by Messrs Henry 
Williams and Sons 

It 18 a fact, however that certain types of steel sleepers are or have been exclusively 
ma&Qfaotored and sapphed by Messrs Henry Williams (India) Ltd 


QuesUoH No SS8 

{<*) Is li a fact that the Bengal Nagpur Railway, as per a private contract, suppbee 
io oaUi^ oondetmied ate^ sleepers to Henry Williams Ltd who in turn alter inaking 
some itigM alterations supply back these verv sleepers to the Betsgnl Nag^r I^ilway 
as Uoivenal steel sleepers? If so, what is the price per ton paid to Henry Wilhaatt# 
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lAd., for ihet* addiiiODf and alterations in the so-called condemned sleepers* What 
Is the j^ce per ton of the so-called condemned sleep^s as well as the price per ton 
0f ill# Universal sleepers made therefrom* What is the quantity of these steel sleepers 
supplied year after year by Henry Williams Ltd * How many years had the so-called 
oondemned sleepers been used before they were supplied to Henry Williams Ltd to be 
made into Universal Steel sleepers? 

(b) Was the price for destination or for manufacturing firm* What is the 
price f.o.r. destination in each case compared with the price of lUilway Board sleepers* 

Ansuer 

(a) MesBis Henry Williams, India Ltd have supplied in the past to the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway two kind«i of steel sleepers in which the metal from condemned steel 
sleepers is utilised The first kind consists of a steel trough with two steel saddle 
plates under the rail seat The troughs are made of new steel but the saddle plates are 
made from condemned bleepers Each condemned sleeper provides metal for five to 
six saddle plates 

The price of such sleepers paid to the fiim has been Rs 10 per sleeper, exclusive 
of the cost of the metal for saddle plates, worth four annas per sleeper, making the 
total cost of the sleeper Rs 10 4 0 

(2) Another form of steel sleeper has been made up by Messrs Henry Williams & 
Sons, foi the Bengal Nagpur Railway, from material recovered from condemned steel 
sleepers The condemned steel sleepers have generally failed under the railseat while 
the portion of trough between the rails is still in good condition The worn out portions 
of tlie sleepeis were cat off and from the sound material left, one reconstructed sleeper 
was obtained from ever> two condemned sleepers by n vetting the two pieces together 
The price paid to the firm for cutting up and reshaping, nvetting, fixing saddles and 
providing fastenings, was Rs 8 per sleeper The value of the steel from the condemned 
sleepers supplied to the contractors varies from 10 annas to Rs 18 0 per new sleeper 

(3) The quantity of saddle type sleepers supplied year by year is as follows 

1920 27 . 66,000 sleepers noanufaotured from materials obtained 

from condemned sleepers 

1927 28 84,000 sleepers manufactured from materials obtained 

from condemned sleepers 

1928-29 . 8,05,000 sleepers improved patent pea pod type with 

saddles made from metal obtained from 
o indemned sleepers 

1929 30 3,00,000 sleepers improved patent pea pod type new 

steel used throughout 


(4) The condemned sleepers have been in use for 40 to 42 years before being sent 
to Ml^essrs Henry Williams, India, Ltd for conversion 

(b) The price paid was for contractor’s works The price of the Railway Board’s 
steel sleepers recently has been about Rs 10 f o r Indian Port The saddle type sleeper 
18 claimed to be stroniger than the other types and actual tests in the Government Test 
House, Ahpur, prove this to be a fact 


Question No 569 

(а) Is it a fact that Universal cast iron sleepers axe supplied exclusively by the 
combine of Messrs Bum and Co and Bengal Iron Ltd * What is the quantity purchased 

after year from them and for what price* What is the price as compared with 
Railway Board sleepers? Arc tenders calltd for for the Universal type cast iron 
•lespers* 

(б) Is the price for destination or for manafacturiug firm* What u the pnoe 
Oaloulated *a i o r. deetination w each case compared with the price of the Railway 
Board aleeperi ther#! 



QUESTION 8 AND ANSWERS 




» A nswer. 

(a) Universal type cast iron sleepers are supplied exclusively by Messrs Burn & Co , 
Ltd The quantities purchased year by year and prices paid are ae follows 





a 

P- 

1925 26 

, 300 

@ 14 

4 

0 each 


600 

@ 19 

0 

0 „ 

1926-27 . 

11,000 

@ 10 

9 

0 „ 

1927-28 

10,200 

@ 9 

16 

0 „ 


4,400 

@ 10 

9 

0 „ 


17,300 

@ 11 

4 

0 

1928 29 

. 1,100 

@ 9 

2 

0 „ 

1928 29 

93,800 

@ 9 

0 

0 „ 


8,800 

@ 10 

0 

0 ,, 


164,900 

@10 

2 

0 „ 

1929 30 

97,000 

@ 10 

2 

0 „ 


The prices paid loi rast -ron sleepers purchased by State Railways have been as 
follows - 

1924 25 
1926 27 


1927 28 

1928 29 


Lines* sleepers Rs 16 3 per sleeper at site 
S AT type sle* pars Rs 1 1 25 per sleeper, at site 
N W R type sleepi^rs Rs 13 6 per sleeper, at 
site Lines‘ sleepers Rs 146 to Rs 162 per 
Flee per at site 

L K and T S C type sleepers Rs 10 26 to 
Rs. 11 81 per sleeper at site 
S M type sleeper Rs 1 0 6 to Rs 1 2 00 per 
sleeper at site, L K , T S C’ , etc , Rs 8 94 to 
Rs 12 16 per sleeper at site 


The present prices are from Rs 8 8 0 to Rs 9 8 0 per sleeper at works 

The Bengal Nagpur Railway have not called for tenders for other types of cast 

iron sleepers to compare with Messrs Burn & Co ’g Universal type in the past, but 
they ha\e been instructed to do so in the future 

(6) The price is for manufacturing firm The price for destination in each 

case depends on the distance of the destination from the works The cost of carnage 

would be about the same as for the Railway Board’s sleepers, as the weights are 
practically the same It should be explained that the Universal type cast iron sleeper is 
designed for use with more than one si/e of rail whereaa ihe Railway Board types 
have not hitherto been made so that the same sleeper will take more than one size of 
Taal 


Question No S60 

(a) Is it a fact that the Controller of Stores is entrusted generally with all sale# 
of scrap and purchase of stores in the Bengal Nagpur Railway’ 

{b\ Is it also a fact that the supply of condemned steel sleepers to Henry Williams 
and the purchase of cast iron and steel Universal sleepers are entrusted not to the 
Controller of Stores hut exclusively to the Chief Engineer, Bengal Nagpur Railway, 
Mr B D T Alexander, one of the partners of the patentees of these sleepers’ 

Answer 

(а) Yes 

(б) No Orders for both cost iron and steel sleepers are in all cases placed ^ the 
Controller of Stores or by the Agent The oondemned steel siegers supplied to Henry 
Williams Ltd for use in makinig saddle type sleepers are not sold to them, but only the 
cost of conversion is allowed to them The whole of the metal in the condemned sleeper 
ie not used for making saddle plates Metal not fit for such use remains the property 
of the Bengal Nagpnr Railway and is sold as scrap by the Controller of Stores 
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Questwn No 861 

(a) Wh»t business of the Bengal Nagpur Railway is entrusted to Hoare Miller and 
Co » 

{b) Are tenders called for for the supplies entrusted to Hoare Miller and Co if any’ 
Has Hoare Miller and Co any connection with R Miller E'lqr , Chan man of the Horae 
Board of the Bengal Nagpur Railway 

(c) What IS the extent of the business entrusted to Hoare Miller and Co hy the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway 


AnsxL^r 

[a] & (c) The Calcutta Stevm Navigation Co of which Messrs Hoaie Miller & Co 
are the Agents have two agreements with the Bengal Nagpur Railway 

(i) for taking deliverv of laiiding, ti msporting and handling Rulwav rmteiial 

and store', cori',igried to the Bengal Nagpur Railway at the port of Calcutta 
Messrs Hoare Miller and Co act as Agents of the Railway in Calcutta 
for the forwarding of all such material and stoies to the Railw^ay This 
ariarvgemeiit hna been in force since 1886 

(ii) for acting as Agents of the Bengal Nagpur Railway in Calcutta for the 

receipt and despatch of goods and passenger traffic to and from Armenian 
Ghat from and to stations on the Railway This arrangement has been 
continuous since 1901 

(ft) As no supplies are entrusted to Messis Hoare Miller & Co the question does 
not arise Mr Robeit Millei, Chairman of the Board of Directors of the B N Rv 
Co 18 not and nevei has lieen an officer of Messrs Hoare Miller and Co operating in 
India He is a Directoi of Messis Hosi e Miller and Co, London 


Qu^"^tlon No 610 

Witii rofeience to the statement promised by the Hon'ble Sir George Ramlv iii reply 
to my stmred questions Nos 357 to Z60 this session, will Goveimnent please state 

(n) Wliat is the quantity of the so called condemned steel sleepers supplmd to 
Henry William'^ (India) Ltd , up to date In the Bengal Nagpur Railway’ 

(b) What IS the quantity of the universal steel sleepers (i f > steel sleepers referred 

to in the patents ({uoted in question No 357) received bj the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway trom Henry Williams (India) Ltd , in return up to date 
aftoi making the alterations referred to in my starred question No 358’ 

(c) What IS the quantity of those patented steel sleepers purchased from Henry 

Williams (India) Ltd by the Bengal Nagpur Railway up to date besides 
the quantity refoned to in part (ft)’ What is the price of these sleepers’ 

(rf) Were the above jiatented sleepers used by the Bengal Nagpur Railway before 
Henry Williams (India) Ltd came into existence’ If so, from where were 
they got and which were the firms who supplied them and how were they 
purchased, by public tender or by private arrangement’ 

(r) Are any other Railways using these sleepers’ If so, which are they, and 
what quantity (and at how much coat) have they used up to date’ Were 
they purchased by means of public tender or not ’ 

Ansuer 

(o) The number of condemned steel sleepers supplied to Messrs Henry Williams 
(India), Ltd , is approximntelv 6 18 lakhs 

(ft) The patent numbers quoted in question No 357 do not refer to steel sleepers 
manufactured by Messrs Henry Williams, Ltd The remainder of the question, there- 
fore does not arise 

(c) Please see the reply given to question 358 {«) above 

(d) The answer to the first part of the question is m the negative and the second 
pert does not arise 

,(«) Full information is not available bat steel sleepers of the saddle t 3 rpe were 
sapohed to the ^st Indian Railway for trial. They were not purchased by pabho 
deader as no other firms make such sleepers 
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Question No 8 IS 


With reference to the statement promised by the Honourable Sir George Hainy to 
my starred questions Nos 557 — 360 this session, will Go\ernment please give the follow- 
ing information ’ 

(a) Do the extracts quoted by me in my supplementary question from the Report 

of the Accountant General, Railways (page 31, para 65) refer to Henry 
Williams, Ltd ' 

(b) Is it a fact that the land lefeired to in pait («) was enclosed with a boundary 

wall and provided with a Railway* siding just after the formation of Henry 
Williams (India) Ltd and was rented out to them on a nominal rent’ 

(c) What w’as the cost of the boundary wall and the Railway siding and with 

the cost and inteiest therein added to the loss on rent already cmculated by 
the A G Railways [referred to in part (a)] what is the total loss to the 
Bengal Nagpur Riailway’ 

(d) Were any siding chirges realised from Hen^y Williams (India) Ltd ’ Is the- 

lease on Itind a long lease’ If so, for how many years, and with whose 
sanction it was entered into’ 

Answer 


(o) Yes 

(b) No The facts are as follows 

The old biickfield land at Shalimar with an area of 27 acres was served by a 
siding consti acted and extended as reqmied between 1906 and 1925 Prior 
to 1925, part of this area was reclaimed and leased out on temporary leases 
to various firms In 1925 Heniy Williams (India) Limited obtained a 
lease of 6i acios on th^^ same teims as those on which leases had been given 
to other firms, the part of the siding within the aiea leased to Henry 
Williams (India) L^d was re arranged and extended, and the use of the 
«iding was ther gnen ti the firm on Assisted Sidings terms identical with 
those granted to all industrial undertakings served by the railway 

Orders were passed in 1919 to enclose the whole of the old brickfield land with 
the boundary wall mentioned by the Honourable Membei , because the area 
was subject to encioachment and constant supervision had been found to be 
lequired to avoid occupancy rights arising An estimate was piepared m 
1921 but the work was postponed until 1925 when the most uigent part 
of the w'all, namely, the portion along the noith and east boundaries was 
sanctioned The total length of the boundary wall then sanctioned and 
built was 2,500 ft of which only 800 ft coincides with the north and east 
boundaries of Homy Williams (Xiidia) Limited’s lease The west and south 
boundaries of the area leased to Henry Williams (India) Limited have still 
no wall, hut arc enclosed by a fence elected by the firm at its own expense 
The building of a boundary wall was not undcrtakin with legard to the 
interests of enj of the various lessees of the land, \>ut was part of a con 
sideivd progiamnie dituig from 1019 for making lailway land at Shalimar 
free fiom encroachment The lent chaiged to Henry Williams (India) 
Limited was an economic rent and not a nominal rent, being a lump sum 
of Ks 110 per month plus taxes This is equivalent to 8 annas per 
thousand sq feet The rent assessed by the Howrah Mfimcipality for 
neighbouring land adjoining these bournlaries varies from 4 annas per 

thousand sq feet for vacant land to 12 annas per 1,000 sq feet for 
superior residential sites, and the land leased to Henry Wdliams (India) 
Limited was and still is partly covered by tanks and none of it i* fit for 
residential oi building sites The part covered by tioiks was asses^ at 
2 ahnas per thousand sq feet and the filled part at 12 annas per thousand 


(c) cost of the part of the boundafy wall adjoining the land leased by Messrs 
Henry ^lama (India) Limited Rs 6,800 The cost%f the Assisted 8uiinTll?d 


\C'' IL voBfc OI xne Assistea Hidings laid 

A¥ to Messra Henry Williams (India) Limited was approxmiately 

le Railway portion under Aemsted Siding terms was^ 16,000 


Ra. 19,000 of which the ] 

' mm TCW (MB WAS xo^vmu 

As explained earlier a fair economic rent waa charged so the remainder of thia 
question does not arise * 
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(i) Yei Biding charges are realised in accordance iMth the rates publicly notified in 
Bengal Nagpur Railway "Goods Pamphlet Part I" The lease of the land conforms 
to tne rules of the railway for the temporary occupation of land by merchants as a 
Q?raffio facility and is terminable on 10 days’ notice The Agent of the Railway within 
whose powers it lies concluded the lease 


Question No 819 

Is it a fact (i) that the firm of Messrs Henry Williams (India) Limited is a private 
limited liability company of which the total paid up capital (preference and ordinary 
ahares together) is only tlB 3,16,500, (ii) that the firm has issued other ordinary shares 
valued at ^ 6,38,0(30 as fully paid up for considerations otherwise than m cash, 
^i) that Messrs L Greenham, Agent (now retired), Bengal Nagpur Railway, Henry 
William Joyce, Charles Williams Anderson, F N Slane, R M Hughes — all engineers 
of the Bengal Nagpur Railw^ together with other members of their family (namely 
Miss Enid Joyce, Mr Eric Joyce — Minors and Jane Elizabeth Anderson) have been 
•onnected with the firm , and (iv) that big contracts worth crores of rupees have been 
and are being placed with them by the Bengal Nagpur Railway from the date of the 
formation of the firm, by private agreement without calling for tenders’ 

Answer 

(i), (ii) & (ill) The company was incorporated as a piivate limited liability company 
on the 16th March, 1922, with an authorised capital of Rs 20,00,000 divided into 10, (XX) 
preference and 10,0(X3 ordinary shares of Rs 1(X) each The signatories to the Memo 
PMidum of Association were Mr Owen, R Williams, of 21 Old Court House Street, 
Calcutta, Engineer, and Mr OCR Taylor, Solicitor and a partner of the firm of 
Keeteven, Gooding A Co Solicitors of 26 Dalhousie Square, Caicutts 

The figures mentioned in the question with regard to the paid up capital and the 
number of shares issued as fully paid up otherwise than in cash are correct 

Prior to the registration of the company Messrs Henry Williams Ltd of Railway 
Appliances works Darlington, operated direct in India as Signal engineers and 
Merchants, and Henry Williams (India) Limited, was formed tc purchase their good- 
will consisting of certain Indian Letters Patents, provisional Patents and Registered 
Designs as well as stocks of signalling equipment permanent way fittings chain lamps, 
etc , m Bombay and Calcutta The purchase price of Rs 5, 38, OCX) was by an agreement 
met by the allotment to the Vendoi Company of 5,380 shares of Rs 100 each credited 
aa fully paid up 

The persons named in the Question are some of the shareholders of the company, 
with the exceptions of F N Slane and Jane Elizabeth Anderson whose names do not 
appear in the company’s list of shareholders 

(iv) Messrs Homy Williams Limited supply all classes of permanent way and other 
railway materials includini? points and ciossings signal material and steel sleepers 
Public tenders are invariably called for except in the case of propuetory articles 

The total value of orders placed by the Bengal Nagpur Railway Company with 
Henry Williams (India) Limited m the past is approximately Rs 175 lakhs It has 
not been poseible to divide this amount into contracts for which public tenders were oi 
were not called but it is estimated that the proportion is about 30 to 146 


Question No 880 

(o) What are the quantities end the value of the railway orders placed by the 
Ben^l Nag^r Railway and other railways, if any, up to date for various articles with, 
(1) Hanry Williams (India) Ltd , and (2) Henry Williams (Darlington) Limited, with 
detailf ae to how much in value was on tenders and how much was by private arrange- 
ment^ 

(6) What, if any, is the connection between Henry Williams (India) Limited and 
Henry Williama (HarJington) Limited’ 

(c) Whai, H any, it the connection between officers of the Bengal Nagptir Railway 
and Henry Winiame (Darhngton) Limited at well aa Henry Williams (India) Limited’ 

(d) What hat been the lott, if any, to the Bengal Nagpur Railway on tcrount of 
^t private orders referred to in part (a)? 
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Aiuvoer 

(а) Pl6A«» see the reply to question No 819 (iv) above, for the value of P»ailway 
orders placed by the Bengal Nagpur Railway Information relating to other railways la 
not available 

(б) The Manarging Director of both the firms is the same person and the firm in 
England are the principals of the Indian firm 

(c) The Agent, Bengal Nagpur Railway, reports that so far as he is aware no officer 
now serving on the B N Railway has any connection of any kind with the two firms 
mentioned 

{d\ A comparison between the rates paid for cast iron and steel trough slee^rs by 
the Bengal Nagpur Railway to Messrs Henry Williams (India) Limited, and to Messrs 
Burn & Co with the rates paid for cast iron and steel sleepers purchased by State 
Railways, shows that the difference in rates is very little, and as it is recognised that 
in some respects the sleepers obtained by the Bengal Nagpur Railway possess advantages 
not possessed by the other sleepers, it does not appear that any loss has been incurred 
by the Bengal Nagpur Railway As an instance of the advantages possessed by the 
type of sleepers purchased by the B N Railway, the Universal type cast iron sleeper 
can be used with the existing rail weighing 85 lbs and when this rail has to be replaced 
in the near future the same sieger will fit the 90 lb rail which will be used to replace 
the 85 lb rail The Railway Board does not approve of the system of placing orders 
fonproprietorjt aticleslDvithout (Sailing for tendens as has been the practice on the B N 
Railway in the pa«t and orders have now been issued that they should not do so in the 
future 


Question Xo 821 

{a) Who will be responsible for the losses in rent boundary wall, railway siding and 
purchases referred to in my previous questions’ 

(//) Will the loss be recoverable’ If so, how and to what extent’ 

Answer 

(a) and {h) As no losses are involved, the question does not arise 


Demand by a Government iServant for an Inquiry on his Dismissal, 
Discharge or Removal 

776. ♦Mr. Muhammad Ismail Khan: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state whether there are any departmental rules \thich entitle a Govern 
ment servant to demand an inquiry when he is dismissed, discharged or 
removed ? 

(h) If the reply to part (a) is in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state whether this rule applies to all the provinces including the 
North-West Frontier Province? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) and (b) There are definite rules 
regulating the conduct of departmental inquiries So far as Governor’s 
Provinces are concerned, the matter is governed by rule XIV of the Civil 
Services (Governors’ Provinces) Classification Rules As regards officers 
serving du*ectly under the Government of India, including those in the 
North-West Frontier Province, the position is that there are executive 
instructions the provisions of which are similar to those contained in rule 
XIV of the Classification Rules referred to These instructions have 
statutory force 
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Officials employed in the Indian Post Offices 

777, *Mr. Abdnl Latil S&hib Faiookhi: Will Government be pleased to 

state 

(a) The number of ofi&cials employed m April, 1919, and now in the 
Indian Post Offices in each of the follo\\mg grades 

(1) Runners, 

(2) Lower grade staff, i e , officials below the rank of postmen 

except runners, 

(3) Postmen, 

(4) Officials above the rank of postmen and belovv clerks, 

(5) Clerks, 

(6) Selection grade officials, and 

(7) Gazetted Officers 

(fc) The number of Officials employed m April 1919, and now m the. 

above said seven grades m the Madras Presidency only, and 
(c) The number of Officials employed in Apnl 1919. and now m the 
above said seven grades in the Madras City onl^ ? 

Mr. H. A. Sams, {a) and {b) A statement, containing the informa- 
tion required, so far as it is available, is being supplied to the Honourable 
tMernber 

(r) Inqumes are being made and the information will be fulmished 
to the Honourable Member m due course 


Revision of Pay for Postal Employees 

778. *Mr. Abdul Latif Sahib Farookhi: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state wbethei any ic vision of pay was sanctioned for the Postal employees 
just preceding the general levision sanctioned on the recommendation of 
the Postal Inquiry Committee? 

(b) If so, what was the amount allotted for it? 

(c) Is it a fact that the postmen and the lower grade staff were not 
f.'ivcn the benefit of that revision? 

(d) If the answer to part (c) is in the affirmative, what were the reasons 
for not revismg the pay of the postmen and the lower-grade staff ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) Yes 

(b) About Rb 17 lakhs per annum. 

(o) Yes 

(d) The reasons for the revision in question were that Owmg to the 
inadequacy of the initial rates of pay Rtid the slowness of promoticm it 
was found difficult to recruit men of suitable education for the clerioat 
cadre No such difficulties were ex^^enced in the recruitment of post- 
men and lower grade staff and a reSriftion of their rates of pay was not 
therefore then considered necessai^y 
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JPOSTAI^InQUIKY COMMITTBB and its Kb<X>BCMXI}DATIONS. 

770. Abdul L&til Sahib Tarookhi ; (a) Will Government be pleased 
.0 state when the Postal Inquiry Committee was formed and what was the 
nterval between its function and the date of giving effect to its reoom* 
nendations ? 

(b) What were the establishment charges incurred in 1919, t e , prior 
)o the appointment of the Postal Inquiry Committee and the amount spent 
m each of the following seven grades? 

(1) Kunners, 

(2) Lower grade staff, i e , officials below the rank of postmen 

except runners, 

(8) Postmen, 

(4) OflBcials above the rank of postmen and below clerks; 

(5) CJerks, 

(6) Selection grade officials, and 

(7) Ga7etted Officers 

(c) What were the establishment charges incurred m 1920 in respect 
3f each of tlie above said seven ranks as a result of the Committee’s re- 
jom mend at ions ? 

(d) Will Goverrmient be pleased to st.ite whether, apart from the revision 
5>anctioned in the }oar 1918, and the revision made as a result of the re- 
commendation of the Inquiry Committee, any other revision of pay was 
^anctloned b}/ Government to an\ of the officials in any of the above seven 
ranks between 1919 and 1929, and if so, the amount incurred and the 
amount spent on each rank? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra. (a) The Postal Committee 
iss(. rubied in Simla ir April, 1920, but retrospectne effect was given from 
th<' 1st December, 1919, lo the recommendations of that ('ornmittee 

(b) and (c) If the Honouial)le Member will refer to pages 25, 34 to 
18, <ind 72 of the C’ommittee’s Report, la will find the information which 
he requires The conditions of service and pav of the gazetted staff were 
not included in the terms of reference of the Committee 

(d) During the years 1926-27, 1927 28, and 1928 29, improved scales 
of pay for non-gazetted subordinates generally of the Posts and Telegraphs 
Department were introduced It would not be possible without making 
investigations involving an undue amount of labour to give details of cost 
in respect of each class of officials 

Grant of Increments of Pay for Past Service to Postmen 

780. *Mr. Abdul Latif Sahib Farookhi : (a) Will Government be pleased 

to state whether postmen and the clerks are included in the supenor ser- 
vice of the Department? 

(b) Is it a fact that, m granting increments to clerks, the full period of 
their temporary service or officiating service was subsequently taken into 
account and pay revised? 

(c) Was the above concession allowed to the postmen, and if so, when 
and from what starting point? 
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(d) If the on permanent service on the date of revision of 

1019 have not been given that benefit, what steps do Government propose 
to take in the matter to redress the grievances of the postmen ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) Yes 

(b) Yes, subject to certain conditions and restrictions 

(c) No The concession granted to postmen was of a different nature 
They were allowed to count for increments not only their permanent ser- 
vice as postmen, but also one-tlurd of .dl other service in the Depaitinent, 
v\hether permanent or temporarv 

(d) Government do not propose to t.dvo an\ further action after the 
lapse of ten years nor, in view of (he substantial concession granted to 
postmen as explaini'd in iiu repl> to part (r) above, do thev consider that 
the postmen have any grievance 

Appointment of Postmen as Lower Division Clerks 

781 ♦Mr. Abdul Latif Sahib Farookhi: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state whether thev have given effect to the scheme of appointing post- 
men as lower division clerks? If so, in which year? 

(h) How man\ postmen have hitherto been appointed to that cadre in 
each Circle till now? 

(c) Is it a fact that some of the Superintendents in the Madras Presi- 
denov have reported to the Postmaster (ieneral that there are no compe- 
tent postmen in their division to be promoted to that cadre? 

(d) If so, from which of the Divisional Superintendents were such re- 
ports received? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) Yes Towards the end of 1929 

(6) to (d) The mfomiation is being collected and will be furnished to 
the Honourable Member in due course 

Promotion of Postal Runners 

782. *Mr. Abdul Latil Sahib Farookhi: Will Government be pleased to 
state 

(1) Whether vacancies in the rank of lower grade staff and postmen 

are filled up by direct recruitment or by promotion of runners 
and lower grade staff respectively, and jf by promotion whether 
the vacancies are filled up by the semormost officials in the 
respective ranks? 

(2) Whether appointments of sorting postmen, overseer postmen, 

cash overseers, head postmen and Departmental Branch Post- 
masters, etc , are reserved for postmen only? 

(8) Whether the above appointments are made according to seniority 
m service? 

(4) Whether Government are aware of the fact that runners who 
enter the Postal Department on Rs 13 per mensem generally 
retire on Rs 20 or Rs 25 and do not reach even the postmen 
cadre ? 
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(6) Whether Government are prepared t© consider the question of to 
refixmg the pay of the four grades, i e , runners, lower grade 
staff, postmen and sorting postmen as to enable a runner who 
enters the Department on Rs 13 per mensem to retire on a 
decent ipension after his service of 30 years ? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (1) It is presumed that b\ “lower grade staff “ the 
Honourable Member refers to the inferior staff in post offices, viz , packers, 
mail peons, etc These officials are oidinarilv recruited direct, but where 
suitable runners are available the\ can be emplo\ed in these capacities 

As regards postmen, vacancies in this grade are filled by promotion of 
infenoi servants of the Department possessing the nece‘^sary qualifications, 
and, when qualified men aie not available, by direct recruitment The 
promotion is made b\ selection fiom qualified candidates, seniority being 
taken into account onlv when other qualifications are practically equal 

(2) Yes 

(3) The appointments are made b\ selection, seniority being regarded 
odK w'here other qualifications are practically equal 

(4) Go\ernment are not aware of the fact that runners genorallv retire 
on Rs 20 01 Rs 25 It is a fact that runners are seldom promoted to the 
grade of postman, because the ma]orit\ of runners are entirelv illiterate 
and therefore unfit to woik as postmen 

(5) Properh qualified lunners are not dc'barred from promotion to the 
]) 0 stman cadre or bevond, and Goveinmen' see no reasr)n to refix the scales 
of pav of the four classes of officials referred to b\ lhc‘ Honourable Mem- 
ber, wffiich were revised as recentlv as Mh\ 1928 

Mr Abdul Latif Sahib Farookhi * Have an\ runners been given the post 
of postmen ’ 

Mr. H. A. Sams I cannot sa\ , Sir, without investigation 

House Rent Allowance for Postmen, Lower Grade Staff and 

Runners 

783 •Mr. Abdul Latif Sahib Farookhi: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state what principle is followed m determining the house rent allowance 
rmyable to postmen, lower grade staff and runners? 

(6) In which post offices in the Madras Presidenc}, le the house rent 
allowance paid and at what rates ^ 

(c) Is it a fact that postmen and lower grade staff employed m some of 
the Post Offices situated even in the District Headquarters are not paid 
any house rent allowance? 

(d) Is it a fact that the postmen and lower grade staff employed at 
Erode with a staff of six postmen get house rent allowance while those 
employed at Salem Head Office with a staff of 21 postmen do not get any 
allowance, though both the offices are under the control of one Divisional 
Superintendent? If so, why? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mltra: (a) Where owing to scarcity 
of houses or other reasons suitable accommodation cannot be obtained by 
a Government servant for a rent equivalent to 10 per cent of his pay, 

« 9 
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a house rent allowance is generally granted as a contribution towards the 
extra expense involved This principle is generally followed m determining 
the house rent allowances payable to postmen and lower grade staff and 


runners 

Rs 

(6) Madras and its town sub offices . . , * 3 

Madura and ditto • . 2 

Hyderabad and its town sub offices 2 

Bangalore and lU town sub offices . .2 

Coimbatore' and its town sub offices . 1 

Ootacamund, Coonoor and Nilgins . . 2 

Tnchmopoiy and its town sub offices . . 1 

Vizagapatam aud its town sub offices . . .1 

Erode . . . . . 1 

Tiruptjr . . .1 

Erode R S . . . . 1 

Tirupur Ba/ar . . .1 

(c) Yea 


(d) Yes, fiorri in\ ref)l> to part (a) of his question, the Honourable 
Member will understand that neither the number of postmen in an office 
nor its administrative control has any bearing on the question of the 
grant of house rent allowances to the staff emploxed therein 

Casual Leave for Postmen 

784 •Mr Abdul Latif Sahib Farookhi* (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state whether postal employees are generalh granted 20 days’ casual 
leave‘s 

(b) Is it a fact that postmen do not get casual leave easily and that if 
at all thev get it, thev have to pay for their substitutes and appoint them 
upon their own icsponsibihty ? 

(( ) Even if leave be gi anted, is it a fact that the duties of absentee are 
thrust u})on another postman m addition to his own work? 

(d) If so, have Government considered the advisability of appointing 
leave reserve postmen to enable postmen to get leave easily and avoid 
iacou\eniences to the public? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra . («) Yes 

{h) Government have no information m regard to the former part 
With regard to the latter pait, ordinarily Government pavs for the sub- 
stitute hut in lert.un ( ireumstances the postman proceeding on casual 
leave is huble to hi called iqion to pay for the substitute When a sub- 
stitute IS employed, the postman ordmanlj has to produce him and the 
postman as well as the head of the office are held personally responsible 
foi the good behaviour of the substitute 

(0 When a substitute is not employed, the w'oik of the absentee has, 
natuiulh, to be distiibuted among other postmen 

(d) Th(' general question of forming a regular leave reserve for postmen 
IS at present being examined by Government 
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Sb jurity furnished by Postal Officiate 

785 *Mr. Abdul Latif Sahib Farookhl: (a) Will Government b. 
pleased to state whether postal employees are expected to furnish securit 
to the Department? i 

(6) If so, what is the amount of security fixed foi the various ranks o 
officials ^ 

(r) What IS the principle followed in deteiniinino the amount of sociiiity 
for each rank of officials 

(d) Is it a fact that in Madras City secunt\ to the extent of Rs 1,00C 
and Rs 2,000 is demanded of some postmen'’ 

(c) What is the leason tia demanding: from postmen i security higher 
than that dem.inded of cloiks and other officials*^ 

(/) Are Go\ eminent .iwaie tliat postmen have been required to furnish 
seciuities of Rs 2.’50, 1,000 <md 2 000'* If '^o, are the pecuniary responsi 
bilities of tile postmen aKo fixed in pio])ortion to the security leqiiired of 
them It so, what is th(' value of mticles mtiusted to them? 

((]) Tf am distiihtion exi'-(s in the pecuniaiv responsibihtv of each class 
and in the amount of value entrusted to each, is theie a similar distinction 
in the pav of each (lass'* If not whv noC^ 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra. ((/) Yes 

(/)) PcMson.il seciiritv is fixed as follows 

(1) Sul) and Ri.imh postmasters clerks Record clerks, Accountants, 

Sorters, Mail guards, extra departmental agents and stamp 

vendors, Rs 3(KI 

(2) Overseers and others who are specialh required to eonvev or 

escort cash , Rs 500 

(3) rostmen, village postmen overset rs, mail [icons, letter box 

peons, packers , Rs 250 

Altemativelv Cash Securitv amounting to two-thirds of these sums mav 
be taken 

(c) Generallv 20 times of the pay of an official on entering the Depart- 
ment was formerly taken as securitv This limit has, however, not been 
Increased since the last revision of pay and the security taken works out 
in most cases now to less than 20 times of the present initial pay 

(d) Certain postmen in Madras Citv were lately required to give a 
higher security, but it has been recently decided that secunty for more than 
Rs 250 should not be demanded from them 

(^) The Honourable Member is referred to the reply to part (g) of his 
question 

(/) Yes Ordinarily the aggregate amount entrusted to a single post- 
mar at one time for the pavment of money orders plus the aggregate value 
of V P Parcels made over to him ^or delivery does not exceed Rs 600 
Where the amount to be paid and the value of the articles to be delivered 
exceeds this limit, a proportionate! v higher secunty has been taken in some 
places like Calcutta and Bombarv The value of articles entrusted to 
postmen vanes in different postal circles and is governed by local cir- 
cumstances 
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(g) No, because pay does not depend on pecuniary responsibility alone 
I would add that the whole question of reducing the responsibilities of 
postmen or of modifying the extent of the secunty taken from tKem is at 
present under the Director-General's consideration 

Pay of Stamp Vendors in certain Post Offices 

78b Abdul Latil Sahib Parookha* (a) Will Government be 

pleased to state whether it is a fact that in Mannadv, Broadway, Flower 
Bazaar, Park Town, Vepeiy, Mjlapore, High Court Buildmgs and Tripli- 
cane Post Offices in the M.idras City stamps aie sold for over Rs 200 
daily ? 

(b) Ts it a fact that the stamp vendors of the above offices are paid 
Rs 17— 22, th e scale fixed for the lowei grade staff‘d 

(c) Did the Go\«'inn>ont of India once decide that the pay of stamp 
vendors cmploved in offices wheie sales of stamp^' exceed Rs 200 snould 
be fixed at Rs 40 — 5 — 90*^ 

(d) If so, what are the nasons for hxing the pay of the stamp vendors 
eniplo>cd in the above named offices on Rs 17 — ^ — 22*^ 

(e) Are Government prepared to pay these stamp vendors at 
Rs 40 — 5 — 90 at least m future and those in other offices of the Circle, if 
the .iggregate sales therein ]ustif\ it^ 

Mr. H. A Sams: The information is being collected and will be supplied 
to the Honourable Member in due course 

Hill Station Allowance for Postal Officials of certain Stations 

787 *Mr. Abdul Latif Sahib Farookhi. [a) Will Government be 
pleased to state whether the postal clerks and other higher officials in the 
Post Offices like Coonoor Ootneamund, Wvnad, Yercaud, and Kodaikanal 
situated on the hills aie paid hdl station allowance'^ If so, at what rate 
and from which date^ 

(b) Is it a fact that pos<^men and the lower grade men employed in the 
above offices are not granted an> such allowance? 

(c) If the answer to part (b) be in the affirmative, are Government 
prepared to consider th} case of these men also and grant them suitable 
allowance '' 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mitra: [a) Yes The rates which 
wore last revised with effect from the Ist September, 1921, vary for the 
different localitus and for different classes of officials In the case of the 
postal clerks at Ootacuuuind the allow'ance is, general! v speaking, at the 
rate of Rs 12 pta meiiscni, while in the other places mentioned by the 
Honourable Member it is generallv Rs 10 per mensem The Postmaster 
and Deputy Postmaster Ootacamund, draw allowances of Rs 40 and 
Rs 20 per mensem, respectively 

(b) Yes 

(c) The attention of the Honourable' Member is drawn to parsigrc^ha 
35 and 11 of the proceedings of the meetings of the Standing Finance 
Committee held on the 16th and 30th Januarv, 1930, respectively 
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Selection Grade Post Offices in India. 

788 *Mr. Abdul Latif Sah\b Farookhi: (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state the number of selection grade post offices in India in 1919 
and the number of selection grade officers then in service? 

(b) What is the number of selection grade post offices in India now and 
the number of selection grade officers now m service? 

(c) What was the number of selection grade post offices m the Madras 
Presidency in 1919 and the number of selection grade officers then? 

(d) What 18 the number of selection grade post offices in the Madras 
Presidency now and the number of selection grade officers thereof? 

n (e) If increase in work be the criterion for raising an office to a selection 
gi.uh status, what ate the principal items of work which justify the 
change ^ 

(/) When were the undeiinent oned sub offices lai^td to selection giade 
status / 

1 Villupiiram 

2 Chidambaiam 

8 Mv avaram 

4 Teppakulam 

o Dindigul 

6 Kaiur 

7 El ode 

8 Tiruppur 

9 Coonoor, P S 

10 Pal ghat 

11 Ihlicorm 

12 Tinnevelly 

Id Conjeevara'm 

14 Washermnnpeta 

15 Tjnd]\.inam 

16 Cuddalore, 0 T 

Prioi to the conversion of the abo\c offices into selection grade offices, 
what were the number of postmen and the number of clerks employed m 
those offices'^ What is their present strength'-’ 

(g) Is it a fact that the strength of the clerical establishment only is 
increased in such newly made selection grade post offices while that of the 
postmen and lower grade men is not so increased? If so, why? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) and (c) There was no selection grade in 1919 

(6) Offices m India — 806, Officers in India — 1,688 

,(d) Separate figures for the Madras Presidency are not available, but 
the figures for the Madras Postal Circle are Office«^78, Officers — 274. 
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(e) The status of a sub-office is raised to the selection grade when the 
work of the ofIi( e as a whole justifies, by the application of the 
time test, the cniplo\ incut of five or more clerks All items of work cover- 
ed by the tune test aie taken into consideration, i,ud it is not possible to 
di8criuiinat( .la to their relative importance 

(f) Cluvtrnrnent do not possess the infoimation and do not considei 
that the expenditui6 of time and labour which would be involved in collect 
mg it ( ould be justified bv tlu import<inco of the result 

((f) No, tlu faet^ an not a^ stat<d hv (he Honoiiiabh Memlu i When 
the 'status of ,i >-, 111 ) other is raised to tlu sc b ( tiou euad(‘ an actual mcitase 
of clerical stafl docs not neeessaiilv take place si-leetion grarle ))()sts 

of sub postmasters arc' le^ardi'd as supc rv I'^orv afipointments and .irc* ovei 
and abovi' llu' Ofxralivt stn nglli of the ( h lu d slatf of uu oflu (> as justified 
by the time tost * 

Delivery of Fostvl Aritcies by Postmen on Sundays and c ther 

IfoiIDAYS 

789. *Mr Abdul Latif Sahib Farnokhi (a) Will Government bo 
pleased to stati' wlietliei tlu' desp.iteb and delivcU of paid U'ttcus ct>n 
btituti (Ik oiii\ InisiiK ss tian^<i(t(al in Post Others on Sundavs and postal 
hoiidav s ^ 

(h) How Is the attendance of postmen on Sundajs and holidavs regu- 
lated foi the deliver} of aitieley to the public ’ 

(( ) Ik it a tact that m cities lik(‘ Madias whcic theue is niou than 
one postman tor a single lieat on legulai week d<i\b, the full beat is en 
trusted to oni' postman on holidivs and the ittendnnce of postmen 
arranged by turns ’ 

(</) Is If a tact (liat in post offices like Tanjore Oonjec'varam Erode, 
Cuddnlore and a host of other dfices, where theie is onlv onr postman 
for a beat all the postmen are requiied to .ittond to the dehverv of articles, 
on liolidavs, in their lospective beats? 

((') lb it H fact (hat the attendniue >f the postmen on holidavs m the 
stations referred to in part (d) is not regulated by turns and that they work 
all the 365 davs of a >ear, getting noholidav^ 

(/) Do they propose to arrange for causing the work to be done by turns 
and thus give the postmen holidays in the real sense of the term? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) The business mentioned by the Honourable Mem- 
ber 18 the main, but not the only business done by Post Offices on Sundays 
and Post Office holidavs 

(b) The distribution of letters is generally restricted to a single delivery 
and, where the number of postmen emploved permits of this, attendance 
18 bv rotation As far as the possible attendance is fixed at an hour 
which affords the maximum poition of the day free to the postmen. 

(() to (f) Information is being collected and will be supplied to the 
Honourable Member m due course 

(/) Yes, if enquines show that this is not already done and such arrange- 
ments are practicable 
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Halting Allowance igr Village Postmen 

790. *Mr. Abdul Latif Sahib Farookhl.(a) Will Government be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that village postmen aic generally expected to 
halt in oiit-stations bc'foie leturmng to then hoadqiiarteis after completing 
the delivery of articles entrusted to them'’ 

(b) If so, are they paid an\ dail} batta for the dajs thev halt in out- 
station? If not, wh\ not ^ 

(O Whai IS the batfa paid to tlu undc'i nu nt’oned olhceis and ofhcials 
wdien the\ hnit in out station*^ dutmj. (he couise o( (In u in'^pcc tion ’/ — 

1 Dnectoi Gencial, 

2 1‘obtmaBtei Gener<d, 

d Deputv Postmastei Geneial 

4 Assistant Postmaster Geneial 

5 Supoi mtciulont 

6 tnspectoi, 

7 Village postmen 

(d) Will Government state how the village postmen keep secure 
the nuau'N ouh r amounts <md othei v.ihuble <utteles entiusted to tliem 
tilling tlu‘’i toui lound the village*’ 

(e) Are Government aware that the village postmen are often obliged 
to spend extra for their meals, etc , at the stations whereat they have to 
halt overnight? 

(/) Are the Government piepaied to consider the necessitv of giving 
these village postmen daily haita for the dajs they halt in out stations*’ 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mltra. (a) Yes, m manv cases 

(b) No The conditions of service of village postmen require that thry 
should remain absent from headquarters when necessarv for the discharge ^ 
of their duties 

(c) The rate of dailv allowance for the journeys on tour is 

1 Rs 10 

2 Rs 7-8-0 

8 Rs 6 

4 Rs 4 

5'R8 4 

6 Rs 3 

7 The village postmen have no inspection dutv to perform, but, if 

they are required to perform any journey for which travelling 
allowance as on journeys on tour is admissible, they are paid 
at the rate of 0-4-0 to 0-8*0 annas per diem according to 
pay 

(d) Village postmen are supplied with locked bags in which to keep 
the cash and valuables entrusted to them when proceeding on their beat#. 
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(e) Government have no information 

(/) No, for the reasons stated in reply to part (6) above and also m view 
of the fact that a substantial improvement in their pay was effected in 
1928 


Contracts made by the Army Service Corps 

791. *Lala Rang Behan Lai: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
if it IS a fact that, after contracts loi the supply of a certain commodity 
are made bv the Indian \im\ Service Corps, the copies of the specihcations 
of the articles eoneeriied aie given to eveiy unit and that they are also put 
up in the liation Stand ^ 

(6) If so, will Govunment be pleased to state if officers are authorised 
to go against those specifications? 

(t) Will Goveinment be pleased to state if tliere is any penalty for any 
othcei intent lonallv going against these specifications and the method in 
which the contiactoi s loss is compensated? 

Mr. Q M. Young (a) Contracts for Indian Army Service Corps supplies 
are bnsi d on spec ifications approved b\ Government and published in a 
book ('iititlod Specifications of Articles supplied bv the Indian Armv Ser- 
vice Corps” 

(^opies of specifications are sent to all units to guide them in deciding 
whether the articles tendeied are tit for acceptance 

(h) No, Sir 

(c) No specific penal t\ is prescribed in such cases If a contractoi con- 
siders that an officei has not adhered to the approved specifications, he 
lias the right of immediate appeal to the competent authority mentioned 
in the contract deed 

Contracts in the Indian Army Service Corps in the Delhi Independent 

Brigade Area 

792. *Liila Rang Behan Lai* (a) Will Govemmeut he pleased to state 
if an\ (ontiacts were placed at higher rates in the Indian Army Service 
Coips in the Delhi Independent Brigade Area this vear in spite of the fact 
that there were lowei tenders? 

(h) If so, w'hat was the number of such contracts, and will Goveinment 
be pleased to state the reasons for this action? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state whether these contracts are 
placed with se\eial conti actors or with one particular contractor? 

(d) If the contracts aie given to several contractors on higher lates, will 
Government be pleased to state their names? 

Mr. G. M. Young: With vour permission, Sir, I propose to answer 
questions Nos 792, 793 and 794 together 

Enquiries have been made and the result will be communicated to 
the Honourable Member m due course 
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Tenderers for the Fire-Wood Contracjts in the Delhi Indbpendbn't 

Brigade Area 

f 793. *Lala XUmg Beliari Lai : Will Government be pleased to state the 
names of various tenderers for the fire-wood contracts in the Delhi Independ- 
ent Brigade Area this year with their rates? 

Contract for Hired Transport in the Delhi Brigade Area 

1794. *Lala Rang Befcari Lai* (a) Will Goveinment be pleased to state 
whether the hired transport contractor foi the year 1928-29 had claimed a 
big amount in the Delhi Brigade Area above his contract? - 

(6) Is it a fact that on account of the above said claim that contractor 
could not give a reasonable rate in 1929-30, so the contract for hired trans- 
port was placed with his younger brother who was added on the approved 
list? 

Orders by the Deputy Auditor Oenerat JtJi Drawing of Pay by a Clerk 
while on Leave 

795. *Lala Rang Behari Lai (a) Is it a fact that the Deputy Auditor 
General, Headquarters, issued an Office Order to the effect that a clerk of 
the office of the Auditor General who is unable to receive payment of his 
dues in person should produce a life certificate signed by a responsible offi- 
cer of Government or other well known and trustw'orthv person, in addi- 
tion to a stamped receipt and a letter of authority*^ 

(b) Are Goveniment aware that the order requiring the production of a 
life certificate in such cases causes much inconvenience to the clerks on leave 
who mav happen to be in a strange or a small station or wffio mav bo sick 
and unable to approach persons of the required status? 

(c) Is it a fact that the clerks of the Auditor General's office made a 
representation against this order but that it was rejected ? 

(J) Is it a fact that no rule requiring the production of a life certificate 
in respect of non-gazetted Government servants is m force in any other 
Government office? 

{e) Is it a fact that the Government of India has pi escribed the pro- 
duction of such a life certificate only in the case of gazetted officers and 
officers on leave out of India \ 

(0 If so, are Government piepured to cancel the Oidei about the pro- 
duction of a life certificate? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) The Office Order in question 
reqmres that, when a member of the Auditor General's office establish- 
ment IS unable to receive payment of his dues in person, he should send 
the following documents 

(i) A receipt for the money due to him, duly signed, and stamped 

when necessary, 

(ii) A hfe certificate for the drawal of leave salary, and 

(ill) A letter mentioning the name of the person to whom the pay- 
ment IS to be made. 


+For ansMver to this question, ate answer to question iNo 792 
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(6) Ihe existence of the order need not cause inconvenience, as, in 
cases in which individuals find it difficult to produce a life certificate, pa\ - 
nient can be made h\ money order, at the cost of the pavee, in which 
case pavrnent is made by the Post Office to the recipient in person and 
no life certificate is required 

(( ) Yes 

(d) Oovernment are not aware of the practice actual! v obtaining in 
all other offices 

(^) 'S OR But m th( (Use of non gazetted officers, Government hold 
the headB of offices responsibh* for the correct disbursement of amounts 
drawn b\ them for pavrnent to their subordinates, and it is, therefore, 
for the heads ot offiet s m ihe discharge of their responsihilitv, to require' 
the production of siu h a life certificate, should thev consider it neces 
sar\ , and not tor thi* (lovcrnmeni of India to proscribe it 

(/) No The oidci iiuicK cmhodits *a reasonable and business like 
precaution 


DlsroVTENT AMONG TyPISTS OF CERTAIN OFFICES 

79t) *Lala Rang Behan Lai. (a) Arc Oovvinmcnl avsan' that Ihcu' 
IS si nous discontent among the typists of tin oflices of tlie Accountant 
Gcneial, Ccntial liovenues, Dnector of Ihuhva} Audit, Auditor General, 
Director of Commercial Audit, in Delhi m consequence of their inadequate 
scale of paj and prospects ? 

(h) Is it a fact that they submitted rnemoiials to the Auditor General 
pruMug foi a suitable increase in their scales of pay and that the memorials 
were rejected by him*^ 

(c) If so, will Goviriiment please state the reasons for rejecting the 
Tnemorials ? 

(d) Will Govemment please state the scales of pay of the tvpists in the 
Government of India Secretariat, and in the offices of the Chief Commis- 
sioner, Delhi, Controller of Eailway Accounts and the Director General, 
Posts and Telegraphs, and state if these scales are higher than those 
obtaining in the offices mentioned in pait (a) above? 

(e) If so, will Government please state the reasons for this difference 
in the scales of pay? 

(/) Are Government prepared to bring the scales of pay obtaining in the 
offices as mentioned in part (a) into hne with that obtaining m the Govern- 
ment of India Secretariat at a very early date? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: With your permission. Bir, I 
lay on the table the information required by the Honourable Member 


(a) and (6) It ik the fact tliat memorials were submitted and rejected and the 
memonals expressed dtssaitafaciion with existing rates of pay 

{r} The Auditor General did not consider that the typists, wh6 are not interchange 
-able with clerks in these offices, ahonld be grsnted a better scale than that allowed at 
present for the nature of work done by them 
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(d) «nd (e) The scales of pay of typists in different offices are as follows * 

(1) Qovernment of India, Secretariat Re 90 — 4 — 130—4 — 170 (They, however 

get Rs 76 until they are confirmed ) 

(2) Chief Commissioner, Delhi « 1 here is no sepiarate scale of pay for typists 

They are in the grade of Junior olerks on 
Rs 50 -6 — 175 with bar at Rs 120 and 
are liable to work anywhere in the offioe 
as routine clerks m the same scale 

(3) Lontroller of Railway Accounts • The typists are on the same scale of pay aa 

clerks class II which is Rs 75 — 6 — 150 

(4) Director General, Posts and Tele- There is no separate cadre for typists They 

graph’i are included in the second division or 

routine olerks m the time scale of 
Rs 66 — 6 — 155 with bars at Rs 80 and 
Rs 116 and those who are qualified in 
typing are actually employed as typists 


(6) Aooountemt General, Central Reve-"] 

nues I 

^0) 1 irector of Railway Audit , . I Rs 60 — 4 — 120 

(7) Au Otor General . , • • j 

(8) Director of Commercial Audit J 

It ^vlll be <)b8er\ed that in some ot the offices m question tliere are no separate 
cales of pay for typists They are on the scale of pay for routine cleiks and are 
\.pecte(l to do the work of i out me tlerks vheri lequiied In the accounts offices there 
J no scale for loutine clerks separate from the scale foi other clerks, and the typists 
le not oidinanly expected to do legulur clerual work 
(/) No 


Percentage of Minority Communities in the Ministerial Staff of the 
Department of Education, Health and Lands 

71)7 *Lala Rang Behan Lai: (a) Will (io\cniim*nt be {ileascd to 
tate what is tlie percentage of minority coinmimilies amongst the rninis- 
erial staff of the IJepartment of Education, Health and Lands? 

(b) Ifc it a fact that thi percentage of minority communities is far m 
‘xces-s of the limit of 33 per cent fixed b\ (Jotemment^ 

(c) If the reply to part (b) is in the afBimative, are Government pre- 
lared to consider the advisability of raising the percentage of Hindus m 
he Department of Education, Health and Lands, until the requisite per- 
centage of 66 per cent is obtained 

Sir Frank Noyce: 


(a) Muslims 

. 

. 

. 

24-42 

Europeans and Anglo-Indians 


. 


15-12 

8ikhs 


. 


5-81 

Other communities 

• 

Total 

• 

1*16 

46 51 


(b) No such limit has been fixed bv Government The orders which 
he Honourable Member has presumably in mind are those which lay 
iown that one-third of the number of all permanent vacancies occiimng 
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m the Government of India Secretariat should be reserved for redressing 
communal inequalities These orders refer to fresh recruitment and do 
not proscribe 33 per cent as the maximum limit foi representation of 
minority communities 

(c) Does not anse 

Pandit NilaJcantha Daa: Does the Honourable Member, who put the 
qiKfetjons, suggest that the high proportion of presentation of minority, 
communities is not based on considerations of merit? 

(No answer was given ) 

Contracts for Sale of Ice and Aerated Water on Railways 

798, *Lala Bang Behari Lai: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
il the Agents of the Railways make contracts for selling ice and aerated 
waters on their lines for all passenger trains toi the hot weather every 
y ear? 

(6) Is it a fact that eoptiacts in the various branches of the North 
Western Rnilwa\ , Lalioti* have been given to the same contractors for 
the last ten voars? 

(c) Is it a fact that the contractors of the North Western Railway 
make no arrangements for the sale of iced waters to the passengers, while 
they undertake to soil the same at the rate of 3 pies per pint? 

(d) Is it also a fact that the vendors sell ice at higher rates than 
1 as 6 pies per seer and they do not keep even the weighing scales? 

(e) Are Government prepared, m the interests of third class passen- 
gers m special and others m general, to sec that the undertakings are fully 
earned on by the ice-vendois? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I am asking the Agent of the Norih W’estern 
Railway for information on the points raised by the Honourable Member 
and will communicate with him later 

Despatches and Telegrams addressed to the Sboretaby of State for 
India by the Government of India 

709. *Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state the number of despatches addressed by them to the Secretary of 
State during the years 1927, 1928 and 1929? 

(b) Are despatches addressed to the Secretary of State on all import- 
ant questions? 

(c) If nob, what are the questions on which despatches are addressed 
and what are the questions about which telegrams are addressed? 

(d) Do Government recognise the difference between the method of 
addressing the Secretary of State by means of despatches and by means 
of telegrams? 

(e) Is it a fact that despatches Rave to be signed by all Members of 
the Executive Council with a certain minimum? 

(f) Is it a fact that the opinion of the Governor General m Council 
may be communicated to the Secretary of State by telegram without even 
the knowledge of other Members of Bie Executive Council? 
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(g) Will Government be pleased to state if they propose hereafter to 
resort more oft^en to the system of communication with the Secretary of 
State by means of despatches only and not by means of telegrams unless 
the urgency of the question warrants communication by telegram? 

(k) Will Government be pleased to state the amount of expenditure 
incurred by them on •telegraph charges between the Government of India, 
and the India Office, including private and personal telegrams to the Sec- 
retary of State, during the years 1927, 1928 and 1929? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) and (h) Government do not. 
-consider that anv useful purpose would be served b> the compilation of 
the statistics asked foi by the Honourable Member 

(b) and (c) Yes, except when the urgencv of a case requires tele- 
graphic communication 
(d) and (c) Yes 

(/) Onl} in the case of departmental questions of minor importance 
(q) The Government of India do not consider that anv change is called 
for m the existing method of correspondence with the Secretary of State, 


(1) h^ despatches (2) b\ Secretary’s letters and (3) bj telegram in 
cases ot urgency 


UNSTAiaiFD QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

REORtriTMENT OF COPYISTS IN THE MILITARY ACCOUNTANT GeNERAL’S OFFICE 
THROUGH THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

283 Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh* (a) U it a fact that the copMsts in 
the Military Accountant General's othce diaw' the same rates of pay 
and allowances as the thud dnision cleiks m the Govoinment of India 
Secretariat and that they are not liable to transfei from that office'’ 

(6) Is it also a fact that the lecruitment to these posts is made by 
the Military Accountant General without going through the Public Service 
Gommission? 

(c) If the reply to the above questions is m the affirmative, are Gov- 
ernment prepared to consider the desirability of making all further recruit- 
ment to the above appointments through the Public Service Commission? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster; (a) The answer is m the affirmat- 
ive. 

(b) Yes That has been the practice in the past 

(c) Reenutment of routine division clerks wull be made through the 
Public Service Commission in future ' 

Non-Official Advisory Committee for RiSi:LPti;B Cantonment 
Authorities , 

284 Pandit Thakur Dae Bhargava: With reference* to item No. 21 on 
page 13 of the Minutes of the Conference of A Deputation of the 
AU-India Cantonments Association with the Army Secretary m June, 1929, 
regarding the desirability of having a Non-O&ial Advisory Committee 
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to lelp the Cantonment Authority in India existing in the form of ' corpora- 
tion sole” in matters affecting the citric rights of the residents, will Gk>v- 
erament be pleased to state if the Officer Commanding, Bisalpur Brigade 
has considered the advisability of the appointment of a few representatives 
of the civil population there for consultation as was done m stations in 
Wazinstan which were not Cantonments? 

Mr. O. M. Yonng! Relevant extracts from the minutes of the conference 
were forwarded to the General Officers Commanding-in-Chief, all Commands 
and the Commander, Burma Independent District for consideration of the 
suggestion made therein Government are not aware whether the sugges- 
{lon has been or could suitably be adopted in Risplpur 

Appointment of Trade Commissioners 

285 Pandit Thakur Das Bhargaya: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state if any Trade Commissioners have been appointed so far? If so, at 
what places? Who are the gentlemen appointed and what are their quali- 
fications? 

(b) How many Trade Commissioners are proposed to be appointed 
during the present and coming years and in what places? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: (a) The Honouiable Member presum- 
ubly has m mind the scheme for the appointment ot Indian Trade Commis- 
sioners abroad No appointments have yet been made in pursuance of the 
scheme 

(b) The total number of these Trade Commissioners provided for in the 
scheme is six, one eacki at Hamburg, Milan, New York, Alexandria, 
Durban and Mombasa It is hoped to make a stait b\ selecting two Trade 
Commissioners this veai and to complete tlie scheme graduallv as funds 
pennit 

Recovery of Arrears oi ProfEvSSional Tax in the Cantonment of 

Risalpttr 

280 Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava* (1) Arc Government aw^are that 
considerable unrest prevails in the Cantonment of Risalpur caused bv the 
action of the Cantonment Authority by the sudden recovery of heavy sums 
ot (wo \ears arnaiTs of tlie piofessional tax which w is imposed b' the 
Local Government onl\ with effect from' the 1st September, 1929? 

(2) Mil] Government be pleased to state if it is a fact* 

(a) that in 1926 a provincial tax was imposed by the Local Gov- 

ernment in the Cantonment of Risalpur, 

(b) that it was postponed from 1927 to 1929, 

(c) that a professional tax was, imposed in that Cantonment by the 

Local Government onlv with effect from the 1st September, 
1929. vfde the North West Frontier Province, Revenue De- 
partment Notification No 918-L F , dated the 24th August, 
1929, and 

(d) that “demand notices” have been issued for the recovery of the 

arrears of the tax for 1927. 1028 and 1929, which though dated 
1st Februarv 1030, have actiiallv been served on the 16th 
Fcbniarv, 1930? 
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'(3) If answers to part 2 (a) to (d) be m the aflfiirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state the reasons which necessitated • 

(a) the suspension of the provincial tax for two years, 

(b) the introduction of new professional tax, 

(c) the collection of professional tax for the preceding two years 

when the tax was imposed by the Local Government only 
with effect from the Ist September, 1929, and 

(d) the dafference of 15 days’ interval allowed between the date of 

issuing notices, and actually serving the same? 

(4) Will Government be pleased to state whether the provisions of 
sections 89 and 90 of the Cantonment Act have been complied with, and 
whether the requisite notification as regards the date, and the number of 
instalments proposed to be realised was published by the Cantonment 
Authority, and whether bills were sent m accordingly? If not, why not? 

(5) Will Gk)vemment be pleased to state the reasons which led the 
Cantonment Authority not to realise the tax for more than two years? 

Hr. a, M. Young: I am making enquiries and will let the Honourable 
Member know the result in due course 


Lease Form for Shops belonging to Cantonment Authorities in India 

287 Pandit Thakur Daa Bhargava. Will Government be pleased to 
state if it IS a fact that the question of adopting a suitable lease form 
for giving shops belonging to Cantonment Authorities m India on rent 
to shop-keepers is at piesent under the consideration of the Government of 
India? 

Mr. a. M. Young: The Cantonment Authorities have recently been 
mstructed to grant regular leases for the occujiation of their shops 

Construction op the Bhiwani-Rohtak Railway Line 

288 Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava. (a) In repl> to question No 450 
asked by me on 26th Maich, 1928 the Government was pleased to 8a\ that 
the construction of the Ghiwani-Rohtak Railway line is hoped to be finished 
by Decembei 1929 In reply to a further question No 380, asked by me 
on the 27th March, 1929, Go\ernnient was pleased to say that construction 
was hoped to start m 1930-31 and be completed m 1931 32 The Pmk Book, 
North Western Railway, however, shows that the construction will not be 
taken up in 1930-31 Will the Government be pleased to state why they 
are postponing the construction of this line? 

(b) Has the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway made any 
representation in the matter regarding the likely prejudicial effect on that 
Railway of the proposed new line? If so, has any reply been given? 

(c) Are Government aware that four trains used to run between Delhi 
and Bhatmda tna Rewari and up till September 1928 there were at least 
three trains running between Delhi and Bhatinda t7ia Rewan, whereas at 
present there are only two passenger trams (one direct and the other con- 
necting) from Delhi to Bhatinda via Rewari (Bombay, Baroda and Central 
India Railway)? 

c 
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(d) Are Government aware that this reduction m the number of trains 
le causing great inconvenience to the public? 

Mr, A. A. L. Parsons: (a) It has, as the Honourable Member is aware, 
not been found possible to find money for starting any new lines in 1930-31. 

(b) No The Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway originally 
objected to the construction of the Bhiwam-Rohtak line but have since 
withdrawn their objection. 

(c) and (d) I would invite the Honourable Member’s attention to the 
reply given on 26th September 1929 by Mr Rau to the Honourable Mem- 
ber's question No 221 

Want of Mail, Express or Fast Trains between Rewari and Bhatinda 
AND Stoppage of Shuttle Trains between Bhiwani and Hissar 
289. Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava: (a) Is it a fact that there are no 
mail, express or fast trains at present running between Be'wari and 
Bhatinda (Bomba\, Baroda and Central India Railway)? 

(b) Is it a fact that, for a few months, shuttle trains were running be- 
tween Bhiwani and Hissar and the said trams were full} utilised by the 
public? 

(r) Is it a f<Rt that from the 1st March, 1930, the shuttle trams have 
ceased to run between Bhiwani and Hissar? 

(d) Was the experiment unsuccessful financial!} ? If not, why has this 
convenience been withdrawn? 

Mr. A. A. L, Parsona: I would invite the Honourable Member's atten- 
tion to the roplv given on 26th September, 1929, h\ Mr Ran to the Honour- 
able Member’s question No 221 1 uill send a copy of the Honourable 

Members question and of m\ answer to the Agent of the Bombav, 
Baroda and Central India Railway and ask him to take such action as he 
may consider necessary 

Charge by the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway 
OF Third Class Mail Fares from Passengers travelling in 
Exprebs Trains 

200 Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava: (a) Docs any other Railwvay Ad- 
ministration except the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway (metre 
gauge) charge third class mail fares from passengers travelling in express 
ti ams ? 

(b) If the reply is m the negative, will the Government be pleased to 
Ftate the reason for this action of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India 
Railway metre gauge? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Yes. 

(b) Does not arise 

Want of Concession Fares for Third and Intermediate Class Pas- 
aiENGERS ON THE BOMBAY, BaRODA AND CENTRAL INDIA RAILWAY. 

291. Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava: (a) la it a fact that the Bombay. 
Baroda and Central India Railway does not grant to third or intermediate 
class passengers any concessions such as return tickets, Christmas, 

Diwah, Dussehra concession? 



rNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


2207 


(b) Have Government ever addressed this Bailway m this matter? If 
so, what reply has been given? Do Government propose to ask the 
Bombay, Baroda and Central India Bailway, to bring their action in regard 
to concessions mto Ime with that of other railways? 

Mr. A. A. L. ParsoilB; (a) No Concession return tickets are issued for 
the Chnstmas and Dewah holidays from Bombay. 

(b) 1 would refer the Honourable Member to the reply given to part (o) 
of hig question No 226 on the 26th September, 1929 I he reply to the 
latter part of this question is in the negative 

General Knowledge Paper in the Secretariat Ministerial Branch 
Examination held by the Public Service Commission 

292 Mr O. Sarvotham Rao. (1) Is it a fact that 

(a) in all mmisteiial branch evaminations held by the Staff Selec- 

tion Board and the Public Service Commission up to 1928 the 
general knowledge paper has been on one and the same lines 
and mostly comprised of the newspaper knowledge, 

(b) the style of this paper was quite changed m the examination of 

1929, 

(c) this change was not previously made known to the candidates 

b\ means of a model paper? 

(2) If the iepl;> to part (1) above be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state whetner a fixed number of giace marks has been awarded 
to examinees? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (1) (a) and (b) I understand that 
though the general knowledge paper has hitherto been much on the same 
lines it can scarcely be said to have mostly comprised newspaper know- 
ledge and that at the last exaiTiiiial ion tht‘ scope of the paper remained 
much the same though the style was changed 

(c) Yes 

(2) The matter is one entirely for the Public Service Commission and 
Government are not juepared to interfere with their discretion 

The Secretariat Ministerial Branch Examination held by the Public 
Service Commission 

293 Mr. O. Sarvotham Rao; Is it a fact that the ministerial branch 
examination held in 1929 by the Public Service Commission was the final 
examination for departmental men? If so, will Government be pleased to 
state whether a more lenient treatment has been given to candidates for 
the upper division than has hitherto been done in qualifying examinations? 
If not, why not? 

TH# Honoilrable Sir Jamea Orerar: It is a fact that the exanunation 
referred to wos the last qualifying examination but such departmental men 
as are eligible b\ age and qualifications will be entitled to appear at future 
competitive examinations The reply to the second part of the question is 
m the negative The reason is that it was not desire<l to lower the 
standard 

0 2 
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The Sbcbetabiat Minlsterial Branch Exajmination held by the Public 
Service Commission 

294 Mr. O. Sarvotham Eao: (1') Is it a fact that 

(a) a uniform percentage of marks has been observed to qualify candi- 

dates for the upper division m all qualifying examinations , and 

(b) such percentage was taken in the aggregate and not in the indi- 

vidual papers? 

(2) If the reply to (1) above be m the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state whether this piactice has been observed in the 1929 
ministerial branch examination^ If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (l) (a) No 

(b) Yes 

(2) I have no information The matter was entirely one for the discre- 
tion of the Public Service Commission 

The Secretariat Ministerial Branch Examination held by the Public 
Service Commission 

293 Mr. O. Sarvotham Bao: Will Government be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing 

(a) the names of candidates who appeared in the 1929 examination 

for the upper division of the Secretariat, and 

(b) how many were declared successful? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: A statement is being prepared and 
vill be furnished to the Honourable Member in due course 

lUMBER OF Stenographers who appeared for the Secretariat Minis- 
terial Branch Examination held by the Public Service 

Commission 

296 Mr. O. Sarvotham Rao: Will Government be pleased to state the 
lumber of stenographers who appeared for the upper division in the 1929 
)xammation and the number of the stenographers passed in that examina- 
lon? Will they be also pleased to state the marks obtained by them in 
:ach individual paper? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: 22 stenographers appeared for the 
ipper division of whom eight qualified Government have no information 
n the matter 

:hb Secretariat Ministerial Branch Examination held by the Public 
Service Commission 

297. Mr. Q. Sarvotham Rao: Will Government be pleased to state what 
percentage of marks m the aggregate was fixed in the upper division quali- 
ymg examinations of 1920, 1922, 1924 and 1925? Bo Government propose 
o qualify those candidates for the upper division in the 1929 examination 
vhc got the same percentage of marks m the aggregate? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Jamee Orerar: I understand that the percentages 
varied but I have no precise miomiaiion The reply to the second part 
>f the question is in the negative Government have no reason to sup- 
pose that a reasonable standard was not adopted 
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The Secretariat Mh^isthrial Branch ExAjitNATtON helh Bir the Pubuo 
Service Commission 

298 Mr. CJ. Sarvotham Rao : Do Go\emmcnt propose to pass for the 
upper division those men who 

(a) appeared for the upper division in the competitive examination 

of 1926 and secured over 60 per cent marks m the aggregate; 

and 

(b) who appeared m the qualif\ing examination of 1929 for the same 

division and secured 60 per cent marks in the aggregate? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) and (b) Government do not 
conduct these examinations and are not prepared to interfere with the dis- 
cretion of the Public Service Commission in regard to the method of con- 
ducting them 

Public Service Commission Examination for the Recruitment of 
Stenographers 

299 Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah* (a) Is it a fact that since 1924, 
no examination has been held foi the leeiuitment of gtenociraphers for the 
Government of India iSecretarint and Attached Offices? 

(b) Is it a fact that owing to the dearth of qualified men unpassed 
men have been emplo^ed as stenographers m some of the offices? 

(c) Is it a fact that at the last ministeruil hianeh examination some of 
the men who have been successful for the first division are stenographers? 

(d) Have Government considered the desirability of holding at an early 
date an examination open to depaitmental candidates desirous of qualify- 
ing for the stenographer’s giade? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) and (c) Yes 

(b) Yes in temporary vacancies only 

(d) The matter is under the consideration of the Public Service Com- 
mission 

The Secretariat IMinistertal Branch Examination held by the Public 
Service Commission. 

300 R'To Bahadur M. 0. Rajah: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state 

(i) the total marks for each of the various papers set at the last 
clerical examination held bv the Public Service Commission, 
(ii) the percentage of marks lequired to be obtained to secure a 
pass m the First and Second Divisions respectively, and 
(ill) the percentage of pass marks for qualif5ing clencal examina- 
tions held in the past by the Public Service Commission or the 
late Staff Selection Board 

(b) Is it a fact that the percentage of pass marks fixed in respect of 
the last examination is very high as compared with that for previous 
examinations? If so, will Government please state the reasons therefor? 
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Th« Honourable Six Jamea Orerax: (a) (i) and (u) Oovemment have 

no information 

(ill) The percentage fixed by the Staff Selection Board varied from time 
to time and the records available do not show in all ceises clearly what it 
was The Public 'S'ervice Commission did not hold any qualifymg; examma- 
tion before 1929 

(b) The Departmental Conference on the subject recommended that 
a fairly high standard should be requiried. 

The Qecbbtariat Ministerial Branch Examination held by the Public 
Service Commission 

301 Kao Bahadur M. C. Rajah; (a) Ts it a fact that some of the 
candidates who appeared at the last clerical examination held by t-he 
Public Service Commission had already failed once ot twice at such pie- 
vious examinations^ 

(b) Is it a fact that some ot them though they had not actually failed 
to qualify for higher grades at previous examinations had oiiport unities 
of appearing at such examinations'^ 

(f) Is it also a fact that theo^ yver.* among the candidates for the hirgr 
Division some men who luid never had beioie any opportunity of appearing 
for this Division*^ 

(d) Do Ooveininent piopov^ to giy^ any ccn^easion to those yvho fall in 
category (e) and have not been successful it the his^ examination'^ 

(c) Have Government considered the question of allowing these men as 
a special case to appear at the next examination it they are not othei- 
wise eligfible'^ 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a), (b) and (c) Yes 

(d) No 

(e) Government see no reason to consider the grant of any concessions 
to these men 

The Secretariat I^Iimsterial Branch Examination held by the Public 
Serxmce Commission 

302 Rao Bahadur M. 0. Rajah; (a) Aie Government ayyare that there 
IS a general feeling of dissatisfaction at the lesults of the last clerical 
examination ? 

(b) Are Government ayvare that some of the candidates who have failed 
to qualify are considered bv the Heads of the Departments concerned to be 
in every yyay fit to hold appointments m the divisions for which they 
appeared ? 

(c) Do Government propose to consider the desirability of reviewing the 
cases of tliose candidates yyho secured fairly high maiks and ai*e considered 
fit by the Head of the Department concerned'? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) I gather that there is some dis- 
satisfaction among unsuccessful candidates 

(6) I have no such information 

(c) No 
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Thk SscEnrAltiAT Mikistbbial Branch Examination held by thb Pitblio 
Sbrviob Commission 

308 Bao Baliadiir H. 0. Bajali: (a) Is it a fact that the results of 
the mimstenal selection branch qualify inir examination held by the Public 
Service Commission have recently been announced ^ 

(b) Is it a fact that the m.irks obtained b\ those candidates who 
have not been able to qualify have not been communicated to the depart- 
ments to which they belong? 

(c) Is it a fact that this is contrary tc past practice? 

(d) Are Government prepared to tommimicate the marks obtained b> 
such candidates to the department-s concerned^ If not, will they please 
state the reasons for their inability to do so'^ 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) and (b) Yes 

(c) No 

(d) Government see no advantage in communicating to departments the 
marks obtained m this particular qualifying examination 

The Secretariat Ministerial Branch Examination held by the Public 
Service Commission 

304 Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah* (a) Will Government please state Gie 
number ot candidates who appeared for tin hrst and second divisions, res- 
pectively, at the List clerical exainmation held by the Public Service Com- 
mission ? 

(6) Will Government please also «tate bow m.my of rhe candidates 
have been declared successful fca each division? 

(c) What IS the percentage of successful candidates at thi*’ and all pre- 
vious exaniin itions Ic'id u' tli“ ( oiiimi sioii oi the late ^^taff Selection 
Board 

(d) Is It a fact that the percentage or successful candidates at the last 
examination is far less than in previous examinations? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar. 

(а) Pirst Division 425 candidates 
Second Division 141 candidates 

(б) First Division 17 candidates 
Second Division 29 candidates 

(c) The percentages are given below 

Percentage of candidates qualified for Ist, 

2nd and 3rd Divisions 


Year 


1920 

39*4 approximately 

1922 

35*6 

1924 

33 9 

1925 

. 21*0 

1926 

12*4 „ 

1929 

17 0 


(d) Yes As this was the last qualifying examination many candidates 
appeared who had no chance of success 
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Rules for Allotment of Quarters in New Delhi. 

305 Bao Bahadur M. 0. Bajah; (a) Is it a fact that the rules re- 
garding the allotment of quarters in New Delhi are under revision? 

(b) When will Government come to a final decision m the matter and 
what 18 the cause of delay? 

(c) Have Government provided in the new rules that the allotment 
for the next season should be made in January or February every year, 
to enable those who are not gi\en quarters to make their private arrange- 
ments m good time? 

(d) If the replv to part {() be m the negative, will Government 
kindly state the reason 

(e) Is it a fact that tlie allotment of Simla quarters for the next year 
IS made m August*'’ 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mltra (a) Yes 

(6) There has bi'en a certain amount of delay owing to the fact that 
the view’R of the different Departments had to be obtained It is hoped 
that a final decision wall be arrived at during the coming summer season 

(t) This will be considered along with other suggestions 

(d) Docs not arise 

(c) The otficers’ houses and the clerks’ quarters in Simla are respectively 
allotted as soon after the Ist September and the 1st July as possible 

Policemen on Duty in the Squarps of Indian Clerks Quarters in New 

Delhi 

dOfi^Bao Bahadur M 0 Bajah: 'Is it a fact that poliCLinen 

remain on duty at New Dtdhi in the squares of Indian clerks quarters 
during the day ? 

(b) Have any policemen been posted in the new quarters constructed 
in 1929? 

(c) If not, do Government propose to issue orders to the effect that 
policemen should be postial m all the squares, places and roads, etc , to 
keep W'atch during the da\ when all the clerks aie away in offices and there 
are many chances of burglaries? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) Y^es 

(b) Yes 

(c) The question does not arise 

Difficulties re Education of the Children of the Moving Staff of th* 
Government of India 

307 Bao Bahadur M. 0. Ra]ah: (a) Are Government aware that as 
there are different Universities for Simla and Delhi the education of the 
children of the employees of the Government of India who move between 
these places have to suffer a good deal on account of different courses and 
complaints to this effect have been made many times? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state w'hat they propose to do to 
alleNiate the difficulties expenenced by their employees in regard to the 
education of their children? 



UN STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


mt 


Sir Trank Noyce: (a) and (b) The Punjab University exercises control 
over higher education in Simla, while the University of Delhi exeroisee 
control over higher education m Delhi A proposal to have a school 
moving between Delhi and Simla is under consideration 

Notice of Occupations of Government Quarters in New Delhi 

308. Rao Bahadur M. 0. Ra]ah* (a) Is it a fact that seven days' notice 
18 guen for the occupation of Government quarters m New Delhi? 

(b) Are Government aware that most of the quarters are even then not 
fit for occupation and that the occupants are put to a lot of trouble on 
their arrival? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) Yes 

(h) No 

Furniture for Clerks’ Quarters rfcently constructed in New Delhi. 

309 Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah* (a) Is it a fact that new furniture 

was purclia<^Ml Ja the new 1 1< rlw quartei'^ con^'tructed recently in New 
Delhi’? 

(b) Ha\e all these new qnaiters been furnishect wath new furniture? 

(c) If not, wdiat has happened to the new furniture? 

(d) Has the new furniture been sent to the bungalows of the local 
Public Works Depaitinent officials and the old furniture been supplied in 
the quarters? 

(e) Have Government received an\ complaint to this etTect? 

(/) When wall the old furniture in the new qiiaiters be replaced hy the 
new furniture intended for them'? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra; (a) A certain quantity of 

new turniture was bought for die (lerKs’ quarters as a whole owing to the 
fact that certain new ‘ C” and “D" quarters had been constructed m 
the previous )ear, and not specifically for the new quarters 

(b) No 

(c) The new furniture has been used in furnishing the quarters allotted 
to migratory clerks 

(d) No 

(e) \es, ceitain complaints were received to the effect that the new 
quarters should have been furnished with nenv furniture 

(/) The old furniture will be replaced by new furniture wffien the former 
becomes unserviceable 

The Secretariat Ministerial Branch Examination held by the Public 
Service Commission 

310 Rao Bahadur M. 0. Rajah: (a) Is it a fact that some of the 
candidates who appeared for the first division in the last departmental 
examination for the Government of India Secretariat held by the Public 
Service Commission were not already qualified for the second division? 

(b) Is it a fact that most of such candidates have not been able to 
qualify for the first division? 
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(c) Have some of th^m obtained a sufficient number of marks for the 
'•#eo»>Bd division? Is it a fact that they have not been declared qualified 

for that division? 

(d) Do Government propose to consider their cases and declare them 
fit for the second division? 

(e) If the reply to part (d) be m the negative, will Government kindly 
state the reasons? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) and (b) Yes 

(c) and (d) Yes, and when successful they have been declared qualified 

(e) Does not arise 

Camp Office of the Income tay Officer Gujranwala 

311 Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah* (a) Is it a fact that the Income- 
tax Officer, Gujrnnvvala, camped at Chhanawan during the last Summer‘d 

(b) Plow far is that place from the nearest railuav station? 

(c) Were the assessees from Kamnagar and Akalgarh called at 
Chhanawan to produce their accounts, etc ? 

(d) How far is ChliHnav\an from Ilamnagar and Akalgarli ^ 

(c) Arc Government aware that there are no suitable airangements for 
boarding at Clihanawan and on account of long distances which they had to 
travel the assessoes were put to a gioat ineonvenience specially duiing the 
rainy days? 

(/) Are Government prepared to issue instructions in future that the 
lnconi«-tnK Othcei should vi^K \kalgaih for assessment and not lequire the 
U88CS8008 to tluvcl loiig distances'^ 

The Honourable Sir Oeorge Schuster: (a) to (e) The Government have 
no information A report has been called for from the Commissioner of 
IjHome-tax Ofiicer should visit Akalgaih foi a''StssmLnt and not lequire the 
substance of it to the Honourable Member, and the Central Board of 
Revenue will then consider the suggestion in part (/) of the question 

The New Delhi Connaught Pi^ce Booking Office 

31:k Rao Bahadur M. 0. Rajah: (a) Is it a fact that the New Delhi 
Connaught Place Booking Office was opened for goods about 12 months ago? 

(b) Is it a fact that in the last w'eek of October, 1929, the Railway 
authorities at Lahore Junction refused to book goods for that booking office, 
on the plea that they w'ere not aw*are of the booking office? 

(o) Is it a fact that the matter was reported by the consignee to the 
Divisional Superintendent, North W^tem Railw'ay, Delhi, who forwarded 
it to the authorities at I^ahore vide his letter No 4118 C D /29, dated the 
9th December, 1929? 

(d) Is it also a fact that the consignee has sent half a dozen reminders 
to the Railway authorities at Lahore during the last three months, but has 
heard nothing m repi}'? 

(«) What action do Government propose to take in the matter to avoid 
repetition of such action on the part of railway officials? 
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‘Vr. A. A. L. Paisoiui: (a) Yes 

(b), (c), (d) and (e) I am obtaining a report and communicate with 
ibe Honourable Member in due course 

Nomination of a Parsi to the Deolali Cantonment Board. 

313 Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava: (a) Has a Parsi gentleman been 

recently nominated to the Cantonment Board, Deolali, under the proviso 
to section 14 (1) (c) of the Cantonments Act^ 

(b) If so, what led to his nomination when representatives of the Parsi 
Community were already on the Board through election? 

(c) Has thi'? nomination been protected against bv some elected member 
or members of the Cantonment Board? If so, what action has been taken 
on protest? 

(d) Who IS the gentleman nominated? What are his qualifications for 
nomination^ What interest is he expected to represent on the Board? 

(e) Is it a fact that an undertaking oi assurance has been given by 
him that he will invarmbK support the President*^ 

Mr. a. M. Young: Government h »\e no information I am making 
enquiries and will let the Honour ihle Member know the result in due 
course 

Resignation oi Hindu Elected Membtfs or the A<mA Cantonment 

Board 

314 Pandit Thakur Daa Bhargava: (a'l Is it a fact that all the Hindu 
elected members of Agia Cantonment Board iiave resigned their seats m a 
body? 

(b) Have the resigning members given lenvon*, for their resigning the 
samc^ If so, what are those reasons? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Canton’oent Authority has bv a majority of 
votes given permission for the opening of a meat shop near a Hindu temple? 

(d) Will Go\ernment state wh\ this new meat shop hag been opened? 
What particular public need is it intended to satisfy and how was that need 
satisfied so far’’ 

(e) Did the Hindus protest against the opening of the shop? If so, how 
did the Cantonment Authority dispose of their protest ’ 

(/) Do Government propose to direct the Cantonment Authorit\ of Agra 
to consider the question of shifting the shop to a more suitable place? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) and (b) The Government have received a copy 
of a letter addressed to the President of the Cantonment Board, by four 
elected Hindu members tendering their resignation for what they con- 
sidered to be an infringement of the religious and civic rights of the Hindu 
residents of the cantonment bv the non*Hindu majonty of the Board 

(c) and (d) Yes, a butcher applied for and was given a licence for a 
meat shop about 100 yards from a Hindu Temple As to the other sub- 
parts of part (d), the Government have no information 

(«) I am mformed that certain Hindu residents of the area, who were 
cAware that preliminary inspections had been earned out both by the Execu- 
tive Officer and the Health Officer, raised no objection until the licence had 
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been issued They then applied to the Executive Officer who made en- 
quiries and found that their complaints were not well founded The in- 
hubitants of the aumediate neighbourhood are said to be persons of low 
caste who eat meat and the shnne is apparently not frequented by high 
caste Hindus In the meantime a counter representation was received 
fruui about 200 person^ im luding some high caste Hindus, asking that the 
slioji might be left w^here it was 

(/) No, but I understand that the dispute is being settled b\ agreement 
among the parties interested 


MOTION FOK ADJOURNMENT 

OoLiiaioN ar rwn V niF Poiicf and Public \t Rangoon 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi (Bmma Non-Europe.m) S'lr, I ask for leave 
to move tlu' adjourniiu ut ot the House to discuss a definite matter of 
i.iuent pifi)!i(‘ impoitaiue u um 1\ the attack made l)\ tin police on the 
crowd outsidt tlie ('ouit of the District Magistrate, Rangoon, and the 
assaultB made b\ tho police on several public men during the tiial of 
Mr J AT S( n Triipta, -md the action of tlie authorities in making use 
of troops on )h{> said o( < asion and tluu polic\, (onduct and behaviour on 
the said occasion resulting in sonous injurieg to a large number of innocent 
and unoffending citi7ens of Rangoon Tf \ou feel, Sir, that my motion 
IS open to obj((tion on htw gionnds, ot if tlu' TTonomabb' the Leader of the 
House opposes the motion on .m\ cuamds T hope T and desirably other 
sections of tlu TToiise will ht gntui an oppoitunit\ r( meeting tliose points 
before ^ou are pleases! to gi\o \our iiiling 

Mr. President: That m the proceduie which tlic Honourable Member 
18 laying down for himst'lf Tho correct procedure is that tho Honourable 
Member must show that the motion is m order 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Ver\ well, Su I ^lall try to anticipate 
objections bo far ns I can 

1 am gi\en to understand, Sir, that obje* tion^ might be advanced on 
tho ground that tho m ittci js sMb-mJrcc, Do\eiununts allegation being 
that certain personB are being pmseeuted for offences committed when they 
fonned part of the crowd You will notice, Sir. that 1 am not asking the 
House to consider what any particular person m the crowd did or did not do 
I am not asking the House to direct its attention to any pending or im- 
pending prosecutions What we are concerned with is tho attack made 
by the police on the crowd 

Ifr. President: Is that not a matter for investigation in the case? 

Hr. Jehjuigir K. Munshi: If the position of Government is that certain 
police men are being prosecuted for attacks made on the crowd, then of 
eour*je, this particular matter would be sub-,ndtce 

Mr* President: If the case of Government la that the police did not 
attack the crowd, but they were merely on the defensive, is not that a 
point for investigation m the court of law if the case is already institnted? 
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Mr. Jeliangir K. Mnnshi: Mv point is this, that the police attacked the 
crowd Government's position probably is that the crowd committed cer- 
tain offences against the la\\ I am not asking the House to direct its 
attention to what the cro\\d did I am asking the House to consider the 
conduct and attitude of the police on this occasion 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member sa\s that the police began 
the attack Government I understand say that the police were on the 
defensive, and the crowd began the attack, what then? 

Mr. Jehftngir K. Hunshi: I do not know if the Honourable Member 
will go to the extent of saying that certain persons are being prosecuted 
for starting the attack on the police But that is not the only point of 
my motion 

Mr. President: Then is the Honourable Member prepared to give this 
point up? 

Mr. JehangirK. Hunshi: No, Sir, I am not I adhere to my argument 
that this particular part of my motion cannot in any way come within the 
objection of being sub-judice But even if \ou hold that it does, that 
does not put an end to mv motion, because there are several other parts 
each of which is complete in itself for an argument m debate 

The second part is the assault made bv the police on several public 
men I have not heard it suggested that any public man is being prose- 
cuted in Bangoon for assaulting policemen 

Mr, President: That is not the question 5^ far as I can see, the 
case of Government probablv is that the policemen assaulted the public 
men in self-defence 

Mr, Jehangir K Munshi* ITou can tlnie be ''clf-defc nee, unless it is 
alleged that the public men a'^saulted the police? 

Mr. President* It is alleged that the crowd opened the attack 

Mr. Jehangir K Munshl: T ha\<‘ ^till got to luar the Honourable the 
Home Memh(>r ad^uKc the proposition tliat Gie public men of Bangoon 
actualh a^‘=;aulted the ])olice Afv povitiou is lb it tlio polu o singled out the 
public men who gave no offence, and wIk' did not bring themselves w’lthm 
the scope of the law m an\ wav 

Mr. President: That is vour case*’ 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: That is mv case 

Mr. President: la that a matter under investigation by a court of 
law ? 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: No, Sir Even if we take the Government 
version to be accurate, that particular matter is not being tried by any 
court, because, if certain persons m the crowd are being prosecuted for 
certain offences, it is not suggested that any of the public men of Rangoon 
who were assaulted by the police are being tned for any offence. These 
two are separable parts of my motion First of all I am dealing with the 
crowd, then I am dealing with the prominent public men of Rangoon. 
But my motion does not end there 
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Hr. Tmidtiit : Does the Honourable Member accept the view that thi 
matter is iub-judice. 

Ifr, JTehangir K, Httzitbi: It cannot be contended by any stretch o 
the imagination that any of the pubhc men of Kangoon are being tried a 
Rangoon 

Then, Sir, the third part of my motion deals with the action of th( 
authonties m making use of troops I do submit that the use of troopi 
should be resorted to absolutely as a last resource and not as a wantor 
displajrof brute force to illustrate the might and pomp of the BntisJfc 
Empire The preservation of law and order is as dear to me and to the 
Opposition m this House as to the Government Benches, but the preserva 
tion of law and order is one thing and the wanton display of brute force 
to overawe the people and to check movements of a non violent nature 
are entirely different propositions I submit, Sir, that, on this point alone, 
this House should proceed to debate whether Government were justified in 
calling out the troops to o\«rawe the public when a prominent political 
offender was being tried for a political offence 

Mr. Praaidant: The motion must refer to specific points 

Mr. Jahangir K. Munshi: [ admit that it can be regarded as a general 
point to that extent Then the fourth point is that the behaviour of the 
f)oliee resulted in causing serious injuries to a large section of the crowd 
The skefrh^ report w'hich was published m the ITt rs is not accurate, but 
e\en finm this report it appears that more than ,i hundred persons vvere 
injured 

Mr. Praaldant: How^ many policemen were injured? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar (Home Member) The report is about 
twenty 

Mr, Jahangir K. Munshi: The report w^hich has been published m the 
T’rc«5s gi\es the figure as tdi but the report which I ha\e received gives 

a smaller figure So I submit my motion is m order and should be 

allowed 

With regard to the point of urgency it ma\ be said that I have not 
been sufficiently prompt in bringing the motion before the House I wush 
to emphasise the point that a Member of this House is not bound to give 
notice of a motion of this nature immediately reports are pubh'-hed m the 
VreRs of a certain incident Because a particular report as it mav appear 
in the Press may or may not give nse to a proper motion for adjournment 

Mr. PTMidant: He is not bound to give any notice at all (Laughter) 

Mr. Jahangir K. Munahi: But the Press report need not necessarily 

pin him down to a particular date A Press report of a certain incident 

may appear which may call for no action Next day a report may appear 
in the Press with regard to the same incident which may immediately call 
for action So J beg to submit that the flrtrt Press report published here 

which T (inj uot act was so sketchv and do amazmglv vague and evasive 
that I could not possibly make it the bakis of an adjournment motion I 
instituted my own inquiries and T got my information As soon aa I got 
information on which I could base an adjournment motion I sent in nottco^ 
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of the motic»n I submit, therefore, that so far as the qu08tion, ol uiqgiiiioy 
18 concerned, 1 have not in any way placed myself beyond the purview pt 
that particular rule. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: Sir, I propose to deal briefly witiii 

the objections which I propose to raise to this motion In the first uistanoe» 
it refers to action taken by the local authorities to meet a sudden distur- 
bance of the peace That is a matter which quite obviously the Govern- 
ment of India could not themselves directly control, even if they so- 
desired, and it is not primarily their concern Consequently I submit that 
no general question of policy is involved, and that the subject-matter of 
this motion could not properly or profitably be discussed in this House. 

The second point 'which I submit is this I have information that pro- 
ceedings are pending against three persons m respect of this disturbance 
and it 18 impossible to say what matters may not be involved m these dis- 
cussions The general question raised by the Honourable Member rawes 
issues which are almost certain to he in issue m a court of law Therefore, 
the whole matter is definitcK under adjudication of the court of law and 
I submit, therefore, that on that ground, the motion is not in order 

Mr. President: Tlie point that T am not clear about is the use of troops 
for dispersing tlie crowd 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: Though I cannot speak with com- 
plete definitenes->, the report which I have received from the liOcal Govern- 
ment makes no reference whatsoever to the use of troops, and I think I 
am entitled to infer that troojis were note actually used and the matter uas 
dealt with solel\ by the police force In any case, I submit, Sir, that if 
a disturhaiue is of a sufTicieiitlv sctious natuu* to require the use of troops — 
though I do not helie\e that in this ease such action was taken — the matter 
IS still one which under the law is definiteh within the competence 
and discretion of the Local Government Therefore, that does not raise 
an\ general question of polic\ in which the Government of India are pn- 
marily and immediately concerned 

Diwan Ohaman Lall (West Punjab Non-Muhammadan) May I ask 
whether trcxips were actually called out, though not employed? 

Mr. President: Will the Honourable Member get information whether 
the troops w'ere called out and whether they were used? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I will certainly get information on 
that point Nevertheless, I submit that, even if the troops #ere called 
out, that does not raise a definite matter of policy in which the Govern- 
ment of India as such is primarily concerned 

Mr. President: The question whether the Government of India is pn- 
manly concerned or not is not a question for the Chair: it is a question for 
the Governor General 

The Honourable Sir James Orersr: The matter is under the adjudication 
by a court of law* 

Mr. President: That is a point which applies to the first two matters 
I thinl; for two reasons I should take this matter up on Monday. One fa 
that I should like the House to make as much progress as possible in the 
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matter of the Finance Bill and see that the amendment at any rate are 
finished today That is my intention The second reason is that I should 
likt^, before 1 decide whether the motion is m order or not, to have in- 
formation on the question whether the troops were called out, and if so, 
whether they were used at all In this view, I piopose to pass orders on 
Monday, after heanng the Leader of the House again 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
PILGRUVrAGE TO THE HEDJAZ 

Mr. Prsiident; J have to inform the Assemblv that the following five 
Members have been elected to the Standing Comiriittee on Pilgrimage to 
♦he Hedjaz, namely 

1 Mr Fa/al Ibrahim Rahimtulla ' 

2 Haji Chaudhury Mohammad Ismail Khan 

8 iHaji Abdoola Haroon , 

4 Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur 
f) Raja Ghazanfar Ah Khan 


THE INDIAN FINANCE BILL 


Mr. President: The House will now resume fui-ther discu'^'^iun on the 
amendment of Mi Fa/al Ibrahim Rahimtulla* to Schedule I of the 
Finance Bill 

Pandit Hlrday Nath Kunzru (Agia Division Non-!Muhammadan 
Rural) Sir, I de«ire to accord nn support to the j>ropo8ition placed befoie 
this House by m\ Honourable friend Mr Fa/al Ibrahim Rahimtulla 
I do not propose to discuss this question on tecbnical giounds whicli 
r am not competent to go into I think that the question can be dealt 
with on general grounds and should be dealt wuth on those grounds 
which are intelligible to an\ ]a\mian 

My first reason for supporting Mr Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtulla’s pro- 
position IS, broadly speaking, a financial one The Honourable the Finance 
Member has told us that he is faced with a deficit of about 4,40 lakhs 
He 18 , however, asking us to vote taxation to the tune of 5,10 lakhs To 
the extent of 70 lakhs, Sir, he is asking us to vote taxation, not to cover 
any deficit, but to provide him with a surplus Now Sir, I can well 
undorsUnd that, m a big financial concern like the Goverament of 
India, it is necessary to have a maigm of safely But the circum- 
stimoes this year are of a special character The taxation that the 
Honourable Member asks us to agree to is not of a light nature Bo 
Rides, he has himself undertaken to institute inquiries with a view to 

•“In 8ch«duU 1 to the Bill the propoMd a^ndment No. 5 be omitted asd the 
RtibMqQaiit amandmeota be remunberea aec<Mrdiiifiy 
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reducing expenditure He has appointed $n to survey ttie expenditure 

of all departments and to submit a repoit as early as possible The question 
of Military expenditure is also to be considered further. If, we do not 
vote the duty on silver, which the Honourable Member asks us to agree 
to we shall leave him with an uncovered deficit of 30 lakhs. If the 
economies that are going to bo made are to be of n substantial charac 
ter, if w'e are to expect anything substantial from the retrenchment pi-o- 
pcsed b\ the Government of India, it cannot be contended that a sum of 
30 lakhs is too much to be covered by reductions m expenditure that 
nught be brought about as a result of the inquiries that have oeen al- 
i*'^ad} undertajeen b} the Gov^ernment of India, or that might be under 
taken in futuir T contend, Sir, therefore, that on strictK financial 
giounds it IS unnecessarj for us to support the duty on silver On the 
contraiy I think, Sir, that if this House re jects the dut\ and leaves the 
Honourable the Finance Member with a small deficit, he will perhaps he 
m a position to applv the screw more tightly to the department-^ con- 
cerned and be able to induce them more readily, than v^ould otherwis*' 
have been the CcSse, to agree to reduct’ons in expenditure Both, there- 
fore on financial giounds and as a matter of policv, I entireh approve 
tic fciirse which m\ Honourable friend, Mr Fa/al Ibrahim Rah mtulla, 
asks this House to adopt 

But Sn this matter doc-, not end hero The question of the im})osi- 
tion of n dut^ on sihei was consideied sometime ago m connection wuth 
tlie adoption of a gold standnul in India It was thought that the tale 
0 + ^-ilver in India w^oiild lead to a reduction m its price, and that the 
Government of India might well, in those cueunistances, take some action 
to protect itself Sir Basil Blackett pro|x>sed a dutv of 4 annas per 
ouriet in oidci to provide Government w’Uh a protected market and to 
H‘duce the cost of going over to the gold standard This, by the wav, 
drew fiom Mi Kisch the remark that the idea that a new' tax could 
leduce the cost of n measure v^as rather odd The matter, Sir, was consi- 
dered b\ the Currenc\ Commission presided over hv Sir Hilton Young 
The question, was then considered entireh m relation to the adoption of a 
gold standard, and I think it would be pertinent in this connection to 
point out the evidence g|iven bv Sir Arthur MeWatters who was Finan 
cial Secretarv then and who is Financial Secretarv today also^ on this 
point Asked whether he would be in favour of the imposition of a dutv 
on silver, he said 

'*I think It would be justified if the policv accepted is that we should work towards 
a Gold Standard Then and only then would it be deeirable to introduce anything m 
the nature of a duty on silver which was deliberately abandoned a* a result of the 
recommendations of the last Currency Committee " 

i s y the Committee of 1919 Now, the Honourable the Finance Member 
does Dot ask us to treat the measure proposed by him in relation to the 
ciirrenoy policy of the Government of India , he asks us to treat it os a 
revenue measure, and partly also m connection with the position of the 
Government of India as important holders of silver I think, Sir, that In 
view of the consideration given to this matter bv the Currency Com 
mittae and the evidence given by the Government of India’s own Fin 
Secretary, some more explanation is needed to justify the sfiver duty 
tiian has so far been given by mv Honourable fnend the Finance 
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Member If the poJiey of working for the adoption of a gold standard 
were accepted, then the aspect of affairs would be entirely changed, but 
if that IS not accepted, I contend Sir that we should have much 
stronger arguments placed before us than have been placed before us 
so far as by the Honourable the Finance Member to induce us to agree 
to the measure before the House 

Sir, if I were to stop here, the supporters of the silver duty, including 
my 'Honourable fnend the Finance Member, might say, “You are stand- 
ing m the way of the Government of India rendering financial assist 
tance to the Provincial Governments for the developinent *of the nation* 
building services" "We regard this duty" saad the Honourable Member in 
his budget speech, "principally in fact as a measure which will gfve us a mar- 
gin of revenue from which we shall be able to make a distribution to pro* 
Vinces^ after the forthcoming statutory revision to give them the funds 
which they require for nation-buildmg services" It must be. Sir, a source 
ot gratification to the House that the Honouiable the Finance Member 
IS already thinking of large questions of polic\, and desires to place the 
provinces m a position uhere they will be able to discharge their res- 
ponsibility to the masses who are committed to the’r charges But, Sir, 
dunngj the whole of this Session, whenever anv important questions 
either of policy or of finance were brought to the notice of m\ Honour- 
able friend opposite, his invariable replv was that ihe settlement of tho>e 
questions must await the settlement of the constitutional question. 
What 18 the reason, then, may I ask which compels the Honourable the 
I'lnanoe Member to bring foiward this important qia stion of policv apait 
from the settlement of the constitutional question M\ Honourable 
friend will admit that this is not a small matter The question of m- 
creaa ng the resources of the Provincial Governments and of a proper 
distribution of the revenues of the country between the Central and the 
Provincial Governments is undoubtedly a matter of the supremest im- 
portance, but if the Government of India have asked us U> wait so far 
for the publication of the results of inquiries instituted h\ them against 
the wishes of the coimtrv at large, may we not ask them to wait a little 
more before committing us to the course advocated by the Honourable rhe 
Finance Member? Let us look at the question of reforms and the 
settlemenl of the position of Provincial Governments relatively to the 
Government of India, as a whole The duty, if imposed now, would I 
Ihink, have to be permanent imless the buvers of silver are hereafter to 
be placed at a considerable disadvantage I think it is necessary, 
Bit , in a question of this magnitude, that we should wait and examine 
carefullv what alternative methods there are of satisf\ing the needs of the 
provinces and adjusting their relations to the Goveinment of India In 
any case there is no reason why we should hurry forward I think there- 
fore, Sir, that no harm will be done and that much rood may result 
if we postpone the consideration of this question, reject the dut;y at this 
stage and deal with the distribution of the financial resources of the country 
between Provincial and Central Governments at a later stage when we 
\^ould have much more materia] available to us than we have at the pre- 
sent time 

But what I have said, Sir, does not cover the whole of the case placed 
before us bv my Honourable friend the Finance Member His last argu 
ment in favour of the silver dutv proposed bv him was that in view 
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of the falling price of silver, the action suggested by the Government 
of ^ India would protect the interests of the masses which have been 
insistently advocated m this House oy Honourable Members on this side. 
But, Sir, what does the Honourable the Binance Member mean? I am 
sure he does not mean that the imposition of a duty on silver would stabi- 
lise its price I do not think that has been claimed by any advocate 
of the silver duty Many Honourable Members on this side have pointed 
out that no action taken bv the Government of India in this country alone 
can affect the world price of silver, and that, ultimately, the price of siilver 
m this country would be regulated bv the price of silver m the internal 
market It may therefore be expected to fluctuate in future as it has done 
]n the past The only difference that the duty would make in the case 
of India would be that the price of silver would be higher here by the 
extent of the duty proposed by the Government, but if the price of 
silver 18 not stabilised and it goes on following! the course pursued by 
Sliver in the world market, the duty does not protect the buyers of 
Sliver at any particular period of time, they stand to suffer losses in 
future as they have done in the jiast True, they will realise a little 
liigher price than they might otherwise have done, I ut it is necessary to 
point out that they would also have paid a higher price than they would 
otherwise have done as buyers of silvei We have still, however, to con- 
sider the question of those who have invested their saving’s m silver Sir, 
when this question was before the old Imperial Legislative Council n 
IPIO, Mr Gokhale pointed out that while the efficacy of the protectiwi 
which the Government of India professed to afford to the masses would 
have to be tested in future, the immediate result of the imposition of a 
duty would be to increase its price and that was the considei ation urged 
upon Government by more than one non-official Member I am free to 
lecogpise that the situation has changed since then m some important 
respects which have been pointed out by my Honourable fnend the Fin- 
ance Member in his budget speech, but the matter is of much f|r§ater 
importance than what I have said hdherto might lead Honourable Mem- 
bers to suppose This too was a question which was considered by the 
Hilton Young Currency Commission It examined the late Mr Benjamin 
Strong, Governor of the Federal Keserve Bank of the United States on 
this point I will read out to the House the reply given by Mr Strong 
t( a question put to him by the Commission “The attempt to raise the 
domestic price”, he said, “by the imposition of an import duty I-person- 
aliy believe, would fail Even if it did really maintain the domestic 
price, it would fail at a time of some adversity when a surplus of silver 
was offered, and then in fact the hardship upon the Indian people would 
1)6 the greatest But assuming, for the purposes of argument, that it 
helps to maintain the domestic price above the foreign price, it would Tiut 
the Government of India in a position of ensuring a price of silver for all 
tiipe” It may be, Sjr, that m time of ordinary afld local scarcity, the 
masses will be able to realise a better pnce for their silver than they would 
otherwise have done, but when adverse conditions prevail generally, when 
there is a country- wide famine or some other generil calaitiity forcing ths 
masses to sell their silver all over the country, I think the fear may be 
legitimately entertained that th© measure proposed by Government will 
fail to protect the interests of the masses and that the price ^ silver 
within the country will fall to the level prevailing outside in spite qf 
ihe duty 
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I know, that Mr Benjamin Strong was against the adoption of a gold 

^ standard in India and that we have therefore to take his views 
12 Noon certain amount of reserve Nevertheless, it seems to me 

tdiat the line of reasoning adopted by him was a sound one The pokey of 
the rm^oinment ma\ fail on a crucial occasion just when the need for safe* 
i;iMrding the interests of the masses is greatest 

Sji, 1 have alr#^nd} told the (House that the mam leason why I oppose 
the silver duty is a financial one and one of policy I do not base my 
entire case on the grounds I subsequently put forward, but I do think that 
the arguments which I ad\anced subsequently wnll strengthen the original 
unwillingness of the House to vote in favour of ohe silver duty Sir, I 
oppose the dut\ and support my friend Mr Fazal Ibrahim JRahimtulla’s 
fmotion 

The Honourable Sir Georgre Schuster (Finance Membei) Sii, before 
}ou allow this discussion to proceed, I wish to call the attention of the 
House to a point of older, or rather a technical point, to wdiich I must con 
fess that m\ own attention has just been called The effect, Sir, of tbiS 
amendment as it st.inds, — because this particulai item in the Schedule 
which w^e are discus'-ing has to be considered together with items 1 and 2 
of the Schedule, — would be not to cut out the dutv on silver altogether but 
to leave the ad valoiem duty of 15 pei cent on silver The effect 
of items 1 and 2 in the Schedule is to remo\e silvei from the free list 
and put it oil to the general 15 per cent lisc, and I think that point 
must have escaped the attention of' in\ Honourable friends opposite, just 
as, I must confess, it had escaped mj own I do not wish, Sii, to 
lake an) ad\antage of this technical point in preventing discussion of 
this proposal on its merits because, I thmk, the House washes to 
discuss the question as to whether the silver duty is to be removed al- 
together, and I think it w'ouJd be taking an unfair advantage if I were 
io stand on the technical difficult), and ask the House meiely to consi 
der the substitution of a 15 per cent ad valorem duty for the present 
fluty of 4 annas an ounce But I fhmk I ought to put the point before 
\ou, because these foimalities aie of importance and it wall be necessary 
to deal wath the matter in some w'av or other if this amendment is to 
have the* effect which, I believe, the Mover of the amendment intended .t 
to have 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Ohetty (Salem and Coimbatore cum North 
Arcot Non-Muhammadan Eural) Sir, with reference to the point of 
order raised by the Honourable the Finance Member, I would like to sub- 
mit this, that we are now considering the whole of Schedule I and the 
House has not yet passed any individual item in that Schedule So if 
this amendment of my friend Mr Fazal Ibrahim RahimtuHa is carried, 
then the log’cal sequence of that wonid be to make the consequential amend- 
ments m the other sections of Schedule I, and therefore I do not think 
that that will stand in the way of the House giving a verdict on the 
amendment of my friend Mr Fazal Ibrahim BahimtuUd 

The Honourable Sir George Sehuater^ It is xjuit© possible, Sir, that 
my friend Mr Chetty’s suggestion would be the simplest way of dealing 
with the matter But I should like a little more time to consider It 
mvselfi because in these technical matters one wants to consider all the 
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implications As I said before, I do not want m any way to prevent 
discussion of this amendment, and I think, if you, Sir, were to give a ruling 
that soipae method must be found of regularising the position if this amend- 
ment should be passed, that would probably be the best way of dealing 
with the situation at the moment T merely wanted to let you know, Sir, 
that this point is not covered by the amendment as it stands, and I leave 
it to vou to decide what is the best way of regularising this apparent 
irregularity 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas (Indian Merchants’ Chamber Indian 
Commerce) It strikes me. Sir, that no ruling is necessary at this stage 
If this amendment of my friend is passed, the consequential amendment, 
to my mind, wouM be the omission of items 1 and 2 in Schedule I 

Mr. President: We have already pas«^ed over items 1 and 2 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: No, Su, ^ou have not put them from 
the Chair We came to consider Schedule I, and onl\ amendments have 
so far been taken 

Mr President Amendments to items I and 2 cannot be made nov. , 
because we have already gone beyond that 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: Sir, there are no amendments to 
1 and 2 But there is another \\a> out of the difficulty When the 
Chair puts the whole Schedule to the vote, the Chair may be pleased 
to put each item to the vote I expect the Honourable the Finance Mem- 
ber will agree that there is no question of ruling on this point, but it is 
good of him to have drawn the attention of the House to the point 

Mr. President: I suppose some way will have to be found out What 
is the object of the present amendment? The object is 

Mr. Fazai Ibrahim Rahlmtulla (Bombay Central Division Muham- 
madan Kural) The object is to delete the }>resent duty proposed by 
Government 

Mr, President: If the amendment is carried, the effixt of it wiH be 
to delete the duty on silver 

Mr. Fazai Ibrahim KahimtuUa: ^es, Hu, the new dutv propf-sed 

Mr. President: This can be so, if items 1 and 2 aie also deleted. 

Mir. Fazai Ibrahim Rahimtulla: If my amendment is carried, then the 
deletion of items 1 and 2 will be necessary 

The Sonourable ffir deorge Schuster: l might explain my point by 
saying that, as matters stand, the deletion of items 1 and 2 could hot be 
regarded aa strictly “consequential” on the passing of this amendment, 
but I am quite prepared to say. Sir, that I would accept the view of the 
situation, that if this amendment is passed the deletion of those two itema 
shall be regarded aa a consequential amendment. I leave it to you> Sir, 
to deal with the matter m whatever way you think best In my own 
view, however, the course which I have just indicated would be better than 
that each item of the Schedule should be put separately, because alter 
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all we shall have considered all the items m the course of dealing with the 
vanous amendments But, as I said, I leave this question to decide in 
whatever way you think proper 

Sir Purshotamdag Thaktirdaa: Sir, I propose to speak on this question 
not from the point of view that my fnend Pandit Kunzm has dealt with, 
because I have already expressed my views on that aspect of the subject 
I would like, iSlr, to concentrate on the question whether it is desirable 
to impose this import duty on silver, and whether that import duty is hkelv 
to serve the one object whach I take it is the object of this side of the 
House, namely, to prevent the deterioration and further depreciation of 
=^i]ver holdings of the masses of India 

Mr. President: I think I must say a few words on the question raised 
by the Honourable the Finance Member I will allow discussion on this 
amendment to proceed on the basis that the acceptance of this amend- 
ment by the House would mean the deletion of the extra dutv on silver 
proposed to be imposed by the Bill, and I will allow at the third reading 
consequent!})! amendments to be made as a result of the acceptance ot 
this rsrticular amendment In that case it will not be open to Govern- 
ment to oppose those consequential amendments 

Sir Purshotamdag Thakur das : 1 was saying, 8 ii, that the chief justi- 
fication tor the import duty, according to Members on this side of the 
House, 18 whether it will prevent further depreciation of the silver holding 
Df the masses In the short notice question which I put earlier in the 
Session, the Honourable the Finance Member agreed to consider this at 
i private conference between the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition 
md myself on one side and himself on the other At these meetings 
vhich we had — they were at least two — the question was fully discussed, 
md I believe the Honourable the Finance Member got into touch with 
;he mam markets to find out whether it w^as possible to arrange for a 
lonferenoe betw'een the representatives of the mam producing countries 
)r interests and the Government of India, with a view to devise a method 
)f marketing silver for the next few jears in a manner which would 
prevent further slump m silver prices From what the Honourable the 
Finance Member has said m hie budget speech, it must be clear to the 
House that he does not believe that much good can come out of any 
iuch negotiations He has said that, if there is any inclination tow^ards 
an^ such arrangement, the Government of India are prepared to assist, 
but I do not think thal he gives us much hope of such action being 
fruitful I mvself feel that, under the peculiar circumstances m which 
India 18 at present, and the peculiar wav in which the masses of India 
are placed, it would have been much more useful to all, including the 
Government of India, if such a conference as T indicated earlier in the 
^ssioD, were feasible and could have been brought about But I think 
oday we have to proceed on the assumption, which the Finance Member 
lae made, that it is not feasible to expect much from such a conference 
iven if it can be arranged I am afraid I am not m a position to indicate 
to him, at any rate t^ay, how such a conference can be arranged and 
[ propose therefore to take it for granted today, and, for the purpose of 
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the consideration of the Finance Bill, that perhaps nothing useful will be 
achieved by a conference of this nature, even if it can be convened 

This leads me then to the second point which I mentioned, and, before 
I deal with that, I wish to ask the Finance Member one question m con- 
nection with an important detail of this taxation The taxation as it is 
sought to be imposed now, I must admit, is a more complete and more 
thorough going and self-contained measure than it was when it was imposed 
In 1911-12 The Honourable Member proposes to include, for the purpose 
of this taxation, an excise duty on the silver production of Burma He 
proposes further to exclude silver which is used as raw material in the 
manufacture of gold and silver thread, by increasing the import duty 
on these articles from 30 to 38 per cent 'Ihese two measures, which 
he has agieed to, make this silvci dut^ less objectionable than it was m 
1911-12 He further proposes not to disturb India as a market for distri 
bution of silver, by providing foi refund of the import duty on siKer 
which IS re-exported from In^a This also removes an objection which 
was vei\ stiongl\ urged in Til 1-12 The question w'hich T wish to ask the 
Fin.ince Member is how he pioposes to deal with impoits of silver from 
across the border by hnd, ,ind how he proposes tc deal with expoits of 
silvei from India across that same border to sa>, Afghanistan and other 
countnes m the north I hope that he will see that, with an jncidence 
of more than 20 per cent , as this dut> wull mean, it may mean serious 
smuggling from that fiontiei if nothing clear is provided law m this 
connection I wonder whether the Honouiable the Finance Member 
wishes to iepl> to me now, bv interruption, or prefers to deal with this 
w'hen ho gets up to syieak on this motion But T wish to indicate to him 
•that it is necessary for him to tell us how this particular aspect would 
be dealt with if this silver dut} was approved of by this House 

fsow, 8ir, the main aspect theiefore how this silver duty will affect the 
masses of India Government sa^ that it is now quite clear that silver 
can no longer be looked upon as a precious metal One of the strongest 
objections to the import duty on silver in 1911-12 was that the Govern- 
ment were levying a duty on one of the two precious metals of the world, 
gold and silver From that exalted position this metal — silver — has* 
according to Government now been completely dislodged^ It has been 
-dislodged in the sense that countnes which can help it are givmg up 
silver as a precious metal for their currency purposes and are going on 
to gold. In India although we have the silver rupee, for all practical 
rnirposes, the Government of India appear to have reconciled themselves 
to this, that silver must now be looked upon not as a precious metal but 
as a commodity In fact, I understand that they would like the masses 
of India to look upon silver as the} look upon, shall, we say, brass, copper, 
tin or any other basei metal If that is so, I think that there may be 
some justification for this import duty As coming from the Government, 
this measure is a sure indication to the masses that silver no longer holds 
the field with gold as a precious metal One may, on that ground, 
tigree to an import duty on silver if one feels confident that the masses 
are m a position to realise the significance of this impc«:t duty and take 
to something else I Vould like to quote here the words of no less an 
authority than Sir Malocdm Hailey about whose happiness of expression 
of viewB Very few have any doubt Sir, Sir Malcolm Hailey speaking on 
a motion in March 1921 when it was sought to reimpose tl>6 silver duty 
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which he on behalf of the Government objected to said the following I am 
reading from the Proceedings of 19th March 1921, page 1335 He said 

“W(* wera than to’d, as Dr Gour has told us again jUst now, that we were taxing 
tlu' <?aMrigs of the poor man lb ha#, it is true long been a charge against India, a 
charge (eitairily levied against India by Europeans fiom tlie 17th century onwards, 
that it IS a pit for the precious metals A Jong succession of economists has deploied 
tlic Tiidnn habit of hoarding the precious metals As a matter of p ne economics they 
ueip undoubtedly correct, but the circumstances of India require that eve should apply 
‘'Orne qualification to this condemnation If metal is hoarded, it does not necessanlv 
follow that the metal so hoarded is a luxuiy I will admit that foi the European 
siUer IS a luxury, for the richer Indian, except in so fai as he seeks to meet the 
absolute necessities of ceremonial occasions, silvei is a luxuiy , but is it a luxuiy tor 
the pool man ^ He has no hanking facilities, he s nob sufficiently educated to have- 
acquired the Savings Bank habit, and until he improves sufficiently by education to 
appreciate the investment habit or until we can pi ovule him with the necessary banking 
facilities, silver and gold aie piactically his only means of banking To that extent 
at all events silver is not leillv a luxuiy and 1 would deprecale any attempt to 
decide the immediate issue before us — a tariff issue — on the supposition that we are 
taxing a luxury pure and simple ” 

Sit, these woids of Sii M.ilcoim Hailey put torwaid the leal leason 
for the hesitation of many on this side of the House regarding the advis- 
ability of reimposing this silvei duty 1 readily lecognise that the Honoui- 
abie the binanco Meiubci has initiated measiues which art likely to 
insure subst.nitial efforts in the direction of securing to the people and the 
masses facilities as early as circumstances will peiinit to enable them 
to bank thc^r savings Hut, Sir, those facilities cannot possibly tome into 
opeiation within the next year, or even tw'o >ears The question, therefore, 
that strikes one is, it silver is to be taxed m order to iinpiess on the 
people that it is no longer a precious metal which the people can rely 
upon for stability, what are the people of India to turn to ^ The obvious 
reply to my nimd, Sir, can only be one, namely, gold Gold is the one 
metal winch the people can safely rely upon where their savings will not 
depreciate If, Sir, the savings of the vast masses of India were m such 
figures as to justify their purchase of a metal which sells at round about 
Its 22 per tola against silver which today is less than eight annas per 
tola, one may say, let us ensure wide publicity and dissuade fhe masses from 
using silver as a metal m which to keep their savings But the difference, 
Sir, betw'een eight annas a tola, or less than eight annas a tola, and 
Its 22 a tola m rather great , the* customs and habits of the masses and 
of the womenfolk are such that they cannot change thear usages lightly 
I therefore feel that the duty which is sought t6 be imposed upon silver, 
whilst it may artificially appreciate the price of silver m India, is not likely 
to lend to the results which the Honourable the Finance Member expects, 
nameh , divert the attention of the people from silver ns a means of keeping 
their savings T am therefore afraid that it cannot be gainsaid that this 
18 a tax on the savings of the maasee of India If the Honourable the 
Finance Member can give us any indication as to how he proposes to 
proykte an effective substitute for the masses in which they can keep their 
savings in preference to silver, one may concede that this duty has some 
lustifiCfttion But those, who have been thinking over this problem for 
months now, have* not been able to find any such Effective substitute, and 
T, therefore, feel that, as far as the next year, or two years, is concerned, 
this is sure to be a tax on tiie savings of the masses of India For these 
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reasons, my electorate, the Indian Merchants’ Chamber, have come to the- 
conolusion that it is not desirable to agree to this import duty on silver 
and I support this amendment 

♦Mr. E. K. Shanmukham Obetty: Sir, the temiorary reason which has 
induced the Honourable the Finance Member to reimpose the duty of 
tour annas per ounce on silver is, as he himself pointed out in his budget 
speech, to improve our credit bv displaying a stiong financial position in. 
the world That is his temporary object, but incidentally he says he will 
appreciate the savings of the masses m silver and also give a protected 
market to the (Government of India itself to hold large quantities of silver 
Well, 8 ir, it the object ot the Honourable the Finance Membei is to show 
a suiplus 111 the current \eai s IGudget and thereby improve our credit, thfii 
T would submit that he has turned his attention to a \eiy unfortunate duty 
indeed I share with mv Honourable tnend Sir Pursliotaindaa Thakurd is 
that in opposing this dut\ , T do so wuth some feelings of hesitation Theie 
certainh is the argument that this duty will appreciate the hoarding of th‘^ 
masses m silver but the arguments, that have been advanced, and there 
aie nob many arguments against it, in the coiuse of the debate, are so- 
stiong that it must make tlie Honourable the Finance Member and this 
House considei this inattei more deeply befoie agreeing to the imposition 
of this duty Sir, the Honourable the Finance Member wants that the 
masses of India should realise th<it silver is no more a precious metak This 
piocess of the lealisation on the pait of the masses of India in this direction 
Will be accentuated if the Government of India wall first realise that silver 
18 not a precious metal and the proof of that realisation would be for them 
not to lelv upon silver bullion as a covering for the paper currency reserve 
but to replace it entirely with gold (Hear, hear ) So long as Government 
have got KX) cioies of silvei rupees m the Paper Currency Keserve and 
would want us to believe that, m estimating the adequacN of the Paper 
Curj^ency Heserve, we must take into consideration the silver bullion also, 
so long as that is the point of view of the Government, it is no w^onder tl^it 
the masses of India should still cling to the belief that silver is a precious 
metal and a metal m which the savings can be invested Sir, this question 
cf the imposition of silver duty, as I pointed out in my budget speech is 
mixed up with the question of gold standaid, of leplacing the silver bullion' 
111 the Paper Cuirency Reserve b\ gold and I think that this is not the 
proper occasion when, just to enable the Honourable the Finance Member 
to strengthen his position by showing a surplus m his Budget, we must lie 
stampeded into giving our consent to the imposition of this silver duty. 
My Honourable friend says in his budget speech that the proceeds of thia 
dut> will be utilised by him to finance the provinces in their undertakings 
in the nation-buildmg departments The object is certainly a very 
one, but m executing that object, he would find that he is faced with v^ry 
many difficulties Sir, to m\ mind the responsibility of the Government of 
India m finding money for the Provincial Governments is of a more com- 
plicated nature than whnt one would imagine 'at the first instance It is 
not enough if the Government of India find new soumes of taxation and" 
undertake to distribute the proceeds of those taxes' to the Provincial Gov- 
emtnents We will be driven back once again to the very unwholesome^ 
practice that prevailed in the past of meeting out doles to the pro■vince 8 ^, 
and the moment you have got m the coffers of the Government of Indif^r 
surplus mon^ and consider schemes of distributing these to the provinces, 
you are faced with the Various claims of the jirovihees, and the mvariablo 

^Speech revised by the Honcmnible Member. 
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result 18 that ever> province complains that it has been treated unfairly 
The riffht way of enabling the provinces to find money for spending on the 
nation -DU ilding departments is to transfer to the provinces flexible sources 
of revenue, which will enable them to raise money, and not for the Gov- 
ernment of India to set apart the proceeds of its taxation to be distributed 
amongst the provinces This problem, since it is so complicated, is one 
which ought to be considered apart from the mere question of balancing the 
Budget The Honourable the Finance Member m his speech to the F^era- 
tion of Indian Chambers of Commerce, said 

“This 18 one erf the questions on which I feel that I must pay attention and give 
weight to strong expressions of opinion from commerce and industry in India ” 

I hope he will act up to what he said to the Fedeiation and give up tins 
proposal of an imposition of duty on silvei 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, although the speeches on this 
measure have been few, the arguments advanced have been of a concen 
trated and closely reasoned nature, and perhaps require some moie time 
than usual for reply I will deal with the arguments of the three speakers 
who have given us their views this morning M) Honourable friend Pandit 
Kunziu based his principal objection I think on the fact that we do not 
requiie this revenue on financial grounds He w'ould rather leave us with 
u deficit of 30 lakhs and force us to search for economies than give us an\ - 
thing that looks like providing a surplus With that general argument T 
shall hope to deal later But I would like to make the position clear at 
the outset Although on the estimates, as I have put them before the 
House, I do show a surplus of 70 lakhs, I feel that I am m the position of 
one who is asking for some sort of an insurance fund which is very definite- 
ly needed It is not a surplus in the sense that it is surplus to our requiie- 
ments We are facing a period of uncertainty and xf Honourable Members 
will go through in detail our basic estimates of revenue before w^e come to 
tbe additions which the new taxation will give us, I think they will find 
n number of items on which they might well criticise me as having inserted 
too optimistic a figure It is quite true that it might be argued that the 
yield of the extra taxes which I have estimated for is estimated on a 
conservative basis But the position which I want to emphasise to this 
House with all the seriousness at my command is that, taking the Budget 
as a whole, the estimates are not under the mark, and that to face such a 
year as we are now facing with a possible surplus of onl^ 70 lakhs is not 
asking this House to provide us with more money than is really required 
to deal with the existing situation I will revert to that argument again, 
because I wish to make clear to the House what I have in mind for the 
application of the surplus, if by good fortune we should realise it But 
the point that I must insist on is that it is the actual needs of the situation 
and not these possibilities of Ihe future which furnish the real justification 
for my demand for this additional revenue 

Then, Sir, my Honourable friend also referred to the evidence of Sir 
Arthur MoWatters, given ten years ago, and tried to link up my present 
proposal with arguments concerned with the adoption of a gold standard 
To some extent that position has been met by what fell from the next 
speaker. Sir Burshotamdas Thakurdaa I think he recognises that we are 
dealing now with a different situation. We are not considering this pro- 
posal m any sort ol relation to proposals for the establishment of a gold 
standard Times are changing and the importance of silver as a medium 
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of currency is steadily diminishing That is a movement which is going on 
all over the world, and m our present proposals we are, I think, facing 
thr realities of the situ)ition I fullv admit that we are defimtely treating 
silver as an ordinary commodity, and I ask the House to accept it that 
that 18 really the right way in which to regard silver Fbr that reason I 
need not, I think, deal more fully with that particular line of argument 
and I do not intend eithei to go fully into answering what my Honourable 
friend quoted from the evidence of Mr Benjamin Strong We are not 
attempting now permanently to maintain the internal value of silver at any 
particular level The effect of oui measure in this respect can only be a 
moderate one But it certainly does have the effect of improving the 
internal value of silver as compared with its world value, and that effect 
18 already fully evident in the actual Bombay quotations I recognise that 
that only goes a small way to meet the needs of the case if we are considei 
ing the desirability of maintaining the value of the investments of the great 
masses of the people But because it onh goes a small wav, I do not 
think that, on that giound, we should reject it I agree with Mr Benjamin 
Stiong that if we attempted to go further than that, we should probably 
fail, and therefoie we have Contented ourselves with quite a moderate 
measure 

Now, Sir, turning to what was said by mv Honourable friend Sir 
Purshotamdas Thakiirdas, he indicated that he might have been able to 
support this measure and he could have found justification for supporting 
it, if it could be represented as something that was going to prevent 
deterioration m the value of the hoardings of the masses I ask him at 
least to recognise that it has some effect m that direction 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: Verv temporaiv, at the best 

The Honourable S*»t George Schuster: Well, Sir, whether it is tern- 
porary or not in regard to the woild situation is a question which none of 
us can answer, but it must have a permanent effect as regards the relative 
values of silver in India and silver outside M\ Honourable friend referred 
also to other measures which might have an effect on the value of silver, 
such as a combination between the producing interests As he knows, I 
was fully desirous of following up that particular suggestion, and w^e have 
thrown out an invitation to the world that we w'ould be ready to co-operate 
m any arrangement for regulating sales of silver But I agree with my 
Honourable friend that, in the circumstances, I should be deceiving the 
House if I represented that I thought that such an arrangement can be, 
or is likely to be, verv effective In saying this, however, I do not mean 
that we will not continue to pursue this idea and to do all that we can 
in that particular direction 

My Honourable fnend asked me a particular question as regards im- 
ports by land I can only tell him at the present moment that that is 
having our full consideration I recognise that it is going to be a difficulty 
Then, Sir, 

Sir Piirsho toind aa Thaketrdas: Bo I take it that this measure is to ho 
put through without dealing with that aspect of it^ 

The Honourable SVr George Schuster: I do not exactly know what my 
Honourable friend means by “without dealing with that aspect ol it' . 
We shall have to take, of course, measures for prevention of smuggling on 
all frontiers and those measures have our consideration I do not know 
what, therefore, I xjan say further 
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Sir Purahotamdas Thakurdas . What I want to know is whether there 
IS a customs barrier at all on that side of the country and if so, whether 
this duty will be collected on that land barrier 

The Honourable S’jr George Schuster :lf it is found — and it will be our 
business to ascertain whether imports on a large scale come across any 
land frontier — if it is found that they are coming across on a large scale, 
(dnioush we ‘^hall liave to deal with the matter 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : Do T then take it that (Tovernment wish 
to ( arrv this measure through, if tbev c*tn, without anticipating that ^ 
With a 20 per cent duty, aie Government likely to pre\ent effectively im- 
j)orts from the other side*’ 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I have to point out that we have 
not }et carried this measure through We are considering the matter and 
I can promise him that it will he dealt with in <i busiuess-like W'a\ 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: By executive oider of the Government? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I do not think I am called upon 
t(j sa's an> more th ui what 1 have <ilready stated I promise my friend to 
consider this m.itter It is a matter winch on each frontier involves different 
considerations, and f should ha\e to go into a great deal of detail I think 
it buthcient it I k<i\ that the mutter h«is oui attention and I think we can 
promise to deal effecti\cl\ with it it it becomes an abuse on a large sca'e. 

Sir, my Honourable friend concluded bv referring to the arguments used 
()\ Sir Malcolm Hailev m 1921 I was prepared to have those arguments 
brought up against me But I would su} — and I think the speaker him- 
self recognised the tact — that we aic living m changed times and that we 
are now dealing with a bituation which is quite different from that w'hich 
existed m 1921 It has been represented, and Sir Malcolm Hailey was 
quoted in support of this xiew, it has been represented that this tax is a 
tax on the savings of the people, of the poor man I have looked upon it 
from quite a different angle I have looked upon it, so far 
as it affects the savings of the poor man, as a measure which 
will tend to improve the value of the existing savings, and if 
it is a tax at all, it is a tax which imposes possibly some sort 
of obstacle on the poor man investing more money in silver It is not 
a tax on his existing savings It has exactly the opposite effect to that It 
definitely improves the value of those existing savings Now, my Honour- 
able fnend said that it is useless for us to attempt to divert the attention, of 
the poor from putting their monej into silver until we have some other form 
of investments to put before them I think, if we were to wait until every 
measure was perfected, it would be very difficult to proceed at all. What 
1 feel on this particular aspect of the subject is that, taking a long view, 
it is desirable that there should be a gradual diversion of the savings of 
the masses from the so-called precious metals, a diversion of those savings 
into productive employment That would be the advantage not only 
of the poor themselves but also to the country as a whole This measure 
may give a push m that direction, and I do not claim that it can be very 
much more tban that On the other side I would point out that Ojpportuni- 
ties are available already for the investment of such savings in Post Offioo 
Cash Certificates Those have already found a hold Opportuiuties are 
also available for depositing money in co*^operative societies which are 
steadily developing JBoth these outlets for savings are capable of much 
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gie^ter development and I was pleased ^nyself to hear one particular sug- 
:gestion which was made in the course of the general discussion of Jhe 
Budget, that we should offer a Post Office Cash Certificate of a smaller 
denomination than at present, so that there will be something more easily 
obtainable by the very poor man I think there is a great deal than can 
be done m that direction, and, considering the steps that have been, taken 
as regards banking inquiry and all the other steps which w^e have under 
consideration, I am sure my Honourable friend will not accuse me of being 
-dilatory in this particular direction 

Sir, mv Honourable friend, Mr Chetty, presented mv case m a different 
way He said that my primary object was to raise a margin of revenue 
m order to improve the credit of the country and that the provision of a 
protected market for the sale of our owm silver and the improvement of the 
value of the holdings of the masses w'ere subsidiary objects I do not much 
care in which order these particular objects are placed But perhaps I am 
prepared to accept my Honourable friend's appreciation of the situation 
I am in some difficulty m answering all the arguments because there are 
so manv advantages that are present to my mind in this proposal It is 
of LiHirse clear that, if on the one side I sav it is going to give me a 
surplus for new objects, then on the other side I may be accused of asking 
for more money than I actualH want I hope I have made my position cleai 
in that respect But before t close, I vant to say something about those 
further objects 1 have also gained the impression that a certain amount cf 
the opposition to this measure is based not so much on the measure itself, 
but because our critics w'ould desire to see the Government taking some 
other form of action for mamtammg the vilue of siher, and not only that, 
but also because thcj/ object to w^hat has alreadv been done as regards the 
sale of silver Now, as regards other measures for maintaining the value 
of silver, what is present in cvervbody’s mmd is that the Goveinment them- 
selves should cease from selling silver That is a matter on which, in that 
speech which m> Honourable fnend, Mr Chetty, quoted, 1 said I would be 
prepared to give full weight to representative unofficial opinion m the 
country, but 1 would ask Honourable Members to realise that there aro 
two sides to the question Indeed I find the position of public opinion on 
this matter rather a curious one Here w^e aro m India possessing one of 
the largest consuming markets for silver, and here is the Government of 
India unfortunately in possession of a great deal of silver surplus to its 
requirements Now we have heard many aiguments about India being 
self-supporting in other matters, — salt, for example, and industry of all 
kinds Is it a very extraordinary proposition, is it a proposition which 
justifies accusations almost of “robbery'', that the Government should try 
to put itself m the position of satisfying, out of its own surplus holdings, 
India's own demand for silver? I should have thought, in ordinjuy cir- 
cumstances, that that w^as a measure which would have commended itself 
to practically everybody in this House After all the Government do not 
Tepresent interests distinct from, and hostile to, the people. Government 
represent the public interest (A voice “Question”) We have this 
silver to dispose* of;, the people of India want silver, is it unreasonable 
that w© s^uld try to put ourselves m the position of directly satigfvinff 
tHi#de rfeeds? And I want tp point this out to those who obieet to our 
present p^oppsal ae diverting us from the poHoy which they waht us to 
pursue iJndPubtedly the effect of providing burselves with our owu pro- 
tected market--and ^ accept this— will be to' provide a special reason for 
^ own sales iti India to the direSt advantage of the Ipdii^ 
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Now, to turn to the actual facts of the situation, I have already given 
the House figures to show what has been the result of our sales hitherto. 
We have sold — I will repeat the figures because I think it is so important 
that they should be understood — ^we have sold, m the last three and a half 
years, 67 million ounces of silver at an average price of ]U8t over 26^d on 
ounce Silver today in the world stands at ]ust over 19d The lowest 

price at which we ever sold silver is about 22 Jd We have not therefore 
been responsible at all for the recent fall We have sold no refined silver 
at all in the market since 13th December Durmg these 3J ^ears, we have 
disposed of silver which was obviously surplus to Government’s require- 
ments, because we .still hold, as my Honourable fnend Mr Chetty himself 
has said, far more silver in our Paper Currency Beserve than we ought to 
hold We have sold the surplus silver at a price which is more than 6d an 
ounce hither than what we could realise for it today It is said that we our- 
selves have been responsible very largely for that fall in price But I 
maintain that our sales have been conducted with great discretion, and 
that we have not been responsible for that fall I admit that India has 
been an important factor in the market, we could not help being an im- 
portant factor in the market because it is within the knowledge of everyone 
that we do hold large stocks, and that rupees are steadily coming back from 
circulation to Government treasuries That knowledge must have been a 
“bear” factor m the world’s silver market We cannot do anything to 
help it, it 18 a world tendency that is going on, and w^hether we had sold 
01 not, our position would undoubtedly have tended to depiess silver prices 
in the world Well, if that is the case, and if, by anticipating what has 
happened, we have realised for the public benefit on a matter of 67 million 
ounces a profit, a price higher by 6d an ounce, than what we could realise 
today, I think we can at least claim that that policy has been in the 
interests of the country But I am told that that policy would be accept- 
able to this House if Government had used the proceeds for building up its 
gold reserves or its reserves m gold securities We are told, “Instead of 
that, you simply use all this money for satisfying the Secretary of State” 
Obviously that is what has happened The money has been converted into 
gvild securities and has, shortly after that, been realised, and used for meet- 
ing commitments m London But I think Honourable Members should 
go a bit further and consider w^hat really has been the effect of that It 
has not gone in meeting current expenditure at all If Honourable Mem- 
bers recollect what I said in my budget speech last year, in reviewing the 
ways and means, position of the Government, I pomted out that, in the 
five years from 1923 to 1928, the Government of India had met, in capital 
expenditure in London, a total sum of £364 million more than the net 
increase in its sterling debt We ha-ve been all the time in the last few 
years incurring capital expenditure in London without corresponding 
borrowings against it, and I made it clear to the House that that process 
could not go on We have been living on reserves, and that is where the 
proceeds of these silver sales have ^ne If you follow out the position and 
go into those figures to which my Honourable friend Mr Birla referred in 
ins speech on another matter, if you trace how the holdings in sterling 
securities m the Paper Currency Reserve have decreased, you will find that 
that decrease has been far mc«re than balanced by genuine productive 
capital expenditure undertaken m sterling, ^ It has not been merely a 
matter of bolstering up exchange The Government in fact — ^you may put 
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expecting from its oidinary remittances to cover not only its recuwent 
expenditure, but also its capital expenditure, its new capital expenditure 
in London By making that demand, it has been necessary to draw upon 
the Paper Currency Beserve I am not saying that that is altogether a 
desirable result It is not, because the Paper Currency Beserve is there 
for a certain purpose, and I, in justification of sterling borrowing, have 
always said that, when we incur capital expenditure abroad, we ought 1.0 
increase our own capital to meet it But still, if you are considering what 
has happened to India, and whether the position has been weakened or 
not, it is necessary to bear these facts in mind, and I might express the 
result simply in this way, that the million odd, which has been realised 
b> salts of silver, has ceased to be unproductive surplus silver lying in the 
treasuries of the Government of India, and has become locomotives, rails ^d 
railways, producing interest and materially improving the economic position 
of the country That is the result, and there has been no weakening of 
India’s position as the result of these transactions. On the contrary 
the economic position of the country has been strengthened, though I admit 
that the currency reserves have been weakened. 

Now, Sir, I am asked to give some undertaking as to Government’s 
future policy in regard to silver There is nothing that I should like better 
than to give such an undertaking, because I am always anxious to meet 
the views of Honourable Members opposite But I must consider my public 
lesponsibilities as well, and as we stand m possession of surplus stocks of 
silver I must recognise the fact that there maj. be times when, m the 
public interest, we ought to take steps to realise them My Honourable 
friend Mr Chetty himself has said so, he has accused us of keeping a 
hundred crores of silver com in our Paper Currency Beserve, and he would 
like to see them converted into gold But how can you convert them into 
gold without selling silver, and how can you do that without incurring the 
charge of, at least, contributing to the depression of the world price of 
silver? I am at a loss to understand how I could, consistently with my 
obligations and responsibilities for the finances of the country, give any 
permanent refusal to sell silver But, it may be said, “Government 
might do something short of that, let them say that they will not sell 
silver when it stands below 22d an ounce or some figure of that kind”. 
That at present might seem a reasonable request; hut we must face the 
realities of the situation, and if the permanent level of price of silver 
settles down at something much lower than 22d , must we keep out of 
the market for all time for that reason^ I think it would be very dangerouB 
for me to give any undertaking of that kind I am fully prepared to discuss 
this matter with any representative body in the country, and I should he 
very glad to have a conference on it and to go into all the aspects of the 
situation That indeed is necessary before I could give any undertaking, 
and I think it is also necessary in order that there may be an understand- 
ing on the other side of the realities of the situation In the meanwhile, I 
j y ^ do think that I may, with scane confidence, point to the past 
record of the Government We have conduoted, as I have said 
already, our sales with discretion, and when the i^rket became weak, we 
stopped sellmg at once We have sold nothing below a price of 22}d , and 
silver today iii the world stands at just over 19d, <md as I have said, we 
have sold no silver at all in the m.arket since the 18th of December. I 
think, Sir, that I am justified in claiming that, that giyee us awe right 
to ask the public to have confidence in us as to our future polrcv m the 
matter., 
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No^)v, Sir, to turn tc the other aspect of the' question, the general finaa^ 
eial aspect, — the statement of the case that we are asking for mcM'e money 
than we really require Now, I have many arguments, and I do not want to 
confuse those arguments, and that is why I selected for explanation at thi 
beginning of my speech the primary foundation of my position, namelv, 
that vve do, to deal vMth the present immediate situation, require some 
margin in reserve I made it clear that, whatever I had in mind as to the 
future application of the proceeds of this tax, providing there should be a 
surplus, that need would remain and would justify my present demand 
1 want to make that clear, and not to confuse that ground with what I am 
now going to suy But I do maintain that, when you go be\ond that 
ground and consider the pledges which I have given and the purpose which 
r have made clear to this House there arc verj special grounds for suppoit- 
mg Government when they ask for this money We have had man\ points 
put up m the course of this debate, man\ demands for reduction of duties, 
and in answer to some of them I have aheadv given definite undertakings 
We are ouiselves in this piesent Budget proposing a reduction in the o\' 
port duty on iice I want this' mone} to make it possible for me to 
afford to give this i eduction We are faced with the dis- 

appearanwj of our opium leveniie That every one knows about I want a 
margin to be available to meet the growing need which the gradual loss 
of this source of revenue will create I have been 

asked, and the demand has been pressed very strongly, that an 
income tax-reform should be introduced, allow'ing losses incurred 

in trading in any one year to be earned forward to the next year 
I have regarded myself as definitel} pledged to introduce this change as 
soon as I could feel certain that the Government’s financial position made 
it possible It mav mean, particularly when it is mtioduced at a time bke 
the present, a very substantial loss It can only be introduced gradiialK , 
picking up one yeai at a time, but if it is introduced now, it mav meian a 
very substantial loss If I am left without any margin of revenue, the pios 
pect of such a reform must be indefinitely postponed 

Then in this Budget we have already made a start, I admit it is a small 
start, to adopt measures for the encouragement of sugar production Th’s 
start 18 sufficient, because no scheme is yet ready to require more money, 
but I fully realise that much heavier demands may come upon us in the 
future for the encouragement of the sugar industry Indeed only yesterday 
the demand was put forward that the whole of the 180 lakhs v\hich we are 
getting from additional taxation ought to be reserved for measures for tlio 
improvement of sugar cultivation In that direction again advance will 
become quite impossible unless we have some margin 

Then again there is the question of strengthening the financial position 
of the provinces My friend Pandit HirdBy Nath Kunzru asked, why do the 
Government take this step when as regards every other step they say, ‘'Let 
us Wait until we get the Keport of th6 Statutory Commission” 1 agree 
that IS quiie a good point, but I would simply remind him of the fact that, 
for the moment, I want this margin to moef the immediate situation, but 
that it is an additional argument m favour of this taxation, that we have 
behind us definite purjioses which, I am dure, will commend themselves to 
this House and to everybody in the cotnMayf* For we know that constitu- 
tional reforms will have veiry little ohan^ of success unless mcftre gefierous 
provision of revenue can be made for the'provlnoes Now, I am noi going 
to be drawn mto any reply as to the constitutional difficulties of effecting 
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this distribution We all recognise the great difficulties that there will bo 
in devising a scheme whereby money, which is collected through the agency 
of the Central Government, shall bo distributed among the provinces We 
have got to face that It is* one of the essential problems of the situation, 
and I think Honourable Members will find that it will have been very fully 
considered m the Eeport of the Statutory Commission and in the particular 
section of the Eeport which will contain the recommendations of Mr Layton 
It remains as one of the great tasks before us next year to deal with that 
particular question The constitutional difficulties cannot be used as a valid 
argument against providing ourselves with funds But apart from the needs 
of the provinces, I see other needs which I am sure will commend themselves 
to this House Honourable Members know, because I have repeated it very 
often, what great hopes I hold for the results from the Banking Inquiry. 
There is no doubt that measures which we may wish to start as *a result 
of the Banking Inquiry and experiments which we may wish to have carried 
out will require money There are all sorts of needs of that kind 

I think, Sir, I have said enough on that subject to satisfy Honourable 
Members what is my purpose in asking for a financial measure which, if 
things go well, will put me in possession of a surplus But then another 
argument is brought foiwaid It is said, "If you g^'t this money before 
YOU want it, you are likely to be extravagant, you are not likely to resist 
demands from spendjing departments " Under that headmg also I regard 
myself as pledged as fully as I possibly can be, because we have promised 
to carry out this Eetrenchment Inquiry I have given this House the 
most solemn undertaking that, pending the further examination by this 
Inquiry, no extravagance of any kind will be permitted, and I would ask 
the House to accept that undertaking “But'" I may be told “all that 
you have told us simply amounts to promises” On such a statement, Sir, 
I do feel, that I am entitled to ask Honourable Members to go back over 
the speeches which I have made in this House, and to point out to me any 
single promise which I have made which I have not carried out * 

I have one more argument The Honourable Mr Chetty referred to 
my point about strengthemng India’s credit I do attach very great im- 
portance to that, and I hope Honourable Members may have noticed, m the 
past few days, a very encouraging improvement in the pnees of Indian 
sterling secunties in Loudon According to newspaper figures, which I 
saw this morning — I have not verified them yet oy direct telegrams — 
the Government of India 3^ per cents now stand at 67^ They have 
risen since early in March from 58 to 67^ Now, I do not claim all the 
credit for that It is largely due to the cheapening of money in London. 
But British Government securities have not nsen to anything hke the 
same extent Whereas per cent Bntish Conversion loan has nsen 
from 75^ to 77^, our 8^ per cent sterling loan has apparently come up 
from 68 to 67| That is a rise of 9^ pomts as comparecl with- th^ nse 
of 2 points in Bntish Secunties I do believe that, to swe ^ent, that 
favourable turn, in our credit in London has been due to the Budget 
containing strong financial proposals, and I would appeal to Honourable 
Members to take , no step now which may convey the Impression abroad 
that we are not out to take every possible step to maintain our financial 
position ' ' 

Beyond thi^, I would ask Honourable Members to read into this Budget 
an attempt to start in a constructive po^y of deirelopmeht. I 
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agree that the first steps are small, but I thick that in many depart- 
ments the mtention is very apparent and that policy cannot be carried 
out unless we have adequate funds. I would appeal to Honourable 
Members to trust my judgment in this matter and my judgment tells 
me this, — that this is the time to make a big move forward in strength- 
emng our financial position If we can put ourselves on a sound basis 
now, we can go forward undertaking in ever-moreasing measure that 
construotave programme which the country so badly needs If I might 
emulate my Honourable friend, Mr. Kelkar, and quote poetry, I would 
quote some very well known lines* 

‘‘There le a tide in the afiairs of men 
Which taken at the flood leads on to fortune. 

Omitted, al’ the voyage of their lives 
Is bound in shallows and in misery ** 

Now;, Sir, if we restrict our resources now, I look forward to a period 
v/hen all our efforts will be “bound m shallows and m misery", but if this 
House votes adequate funds, we shall have taken the turn of the tide, 
and, without any burden being felt by the country, will be able to 
advance to a programme of constructive work and great benefit 

Mr. Fraflldent: The question is 

“That m Schedule I to the Bill, the proposed amendment No 6 be omitted and 
the subsequent amendments be renumbered accordingly ** 

The Assembly divided • 


AYES— 49. 


Abdoola Haroon, Haji. 

Abdul Maim Ohaudhuiy, Maulvi 
Agnihotri, BIr K B L 
Aney, Mr M S 

Ayyangar, Mr K V IlangMwaini. 
Bhargava, Pandit Thakur Das 
Btrla, Mr Qhanshyam Das 
Ohaman Lall, Diwan 
Chettiyar, Rao Bahadur P T 
Kumaraswami 

Chetty, Mr R K Shanmukham 
Das, Mr. B 

Das, Pandit Nilakantha 

Dutt, Mr Amar Nath 

Parookhi, Mr Abdul Latif Saheb. 

Gour, Sir Hari Smgh 

Gulab Singh, Sardar 

Ismail Khan, Mr. Muhammad 

Iswar Saras, Munshi 

JehaiMfir. Sir Cowasji. 

Xdkar, Mi^ N 0. 

Kidwai, Sheikh Mushir Husain 
Kun^rp. Pandit Hirday Nath. 

Dahiri ChaUahui^t llfr D K. 
lAlohsfld Navidrai, lir. 

Malaviya, Pandit Krishna Kant. 


Mitra, Mr 8 0 
Mody, Mr H P 
Munshi, Mr Jehan^ K. 

Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi 
Sayyid 

Neogy, Mr K 0 
Pandya, Mr Vidya Sagar 
Patil, ]^o Bahapdur B L 
Prakasara, Mr T 
Purshotamdas Thakurdas, Sir 
RahimtuUa, Mr Fazal Ibrahim 
Rajan Bakhsh Shah, Khan Bahadur 
Makhdom Syed 
Rang Behari Lai, Lala. 

Rao, Mr G Sarvotham 
Reddi, Mr T N Ramakrishna 
Sarda, Rai Sahib Harbilas 
Shafee Daoodi, Maulvi Mohammad. 
Siddiqi, Mr Abdul Qadir 
Singh, Mr. Gaya Pra^ 

Sinha, Kumar Ganganaad 
Sinha, Mr Rajivaraujan Prasad 
Sitaramaraiu, W B 
Talatuley, Mr. S D. r 
, Venkatakrishpayya Chqudhri, Mr. P. 
Yakub, Maulvi Muhammad ' 
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Abdul Aziz, Khan Bahadur M^an. 
Abdul Qasynm, Nawab Sir Sahibaada. 
Alaxandar, Mr W 
Anwar-ul*Azixn> Mr 
Banar.ji, Mr l^narayan. 

Baum, Mr E F 

Bhuto, Mr W W Illahibakhsh 

Chattarjae, The Revd J 0 

Cocke, Sir Hugh 

Cosgrave, Mr W A 

Crawford, Colonel J D 

Crerar, Ihe Honourable Sir James 

DaJal, Dr R D 

Dutta, Rax Bahadur S C 

Ferrers, Mr V M 

French, Mr J 0 

Ghazanfar Ali Khan, Raja. 

Ghuznavi, Mr A H 

Qidney, Lieut -Colonel H A J 

Qwynne, Mr C W 

Hamilton, Mr K L B 

Hardy, Mr G S 

Heathcote, Mr L V 

Howell, Mr E B 

Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar 

Lamb, Mr W 8 
Lindsay, Sir Darcy 
Mitchell, Mr D G 


The motion was negatived 

Rai Bahadur S. 0. Dutta (Surma 
ladan) Sir, I beg to move * 


Mitra, The Honourable Sir Bhupaudra 
Nath 

Mitter, The Honourable Sir Brojendra. 
Montefldb, Mr JT 
Moore, Mr Arthur. 

Mukherjee, Rai Bahadur S 0 

Noyce, Sir Frank 

Pai, Mr A Upendra 

Parsons, Mr A A. L 

Rainy, The Honourable Sir George. 

Rajah, Rao Bahadur ML O 

Eau, Mr H Shankar 

Ray, Mr. K 0 

Sahi, Mr Ram Praahad Narayan 
Sams, Mr H A 

Sarfaraz Hussain Khan, Khan 
Bahadur 

Sarma, Mr R. 8 

Schuster, The Honourable Sir George 

Scott, Mr J Ramsay 

Shah Nawaz, Mian Mohammad 

Singh, Mr Adit Praaad 

Slater, Mr S H 

Suhrawardy, Dr A 

Sykes, Mr E F 

Tm THit, Mr 

Yamm Khan, Mr Muhammad 
Young, Mr G M. 

Ziauddm Ahmad, Dr 
Zulfiqar Ah Khan, Sir 


Valley cum Shillong Non-Muham- 


6 be omitted and the 


*‘In Schedule I to the Bill the proposed amendment No 
ibsequent amendments be renumbered accordingly " 


iir, item No 45 of Schedule II of the Indian Tanff Act levies a special 
uty of 11 per cent on cotton piece goods Item No 6 of Schedule 1 
f the Finance Bill proposes to omit that item No 45 in the Tanff Act , 
nd thereby apply 15 per cent ad valorem tariff for textiles to cotton 
lece-goods also My amendment proposes to retain the special duty oi 
1 per cent I find there is a section of non-oflBcial Members in this House 
v^ho are for raising this duty for protection purposes I wish to point 
.ut that, whatever variations they wish to make in this duty can b« 
nade appropriately m the other Bill, the protection Bill which we wer( 
liscussmg the other day The advantages will be this If my amend 
nent is allowed, then the tanff duty of 11 per cent will renifim per 
nanent, but if the House wants to make any change in the Tanff Bil 
ihat will come later on, the protection will be for fiiree years only, fOi 
it the end of that period there will be an enquiry into the necessity 
fer protection, t v^eh the Housle to bear this in mind, namely, that thi 
^ate of tanff protection Will be revised after the period of three yeaf^ 
So that, instead of making a permanent alteration in the tariff to li 
oer cent , it is better that^ the House should make a charge <mly for threi 
yeaijs, jf the House is so minded. Or if ^the House ap desires, it, can 
rtven under the pi?otection Bill, after referring it to the Selt^ Ckspamittee 

B 2 
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laifec the duty to 15 per cent without making any discriminating protec- 
fion, or accept the amendment of Panclit Madan Mohan. Malaviya» 
Put it 18 desirable that no permanent disturbance should be made m 
the tanff by this Bill, because as I pointed out in my speech yesterday, 
the effect of such a tariff is to perpetuate an evil and where it is a 
question of great losses to the consumer and comparatively smaller gam 
to the Government, the tanff should never be high 

I also wish the House to -realise that the existing sjstem of taxation 
presses unduly upon the poor as a large number of the necessanes of 
life are being taxed I find from the proposal of Government that they want 
to stabilise the financies These are not proposals of a temporarv nature 
The increase is not meant to be debited after a \ear or tw^o to meet the 
exigencies of the present financial situation,, but to stabilise the finances 
to meet provincial deficits Sir, the unsuitability of these present pro- 
posals to meet provincial deficits has been referred to by other Members 
I think the reference to it is unfortunate It is to be hoped that when 
provincial autonomy is realised, it will be done by dividing the sources 
of revenue betw^een the Central Government and the Provincial Govern- 
ments m such a wav that each would be free in its action as regards the 
sources of revenue, so that when the lines of division are drawn theie 
will be no further scope for doles from one to the other The very 
object of the Budget being not only to balance the Budget but also to 
keep a reserve so that they might contnbute something to the pio- 
vincial revenues, it is clear that Government wish to make these proposals 
permanent Sir, when the cotton duties were laised to 11 per cent it 
was hoped that the utmost limit was reached It is now found that 
that hope has been dashed to the ground 

Sir, since reference has been made to the provincial deficits and the 
need for replenishing the pioMncial revenues, I ask are there not alter- 
native sources of re\enue from which the provmcial finances can be re- 
plenished? Are there not other alternative sources of revenue at the 
disposal of the Government of India by which the Central revenues can. 
be replenished? I find that there are various suggestions in the Report 
of the Taxation Inquiry Committee Why are not these valuable sugges- 
tions being utilised? I refer to this because the tariff duties are still 
being raised higher and higher, following as it were the line of least 
resistance Because whenever an article is proposed to be taxed or the 
duty is proposed to be increased, there happen to be some producers of 
that oommc^ity in the country who think it their duty to support it 
on the ground of affording protection Sir, it is necessary that the 
conscience of Government should be roused and the conscience of the 
House also should be roused to find alternative remedies instead of 
laying the burden on the poor Why not widen the basis of income-tax 
so that the net income from all investments may be taxed? That would 
relieve the financial difficulties of Government and at the same time 
Govemipent will be in a position to give reli0f &96n in the matter of 
inoome-iax by raising the minimum amount that should be free* and also 
reducing the rates .pf income-tax* ? 

Then again, as reference has been made to tHe needs of the .piovlnoes^, 
why not equalise tha ^uoc^sion duties? It is ta inost inequitfld?le sjsjjejn 
of taxation that prevails in tfib case of the stxocession duties, certain 
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communities are taxed, while otshers are not, eertam provinces ai^e taxed 
while others are not, certam assets are taxed while others are not The 
European community to whom the old Succession Act applied have to 
pay duties not only on taking probates but also on intestate succession 
What IS the case m Bengal and other provinces to which the Hindu 
Wills Act applies? They are to pay duties on taking probates. The 
taking of probate is compulsory as regards Hindus, Sikhs and others but 
not so in the 'case of Muhammadans m Bengal and Assam, and not so 
m the case of people other than Euiopeaiis as regards other provinces 
Is it not most inequitable > There is another succession duty for persons 
who are not bound to take out letters of admimstratiOn or probate Tliey 
ue to pay duties on only certa^m assets, viz , debts due to the deceased 
When they are to take succession certificates only, particular assets are 
selected, but that even not uni\ersa]l\ They aie to tax duties only 
in the case of their instituting a suit or rather getting a decree in court 
Is not that a most inequitable system of taxation? If that be remedied, 
all difficulties of pro\incial revenues would be removed Will not the 
Government of India in that case be able to keep to itself all the income 
from the receipts of income-tax? And the difficulties of the Government 
of India will be solved 

When I refer to these items I do not mean that these are the only 
remedies to meet the financial situation, but they are only illustrative 
There are va'nous methods of taxation which will be found to be more 
equitable than the present system of taxation which presses so heavily 
and unduly upon the poor, and it is the duty of this House to find a 
remedy It is more a duty of this House than that of the Govemin,ent 
to find a remedy instead of remaining content wnth simply making 
unavailing protests 

Pandit Hilakantha Das: Has the House any power to find a remedy 
m this Bill? 

Bai Bahadur S. 0. Dutta: You are not helpless This House is not 
helpless in finding a remedy The House can suggest a remedy. If you 
reject the Government’s proposal it will be an indication that there should 
be a halt, a pause m the present sjstem and an inquiry as to 
the basis of revising the financial svstem I hope there are many 
suitable remedies whioh may be adopted by joint consultation between 
the Government and this House by instituting an inquiry There was 
such an inquiry by the Taxation Inquiry Committee Its results are 
available Now there is this remedy that I suggest The House^ mstead 
of remaining content with mere unavailing protests, must adopt this 
remedy That will be a warning to the Government. There was no 
proposal of out in the Budget of the Honourable the Finanfje Member 
There was a discussion in this House as to the responsibility of non-official 
Members If the Honourable Members have studied the Budget and 
found no remedy, no proposal for a suitable cut, then it might be consi* 
dered that the Budget of the Honourable the Finance Member is unassail- 
able The Hanourable Member, Cowasji Tehattgir, raised a very impor- 
tant point and there was some discussion in ihis House and the Honour- 
able, the Finance Member also echoed the same septunenta. jijlionie eaipla- 
natkm given on behalf of the non-official MJImWs One, reply wa^ 
that the non-official Members are not re^ponaihle, because they did not lqK>w, 
whether it was possible for the Honourable the Finance Member to make a 
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saving and whether it was possible to make large cuts because large pohcies 
could not be discussed in the course of the budget discussion But it was 
possible to discuss and suggest cuts as regards new services, new expen- 
diture Those proposals for cuts as regards new services might be pressed 
to a division, if the explanation given be unsatisfactory. 

Hr. Freiidant: What is the Honourable Member doing? I'his is not the 
general discussion of the Budget 

Bai Bahadur S. 0. Dutta: I am only discussing the duty of the Mem- 
bers of this House. 

Mr. President: He must bring a separate motion for that purpose The 
Honourable Member must at present restrict himself to the amendment, 

Bai Bahadur S. 0. Dutta: I am speaking to the amendment whether it 
18 not the duty of this House to balance the Budget, that is the pomt I am 
discussing, and this arises on that question whether it is the duty of this 
House to balance the Budget Then there was another discouraging cir- 
cumstance m this case It was this, that it would have been useless for 
non-offioial Members to make suggestions for cuts as there would be no 
opportumty to put them to the vote. The Honourable the Finance Mem- 
ber has got his Budget granted But he is not bound to spend all the 
amount. He can effect savings. I therefore ask this House to accept my 
motion. 

Mr. Axnar Nath Dutt (Buidwan Division Non-Muhammadan Kural) 
Sir, it 18 very generous of you to call me to support my Honourable friend. 

I wish the Honourable Members of this House who are absent from 
this House had heard him when he was dehvenng his interesting speech 
In fact, those who were present listened to him with that respect and 
with that attention which the speech of my Honourable friend deserv^ed 
What was he proposing? He was proposing a reduction of duty which 
will benefit the poor, and as soon sis this fact became apparent to the 
Members of the House, the small number of Members who were present 
began to listen to him with rapt attention, and the Chair also was pleased, 
seeing the cogency of the reaeong advanced by him, to permit him to go 
on Now, what was he pleading for? To keep the clause ag it is In 
fact, I would favour the abolition of all duties I myself am a free trader. 
I do not believe in protection except in cases of basic industries of national 
importance Protection may benefit the capitalists, and we are at times 
taken to the slaughter house to the detrunent of the interests of the poor 
Here my friend, coming from far off Aassun, the land of coolies, and where 
the conditions of life are so trying, I th^nk he was right and just m 
pleading for a reduction in the price of dhotin That ^s what he was doing 
and I nope this simple fact will app^^l to every Member of this House 
who is adked to support a measure Which will enable the poor to get sufiS- 
c‘ent clothing to cover themselves by lowering the price of cloth and to 
have enough cloth during winter to protect them from cold 

Pandit Nllakaittha Pti (Orissa Division* Non-Muhammadan); May 

T noinf nuf Qii* lYnflf in annfoi* nrAnllAn ninth ia nanoaaariYr nnf A/vttnn 
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Mr. Amar Nath DuU; Woollen cloth is for rich people, not; fear the 
poor men, half-fed and half-clothed, not having even anything to cover 
bhemselves with I know of labourers who cover themselves durmg 
winter with chattats made of palm leaves They know of no woollen cloth. 
Here my Honourable fnend was pleading for cotton goods only, and I 
bhink this has also elicited some amount of sympathy from my friend. 
Sir, 1 beg to support the amendment 

Mr. President: The question is* 

“That in Schedule I to the Bill the proposed amendment No 6 be omitted and the 
rabsequent amendment be renumbered accordingly ” 

The motion was negatived 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar Representative) I do not want to move my 
amendment No 21 * 

Pandit Nilakantha Das: I have got, Sir, two amendments in my name, 
STos 22 and 23 They practically come to the same thing Amendment 
Vo 22 is that 

“In Schedule 1 to the Bill, for the proposed amendment No 7 the following be 
lUbstituted 

‘7 Item No 4 of Schedule III bo omitted' " 

Chat IS, this amendment is to abolish the export duty on nee that is now 
evied Many of my friends will wonder how I have induced myself to 
iiopose the abolition of all export duties on rice In this country where 
>y tradition and environment practically it must be the policy that no 
oodstuffs should be exported, any difficulty which is put m the way of 
‘xportmg a foodstuff like rice should pnma facte commend itself to our 
leople, but today I am m a very peculiar position Though ordmanly it 
ihould be a common theory, especially in such a poor land, and especially 
n my constituency, Onssa, that no foodstuffs should go out, today I find 

shall have to propose this amendment rather forced to pro- 
>086 it under circumstances that, I may say, have qe^n 
•reated by this heartless Government Whenever we think of nee export 
luty, it IS the general tendency of Honourable Members to look to Burma 
have never myself been to Burma Though export of rice is necessary 
here, I cannot exactly depict from my expenence what the condition of 
be ryot there is I may read passages from here and there, but that 
eading often times would suggest things which would never bring Idle 
tctual state of affairs home either to myself or to my friends I shall 
peak here of what I know from my own expenence, m my own oonsti- 
.uenoy 

I do not know what element of world conditions in the noe trade have 
entered into our Indian conditions for producing the present depression. 
3ut as far as I can see, it is the ratio muddle which first began this depres- 
aon, emd in a vast agricultural country like India the effect bl one set 
lack at big centres like Bombay and Caloutta has its reperoussion m the 
ullages, and for a time it goes on In the appireoiation of the rupee to 
he Is 6d. ratio, the difference in price to Ute eiqiorter, rather the dis- 
idvantage, is theoretically only two annas in the rupee. I do not know 
LOW it has come about tW the price of rice or paddy today in my plaee 
LSs gOne^down by something Hke 60 to 80^ per cent People have not^heen 

in Scfaedole I to the Bill, the proposed emendnient No 7 be omitted.'* 
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Able to sell their nee for the last three years I am not going to take the 
figures in the statistics reports and accounts that are published Some 
of my friends may think that the export of rice has increased during the 
last three years May be, for rice is the only article of the peasant in 
rice-growmg areas to be turned into cash for everything else that is neces- 
sary for living and carrying on husbandry Less price may well mean 
more export But whether the export is more from Burma, or Cochin, or 
Onsea, or Bengal, I do not exactly know, nor do I care to know Por I 
see the facts and the conditions wutli my own eyes What are the con- 
ditions about nee in m^ constituency? 1 will illustrate the whole subject 
by a description of it and I believe the entire situation m the nce-growing 
parts of the country cannot be otherwise 

In my constituency the ryot gets very little Gentlemen in this House 
will not be able to understand at once w'hat settlement operations mean 
m my own part of India These settlement operations aie gomg on in 
Orissa and m some districts m Bengal, m some districts it has ended, 
and in other districts it is going on still, and you will be surprised to 
learn, Sir, though the general circular of the Bihar Government has been 
to the effect tliat the ryot will ha\e to pay four annas increase in the 
rupee, this 25 per cent under the rules has been manipulated to an 
extent that in some cases it amounts to an increase of 100 per cent For 
certain lands of one of my friends m a village it has increased from 
Rs 80 to Rs 169. 

This 18 not however a singular case Here in this connection 1 must 
give to the House some mfonnation which may not be palatable to some. 
Last year some of my friends m my constituency were thinking of launch- 
ing civil disobedience on this issue, I mean, non-payment of land taxes. 

2 They would have done it, successfully, for the people are utterly 
helpless and have practically lost all interest m land they hold 
Though they may not often be theoretically so much m favour of readily 
taking to civil disobedience in this particular item of non-payment of 
land tax, it is their inability to pay which would have at once driven 
them to resort to this method of securing relief. They don't often know 
where they would land if they adopted that weapon, but they do not 
mind it They have been driven to this kind of desperation in matters 
of life and particularly of property on account of settlement and other 
operations in that uncared for land of Onssa But I may inform you, Sir, 
we have got to pay our land tax mostly not to the Government direct, 
hut to the intermediaries, , zpmmdars Many of our zammdars are 
abeentee landlords who spend most of their time m Calcutta and other 
places. In the hrst quarter of the last century when Onssa was annexed, 
ou^ land revenue was farmed out m Calcutta without our people knowing 
anything about it. Thus most of our zammdarees were created snd sold 
m Calcutta. ^ However, Sn, this waa the difficulty for which non-payment 
of land tax cOuld not be undertaken , Now m addition to the crushing 
land tax, Sir, ^tiiore are also the Chowkidari tax and otl^er teu^es paid 
dtfeetly and my hdondc m some parts of my consiiiuency ar^i pi?obably 
thinking of resetting 4o such a tax, if non-payment of taxesjs to be under- 
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Sir, my object here is to give you an idea oi the heavy land tax m my 
constituency, and when the land tax is growing, the ryot cannot get any 
money for his rice to make his two ends meet The rate of rice, I mean 
paddy, which was 2^ years ago Rs 5-12-0 per bag, is now Rs 3-8-0 per 
bag (a bag means 2 maunds) and the cultivating ryot who is taxed 
sometimes Rs 8 io Rs 12 or sometimes much more per acre cannot, 
at the present rate of rice, expect a margin even from the gross produce 
of his land Sir, the produce of the land in our parts varies from 5 to 
12 maunds of paddy per acre, which at the present price will bring him 
say, from Rs 9 to Rs 21 Out of this, he will pay the expenses of 
cultivation and land tax, and invest m stock and cattle, and then maintain 
himself and his family, educate his children, spend on ceremomes, and 
what not Now \ou ha\e seen the maigin, Sir You can well realise, 
at the present rate for rice, to what straits the r'^ot has now been reduced 
It perchance one of his bullocks dies, he will have not only to sell away 
all that remains after paying his land tax, but wull either mortgage or 
sell his land, and l^y so doing he will be utterly ruined If the Honour- 
able Member could find time to come to my constituency, at least once 
during his term of oBice, I should be very pleased to show him personally 
how, if the price of rice is not increased, there will be complete ruination 
among the ryots of Onssa 

Then again, Sir, after levying the protective and revenue duties to an 
enormous extent, you are going today again to raise the price of cloth which 
IS a primary necessity of life, and \ou aie also going to raise the price 
of sugar You are virtually preventing the poor r\ot from taking a bit 
of sugar At such a juncture ^ou don’t think of abolishing or substantially 
reducing the duty on nee You expect the poor ryot to fill >our treasury 
by all means possible, injudicious as many of them are, stdl you are not 
adopting measures bj' which you can increase his purchasing potver 

In their proposal, Sir, the Government are proposing a reduction of 
*9 pies out of 3 annas which is the present export duty on rice I am simply 
•surprised at the money-making propensity of our fnend the Finance 
Member The money wull safely come into the treasury, but where will 
the 9 pies go to? Will it not in this case also find its easy way to the 
middleman’s pockets? I wonder how the poor salt only has the peculiar 
misfortune of conveniently transferring all the small reductions in its duty 
into the pockets of the middleman From those Benches the argument 
has always been flung at ue that the money obtained by the reduction of 
four annas out orf the duty on salt will go to the pockets of the middleman ; 
it will not benefit the consumer The four annas m the rupee will go to 
the pockets of the midleman, when it is the case of salt When it comes 
to export duty on rice, 3 pice m three annas will clean go to the pockets 
of the cultivator who sells bis nee Of course, the argument wfs given 
more definitely m the time of the predecessor of my Honourabie fnend 
over there, and he may refresh his departmental memory by loofong' Into 
■the previous proceedings of this Assembly 

There is another question about adjusting the Budget It has b^n f^er- 
red to and discussed by Members on all sides. The theory seems to‘be that 
if we out down some duty, if thereby Government’s income Ootnes dovm by 
a substantial amount, we are to find the money Some Hcmourable Members 
feel even anxious to find the money But we must not forget that only 
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some items of the Tanff Act are before us to discuss in this Bill We 
have not to consider the whole question from the very bottom. We are 
not even allowed to propose an increase of income on any item, if we 
desire it Our duty is to reduce and not to increase, for the entire State 
purpose 18 not being here adjusted m consultation with us. It does not 
matter if, on account of our amendments, there comes to be more or lees 
money in the pockets of the Government That is their look out They 
have got, I may suggest incidentally, enough money at least in their re- 
serve funds, if nowhere else, to borrow from, though the funds are only 
in account, Emd not in sictual cash reserve anywhere as I had painfully to 
learn the other day in connection with Hallway Beserve in the Standing 
Finance Committee for Railways 

Mr. President: These are general observations The Honourable 
Member will realise that we are now on amendments 

Pandit miakantha Das: I am simply making the point that, if reducing 
this duty affects the Government purse, we are not concerned. I am doing 
so, for many of my Honourable friends have referred to this aspect of the- 
question 

Mr. Prsflident: That applies to every amendment 

Pandit Nilakantha Das: I am in a very awkward position, Sir, for 
many of my friends seem to be under a misapprehension of the entire situa- 
tion, and I must clew the misapprehension before I count upon their support 
and votes 

Mr. President: I cannot allow repetition of the same argument 

Pandit Nilakantha Das: No, Sir, I have already done with that aspect 
of the question Now, I would simply say this Even this nine pies re- 
duction will simply mean, according to their own arguments, a loss to 
the Government purse It will come to nothing, no help so far as the culti- 
vator 18 concerned It will go to the pockets of the middleman Therefore 
I hope you will agree with me when I say that, when the Government have 
agre^ to the principle of reduction at a loss to their own purse, let them 
come to the logical issue ansing out of their own measure, and apply the 
reduction reasonably and usefully by reducing to its entire extent, i e ^ 
abolishing this rice export duty Sir, I move the amendment 


(Mr K C Neogy stood up ) 

Mr. PrMident: Does the Honourable Member want to speak? 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy (Dacca Division : Non»«Muhammadan Rural) * Yes. 
Mr. PreeideQl: Then, we had better adjourn now. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lun<di till a Quarter Past Three ot 
the Clook 
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The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at a Quarter Past Three of the 
Clock, Mr. President m the Chair 

Hr. K. 0. ifeogy: Sir, I hesitate to support the rather drastic proposi* 
tion which has been advanced by my Honourable friend, Pandit Nilakantha 
Das, though I have a good deal of sympathy with what he said in support 
of the amendment It is a very complicated question If the prices of 
food- stuffs fall below a particular limit then the producer suffers If, as 
a result of stimulating export, a comparative scarcity is produced prices 
are raised, and then the consumer suffers It is very difficult therefore 
all at once to say as to whether the Government of India should be called 
upon to surrender a large amount of revenue which they have budgeted 
under this head, for the purpose of stimulating export without know- 
ing what the effect of that stimulation may be upon pnces generally. I 
specially regret the absence of my Honourable fnend U Tok Kyi from 
the floor of the House on the present occasion, because it will be remem- 
bered that the question of the abolition of the export duty on nee esune 
up for discussion more than once in this House at his instance When 
we consider the question of export of nee, Burma looms very large before 
us Although other rice- producing provinces like Bengal and Madras come 
in for considerable quantities by way of export, the difference in the 
5[uantitiee exported from Burma on the one hand and from the rest of India 
on the other is so large that for all practical purposes we might almost 
omit from our consideration the cases of the other provinces It is for 
this reason particularly that I regret the absence of my Honourable fnend 
[J Tok Kyi Sir, the Honourable the Finance Member, in his budget 
speech, has justified this slight reduction m the export duty on the ground 
that the fall m prices all the world over has affected the Indian producer 
very adversely That, of course, is a correct statement of the position 
bhough it does not give us an entirely complete picture of the position, 
5hr, on going through the official review of the trade of India for the 
ye&r 1928-29, one finds that it is not merely the fall in prices that has 
affected the position of the Indian grower, but it was also the appearance 
of other competitors m the field, particularly in Europe, that complicated 
the situation For instance we read that so far as the esistem markets 
are concerned, the depression was due mainly to the fact that both Indo- 
china and Siam had bumper crops in the season 1927-28. Then with 
regard to the European market the position appears to be as follows • The 
CJnited States of America, Spain and Italy have taken to the production 
)f rice in fairly large quantities since the end of the war Exports from 
bhese countries have been mainly to Europe and these exports have affected 
bhe market for Burma rice in the European countries 

Now, Sir, there is a further fact, namely, the embswrgo which the 
lapanese Government have imposed on the import of rice, particularly 
from India, as far as I know We, at one time, were under the impression 
hat the Japanese Government were forced to take this action in retaliation 
)f the Indian cotton yam protection measure which waia passed by this 
[iegislature in 1927. As a matter of fact, Mr. Jamnadsis Mehta at one 
ime put a question in this House, drawing the attention of the Goveafn- 
n^ent to the necessity of raising this question of discriminatory action on 
he part 0^ the «]^ane8e Government at the League of Nations, But, Sir, 
ve read in the official chronicle that the Japanese Government were f<U!oed 
^ this decision as a result of the bumper crops which they had in ^ir 
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own country during successive years, and it is for this reason that the 
prohibition against imports is still supposed to continue in* that country 
My principal point is that it is not enough for Government to adjust the 
tariff for the purpose of stimulating export, but they ought to have a sort 
of constructive policy in this matter, for I find that, so far as the European 
markets are concerned, this reduction in the tariiBf will not be of much avail 
to the Burmese nee producer, because, as I read in this othcial publica- 
tion, “ The competition of the American and other overseas countries m 
European markets has been facilitated by the system of grading and better 
marketing methods that the rice producers of those countries adopt 
Now, my Honourable fnend the Honourable the Finahce Member proposes 
to reduce the tanff by nine pies out of three annas This can hardly enable 
the Burmese nee producer to compete m the European markets against 
better graded rice which is being supplied m those markets 

The next point is this that the present depressing condition of the rice 
market is due not merely to the low prices that obtain all the world over, 
not merely to the bumper crop that Burma had m the past, but also to 
the large imports of rice into India from abroad dunng those years when 
pnees were abnormally low I have collected a few figures which will ex- 
plain the position 

In 1925-26, India imported 649 tons of iice fiom abroad valued at 
Pts 1,27,000 and odd In 1926-27 the figure went dowm to 289 tons 
which was valued at Bs 66,313 In 1927-28, when there was already a 
slump in the Indian market we find that the quantit}- of rice imported 
into India from abroad went up ^o 68,951 tons valued at Rs 92,14,804 
Then again in 1928-29 the quantity went up much further, 1,25,426 tons 
valued at Rs 1,79,32,000 and odd Now, Sir, on a reference to the prices 
I find that during this period the declared values per cwt of exported 
rice from India was Rs 8-1-7 per cw't m 1926-27, it fell to Rs 7-13-1 in 
1927-28, and to Rs 7-5-9 m 1928-29 And it will be found that when the 
prices fell in the years 1927-28 and 1928-29, and when we imported abno^*- 
mally large quantities of iice m these years, the iverage prices, at which 
those quantities were imported were below the Indian prices by about a 
rupee, that is to say, the other countnes were dumping their extra stocks 
<if rice mto' India just at the moment when our cwm home market was 
in a very depressed condition It does not appear that Government 
took any action to regulate these imports on the Imes that the Japanese 
Government did, and here I want to ask the Honouiable Member in 
charge whether it is not necessary for Government to have a constructive 
policy m this matter beyond a mere tariff adjustment 

Now, Sir, dealing again with the pneea, I find tliat m the month of 
January, 1930, which is the latest period for which we have got published 
figures, the declared value per cwt of rjee exported from India stood a I 
Be. 6-15-6, which is much below tte corresponding figure for 1928-29, 
which was Bs 7-5-9 I think the Souse will realise that the present 
seriousness of th,e position has been brought about, not merely by the glut 
m the homte, market, but also by the large imports that we are having 
from abiriad. I undoubtedly recognise th^t the imports have begun to 
dimmish of. late months, and we mayt not he faced with ^ Mmilar situ- 
ation as we were m But X want Government, on this occasion, 

to make a statement of their policy as to whether, if similar ch*cum- 
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stances were to be repeated, they would take any effective action for the 
purpose of regulating imports at a time when they would embarass the 
Indian market The present policy whicn Government maintain in re- 
gard to the export and import of food-stuffs is that of the open door 
Government say, ^^Durnp your nee, dump any kind of food-stuffs that 
any country ma\ have, in India, no matter whether it omb'arasses cur 
position or not, and if on the other hand any other country wants 
to take away our food grams bke rice and wheat from India, we will 
not stand m the wav** In the one case a situation like that which faces 
us today will arise , m the other case there may be comparative scarcity 
and high pnees In this connection 1 am reminded of what happened 
when the system of food control was in opeiation during 1918 19, the reck- 
lessness with which the control system was operated for the purpose of 
mobilising India's supplv of food-stuffs for the benefit of the allies was 
brought out very clearly m the report which S’r Charles Innes (then 
Mr Innes) wrote in his capacity as Foodstuffs Commissioner The 
Report was published m 1919, and 1 would just quote one sentencG from 
that Report to show that Government absolutely failed to recognise their 
re sponsibihty m the matter of conserving a sufficient gtock of food- 
stuffs in the country in those days 

Mr Irmes, referring to the situation m 1919, said that the situation was 
so serious that he found it ‘‘difficult to see how India could have come 
through 1919 as yell as she did” That is to say, the information at tne 
disposal of the Goveinment of India m those days was not such as to 
enable them to estimate the quantity of food-stuffs that was m the coun 
try, and when Mi Innes found that there were not ver> man> deaths 
fiom starvation, w'hen he found that Indians had realh survived the S}S- 
tem of food control, he said that ho found it flilficuli to sec how India 
could come tlirough 1919 as well as she did Then he began to specu 
late what this could be due to He said that there must have been 
some reserve stocks in the past Unfortunately, how'ever, when Gov 
eniment find that the statistics which are published under their own 
authority do not support any pet contention of theirs, the\ say that 
these statistics cannot be relied upon m these matters, but when it suits 
them they say, “Here you are, these are the statistics which show 
that we are perfectly justified in allowing so much cf your food-stuffs to 
oe exported” Mr Innes, it is interesting to know, was constrained to 
observe that the reserve stocks about which he speculated must now bt 
very depleted, that is to say, at the end of 1919, Sir Charles Innes 
.thor^ht that there were practically no reserve stocks in India of food- 
stuffs Therefore we can begin with a clean slate from the end of that 
period Now, I want to know from Government whether they have been 
able to find out what the present condition is, what minimum quantity 
of food-stuffs should be conserved in the country for the purposes of meeting 
the human needs of the people, and whether the present export policy en 
,nhles the country to retain that nunimum quantity of food-stuffs. That is s 
very important question which Government cannot absolutely ne^le<^, foi 
olthouf^h it is a fact that at the present moment we are faced with an 
excess of stool^, supposing for the sake of argument that as a pesult of the 
stimiilaiionL of export which my Honourable hdepd desires to brhig abotff 
hy "(jhis amwidment, much larger quantity of ^ food-stuffs is exported 
than woul^ ho dej^abfe in the interests of the ]^e<ml6, what wouM happen^ 
hly HonOmabie i&ifflPandit Nilakantha Has has ^e very well inlrfinging 
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forward this particular motion so as to enable this House to confine its 
attention to the very important questions that are involved m this 
question of export of nee The pnmary and most elementary test of the 
efficiency of a Government would be whether its administrative policy en- 
ables the people to have a sufficient quantity of food-stufis at their dis- 
posal Now, Sir, I very much hope that when Honourable friend, 
the Commerce Member or the Finance Member, whoever rephes to the 
debate, gets up to speak on the motion, he will give us an idea of the 
policy of the Government in regard to the export of food-stuffs, and not 
merely confine himself to the narrow issue of this present amendment 
Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Sir, I beig to support the amendment from 
another pomt of view, which has been foresh^owed by my Honourable 
frend. Pandit Nilakantha Das, but \ery vaguely You must not forget 
that India is an agricultural country, and \ou must not forget that upon 
the prosperity of these milhons of agriculturists depends not only their own 
happiness but also the happmess and prosperity of those v/ho live upon 
them, I mean the landholders and the gentry In Bengal which is a 
rice-producmg province, if you take into consideration the case of an 
ordinary farmer, you will find that the produce which he gets from his 
field is not sufficient to cover the expenses of cultivation after paying 
rent I will give a concrete example A farmer has ordinarily 20 htghaa 
of land to cultivate The cost of cultivation per bigha is Es 15 or 16, 
to grow paddy The ordinary output of a htgha of land is about 7 or 8 
maunds That means the average farmer gets about 150 maunds of 
paddy as his produce while the present price of paddy be ng Es 2-2-0 
per maund brings him about Es 300 This does not even cover the 
actual cost of cultivation I wish niy Honourable fnend, Diwan Chaman 
Lall, had been here He always champions the cause of labour But 
he champions only the cause of industnal labour and not agricultural 
labour. That is my grievance against him If you take into consideration 
the actual state of things that prevails in rice-producing districts, you will 
find that these labourers are starvmg because they have to meet the 
cost of cultivation after paying rent In the present year they are unable 
to pay their rents to the landlords I am informed that farmers are 
unable to pay their rent as the pneo of paddy has gone down This 
affects not only the agnculturists, but also the upper classes of people who 
live upon the produce of these agriculturists My friend, Mr Neogy, hns 
been pleased to point out that there is another difficulty, that if the price 
of noe nsee, the consumers will suffer I quite appreciate it, but I 
know that people living m towns always favour that the price of rice should 
be cheap Those coming from the city will probably support cheapness 
of the price of rice But w© have to judge it — both from the point of 
view of the consumers as well as from tho point of view of those who 
produce paddy, and I beheve that, unless all other prices ^ down, the 
paddy-producers will be hard-hit and it will bring about absolute ruination 
of the agrieultunsts. In Bengal at least 90 per cent live on agnculture 
and it is only 6 per cent, who live in tbwns who are benefited if the 
price of paddy only goes down TWs jaroposal of my friend; Bandit Nila- 
kantha Das, vrill save the agtnoulturists to a certain extent hf inef’easihg 
the export of rice. With the prfespnt export duty it is not possible fot 
the agnoultunsts to export nee, W as to competeuwith other countries 
which export rice not only to other countries but aiso to India, the gra- 
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uary of the world I therefore ask the Government to consider the 
circumstances put forward by Mr Neogy as to how the imports from other 
countries of food-stuffs should be stopped in the interests of the agncul- 
tunst® here 

But that is outside our provmce So far as the present amendment 
is concerned, I have to suggest to them that they must take away the 
export duty on nee if they want to benefit the agricultural population of 
India The condition of tne agricultural population in Bengal villages is 
very grave, for I know from my own experience while going about from 
one village to another the grananes of the farmers are all empty as they 
had to sell the whole of their produce, and if this state of things con- 
tinues, Bengal will witness one of those hcmble spectables which it wit- 
nessed durmg “Chhiattarer Mannantar” t e , the fanune of 1770, not for 
want of food grains, but for want of money amongst the agncultunsts 
If you go to the houses of these farmers, you will find that not one of 
them gets a full meal, not to speak of clothes to cover themselve® So 
I beg to lend my support to the amendment of Pandit Nilakantha Das, 
and if that fails, of course I shall come to my own amendment which will 
give the Government something (.4n ^Honourable Member “What 
does it give?”) One pice But I may tell the Government that, once 
for all, they must lay down their policy with regard to the net savings of 
the agricultural masses of the country 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Rail- 
ways) I shall speak very bnefly, Sir, on this amendment, and with 
special reference to what fell from my Honourable friend Mr Neogy. He 
pressed Government to say whether they had anything to put before the 
House in the way of a constructive policy, apart from the reduction in 
the amount of the rice duty, which finds place in the Bill The first point 
be raised was that it is not only the low price, due to bumper crops in 
several countries simultaneously, v^hich was hitting the Burma nee, but 
also the improved methods of grading and other methods of putting nee 
on the market adopted in other countries, which had injured the Burma 
trade That is an aspect of the matter which has been constantly present 
to the mind of the Government of India, and our feeling was that it might 
be of real benefit to the trade if part of the money raised by the export 
duty could be spent on improving the quality of the nee, and the methods 
by which it is put on the market At the same time if the attempt is 
made to do that directly from Central revenues, we are at once faced by 
constitutional difficulties arising from the distinction between Provmoii 
subjects and Central subjects These difficulties can sometimes be got 
round by means of legislation imposing an export cess, the proceeds of the 
cess being spent by committees representing the trade concerned for the 
benefit of the trade I daresay some Honourable Members may have 
noticed that His Excellency the Governor of Burma, addressing the Burma 
Chamber qf Commerce in Rangoon the other da^, specifically put this sug- 
gestion before them as a matter for their consideration, that it might be 
to the benefit of the trade if a small export cess were imposed on rice, a 
burden which the trade might be able to bear now that the export duty 
had been reduced, and that the proceeds might be spent on agricultural 
research and on the improvement of marketing methods, including grading. 
The matter therefore stands there for the moment, apd the next move lies 
with the trade itself But the Government of India believe that a good 
deal could be don^ in i^at way which shotild be beneficial to the Burma rice 
trade ' 
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My Honourable friend went on to s^ggest that measures might be 
necessary or desirable to regulate the import of food-stuffs from abroad, 
when prices were low^ and also to regulate exports If there was a danger 
of the stocks in the country becoming unduly depleted I do not question 
the importance of matters of that kind, but I could not go with him when 
he referred to w^hat happened in the >ear 1919 I have a rather vivid 
recollection of what the situation was at that time, and a very perilous 
situation it was We were approaching the end of a period of four or 
five years during which the trade in fo^-stuffs had been controlled, and 
the Government of India and the Provincial Governments had been doing 
their best both to regulate prices, and to ensure that adequate supplies were 
always in existence in every part of the countrj This was a verj- difiScult 
task In 1919 the danger that, threatened was this, that, since prices 
were controlled and the price barometer gave no indication of what was 
happening, we might find ourselves suddenly faced by the fact that, in 
particular areas, there was an absolute shortage of grain w'hich, owing to 
the difficulties of transport at that time, could not be made good In two 
or three parts of the country that position was ver\ nearlj reached But 
when the channels of trade are open and food-stuffs are moving freel>, 
then we can trust the price barometei to give us warning when danger 
exists, and pcrsonalh I should always be afraid of taking measures which 
might have the effect of obscunng what was really going on and eventually 
lead to a reall} dangerous situation I do not think myself there is an> 
great danger that stocks in India might become unduly depleted so long as 
wo are living under normal peaceful conditions and if they did, the 
experience of 1928 and 1929 clearly shows that impoits from abroad would 
at once begin 

As regards the other question, namel}, the regulation of imports, I fully 
sympathise with my friend, IMr Amai Nath Dutt, when he referred to the 
hardship inflicted on the agricultural classes when the prices of food-stuffs 
fall very low But we ha\e to remember that when a great deal of gram 
from outside Bengal comes into Bengal, the great bulk of it comes from 
Burma and not from abroad It w'ould be very difficult indeed to say 
to Burma tliat they ought not to send rice into Bengal, because the effect 
would merely be to transfer the loss occasioned b} low pnees from one part 
of India to another The whole question of the low' price of primary food- 
stuffs does create a very difficult problem It is a matter which the Gov- 
ernment of India will certainly keep under close observation, but I cannot 
say myself that at the piesent moment I can see any way to a satisfactory 
solution which Vould lead to an immediate amelioration of conditions 

Ml. K. 0. Neogy: May I say, Sir, that when I referred to the importa- 
tion of rice, I did not mean the imported stuff from Burma, but the im- 
p(»ted rice from overseas. 

Th6 Honourable Sir CkKtfge Rainy! X ^quite understood my Honourable 
frien4, but when I referred to import^ioi^ from Burma I had in mind what 
Mr. Amar Nath Butt said about conditions in Bengal As regards the im- 
portation of rice from overseas, there very heavy imports in 1927-28 
or in 1928*5^— in one of these two years, I forget which — ^but I am not 
sure that yiat is likely to be a normal feature in future yeans. At that time 
there had been short crops in two or Uuree provinces. It was Icucgely a 
question, as I se0 it^ whether Burma r|pe or rice from soma other oountriea 
came in, one or other was almost certain to come It did not appear to me 
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at that time that there was any very serious problem As regards the ad- 
mission of nee from other countries, I think that ooJptcludes what I have to 
say I V, ould like to repeat that this whole question of the problem created 
by the low pnUe of food-stuffs is one that the Government of India will 
certainly keep under close observation. 

Ml. President: The question is. 

“That in Schedule I to the Bill, for the proposed amendment No 7, the followmir ho 
substituted ^ 

‘7 Item No 4 of Schedule III be omitted’ " 


The Assembly divided 

AYES-16 

Ayyangar, Mr K Y Raogaswami. 
Bhargava, Pandit Thakur Das 
C%aman Lall, Diwau 
Das, Pandit Nilakantha 
Dutt, Mr Amar Nath 
Dutta, Rai Bahadur S C 
Mitra, Mr S C 

Mohammad Ismail Khan, Haji 
Chaudhury 


Mukeriee, Mr Saradindu 
Patil, Kao Bahadur B L 
Reddi, Mr, T N Bamaknshna 
Shafee Daoodi, Maulyi Mohammad 
Sinha, Mr Rajivaranjan Prasad 
Sitaramaraju, Mr B 
Venkatakrishnayya Choudhn, Mr P. 
Ziauddin Ahmad, Dr 


NOES— 44 

Abdul Aziz, Khan Bahadur Mian 

Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Sahibzada 

Alexander Mr W 

Banerp, Mr Rajnarayan 

Baum, Mr £ F 

Chatterjee, The Bevd J C 

Cocke, Sir Hugh 

Oosgrave, Mr W A 

Crawford, Colonel J D 

Orerar, The Honourable Sir James 

Dalai, Dr B D 

Ferrers, Mr Y M 

French, Mr J 0 

Gwynne, Mr 0 W 

Hahiilton, Mr K L B, 

Hardy, Mr G S 
Heathcote, Mr L V 
Hira Singh Brar, Sardar Bibadur, 
Honorary Captain 
Howell, Mr E B 

Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar 

Jehangir Sir Cowasji 

Ijamb, Mr W S. i 


Lindsay, Sfr Darcy 
Mitchell Mr D G 
Mitra, The Honourable' Sir Bhupendra 
Nath 

Mitter, The Honourable Sir Brojendra 

Monteath, Mr J 

Moore, Mr Arthur 

Mukherjee, Rai Bahadur S C 

Noyce, Sir Frank 

Pai, Mr A Upendra 

Parsons, Mr A A L 

Bamy, The Honourable Sir George 

Rajah, Rao Bahadur M C * 

Ran, Mr H Shankar 

Sahi, Ikhr Rani Prasbad Narayan 

Sams, Mr H A 

Schuster, The Honourable Sir Georg© 

Scott, Mr J Ram^y 

Slater, Mr 8 H 

Sykes. Mr E F 

Tin Tut, Mr 

Yamm Khan, Mr Muhammad 
Young, ifr G M 


The motion was negatived 

Mt, PtBBideUt: Pandit Nilakantha Das 

PftBdtt yitekaatha Das: I don’t want to move it*, Sir*. 


lOf. iiittar Kath Dutt: I also don't want to move my amendment h 
. Sir; but I should like to move the neict amendment if you will 
permit me, I mean amendment No 25. 


^T[ii Bcliadiil© I to the BiU> in the proposed amendment No 7, the words *Two 
tauma ©&<}>’ be omitted 

t**In Schedule I to the Bill, in the propoaed amenometit No. 7, for the Words *Two 
mtOM Mid the Words ‘three pies’ be sulMaHnud 


P 
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Mr. President: Schedule I is hnished? 

Hr. Amar Hath Dutt: Yes, Sir 

Hr. President : Then I can put it to the jote. The question is ; 

"That Schedule I stand part of the Bill ’* 

The motion was adopted 

Schedule I was added to the Bill 

Hr. President: The question is. 

"That Schedule II stand part of the Bill 

Hr. Amar Hath Dntt: Sir, I beg to move. 

"That in Schedule H to the Bill, m the proposed First Schedule to the Indian Post 
Office Act, 1896, -for the first entry under the head ‘Letters' the following be subeti* 
tuted 

‘For a weight not exceeding two and a half tolas Half an anna* ’* 

Sir, we find that, in the Bill, for a weight not exceeding 2^ tolas, one 
anna has been put With regard to this, Sir, I submit that there can 
be no two opinions on the non-official side for a reduction of the postal rates 
which were increased at a time when conditions were quite different in 
the country There were high prices then, and Government Tiiad to give 
something to their servants to enable them to keep their bodies and souls 
together Th^ had to make some contribution to the Imperial Exchequer 
to enable the Government at home to carry on the war in Europe with which 
the people of India had no concern Every one will remember the happy 
days when we had postal communications with our relations by spending 
one pice (An Honourable Member “Were they happy? ') Yes^ they wete 
happy days It has been our sad luck to be under foreign domination 
for nearly eight centuries before which we had happier days In a poor 
country like India, Government will not be justified m maintaining the pre- 
sent postal rates, which were raised m war tune. I do not wish to say fmy- 
thing against the Honourable Member m charge of this Department, for I 
know that he has full sympathy with our views In a few months he will bo 
one of us and will be as eager for this reduction as we are But I know 
as a member of a foreign bureaucracy his hands and feet are tied. He is 
the victim of a system 

Hr. Freiideiii: Order, order I wish the Honourable Member would 
lestnct himself to the merits of the amendment 

Hr. Amar Hath Butt: People can write in a verjr small hand m a post 
card, but at times there are confidential oommumcations (An Honourable 
Member “You are old") Both young and old have to write confidential 
communications, but I am past that age Be that as it may, we have to 
send confidential communications X will give you an instance The law- 
yers have to write to their clients informing them of the dates fixed for 
hearing of cases If any of the parties happens to be a friend of the post 
master in the village, he gets access to the information and uses it to the 
detriment of the opposite party The letters may not be delivered to the 
addressee. My friend Diwan Ohaman Lall would Idee to do away with 
postage rates altogether. It will be a millenium when the labouring popu- 
lation gets free postage But that day is far off. But I make an appeal 
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to the Honourable Member m charge to do something to reduce the postal 
rates before he la^^s down the rems of his office, which he has held so 
worthily for the last five years, to the credit of the race to which he has 
the honour to belong I appeal to him to do this little service to his 
<JOuntrymen 

Sir, I am asked by my friends to go on If I am now to dilate on the 
necessity for cheap postage, 1 can submit before you seveml things which 
will convince you of the necessity ot cheap postal lates There are com- 
munications of merchants, vhich can not be conveyed within the brief 
space of a post card These mei chants have to send small accounts and 
if they are to pay four pice every time, it is a real hardship I do not think 
that Government should be eagei for revenue always and not see to the 
convenience of the public Really it affects the poor man more than any- 
body else We may not mind these things very seriously, but we know 
that probably, next to the salt duty, it is the postal rates that affect the 
poor man most Unfortunately, in these days of so-called civilisation, 
which has been mti^oduced m our country, replacing our ancient civilisa* 
tion, no one can do without communicating with his people hvmg abroad 
People have to leave their villages for distant places m search of work 
They have to keep up communications with their relations, and to chaige 
'SUch people one anna every time is very hard indeed It may not appear 
high to many of the gentlemen here, who are well fed and well clad with 
good head dresses, but it matters much for those poor people who have to 
leave their wives and children behind and go to distant places, 100 or 200 
miles away I am only concerned with people who go abroad People 
from Bengal go to Madras and the people from Bihar and Orissa side come 
to Bengal In fact my Honourable friend, Mr Gaya Prasad Singh ^8 people 
have overflooded Bengal, and they find it very difficult to communicate 
with their people at home on account of high postal rates I found these 
people could not really afford to write one letter a week on account of the 
high postal rates They have at times to remain without a letter for >ne 
month even That is a thing which ought to appeal to every one of us 
I think there should be no difficulty in reducing the postal rates You can 
have other kinds of taxation, on heavy stationery and other things 1bo that 
Sir Harcy Bindsay, Sir Hugh Cocke and other people, who take away so 
much from this country, might pay in the shape of postage stamps Also 
on heavy stationery the Government could collect more postage revenue 
Make them pay two annas Of course, we cannot propose constructive 
suggestions for increase of taxation, but if wo had the power to do so, 
we could propose taxes which would affect the rich and the middle class 
gentry but not the poorer classes of people 

Sir, with respect to letters, the only argument that can be advanced 
is that they need not write long letters In fact as I have already said 
long letters have often to be written Besides there may be some confi- 
dential communications and certain other commumoations which have to 
be made and they have necessarily to be written in covers. For these 
reasons I think the Government ought to reduce the postal rates for letters 
to half anna. Let them retain the one anna m case of more heaw 
stationery. ^ 


rv, (Surma VaUey cum Shillong. Non-Muham- 

madan) : l have an identical amendment in my name But I shall 

Honourable friend, Mr Amar Nath 
lJutt, and II that fails I shall move my alternative amendment. 


• 2 
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Mr. President: The Honourable Member must move his alternative 
amendment first 

Bai Bahadur S. 0. Dutta: Only if the amendment moved by Mr Amar 
Nath Dutt fails 

Mr. President : No, the Honourable Member must move his alternative 

amendment now 

Bai Bahadur 8. 0. Dutta: Very well, Sir I beg to move 

“In Schedule II to the Bill in the proposed First Schedule to the Indian Post Office 
Act, 1898, before the existing entries under the head ‘Letters’ the following new entry 
be insert^ 

‘For a weight not exceeding one tola Half an anna’ ’’ 

My amendment as well as the amendment of my Honourable fnend, 
Mr Amar Nath Dutt, aims at restoring the postal rates to what they 
were before My Honourable friend's amendment proposes half an anna 
for a minimum of 2^ tolas, whereas my amendment fixes half an anna 
for a minimum of one tola I wish only to add this, that so far as we^ 
know, there is no loss on the postal side of the Department so far as it is 
considered a commercial department The loss is not on the postal side 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra (Member for Industnes 
and Labour) That is not correct 

Bai Bahadur 8. 0« Dutta: It may be that there is loss on the telegraph 
3ide 

The Honourable 8ir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: Thdt is not a correct state- 
ment 

Bai Bahadur 8. 0. Dutta: Anyhow we find that larger concession rates 
are given for various publicity purposes, for press telegrams and otherwise 
These are the objects for which concession rates may be admissible»- 
[)ut then it comes to this, that the Department is not run on commercial 
lines T therefore hope that my amendment will be accepted 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: Sir, I much regret that it 
8 not possible for me to respond to the appeal so eloquently placed before 
the House by my Honourable friend Mr Amar Nath Dutt, because there is 
Qothing really behind that appeal My Honourable friend, I think, tned 
to reinforce nis appeal by suggesting tnat when I went over and sat with 
him I should probably make a similar appeal, but I can assure him that 
that position is not likely to be reached at all 

I should at the outset like to mention to the House the financial effect 
of the amendment moved by my Honourable friend Mr Amar Nath Dutt 
as well as that moved bv my Honourable friend Eai Bahadur S C Dutta. 
The cost of the amendment moved by my Honourable fnend Mr Amar 
Nath Dutt will, as I have stated in previous years, be something bke 170 
lakhs a year and the cost of the alternative amendment movM by my 
Honourable friend Rai Bahadur S C Dutta will be something like 160 
lakhs a year and the reason why there is this small difference between 
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h'efte two estimates is one which I have also explained at len^h in pre 
nous years As my Honourable fnend Mr Dutta was not in the Hous' 
hen I think it might interest him if I were to read one passage fron 
he proceedings of this House on the 27th March, 1920 The passag* 
s this 

“The reason’' (» e , the reason of the sniaH difference in the ca^e of the two measures 
‘is that the experience in evsiy civihsed country including India, is that if a reduc 
ion IS made in the initial unit of weight on whnsh the lowest rate is chargetL th« 
Dulk of the tiaffic almost immediately tends down to that initial unit In 1^1 ^ ir 
ieference to the wishes of this House, we had a rate of postage of half an anna foi 
i weight not exceeding half a tola The traffic carried on this iritial rate of half toll 
fvas found to l>e about 80 per cent of the total traffic and the traffic earned at thi 
lext higher rate of | anna which wag charged for weight exceeding half a tola bu' 
lot exceeding one tola, wag 10 per cent of the total traffic “ 

That is the reason, Sir, why even the alternative proposal of m; 
Honourable friend Mr S C Dutta will cost us as much as 150 lakh 
i >eai 

Now, Sir, on several occasions in this House in the last five years I have 
‘xplamed the policy which. I have been consistently following m th^ 
natter of the Postal and Telegraph Department That policy has thre 
undamental elements , first, that the Department should be self-supporting 
hat 18 , it should pay for the cost of the services which it readers to th 
)ublic out of the fees which it levies from the public for these variou 
ei vices That being so I regret I cannot subscribe to the views whicl 
lave been expressed by my fnend Mr Amar Nalh Dutt It is not possibh 
or the Department to dispense charity Indeed, chanty must begin a 
lome , and that brings me to the second of what I called the fundamenta 
lements of my policy, and that is that the service should be maintainec 
n a state of ^ciency and that for this purpose the service conditions o 
he employees, and particularly of the lower subordinate staff should b( 
mproved to a reasonable extent (Hear, hear ) The third element is tha1 
he service should be developed, particularly by the extension of facilitiei 
n rural areas (Hear, hear ) In regard to that third item it may interest 
he House if I give them some figures In the five years ending 1924-25, 
ve increased the number of post offices by 745 In the four years endm^ 
928-29 we have succeeded m increasing the number of post offices by nc 
ess than 3,804 (Hear, hear), and of that number over 8,000 have been 
►pened m the rural areas I am sorry that the financial position of the 
department has interfered with further development m this direction lE 
he year 1929-30, and our efforts have been confined to making perma 
Lent about a thousand experimental post offices which had been m exist 
nee at the beginning of the year Next year also I regret the grant foi 
his development has had to be restricted ifor financial reasons. 

Sir C0wa8|l Jelungir (Bombay City Non-Muhammadan Urban) . Sir 
rill the Honourable Member tell us what was the loss during the penodi 
le mentioned paid from the general revenues to the Postal Department? 

Ua Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Ultra: I shall come to that pre 
ently 

Now, Sir, with regard to what I called the second fundamental elemeni 
>f my pohoy, namely, the improvement of the service conditions of th< 
mployees, and particularly of the lower subordinate staff, to a reasonabh 
xtent, the House is fully aware of the various measures which have beei 
adopted in this conneetion during the last four year^ and the effect o 
he measureii is refiected m the nse m the cost Of the lower subordinate 
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staff The cost on aocount of pay charge alone of the non-gazetted staff 
has risen from about Bs 666 lakhs m 1924-25 to about Bs 730 lakhs m 
1930-31 and that is a rise of about Bs 165 lakhs In addition to that 
there has been some increase ot about 15 lakhs in allowances of various 
sorts, that is, compensation for working in special localities or house rent 
allowances, etc As I said last year, though we have done a good deal 
in the direction of improving the service conditions of these subordinate 
employees, the task is not yet complete In particular, the strength of 
the subordinate staff and of the subordinate supervisory staff will have to 
be re-examined with reference to certain investigations in regard to time- 
tests enforced by the Department which were conducted last year by an 
officer of the Department and a member of the Service association, and 
in regard to which both these gentlemen came to unanimous conclusions 
The other important items in regard to which a further move will be 
required are the grant of a weeklv day of rest to the staff where they 
do not now get it, the provision of an adequate leave reserve for postmen 
and infenor servants, the provision of pension for people who at the pre* 
sent moment are on a non-pensionable basis, and the improvement of 
pension of men who are in inferior service I personally should have liked 
to have done something in these various directions before I left charge 
of the department, but financial considerations have made that impossible 

Now, Sir, with regard to what I called the first element of m\ policy, 
it was possible to follow that in the years 1925-26 and 1926-27 Unfortu- 
nately thereafter there was a very material fall in the revenue of the 
Department That was due partly to trade depression, and partly to 
causes over which the Department has no control One of these latter 
has been brought out, I see, in the Appropriation Accounts of the Account- 
ant-General for the year 1928-29 In January 1928 the stamp duty of one 
anna on cheques and bills of exchange was dispensed with Owing ta 
the system of unified revenue and postal stamps, apparently the bulk of 
the loss of revenue ansing from that cause has fallen on the Postal 
Department We have recently had under consideration what action the 
Department should take in that connection In view of the fact, diow- 
ever, that the constitution will shortly come under levision and it would 
be difficult to interfere m the meanwhile with financial adjustments with 
provincial Governments, the Department found itself unable to pursue the 
matter Even in spite of these special causes and of the trade depres- 
sion, the revenue of the Department has increased from 997 lakhs in 
1924-25 to 1,120 lakhs m 1929-30 and is likely to increase to 
1,151 lakhs in 1980-31, that is, an improvement in 1930-31, as 
compared with 1924-25, of 154 leikhs The working expenses, unfortu- 
nately, have risen from 888 lakhs in 1924-26 to 1,126 lakhs in 1930-31 
That is an increase of 238 lakhs Of this increase of 238 lakhs, 64 lakhs 
have resulted from the completion of the process of commercialisation of 
the accounts We have to provide 1930-31 for 85 lakha for Deprecia- 
tion for which no provision was made in 1924-26 and on the actuarial 
basis we have to provide for 29 lakhs more for Pensions But the biggest 
item, as I have ^iTready said, is an mci<ease of about 180 lakhs in the pay 
and other allowances of the subordinate employees, 1 1 , mostly the lower 
subordinate staff. 

There is one point which T should like to impress on the House in this 
connection, — I have referred to it otr'-eeveral occasions in the past, — and 



THB INDIAN FINANUB BILL 


2259 


that IS that the number of highly paid officials m this Department is very 
low. The subordinate staff will number about 185 >000 in 1930*81 having 
risen to that figure from about 120,000 in 1924-25 and here it will be 
noticed that the mcrease m the lower subordinate staff is certainly not 
higher than the corresponding increase in the revenue When you look 
at what we call the gazetted staff, the total strength provided for in the 
Budget is 609, against a strength of 606 m 1924-25 Of that 609, 473 
consist of people whose maximum pay does not exceed Rs 800 and there 
are only 136 people who belong to what are known as the supenor civil 
services, t e , their pay goes up to Rs 1,000 or beyond Then, again. Sir, 
we do not employ among these gazetted officers an unduly large number 
of men of non-Indian domicile for whom special concessions are required 
Indeed, the non-voted expenditure in the Department amounts to only 
12 lakhs of rupees out of a total expenditure of 11 crores, and there has 
practically been no nse in that figure since 1924*25 

I know. Sir, that the policy to which I have referred at length has 
the general approval of most ot the Members of this House, and I am 
extremely grateful to my Honourable and learned friend, Mr Kelkar, for 
having commended the policy while speaking in this House on the 4th 
March last I know that the policy is appreciated by the subordinate 
staff itself When I was in Bombay, last December, several of the unions 
of these vanous subordinate employees were kind enough to present me 
with an address, this being perhaps the first time m the history of the 
Department when the lower subordinate staff have presented an address 
to an out-going Member of Council I thought that their action displayed 
a want of wordiy w^isdom because certainly from their point of view it was 
most unprofitable to pay homage to the setting sun But still they did 
it and I may be permitted to quote to this House a passage from that 
address The passage is this 


“It waa also in youi term of office that all grades of officials of this great depart- 
ment were brought into close touch Avith those who govern their destinies What some 
years ago was an etheieal substance in the clouds is now l^mg felt by us all as human 
flesh and blood which we can meet and greet It is needless to say that this contact 
makes for mutual good and is in the interests of both those who govern and those who 
are governed ” 


Now, Sir, if I am entitled to any credit for what has been done for 
these people in the Inst four or five years, surqly the House le entitled to 
the fullest share of that credit , for it is due to continued pressure from 
Members of this House that that action has been taken The pressure 
began wuth my Honourable friend, Mr Jinnah, in the early days of 1925 
lust after I had taken over charge of my present portfolio, and it has 
been contmued practically from day to day by the various Members in 
various quarters of this House I hope, Sir, that this House will feel 
no hesitation m turmng down not only the amendment of my Honour- 
able friend, Mr Amar Nath Dutt, but all the other amendments which 
propose a reduction m the existing postal rates (Appjaiie ) 

Hr. PrdBiddnt; The question is 


proposed First Schedule to the Indian Post 
tiSd ’’ 'Letters* the following be substi- 


*For A weight not exceeding two and a half tolae Half an anna'/' 
The molicnl was negatived 
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Hr. President: The question is: 

“That in Schedule II to the Bill m the propoeed Firat Schedule to the Indian Poet 
Office Act, 1898, befoie the existing entriee under the head 'Ltiitrh* the follo'wmg new 
entry be inserted : 

'For a weight not exceeding one tola . Half an anna’,” 

The Assembly divided : 

AYES— 26. 


Abdoola Haroon, Haji 
Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Maulvi 
Agnihotri, Mr K B L 
Aney, Mr M S 

Ayyangar, Mr K V Bangaswami 
Bhargava, Pandit Thakur Das 
Das, Pandit Nilakantha 
Dutt, Mr Amar Nath 
Dutta, Rai Bahadur 8 C 
Farookhi, Mr Abdul Latif Saheb 
Gour, Sir Han Singh 
Oulab Singh, Sardar 
Kidwai, Sheikh Mushir Husain 
Lalchand Navalrai, Mr 


Mitra, Mr 8 C 
Muk^jee, Mr Saradindu 
Murtu/a Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi 
Sayyid 

Neogy, Mr K C 

Kajan Bakhah Shah, Khan Bahadur 
Makhdum Syed 
Siddiqi, Mr Abdul Qadir 
Singh, Kumar Rananjaya 
Smha, Mr Hajivaranjan Prasad 
Sitaramarnju, Mr B 
Talatuley, Mr S D 
Venkatakrishnayya Choudhri, Mr P. 
Ziauddin Ahmad, Dr 


NOES— 52 

Abdul Aziz, Khan Bahadur Mian 
Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Sahibzada 
Alexander, Mr W 
Banarji, Mr Rajnarayan 
Baum, Mr E F 
Chatterjee, The Revd J 0 
CJocke, Sir Hugh 
Oosgrave. Mr W A 
Crawfor^ Colonel J D 
Orerar, l^e Honouiable Sr James 
Dalai, Dr R D 
Ferrers, Mr V M 
French, Mr. J 0 
Ghazanfar Ah Khan, Raja 
Gidney, Lieut -Colonel H A J 
Gwynne, Mr 0 W 
Hamilton, Mr K L B 
Haidy, Mr Q S 
Heuthcote, Mr L V 
Hira Smgh Brar, Sardar Bahadur, 
Honorary Captain 
Howell, Mr E B 
Ismail Khan, Mr, Muhammad 
Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar 

Jehnngir Sir Cowasii 
Lamb, Mr W S 
Lmdsay, Sir Darcy 


MitcheU, Mr D O 
Mitra, '!l^e Honourable Sir Bhupendra 
Nath 

Mitter, The Honourable Sir Brojendra. 
Mohammad Ismail Khan, Hap 
Chaudhury 
Monteath, Mr J 
Moore, Mr Arthur 
Mukherjee, Rai Bahadur S 0 
Noyce, Sir Frank 
Pai, Mr A Upendra 
Parsons, Mr A A L 
Rainy, The Honourable Sir George 
Ra}ah, Rao Bahadur M C 
Bau, Mr H Shankar 
Roy, Mr K C 

Sahi, Mr Ram Prashad Narayan 
Sams, Mr H A 

Sarfaraz Hussain Khan, Khan 
Bahadur 

Sarma, Mr R. S 

Schuster, The Honourable Sir George. 

Scott, Mr J Ramsay 

Slater, Mr 8 H 

^kes, Mr E F 

Thn Tut, Mr 

Yakub, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Yamin Khan, Mr Muhammad. 
Young, Mr O M 


The motion was negatived. 

Hr. H. S. Aney: 1 move the amendment that stands in my naxpe 
and which is as follows 


“In Schedule II to the Bill, in the proposed First Schedule to the Indian Post 
Office Act, 1908, for the entries under the head *Po8tcard8* the following be substi- 
tuted 

‘Single ... Quarter of an anna 

Reply Half an anna’.” 

Sir, this 18 a hardy annual, and I do not think I can add any new 
arguments now m support of the amendment which I am now moving* 
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My Honourable friend, Mr Amar Nath Dutt, has practically given out 
all the arguments which I could have very well advanced m support of 
-it My Honourable fnend. Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra, has pomted 
out to us that the policy which he hag pursued has had the general 
appreciation and approval of this part of the House, and I say that 
he iS right when he says that I may not be one of those Members 
ivho are very vocal in appreciation of the w^ork he has done, but 
I can assure him that our standing fast to this demand does not mean 
any want of appreciation on our part of all the good work that he has 
undoubtedly done during the time lie has been in charge of hig Depart- 
ment I want to assure him of that m the first place But still, m 
spite of the great work he has done, for which not only Members on this 
■side have expressed their appieciation, but his whole staff are also grateful 
to him, we still maintain that the letention of the postal rate at half an 
?inna is a wTong which requires to be lemedied This is one of the standing 
wrongs which came into exTstcnce on account of certain emergent condi- 
trons, and this wrong is still left unremedied, in spite of the fact that 
those emergent conditions have passed away We are still carrying in the 
form of this half anna postcard the burden which was imposed upon us 
ut a very difficult time Therefore we want our annual protest to be 
recorded, and we hope, if not this vear, at any rate m the near future, 
the wrong will be remedied Immediately w^hen the Government find that 
they are m a position to do something to help to relieve the burdens of 
the people, their attention should be arrested and directed to this wrong 
at once, and not to any other measure of giving relief It is one of those 
wmngs which requires to be remedied first, because it was the poor man 
who was made to pay out of his pocket to contribute to the treasun^ m 
times of difficulty So when the Government are in a better position, 
thG> must immediately remove that burden and allow him to have the 
benefit of his pice postcard This pice postcard is a privilege which he 

has enjoyed for a very long time Bor some time the Government have 

robbed him of that privilege We ask that that privilege should be restored 
to him, if not now, at least when they are in a position to do so But 

I know that they won't do it if xve do not record our protest annually, 

«md for the sake of recording that protest I am moving my amendment. 

IPandit TliBkur Das Bhargava (Ambala Division Non-Muhammadan) : 
Sir, every year I also have eithei moved an amendment in favour of the 
piee postcard, or have supported an amendment that was moved by 
another Honourable Member It is not desirable that, when amendmentfl 
are moved here, the Honourable Member should proceed on a different 
basis and ask for appreciation I am rather surpnsed at the appeal which 
my Honourable fnend made m the last part of his speech, that he would 
'even, allow all his amendments to be vetoed if the Honourable Member’s 
work IS appreciated While appreciating his work apd while giving him 
his due, I would submit, Sir, that the House will he well advised m 
‘Supportmg this amendment Now”, I will refer the Honourable Member 
*to the spee^ which he delivered in this House on. the 27th March, 1929, 
ivhen he was pleased to say 

was noi in the best mUrestf of th* BaparimfCti or lifl cu«tomert that 
should try to conserve the relatively small sotplti^ which the BepartinMit was likely 
■to produce from year to year, so that at the end of a long term of yeare, H- migM 
STOW to a figure which would permit of a redo^ioa' jua, say* the postesml rate.” 
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So I understand that he has always been in favour of the reduction of the 
rate for postcards, and he is himself responsible for the formulation of the 
policy which would ultimately lead to the reduction m the rate for 
postcards My submission has always been, and is even today, that, 
whatever opmion the Honourable Member in charge of this Department 
mav hold, I always stick to the opinion that it is not a commercial depart- 
ment The mstitution of the post office, Sir, is a feature of the civilized 
administration of every State, and all the servants employed m the post 
office are public servants I don't understand m what particular sense 
the view that this Department is a commercial department hag been 
maintained In my humble opinion, if this view was accepted m relation 
to the Telegraph Depaitment, this Department ought to have been 
abolished long ago And similarly in regaid to other departments, the 
view that such and such a department is a commeicial department cannot 
be justified. 

Now, Sir, whatever may be said about letters, so far as postcaids are 
concerned, I do not think it w'lll be disputed that they are used very 
largely by very poor people in this countrj^ The pice postcard has really 
endeareff itself to the poor people of this country, and the late, which 
was increased in the year 1922 as a war measuie, is really telling very 
heavily upon the poorer classes of this country If }ou compare the 
earning capacity of a poor man in India with that of a national of some 
other country and also compare the postage rates m this country witb 
those prevailing m that country vou will find that the rates prevailmg m. 
this country are not rcall\ very low, and I know of no other argument which 
has been adduced by the Honourable Member in charge, which can justify^ 
the keeping of the present rates As a war measure, the price was doubled, 
and there is no reason wh\ that price should be maintained today If you 
look to the figures of postcards, Sir, you will find that the years 1919-20, 
1920-21 and 1921-22 havo been years of great prospenty so far as the 
number of postcards used by the people is concerned Then, as soon as 
the price was raised, there came a drop, and even now we have not been 
able to make up that drop, and I understand that the number of postcards 
used in the year 1927-28 was less than the number used in 1921-22, and 
the community m general has not used the postcard m the way it should 
^ have been used if normal development were allowed I under- 
stand, Sir, that the reduction in the rate of the postcard w'ould 
mean the cost of another 70 lakhs or so to the State, and that it is diffi- 
cult to hnd out this amount The Postal Department, icommercially 
speakirig, Sir, is not a losing concern, and if these 70 lakhs could be 
supplied by the general revenues of the country, it will be easy for the 
Department to reduce this rate Now, when there was a deficit in the 
Budget to the tune of 4 crores 40 lakhs, Government were able to devise 
several methods So what is the difficulty? Can’t 70 lakhs be found out 
fi*om some other source so that a measure of this character may help 
the poor people ? This vear the income-tax is increased by 70 lakhs, and 
it is a surplus at pmsent in the Budget Cannot tl^JS surplus be used 
for reducing the rate of the postcard ? Even if , jt canpot be^ I consider 
that the income-tax pavers of India would rather like to pay one pie more* 
and see the rate of the postcard rediioed {.4n Honovtahle Member: 
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“Question”) It may be, Sir, that some people may not like that idea^. 
because one of my friends here has questioned it, but all the same, I 
think I am voicing the popular opinion, when 1 say that many people 
will gladly hke to pay an extra one pie by way of income-tax if the rate 
of the postcard can be reduced to help the poor people 

'i’lien it was said, on the last occasion, and it may be said today, that 
the reduction of the rate foi postcards will not benefit the poorer classes 
of this country, and I know that my friend will quote Mr Joshi on this 
point But it IS no use quoting him After all, the income-tax comes 
from the middle classes, and you can raise the income-tax \^hlch will be 
realised from the middle classes it you think that these postcards are used 
largely by them If ve were to find out what part of the revenues of the 
country is contributed by the middle classes, and if an attempt were 
made to apportion out to see what part is used in respect of such depart- 
ments as are more useful to the middle classes, 1 don’t think this sort 
of computation or accounting would lead to the result that the interests 
of the middle classes are nob considered by the Government Even if 
it does not benefit the pooler classes, I may here 8a> on their behalf 
that the rate of the postcard should be reduced I do not think that this 
year the rates can or will be reduced I know that the Government can 
carry the day, but I can ceitainly predict that when the representatives 
of the poorei classes of my countrymen come to this House, they will 
reduce the rate of the postcard as a first measure, and as my friend says, 
they will restoie the price to its former rate, and there js much sigmticance 
m what he says I am sorry that the interests of the poor people are not 
properly looked after by the Government The Government cannot realise 
that a person who earns six pice per day, whenever he has occasion to 
use a postcard, is hard put to it, and it ig most unfortunate that Govern 
ment should treat measures of this character with such light heartedness 
I appeal to all Members of this House, especially to the non-official elected 
Members, to vote in favour of this amendment, keeping m view the interests 
of the poorer classes 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt; 8ii, there is a similar amendment standing m 
my name, and in supporting this I shall be very brief The arguments 
I have already adduced to reduce postage of letters apply mutatta 
mutandis to the case of postcaids ^^ith greater force, because post- 
cards are used by the poorest amongst us Sir, while I yield to none in 
my appreciation of what has been done by the Honourable Member in 
charge of the Department for the amelioration of the service conditions 
of the lower paid subordinate staff of the Postal Department, and also, 
while appreciatang the boon which he has conferred during his tenure of 
office upon his own countrymen m the shape of opening thousands of 
post offices, I must point out that the figures wh,ch he quoted, which are 
quoted every year in this House may be characterised m the words of e 
former Finance Member as nothing but jugglery in figures These can 
b© made to fit any theory the Honourable Member may choose to advance. 
That 18 the admission of an ex-Finance Minister, who now adoma the 
office of a Governor of a province He said, “I have in mv Ilepartment 
men who can give figures in such a way as to mean anyttnpg*'. I trust 
the honourable Member in charge was not in that department at that 
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tunc I ha\e <i shrewd huspicion about these figures We do not get the 
leal details Tlie\ pioceed on the assumption that certain expenses must 
be incinred, and they ask us to give the money That is not the proper 
uav I beg to submit that at least this question of the po&tcard should 
not be lightly treated by any Member, be he an Indian or an European, 
because ,it affects the poorest m the country and 1 hope every one of us 
will vote for this amendment 

The Revd. J. 0. Ohatterjee (Nominated Indian Chr^tians) I oppose 
the motion for one particular reason and it is this, that the Postal Depart- 
ment 18 at present working on a large deficit, and I believe that, if we 
cut down the income of the Postal Department by any method, then cer- 
tain very necessary improvement in the pay and allowances of the sub- 
ordanate staff, especially postmen and others, who do the hardest work 
m the Postal Department and an the service of the country cannot be 
effected There are a large number of postmen who work from day to 
dav, whether it is in the heat or whether it is in the biting cold of the 
winter, in rain or sunshine They go on every day of the year from 
door to door and do thear work with great honesty and with great efficiency 
I have experience of their needs as I am in personal contact with them 
They are not receiving the salaries which they ought to receive, especially 
in large cities, for example m a place like Delhi The allowances which 
they get m a citv like Delhi for house accommodation are very small 
They get two or three rupees I ask Honourable Members if it is pos- 
sible for a man to get a decent house or even a house in whuch he can 
squeeze in a mo<lerate family at that rate It may be said that the allow- 
ance IS only to help him His salary ranges between Rs 20 and Rs 25 
and does not go beyond Rs 25 Sbme of them are literate and have even 
passed the Matnculation examination How can they manage to live an 
decency or reasonable comfort on that salary or allowances? Therefore 
I feel that, if we cut dowm the income of the Post Office, it will be im- 
possible to give any relief to these men Sir, I vaeld to none in mv sym- 
pathy w'lth the hardships of the poor I can claim without exaggeration 
that T am as much in contact with the poor, even extremely poor 
neople, as mv friend Mr Thakur Das Bhargava, but I have not as yet 
heard of a poor man complaining about the price of postcards 

Mr. President: I think the Honourable Member in charge is quite 
able to defend himself. 

The Revd, J, 0. Ohatterjee: I am only pointing out that it is not cor- 
rect to sa> that there is any real burden on the poor man owing to the 
cost of postcards, for the simple reason that the poor man does not write 
many postcards He probably uses a postcard once in six months*, or once 
in a year,) but I have never heard him complaining of the price of the post- 
card There are a great many other things of which the poor man com- 
plains, he complains of lack of house accommodation, of the high price 
of food or clothes. I have honestly never heard of a man complaining 
of the pnee of a postcard He sometimes pays much more to have a 
card written for him That being so, I thinSk it is very much better not 
to decrease the price of the postcards, because nobody is really overbur- 
dened by the present price of the postcard, whereas the revenue of 
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the Post Ofl&ce, if maintained, will really benefit the lower paid staff and 
especially the postmen, mail runners, sorters and humble public servants 
of the Postal Department 

Pandit l^Uakantha Das: While I was listening w’^th attention to the 
speech of my Honourable friend opposite, 1 seem to have heard him say 
that the post offices are growung in numbers and that is being done 
on account of the income fiom postcards and envelopes Will he kindly 
explain how the increase of post offices does not produce more and more 
money, the Postal Department being a commeicial department? The 
percentage of profit ought to grow with expanse of the market m any 
commercial concern Does he not proceed on this principle? Should he 
go on increasing the post offices more and more at the cost of the tax- 
payer? That 18 the question which I want to ask my Honourable friend, 
the Member in charge of the Postal Department 

Tli« Honpurable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: 1 am afraid my friend 
Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava is very unkind to me He pays no attention 
to what I say ever\ year on this subject of the reduction of the poet 
card rate This >ear <iga 4 n he has tried to argue from the fact that 
there was a large drop in the consumption of postcards in the year 1922- 
23, that that reduction was due to the doubling of the post card rate us 
a result of which the poor man ceased to partake in a large measure of 
that facility As I have explained on previous occasions, that drop was 
rea'lly due to trade depression and slackness in business which supervened 
on the trade boom that follow^ed the Armistice It is for a similar reason 
that there ha^ been a fall in the revenue of the Postal and Telegraph De- 
partment m the last two yeais To that I have already referred w^heo I 
was deahng with the first amendment of my fnend Mr Amar Nath Dutt 
That fact also answers the question which has been put to me by m\ 
fnend Mr Nilakantha Das It is true that we have opened additional 
post offices and thereby offered extended facilittes m rural areas, but 
owing to the trade depression the letters and post cards conveved b\ the 
department have not shown the anticipated growth and that has affected 
the revenue That fact also supports the unsoutidness of the proposition 
placed before the House by mj friend Mr Thakur Das Bhargava Now, 
if it IS true that the poor man makes cons'derable use of the post card, 
then the fact that we have increased the number of post offices in rural 
areas in the last five years should have helped us appreciably m the matter 
of our revenue But the correct position m regard to the poor man has 
already been explained by my Honourable friend Pevd Chatterjee; and 
the same attitude has been taken on previous occasions by various other 
Members m this House, including m\ Honourable fnend Mr N M. Joshi, 
who are all farmhar with the requirements of the poor man The point 
IS that the poor man does not possess the requisite degree of literacy and 
therefore it is not possible for him to make any extensive use of the post 
card ^ 

I fullv realise the real character of this debate That was explained 
by my Honourable friend Mr Anev to whom I am grateful for the kind 
words he swd about me It is the registration of an annual protest which 
may some day l^ad to a reduction in the poet card rate financial 
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quilibnum has again been restored in the department, and the outstand* 
Qg demands of the lower subordinate staff have been complied with to a 
easonable extent, I hope the time will come for some reduction in the 
lost card rate My Honourable friend Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava also 
aid that when Honourable Members on the opposite side came and occupied 
hese Benches they would forthwith reduce the post card rate I would 
gk my Honourable friends opposite to ponder over that proposition a 
it I think my Honourable fnend Sir Hugh Cocke the other day referred 
0 the fact that in England the Post Office now yields a profit of some* 
ling like £9 milljions But even so, the Labour Government there have 
ot thought it appropriate to bnng down the post card rate or any 
ostage rate m that country I think m that connection I quoted on a 
revious occasion from a speech of Mr Snowden where he definitely ex* 
lamed why these postal rates could not be brought down 

I am Borry that my Honourable fivend Mr Bhargava did me an m- 
istice; for I certainly did not appeal to niv Honourable friends opposite 
bat out of deference to me they should turn down this proposition All 
said was thus* that m view of the action that they have consistently 
iken m this matter of the improvement of the service conditions of 
ae lower subordinate staff in the department, they should turn down this 
mendment Sir, the acceptance of this amendment would cost about 
0 lakhs a year and I cannot possibly accept it 

Mr, PresMsnt : The question is : 

“That in ^edule 11 to ^he Bill, in tfte proposed First Schedule to the Indian Post 
mce Act, 1898, for the entnea under the head 'Postcards' the following be substi- 

Single . Quarter of an anna 

... Half an anna’ ” 

The Assembly divided :j 


AYES-^. 


Abdul Maim Ghaudhury, Maulvi 
Agnihotri, Mr K B t 
Aney, Mr M S 

Ayyangar, Mr K V Bangaswami 
■Bhargava, Pandit Thakur Das 
Chettiyar, Rao Bahadur P T 
Koinaraswami 
Das, Pandit Nilakantha 
Dutt, Mr Amar Nath 
Dutta, Rai Bahadur S C 
Farookhi, Mr Abdul Latif Saheb 
Gour, Sir Hari Singh 
Qalab Singh, Sardar 
Tswar Saran, Munshi 
Kidwai, Sheikh Mushir Husain 
Lalchand Navalrai, Mr 
Malaviva, Pandit Krishna Kant 
Mitra, Mr 8 O. 


Mukerjee, Mr Saradindu 
Muriuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi 
Sayyid 

Neogy, Mr K 0 

Rajan Bakhsh Shah, Khan Bahadur 
Makhdum Syed 
Rang Behari Lai, Lala 
Ranga Iyer, Mr O 8 
Swda, Rai Sahib Harbilas 
Singh, Kumar Ranaajaya 
Prasad 

Singh, Mr Gaya Prasad 
Sinha, Kumar Qanganand 
Sinha, Mr Rajivaranjan Prasad 
Sitaramaraju, Mr B 
Talatnley, Mr S D 
Venkataknshnayya Choudhri, Mr P, 
Ziauddin Ahmad, Dr 



NOES-^1 


Abdol Axiz, Khan Bahadur Mian 
Abdol Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Sahibzada 
Alexander, Mr W 
Anwar-ul Azim, Mr 
Banarji, Mr Roinarayan 
Baum, Mr E F 
•Chatterjee, The Revd. J 0 
■Cosgrava, Mr W A, 

Crawfor^ Colonel J D 
■Crerar, The Honourable Sir James 
Xialal, Dr R D 
Ferrers, Mr V M 
French. Mr J 0 
Dhazanfar Ah Khan, Raja. 

*Ghuznavi, Mr A H 
Sidney, Lieut -Colonel H A J 
‘Gwynne, Mr 0 W 
Hamilton, Mr E L B 
Hardy, Mr G S 
Heathcote, Mr L V 
Hira Smg^ Brar, Sardar Bahadur, 
Honorary Captain 
Howell Mr E B 
Ismail Khan, Mr Muhammad 
Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar 

Lamb, Mr W S 
Lindsay, Sir Darcy 

The motion was negatived 
Schedule II was added to the Bill 
Hr. President: The question is* 


Mitchell, Mr D G 
Mitra, The Honourable Sir Bhupandra 
Nath 

Mitter, The Honourable Sir Brojendra. 
Mohammad Ismail Khan, Haji 
Chaudhury 
Monteath, Mr J. 

Moore, Mr Arthur 
Mukherjee, Rai Bahadur S C 
Noyce, Sir Frank 
Pai, Bifr A Upendra 
Parsons, Mr A A. L 
Rahimtulla, Mr Fazal Ibrahim. 

Rainy, The Honourable Sir George 
Rajah, Bao Bahadur M 0 
Rau, Mr H Shankar 
Roi\ 7, Mr. K 0 

Sahi, Mr Ram Prashad Narayan 

Sams, Mr H, A, 

Schuster, The Honourable Sir George 
Scott, Mr J Ramsay. 

Slater, Mr S H 
Sykes, Mr E F. 

Tin Tub, Mr 

Yakub, Maulvi Muhammad 
Yamin Khan, Mr Muhammad 
Young, Mr G M. 


"The Schedule HI stand part of the Bill " 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt* Sir, I beg to move the amendment that stands 
in my name and which rune as follows 

"That for Part I.A of Schedule HI to the Bill the following be substituted • 


Pabt I. 


Rates of Income tax 


A lo the case of every individual, Hindu undivided family, 
unregistered firm and other association of individuals 
not being a registered firm or a company — 


Rate 


(1) When the total income is less than Rs 6,000 , , 

(2) When the total income is Rs. 6,000 or upwards, but 

is less than Ba 10,000 

(3) When the total income le Hs 10,000 or upwards, but 

is less than Rs 16,000. 

(4) When the total income is Rs 15,000 or upwards, but 

18 less than Re 20,000. 

(5) When the total income la Rs 20,000 or upwards^ but 

is less than Hs. 30,000, 

(6) When the total lucome is Rs, 30,000 or upwards, but 

is. lees than Rs 40,000 

1(7) When the tota^ income is Rs 40,000 or upwards , 


Ntl 

Four pies in the rupee. 

Five pies in the rupee. 

Sis pies in the rupee. 

Nine pies in the rupee 

One anna in the rupee. 

One anna and six pies 
lu tho rapea" 
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Sir, when submitting this amendment to the Schedule with reference 
to the Income-tax Act, I carefully considered the income of the several 
classes of the Indian people before putting down at what rates they ought 
to be taxed My first difference with Government as regards the Schedule 
IS with respect to incomes between Rs 2,000 and Rs 5,000. They want 
to tax the people whose income is over Bs 2,000, that is, whose income 
18 less than even Rs 175 per month , but I want that people whose income- 
18 just slightly over Rs 400 should not be taxed, but people drawing 
Rs 425 and ov&r may be taxed My reason is this , ordinanlj a gentleman 
having two or three children and a w^fe, a daughter to educate and two- 
sons to be sent to college can hardly maintain himself and his family 
with Rs 400 a month And he already pays several taxes to Government 
in the shape of land revenue, house rent and so forth Income-tax should 
be assessed only upon such people who do not paj any tax for the main- 
tenance of the Government of the country, but m India these people 
generally pay various otlier taxes and thev are hard-preseed for this 
income-tax So I ask that people whose income is below Rs 400 a month 
should not pay any income-tax at all Then the difference is with respect 
to those who belong to a class whose income vanes from Rs 400 to Rs 800, 
that 18 to say, from Rs 5,000 to Re lO.O^'K) a >ear For them I would 
not have any rate save and except 4 pies m the rupee I consider that 
to be rather a high rate, but as Government at the present moment require 
money, and the Finance Member has to find out w^avs and means in the 
shape of some Tariff Bill, I would not exempt these men, but they may 
be assessed at 4 pies in the rupee 

With respect to those getting more than Rs 800 a month, and up 
to Rs 1,250, I niaj take them to be at least gentlemen who are w’ell 
placed in life Considering our Indian standard of life, we may say that a 
gentleman who draws Rs 1,000 a month is w'ell placed m life and he 
can be asked to pa\ at the rate of 5 pies m the rupee (Munshi Iswar 
Saran “Question ’’) Of course there are different standards of living 
For gentlemen who have to go abroad every year and live for six months 
in the cold climate of England and enjoy the company of white men and 
women instead of their own countrymen, an income of Rs 1,000 or even 
Rs 10,000 may be nothing I know crores of money have been spent in 
that way Then people whose income is between Rs 15,000 and Rs 20,000 
may pay six pies m the rupee Then T come to people whose income is 
between Rs 20,000 and Rs 30,000 a year These are generally men of 
the class or classes smular to those who have risen to the rank of District 
Magistrates and District Judges from the rank of Deputy Magistrates or 
Munsiffs and have been fortunate enough to get listed appointments 
At one time their income was Rs 250 or 800 a month, and so they can 
afford to pav some income-tax They can pay a little more income-tax, 
nine pies m the rupee People who get more than Re 2,500 a month 
are rich men, and thev may be taxed one anna in the rupee I have 
no objection to these rich people being taxed at that rate Then with 
regard to people who get more than Rs 40,000 a year, that is people like 
‘High CouH Judges, Secretaries to Government, etc , people who draw 
Rs 4,000 a month or over, should be taxed certainly at the rate of one 
anna and six pies in the rupee In support of these figures, T think. Sir, 

1 need hardly waste the time of the House bv saving anything more. 
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because an elaborate examination of the reports of the debates of the 
l/egislative Assembly will show the reason why we ask for a reduction of 
this tax every year, and I think I need not waste the time of the House 
hy repeating the same arguments year after ^ear. But when I put these 
figures before the Honourable the Fmance Member, I can assure him that 
I have carefully considered the matter and come to these rates which no 
reasonable man can decline to accept 

The Honourabae Sir George Schuster; Sir, I have calculated what 
would be the cost of the amendment proposed by my Honourable friend. 
It would reduce our receipts from income-tax by 325 7 lakhs on the basis 
of the statistics for 1928-^ I do not feel, Sir, that it is necessary really 
to do more than to state that bare fact Instead of getting an addi- 
tional revenue from income-tax we should lose this very laige sum and 
the finances of the Government could not be carried on on that basis 
I dealt with an amendment of thie kind last venr m the course of the 
debate on the Finance Bill, and pointed out that the limit of exemption 
stands considerably lower m England than it does m India I do not 
think that any case has been made out for raismg that limit Of course, 
every tax is an objectionable measure But if money has to be found, 
I think the piescnt income-tax is a very fair way of raismg a part at least 
of -what IS required to meet the Government's expenditure Su*, T must 
oppose the amendment 

Mr. President; The question I have to put is* 

''That for Part I A of Schedule III to the Bill the following be substituted 


Part I 


Rates of Income-tax 

A. In the case of every individual, Hindu undivided family, 
unregistered firm and other association of individuals 
not being a registered firm or a company — 

(1) When the total income la less than Rs 5,000 • 

<2) When the total income is Rs 6,000 or upwards, but 
IS less than Rs 10,000 

(3) When the total income is Rs 10,000 or upwards, but 

18 less than Rs 16,000 

(4) When the total income IS Rs 16,000 or upwards, but 

IB less than Rs 20,000 

(6) When the total income is Rs 20,000 or upwards, but 

is less than Rs 30,000. 

(0) When the total income is Ra 30,000 or upwards, but 
is less than Rs. 40,000 

(7) When the total income is Rs 40,000 or upwards 

The motion was negatived 


Rate 

Nxl 

Four pies in the rupee. 

Five pies m the rupee . 

Six pies in the rupee 

Nine pies in the rupee. 

One anna m the rupee 

One anna and six pies 
in the rupee ” 


Pandit Thaknr Das Bhargava: I do not move amendment No. 32.* 


Bai Bahadur S. 0. Dntta; Sir, I move 

“That in Part I-A of Schedule III to the Bill, m entry (Ik for the word and 
figures *Rs 2,000' the word and figures ‘Rs 3,600’ be substituted '' 


I only wish to add that the cost of living has altogether mcreaeed 
The house rents m towns have increased, municipal rates and cesses have 


*‘Tn Part FA of Schedule III to the Bill, the worda *Hiiida undivided family’ be 
omitted.*' 


O 
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increased, prices of food-stuffs and other things have also increased, so 
there is a case for raising the minimum exemption 

The motion was negatived 

Pandit Thakiir Das Bhargava: Sir, I beg to move. 

‘ Thit in Part I A of Schedule III to the Bill, the following bo added to entry (1) 
‘But in case of Hindu undivided family when the total income is 

less than Rs 4,000 Nil 

and consequential amendments be made in entry ^2)' " 

I take this opportunity of thanking the Honourable the Law Member 
for the kind sympathy that he has been pleased to show to the main pro- 
position I moved while considering the Finance Bill This particular 
amendment proceeds upon the policy which the Government themselves 
have accepted in regard tf> super tax As the House is well aware, the 
Government have made this concession in regard to super-tax in favour 
of the Hindu imdividi'd family, though they have regarded the minimum 
income as its 75 000 instead of Hs 50,000 Now, I do not think there 
IS any undivided family wdiich has got members less than two m number, 
so that if there are two members, then the minimum income comes to 
Hs 2,000 w'hich is the minimum income foi all others Therefore, I am 
submitting that if this amendment is accepted by the Government, they 
do not doereaso tlio minimum taxable income of the individual Now, 
Sir, I understand that this will involve something like 25 lakhs or so 
Hilt, Sir, this us exactly the premium which the law lajs upon the separa 
tion of the Hindu family by the Income-tax Act If it is realised that 
this matter in the Income-tax Act is a sort of penalty to the Hindu un- 
divided family, I would submit that the amount involved is not material 
I have purposely leframed from sending m amendments to the other parts 
of this Schedule, whereas they would have been quite relev^ant and per- 
fectly consistent with the main purpose of this amendment when 
Ihev related to incomes of more than Ks 4, 000 But that I have purposely 
done because I understand that the Government have been pleased to 
go into this matter But as that policy will take some three or four years, 
T made bold to suggest this amendment now as this will bring relief 
to the poorest families of the Hindus If a Hindu has got an income of 
Hs 2,000 and if a family has got its income of Bs 2,000 and there are 
five members constituting the family that means you are taxing an 
individual w'ho is getting only Rs 35 a month while in any other case you 
cannot tax any undivided family unless an individual gets an income of 
about Bs 183 a month I would therefore submit that as a fair test of 
‘ ' (onung justice in regard to the Hindu families, this amendment mav 
!» a(((])tul by the Houfle. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, as regards the loss of revenue 
involved, I understand that my friend is moving the second of the three 
amendments standing under No 84 I think my Honourable friend is 
about right in his estimate of the loss of revenue According to the 
figures of 1028-20, it would be just under 20 lakhs Sir, T have always 
been myself in a difficulty in dealing with this question which has come 
up several times before, for I have always found myself unable to under- 
stand the argument which is advanced in this case I appreciate that in 
certain cases, there may be hardship to an Hindu undivided family and 
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those cases we propose to exammt But in the ordinary case, any ordi- 
nary head of a family, as I pointed out in the debate the other day, may 
have wife and two or three children The whole of the income comes in 
hia own name and he has to pay tax on that income. He gets no allowance 
in respect of his wife or his children and I fail to see why, m the case of 
a Hindu undivided family, the total income of the family should be split 
up into shares, whereas in the case of an ordinary family, if the income 
IS that of the head of the family, it should bo treated eis income of one 
man only 

I feel that if the arguments on which my Honourable friend has based 
his proposal were to be accepted, a great deal of injustice w'-ould be done 
to other families That, Sir, is the sort of point which will have to be 
discussed when advantage is taken of the promise made by my Honourable 
colleague, the Law Member, that a Bill should be put up and discussed 
between the proposers and the Government and eventually circulated for 
opinion Tn the meanwhile, Sir, although anxious to do justice when it 
IS possible or rather to remove an injustice whenever it is possible, I am 
afraid that I must on behalf of the Government oppose this amendment. 

Mr President* The question is 

“That in Part I A of flchedule ITI to the Bill the following b© added to entr> (1) 
‘But in case of Hindu undivided family when the total income 

isj less than Rs 4,000 Nil ’ 

and consequential amendments be made in entry (2) ” 

The motion was negatived 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava. Sir, I beg to move that 

‘That m Part I A of Schedule ITI to the Bill the following be added to entry (1) - 

‘But m cage of Hindu unduided family when the total income 

18 1©8S than Es 3,000 Nil ' 

and consequential amendments be made in entry (2) 


Sir, I have been heanng the views of the Honourable the Finance- 
Membei on this point, and I understand that he feels some difficulty m 
accepting the pnnciple of the proposal which I have been submitting for his 
consideration every year Now, I may point out a case lu which an indivi- 
dual 18 getting an income of Es 3,000 contributed by his sons or daughters 
In that case it is individual income, so far as this income is concerned 
This 18 his own income and the man will not be free from being taxed on 
Ewcount merely of the fact that he belongs to an undivided Hindu family 
But so far as the joint ancestral property is concerned, it may be that m 
that property a man mav acquire some sort of title or interest by birth Mav 
r just illustrate my point by referring to a family m which there are two 
)r three earning members In that case, Sir, it might happen that their 
oint income, the -income of three or four members, may come up to 
Ets 2,000 , in that case they may have usually their wives, children and all 
)f them living together, but all the same their income would be added 
-ogether and they will be taxed as a Hindu undivided family It is m 
'egard to this case that hardship occurs Now, Sir, so far as the pnnciple 
►f this amendment is concerned, Government themselves are committed 
o it As I submitted in reference to mv last amendment what they pro- 
pose m relation to the super-tax applies on all louts to the present cose. 

o 2 
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In the case of super tax under Part II of ISkihedule III, the rates proposed 
are • 

“In the ca»€ of every Hindu undivided family . 

(i) jn respect of the first twenty-five thousand 

rupees of the excess Ntl, 

(ii) for every rupee of the next twenty-five 

thousaad rupees of such excess One anna and one pie in the 

rupee ” 

So that they themselves have fully realised the justice of the case and 
have raised the minimum taxable income of a Hindu undivided family by 
50 per cent Now, this is exactly what I ask in relation to poor families 
So what justification is there for making that sort of concession m re- 
gard to rich families who have to pay super-tax and not extending the 
same thing to poor families whose income is less than Ks 3,000? My 
humble submission is that it will not be difficult for a rich family to 
pay income-tax and even super-tax, however unjust it may be, but in 
regard to the poor man it will be very difficult even to pay income-tax I 
would therefore beg the Honourable the Finance Member to accept rny 
amendment So far as this particular amendment is concerned, he cannot 
meet it with the argument which he has been pleased to place before the 
House in relation to my previous amendment Sir, I move 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I do not wish to enter into 
any lengthy discussion of this question at this moment I hope there will 
be an opportunity afforded fully to thresh out the several aspects of this 
question if we follow the procedure suggested by my Honourable Colleague, 
the Law Member I fully recognise that the Honourable the Mover of this 
amendment has a certain amount to say on his side if his argument is 
that the present system is illogical I quite agree it is illogical that in 
the case of income-tax no distinction should be made whereas in the case of 
super-tax a distinction is made between a Hindu undivided family and an 
ordinary individual, but I am afraid that the acceptance of that lack of 
logic m the present system cannot induce me to accept the present 
amendment I feel that the whole matter requires a gieat deal of further 
study before we can deal with it My Honourable friend said that, in the 
case of several adult members of one family each of whom is esumng 
an income, all the income will be pooled together and taxed accordingly. 
But according to my information, the earned income of a member of a 
Hindu undivided family is not ordinarily combined with the family income 
for the purposes of assessment I understand that it may be so combined 
if the member of the family has received a special education at the cost 
of the family and if the income is earned by virtue of the qualifications 
which that special education has given him, but in other oases, according 
to my information, the individual eeurmngs of each member are treated 
separately However, this is a matter which will be inquired into, and 
I submit to this House that a great deal of study is necessary before we 
can tackle this matter If oases of that sort of injustice do exist, those 
are cases which might be remedied, but on the other hand I would point 
out to my Honourable friend, in support of what I have said before, if 
vou take the case of an ordinary father with one infant child who is earning 
no income at all, that would constitute a family of two as he says, and 
I cannot see why, in the case of a Hindu family of that kind, the income 
should be treated as divided into two shares, whereas in the case of a 
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non-Hindu family, it should be treated as the income of the head of the 
family That is the pomt which I was making However, I do not intend 
to carry the argximent any further now The amendment which we now 
have before us would cost rather over Bs 10 lakhs, and until this matter 
is further examined, I am afraid, that, on behalf of the Government, I 
must oppose it 

Hr. President; The question is 

“That in Part I-A of Schedule III to the Bill the following be added to entry (1) . 

‘But m case of Hindu undivided family when the total income 

13 less than Rs 3,000 iSTf/ ’ 

and consequential amendments be made in entry (2) “ 

The Assembly divided 

(At this stage Mr President vacated the Chair which was taken by 
Mr Deputy President ) 

AYES— 25 


Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Maulvi 
Agnihotn, Mr K B L 
Aney, Mr M S 

Ayyangar, Mr K V Rangaswami 
Bhargava, Pandit Thakur Das 
Das, Pandit Nilakantha 
Dutt, Mr A mar Nath 
Gour, Sir Hari Singh 
Qulab Singh, Sardar 
Lalchand Navalrai, Mr 
Malaviva Pandit Krishna Kant 
Mitra, Mr S 0 

Mohammad Ismail Khan, Haji 
Chaudhury 


Mukerjee, Mr Saradmdu 
Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi 
Sayyid 

Kang Behari Lai, Lala 

Reddi, Mr T N Ramakrishna 

Sarda, Rai Sahib Harbilas 

Singh, Kumar Rananjaya 

Singh, Mr Adit Prasad 

Smha, Kumar Qanganand 

Sinha, Mr Rajivaranjan Piasad 

Sitaramaraju, Mr B 

Tsiituley, Mr 8 D 

Venkataknehnayya Choudhri, Mr P 


N0ES-.61 


Abdoola Haroon, Haji 

Abdul Aziz, Khan Bahadui Mian 

Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Sahibzada 

Alexander, Mr W 

Banarji, Mr Rajnarayan 

Baum, Mr E F 

Chatterjee, The Revd J C 

Chetty, Mr R K Shanmukham 

Cocke, Sir Hugh 

Oosgrave, Mr W A 

Crawford, Colonel J D 

Crerar, The Honourable Sir James 

Dalai, Dr R 

Ferrers, Mr V M, 

French, Mr J 0 
Qhazanfar Ah Khan, Raja 
Gidney, Lieut -Colonel H A J 
Owynne, Mr 0 W 
Hamilton, Mr^K L B 
Hardy, Mr G 8 
Heatbcote, Mr L V 
Hira Smgh Brar, Sardar Bahadur, 
Honorary Captain 
HbweQ) Mr E B 

Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar 

Jshai^r. Sir Cowasii 
Lamb, Mr W 8 

He motion was negatived. 


Lindsay, Sir Darcy 
Mitchell, Mr D G 
Mitra, The Honourable Sir Bhupendra 
Nath 

Mitter, The Honourable Sir Brojendta. 
Mody, Mr H P 
Monteath, Mr J 
Moore, Mr Arthur 
Mukherjee, Rai Bahadur S 0 
Noyce, Sir Frank 
Pai, Mr A Upendra 
Parsons, Mr A A L 
Purshotamdas Thakurdas, Sir 
Rainy, The Honourable Sir Qeorge- 
Rajah, Rao Bahadur M 0 
Rajan Bakhsh Shah, Khan Bahadur 
Makhdum Syed 
Rau, Mr H Shankar 
Sahi, Mr Ram Praahad Narayan 
Sams, Mr HA * 

Schuster, The HUnonrable Sir Georgev 
Scott, Mr. J Ramsay 
Slater, Mr 8 H 
Svkm, Mr E F 
Tin Tht, Mr 

Yamhi Khan, Mr Muhammad. 

Young, Mr. G M 



2274 LEOiSLATiVB ASSEMBLY [22 nd Mar 1930 

Mr. I^cband KaVBlrai (Smd Ncm-Muhammadan Rural) Sir, I beg 
tio move , 

“That in Part I-A of Schedule III to the Bill for entries (2), (3), (4), (5), (6), (7) and 
(8) the following be labeUtuied : 

‘(2) When the total income i» lU 2,000 or upwards Five pies m the rupee’ ” 

Sir, the present inoome-tax incidence is on a graded scale. It is a 
scale which rises from 5 pies to one anna and six pies It w 

® hve pies on a total income of lis 2,000 or upwards but lees 

than Rs 5,000, it is six pies in the rupee on a total income from Rs 5,000 
up to less than Rs. 10,000, nine pies m the rupee on an income between 
Rs 10,000 to Rs 20,000, one anna m the rupee on a total income of 
Rs 20,000 to Rs 30,000, one anna and three pies m the rupee on 
Rs 30,000 to Rs 40,000, and one anna six pies in the rupee on an income 
•of Rs 40,000 or upwards Now, Sir, my amendment is that the income- 
tax should be calculated at the rate of only five pies in the rupee on all 
income and there should be only one fiat rate, and not on a grade scale 
as at present existing Sir, it may be said that my amendment is 
a novel one and without a precedent, and as such it should not have been 
made But if the House will bear with me for a brief few minutes, and 
if they are open to conviction, I shall be able to satisfy them that thera 
is a precedent, that income-tax was levied at only one rate up to the 
year 1916, and incidence of the tax also was not so high as it is now 
Now, Sir, it may be said that the income-tax is a direct tax and some of 
the English economists have said that a direct tax is better than an 
indirect tax This may be true m countries which are rolling m gold and 
wlio^e resources are not exploited and where people are living happily, 
but it is not true of a country like India where the resources aie all ex- 
ploited, where industnea are not at all supported and where the majority 
of iho people live from hand to mouth In a country like this, to have 
income tax is tantamount to oppression, and if the incidence is unjust as 
it IS at present, it is certainly very objectionable and goes to nun the 
( ountiy 

Sir Hugh Oocke (Bombay European) 1 am extremely sympathetic 
to the Honourable Member's amendment, but may I ask him now it is 
going to help the masses? 

Mr. Lftlchand Navalral: I know the difiiculties of the Government, but 
that IS no reason for their not doing the thing to which they are pledged 
1 will presently show you that, before the war, the incidence was only 5 
jnes m the rupee There was only one scale If the income-tax was 
laised for the purpose of war exigencies, \vhy is it that Government have 
not done anything for the last 14 years to revert to the method of income- 
tax which existed up to 1915? 

Sir Hugh Oocke ; My question was how this was going to help the 
masses The income-tax is not a tax on the masses at all 

Mr, Laloiund Navalrai: I think it is a mistake to say that it is not 
a tax on the masses In this country an income of Rs 2,000 is not the 
income of a rich man I would go further and say that it is certainly 
the income of a poor man if the living and other expenses of people are 
taking into account It is not only the income that you have got to con- 
sider You are charging on the gross mcome, and you do not consider 
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ilow many children the man has, what his family is and what his expenses 
are Those are the considerations that you have to bear m mind. I 
would also be able to show to the House on the same reasoning, that 
even the income of Rs 15,000 cannot be said to be the moome gf a xery 
nch man 

Now, Sir, I want to tell the House that the income-tax moidence is 
a very high one I have certainly my sympathy for the Honourable the 
Finance Member I submit that it is not his fault as he has joined his 
office lately I do have sympathy with him on that account, but I cer- 
tainly cannot congratulate him on his increasing the incidence now 
When we tell him that there should be a reduction, his reply is, “How 
are the expenses of Government to be earned on?” There are several 
ways of reducing expenditure In a country like India, where taxation 
IS already very high and where the new taxation is considered oppressive 
and IS operating as a great hardship, why should new taxes be raised? 

Now, Sir, I will show you what the history of the income-tax is, and what 
has been its incidence The income-tax commenced in the year 1860, 
and it commenced with an incidence of 2 per cent My contention that 
it should not be graded and that it should be flat five pies in the rupee will 
be borne out by this history In 1860, it was 2 per cent In 1862 it was 
raised to 4 per cent In 1863 it was reduced to 3 per cent In 1866, there 
was a great stir, and Government had to yield to it and it was abandoned 
In 1867 again it reappeared as the licence tax at 2 per cent Then m 
1868 it became a certificate tax In 1869 it became income-tax again, 
but the incidence was only one per cent In 1878 it wag totally abolished, 
but it was revived in 1877 It was governed by local Acts till 1886, when 
the Central Legislature came in and an all -India Income-tax Act came 
into existence What do we find m 1886? In 1886 we find that incomd 
was assessed at 5 pies in the rupee, and that continued till 1915 Now, 
in the Manual of Income-tax you will find that from 1886 to 1916, Rs 2.000 
to Rs 5,000 were assessed at 5 pies m the rupee, Rs 6,000 to Rs 10,000 at 
5 pies in the rupee, Rs 10,000 to Rs 25,000 at five pies in the rupee, 
Rs 25,000 upwards also at five pies in the rupee Thus there was one 
rate and it continued until 1915 Then, Sir, the war began and during the 
war there was a revision made Government came with an appeal to the 
House to raise it and they raised it and raised it abnormally The 

Legislature agreed and came to the help of the Government at a time of 

distress It is only after their distress is over that we are distressed by 
the Government Since then, representations have been made and they 
have not been heeded at all I submit that that is not reasonable at all 
Now, Sir, to proceed with the history of this income-tax This uniformity 
of tax was done away with in 1916 In the place of five pies on incomes 
of Bs 2,000 to Es 5,000, the old position was maintained. On incomes 
between Rs 5,000 and Rs 10,000 it was made into six pies Then, from 
Rs 10,000 to Rs 25,000 it was at once raised to nine pies From 
Rs 25,000 and upwards it was rinsed from five pies uniform rate into 12 
pies 

(At this stage Mr President resumed the Chaif ) 

This was in 1916 It went on up to 1918 In 1918 again 

there was a revision made and some pies were increased In 

1921 again where it was 12 pies in the rupee, they made it 
into 14 pies, pnd where it was 14 pies, they made it into 16 
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pics In 1929, again, it was increased m the place of 14 pies to 15 pies- 
and in the case of 16 pies it was increased to 18 pies It will be 
observed, Sir, that the Honourable the Finance Member now makes an 
appeal in his Budget to increase the rate by one pie on incomes of 
Ks 15,000 and over That would bring it to 16 pies where it is 15, and 
where it is 18, it would bring it to 19 pies This is the history that I have 
placed before the House This shows clearly that there was a precedent 
before when there was a uniform rate At present the only reason for this 
increase is that there is a deficit If there is a deficit that can be met 
from many other ways, from retrenchment and from several other ways if 
the Honourable the Finance Member is pleased to consider it m that direc- 
tion The income-tax a very unpopular tax People are suffering veiy 
much from it and it is therefore not at all reasonable that it should be 
increased On the contrary, I submit m fairness and justice, just as history 
shows, just as the precedent shows and just as the distress of the country 
at present shows, it should be reduced I therefore submit that I have 
made out a case, and a very strong case for showing to the House that 
five pies was the uniform rate before the war and that after the war the 
income-tax has increased by leaps and bounds and that it should be brought 
to the pre-war level, by accepting my amendment 

Mr. Praflident: Is there any income-tax m the Indian States? 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: I do not know^ Sir 

Sir Hugh Oocke: Sir, it is hardly considerate for the Honourable Mem- 
ber at this hour of the sixth day of the week to get up and make a sug- 
gestion of this sort and to go mto the history of iiicomc-lax rates during 
the last ten ^ears I thought that the Honourable Member was going 
to make a humourouB sjieecli as his amendment is obviously a humourous 
one, for he suggests the alteiing of tho income-tax lates, which at present 
range fiom five pies m the rupee to one anna seven pies in tho rupee, 
into a fiat rate of five jnes in the rupee He spoke of benefiting the masses, 
as if au> of the masbcs were interested in this jiioposal at all If the 
Honourable Member wants to give any relief to tlie lower paid people who 
are subject to income-tax, wdiy does he not limit liis proposition to Item 
II? But he brings down the whole of the rates on Items 2 to 8, to five 
pies, so that tho man in receipt of an income of Es 50,000 who now pays^ 
and who can very well pav a tax at the rate of one anna seven pies m 
the rupee, should be taxed at five pies It is obviously a ludicrous 
suggestion and it would cost the Government many crores of rupees 

Pandit NUakantha Das: I am not here to make a speech on the amend- 
ment, but some points arose incidentally on which I feel mchned to explain 
to the House what the real situation is. The Honourable Member from 
the European Benches stated that the poorer man does not pay any 
income-tax My Honourable friend Mr Lalchand Navalrai contended 
that those who earn Es 2,000 a year are poor men, and therefore the 
income-tax falls on poor men Yes, it is something to say that the poor 
man is te^xed, but actually the man earning more than Bs 2,000 must 
not be said to be a very poor man in this country. But as a matter of 
fact, the theory is that all taxes percolate down to the poor man 
and they are resliaed item the poor man in the long run. This theory is 
a truism When, for instance, we propose an increment of pay of the 
officials, don’t we take into account ihe income-tax whi(^ those officials 
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have got to pay? Does not the merchant pay the mcome-tax out 
of his earnings out of the pockets of the poor man ultimately, and does 
he not take that into account at the time of fixing prices? Thus in every 
item of income we tax do we not ultimately realise the tax money from 
the poorest of the land, though directly we do not tax the poor man?' 
And a real economic insight into the subject will make it clear that all 
taxes that we levy are ultimately realised from the poor man 

But I wish to give you here a particular instance which I know, where 
the poor man, the poorest of the poor, directly pays the income-tax I 
have experience m my constituency of some very rich men who are 
money-lenders and they are taxed very heavily on account of their great 
income in interest As I was saying the other day, Sir, these are the 
people who are selected by our officials, and officially minded non-officiala- 
sometimes to serve as members on banking committees, on co-operative 
societies and co-operative banks, and these aie the people who are known as 
bankers and men who can deal with economic problems of the country, 
and what do they do^ My own relatives and my own servants have often 
approached them for loans, big or small What do they do? At the 
outset these money-lenders say, “Before you take this loan, say of 
Rs 200 01 Es 500, you must pnv the income-tax" Before the loan is 
given, some percentage is deducted for the prospective payment of income- 
tax, so that if the borrower writes the bond, say for Bs 1,000 he get& 
only, say about Bs 940 or so This is the custom that has been going 
on amongst the money-lenders I daresay and I know as a matter of 
fact many of oui money-lendois are used to this vicious practice and a 
money -lendei is a money-lender after all all over India, and mostly we 
depend on money-lenders for this income-tax Now, my Honourable 
friends will lealise that directly the poorest of the poor, the most needy 
who ought to be helped by the Government m every way and the 
indebted peasants are the persons who pay this tax Therefore the argu- 
ment that the poor man does not pay this income-tax either directly or 
indirectly has no meaning Bealising this, I think, my Honourable fnends 
will be guided in their votes 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I need only add to this dis- 
cussion a plain statement of fact, that this particular amendment would 
cost the Government seven crores and 28 lakhs I think, Sir, that that 
puts it out of court as a practical proposition, howe\er much we may 
desire to see reduction of taxation under all heads 

Mr. President: The question is 

“In part I.A of Schedule HI to the Bill for entries (2), (3), (4), (5), (6), (7) and 
(8) the following be substituted 

‘(2) When the total income is Rs 2,000 or upwards Five pie? m the rupee* **' 

The motion was negatived 

Eai Bahadur S, 0. Dutta: Sir, I beg to move: 

substSutLl*” P®*'t I A of Schedule III to the Bill for entry (2)i the following 

‘(2) When the total income la Rs 2,000 or upwi^ds, 

but IS less than Ba 5,000 Three pies in the rupee*," 

^^* modest proposal and I hope this will be acceptetl 

by the House I ne^ say only this in favour of its acceptance. 



2278 LEOTSLATtVE ASHUMBL^ [22nD MaR 1930 

The Honourable Sir George Bchnater: Sir, this amendment would cos* 
Oovernment 58f lakhs I nm afraid that on that ground J must oppose 
it 

Mr. President: The question is. 

“That m part I A of Schedule III to the Bill for entry (2) the following be substi- 
tuted 


*(2) When the total income Rs 2,000 oi upwards, 

but IS less than Rs 5,000 Three pies in the rupee’ ’’ 

The motion was negatived 

Mr. Saradindu Mukerjee (Calcutta Submbs Non-Muhammadan 
Urban) Sir, mv amendment does not touch the pockets of the Finance 
Member There is a great deal of chaos in the mterpnetaiion 

Mr. President: Will the Honourable Member read the amendment first? 

Mr. Saradindu Mukerjee: My amendment runs as follows 

“In part I A of Schedule III to the Bill, in entries (2), (3), (4), (5), (6), (7) and 
{ 8 ), before the words ‘total income’, the words ‘net and actual’ be inserted ’’ 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, 1 on a point of order 
1 shall be very glad to discuss this amendment with the Honourable 
Member out of this House I would suggest how ever, on a point of order, 
that in a Bill which is a Bill to fix the rates of the tax, an amendment of 
this kind, which is going to altci the whole basis of assessment and which 
involves verv complicated considerations and calculations of income is, 
strictly speaking, out of order I know, Sir, that on previous occasions 
\ou have been prepared to take a wide interpretation of what is m order 
But I would subiml to you that, in the piesent ease, as the time has got 
verv late, and as this raises very complicated issues, my Honourable friend 
might bo prepaied not to movjc his amendment and to discuss the com- 
plicated issues involved with the Income-tax Department I would be 
very pleased to give him every assistance that I can to understand the 
matter but if he moves Ins arnei^ment I shall be bound to oppose it 

Mr. President: Is the Honourable Member satisfied with that? 

Mr. Saradindu Mukerjee: My idea is that, if the Honourable the 
Finance Member gives instioictions to the Department to interpret the 
total income propeily, I may withdraw my amendment What I mean is 
that, m coming to the actual figure of income-tax, these Income-tax 
Officers all lake upon themselves the role of Advocates-General, and instead 
of finding out the actual income the man has, they try to take advantage 
of a hypothetical income w'liich he might have derived two or three i ears 
previously 

Mr. PreiEddent: The Honourable Member has heard what the Finance 
Member has said If he is satisfied, need not move hi^ amendment , 
otherwise he may move it 

Mr. Saradindu Mukerjee: I have submitted to the Honom ible the 
Finance Member that, if he gives 6r^rs to the , Department I could meet 
them and explain my pomt oi view, in which case I will be ]»repared 
not to move my amendment. 
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Th® Honourable Sir George Scbuster: I have already said that I waa 
prepared to arrange with the Income-tax Department to go fully into this 
matter with my Honourable friend I am not prepared to give any under- 
taking which would imply that the income is not being assessed in a pro- 
per manner now, and if that is what my Honourable friend wants, I am 
afraid I cannot give him such an undertaking But I would advise him 
to discuss the matter with the experts who are available here, and I think 
he will be prepared to modify his views on the subject 

Mr. Saradindu Mukerjee: Very well, Sir I do not move my motion 
Sir Hail Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions Non-Muham- 
madan) Sir, the amendment ^^hlch stands in my name and which I now 
move runs as follows* 

“ In Part I A o£ Schedule III to the Bill for entries (4), (6), (6), (7) and (8) th® 
following b« substituted 


* (4) When the total income is Rs 10,000 or upwards, but Nine pics in the rupee, 
is less til an Rs 20,000 


(.5) When the total income is Rs 20,000 or upwards, but One anna in the rupeo. 
13 less than Rs 30,000 


(6) When the total income IS Rs 30,000 or upwards, but One anna and three 

18 less than Rs 40,000 pi^jg m the rupee 

(7) When the total income is Rs 40 000 or upwards . One anna and siX pies 

in tho rupee’.” 

The purport of my amendment is to maintain the Htatue quo, that is to 
<.ay, the present rate ot income-tax and super-tax, and with that object in 
view I have, as Honourable Members will find not only tabled this amend-' 
ment but another amendment which has the same purpose m view I 
shall now give my reasons for asking Honouiable Members to support thii 
.vmendment As 1 have aheadv submitted, I want that the income-tax 
and the super-tax should be levied at the same rate as has been m force 
hitherto, and there should be no increase of one pice either m tho income-tax 
or in the super-tax present amendment deals with income-tax but 

the reasons w hich I now give against the enhancement of the income- 
tax apply equally, niutatis mutandiSf to the increase of supei-tax I shall 
therefore make one speech and give the Honourable klembtis my reasons 
vhy there should be no increise at all 

Sir, the House is aware of what 1 said at the geneial discussion of the 
Budget I then pointed out that a gieat deal of the deficit of which the 
Honourable Finance Member has complained is due to abnormal and 
transitory causes, and that the Itetreuchment Officer who has been appomt- 
ed to effect retrenchments on the civil side and the retrenchments that tlie 
Military Depaitment aie effecting in their own expenditure, ought to be 
sufficient for the purpose of balancing the Budget In any case I pointed 
out that the Finance Member has icsisted any change of policy dunng the 
transitory stage through winch the Government of India are passing He 
appealed to this House not to ask him or the Government of India to 
launch upon any large proposal for a change of policy pending the reforms 
consequent upon the report of the Statutory Commission, and on that 
ground he asked that theie should be a political as well as an economic 
armistice If you do not wish to make any change of policy, do not also 
make any change m the rate of taxation ‘But unfortunately while he is 
against any change of policy, he persists m saddling the country with addi- 
tional taxation to the extent of 6 crorCs ahd odd We have therefore to 
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fight the ground with him inch by inch, and I am afraid this is the last 
ditch But at the same time I hope Honourable Members will rise to 
I he occasion and stand up like one man and resist this most odious burden 
which IS sought to be thrown upon the tax-payers of this country Honour- 
able Members are aware that the effect of the tax being levied upon one 
class or community does not rest upon that class or community at all 
B passes on, — this is one of the economic problems, — it passes on to the 
general community Take for instance, a very simple case If a doctor 
IS in the habit of charging a fee of Rs 16 for a visit, and he has to pay 
a heavy income-tax and super-tax, he reimburses himself by immediately 
raising his fee to Rs 25, and a doctor who charges Rs 2 per visit raises 
his fee to Rs 8 And thus it goes on Therefoio let Honourable Members 
once for all believe the great, grand economic truth that whatever may be 
the circle of people upon which the tax is immediately levied it is distri- 
buted like a small wave in the ocean It gets on expanding, expanding and 
expanding till it reaches the uttermost comers of the earth That is exactly 
how these taxes react upon the life of the nation at large. Therefore, let not 
any Member in tins House foi one moment remain m a state of delusion 
by thinking that this is a iich man's tax and the poor man is free from it, 
and therefoie he need not give his helping hand to the relief of the rich 
man The interests of the rich and the pooi in this respect are identical 

iSow, Sii, Honourable Members on the other side arc aware and if they 
are nut awaie they will very soon bo convinced, that the Indian Income- 
tax Act 18 not only about the most obnoxious but about the most inequit- 
able Act that an> Government (otild place upon the Statute-book I, Sir, 
as a responsible Member of this House, speaking with due reserve — and I 
have before me the Statutes of the United Kingdom, Austiaha, South 
Africa, Canada and the United States of America and 1 shall not weary 
this House by going thiough all of them- -I wish to bring out a few salient 
points which will at once convince this House how inijust, inequitable and 
(xtoitionatc is the Indian Income-tax Act when compared let us say, with 
the income-tax and super-tax laws of the United Kingdom, and when we 
1 ('member that this tax was placed permanently on the Statute-book m* 
1886 and the plausible reasons that were then given by the then Finance 
Mcmb('i, they are the reasons which we have become accustomed to hear 
from Ills successors with as little credence as must have been given to the 
('xponent of the law in 1886 What did he then say? Gentlemen, he saicJ, 
lliiH 18 the yeai of deficit The deficit is caused by the heavy fall of silver 
and also bv our commitments m the Burmese war Moreover, he said, 
Russia IS showing signs of <iggression and therefore w^e have to fortify our 
frontieis .ind therefore we require about a croro of lupees, about £66,000, 
and theiefoie this tax is levied for these transitory causes That was the 
motive and the purpose for the enactment of general income-tax law m 
1886 It was then never suggested that it was to be a permanent burden 
on the country It was a thin end of the wedge driven m 1886, mserted by 
Sir A Oolwm, the Finance Member, who told the then Members of the 
Imperial Legislative Council that it was ihore or less a passmg phase and 
the burden was necessitated by passing events But since 18^ the tax 
has remained and as the Honourable Member, Mr Lalchand Navalrai 
pointed out, it was at a small flat rate €Uid consequently the people got used 
to it When they got used to it and the Government felt that they had 
now become suUioiently inured to it, they super-imposed upon the people 
of this country an additional burden in the shape of a super-tax, and 
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Honourable Members will remember the reasons which were given in 1917 
for the levy of the super-tax The history of the super-tax will be found 
not m connection with the discussion of the Super-tax Act, but in connec- 
tion with the discussions of the T'mance Bill of that year, and Sn Willieun 
Mayer, the then Finance Member, suggested the imposition of the super- 
tax as a war measure The Honourable Mr Sarma, afterwards a Member 
of the Executive Council said, well, if this is going to be a mere war 
measure, I will introduce an amendment to the effect that the Super-tax 
Act should last during the period of the war only and six months thereafter. 
But this was resisted by the Finance Member As a matter of form, he 
said it was much better to have a permanent statute and then repeal 
it than to have a statute limited for a certain time Consequently the opposi- 
tion was disarmed and the Members of the old Imperial Council permitted 
the Super- tax Act to be passed What has been the result*^ The war was 
over m 1918 and it is now 12 years that the super- tax has been imposed 
and there is no sign either of its remission or of its reduction The old 
promises are forgotten The old reason that was given for the imposition 
of this tax 18 Ignored and to add, as it were, insult to injury, the present 
Finance Member has the temerity to come before this House and ask the 
elected Members of the popular Chamber to perpetuate this odious burden 
by increasing it by one pie Honourable Members will remember the 
implication of any proposal if it is carried by this House by their votes and 
voices They should resist, as I have said with the utmost power that they 
possess this further imposition of income-tax and super-tax if only on the 
ground that the super-tax was intended to be a transitory or tempoi'ary 
measure for a temporary period and that the Government are morally 
bound to repeal it If they wish that another tax should be levied, they 
should come with a fresh Act and ask this House to pass it, and it is then 
and then only that they would be justified in having a pennanent measure 
of super-tax on the Statute-book I say this, Sir, for this reason Honour- 
able Members will find that, during the short time that the\ had been 
Members of this House, every season, every Session of the Legislative 
Assembly, we are treated to small, puny loolnng Bills of about two sections, 
sometimes three sections and sometimes only one section They are all 
ad hoc Bills to rectify here or to tighten the screw there, and all for the 
purpose of tying up the poor assessee in the meshes of the fiscal depart- 
ment of the Government But while they do this they do not seem to 
have any regard whatever either to the feeling or to the agony of the asses- 
see The assessment m this country, the highest maximum assessment in 
this country, is 6 annas 6 pies super-tax, in addition to the income-tax, 
which Honourable Members will find is equally if not in excess of that 
which obtains in the United Kingdom, and when I said, at the opening of 
my address, that this is by far the most odious Act and a more mequitable 
Act than the English Act, I said I spoke with reservation and with the 
full possession of facts 

Let me give Honourable Members a comparative history of the assess- 
ments in England and in this country, and they will at once realise the 
gross mjustice of the Indian Income-tax Act In England^ — I am relying 
for my information upon the only book that is available m the Library here, 
third edition of Sander’s Income-tax and Super- tax Act 1923 edition* 
Honourable Members will find at page 18 of this book, that in England, at 
any rate, up to 1923-24 the assessment was for five years Here Honour- 
able Members will find that, until 1917-18, the assessment used to be for 
three years, following the English law, but they found that they could 
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not put the assessee to auction every three years, and the result was that 
thereafter they started annual assessment Now, the history of this annual 
assessment is — every asscssee will bear witness to the fact— that from the 
year's beginning to the year’s end half your life is spent in answering 
questions and in producing accounts which, as often as not are rejected as 
incomplete or unreliable, and the taxing authoiities use their own informa- 
tion, sometimes true, sometimes false, for whatever it is worth, and assess 
\oLi according to their estimate Now that I regard as gioss injustice 
Against this, what is your remedy? In England you have >our remedy by an 
appeal to the Income-tax Commissioners Mark the words “Income-tax Com- 
misBioners” I do not wish to labour this point further, but I would ask 
what 18 the remedy of the assessee m India? He goes from the income-tax 
officer to the Assistant Comnussionei of Income-tax It is just as if I was 
robbed b} a highway man on my way to the House and the Government 
said, “Your appeal would bo to his chief brigand” Now, is this fair or 
just? They are all seivants of the same Department, they scratch each 
other 8 backs The income-tax officer assesses >uu, he goes, and you appeal 
against bis assessment to his brother otiicer, and that biothei officer will 
assess you, against w'liic h aiiothei liigher biotlier officer will liear your appeal 
If tliore 18 anything m the British Empiic truly Gilbcrtian, it is this Indian 
income-tax Kssc'ssmcnit and appeal Is there anything inoio monstrous? 
And yet Honourable Members are accustomed to this dose of annual poison,, 
they 'have become used to this annual administration of toxin, they don’t 
see anything wrong in it, any moie than Honourable Members hero and 
Honourable Members outside see the gross injustice that is being done m 
the vicarious administration of the oiimmal law, mero]\ because they have 
got used to it 

Now, I wish to bring it home to you that, if you really wish to have a 
right of appeal, that light of appeal means and implies an appeal to a 
tribunal which is disinteiested, independent and imp^irtial, and wffiich is 
at any rate not interested in the accumulation of wealth for the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, otherwise, if the right of appeal is only to the depart- 
mental heads, the Chancellor of the Exchequer may send down a demi- 
official letter and say, “Deal Mr So and So You don't seem to be wide 
awake to your duties Last year the income-tax from your province was 
so much , this year it has fallen by so many lakhs , what could have been 
the reason for it?” Well, that is enough to shake the poor income-tax 
officer 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: On a point of order, Sir la the 
Honourable Member at all in order? 

Mr. President: Not at all 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I suggest to my Honourable 
fiiend that, if he wishes to narrate his relations with the Income-tax De- 
partment, he should ask me to lay on the table of the House all the 
correspondence that has passed between him and the Department during 
the last three years 

Sir Had Singh Gour: T am stating, Sir, to tbi^ House, not my own 
views or my own experience, I am stating to the House what is the 
common experience of every Member of this House Am I wrong? 
(Severed Honourable Memhers from the Non-Official Benches “No, no”) 
Well, that IS the position 

Sir Darcy LiXkdaay (Bengal European)* You are not talking to the 
amendment 
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Sir Hari Singh Oonr* I sa\ that, if >ou wish to give a man a right of 
appeal, then give the right of appeal to an independent tribunal unconnect- 
ed with the asbebsment Now in^ thud point is, under the Knghsh Income- 
tax Act jou have what is called, “earned income" and “unearned income” 
On earned income is allowed a leduction of one-tenth up to £200 

Mr. D. G Mitchell (Legislative Department Nominated Official) : One- 
sixth 

Sir Han Singh Goui: IMy fneud sajs it is one-sixth That is better 
than one-tenth I stand con ec ted Under the English law every assessee 
gets a certain reduction under peisonal allowances for his wife and for his 
children, and he further gets allowances for his dependent relations Now, 
do you get any allow^ance heie at alP Again, under the English law an 
assessee, if he has got children at the Universities, gets allowances for 
the chilchen in the Universities 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster • Does my Honouiable friend then^ 
wish to ulopt the English income-tax lates — Is m the 

Sir Hari Smgh Gour. I shall leply to the Honourable the Finance 
Member b;y sajiug, “f am quite prepaied to pay you 4s in the £ if you 
will give us the English income” What is the comparison between India 
and England^ Then, Hu, thcu are distinctions undei the Australian 
Income-tax Act and certain other Dominion Income-tax Acts betw^een pre- 
carious income and certviui income Take, for instance, a doctor or an 
engineei who has a piecarious income, when he is hale and hearty he 
cairies on his piofession, but when he is struck down by disease or ny 
other disabilit) which dis((ualifies him fiom woik, how is he going to pay? 
How IS he going to live at all ^ Now so f<ir as this country is concerned, 
the;y have no such distinelioii hetw'cen incomes which are precarious and 
incomes which are certain, between earned and unearned incomes Then, 
Sir, I think my Honourable friends of the European Group will support me 
at least on one point Then representatives have been complaining about 
a double super-tax Pei sons who invest m pint stock companies pay a 
certain rate of income-tax on Iheir dividends because these are deducted 
at their source, but on the top of it all that income is lumped together with 
their ordinary income and upon that the assessee is super-taxed Re- 
presentations have been made by the Chambers of Commerce and by others 
about the levy of this double super-tax, but the general reply of the T^nanco 
Department is non-possumus. I wish, therefore, to point out to the House 
that, if Government wish to follow the analogy of the English law, they 
must, at ail} rate, follow the spiiit of the English law That they have 
not done, and now they ask this House not only to confirm what was a 
transitory measure, remember, not onl} confirm, but to enhance the rates 
which were fixed under that transitory measure of 1917 Honourable 
Members should, be fully cognisant of the implication of their vote They 
voted for this measure m 1917, because the unrefprmed Imperial Legis- 
lative Council had not a majority of elected representatives, it was the 
legislative side of the Executive Government to which certain Members 
were sworn m as Additional Membcis The complexion of the House has 
now been altered, and we are representatives of the people here, and if 
you are to allow this meome-tax and super- tax to be raised — ^it does not 
matter whether it is even by one pie, today it is one pie, it may perhaps 
be one anna tomorrow — if you allow' \our tax to be raised, be sure you 
will be self-condemned You will not be hereafter heard to say that, “this 
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js a bad measure to which we have never agreed It was a temporary 
measure, it is a measure which we should hke to revise, it is a measure 
which we should make more equitable’^ You will never be heard, because 
bj your own action and your vote you shall have ratified the acts of the 
Legislative Council of 1917. Sir, these are briefly my grounds for opposing 
the enhancement of the income-tax Let me add two more grounds 

I have said, and I wish to recall that fact, I have said in the course 
of the general debate, that you cannot permanently add to the taxes of 
the people of this country unless you justify a case of permanent necessity. 
That there is no case of permanent necessity is now made manifest by the 
Finance Member’s own speech We have the silver duty which, accord- 
ing to the conservative estimate of the Finance Member, will bring one 
crore of rupees According to Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas, if I understood 
him aright, it will bring in at least two crores of rupees, and I said the 
other day, striking a golden mean, that if it does not bring tw^o crores, 
it will at any rate bring crores That will give at least 50 lakhs of 

surplus over the estimate, and that I submit, will fill in the gap that will be 
created by the throwing out of this income-tax and super-tax Therefore, 
there would be really no deficit after that There are other cases like the 
cotton duties If the cotton duties are passed m the manner suggested 
by one of the non-official Members, that will also bring in additional revenue 
in the country In any case, I do not fear for one moment that, by 
throwing out this proposal of Government for the increase of income-tax and 
super-tax the Finance Department will be put to any difficulties 

My second reason is that we are now in the last >ear of our cdections 
The country is in a state of tremendous ferment, and there is political 
unrest Do you think that you will bo settling the country down to a 
state of peace if you were to go out of this House and go to your constituents 
and say that dunng our three years of stuardship we have saddled upon 
them additional taxes to the tune of 5^ crores of rupees? The country is 
not in a mood to bear any additional burden The Finance Member has 
himself ascribed tjie deficit of the last three years to the world depression 
in which India has taken her share Now, I ask him, is that depression 
not likely to be further depressed if you were to saddle upon this country 
these heavy taxes? I therefore submit that, on the general ground as well 
as on the special grounds which I have mentioned, this House should 
unitedly, especially the elected Members of this House at any rate, I hope 
will conjointly oppose the Honourable the Finance Member’s proposal for 
the increase of income-tax and super-tax 

Mr. Tazal Ibrahim BahimtuUa: Sir, I ha\e given notice of a similar 

^ ^ ^ amendment, and that is the only justification I have for rising 

^ to say a few words I think, oir, it is a cruelty to inflict a 
speech on this House at this late hour, and therefore, Sir, I will only deal 
with one important point and sit dowTi We are proposing this amendment, 
Sir, as one which we think to be reasonable, having regard to the fact that 
this House has agreed to accept Ell the taxes that have been proposed by 
the Finance Department The Honourable the Finance Member’s position 
in this House is not at all enviable From the introduction, up to the 
Finance Bill’s progress, he has been listening to subjects of all sorts on the 
face of the earth 


Mr. president: What about me? 
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Mr. Faial Ibrahim Bahimtulla: I entirely sympathize with ypu, Sir, 
aihi that is the reason why we are also sitting with you to fimah the work 
But the position of the Finance Member is different m this respect. He 
m expected to reply to all the subjects raised by the non-offieial Members ; 
he is expected to make replies to all the points raised by this side, because 
he 18 m charge of the Bill Now, the point I wish to make, Sir, is regard- 
ing the carrying forward of losses That point was touched upon by Sir 
Purshotamdas Thakurdas, and I wish also to emphasise it in view of the 
taxes that have now been passed by the House I will first take three years 
A man for instance makes a loss of Ks 6 lakhs in the first year, in the 
second year he makes a profit of Rs one lakh and in the third year he 
again makes a loss of Rs 75,000 The result is that during these three years 
he loses about Rs 25,000 Now, 8ir, without taking into consideration 
any of these facts, the income-tax that he has to pay for the year, I may 
say, IS Rs 9,000 and approximately Rs 4,500 super-tax Therefore, in 
addition to Rs 25,000 loss, the man has to incur an additional loss of 
Rs 13,500 Sir, there has been a good deal of agitation on this score, and 
numerous representations to the Finance Member, and I hope he will be 
good enough to take these points into consideration and get rid of the in- 
justice that is now existing 

Sir Oowasjl Jehangir* Sir, I shall be verj brief My friend Sir Han 
Singh Gour has made rathei a severe attack upon income-tax officers, and 
he appealed to the non-official Benches and asked whether they all agreed 
with his statement I do not think he was given a very satisfactory reply 
from this side, and I therefore should like to openly dissociate mjself with 
the attack that he made on income-tax officers, specially so far as my 
Presidency is concerned I have no idea of the circumstances under which 
my friend is placed in his province, so far as the Income-tax Department is 
concerned, nor do I know anything about the officers of the Income-tax 
Department of his province But so far as the Bombay Presidency is con- 
cerned, I would like to say that the attack made by him is unfair and that 
the income-tax officers do their very best to perform their duties justly and 
fairly They may make mistakes, they are only human The system 
may be wrong, but wrong as the system may be, it is unfair to criticise the 
officers of the Bombay Presidency 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: Sir, I desire to support very bnefly the 
point made by my friend Mr Fazul Ibraliim Rahimtulla I wish to make 
it clear that, as far as I am concerned, I am not anxious to vote for this 
acKndment if the Finance Member can hold out a promise of relief in. the 
direction indicated by the Mover What we feel is 

Mr. President: That has nothing to do with this amendment. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: it has, Sir, if I cannot get the assurance 
T will have to vote agsinst the taxation and for the amendment 

Mr. President: I am not concerned with that 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: If the Honourable the Finance Member 
is not able to give a satisf^tory reply . • 

Mr. PreMdent: It ie not; relevant to the amendment. 

PnishoCamdM Thakurdks: The amendment is that the income-tax 
^Ould be retained as at pieaent I sav I may oppdae this amendment if 
tlie Finance Member an assurance . . . 

Mr.PmMaiii: In somp other iftfttter. 


9 



2286 LEOJ0LATIVI5 A^ftBMRLY. [22nD MaB. 1930. 

Sir PursliotaixidaB Thakuidas: No, Sir, in connection with this matter 
uniM fcht' head of income-tax and super-tax, the assessment of inocane-tax 
being in a manner that three veare’ loss can be written off before assess- 
ment IS made 1 developed the point previously I therefore feel, Sir, 
ibnt where an increase m income-tax or super-tax is sought, it is very 
necessary that Government should remove the grievances of the commu- 
nity concerned, and 1 part’cularty refer to the commercial community 

I want to say just one word regarding the strong words used by my 
frnnid, Sir Han Singh Gour, regarding income-tax officers 

Sir Hftri S^Bgh Gour: l think both Sir Cowasji Jehangir and Sir Pursho- 
tnindas I’hakurdas are \vrong 

Mr. President: Perliaps the Honourable Member was referring to in- 
Cot;te-tax .cfficers in Ins piovince 

Sir Harl Singh Gour: No, Sir I w'as describing only the system 
wdiK*!! arose out of <he Aet I was not dealing with any province at all. I 
^^a'> only dealing with the svstom 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: l do not propose to talk either of the 
Boml»a^^ Prchidcnov or ot the Central Piovmees, I am thinking of India as 
a v\lu)l(\ and I sav it is very inadvisable and very wrong to criticise those 
otheers who are trying to do their best under circumstances, wffiich m many 
cusi's are most difficult The income-tax officer has a very unpleasant dutv 
to do as a tax gatherer and I feel that I ought t ' completely dissociate 
m\selt from the words used b\ him such as “high way robber” and 
“'Tuigand’’ 


The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I propose to respond to the 
note struck b> HonouiabJe friend Mr Fazal Ibrahim Kahimtulla and 
to be es bnot as possible I should hke at the outset to express my 
personal gratitude to my Honourable friends, Sir Cowusji Jehangir and 
Sir Purshotamdas I’hakurdas, for what thev have said about income-tax 
officers There is no class of public servant in this country who has a 
more unpleasant dut} to perform than the income-tax officers The great 
majority of the staff in that Department are Indians They are doing 
their work, as far as I have been able to see, in a most able and conscien 
tious manner, and although perhaps occasional mistakes are made, and 
although there is no country in the world wffiere income-tax officials are 
popular, I do feel that they deserve whole-hearted support in their 
extremely difficult task 

Before I say a few wwds on the general question before the House, 
I should like to take up the ouggestion which was made, both by Mr 
hazaf Ibrahim Rahimtulla and Sir Purshotamdas Thakurd/is that 1 should 
give some undertaking about the principle of carrying forward business 
losses. I regard myself as already pledged in this matter I have made 
dennito statements on various public occasions My pledge as X interpret 
it is this I am pledged, as soon as I am satisfied that the revenue 
position will stand it, to make a start with the introduction of this prin- 
ciple of carrying forward losses. 1 ivould'hke to maike it blear, because 
I never like saying things which mig^t be understood to mean more Hian 
I intend, that there will be difficulties in mtrnduoing this pnnciplb with 
full effect at once If, for example, wre w^ere to nay, VFrom oi^ards 
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three gears’ losses may be cairied forward”, the result on our revenue 
might be quite overwhelming. We shall have to start by degrees 1 have 
already issued mstructions, before these debates, that a start should be 
made m collecting statistics, so that we may know what the first step 
IS gomg to cost us, and I give this House a definite undertaking that 1 
regard this as a first charge on Government revenue My own present idea 
18 that we shall have to start it step by stop, picking up ono year first 
and then carrying it on to two years, and then to three years Whether 
we can go beyond three years, 1 would not like to say at present, but it is 
my present opinion that that should be the limit To the extent which 
i have now explamed I regard myself, 1 have already regarded myself, as 
pledged to give effect to this principle 

As regards the main proposal, 1 have already spoken at length on the 
general situation today 1 can only sum up the position as follows We 
want the money 1 think 1 am justified in interpreting the votes that 
have been given m this House as showing that a majority of this House 
have accepted my general statement of the financial position M) pro- 
posals, as 1 put them forw'ard were intended to be a balanced whole, and 
I should regard the balance as completely upset if this proposal for a 
slight increase in the income-tax were not included Speaking personally 
for myself, I could not have reconciled it with my conscience to bring 
forward a big programme of taxation without introducing a fair proportion 
of taxation which directly falls on the class which 1 represent The 
Honourable Mover of this amendment has tried to persuade this House 
that, whatever form of taxation you adopt, the burden will be felt by the 
poor man That, Sir, is an argument which I cannot accept It is quite 
obvious that an increase m the salt tax is more directl;y ielt h^ the poor 
man than an increase on the higher rates of super- tax I cannot behove 
that taxes can be passed on in this v\ay My Honourable friend quoted 
the case of the doctor who would put up his fees by, I think, he said 
40 per cent , when the income-tax is increased by one pio In that case 
my proposals ought to be highly popular m the medical profession But 
it 18 obvious that it is impossible to pass on taxes in this way Con- 
sider only the whole class of Government officials They cannot pass on 
this tax They cannot come and ask for an increase m their pay , and 
the sort of tax which I am proposing which falls on incomes of 15,000 
and over, will very largely be paid b^ the class of Government officials 
I would point out that the burden of this tax is a small one It only 
represents an increased charge of hall per cent on incomes of lis. 15,000 
and over and I think Ihe class on which this burden will fall can defimtely 
afford to pay it It has been argued that the whole programme of fixa- 
tion which I have put before this House will tend further to jncre^i^ the 
d^ression which prevails in the country J maintain, on the oonttary, 
Sir, that thd purpose which lies behmd these taxes i« onfe which offers 
hope for improvement m the economic development of the coutitry I 
agree that, as regards incoime-tax it cannot be claimed that any such direct 
effect wdl be felt, but I do maintain that the undertaking which I have 
given as regards ihe introduction of this principle of carry irig , forward 
losses, illustrates what is in m.V mmd in introducing this tax* Thefq are 
certain forms of taxation which are hampering burdens on industry,' and 
the reason why I hold out a response to the suggestion which has jbeen 
made'tlft that I think that if We are to introduce this principle of canning 
fOTward losses it would W a definite eniw^uragement to busmnsSj 
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extra pie on incomes over Rs 15,000 will Dot appreciably hamper business, 
but 1 hope it will put me m possession of funds which will enable me to 
make that redistribution of the burden of taxation which will relieve 
the main burdens on active industries Sir, I do not think it is neces- 
sary for me to say any more and I hope, to use the words of my Honour- 
able fnend, Sir Han Bmgh Gour, that this House will nse to the occasion 
and pass this last and most just item in my programme of taxation 


Mr. President: The question is 

“ That in P«*t I-A of Schedule III to the BUI for entnes (4), (6), (6), (7) and (8) the 
following be substituted : 


* (4) When the total income li Rs 10,000 or upwards, but Nine pies in the rupee 
is less than Rs* 20,000. 

(6) When the total income is Rs 20,000 or upwards, but Oneaona m the rupee. 
18 less than Ks 30,000. 


(6) When the total income is Rs. 30,000 or upwards, but 

18 less than Rs. 40,000 

(7) When the total income is Rs 40,000 or upwards 

The Assembly divided 


One anna and three pies 
m the rupee 

One anna and six pies in 
the rupee ’ ” 


AYES~17. 


Agnihotri, Mr K B. L 
Aney, Mr M S. 

Ayyangar, Mr K V Rangaswamu 
Bhargava, Pandit Thakur Das 
Chettiyar, Rao Bahadur P T 
Kumaraswami 
Das, Pandit Nilakantha 
Dutt, Mr Amar Nath 
Qour, Sir Hari Singh 


Qulab Singh, Sardar 
Lalchand Navalrai, Mr. 

MukeriM, Mr Saradindu 
Patil, Rao Bahadur B L 
Rahimtulla, Mr Fazal Ibrahim 
Rang Behari Lai, Lala 
Sarda, Eai Sahib Harbilas 
Sinha, Mr Rajivaranjan Prasad 
Venkataknshnayya Choudbn, Mr P. 


NOES— 47 


Abdul Aziz, Khan Bahadur Mian 

Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Sahibzada 

Alexander, Mr W 

Banaiji, Mr R^narayan 

Beuni, Mr E F 

Qiatterjee, The Revd J 0 

Cocke, Sir Hugh 

Cosgrave, Mr ^W A 

Orawfor^ Colonel J D 

Crerar, The Honourable Sir James 

Dalai, Dr R D 

Das, Mr B 

Ferrers, Mr V M 

French Mr J C 

Ghazantar Ali Khan, Raja. 

G Wynne, Mr C W 
Hamilton, Mr K L B 
Hardy, Mr G S 
Hsathoots, Mr U V 
Him Singh Brar, Sardar Bahadiir» 
Hbuoimry Captain 
HowsB, Bfr E. B 
Ismail Khan, Mr. Muhammad 
Jawahar Siiigh^.AM^ Bahadur 
Sardar. " ' 

The motion was nbgaiived. 


Lamb, Mr W S 
Lindsay, Sir Darcy 
Mitchell, Mr D G 
Mitra, The Honourable Sir 
Bhupendra Nath 
Mitter, The Honourable Sir 
Brogendra 
Monteatb, Mr J 
Moore, Mr Arthur 
Mukherjee, Rai Bahadur S C 
Noyce Sir Frank 
Pai, Mr A Upendra 
Parsons, Mr A A L 
Rainy, Hie Hononrable Sir George, 
Rajah, Rao Bahadur M. O 
Rau, Mr H Shankar 
Roy, Mr K. 0 

Sahi, Mr Ram Prashad Narayan. 
Sams, Mr H A 

Schuster, The HonoarM>lA Sir Geiorge. 
Scott, Mr J Ramsay. 

Slater, Mr S H 
^kes, Mr B F 
Tin Tat, Mr 

Tamm Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 
Young, Mr. O. M. , ^ 



fiuJL 

Mr. Proflident: I>oen the Honourable' Member Mr. Lalohand Navalrai 
wish to move his amendment No 40? 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Yes, Sir I beg to move: 

*‘For Part I-B of Schedule III to the Bill the following bo subatiiiited . 

‘B In the case of every company and registered 

firm, whatever its total mccHue Five pies m the mpee*/' 

Sir, the principle on which I move this amendment is the same as that 
which I put forward before the House a little ^hile ago in moving my 
amendment No 35 In this case also, it will be seen that from 1886 to 1916 
the rate of income-tax waa a flat rate of five pies m the rupee, but it was 
raised m 1916 as a war measure to 12 pies m the rupee and it now stands 
at one anna six pies in the rupee which again is now sought to be raised 
to one anna seven pies m the rupee The reason that is given for not 
reducing it is that it will cause a loss to the Government m revenue That 
will be the reason given for every reduction that is asked for I do not 
think that is a reason that will appesd to the House I expect that, if 
this reason was known to the House which raised this tax in 1916 to 
this abnormal extent, it would not have sanctioned it I would therefore 
ask this House to accept my amendment 

Mr. President: I take it that the Honourabje Member's reply is the 
same as he had given a little while ago 

'Ihe queetion is 

*‘For Part I B of Schedule III to the Bill the follovnug be substituted . 

‘B In the case of every company and registered 

firm, whatever its total income Five pies in the rupee'.” 

The motion was negatived 

Schedule Jll was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President: The question is that clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was adopted 

Clause 4 was added to the Bill. 

Sir Purshotamdaa Thakurdas : Sir, I beg to move the amendment wdiioh 
itands in my name and which runs as follows 

** After olause 4 the following new clause h3 inserted, namely ; — 

• 4A In Schedule H to the Indism Tariff Act, 1894 — 

(a) after Item No 48 BB, aa inserted by Section 4, 
and under the head ^ Metals * the following 
Item shall be inserted, namely — 

* 43BBB Silver plate, silv^ thread and 
Wire (including so called gold thread and 
wire mainly made of silver), silver leaf 
ttad silver manufactures, all smrta n<A 

otherwiae apeoified Ad vaicr^m, S8 pef cent.* 

(»> in Pari VI, under the bead * Metals’ the Itam 
which reads * Silver plate, silver thread and 
wire, silver leaf end silver manufacitires, all 
sorts not othsiwiao 4 >eotffed \ iogeUiir wHh 
its serial number, sh^ be omitted.* ** 
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1 have referred to this amendtnent twice mj bpeeohes m the course 
of tJie debate on this Finance Bill, I do Dot wish to say much more, 
particularly as Government have indicated their intention of accepting 
this amendment. 1 will only say one word I have not referred to what 
18 knoun as imitation gold thread under this as I understand that this 
18 not made out of silver Tf it is made out of silver it will be included 
in tlie higher duty and therefoie imitation gold thread has not been 
referred to at all by me in the amendment 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sn, I accept my Honourable 
fnend’s amendment 

Hr. President: The question is 

That after clause 4 the following new clause be inserted, namely : — 

•lA In Schedule II to the Indian Tariff Act, 1894 — 

(o) after Item No 43BB, as inserted hy Section 4, 
and under the head ‘ Metals ’ the following 
Item shall be inHOited, namely. — 

‘43BBB. Silver plate, silver thread and 
wire (including so called gold thread and 
wire mainly made of silver), silver leaf 
and Silver manufactures, all sorts not 

otherwise specified . . • * . Ad valorem 38 per oenh* 

(6) in Part VI, under the head ‘ Metals ’ the Item 
which reads ‘ Silver plate, silver thread and 
wire, silver leaf and silver manufactures, all 
sorts not otherwise speexhed together with 
its serial number, sliall bo omitted ’ ” 

The motion was adopted 

Mr. President: The question is 

“That clause 1 stand part of the Bill “ 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdaa: Sir, I have an amendment to clause 1 
vhich I beg to move It runs thus 

‘Tn sub clause (3) of clause 1, after the figure ‘3’, the comma, figure and letter 
4 A’ he inserted “ 

The mam reason for inserting this here is that Government are unwill- ^ 
in" to increase this" duty on silver fnflnufactutes and gold thread beyond a 
penod of one year I have agreed to it and have embodied It in my amend- 
ment on lh(‘ understanding that, dunr^ the course of thp year, Govern- 
ment will refer the question to the Tariff Board If, however. Govern- 
ment are unable to secure a report f^orii the Tariff Board befoi^e the next 
Budget, I take it that GovemnaeVit will continue this m the next Finance 
Bill also '1 i' 

\ Blr George Sdilistet: I ‘'think, Sir, that my Honour- 

iblc mend hae correctly stated the position If we cannot carry out an 
nquiry which will give the country ati opportunity to decide whether this 
ligher duty is justiBed or .pot, it that the- d^y should be 

sontinued But I tjaYo oyery hope that %iil be possiW^ the 

nquiry this year ‘ ‘ ^ iiU 
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Sir Pursliotaimdas Thakurdas. On tins understanding I do not think 1 
need say anything further ^ , 

Mr. President* Does the Honourable Member wish votes to be taken 
on th s aniendnieni^ 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas No, Sir, as Government have accepted it 

Mr. President: The question is 

“That in &ub clause (3) of clause 1, aflei the hguro ‘3’, the comma, figure and letfci 
'4A' be inserted ’’ 

The motion was adopted 

Clause 1, ab amended, was added to the ]3ill 

The Titlf and Preamble weie .idded to the Bill 

'rhe Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of tin Clock on Monday, the 
24th March, 1930 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Monday, 24th March, 1930. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr President m the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWEBS 

Ankot^ncembn^ of RBstTLTs OF Ikdun Civil Sbrvtob Examxkations. 

800. *Maulvi Mohammad Shafee Daoodi: (a) Has the attention, of 
Government been drawn to a grievance in the Indian Civil Service exa- 
mination regarding the undue advantage which a candidate from the 
United Provinces has over those from other Provinces m knowing the 
result of his examination, as published m the Pioneer of October 13, 
1929, under the heading, “A Civil Service Exammation Grievance'* of 
October 14, 1929, under the heading “Another View”, by the Justice of 
Lucknow, of October 18, 1929, under the heading “The Public Serviced 
Examinations”? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state whether the result of the 
Indian Civil Service Examination is announced simultaneously with that 
of the Provmcial Civil Service Examination, so that the candidates from 
all the Provinces may know the result at one and the same time? If not, 
will Government explain the reason? 

(c) Do Government propose to rectify the oversight, if any, by intro- 
ducing a system which may not prejudice any examinee from any Provmce ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a), {h) and (c) The attention of 
the Public Service Commission was drawn to the articles m question and 
they have taken steps to ensure that in future the results of these two 
examinations are published simultaneously 

BePOBTBD THRBATBiaiTO BEHAVIOITE OF OEETAIN SOLDIEES AT ViOTOBIA 
TERBflKUS StATIOK. 

801. Sarabhai Hemdiand Ha]!: (a) Has the attention of Gov- 
ernment been drawn to the incident which took place on the 8th June last 
at the Victoria Terminus sn the Poona Passenger Train leaving that station 
at 10-46 p. M. in which certain soldiers of the Koyal WaHvicksliire Begi- 
ment, 2nd Battalion, were reported to have behaved threateningly towai^ 
some Indian fellow passengers of theirs, chucking away the luggage 'ci 
one of the passengers, talring up the seat that he had occupied ^levi- ^ 
ously and threatening to throw another out of. the window if He daj^ to 
take up any further the cause of the injured passengers? If so, has any 
complaint been made to the authorities concerned by the aggrievea 
parties^ and what steps have been taken io; connection with the same? 

( 2293 ) A 
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(6) Will Government be pleased to make a statement on the subject 
particularly indicating the steps they propose to adopt m future to avoad 
the repetition of such outrageous mcidents to the Indian travelling 
public? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) The attention of the Honourable Member is in- 
vited to the reply given to hig question No 989 on September 26th, 1929 
A complaint was made to the military authonties, and enquiries were held 
both by them and by the railway authonties A complaint was thereafter 
filed in September in the Court of the Chief Presidency Magistrate agamst 
one of the soldiers It does not appear to have been proceeded with I 
am, however, inquiring how the matter stands and will inform the Honour- 
able Member of the result 

Mr. 8ana>liai Vemchand Ha]i: With reference to the old question of mine 
mentioned m the reply, may I know on which date that question was put, 
because I do not remember having put such a question before? 

Mr. O. M. Young: 26th September, 1929 

Mr. Saral^iai Nemchand Ha]i: I did not put any question on that day,. 
Sir 


Mr. a. M. Young: I was not m the House, of course, last September 
I have only got a copy of the official record Mr Sarabhai Nemchand 
Haji asked a question No 989 on the 26th September, 1929, and a reply 
was given 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand HaJi : It may be that the question was on the 
agenda on that day, but I am sure I did not put the question 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member may not have asked that ques- 
tion But the practice is that unless a Member says that he does not want 
to put any question, the question and answer are entered m the proceedings 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Ha]l: Sir, you stopped allowing any further 
questions that morning about the time my questions were going to be 
reached and so those questions were not asked at all 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member must read the proceedings. 
If he reads the proceedings he will find that the question and answer do 
appear there 

[)raft International Convention, on Treatment or Porbignbrs. 

802 *Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Sl^li* Has the opmion of the Govern- 
ment of India been invited on the dtaft International! Convention on the 
treatment of foreigners? If so, do Government propose to invite the opi- 
nions of Indian commercial assooiatioiis With a view to forwarding them 
to proper quarters? 

The BDonourable Sir Oeorg^ BaiSSf^ The draft International Convention 
m the Treatment pf Poreignera wad’ discussed at a Oonfference held at 
Paris in November last The. ofebistbh , jtttived at wde that the Delegates 
should submit to their Govemin^t for ii^dsideration all documentB relatog 
bo the work, of the Conference ap3 them to forward to the Secretariat 
yf the League before the Ist June^ 19^, hnjr observationa i^nd suggestions 
which they may wish to make wWh‘^’resard to those documents. The- 
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loouniopts aye still awaited. When they ,az^ yeoeived^ Gov^fiifiaeiit will 
;onaider the feasibility of consulting commercial opinioii before commum- 
latuig their views to the Secretariat of the League. 

Sir Hari Singh Ck>aE: Will the Govermpent consider the cMi^uiability of 
consulting this House on the subject? 

The Hononr&Ue Sir George Rainy: I am afraid that if the repheg have 
;0 reach the League of Nations before the 1st of June, there may be no 
Possibility of consulting this House. 

Sir fiari Singh Oour : Is it necessary thatt Government must send the 
replies by the Ist June? In view of the fact that there will be a Simla 
Session, will it not be advisable for the Government to place this matter 
before this House and take the opinion of this House on a very important 
question like this? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I do not think it has been the 
practice of the Government at the stage which this question has reached 
bo bring such questions before the House It is at the stage between 
signature and ratification that in certain cases Conventions are brought 
before the House 

Sir Harl Singh Gout: Is the Honourable Member quite sure about the 
practice in regard to the Washington Convention? Because if I remem- 
ber aright, it was first raised and discussed by this House before Govern- 
ment took the final action 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I should be quite ready to consider 
whether this is a suitable case in which to take the opinion of this House 
before sending our own opinion 

Consultation by the League of Nations re Maritime Coasting Trade 

803 *Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Hay: (a) Has the attention of Gov- 
ernment been drawn to the consultation proposed to be held by the 
League of Nations on the subject of maritime coasting trade, if so, when 
IS the consultation going to take place? . 

(b) Has any questionnaire been issued by the League of Nations *a 
this connection? If so, do Government propose to invite answers frcin 
tndian Commercial Associations to the questionnaire^ 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) The Advisory and Technical 
Committee for Communications and Transit of the League of Nations hae 
referred to its Permanent Committee on Ports and Mantime Navigation 
the examination of the meaning which the different States attach to the 
term ‘‘coasting trade** and the law and practices relating thereto. I pre- 
sume that this 18 the consultation to which the j^onourable Member rdfers. 
The Government of India have received no information in regard to any 
general Conference of the League of Nations ^ thisp stfbject ^ 

’ (b) Lq with the above enquiry^ the Gkrveniment of India 

hife received a quest ibnilajre from the licagu^ of Nations As the,'<jn©9- 
tionnaire only a^s for information ui regard to the present position of 
the coasting trade of India imder the existing latvs and regulations, the 
Gqvnrppcient of India do not propose to, coni^ult.^eoinmdrsi^ aaspcu^ons 
before replying to the questionnaire 
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Mr. Smbliai Nexncliand Ha|1: Would tlie present position regarding this 
point include the question of the Coastal BeseTyation Bill as reported by 
the Select Committee of this House? 

Tlxa Honourable Sir Oeorge Balny: That is no part of the existing pro- 
visions of the law. 

Mr. Sarabhai Vemoiiand Sa]i: But, Sir, would the attention of the 
authorities at Geneva be drawn to the fact that non-official efforts are 
being made to bnng about a change in this matter? 

The Honourable Sir George Balny: I do not think. Sir, that that 
naturally arises under any question in the questionnaire 

Mr. Sarabhal Hemchand Ha]l: Would not the whole purpose of the 
replies of this Government be misleading to the International authorities 
if their attention was not drawn to the pending legislation? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: No, Sir When they ask merely 
for information as to the present position, I do not think they would 
naturally expect to receive information as to mere possibilities 

Sloops of the Royal Navy Refitted ob Rbpaibbd in the Royal 
Indian Maeinb Dookyabd. 

. 804 •Mr. Sarabhal Nemchand Ha]l: Will Government please state 
the number of sloops of the Royal Navy that have been either refitted or 
repaired in the Royal Indian Manne Dockyard durmg the last two years, 
and if so, what payments have been received for the same? 

Mr. G. M. Young: A statement has been called for, and will be com- 
municated to the Honourable Member on receipt 

CONSTBUOTION OF NbW VESSELS BY THE ROYAL INDIAN MARINE DOCKYARD. 

805. •Mr. Sarabhal Hemchand Ha]l; (a) Is it possible to use the 
Royal Indian Manne Dockyard for the construction of new vessels? If 
so, will Government please state the size of the vessels that could be 
built there? 

^ (6) Will construction have to be confined only to war vessels, or would 
iFbe possible to build mercantile vessels as well? If so, of what tonnage? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) Yes, Sir Every kmd of boat, barge and steam 
trawler can be constructed in the Royal Indian Manne Dockyard, Bombay. 
If and when the dockyard is expanded, it will be in a position to undertake 
the construction of sloops suitable for the Royal Indian Manne up to 2,000 
tons 

(b) With expansion of the dockyard it would be quite possible to 
build ships for the mercantile marine up to probably about 8,000 tons 

Mr. Sarabhal Hemchand Ha]i: With regard to part (b) of the question, 
in view of the fact that it would be possible, with the enlargement of the 
dockyard, to build mercantile vesselsi will Government consmer ilie advis* 
ability of preparing a scheme under which such vessels coul<l be buili in 
these Government dockyards when they are ready? 

Mr. O. M. Young: The Government Ijalre ^at matter under oonsidera- 
tk>n. 
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Advebtising the Work of the Royad Indian Marine (Dooktaed)* 

806 *Mr. SaraUiai Kemclumd Ha]i: Will GoverDment please state 
if they take any steps to make the work of the Royal Indian Marine nior(> 
known than is the case ? If not, do they propose to do so? 

Mr. G« M. 7oung: Yes, Sir It has already been decided to publish the 
annual Administration Reports of the Royal Indian Marine and of the 
Manne Survey of India, m future, for general information The report of 
the Flag Officer Commanding on the reorganisation of the service 
was published in an official communique, and considerable pro- 
minence was given to it in newspapers Admiral Walwyn has also 
instituted a practice of visiting ports, other them Bombay, with his Ships 
in order to acquaint the public in those ports with the character and 
functions of the reorganized force 

Mr. E. 0. Roy: May I ask the Honourable Member what is the position 
as regards the proposed Royal Indian Navy which is to supersede the 
Royal Indian Marine^ 

Mr. O. M. Young: If the Honourable Member refers to the Indian 
Navy Discipline Bill which was introduced m this House two years ago, 
the position is that Government are waiting for some indication from this 
House or from the public that the Bill should be proceeded with again. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji: Is it not the fact that the public are 
waiting for some signal from the Government that their policy has changed 
in the matter and that the Government propose to trust the people of 
this country as against the orders of the British Cabinet? 

Mr. 0. M. Young: I am afraid I am unable to answer that question. 

Mr. K. 0. Roy: May I ask what actually happened to the Bill which 
was passed by the British Parliament for creating the Royal Indian Navy? 

Mr. 0. M. Young: It was passed, that was all 

Mr. Sarabhai Ke m chan d fiaji: With reference to the Administration 
Report of the Royal Indian Marine referred to by the Honourable Member, 
may I know when it is proposed to publish such an Administration 
Report ? 

Mr. 0. M. Young: I cannot give the date I do not remember at what 
time of the year the Report comes out 

Mr. Sarabhai Eemchand HaJi: When does the naval year begin? 

Mr. 0. M. Young: I think the reports site for the financial year. 

Construction of New Ships for the Royad Indian Marine. 

) 

807, *Mr. Sarahhai Kemchand Haji: (iC) Will Government be pleased 
to state if any orders for the construction of new ships for the Royal 
Indian Marine have been placed dunng the last 18 months? 

(6) If the answer to part (a) is m the affirmative will Government be 
pleased to state whether it is usual to invite tenders before 1#^ 
ofiders^ are placed? 

Mr. 0. M. Young: (o) Yes for one new aloojp Y ^ D 

'^(b) 6k)Cp is being l),uil^ under the oiders of Admiralty, and I 
am iware of what their practice is in the matter of inviting tenders. 
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Sbpabatioh of the Royal Indiak Mauinb Budget feom the Miletary 

Budget. 

808. *Mr. Sarabhai Nemcband Ha]i: Is it a fact that the amount 

of money annually allotted to the Boyal Indian Manne and remaming 
unspent within a year lapses into the general fund of the Military Budget? 
If so, have Government considered the advisability of separating the Royal 
Indian Manne Budget from the Malitary Budget with a view to enable 
the Royal Indian Manne to have the full benefit of the amounts allotted 
to it from year to year? 

Hr. O. M. Young: The answer to the first part of the question is m 
the negative, the second part does not therefore arise The Royal Indian 
Marine have the full benefit of savings effected within their separate budget 
allotment. 


Recruitment for the Royal Indian Marine 

809. *Hr. Sarabh&i Nemchand Haji: (a) Will Government please 
state the parts of India to which recruitment parties are sent m order 
to secure fresh supplies of men for the ships of the Royal Indian Manne? 

(b) Have Government received representations from certain distncts 
or castes to the effect that their claims for recruitment for the Royal 
Indian Manne are being disregarded by Government? If so, will Gov- 
ernment please state the action they propose to take in the matter? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) Recruiting parties were formerly sent regularly 
to the Ratnagiri distnct, which used to be practically the sole recruiting 
ground for the Royal Indian Manne before its reorganization At the 
time of reorganization, it was the intention of Government to send recruit- 
ing parties to this area only until such time as the Royal Indian Marine 
was enlarged, when they expected to go further afield SinCe the force 
was reorganized on a combatant basis, and service was made permanent 
and pensionable, the popularity of the Boyal Indian Manne with this 
community has heavily declined and the last recruiting party that went 
to Ratnagin failed to obtain any good recruits Attempts were made 
accordingly to get recruits from elsewhere, and parties have been sent to 
the Punjab, pnncipally to the districts of the Salt Range, where the ser- 
vice seems to be popular and recruits of an excellent stamp are readily 
forthcoming 

(b) The only representation of the kind suggested in the ^juestion came 
from the Bhandan community m 1926 I quoted their resolution in 
answer to Mr Aney’s question No. 824 on the 25th August, I 

would add that there is nothm^ to prevent youths of the Bhandari or any 
other community from presenting themselves at the Royal Indian Marine 
Depot for recruitment if they wish. 

Mr. X. 0. Roy: Will the Honourable Member say whether reoruitbg 
parties will be sent to Chittagong? ^ 

Mr. O. M* Young: Government have considered the question of ^cruit- 
ment from ChittagoSg, and I have no doubt they will keep it in mind. 
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RBOBirrrBanffrr ov Indians fob this Rotaz. Indian Mabinx« ' . 

810, *1SX, Saralj^lLi Nemchand (fi) WiU Government pleasf 

state how far the Royal Indian Manna has been reorganised during th 
last few months? 

(6) Is it a fact that the force has been short of the full numbers ii 
the ranks of the executive olFicers and the engmeer officers? 

(c) If the answer to part (b) is in the affirmative, are Govemmen 
prepared to make up the deficiency by recruiting Indians only, with i 
view to utilise the existing vacancaes for the purposes of Indianising thesi 
services more rapidly? 

Hr. Q. M. Young: {a) The reorganization may now be considered a 
complete 

(6) and (c) There has been some shortage, owing mainly to the tim< 
it took to introduce the open competitive exammation for the service 
There does not appear to be any difficulty, however, in obtaining Britisl 
candidates for either branch of the service Indian candidates have s* 
far only been forthcoming for the Engineer branch Two Indian candi 
dates for this branch passed the examination held last November As 
have already informed the House, three executive vacancies are beinj 
offered for competition among the cadets of the “Dufferin” at a specia 
examination to be held m May this year In view of these facts, Govern 
ment do not propose immediately to increase the proportion of Indiai 
vacancies, but they have that possibility constantly in mmd 

Sir Sari Singh Ck)ur : May I ask if any Indian has so far been appointee 
to the combatant ranks? 

Mr. O. M. Young: To the executive branch? 

Sir Hari Singh Ckmr: To the officer's rank. 

Mr. O. M. Young: Yes, but to the executive or engineer branch? 

Sir Hari Singh Ck>ur: I mean both. 

Mr. O. M. Young: I have just said, m answer to the main question, 
that two cadets have succeeded m entering the Engineer Brqqcli, ^Thej 
have not yet been appointed, but they have gone to England fo^ trainuigi 


Rbcbuttmbnt of Seamen. 

811. '^Mr. Sarabhai NemeSumd Haji: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state the exact method of recruitment of seamen at the major ports 
of India? 

(h) What is the exact manner in whach the registers of serangs lasoars, 
firemen, stewards and butleiti are maintained at these ported 

(c) Is it a fact that in Bombay the licences for the supply of seamen 
have been issued to one party only for the last 40 or 50 years? ' 

(«f) If the answer to part (c) be m the affirmative, do Government 
propose to issue licences to other brokers? If not, do they propose to 
elitablish a regulst^ Buread of Emph&ynMdi^ to tiM mpinag 
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Bonoufftble Sir CMorga Balny : (a) [The large majority of Indian sea 
men are recruited at the two major ports of Bombay and Calcutta As re 
gards the method of recruitment at Bombay, I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the reply I gave to starred question No 691 asked by Mr 
S C Mitra on the 23rd September, 1929 At Calcutta the seamen 
required for vessels belonging to the British India Steam Navigation Com- 
pany are recruited at the Company's offices by its own officers In the 
case of the other shipping companies, the sukhanies are selected at an 
open muster held at the Shippmg Office At present the other ratings are 
recruited largely through the medium of the licensed brokers Arrange 
ments have, however, recently been made for the introduction of the 
following alternative methods of recruitment According to the first 
method, the shipping companies will maintain registers of the Serangs 
and Butlers m their regular employ, and these ratings will be selected by 
the Companies’ officers at their own offices the lower ratings bemg selected 
by the Companies’ officers with the aid of the Idadmg ratings The second 
method 18 intended for those companies who may not find it possible to 
make the necessary internal arrangements for the recruitment of seamen 
at their own offices An employment register of serangs and butlers will 
be maintained at the Shippmg Office and these ratings will be selected 
by the Companies’ officers at an open muster held at the Shipping Office. 
The lower ratings will be recruited as in the case of the first method by 
the Companies’ officers with the aid of the leading ratmgs 

(ft) Employment registers of Serangs and Butlers are maintained at 
Bombay and Calcutta The registers show, inter aha, the ship on which 
the ratmg has obtained employment and the date on which he signed on 

(c) The, three licensed brokers at Bombay are members of the same 
firm This firm has held this business for many years 

(d) Government do not propose to issue licences to other persons, nor 
do they at present contemplate the maintenance at the Bombay Shipping 
Office of employment registers for lower ratings 

Statement showing the Number of Indian Officers holding obetain 
Ranks in State Railways. 

812. •Mr. S«rabhlti Nemchand Will Government be pleased to lay 
<NR the table a statement showing the numbers of Indian officers holding 
the following ranks in each of the State Railways . 

(1) Heads of Departments 

(2) Deputy Heads of Departments 

(8) Divisional Operating Superuitetidents. 

(4) Divisional Traffic Superintendents 

(5) Executive or Divisional Engineers? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsoiui: The Honourable Member will find this informa- 
tion in the Classified List of State Railway Establishment, a copy of 
which is in the Library of the Housb. 

Cabbxaob of Piece-Goods from Bombay to Calcutta by Rail and 
''' Stbamsb. 

813. *M^, BtxMoA Mti&duuid Saiir(d) Has the attenOon Go'v^- 
mont been drawn to the Statement of &e Agent of the Great Indian 

Bula Railway that the rate of niece croods from Bombav hn CalAnfta *)!« 



QUBiaXIONS AND AKSWKRS. 


daol 


Nagpur has been reduced from Ea 3-8-8 to Rs. 1-8-0 with a vleW to com- 
pete agamst the carnage of piece-goods from Bombay to Calcutta by 
steamers ? 

(b) Has the poUcy of the Agent of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 
been endorsed by the Government of India? 

Hr. A. A. L. ParsoDs: (a) The answer is m the affirmative except that 
the rate in question has, I understand, been reduced from Rs 3-7-8 first to 
Rs 2-5-0 and then from Rs 2-5-0 to Rs 1-8-0 and Government are not 
auare that the Agent of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway stated that 
the rate was reduced from Rs 3-8 3. 

(b) Yes 

Power Supplied by the Hydro-Electrio Concerns for the Suburban 
L i f r.. Serviob of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

814. *Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Hajl: Will Government be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing 

(а) the cost per unit of power supplied by the Hydro-electnc con- 

cerns for the suburban service of the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway , 

(б) the minimum quantity of electric energy in terms of units the 

authorities of the Great Indian Penmsula Railway have agreed 
to pay for irrespective of the actual consumption, 

(c) the actual consumption m terms of units supplied by the Hydro- 

electric concerns to the Great Indian Peninsula Railway month 
by month during the last 12 months ending 80th June, 1929, 
and 

(d) the payments made with reference to (c) for the power consumed 

by the Great Indian Peninsula Railway for their suburban ser- 
vice? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The information is being collected and will be 
furnished to the Honourable Member when ready As possibly other 
Members of the House may be interested, I will lay the statement contain- 
ing th<» information on the table of the House as soon as an opportunity 
occurs 


Training of Indians nr Marine Wireless 

815. *Hr. Sarabhai Kemchand Sa]i: Will Government be pleased to 
state whether they have taken €uiy action for the training of Indian youths 
in Marine Wireless as referred to in the speech of His Excellency the Vice- 
roy at the Annual Meeting of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Com- 
merce and Industry at Calcutta in December, 1928? If so, will they be 
pleased to give the details of the scheme they propose to inaugurate ? 

, !PhafH<nio«niWe Sir Gkorge Rainy; A scheme for the training of wireless 
(>perat<^ on the Training Ship “DufEenn" was oonsid^ed by the Gormi'* 
ing: Body Ojt their meeting held on the 4th July last. After careful con- 
fideration^ , the Governing Bqdy res<Hved that they , were not. in IttVour of 
the trainmg of wireless operators on the^'*Duffentt** The j matter is still 
under consideration. 
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Sir Had Singh Ooux: May I ask what was the reason for the unfavour- 
able decision of the Governing Body? 

The Hcmcmrable Sit aeorge EiUny: The difihculty was this, that, if it 
were merely a question of wireless training, a course of nine months might 
he sufficient, but the ordmsry course is three years on the "Duffenn” and 
jt 18 not considered desirable to have boys on board under training for so 
short a penod as nine months I am not yet satisfied that the difficulties 
might not be overcome, and we are making further inquiries about it 

Fellowships offered to India by the Rockefeller Foundations. 

816 ♦Dr. B. S. Moonje: Will Government be pleased to state 

whether any Fellowships were offered to this country by the 
Rockefeller Foundation either nn the year 1928 or 1929, and if 
BO, the date when the offer was received and the number of 
Fellowships offered , 

(b) whether applications were invited from the different provinces 

for selection of candidates for the award of these Fellowships, 
and if so, the last date for receivmg the applications, 

(c) the procedure adopted by the Government of India for the selec- 

tion of candidates to be recommended to the Rockefeller 
Foundation for the award of the Fellowships, 

(d) the date or dates on which the vanous Provincial Governments 

sent m the lists of candidates with their recommendations for 
the award of the Fellowships, 

(e) the date when the Government of India forwarded their recom- 

mendations to the Rockefeller Foundation, 

(/) the names of persons recommended by them for the award of 
the Fellowships and of the subjects chosen by them, and 
(<;) the nature of the reply received from the Rockefeller Founda- 
tion With regard to the names recommended by the Govern- 
ment of India? 

Sir Trank Hoyoe: (a) No Fellowships were offered m 1928. In October, 
1928, Government enquired from Dr J F Kendrick, who is the represen- 
tative of the Rockefeller Foundation m India, whether it was proposed to 
award any Fellowships to India m the near future, and if so, when Dr 
Kendrick replied in January 1929, that the Foundation did not set asjide 
any definite number of Fellowships for Indian students but that if there 
were deserving men, he had no doubt that fellowships could be secured 
for them 

(6) Yes Local Governments and Admmistrations were asked to sub* 
ffiit their recommendations, if possible, by th^ 81st March, 1929 

(c) The candidates who are nominated by Local Governments and Ad- 
mimstration# and who fulfil the oondiMb&s prescribed by the Rockefeller 
Foundation as to qualifications and prospects' of employment are arranged 
m order of prelsk^nce by the Soientiflo Advisory Board of the Indian Bo- 
search Fund Asaodaikm and the fins! selecito is made by the BoekofcAler 
International Health itself 
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{d) TBe recommendations from Local Governments were received be* 
ween the 26th March, 1929, and the 6th June, 1929 

(e) The hst of candidates drawn up in order of preference by the Soien- 
ific Advisory Board was forwarded to Mr Kendrick on the 6th July, 1929, 
;Ogether with the original applications 

(/) A list showing the names of the applicants and the subjects chosen 
)y them ns placed on the table of the House 

(g) Government were informed by Dr Kendrick on the Slst October, 
L929. that the applications had been received in New York only on the 6th 
September and that all available funds for fellowships in the East had been 
allotted by then excerpt one which had been ear-marked for an ofl&cer in con- 
leotion with co-operative arrangements for rural health work m Burma. 
3nly one Fellowship was, therefore, awarded to Dr Fenn who was serving 
n Burma Dr Kendnck, however, added that the applications would be 
cept on the file of the Executive Committee of the Rockefeller Foundation 
ind would be given due consideratiion, should funds become available for 
1980 


mtement referred to in the reply to part (f) of question No 8J6, regarding Rockefeller 
Foundation Seholarshtps, 


1 Dr Ramaswami Stibra- Madras 
manian 


2 Dr Walajanagar Vijia* Madras 
ragava Psrumid. 


3. Dr Shankar Kashmath Bombay 
Ookhale 

4 Dr. Mukundraj Qanpat Bombay 
Pandxt 

Vasudeo Lakshman Desh- Bombay 
pande. 

^ Dr. Ramchandra Oovmd Bombay 
Dhayagude 

7. Dr Ramkrishna Panda- Bombay • 
rang Kappikar. 

S. Dr. M O. T Iyengar • Bengal • 
e. Dr Mohammad Yaoob . Punjab 


Subjects Selected for study. 

Pubho Health admimstration. 
Epidemiology with special 
reference to Halariology 

System of medical inspeotion of 
schools in America and rural 
sanitation in other oountnea 
especially America 

, Chemistry of Vitamin and Nutri* 
tion problems. 

. Analytical Chemistry. Bacteriology 
and preparation of calf lymph. 

. Infectious Diseases with special 
refersnoe to PqbUc Health. 

. Bacteriology and Tropical Patho* 
logy. 

• Anatomy and Embryology. 

k Malaria research, survey and 
preventioa. , 

. Tecbmqueof the pr epara tion of 
anti -variolous vaoome lytskph 
and problems connected mh 
vaccination In United States of 
America and tbe lluitad King* 
dbm. 


10. Dr. Samad Shah • • 

11. Dr. Ayodbya Nath X>Me« 
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Subjects selected for etudjr. 

Dr. Beni Madhava Roy . United Provincee, Public Health and Malariology. 

Br Victor William Fenn. Burma . . Hygiene and Public Health 

Dr S K Malliok Bihar and Onaaa . Public Health and Malariology 

Dr Surai Naram . Ajmer-Merwara (i) Pathology and 

relation to clinical medicine and 
public health and (u) studiee in 
prevention and cur© of tubercul 
oais. 

Dr. B. S. Moon]e: Did the Government of India know the date by which 
the Rockefeller Foundation were to receive applications for scholarships 
to the Rockefeller Institute ? 

Sir Trank Koyce : I understand the position is that the Rockefeller Foun- 
dation doea not lay down any defimte date No definite date was fixed by 
it for the receipt of applications 

Dr. B. S. Hoonjs: How is it that, when the Government of India sent 
their reply m July, it was not received in New York before September? 

Sir Trank Hoyce: I do not know, Sir It was sent to Dr Kendnck on 
the 6th of July, whose headquarters are in Madras Why it did not reach 
New York until the 5th of September, I am unable to say 

Dr. B. S. Moonje: Did the Government of India wnte and inquire why 
their reply had not reached New York before the 5th of September^ 

Sir Trank Kpyce: I do not know I can find out and let the Honourable 
Member know The matter is really one for the Rockefeller Foundation, 
and it is hardly for us to make any inquiry of that nature 

Dr. B. S. Moonje: My point is whether the Government of India's ap- 
plication did reach New York m tune or not? 

Sir Trank* Koyce: I have already said that all the available funda for 
Fellow^ip m the East had been allotted by the time our application reached 
the Foundation. 

Dr. B. S. Mponje: And your application reached them m September 
Qfter the FeUowshipa were all allotted away? 

Sir Hari Singh. Gk>ur: Did the Honourable Member know the date by 
which the Rockefeller Foundation would make the allotments? 

Sir Trank Noyea : No, Sir , I have already said that the Rockefeller Foun^ 
dation do not lay down any defimte datfe. 

Dr. B. S. Moonje: Why did not the Government wnte and find out as 
to why their application did not reach York till September when it 
Was sent from here in July? Did they take any action to find out the 
cause of the delay? 

Sir Trank Koycd: It is rather a long post from here to New York 

Delay m the Abplioation by the Govewsmeht oe India for Rogkbfblubr 
FotTKDATIOirTlfcfilBTOHm 

817. *Dr«^ B. f . M^Je: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
if it is a fact tliat tii4 l^eoutive Committee of the Rockefeller Foundation 
received the application sent by the Government of India in 1929 after all 
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the available funds for the Fellowships m the East had been allotted, and 
that it was therefore not possible for the Foundation to award any Fellow^ 
ship to Indians in 1929, except one which had been earmarked tot an officer 
in connection with co-operative arrangements for rural health work in 
Burma? 

(b) If the reply to part (a) is m affirmative, will Government be pleased 
to state who Was responsible for this delay in forwarding the application 
from India? 

(c) What steps do Government intend to take for obviating such delay 
in the future? 

Sir Trank Noyce: (a) Yes 

{b) The circumstances have been explained in the reply just given by 
me to the Honourable Member s question No 816 

(c) The Honourable Member will see that so far as the Government of 
India were concerned, there was no avoidable delay When a similar oc- 
casion again arises the Government of India will impress on Local Govern- 
ments the necessity for promptitude m submitting their recommendations 

StTBJBOTS FOB THE AwABD OP ROOKBFBLLEB FOUNDATION FELt^OWSHIPa 

IN India 

818. *Dr. B. S. Hoon]a: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether the Rockefeller Foundation has defined the subjects for the award 
of the Fellowships in India? 

(6) Are these subjects more or less the same for which Fellowships are 
awarded by the Foundation in other countries such as England, Germany, 
Czecko- Slovakia ? 

(c) In case the subjects recommended for the award of Fellowships m 
India are not the same && those in other countnes, have Government con- 
sidered the question of the advisability of representing to the Rockefeller 
Foundation the inclusion of the subjects of pure and apphed science 
besides those relating to public health for the award of Fellowships to Indian 
candidates ? 

Sir Trank Noyce: (a) The Fellowships awarded by the International 
Health Board of the R^kefeller Foundation are designed to meet definite 
needs in public health service 

(b) It would seem from Memorandum No 7664 of the International 
Health Board which gives information regarding these Pellowshipa that 
the regulations are the same for aH coimtries A copy 0i this memoran- 
dum has been placed in the Library of the House 

(c) Does not arise. 

SbDBOTION of CaNDIDATSE fob THB AwaBD of RoCKBFBLLBB FoUKDA*^ir 

FbLLOW8HIF9. 

819. *Br. S. MooniB} Will Government be pleased state liow 
many Fellows were selected from the difierent pkOvincea reSpedliFely since 
the award of the Rockefeller Foundation Fellowships came first to be made? 
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81f Viank Voyce: The inform aiion \b eontamed m the statement whioli 
I hsTS placed on the table of the House 


Madras • < 

United Provinces 
Punjab 


Burma . . . • 

Central Provinces 
North West Frontier Province 
Officer in Mihtaty employ 


, Dr. R. Adiseshan, L M S. 

Dr. K. V. Kfishnan, M.B.B.S. 

Dr H. O D. Mathur, B Sc , M.B.B S. 

Dr A C. Banerjee, M B.B S , D P H 

Dr. A R. Mehta, M B B S.. D.P.H , D T.M. 
and H. 

Dr Ram Behan Lai, M B B S , DP 
D.T M. and H. 

Dr V W Fenn 

Dr. C R. Edibam, M B B S 

Dr. Saranjam Khan, B S.C , M B B.S 

Captain (now Major) S. S. Sokhey, I.M 8. 


Utilization in India op Indians given Fellowships of the Kookbfelleb 

Foundation 

a 

820 *I>r. B. S. Xoonjc Will Government be pleased to state: 

(а) How many Fellows who were given the Kockefeller Fellowships 

have returned to India so far, 

(б) How many of them have been utilized in the Medical Kesearch. 

Department, giving the names of the Fellows and the msti- 
tutes to which they may be attached and the inquiries that 
may be entrusted to them for carrying out in each case , and 

(o) How many of them are not utilized in the MedAcal Besearch De- 
partment stating reasons why they have not been so utihzed? 

Sir Trank Noyoe: (a) Nme Government have no information about 
Dr Fenn who was awarded the Fellowship in 1929 

(6) One, vtz»f Major S S Sokhey, I M.S , who is serving as an Assist- 
ant Director of the Haffkme Institute, Bombay 

(e) Eight, SIX ojl whom are employed m suitable appointments m pro- 
vincial Public Health Departments The remaining two, vtz , Drs. Saran- 
jam Khan and K V. Knshnani are employed on Bacteriophage and Kala- 
Azar inquiries, respectively, under the Indian Besearch Fund Association* 
The cadre of the Meducal Besearch Department is fixed according to its 
requirements 

Ur. B. 8. Moonje: Are there any who are unemployed? 

Sir Trank Hoyoe : I do not thint any them are unemployed Fellow- 
ships are granted on the distinct undorstaAding* that those who llold them 
are ear-matked for suitaMe appcantmontr>t» their return to India 
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ApponmfXNT ow a non-Indian Judob in tub Patna High 

621 *Uuntad Xamx Ssran: (a) Is it a fact that, m the Patna High 
Court, in place of the Honourable Mr Justice P K Das (resigned), the 
appointment of a non-Indian is contemplated? 

(h) If so, are Government aware that such a step will be regarded by 
Indians in this country as a reversal of the policy of Indianisation? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerart (4) and (b) The question of filling 
tihe appointment which, under section 101 of the Government of India 
Act, is made by His Majesty is still under consideration and I regret I 
am unable to make any statement on the subject 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh. Is it a fact, Sir, that the gentleman who is 
going to officiate for Mr Justice P B Das is neither an Indian nor a 
lawyer Judge? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I must ask for notice of that ques- 
tion 

Munshi Iswar Saran: Why has there been so much delay in makmg 
the appointment of the successor of the Honourable Mr Justice P B 
Das? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I presume, Sir, m order that the 
best selection may be made 

Munshi Iswar Saran: Will the Honourable Member kmdly tell the 
Eouse the recommendation made by the Patna High Court? 

The Hpnourable Sir James Orerar: The Government of India are not 

officially consulted in these matters, and I regret that I cannot make a 
statement 

Munshi Iswar Saran. Will the Honourable Member kmdly tell the 
House what recommendation the Home Member made in regard to this 
natter 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I cannot do that 

MunBhi IsWar Saran: Will the Honourable Member convey to the Sec- 
■etary of State for India the information that the appointment of a non- 
ndian to a post which has been Vacated by an Indian will give rise to 
nuch dissatisfaction among Indians? 

The Honourable Silr James Orerar: I will see that the questions and 
eplies are communicated to the Secretary of State 

Mr. Gaya Pnusid Singh: Are Government aware that the prestige of 
he Patna High Court will suffer if this sort of jobbery is perpetrated? 

y^realdeiil^ Order, order ' i 

fMf. Hath ,|>i|t^: What are the je£^s6ns> Sir, for oyfrt^k^g the 

laims of the Pravinoifd Judicial Service in giving them a , 6 n the 
*atna High Court in the present vacancy? , . , 
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Tils Honourable Sir James Orerar: As a general proposition, the claims 

of members of the Provincial Service are duly considered when a suitable 
vacancy arises 

Munshi Iswar Saran: Is the Honourable Member aware that there are 
competent lawyers m the Patna High Court as well as m other High 
Courts who can be appointed to this post? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I note the Honourable Member's 
expression of his view on that point. 

Hr. Amar Nath Dutt: Is it not a fact that a member of the Judicial 
Servjice was available to act for this post, and yet a Civilian Judge has 
been selected? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: It is true that, as a temporary 
measure, there are two additional Civilian Judges at present 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Was not a member of the Provincial Judicial 
Service available who officiated as Hjigh Court Judge in the same Court? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I must have notice of that 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: May I know whether the Government of India re- 
cognise that this 18 an Indian vacancy and that an Indian should be 
appounted ? 

The Honourable Sir Jataies Orerar: That question will doubtless be 
considered by the competent authorities 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: Do the Government know that, even if there is no 
Indian available m this particular province, there are other capable men 
m other provinces, and will they try and secure an Indian from any part 
of India if he is available to fill up this post? 

The Honourable 8dr James Orerar: I have no doubt that all the con- 
siderations bearing on the matter will be carefully taken into account by 
the competent authorities l' regret I cannot say anything more at pre- 
sent 

Mundii Iswar Saran; Is it not a fact that there is an Indian gentle- 
man practising in the Patna High Court who, on more than one occasion, 
has officiated as a Judge of the Patna High Court? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I believe that is a fact 


IimjoTBTUTY or Indians fob the Diplobiatio Sbbvioe. 

822. *Slr Harl Singh Gour: With reference to the reply to starred 
question No. 588 on the 12th March, 1980, regarding the ineligibility of 
Indians for Diplomatic Service, will Government be pleased to' state what 
action, if any, they propose to take to get the rules amended so as to 
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Mr. X. B. Hovtll: The Guverament of India are m sympathy with 
the spirit underlytt^ the Honourable Member’s question They have 
already once made representations upon the subject and are prepared to 
renew them when a favourable opportunity presents itsdf 

I 

Lack of Waiting Rooms at Bojba Station. 

823. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that there is no waiting room 
at Bojra Station m the Noakhali Branch of the Assam Bengal Railway 
-either for males or females ? 

(b) Is it a fact that several representations were made by the local 
people to the railway authorities for a waiting room? 

(c) Are Government aware that passengers are put to great mcon- 
venience and difficulties for the want of such a waiting room or any shade? 

(d) Are Government aware that m the absence of any waiting room 
for ladies, the pardah lady passengers are much inconvenienced? 

(e) Do Government propose to remove the long-felt grievance of the 
local people? 

Mr A. A. L. Parsons: Government are not aware of the exact arrange- 
ments, but a copy of the question will be sent to the Agent 

<iuALiFYiNG Examinations in the SEoaBTABiAT and Attached Offices. 

824 *Mr. S« 0. Mitra: (a) Are Government aware that the matricib 
lates employed in the Third Division of the Secretanat offices were noi 
allowed to take the First or Second Division (Secretariat) qualifymg exami- 
nation held by the Public Service Commission in November 1929? 

(b) Is it a fact that the matriculates employed m the Second Division 
of the Attached Offices (having previously qualified for the Third Division, 
i 0 , the examination passed by the candidates referred to at (a) above 
or the Second Division Attached Offices examination) were permitted to 
take this examination for 

(i) the Fir^t Division Secretanat, 

(u) the Second Division Secretariat, 

(ill) the First Division Attached Offices, 
imlike their fellow colleagues in the Secretanat? 

(c) Are Government aware that, under the rules framed by them for 
admission of candidates to this examination, the matriculate clerks of the 
Attached Offices were onlv ehgible for the Upper Division of their offices 
and not the Second tlivision of the Secretariat for which category 
some clerks have been declared successful? How is this ctnOmaly to be 
.explained? 

(d) What is the number of such matriculates employed in the Attached 
Offices who have been declared successful for the Second Division? 

(«) Is it a fact that both the classes of clerks referred to at (a) and (W 
above are eligible for promotion to the next higher category of their 
-reepective offices accordi^ to a certain fixed percentage? 

(f) If the answer tp part (e) is in the afibrmative, Qm^emment 
)>leaAe state the reiftsohi that led them to make a distinction between the 
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Attached Office matriculates and the Secretariat matriculates for tha 
pturpose of allowing them to take the qualifying examination? 

(^) Are Government aware that this distinction caused great discontent 
among the clerks concerned, and is it a fact that representations were made 
to Government? 

{h) Do Government propose to redress theur grievance by cWffordmg 
them an opportunity of appearing at the next examination as Depart- 
mental candidates and extending to them the concessions allowed at the 
November 1929 examination? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar; (a) Yes 

(6) Yes, if recommended by the Heads of their Departments 

(c) The position of an Assistant in an attached office ib slightly supe- 
rior to that of a second division clerk jin the Secretariat, consequently it 
wag considered that if a clerk was held to be fit for Assistant ifn an at- 
tached office he could properly be held fit for the second division m the 
Secretariat 

(d) Nine 

(<?') Yes 

(/) The second division in attached offices consisted partly of persons 
who had qualified for the second division and partly ot persons qualified 
as typist and routine clerks I understand that the Public Service Com- 
mission considered it undesirable to distinguish between clerks who were 
working in the same division in the same office These conditions did not 
prevaal m the Secretariat 

(^) Certain representations were made in the matter 

(h) There will be no departmental qualifying examinations in future, 
but under the rules lit is open to departments, in cases of exceptional 
merit, to promote tlnrd division clerks to the second division in not more 
than one of every five vacancies. 

ExPBNDITXniE VBOM RAILWAY ReTBKITB ON THB B\MTJNGACHI ShOOTINO 

Cas». 

825. ^Pandit Nilakantlia Das: (a) Will Government Ibe pleased to 
state what amount of expenditure has been incurred from the Railway 
revenue to conduct the case in connection with the Bamungachi shooting 
incident to defend the Railway officials? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table the correspondence 
that passed between the Railway Board and the Government of Bengal 
or the Advocate General of Bengal in connection with the Appeal pre- 
ferred against the acquittal of S]. Shanti Bam Mondal? 

Mr. A. A, L, Parsons: (a) Information will be obtained and supjdied 
to the Honourable Member oh ifts receipt 

(6) The Honourable Member pieaumably refers to correspondence be- 
tween the Government of India and the Bengal Government Govern- 
ment regret that they are not prepar^ to lay ihis cc^respondenoe on tihe 
table. 
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BasKABOfl IN Plant Physiology and SoHojuiUtSjcijrs for AoRicoLTtjBAN 
Bxsxaboh and Anibcal Husbandry. 

826 *'Xx^ K. 0. KdOgy: (a) Are researches in plant physiology con- 
ducted at the Agncultural Institute at Pusa? If so, are annual 
accounts of the results of such researches pubhshed, and has any of them 
received any appreciative notice so far in scientific journals pubhshed 
abroad ? 

(6) Does the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research intend to en- 
courage better teaching of physiology of plants and research therem? If 
60 , m what manner? 

(c) Are Government aware of any institution m India where research 
18 carried on m plant physiology^ If so, is the Imperial Coimcil of Agn- 
cultural Research considering the question of helping it m any way? 

(d) Is there any intention on the part of the said Council or Govern- 
ment to grant scholarships to suitable Indians to qualify themselves in 
agricultural research and animal husbandry m any foreign country lik& 
Denmark which is a leading centre of such reseaich and scientific study? 

Sir Frank Noyce: (<i) Theie is no separate section of plant physiology 
at the Pusa Research Institute and such research m that subject as has 
been conducted there has been connected with and subsidiary to problems 
m plant-breeding The results of the research work carried out at Pusa 
are published in the Memoirs and Bulletins of the Imperial Department 
of Agnculture in India and the work done has repeatedly receaved appre- 
ciative references in scientific journals published abroad 

(H) The attention of the Imperial Council of Agncultural Research will 
be jinvited to this matter 

(c) Research in plant physiology is earned out in several institutions 
in India which are in receipt of assistance from Government 

It 38 open to any institution to apply to the Impenal Council of Agn- 
cultural Research for a grant for research m any branch of agncultural 
science 

(d) The question has already been remitted to the Council of Agncul- 
tural Research for consideration 

Number of Mbmdirs of bach Community in different Ranks of the 

Army 

827. Mukhtar Singh: (a) Will Government be pleased to stato 

how many Indians have up to now been given King's Commissions and 
how many of these commissions are honorary? 

(b) How many of these commissions are allotted to Hindus, Sikhsr 
Muhammadans and Christisns and untouchables? 

(c) How many Indians have been given Viceroy's commissions till 
now, and how many of these are Hindus, Sikhs, Muhammadans, Chris- 
tians and so-called untouohaHes? 

^ How many Indian oiher ranks and Indian camp followers are there 
r many el them are Hindus, Sikhs, Christians and 
depremed claaaai(? 

B 2 
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Hr. O. M Young: 78 Indians have hitherto passed out of SsndhuiBt 
and have been granted King’s Commissiionis 29 (k these were Himdua, 29 
were Muhammadans, 18 were Sikhs, one a Burman and one a Chnatian. 
The remainder of the infomiation desired by the Honourable Member is not 
available, and could only be collected, if at all, by the expenditure of an 
amount of t|ime and labour, which would be disproportionate to its value 
result 

Militaey Contbaotobs. 

828 *Mr. HnkhUr Singh: What 18 the total number of military 
contractors entered m the register of mihtary authorities and how many of 
them are Hindus, Sikhs, Mohammadans and belong to the depressed 
classes? 

Mr. a. M. Young: There is no register showing the total number of 
contractors employed by the vanous mihtary authorities, nor would it be 
practicable to compile such a register I am sorry therefore that I can- 
not guve the information required by my Honourable fnend 

Rbpbbsbntation of the Arya Samaj in the Delhi University 

829 *Mr. Mukhtar Singh: With reference to my starred questions Nos 
560 and 561 answered in the Legislative Assembly on the 18th February 
1929, will Government be pleased to state the conclusions arrived at by 
Government on the communication received from the Arya Sama], Delhi? 

Sir ITrank Koyce; Government were unable to accede to the request 
made in the communication referred to by the Honourable Member A 
representative of the Arya Samaj, Delhi, has ho\\ever been appomted as 
a Member of the Court by the Chancellor of the Delhi University, 

Raoial Disorimination in Leave Rules on the Bombay Baroda 
AND Central India Railway 

830. Sahib Harbilas Sarda: (a) Is it a fact that the Indian officers 
of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway have been representing 
matters for several years and asking for the removal of racial discrimination 
Rgainst them in the application of leave rules’ 

(6) Is it a fact that in the same city of Bombay, the old Great Indian 
Peninsula Railwav has made no such racial discnimnation m the leave 
rules against its Indian Officers, while the Bombay, Baroda and Centra! 
India Railway does? 

(c) Will Government state if there is any other State-owned railway in 
India which has such racial dismiinination against the Indian officers 
in the matter of leave regulations? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway 
Company has recently issued a irew set of leave rules, but that, even in 
them, these discriminations have not been removed, and that they wre far 
iess favourable than those applicable to the European officers? 

(e) la it a fact that these new i4ave rules have not been brought into 
line with those in force on the State Railways? 

if) Is it true that whereas a European officer on the Bombay, Baroda 
and Central India Railway can get 22 rnemths* combined leave at a time^ 
the Indian officer is restricted to six m<mth8' combmed leave only? 
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{gy Is it true that whereas the Buropeaa officer earns furlough at 
the rate of one^fourth of active service rendered, the Indian officer earns it 
at the rate of one>eleventh only? 

(h) Is it true that, whereas the European officer gets one month s sick 
leave on full pay per year non-cumulative without affecting his other leave 
and furlough, no such leave is given to the Indian officer though he may 
be ill? 

(j) Is it true that, whereas the European officer can get 22 months’ com- 
bined leave after retirement, the Indian officer is allowed six months' com- 
bined leave only? 

(j) Is it true that the European officer can commute his furlough irres- 
pective of his going overseas, whereas the Tndian officer can only commute 
it provided he goes overseas? 

Mr. A. A. L Parsons: (a) Government believe it to be so 

(b) No, the leave rules of the old Great Indian Penmsula Kailway 
gave greater leave benefits to European officers 

(c) Both the revised leave rules of the Bombay, Baroda and Central 
India Eailway and the revised leave rules applicable to State Railway 
employees allow a more hberal scale of leave to persons of non-Asiatio 
domicile, but the increased limits m the B , B and C I rules are much 
higher 

(d) Yes, except that the discnmmation is on domicile and not on race. 

(e) Yes, but Government propose to invite the Company to consider a 
revision of their rules on the basis of the revised leave rules applicable to 
State Railway employees 

(/), (h) and (i) The answer is in the affirmative if a comparison is 
made of the privalegea applicable to officers of non-Asiatic domicile with 
those applicable to officers of Astatic domicde 

(^) Officers of non-Asiatic domicile earn furlough at the rate of a quar- 
ter of active service and officers of Asiatic domicile at the rate of 30 days 
for each calendar year 

(f) Yes, except that an officer of Asiatic domicile can commute fur- 
lough on half pay into furlough on full pay up to a maximum of four months 
on each occasion if the leave is taken on Medical Certificate and spent in 
India or Ceylon 

Racial Discbimination in Lbatb Rules on the Bombay, Bahoda ani> 
Centkal India Railway. 

831 *Rai Sahib HarbUas Sarda: (a) Are the new leave rules which are 
In force on the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway as applicable 
to the Indian officers also applicable to the Anglo-Indian Officers? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, what is the date 
fixed, after which Anglo-Indian officers recruited would be governed bv the 
new leave rules? 

(c) What is the number of Indian officers who were in service before 
the date which may be mentioiied in reply to part (b) above? 

(d) What is ^ number oi Anglo-Indian officers who were in service 
before the date mentioned in reply to part (6) above and who are getting 
the benefit of the old leave rules as applicable to the European officers? 
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{fi) Ib it true that eyei;^ the European subordinates drawing over Be. 300 
per month and in certain cases drawing even. Ks. 160 per monih, m semee 
before the date mentioned in reply to part i(b) above, get the benefit oi 
these old leave rules as applicable to the European officers, and which are 
<lonied to the Indian officers? 

(/) Will Government state what action they propose to take for the 
removal of these racial discriminations? 

(g) Are Government prepared to advise the Bombay, Baroda and Central 
India Kailway company to bnng its leave rules for Indian Officers mto line 
With those in force on the State managed Railways? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (^a) They are applicable to all oiheerg of Asiatic 
<iom^cile. 

(b) All Anglo-Indian Officers of Indian Domicile apjiomted after the 
1st April 1929, come under the revjised leave rules 

(c) and (d) Information will be obtained and supplied to the Honour- 
able member on its receipt 

(ef) Yes 

(/) and (g) Attention is invited to the reply given by me to clause 
i^e) of the Honourable Member’s previous question 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru: May I ask the Honourable Member whe 
ther he is developing a st;yle of speaking which makes it impossible to 
follow him? 

Mr. A. A. L Parsons: 1 hope not 

Mr. President: Every one has bus own style 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru: I thought the Honourable Member was 
improving 

PC7ROHASB OF THB BUSINESS OF THE DjSLHX ElEOTRIO SUPPLY AND TeACTION 

Company hy the Delhi Municipality 

832, *Mr. B* Das: (a) With reference to Mr K C* Roy’s starred 
•questions Nos 678 and 574 regardmg the Delhi Electric Supply and 
Traction Company, on the 12th March, 1930, will Government be pleased 
to communicate to the House the reply thereto^ 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state when the Delhi Electric 
license of the present licensees will expire? 

(c) Have Government obtained the opinion of the local authorities, 
the Delhi Municipality, as to their intention to purchase the undertaking 
tor the Municipality? 

(d) Has the Delhi Municipahty asked Government for any loan towards 
the purchase erf Delhi Eleotnc Supply Co ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Katt MItra: (a) When a reply to Mr 
K C Roy's questions referred to is furnished to him, a copy thereof will 
be placed in the Council Lffirary for the infonnation of the House 

(h) and (o) The hcence will expire in 1947, and so far as Government 
are aware no proposal has been mfide by the Delha Municipality that they 
should buy the nghta of the Copapaiiy un^er the hcence, which hf^s been 
granted by the ^lief CommV^aiqner. 



QUl^TIONS AND AN8W1B8. 


PUBOBANB OF THX BdSINXSS OF THN BXDHl ElSOTBIO SuFFL? AND 

OOUPANT BT THB BxDBOC MiJNICIFAIJTY OB TIOB OOVXBNMXNT OF InDIA* 

833. *Hr. B. Das: (a) Will Qovemment be pleased to state the 
present capital value of the Delhi Electnc Supply and Traction Co Ltd ? 

(6) Have Govemtoient computed the figure that will be paid to the 
Company in cswe option of purchase is exercised either by the local 
authorities or by the Locsd Government — the Government of India? 

(c) Is it a fact that under the Indian Electricity Act the option of 
purchase evolves on the Government of India — in case local authorities 
are not in a position to do so'-' 

mie Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: The information asked 
for is beiing collected and will be supplied to the Honourable Member in 
due course. \ 


Rates charged foe Salt to Tradesmen of the Sambalfue District. 

834 *Mr, B. Das: (a) Have Government received a petition signed by 
the salt merchants in Onssa and addressed to the Salt Commissioner of 
Madras, of which a copy was forwarded to the Honourable the Fmance 
Member? 

(b) Is it a fact that salt monopolists at the Ganjam factories charge 
different prices for different districts? 

(o) Is it a fact that traders of Sambalpur Distnct are charged rates 
varying between seven to nine annas per maund, while traders at Cuttack 
pay much less? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Government rate for sale ex factory is four 
annas per maund? 

(e) Do Government propose to see that no unfair rates are charged by 
salt monopolists to tradesmen of the Sambalpur District? 

The HonouraMe Sir George Schiuter: Yes, the Government have re- 
ceived the petition and have already asked for reports on the subject 
When the replies are received I shall inform the Honourable Member of 
the result 

Pandit Nhakantha Daa: Is it not the duty of the offioials of the Salt 
Department to see that the pnce and supply of salt is controlled all over 
India? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The Government of India do not 
exerciee any control over the retail prices of salt 

Withholding in the Delhi Telegraph Office of a Telegram about the 

Sarda Act. 

83^. *Haulvi Sa3ryid ICurtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Will Government 
be pleased to state if it lis a fact that a'mds^age sent to the Press from 
^he ofhce of the Jamiatid Ulmaa-6-Hind regarding the 0arda Act and 
Mus^man'e attitude was wi^held by Telegraph of&cer of Delhi? 

(b) If 80 , what is the reason? 
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Mr. H. A. Sams: (ja) Yes, a message of the lOth March, 1980, waer 
withheld 

(h) The message was considered objectionable and its transmission 
vas withheld under rule 13 of the Indian Telegraph Rules, 1927 

Msulvi Mohanuxiad Shafee Daoodi: What were the grounds on which 
k was held objectnonable? 

Mr. H. A. Saint: I can only say that the telegram was held to be ob- 
3ctjonable That was the ground on which it was withheld 

Mr. K. 0. Boy: By the Telegraph Master or by the Local Govem- 
lent? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: By a responsible official of the Telegraph Depart- 
rent i 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Will the Honourable Member point out the 
bjectionable passages in the message? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: I have not memorised the message and even if I 
lad, I would not be prepared to say what were the objectionable passages 
f any gentleman wants to find out what it was about, he can ask the 
onder 

Mr. Abdul Latlf Sahib Parookhl: Were any similar messages with- 
eld? 


Mr. H. A. Sams: As far as I am aware, no, Sir, 

Maulvi Mohammad Shales Baoodi': Is the Honourable Member aware 
bat things like that are repeated, recently in another message sent by 
laulana Muhammad All on the same question? 

Mr. H. A. Same: I have no information 

Appointmtnt of Muslim Enoinbbes in the Delhi Public Wokks 

Dbpabtmbnt. 

836, ‘*'Mr. Abdul Latil Sahib Paitxddii: (a) Is it a fact that no Muslim 
[’emporary Engineer was appointed m the De’hi Public Works Department 
moe 1923? If not, why not? 

(6) With reference to the reply to question No 101 in the Council of 
Jtate on the 17th September, 1928, will Government be pleased to lay on 
he table a statement showing the names of the registered Muslim candi- 
lates for the post of Engineers in the Delhi Public Works Department? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) No 

(b) A statement was furnished to the Honourable Mr Suhrawardy with 
At Glow’s demi-officjial letter No E -87, dated the 24th October 1928 A 
opy of the statement is being sent to the Honourable Member separately 

Sapbouabdinq of Muslim Claims in thb Delhi Public Wobks 
Dbpabtmbnt. 

837. *Mr. Abdul Xiatit Sahib ParocAlbl: ^WiU Qovermnent be pleased to 

itate what action has been taken to safegu^urd the Muslim claims in oom« 
sJiance with Lord Beading's declaration pybliahed in the 8tate$man ot 
he let January, 1925, and to prevent class monopoly in the Delhi Publie 
SVorks Department? « 
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Th% HoBonrElile Sir Bhttp«iidr& Batli Mitra: Instruotioos have been 
issued to the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, Delhi, to ensuro 
the adequate representation of minority communities (includmg Muslims) 
m the clerical and subordinate technical establishments under his control 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
The Connaught Place Booking Office, New Delhi 

316. Pandit Kilakantha Baa: (a) Is it a fact that the New Delhi 
Connaught Place Booking Office was opened for goods traffic about 12. 
months ago? 

(h) Is it a fact that m the last week of October 1929, the Railway^ 
authorities at Lahore Junction refused to accept goods for that booking 
office, on the plea that they were not aware of the booking office? 

** (c) Is it a fact that the matter was reported by the consignee to the 
Divisional Superintendent, North Western Railway, Delhi who forwarded 
It to the authonties at Lahore tuJc his letter No 4118-CD/29, dated the 
9th December, 1929? 

(d) Is it also a fact that the consignee has sent half a doyen reminders 
to the Railway authorities at Lahore during the last three months but haa 
heard nothing in reply? 

(e) What action do Government propose to take in the matter to avoid* 
repetation of such action on the part of Railway officials? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Yes 

(6), (c), (d) and (e) I am obtaining a report and will commumcate 
With the Honourable Member m due course 

Indebtedness of Goveknment Sbbvants 

316 Pandit Nila k ant ha Das: (a) Is it a fact that, under rule 16 of the 
Government Servants Conduct Rules, Government servants habitually in 
debt should be dismissed from service? 

(b) Is it a fact that action under this rule is not taken against th© 
employees of the Government of India Secretariat and Attached Office©^ 
who are reported to the heads of their offices to be in debt? 

(c) Is it a fact that, instead of taking disciphnary action, the officers 
of the Indian Stores Department started a private fund for liquidating the 
debts of thousands of rupees against a clerk and closed the fund only whexL 
it was found that mstead of reducing, his debts ^sere further mcreasing? 

(d) How many victims of the extravag-ance of the clerk have during the 
last two years verbally or in wntmg reported to the officers of Indian 
Stores Department regarding their outstanding claims? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Win: (a) When a Government 
servant has been adjudged or declared insolvent, or when a moiety of his 
•alary is constantly being attached, has been ocmtinuously under attach- 
ment for a p^od exceeding two years, or is attached for a sum which, im 
oiroumstanoes. cannot be repaid within a period of two years, 
be will be considered liable to dismissal upder rule 16 
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(6) I invite the Honourable Member’s attention to the reply given to 
Mr. Siddheshwar Prasad Sinha’s starred question No 873 on the 26tb 
September, 1929 

(c) No The question of the indebtedness of the clerk referred to was 
taken into consideration immediately it assumed serious proportions and 
the matter has not yet been closed 

I’he clerk was informed by the Chief Controller of Stores, on the 20th 
January, 1930, that imless he succeeded within three months in freemg 
himself from debt or at least in reducing his liabilities to an extent which 
would permit of their being entirely liquidated in a reasonable penod, 
a recommendation would be made to the Government of India for the 
termination of his appointment, under rule 16 of the Government Ser- 
vants’ Conduct Rules 

Nc fund was started by the officers of the Indian Stores Department, 
for the purpose of liquidating the clerk s debts One-half of his pay was 
attached monthly under the orders of the courts for the purpose As 
these deductions and also the deductions from his pay to meet Govern- 
ment dues on account of house rent, etc . left him a small sum monthly 
which was totally inadequate for the maintenance of himself, his wife 
and four children, some members of the staff contributed, as a purely pn- 
vate arrangement, a small sum monthly for a short penod to help him 
and his family to eke out a bare existence As, however, it was found 
that he continued to incur liabilities, this voluntary assistance was with- 
Idravv n 

(d) Pour 


Indebtedness of Government Servants. 

317. Pandit NUakantha Das: (la) Is it a fact that a Supenntendent m 
the Wireless Branch of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs and 
also a clerk m the Library of the Railway Boaid are m debt? 

{b) If the replies to the above be in the affirmative, will the Government 
be pleased to state whether any action under the Government Servants’ 
Conduct Rules has been taken against the clerks referred to^ If not why 
not? 

(c) Do Government propose to draw the attention of the heads of the 
vanouB Departments of the Government of India to the provisions of the 
Government Servants’ Conduct Rules regarding the action that should be 
taken against those m debt iiTespective of their position or nationality? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Hitra: (a) Yes 

(h) The Superintendent referred to in part (a) has since liquidated 
practically the uhole of his debta.^ The case of the Librarian of the Rail- 
way Board’s office docs not come dp^er rule 16 of the Government Ser- 
vants Conduct Rules and no aot^h has therefore been takon against 
hum. 

(o) I invite the Honouiable Member’s attention to the reply given to 
part (6) of hi8 previous question 
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Posts rar thb OovHBinfXNT ot Ikdia Pbbss, Sihla. 

318 . Mr. Mukhtar Singh: (a) With reference to the answers to my un« 
-starred questions Nos 261 to 263 and 274, on the 26th September, 1029, 
regarding the Government of India Press, Simla, will Ghiveminent be 
pleased to state whether they propose to take any action in the matter of 
the practice m vogue m the Simla Press in giving high responsible posts to 
persons of mfenor education both technical and literary? 

(b) Is it a fact that a few learners were sent to England to pick up the 
work of an Assistant Manager? 

(c) If the answer to {b) is m the affirmative, will Government please state 
whether they have come back ? If so, where have they been posted and m 
what capacity? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) I have nothing to add 

to the reply given by me to the Honourable Member to his unstarred 
■questions Nos 261 to 263 and 274 on the 26th September, 1929 

(b) Yes, a few scholars have been sent to England for training in the 
art. of printing and allied trades 

(o) One scholar has returned and has been posted as an overseer in 
the Calcutta Press 

Educationai. Qualifications of the Assistant Manager of the Goverw 
MENT OP India Press, Simla. 

319. Mr. Mukhtar Singh: (a) Will Government be pleased to state the 
educational qualifications of one Mr Jawahar Khan, \88)stant Manager of 
the Government of India Press, Simla? 

(b) Is it a fact that the office records clearly show that he commits 
grammatical mistakes, as “why did you went’', “why did you done” 
and “send to time”, which are not expected from a person of ordinary 
education ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is m the affirmative, have Government considered 
the question of the desirability of removing this gentleman from this 
responsible post and of appointing one of those gentlemen who were 
specially sent to England for training in this line? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath MVtra; I propose to deal with 

questions Nos 319, 320 and 321 together The Controller of Pnnting 
and Stationery is responsible to Government generally for the efficient 
administration of the Government of India Press and Government do not 
propose to call for infonnation regarding these administrative detailf, 
which are matters for his discretion 

Personal Records of the Officiating Assistant Manager of the Gov- 
ernment OF India Press, Simla. 

+320 Mr. Mnkhtar Singh: (a) Is it a fact that the personal record of 
Mr Jawahar Khan, officiating Assistant Manager of the Government of 
India Press, Simla, is not good fiind that he was fined Es 6 some timo ago? 

’ (b) Is it a fact that he was badly reported upon by Mr Aylmer, and also 

'by the OontroUer who too wrote against ^his work? 


tFoT answftr to thi» queBtion, ««e to otiBiarrod qUMtion Ko 319 
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(o) Are Government aware that his treatment towards his subordinates i® 
anything but satisfactory, and that very often he uses bad language to 
th<im? 

(d) Is it a fact that some compositors made a representation to the late 
Manager regarding their legitimate grievances and that, instead of taking 
any notice of these, departmental action was taken against these people? 

(e) If answers to (a), (b), (c) and (d) are in the affirmative, have Govern- 
ment considered the question of the desirability of removing Mr Jawahar 
Khan from his present post? 


Promotions in tub Qovkrnmbnt of India Press, Simla 

1821 Kr« Mukhtar Singh: (a) Is it a fact that one B Niaz Mohammad, 
a receipt clerk without experience of the composing work, was promoted 
to the post of a time-checker? If so, was this gentleman related lo Mr 
Jawahar Khan? 

(b) If so, will Government please state what action they propose to take 
in the matter? 

(c) Is it a fact that consequent on the amalgamation of both the Govern 
ment Presses, one B Mushtaq Ahmed, a junior compositor, was served with 
a notice of being retrenched and of being offered a post of a lino operator? 

(d) Is it a fact that, after having worked for a few months on the lino 
machine, he was promoted as an officiating section holder, although in 
1926 Mr Aylmer found the Lino Section in a hopeless state and consequently 
reverted him to his former post with the remarks that he should never iQ 
future be promoted to the post of a section-holder? 

(e) If the answer to part (d) is in the affirmative, will Government please 
state why this gentleman has again been offered a chance soon after the 
transfer of Mr Aylmer? 

Hours in Government of India Presses 

322. Mr. Mukhtar Singh: Is it a fact that the tiffin time from 1-80 ta 
2 pm, given to the employees in the Government of India Presses, is not 
included in the office time and that the men are made to stay half an houi{ 
longer? If so, have Government considered the undesirabihty of the 
existing prewjtice and what steps do Government propose to take in order 
to redress this gnevsnce? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mltra: I presume that the Hon- 
ourable Member refers to the cleiical staff The normal hours of work 
are from 10 a.m. to 6 P.M. and no clerk is required to remain half an hour 
longer in office by reason of jfche fact that he avails himself of a lunch 
interval of half an hour The Tatter part of the question does not anse 

Hourks in the Government of India Press, Simla. 

323. Mtr. Mukhtar Singh: (a) Is it a fact that the employees of the 
Government of India Press, Simla, are compelled to stay overtime? If so, 
under what rules are they compuhonly booked for overtime? 

(b) Is it a fact that a request was made through the Works Committee' 
to reduce the time of the Government of India Press, Simla, specially m 
the winter months? If so, what action did Government take in the matter? 


tFor answer to this qneation, «ee answer to question No 310. 
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TlM HonooraMt Sir Bhupendn Hatb Xltra: (a) Except in eaees of 
fiiekness cmd emergent pnvate affairs, the employees o! the Press are 
expected to work overtime when required This liability is part of the 
ordinary conditions of their service 

(6) The Government of India have no record of any such request made 
through the Works Committee of the Press The latter part of the ques- 
tion does not anse 

Salaeibs Of* Compositors in Government of India Pressbs. 

324. Mr. Mukhtar Singh : Is it a fact that the average salary of a com- 
positor in the Government of India Presses is far below the amount which 
they drew under the old piece system? Did the men draw the attention 
of the Government of India to this fact, and did they ask for a time-scale 
of pay? If so, what action do Government propose to take in the matter? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Hitra: The Honourable Member 
apparently refers to certain piece work compositors m the old Government 
Central Branch Press at Simla who were, with their consent, placed on 
fixed rates of pay when that Press was amalgamated with the Monotype 
Press to form the present Government of India Press at Simla The men 
earned higher wages as piece work compositors, but as there was no provi- 
sion for piece work composition in the reorganized Press, they agreed to 
be employed on fixed rates of pay correspondmg to those fixed for salaried 
compositors in the old Monotype Press A petition from these men asking 
ior the substitution of time scales of pay for their present fixed graded 
scales of pay was received by the Government of India in 1925 and reject- 
ed after careful consideration 

Provident Fund for Government of India Presses. 

325 Mr. Mukhtar Singh: Is it a fact that a question was asked m the 
Legislative Assembly about the Provident Fund for the Government of 
India Presses and the Government replied that the rules were being con- 
sidered by the Secretary of State for India? If so, how does the position 
stand now and when are the new rules to be promulgated? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: Yes The attention of 
the Honourable Member is invited to the reply given by me in the Legis- 
lative Assembly on the 2l8t March, 1930, to Mr S. C Mitra 's starred 
question No 720 

Quarters fob Employees of the Government of India Press, 

Simla 

326. Mr. Mukhtar Singh: (a) Is it a fact that the Government Preae 
employees at Simla were promised by the late Board of Industries that 
they would be provided with quarters near the Press and that to' carry out 
ibis a site was selected near the Forest Nursery in Tuiikandi? Is it a fact 
that this proposal was subsequently dropped and that the old Monotype 
Press was enlarged but that no quarters have bem built near i^ress? 
yli<e Government aware that the limited number of quarters on the gzoui^ 
‘door of the Babu Barracks on the Cart Boad is quite insuflMent and too 
far away from the Press? 
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(b) Is , it also a fact that the quarters at Dhar known as the * 'quarters^ 
for the Press employees ’ ’ which were vacated by the Foreign and Pohtioal 
Department Press were offered to the Government Press at a high 
rate of rent ? Are Government aware that this rate was too much to meet 
the pockets of the poorly paid men of the Press? 

The Honouiable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) The reply is in the 
affirmative except that the quarters allotted in the Indian Clerks’ Barracks 
to the Press employees are not at a great distance from the Press 

(h) The Dhar quarters were offered to the Press employees on rents 
based on the cost of building and repairs, but the offer was rejected by 
the men concerned as they considered that the rents w'ere too high 

Provision of a Railway Station at the Headquarters of the 
District of Fartdpur 

327. Mr, K. 0. Neogy: (a) What action has been taken in the direction 
of providing a permanent railway station at the headquarters of the Distnct 
of Faridpur in Eastern Bengal, together with necessary amenities, such 
as suitable platforms and waiting rooms, etc? 

(b) Have responsible railway officials consulted public opinion at 
Faridpur m regard to the location of the station and other connected 
matters ? 

(c) Have the District Board, the Municipality, the People’s Association 
and the Merchants’ Association at Faridpur been formally consulted on the 
subject? If not, why not? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a), (b) and (c) Government have no informa- 
tion, but a copy of the Honourable Member’s question will be forwarded 
to the Agent 


Murder of a Postal Mail Runner 

828 Mr. K. 0. Neogy: (a) Are Government aware that a few months 
ago, a postal mail runner was brutally murdered and a considerable amount 
of money looted m a place called Kamarhatty, only about three milofc from 
Calcutta? 

(b) If so, what special action has been taken since to ensure the safety 
of mail runners m localities where such murders or robbenes have taken 
place ? 

Mr, H. A. Sams: (q) Yes The official was a Cash Overseer 

(h) Arrangements for the conveyance of cash bv officials travelling in 
motor vans are under consideration In the meantime police escorts have 
been provided as a temporary measure for the cash overseers who have 
to woric in the mill areas 

ReduotIon* of Intermediatb Class Pams of the Eastern Bengal 
AND Assam BEmAL Railways 

329. Hr. K. 0. Neogy: (a) With ePepi from which date or dates dkl the 
Eastern Bengal and Assam Bengal Railways, respectively, carry out the^ 
reduction in intermediate olaes passenger fares in 19!29? 
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(h) Is it a fact that m through bookings dbrom the Assam Bengal Bail* 
way and steamer service stations, the reduction m the Eastern Bengal 
intermediate class fares was not taken account of for about a month? If 
so, why? 

(c) If the answer to the first part of part (b) is in the affirmative, will 
Government be pleased to state the total extra amount that was collected 
b\ such excess charge? 

(d) Was any application for refund of such excess charge made by any 
uassenger? If so, with what result? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Inter class passenger fares over the Eastern 
Bengal and Assam Bengal Baih\ays were not reduced m 1929 

(b), (c) and (d) Do not arise. 


SHOKT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Collision between the Police and Public at Rangoon. 

Mr Jehangir E. Munshi: (a) Will Government be pleased to call 
for full detailed information from the Government of Burma with regard 
to the clash between the Police and a section of the public at Rangoon on 
the 19th of March and the riots which are alleged to have taken place at 
Rangoon in connection wqtli Mr J M Sen Gupta's trial? 

(6) Will Government communicate to this House full information in 
connection with the matters hpeeihed in the last question? 

(c) Are Government prepared to issue instructions to the Government 
cf Burma to impress on the police the necessity of non-interference with 
crowds and restrained behaviour on such occasions? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) and (b) The report of the 
Local Government states that a group of persons persisted in parading up 
and down the street m front of the Distnct Magistrate's Court House 
Thej were directed on to the pavement by the police, who were keeping 
the road clear for traffic, but refused to obey One of their number was 
then arrested The crowd thereupon began throwing stones at the pohee, 
who cleared the street and the compound opposite the Court, where crowd 
had collected About an hour later, the crowd began to re assemble and 
were again dispersed Three members of the crowd W’ere arrested, of 
whom one is being prosecuted under sections 147 and 150, Indian Penal 
Code The latest information shows that 43 persons, inoludiixg 9 police, 
attended hospital for injuries. Mr 8 A 8 I^abji, who attempt to 
check the stone throwing, was unfortunately struck bv a bnck No fire- 
arms were used and no troops were employed or requisitioned A force of 
126 military police were sent for as a precaution and arrived after order was 
restored Fifty military police were also present to assist in preventing 
tbe crqwd collecting agsu'n during the subsequent hearing of the case. No 
disturbance is report^. 

(e) I do not consider that any instructions are necessary 



2324 


ZOEOIBZ^TTVX AS0BMBLY 


[24th Mae« 1^ 


lUidvi 8ay3ri4 MortiiM fla&Bb BalMUIlir : Has the attentiosi ot iihe 0 
«Srnment been drawn to the statement roiie by Mr S Tyabji and ot 
■gentlemen regarding these disturbances, which has appeared in 
Hindustan Times? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: I sa^ a statement m the Pi 
ascribing Mr Tyabji’s injury to some other cause, but my mformatioo 
that he was hit by a bnck thrown by one of the cjowd 

Mr. Jahangir K. Munshl: As the statement read out by the Honours 
the Home Member is hopelessly inadequate, with your permission, Sir 
shall endeavour to elicit further information by a series of supplement 
•questions 

Are Government aware that the trouble started by reason of Europe 
police sergeants trving to snatch away the national flag from members 
the crowd? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar; 1 have no information to tl 
effect 

Mr, Jehangir K. Munshf: Will Government issue instructions to i 
Government of Burma that no attempt should be made by their ofticii 
to interfere with or to snatch away the national flag or any other fla 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I cannot undertake to issue a 
instructions to the Government of Bmma which would restrict such acti 
as they think necessary in face of danger or disturbance to peace 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Will Government tell the House wheth 
they are prepared to interfere with the carrying of the national flag by 
non-violent crowd? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I do not think that question aris 
out of the Honourable Member’s onginal question. 

Mr. Jehangir K, Munahi: Would the Government of India approve 
any of the Local Governments, through their police authorities, trying 
snatch away the national flag? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: This is entirely a hypothetical que 
tion 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshl: If no violence is created and if there is r 
danger to law and order, would Government approve the snatching awa 
of the national flag? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: That is an even more hypotheticf 
jquestion 

Mr. Jehangir K, Munahi: Are Government aware that Mr Tyabji wa 
deliberately assaulted by two European sergeants? 

The Honourable Sir Jamqe Orerar: No, Sir I have no information t 
that effect 

8k Hugh Oocke: Are Government taking any steps to aeoertidn th^ 
^person or persons responsible for the rumomr that unitary troops wer^ 
used or brought to the scene to fire on the mob, and will Government ta2c< 
steps to institute prosecutions against such person or persons if it o<mn 
dere neoessaiyf ^ < 
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'flte HtMioiurable Sir James Orerar: I &m not aware who is responsible 
for this rumour Perhaps the Honourable Member from Burma, who in- 
ch dod that point m his question, may be in a position to reply 

Mr. Jahangir K. Hunshi: Sir, there are two inaccuracies, first by my 
Hcnourable friend, Sir Hugh Cocke, and second by the Honourable the 
Horne Meinbei, which J wish to correct The only report which ^yas 
a\oilable to me when I gave notice of these short notice questions and 
when I ga\e notice of my Motion for Adjournment was the Associated 
Press report which said that troops were called out and used m connection 
with this disturbance, no suggestion has been made either by the Asso- 
ciated Press or by me that the troops fired on the mob But may 1 ask the 
Government of India whether they are aw^are that the Gurkhas and the 
Lancers were actually called out and posted at different points outside and 
near the District Magistrate’s Court? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar* No, Sir No troops were either 
employed or requisitioned, or asked to stand by No orders were given re- 
garding the movement or disposition of troops 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munsh*^; Has the Honourable Member satisfied him- 
self whethei or not the Gurkhas w^ere posted at different points on the 
19th of March? 

The Honourable Sir Janies Orerar: No troops of any kind were employed 
for any purpose m connection with the disturbance 

Mr. W. S. Lamb: Is it not a fact that military police are employed 
up and dowm the country in the province on ordinary police duties and 
the^ were doing such duties on this occasion also? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: On this occasion, they were merely 
called as a precaution They W'^ere not employed in the dispersal of the 
crowd 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Has the attention of the Government of 
India been drawn to the news published in the Hindustan Txmss yester- 
day that U Ba Pe, M L C , the Leader of the Opposition in the Burma 
Legislative Council, has addressed complaints to the Commissioner of 
Police, Eangoon, and the Home Member of the Government of Burma, 
that a number of European sergeants and Indian policemen rushed into 
the premises of the Sun Press and attacked the Burmese and Indian 
employees and did dams^e to property? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I have not seen the article referred 
bo 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Will Government call for a report from the 
Government of Burma in connection with U Ba Pe’s complamt and lay 
tt before the House? 

Tha Honourable Sir James Orerar: If as I understand, the communica- 
tion was made to the local authorities, I see no necessity for taking the 
course suggested bv the Honourable Member 

Mr. Jehangir K. Mun^i; Am I to understand that the Government 
of India ireffuse to verify the statement made by U Ba Pe, the Leader 
of the Opp6siti<wi in the Burma Legislative Council and refuse either to 
Ehdmit or to ©ohtradict it? 
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The Honourable Sir James Cfrerar: 1 think that is really a matter to 
be taken up in the Burma Legislative Council 

Mr. President: Is the Burma Legislative Council sitting^ 

Mr. A. H. Ghosnavi: No, Sir 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Are Government aware that several Euro- 
pean sergeants and Indian policemen rushed into the Sangu Valley tea. 
shop and indiscriminately assaulted a number of persons there unconnect- 
ed with the crowd, and caused considerable damage to property? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerai: No. 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: May I ask the Honourable Member if he is 
prepared to institute an inquiry mto the allegations now being made in 
regard to this matter? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: A case is already pending in the 
court, and I hope Honourable Members will not osk me questions which 
might prejudice the issues now under trial 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: May I ask the Honourable Member whether the 
nlfcgations now made by Mr Munshi on the floor of this House, to which 
the attention of the Honourable Member has been drawn, are matters 
pending before anv court, whether the charges are that certain assaults 
were committed on certain citizens in Eangoon, and whether the Hon- 
ourable Member is prepared to make an mquir> into these allegations or 
not? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: That is a matter for the Local Gov- 
ernment 

Diwan Ohaman Lall : May I ask the Honourable Member whether it is^ 
not a matter of law and order, for which he ultimately is responsible and 
the Government of India are ultimately responsible 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: The Local Government are prim a - 
rJv responsible 

Diwan Ohaman Lall* Is the Honourable Member ultimately responsi- 
ble or not? 

Mr. Oaya Prasad S^Agh: No 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: May I ask for a reply on this question? Whe- 
ther the Honourable Member-m-charge of law and order and the Gov- 
errment of India are ultimately responsible m this matter or not? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar; The Government of India are cer- 
tftiulv responsible for the general policy, but not for the actual incidents of 
a particular executive action taken in emergent cases which are matters 
for the local authorities 

Diwan Ohaman Lall; May I ask if a wrong had been done in regard to 
this matter and certain citizens of Kangoon had complained that a wrong 
had been done, whether the responsibility for finding out whether the alle^ 
gations are correct or not rests upon the Government of India or notf 
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Hie Honourable Sir Jamea Orerar: To any person aggrieved the courts 
are open^ 

Hiwan Obaman LaU: May I ask whether the Honourable Member has 
given this as his considered reply when very serious allegations are made 
against his officials? 

(No answer was given ) 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munabi: Are Government aware that the police m- 
dulged in mdiscnmmate acts of hooliganism, entered private premises and 
assaulted people m different parts of Rangoon, apart from the scene of 
disturbance ? 

Tbe Honourable Sir Jamea Orerar: My mformatxon is to the totally con- 
trary effect 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Collision BETWEEN the Police and Public at Rangoon. 

Mr. President: Order, order I think we must now come to Mr 
Munshi’s notice of motion for adjournment Some of the matters pro- 
posed to be discussed by that motion are m my opinion more or less aub 
judtce, but I was doubtful whether, if troops weie called out or used, I 
should not admit the motion But now that it has been made quite clear 
by the Leader of the House that the troops were neither requisitioned nor 
used, 

Mr. Jebanglr K. Munshi (Burma Non-European) Nor posted 

Mr. President: Therefore I am not satisfied that any case has been made 
out for a motion for adjournment I must therefore, rule the motion out 
of order 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: In this connection, will you permit me, Sir, 
to refer to the further notice which I gave this morning, amending the 
onginal text of niy motion for adjournment‘s 

Mr. President: Order, order The Honourable Member wishes to 
amend his original motion for adjournment That motion has already 
been disposed of In any case I am not prepared to permit notices of 
motions for adjournment to be amended from day to day as new situations 
arise (Hear, hear ) 

Mr Jehangir K. Munshi: Sir, mav I request you to treat this as a 
special case in consideration of the fact that the representatives of Burma 
in this House are at a serious disadvantage bv reason of difficulties in’ the 
matter of communications with Burma’ 

Mr. President: I am sorry 


THE INDIAN FINANCE BILL 

The HcMionrable Sir Gtoorge Schuster (Fmance Member) Sir, I beg to 
move that the Finance Bill, 1930-81, as amended, be passed 

0 2 
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Mr, President: The question is 

“That the Finance Bill, 1930-31, as amended, be passed ” 

(Several Honourable Members rose in their places and said, 

Want to speak’ and ‘ We want to oppose it”) 

Mr. President (to Mr IVI K Acharya)* Did not the Honourable 
Member speak at the consideration stage? 

Mr, M. K. Acharya (South Arcot cum Chmgleput Non-Muhammadan 
Kurul) I think we can oppose each motion as it comes up 

Mr, Prefident: But had the Honourable Member an opportunity to 
apeak at the consideration staged 

Mr. M. K. Acliarya: I do not remember, Sir 1 am not sure 

Sardar E^artar Singh (East Punjab Sikh) Sir, I oppose the motion 
foi the parsing of tlie Bill I would be failing m m}^ duty if I were not 
to raise mv voice in protest against this Bill Sir the Honourable the 
Finance Member has pleaded inability to balmce the Budget without 
having resort to further taxation Now, Sir, I would be the last person 
to agree to any further taxation on the poor masses of India unless it was 
absolutely necessary, and 1 do not see any necessity for this taxation My 
humble submission is that Government have failed to retrench their 
expenditure and they have been rightly accused by some Honourable 
Members of this House of financial profligacy Sir, this Government are 
iri'untajning a huge army not for the sake of the defence of India but for 
Imperial purposes It is a mere army of occupation and not necessary for 
the needs of India but for the benefit of the British Empire It is over- 
officered, as 18 clear from the admission of the late Comniander-in-Chief, 
Tiord Rawlmson According to his admission, the services of two thousand 
British officers can be dispensed with and the remaining officers are quite 
sufficient for the needs of the Indian Army These extra officers are paid 
from the Indian treasury This money is paid m older to provide employ- 
ment for the youths of military families in Great Britain We have not 
been able so far to induce Gx)vermnent to Indianise the Army Nothing 
has been done to give employment to the young men of India Indians 
cannot have any career m the Army All the doors of entry into militaiy 
services are closed The recommendations of the Sandhurst Committee 
are thrown into the waste-paper basket No steps have been taken to 
i educe the expenditure either Sir, our chief difficulty is that the angle of 
vision of the Government Benches is quite different from that of the elected 
iMembers They are not responsible to us but to their masters, the 
British people Thev are here not for the good of the people of India, in 
spite of their professions to the contrary, but to exploit India They have 
thus faithfully discharged their duty and have succeeded in exploiting India 
to Its utmost Sir, we are henvilv taxed in order to maintain a huge army 
We are taxed to pay fat salaries to superior British officers We are taxed 
to feed the British manufacturer, and we are taxed to give employment 
to the British labourer Sir, India was a golden sparrow which used to 
lay golden eggs every day for Government But Government, instead of 
well nourishing this sparrow, have neglected it, and have famished and 
niulorfed it, with the lesult that it is on the verge of being starved to 
death and will refuse to lay golden eggs for the British people Sir, we 
aie so heavily taxed that, after payment of the taxes, nothing is left witli 
the people This Government are a big money-making machme They 
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know how to get monej They have already taxed the people to their 
utmost capacity, and after the payment of the taxes, practically nothing 
is left with the people Let us see if anything is left with the people after 
pajTnent of taxes to Government I venture to say that the major portion 
of the income of the impoverished masses goes into the Government 
treasur} The system of taxation is so rigid that nothing is left with the 
people at all Land revenue, ^ater rates, district board rates and cesses, 
income-tax, super-tax, profession tax, octroi tax, excise tax, opium tax, 
import and export tax, salt tax, registration fees, court fees and stamp 
duties and death duties are some of the various taxes that are levied fiom 
the people in addition to other indirect taxes 

Now, Sir, there are 320 million people residing in India whose main 
occupation is agriculture Half the net income of the zemindars is taken 
away by Government m the shape of land revenue, that is, out of every' 
rupee, eight annas are taken as land revenue Out of the remaining half, 
two annas are again taken from him as district board cess In addition 
to that the rich people out of them who follow some other occupations also 
are liable to pay mcome-tax and super-tax The village artisans are 
made to pay profession or Hasiat tax, and out of the balance the major 
portion again goes to Government m the shape of excise tax This Govern- 
ment does not believe in the policy of prohibition It is not concerned in 
the least whether the morals of Indians who are addicted to the vice of 
taking liquor are going down, but its only concern is to get money out of 
them The use ot opium, bhang, chanis, etc , is allowed in order to make 
money As a matter of fact the opium eaters, bhangis, and the persons 
addicted to the vice of drinking are the chief sources of this Government’s 
revenue This Government does not care how it gets money so long as it 
does get the money Then the people have to pay import and export duties 
as the farmers are the consumers of most of tne ai tides imported from 
abrqad Whatever is still left is taken m the shape of salt tax, Sir, have you 
ever seen any king charging a fee for doing justice? But here in this 
countiy no claim can be entertained unless a lequisite court fee is paid 
If the full court fee is not paid, the plaint will at once be rejected and 
returned, and unless the deficiency m court fees is made good, it wull not 
be taken into consideration at all In addition to this, the plaintiff will 
have to pay the process fee in order to issue summons to the defendant. 
If the parties have to engage a counsel to prosecute or defend their case, 
the courts will not recognise him unless the vakalatnama bears a court fee 
of one rupee If any suit for the recovery of a debt goes up to the High 
Court, at least 50 per cent of the claim is swallowed up in the court fees. 
Then there are stamp laws Nobody can enter into any transaction unless 
he were to pay a fixed share to the State m the shape of stamp duties 
If you have to borrow money from some one vou will have to write the 
bond on a stamped paper The burden of this duty again falls on the 
poor borrower Hundis, promissory notes, bills of exchange must all bear 
requisite stamp, otherwise thev will not be recognised If any one wants 
to sell or mortgage his land or his house, he must pay to the State a duty 
in the shape of stamp duty and registration fee In 

urban areas the registration fee is 3 per cent of the sale 
price and if the same house changes hands 88 times the whole price goes 
to the State In addition to all this, we have to pay^ death duties in the 
shape of mutation fees and successfon certificates The burden of taxation 
is al^ady very heavy We were expecting to get some relief and we are 
shocked to hear the proposal Cf further taxation to the extent of 6 crores 
of rupees 
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[Sardar Kartar Singh ] 

Sir, the nation as a whole has become poorer The average income of 
an Indian is less than two annas a day, and is going down every 
12 Noon They cannot have two meals a day The majority of them 

have to content themselves with one meal a day The impovenshed 

millions of India are crying for bread, but the Government give them a 

stone instead Instead of bettenng their condition and making them happy, 
the Government have come forward with a demand for further taxation 
Now, Sir, would this taxation improve their lot in any way or would it im- 
povensh them still more? Would it not deprive them of the scanty food? 
Would they have not to cut down their meals to pay this enhanced taxa- 
tion? Sir, every one is sulffering from general depression The sugar in- 

dustry has practically died out The Government did nothing to develop 
this industry nor did they give it any timely help The cotton and wheat 
growing industries an' in constant danger of being wuped out of existence 
The Punjab, United Provinces and Bombay Governments have now begun 
to realise that their canals will not pay until the sugar industry is revived 
and wheat and cotton growing industries are helped The prices of wheat 
and cotton having gone down, the Government cannot find a purchaser to 
dispose of the crown waste lands Illiteracy and ignorance are prevailing 
among the people In spite of successive failures of harvests, coupled 
with a considerable fall in the prices, the poor peasants have not been 
granted any relief, no remission in land revenue has taken place, no other 
taxes have been remitted On the other hand, they are being taxed heavily 
There is no tax which does not ultimately fall upon the poor peasant Go 
to the villages and find out for yourself what their condition is You will 
find them living in miserable huts and suffering from chronic poverty Sir, 
the constant dram of money from this country is telling upon the people 
Every year, about 300 crores of rupees are drained aw'ay from India Who 
can bear this drain? Exploitation has been so successfully carried out that 
the poor peasant is bled white This Government who have always been 
eulogising the peasantry class have not moved their httle finger to improve 
his lot 

Sir, we are talking of industnal development of India Are we going to 
build our industries at the expense of the impoverished millions of India? 
Have you developed the agncultural mdustry? Unless you develop that, 
unless you better the condition of the poor classes, unless }Ou improve 
their income and unless you raise their purchasing power, you cannot 
develop any other kind of industry Who would purchase >our goods or 
the cotton piece-goods of Bombay mills, unless the people have money to 
do so? 

Instead of exporting sugar, we are now importing sugar, and instead of 
exporting wheat, which we always used to do, we are importing wheat 
Now, what have the Government of India been doing all this time? They 
have been sleeping, unmindful of their duty to keep a vigilant eye Sir, 
w^e are not organised and so we have not been able to rouse them from 
slumber Unless the condition of the tax-payers is bettered, they will not 
be able to bear the burden of further taxation and it will be the last straw 
that breaks the camel 's back They would re^se to pay the taxes, l^eauee 
they would have no means to pay The civil disobe^enoe campaign will 
receive greater strength on account of this short-sighted policy of the Gov- 
ernment 
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In the end, I would like to submit that the Government should csease 
to exploit India any further They should reduce expenditure and thus give 
the tax-payer a little relief from his burden This policy of increased ex- 
penditure and increased taxation is leading them as well as India to rum 
But intoxicated with power, they do not open their eyes and see Nor io 
they realise the consequences Why is Mahatma Gandhi’s no-tax campaign 
gaming strength every day? The Government’s policy of taxation and 
exploitation is chiefly responsible for this Even if the Government wanted 
to raise any further tax, they could have chosen a less objectionable subject. 
Why do you not put a heavy import duty on artificial ghee and realise more 
revenue and at the same time save the public from the injurious effects .)f 
this bleached oil? Sir, the Government do not take action in time They 
only take action when they require money A Resolution was passed m 
the Council of State that the import of this artificial ghee should be 
stopped Speeches are made m this House that this ghee is competing 
with our indigenous ghee and that this artificial ghee is no ghee at all We 
asked that this import should be stopped and if Government does not want 
to stop that, at least let it put a duty of Rs 40 a maund By thisi way thev 
can make 4 crores of rupees, and they need not tax piece-goods, they need 
not tax sugar and other things which are required by all poor people If 
further taxation is to be resorted to and if more money is required, let the 
Government select some other subject which would be less objectionable 
Let the Government consult some of the Honourable Members of this 
House, and they will be able to tell the Government which commodities 
ought to be taxed I submit, Sir, that they have selected cotton piece- 
goods, because they wanted to win over the millowners They know that 
the millowners are a gieat pow’ei in this country They know that they 
are organised and they have succeeded m winning them over They thought 
that thej would be able to carry this Bill in this House and succeed in 
taxing the people to the extent of 6 crores of rupees 
I submit that this policy of theirs is quite short-sighted 
Neither the millowners nor the Government will succeed in exploiting the 
people unless the condition of the masses is improved, and no protection of 
mill industry can evei succeed Government never wanted to protect the 
mill industry, but they simply wanted to raise their revenue and they have 
played this trick in order to win over thiese millowners Therefore, I 
would submit that we are already overtaxed and we will never agree to 
pay this further taxation We know that the Government can retrench if 
they want But the will is not there They do not want to retrench, and 
they have to carry out the demands of their superior masters, the British 
people, who would not like the Government to retrench They would not 
like them to curtail the Army expenditure They would not like them to 
disband the British officers and they would not like them to Indianise 

Sir, only today the question of my fnend, Mr Mukhtar Singh, has 
been answered and what we find is that’, upto this time, only 78 Indian 
cadets have been given the King's commission Is this the rate at which 
you are going to Indianise? Is this the way m which you take away the 
money of this country and don't leave anvthing here? You don't take into 
consideration the fact that the people iiave become poor^ and poorer; 
you don't take the hint from the speeches of Honourable Members. Why 
lon’t you try to better the lot of the poor? Why don't you try to increase 
their purchasing power so that they may be able to encourage the mill 
industry?^ With theoe remarks, Sir, I wduld strongly oppose tie passing 
of this Bill because it is highly detrimeiltal to the best interests of India. 
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Mr. K. O. Roy (Bengal Nominated Non-OJB&cial) Sir, I cannot but 
view with very great i egret the impatience exhibited on all sides of the 
House to rush the Finance Bill through Sir, you from your experience 
know that the Finance Bill is the biggest supply Bill of the Government of 
India In all countries where parliamentary institutions have been allowed 
lo glow, a good deal of time is given to its discussion, in fact, in the British 
House of Commons, not only days, but weeks and even months are given 
to discuss the Bills of supply I see no cause for impatience on the part of 
Honourable Members, and if they are impatient, it shows they are not 
prepared to enjoy what is their privilege If any Honourable Members 
have an\ grievance, they must put it before this House My Honourable 
triend, Mr Acharya, has undoubtedly a great gnevance, i e , the Sarda. 
Bill, and if he wishes to bring it forward today, I think we ought to offer 
him a chance. There should be no impatience on the part of the Treasury 
Benches or on the part of those Bombay mill magnates who are anxious 
to get their Tariff Bill and lun aw a) with then bag of mone> I think this- 
IB unfortunate, and contrary to what we had seen in past jears But, Sir, 
I shall discharge my duty and I will confine myself to a few items which 
have cropped up dunng the second reading of the Bill The second reading 
of the Bill was also closured, and the Honourable the Finance Member was 
not m a fortunate position to give his replj He made three announce- 
ments in asking this House to consider the second reading of the Bill The 
first and foremost was that he was going to place a countervailing excise 
diit\ on silver, he was going to increase the import dut\ on silvei wire 
and silvei thread We do not know, even now, the implications of these 
changes, or how thej will affect his Budget Will they give him more 
money or will it result in a deficit? 

Another announcement he made w'as that the Governor General m 
Council w'as prepaied to accept the cut of lis BH) pioposed by Sir Hugh 
Cocke m connection with retrenchment We do not know the Govern- 
ment's view on that point Is he going to associate two non-official busino'^s 
men WTth the retrenchment inquiry? The Honourable the Finance Member 
mu) kindl> considei and give us a leplj Speaking foi the House, I think 
it will be a w'elcome change, but speaking as an iiidnidual Member of this 
House, I do not believe it will achieve much What has a business man, 
got to do with the intern il mnchiuerv of Go\einiuent ^ Business men do 
not know what is required, they have no knowledge of Government Depart- 
ments If you like to appoint an ad Jtoc Committee of the House, wath 
the Finance Member ns Chairman, that will reall> assist the Government; 
but the inclusion of two business men to assist Mr Jukes who is a very 
able man and w'ho has served m the Government of India as well as in the 
PioMiicial Governments for many yeai‘s will be of very little use Sir, aa 
T have already stated before, there is very little room for economy in the 
eivd expenditure of the Government On the contrary, if wo can stabilise 
the ciyil expenditure at the present figure, we shall be veiv lucky indeed, 
and that should be our major and primary effort How can we do it ? That 
ik the question There are many checks on the Government of India at 
the present moment Theie is the statutory check by the Secretary of 
State in Council, there is the check of the Governor General in Council, 
there is the check by the Standing Finance Committee, and then there 
IS the post-mortem examination by the Public Accounts Comnuttee, I 
think, Sir, they do their w’ork very well, although I cannot help complain- 
ing that there has'been some deg^ea of Jaxity on the part d the StandiM 
Finance Committee in approving grants, many of which some of us how 
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not contemplated I hope that future Committees will be careful m tho 
discharge of their duties 

Then, Sir, 1 come to anothei announcement ^^hlch the Honourable 
the Finance Member made, and that is that His Excellency the Viceroy 
had lestored the big cut in the Demand for the Arm> Department This 
is what we expected We are within our rights in retrenching in the way 
v\e think best, the Go\oinor General is \Mthin his rights in restoring what 
be thinks is necessary for the good government of India I think, Sir, the 
Goveinoi General is perfectly right How is the Armv Department to 
function without clerks, without duftaries, without chaprasis? If it w'as 
}i mere demonstiation cut, it failed to achieve its political object What is 
the political object of the cut^ The political object of the cut was to im- 
press upon the Government of India the great need of retrenchment in 
x\im\ expenditure, foi which there is ample room The Honourable tho 
Finance Member has given no indication as to what he is going to do about 
Armv expendituie Sir Hugh Cocke, in his speech, advocated an ad hoc 
committee We bad a Committee presided over by Sir Charles Innes 
What did it achieve'^ It achieved next to nothing Sir, freijuent refer- 
ences have been made about the Inchcape Committee's recommendations 
The Inchcape Committee’s Report is as dead as a door nail, it was appoint 
ed to tide over the post-war conditions which do not exist today If there 
IS to be a i eduction in the Army expenditure of the Government of India, 
the question will have to be viewed from the wider standpoint of policy, 
not only wirh reference to the obligations in India, but also with reference 
to the Intel national obligations which we have undertaken Tho House 
ought to know' w'hat is our international obligation Oui international 
obligation is that we are a signatory to the Covenant of the League of 
Nations, and in that Covenant, Sir, this clause appears “The members 
of the lieague lecognise that the maintenance of peace” — I want the House 
to mark the words “maintenance of peace” — “requiies the reduction of 
national armaments to the lowest possible minimum consistent with 
national safet\, and this is to be ensuied bv common action" Sir, this is 
our international obligation It h.is been implemented b\ the Kellogg 
Pact What have we done since then for the last three oi four yours*'' 
At one time vour military expenditure stood at 64 crores and some odd 
lakhs, but today, we find, for the last three vears, it has been stationary at 
55 crores and 10 lakhs 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) Does the Honourable Member in view of his obscrvationw, 
want to reject the Finance Bill, lock stock and barrel 

Mr. K. 0. Boy: If the Honourable Member is patient, he will hear me 
on the subject As I have said. Sir, what have we done to discharge our 
moral obligation tp the League of Nations*^ Have we done anything We 
have done nothing On the contrarv , Sir, — I shall not be so bold as to 
charge oui representative at the League of Nations for making mis-state- 
ments — I shall not do that, but I should like to tell the House what Sir 
Muhammad HabibuIIah, speaking on military expenditure, said at the 
League of Nations This is to m\ mmd a most amazing proposition, but 
( shall read it for the benefit of the House from the despatch 

" pxperience enough of the effects of the ^reat War to be to vwueliafr 

what those of n new war would be, and >he was as anxious as au^.ofher country iob 
see peace perpetuated on the basis of disarmament ” 
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Have we had any disarmament? Sir Muhammad Habibullah then goes 
on to say 

“A glance nt the map of India and the frontiers of India would show what the 
difficulties of India were and so long as they existed, India must he prepared to meet 
them, subject to this condition which was really an obligation of national safety 
India was always leady to play hei pait lu the preservation of peace ” 

Mr. B. Daa (Onssa Division Non-Muhammadan) You are only 
'quoting from a gramophone repeating his master’s voice 

Mr. K. 0. Boy: I have nothing to do with that, and 1 deprecate such 
an expression of opinion m respect of such a distinguished man as Sir 
Muhammad Habibullah We may have differences of opinion, but we 
could not have a better icpre«ientative than Sir Muhammad Habibullah 
•(Cheers ) 

Mr. B. Das : You have no recognised rights at the League of Nations 
You have onl^ to carry out the orders of the British Government 

Mr. K. 0. Boy: You can raise that point j ourself I am not so bold 
R8 to say all that Sir, here is an expression of opinion given on behalf 
of the Government of India, which I claim is in complete variance with 
the opinions expressed by the Leaders of the House, it may be my fnend 
Mr Jinnah, it may be my friend Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, and 
even today Sardar Kartar Singh has spoken m terms that showed he was 
bitterly opposed to the present scale of military expenditure The whole 
thing does not end here 

I shall now turn to the Committee’s Report on the reduction of 
armament When the question of guarantee came m and a draft conven- 
tion was under consideration, S’lr Muhammad Habibullah ’s despatch con- 
tained the following observations 

“Acting m accordance with the instructions which we had receued, Sir Muhammad 
Habibullah explained that from her geographical position India had much less interest 
in the scheme than other countries 

Dr. ZUuddln Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions Muham- 
madan Rural) Who has wntten it? Are you quoting from Mr Bajpai’s 
Report ? 

Mr. K. 0. Boy : T am quoting from a despatch submitted to the Secre- 
tary of State for India I am sorry for the interruptions, Sir 

“Acting in accordance with the instructions which we had received “ 

Maulvi Muhammad Takub (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divis.ons * Muham- 
madan Rural). You ought not to be sorry if you quote Sir Muhammad 
Habibullah in this House and if you are questioned 

Mr. K. 0. Boy: The Honourable gentleman never listens That is not 
his virtue I am quoting actually from the text If he cannot follow, 
and if he has no intelligence to follow what I say, it is not my fault 

Maidvi Muhammad Takub: No intelligent man would ever care to quote 
from his speech 
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Mr. K. 0. Boy: I am quoting textually from the despatch 

“Acting m accordance with the instructions which we had received, Sir Muhamniad 
Habihullah explained that from her (geographical position, India had much less interest 
in the scheme than othei countries, but that, being a civilized country, she felt it her 
duty to accept any general scheme which tended towards the peace of the world “ 

This 18 to make clear the first point Consideimg India’s obhgations 
on the frontier and elsewheic, the Government of India 'were unable to 
see eye to eye on the question of disarmament with the other powers 
This IS how I read the position Then the despatch proceeds to say that 
the delegation are prepared to consider the question of accepting the draft 
convention Now, let us at this stage find out what is India’s position 
today so far as her neighbours are concerned What is Afghamstan? 
Afghanistan is alread> broken to pieces Then there is the impotent 
Persia and there is also the curse of Soviet Russia If w'e look for our 
enemies, Sir, m the Pacific, there may be one or two who might try to 
disturb the peace of India, but at present I see nothing but peace all round 
India 

Maalvl Muhammad Yakub: There can be no peace as long as the 
Associated Press is in this country (Laughter ) 

Mr. K. 0. Roy: Sir, the position is this ns explained m the despatch 
“The Government of India would have to justify to the Legislature any 
proposal to give assent to the Convention, and for this purpose it would 
he necessary to know what other countnes had accepted it Unless and 
until the Indian Legislature and the Government of India felt convinced 
that the Convention had been accepted, not merely by a handful of coun- 
tries or even by the great powders, but by countries representative of the 
world as a whole, whose participation would be a guarantee of its effective 
use, India would see no object in signing the Convention or in incurring 
financial liability in connection with it “ Now, this will require some 
explanation When the Committee met to discuss Article 6 of the draft 
Convention which provides for the manner in which the guarantees are 
to be distnbuted among the signatories, it was explained to the Committee 
that India would not be prepared to accept liability, because the guarantee 
implied financial obligations, and that would require the approval of this 
House So much for our military position before the League of Nations 

Now, Sir, if jou will permit me, I will turn for a moment to one or 
two topics which are now before the country First and foremost, there is 
the immediate prospect of the Imperial Conference We must raise this 
question of military expenditure at the Imperial Conference before w© go 
bo any other court Now it is clear that we can go to the League of 
N^ations with our military burdens, and we shall be able to establish our 
nght that our military burdens should be reduced I recognise that it is 
Qot a problem so much for the Government of India as it is a problem 
brom His Majesty’s Government and for the Committee of the Imperial 
Defence I am not one of those who, like my friend Sardar Kartar Singh, 
vould say that we should put all the white troops in the ship and send 
hem away to England They are necessary, and they will be necesssurV 
or a good many years to come, but even with them here, there is ample 
•oom for reduction of the military expenditure. 

Then there is the Economic Conference We ought to be properly re- 
iresented there I should have liked that the Bill granting preference to 
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British Industries should be tested there But that has not been done.. 
Of course, I recognise that the Bill is urgently needed in the interests of 
Bombay, {Some Honourable Members “Question”), and we should do 
our best to help Bombay in her crisis At the same tune, Sir, I feel that- 
these matters affecting our fiscal system and taxation problems should 
form the subject of a careful inquiry by a Committee of the Imperial 
Economic Conference, either here in India or in London before Legislation 
18 undertaken. 

Then, Sir, you will forgive me if I turn now for a moment to the 
Round Table Conference, of which we have heard so much recently Of 
that Round Table Conference we have no news at all as to when it is going 
to be held Only the other day, when the question was discussed in tho 
other place, a hint was thrown out that it would be summoned at as early 
a date as possible What is the early date going to be? This House is 
going to be dissolved in July There are going to be elections in October 
So how can \ou, with elections in the Autumn, hold a Conference at that 
time? And who will go to the Conference? Not the handful of Moderates 
They w'lll never be able to deliver the goods The Government of India 
will have to wait and see how many Congressmen they can get to go to 
the Round Table Conference before they can fix a date If they summon 
a Round Table Conference without the Congressmen, it wnll be a repetition 
of the Irish historv, without the Congressmen, it will be a repetition of 
the l^jgjptian story "^hat is the good of calling a Confti.rence without the 
Congressmen in it ? The Government of India might fix a date some time 
m Apnl next year Bv that time many things might happen What is 
the good of holding a Conference this vear? And so fai as T can see no 
opportunity has been given to this House to discuss this important problem 

Then, Sir, along with tlim question comes tho question of civil dis- 
obedience We have been hearing a lot on this subject, and perhaps 
speakers w'ho follow' me will have somct)iing to say about it Sir, all T feel is 
that, as one who has studied the Indian position for many years, I ought 
to counsel patience to Government A civil disobedience movement can 
never grow m India, and if ever it grovs, it can never achie\e results it 
claims to achieve What we want is Dominion Status, and the only vaj 
to secure it is bv our owm methods of constitutional agitation in co-opera- 
tion with our friends sitting on the Treasury Benches Sbr, I support the 
Bill, because there can be no justification in opposing it both on economic, 
political and financial grounds 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: Sir, I propose to begin my speech where the 
Honoiunhle the Nominated Member ended 

Mr* R. S. Sarma (Bengal Nommated Non-Official) On a point of 
order, Sir I may point out that all Members of this House owe their 
seats here to the pleasun of His Excellency the Vicero\ after the 31st of 
December lost, when the Viceroy extended the hfe-time of the Assembly 

(Scvoal Honourable Members “No, no.“) 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: Sir, another gentleman who just offered » 
gratuitous e^qplanation has a coustituoncy which he claims is the yicerogal 
Lodge (Laughter ) 
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Mr, B. S. Sarma: Better than Moradabad 

Mr. O. S. Kaxiga Iyer: Did the Honourable gentleman say that the 
Viceregal Lodge was better than Moradabad from xvhere the Deputy 
President hails? 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: It is quite clear that thoae who are 
nominated have not the confidence of the people of the country and there- 
fore they cannot come in here as elected Members 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: I can quite sympathise with my friend the 
Nominated Member ^^hose constituencv he boasts is the Viceregal 
Lodge 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: No respectable persons from Moradabad 
are nominated m this House 

Mr. B. S. Sarma: He would never have withdrawn his candidature 
from the Haj Committee if he really enjojed the confidence of at least 
this House 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: I am surprised at the absurdities in which the 
Honourable gentleman who comes from Bengal has been indulging because 
he feels rather upset that I referred to the Honourable gentleman who 
preceded me as the Honourable the nominated Member, a description to 
which <a inv Kite mj distmgiiished friend, Mr K C lioy , did not take 
any objection, for the simple reason that he knows that he is a nommated 
Member He aspires to be an elected Member, an aspiration which may 
be fulfilled at a future date I hope a similar aspiration will animate the 
jounger gentleman who felt lather annoyed It would be sufficient justi- 
fication if we endeavoured to reject this Finance Bill on the question of the 
existence m this House of nominated Members 

The first problem before us is, are we a self-governing people with a 
Parliament which is like the Parliament in Great Bntain, or are we a 
people to be governed through an advisory council consisting of the pet 
boys and the prize boys of a foreign bureaucracy, called the nominated 
Members > Sir, this House is described in official publications as “India's 
Parliament" and we are also supposed to be members of the Empire Parlia- 
mentary Association, but. Sir, it is a wiong description altogether This is 
no Parliament at all This is a Parliament which has got nominated Mem- 
bers in It and no Parliament in the world, which can be described as a 
modem or a democratic Parliament, can have the luxury of nominated 
Members 

Mr. K. 0. Boy: AVhat about the Canadian Senate? 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer : The Canadian Senate is not the governing body, 
and I would ask the Honourable gentleman to go to the Library and re- 
fresh his ideas about the Canadian constitution You might as well refer 
to the Senate of the Allahabad University, or the governing bodies in 
Timbiictoo (Laughter ) The Canadian Senate is not the principal part 
of the Canadian Parliament, and I am afraid the Honourable gentleman 
does not know the A B C of the Canadian constitution 

Now, Sir, I am now directly concerned with the political and the consti- 
tutional issue I regret the absence in this House of my old comrades 
’Of the Swaraj Party which had adopted the principle of the rejection of 
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the Ijinance Bill on the questioa of grievances before supphea 1 alsa 
regret, owing to his ill-health, the absence ot my distinguished leader, 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, who was responsible for introducing the 
principle of rejecting the Finance Bill on the question oi grievances before 
supplies Sir, today our gnevances have been accumulating They have 
never been so great in any previous year as they are today and it is the 
accumulation ol these grievances that has made our great and distinguished 
countryman, m my opmion the greatest living man in the world, Mahatma 
Gandhi, declare war on the British Government (Nationalist Cheers ) 
Every Indian who holds the freedom of his country dear, sympathises with. 
Gandhi’s declaration of War on the British Government It is at the same 
time a declaration for peace if the British Government are willing to grant 
peace (Hear, hear ) 11 they are not willing to grant peace, they must be 
prepared for war A war has been started by Mahatma Gandhi in his 
opinion not prematurely at all though I wish he had waited for the disillusion- 
ment of gentlemen w ho are looking eagerly to the Bound Table Conference 
in the neighbourhood of Whitehall I do not know why Mahatma Gandhi 
should not have been given adequate inducement to go to the Bound Table 
Conference I do not know why high authorities either here or m England 
should not have agreed to the demands of Mahatma Gandhi What did. 
he demand? He demanded that the Bound Table Conference should draft 
a constitution of “Dominion Status” If the Viceregal Proclamations 
means to prepare the country for Dominion Status, as I have no doubt 
whatever it means, because it is a sincere declaration, then India should 
henceforward be treated differently What did Gandhi want? He wanted 
that we should go to the Bound Table Conference and draft a constitution 
for Dominion. {Status That constitution does not mean that you must have 
Dominion Status within six months or even six years It means that it 
should be drafted with provision in it for the full attainment of Dominion 
Status stage b^ singe He himself WTote that in young Indm before 
the Lahore Congiess declared for Independence However that may be 
Independence is Dominion Status as Lord Bussell and Lord Birkenhead 
have told us, and as some Members of the Treasury Bench may, I believe, 
be feeling Dominion Status is Independence and Independence is Domi- 
nion Status to a country which is not a daughter country of Great Britain, 
which IS entirely different in race and outlook, m colour and aspiration and 
ideals An independent India aspires to teach mankind some of the 
ancient Hindu principles, or rather vedic principles 

Hr. B. S. 8arma: If the Honourable Member really believes m the 
war that Mr Gandhi is waging, he should be making salt and not speeches 

Mr. 0. S. B&nga lyor: I may tell the Honourable gentleman, who 
seems to have had some salt put on his tail bcfoie he came to the House, 
that I w'as fighting by the side of Mahatma Gandhi during the non-co- 
operation movement I have just come back to this countrv after nine 
months’ absence I am carefully studymg Gandhi’s moves Gandhi is not 
aspiring to be a manufacturer of salt He is manufacturing freedom for 
this country (Hear, hear ) Do not unworthily ridicule Gandhi 

Mr. B. 8 . S^nna*. I am ridiculing the Honourable MemHer more than 
Gandhi 

Mr. 0. 8. B a n ga ^ar! If salt manufeKuture in defiance of law is a 
method of preparing the country’s freedom, and if T am convinced bv my 
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stud> of the method, that it \m 11 prove efficacious, I will not be seeking 
admissLcn to this House as a nommated Member I would ask the Honour- 
able Member not to utter blasphemy in this House against Gandhiji» who 
18 a thousand times better than he, though even that oompanson is odious 
I was saying, Sir, that Gandhi is not manufacturing salt. He is deli- 
berately disobeying the bureaucratic regulations or laws, and he is dis- 
obeymg them not for the purpose of supplying salt to the gentleman from. 
Bengal, who gets plenty of salt from Great Britain (An Honourable 
Member “Does he not come from your province?") I am afraid even Bengal 
13 ashamed of him (Laugher ) Gandhi] i is therefore not manufacturing 
salt in order to compete with the British suppliers of salt to Bengal 
Gandhiji is deliberately disobeying the salt laws in order to call the atten- 
tion of this country, of Great Britain and of the whole civilised world to* 
the manner in which India is being treated and the method of admimstra- 
tion under which India has been groaning and the way m which India’s 
aspirations are thwarted That is, Sir, what I understand, and what I 
believe this House understands, and what I believe Honourable Members 
seated on the official Benches understand to be the purpose of Mr 
Gandhi’s mission They understand that his mission is not to suppW salt 
or to compete with the salt that is imported into this country He has 
taken one of the rules or one of the laws of the Government to break 
with a view to call the attention of the Government to the existing state 
of things 

Now, Sir, coming again to the question of Dominion Status, I would say 
that the present campaign of what I may call repression must be with- 
drawn, and the Government should adhere to the Besolution which was 
adopted in the House of Commons, accordmg to which the Government of 
India are not to prosecute people for the expression of opinion, much less 
suppress the expression of opinion as they had done in one important case 
m Gujrat, to which I liave already referred m this House, and the argu- 
ments in regard to which I do not propose to repeat Now, Sir, I find 
in another case in Bengal in regard to Mr Sen Gupta, an old friend of 
mine, a co-worker, I find that they had launched a prosecution against 
him for expression of opinion 

An Honourable Member: He has already been sentenced 

Mr, 0, S Ranga Iyer: He has already been found guilty I think the 
Government who launched this prosecution against him, the party which 
was responsible for the launching of that prosecution must be realizing by 
now that they were blundering into displaying what a Governor of a neigh- 
bouring province described as the demoniacal spirit, which lies dormant m 
the Government I do not think that they should have made an Exhibi- 
tion of this against one of the most level headed leaders of the Congress 
movement in Bengal If thev think that by displaying such methods 
thev can destroy the little spint of independence that is left in us, if they 
think that, by taking up that attitude thev can kill the freedom-for- India 
movement, I may tell them with all the responsibility attaching to my 
position, that we will defv the Government’s defiance, and we will take 
the consequences If, on the other hand thev propose to prepare the 
atmosphere for the Round Table Conference in the manner in which they 
have been asked to prepare it judging from the si^echeg delivered In the 
House of Commons judging from the speeches delivered both on the issue 
of the Round Table Conference and also on a subsequent Besolution 
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udvismg th<3 Government of India not to dibturb *^he atmosphere of peace 
and goodwill, if they are willing to prepare the atmosphere in that manner, 
1 should say very gdadly that we would come foiward to co-operate TMth 
the Government But, I 8 ay» Sir, that the Government, day after day, 
owing to a conspirac}, I should think of a feu die-hard officials, are 
deteating the purpose of the Mother of Parliaments, they are day to day 
creating an atimosphere of repression, in which it would be utterly im- 
possible for any self-respecting man to think of assisting the powers-tbat-be 
who want the Round Table Conference to be i success T would even 
now say that tlie^ should withdraw^ all the measures of repression and try 
to meet Mahatma Gandhi half-w'a) 

Let it be understood clearly that Mi Gandhi alone can deliver the 
goods, not Mr Muh.immad Ah Jinnah, nor Bi Sapru, but 
Mr Gandhi alone c.m deJivei the goods, not even, if I may say 
so with great lespect, Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya or Pandit 
Motilal Nehru, but Mr Gandhi alone cun delivei the goods I 
made this observation m the Empire Parhamentarv Association rooms 
addressing a meeting when the Right Honourable George Lansbury, a 
member of the British Cabinet, was presiding I said that Mr Gandhi 
alone could deliver tlu' goods The Goveinrnent realise that, but they 
want that the goods should not be delivered At any rate not the whole 
Government but perhaps some Members of the Government, some die- 
hard officials wanted the goods should not be delivered at ali, and that is 
they have launched this campaign of what I may call suppression of the 
expression of opinion and prosecution for expiession of opinion Mr 
Gundhi, I admit, is courting imprisonment and he is courting imprisonment 
because he thinks that there is more freedom within the prison walls 
than tlicro is at present outside He tliinks by so doing he can draw the 
attention of the world to the manner m which this country is administered, 
S>ir, the time has come when we should say fianklv to the Government, 
even if we are not in a majonty, we should tell them most frankly, with 
all the sincerity at our disposal, with all the fnamcness at our command, for 
it 18 the best symbol of true loyalty to all that we hold dear m our country 
and of all that is fragrant m the philosophy of the Indo Bntish connection 
we must tell the Goverrunent that this repression should go I think with 
real frankness which is the true symbol of real loyalt), we must tell the 
Govefaraent that we are not snapping the bonds nf loyalty We want to 
be loyal to Britain, just as we expect Britain to be" loval to us, loyal 
partners in the Indo-Brrtreh Commonwealth of Nations, as I should like 
to calf 1C It 18 for them not to goad us into the Independence group 
Bay after day, week after week, Mr Gandhi explained, even after the 
declaration of Independence by the Congress, that Independence was 
Dominion Status (Hear, hear ) He has very clearly stated that his object 
IB not to break off all connection with Great Britain, if Great Bntain 
v^ues association with India 8 ir, the spint that anilraates that little 
group m Gujrat, like a little cloud no bigger than a man’s hand growing 
larger and larg^n-, will spread all over the land That little group wh^ch 
IS fighting in Gujrat and which is makmg every Indian worth his salt, think 
and ponder deeply whether he should threw his weight on the side exf 
Government or on the side of the people, that httle group is bound to 
conquer, it is animated bv that noble spirit to which the greatest Viceroj 
of modem times gave expression, speakmg at the Convocation of the Delhi 
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Univerflity on Friday the 21fet March, 1980 In his magnificent speech^ 
His Excellency the Viceroy quoted a passage from the memorable speech 
Henry V before Aginoourt as set m his mouth by the greatest of all 
English Poets 

“If we are mark’d to die, we are enow 

To do our country loss, and if to live, 

The fewer men, the greater share of honour *’ 

That 10 the spirit, Sir, m which the little band has started on a pilgrimage, 
the pilgrimage of freedom in Gujrat That is the spirit in \\hich they lia\e 
started that pilgrimage That is the spirit that animaceb them No 
Indian can for long support this campaign of uhat I may call repression, 
for it IS nothing more and nothing less than lo deny to us our right to 
freedom Every nation, like every man has a right to freedom I am 
quite willing to accept the definition of freedom by one of the great 
English authorities as the equality of restraint We want to practice that 
equality of restraint We do not want that liberty which means licence 
to attack an> nation's throat Wo want to live and let live, so long as we 
are not given the right to live and let hve, we cannot grant you a single 
penny for the carrying on of the administration You may do it by the 
power of your votes which you have got owing to the defection of the 
leading p>irt\ in the House, owing to the blundering policy of the Congress 
politicians, for w'alk out or resignation was nothing less than a disastrous 
blunder and a magnificent failure of Congress leadership I wish they 
were hero today m full force — allowing Mr Gandhi and others to carry 
on the fight m the country I wish they w^cre here to unfold the banner 
oi revolt within this House, for I believe w^e cannot surrender this House 
in the hands of those w^ho do not believe in revolt Every seat in thw 
House will have to be captured, every man in this House will have to be 
wedded to the principle of fight, fight, fight, until the fight inside and the 
fight outs’de inspire the country to continue the fight until victory downs- 
our efforts (Hear, hear ) Therefcwe we will have to fight very hard, but 
we cannot fight on the old lines We have tf> endorse the fight outside 
It IS not a selfish fight, the fight that is going on outside It may be^ 
that we may not be able even to proceed to the Bound Table Conference, 
if Government do not act with restraint, if Go\emment do not change 
their tactics, if Government do not court our goodwill, if Government do 
not release our political prisoners, detenus and internees, if Government do 
not come forward and shalce hands with us, even as they shook hands with 
Michael Colima and Arthur Griffith We have not gone yet to the length 
to which they had gone, and I hope we will not be goaded to go to that 
length. At any rate so long as Mahatma Gandhi ig the leader of this 
movement, there is no danger of his going to that length All the more 
reason why Government should not take ^vantage of his non-violent pro- 
gramme and ask hikn to go ahead with his policy of breaking the laws, by 
-declmmg to bsten to him. It is not a cheerful thing for anybody to persist 
m breaking the Iqws Does Mahatma Gandhi break the laws because be 
likes to break them? Nobody likes to do it He wants that you rfiould 
see that the time has come when you should change vour old method. 
He did not ask you to give ns Dotninion Status tomorrow, but he asked 
you to draw up a constitution for Domimon Status Coming to another 
aspect Pandit Motilal Nehru, the former iLeader of the Opposition, served 
lor awhile on the Skeen Committee The Skeen Committee's Report wanted 
Indianisation of half the officers of the Army by 1952, and Mr Jinnph 
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1 suppose in about 12 or 18 years Both Pandit Motiial Nehru representing 
the Congresfa and Mr Jinnah representing the Mussalman community out 
in the country wanted Indianisation of the Army They wanted a definite 
step forward m the direction of rapid substitution of Indian m place of the 
European officers of the Army Why did the Government shelve the Skeen 
Committee’s Report? How can we be responsible for giving money to a 
Government which shelved the Bkeen Colmmittee’b Report, a very humble 
document, a modest document, a document which bears the signature not 
only of Indians, but also of Englishmen, who were members of that Cotaa- 
mittee, a document which was endorsed by Sir Andrew Skeen and signed 
by Mr Burdon, who was the. Army Secretary, and also by the Indian 
leaders, who were members of that Committee’ Wh} should they shelve 
it? And then why should the Finance Member come cheeifully to this 
House and ask us to pay for the continuance of this foreign army of occupa- 
tion? For it IS nothing more than a foreign army of occupation We 
do not want this Arm}, we never wanted it You want it to carry on the 
administration, and then you say that Indians are not fit to carry on the 
administration and much more unfit to work as officeis m the Army It 
18 a ridiculous excuse, ridiculous because we all know what Lord 
Birkenhead and others have said in writing about the competence and 
capacity of Indians as soldiers We all know how, when officer after '>fficer 
fell in the battle-front, the Indian soldier took up the lead and earned on 
the fight And if Indians have become incompetent during the last 150 
jears, if the race of Sivajis, if the race wffiich faught the battles against 
the British and fought also for the Bntish to enable them to establish 
their own rule over us, if the race that produce the heroes is dead, I thmk 
that destruction and death has been brought abowt b} these 150 years of 
foreign rule Therefore I say that we must immediately get an assurance 
from the Finance Membei that this policy of shelving the Skeen Com- 
mittee’s Report will at once be given up This u 1930 and I belu'vo 
it was about this time that an assurance was given that a military college 
would spring into existence m three years in Dchra Dun T want an 
assurance from him straight-away that a military college will be established 
m India I myself have never been satisfied with the Skeen Committee's 
Report I did not want only one military college for India Why should 
England have tnore than one military college, may I ask‘^ England is a 
much smaller country, and I do not thmk Englishmen are the only race of 
soldiers I do not think that we cannot have soldiers and competent 
officers I do not accept their excuses, ridiculous excuses If we can 
produce great judges, great administrators and great sepoys, we can also 
produce great soldiers We produced them in the past, and if we do not 
prcducc them at the present time, it is because the administration is not 
our own and the country is ruled by people who are not responsible to the 
people of this country I’herefore, Sir, I say that this military policy will 
have to be forthwith revised Last year I voted against government even 
though I was in a minority of one, of which there is no likelihood this 
year I think the members of my party will not support the Finance Bill 
though I even personally wish they would go to the lobby with me for the 
absolute rejection of it, if the Finance Mehiber does not satisfy us cn the 
question of how they propose to give effect to the Skeen Committee’s 
Report and what measures are going to be taken forthwith to have 50 per 
^pt of office of the Army Indianised within the time prescribed by we 
Skeen Committee That is a matter which Is very important 
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Then theie are various other reports We have got for instance the 
Agricultural Commission’^ Keport reading which we ought to know what 
measures have to be taken to increase the agricultural prospenty of the 
people My friend here tells me that t\io volumes have been sent to every 
Member of this Houee I do not \^ant onlj opportunities for Members of 
this House to read the Reports, which are written m bad English, if not 
m bad taste, but I want Government to give opportunities to the Members 
of this House to criticise measures of agncultural improvement, and I want 
the Finance Member to make provision in his Budget for bringing about 
an agncultural millenium in this country which was, I believe, the purpose 
for which the Agncultural Commission was brought into existence 

Mr. K. 0. Roy: The Finance Member has made ample provision in 
the Budget for agnciilfcuial improvements 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: My friend Air Boy had got an abundance of 
faith in the coming of the millenuim when the appomtment was made 
i't the Agncultmal Commission Hoes Mr Roy contend that the Finance 
Member prophesied the coming of the golden eia of agricultural prosperity? 
I am afiaid the Finance Membei himself has made no such claim Mr 
K C Roy ma\ be left alone in regard to what he thinks the Finance 
Member is going to do, because I do not think he is so much more in the 
confidence of the Finance Member than he has chosen to confide, through 
his Budget, to the Members of this House 

However, these do not go to the loot of the present discontents The 
Government must withdraw the measures of repression that they have 
put into force in this country and make a real satisfactory effort to come 
to terms with Mahatma Gandhi If they do not come to* terms with 
him, it may be that we vull come to this Legislature with our numbers 
strengthened, but not to help Government The non-co-operation move- 
ment failed on the last occasion, or rather it did not fully succeed, for 
various reasons, one of which was that the Councils were peopled by 
men who were as good as nominated Members We have to make up 
our minds, to carry on a raging, tearing campaign in the country and to 
come back to these Councils We do not want any extension of the life of 
this Legislature We want an opportunity to put our case before the 
people, the case against the continued maladministration by Government 
If we are not returned because we do not have the co-operation of the Con- 
gress, that may be another matter, but if we are returned, the result 
will be that we will put up a continued fight against the manner in 
which Government have been carrying on the administration of this 
country 

Sir, I do not want to Imake a longer speech I would not have made 
even so long a speech as this, but for the fact that I want to protest 
strongly against the way m which things have been going on in the country'. 
In Burma force was resorted to to harass an unarmed set of people who 
came out^ juet to show their admiration of Mr Sen Gupta, who was 
snatched away from Bengal for a speech that he made, a most inoffensive 
speech, which even the presiding, officer of the court thought harmless, 
because Mr Sen Gupta has been so lightly let <^. It is not a matter 

of generosity There was no case against him And yet he was pro- 
secuted He was removed from his hearth and home; and much fuss and 
sensation was created So I say that the Government must revise their 
policy of uimecessanly arresting people The best thing for them would 
be to send ior Mahatma Gandhi just as Mr MacDonald ixx 1924 sent 
’ t B 2 
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lor Za^luul Pasha w ho had been interned Zagluul Pasha, the leader of the- 
Egyptian Independence movement was sent for by Mr MacDonald, the 
British Prime Minister The British Government invited the leader of the 
Egyptian people to negotiate the question of Egyptian independenee on 
equal terms without any reservation whatever, without any conditions 
explicit or implicit In these terms' was Zagluul Pasha invited, the same 
Zagluul Pasha, be it remembered, who had rejected the British declaration 

1 ^ of independence of Egypt Mahatma Gandhi has done nothing of 
the kind He accepted the Viceroy’s proclamation He said it 
was a sincere proclamation, and then he said, now that the proclamation for 
Oomm on Status bus been made, It t there be a regular preparation of Iho 
country for Dominion Status and let those who go in Whitehall diaft the 
constitution of Dominion Status It does not me.m that (jtcat Britain sho-iiUl 
clear out of this (*ountrv bug and baggafip in one \eai, in twt> years in s x 
^ear8 or oven in ten years lint it ceitamlv means that a rajud piejini it on 
should bo made, a steady rapid preparation should be made, for the attain- 
ment of complete Dominion Status and when he was not told that such a 
thing was going to takn place at fhc Jl^Mind Table Conference Mahatmaji in 
my opinion very hastily, n my opinion yer\ iinfoi tunatelv but 
with the resfionsibility attacliing to hjrs position, in deference to the 
great following that bo has in the country whom b(‘ lias to taki 
with h'W, Malrntmap said, I am not coming to voin Conference, uid 
T shall carry on a non- violent fight with a view to make you agree 
with me Under these circumstances, Sir, we musi nbsoliitch with- 
hold our support to the Finance Bill unless we have an assurance from the 
Finance Meimb(‘r that the present policy which the <'iovein)nent have set 
m motion is going to be revised, unless, in regard to military matters wt' 
get an assurance that the recommendations of the Skeen Committee's 
Report will bo idopted It is the least little which the moderate opinion in 
the country wants — the recommendations of the Skeen Committee have 
been endorsed oven by the Central Committee Though the Members of the 
Central Committee have spoken with a babel of tongues on constitutional 
and other matters, they are united m regard to this military matter That 
ID why I urge that we are entitled to a definite assurance from the Finance 
Member as to what he or his Government, what the Government of India, 
propose to do in regard to this military matter 

Secondly, w^e want a definite assurance that the present policy of 
mpression, which has been set m motion m this coimtry, will be without 
delay, reversed 

Haulvi Muha mm ad Yakub : Sir, serious allegations have no doubt been 
made against the Government for the manner m which they have handled 
thi finances of the country There might be some exaggeration in the 
tenns of the allegations which have been made But there can be no 
doubt that the Government of India have failed in securing the confidence 
of a large section, of the politicians of this country for the manner in 
which they are spending the money of the public and for the manner in 
which they have handled the finances of this country (Hear, hear) 
This state of affairs, to my mind, is to a very large extent due to the 
present constitution of the Government of India It is, Sir, really sur- 
prising that for the administration^ of a huge country like India for hand* 
ling the huge finsnoee of a country like Tndia, we have got an Executive* 
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O uncil of half a dozen Members, while the Cabmet m a small counti^ 
like Great Bntam, which is not even as big as one of the provinces ol 
our country, consists of 26 Members 

Sir Zulfiq&r All Khan (East Central Punjab Muhammadan) What 
are the revenues of Great Bntam? 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: I will come to that, the defender of the 
Tieasury Benches 

Sir Zulflqar All Khan: I am not a defender I want to test \our know- 
ledge 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: 1 know that the Executive Council has got 
certain impaul gentlemen who hold tlien portfolios m this House But I 
w i^-li the\ would ha\e some patience and listen to what I have got to say 
about them also (Hc.u hear) Well, Sir, there is no reason W'hy the 
Members of the E\ecuti\e Council of this country should draw fat salaries, 
as much as Its 0,060 and some annas The salary which the Members 
of the Executive Council draw^ in thm country is much lai'ger than the 
salaiv of even the Prime Mmiwfor of England 

Mr. M S Aney (j^emr Itepresentativc) ' Besides a saloon 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Yes, besides saloons and other umemtieb 
Out of these half a dozen Members of the Executive Council, there are 
only three gentlemen belonging to m\ country, while out of the foui 
Euiopeans, the Commander-in-Chief is mostly concerned with tlic Anny 
affairs and fias got veiy little to do with the general admmistiution and 
affairs of the countiy 'bhe Finance Member is a gentleman who tomes 
as a stranger to this country every five years,, he does not know the people 
of the country He is unawart'. of the needs and rcquiromentb of the 
people, he is unaware of tlic piobleras of this country, and bvfuit he 
comes to learn an> thing about this country, the time of lus utiiemeiit 
comes and he goes away Out of the three Indian Membeis of the 
Executive Council, there is generally only one gentleman who bus some 
experience of public life Wide two of them usually come from the 
service of the Government and they are as ignoiant of the conditions 
prevailing in the country, they are as ignorant of tlic real vi(‘ws and 
opinions of the people of this countr} , as the European gentlemen sitting 
on the Treasury Benches (Applause ) Again, Sir, can we expect that 
three Indians can give sound advice to the Viceroy? Can we under- 
stand that the thiee Indian Members can be m a position to know the 
feelings, the sentiments and the admimstrative problems of such a huge 
country as India? Again, Sir, out of these three, there is only one 
gentleman, as the representative of mv community, seven croreg of 
Muslims of India Now, Sir it is really absurd to think that one solitary 
Muslim Member of the Executive Council can represent the views of 
the seven crorcs of Muslims Has he got any means of knowing the 
problems of the Mussalmang of India or their feelmgs, car can he be aware 
of the real state of affairs of the Mussalmans? If unfortunatel) that 
'Member fails to secure the confidence of his co-roligiomste, or he happens 
to be an incapable man, or be happens to be a toy m the hands of his 
Secretary, then the cause of the Mussalmans of India not only remains 
unrepresented on the Executive Coimcil of the Viceroy, but great barm 
and injustice is done to the Mussalmans. Now, Sir, if this is the con> 
«titution of the admmistiative machinery, of this country, how can we 
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expect any efficiency as regards the administration of the finances of 
the country'^ It is high time that the Executive Council should be 
thrown into the melting pot (Hear, hear and applause ) I do not 
spenh of tlu individual Members of the Executive Council but I say 
collf(tiv(l) The whole Executive Council should be thrown into the 
melting pot and from that melting pot should emerge a Cabinet of states- 
men uith breadth of vision, with a strong backbone and with fixed prin- 
ciples and policies (Hear hear ) Tins is one of the great grievances 
winch I have to lay before the CoMrnment 

Now, Sir, another grievance, which is special to nij community and 
wtijch has been inflicted this \ear, is breach of faith on the part of the 
Jiritish Government When the British Government took over the rems 
of this country from the Moghul Emperors we wcie gueii an undei taking 
that no interference would be made in our religious Jaws What do wc 
find? We find, Sir, that in tin teeth of opposition fioiii all the important 
aections of the MusKalmans with the exception of a few anglicised Mussal- 
mans, wlioso exception only plo^es the nile, Government have tiamplcd 
upon the H'ligion of the Mussalinans, and by passing the Sarda Aet have 
made a great mterferenee, for which there is so much agitation m the 
country that only the othi i day the most important body of Mussalman 
theologians, namely, the Jamiat-ul-Ulema, addressed a loiter to His 
hXcelhiuy tin Vicerov, ncailv in the same terms na the ultimatum which 
was addies^ed by Mahutni.i Cramlhi Now, Sir, although pcrsonallv T do 
not like the programme of civil disobednnce whether started by Mahatma 
Gandhi or by Muhammadans — and I eonsidei thesi* movements detri- 
mental to the boflt interests of the country, but at the some time the 
fact remains that the Mussalmans are dissatisfied, Mussalmans who never 
take part in such movements according to whose religion such move- 
ments are not justified, even those Mussalmam have come to this desperate 
position, that they have sent an ultimatum to the Viceroy It is high 
time, Sir, that the Government of India made a declaration on the floor 
of this House before the Ist of April that they will mend this mistake 
and that they will satisfy the Mussalmans that flu British Government 
do not moan to interfere in their religion 

Mian Hohammid Sliah Kawaz (West Central Punjab Muhammadan) . 
How' are they to mend it? 

Maulvl Muha mm ad Yakub: I have already given notice of a Bill 
It IS very unfortunate that non-official Bills find it very difficult to find 
a place m the ballot and bo discussed in this House I have shown the 
method by which the Act can be amended 

Sir Hugh Oocka (Bombay : European) * If the I^aw Member approves 

Manlyi Mu h a mm ad Yakub: Another grievance of the Mussalmans 
against the Government is that they do not fulfil their pledge as regards 
representation of Mussalmans m the Government services Now’*, Sir, 
so far back as 1025 in replying to an address presented by the Mussalmans 
of ralcutta, Lord Reading, ex- Viceroy, made the following statement on 
let January, 1925 He said 

**n* ^he Ai^intmont of Mosaahaaot to the Services, aa you ere mware, 

wy Ooveinmont liave accepted the principle that ao cUse oi community should pre- 
dominate m the public services if nuelified mwt were otherviie available, and ray Gov- 
eminent have been actiix;? upon tnis unex«e|itl()l|able propoMtion in the past The 
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recommendations of the Lee Commission as regards Indianisation and for the constitution 
of a Public Services Commission and other factors have made it necessary to examine 
this question of the representation of communities in the Services and in central poets 
under the Government of India more closely, and this question is now under the consi- 
deration of my Government You may be assured that I shall carefully bear m mind 
the representation you have made upon this subject " 

Now, 1 ask the Government of India wbat consideration they have 
given to this qiu^etion eince the 1st January, 1925? How has the position 
improved bince that }ear‘^ The figures and statistics which were laid 
on the table of this House by the Treasury Benches themsehes show 
what iruproveineut they haw done m the matter Is it not a serious 
breach uf the undertaking givtu bj the Viceroy of India? This is due 
to the inefhciencv of the Government of India as constituted at present. 
Proceeding, Sir, about competitive examinations, Lord Reading said • 

“For most of the higher appointments recruitment by the system of competitive 
examination has been introdueed, but even under this system I understand that a special 
provision has been made to secure that the proportion of appointments to be filled by 
Musealmans shall in no case be less than one third ’* 

Mark the words, “proportion of Mussalmans will not be less than one- 
thircl’ Now Su ui answer to questions in thib House we und that 
the Government of India canioudage that statement They say, all tho 
mmority cominiinities are included m that one-tliird May I know, 
Sir, whether the (lovernment of India want to place seven crores ot 
Mussalmans m the same category and on the same footing as a few 
thousands of other small communities living in tins country ? Sir, these 
are grave and serious charges which are burning m the nnnde of Mussal- 
nmiib TJie other day when we were discusbing the Railway Budget, 
the Honourable Mr Hayman gave a solemn undertaking that he would 
look into tho mattei of the appointment of Mussalmans m tlie Railway 
services, and what is the lesiilt of that undertaking? May I inform 
Honourable Members'^ Only on the 11th March the Divisional Superiix- 
tendent of Delhi under the very nose of the Government of India, 
selected 75 candidates, out of which only 18 are Mussalmans This is the 
result of that solemn undertaking which was given by the Member of 
the Hallway Board Then we w^ere given undertakings and solcmm 
pledges by other Honourable Members of the Executive Council, but what 
do we hnd*’ We find that when new posts iu*e created or when a post 
falls vacant m a department in which no Mussalman has ever got a seat 
up to this time, that post is offered to and accepted by a member of 
another community And I assure Government that, for these posts, I 
am prepared to supply them with members of my community possessing 
as high qnalification-8, even higher qualifications, than the qualifications of 
the gentlemen to whom they want to offer those posts Now, Sir, if this 
is the state of affairs, how can it be expected that Mussalmans will be 
satisfied? 

Ibere is one more grievance of mine against the Government, and it 
is this, that Government, by subsidising the agencies which are creating 
and spreading agitation m^the country, are themselves responsible foe 
this agitation I want the Honourable the Finance Member to give me 
an undertaking on the floor of this House that not a single pie out of 

revenues of this country will be spent upon those agencies which, in 
the name ef news agencies, are carrying on propaganda work and (M’eating 
agitation in our country (An Honourable Member *‘Who are they?'^ I 
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iU 3 ed not name them They are too obvious to the Honourable Members 
of th(? House, they know them too well 

Now, fell, another point was raised as regards the holding of the Bound 
Table Conference, and an Honourable Member has given the advice to the 
(jo\t inrnent ot India that they should delay the holding of the Bound 
Tiiblr Conference I would only say to the Goveinincnt of India, ‘Save 
us fioiii our friends’ I toll the Goveniineiit that it is advice of fnends 
iikc theso that has cicated this state of affairs in tin* lountn ’I’he 
healthy atmosphere which was crcati d bv the finnouiKcincnt of His 
]<h\cellenoy the Viceioy, the hopes that wen kindled Jii tlic minds of 
iny countrymen after the aunounceinent that the settlerni nt ot our 
constitution is near at hand, those hopes are < ven now g( tting dun, and 
people are beginning to h'cl hopeless as to the ontcoim of the Round 
Table Conference, and if the Government would delay tlu* holding of the 
Bound Tabh' Confereiici. , it would be bettei no' to hold the Conference at 
all 


Sir, tho8c‘ riMHoris would ha\e been quite sulhcient foi me to i eject 
the Finance Bill Hut imfortunatel\ I am not an inesponsihle IVIember, 
like the Memheis of the Executive Council oi like the nominated 
Members of tins House 1 have got mv lebponsibility, Sir, and aftei 
linving fiassed the Budget and after having allowed the Government to 
spend cror(‘fl and croros of lupees, it would be simply illogical and absurd 
on iny part to lojeet the Finance Bill, and therefore, leiiutantlv, very 
Kductaiitlv, 1 will have to vote for the passing of this Bill 

Mr. W. S. Lamb (Burma I^hiropean) Sir, .iftei the lions cornea 
the lamb (Laughter) Sn, 1 rise to support the motion before the 
Hou8(‘ When speaking on the general discussion of the Budget, I said 
t*hat, when this time came, I would bless the Finanee Member for his 
propiHaJ to nunit 25 per cent, of the* net' e\poi( duty tl Tok Kyi 
iinfortiinatoly is not hero, and I am sure the House will regiet to learn 
that ho 18 still somewhat of an invalid In bis ubseneo I was very glad 
to hear Mr Noogy, whom I have at all times lulmired for his industry 
and advocacy of any theme in w'hich he takes an interest Sir I do not 
propose to follow' Mr Neogy into a demonstration of the distresst*d condi- 
tion of the nee business in Burma Honourable Members have heard the 
appeals irom the elected Members* from Burma, and I hope they will 
be good enough to applaud this proposal of the Honourable the Finance 
Member Now, Sir, my particular desire in the first place is to thank 
very heartily our Honourable friend the Finance Member Thirty lakbt 
JB not a \orv large sum, of which possibly 25 lakhs would go to Burma, 
it 18 not a large sum when we are dealing with crores, but it is very 
welcome Now this time T wish to have the a<>surance from the Honour- 
able the Finance Member for whicli I had aaked m the general disoussm* 
of the Budget, namely, that when possible during this year if he gets 
bumper returns accruing to the Central Government which many Members 
think he is going to have, he will, without any delay remit the remainder 
of this tax T have no hesitation m asking for that assurance for, in 
Bu SHtement of Objects and Reasons to Bill, there is much less 
warmth m his reference to this particular proposal than in bis speech- 
oir, f truht flint that difiference has no significance 
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Now, Sir, Burma is very much ui need of a certain sum for meeting 
4he cost of research in rice, and I believe it is possible that, at no distant 
■^date, a proposal will come from the Burma Government that they be 
allowed to put on a nee cess 1 trust that, if sucli a proposal comes to 
the Government of India, they will give it their approval and sanction 
w'lthout delay As I mentioned a \oai or two ago, when I w^a« speaking 
on the same subject, 1 undeistand that the Secretary of State gave his 
full approval to a tiix of this natme, and therefore there should be no 
delay in sanctionuig il 

Now, Sir, L desiie to make i few i cm arks about the oil business 
Kxcept hib refcience, in a sriiall pai.igiaph m his speech, we have heard 
notliing fioiu the Honoiiiable the Finance Member, and 1 should like, 
il possible, to draw from liini toda\ a cleai statement ot symputhv with 
the snial] oil companies In snppoiting amendments T have made appeals 
to tile Government, and 1 have pointed out what a heavy biiideu this 
additional taxation is 1 said fnrthei, that we had every reason to i^xpect 
that, \eiv shortlv, tluy ma\ suffer vt-i> heaw losses owing to a war in 
the selling lates ot kcrostm*, and in making this furthei ap})(.id to the 
Honourable tin Finance MeudaT and to the House, I would <lraw their 
attention to llu* fait th<it, m tin* Government of India Hosohition to 
tlie Tariff Jloard's Boport, then is this 

“If, however, the piice war had not <omo to an end it would have t>een necwssaiy 
to examine tiie question whether my sttps should lie taken on national giounds to safe 
guarding the two companies which were not within the pool, that is, the Iiido Hurm/i 
Petroleum Conqiany and the Attock Oil Company 

Sir, I trust the Honourable the Commerce Member will keei) a i lose 
eye on the kerosene market, and thnt be will bear in mind that it wai 
the Tariff Jloard, not mculv the Oil Com])anieb, who mspireil tlu state- 
ment which I have just read 

1 c<’mc now, Sii, befoit I sit (hwin, to a ihity which 1 have to p* rlorm 
to myself, to the European Giou[) and to the House In the debate last 
week on clause 7, my Honourable friend Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas 
accused me of some foul deed, and having done so he proceeded to casti- 
gate Members of the Euiopean Group in language which, I think, the 
House will agree, was insulting and entirely unworthy of this Honourable 
House T put it no more strongK than that Sir. I have here the 
official rjeport of my speech untouched, and I propose to read my remarks 
to the House 

Mr. President: Order, order, I am afiaid the Honourable Member is 
not in order. 

Mi. W. S. Lamb: Sir, 1 think I should have an opportunity of explain- 
mg matters 

Mr. President: 1'hc Honourable Member should have taken the oppor- 
tumtv at the proper time 

Mr. W. S. Lamb: I had already taken 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member might get up next year and 
w’ould want to reply to some of the speeches made today 

Mr. W. 8. Lamb: Sir, I had already spoken, and I could not get an- 
other opportunity 

Mr. P r esi den t I The Honourable Member could have risen to mdke a 
personal explanation 
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Mr. W. S. Lamb: Surely, Sir, considering what was said by the- 
Honourable Member, I am entitled to reply to him He accused me of — • 
I have forgotten his exact words — but he could not possibly have used 
stronger language than that regarding myself and the Group I have had 
no opportunity of meeting his charges 

Mr, President: Tlie Honourable Member had ample opportunity. The 
Honourable Member is always entitled to nse m his seat to make a per- 
Honal explanation The Honourable Member did not do so, and he cannot, 
after five nr six dn\s, come to this House and sa\ that he wants to meet 
a certain charge made against him 

Mr. W. S. Lamb: Sir, 1 must bow to your ruling But I would like 
to say this I refrained from attempting to make any statement until 
I secured the real ofTicia) copy of my speech I had certainly no know* 
ledge that I Nvmild not be .illowi'd to put before tlu' House what 1 have to 
say exactly 

The AKsembly adjourned for lameh till Twenty Minutes to Three of the 
Clock 


The AsHi'iiiblv re assembled after Lunch at Twenty Minutes to Three 
of the (Mock, Mr I’rosident m the Chau 


Mr. Prasad Singh (\lii/attai pm cum Champaran Non-Muham- 

madan) 8ii, while speaking on the Finance Bill last year, 1 ventured to 
point out to Government eertain existing anomalies and defects in the 
Indian lucome-iax law which operate as hardships upon the assessees, and 
my present speech is m connection with the same subject , and as the 
Finance Bill asks this House to grant supplies, 1 think this is a proper 
opportunity for me to put mv views on record This subject, Sir, may 
not be as exciting as the Salt Diuiiand, for instance, winch some of us 
wore anxious to reach the other day, ns giving an opportunity for strong 
speeches, but I venture to point out that the grievances of a large class 
of persons who have to pay income tax need occasional ventilation m this 
House, especially now when we are called upon to sanction money to 
Government under the Finance Bill Sir, you will recognise that, under 
the constitution of this i louse and the Rules of IToceduic, it m not easy 
for private Members successfully to carry through private Bills, especially 
at the fag end of the life of this Assembly Wo have therefore to do 
our best under the limitations imposed upon us I shall now proceed to 
indicate, as briefly as I can. some of my Huggostions in this connection 
At the outset T must say that 1 do not approve of piece-meal interference 
with the Indian income-tax low, as soems to bo the practice My Hon- 
ourable friend, the Finance Member, while mtrtxlucing an Income-tax Bill 
on the 18th IMLniary last, thought it proper to offer an apology to this 
House “foi th<> almost weekly introduction of a new Income-tax amend- 
ment Bill” T think it would be more appropriate to bring forward a 
somewhat com()rohensivo amendment of the law , a consolidating Bill, and 
to remedy those defects and ambiguities that ma\ be found to exist, and 
to remove the genuine grievances of the assesseos I shall now proceed 
deal w’lth some of the matters that in my opinion call for revision 
While cofetii incurred for earning an income are allowed by law to be 
deducted under sections 10 11 and 12 of the Income-tax Act, it is 
anomalous to find that scndion 8 docs not provide for allowing anv cost 
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for collecting interests on securities or on debentures from Treasuries and 
Banks In the case of Forbes v the Commissioner of Income-tax, Bihar 
and Orissa, which was decided by the Patna High Court on the 6th May, 
1929 (10 PaUia Law ftmea page 124) the question raised was as to whe- 
ther the assessce, who had paid to hig bankers certain commission for the 
realisation of interest on the Go\('innient socuntK's held by him, is or 19 
not entitled to claim that the amount paid to the bankers by way of 
commission should be d(duct('d fioiii the interest ri'ceiMible on those 
securities, and that the income-tax should be charged only on the sum 
Hctualh ucened h\ him The view taken hv the Tn(*ome-tax Department 
was that, under section 8, the (ax is pavablo not on the amount actually 
receivfd h\ the assessee but on the interest receivable by him on the 
becuntics held b\ him WliHc holding against the assessi o on a strict 
Intel pi ' tation of the cxistmiz law on the point, the High Court Judge was 
constrained to make the following obsoivation in this judgment which is 
significant He said 

“It iu.i\ }i()\\t\cr l*e ')l)sei\ed tli.il if the (iso was to Po decided on equitable con- 
RuJoratoins done, i)ie potitionei lud no doidit a good case, hut the case lin» to be 
deci(tr>d uith lefeiencf’ to th( law m foice niid ill I can sav is that this cape brings 
into piononcnce one of tlie oloious de(u letu les in the picsent law ’’ 

This is the observation of a High Court Judge, and it ought to carry 
weiizld w'ltli the Government 

Sir 1 come to section 23 of the Income-tax Act, and here I may say 
that the a^sesst'es living luontl} m the country Hide and ignorant of the 
technicalities of (he law ate not being properly helped in the matter of 
filling m their returns 'J’he income-tax officer veiv often lakes advantj^ge 
of sonu tcclinical defects <uid ujects the return and plrocecds to make a 
bummuiv assessiiunt, wIikIi (annot be called mio cjiiestion In my opinion 
an asstssment shoidd be made summard). under seclion 23 (4) only when 
the ttsbi ssee does not file a return at all, or fails to produce accounts and 

books, ()i other evidtncc in suppoit of his return, and not for filing a 

mereh teehmcallv invalid return which can easily bo remedied in the 
course of assessment proceedings, such as under section 22 (8) of the Act, 
and an amendment of the sKtion on these lines appears to be desiralile 

I need hardly remind Honourable Members that, if under section 23 (4) 

the income-tax officer makeh the assessment "to the best of his judgment" 
the assessce is deprived of his right of appeal, and this I would submit i8 
unjust The assessce should not be put m a worse position than one 
against wJioui an t’jr paite deereo has been passed in a civil court Ho 
should be allovsed to challenge the ordei as bad and erroneous 

I now pass on to section 30 of the Income-tax Act In my opinion 
this section presents an anomaly in the case wlierc an nesessee denies his 
habihtv to be assessed under the Act, such as where an assessee lives 
outside British India, but the income-tax officer insists on his view that 
he I'i a resident in British India In such a case, I think it is only just 
and equitable that an appeal should be allowed But the High Court of 
Lahore in the ease Dunichand v Commissioner of Income-tax reported in 
Indian Law lieports, 1929, Lahore, vol 10, page 596, remarked that it i» 
for the Legislature to provide a remedy for the cure of this hardship. 

It is obviously desirable that the remedy should be provided in the Act 
itself instead of driving him to the expensive and protracted proceedingn 
of a regular suit 

Section 82 (1) provides that in certain cases mentioned m it an assessee 
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/'may appeal to the Commissioner within 30 days of the making of such 
order" by the Assistant Commissioner But m many cases the dates of 
the order aie not given and very often orders are passed considerably after 
Ihe arguments are heard and behind the back of the assessee, and also 
there is no provision m law for communicating the oider to the assessee 
lesult iH that by the time he comes to know of the ordei, the period 
of 30 days passes aw'ay and he is left without a remedy I would accord- 
ingly suggest that, in section 32 (1), it may be provided that the assessee 
may appeal to the Commisbioner "within 30 da\s of the date on which ho 
18 served with the notice ot such order" The suggested change will 
liring the provision of section 32 (1) m hiu* with section 66 (2) in c oniiec 
lion with which I had the honour of moving a similar amendment on the 
20th Febriiar;y last, whuh was accepted by my Honourable fru'nd the 
Finance Mcrnlicr on hdialt of the (loverniiunt The aiceptanee of that 
umendmeiit has iein()\«'d a genuine grievance of the assessees for which 
they aie no doubt thankful 

Bi'ction 33 (1) piovi(lt*s that the C’ommiHsionei inav of his own motion 
call tor the icioid of any proceeding under this Act and so on 1 should 
like to suggest tlu' addition that the (’ornniissioner may. of his own 
motion, or on being movc'd by the assessee, tall for the recoid When an 
assessci' sends an appluation b\ post to the Commissioner whoso oHice is 
far away, it is a real hardship that such application ig summarily rejected, 
tvilhout the assessee being heard The assessoc does not expect that the 
ecord should bo called for m every case, but he should certainly be heard 
jefore his application is thrown out It should ac'cordinglv be provided 
diat the f'omrmssi inci shall not pa'«s anv order prc'judieial to an a^ssessoe 
■^r rt'jec t his apfihcntion without hearing him or giving him a reasonable 
:)pportunity of bang hcnid 

J shall now nickc one f>bsei\ation on section C) Asgessca's otten 
experience great hardship in having to deposit the full amount of tax 
when their appeals are pending The appellate nuthontv is reluctant to 
grant stnv of realisation of tax on the plea that no such powder is given 
under the law I would therefore suggest an amendment in section 45 
which would empower the appellate authoritv or the Commissioner, as the 
ease inav he to order stav of realisation of tax on such tenns as may 
be directed 

Sir, with regard to section 50, I have only one word to sa> Why 
should the thrown plead limitation against an assessee for an amount 
wrongfully withheld? Or why the period of limitation should not be 
e xtended to three vears? Or again there should be a provision to set off 
the sum for later \eHr8 Under the Contract Act, a debt barred by 
limitation can in certain c.isea be recouped by the creditor out of the 
amount received when there is no specific direction to appropriate it to a 
particular debt Limitation strikes at the remedy, but not the right 

Sir, section 66 of the Income-tax Act is an important section, and I 
should like to make one or two remarks on it In the first place I would 
submit that the fee of Bs 100 for making a reference to the High Court 
IS too high and it should be reduced to Bs 10 or Rs 15 In a rich 
eountiy like England the fee prescribed is 20 shillings only, (vtdr section 
349(c) of the Fnglish Act, 1918) It mav be replied that the fee is put 
down at Bs 100 m order to discourage frivolous applications But this 
is absurd We must take into consideration the assessee 'g expenses in- 
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expenses, which is inevitable m taking a case to the High Court It may 
also be argued that section 66 (2) provides a fee of Ks 100 or such lesser 
sum as may be prescribed But no lesser sum has been prescribed under 
the Act, or any rule made thereunder, at least so far as my province is 
concerned , and so in practice the maximum fee of Rs 100 is, I understand, 
demanded in every case Again it seems only reasonable that this fee 
should be deposited only after the Commissioner passes an order accepting 
the contention of the assessee to make a reference to the High Court 
This will save the assessce the trouble and expense of withdrawing the fee 
if the Commissioner rejects his application 

Heie I may also mention that m a great many cases no interest is 
paid to the asKessee for the tax \\rongfully lealised from him by an assess- 
ment \\hich has been modi bed in appeal or revision In all fairness 
interest at the court lale shoiihl be allowed But the law is silent on 
the point, and m practice' no mleie'-tt is allowed at all m a great many 
cases 

Another remark which i should like to make on section 66 is this. 
The present procedure of approaching the High Couit and the Commis- 
sjoner simultaneously is cumber'^ome, anomalous and m practice works 
hardship I think in no other system of law is such a procedure provided* 
The asaessee uaturallv is under the impression that he would go to the 
High Court after he has exhausted his remedy before the Commissioner, 
and m a great manj cases, when ho obtains the Commissioner’s order, and 
wants to go to the High Court, he finds to his bewilderment that his 
reined} is barred I vould accordingly suggest the insertion of necessary 
amendments in this section on the lines indicated above 

Last year, Sir, 1 suggested that in computing the period of limitation ^ 
prescribed for an appeal or for an application under section 66 the day oa 
which the order comjilained of was made and the time requisite for 
obtaining a copy of such order shall be excluded I am glad that this 
has been done, and a source of legitimate complaint on the part of the 
assessce has been lemoved 

Sir, these are some of my mam suggestions on the Income-teuc law, 
and now I should bring my remarks to a close But before resuming my 
seat, 1 would add one word more Cinder the Income-tax law, or more 
t'orrectly under the Finance Act, an annual income of less than Rs 2,000 
18 free from incoine-tax Why ^ Obviously because it le thought that an 
income of less than Rs 2,000 is just sufficient for the maintenance 
of a man and his family, and he is not m a position to spare anything aa 
income-tax But as soon as his income reaches or exceeds even a little 
over Rs. 2,000, he is made to pay not only on the excess but on the 
whole amount including the sum exempted from income-tax Suppose 
a person’s income is, say, Rs 2,800, I would suggest that Rs 2,000 
which IS intended to be just sufficient for his and his fnmilv’s maintenance 
should, on grounds of equity and fair play, be excluded from the in- 
come-tax, and the tax should be levied on Rs 300 only which is deemed 
to be in excess of hts minimum requirements In England the income-tax 
is levied on the above principle, and there are shares prescribed for the 
actual requirements of the family members and dependents, §0^ 
shares are excluded from the income-tax I would auggc'^t that some fv "t 
principle may be introduced in our system also, and a much needed relief 
be given to the asaessee Sir, this i« about all I have got to say now, and 
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I hope Government will be pleased to give some indications as to what 
steps they propose to take to remedy the state of things which I have 
pointed out 

Mr. M. K. Achaiya: Sir, I wish to repeat what my Honourable friend 
Mr lianga Iyer so ably put forward, namely, that this is an occasion on 
which we ought, on principle, to raise this giound of grievances before 
supplies I do not, of course, propose to go m detail into all the many 
items into which my Honourable friend so eloquently went, but I believe 
as of late a Member, like him, of a party which once had the honour of 
being the most important party m this House, as one who had parti- 
cipated m demonstrating concretely that principle in this House, namely, 
of throwing out the Finance Bill on the general ground of larger grievances 
of the country being unheeded b\ the CJoveninient, I desiie to take this 
opportunity once more to re-emphasise that principle, and to sa\ that 
there is a great burden lesting upon the shoulders of v\tr\ out of us iiere 
who IB an elected Member tliat he oiiglit, if possible on this occasion, 
to show not only to tlie Government, but to the country at large, and 
also to the wliolo world, that there are grievances felt by the people of 
India on a very large senile w^hich w^ould justify, and amply justify, the 
application of the principle that the Finance Bill ought to be i ejected 
today I kne>w, Sir, the Government may be feeling in their heart of 

hearts, “Jvct these people say what they like we shall do what we 
choose, there are plenty of votes at our back and call, and it does not 
matter what a few of these Members mn> choose to say on jiniiciple” 

I am not concerned v\nth that aspect of the qiu'stion, witli siucesg or 
failure well-gotten or lU-gotten, and who can den> that success \ci\ often, 
in this Houee is ili-gotten? But that does not alTect me vtiy much 
1 am here to make m> humble appeal to every elected Member who has 
to go to the country, it is our duty to go to the country and it is our 
duty to go and ttdl every one who is an electoi and every one who ib 
not an elector, to every one m the countiy it is our duty to say that we 
have done all we can, that we have taken eveiy possible step w^e can, 
that we have taken every advantage of the new constitution under which 
we are working to press upon Government the larger grievances of the 
people, and to say that we will not participate in what I must call the 
force of votmg away huge sums of money and in granting supplies to a 
Government that, so far as I can see, do not seem even to care to inquire 
what exactly are the grievances complained of 

8 ir, we are thankful to you for having allow’ed us to ventilate some 
of our grievances on the floor of this House but Sir, what has been 
the response on the other side? So far, not one of the major grievances 
put forth on the floor of this House has been answered seriously Sir, 
at the very beginning of the second reading of the Finance Bill, we raised 
the larger question of the Government's failure to make a satisfactory 
response to the larger political demands of the country I wonder 
whether it was taken senously, and whether there was any senoua reply 
made to it either by the Finance Member or bv the Home Member or 
by any Member of the Government. T diould like to know, first of all, 
if this 18 all our business— for us to say what we like and for the Govern- 
ment to do what they please at the end If that is so, we might as 
well be spared all th>s farce; for, X, for one, am not very anxious to 
lieor mv own voice in this House Therefore, unless some major griev- 
ances expressed on the floor of this House are being dealt with seriously 
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the Pepartmenfcs concerned, unless some senous answer is bemg given 
to the questions rallied on the floor of this House, it is idle to say that 
this 18 an occasion on which each one of iig may ventilate all our griev- 
ances Of course, I, for one, should not feel very much aggrieved if 
for instance difficulties felt by income tax asseesees over the working of 
a particular section here or of a particular section there aie of a serious 
character It is a point of detail, which nught be remedied elsewhere 
than probably now and on the flooi of the House But on the larger 
•questions, 1 repeat, in which verily all, or the bulk of the people are 
concerned if Government MeInbel‘^ simply hear and pretend to hear, 
and then do not even condescend to give a leply on the points uused, 
I do not believe that we are treated fairly or that the constitution is 

heing worked m the manner in w^hich it ought to be worked 

'lake this very simple example, namel>, this debate as it is called 
3pm Finance Bill Of course 1 do not blame an) particular 

individual In fact I am thankful to )ou for ha\mg allowed 
U8 one extra da) lor discusbiiig this Finance Bill As origmall) planned 
by Government, the discussion of the Finance Bill would probably have 

come to an end on the 22nd But 1 am just iiusmg tins general point 

'I’here were 12 da)s given foi the wFole of this Budget, 2 (ln)s for what 
was called the general discusbioii of the Budget, da)s on the voting 
of Demands for Grants, and 5 days for the passing of the Finance Bill 
I put it to you, Sir, m all seriousness, do this Ooverninent expect the 
Civilised world, expect any mtelligent man to belic\e that this is anything 
other than a farce? We are asked to vote away some 130 ciores of rupees 
upon various demands oven eoceluding military oxpeiidituie Nearly a 
hundred Demands are put forward in the huge book that is placed m the 
hands of every Member of tins House containmg the detailed estimates 
and Demands for Grants And w^e know — I do not blame any particular 
Member of Government — but we know'^ that we have hardly tune even 
to take up one or two Demands and discuss all the motions under 
them And I wish the Deputy President were present here now He 
said that we passed all the Demands for Grants and voted the expen- 
diture I do not think that we ever voted the expenditure or anything 

Ilk© it We know there is an automatical way of passing it all, on the 

last day the guillotine falls and then we are forced to go through the 

farce automatically Everything is put to the vote, and la declared to 
have been earned I do not know if there is any other country in tha 
world where this would be called voting the demands for expenditure 
made by the Executive Government There may be some few occasions; 
I dare say it may be impossible in an^ legislature under the sun for every 
demand put forward by the executive to be scrutinised carefully and 
passed leisurely, but I do not believe that there would be any legislature 
which has got anything like a responsible machmery working m it, where 
^ou will have this kind of thing, where we say what we like on this Uiing 
and that thing, and at the end the whole thing is supposed to have been 
yiaaeed How are we responsible to grant the money for expenditure 
which hag been passed m this way, not by us but by the automatio work* 
Ing of some rule? It is just the same autocracy now as in the old days, 
Hiough I was not here then and was not connected with the then Budgets 
of the Government of India I repeat, It is ell an automatic machinery 
for which we are not responsible. Our views are not heeded; and 
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iberefore morally speaking — whatever the legal technicality may be — 
morally speaking I do not grant the proposition that this House has voted 
the demands for expenditure, and that this House is bound therefore to 
grant supplies m order to meet that expenditure Morally, y,e have not 
voted the expenditure, and morally therefore we are not bound to pass 
this h’mance Bill Therefore, on that one ground that we are not given, 
under the present constitution, ample opportunities either for passing the 
demands for expenditure oi for scrutinising and passing the Finance Bill, 
on that one ground alone, 1 think we should be ariipl^ justified in reject- 
ing the Finance Bill That is to sav, m so far ns v\e are concerned, we 
decline to have anything to do with the Finance Bill 1 am quite well 
aware, and everybody knows, that whether we pass the Finance Bill or 
do not pass it, it will become the Finance Act, that the (lovernor General 
is vested with ample powers under tlu Act to certilv and pass tins Bill 
mto law Jiut I am stressing the moral ground that, \\hate\er may be 
the tetihnical nsiicet of tilings, w'e are morally hound to reject the Bill, 
wc are rnorallv (ntilk<l and indeed bound to fori i' tlu* Govirnoi General 
to ccitily tlie Finance Bil) ami on his sole anthontv to p.iss it Why 
all this laiee of saying that we are parties to it, that the Legislature 
has been consulted and has approved of the Finunei* Bill, that, after 
serious delihcMtion and approval, all th^se taxes are imposed^ 1 tlimk, 
8ir, that it is a travesty of the truth and I do not see whv we should go 
to the coiintr} and make the people believe that we aie really responsible 
for the passing of tins Finance Bill 

These, 8ir, are some of the passmg reflections that came into rn> inmd 
when I hoard the Deputy President say that thi grants for exp(*ndituro 
had boon voted, and that we niii^-t pa^s tlu Finance Bill We did not 
vote at nil the demands for expenditure and wt* aio not morallV hound to 
pass this Finance Bill By our not passing the Finance Bill it is not 
going to cease being jiassed Now, I repeat that it is our duty 

Ifaulvl Muhammad Takubr Bepetition 'is not allowed Take your 
second point 

Mr. K. s;. Acharya: 1 repeat that it is our duty to insist on Govern- 
ment giving proper replies to some of our major grievances, and it la 
our further duty, not having had anything like a proper or satisfactory 
response from (^veniment, to tell Government, in what telling manner 
we can tell, that we shall not paes the Finance Rill That is the only 
way m which w'e shall be discharging our duty to our electors That la 
the one way m which we shall be acting in a manner which will be 
worthy of the country whose interests we are supposed to be safeguardmg. 
Tlu'rr are other things besides the larger political questions mto which 
1 said I shall not enter today There are ver> many other matters also* 
What hae been the action of Gkivemment, of this very responsive Gov- 
ernment, with regard to the oomplamts made by Honourable Members 
her® about the trouble to which Indians are put m Ceylon? What has 
been the action or response of Government with regard to the complaints 
made about ttie troubles of Indians settled m South Africa? These are 
all matters which certainly, at the time of the Budget, at the time 
when Government come down to us for supplies, ought to receive aa 
careful and as sympathetic a handling from Government as possible*. 
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I do not know if there has been, any answer to these questions that have 
been raised m this House Even when we do all that we can to get 
6 ome kind of sympathetic response to the most pressing problems in the 
country, to the way in which people are arrested for political offences, to 
the way m which they are tried, to the waj in which they are sentenced 
and so on, nothmg m the way of a satisfactory solution to these problems 
is at hand The Finance Member maj think that his only duty is to 
tell us how much money is required to carrj on the Government of the 
country during the coming jeai, and ask us to vote that money. Prob- 
ably that may be his stnct legitimate w'ork But we look upon him as a 
Member of Government, as part and parcel of a big Go\ eminent, and it 
the whole of that Government fails m its responsibility, I do not think 
he can have much reason to complain that we do not accede to his 
wishes or look upon his demands from the puiely hnancial standpoint 
I find Sir Frank Noyce looking hard at me, but I am going to ask 
him what has happened to the Resolution passed in this House last 
September in regard to lading the stable foundations upon which respon- 
sible Government alone can be established in this country It has been 
kicked mto the air hke a piece of cotton This House passed the Reso- 
lution, saying that this Government should take steps to establish fully 
autonomous Panchavats all over the country, and thug begm responsible 
governmtent at the lowest unit, and then develop it mto the districts, and 
then m the provinces and then in the whole of India It was a Reso- 
lution passed by the votes of almost all the elected Membefs of this House, 
in spite of the Government using all their strength agamst that Reso- 
lution What has been done? Has anything been planned? Nothing, 

I suppose If this 18 the way m which the Resolution of this House 
IS treated by the Government, why should w^e now be asked to vote all 
this huge sum of money to the Government, and why should we support 
the T'mance Bill at all ^ That, Sir, is a question for which I should hke 
to have a definite answer from the Government It is no use saying, 
money is badlj wanted, retrenchment is impossible, and things of that 
kind Our question is, why have not certain definite Resolutions of this 
House been earned out and why have not certain definite grievances 
been looked into by the Government If you do not care to look 
mto our grievances and carrj out our Resolutions, w^hy do you come to 
us and ask us to vote any supplies^ You can pass the Finance Bill 
yourself and >ou can save your trouble and our trouble We can go home 
earlier and you can certify It is very humiliating for us to be told, 
“You must pass this Bill, we want money at once, so you must pass 
this m one hour or in one day” It is due entirely to you, Sir, that you 
have extended the Sesaicm by five more days and have given ug a little 
more tune to cry out Ours may be a voice m the wilderness, but it is 
some consolation that we have got the chance of crying out on behalf of 
the many, many nrulbons whom we are supposed to represent 

I o(mie now to the Finance Bill itself There are a lew points which 
I would want id sbrutmise First comes the saH duty Our old friend 
IS kept bn Government say that, at some time, pei^aps at the Greek 
Kalehds, they will remove it. The Honourable Sir George Schuster may 
not be here ^en I was talking i^U now only of the Finance Member 
and not Sir Ghorge Sohueter who, I knowj has got a very eweet face, a 
ifvtf vwM Tnhgue; hnll that ie eNahtly what dSaanna ue, ^idiak eonoeaki 

■TdmAfimAO fhA thriMfa Via envAa frt tin ’PTnanAVAt* CXmrvratt 
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lay not be here, but some other Finance Member may be here, and we 
> not know whether he is going to abohsh this salt tax. All that I need 
ly now IS that the salt duty is kept on this year exactly where it was 
.St year, m spite of all our protests. We have been saying that the 
lit monopoly is unjustified, cmd yet the Government thrusts it on us 
^hat can we do? They say, it is very handy, it gives 6 or 7 crores to 
lem and it is a very paying item m their revenue and they cannot give 
up and because the Government find it handy, therefore this tax must 
) kept on m spite of its iniquity, in spite of the fact that it is a tax 
i the poorest man. It may be one pie or half a pie I am not a 
lancier and God forbid that I should ever become one in my life But 
hether it is half a pie or quarter of a pie (Interruption) — wish to live 
r higher ideals and not care for rupees, annas and pies — why should 
e poorest man be taxed? This is very repulsive That may be the 
hies of commercialism I am not enamoured of comzqercialism , I leave 
at there. 

Bir, the next item I wish to refer to is about the various kinds of 
ities on silver and other things They are not even as much as they 
are last year They are raised The duty on silver is raised The duty 
i sugar and so many other things is raised, there is now increased 
xation and for what? What is the return for this increased taxation 
jbody has told us about it Government are merely pleased to say that 
ore money is wanted Then there is the income-tax Many speakers 
ve already referred to it, and I do not want to go into any detail So 
ere is no reduction anywhere, except perhaps on what they call the 
port of nee from India or something like that But there is an increase 
taxation all round The duty on kerosene is raised Therefore, if you 
into the details of the Bill, the net result is that there is larger 
xation this year than there was last year The Finance Member asks 
to agree to larger taxation Shall we do so, because there is greater 
iression in the country? There ha« been nothing gamed during the 
.st year, but there is to be larger taxation Nothing gained or only 
nus quantity on the side of political privileges and economic advance 
d things of that kmd, and on the other side, there is more expenditure, 
>re taxation It appears to me, therefore, that, so long as we have 
. power or responsibility in our hands, I do not see how any elected, 
any non-official Member for that matter, should say that the money 
1st be found I do not understand the word **mu8t*' at all It is for 
3 Government to find the money. We have no responsibility We 
not incur the expenditure We are not therefore morally bound to 
d the money. All this “must,*’ I am unable to understand Sir 
>orge Schuster knows how to find the money Therefore it appears to 
3 that considering the manner in which the Government have treated 
, willingly or unwillingly — it does not matter whether deliberatelv or 
herwise — considering the manner in which we have been treated, it 
ee not lie in the mouth of the Ooveriiinent to say,. “You are hrespon- 
>le people, we a^ for more money and you do not give us “ I do 
t believe Government can bring ttiat charge nor that we should be 
•aid of being told that we are ktesponsible After all, the simple 
oblem Is there. We give the money in return for what? Is it in 
turn for the many grievances wUdh my friend Maulv? OCuhammea 
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YaJrub has put forward? He has stated that there ib not sufficient Muslim 
representation in the services and so on I shall not go into those 
details What is the measure of our responsibility? Are we to go down 
on bended knees and say, “Yee we shall vote all the money that you 
want, because when meeting in the lobby you will say, I expected better 
irom you*'? Supposing some gentleman on the other side says, **I expect- 
ed better from you," is that a reason whj I should fall on bended knees? 
Surely we all expected better from the Government In this respect I 
w'ouJd take a leaf out of their book and treat with equanimity ^^atever 
18 said about us We shall tell them, "Mind your business and 

try to find money in your own way and we shall not be in any way 

responsible for it" It is all very well for any Government Member to 
meet in the lobby and say, that any one of us has become a bad boy 

1 say we have a lesson to learn from them They do not care for what 

we say and let us not care for what the> say Therefore I would make 
a strong appeal to all my non-ofiicial friends, because we are passing 
through critical times, because the Honourable the Law Member will not 
open hip eyes, the Honourable the Home Member will not open his eyes 
and recognise what we want Consid^ing the attitude, the unyieldmg 
attitude of the Government, the unreasonable, obstmate attitude of the 
Government, towards the most reasonable demands of the most reason- 
able Members ot this House — should we alone go down on bended knees 
and sav that the Finance Bill must be passed today? If the Finance 
Bill IB not passed, the mdlowners will suffer, take care, the deluge will 
flow upon their heads This is what they say 

And that is another trick to compel some to vote for the Finance Bill 
The two things should have been separated, the Tariff Bill should have 
been brought at some other time or in some other environment I do not 
see why the two things should be jumbled together, why we should be 
asked to pass the Finance Bill today, and then take up the Tariff Bill. 
I know what is in the mmds of many of those who are anxious about the 
Tariff Bill The feeling is that Government cannot drop the Finance Bill, 
but they may drop the Tariff Bill They are bound to go on with the 
Finance Bill, and in some way or other, put it on the Stetute-book; bub 
the Tariff Bill for the millowners, what will become of it? I consider theae 
are very immoral ways m which various influences are brought to bear 
upon us I hope my friends will stand against any such temptation, direct 
or indirect, and will stick to this one principle that, until we beootne 
actually responsible m some measure for this huge expenditure of money, 
and until we are in a position to tell those whom we represent that we 
are really safeguarding their mterests and we shall act m a manner which 
will be m the best mterests of those who send us here, until we are in 
a position to say that, I think we ought simply to tell Government, "We 
thank you for the opportunity given to us for makmg the speeches we have 
to make, but the Finance Bill will have to be passed on your own responsi- 
bility; you have given us no power and we shall not take upon us the 
burden you have oast upon our shoulders". I hope my non-official friers 
will realise this, and not only make this Government understand, but the 
Government in England understand, so that they can eradicate this anomidy 
at as early a date as possible. We must make Qovemm^t hem and 
the Home Government understand that we have no real coi^tutional 
power; when we get true power, we shall exercise It truly, but now vffieii 
we have not that true responsibility, we do not |hop^ to ex^KSiiiA any; 
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and we lay the whole responsihility on the shoulders of the Government. 
'I'he Finance Bill must be their own responsibility and we have nothing to 
do with it Let us either vote against it, or not vote at all Let them 
take the lull responsibility, foi w^e cannot morally — and is it not also 
legally — I do not know wdiat the legal aspect of it is — we cannot morally, 
1 am sure, take any re sponsibilitv As the Government, as at present con- 
stituted, are indifferent to the best interests ot the people, and spend as 
they please the money voted by this House, and onlj ask for more and 
more money, I therefore think that it is the dut) of ever\ elected Member, 
who has got any self-respect, to tell the Government, point blank, that he 
shall not be a party to this very unfair and immoral transaction 

Mr. Amar Hath Dutt (Burdwan Division Non-Muhammadan Kural) 
Sir. w'e have been asked to give our support to the Finance Bill by the 
Honourable the Finance Member Section by section, amendments have 
been brought forward, they were argued to the best of the ability of the 
Mover, but the\ failed to create any impression upon the Members of the 
Treasury Benches We have been asked to supply the money that is 
necessary to oanv on the administration Who are we here? What is our 
position? Have w'e real power to deny them the money that they waht 
through this Finance Bill? No, we have not Then why this mockery? 
You may say that we have 104 elected Members No doubt we have, but 
they include Members belonging to special interests such as the European 
Group, (Chambers of Commerce and Landholders, and if you omit them 
\ou will find that the real representatives of the people in this House are 
an insignificant minority Forty of them owe then seats to, and have 
liopu characterised by my Honourable friend over there, Mr Banga Iyer, 
as having for their constituency the Viceregal Lodge One such Member 
was annoyed at the remarks made by my Honourable friend, but the fact 
nimains that these nominated Members owe ihcir seats to the Govern- 
ment Under the circumstances, would it not have been better foi \ou 
to ask, w’hen you move for the acceptance of the Finance Bill, to ask the 
real representatives of the people to abstain from voting? No, under the 
rules and procedure of this Assembly, every one of us can vote, although 
in case of the Public Accounts Committee we have a rule that only the 
elected representatives will vote But in that case, the Government ask thj 
elected Members only to vote, because, as my Honourable fnend Mr Ko) 
has said that the Public Accounts Comtnittee is nothing but a post morte/n 
examinatioti and therefore a very harmless procedure 

Sir. whether we are m a minority or in a majorit} , we cannot lend our 
support to the passing of the Finance BiU And why? Because of the 
elementary principle of all parliamentary Governments, vta , redress of 
grievances before supply And what are our grievances? If I were to 
relate the grievances of our people I could not possibly relate tiietoi within 
the short time I have at my exposal {A Voice “Theb go on" ) It is 
not a single legislation ot a single act of the Government against which we 
raise our voice of protest; biit a series of acts of misrule which has 
aocaraulated during the penod of nessdy is oentury and a half Sir, if we 
oimnot lend our support to this FiiMuiee Bill, It Is because we feel that we 
have not bean treated as we ought to have been by the needle who happen 
to rule over us at the present momnail Xitjifldng at the nllt&ry of Councils, 
we have to go back to the early sixliel of the ISSt cehtUry when three Indian 
gentlemen became Membeie of the Impmiiai Legislative Council, not bjr 
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election, not by a suffrage of the people, but nontinated by the Government. 
They were Kaja Sir BiiAar Rao, the Maharaja of Burdwan (An Honourable 
Member '‘Was it the present Maharaja of Burdwan?”), and Sir Salar 
-Jung It went on for some years when some time later on reonntment 
was made from the High Court Bar for the Imperial Legislative Counoil 
and the Indian National Congress from its earlier days began to demand 
representative institutions for this country^ It was at Bombay, Sir, where 
that great man who would not take the prescribed oath m the House of 
Commons after being returned at the head of the poll from Northampton, 
the late Mr Charles Bradlaugh It was at Bombay, when Mr Bradlaugh 
came there during the National Congress week, that he heard about the 
real situation in the country, and then, when he returned to England, he 
■carried on an agitation on behalf of India which got us a representative 
Council as we knew’ it in the early nineties of the last century But, Sir, 
what were their powers? Their powers were practically nil The Members 
were merely putting a few interpellations and recording pious wishes just 
as we are doing today {An Honourable Member “Not pious “) But I 
don’t see much difference between that Council and the Assembly of the 
present day becaiist we are also equally helpless in this House Of course, 
when that Council was inaugurated, we thought that was the beginning of 
a new era Seventeen or eighteen jenrs later, the Government thought 
that some concession must be made to satisfy the rising aspirations of 
the people, — I mean some honest Englishmen thought so But at the 
same time, there were also certain Englishmen who were bitterly opposed 
to any measure of reform being granted to this country, and they always 
tried "their best to whittle down reforms to such an extent that, for the 
first time in the history of this land, we had the mauguration of a so- 
called reform which made a difference between me and my friend over 
there, Dr Suhraward\, and which during the last 20 years has been 
lesponsible for much bitter communal dissensions and which we witness 
almost every day here A charge has often been laid at the door of the 
Indian National Congress for the pact which it devised at Lucknow It is 
very convenient to forget the past history of communalism But who 
accentuated it? Who brought it here? Can any man with -a grain of 
commonsense think that representation in State services should be accord- 
ing to one’s religious faith? I stand here as simply Am*ar Nath Dutt, 
a Hindu Member of this House I cannot be taken jnto certain services 
ow’ing to my religious faith But the moment I accept Islam, the moment 
I change mv name to Azzizudm Ahmad, immediately all the Treasury 
Benches will have for me a soft corner in their heart; they will say all 
sorts of things to keep Azzizudm Ahmad away from the doings of those 
Members like my fnend Mr Kelkar 

Mr. Preffident: Order, order 

Kr. Am^jr ITaUi Dutt: « . . or my revered leadw Pandit Malaviyg. 

Ml. PZAskUnt: Order, order 

Mr. Anur Hath Dutt: These are some of the unhappy things for which 
ihe Government are responsible and that is why I WMit io throw out the 
Finance Bill Divide et tmpera has been the policy, of, the Govemp^ent 
in this country because it suited their purpose better No doubt, Sii it 
is ve^ unfortunate that 1 have to say all these things when the 
Bfll is hefone us, because that is the only occtision on which we <tftn at) 
It, but I must say that pit does not cast any rejection on the Honourable 
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the Finance Member, who is hardly responsible for any of the happeninga 
during the tune of his predecessors Sjir, I wish that other Members of 
the Treasury Benches were m their seats, because all these indictments 
are darected more against another Department, and the Member m charge 
of that Department hardly listens to what is going on here, thinkmg that 
the Finance Bill concerns only the Finance Member (An Honourable 
Member “The Law Member is here “) He is of course very regular in 
listening, but he was sleeping when my friend Mr Acharja was speaking 
Probably he thought that Mr Acharya would speak about the Sarda Act 

Sir, let me once more say that at least those of us who are on the 
Standing Finance Committee against which my revered teacher had a 
fling when delivenng his speech (An Honourable Member “Who is he"^ 
Who 18 your Guru?”) (An Honourable Member “Mr K C Ko> ”) T re- 
fuse to mention the name, because modesty forbids me from taking his 
name I was under his gusu'dianship in my boyhood and owe a good deal 
to him for training (An Honourable Member “It is no compliment to 
vour teacher ”) I will not wound other's feelings by uttering hard words, 
I ant alwa\8 meek and humble (Laughter ) 

Sar, it was said that there are several statutory checks on expenditure, 
and that the Standing Committee does not do its duty properly If my 
fnend had been present at least at one or two meetings he w'ou’ld have 
seen that every one of us tries to do our beet Above all, I may tell the 
House that Sir George Schuster himself is the most active Member of 
that body He haa got a very warm heart and is 
keenly solicitous for India's welfare and tries to curtail expenditure as 
much as possible to an extent that I never saw before (Hear, hear ) 
For that we ought to be grateful to our fnend the Finance Member 
But, Sir, our indictment is not directed against him as an individual , but 
our indictment is directed against the whole system of administration 
Therefore, Honourable Members should not think that anythmg that is 
said here is only directed against the Honourable Member We have the 
highest regard and respect for Sir George Schuster, but at the same time 
we feel that, as representatives of the masses, we can not but oppose this 
Bill How can we lend our support to a taxation Bill of this character? 

Sir, I have m brief endeavoured to place before you how this constitu- 
tion grew up After the Minto-Morley Keforms worked for some time we- 
got this piece of reform with which we are playing here This refortn 
has been condemned by every one and bv the entire politically mmded 
India (An Honourable Member “Except Mr Fazal Ibrahim Kahimtulla”), 
but he denies it and he also condemns it, because it is no im- 
provement upon the previous reforms when i\e had men like Kaja Sir 
Dinkar llao and others Now, what can we do in these Councils? 
We con only record our protest You ask us to pass this Bill in order to 
enable you td meet your expenses Now has this deficit been incurred by 
you? 

ICr* Prtflduil: Order, order 

Hr. Anuur V9Xt JMli This deficit has been incurred by the Govern- 
ment, because they must have an army of <;>ccupation in this land, lest wo 
should drive them out and ask them io clear out bag and baggage Thir 
army of occupation costs no less than crores, or more than half the 
revenue of the csoimtrv You won't reduce. 
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Mr. PresidBiit: Order, order. 

Mr. Am&r Kath Butt: They would not reduce this because it hits so 
many people of their own race w'ho could not find better employment in 
their native home My fnend Mr Howell is not here He was a bit 
fiuinoyed but very imldly put it to me one day “May I ask you, Mr 
Dutt, IS it very necessary to rake up old memornes?” when I referred to 
the aftermath of the Cawnpore massacre? I would refrain from referring 
to anything which is unpleasant, but the pages of the history of India 
are full What do we find from the time of Clive downwards? We 
Hmdus, as the descendants of our ancestors of those days, have the sacred 
ceremony of tarpan in which we take the name of our fathers and offer 
them oblations This is a pious duty which a Hindu owes to his ances- 
tors Every Indian knows how Lord Clive cftme here and won the battle 
of Plassey I sympathise with my Muhammadan fnends 

Mr. Pr«ddent: This is too much Will the Honourable Member 
come to some recent date? 

Mr. Amar Hath Dutt: Well, Sir, m the time of Warren Hastings 

Mr. President: Order, order 

Mr. Amar Hath Dutt: Do you want mo to come to some later date? 

Mr. President: Will the Honourable Member come to the Fmance 
Bdl? 

Mr. Amar Hath Dutt: Yes, Sir, 1 protest against this Finance Bill. 1 
do not want to lend my support to it, because the Government have 
treated us so shabbily Let us begin with recent history That supenor 
person. Lord Curzon, brought about the dismemberment of our province 
This ^ at the root of many of our grievances To placate the moderates, 
they introduced the Minto-Morlcy Reforms, which brought in communaJism, 
and then things went from bad to worse Then came the days, when 
young men, the flower of the youth of the country, were driven to despera- 
tion There were conspiracies and you deported 

Mr. PreAlant: Order, order The Honourable Member ought to be 
very careful If he is irrelevant, I will ask him to resume his seat 

Mr. Amar Hath Dutt: Another reason why I should oppose the Fmance 
Bill IS the treatment of political pnsoners I have just read in the papers 
that two political pnsoners have been put on standing handcuffs in the 
Central Jad at Alipore and they have been locked up in solitary cellS). All 
of them it IS understood have resorted to hunger strike as a protest 
against the maltreatment of the jail authontijes Now, the Jafl Commit- 
tee's Report has been published It was published on the 19th February 
My Honourable fnend Mr Matra asked the question whether it was going 
to be applied to Bengal The Government gave us "^iigue answera and the 
rules which have been framed are not applied even now The Kakori 
prisoners have also gone on hunger strike Today it is the 46th day, and 
the Secretary of the Bareilly District Congress Committee wires that the 
(M>nditioii of Saohindra and Manmatha, who are on hunger strike In the 
Bareilly Jad, is very serious and both are on their dfeatii bed* !lhe public 
of Benures are making arrangements for the reception of Saohindra and 
Manmatha, should the worst happen These things the Gorernment do 
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not take into consideration And are we to support the Government when 
thmga like this are happening? They do not find money to separate the 
judicial and the executive Whenever other things are necessary, they 
find the iriouey Sir, why the separation of judicial and executive functions 
18 necessur^ will be seen from an instance which I am giving at the 
pit sent moment There was a sedition case at Alipore against 
Mr Subash Chandar Bose, Mr Kiran Shankar Roy and others 
and they were tried by a Magistrate holding a listed appojintment Now, 
he knew that his promotion depended upon this He gave them full one 
vcar under section 124- A, and after delivering the judgment, he was ap- 
pointed permanently as District Magistrate That is the reason why the 
judiciary should be separated from the executive for it leads to such 
undesirable state of things From the times of Manmohan Ohose, we 
have been fighting for the separation of the judicial from the executive 
In fact the late Manmohan Ghose laid down his life when wnting an in- 
dictment against the vicious svstem Since then the late Mr Romesh 
Chunder Butt pointed out the wav m which you could separate the judi- 
cial and the executive functions But the Government will not do it 
They would find money for many other things, they would find money for 
luxurious saloons (Hear, hear), but they could not find mone> for the 
separation of judicial and executave functions Monev can be found for 
the army of occupation which did not cost more than 15 crores of rupees 
m 1900 But within thirty \ear8, it has increased to the dimension of 
Rs 55 crores, nearly 40 crores more Monev could be found for all these 
things, but not for a sample reform like the separation of judicial and 
executive functions We have cried ourselves hoarse for free primary 
education and the late Mr Gokhnle till the date of his death was asking 
for free primary education For that thev cannot find monev But still 
iihey are askmg us to vote monev for other things, not for the separation 
of judicial and executive functions, not for free primarv education Be- 
sides these two grievances, there are a lot of other 

grievances at the present moment, which must be redressed 

before y^e can be asked to vote for the Finance Bill I know how eager 
m\ Muhammadan friends are for the repeal of the Sarda Act, and in fact 
I am deeply grateful to them, for thev are men of deep convictions and 
religious faith, and I am quite hopeful that thev v.ill support us in our 
opposition to measures like these against the Government In fact the 
Muhammadans are going to launch civil disobedience against the Act 
There are two methods of civil disobedience and I do not know which of 
the methods they are going to adopt I have also read in the newspapers 
that unflese. the Government do something, in fact even the orthodox 
Hindus also are going to j*oin that movement 

Hr. Praaldant: Order, order This ie irrelevant 

Mr. Amar Hatli Butt: That is one of the grievances against which we 
mav ask the Government 

Mr. Praifdmt: The Honourable Membgr paust now conclude as soon 
as possible. 

Mr. Amar Math Butt: As I wat subSnittmg, Sir, this House has nt 
real power Ruoh being the case, we oan hardly be asked, oonnsteat with 
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our dignity, to support this measure of taxatioi? I feel in the words of 
Ahe great sage who wrote in the Bhagavat Gita. 

Karmanifeba adkikaraff 
Ma faiMoo kadacKan 

“You have to do your duty without caiing for the result " 

One other fact I would refer to if the Chair would permit me, and 
that IS with reference to the Round Table Conference, about which some,- 
thing has been said It has been said the Honourable Member m has 

speech that the times are not ordinary Within a few months the repre- 
sentatives of the Indian people will meet the representatives of Great 
Britain Sir, do thev evpect that, with men like Mr Subash Chandra 
Bose and Mr Sen Gupta in jail, and with the prospect of Mahatma Gandhi 
being put in jail, surely they do not expect that patriots hke Mr Jmnah 
and Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya will attend the Round Table Confer- 
ence? I beg to submit that the Government must declare a general 
amnesty to all the political prisoners before they expect leaders like Mr 
Jmnah or Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya to attend the Round Table 
Conference Even when the question of Ireland was being settled, they 
reserved five seats for the revolutionary party If you want to have reallv 
a Round Table Conference you must have all sorts of interests and all 
sorts of thinkers and everv point of view placed before you 

One other point about the treatment of political prisoners at the pre- 
sent moment The motive, thev say is no criterion, but, Sir, what other 
factors should be, except motive, the criterion to classify political pnson- 
ors? There is my Honourable friend Colonel Crawford sattmg there He 
m^ght have shot down many people 

Oolonel J. D. Orawford (Bengal European) Never, Sir 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Or some other gallant friend might have shot 
down many people during a battle Do vou refuse to sit with him? No. 
Why, because his motive was very high, the honour of England and the 
freedom of his country was in his mind I appeal once more, through 
you, Sir, that all the political prisoners who are the flower of the \outh of 
uur countrv and iiho are fired by the highest patriotism . . 

An Honourable Member; Idealists 

Mr. Am a r Nath Dutt: Yes, idealists, no doubt of a very high type, 
they should be treated as my Honourable fnend was pleased to observe, 
as so many prisoners of war, and they should not be treated like ordinary 
felons m jail I appeal seriously to the Treasury Benches, through you, 
Sir, that they should take into consideration all these things before they 
can ask us to co-operate wnth them or side with them in the matter <?t 
-the Round Table Conference or in taxataon Bills like this They should 
give a general amnesty to all the political prisoners Also the Govern- 
ment should not treat the prisoners, m the way they are doing bv hand- 
cuffing them. What have the Government done for the Kakor! prisoners? 
Thev are on hunger strike, because these prisoners have been denied the 
privilege of being classed as ** A** class prisopers As a protest against the 
Government not introducing this classification, gp far as the^Kaltori 
prisoners are concerned, those prisoners have gone on hunger strike^ T 
nlso hear, Sir, that one of the Kakori prisoners was denied any aSsooiation 
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W 4 th anybody or permission to see anybody All these things fall withii 
the province of the Home Member to reply to, not that of the Finano 
Member The Honourable the Home Member should see hie way to re 
dress some of these grievances before he can set the Honourable th 
Finance Member upon us to ask us to pass this Finance Bill I do no 
wish to take up much of the time of the House by dealing with othe 
grievances I wish only to touch one point 

Mr, Prasldazit: Order, order The Honourable Member must conclude 

Mr. Anur Kath Dutt: All right. Sir Before I sit down, I wish earr 
estly to appeal, through you. Sir, to the Government to look into ever 
one of these gnevances before they come to this House to ask us to pas 
such taxation Bills 

Oolonal J. D. Crawford: Sir I would like, on behalf of the Europea 

, Group, to clear up some of the confusion that possibh exists ii 

** ** the minds of the House and of Government as to our attitud 
towards the Finance Bill Honourable Members will remember that 
during the general discussion, my colleague Sir Hugh Cocke very clearl 
stated that, as a Group, we considered that the Budget must be balanc?* 
and the taxation, in so far as we could see it, was generally well dip 
tributed, and the Honourable the Finance Member’s Bill would have ou 
support At a later stage, Sir Hugh Cocke again pressed for retrench 
ment, not that he intended to move a vote of censure on the Financ 
Member, who was already undertaking measures of retrenchment, but t 
point out that to our mind departmental mquai^ies into retrenchment ai 
not very successful, and that it would be advisable to have associated wit 
the Retrenchment Officer, whose ability we thoroughly recognise, som 
outside opinion 

The next position which the European Group took up was one with re 
gard to the kerosene oil duty. I think our attitude on that particula 
measure has not been thoroughly understood We had two points reall 
to make, that the measure which had been brought m meant a ohang 
of policy, which had existed for 25 years, and that change had been in 
troduoed without any real consultation with the oil industry as to ho\ 
the new proposals of Government might affect that industry We be 
lieved, and still believe, that it will affect the industry m two way? 
one, that it will hit very hard the small indigenous oil oompames, on 
of which, as the Honourable the Comonerce Member pointed out, was c 
strategic importance to India, the Attock Oil Company. I th^k it i 
up to Government to watch very carefully the effects of such a measiir 
on the smaller companies and to give them such aid as may be necessarv 
The other point was that we felt that the imposition of this duty wiU, ii 
actual practice, if not tomorrow or even within the next three month- 
At a later stage fall rather heavily on the consumer , the yellow oil whic 
has been supplied for 25 years at a reasonable rate on an understandin 
with Government may be with^awn and further refined for the productio 
of higher priced kerosene and petrol which is more profitable to the com 
ponies oonoemed. Thereby tlua qonsumer is likely to find himself wntl 
out the cheap oil wMoh is his mabistay. 

These were the real points and they were never actually refuted in th 
debate Arising out of that posnt, there was an incident which the Grou 
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took rather to heart. The Honourable the Commerce Member, in his repl 
to Mr Lamb’s speech, suggested that this Group sought to press Go\ 
ernment to a favourable treatment of the European interests over India 
interests That, Sir, has never been the position of the European Gtou 
and never will be All we seek from Government js just treatment 
As a Bntisher, I am well aware of a trait m the British oharaete 
which leads them to be rather severe on their own people for fear o 
being charged wjith favouritism That is a position which I meet ever 
day m India and which I believe is incorporated to a certain extent ii 
the present measure and which was given voice to in the remarks of 
fiiend the Commerce Meirriber We do not want vou, in your endeavours 
to be impartial, to weigh the scales against the European interests, bu 
simply to do your best to treat all With equality and justice 

Mr. President: Order, order 

Colonel J. D. Crawford: There was one further incident, Sir, whicl 
arose during the various discussions on these measures, and wnth you 
permission I would like to say how much we regret the incident whicl 
arose from my colleague Mr Lamb’s remarks concerning the position o 
Mr Birla I feel sure that if mv Honourable friend Sir Purshotamda 
Thakurdas will read the official report of the debates he will get th 
impression that there was no insinuation' in Mr Lamb's remarks Ii 
any case no insinuation was intended 

Finally, Sir, I think the Group would bke to congratulate the Honoui 
able the Finance Member on the skilful handling of this Bill to the presen 
stage, and to add that we all hope that he will be equally successful n 
the final stage. 

Sir PursliatamdBB Thakurdas (Indian Merchants’ Chamber Indiar 
Commerce) Sir, before I commence the very few remarks which I wisl 
to make on this third reading 

ICr. President: Does the Honourable Member wish to speak on thi 
^notion? 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: I have a few additional remarks t( 
make, Bir 

Mr. President: I thought the Honourable Member wanted to saj 
something in reply to Colonel Crawford 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: I am beginning with that, Sir I wisl 
to deal with what the last speaker wound up hi» speech In view o' 
the explanation given on behalf of the European Group by Colonel Craw 
ford, and the assurance that in any case no insmuation was intended agamsi 
Mr Birla in the remarks of Mr Lamb, on the 20th instant, I have n^ 
hesitation in stating on the floor of the House, that I would not Lave 
made the remarks I did on 21 st instant except \inder that impression anc 
provocation I regret the incident equally with the European Group, ac 
stated by Colonel Crawford, and m this controversy, if I happen tt 
have hurt the feelings o£ any of my friends on the European Benches 1 
assure them that I regret it also (Applause.) 

Bir, regarding; the Finance Bill proper, I have, as I said, very little tc 
add. I fully realise that, in spite of Government having, durji^ the Iasi 
few years, carried measures against the popular wishes, this House hai 
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this year voted extra taxation llie Honourable the Finance Member has 
held out a hope that the Government of India are formulating a new policy 
for the economic development of the country and one vould, with interest 
look forward to what the Honourable Member is likeh to achieve dunng 
the next \ear or within the next two years But I feel that the best deve- 
lopment of India under the present circumstances can be by making India 
Rolf-contaoned m the sense of utilising her raw materials for the purpose of 
manufactures which she imports from abroad I know that this is liable 
to the construction that a policy of that nature presupposes high tariff 
But I would like the Honourable the Finance Member to point out to this 
House any mstance of a country which has vast lesouices of raw mate- 
rials which that country does not utilise and which it continues to ex- 
|X)rt, and in return imports articles which she can manufacture withm her 
cwn boundaries with a little effort on the pnit of the public and reason- 
able facilities by Government As far as the public are concerned, there 
is not th,e least question of the public having the r>ece8sar\ enterprise to 
take to such manufactures All that is required, to my mind, is a 
changfe m the policy of the Government of India as it has been tfll now 
Take the instance of sugar alon^‘ The dutv on sugai has been increased 
to what works out now to 100 per cent on the present prices It is 
quite true that a good deal of research work is ue»ing done regarding 
larger prrxluction of sugai, as far as our agncultu e is conceined, and I 
understand that there is a committee sitting for the purpose of investi- 
gating how the production of suger within India can be increased What 
I think IS immediately necessar} is assistance to the manufacturer of 
sugar in the direction of giving him more finance because diu’inci the last 
three or four vears at least most of the sugar manufacturers of India 
have been working their facU)nes at a loss I understand th.it a good deal 
of facility 18 required for bettoi and economic transport of sugnr-cane from 
the field to the nearest factor\ And I suggest to the Honourable the 
Finance Member that a part of the increased revenue which he will get 
from this source may usefully be employed m advances to sugar factory 
owners on terms which will give them real relief 

1 have, Sir, onlj me more remark to make, and that is regarding 
what fell from my Honourable friend, Mr Nilakanthn Das, in connection 
W’lth the Banking Enqum Committee In the ordinar\ course, as an 
office-bearer of that Committee, it would not be n ght for me to refer to 
the W’ork of that Committee, whilst the work of the Cential Banking 
Enquiry Committee can be said to have not even yet commenced But 
mv fnend, Mr, Nilakantha Das, made some remarks in regard to the work 
of the Provincial Committees, and he particularly leferred to the work 
of the Ccmimittee in his province of Bihar and Oresa I have had th<^ 
opportunity of seeing the work of that Provincial Committee at compara- 
tively close quarters, when I met the Chairman and tlie Secretary of that 
Cominittee at the Conference which was held m last January at Calcutta. 
I con Assure my friend, Mr Nilakantha Daa, that If any committee that 
has worked till now m any province doing useful work, Mr NilaHn^tUn 
Das can rqst assured that the Provincial Copimittee he referred to, the 
Bihar .ind Orissa Committee, will turn out work which will merit the ad- 
ni nation of even Mr Nilakantha Das. I cannot help giving credit 
where, to my mind, it is due and eVen more than due The Provincial 
Committees nave worked wholeheartedly afid will present a picture of the 
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economic conditions m the various rural areas of the country m a 
which will be found to be most useful. I feel that I should be failing 
m my duty to these Committees if I do not make these remarks in vuw 
of what fell from Mr Nilakantha Das which is due more, I think, lo 
want of knowledge of what the\ are doing than, a genuine desire to cnti- 
oae their methods of work 

ICr< M. S. Anay; Sir, the first and uppermost thought that must have 
been present to the minds of all the Members of th',s House today is one 
of regret at the absence of the Leader of the Opposition, the Honourable 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya at the discussion of the third reading of 
the Finance Btll, w^hich has been a day of national indictment m which 
he has been taking a very prominent part everv^ year In fact, it mav be 
said that he has been th,e pioneer of the method of asicmg 
this House to reject the Finance Bill If, as >ou, Sir, once said in very 
felicitous terms, the credit of having the Finance Bill presented to this 
House bv the Government was due to the anxiety of jour illlustnous 
predecessor to introduce the conventions of the British Parliament in this 
House, I mav say the credH of crearmg an effective Parliamentary oppo- 
sition to that Finance Bill is due to the Honournhlo Pandit Madan Mohan 
Malaviya, w^ho, m the year 1924, had come out with the resolve of mo\- 
mg for the rejection of the Finance Bill And since that time, the 
third reading of the Finance Bill has become an annual national day of in- 
dictment of the Bureaii(‘r.ic\ This his been the feature of the thiril 
reading of the Finance Bill and therefore, it is very natural that most of 
uc, who have been used to heai the most eloquent and ferv,ent appeals 
from him on those occasions should feel that todA\ we are missing those 
eloquent and soul -stirring appeals 

Sir, so far as the attitude of my paity is concerned, it has been already 
declared bv my Honourable friend, Mr C S Bauga Iyer We have de- 
cided not to support this Bill That is our attitude Even d we had 
gone further, as we had gone sometimes, it w'ould have been perfectly justi- 
fiable What the limphcations of the motion foi the rejection of, or oppo- 
sition to, the Finance Bill are, have been, in a very learned and eloquent 
speech, described by m\ Honourable friend, Mr N. 0 Kelkar His 
learned dissertation on the constitutional aspect of this question, as the 
Honourable Members know, elicited a very friendly but a sarcastic retort 
from my Honourable fnend, Sir George Schuster, that he would like to 
have some sort of teachmg in his class 

fionotirahle Sir Cleorge Schuster : T assure my Honourable friend 
that I did not intend to be sarcastic T intended only to be friendly 

Mr. M. 8. Alley: I am very glad to hear it I thought he was saroas^ 
tic I am only sorry that my friend, Mr Kelkar, may not find the time 
to open a class for his benefit I would not therefore bke to go into that 
question of the implications of an attitude of opposition to «fe Finance 
Bill. Sir, this Fmance Bill, or rather the third mading of the Finance 
BBlh natutalW opehs u{]^ a field for discussion to whiah an individual 
Member will be imable to do justice within tha Hmiied time. My Honour* 
able friend^ Mr Amar Nath Butt, has just now observed that, il one is 
allotred to have a full say on the subject befoee the House, even a yeir’s 
time will ilct be sufficient Some mav takb it a4 mhawyagant, bub there can 
be fie question that any lideqliate diseUssicfii of all the questbne opened 
ie ito p ai tib ls fbr shy individual Member within the limited tinto at our 
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digpoeal Notwithstanding that, we have to summanse our observations 
in as bnef a manner as possible so ad not to be ai bore to the other Members 

of this House and also to leave a reasonable margin to other Members 

for a proper share in the discussion in the course of this debate There- 
fore, I will not like to go into all the details of this administrative system 
and discuss them at length In fact, I shall try to hmit my observations 
as far as possible to the Finance Bill and the Fmancial problems or the 
administrative questions that are closely allied to the proposals in the 
Finance Bill. 

Sir, the present Finance Bill appears to be a Bill of a most challeng- 
ing nature I will explain what I mean In the first place, this Bill is 

not hke an ordmary Finance Bill which we have been used to, by which 
the Government generally come forward and ask us for supplies on the 
basis of taxation already existing for a long time This is a Finance Bill 
m which the Honourable the Finance Member, for reasons of financial 
exigencies, which he has explained in his budget speech, comes forward 
with proposals of fresh taxation to the tune of nearly five crores €md a half. 
This means, in the first place, that he thinks that, notwithstandmg the 
cry regarding the impovenshed condition of the people of this country, it 
is possible for him to recover from the people of this country 6^ crores 
without causing any inconvenience or without causing any material dis- 
tress That 18 the implication of a Bill like this Secondly, it also means, 
notwithstanding the cry of the people that thev are not m a mood to co- 
operate with tnis Government, there is a spirit of co-operation on which 
the Finance Member can easily rely for the recovery of this money These 
are the two implications in the Bill In fact, my Honourable friend, Sir 
George Schuster, in the course of the budget speech, casually referred to 
a passage in the speech of my Honourable friend, Mr N C Kelkar, made 
one year ago, in which he observed that the spirit of co-operation was dead 
partJv due to the action of the Government, and so on The Honourable 
the Finance Member controverts the allegation and asserts that he has 
got abundant proof of the spirit of oo-operstion in this country I believe 
that the course of events which have been and are being enacted before 
our eyes during this fortnight, references to which are being made in bold 
type in the newspapers, must have disclosed to him certain grounds to 
revise his opinion That is what I feel More than that, I would not 
like to refer to that matter at this stage I am sure he is a very shrewd 
and careful reader of the newspapers, and clever enough to draw proper 
inferences from the events which he reads. And I am confident that the 
course of events which are now being reported every day could not have 
altogether failed to make an impression on him, and he would find there- 
in abundant reason to revise his opinion about the existence of the spirit 
of co-operation m the country I say further, whatever little spirit of 
oo-operation there might have been in this country at the time when he 
presented his budget proposals and introduced his Finance Bill, after the 
presentation of the Budget and because of the proposals m the Finance 
Bill itself, that little spirit of oo-qperatkm must have become dormant if 
it has not altogether been killed, and in its place another spirit, a spirit of 
anti-oo-operation or non-co-operation must have been awid^ned by the 
sinking thinn that are taking place outside. That is the position today. 
We are (^msidering this Bill in the midst ol ciroumstanoes of this nature 
the gravity of which it is for the Treasury Benches to realise fully before 
they mean to give a fair trial to the tarious proposals taxatkm that 
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have been mccB’porated here Sir, when 1 say this, I mean that the 
Members on the Treasury Benches should make themselves sure of the 
existence of that abundant spirit of oo-operation a behef in which was 
responsible for the numerous proposals of taxation which my Honourable 
inend has incorporated in the Finance Bill that he has presented to this 
House That hallucination is the basic fact on which he has built up and 
worked out his proposals Then he has appealed to us for s^mpathetks con* 
sideration solely relying upon this assumption of the spirit of oo*opemtion, 
which, 1 say, is not a fact, but only a hotion Even if it was a fact, Uien 
1 assert that the bttle spirit has been completely washed away by the flood 
of repressive methods which the Government have smce adopted It is 
after that he has appealed to us saying that it is on financial consideration 
alone that he has found it necessary to approach this House to approve his 
taxation proposals He is askmg us to give supplies, not only the ordinscry 
supplies that he can get under the existing scale of taxation, but additional 
supplies to the extent of something like Rs crores according to the 
new scheme of taxation proposed in the Bill The reason he has given is 
that the expenditure has now arrived at a stage which cannot be balanced 
on the present level of our receipts What he means by balancing the 
Budget IS this our receipts are stabihsed, expenditure has grown up which 
cannot be curtailed, and therefore some more sources of mcome must be 
explored, and these are the sources which the Finance Member says 
he could tap That is the meaning of the taxation proposals which he has 
placed before the House Now m the first place, he has made a fervent 
appeal to the House m his speech calling upon the Members to give him 
all the assistance they can in scrutinising very carefully the items of ex- 
penditure and suggesting means of economy He particularly referred, 
when he was dealing with his Budget, to the question of expenditure under 
civil administration and said that here was somethmg which the Honour- 
able Members of this House should carefully scrutimse and make such 
suggestions as they can 

Now, Sir, my gnevance against the Finance Member is this. Before 
he made this appeal, he should not have committed himself to certain and 
fixed positions My gnevance is that, so long as a highly paid foreign 
Bureaucracy is considered as indispensable for the administration of the 
country in all Departments and so long as the maintenance of a foreign 
army of occupation is deemed indispensable and always maintained on a 
war footing, it is difficult for Members on this side to suggest adequate 
and effective remedies of economy and retrenchment That is indeed a 
very difficult handicap on the. critics, but I am prepared to go with him 
to examine the position of expenditure under Civil Administration itself, 
because that is the one point on which he laid great emphasis in his 
speech I would only draw his attention to this fact as to what is the 
position of expenditum under Civil Administration itself during the last 
few years I will take the figures of net expenditure given in Appendix I 
to the Explanatory Memorandum which he has supplied, abng with the 
budget papers HonouraUe Members on this side of the House will 
that this expenditure under Civil Administration has risen from i^e year 
1928-24, from 8 crores 68 lakhs to the year 1928-29, which is the last 
year for which we have accounts available, to 10 crores 48 laldis in the 
revised estimates and in the Budget of 1980-81, the figure is 12 crores 20 
lakhs That is the posi^on. Of course in the speech the Honourable tha 
Finanoe Membei^ hM tried to give some explana^on about the Inoreasa of 
expenditure dvcr the revised for the current year. He has given eefftam 
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rekfions^ but he has usked the atientiou ol this House to be eoBeentrated 
upon certain items which are mainly responsible for the increase of ex- 
penditure under this heading over the revised estimates for the current 
year I will deal with the latter if I think it necessary at a later stage 
of my speech What I think necessary is to point out that, from the year 
1923-24 to the year 1980-81, we find the amount increasing to 12 ororos 
80 lakhs from 8 crores 65 lakhs; that is, an increase of 3 crores and 65 
lakhs in this one item of expenditure alone 

Now Jet us see what the position of revenue is during these years 
Under receipts — the figures of net receipts which are given here— I take 
the same set of years for oompanson— the position us regards net revenue 
18 like this For the year 1923*24 the net revenue was 85 crores 65 lakhs, 
and in the account year 1928-29 it was 82 crores 70 lakhs I would ask 
Honourable Members to bear m mind that, during all these five or six 
years, wo find only two years in which the position under net receipts has 
improved, but m all the remaimng years it has been a position of gradually 
teduoitig receipts That is the position wc find nere Well, during those 
years, while there was gradual reduction in the receipts, w-^e find the ex- 
penditure under this one head increasing to the extent of more than three 
crores »*nd a half Now, Sir, I am not inclined to go into the figures of 
total expenditure for these >ear8, simply because, under certain arrange- 
ments, my Honourable friend the Finance Member is already committed 
in regard to military expenditure up to the year 1982-83, since he has corn- 
mitted himself to tnat position it is useless for me to go into that position 
or to say how the military expenditure could be managed wuth a less 
amount This question was alluded to last year m a speech which I made 
in support of the out motion on Military demand moved bv the Independent 
Party What I want particularly to draw the attention of this House- to 
IS this Is the increase accounted for solely on the ground that Govern- 
ment have found it necessarv to spend all this money on the naticki 
’building departments and thus increase the expenditure under Civil 
Administration*’ An\ rise in expenditure under Civil Admimstration 
could be tolenUed bv this part of the House only if we found that that 
increase waS mainly ^uc to increased expenditure on what may be describ- 
ed as nation building departments Now, Sir, for that purpose, I shall 
draw the attention of the Honourable the Finance Member to certain 
figures This expenditure on Civil Administration, according to the budget 
papers, is made up of more than seven or eight items mentioned m the 
Budget itself If w^o analyse the figures for these items, Honourable 
Members will find that the expenditure for Che Frontier Watch and Ward 
IS included in the expenditure under Civil Administration Now, for the 
sake of getting all the figures of expenditure under Frontier Watch and 
Ward, Honourable Members will have to run over a number of Demands 
contained in the big volume, it is not found m one place at all There is 
one tton-votable item, Frontier Watoh and Ward Besides that demand, 
this expenditure under Frontier Wafceb and Ward is to 
be found distributed under North West Frontier Provinoe 
^ d, Baluchistan and other feontier provinces, and so oo, 
figures are group^ together, I find tjbe poeiUon 
this, that this expen^tur^ in the budget vear 1930-31, whi<di has 
is Bs 2.^99,000. , Thai is the positkm, .It 
. * Th^ is an increase ot 24 lakhs in’ this one 

alone dufiii^hfs, year. Then there is another DeinaBd 
ifl wnfoh'wer nod an increase ’ Tliat is the Political Department. I kno’sr 
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there Is something said m ]UBtification of the increase m the Standing 
Finance Committee’s proceedings about this expenditlire, but I am oon> 
cemed at present in bnnring to the notice of this House the increase in 
the expenditure under Political Department Now the amount shown m 
the budget proj^als is Ks 1,74,90,000, while the revised estimates were 
Ks, 1,68,71,000 in the Political Department Then there is Aviation where 
Rs 31,78,000 have been provided for, while for the same Department last 
\ear the provision was onTv Rs 5,87,000, — ^there is an increase of 
Rs 26,39,000 under this hea^ Now, all these expenses put together would 
by themselves amount to not less than Rs 65 lakhs, while the mcrease 
m the total expenditure on what can properly be described as national- 
building departments, such as Education, Medicine, Public Health, Agri- 
culture, Industries, and so on, has not been more than Rs 20 lakhs This 
18 the very first test b^ which we can scrutinise the figures for all the 
five years which I have mentioned and if I had the time I would have 
scrutinised the figures to prove that the expenditure on the nntion-building 
departments has during this whole period been very meagre The Govern- 
ment of India has been very miserly m allotting sums for the nation 
building department, while dunng the same period there has been an 
extravagant increase in all the other departments under civil ndministra- 
tifii such as the Frontier Watch and Ward, and so on Notwithstanding 
some disturbance in Afghanistan which brought about a change of 
sovereigns, the conditions on the frontier are normal, and it is on that 
ground I believe that our Honouiable fnend Sir Abdul Qaiyum suggested 
that tins was the proper time for the intioduction of reforms m the North 
West Frontier Piovince That being the ease, we should like to know, 
no explanation having been supplied to us either in the Explanatory Memo 
randum or in the speech of the hinance Member, as to why expenditure 
under these heads has been mounting up in this manner^ Or is it that the 
reduction which is alleged to he made in the military expjcnditiire m certain 
ntiiior details had to be compensated for by an increase m the name of 
watch and ward by creating another civil army on the frontier? What is 
the real position? So, Sir, so far as the expenditure of the civil administra- 
tion itself IS concerned, there is considerable room for retrenchment, and 
that 18 the mam point which I want to bring out 

After that I shall proceed to deal with another point of great importance 
Honourable Members will find — of course that is a point which has been 
worn out in this House — that the total expenditure of the Government of 
India— .1 am only speaking about the Central Government — comes to about 
184 crores That is put down at this figure in the Budget, and what is 
the total amount that is presented to the vote of this House? It is only 
^ crores and odd Out of a total expenditure which they mean to incur 
dunng the year to the extent of 134 crores according to their own state- 
ments, which are presented to us. this House is entitled to vote on an 
expenditure of only 40 crores Similarly if you take the receipts side, 
what is the exact ratio which is being recovered by way of taxes on the vote 
of this House?/ All the amoemt that is covered by the finance Bill is the 
which IB recovered by the Government with the consent of 
* House, and the remaining receipts, which they can recover on the 
strength of ^ executive power which they have got, are still there. Even 
as thin^as they are. the total amount they recover will come to much more 
than ^diat is stated m Budget For example, in the Railway Depart* 
rewt itself, they get revenue to the extent of some^mig like 130 mrei* 
and oi this, aft^. making necessary dednotUina, only a part is brrmght 



i»iA i£oi8LATtVB [24 th Mab 1980. 

I 

[Mr. M 8 Aney.] 

down by wa^ of contribution and net receipts to the general receipts of 
the Government of India So out of the amount realised by the Govem- 
mert m the form of taxes, either direct or indirect, only an infinitesimally 
small fraction is placed before the House m the form of this Finance Bill 
and they say, "We have come before you for supplies" I am perfectly 
sun* the Government of India know that not onl^ can they get these supplies, 
cvtn if the House does not vote for them, but they have got other wavs 
also of getting the major portion of their supplies without the vote of this 
House So long as the position is what it is, rn\ friend Mr Kelkar was 
perfectly justified in bavmg that the presentation of the Budget as w'ell as 
the presentation of the Finance Bill is more or less a foimal affair, and if 
that IS a formal affair, our opposition to it is also a formal affair If that 
le a solemn affair, then our opposition to it is also solemn and sincere Sir, 
this House lias been ci}ing to gt‘t a light of voting on every pie which the 
Government of India want to recover bv means of taxes and spend m this 
country So long as that right is not conceded to us, this House has got 
a right to record its protest in the only constitutional manner in which it 
can do so This \ear wt have decided, Sir, not to support the Finance Bill, 
and we want the (jocernrnont to get it passed on their own strength and 
on the strength of the votes of the official block as v\ell as of such others 
as are enamoured of this Bill 

(At this stage Mr President vacated the ('haii which was taken b> 
Mr Deputy President ) 

Then, Sir, the last point w’hich I wish to deal with is this When the 
Government of India are proceeding to recover such a huge amount by wa> 
of heavv taxes, I want them to understand that the people are not in a 
mood to pay such heavv taxes, and the recovery of those taxes will cause 
a feiment in the country, it will cause trouble which may add to the 
tumult and turmoil already created by so great a man as Mahatma 
Gandhi Your taxation proposals will go to aggravate the situation, 
rather than bring some relief to the people I have already referred to 
that point more than once m the course of my speeches m this House, 
but the point is of such great importance that it deserves to be repeated 
more than once I repeat that the Government of India should have been 
very cautious m framing their taxation proposals this year, particularly 
when they had sufficient notice that a huge campaign of no-tax was going 
to be launched They thought that the promise which they had held out of 
summoning a Bound Table Conference would bnng about a complete 
change of mentality ; they thought that it would be a temptation enough to 
drown the spirit of the people and wean them up from the campaign, to 
which an impulse has been given by so great a personality as Mahatma 
Gandhi I may tell the Government that there are people, and a verv 
large section too, who sincerely feel that MahatmajFs campaign should 
prove a success, and if the Government of India do not take to counsels 
given by very responsible Members and mend their ways in time, I mav 
tell them, notwithstanding their genuine desire to bring about a Bound 
Table Conference to discuss the future constitution, and notwithstanding 
the honest desire of a certain section of the public to reciprocate in the 
belief of getting Dominion Status, the whole thing might turn out to be a 
grand fiasco to the standing disci^B of Gie Government of India and to 
the entire discomfiture and unutterable woe and distress of the poor ta»- 
ndden and miserable masses of the country In these oirotlmstanceB, Sir, 

J am unable to support the Finance Bill which is before us now. 
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Six Darcy Lindsay (Bengal European) I move. Sir, that the question 
be now put 

Dr* Zianddin Ahm ad : Sir, I am not in favour of paralysing the Govern- 
ment, but I have got very genuine grievances against the Government, 
and I see no alternative but to oppose the present finance Bill as this 
IS the only method by which I can express my feelings against the Gov- 
ernment Sir, one gentleman the other day remarked that the Finance 
Member was a heartless being But to my mind a Finance Member is 
not void of heart, but lie has got tuo hearts, one of tlitin begins to opCfale 
when he looks into the expenditure side, and the other begins to operate 
when he considers the income side and begins to search the pockets of 
others It is just what we find in this Bill 1 appealed se\eral times to 
the Finance Member to provide some monev for enforcing pnmarv educa- 
tion in the countn This has been before the Assembly and before the 
Imperial Council from 1911, but the Government have not given seiioiis 
attention to the matter I expected that either the silver or the sugar 
duty would be ear-marked for the expansion of primary education through- 
out British India and the money ear-marked for primary education should 
be given to various provinces according to then requirements 

The second thing about which 1 appealed several times, but about 
which 1 had no response from the Government, is about the change of 
policy in education One rnav sa\ that education is a transferred subject 
and that the Government of India have nothing to do uith it No doubt 
the detailed administration is under the provinces, but the general educa- 
tional policy, I maintain, is and should be in the hands of the Government of 
India, m the same manner as the agricultural policy is in the hands of 
the Governtnenl of India 

The thud grievance about which I have to speak is about the Sarda 
Act Some people argue that vve Mussalmans on this side of the House 
are in favour of early marriages That is not the case It is the other 
way round The Muhammadans never had the practice of early marriages 
The important point on w^hich they lav great stress is that the Government 
have begun to interfere with our Shariat, and that is the point on w'hich w^e 
are going to oppose it It is rather unfortunate that the Government did not 
have the correct opinion about the feelings of the Muhammadans on this 
particular point, and it is becoming more and more apparent that the 
Muhammadans will on no ground tolerate any kind of interference m 
religious matters Some people ask, “Why are you opposing the Bill when 
it 18 not against the Sliariat" In leplv I relate a story A fowl died 
m the house of a person and he began to cry and weep When persons 
m the neighbourhood asked him whv he wag making such a great howl 
in legard to such a tiny matter, he said “The Angel Israel has seen mv 
house and I do not know' what mnv happen tomorrow'* We oppose this 
because of a feeling in our mind that we do not know what niay ha^jpen 
tomorrow It is this feeling which urges the Mussalmans to oppose the 
Bill tooth and nail We have got the example of th^ Cawnpore mosq^ie 
People at that time said that it was a small matter, why did we make 
€dl this trouble about the mosque Had it not occurred, most of the 
mosques m New Delhi would have disapfieared. 

Sir, the next point I should like to take up is the Skeen Comfnittee 
I hope I am not revealing any of the seoreta of tiie Ck>nunHta0i^wbe& I 
say that certain Members in that Committee wanted to go mucii further 

F 2 
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than the recommendations of that Committee, but they withdrew their 
liberal recommendations simply on the ground that they should present 
a unanimous Report, as the ch^ces of its acceptance would then be more* 
promising Had they known beforehand that Government would not 
take any note even of the unanimous recommendations of the Com- 
mittee, which was presided over by no less a person than Sir Andrew 
Skeen, but would shelve the Report, many Members would have written 
n Minority Report Some persons said that most of the recommendations 
of the Skeen Committee have been given effect to I have read these 
recommendations once again, and I find that nearly all these recom- 
mendations ore still in abeyance, and it is surprising that these recom- 
mendations, which were unanimous and which had been repeatedly 
demanded by this Assembly, have not yet been given effect to 

The next thing on which I have a gnevance is the reform for the 
Jb’rontier Province We carried this particular question without a division, 
and I am sure that my Honourable friend Nawab Sir Abdul Qaiyum will 
never get his reforms b> always voting with the Government There may 
be a chance of getting them by opposition to the Government 

The next point is the protective duties There are two ways by which 
one can exorcise proteclion One is that we impose heavy duties on our 
imports The second thing, which is equally important, is to encourage 
the homo industry by giving ib some kind of bounty Taking the case of 
sugar winch lias been iei\ much discussed, it is not enough for the encour- 
Hgemont of flic sugai indusli y if we impose duty on Java sugar Tt is equellv 
important that ue must subsidise the cultivation of sugar-cane in various 
provinces If the sugar-cane cultivators are helped, either in the shppe 
of remission of revenues or m cash then the sugar crop will grow and the 
sugar industry will develop m various provinces 

I should also like to draw the attention of the Assembly to the exchange 
ratio of 1« C)(l This is not the time to raise that particular question, 
but the finances of India will be relieved if the Government of India 
reduced the ratio to 4d. 

It 18 rather unfortunate that one speaker has drawn the attention of 
the Assembly to the work done by Sir Muhammad Habibullah I think 
he has done a great disservice to Sir Muhammad Habibullah by repeating 
these facts this morning He would probably be nearer the truth if he 
had substituted, for the words “Sir Muheunmad Habibullah” the words 
“Mr Bajpai” 

Hr. K. 0. Roy: On a point of carder. May I say that not a word was 
meant or even implied against Sir Muhammad Habibullah? 

Mr. Deputy Prostdent: That is not a point of order, Mr Roy 

Mr* K. 0« Roy: I know some of the rules of the House 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I want to leave it at this pomt I leave it to 
tih* mathematical Members of Ais Assembly to draw mathematical equa- 
tions from it 

Kawab Sir Sahibkada Abdul (North-West Frontier Province : 

Nominated Non-Offioial) What i$ the formula? 

Dr. ZiauAdbl Ahmad: Let us dismiss it outside 
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I next want to draw the attention of the Gtovemment to the commu- 
nal fights which are going on between the Hindus and Muhammadans. 
1 took the opportunity to examine some of them, and I discovered that, 
m a majonty of cases, the Goveniinent officials were m the wrong (Hear, 
hear ) Had the Government officials taken the right action at the right 
moment, then most of the troubles would have been avoided I wish 
therefore that, whenever these troubles occur, we should not only bring 
the Hindu and the Muhammadan culprits before the Court, hut some 
kind of tribunal may be appointed to consider the conduct of the Govern- 
ment officials who will be found to be in the wTong, and if Government 
officials also are brought to task, then most of the communal troubles, 
which we hear so much will disappeai 

Sir, the next point that I wish to draw attention to is the repeated 
recommendations niade b\ m> Honouiable friend Mr Ga\a Prasad Singh 
aliout income-tax X think he has drawn a very good illustration that, if 
the income of a person is Rs 1,999, he has to pay no tax, but the moment 
hi8 pay IS increased by Rc 1 to Rs 2.000. he has not only to pay income- 
tax on the increase of Re 1, but also on the entire amount of Rs 2,(X)0, 
which IS unjust and I hope the Honourable the Finance Member woll look 
into this matter 

Kawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qalyum : How does that compare wuth land 
revenue? 

Dr. Zlauddln Ahmad: The point I wish to bring to the notice of the 
(loveinrnent is th<it if the income is raised be>ond a certain amount, then 
the tax should bo levied on the increased amount and not on the entire 
mcome 

Mian Mohammad Shah Kawaz: What about land revenue^ 

Dr. Zlauddln Ahmad: This point I would leave to mv Honourable 
friend to develop 

Now, I come to the Round Table Conference, which has been so much 
talked about Sir, there have been different ways of expressing loyalty 
to the Government at different times, and now the way in which we 
oxpress loyalty m these davs is (1) that we should have full Dominion 
Status and (2) w’e thank His Excellency the Viceroy for having invited 
this Round Table Conference These are the two formulae by means of 
which we express our loyalty to the Government Let me examine rather 
more closely this proposal of Round Table Conference First, I take up 
the Muhammadans The Muhammadans no doubt have represented their 
views before the Simon Commission and they stated ajl they had to say 
And whenever they go to the Round Table Conference, the Muhammadans 
would only say that they have already said it They further para- 

phrase the memorandum which was presented to Sir John Simon and also 
paraphrase the famous Minute of Di^isent of Dr 8uhrfi(^ar<H, which some- 
how, m spite of repeated requests and questions to the Honourable the 
Home Member, has not seen the light of day and no reply is forthcoming 
Hut still as far as the Muhammadans are concerned, they will only repeat 
what they had already said 

Now, as regards the other side, there is a very substcmtial opixiloii not 
only shared by persons labelled as extremists, but also by moderahw They 
Ba y i^t the solution for India’s problems lies ip India and not in Hn|^and 
xhfs is the opinion expressed to me by Mir Manchurji Bhownagari when ^ 
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I met him in London in 1928 He said “Why do you bring bo many 
deputations to this country?" From hig long experience of Indian politics, 
he was of opinion that India’s solution lay in India itself and not in 
England 

Lieut-Ck>lone] H. A. J, Gldnay (Nominated Anglo-Indians) That was 
two jears ago 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I suppose the opinion, which he expressed two 
\eMr8 ago, will prove more important after the experience of the last 
two years Now the only persons who should be ver) pleased are those 
who were tired of the agitation against the Simon Commission and who 
found a wav to come out of it These arc the only })ersona who ought 
to be very thankful to the Government and proud of this new situation 
At any rate, as far as the Muhammadans are eoncerned, uc will never 
oppose a movement of tliis kind We will always co-operate with the 
Guvemrncnl, ue will cooperate with the All Parties Confcience, we vill 
co-operate w'ltli even see tion of the Indian community, and we wnll lay 
our ]U8t and genuine denmnds before them, and try to work out a future 
constitution for India, which mav best suit the people, and a constitution 
which mav benefit not one particular section, but ma> benefit every 
section of the people residing m this land 

Mr. Anwar>ul-Azim (Chittagong Division Muhammadan llural) I am 
gnitidul to vou, Sir, for giving me this opportunity to take j>art m the 
debate and make a few remarks here in this connection I will not 
follow the examples of my Honourable friends who have indulged in 
diatribes of various kinds and sorts about the ills with which the Govern 
ment of India are afflicted, but I should confine my observations to one 
or two matteis which have fallen from some of the previous speakers 
This morning our Honourable friend, who represents the Rohilkund and 
Kumaon Divisions Non-Mushm constituency in this House, while talking 
about dehvcnng the goods in connection with Round Table Conference, 
referred to Mr Ganclhi as the person who can do it, but, Sir, I have 
inv own doubts about it Mr Gandhi is a very great man, perhaps 
one of the greatest Indians living in our time, and there are lots of people 
who are of his way of thinlung Mr Ranga Iyer opined that Mr 
Gandhi alone would be able to deliver the goods at the Round Table 
Conference to the British people I have great doubts about it myself, 
because, knowing ns I do most of the people living here, especially the 
IMushms, I must say honest) v that it will not be possible for Mr Gandhi 
to deliver our goods because his creed is different from ours If the Gov- 
ernment have wisdom m selecting our people to represent our story before 
the Round Table Conference, thev will select noblemen like Mr Jinnah 
and Nawal) Sir S Abdul Qaivum Khan of the Frontier Province 

Pandit HUakantha Baa: Do you represent all the Mussalmans m India? 

ICr. Anwar-ul-Aaim : Yes, T voice their sentiment here I have tfo 
support of the Muslim League behind me 

Ideut.-Oolonal S. A, J, Qidnay; Do you include all the minorities? 

Mr. Anwar^uLAxizn : In India there are two classes alone Muslims and 
Non-Muslims Sir, there is one other matter, rather disoonnected wit|i 
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the purpose of this proposal, and that is the much maligned reformed con- 
stitution which has been allowed to work here m this country from 1921 . 
I find, Sir, some, not excepting even responsible men like Mr Kelkar, 
committing this folly They are here as the result of that constitution 
of 1920 They are nere as a result of that open-mindedness, if I may 
call it so, of the British public and they are here in this House as a 
result of the constitution that was evolved by the genius of the late Mr 
Montagu and Lord Chelmsford But what do they do here? In season 
and out of season, we hear condemnation of this constitution May I 
pertmently ask my Honourable friends, who have come into this House 
by that constitution, how they can decry the very constitution which has 
enabled them to come here, and why, in spite of their decrying it here in 
season and out of •reason, the vcr\ constitution is growing strong and that 
with the help of Swarajists and Nationalists? 

Mr. N. 0. Kelkar (Bombay Central Diyision Non-Muhainmadan 
Rural) Is the Honourable Member himself satisfied with the present con- 
stitution? 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qai3nim: It is the constitution under 
which you have come to this House 

Mr Anwar>ul- Azim : Now, Sir, I have no quarrel with anybody, least 
of all with a man in the position of Mr Kelkar, because of all 
^ the people to my right, I think the Responsivist Group have got 
some Msion of judgment in them That, however, is by the way 

Last year when I was talking on the third reading of the Finance Bill, 
the Honourable the Finance Member found fault with me, because I dilated 
a little on the ancient history of the Moghuls I said that it was the 
Moghuls who had granted trade facilities to the forenmnera' of the Honour- 
able the Finance Member here m this country, the East India Company, and 
a result of those facilities, w'ere able to kill the Portuguese and Butch 
trade in the Gulf of Martaban M\ only purpose w^as to remind Government 
that, perhaps at one time they w’ere given good treatment bv our fore- 
fathers and now, when we are fallen on evil days, perhaps the old associa- 
tions and old memories might help them to come to our just aid and 

assistance I remember that immediately after me, a sigh of relief was 

heaved b\ m\ friend Mi K C Neog\ who said that we were now^ relieved 
of this old story and we might go for a second to the Finance Bill If 
Mr Neogy was actually an impartial critic he would surely have taken 
exception to our fnendg on my right w'ho last v^ar and this 3 ear have 
been indulging in things which aie not connected wuth the Finance Bill 
This afternoon Sir, 3011 wll lemembcr that sonic flings were made at our 
expense by the Honourable Member from Burdw’an I do not think I can 
go dowm to his level of abuse, and I think it will be better if I leave him 

severely alone at that stage Mv purpose is this, it is not that we cry 

for the imoon, it ig not that we want anvthing at the expense of others. 
What we cry for is this, that our just and legitimate demands in all spheres 
should be respected and considered 

Kow, Sir, coming to the Bill itself, I might pertinently make one 
observation with regard to the items which form part of it Frolm 
very ludd statement which has been put f6hrdrd for our consideiBtioti 
by the Honourable the Finince Member, it appears, on the face ol tt, that 
p^rhkpa the proposed taxation demanded by him are for purposes ior 
which we have all been clamouring On a reference to paragraphs 
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onwards, jou will find that he hag distinctly stated that, out of the 
revenue that will bo accumulated, he expects some surpluses which will 
be utilised for the coming reforms My friends on my right have observed 
that, even they can read between the lines of what the Finance Member 
said in his budget speech If these paragraphs are taken ilmpartially, 
the\ can easily see that some sort of change is coming on in the administra- 
tion of the provinces, and for that purpose, some amount of money wdl 
be needed If we cry for being Ministers and Executive Councillors on 
the one hand, and at the same time decry Government iMth reasons, 
plausible or otherwise, I do not see how we can call ourselves consistent 
Because you know that we cannot possibly have the cake and eat it at the 
same time If \ou mean to follow the example of England here, }OU 
must pay for it * You px:>uld not possibly have a panchayat or baitakkhana 
gossip and run the whole administration on those lines So I say that 
some of the items of taxation, which have been put forward m the Finance 
Bill, are justifiable 

I would like to refer to one other matter and that is in connection with 
one or two reniarks which fell fiom the Honourable the F.nance Member 
m reply to the speeches made during the budget discussion Referring 
to the members of the Standing Finance Committee, he said that gentle- 
men who form the personnel of that Committee should be nither intelligent 
exponents of the case of Government so far as the financial side is con- 
cerned I think it 18 a very legititmate demand on Ins part to make of 
those Members who are on the Finance Committee So far as that Com- 
mittee 1^ concerned, I do not know much I am sure quite a lot of intelh 
gent gentlemen ha\e been sitting on that Committee, and I am sure they 
try their level best to grasp the things put before them But it seems to 
me that there is some sort of a hide-and-seek policy so far as the forma- 
tion of these Committees is concerned If you analyse the past history 
of the forimation of the Railwa} Finance Committee, vou will find that 
there ore many gentlemen W'ho are not only not conversant with the rail- 
way side of finance, but are absolutely innocent of an\ ability to take any 
part in the proceedings That is the state of affairs in some of the commit 
tees which are formed, and I am sure I need not 8 u> very much so far as the 
selections to other Committees are concerned They show such a lack of 
'in agination What about the Banking Enquiry Committee, and others of 
that kind? In the biiilget speech of the Finance Member he has very 
eloquently pleaded the cause of the provinces and also for their agricul- 
tural populations He says that, for agricultural development lots of 
things are necessary and they will require lots of money May I not 
pertinontly ask him whether it should not form a very important matter 
for disc ission w'hether these provinces should be given some power of 
original taxation and not rely for the suceess of their administration on the 
good graces of the Government of India? 

Last of all, I agree with the Deputy President with regard to our general 
story in all its bearings and spheres It seetos to me that, unless oertain 
oases are threshed out here on the floor of the House they do not gen(?irally 
draw the attention of the Government of India I for one should have 
thought th^t, if, the Govemtoent of Indht* as such, meant business^ the n 
out of thek own initiative. wouLcl have looked to things which were 
to be henefloial to all and not have created this annual diaouasion 
which sometimes causes acrimony. I do not think, Sir, I shall be lutiifled 



THE INDIAN flNANOB BIIX 


in taking any more time, except that I reiterate what I have said on other 
occasions on the floor of the House, on the cut motion of Mr. Kelkar and 
on the Demands for Grants Last of ail, I wish to say, without showing 
any disrespect to vou, Sr I think vou were rather hard, while talking 
fchw morning, about a Muhammadan gentleman whose name was not 
mentioned {An Honourable Member “Nameless” ) Yes, but of course 
he has been found out and he is practically neanng the time to retire and 
1 do not think we shall be nght just to let him have an impression that 
we did not wish him w^ell at the time of retiiement One other matter, 
which 18 absolutely personal, hut I should like to mention it So far as 
Mr K C Ro\ IS concerned he ’s a distmj^uished Honourable colleague of 
ours. 

Mr. Deputy President: Nothing about Mr K C Eoy Personalities 
are not to be discussed here 

Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : With these words I close my speech 

Mr. Fazal Ibrahim Rahlmtulla (Bombay Central Division Muham- 
tmadan Biiral) Sir^^ I desire to make a few observations though at this 
late hour Mv reason is that the debate, as I understand, has been 
vMongj^ conducted foi thi^ reason, that it w’ouIJ be showing a great deal 
of irrespons’bility if we, at this juncture, reject the Finance Bill The 
occnsion which is sTi^en to us should he utilised, to my mind, for two 
purposes One is honest criticism of the Govemment'a work during the 
past year, and the other is useful suggestions for the future If we can 
satisfy these two heads dm mg this debate, I think the Honourable the 
Finance Member and Members of Government would feel \ery grateful 

Sir I would like to mention ns regards the first point, that we have, 
according to mv calculation, given more to tlie Finance iMember than 
what he has actually asked m the shape of taxation First of all, one 
point Will make this clear, namely an additional duty proposed by Sir 
Pursliotamdaa Thakurdas, from 30 to 38 per cent on silver thread, silver 
wire, etc , will certainly give the Finance Member an additional income 
I therefore thinly, Sir, tint I shculd draw the attention of the Honourable 
the Finance Member to this, that if there is surplus, he should not allow 
other departments as it has been the case in the past, to run extravagant 
expenditure because there is a surplus and they can spend it in any way 
they like The Fmance Member has, in his budget apeech, on page 50, from 
paragraph 77 onwards, traced the whole of the present situation regarding 
the need for taxation, regarding the retrenchment m expenditure and the 
future outlook in the country, and I, Sir, having regard to his statement, 
will not allow a single pie to be spent more than what is absolutely neces- 
sary Now, as regards the one point on which I think the Honourable Mem- 
bers here are feeling very dissatisfied, namely the consultation with party 
leaders. I think T am voicing the opinion of ray Honourable friends here 
when I say that the system which is adopted by the Government of consul- 
tation with leaders is a svstem which has not met with the approval of 
many Members of this House (Hear, hear.) WMst they do not wish 
to diloourage the policy of consulting with leaders, they must make it olear 
that leaders should not be made to keep strict secrecy about thede Witters 
and that they should be allowed to consult their followers. If they wtafld 
do tiiat« mhra of the criticism would undoubtedly disappear, ^ 
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The aecond point is that the large number of Members in this House 
at present do not belong to any party whatsoever Then do I understand 
that Government desire to deliberately exclude these people from consul- 
tation? Or do I draw the inference that, by this system, they want to 
force every individual from belonging to one party or the other? 
1 hope, Sir, that the Government will consider this aspect of the ques- 
tion, th^t whilst I have no objection to Government consult'ng the part-^ 
leaders m arriving at a settlement satisfactory to every one, they will see 
that a gnevance of this character should never be allowed to remain 
amongst the Members of this House 

Sir I would like to congrnfuhito iiiv Honouinblo friend Mi Eanga 
l}er, on his very ahl* and brilliant speech this morning I think, Sir, 
there is one point to ulncdi I take exception in his speech In his enthusiasm 
he has told tins House that it is onlv Mahatma Gandhi who can 
deliver the goods on brlialf of India VVhiKt I have verv great reverence 
tor Mahatma Gandhi and T do not uish to sav nn\ thing ^hich would 
directly or indirectly reflect on him T must sav, Sir, that at this juncture, 
at any rate, he does not enjov the confidence of the Mussalmans of India 
1 hope, Sir, that w'hilst is concentrating his efforts on the question of 
civil disobedience, and on the question of forcing Govemmvmt’s hand'^, he 
will eonoentrate on wnnnuig the goodwill and Cf) operation of all the 
rninor'iies in India If he were to go from heie as tb« ambassador of 
India all by himself, with the goodwill and co-operation of all minonties, 
I have no doubt that with the abilitv and respect that he commands 
throughout this country and other count nes, he would be able to secure 
for U8 u great deal more than anv mdnidual who went either m his indivi- 
dual capacity, representative capacity or collectne capacity to the Bound 
Table Cmforence (Hear hear) 

(At this stage Mr President lesumed the Chair ) 

Sir, a great deal has been made out about the Bound Tnble Conference 
I have seen people holding out threats that if such and such a condition 
18 not fulfilled, if such and such a thing does not happen, they will not 
go to the Bound Table Conference T w'ant to sav very cleai]\ that Indians 
would commit a great blunder in their life if the\ do nob go to the Bound 
Table Conference unconditionally 

Mr. Prasldent: Without invitation^ 

Mr. Facal Ibrahim Rablmtulla: We will be imited at least that is my 
information I would like to point out that we I'ave times out of number 
in this House, said that the present Government are an irresponsible Gov- 
ernment We have times out of number pointed out that there are 
griovances of ours which the Cabinet Members cither are not in a position 
to remedy or are prevented from remedying bv nersons w’ho are not in 
India but who practically rule the Cabinet of India from Bnglaud I 
therefore think, Sir, that this is an oocasihn which should be utilised by 
every Indian for putt'ng forward our views jointU. unitedly and with one 
voice, if we wish to secure an honourable place for India within the Empire 

Sir, there is one point which my HtMtiOorable friend, MauWi Muhammad 
Yakub, touched ihh morning, and it wftS regarding the semoes I should 

llVii filtt 4ti ihnf In t'Uia mikfAAt* ar^ 
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that whilst Government have given us pledges — and one of these jMges 
was read out by MauJvi Muhammad Yakub a« given by His Excellency 
Lord Reading, the cx- Viceroy of Indiia, that, \\hen there are vacancies^ 
one-third of them should be allotted to the minority communities in Indie. 
I think in the case of Mussalmans that is a very wrong thing to do The 
point that I wi<?h to make is that every vacancy should be filled by tiie 
minorities until one-third of the total number in the services is fill^ by 
the minoritv communities m all the Departments of Government That 
IS the point at issue If \ou go on filling one-third of the vacancies as 
the\ occur b\ the minorit\ communities, ^ou will never be able to satisfy 
all the minorities, and «;pecialK the Mussalmans of India 

Mr. President: Is the Honourable Member not satisfied with Lord 
Reading s pledge*^ 

Mr. Fazal Ibrahim RahlmtuUa: That pledge, as 1 read it, does not 8a> 
one third of the vacancies occurring, but one-third of the total number — 
cinplo\ed in all the Dcpaitmeiitb Another point, Sir, is this — and I think 
I am voicing the opiniuii of the minorities here — that the system of 
examinations that has been iiitioduced in the Departments is merely a 
farce, it is a device wliuh is didibeiatch made as an obstruction to the 
minoiities getting emplovmrnt m the Government Departments and to 
slide public agitation Government should lav down the minimum quali- 
fications lequucd, without an\ s\'-tcm of examinations, and they should 
als(/ recognise the degrees of the Univei'sities in this country If they 
adopt this system, many of the grievances now prevailing would to my 
mind disappear 

Pandit NUakantha Daa: My fuend proposes abolishing examination in 
recuiitment But what will happen if there are more than the required 
number of candidates even from the minority community ? 

Mr. Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtulla: We have more than the number re- 
quired Sir another point that I wish to make is that Government should 
bv no means adopt a pohev of repression This policy, instead of keeping 
the country quiet, will make the countrv greatlv agitated, and the remedy 
will be worse than the disease The onlv point, to mv mind, on which 
the Government should concentrate their attention is the question of 
povertv and unemployment in India They have, I am clad to say, 
Iirought forward a measure, narneh, the Textile Protection Bill, whicK 
will secure emplovment for a large number of Indians in this countrv 
(Several Honourable Members “Question" ) I do not wish to reply to 
m\ friends Mr Das and Mr Ghuznavi because I reserve mv speech on 
this point for a later occasion when we shall be discussing the Ibdian Tariff 
Bill At that stage mv fiicnd Mr Ghuznavi who has traced the history 
of the cotton mdustrv in India, will have to hear something from me, 
but I do not wish to take up the time of this House at this juncture in 
discussing the Bill which is coming m a separate form and which is 
going to be debated on its owm ments 

Mr. A, fi. Ohnsnavi (Dacca Division Muhammadan Rural) Why do 
you refer to it then? 

^Ilr. Vazal Ibrahim Bahimtnlla: I refer to it because it gives employ- 
myipJ; without allowing the textile industry to be ruined 
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Mr. A« H. OhuinRvi: Question 

Mr. Taxal Ibrahim Bahlnitalla: What is the use of questioning without 
telling U8 how \ou question It is no use saving simply ‘question’ and 
sitting with folded hands If Mr Ghuznavi is able to prove that without 
special protection ho will be able to save the mdustr\, I m>8elf will have 
nothing to complain 

Mr. A. H. Ohuxnavi: Even after getting protection you will not be 
able to save the industry 

Mr. Taxal Ibrahim BahimtuUa: My Honourable friend’s case is pecu- 
liar He has got some grievance, centuries old regarding the Bombay 
mills, and he does not deal with the realitv of the situation, and unless he 
comes to the realities of the situation and leaves his pTievances of 1905 
aside, I do not think he will be in a position to tackle the ments of the 
Bill which IS c'orriing before this House shortly Sir, I do not wish to 
take up the time of this House any longer T again repeat we w'ould 
he committing a great mistake if we reject the Finance Bill 

(Mr Miikhtnr Singh rose m his place ) 

Mr. President: Does the Honourable Memb^i trom Meemt wish to 
^pciuk 

Mr. Mukhtar Singh- Yes, Sir 

Mr. President: How many minutes does the Honourable Member w*ant 
to take ^ 

Mr. Mukhtar Singh: One houi, Sir 

Mr. President: 1 am sorrv I cannot give the Honourable Member one 
hour 

Several Honourable Members: The question mnv be now put 

Mr. Mukhtar Singh: 1 w’lll finish in 46 minutes, Su 

Honourable Members: The question may be nc>w' put 

Mr. President; If the Honourable Member wishes to speak for fifteen 
minutes, I will allow him to do so 

Honourable Members: The question ina> be now put 

Mr. Mukhtar Singh: I will finish within fifteen minutes, Sir 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member cannot fimsh wuthm fifteen 
minutes Mr Navalrai 

Mr. Lalchand Kavalrai (Smd . Non-Muhammadan Bural) Su, in not 
supporting this Bill, I w'ould like to draw the attention of the House to 
one or two policies of the Government I will refer to the sedt tax first 
With regard to the salt tax, there has been a very grave, I shsdl say, the 
greatest resentment in the country. It has led to civil disobedienod by 
Mahatma Gandhi I w’ould therefore not say anv thing more with regard 
to that But I would draw the attention of the Honourable the Fimuoiod 
Member to a definite question with r^^isd to the grievance of the fisher- 
folk belonging to the Districts of Midanar and South Oanara Sir, iliese 
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fishermen are on the coast and they have been making their living cm 
fiab. That fish is being salted, t e,, being cured with siut earth gathered 
from low lying saline fields There uas no salt tax m this, and these 
people used to cure their fish without any payment of tax. When the 
salt tax was introduced, these men also became affected by it; so they 
agitated and showed their discontent, and the result was that a yard system 
was created for supplying salt gratis to these people to cure their fish- 
uithm these vards Now, Sir, this did not come to the help of all tho 
fishermen on the coast, it benefited only those who live near by 
these yards They only could get their fish cured there but since theilr 
tbe;y have been deprived of even that convenience by the management 
of the yards being transferred to the Madras Government, who do not 
care to take a sufficient interest in these \ards Now, with regard to- 
this. Sir, as there is not much time at this hour of the day, I would only 
say that this question of the gnevance of these fishermen heis been hang- 
ing fire since a very long time The policy of the Government has always 
been to redress even an admitted gnevance only when it is too late Now, 
this has been pending since a very long time Regarding it, the Hon- 
ourable Mr Rainadas rantulu moved a Resolution in the Council of State 
lecommendmg that the management and up-keep of the fish-curing yards 
ip the Madr IS Presidcncv bo taken up bv the Central Government The 
debate that took place m the Council of State on the 3rd March, 1927 
shows this Now. though this Resolution was adopted m the Council of 
State, and though it is now moie than throe ^ears since that Resolution was 
passed, GovLimnuit liavo no^ been ible to do anything I would, there 
fore, diaw tlu attention of the Tronouruble the Finance Member to this 
definite grievMuce of the-'o pool })coplo ani ask him to w’ait no more to 
come to their relief 

Then, Sir, a word as regards the Public Service Commission The 
other day I heard the Honourable Dr Ziauddin saying that the Public 
Service Commission should not exist, for the reason that, in the Public 
Service Commission, the members are not proficient in all subjects, and 
therefore they cannot recruit for offices of all kinds Now, Sir, if my 
Honourable fnend had had his attention drawn to what the selection boards 
or heads of offices are doing with regard to recruitment, I think he would 
not have referred to the Public Service Commission in the terms he did 

Mr. Prasident: That is not a reason for rejecting the Finance Bill? 

Mr. Iialchand Kavalrai: That shows, Sir, that Government’s policy 
IS wrong w'lth regard to that I would onlv sav, Sir, that the Fubijo 
Servuce Commission is doing fairlv good work, but that the selection boards 
require to be greatly improved 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I know the working of the Public Service 
mission in India and T know the working of the same institutions ^ 
England and elsewhere 

Mr. T ^rhand Vavalral: I do not sav that the Honourable Member 
does not know it, hut what I meant to draw hii attention to was that he 
should divert his attention to what the Selection Boards are doing The 
Selection Boards are sending for hundreds of people, talcing so much 
monev on the application forms from them which the Government sopfdy- 
and examining hundreds of candidates, but the resitit is only that they 
prefetenoe to some people and select only a few 
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Now, Sir, coming to the Finance Bill itself, 1 submit the poUcy of the 
Government with regard to retrenchment has been entirely wrong I am 
glad the Finance Member has shown sympathy with regard to the curtail- 
ment that he proposes to make We are told that a Commissioner is 
going to be appointed for that purpose but, Sir, unless the policy of the 
Government is changed, no Commissioner, for the matter of that not even 
u ('ommittee, will be able to do much In this connection I may submit 
thnt the present policy of the Government is not to touch tor curtail- 
ment from top to toe, but to touch the toe onh Theretorc strict instruc- 
tions should be given to the Commissioner who ma^ be appointed to con- 
siUer the pav und emoluments, not onlv d small oihcer^ and sub iidiuates, 
but he should begin from the top He should take the othce of the Secre- 
tary of State for India m hand first, then the salaries of Members of the 
Executive Council and so on The other day I heaid the Finance Mem 
bei saying that, even when we get Dominion rule and begin to rule our- 
selves, wo will not be able to keep the Executive C ounnllors on a lower 
yH\ I submit, Sir that when Dominion rule is granted to us, we will 
u( cutting oui (oat according to our cloth, at present the Government 
wants to cut an English coat, even when there is no sufficient cloth 

In this conn('cticjn I would like to cite one or two instances to show 
how retrenchment is being effected, at present 1 was reading a pamphlet 
written bv a Profi s^()r Mi H It Bhatepi M A who is i Piofessor of 
F](onomics in the Patna Univeisitv He lias refened to an instance that 
haj pened in the Educational Depaitmcnt which supports m\ mow Thi^* 
18 what he says m his pamphlet 

‘ The pay of the pout of the Vice Chancellor of the Patna Uni\eisit> u<4s letrenched, 
but as the 1 E officer had to be provided for Bomovvheie, he i everted to his substan- 
tive post, carrying about the same emolument All officers nftinj; in the chain of his 
vacancy were removed back until an unfoitunate teachoi officiating on a small pittance 
was thrown out of employment '' 

This IS, Sir, what happens with the fate of retrenchment Now, have 
wo not enough of instances in the Central Government itself? We have 
an instance in the Central Board of Revenue Recontlv , Sir, there arose 
the question of the appointment of a permanent Secretary to the Board, 
and what do we find? Since Central Board of Revenue was separated 
from the Finance Department, a Deputy Secretary, taken from the Finance 
Department, was working as a Secretary of the Board, and he was doing 
hla work quite satisfnctorilv We know Mr Sundaram, wKo has been 
acknowledged to be a very competent man, and he was carrying on very 
well, yet the Government thought that a permanent Secretary should be 
appointed and who should he be? I have read the minutes of the Finance 
Committee, and I find that they wanted to provide for an I C S fcnan 
with an emolument rising up to Rs 2 500 That is so far as one of the 
higher offices of the Central Board of Revenue is concerned, but now let 
us see what thev have been doing in some of the smaller offices On 
the one hand, thev raised the pay of the Secretary, on the other hand 
thev considered the pay of the peons of the Income-tax Department in 
Bombay and Sind There we find, while the Commissioner of Income- 
tax, Bombay recommended that the peons of Bombay should be put on 
the same lord as other peons itt the mofussil, they made an increase of one 
or two ruipees m the pay of these peons, but advocated that the peons ol 
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the Income-tax Department m Smd who * dfaw^Og one w4>eo 

more than the peons in other Departments m Sind should be retrenohed 
This IS the way, Sir, in which retrenchment is being carried on, and I 
say, .until the policy of the Government remains unchanged, .therp, wilj be 
little or no use in appointing any Commissioner or Committee 

1 will n'bw say a word about the sugar tax My Honourable friend 
Ml Abdoola Haroon from Karachi put fon^ard the gneyance 
with regard to sugar tax preference It related to Kathiawar 
State Imperial Preference is strongly opposed m this House and 
Sir. on the same principle I would ask there should exist no State 
preference and the differential treatnunt as to recoverv of sugar tax 
should be done awa\ with as well With regard to sugar industries, m 
in' owm life I saw so much sugar-cane growing in fields and small factories 
making sugar which have fast disappeared m villages So these small m 
du'Jtnes should be reorganized and gi\en the necessary help to revive 
the sugar industry of this country If m anv case however the tax is 
being increased greater attention should be paid to the development of th-- 
sugar industry 

Coming now to Impel nil Preference with regard to cotton piece- 
goods 

Mr. President: You will have an opportunity to speak on it tomorrow 

Mr. Lalchand Navalraf^. OnK one word Sir, with regard to Imperial 
Pieference I am entirelv opposed to it There has been a great deal of 
feeling among the public on this question and the unanimous opinion of 
the people is that it should not be allowed I have received certain tele 
grams from the Karachi Merchants Association and also from Calcutta, 
and I will read only one telegram It says this 

“Karachi Merchants’ Association strongly oppose introduction of Imperial Preference 
in Indian budget in connection with protect i\e duty on cotton piece goods Such pre- 
ference will ultimately cause harm to India by siibjectin,z her fiscal policy to interests 
of other parts of Empire and will initiate hoetile legislation in countries concerned, 
harm many trades and ether interests and strain India’s relations with other countries ’* 

Sir, I endorse all this I will not tire the House any more I would 
only say that in not supporting this Bill I wdll ask Government to tedee 
note of their wrong policies 

Mr. W. A. Ck)Sgrave (Assam Nominated Official) I move, Sir, that the 
question be now put 

(Mr Mukhtar Singh rose in his seat ) 

Mr. Prasident : I am sure the Honourable Member will be very mason- 
able It IS already getting too late 

Mr. Mukhtar Singh (Meerut Division- Non-Muhammadan Bural). 
Thank you very much, Sir After all, I hate got the obance ot speaking 
on this motion The main point that I want to disousa today, is that it 
is an admitted fact . . 

^ Hr. Jahangir K. Mtuohi (Burma Non-European) : Might I auggeet^ 
Sir, that you might adjourn now till eleten tomorrow? 

Hr. PrMdani; No. 
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Ml. fttbwgir X. Mmitlii: It is already very late now, '&!ir« 

Mr, FreaidMit: I must fTnish the Third Beading today. 

Mr. Mokhtar Siogh: The only point that I want to make le this 
Who IS responsible for the poverty of the masses? Is it the monsoon o: 
the excessive ram which, as the Finance Member said, is responsible oi 
18 it the Government that is responsible for the poverty of the masses 1 
I shall dismiss the question of the monsoon and the excessive ram withir 
a few minutes by saying that it is not only in India that the ram god ifl 
not pleased with the Indians Such natural calamities do occur in eveiy 
country of the world Rather, I should think India is very fortunate in 
that respect Even England is affected by floods and frost, Japan is 
affected by earthquakes 8ir, n country that has perennial rivers flowing 
and contains any amount of sub-soil water cannot be at a disadvantage as 
regards want of monsoon If \ou refer to the figures, you will be pleased 
to notice that, m 1890-91, the irrigated area was 21*1 per cent as com- 
pared to the total cropped area The percentage of irrigated area to the 
Ci-opped area m 1921, after a lapse of 80 years remains the same, i e , 21 1 
]jer cent Thut clcailv shows that the Government have done nothing 
worth tho name in fho meantime They have not tried to increase the 
lilt ICS for uncial ion and now it does not he m tlicir moutli to complain 
about the want of monsoon Besides this, during the short time at my 
disposal, T shall trv to convince the House that the Government are res- 
ponsible for the poverty of tho masses of this country on other scores 
first point Is the question of the burden of taxation In 1011-12, the 
burden of taxation per head, excluding land revenue, was Rs 1-7-0 In 
1916-17 it rose to Rs 8-4-2, and m 1926-27 it reached the figure of 
Rs 4-8-5, an increase of 291 per cent If vou compare the figure of 1916 
to 1926, you -will find that, withm a period of ten years, tho burden of 
taxation per head has increased by 216 per cent and stil] the Government 
sav that they are not responsible for the poverty of the masses The 
land revenue in 1907-08 was Rs 2,99,48,000 It rose in 1927-28 to 
Bs 38,52,17,000, an increase of 28*7 per cent , and still we are matle to 
believe that the Government are not responsible for the poverty of the 
masses There is one general complaint which T made last year also that 
Government have taken pretty good care that there should not be a com- 
mittee or commission to inquire into the economic condition of this country 
8o far as T am aw^nre, there has not been a single committee or commission 
which has taken up the question of land revenue, the pohey of urigation, 
policy of transport, custom, tariff, etc , etc , in order to inquire whether 
really the poverty of the people is due to Government’s policy or it is due 
to want of monsoon and excessive rain. If complete economic inquiry is 
made I am sure it will be found that Government are responsible for the 
poverty of the masses People are already convinced about it, but the 
Government will also be convinced of it if they really want to be con- 
Hnoed In Great Britain 4*4 men live on a land of 100 acres. In 
Denmark 6 5 in Germany 6-5, in Freaoe 7, in Holland 9 in Belgium 10 
nnd so on live on 100 acres of land What ^houi India? In India 66 
men are living on the same area and this clearly explains why Indiana' 
are poor Every day the pressure on land is increasing Last year I 
pointed out that the percentage living on a««oiiHure in 1881 was only 68 
per Tn 1921, it has increased to 78 per cent That clearly shows 

how far Government are trying to encourage industries of 



THE INDIAN KlNANCh litLt 


peop^le of this country m other pursuits The Sohoiirable the liHnanoe 
Me^nber has made his poboy quite clear ih hia budget speech He says 

“In tlve Urat place and above everylhia^ else, it is neceaaary to ^timnUte and 
irapro\e Ibe agricuIturaT production of the couiitry, so that th^ can retain for them 
aelves and enjoy a (greater portion of the produce for their own aubsisiteoce In the 
second place, it ts destrable to encourage industrial de\ elopment, provided it ia done 
m conjunction with and supple^nent lo the Oigricultural life of tius country.” 

Wl^at does that mean? It means Sir, that this Government would not 
encourage anything unless it haS something to do with the agnoulture of 
this country This is why we find Imperial Preference in our textile 
industry We saw, year before last, that the Tariff Board recommended 
a tax on the import of cloth, but the Government imposed a tax on yam. 
It clearly shows that the Government do not want the poor people of this 
country to prosper I am told, in season and out of ^season, that improve- 
ment in agriculture is the only method by which this poverty can be re- 
moved I want to disabuse the Honourable the Finance Member and 
his Government of this idea Improvement in agriculture will not in any 
way increase prosperity but it will bring in more misfortune I wanted 
to press that point when Mr Sykes put certain questions about the low 
rates of agricultural produce I was told by the Honourable the Finance 
Member and Sir Frank Noyce that stabilisation of pnces is beyond the 
control of any Government and the price is always controlled by the 
demand and supply of the country But my Honourable friend will feel 
convinced if I read a passage from a recent book published m America, 
**Our Debt and Duty to the Farmer'' On page 192, the author of this 
book says 

“The sufferer from sciatica or similar disease may secure temporary relief from 
paroxysms of pain by hot fomentations and mav lessen the frequency of acute attacks 
bv medicines which stimulate the organs of elimination and have a quieting effect on 
the nerves He gets no permanent lehef, however, and no assuianre against recurring 
attacks until the cause is discovered and removed Just so the former may find some 
relief from his economic difficulties hy cutting down expenditures, by reducing prodoc. 
tion costs, by reducing irarketting costs through co operative associations, and by read- 
justing production Because of weather conditions he may find his income temporarily 
increased Tn 1924 for example our wheat farmers enjoyed the unique experience of 
a very large crop and a fairly good price at one and the same time As a result they 
were able to meet their interest and tax payments, pay off some of their debt, and 
make some needed purchases But they had no assurance that they would receive • 
profitable price the next year The fundameotarl trouble with agriculture is 
the distorted relationship between prices of what farmers produce and the pnces of 
other commodities, and the large increase that has taken place in his fixed expenses 
Bocii as labour, interest, transportation, and taxes. Until pnces of farm products rise 
to a fair ratio with price of other things, or pnces of other things drop to approximately 
the level of farm prices, agriculture will continue to suffer economic injustice Farmers 
themselves cannot bring aMut this change except as a sufficient number of them abandon 
their farms and thus reduce production This is a moat dangerous and unwise policy 
tcom the national point of view, for such a process is always ettned too far and 
results in great hardship on consumers before it can be checked It ts also a grosaly 
unjust method because it requires that large numbers must die financially that others 
may live “ 

This is the opinion of an Amencan author an4 it is also the view aiiopt- 

m Efn^iand itself I may tell my Honourabte iriend the Finance Mem- 
ber and ^tr Frank Noyce Sh^, in England, this question was inquired into 
in 1924 . If I am no^ mistaken, a Committee sat lor stabilisation of a^- 
cultural prices and th^ have published a Beport l^nppiio Series No, 2^ 
Hlnista^ pi A^cultt^ and IB^shenes They out that a^oultvs^l 

Osay rise or iall in consequence of th<^ causes which bnng^, about 
a rise or fall in the general level of the prices of all commodities, including 
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cause the greatest value of a large crop to oe less than the wnali crop. 
It has been calculated that American growers of cotton receive more for 
a crop of nine million bales than for 118 million bales while American pro- 
ducers received more for a crop of three nulhon bushels of wheat than for 
one million bushels. Further on they say that no one would deny that 
a favourable season m which there had been plenty of ram and 
aun and freedom from physical disturbances producing rich and healthy 
crop should be an advantage to the producer and therefore I should think 
that he desires nevertheless in the existmg conditions of organisation of 
agricultural industry it is frequently a disadvantage to the production of A 
thing that he fears. In other words, it is true to say that there is no 
adequate machinery for the economic distribution and marketing On 
account of that it frequently happens that a favourable season, yielding a 
heavy crop, leads to temporary congestion of the market and thus the 
farmer has to soli his entire crop at a loss In spite of the above state- 
ment what do wo do here? Sir, m this country, we do nothing else, but 
we try to increase the yield of th^ crop The Honourable the Finance 
Member can very well say that it is a question of demand and supply But 
what do they do in England? Bo they rely upon the principle of demand 
and supply ? No The} have the Oat Subsidy Act, the Wheat Subsidy Act 
and quite recently they have the Beet Sugar Subsidy Act The cultivator 
IS given subsidies for the different crops that he produces and yet even 
with the help of so many subsidies, the English farmer cannot survive on 
land and the population on land is decreasing every day That clearly 
shows, Sir, that without any sort of protection, you have no right to blanie 
the Indian agncultunsts for his poverty When the Government does not 
discharge their responsibilities he could not be anything but poor I may 
read to jou, Sur, a passage written not by an agitator, not by a non-co- 
operator, but by Mr W S Blunt in his book “India under Ripon" At 
page 245, he says 

"1 beh«ve, it may be liated abaoiutely, that the whole of peasant indebtedaesa 
originally came from the neceaaity that impoaed of findirig com to pay the land taxes 
Thla IS the last worst evil which Onglish administration has brought upon the Indian 
peasantry We have given the ryot security from death by violence, but 

we have probably increased his danger of death by starvation ** 

Sir, this is the condemnation m the words of an English author. 
What have you done, mav I inquire for the stabilisation of prices? In 
every country, in America, in Germany, m France and m all other coun- 
tries, they have revised their customs duty, they have revised tbeir tariff 
duty and on account of that they have been able to protect their agricul- 
tural industry But in India where the producers have to send all theur 
raw produce to England, nothing is likely to be done England wants agri- 
cultural produce at a very cheap rate and this is why India should remain 
an agricultural country and the agriculturist should not be protected And 
further, according to the Honourable the Finance Member, no industry 
which, is not connected with agriouUnre should be allowed to survive. If 
this is the policy, 1 am afraid A tittle ia'occniilg when in spite of ^ per- 
secutions, in spite of vour repressicrti ol thp workers in peasants attd w^ers 
leagues, you will fittd that the peasan^w pf this country will reckllse that 
it is not God tha,t is responsible, but this Government is tesp^Me for' 
their tqiserable lot T have not mueh Htea at my disposal, yet I want to 
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ask my Honourable friends on the Govemment Beindwa, how many tunas 
thair land revenue policy has been enquired into and how many times re- 
vised? I may state straightaway the land revenue policy adopted m my 
province. According to the Tenancy Act of my province a tenant is de- 
barred from filing a suit for the abatement of rent, while a landlord is 
allowed to bring his suit for enhancement of rent Why? Because land 
revenue is assessed on the amount of rent that the zamindar pays. If he 
gets more, Govemment gets more. This explains as to why the rent paid 
today can be increased, but cannot be decreased. If your policy rests upon 
this vioioufl pnnciple that no abatement of rent should be allowed but only 
an enhancement of rent should be allowed, then how can you say, let the 
tensnt improve his condition In spite of this your mam cry is, let him 
improve his condition Is that the policy, Sir, by which you can improve 
his condition? Or make his position better? I was told by (S'lr IVank 
Noyce that the 'Agricultural Research Council will bring prosperity to this 
country The Research Coimcil with an amount of ten lakhs and an agri- 
cultural council which is not responsible to this Legislature and about 
which the Govemment have not got the coursige to put the whole scheme 
before this Legislature? Can that Council be expected to bring about 
everything? I am sure that if it is to get money for research work, that 
research work will consist only of how to improve the yield of agriculture 
It cannot enter into the question of economy and there is the end of the 
matter I was told the other day by a very responsible officer of the 
Govemment of India that even Pusa is not responsible for the economic 
sideNif agriculture and rightly too Why should they care for the econo- 
mic side of agriculture? 

If the Honourable Members care to go to Meerut, they will find that 
^ ^ a very large area is badly affected by locusts while all the ento- 
mologists that Govemment have at their command at Pusa and 
in the province are writing slips after slips giving instructions for the 
destruction of locusts But cannot the Govemment spare these experts 
to remmn there on the spot and to show the way by which locusts can 
be destroyed^ They are afraid they cannot do it and they do not know 
how to do it, and therefore these experts, who are drawing fat salaries, 
avoid being at the spot They do not want to get a bad name by their 
failure Is that the way in which the agriculturists are going to be helped ? 

Let me say a few words about the Agricultural Institute at Pusa which 
is said to be doing great things in the way of improvement of agnculture 
I went to Pusa and I stayed there one day more than I was requued, and 
what did T see? The only thing that I saw Tvag that there exists no 
atoiosphere of a research institute It was not n temple of knowledge, 
but a temple of discord and heart burmngs between Indians sM 
Europeans If even amongst research workers you cannot arouse feelings 
of fellowship, comradeship and co-operation bow can yo«i expect to im- 
prove the agnoultum of the country? Sir, I will refer to one passage in 
the evidence given befiore the Royal Commission on Agnculture, in Part I, 
Vbfume 11, by one Mr- Joshi He stated in his evidence : 

marked differehce in pay, proapecta and sUUis of tbeaa larvicea, oonatiiaied 
aad oibared a« thay are'at preeaat, renoiree to soma axtant a raadjutCment m tfaaeat 
dlfferaoeM w^old oidmarib^ create an aiiificiAt ieoae of tOMrioriiy in the nieipban of 
thaidflrfaac and there^ very often prevent the feeling of oomradeehip amongst 

scisniific, workers which is hi^ly desirable bnt wldeb is wid^ existing dlllsrencSa 
hi^ attaliitUs.** 
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This 18 the evidence given by due of jour subordinates and speaks 
volumes of condemnation Being a «’ibormnate he could not give his 
opinion m a more forcible manner, not because he did not feel more 
strongly, but because he could not express it for fear of persecution The 
Indian staff orgapised an association of all the research workers on behalf 
of which 'Mr. JToshi was examined and as soon as this opinion was expressed, 
the members were forced to resign their membership of this association 
The number of members when this evidence was given was 80 and it wae 
reduced within a week to 35 This is the way in which even the Indian 
research workers are treated If agriculture is a transferred subject, I 
would ask Government to transfer this subject to Indians and Indians 
alone, and if they do not improve the condition of the people, then we 
shall cease to talk of Indiamsation If the direction given by the superior 
staff IS there, nothing is possible and nothing is achievable As long sis 
the expi'rts will look to the interests of England alone, nothing is liWy 
to be achieved I may have stated a number * other things if I would 
have the time, but I will only refer to one thing which the Honourable the 
Finance Member said the other day He told us that if the salt tax was 
abolished, the eight crorea which Punjab got by the cultivation of improved 
variety of wheat could not have been secured Let me tell him that last 
year, the Punjab did not get 8 crores, but lost, if not 8 crores, more than 
8 crores, because you allowed the Canadian wheat to come into that pro- 
vince and to undersell the Punjab w^hent Canada which was only culti- 
vating about 2 million acres of wheat about 20 \ears ago is now cultivating 
23^ millions It is a new’ country whose soil has just been brought under 
cultnvation and it can easily undersell wheat in any other country whose 
fertility of the soil has decreased by continuous cropping The Govern- 
ment quietly allowed that w^heat to be sold m the Punjab and in United 
Provinces, and still we are told that the Punjab cultivator has got 8 crones 
by the improved varietj I may be confronted with the Report 

Sir Frank Koyce (Secretary, Department of Education, Health and 
Lands) Had the climatic conditions m Ihe Punjab nothing to do wnth the 
import of foreign wheat? 

Sordor Kortar Singh: Their prices are affected bv the import of foreign 
wheat. 

^ Mr. MnkhUr Singh: No, S'f, I was subra’tting that the method of 
vour reporting Is defective and deliberately too How do you amve at the 
figure of 8 crores? I know how you arrive at it You huve no agency 
by which vou can know that this improved variety has reallj given a profit 
to the cultivator and if so by how much. What do you do is like this 
From the Agricultural Research Institute at Pusa you get a report that 
the improved variety must give so much more than the ordinary variety. 
You take for granted that it is so, and then vou multiply the area by the 
figure of profit jour expeit*s have oal^ated and you get the figure S 
uCores as profit Is that the honest method of wnting your reports? Is 
there any other country which does it like that? I have been studying 
the Agrioulttural Year Book issued by Idle United States of Amenoa I 
have never lound such a thing there, No Government would do it You 
know perfectly well the value of your improvements and this is why you 
take to this method of arbitrary calculation I hope, Sir, this explains as 
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to how the Finance Member said that 8 crorea have been put into the 
pockets of the Punjab cultivators But if he goes to Punjab he will find 
that the Punjab cultivator has lost a large amount in producing wheat 
last year. 

This IS about your improvement There are two questions more tO 
which I will draw the attention of the Finance Member This country is 
poor, not because the agriculturists do not produce sufficient, not because 
the people of this country are lazy and unintelligent, but because the 
people of this country have to support themselves and support the whole 
population of England Therefore they are poor Some people draw fat 
salaries here, and others draw fat dividends from factories the products 
of which must be sold in the Indian maiket end the indigenous article 
produced in this country should be discouraged I will make it clear to 
you only by putting two or three instances We u’cre told that the Govern- 
ment of India have done a lot for the agricultural people by introducing 
good vaneties of manure and fertilisers, and that the Railway Board have 
been good enough to reduce the rates on fertilisers in ordei to keep the 
agriculturists living Is it so? Potassium nitrate wduch has all the 
elements required bv the ngnciiltuiists of this country, has been ruined 
by your excise policy But you will allow the import of scxlium nitrate, 
which contains sodium, an clement injurious to the soil of this country Yet 
^ou will not allow the potassium nitrate manufacturer of this country to live 
Potassium nitrate has a handicap even in railw^ay rates to w'hich I drew the 
attention of the House last \e,ir But here is a very recent instance The 
East Indian Railway increased its lates on manures a few months back and 
at once there was a representation from the manure manufacturers and at 
once the rates were decreased ( Intel riiption) Yf's, for the sake of foreign 
manufacturers 1 hold m my hand a copy of a letter dated the 5th Deoeto- 
ber, 1929, in which these railway rates were decreased At the same time, 
what do we find‘s On bones, the rates were not decreased in spite of the 
representation of the people as Ixwaes are required to be exported outside 
India I shall refer only to a few figures, Sir, which will convince you 
about the vast difference in rates The rates now on the East Indian 
Railway for different foreign manures and fertihsers are * 

for 50 miles 7 pies per maund, 

100 miles one anna 2 pies per maund, 

150 tallies one anna 9 pies per maund, 

200 miles two anas 3 pies per maund, 

300 miles three annas 2 pies per maund, 
and so on. 

Now, what about the bones? For 50 miles alone the exporter has to pay 
one anna eleven pies per maimd m comparison to 7 pies in the other case , 
for 100 miles, he has to pay 2 annas 9 pies, in oempanson to one anna 2 
pies, for 150 miles he pays 8 annas 7 pies m comparison to one anna 9 pies, 
for 200 miles 4 annas 3 pies m comparison to 2 annas 8 pies, for 800 miles 
5 annas 8 pies m comparison to three annas two pies, and so on I liava 
got the entire schedule m mv hands wliich will convince you of the policy 
which is fcJlowed by the Govemhnent Now 1 may be allowed td give 
apoiiher instance of reviving the agncultunst by their railway jxjllicy. 1 
tefer to the B<Maibay milk supply You know, 9ir, smee a very long ttee m 
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with them'' They are imported from the Punjab They are taicen there 
and after one lactation penocl, all of them are slaughtered I will give you 
some startling figures and still the Government sits tight on the question. 
Jn 1900 01 the number of she-buff aloes slaughtered in BoiXibay was 1,198 
(Interruption ) They are not slaughtered for meat I wdl tell \ou why? 
In 1927 28, this number of 1,198 increased to 26,094 In a place which 
imports cattle from the Punjab, milch cuttle are allowed to be slaughtered 
to the extent of 26,094 m one yeai Ig it likely that the breed of she- 
bulfaloes will survive? 

Mr. PreAldittt: The Honoiu-able Member must now conclude 

Mr. Mukhtar Singh: Only five minutes. Sir, with jour permiss on. 
I was submitting, Sir, whj they ha\e been slaughtered It is not because 
meat was required, Ub I n'm told people do not like the meat of a she- 
buffalo Tli( N wore slaughtered because they could not be carried back 
from Bcnibii\ to otluT mofassil places \\i}iy‘^ Because the Railway 
Board incrfMistd thi rates from Rs 50 a wagon to Rs 92 a wagon and they 
will not make aiij (oncession for dry buffak^Cb of a cheaper rate The 
milk supply of (’aicutta can be met with, because there are different rates 
at w'liuli a se ason tic'ket holder can take milk e\er\ da\ from the mofassii 
to Calcutta at cheap rates But that is not done in Bomba\ Here people 
cannot take their buffaloes to the mofassii and bring milk to Bombay 
'I’lm result is that all the people outside Bombuv aio starving, because 
thcj liftve no industry and they are not allowed to follow dairy mdustrj 
Botnbnv is starving for milk because they cannot ketq) cattle and still the 
Oovenunent will say that if they care for anybody, they care for the masses 
alone If you really want the masses to be satisfied, make an honest effort 
to help them Your hypnotism mer the masses is disappearing In 1921 
non-co operation had clearly broken that hypnotism, and now people are 
c‘onvinced that it is not God alone that brings to them hiisfortune, but 
there is something wrong somewhere, and I submit Sir, it is much better 
ff the Honourable the Finance Member revises lus policy I say that all 
your railwav policy, all your agnculturai policy, all \our tanff policy, should 
be revised with only one end in view and that is that India should live and 
that the people of this coiintr> should at least exist I maintam they have 
a right to ev'st and if that right is acceded, thev will be satisfied Even 
for your own sake, you will have to keep them m existence I wish, Sir, 
that the Honourable the Finance Member, ccononi st as he is, financier 
ns he is, shouhl try to go deeper into the matter I w’ould not have touched 
this point at all if 1 had been convinced that these points would be cleared 
up m the Banking Enquiry Committee But I know, Sir, that that Com- 
mittee has nothing to do with all these questions and this is why I have 
to draw attention to them here TIm* poverty of India is not due to the 
factors which vou proclaim to be iretponstble for But y our own policy has 
brought this rum and misery and the sooner you wake up, at leaat in vour 
own interests, the better (Applause.) 

Iti. K. V. BugMWftinl AypaglU (Madras Landholders) It Is very 
unfortunajte, Sir, when m England the socialist Government has come 
to power and when m India such exe^lent gentlemen as our Viceroy 
nnd our Fmanoe Member are presiding over the destinies of our affairs, 
a taxation to the extent of five to sik crores of rupees has bepn levied dni^ng 
this year Sir, when I entered the Council in I9l6. we had only a 
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tBxatiDD of 85 orores or so Now, it has moroased by 50 per cent la 
the course of 14 years Sir, it is the case in all countries that the 
taxation has been much reduced from the war time Budget The present 
day Budget of ours is worse than the wai times Every country has 
reduced its taxation But, unfoi tunatel) , we have got increased burdens 
w-hiJe we were promised during the war a reduction of taxation after 
wars Sir, it is said th'it the reforms weri' the cause of heavy 
burdens m India We wanted reforms only for the purpose of reduction 
of taxation burdens and not for the name of reforms Tlie conditions due 
to reforms seem to be worse tlian war conditions’ Sir, there is no 
corresponding benefits of the reforms that have been the cause of the 
heavy financial burdens in India If tha reforms should bo the cause 
of the hea\\ burdens, I should w»sh that we go back to the old pre- 
reform dn\s rather than enjoy the luxiir\ of these reforms 

Sir, the salt tax was the onh tax that was taken exception to on 
behalf of the masses during the pro n form da\s. but now, Sir, there is 
not only one tax, but there are half-a-dozen taxes that on all sides are 
pressing on the poor man He has to pay a heavier price for his plough- 
share, for his spade, for his sc\the, and for every kind of tool that the pur- 
chases, for the clothing that he wears, for his migration, because the third- 
class fares have increased, for his siigai and now for kerosene oil, and I 
sav, for hrs siher also Sir, some Honourable Members were nodding 
disapproval when Mr Birla was saMng that silver was a poor man's 
commrditv but T sa\ that silver is realh a poor man's eommoditv because 
the richer people have taken to diamonds and gold , for his ornament® 
for so many other things he has to go in for it 

Sir, ever since the late Sir William Mever left the Finance Depart- 
ment, I mav sav a polio of hold taxation has been inaugurated and the 
goose that was laying golden eggs is being gradually throttled It is no 
wonder his purchasing power has vanished and mdustnea in India and 
abroad that were fed by him are suffering 

Sir, Members on these Benches want more money for agriculture, 
for irrigation and for so many other things The Finance Member has 
to provide for funds for discharging the increased duties placed upon the 
Government Sir, I may say that there are ways open to Government 
for finding money without increasing the taxation at this time We 
shpuld not lock up money now' b\ way of railway reserves for some few 
ve^rs —-at least so long as trade depression disappears We should not also 
lay aside a debt sinking fund If these two things are done now, at this 
time when the country is troubled by all sorts of calamities, we can have 
a Budget without any increased taxation The Finance Member, Sir, has 
challenged ua and said that whoever may be the Finance Member it would 
be impossible for him to meet the deficit except by increased taxation 
But now. Sit, I have suggested that we should raid the Bailway Reserve 
Bund and should not l^ve the debt sinkmg fund I do not congratulate 
Honourable Members on this side for yotmg against the Honourable Mr. 
Neogy's Resolution that we should go back on the convention or agree- 
ment in respect of the Railway Reserve Fund that we sre adding to every 
yea r. Sir, we do not have a reserve fund for anything except Railways 
We do hot have a reserve fund for the Army; we do not ^Ve a reservp 
fund for loss opium revenue or customs or any other Hung, and it Ui 
<mly want of confidence in this side of the House that made Sir Chariet 
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net propose a reserve fund only for railways because he perhaps thought 
%i on account of our having a hardy annual in the debates where 
igation and such other matters were trotted out as requiring more money 
iile the contention of the Government was that the railways wanted 
>ro money Sir, the railways have built up 30 crores for five years and 
are laying aside now five crores every year, and for debt sinking fund 
inav be laying aside two or three crores, so that if we make a temporary 
1 on these two funds, I think we can have a balanced Budget, and 
may resort to the railway reserve fund and the debt sinking fund after 
present depression is over 

Sir, one other thing I wanted to sav is this A lot of influential sup* 
t IB given to the question of having a certain percentage of seats in 
vernment services given to diffirent communities, as Hindus, Muslims 
, I do not think anv commiinitv is behind an\ other community 
the matter of p^issing anv competitive examination When this is 
nitted and as is proved tiv our having such eminent men on these 
nches hailing from one (Oinmunity or oilier, 1 do not think, Sir, that 
vmg a certain allot ment to particular communities m services will go 
enhance the eflic lencv of the Government I nm opposed to this com- 
inal allotment, and I sav that if only efficiencv should be the guidance 
the matter of recruitment to the services and not communal considera* 
ns, Government will bo more efficient and will be run at a cheaper 
t Sir, it has beem admitted by speakers on this communal problem 
it their community are in no way behind other communities m the matter 
efficiency, and when such ig the cose, where comes the allotment of 
per cent or 35 ])er cent ? Let there be impartial judges and let them 
Ige whether this particular person is more efficient than the other To say 
it a certain man, the moment he is converted from Hinduism and be- 
ne a Christian or Muhammadan, should be given preference over anothor 
,n is rather a thing that reasonable people cannot understand The only 
j subject that requires to be pressed on the attention of the Home 
vernment that means doing justice to India is the doing away of prefer- 
'©R because one belongs to this particular religion or that particular 
ite 

Sir, if we oppose this taxation and throw out this Bill it would not 
like the failure of a Bill in the House of Commons, and I join in the 
itimonts of some Honourable Members on this side who have said that 
ow ng out the Bill is no impeachment or censure of the Government 
lat we only say is that w'e cannot be parties to this high taxation when 
jro should be a considerable reduction from the war burdens 

Tht HcHiOttrabla Shr Gaorga Schmitf ; Sir, we have ranged over a very 
ge field both in time and space during the course of this debate We 
VG been taken back to the period of Plassey bv Mr Amar Nath Dutt, and 
have oome very near to the present We have dealt with agriculture, 
.h the Public Service Commission, with the representation of commu- 
les, the Round Table Conference, in fact with practically every subject 
loh has interested the public in Indift during the last vear or two 
it I must confess. Sir, that the amobnt of time devoted te the actual 
>posal8 of the Budget this year has been singularly small 

It is extremely difi&cult to reply to this type of debate, and as the 
ae is late, I propose to confine myself to a very few remailm 
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The general theme of those who have opposed the Finance Bill has 
been that, m the words of my Honourable fnend Mr Kelkar, the Hnance 
Bill represents a sort of “consolidated demand of confidence”, hnd Hon- 
ourable Members who have no confidence m the Government mudt there- 
fore oppose the Bill Or perhaps, they may put it m another way, namelyt 
that as at present, they have no responsibility or no power of controlling 
financial policy, they must, as a protest against this state of affairs, vote 
against the Finance Bill No doubt there is a great deal of truth in the 
last contention, but at the same time I would ask Honourable Members 
to consider that in fact they do have a great many opportunities for 
influencing Government’s policy If we consider the position as though 
we were two opposing armies, it is always interesting for one Commander 
to attempt to get into the mind of the Commander of the opposing forces 
Now I do not mind telling \ou, as one who represents at the present 
moment the Commander of one of the opposing forces, that all that is 
said in this House has a very considerable influence, at least on our 
financial policv for which I can speak I think that, if Honourable 
Members will look at the proposals that have come up m thp financial 
field this year, they will see what great effect the remarks they make 
from their side have on Government’s policy Further, if they will also 
consider the possibilities that do exist under the present constitution, I 
think they will also recognise that there are very considerable opportu- 
nities for influencing pohcv I was very glad m fhe speech of my friend, 
Mr Ainar Nath Dutt, to find some recognition of the work done by the 
Standing Finance Committee After all, one should remember this, that 
all new expenditure does come up before the Standing Finance Com- 
mittee. and even when it is non-voted expenditure, the matters are brought 
before the Standing Finance Committee for their information Therefore, 
it IS open to the unofficial parties m this House at present to exercise a 
ver) great influence on the Government’s financial policy 

Apart from that general ground for opposing the Finance Bill, a good 
many points have been made, as thev must necessarily be made, in the 
course of this debate dealing with particular affairs, and as far as my 
answer is concerned, I wish to take this opportunity of dealing witn 
some of those points My friend the Deputy President who, I am sorry 
to sav, wished to condemn us as Members of the Executive Council to a 
somewhat unhappv fate, dealt with a point whieh wag also taken by my 
friend Mr Fazal Ibrahim Kahimtulla m his, — if I may so describe it — 
bright and business-like speech, on the question of representation of 
Mussalmans in the services That subject has already been dealt with 
in many questions during the course of this Session, and I can only say 
that the matter is going to be inquired into again and that the position 
a^t exists now after five years of the policy which wsis initiatedl in that 
letter which my fnend the Deputv President read out, is going to be 
reviewed, and I trust that I shall have the opportunity of discussing it, 
so far as concerns the Departments coming under my own control, with 
representatives who are interested in this matter. ^ 

Then, Sir, we had some points raised both by my friend Mr. Bamb 
and Ckilonel Crawford, aod, as Colonel Crawford dealt with the whole of 
the pomts m which his Group is interested, I should like to base my 
inemarks on his speech. He explained again what was In the mind ol hhi 
Group in moving a motioii in regard to reteen<dunent, and there I should 
like to take this opportunity^ ngain to explahi our position tn tlte hoatter. 



IJSOISLATrVB ASSiMBLY. 


[24th Mab 1980. 


i99% 

[Sir George Schuster.] 

The View seems to be held by certam groups and parties m this House 
that a mere inquiry by a departmental officer will not be sufficient I 
wish to make it clear that, at the present stage, all that we propose to 
do 18 that this officer on special duty should make a careful survey of the 
whole ground, analysing the reasons for the growth of expenditure, and 
that, when his Keport with a clear analysis is available, it will be again 
submitted to Members of this Assembly, and that our future Ime of action 
will then be decided after I ha\e had an opportunity of discussmg the 
matter with representatives of the Assembly Therefore, I do not wish 
the impression to get abroad that this departmental inquury is necessarily 
the end of the matter 

Then on the question of our pohej with regard to kerosene taxes, there 
18 one point as rt'gards which the Government have been extremely sen- 
sible in the course of the discussions which have taken place m the House 
on this matter We do feel that as regards the small companies, there 
is a possibility that this change in the relative levels of import and excise 
duties may create some hard^^hip, and may affect the finances of those 
smaller companies, and we recognise that that is a matter which must be 
ypxy careful I V watclu'd If v\e are satisfied that a go<xi case has been 
made out for the relief of any of the smaller companies and that some 
special relief is needed for them, then I think that means can be found 
for giving the necessary assistance bv powers which the Government 
already possesses, and without special legislation The matter requires 
careful watching, and any claim for special assistance will have to be 
thoroughly established It goes without saying that anything that the 
Government may do in this matter will be reported at the first opportu- 
nity to this Assembly, and discussed with them 

Then I should like to refer to the speech, the very interesting speech on 
points regarding income-tax administration, — which has become almost 
an annual event from my fnend Mr Gava Prasad Singh He will not, 
I am sure, expect me to reply in detail on all those points, but I can 
assure him that his speech will be most carefulK read, and thaT all the 
suggestions he has made will be carefully examined, and taken up if 
necessary He recognises the fact in his own speech that some of his 
suggestions have already been taken up, and I should like to say that 
I welcome this t\pe of criticism, because it helps us to consider points 
which might otherwise escape our attention 

My Honourable fnend, Sir Purehotemdas Thakurdas, had some remarks 
to make on the question of sugar, and referred to the special duty that 
rests on the Government now, in view of the heavy charge which they 
are taking out of sugar, to take steps to encourage development of tiie 
sugar industrv in this country I thoii^ht that I had made it quite clear 
m my budget speech and in my subsequent speeches, that that was the 
intention of the* Government The special points to which he made 
reference the need for some special assistance to manufacturears possibly 
in the direction of special transpoit facilities, special frei^ts and so on» 
all those are points wMch will considered by the appropriate (Kganiaa- 
tions There ig at present a •pecl*i Sugar Coinmittee oonndenng vanous 
jp^ls, and, as I stated m the Honed m oUter day, it is probable ^lat a 
Tariff Board inquiry into the same bduatty wffl be undertaW th the near 
future, so thst all those points will be taken up 
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Then I come to the speech of my fnend, Mr Anwar-ul-Afcim, aiid tl 
point that I wish to refer to in his speech is his reference to the provinc( 
snd to the indication which I had given in my own origmal budget speed 
that, supposing a surplus was available at the end of this year, it was oi 
intention that one of the directions in i^hich such surplus should be en 
ployed, might be in helping the provmces by wav of financial assistanc 
and giving a start possibly to the new constitutional developments. M 
fnend made this point, that it will be better for the Central Govemmei 
to allow heads of revenue to go to the provmces rather than that th 
Central Government should itself collect the revenue and distribute it i 
the form of doles That, of course, is a pertinent observation, and I ca 
only assure mv friend that the whole question of the relation between th 
Central Government and the provmces and the redistnbution of heads c 
revenue is a question which we know will ^ave to receive most serious cor 
sidieration in the course of this >ear and to which already I have given 
great deal of preliminar\ thought The fact that these new taxes ma 
put Us m a position to help the provinces financinllv does not necessaril 
mean that that assistance \m11 be given inereK m the form of doles It muf 
be taken that it is likel\ to put us into an easier position, and the wa 
in which distribution would be made is something which has got to b 
worked out m the future 

Then T would like to refer to the speech made by my Honourabl 
fnend, Mr Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtulla He, I am glad to say, made hi 
speech on the lines of what I think he described as “honest criticism am 
sugi stion for the future” That I must ea\ is the type of speech whicl 
I like to get He raised some questions about the additional revenu 
which we might derive from the increased dutv on silver thread and silve 
ware and from the excise dutv on silver, all of which, as he correctl; 
pointed out, viere not included in my onginal budget proposals The sam* 
points were also raised bv m} Honourable friend Mr K C Roy I hav 
not yet got detailed estimates of the possible yield on the silver throa< 
duties, but I understand that it ma> be something in the neighbourhoo< 
of one lakh As regards the excise dutv on silver, that I do not trea 
entirely ns an additional wmdfall I had based my calculations as to what 
we should get from the import dut\ on silver on certain assumptions ai 
to the amount of silver which would be absorbed by the country, and 
whether it is produced in the country or imported from outside, whethei 
we get our returns in the form of excise or in the form of import duties 
does not necessanlv alter the amount But as my Honourable fnend wil 
have noted, I made no secret of the fact that I considered that our esti 
mates of revenue from the silver dutv w^ere on the conservative side 
Perhaps 1 may leave it at that, but, as regards the point which was made 
by my Honourable fnend arising out of this possibility of additional 
revenue, I should like to say that T am entirely in agreement with him 
Hia point was this, that, if the Go\emment find themselves in possessiot] 
of a surplus, that must not be regarded as an excuse for relaxing the 
most rigid control of expenditure I have already told this House that 1 
regard myself as being under a most solemn pledge that we will coetintie 
a policy of economy and retrenchment, and tnat no extravagance will be 
peiYmtted until this Assembly has had a chance of reviewing the potion 
based on that report ^ which I have already referred I reedgi^ that 
Ibe pOsitioB of befn^ jn possession of a surplus puts a Finance Metnbet 
pnder a greet t«sp6iuibiiity I trust tW I shall be equal to ^ 
PtoPoirdbllity. 
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Then, lastly I would refer to the long and interesting speech made by 
my Honourable friend, Mr Mukntar Singh I should like to say to him 
that all that he said about the general economic condition of the country 
16 a matter in which I take the very greatest interest I trust that, m 
various ways, such as the possibility of an Economic Advisory Council 
to which I have referred, or the Central Council of Agricultural Kesearch 
on which my Honourable friend serves, or the Banking Inquiry Com- 
mittee, on which also my Honourable fnend serves, we shall be able to 
w'ork out a constructive economic policy which w'lll give my Honourable 
fnend greater satisfaction than the policy which he has cnticised m the 
past He himself, owing to his position, has great opportunities now of 
helping the Government in developing such a polic\ , and I would only 
ask him to continue to make that careful study of the subject, w'hich the 
speech he has made today shows he is already making 

M\ final remarks will concern themselves with the speech made by my 
Honourable friend, Mr Anev Before I deal with that I should like to 
express rny personal regret that the Honourable the Leader of the Nationalist 
Party has boon unable to be present during these debates owing to illness 
His absence has undoubtodlv made mv own task easier, but for personal 
reasons 1 certainly regret it, and I should like to convey to him, through 
the party, my svmpathy in his present illness 

T should like also to congratulate my friend Mr Aney on the speech 
which he has made, which, speaking ns one wLo was the subject of 
criticism, I recognised as most effective In particular he selected the 
growth of expenditure and I think that that was the first time, in the 
Lowne of these debates, that this particular aspect of the question has 
been closely examined It is obviousK a vulnerable point m our position 
There has been a substantial growth m expenditure on cml administration 
in the last six or seven xears, and it is on that particular point that I 
wish Honourable Members to concentrate their attention when we are able 
to put before them the Boport, to which I have already referred, in the 
course of the next two or three months The figures by themselves look 
much worse than they really are, and, if we had had time to go through, 
one by one, the various five per cent cuts given notice of by my Honour- 
able fnend, Sir Han Singh Gour, in connection with the vanous Depart- 
ments, I should have been able to show m each case to this House what 
were the reasons for the growrth in expenditure There was not time for 
that, and indeed an examination of that kind can be much better pursued 
by a quiet study of the Reports I trust that the Report which w’e shalJ 
present will be" informative, and I trust that Honourable Members will 
subject it to their very careful criticism, and help Government to find 
means of economy where economy can be introduced without endangering 
the public interest 

Apart from criticising expenditure, my Honourable friend quite naturally 
critidsed our scheme of taxation, and put this on the broad ground that 
wo are taking a very great nsk in asking the country now to support an 
additional bu^en of about five orores of new taxation I agree that, stated 
in this broad way, it does se^ a great deal to ask the country to do at 
present, but the whole case w^ch I have presented in all the speeches 
which I have made in the course of these debates is that these taxes la 
themselves are not entirely an evil. If you consider them one by one. 
TMe for instance the tax on silver, 1 wodd point out that now, even iifith 
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our new tax imposed, any man who wants to buy silver will be able lb 
buy silver m India at a price somewhat lower than that at which he 
could buy it at this time a >ear ago Therefore the burden of that tax 
will not, I submit, be very heavily felt in the country. ,, • 

Then again take the case of sugar I tbink I am right in saying that 
the wholesale price of sugar has during the last vcar fallen by something 
more than the amount of tax ^\hlch w’e are imposing Now, I do not say 
that the consumer will not perhaps feel the bui^n of that tax, for X think 
one of the points which the Qovemment should inquire into is a point to 
which my attention was drawn the other day, namelv, the wholly dispro- 
portionate increase in the retail prices which has been made since the 
imposition of that duty In those ways, perhaps the consumer is some- 
times made to suffer more than the actual imposition made by the Gov- 
ernment justifies 

Of the cotton tax I think I need not say much The increase of from 
11 per cent to 15 per cent is, I think, one of those taxes which would 
be almost universally accepted in this House as an appropriate measure 
at the present stage Therefore, I am only left with the idcome-tax 
This has perhaps no special merit about it, and in fact the only merit 
which I claim for it is that, as I said yesterday, it completes the balance 
6f my scheme and distnbutes the burden of the new taxes fairly as a whole 
It falls on comparatively wealthy people and I do not think it can be said 
to be a really disastrous burden on the country For all these reasons I 
have felt some confidence in proposing my plan of new taxation to this 
Assembly, and I feel so certain m my ow’n mind that additional revenue 
is at the present stage required, and will in the long run benefit the 
country, provided that we attempt no extravagance in ordinary adminis- 
tration!^ and provided that we concentrate our attention on beneficial and 
constructive measures, that at the close of these long debates I feel my- 
self unshaken in the ground which I took up at the beginning Therefore 
what I would ask this House to do is to give me a chance by passing this 
measure, and see what comes of it 

Maulvi Muhammad Takub: The Honourable Member has not touched 
the question of reforms for the North-West Frontier Province which W€i8 
referred to bv rnv Honourable friend. Dr Ziauddiii Ahmad It is a very 
important question 

Mr. Praflident: The question is 

“That the Finance Bill, as amended, be passed ” 

The motion was adopted 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, the 
25th March, 1080. 
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at Eleven of the Clock, Mr President m the Chair 


SH0I(T NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

The Gebat Indian Peninsula Railway Steike 

Mr. M S. Aney: (i) Will Government be pleased to give approximateW 
the number of strikers who had resumed duty on or before 16th March, 
giving separate figures for persons emploved in the workshops, and on the 
Great Indian Pemnsula Railway line? 

(ii) Wnil Government be pleased to state whether the Railway Board 
had, soon after the declaration of the strike, issued any instructions to 
lilt 4gent, Great Indian Peninsula Railway, not to employ, ns far as pos- 
sible, anj persons as permanent servants to fill vacancies caused by the 
strike? 

(ill) Was the Railway Board kept duly informed b> the Agent from week 
to week regarding the nunibei of posts filled, permanently and temporarily? 

(iv) Did the Railway Board instruct the Agent to keep a register show- 
ing the number of persons employed as permanent and temporary sepa- 
rately to fill the vacancies wnth the dates of the employment of such 
persons ? 

(v) Wjill Government be pleased to state 

(a) whether the members of the All-India Railwaymen’s Federation 
who carried on negotiations with the Honourable the Mem- 
ber for Commerce and Railways and the Members of the RaH- 
way Board from 27th February to Ist of March, were given 
to understand that the total number of posts permanently 
filled would in all probability not exceed 600; and 
^h) whether the comparatively small figure of permanently filled 
poets then given out was not one of tile moat important con- 
siderations which weighed with them in accepting the con- 
dition m the Government Communique of Ist March, 1080, 
relating to reinstatement of strikers f 

(vi) Are Govemraent aware of the fact that the responsible Railway offi- 
cers on inquiries by some of the office-betrers of the Great IndlAii l^nin- 
sula Raiiwajimen *8 Union are alleged to haYe given out that Hie number 
cl persons employed as permanent to fill up vacancies of the strikers was 
appraximately 8,000? 
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(vii) Are Govemiaent aware of the fact that the above statement alleged 
to liave been made b\ these responsible Railway ofticerB has dissuaded the 
majonty of strikers from joining their dut\ on the 15th March, the date 
fixed m the Government Gommuniqu4 as the last date for sinkers to join, 
their duty? 

(viii) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the Free 
Press telegram published in the Hindustan Times, dated the 19th March, 
1930, under the head “Authonties Refusal”, to the effect that the Great 
Indian Peninsula Eadwaymen's Union Office hag received telegrams from 
severol important centres on the line, such as Badnera, Bhusaval, Itarsi, 
Manmnd, Shahabad, Sholapur and other places, that the railw^ay authon- 
ties had refused employment to the strikers who offered themselves to 
join the duty on the 15th Marcli and the 10th March and jnsisted on them 
to vacate quarters first? 

(ix) Hag the attention of Government been drawn to the telegram sent 
b) the Special Correspondent of The Times of India and published in 
the issue of that paper on March 17th, 193/), to the effect that the rail- 
way authorities at Nagpur had held out a hope of entertaining only ten 
per cent of the Htrikei*8 there, as most of the vacant posts had been per- 
manently filled? 

(а) (Vij Are Government aware that the conduct of the railwa\ authontaes 
in refusing re-^nstatement has created widespread discontent and dissatis- 
faction'’ 

(б) Is the attention of the Government uivited to the tilegruin, pub- 
liahing the decision of the Strike Committee held at lh)inba\ on the 16th 
March, exhorting the stMkeis to continue the stnke and offer peaceful 
Satyiigraha and carry on mass picketting so as to indui e the loyalists to 
jom their ranks'’ 

(xi) (ja) Will Government be pleased to state if the\ propose to take 
such steps to further extend the period for the strikers to join b\ 10 days 
and instruct the Railwav Agent and Divisional Officers subordinate to hira> 
m charge of different divisions of the Great Indian Peninsula Railw'av. to* 
re instate all those who offei themselves for joining the dutv within the 
same period? 

(6) If not, will they bo pleased to state what other steps they propose 
to take to remove the apprehension which dissuades the strikers from 
offering themse/lves for joinmg the duty and thus putting an end to the* 
present undesirable state? 

(xii) Will Government be pleased to state* 

(4) Whether they have received a telegram from Messrs Jinwalla 
and RirikaV to the effect that the Agent Great Indian Penin- 
sula BaHway, is withholding January wages of Parel and 
Matunga Workshops men and other ‘^inkers ; and 
(6) What steps they propose to take with a view to see that the 
wages of the strikers for the month of January are imme- 
diatelv paid and their family members saved from starvation’^ 

Tha HonomWa Sir Gaorga (i) As the 15th March was a holiday 

and the 16th Sunday, the offer contained in the Government of India 
oommuniqii^ of the Ist of March, which fixed the latest date un to which 
the men who offered to return to dutv would be reinstated or placed on a 
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waiting hst, was kept open until the 17th March Up to and including 
the 17th March, about 10,900 men applied for reinatateuieut ; 4,850 have 
been reinstated, about 4 500 placed on the u a ting list and about 1,500 
have not vet been placed on the waiting list because they have not 
vacated their quarters Of the men on the waiting list 2,500 can be re- 
instated within the next tw’o weeks 

In. addation, 1,500 engineenng gauginen, who d'd not apply for rein- 
statement, could be reinstated wnthm a verv' short period 

These figures do not include workshop staff The total staff employed 
in the workshops at Matunga, Parel and Jhansi is about 13,000 men Up 
lo the 17th Mivrch 1,200 men had resumed dutv But since then there 
has been an improvement in the Jhansi w'orkshops, and on the 22nd of 
March 3,413 men, that is td sa>, pracUcally the entire establisJiment, had 
resumed work at Jhansi On the 24th, however, the Jhansi figure had 
drojiped to 1,049 On the 22nd March there were 75 men at work at 
Matunga and 7S3 at Pprel 

(ii) On the l2th Febniarv the Iladw^av Board advised the Agent that, 
iSlthough thev must leave the question of filling vacancies permanently to 
his discretion, the\ considered that new recruits should only be taken on 
ID such numbers as w^cre absoluteh neces8ar\ for the maintenance of 
essential services 

( 111 ) No 

(iv) No 

(v) (ki) No 

(6) Does not arise 

(vi) On the 6th March the Agent, Great Indian Peninsula ]lailwa\, 
gave an interview to Mr Klier of Jhansi at the request of Mr Darling, 
Collector of Jhanai Mr Kher did not interview the Agent m his capacity 
as an office bearer of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway men’s Union 
The Agent tefld him that, as far as he was aware, about 8,000 posts had 
been filled 

(vii) Government do not consyler that this statement had any real 
effect on the situation, but are aware that some of the Union leaders !ia\e 
attempted to use it as a lever to dissuade the men from offering to re- 
turn to duty 

(vin) Government have seen the press telegram referred to by the 
Honourable Member A number of men, of whom about 1,500 were in 
the Transportation Department, on application for reinstatement were 
asked by the Railway to vacate their quarters, as their original posts had 
been permanently filled and re-emplovment either could not be found for 
them at once, or could not be found at the stations where thev were employ- 
ed previous to going on strike They were asked to vacate their quarters at 
a preluninary to their names being entered on the waiting list 

(ix) Government have seen the telegram referred to From informa- 
tion at present available onlv 10 per cent of those who went on strike at 
Nagpur can be taken on again at that station, but it ia ekpedied that 
t I a2 
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all who have ufFered to resume duty before the 17th March will be abeorbod 
at other statjons. 

(x-) (a) No 

(b) Yes 

(\i) (n) and (6) Government do not propose to extend be>ond the 
]7tb Marc'h the undertaking giiven m their communique of the Ist March 
lliut an employes who went on strike and who offered to return to duty by 
the prescribed date and who could not be taken on because his post had 
l)cen permanently filled, would be put on the waiting list and reinstated 
at the earliest possible moment They propose m respect of posts other 
than those in the workshops to instruct the Agent, Great Indian Peninsula 
Itailwny, now to proceed to fill permanently all posts held by men who went 
on strike and who did not offer to return to duty on or before the 17th 
March In filling such vacancies the men on the waiting list will have 
the first claim to re-engagement, and persons who went on strike but are 
not on the waiting list will be considered eligible for employment with 
other applicants Further, the Pailway Adminastration will be instructed 
not to refuse to take back mto service suay employ^ merely because he 
went on strike 

I would like to add that as a concession to the emplov^s who offered 
to return to riutv h\ the lotii March Government agrt*ed on the 15th March 
to a pioposal from the Agent, Great Indian Peninsula Pailwav, that men 
who offered to return todut% on or before the 17th March and have been put 
on the w'aiting list because their posts were permamuitl) filled should be 
granted all the leave they were entitled to on the dav they proceeded on 
strike, the leave to eorumence fiom the date the (‘nqilojf^’s name was 
placed on the wiuting list 

The position in regard to the workshops is different, and Government 
propose to consider the question of abolishing all posts in the workshop* 
which have for some considerable time been retained in excess of require- 
ments, merely because it was not considered desirable to dispense with 
the services of a considerable number of men all at once Further, th« 
question of shutting down the workshops for a time will have to be taken 
into consideration as it is not possible to work the shops efficientlv and 
economically unless a sufficient number of qualified men is available for 
work 

(xif) (lU) Yet 

(h) Payment of wages due was not withheld by the Kailway All wages 
krere available for payment on the normal dates, but in some cases tha 
trikers neglected to take payment This was the case to a Isurge extent 
t Farel and Matungs shops,' where men were prevented bt the strike 
rganitation from taking payment A* eoon at it became apparent to the 
lailway that the ban on the men receiving wages was lifted by the striln 
Raders a speoial pay day was arranged and most of the men i^eived theit 
anuary wage* ; but they refused to take pay for the days they worked in 
’'ebniarv, although this was fpedAcally oflered to them. 

Mr. V 0. Ular: Supplemeniezyr que^fon. Sir 
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TOe Bto&oarable Sir George Bainy: There is one more short notice 
question on the same subject and it might be for the convenience of the 
House if I answer that before the supplementary questions are asked 

Mr. President: Diw'an Chaman Lall 

Diwan Ohaman Lall : (i) \\ ill Government be pleased to state 

(la) the number of strikers in\olved in the last Great Indian Penin- 
sula Railway strike? 

(b) the number of workbhopmen involved iii the sUike in all the 

workshops of the Great Indian PeninbUla Railway separately? 
and 

(c) the numbei of strikers, apart from workshopmen, involved divi- 

sion by division? 

(ii) Will Government state whether they agreed to reinstate all strikers 
immediately except those whose posts were permanently filled up? 

(ill) Will Goveinment state the 

(а) criterion for establishing whethei or not a post had been perma- 

nently filled, 

(5) method of scrutmv for establishing as a fact whether or not a 
post has been filled up, 

(c) number of such posts thus filled in the (i) workshops, (ii) m 
other departments^ 

(iv) Will Government state the total number of strikers who have been 
(n) refused reinstatement jmmediatcly, 

(б) whose names have not been entered on the waiting list, and 
(c) the number, who in spite of the settlement arrived at between 

the Railway men s Federation and the Railway Board have 
been asked to vacate their quarters? 

(v) Is it a fact that Government, as a result of further negotiations by 
us with (vide my letter of the 11th Match addressed to the Honourable 
Sir George Rainy) Members of the Railway Board have accepted the sug- 
gestion 

(a) to treat these sinkers who have not been taken back imme- 

diately, as on leave for the period of leave due , 

(b) to reinstate all the stnkerg within a shorter ponod an- 

ticipated ui the statement issued bv the Government of 
India on the let March, 1980, 

(c) to permit the strikers to report to dutv even after the date men- 

tioned m the communique of 1st March, 1980 ami 15th of 
March, 

(d) to allow subsistence allowance to the men for the period of 

unemplovment from the day of offer to resume and actual 
resumption; and 

(•) that so-called permanent bands atreadv employed during ths 
strike should be put on the waiting list and the sinkers im- 
mediately re-engaged? 
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(vi) Will Government state the shortest possible period m which all the 
Btr kers not so far reinstated will be taken back to work, and whether Gov- 
f^rnment have decided to remstate at least 50 per cent m March, 25 per 
< fnt in April and 25 per cent bv the end of Mav*^ 

The Honourable Sir George Balny: (i) The position varied from day to 
d i\ riie hgur<*s I give are for the 11th March 

(a) 31,792 

(h) Pure! 3,347, Matunga 4,702, Jhansi 4,171 Manniad 397, a total 

of 12,617. 

(c) 19,145 

I regiet that figures are only available b\ dep irtments and not bv divi- 
Hlonf^ 12,073 were in the Transportation and 3,985 in the Engineering 
J)epnriTnc nt 

(ii) Yes, provided the emplov<^ offered to return to diitv on or before the 
15th March, a date which was subsequentlv extended to the 17tli March, 
/ind was not diKcharged for other reasons than the stiike 

(ill) (a) The enteiion is whether an offer of permanent einplo\ ment, 
either written or verbal, was made, subject of couise to the ajiplieant 
passing any prosenbed medical or other test within a reasonable time 

{l>) This must obviously be detennaned bv the evidence of the officer 
who was eornpotent to fill each post as to the nature of the offer made by 
him 

(( ) Up to the 11th March, m the workshops 13, elsewhere 14, <172 

(iv) The number of strikers, othei than workshop v.taff, who offtnod to 
return to duty and wore not immediately reinstated is about r>,0f)0 The 
number of sinkers, other than workshop staff, who have not offered 
to return to duty and whose names have consequently not been entered on 
the w'aiting list is approximately 8,000 With regard to the number of 
men who have been asked to vacate their quarters I would refer the Hon- 
ourable Member to the reply I have given to part (vin) of Mi Anoy’s 
quest *on T would remind him, however, that this point does not find a 
place in the terms offered to men to return to duty as announced after mv 
meeting with the representatives of the All-Tndia "RnilwaMnen s Federa- 
tion 

With regard to workshop staff 1 am not aware that nnv man who has 
offered to return up to the 17th March has been refused reinstatement, 
snd ir th-'ie circumstances the arrangements with regard to the waiting list 
lm\o not had to be brought into force T have received no infonnation 
that any of the workshop staff have been asked to vacate their quarters 

(v) ( 4 t) A recommendation to this effect with regard to men who offered 
to return to dutv on or before March the 17th was made by the Agent of 
the Great Indian Peninsula Railway and accepted bv the Government 
of India. 

{h) Since, if the men offered to return to dutv on the terms announced 
in the communique of March the Ist. the Government of India w^ere 
anx'ous to re-emplov them in as short a time as possible the methods by 
which this coudd be done were carefully explored from the lat of March 



SHOET NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


2409 


onwards, and by extending the arrangements announced in the commu- 
nique to other lines it seems possible that practicalK all men on the wait- 
ing hst may be taken back within a shorter penod than was suggested, 
when I met the represent ati-ves of the All-India Railwaymen s Federation 

(c) The date has been extended to March the 17th for reasons which I 
‘explained an answer to Mi Aney 

(d) No 

{€) No 

(vfj I am afraid it is not possible to state exactlv what the period wull 
be within which all stnkers who offered to return to duty on or before 
March the 17th can be reinstated, but I can as«uie the Honourable Mem^ 
her that Government are anxious that this period should be as short at 
possible I can give no further definite information as to the numbert 
likely to be leinstated than I have already given in reply to Mr Aney 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: Ma\ 1 ask the Honourable Member whethei it 
was a term of the .igreement betw'een the Railwaymen ’s Federation and 
the Railway Board that the workers who offered foi reanstatenient should 
be asked to vacate tbcir quarters before they could be put on the waiting 
list, and if that was not a term of the agreement, whv w’ns this condition 
put before them? 

The Honourable Sir O^eorge Hainy: No, Sir That, as 1 have already 
stated, was not mentioned in the agreement at all But quite clearly, if 
a man is on the wait’iig list waiting for an appointment to be offered to 
him, and Ins post has been permancntljr filled, his quarters must be placed 
at the disposal of the permanent inciunbent The reason why these 
quarters are provided is that it is necessary for the man to live near his 
work 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: Mh\ J ask the Honourable Member whether it 
is not a fact that one of tlie terms of the settlement was that there should 
be no victimisation, and whether he w'ould not craisader that this action, 
taken by the local officials against^ men offering for reinstatement, nainelv, 
that they should first vacate their quarters before their names could he put 
on the waiting list, w^ns a measure of victimisation? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: No, Sir It was not a measure of 
victimisation at all It is merely this, that m order that the work of the 
Railwa> ina\ be carried on, the men who have been permanently appointed 
to certain posts should not be depnved of the3r quarters 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: May I ask, Sir, whether the Honourable Mem- 
ber would not have considered ft advisable to consult the Railwaymen ’s 
Federation before it was made a conditiem precedent to the reinstatement 
of these men? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: No, Sir I think this is a matter 
of an ordmarv business arrangement necessary in order that the work of 
the Railway should go on 

Diwan Ohaman LiU: Mav T ask Sir. whethiT it is not a fact that tHe 
gentlemen who negotiated with the Honourable Member were under the 
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•mpression that the total number of men whose posts have been peraiA* 
oently filled would certainly not exceed 8,000, and whether it la a faot, 
which has now been discovered, that the total number of poets permanent! r 
filled is 14,000 odd? 

The Honourable 8ir George Rainy: I am not m a* position to say whac 
the impression was in the minds of those whom’ I interviewed on the 28ih 
February and on the Ist March, but I am quite willing to believe that they 
thought that the number was a great deal less than 14,0(X) 

Diwan Ohaman L&ll: Ma\ J ask the Honoiunble Member whether t 
IS not a very serious matter that the representatives of the Railwaymon'a 
Federation, who went to negotiate with the Honourable Member, were 
definitely under the impression, and that impression was conveyed to them 
by one of the Members of the Kail wav Board, that the number, as thev 
understood from that Member, would not exceed 3,000*^ Tf that w'as th^ 
position, does it not mntennlK affect the basis of the negotiation'’ 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy; Sir The position at the tune 
of the interview was this, that the members of the deputation first asked 
that wo should undertake to take back the men wnthin a certain definite 
period That wc weie unable to do, and I think I am correct in saying 
that, frf>m our sade of the table, at the interview no figure w^as mentioned 
As regards what the Honouiable Membei has said about the figure given 
to liirii l)v a Mernbei of the Bailwav Board, that cannot have been given 
to him immediately before the interview because, before that date, we had 
already received higher figure than that from the Agent of the Great 
Indian Peninsula Kailway 

Diwan Ohaman liAll: Maj 1 ask the Honourable Membei, Sir, whetln r 
he is challenging mv statement that that figure was given to me bv a 
Member of the Kaihvav Board? Mav I remind the Honouiable Member 
that I am definitely asserting that, before w’o entered into negotiations 
with the Railway Board, a fignie of 2,900 odd was actually conveyed to ua 
oy a Member of the Railway Board, and that no higher figure was ever 
mentioned to us before we stalled uegotaationa ? 

Th« Honourable Sir George Rainy: As I have already said, so for aa 
this particular Member of the Railway Board is concerned, his statement 
IS that that figure was given to the Honourable Member several days be- 
fore the interview and not m any wav as a figure to he used at the inter- 
view 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: Does the Honourable Member realise that the 
figure that was given to mo and to other members of the deputation that 
faw the Honourable Member was a figure given to us, either on the day 
the deputation met the Honourable Member or the day before, and that 
no other figure yyas ever given to us before we started negotiations with 
the Honourable Member? 

The H<mourable Sir Georgs Rainy: No» t3lr. I cannot admit that the 
figure was given cither on the day of the interview or on the dav before 
and my Honourable fnend will reDoend>er that, although I was presse^t 
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several tunes at the interview, I declined persistently to quote any figure 
f\t the interview 

Dtwan Ohaman Lall: May I ask the Honourable Member whether it is 
not a fact that, although the statement that he has now made about him- 
self IS perfectly correct, the othei statement is also correct, and will th© 
Honourable Member be prepared still to challenge mv veracity in the 
matter? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: 1 have alread\ said that the figure 

that the Honourable Member has mentioned was gi\en to him m conver- 
sation se\eral dA\H earlier and was not given to hm on the day of the 
interview o\ the dn\ befoie the interview 

Diwan Ohaman Lall* K the Honomable Membei awaie that it was not 
a question of seveial da\s earlier*’ The nogoiiutious started and were 
completed uitliir ab<4it five dns, and theiefore thoic could be no question 
of giving the figure sev^eral dav^ eailier*’ 

The Honourable S^r George Ramy; It is not within my recollection, 
Sir that the ptiiod was so shoit that My recollection is that con- 
versations were going on for a longer period than that 

Diwan Ohaman Lall Ma\ I the Honourable Member whether he 
IS aware that the c (aiv ersatioiis witli regard to these jiermanently filled 
pu^ts did not hist mole than four oi at tlie outside five davs, and that the 
figure could not possibly have been given several days earlier? Ig the 
Honourable Member awau of that? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: No, Sir, I am not aware of that 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: Aius I ask the Honouiable Member if it is not a 
fact that onf of the reason^ wh\ many of these workers came back to 
work, but Tifiised to cortiouo to woik is m'»»^ly because of this that tlu v 
discovercnl tliat a verv huge niimbor of tin permanent posts had been 
filh'd up Mild that this was not brought to our notice at the* time we 
negotiated ’ 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy I expressly refrained at the inter- 
view from mentioning nnv precasc figure because at that time I w'lis of 
opinion that tlie figure we had m )iir possession should not be taken as a 
final or accurate figure, and 1 was particularly anxious to avoid conveying 
any erroneous impioNsion on the subject It wan for that reason I consis- 
tentlv refused to give an> ji.uticnlar figure to the members of the deputa- 
tion 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: Mav I ask the Honourable Member, Sir, if he la 
prepared to leconsider the whole position now m view' of the definite 
statement that I have made, which can be borne out bv every member of 
the delegation that met the Honourable Member, namelv that no member 
of the delegation was aware that the figure could poesiblv be more than 
th*' figure of 2,000 odd or 8,000 at the oiitaide? Under those circum- 
stances, IS the Honoiwnble Member now' prepared to do all he can to 
inform the workers who have been on strike that, at the earliest poasibl©’ 
nioment, every man in spite of the fact that he did not come back to 
work on the t7th March, will be reinstated, and fhot everything w31 b© 
done to find a job for him^ 
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The Honourable Sir George Bainy: As regards those who returned to 
dutv from the 17th March, certainly, everything ^\lll be done to find em- 
ployment for them as soon as possible But us regards those who did not 
return to duty by that date I have already replied in the answer that I 
have given 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: May 1 take it, Sir, that the position is this, that 
flic delegation that met the Honourable Member were influenced into 
agueing to that settlement under the impression that the number of posts 
which were supposed to be fiemianently filled would not be more than 
about 3,000, and is it the position now that the Hoiiouiable Member is 
taking advantage of the figure of 14,0(K) permanentiv filled in order to 
keep out those who did not offer themselves for work on tin 17th Maich'^ 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy; No Sir I cannot admit that the 
members of the deputation were m any w^ay entitled to have the impres- 
Bioti that the figure was as the Honourable Memb(*r has stated, nor can E 
accept luR suggestion 

Lieut. -Oolonel H. A. J. Gidney: Will the Honoiuablo Member please 
state wind advantages in the wav of bonus increment, leave or promo- 
tion he pioposcH to offer to those emplo\ees who remained loval to the 
'Oieut Endian Peninsula Paihvav during this strike'^ 

Mr. A. A, L. Parsons: The men on the hni* win lemanud lo\al through- 
out the strike arc being granted double wagcn for the period of the strike 
I ( annot at the moment remember if thes havt been given nnv other 
special terms 

Llout. -Colonel H. A. J. Gidney. Will the Horn arable Member please 
state in view of the anxiety shown towards placating the strikers and the 
liberal terms offered to these men, how long Oovermiunt intend to contmue 
this [)oJlcv wdiich almost amounts to encouragement of strikes and sjxxin* 
feeding of the sinkers ? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: I am afiaid I cannot admit the in- 
feieiice suggested by m\ Honourable and gallant Iriend that the fact that 
the strikers who offered to return to duty have been placed mi a w'lutmg 
list IS an encouragement to strikes 

Sir Harl s^ngh Gour: Will the Honourable Member consider tlie advi- 
s.ibilitv ol drawing up a complete report of the causes of the strike, and 
place it on the table ot the House for (he mfonnation of Honourable ^^em- 
Iwi's ? 

The Honourable Sir Gaorge Bainy: I will consider that, Sir 

Mr. M. 8. Aney: Mav I ask, Sir, whether after the Government com- 
munu|ue was ifpued on the Ist of Mftroli. attempts were mjide to serve a 
laige number of strikers with notices of discharge from service on the 3rd 
of March and on subsequent dates, and whether, after the Ist of March, 
Some posts have been pennanentlv filled? Tm the Honourable Member 
aware of that? 

Tbs Honourable Sir George Iftatny: I understand. Sir, that some posts 
have been filled since the Ist of March T mav sav that when the figure 
of 14 000 (>nine to our notice, it seemed to me desirable that the matter 
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eliould be ^ery carefiillv examined P'or that reason, the Chief Commis- 
sioner for Kail wn vs, Mr Russell, was asked to go down to Bombay, where 
he arrived on Frida v morning lask I expect him back tomorrow, and I 
shall discuss iMth him the whole question as soon as he returns 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: Mav I ask whether, in view of the situation now 
presented to us, the Honourable Member w'ould not be prepared to re- 
consider the whole mnttei, even with regard to the men who did not offer 
tliemselves for reinstatement and put them on the same basis if the}, 
within the three da\s time gi\en to them offer themselves for reinstate- 
ment as those who offered themselvcfi prevjouslv ’ 

The Honourable Sir Oeorge Bainy: I should find very great difficulty 
m doing that, Sir, but I will consider mv Honourable friend’s suggestion 
with the Chief Coiiimissjoner for Railways on his return 

Mr. Vldya Sagar Pandya: Will the Honourable Member please let us 
Know how manv davs’ nota e was given to the railway employees before 
tho\ were nski'd to quit their quniters’^ 

The Honourable Sir Oeorge Rainy: I think it was seven days, but I am 
r«f)onking without the booK 1 am not absolutelv certain about it 

Mr. Vldya Sagar Pandya: Iq the Honourable Member aware that, under 
ilu Oldman law, when a landlord wants his tenant to quit the house, the 
tenant is entitled to Iiave some notice and mav I know' whether such a 
thing obtains in the lailwav rules in respect of their employees? 

The Honourable Sir Oeorge Rainy: No, Sir, I cannot give an answer 
as to the notice required under the ordinary law', though I have no doubt 
that m\ Honourable friend would be able to give me a correct statement 
on that point But the question of the vacation of railway quarters is 
governed b\ a special section of the Railway Act 

Hr. Vldya Sagar Pandya; Ma\ I know', Sir, if the Honourable Member 
is aware that some railway officials and others approached the owmers of 
Dharamsalas not to allow the railw'ay men to got into the Dharamsalas? 

Th« Honourable Sir George Rainy: \o. Sir, I have received no informa- 
tion to that effect 

Mr. Vldya Sagar Pandya: Tf un information to that effect is supplied, 
If the Honourable Member prepared to inquire and punish those w'ho have 
acted m this manner? 

T3ie Honourable Sir Oeorge Rafjiy. If the Honourable Member will 
•givt me the mfonnation, T will consider whether an\ action is necessary 


STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE 

Barntkos of Newly Constructed Raiiwav Lines. 

The Honourable Sir Oeorge Rainy (Iileinber for Commerce and Rail- 
ways): Sir I 1a> on the table a statement promised m reply'to the gen- 
eral disciLSsion on the Railway Budget on the 19th February, 1980, re^^ird- 
ing the actual earnings during the financial year 1928-1929 of newly con- 
•structed railwa\ lines 
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rate or 
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Class I. 








Mail Drivers 

Class II 

9 

0 

12 

0 

3J 

33 
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8 

8 

12 

59 

09 
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9 

0 

50 

00 


,, (Goods) 

1 i 

8 

8 

0 

77 
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Shunting Drivers 


0 

4 

s 

50 

00 
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8 

4 

8 
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00 
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2 

0 
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50 
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0 

1 

0 
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00 
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8 

4 
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1 

8 

2 

4 

50 

00 
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1 

0 

2 

u 
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00 


Firemen 

0 

14 

1 

8 
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tl 

Spe< lai rate for 
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0 

14 

- 

0 

12^ 

57 

Class 1H 
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1 
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Drivers 

I 

12 

»> 

8 

42 
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1 

4 

1 

12 

40 

00 • 


Firemen 

0 

12 

r 

1 

5 

7'> 

OO ' 

1 
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Dnvera’ Grade A. 
.. B . 

M M O . 

M M T> . 

.. B . 


European Drivers 
Indian Drivers (Literate ) 
Indian Drivers (Dhterate) 


Bhunters' Grade A 

»» »* ^ 

European Shunters 
Indian Shunters . 
European Firemen 
Indian Firemen 

Firemen Grade A 
„ .. B 

.. M C. 


Euro|>ean Drivers 
25^0 Indian 

Drivers (Literate^ 
500% Indian 

Drivers (Illiterata 
108 % 


I European Shunters 

► 30% Indian 

► Shunters 550% 


Sur<^an firemen 
43% Indian fire 
men 616%. 
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THE COTTON TEXTILE INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL 

Mr. President: The House will now resume further discussion of the- 
following motion moved b> the Honourable Sir George Rain\ on the IhtR 
March, 1930 

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Tariff Act, 1894, and to amend Indian 
Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Act, 1927, be taken into consideration “ 

Hr. Ohanehyem Dae Biria (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) Sir, m rising to raise my voice against the prin- 
ciple of this Bill, that is, Imperial Preference, I feel some uneasiness in 
my mind I realise the lesponsihilitv which T api taking as 1 cannot ignore 
the fact that the Bombay cotton industry is passing through a very 
serious time Yet, Sir, the dut;y of every Member is clear in this matter, 
and it has to be weighed whether the interests of the cotton indu8tr\ are 
of such magnitude that we should accept the principle of this Bill although 
it involves Imperial Prefeience, or whether we should reject it on the 
ground that the wider interests of the country demand that Imperial 
Preference could not be accepted Sir, I also realise that, in raising my 
voice against this Bill, 1 am not carrying with me some of iny best 
friends What pains me most, Sii, is that I have not been able, in this 
matter, to carry wuth me even my dearest friend Sir Purshotamdas Thakur^ 
das, although, Sir, I trust that his head ns well as his heart is with me 
though not his vote Sir, the consolation which I have, however, is that, 
except for the liomba> interests the entire Indian mereautilo com- 
munity, and what is more the whole country m with me And. the 
greatest of all is the consolation that justice is on mv side Sir, with my 
faith in the justice of the cause, I rise to oppose this Bill 

Sir, before I proceed to touch upon the various aspects of this Rill, I 
should like to make a few observations about tbo remarks which fell from 
mv Honourable friends Mr Das and Diwan Chaman Lull I think they 
w'cre unnecessarily unkind wh<*n they strongly cnticiserl the Bombay 
management and commented on their so-called inefficiency Sir, I hold' 
no brief for Bombay I have got no interest in the Bombav mill industry but 
knowing as I do something of mill management in Calcutta and in Bombav 
as well, I have not the least hesitation in saving that Bombav manage- 
ment 18 as competent or incompetent as any other management in the 
world If, Sir, according to my fnend Diwan Chaman Lall, Bombay has 
been able to oust Lancashire' in the cotton trade during the pkgfc few 
years, surely it could not be due to their meffioiency I should be proud of 
the fact, Sir, that at present, of the total Indian production of cotton goods 
Bomba / s share is nearly 50 per cent and surely, Sir, this does not refleof 
their inefficiencv If Sir, in spite of the very hostile policy of the Gov- 
ernment towards the indigenous industrv, Bombay has been able to capture 
such a large part of the cotton trade, it is a matter, Sir, of which we should' 
all be proud, and T would be very sorrv if mv fnend Diwan Chaman Lall 
did not feel so I think, Sir, Bombav is m a frightful condition, and it is 
the duty of this House to treat her case sympathetically, and not to, 
criticise her at a time when she requires a sympathetic' 
word and sympathetic treatment more than she required at any other 
time I also wish to say that whatever be the criticisms against Bombay, 
that IS the only place where you get a little glimpse of Indian management 
and Indian enterpnse You kill Bombav and voii kill the entire Indian 
trade I therefore ask my friends not to be unsympathetic but to be* 
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sympathetic and treat her case as generously as possible It is true that 
Bombay bus become impatient, as one of my triends remarked She has 
lost her nerves It is therefore all the more necessary that we should not 
allow her to commit suicide by taking u cup of poison when she requires 
H cup of milk, that is judicious nounahment and wise counsel I hope 
thert'fore that w't* shall not be unduly harsh on the Bombay interests My 
friend Diwan Chaman Lall said that it was not a national industiy I 
know there is a distinction betw^eon a national industrv and nationalised 
industry I agree that it is not a nationalised industry But it undoubted- 
ly IS a national industry, and if my friend Diwan Chaman Lall looks 
forward to a time when it inav be possible to nationalise all the Indian 
industries, I should like to tell him that it will be easier to nationalise a 
national industry than to nationalise a non-national industry It is there- 
fore in thi' inttri''t of all concerned, Sir, tliai we should helf) oui national 
industries and not treat them in an nnchaiitable manner 

Sir, before 1 ( une to (lose gups with some of the provisions of this 
Bill, let me makt it clear that I do not altogether agree with the argu- 
ment advanced fiom time to time that there are certain kinds of goods 
which come into competition with Indian products while there are others 
w*-'ich do not come into such competition This argument is correct to a 
limited ('xtiMit, but 1 will give vou a ftwv illustrations which will show that 
it does not hold good bevond a certain point Take the case of artificial 
silk The House will realise there is nothing common between cloth made 
of artificial silk and cloth made of cotton, and vet if the cloth made of 
artificial silk could be sold at a very cheap price, it is bound to compete 
with the cloth made of cotton I can produce some samples, which I forgot 
to bring with mo today, but which I propose to lav on the table* for the 
.nspection of this House, which will show that there are dhotis imported 
from Manchester in verv large quantities made out of finer counts, and 
yet they compete with dhotis made of coarser counts in India The 
reason is obvious The Manchester dhoti, although very inferior so fay as 
dnrabihtv is concerned, is sold at Ks 2 per pair, while the Indian made 
dhoti, although nearly a hundred per cent more durable than the 
Manchester dhoti, is sold at Rs 2-6-0 or Rs 2-7-0 per pair In a country 
where poverty is rampant and the poor have to pay as high a rate of 
interest on their loans as 200 per cent it is not at all surprising that a 
man prefers to buy cloth far less durable simplv because it is slightly 
cheaper than similar cloth and far more durable hut slightly dearer This 
point has been brought out verv strikingly bv Mr Hardv in his Report, 
on page 72, paragraph 22 when he says: 

*'We hsvs alto to conatider th« indirsot c«mp<*t»tion of goods of different quality, 
a malUr of tpecUd importunes if a achtnns of protoetion should b# contemplated sines 
thire in alwava the possibility that a nae pa the price of an imported product may not 
drive the purchaser to a local product of the same kind hut rather to an imported 
product of a slightly different kind A good example of this type of indirect competi- 
tion ia the auppUntin^ of fine tiriped rinrtingi by fine printed drills '* 

Then he goes on to say ; 

*‘Ares for area a fine cloth may be Hat expenaive than a coarse cloth and a purchaaer 
who reoniries a piece of cloth for a parUenHr pnrpoee generally requIHes a debits 
area and Bot a definite weight Thna he may buy a finer cloth merely becanee it le 
cheaper wbereaa hs would prefer a coans doth if he could get it at the aams pri^ 
i>ecauN> it la more^ durable and better anited to his purpose '* 

*The dhotia were subeequsnily laid on the table of the Bouse 
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This makes it clear that it would not be correct to say that certain 
kiuds of goods alone come into competition;! and that others do not. It 
18 ail a question of pnce Every cheap cloth must compete with Indian 
products, and if we accept this v\e have to analyse whether the protecticm 
proposed to be greuited under this Bill is adequate or not To my mind, 
S r, the success of protection would depend entirely on its adequacy It 
js something like nourishment given to an invalid patient whom you want, 
in course of time, to get up on his legs and cam hig own livelihood If 
\cu give him judicious but adequate nourishment, he develops sufficient 
strength after some time and becomes independent of your help On the 
other hand, if \ou keep him in a aemi-starved condition, he is a constant 
dra^ on your purse To my mind adequate protection is money judiciously 
invested by the consumer, and inadequate protection la money simply 
thrown awav I think therefore this House should analyse whether the 
j^rotcction which is proposed to be granted under this Bill is or is not an 
adequate protection, whether it covers all those imports which arc likely 
to compete with the Indian pioducts, or whethci it is going to be money 
wasted We have' to analvse whether the sacrifice which the consumer is 
tailed upon to make is going to bring us an^ ictum or will it have been 
in vain 

Now, Su, m order to find out whether protection is adequate or not, 
let us examine the figures of demand and supply My friend the Honour* 
able the riuancc Mcmhei referred, in Ins spcccli, to the >ears 1924-26 
and 1925-26 as the years in whuh the peak of prosperity had been reached, 
and therefore I would take these years as the bases of my calculations for 
finding the total consumption of the country Now, Sir, I take the year 
1924-25 and I find that the total consumjition of cloth m India was 8,62t 
million yards, out of winch 1,970 million yards were jiroduced by nulls m 
India and 1,651 million ^ard8 were imported from outside Now. Sir, we 
to this conclusion, — and it is not wrong as we cannot come to any 
othei conclusion since the purchasing power of the masses after these two 
years has surelv come down — it cannot bo said that India can consume 
more than 3,600 million yards of cloth at present I have left out deli- 
berately the handloom production and consumption, because that is not a 
relevant factor If I take the handloom industry also into account which 
produces about 1,100 million yards, then I would have to add 1,100 milhon 
yards to my figures both of consumption and of production This will 
ccmplete the picture But for all practical purposes it would make no 
difference if we omitted the handloom industry altogether from the picture 
Thus, we come to this conclusion that the consumption of Indian mill- 
made cloth and of imported cloth can not be at present more than B,600 
million 'vards Let us now see, Sir, if we have not got more supplies than 
wo require 

Sir, the producing capacity at present of India is about 2,700 million 
yards We produced m 1927-28 2,857 million yards, and since then there 
has been a great expansion m the trade New mills have been erected in 
Ahmedabad and other up-country places, and at some places the mills 
have started woridng at night with a double shift I know of cases m 
fact of mv own mills m Delhi and Gwalior where we are worinng a double 
diift. It has been estimated and the estimate is not far wrong, that the 
present producing capacity of the Indian mills is about 2,700 milUon yards, 
as sgainst our requirements of S,600 milMon yards We have got pro- 
duotiosi in our own country which smounta to 2,700 miUiofi yards That 
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IS to say, wo require only 900 miUioti yards from imports, and I ask the 
Honourable the Commerce Member whether he thinks that the protec- 
tion which he i8 proposing to give under this Bill will be adequate to 
affect the imports to that extent We are at present importing, as I said, 
about 1,900 million yards, and unless we bnng down the imports to 900 
million yards, there is no likehhood of our mills working economically to 
tin ir full capacity deriving any advantage from the proposed protection. 
This IS the first point, Sir, on which I disagree with my friend Mr Chetty. 
He said Let us see whether the protection is adequate 1 say the protec- 
tion 18 not adequate, and therefore the money which we are asking the 
consumer to sacrifice for protecting the textile industry is going to be 
money wasted, 

Now, Sir, my second point is that our competition is not merely with 
Japan 1 will again produce some figures to show that our competition is 
not only with non- United Kingdom, but also with the United Kingdom I 
propose to place a few figures before the House, which will show that 
the United Kingdom hns been competing is much with Indian products 
as non-United Kingdom 1 will take only dhotis and coloured goods in 
this connection 1 may point out that with Japan, our competition is con- 
fined entirely to plain grey goods, i e , Latha, etc whereas our competi- 
tion uitb the United Kingdom is more markca in the field of dhotis and 
colourc<l goods There, again, I wish to produce a few figures before the 
House on the basis of which Honourable Members can fomi their own 
judgment Now, Sir, as I said before I have chosen the year 1924-26, 
as the Honourable the Finance Member called it the peak of prosperity 
your In that vt*ur our total consumption of dhotis amounted to 947 million 
vurds Our producing capacity at present amounts to 700 million yards 
That IS to Hay, wo arc required to irufiort only 250 mJlion yards Now, let us 
SCO what hns happcni'd Imports from the United Kingdom of dhotis in 
1924 25 wcio 188 million vaids, where it has stood throughout the last five 
years, vtx , tlu' years 1924-25 to 1928-29 In 1928-29 it stood at 454 
million yards B\i< wLat was the effect on our production? In 1927-28, 
the production of Iho Indian mill-made dhotis had reached 616 million 
yards Tn view of our limited consumption w'hich cannot be more than 
950 million yards, there were only two alternatives left for us. vtsx , either 
that the imports should have been curtailed or (hat the axo should have 
fallen on the Indian production The imports could not be curtailed and 
a8 vvo could not withstand competition, we had to curtail our own produc- 
tion Our production, which was 616 million yards in 1927-28, came down 
to 564 million yards in 1928-29 

Diwan ohaman Lall (West Punjab* Non -Muhammad an) May I ask 
whether this decrease in the producibn of cloth was due to the strike in 
.Bombay ? 

Mr. Qhanahyam Daa Birla; I am glad that this point has been raised 
bv my friend Diwan Chaman Lall It was certainly due to the stnke, 
hut may I ask him what those strikes were duo to? W© had strikes in 
the Jute industry in Calcutta Labour put up extravagant demands and as 
wo were passing throuRh a period nf pnospemty w© did not like to prolong 
thr strike and we settled 'the whole matter ha a fortnight's time But 
when the Bomha;^ mills got strikeSi they looked upon ^em with mixed 
feelings They Imi/w that they wm pawin g through a period of depression 
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and they know they would not lose much by keepmg their mills closed. 
They were not m a position to meet the demands of the workers The 
result was that they prolonged the strike until starvation led its collapse. 
Now, Sir, that clearly proves 

Diwan Ohaman I*all: I do not ^\aut to mterrupt the Honourable Mem 
ber, but may I ask him whether he knovis that the 1928 strike did not break 
down and that the workers did not resume unconditionally ? 

Mr. Ohanshyam Das Birla: Are you referring to the strike of 1928? 
May I know what advantage labour got out of it? 

Diwan Ohaman LaU: The Honourable Member cem read the Keport 
himself and find out 

Mr. Ghanshyam Das Birla: I am afraid my Honourable friend has 
neither read the Report nor has he taken sufficient interest in it Well 
12 Noon sincere opinion, and I think my Honourable fnend 

Diwan Chaman Lall will agree with me, tliat it cannot be m 
the interest either of the emplovers or the employees that the industry 
suould continue to siififcr and remain starving Labour con exact the best 
terms only when industry passes through a period of prosperity, and as 
the Bombay mill industry w'as parsing through a period of depression, it 
suited them very well to prolong the strike In fact they looked on the 
strike with mixed feelings I would not be at all surpnsed, if even with 
the proposed protection, some mills in Bombay had to close down But 
if no protection was forthcoming, I had anticipated that in the month of 
May .-this year almost all tlic mills in Bombay would be compelled to 
declare a lockout, and you may call it a strike or a lockout, so far a« 
production is concerned, it will have the same effect I maintain that 
you would not have curtailed the production — stnkes or lockouts are mere 
means — but for the fact that we were meeting with senous competition 
from abroad Now, Sir, to resume the thread of my argument, what I 
said about dhotis equally applies to the coloured goods The import of 
coloured goods from the United Kingdom m 1924-2.5 stood at 3«38 million 
yards, while in 1928-29 it stood at 33.5 million vards That is, the imports 
have been stationary Well the prmliiction of the Indian mills, wdiieh 
went up in 1927-28 to 681 ituIIiodb came down in 1928 29 to 487 million 
lards Similarly if we look into the total production of the mills, we would 
find that, while the imports have been practicallv stationaiw since 1927-28, 
the local production which, m 1927-28 went up to 2,357 million yards, cam© 
down to 1,893 million vards in 1928 29 That gives vou a eorrect idea 
of the situation The supply is more than India could consume, and 
there ore onU two alternatives, either we must curtail the imports or 
curtail the production What I want to know from the Honourable the 
Commerce Member ig whether he thinks that the protection which he is 
proposing to give to Uie Indian mills is adequate to affect the imports 
the extent we want and whether it w'lll bring fcbe unports down to 900 
million yards , if not, I am afraid he must admit the money which we want 
to spend for the protection of the Indian industry wdll be mone\ wasted 
It was for this reason that the Bombay nullowners and the miUownerg of 
otlu^ parts of India unanimouslv aske<i for 20 per cent all-round with a 
mioimiinx of 8} annas per pound on all clMh. I want to know whv fwo* 
thSzds of the imports have Wn left untouched . Our total imports amount. 

B 2 
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to 1,000 million vards, out of which two-thirds come from the United 
Kingdom, and it is from the United Kingdom that we have to face serious 
competition m dhotis and coloured goods, and I want to know from the 
Government of India what protection they propose to provide agamst the 
11 n ports of dhotis and of coloured goods from the United Kmgdom, which 
arc vLiy senouHly competing with Indian products 

Mr. B. Dm (Onssa Division Non Muhammadan) Mi Chett> will 
1 xjilam that 


Mr. Ohanshyam Das Birla: Mv own (Ondusion is, and that conclusion 
IS shared bv a large number of friends in this House, that while the Bill 
does provide a small protection to the Indian industry, it also proxides a 
prvjtection to Lancashire, m order that she may wrest her lost temtoiy from 
Japan The figure of the last two years will show how the imports from the 
T;mled Kingdom have gone doun, while the imports from other sources 
have gone up In 1927-28, the imports from the United Kingdom wore 
] 548 million ^vards, while from other sources they were 430 million yards, 
thus making a total of 1,978 million yards Wh>’c‘ the total imports have 
been stationary — that is m 1929 the imports weie approximately 1,980 
million vards,— the imports fiom the United Kmgdom have gone down 
fioiri 1,548 nullion to 1,800 million yards, while from the other sources 
the imports have increased from 430 million yards to 680 million yards 
That, Sir, makes it quite clear that while v\e are asked to give a small 
piotection to the Indian cotton industry, we are also asked to give equal 
protection, if not more, to the Lancashire mdustrv I ask this House whe- 
thci It IB fair that, at the cost of the Indian consumer, we should protect 
an industry which is not situated in India, which is in no wav connected 
with Indio except the fact that it is one of the elements which has con- 
stantly aspired to kill the Indian textile industry (Hear, hear ) I would 
not be opposed to protecting any Bntish mdustrv, provided w'e do so by 
mere blessings or by more words But if it is a question of paying so 
much out of your pocket to a foreign industry, I am sure none will have 
the-courage in this House to sav that we should do so 

I realise that my Honourable friends the Bombay Millowners Associa- 
tion people have been m a difficult position While they want protection 
for thoir own industry, if they reject this proposal they have to go without 
j^rotection for some time But if thev would have the patience 
nnd courage to say to the Government definitely without any ambiguity 
that if wi want protection we want unalloyed protection, we will not 
consent to pay a huge sum out of the pocket of the Indian consumer for 
benefiting Lancashire, if they had the courage to say this, I am sure that, 
in the course of a short time, the Government wmuld have to bend and 
give us protection, adequate and unalloyed, without any tinge of Impe- 
rial Preference But, Sir, let us examine what is the expenditure we are 
incurring in order to pro^ct the Lancashire industry The Fiscal Com- 
mission in its Beport — here I want to make it clear that I am not readifig 
from the Minority Report, for I was one of the Minonty which wrote the 
Minute of Dissent — I am quoting the Majority Report, which was accepted 
vby the Govemxnent In paragraph 225 — this paragraph has already Wn 
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quoted, but it is so m8tructi\o that I am tempted to quote it again, and 
1 hope the House will not mind the repetition — m paragraph 226 it says . 

“So long as a substantial quantity of the commodity continues to be imported from 
courtnes to which preferential rate has not been extended the prices of tlie commodity 
will be regulated by the higher duty and the consumer will thus pay the higher price 
on tho whole supply atnd the difference bet^^een the two rates of duty will be equivalent 
to a bounty to the manufacturer in the country receiving the preference “ 

Then, Sir, m paragraph 226, on page 126, they further give an illustration 
and say 

‘To take an illustration we may assume that the favoured country is before tho 
grant ot piefereiice supplying thiee fourths of the market and after the preference is 
given the price to the consumer for a time may be regulated by tho higher rate of duty 
and the manufacturers of the favoured country will receive, as has been already ex- 
plained, the bonus of the difference between the two rates ’’ 

Till-, illustration \ery well fits m with our present position Wo are 
now iinpoitmg two thirds from the United Kingdom and one-third from 
other countries Now, Sir if we are to accept this proposal, the leault 
should he that the price of imports from the United Kingdom would be 
leguhitea on the basis of the prices on non-U K goods, w'hich naturally 
will ha\ > to be sold at a higher price on account of the five per cent extra 
dut\ 'J’hat being so^ viz , if tne per cent extia raises the price of all 
tmp(^i t-- trcni the United Kingdom this would mean that tho Indian con- 
sumer would be paving veiy nearl\ 2 crores of lupees for tho benefit of 
T/ancnshire It may be said that I am exaggerating the result But I 
shimld like to know fixilm tin Government if the figures which I am giving 
are wrong, w'hat are the correct figures I want to know^ how much you 
are calling upon the consumer to pav to Lan''aRh.r6 m order tiiat she may 
be able to sell her goods at highei rates m the Indian market and thus 
protect her industry T would read a press telegram which is very signi- 
ficant Tho President of the Manchester Chamber of Commerce issued a 
statement m which he said 

“While they are profoundly dismayed .it the inci eased duty, they could not fad 
to recognise the gesture of the Government of India proposing an additional five 
per cent duty on non-Bnlish goods, although it will not suffice to compensate Lancashire 
for the disadvantage of general increase ’’ 

Well, Sir, if this will not suffice to compensate her, if the compensatioa 
18 not sufficient, it is, according to the admission, some oompensation at 
least And I want to know what is the total amount of compensation 
which we are providing to Lancashire Surely, Sir, if any compensation 
18 being provided, it oould only be provided at the expense of the Indian 
consumer I should like to know from the Honourable the Commerce 
Member as to what is the total amount of compensation w hich is sought 
to be provided to Lancashu-e at the cost of the Indian consumer. How- 
ever. Sir, the fact is clear, and to my mind it seems that it should be eleae 
to those who represent Indian interests, that we are being asked to protect 
^e Lancashire industry at the expense of the Indian consumer Now*, Sir 
Government may protest that that is not so, although they owe to me a 
reply to my question as tu what is the compensation which we are nro- 
viding ^ 

®ut Goverriment may say that they are not giving any compensation* 

T convince any impartial man who carries a head on his shoulders^ 

T another simple question Either Lancashire competes in th» 

Inman maricet against Japan, or it is compeUng with the Indian pioducts 
^ It 18 competing with none There couW be oidv these three alternatives! 
J^et us examine this point more fully. If Lancashire is competing 
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With Japan m tho Indian market, is it fair thai Japan 
tthould be baiidicupped by the imposition of .5 per cent extra, 
which will rm an higher prices to the consumer If Lancashire ib com- 
peting uith Japan, then surely it is the duty of Government to put both 
tie (niinfiies cm the same level, so that there may be free competition, 
and the (Xinsiimer m this country may get his leqiiirements at a reasonably 
low competitive rate M} fnend, the (V)mnierct Mt'mber ma} say that 
Laneashiro is not competing with Japan Then i*- it competing \uth the 
Indian products? If that ib so, is it fair that t\vo thirds of tlie imy^orts 
should bo left practically untoucht'd? Is it not fair that we should get 
equal protection agairiHt Ijancashire also? Then, Sii, if there is no ea(m- 
])etition (‘ither with Japan or with the Indian products, then for uliose 
benehb is thib hve pei cent extra being imposed on Jap<in ’ \Vh\ sliould 
the (loveinrneid bt so eiiary of accepting the amendment vvhah k jaofyosed 
to he moved bv 1 iie fjeuder ot the Opposition, J^andit Maine iv a, winch im* 
pobes ^ nmias per pound on all imports"' The \erv fact that Lancashire 

15 prodiK'irig only finer goods shoui<l he a suflicient sateguard for Lancashire, 
because if rny Honourable friend the Commerce Member would calculate, 
h (3 would find that annas per pound on finer goods will not go above 

1 6 per emit It will be practically inoperative Therefore I want to know 
why It 18 that Government feel hesitation in accepting that amendment, if 
Lancafthne is eonipeting neither with Japan nor with India My suspicion 
is that, oven if there mav bo small competition today, the object of Gov- 
erament seems to be to h< ip Lancashire m wresting from J apan the tem- 
torv which has been lost m the last two or three years The very fact 
that Gtivorninent feel hesitation in accepting Pandit Malaviya’s amend- 
ment clearly proves that Government are not acting m this matter in 
the mteri'Ht of the Indian industry If I accept their argunlont that pro 
tection IS firopoHod on the basis of competitive goods I want to know 
why it 18 that Government want to tax Japan, even m the case of finer 
gucnlft, A hero there is no coimpetition, and why she is leaving alone coarser 
goods fiotn T^ancnsluro, where there is competition The competition may 
be small hut wdiv can \ou not impose a 8 ^ uinas dutv, which will leave 
all the finer goods untouched, and tax those coarser goods which are coming 
into competition? The very fact that Government hesitate shows that 
their bona fi^lcs are not above Buspicion 

It might he said hv mv friend, the Commerce Member, that tliere are 
adrniniHtrafive difficulties in accepting Pandit Malaviya'g amendbnent He 
might say that it is not possible to collect SJ annas per pound specific duty 
on all im|)Orts May I ask, why this so-called difficulty was not pointed 
out to the millowners' representatives when they met the Commerce Meftn- 
bor at Delhi jvnd suggested BJ annas all round? If the administrative 
difficulties exist, surely they should have existed even at that time But 
80 for m T know, not much objection was raised on the ground of admi- 
nistrative difficulties I again inquire whether these administrative diffi- 
culties are so insuperable that this could not be accepted? I am afraid 
it 18 all very nice to snv this to laymen, but those who have got some 
experience of Imde know very well ^at it is not the administrative diffi- 
rusities which compel Government to reject Pandit ^falaviya'g amendment, 
hut, it is because, if thev accept this, lliey will be putting Lancashire and 
Japan on the sa^e basis They will be sdlowing free oompetition, and 
they wiU not be able to grant tiuit protection to Lancashire xHdoh they 
Want to That is the "adiole propoeitton I therefore strengly urge that, 
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if we have got any self-rebpect left in us, we ahould reject it and tell Gov- 
ernment that we are not prepared to accept their proposal It is most 
humiliating that this protection has been mixed up with a policy of pre- 
ference. We have been civing for protection for the last three yeais The 
Tariff Board made a recoiumondatiou that the Indian cotton mostly 
deserved protection Government rejected the Tariff Board’s recommenda- 
tion and now, taking tidvantage of the plight and bad condition of the 
cotton industry, they come forward with a proposal, which is most humi- 
liating to the country and particulaily to the millowncire, and they say, 
with pistol in hand, that either they must accept both protection and 
Imperial Piefeience, or reject it and go to the dogs This is the situation 
m which they have put the Indian cotton mdustiv, and I say that if any 
self-respect is left in the imillowners. they should declare a lockout and 
say to Government that the\ do not want to go to the dogs They nay 
ask Government to go to the dogs, but they should refuse to consider this 
most humiliating proposal I am afraid they have not got that courage, 
but suiely it IS the dutv of this House to say that wo are not going to 
stand this humiliating proposal and we are not going to accept it If 
Government carrv this proposal by the strength of their own votes, let 
them do so, but I want every one of the Honourable Members to reject 
this proposal 

Sir, I have stated my objection very briefly My fnend, Mr 8han- 
mukham Chettv, when he discussed this Bill, said he wanted to 
dwell on three aspects First, whether the industry deserved protection 
I think there could be no two opinions about it The industry does deserve 
protection Secondly, whether (he protection was adequate, and here I 
diticM* tioin in\ tiiend Mi ('hettv I ^ vv the protection m not a<lc(piat(‘ 

I do not want to make any prophecy, but I shall not be surprised if, m 
spite of this protection which you are giving, the Bombay mills knock 
at your doors ogam next year and suggest that they are dying and require 
more protection I will not blame the industry if they do so, because you 
are not giving them adequate protection, and if they knock at your door 
again, it will be because of the fact that vou are not giving them adequate 
protection T maintain that the protection is not a^lequate The third 
point of Mr Chettv was whether the effect of Imperial Preference was 
injurious bo the industry and the economic interests of the country I 
think 811. T have proved at least to those w-'ho want to see with their 
eyes open, that it is injurious to the economic interests of the coimtrv 
I hope I have proved that we are protecting Lancashire at a cost which 
mav fluctuate between to 2 crores of nipees per annum, and T ask this 
House to ponder seriously on the question whether thev will be serving 
the interests of this country by accepting a proposal which is calculate<l to 
promote not our interest hut the int<'iost of Lancashire 

But, ^Hr, I want to say a word to Government also If they think 
that, in the existing humiliating circumstances they could impose some- 
thing on us, they are very much mistaken I think, Bit, almost even 
politician from time to time has ‘^aid that, when we get full responsible 
government, Dominion Status Swaraj, — bv w^hatever name you may call 
it — pracfieallv every politician has <^aid that he will be prermred to consider 
rery favourably any demand which may come from the British interests 
But, Sir, what vou are doing at present is, that you are stiffening the 
attitude of the people If you think you can impose Imperial Preference 
on us with Impunity, you are very much mistaken You are stiffening 
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the attitude of the people towards your interests, and I would tell the 
Government and those who are interested in the Lancashire industry that, 
bv this proposal, they are doing more harm than good to Lancashire 
(hear, hear ) The advantage which they think they are going to get will 
at least be a temporary advantage I would be the last person, therefore,^ 
e\eii ftoin the point of view of Lancashire, to impose such a thing on the 
people at tins stage, wdieii the political situation is so unsettled 1 ha\e 
spoken to my friends, the inillowners, of the disadvantageous situation in 
whuh they are putting themsclvis and I wall teJl them that, by accepting 
this proposal, they are doing the greatest disservu e to themselves First 
of all the> are alienating svrnpithy of the peoph (Hear, hear) Whit 
Mr ('human Lall and Mr H Das said represents to some extent the 
opinion of a section of the < ountry People are already hostile to the 
Tjombay mill indiistr} And, Sir, if they arc so indiscreet as to assoeiai^* 
themselves with the proposal against which even the Government of Lord 
(hir/on fought in 1908, I am sure they wall be inviting the greatest eon- 
dcnination on themselves Pven from their point of view% m their own 
mtecest, they aio making anothei mistake' Ma\ F ask them wh> die] the> 
not get proteition in 1927, and wdiy should they get a little protection 
now'/ K was bcHausc, in 1927, the imports from Japan w(‘re not large 
The ratio was not of one-third to tw'o thirds ns at i^resent At that tune 
any protection (o the Bomba\ mills meant hitting Fiancashirc to the ex 
tent of HO per eont They are getting protection today because the Lanca- 
shire interests have dwindled down to 66 per cent , and if they help the 
Government, if they help Lancashire m wresting the lost territory from 
Japan, and if, after two years, it is found that cent per cent trade is 
captured by liancashire, they may take it from me that, if they want any 
protection in future, they will be knocking their heads against a wall of 
stone Tt is impossible for any Government, until wc get responsible 
government, to fight against the Lancashire interests and, Sir, what they 
are doing at present is inviting death for themselves If they have got 
sense enough, they ought to see But, Sir, ns I said, thev have lost 
theiT nerves, and it is the dut\ of this House how^ever impatient the 
Bombay millowners may be, it is the duty of this House to see that, in 
their impatience, they may not do something which is against their own 
interest and against the interests of this country With these words I 
oppose the pnnciple of this Bill (Applause ) 

Hr. X. A. Jiniuh (Bombay City Muhammadan Urban) T have 
listened, Sir, to the speech of my friend, Mr Birla, and other speeches with 
the greatest possible attention T am, Sir, face to face with the practical 
proposition A good deal of what he has said appeals to me very much 
about self-respect and the sentiment of the people and the opposition of 
the public to Imperial Preference Sir, I want to place before this House, 
in the first instance, what is the constitutional position of this Assembly 
vii-Q'Via tlM» Government of India The historv of the protection of this 
industry and the past history of obstructing the development of this 
industry is vcjiw w'cll known We all know it Sii I would not go beyond 
recent times, the Fowler r^me, the free trade doctnne, of which my 
friend, Mr, Arthur Moore, is still a faithful follower and believer in this 
country, but not in his owm I suppose, the continuation of the excise duty, 
whiili was only repealed three years ago, I think, and so on, and I will not 
Puy aiiv thing more than this, that it has been recognised m even* fair 
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and ]ust quarter that it was pohticallv a blunder, morally wrong and 
commercially unsound But just as ue found the excise duty was repealed, 
we were presented with the ratio question Now, I know the Honourable 
Member considers this as a very sore point when we mention this ratio. 
But even the Tanff Board admitted, in the inquiry of 1927, that at any 
rate, putting it in a most favourable light, the repeal of the excise duty, 
which gave them relief, was at least wiped off by this ratio if not more. 
But there are other people who seem to think that it gave an advantage 
to the import of foreign textiles industry of 12^ per cent Sir, fortunately, 
we have made some progress since that policy, as I said, the Fowler and 
Hamilton policy, and the progress is this, that wo have got now our 
charier — I do not use the word serioiisl\ — in the observations of the Joint 
Parliam(ntar\ Colmmitteo and those obscn^ations T will rend They are 
these 

“WhAte\er the light fi'inl fKlic\ foi Tndin foi the needs of her oonsumera aa 
well ns toi hei iiKuiufactm ei s it is quite clear that she should have the a&me liberty 
to (ou'^icIm her interests as Ore it llritain Australia New Zealand, Canada and South 
Afiica In the opinion of the Comniittee, therefore, the Secretary of State should og 
far os possible a\oid intcrfe'ence on this subject when tho Covernment of India and 
Its Legislature are in ogieement, and they think that his intervention, when it does iakg 
place, should be limited to safeguai diii\x the international ol^hgations of the Empire or 
nnv fl•^fal maii^tmenta within the Empire to which His Majesty's Government is a 
partv ” 

Because, tifter all the Seeretar\ of State for India forms part of the British 
Cabinet, and the British Government could only hold office or be in 
power ]f Parliament approves of their pohcv And there wasn’t a Secre- 
tarv of State for India who was hold enough, or courageous enough, m 
the interests of India, to allow his party to be defeated on the floor of 
the House and face dissolution So, to this extent now, Sir, we are m a 
better position But what k our position now under this convention*^ 
Our position is this that if there is agreement betw’een the Grivemmeiit 
of India and the Legislature, then a measure can be enacted, it can be 
an accomplished fact Sir, quite recently, in a speech, the Secretary of 
S’tate for India, Mr Wedgwoc^ Benn, s.aid that no Secretary of State for 
India — I will use his own words — he mentioned this convention, and ha^ng 
mentioned this convention he snid this 

“As an opponent of taiiffs. I would never stir one inch from that definition of 
principle because the principle of self government is far greater than what I wouM 
call the matter of fiscal commonsense Nor would any Secretary of State attempt to lay 
a upon this principle of tariff .lutonomv which ha# been e#tabli#liecl in practice 

for 10 veers in Indian affair# ” 

Mr. President: Wliat book is that? 

Mr. M. A. Jlnnah: Parhamentarv Debates Hansard, page 1652 Now, 
Sir, the Government of India vis-n-vts this Legislature, are unrestneted, 
unfettered, in their power to deal with matters like tariffs, as they may 
in their opinion think best, and the Government of India have taken the 
initiative and put this proposal before us Now, Sir, it is a great anomaly. 
India 18 not a Domimon, this Legislature is not a sovereign legislature; 
this Government is not responsible to this House, and how are we going, 
in this matter, to act as a Dominion would, hke Australia, Canada ot New 
Zealand 7 

Mr. Prasidant: Bv convention 
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Mr. M. A. Jiunah : That is exactly where 1 am making clear our posi- 
tion I want the House to understand why I am taking this trouble, 
because it has been assumed m some quarters of the House as if we are 
masters of the situation and some Honourable Members actually — ^ 
not here to defend the mill management or 'mv friend Mr Mody — but some 
of them said, “You come before us with a beggar’s bowl, but you do this 
and you do that first and then we will consider’' Sir, let us see what is 
our poHitiou, whether we are also not earning a beggar’s bowl before the 
IVeasury Benches, and I want Honourable Members to realise fully their 
position 

Mr. President: Not m the matter of fiscal aiitonoDiy’? 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: Sir, if \ou will permit me, T will convince you also 
Let ns see what the position is The position is this The Government 
have the right to take the initiative This Legislature can only reject it, 
but if this Gegislatiiro wants to modify any ineasure which the Gorem- 
ment propose, and if they do not agree to it, then it falls 

Mr, President: Are they bound to agree? 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: Sir, no person is bound to agree 

Mr, President: ’rhen is the fiscal autonomy a reality or not*^ 

Mr. H. A. Jinnah: If you will tell mo, Sir, d \oii will give* a ruling 
that the Government are compelled to proceed wdh this Bill and put it 
on the Statute-book, no matter how we alter it, I am lor it 

Mr. M. 8. Aney: May T ask the Honourable Miunber one (piestion? 
Wns it not given out bv the Secretary of S’tatc as a proof of Dominion 
St it us in action that India has fiscal autonomy? 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: That IS how Honourable Members get deluded 

Mr. M. S. Aney: Wlio attempteil to delude us’’ 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: Wbv did vou allow' vourseUes to be deluded*^ Wliv 
didn’t vou examine earefully, why didn’t you try t<^ undoistand "vour own 
power and your own light instead of saying, so and so said so and so^ I 
may put a definite (piestion on the floor of the House are vou, Bir, pre- 
paied to gi\i' an nndeitaKmr a ruling that liowtwcr ] non modify 
this Bill, the Government are bound to nceept it and put it on the Statute- 
book? T am for it 

Mr President* That m what T understand to be the position in respect 
ol fiscal autonomy 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: Sir, with great respect, if \ou give that ruling, I 
sav that ruling cannot be enforced, but I am prepared 

Mr. President: Nothing can be enforced 

Mr, M. A. Jinnah: What is the good of \our being deluded? That 
ruling. Sir, wQI have great respect, will have the utmost respect, but that 
ruling cannot have anv effect whatsoever I want to know from the Gov 
ernmont because — know the constitutional position, and if I am wrong 
1 want to know from Government, are they prepared , . . 
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An Honourable Member: Is fiscal autonomy given to the Treasury 
Benches or to us ? 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah : That is the error into which the Honourable Mem- 
ter has fallen What can I do^> you will allow me, S5r. I will the 

Government, are >ou prepared— because this is how I understand it from 
the statement which the Finance Member made and further augmented hy 
the statement of the Honourable the Commerce Member ^ I will read tho 
statement of the Finance Member — paragraph 'SS I don’t want to make 
a long quotation, if jou read it carefully, the effect of it is this that they 
are not prepared to modify their proposal embodied in this Bill and 
scheme contained therein in any important degree, and that was made stm 
more clear by the Commerce Member m his speech, when he moved this 
motion T think T am quoting him correctly, though T am quoting from my 
memory He said, he feared, speaking on behalf of Government, that it 
would be impossible for us to accept anv sort of important change in the 
scheme of this Bill, oi uoids to that effect'’ 

Mr President: Did the Honourable the Commerce Member say that 
be was going to accept the decision of thm House*? 

*nie Honourable Six George Bainy (Member for C^ommerce and Bail- 
\sa\s) What I said ^\us this, when moving for the consideration of this 
Bill 


I wlioiibl I't niisleatbng the if T c^n^o^p(i tho impiesi*ion that Hovernment 

line an (»pen miiul oi that the\ are picpaied to .1ih<uss tln^se vaiious amendmenls oo 
thft footing thxt all of thtm are cquilly open foi o<»neuleratK)n 1 h.i\e no desire what- 
e\<r to misk\i<t the House on that point and indetM.1 it wo\ild be entiieU wiong if I did 
S" Diastii Lliange-^ in tlie Kleiin einhodicd in the Bill would, T foa* , he unpos 
^ih](* to auopt hut ns logarcls oik ol these amendments namolv, that which slauda 
in the name of m\ Honouralile friend Mr (’hotty, 1 am willing to «ay that, aftei full 
( onvideration the (fO\ernnieiit aie piepmd to accept that ainondnunt ” 


To tbat position, Sir, the (lovernmeul of India, after full consideration, 
adhere In particular, the amendment, I think, m the name of the 
Honourable the Leader of the Opposition, and the second amendment stand- 
ing m the name of Mr Isw.ir Saraii and two or three other Members of 
the Nationalist Party, and I think a third amendment standing m the 
name of in\ friend IMr Acliarta if ’in\ of thes^ amendinent-H are passed 
by the House, T fear it would be impossible for Government In proceed 
with the Bill 

Mr. President; I am afraid that position is entirely moonsisterit with 
iihe statement made bv the Finance Member, that fiscal autonomy is a 
reality, and that it is an integnl part of the constitution, and also the 
statement by the Secretary of State for India, made in the House of Com- 
mons m the recent debate, that India enjoyed the same liberty in the 
matter of tanffs as Great Britain enjovs 

Tbd Honoimbie lEMr Gtorgt Bainy; 1 think, Bur, it has been clear all 
along that what the tanff autonomy convention means is that, whem the 
Govwnment of India and the Legislature are m agreement, the Secretary 
Of State will not exercise his power of supermtendenoe, direction and oon- 
"trol In any Hommion it would be necessary that the Qovemnsent of that 
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Dominion and itg Legislature should be in agreement before a decision on 
such mattfTfl could be arrived at The difference of course is that m a 
Dominion automatic means are provided by which, when there are differ- 
ences belween the Legislature and the Government, they are at once ad- 
justed whereas under the existing constitution in India no such automatic 
means of adjustment are provided 

Mr. President: Unless the Government of India are prepared to assi- 
miliato themselves to the position of Ministers and act as such in this 
matter of fiscal autonomy, this fiscal autonomy has no meaning under the 
present constitution 

Sir Hftri Singh Gk)Ur (Central IVovmcos ILndi Divisions Non-Muham- 
madan) May I ask one question, Sir 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: I am in possession of the House, fc>ir 1 had, Sir, 
very little doubt in my rnind, and that is why 1 stated the proposition in 
the form in whicli 1 did, so that Honourable Members may understand 
the exact position But, Sir, after the leply given by 8 r George Rainy 
on behalf of tlie Government of India there is now' absolutely no doubt left 
in the aiiiendineiits that have been tabled Tlieie au' the^e time 
alternative proposals And, Sir, I may tell the House, becuiiso there is 
no coiihilence about it, that I myself wanted t > rnovi im amendment 
at first Before tabling the amendment, I considered my position, and 1 
came to the conclusion thit, if it was not acceptable to the (lovcmmcnt of 
India and if I earned my amendment, or if any of these amendments were 
earned, the one and the only result would bo the wreckage of this Bill, as 
the Government may not proceed with the Bill further Now, Sir, I 
may tell Honourable Members here that it is for this reason that I am not 
prepared, in spite of those sentiments which my fnend Mr Birla expressed, 
to take the responsibility of this Bill being wrecked I find, Sir, that all 
along here, barring pernaps a few exceptions, everv one recognises the 
immediate and urgent necessity for the protection of the mill industry 
There are various reasons for it, and it has been argued in different wa^8^ 
but the conclusion is the same, that the mill industry at the present 
moment is in a desperate condition, and that it needs urgent and immediate 
protection And» S^r, nobody would say that it should not get adequate 
protection, or I will go further and say, effective protection I entirely 
Agree with my fnend, Mr Birla, that it is wasting the money of the con- 
sumer if you do not give effective protection to any industry that you want 
to keep alive Because, what is the result if the protection is not really 
effective? The effect will be this, that whatever little money you put into 
the pockets of these industnes probably will go to minimise the losses thev 
have Rustained or may enable some of them to declare a small dividend 
That la not the principle of protection The principle of protection, as I 
understand it, is this, that the consumer is ready to bear the burden as an 
investment, as my friend said, so that, within a reasonable time, the 
industry which they have protected will s«rve them and will give them the 
commodity they protected at a cheaper taie and drive out the foreign im- 
ports from this country That is why you should give pmtection. and there 
it ho question about it But Sir, 1 wIB read now the words of Sir Victor 
ttassoon. Speaking on the Tariff Bill which dealt with the vnm duty iif 
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1927, — it IS a verv mstruofive passage and I tlimk the House will bear 
with me, and Honourable Members will realise that our positron today is 
exactly the same as it a as m 1927, — this is what he said* 

"The position is this, that the mill industry is like a poor wounded man lying on 
the road Mr Jamnadas Mehtu says this* man needs an ambulance Mr Jamnadas 
IS entirely nzht , he doea need an ambulance to take him to the hospital, but all that 
18 offered to him is a broken uutch He lannot go far or fast on this crutch, but ha 
takes hold of it and stumbles towards the town in the hope that somebody will help 
him on the road But Mr Jamnada^ says he should not take the tintch nut remain 
lying on the roa-d while he apprises the municipal authorities ” 

My friend Mr Birla wants Ihe millowners to remain lying on ihe road and 
lio will go and inform the Delhi municipnlitv about it 

Phen, Sir Victor Sassoon went further, and said 

“Unfortunately Mi Jamnadas cannot guaiantee to us that we wall e\iM get this 
ambulance or I would ceitainly join him ’’ 

Nor can my friend Mr Birla guaiantee me the nmbidancc, or else I would 
certainly join him 

Mr. T. Prakasam (East (^lodavan and West Goda\ari cum Kistna Non- 
Mnhammadan Rural) May I interrupt the Honourable Member for a 
minute May I know whether it is his eontention that the position taken 
by the Government, in defiance of the position dictated by the Secretary 
of State, 18 a correct one or not according to the argument of Government? 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: That point I have past I cannot go bai’k on it 
now Then ISlr Victor says 

“Mr Jamnadas cannot guarantee tt) us that we will over get this ambulanio or I 
would certainly join him “ 

And somebody shouted out and said “Sir, it might be the funeral". 
Now, Sir, I am not prepared to face here in front of me the funeral, and 
I cannot, Sir, take the responsibility for the funeral of this industry. Of 
course, we arc all agrei'd that this industry requires protection, it requires 
effective protection, it requires immediate and urgent protection, but if 
we cannot get the ambulance. Sir, I have no hesitation in saying that tbeeje 
wall be a funeral of this industry, and I am not prepared to participate in 
bnngmg about that state of things 

Mr. O. S. Banga lyer (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions . Non-Muham 
madan Rural) Are you delivering a funeral oration? 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: No, Sir But let me make my position clear that, 
as I understand the principle of Tmpenal Preference, it means this, either 
there should be a reciprocity arrangement between one Dominion and 
another Dominion , that is, one Dominion says I will give you certain ad- 
vantages in return for certain advantages which you sh^d give me That 
is one principle of Imperial Preference The other principle of Imperial 
Preference, Sir, is a voluntary gift It is open to a Dominion, as part of 
the Bntieh Commonwealth, to sav that we will make a voluntary gift to 
you, provided it is not seriously detrimental to our interests It is open 
to you to say so Neither are we a Dominion, nor Is this proposal based 
on the reciprocity principle, nor even does the (Honourable Member or the 
Government say that we are making a voluntary gift Personally I am 
jOot satiafied with the reasons and the arguments which are put forward to 
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support this scheme, but I think we oi^t to deal with this matter in a 
fair manner The Government themselves do not say that they are 
asking us to endorse the prmciple of Imperial Preference in their fiscal 
policy That ig quite clear from Ihe statement made by the Finance 
Member in paragraph 59 of his speech Tins is virhat he says 

“I need not elaborate the further ar^mente which have been dealt with in our 
telegram, but I muni before leaving thin part of the subject emphasize once again 
one vital point which we have made We do not and in fact wo could not ask this 
Assembly to commit themselves at this stage to accepting the principle of Impenal 
Preference We are asking them to regard this proposal merely as a special measure 
designed to meet the immMiate emergejicy It is acting in this spirit that we propose 
that the special protective duties shall be imposed for a period of three years only and 
that at a convenient date befoie the termination of this period their effect and the 
whole position of the industry shall be re examined in a Tariff Board inquiry 

Mr. T, Prakaaam: Do you justify Ihat*^ 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: Beggnis cannot be choosers I am not justifying 
a single thing, but I am only justjifying one thing, and it is this (/In 
'Honourable Member “Don’t have the mentality of a beg;:ar’’ ) I wish 
we cfiuld act otherwise, but I shall not give my support to this measure 
being wrecked at thbs juncture That is all I am saying, and I do not 
want to use unfair arguments I must also recognise correctly and 
fairly what the Government position is, which is, we are not asking you to 
endorse the principle of Imperial Preference Thjg is an pmorgent measure, 
and the whole question will bo examined by the Tariff Board I for one 
have not got enough data and therefore it is very difficult for me to deal 
mth this question I venture to say that this House is not committed 
to the pnno’plo of Imperial Profcicncc It requu'o<; further oxamma 
tion 

Mr. T. Prakasam: An vou oonvmced of tla (mcnency’’ 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: Yes I am convinced of tho unorgenev a hundred 
times over 

Mr. T. PrakESEin; For Tiancashire*'' 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: I am not concerned wth Laneashiie I am 

concerned with my interests 

Mr. T. Prakasam: Lancashire? 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: What is the good of thw sort of interruption'^ 

Either mv Honourable fnend does not understand or will not understand 
me. Tim Government say that they have examined this question, and for 
the time being tins is the best thing we can do and then there comes 
♦he appeal from His Majf^tv’s Government I certainly wish that that 
appeal might have been left out. That appeal could only oome properly to 
ns for eonaideration ‘if we were m a position and liad the power to decide 
according to our judgment. I do not wish m anv wav to say anything 
which might be n^sundorstood. The Labour Partv and the labour Gov- 
emment hare certainly shown their goodwill and ^ood words, but goq^ 
deeds still remain to be performed. I shall treat with all respect 'md 
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fljmpathy an appeal from the Government m oflSoe, namely, the Labour 
Government Not that I would have treated it without any respect othor^ 
wise This Government have shown goodwill, and certainly good words 
and good manners, and to that extent I would be only too glad if \t were 
possible for me to show everj consideration to that appeal. Sir George 
Schuster said to Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya that if he wag the 
keeper of his conscience, he would know that lie put India's interest first. 
If the Finance Member, I would say, was the keeper of my ooneoienoe, ho 
would find that I have no ill-will against Great Britain I have no desire 
to do any m]urv to Great Britain but, Sir, I must sav that I love India 
first, and I must stand for the interest of India every time Whenever 
a question of this kind has got to be considered it depends a great deal 
upon the angle of vision with which \ou approach the question, and it 
18 quate possible, and I do not challenge that for one single moment that 
the Honourable Members there have honestly and sincerely come to the 
conclusion that this is the best <5ervice they can render to Inda at the 
present moment with regard to this problem 

There is one w'ord moie which 1 u sli to say about Japan Seveml 
telegrams have been sent to me and to other Honourable Members of this 
House from various impoitani and influential bodies m Japan I wosh' 
to say this All credit is due to Jap in for her wonderful orgairsation, for 
her skill, energy and ahilitv Wc aie proud of this great nation, parti^ 
oularly as it is an Asiatic nation It stands among the foremost nations 
of the world and w^e arc proud of that Wc have no unfrtendly feeling 
against them, but I think they must also realise that wc are not yet 
masters in our house And therefore wo cannot do as wo please 

**** But we are also oblij^cd to think of our interests first I quite see 
their point of view, that this protection, this differential duly, does moan 
an advantage to the United Kiniflom goods against Japan I quite see 
also, apart from the argument of Mr Birla, that even the finer counts 
are m a way competitive goods Tint apart from all that, it is ad- 
mitted bv the Governlment, subject to Mr Chetty's amendment, that 
per cent of the United Kingdom goods are admittedly competitive 
goods Mr Chettv’s amendment has i*'duced that percentage of 12-J per 
cent to now about 8 or 8^ per cent roughly To that extent, Govern- 
ment have yielded as far as the Uniled Kingdom is concerned I quite 
realise all that But what did Mr Birla say? He said “If the pro- 

tection IS not given by the end of May, .liniost all Ihe mills will close 
dowTa and wall have to resort to lock-outs ’’ Do you went me to take that 
responsibility? I cannot, I will not 

Dr, B. S* Moon]0 (Nagpur Division Non-Muhammadan) Throw that 
responsibility upon the Government 

Kr. M. A, Jiniuli: Oovemment have mmle their position quit© clear. 
The responsibility is entirely theirs for this but speaking for myself and 
my party, we are not in a position to endorse the schefcne of the Govern - 
ment We are not yet satisfied wntli it They themselves have made it 
clear that it is subject to further examination But as an ^mei^gency 
measure, I cannot oppose this Bill for the reasons T ha\e given, and if we 
find that this Bill is m danger, we reserve the liberty to act as we mayr 
think proper and it seeme that m that case we shall be obliged to support 
the G^emknent, 
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Sir ZtUfiqAY'AlJ Khan (East Central Punjab Muhammadan; Sir, I 
t h i nk it IS the duty of all Members to consider this measure very carefully 
before they pronoimce any responsible expression of opinion in this House 
and it IS with that full sense of responsibility on this occasion that I 
ventuic to express my opinion Sir, I am convinced that sometimes 
one feels in this ’House like Alice in Wonder-land I have had the bene- 
fit of noarinp; long speeches and the wisdom I have drawn from experi- 
ence IS that I should make short speeches and only deal with facts Now, 
Bir, with regard to the measure before us, it touches and involves so many 
different interests that I may say that the principal interests involved 
are the interests of the producer, the interests of the millowner in India 
and the intorests of the consumer With regard to the interests of the pro- 
ducer rny own province, the Punjab, 1 venture to sav, has a great deal to say. 
In the Punjab, as the House is aware, we have built up a magnificent edifice 
of agncudtural industry Although th<* land there is greatly dopiecfated, still 
it ccmimandg very high prices, and our rural classeg are, r(‘asonablv speak- 
ing, much better off than those of any other pKnince m India These 
rural classes have gamed on account of the export of wheat and cotton In 
the Punjab, largo areas are assigned to these two crops and it is due to these 
agirioultural operations that our prosperity is due Now, Sir, if theie 
IB any competil^ion m buying cotton m India, it is a self-evident fact 
that the producer in India gains a good deal But if you eliminate nch 
oompoll'tors, there is no doubt that the producer for example, m my own 
province, the Punjab, would be badly hit, and for tins reason my pn- 
inary duty is to give expression to the view of these rural classes m the 
Punjab Japan jis a very good purchaser of cotton in India and so is 
Lancashire If Japan, on account of the protective duties, is eliminated 
from oompetition for the Indian cotton, then, T am afraid, the deprecia- 
tion of the value of cotton will prejudiciallv affect the land also Our 
prices of land in the Punjab as T have already said, range "very high, 
and this is a great gam to the rural classes But if cotton deq^reciates 
or goes down m value, then the value of the land also decreases This 
18 one consideration 

The other consideration is that th s Bill involves a loss to the consumei 
If Japan can outbid or undersell Lancashire, then the consumer m India 
naturally jgains As we have seen, Lancashire's trade, on account of 
compettition with Japan, has greatly decreased and suffered T have no 
rloubt tbat the Honourable Member here present, feeling the great neces- 
sity of helping both the producer and the consumer, will tend towards 
fhe opinion to reject this Bill There are how^ever greater and mighfc er 
prcblema involved, and I would humbly request mv Honourable colleagues 
that they would liberate their minds from the yoke of entrenched pre 
|U(^068 and approach this problem with a wider Msion and the imagina 
kion of true statesmen All the speeches that T have beard so for, 
iurii^ the course of the last week had in them a very important ingredient 
lad it was this, that Great Bntam should bear m mind that India is ox- 
fieotllk^ her to grant Dominion Status to her, and that the people here ore 
m tip-toe of expectation, and that these expectations and hopes are 
hsappointad or frustrated, there would be great trouble We are aware 
that, in ofd«r to achieve this object a great Ambassador of Peace m Uie 
person of LoiW Irwin, the present Viceroy, has been striving to bring 
ibout some form ol oonaultatfon which is knowA by name of the 
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Botui^ Titble Coiifereiioe ftnd these round table experts going to England 
would settle the problem in conversation with the Cabinet ^ere. 

hmiour is due to him. I am not partial 

Bbt ah Xhia: Experts they would be when they are aeleoted 

from this rast populafoon Lord Irwin deserves the support of all people 
in tfiat, and I am perfectly sure that Members here will not refuse to 
give that support to him He is doing things in an honest and omisoien* 
tious and bold manner He has set his heart on it, and for whose gpodt*^ 
T dare say 4 t is for the good of both England and India Nobody can 
deny that we have a great future before us if we only know how to act 
With tact and $avotr faire. If I give honour to Lord Irwin, it is because 
honour as due to him I am not partial 

Hr. Prssideilt: This is all irrelevant 

Sir Znlflqsr AU Khan: I am tending towards the relevant part. 

Mr. Prssidsnt: I qmte bebeve the Honourable Member 

Sir Znlflqar All Khan: It will soon be before your vision, Sir Lord 
Irwin, is striving for a great object, and I think we must help him 
towards achieving that object If India wants to approach nearer to that 
gbal, if India wants to be put on a higher pedestal, then she must know 
that she cannot secure that object by fighting, because she is not in a 
position to fight, it would redound to her mterest more to gain her object 
by negotiations I have no doubt that we have sense enough to see that 
the only way open to India to achieve her object is to carry on negotia- 
tions, and if possible to win over and conciliate opmion in Great Britain. 

Mr H. 0. Kelkar (Bombay Central Division Non-Muhammadan 
Bural). Does the Honourable Member support or oppose the Bill? 

Mr. Vaxal Ibrahim Rahimtnlla (Bombay Central Division* Muham- 
madan Rural) He has not yet come to the Tariff Bill 

Sir Znlflqar All Khan: Why is the Honourable Member m a hurry? 

Mr. H. 0. Kalkar: I would like to know m order to follow the Honour- 
able Member the better 

Sir Znlflqar AU Khan: The Honourable Members are used to longer 
speeches 

Mr. K. 0. Kelkar: But they were intelligent. 

Sir Znlflqar All Khan: It is only natural that, when I speak of India, 
I consider that my country must stand first But then, Sir, when I con- 
sider that my country has the first claim on my consideration and my 
devotion then whfether it is my individual humble self or ndiether it to 
anybody else, he must courageously express hto opmion before this Btouse 
The queslion is whether India loses by accepting this BiD The danger as 
indicated by other speeches is that it may carry with it some town of 
Imperial Preference My Honomshle friend, Mr. Jlnnah, has osrefully 
dealt with ihe quesiioii of Imperial Preference, and I may ask when 
Great Britain has practically granted and conceded tariff autcncmv to 
India, then to it gracious en our part and to it wtoa, or even exp6<mnit, 
to use the weapon which she has placed in otir hands against Great 
Britain hmeif? Now, herein lies the whc^ problem in a nt^elL ^ Are 
we going to use ^at weapon against Great' Britain which she nas bibded 
Ions? Is H wise or expert tor ns to nsa to againit her? . ^ , 
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|fr. X. 8. 4o«|f (Berajr Beprefie^tft^f e) : W© xn^y tNe it i 0 out our 
own throat? 

Sir Zulllqar All Shan: No» no. We are not doing ao. We are keeping 
it m reserve, and if we find that our mtereate are not served by generous 
and liberal treatment of this problem, we can always use that weapcm 
which is handed to us But now, this message from the British Cabinet 
which comes to us is significant, for if fiscal autonomy were not granted 
to us there wag no raison d*etTe for sending that message to us It is 
clear enough that they want your help at this juncture Are we willing 
to give that help to them? Is it in our mterest to give that help to them?, 
Shall we play the game? Are we capable of playing the game? I ^hinV all 
those Honourable Members who are sitting here, however wise they may 
be in their generation, will miss a great opportunity if they lose this 
chance of showing that they are willing to make material sacrifices to 
gain a great and lofty object Well, Sir, I for one would say, sacrifice 
in the interest of suitable Dominion Status Why we you suspicious? 

you think that, if you conciliate British opinion, even then you are 
in danger of being deprived of this position? I do not believe it You 
must bo wise, you must be cautious in handling these questions. Will you 
ffaln by hurting, injuring and by denying to the British public what they 
have begged of you? 

Mr. K. 0. Kelkw: Sir, may I ask one question of the Honourable 
Member? I am trying to understand and follow him He has referred 
to the message from the Cabinet and the telegram In what connection 
does he take that message? Does that message relate to the increase of 
the tariff duty from 11 to 15 per cent or to the imposition of a 5 per 
cent additional duty? By that message what does he understand? Do 
they want to come aown from 16 to 11 per cent , or to put up 6 per cent 
additional against Japan? In what coimectlon between the two does he 
take that message? 

Mr. X. Ahmed (Eajshahi Division Muhammadan Bural) • Don’t answer 
him ; address the Chair (Laughter ) 

8tr ZuUlqar All Khan: I think the Honourable Membw has sense 
enough to read between the lines. It is not for me to teach him or to 
interpret the meaning which is perfectly clear, I am helping him accord* 
ing to my lights and if he is not willing to follow the light he can follow 
whatever he likes 

Sir, 1 should deprecate it very mu(^' if wHat I say is not taken cr 
considered m its true perspective by my Honourable colleagues Am I, 
as an Indian, not willing to demand autonomy or a suitable form of 
Dominion Status for India? As a sqn of the soil am I not as anzSoua 
as these gentleman on my right to the, status of men who live hi 

iha Dominions? If these my Henouramn colleagues will only consider 
what Is in the true interest m India t l|ave no doubt— ^d I We gieat 
faith in their wisdom — ^that they will concede what may be to some extent 
material to them in the hither interMts of India. 

Hr. B. 137111 the Qovennnent l^smbers make that statemts^ 

Hr. PreMent: Order, order. 
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Sir ZnlSqtf AS Xhan: Then, Sir, supposing thlii U( 4 U safipSce it nckafde, 
it 18 only for a limit^ p^iod of three years. After (hie ^ole thing 
iyiU go mto the meltipg pot and you will give it any sfaApe you like. 
for three ye^rs, are you going to deprive the oounta^ of ihe ohance ol 
getting that status which our souls require, Xlominion Status or any fonn 
of Docninion Status, that you are going to negot ate there ? (An. 

4 ble Member “Will you get it in »^tum for this?’’) Not in return for 
ihiB, but you are going to conciliate them in order to prepare the ground 
for yourself 

I declare that if, on this solemn occasion, pettiness and nanow-minded- 
ness are shown, and no regard is paid to the true interests of India, I am 
afraid these gentlemen will have to shake their heads m sorrow. 

Sir, in the end I appeal to my countrymen to have some vision, a 
vision which will have before them the radiant edifice of a great oouhtry 
enjoying the liberty which God gave them originally but which they were 
deprived of But I do hope that, on this occasion, they will play the 
game 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Twenty-Five Minutes to 
Three of the Clock 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Twenty-Five Minutes to 
Three of the Clock, Mr President m the Chair 


Sir OowsBii Jehangir (Bombay City* Non-Muhammadan Urbai^: Mr, 
President, it will, I think, be readily admitted, and with some conndence, 
that the majonty of the Honourable Members of this House are now 
convinced that the textile industry of India requires protection and that 
it has been more than justified 

But from speeches that we have heard up to now, there have been 
one or two Honourable Members who have expressed oonsidered>le doubt. 
Now, Sir, I am not gomg to burden this House with a large number of 
figures to prove that protection is necessary and justified I think the 
Honourable the Finance Member stated that a Tariff Board had not been 
appointed to consider this question m all its aspects. But a Tariff Board 
was appointed, and it did report m 1927 and the conclusion they came 
to was that protection was justified Unfortunately, the recommendations 
of that Board were not accepted by Government. Since then, several 
committees have been appoint^, and lastly we have got a v^ valuable 
rejport by a Government officer who, I am pleased to see, is an l^nourable^ 
Mamber of this House, which clearly shows that the competition whicK 
the industry has today to face is of a character which justifies protection. 
Now, Sir, 1 will put it to the Honourable MemSdrs of thia Hume that 
from ihe^ own experience, will be able to assert that Government 
do not propose measures of i^teotion unless they are absolutely oon* 
vmced The best proof that protection is necessary is the proposal of Uie 
Government, and I apo informed that ^>eoiaJ|y my Bpnour^le friend, 
G^e Member lor pommeroe, is not easily convinoetl m such matters; that 
fs<^, jP^opfs, before he to a conclusion, and 

thsMqrei tjt my ^^pMumrshlp j^^d, the C o m merc e Member, puls fioaf9$A 
prc^KM^ for proteoticsi pi pax mdustry, 1 this Honoixmbla Boom 
may take H as ccmtlneftig proof that protaeGbn is nec egsa ry. 


o3 



MSI 


UOlSLATTm ASSSMBLY. 


[Mth BIab 1980. 


Sir Cowftsji Jebangw,] 

Tow, Sir, if 1 may be permitted to do 8o, I will deal with a few 
that have been urged before this Honou^le House bv my Hon* 
nurable fnend, Piwan Chaman Lall, and if he does not consider it pre- 
sumptuous on my part to do so, I may be allowed to congratulate nim 
on his lucidity az{d eloquence I regret I cannot congratulate him on the 
logic of his arguments or the correctness of his facts Sir, Honourable 
Members who were Members of this House in 1927 must have heard my 
Honourable friend, Diwan Chaman Lall, with mixed feelings They must 
have been qnite familiar not only with his arguments, not only with his 
quotations, but even with his language For, in looking up the debate 
that took place here on the 7tb September, 1927, I find mat my Honour- 
able fcienn made a speech m this House (An Honourable Member *‘Not 
in thk Hetute, but in Simla.’*) — this House whether it was m Simla or 
DeUiir-^iU this Honourable House, which is, word for word, a repetition 
enp which he infiioted upon this House a few days ago Sir, 1 
admit he made certain changes m his speech to suit the present occasion 
He alto ^ve this House a few quotations from a Beport that has come 
out very lately, but beyond those alterations, my Honourable friend’s 
speech was nothing else but a repetition of his speech of 1927 He on 
that occasion informed the House that the mill industry of Bombay had, 
within a cert am period, made large profits These are his words as 
reported in his speech of 1927, which he repeated practically word for word 
on the present occasion He said 

“178 ^>€r cent of the total capital inveated in the industry has been distributed in 
dividends to the share holders of this mdostry ** 

Now, Sir, I contend that it was not a fair statement of facts HLe 
employed a most unorthodox method of arriving at that figure In the 
Tariff Board 8 Beport, there is a table which shows the dividends paid by 
the mills from, I think it was, 1917 to 1926, and my Honourable fnend 
actually added up the percentages from the years 1917 to 1926 and came 
to the figure of 177 9 Now, Sir, I will ask any Honourable Member who 
knows the mere elements of statistics to say whether profits can be calcu- 
lated in this manner I will give you an illustration Suppose a company 
makes a profit of 6 per cent a year and in ten years, it will be 60 per 
cent Can it be said that that company has paid 60 per cent dividends 
in 10 years? It is only 6 per cent a year, 6 per cent which the share- 
holders are justified in getting If you say 60 per cent in 10 years, it 
sounds a big amount But that was not the only mistake He made 
another very big mistake He has said that this profit is the profit on 
the capital invested in the industry. It is nothing of the sort. If he had 
lo<A^ more carefully . . 

Diwmn XibII: On a pomt of personal explanation, Sir I never 

laid anything of the sort. The Honourable Member is misqno^ng me. 
Wlmlt 1 said was this. **Thk is the dividend paid on the paid up capital, 
^^Mfl^ocied by tbe Tariff Board during these years.” 

Oomili Jr^hanflr: Here Is the quotation, Bfr. Preside&t, word fbr 
ropd* Honourable friend oinmot % it is in oold print: ”178 per 
iMd of the tqtiti d^tal invnited in the has been distriSnted in 

Spends te the shareholdsrs of tUi (Dhran Chunsn LaB 

iqiie to intezrnpl) Hkmmnable WmSmmk not be able to inter- 
rapt me. 
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XMwin CSuaiRD JM: The Honourable Member is ttott-senaioally mis- 
quoting me. 

lUr Oowa^4^ Jsliaiigir: I am not misquoting him Honourable Members 
of the House are the judges ''178 per cent of the total capital InTeated 
has been distributed*’, be said, and he had deliberately intended to mis- 
lead this Honourable House. 

Diwan Oh am an Z«all: Time and again I have stated that the capital J 
have taken is paid up capital 

Hr. President: Order, order The Honourable Member is not willmg 
to give way. 

Sir Oowasji Jrtiangir: All I can say is that I read it m cold print, I 
-cannot go behind it, I cannot know what he really intended to say. 
Well, Sir, what he did say, was that the compames pwd in Bombi^ 
dividends to the extent of 178 per cent on the money that was investea. 
If he had looked further into the Tariff Board’s Keport, he would have 
found a table which shows that, even according to his unorthodox method 
of calculation, the percentage was 80 and not 178 Well, Sir, I will leave 
that point, and my Honourable fnend may convmce this House and my- 
self on another occasion But my Honourable friend seems to forget little 
and learns less, for on that occasion Sir Victor Sassoon pointed out that 
the profits of the companies m Bombay had been 7J per cent, for the 10 
years preceding the date on which the speech was made. I now under- 
stand that, takmg the lean years that have occurred since then, the profits 
are 6 per cent If that is making very handsome profits during a period 
of years, it is for this Honourable House to judge Then, Sir, my Hon- 
ourable fnend accused the mill mdustry of Bombay of frittering away 
their profits, but he forgot, I do not say dehberately, it may be out of 
ignorance, he forgot to tell this House that Japan also gave large dividends 
in their years of prospenty 

Diwan Ohaman ZaU: They are not askmg for protection? 

Sir Ctowaaji Jabangir: I must admit what my Honourable friend said 
about the reserves taken by the Japanese mills The Japanese mills 
did take large sums to reserves, larger sums than m Bombay, but my 
Honourable fnend forgot to tell this House that the Japanese nulls were 
working double shift, and that the depreciation on their maohmery was 
much more than 100 per cent of the depreciation m Bombay. If my 
Honourable firiend ^o^s anything of the industry, he would have known 
that workii^ double shift means a much greater depreciation of machinery « 
*Then my Honourable friend said the Ahmedabad mills conserved their 
profits, and that is why they find themselves in a better position then 
the mOla in Bombay. I have been able to obtain the figures for Ahmede- 
Ifad and Bombay for the years 1921 and 1922, and if yon. Sir, will for- 
give me, for indicting upon the House just a^ few figures, I will Shusirate 
what I mean In DOmhay the divided on gross profits in tho se yesis 
^as 58 per cent., in Ahmedfabad it was 65 per cent. Bepredatica on {P^oss 
profits ih Bombay was 21 per cent , lu Ahmedabad 16 per osot. 1 tnlidi 
^ese twu oompaia^e figuM will diow ihat,' hai years of piuirieil^, 
Alunedalibd was no mo^ eonservative f^haa Bcnnbay. Kow^ jW to 
conclude this point, I would like this Honourable House td mmr trhii 
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the Tariff Board has to say, aa my Honourable fnend drew a good many 
of hie arguments from figures obtained frmn the Tariff Boards Beport:] 

*‘We would again ampliasiM iha ymw put forward in the preceding paragraph. 
Neither over capiialiaatioii nor the nnduly high dindmids in the boom period can be 
faid to be the cause of the anbaequeut depression. ** 

Sir, that 18 the opmKm of the Tanff Board which was so freely quoted 
by my Honourable fnend when he said that the present condition of the 
industry was due to its extravagance and proHigacy dunng prosperous 
years 

Dlwan Ohaxnsn LaU: Over capitalisation accentuated the depression; 
that is what the Tariff Board said in paragraph 39 Quote correctly. 

Sir ddwtfii Jahangir: Then, Sir, he drew a lund picture of the housing 
conditions of the working classes m Bombay I think I am right in 
saymg that most Honourable Members who have been to Bombay know 
that we are ashamed of the housing conditions of the labounng classes 
in the city, and I know, Sir, that the Honourable Members of Govern- 
ment on the opposite side are fully aware of the conditions But did 
my Honourable fnend, Diwan Chaman Lall, when he drew that lund 
picture of the conditions of the poorer classes in Bombay, tell this Hon- 
ourable House, what the mill industry has done to better those conditions? 
That was not convenient to his argument, so he left it out Now, the 
mill industry in Bombay has spent 75 lakhs of rupees m the constaruction 
of chawls Some owners of mills have done that, and over and above 
that, the industry makes a contnbutiou of about 10 lakhs a year to the 
Government housing scheme Well, Sir, I am quite prepared to admit 
that, on account of certain circumstances which I am not now going to 
explain, the housing conditions in Bombay have not been perfect, but 
the accusation that the mill industry in Bombay has done nothing is not 
true, is on incorrect statement of facts placed before this Honourable 
House with the object of biassing them against any proposals for protec- 
tion Now, Sir, my Honourcdile friend glanced through a book or two 
and came forwoixl with the bold statement that wages in Japan were higher 
than in Bombay. The only figures be gave this House were that' the average 
wage of a woman worker m Japan was Bs. 40, but in Bombay the average 
wage of a man was Bs 80 to 85 Quite correct, but he stopped there, 
he went no further ; he did not tell this Honourable House what work the 
woman does m Japan, as compared witii the work done by the man in 
Bombay I will give just a few fiigures. Sir, if you will pmrdon me. In 
Japan the wages of a woman weaver are Bs 2-4 per day and she works 
from 5*6 to 6 looms The wages of a man weaver in B^bay are Bs. 2 
per day, and he wc^ks two looms. Which costs more, and is 

cheaper, Japan or Bombay? Let me quote some further figures. In 
Jat»an a woman gets Bs. 1-14^ a day for 600 sp^dles; in Bombay, a man 
gets one rupee per day for less 200 spindles And perhaps my 
friend will admit tWt the wages in Japan are much lower than in Bombay, 
and what Is more is ihis. These itages i»dude the expenses incurred 
for wdfare *w<ttk and recrui^iig ohioges. I think the argument that 
Bombay gate its work done <dleaiier than Japan has been oon^letelr 
explodied long ago, and Uiat to have oodlh forwsid with an argument that 
we pay miaa& less for our workmen to Bombay than hr Japan is# to sSjr 
the least of it, perlettly tnoorreOl. 



fitt ooTTov TgmtM mtsttlit (rsoracnoN) bill. 1441 

Tbm, Btfi Roaoarable Mend went (A to taUt about tbe sweating 
ef Wbmt Hi Bombay, and he gave as an examt)id tbe methods adopted by 
a oetftain group of making their labour work mom looms than inej are 
delflg at pPMent without paying them a^thmg extra. It la a peneotly 
inoortect statement of fact agam, Mr. President. It la ttue Chat the 
eifficienoy scheme of a certam group in Bombay did include a solieme to 
try and make the workmen lo^ after three looms instead pf^^wo, as 
suggested by the Tariff Board, but gave them 88} per cent more wagea 
The result was the strike Now, Sir, before my Honourable friend 
mto the question of the efficiency of the management m Bombay rniUs 
and the question of the efficiency of labour, I would like him to go into 
question of the efficiency of some of the labour leaders in Bombay, and 
if he would only be instructed on this important point, he would find 
that, to some eirtent,. the actions of some of the labour leaders in Bombay 
were responsible for the mefflciency of the workmen, and if my friSnd 
wants to know what is done m Japan with such labour leaders, I would 
refer him for further knowledge to his friends the Japanese, for whom 
he has acquired such a sudden affection Mr President, we know what 
short shnfb labour leaders who are up to mischief get in Japan. My 
fnend talked a great deal, as I have already said, about the want of 
effidiency of our workmen, and if he will only attempt to improve the 
efficiency of the labour leaders he will have done a great service to the 
mill industry 

And. Slur, while asking for guarantees as to what amount of the so* 
called profits — I do not know on what — the mill industry should mve to 
labour if these proposals of Government are passed, I would like toy 
fnend to give a guarantee m return that he will see that the efficiency 
of labour is improved Is he prepared to give that guarantee? 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: It is your business and not mine 

Sir ChVrlu^i Jahangir: He says it is our business and not his It is 
his business to criticise ; it is his business to throw the whole question into 
confusion, it is his business to go and abuse an industry that has served 
India so well ; it is not his business to help the industry ; hut it is his 
business to a^tate; it is his busmess to set up labour against capital; 
it i^ his business to see that labour is as inefficient as can he; it is his 
biii^inesa to see that labour does not work and it is our business to sae 
that i^e millions of ^e population of this great country are clothed .... 

KtHh HtnliBititrtlMl 8hah ITawai (West Central Punjab . Muhammadan) s 
are your employees listemng to the labour leaders and not to you 
ii they are paid well? 

Sir Oovasll Jehaaglr: I will give a very short reply, Sir. If labour 
leaders have the cbe^ to go and tell the igiiorant» illiterate workmen 
that, by striking and agitating, they csm get control over the mOls, that 
in ^eae day* o? starvation ^d hunger and short Mfi! tiietr ifisfdei can 
he filled by strikes, Is H not natural, I adi, llial ^se poor ignorant 
^ne» lall v teti toa to preachings itod ddttgs of the labour leideie? 

mdte IMHUntlid mA Thai Is Jkd a convincing ittgnmetit at 
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Mf Oointfji Jehangir: These labour leaders o(»ne to Bombay ai>d deli- 
. berately incite the workmen to strike. The miDowners are moat 
anxious to do what they can to assist labour, and m spite 
this, the labour leaders, in season and out of season, haye gone on incit- 
ing labour with promises which they can never fulfil, to strike and not 
to do any work. That is the short answer. 


Mian Moiinnmad Shah Vawas: That is not at all o<myincing. 


Sir Oowasjl Jahangir: There are so many points and so many fallaoies 
that my friend propounded that I do not propose to go mto all of them, 
but I must draw attention to one fallacy that he propounded He took 
up a big book and tried to throw it at the head of my fnend Mr. Mody. 
Luckily no physical injury was done. He asked him to pomt out the 
articles of the Washington Convention which the Japanese have not 
honoured in the spirit as well as in the letter Su*, he need not have 
referred to that big book, he could have got it in the Tanfi Board's 
Beport There that article is given very clearly and m a very oonoise 
form It does not want a man of high literary ability to understand what 
that article means It says that no woman, and no child shall work at 
night and that a mght shall be defined as 11 consecutive hours, which 
should include the hours from 10 at night to 6 m the morning Now, 
Sir, he admitted that the Japanese work two ^ifts of 6^ hours, or 17^ 
hours, and that m those two shifts women are made to work May 1 ask 
how the Japanese can conform to the Washington Convention unless my 
fnend thinks that in Japan a day consists of 80 hours instead of 24 hours? 
What *is more, Sir, is this I know as a fact that that Convention has 
not been ratified by Japan, while it has been ratified by India. 

Diwan Ohamsn Lall: You are wrong. 

Sir Oowafji Jshanglr: Still he says 1 am wrong. 1 fear, Sur, that m}| 
friend has missed his vocation. He should have been an actor. 1 am 
quite ready to admit that the loss would have been ours in this Assembly; 
and the stage would have gained, I am quite prepared to admit that we 
should have lost a oongemal and lovial fnend; but still 1 feel that my 
friend has missed his vocation; he should have been an actor not a 
labour leader, because the whole of his performance before this House with 
his incorrect facts and figures was a good piece of acting 1 am quite 
prepiared to admit that the millowners of Bombay are not perfect by any 
means; I am also prepared to admit that the housing conditions of our 
labour are not perfect m Bombay I am further prepared tp admit, that 
the industry is not run perhaps under certain owners quite as well as St 
nu^t be; but, Sir, I am not prepared to admit all the accusations that 
have been made before this House by my friend Diwan Ohaman Lall. I 
want to be fair I will come to now to one more point 

Pretideni: Not about Biwtm Chaman Lall? 

iUr Jsliaag^; I will leave my Honourable friend to hie o(»* 

s<nex^)e. 1 Uke Honourable Memhm to visui^ the oonditkm ol 

t^a oountfy il there had been no indtgenous textile hiduitry. Would 
not the foreigner then have bled white the poorest of the poor oooaumen? 
Has not this industry for the last 50 yeen^ dotbed Qie .nporpst, ol ^ihe 
poor, and did it not help to keep down innees, and has it not, durhtt 
the last few years, paid out ol its own capital, losses wbidi liave tended 
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to keep down pnees? Wipe out that industry and our, foreign friends will 
become masters of the market and will raise their prices agsinsi the 
poorest of the poor Tou will have lost^ Mr President, the ohly insuranoe 
in this country against profiteering if you lost the mill industry ol th^ 
country I Would ask Honourable Members to look upon this of 

the case and I would riso ask my Honourable friend Mr. Ghusnari to 
consider what the mill industry has done for this country, I will not go 
into his speech. A good deal of it I could not understand It lasted for a 
long time and I do not propose to deal with it I will also leave him to 
his conscience. But I will ask him to consider the position of the poorest 
of the poor in this country If he insists on not giving protectioB^, it 
means his msistence on closing many of the mills The effect on the 
poorest of the poor will be disastrous 

Before I oonclude, Mr President, I should like to touch upon the 
question of Imperial Preference It could be better done when we oome 
to the amendments, but smce so much has been said, I would like to 
give this Honourable House what is the best defimtion I could get of 
Imperial Preference It is as follows 

“The pnnciple of Imperial Preference la that each part of the Empire shall give 
specifically favoorable treatment and facihtiee to the prodncts and manufaoturee of other 
parts of the Empire “ 

That 18 the most authontative definition of Imperial Preference that 
I can find It means that any Dominion that accepts this principle, on 
every occasion that it has to consider duties or tariffs must keep pro- 
minently m mind the interests of other parts of the Empire. I am not 
prepared to accept that defimt«on, and I contend that no Dominion has 
accepted that principle in practice, in the sense of acting up to it. Mr. 
President, whether that pnnciple actually applies to the prc^sals of 
Government or not, I do not mean to discuss just now The opportunity 
will arise when amendments are moved, but I think it is only fair to 
say that it will have to be proved even now that no injury is done to 
India by the preference shown to Great Britam I am prepared to go 
into that question at a later stage of this BiU. 

My Honourable fnend, Mr Birla, talked about the protection not 
being adequate I was not able clearly to understand what he meant Ey 
adequate If he meant to say that the protection was not adequate to 
enable the mill industry of India to overcome all foreign* oompetitdoii, 
including that of the United iKingdom,, I agree with him The protection 
is not sufficient to enable the mill industry of India to capture all the trade 
that 18 m the hands of foreigners today, but if he meant to say that 
the protection was not adequate to help the mill mduatry in its preseni 
difficult position, that it is not capable of helping the industry to get out 
of the most depressing condition in which it is at present, I cannot 
Sgree with him. It was clearly stated by Government that it is a transitory 
measure, that it is only intended to help the industry for the next three 
years to get into its old positkm, and at the end of the three yean, 
Government and this Honourable House will have to consider whether 
that proteffition should not be increased to enable the industry to devekm' 
and oapture tiie market in India m all mdes. ^ell, 8 ir, I believe, thw 
my HK^urable friend, Mr Bhrls, talked about the protection being 
adequate in the firal aenae, but we dearly underttand the pofl^on and 
we dearly realise that it is cn^, a tempomry measure. we Iboue for 
better Mimga to eome. 
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A' PfkBident, I do Doi pYOf>ote (o take this Honourable House at 
944s stage through a mass of figures. 1 haye got a file full of them. X 
f^ropose to keep them for the next stage. 1 cannot at present agree 
with the figures given by my Honourable friend, Mr Birla. He has told 
u» that our demands in this country are 8,600 million yards I am not 
atjre that that figure is correct These are hypothetical figures. All our 
figures are more or less hypothetical 

Mr. dlUliAyaifl Das Bixla: What are your figures? 

Sir Oowigjl lehangir: He has taken the imports plus the highest 
capacity of manufacture of mills in India and calculated the total demand 
of this country I do not approve of the method of calculation But if 
I go further, 1 will be led into placmg before this Honourable House e 
mass of figin^ that I have got ready which really are intended to be 
considered and discussed when we come to the next stsige I can only appeal 
to this Honourable House to allow us to come to that stage, and when 
we do come, I trust it will be shown that the proposals that are before 
US are not for Impenal Preference Under those circumstances, Mr 
President, I would ask each Honourable Member not to be guided by the 
fact that we are asked to swallow the pill of Impenal Preference. Gov- 
ernment themselves have told us that they are not committing us to 
Imperial Preference I am certain they knew very well that there would 
be very few Honourable Members m this House wno would be prepared to 
commit themselves, and the \ery fact that Impenal Preference ib not a 
principle of the Bill is proved by there being amendments on the agenda 
which do not give preference to the United Kingdom If Imperial Pre- 
ference had been the pnnciple of the Bill, such amendments would have 
boon out of order and therefore Imperial Preference is not the pnnciple of 
the Bill before us But that Imperial Preference has been most prommently 
brought before this House, nob<^y can doubt, and therefore I have nothing 
to complain about Honourable Members arguing on the ments of Imperial 
Preference. How can I complain when I myself have been protesting 
against Impenal Preference, but I would ask Honourable Members ^ 
reserve their judgment for a day or two before coming to a definite con- 
clusion that this Bill should be turned down 

Mir, t* 0« Heogy (Dacca Division : Non-Muhammadan Bural) : Sir, I 
have not been a very friendly critic of the Bombay millowners in the 
past and therefore I want to explain my position by saying that, on the 
present occasion, I am quite prepared U> give adequate protection to the 
milt industry of India When I had occasion to criticise the Bombay mill 
industry in 192^, the circumstances were quite different. The Government 
proposals themselves were halting and wore not in accord with the recom- 
mendations of the Tariff Board. Thrse years have passed by, and we 
ffnd that although the condition ol atPairs which was related to us in 
IW in justiflcaiJon of protection. applM more strongly to Bombay in 
days ihan to the rest of Indiat today it cannot be denied that the 
entiro textile industry of India is suffering Arom a depression has y>t 
to be protMtod. Hard things have beaa said by some of my Hjpnouwmle 
friends aga|psi the Bombay millOfWiMjHi. It is no doubt true j hinge 
were qui& abnprmid in Uie Island ol Bomhay so far as the textile mauat^ 
is concerned a few years back. But Ih)pshay on th^ oooaaion was oiw 
auAmng from an economic insanity that waa ranging In pnosl parti ol to# 
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world in an epidemio form Even Lancashire d ptdv to that 

ttiftiady. I remenaber to have read in the Beport of a Committee that 
wag appointed hi 1934 under Lord Balfour's chairmanship that, in a vei^ 
nomber of ooneems in Lancashure, there was over^oapitaliBatioti of 
the same nature as we find to have happened Ih Bombay. Similarly, 
ineffioienoy of organisation, absence of centralization, absence of ration^ 
alization — ail these charges used to hold good in respect of Lanoashhe in 
those days as they did in the case of Bombay It may be that, in Bombay, 
owing to her sms of commission and omission, or because of the fact that 
she is subject to the evils of the Western commticial methods to a largo 
ejttent than the other manufacturing centres of India, when the depression 
came it fell m its full blast on Bombay, but its effect was not felt so 
keenly in the other centres of textile manufacture But, Sir^ as I said, 
that depression is now being felt almost all over India, though m varying 
degrees I want to make it quite clear that, pledged as I am to see every 
industry of India getting the support that it deserves at the hands of this 
House, I am not (Interruption b\ Mr B Das ) My Honourable 
fnend Mr Das corrects me by saying that every national industry de- 
serves assistance from this House But, Sir, I am not going to enter 
into a quarrel at the present moment as to whether the mill industry of 
India deserves to be called a national industry or not Whether the 
cotton industry is a national industry, as has been claimed by my Honour- 
able fnend Mr Modv, or whether it is an industrj of great national 
importance, as if has been described to be bv mv Honourable friend. Dr 
Hvder, it makes no practical difference to me But although I am 
prepared to give adequate protection to the cotton industry of India, I 
am not prepared to accept the proposed method Mv Honourable and 
esteemed friend, Mir Jmnah, asks as to whether we are not prepared to 
allow even a broken crutch to the wounded textile mdustry of Bombay 
so that it may jog along the road for a little while till sufficient help arrives 
Sir, if I may vary the metaphor to a certain extent, I would say that I 
quite realise that the Bombay mill industry lies prostrate m the streets 
and is thirsty, and I am quite prepared to try my best to find a drink 
to allay the thirst of the Bombay mill industry. But I must do my 
best to prevent the Bombay industry^ from trying to allay its thirst with 
the help of a cup of water which I believe is laden with germs I am 
prepared, as I said, to ti^ my best to find a cup of purer water for the 
Bombay mill industry But I am not prepared to assist the Bombay 
industry to commit suicide ^ear, hear ) Sir, my Honourable fnend Mr. 
Jttinfth was one of those Indian leaders along with you. Sir, who laid 
the ease for India before the Joint Parliamentary Committee when this 
Government of India Act was under discussion He among others laid 
the greatest stress on fiscal autonomy lor India I was therefore very 
mitch interested to hear his interpretation of the convention of fiscal 
atitonomy which we are told India enjoys at the present moment My 
Honourable friend blessed 

ICr. M* A* ItaaMh: I asked for quite a different thing. What is 
given is qidte a different thing. 

ICr* X. O. Xeegrs Exactly, Sir I do not say that Mr. Jimuii is 
quite aerified with tthat we have got, but I merely mention the faot that 
h» name ia associated witii ^ fi^t for our constitutional rig^itn tliet was 
Mtie. ^Mdore the Parhsiewntsry Committee la the year 1919. I was thers- 
lore qme interaated to find that Mr; Jinnah gave an Jirterpr^tatioft 
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ol this oonventioa, which is not quite the same as has been given by 
most of the Honourable Members on this side of the House Snr, my 
Honourable fnend pointed out that the convention requires an agreement 
between the Government of India and this Legislature in order to enable 
it to operate, and he quoted from the Beport of the Jomt Parliamentary 
Committee to illustrate his point, and you, Sn; pointed out that m that 
very Beport, the case of Australia, and even the case of the British Isles — 
the Government of the British Isles — ^is referred to as an analogy when 
the Joint Parliamentary Committee say that India must enjoy fiscal 
autonomy of the very same character It is no doubt true that the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee laid it down as a condition that there should 
be an agreement between the Government of India and the Legislature di 
regard to fiscal matters, in order that the Secretary of State may abstain 
from interfering with our decisions thereon, as he is quite entitled to under 
the Government of India Act And what is the effect of the acceptance 
of the interpretation put by my Honourable friend on this convention? 
The Government of India, in this particular instance, have been released 
from responsibility to the Secretary of State, because that is of the 
essence of this convention The Government of India is a free agent If 
the convention means anythmg, it means that the Government of India's 
position 18 absolutely unfettered so far as fiscal matters go Now, Sir, 
if we are to accept the mterpretation of my Honourable fnend, then it 
has got to be said that the Parhament mtended to make the Gk>vemment 
of India an autocratic authonty in this matter. For what is the position 
as presented by my Honourable friend Mr, Jinnah? The Government of 
India make up their mmd as to whether a particular proposal is to be 
adopted or not, in advance of any discussion in this House, as has 
happened in this particular case The Government of India come before 
this House and say, "This is our proposal If you agree to it the con- 
vention operates, if you do not agree, we defy you"’ The Government 
of India are not responsible to the Secretary of State, as I said, 
under the convention. The Government of India are not responsible to 
this House The Government of India are in the position of Dictators 
to this BLouse. I do not know, Sir, whether Government will accept this 
particular position, but on the mterpretation put by my Honourable fnend 
there is no other alternative May I, in this connection, pomt out that 
this very question, though not in exactly the same form, was considei^ 
by Lord Crewe's Committee? That was, I believe, just before the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee sat. The terms of reference to Lord 
Crewe's Committee required it, among other things, to examine 
the relatkma between the Secretary of State and the Government of India, 
both generally and with reference to the relaxation of the Secretary of 
State's powers of superintendence, direc^cm and control ; and in paragra|di 
15 of the Beport, it will be found ^t the Committee reoommended, while 
discussing the question of legislaticm, as follows 

*qa order to givo proper ompfaMis to tho X^ogiakUivo antlioHty of the Atoomhll^ wo 
rocomiBoiid ibot, irh«nov«r legitlation hot tho io p p cff t of a majority of U)o aon-oiieiiil 
Mtmbars of tko Lenfditivo AMomblv, osteal sbowd bo rofosad only in cosoa in which 
the gocroCiiy of faelo that hit rotpofunhihty to tho Parliaqiiiit W e soch ondiordw 
tnd good govonuttont for India aro paranovnt and eoosidcratioQt of imnorial poHoy 
roqniro a rooonaldqration of tho mattor at iaiia by tho I.ojptlativo 'Aattnibty ** 

This was the reoomifiqii^yoa vmid ^ the questioh of rriaxntfott 
6f the Secretary of State’s eontrol m tlie%aitain of le^stkm. 
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The next para^ph deals with hscal questions. Pkragrsph 16, and 
this IS the reoommei^tkm ; 


"W« rwsoiiuiiMad ihat a jomt decuion of the Oo^^amoteat ol India aiidl a midoHiy 
of the non-offiml Members of the Araembly reached by dieceeeiop of a B ae oln tiain 
should be given the same degree of authonty ae siiiular deeiaioos of legialatiTe proposals 
and that the principle we have stated in paragraph 15 should be appUed in those csi|ss." 

The oommittee at that moment w£is considenng th^^ procedure which 
was then coniempltted to be laid dewn for this House, namely, that the 
budget proposals should not be voted upon by the Legislative Asaembly 
but that, as m the old Imperial Legislative Council, Members should be 
free to move Kesolutions with regard to financial matters, That is what 
the Committee meant when it referred to disoussions by Resolution But 
I mamtain the principle of that recommendation applies to this particular 
case* The Crewe Committee never intended that the Government of 
India should be a sort of autocratic authont)r who should be independent 
of the control of the Secretary of State, and at the same time also 
of the legislature here The convention which the Crewe Oommittee 
had in mind would operate only in case the Government of India could 
act in agreement with a majority of the non>offioial ll^hembers of the 
Legislature Sir, may I appeal to the Government Benches to act up to the 
spirit of the Crewe Committee’s recommendation m this matter because 
I maintain that that is the onlj sensible course open to them? They 
cannot claim independence both of this House as also of the Secretary of 
State (Hear, hear ) as the\ purport to do in this particular instance Sir, 
before 1 leave this point, may I quote the significant words which were 
uttered by Mr Montagu on the Thud Reading oC the Government of 
India Bill in the House of Commons “The powers,” saud Mr Montagu, 
“that are reserved to the Government and are not to be controlled by 
the representatives of the Indian electors must be exercised as thou^ 
they were applicable to a country of growing national consciousness on the 
road to self-Govemment and not as if we were administenm? a great 
Bstaie” 


Sir, may I for a moment now examine the correBpondenoe that passed 
between the Secretary of State and the Government of India on thia 
question? Not the full correspondence, because, although my Honourable 
friend Sir George Rainy claimed that he had taken this House fully mto 
his confidence in the matter he immediately corrected himself, ^hen in- 
terrupted by my Honourable Leader, by saying that he was not prepared 
to place on the table the other letters, the previous correspondence, 
because that was treated as confidential. I do hope the contradictory posi- 
tion of my Honourable fnend will be apparent to him on a consideratim 
the matter Sir, I will read out once again an extract that has already 
been giveai to this House by my Honourable Leader, the message from 
the Vioeroy to the Secretary of State dated the 12th February. This is 
what it states 


**A« regards the second point in the Cabinet represeoUtion, the danger to British 
intereeti, wa Teoegmse that the pt^sible decline in eo n s om ptlon ol Lancashire goods 
may be a aerioqs matter But we are clearly bound to pot India's interssto first We 
also reoog^isa how m^poriant it is to India not to antagoite British opinion, and <|aite' 
apart from this, we are of oonras oonoemed at this iiaa to avoid nnneoeasary injtuT 
Mt^ faMC s n sst i , Wo hove oarefnllY ooosidsred whaS we ootfid do in this ssd 

while ws modify tlm genenri application of taa 16 per cent, revenna Mf, wo 
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What are these circumstanceg*'? The cjiroumstances have ]u8t been 
enumerated, namely, the ciroumsiaaces xelating to the neoeasiiy ot not 
antagonising British interests, the desirability of not causing unnecessary 
injury to them These are all the circumstances mention^ before this 
particular sentence, I will read that particular sentence once again 

''We are prepared to in*opoee to the Assembly Uiat ss regards any additiozuJ and 
temporary prote^ive messaree their implication might be limited to n<»i*Bnti8h goods, 
and that in thei* etrcumstancee there slmald be imposed in addition to the 15 per cent 
revenae doty e 5 per cent, protective duty, etc ’* 

These are the curoumstanceg that have led to the imposition of this 5 per 
cent, additional protective duty My Honourable friends from Bombay 
are deluding themselves into the belief that tlue has proceeded from the 
sympathy which Government feel for them in their present distress 
Nothing of the kind In the first instance, the question of protection 
would not perhaps have ariscxi at all but. for the financial stringency of 
the present year Beference has been made to the fact that the Tariff 
Board had already reported in 1927 and had made definite recom- 
mendations for granting protection to this industry The Government of 
India would not look at that proposal at that time My Honourable 
friend, in the plenitude of his wisdom, evolved a new scheme of pro- 
tection which did not meet the needs of the situation, but on the other 
hand hit the handloom industry, as I propose to show when we come to 
the am,endments 

Now, Sir, the proposals of the majority on that Tariff Board did not 
meet with the approval of Government, because they proposed a uniform 
addition to the import duty of 4 per cent , and coupled it with a recom- 
mendation that smtable bounties should be given for the purpose of en* 
couraging the manufacture of yams of certain couaits When Sir George 
Schuster finds himself faced with financial diffioiiities and the necessity 
of raising additional revenue, he at once comes to think of the depressed 
condition of the cotton textile industry of Bombay Sir, I have a very 
good authority for making this statement that, but for the financii 
difficulties of the Government of India, they would not perhaps have consi- 
dered the question of the protection of this particular industry I 
have got a very good and a very great authority for making this 
statement, an authonty whose bona-fides will not, I believe, be ques- 
tioned even by Sir " George Homy It is no other person than my 
esteemed friend Sir Padamji Ginwala, who. whde speakmg at a recent 
gathering in Bombay, said • 

“The betb bop® of prot®ctioQ for Indisn iudattneB, however, appeared to lie not 
with the Tariff BWd bat in a eeriea of defkit Budget®, and that only seemed to aecure 
the much needed retrenchment of pabJto expenditure and the protection of Indian 
industry ** 

That is really at the bottom of the whole scheme As I have already 
shown, even ttie additional 5 per cent. proieot(ve duty was suggestoa 
not to the purpoee of giving additione] protection to the Bombay 
cotton textile Industry, but for the purpoee of appeasing Lanoadilre. 

Sir. I shall now deal with Imperil^ Preference Varknui defir^ttos 
have been given ha this House of podneiple. Some of who have 
supported this Bill In thhi Honse Imve dsimed that tlfis hi mcft Bnperikil 
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i’reference Others, those who have opposed the Bill, have dQne go pn^xily 
on the ground that this involves Impenai Prefetenoe. ^ George Schuster, 
while speaking on this motion, pointed out that there are other Golcaies 
which have f^c^ited the principle of Imperial Preference. I believe if 
was my Honourable friend, Mir Chatty, who while speaUng on the 
general ((soussion of the Budget, staW that the policy of Imperial 
Preference had not been adopted as a pobcy by any part of the British 
Empire; and while repl)nng to this p<^t, George Schuster said that 
he did not accept thfa's particular statement • And then he went on to ob^ 
serve that there are several Dominions like Australia, and so forth, wh6 
have granted tariff concessions for the benefit of Empire goods But my 
•Honourable friend was entirely silent as to what policy has been adopted 
by the British Government themselves, because we, m this particular 
proposal, are not concerned with the question of Imperial I^eference 
as applied to goods coming from all the different parts of the Empire. 
We are concerned with the question of preference for British floods 
Now, Sir, will my Honourable friend, Sir Goorge Rainy, when he gets up 
to speak, tell us what exactly is the principle which is followed by the 
British Government in regard to this matter? It may be that Australia, 
Canada and New Zealand grant certain tariff concessions to Empire goods, 
but that IS entirely beside the point while we are discussing this parti- 
cular measure 

Now, Sir, of late we have been hearing a good deal about the economio 
umtv of the Empire, Empire free-trade and different other schemes of that 
character I remember that Empire free-trade was the slogan on which 
the still- bom party known as the United Empire Party was started, and 
I wag intw’egbed to read m the London letter of the State sman the views 
of Mr Baldwin with regard to India's position in connection with any 
question of Impenai econonnic unity that mig^t be discussed 

‘*Mr Baldwin, while speaking at a public gathering, laid the strongest emphasif 
on India’s position as, for economic purposes, one of the already sovereign Dominions 
of the British CommoniK ealth of Nations, and I am told that he went, if anything 
still farther in the long, closely reasoned, and intensely personal address which he gave 
behind cloeed doors la^ evening to the inner two or three hundred of his Party ** 

The significance of this precaution of closed doors will not, I hope, be 
lost sight of by my friends who coiru3 from Bombay (Interruption ) My 
Honourable friend, Mr Mody, inquires why’ I have in my hand a 
highly reputed Journal published from Bombay, The Servant of India, 
dated March, 6 This is what I find there I hope my Honourable 
fnend finds time to read papers published from his own Presidency THk 
18 what It says * 

“Thay agiteCad" (msasung tha millowners of Bombayl *'for hsavy import dtitlM on 
Jtiwmwia pieeo-gpodf and whan the Govemmsot of India showed oxtrema xabctoiiea 
to satisfy their chiefly owing to fears of mtamational oompliai^Ums. Keaa 

Whdia went to Kngland with a new to bringing preerare to bear oo the Cbvanuaa&l 

India from Lancashira manafactnrars who ware said to have promiiad sooDort in 
retam ft* Frafaraoca.** (Ham, Imt) v aoppors to 

$ii. I dp not know whoh my Honourable friepid, Mr Mbdy, will 
to «ay aho^ thk particular aUegation. But, og I said, the preeantion of 
fhe dooed doors d Mr Bal4^ s Ccnferenco may be ngn^cant. 

Now, Sir. my Hononfsttle friend, Mr. Jlmiah, we am not aOM 
to commit omelrfli to-l^tupaial JPrefrimooa. imrtliililfBr HutkioB; 
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Wr $re asked to give proteoiioa to the Bombay for the tem^ 

porary penod o( three years, and in very exceptional cirwagHitaiises. and 
therefore, aJthough the present proposal will involve some amount of pre> 
ferenoe to the British goods, tUs need not deter us from according our 
support to ihia measure My (Honourable fnend, 1 dare say, knows that, 
m the latest appeal which has been issued by Mr Baldwin as the Leader 
of the UnioniBt and Conseryative Party, he has adopted Imperial Pre- 
ference as one of the chief items of the Party programme May I read 
out just a few words from that partioular appeal'’ HonourabLa Mem- 
bers will find this pubkshed m the Times dated the 25th of February. 
Mr. Baldwin was deling with the United Empire Party slogan. He said 

"I inUmti Empire Free Trade m meaning the economic unity of the British 
Empire, enjoying free trade within ite own temtoriea and supported by tariffs, whero^ 
neeeMary, agahiet the rest of the world So interpreted, I bold Empire Free Trade 
MB an ideal for which every Unionist should work It is the goal towards which we 
most travel. It is our ultimate aim Speaking as the leader of the Conservative and 
Unionist party, it is on national grounds that I appeal to our supporters to stand 
Ut^ther and work for the prartical policy of safe^arding, Imperial Preference and 
Imperial development " 

Therefore, Sir, while we are told that, on this particular ocoasioii, wfr 
should not be misled by the cry of Imperial Preference, we cannot ignore 
the fact that a very important pohtioal party, if not the most important poh- 
tical party in England, at the present moment has put this forward defi- 
nitely os one of the chief planks of its platform We cannot also forget 
that," in the case of steel industry also, thanks to the assistance given by 
my Honourable Inend, Mr Jmnah, the Government got this HocuM eom* 
mitted to the principle of Bntish preference 

Mr. M. A. Jjnnah: I deny that there is Imperial Preference My 
learned friend has not understood the pnnciple 


M^. K. 0. ITsogy : I never said Impenal Preference I said British 
preference. Now, Sir, I do not suppose this Government or the Govern- 
ment in Great Bntam care very much as to what reciprocity we allow aR 
between this country and the other Dominions All that Britain cares for 
is preference for her goods, and whether my Honourable fnend admits this 
to be Impenal Preference or not, for all practical purposes this is the kind 
of Impenal Preference with which we are likely to be threatened from day 
to day. Now, Sir, we have admitted British preference in the case of 
steel We are asked now to admit the pnnciple of Bntish preference in 
the case of cotton What other important industry remains in which Great 
Britain is interested? (An HonoutobU Member' “Nothing “) Mv 
Honourable friend, Mr Jinnah, says we are not committed to Imperiid 
Preference On the one hand, as 1 pdinied out, we find a very important 
and powerful political party in Engla^ putting Imperial Preference in the 
forefront of its programme, and on the other, this House has nli^ady com- 
mitted itself to British preference in the case of steel and Is now Mlnyl |Qh 
agree to that very principle In the 6ase tuu^er most important induattr, 
nam^. cotton Now, Sir, whet the result of Britidi preference 

m the cw steel? I am agalA horn a Bombay tMmal and I 

lKP« thrt mj Hbnouwble frk»d, Ifr. IMA. ht» 

ll». *. A. JIanfc: I do aok mM A idi y'ltU|>l i l foaaudL 
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Mr. K. 0. Neogy: I’lus 1 ft from the Bombay Chronicle (Applause ) 

Kr. X. A. Jinnah: I do read that paper, but^I do not always aooept 
what it says 

Mr. K. 0. Ksogy: I do not think am one is ever expected to aooept all 
tliat. appears in the newspapers 

Mr. M. A. Jlnnali: Very glad to hear it 

Mr. E. 0. Keogy: I am not asking the Honourable Menaber to aooept 
my opinion expressed m the Bombay Chrontolc I was going to quote 
i*ertain facts from it The Honouiable Member will perhaps permit me to 
place what I have to place before this House (Sir, it is pointed out, with 
K^ferentc to figiucft intc vluch I do not want to go now, — T can send thm 
paper round to Honourable Members w'ho want to see it — that* 

‘Impennl Preference in steel ba*; im leased the import of British Steel by 250 per 
cent in two years ^^lthout doing much i.eneht to Tata Steel Works ” 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: All that I can say is that it must be naturally wrong 
if \ou know the facts, beeaufte tlie preference that was given to the British 
steel w'as onlv 06,000 tonft, if T remember it rightly, and that is all the 
Bntifth ftteel w'lth which we were eonoerned m that Bill where wo have 
?iven preference 

Mr. K. 0. Eeogy* Now, these are the figures 

Mr. H. A. Jinnah: If Mr Neog\ will show me that the import of that 
particular class of steel has increased, I shall how to him 

Mr. K. 0. Keogy: This IS what T find The passage runs as follows; 

“When the Steel Protection Pill was introduced in 1927, theie wa« Imperial Pre 
fercnce bv the back door Tn the Cotton Protection Bill it in by open door In 
Frida\’s debUe in tho legislative \sH«inblv, Sii George Rainy is reported to have 
asked Su Pui shotamdiis, ‘W.is it foi Huh that he as President of the Tariff Board 
proposed the Steel Protection Bill for India’’ The propei reply to hia queation should 
lie ihat the Bill gave more piotettion to Bntidi Steel works than to Tnta Rteiel Works 
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and the Tvriter conclude® that British. Steel, m respect of tbeee protected 
classos, has gone up by 250 per cent m imports m two years without 
doing much benefit to the Tata Steel Works 

Maulvi Huhammad Yakub (Itohilkund and Kumaon Divisions * Muham- 
madan Dural) Was not the Honourable Pandit Motilal Nehru more 
enthusiastic about protection to Tata Steel than Mr Jinnah? 

Mr. K. 0, Neogy: Pandit \lolilal never biipi^orted British preference 
It will be evident to this House that the peric^ of three years is not so 
short as my Honourable fiuuid imagines for the purpose of enabling the 
United Kingdom to recapture the Indian market She has been able to 
do it in less than three Nears in the < >\^e of steel, and she is quite capable 
of doing n m the case <>f cotton good, Xov\ , Sir, m\ Honouiable friend 
Mr. Birla referred to Haid\ s Iteport to show that it is not quite 
right, Nvhen wo are diseussuig this (pustion, to- i;.nou the indirect competi 
tion between goods of diffetcut qualities, and he pointed out that, although 
India mav not produce e\ x tl\ sunilai gixxls as are pioduced in Lancashire, 
there vNould bt' V(i\ stiong (ompetition as between articles of varying 
counts Mn Tfonourabli Inend gavi' two extracts from paragraph 22 of 
Mr Hfufh ’s Ib'poil I li ivi‘ the advantage of speaking m the presence 
of Mr Hnidv, and T w ml to know from him what he meant when he 
made the following ob^oiNation (paragra]>h 22, page 72 of Mr Hardy’s 
Do])ort) 

“If, thcrefote il ^lioahl !•,' doculect it aiiv tunc to impose a tnnff on whose 

UKtdonce is hea\ v on ^ootls \liicli (an Ik {no(hi(ed in uiilmiiteH quantities from Indian 
cotton, and light on goods uiudi (nmtot Ik* so piodiaed, U <« desirahle that the inadence 
of duty on the langeof g«)n<is h-tween llm (uo < las<?os should he sh ided off imperceptibly 
So as to nunijmse this Imini of tndueil ( ompetition ’ 

Mr Hardy was rntuelv bearing out my Honourable friend Mr Birla’s 
4 pm afiprelienmon H<' said there must be some amount of com- 
petition bciwctn different counts, and for the purpose of guarding 
against tins kind of eoinpetitiou the duties should lie shaded off T do 
hope he will explain wliil he meant bv this expression, ,ind I w'ant him 
to tell us whetlu^r the present Bill is likely to achieve the object which 
he bad in mind Tf he is m a position to give a replj now', T am prepared 
to give w'SN in bis favour 

Mr. O. S. Hardy (Oommc'rco Department Nominated Official)* I 
would refer the Honourable Member to paragraph 35 of my Deport where 
he will find the suggestion more fullv discussed 

Mr. X. 0. NBOgy: Tliore is hardly time for us to go into a detailed 
examination of the Report I do hope my Honourable friend will give 
us the benefit of his explanation I w'ant to know from him expressly as to 
w’hethor this partieulnr Bill, drafted in the way it has been, carries out 
bis intention m the paragraph from which T quoted That is the question 
which I put to him specifically It does not do for my Honourable friend 
to refer me to some other paragraph The whole question, whsdiever my 
Honourable friend had in mind when he made that recommendation, is 
whether Chat “shading off” has been provided for in this particular meaaura 
of protection That is the point Now, ^tr, my Honourable Mend Bfr. 
Birla quofed from some of the observations that appeared in the BriUsh 
Bress with regard to this question of preference; it was for the pmrpoai^of 
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showing that this provision is interpreted even m Great Britain, as giving 
■oine assistance to Lancashire Sir, I w lU read out one or tw o more ex- 
tracts from the British Press opinions This is the cable which came out 
from London, dated March. 3rd 

“The general belief m Lancashire is ih it if (lie additKinal 5 (lei cent duty on non- 
British goods can be enforced immodi it dv, the effe<t on the Larcashire trade of the 
increased tariff of 15 per cent will be much minmiiseil 

Then again I find that no less a journal than tlio Ftuancnil Ncu'$ 

‘If the proposal foi h 5 pn ecu' additional duts on inmBiitinh ^oods in ucom- 
plished, it Mould moK than ofi ft L.mishiu s loss 

I do not kuo^v whetliei iii} Honourable fnonds fioin Bombay lia\o seen 
this particular expression of opinion Now, Sir, 1 have one more interesting 
extract from the Press on this paituular point, and this 1 quote from tlic 
Statesmayi, Piece goods maiktt lepoit i spetial aititli' wntten for Ur 
Siateaman This is wliat it sn\s ' 

‘Tf goods* from Japan ln\c to bin iinjioit diii\ oi m o\ti,i 5 pci < cut , Unit m 
20 pci cent 111 ull, it mil of < out afToul <onvidei ilt|< iilut (o inilla iii Indm , it will 
also gue Lancashire a < haiit* to Mtaptuic sonic of the bii''in<‘ss wliiih tlmt tounliy 
1 108 lost to Japan in M*ccnt v<.<its paituiiluK m dh>tis uid gie\ sluilingH It vmII bo 
lemembered that when cotton fell Inhi^x 7*/ in tin eiilv p.iiL of 1927. Lancashne 
succeeded in ousting Japan foi seveial nioiitli> m slitidngs Much of the business 

done formerly in Lancashiie in d\ed atnl ioIoiiikI < oods his .tIm» in re< ent years gone 
to Japan, and it is not iinpiobablc \u shall now sk a letuni of the pmiduluni ui favour 
of Lancashire ’’ 

Was niy Hoiioiiiable trund, Mi Biila, lar wiong in ^.tyiiig that this 
measure is as much in the mtmests of Lmn allure as in that of the Indian 
cotton textile industry? Sir, the quarrel of the Tndian textile industry is 
in counts, not tvith countries, and while 1 am juepaied to assist Govern- 
ment in introducing an} measuio which will eflcctivelv juotect the Indian 
industiry ngamat the competition m specific toiinls, from whichever 
country it may come, I am not prep ired to give my support to any memsur® 
that seeks to discnminate as between tountry and country, irrespective of 
tho specific nature of competition from those countries woth Indian goods 

Sir, my Honourable friend. Sir, George Raiiu I do nob know why dd 
not think it proper to refer this Bill to a Select Committee In defending 
hi8 action the other day, he said that it would have meant delay May I 
remind him that this particular Bill has been before this House for 25 days 
Tf he w ere to refer to the proceedings of this House m regard to other pro- 
tection Bills that were referred to Select Committees, he would find that 
such a lengthy time was not taken in any other inslance My Honourable 
friend has preferred to circulate a punted statement giving certain facts; 
he has taken some leaders and other selected Members of this House into 
his confidence; he asked them to meet him at informal conferences. I 
do maintain, Sir, that the regular procedure under the rules of this House 
IS to refer the measure to a Select Committee if it is thought that 
it requires to be examined in detail My Honourable friend has not done 
that In the case of the Steel Indut-trj , we had the Tariff Board Beport 
before us, and the Government proposals w^ere seeking to jpvc effect to 
the Tariff Board Report In this particular instance we have not got the 
Tariff Board Report, because that Board has not made any inquiry into 
lliia? matter at all We do not know what the practical effect of this 
Biitish preference may be on the Tndian industry, and my friend has not 
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given thiH House an opportunity of appointing a Select Comnuttee to go 
Livro thoroughly into this aspect of the question Ay I said, he prefer- 
red to circulate a pnnted statement 

Mr. Vldyji Pandya (Madras Indian Commerce) It appears 

from one of the Bombay telegrams m the papers that they are going to 
have a scheme of amalgamation, and the Government are going to render 
some help in that direction and thc} take it for granted that this Bill 
will be passed. 

Mr. K. 0. Kdogy: I think we cannot blame the Bombay industry It 
Nvo were m their position \vc would perhaps have taken the very s.irne step 

Now', 8ir, my friend the Ixiader of the European Group brought to 
the notice of this Hous(‘ another interesting statement on this question, 
a statement which has btwn ciicidated over the signature of Mr 
Kawaguchi, the Agent of the Japan Cotton Spinners' Association 1 leallv 
could not understand the leason of his ngbteous indignation over the fact 
that this particular finnted statement had been circulated m this House 
Ho said, “M) complaint is that the document should have been passed 
rfiund in the lobby of the House by the agent of a foreign country to 
infliK'nce our decision” Sir, I may tell my friend that we consider Sir 
Daicy Lindsay as much a foreigner as any Japanese My friend proceeded 
to observe that he considered this particular statement to be m a parti- 
eularly bad form I bad no intention of ever lefemng to this document 
on this occasion, but I examined it carefully after having heard my friend 
for the purpose of finding out what was the bad foim of which my fnend 
complained 1 find that what they do is to set out the Government case 
and then state their criticism, and I propose to read out just a few lines to 
show what the nature of that eritioism is T may toll this House that T 
would not have taken the trouble of reading out extracts from this docu- 
ment, but for the protest which niy fnend, Sir Darcy Lindsay, lodged 
against its circulation in this House This is what it says* 

“Japan’s obje^ion to the Government Bill ns oinonded hy Mr Chetty again 4 
(1) Unreasooftbie disciiniinHtion in {a) bordoied dhotiea where competitive iniportfi 
from Unitod Kingdom are thioe times as large ns competitive imports fiom 
.Tapan, and (b) in coloured goods where Japan’s and United Kingdom’s 
iximpetitive yardage are 86 million and 50 million respectively 
(9) Unwarranted diecnmumtion m the bleached goods in which, as shown hv 
Sir Geor,go Rainv himstlf neither Lnncnahiro nor Japan import any com. 
petitive goods ’* 

'Plion, 8ir, this statement goes ou to examine the figuies given by m\ 
VIonourablo friend Sir George Kamy and it also gives quotations from Mr 
Hardv's Report T do not think that oOAild be considered bad form, parti- 
cularly extracts from Mr Hardy's Report, This is how it concludes* 

“Permit me to assure the Indian public that Japan ban no cause to cnmpliun against 
the Induin CJoilon Mill induiitrv being pirofected It is onlv fair that it sliottld be I( 
i» only reaeonalile that it aliould be Wfcat le not fair and what is not reasonable is 
the nil wari anted and uniustiAalde discrimination that h sought to be enfoivad ag^st 
Japan I trust I have lieen able to demonstrate beyond the shadow of a doubt that 
discrimination against Japan in the bleached trade, in the coloured trade, and in the 
dhotien trade is ilttetly indefensible from the Indian mdustry^s and oonsnroera* point of 
view ” » 
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Sir, I have failed to discover anything in this statement to whioh ex> 
ception can be taken on the ground that it is in bad form. I remember 
occasions when literature of jiropaganda directed against my fnend Mr 
ilaji’s Bill, and also supporting the Simou Commibsion had teen circulated 
to all the Members of this House I remember to have seen other docu- 
ments, not necessarily having anything lo do with the busmess of this 
House, being circulated in tlie precincts of thi^ Chsunber If you, Sir, 
were to lay down a rule that no document can be circulated within the 
precincts of this House without your express authority, I could then under- 
stand my fnend s objection 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: What about the inner preomets? 

Mr. K. 0 . Keogy : But my friend’s complamt was not that anybody 
came into this Chamber to ciiculaie this pamphlet As a matter of fact, 
I was handed my copy just near the Notice Office 

Sir, I shall refei to only one other point, and that is in regard to what 
mv fnend Mr Chettv said the other day He said this* 

“I ronsidci tinpeiidl Pioft'teiico puioh »s n UiHUiesa piopoHition ” 

Ho differed from my fnend Mr Ja\akar on the point as to whether there 
could bo any bargaining in connection with this matter. Mr Jayakar 
held that there was nothing wrong if we could get some substantial benefit 
out of Great Britain in retuiri foi a concc'ssion of this character But 
what does Mr Chetty sa^ ? He sa >8 this 

“] atn ii<,t tl'eiefore piepaiod U; es.<.hungo anv unuiiiit of political benefit fur an 
economic benefit If Uieat Ibifnn is iskvn,^ foi Imperial Preference «he must be 
pu'pared to offer to us in lotuto »n ctoiioniic benefit iokI not a political benefit ” 

Then within brackets “Hear, hear ’’ Then my friend went on to explain his 
jioint 

What lid« England, Au-vtiahi tn c’m.'da for the in.itler of tliat to give me in 
evcliaiige for the economic benefit iliat 1 give, and if 1 am satnifiGd I can get back 
enough return for this concession tl at I give them, 1 foi my pait would not bo awayed 
by any sentiment or prejudice on that acccunt It is only in tliat spirit that I view 
the whole question ” 

and here cximes the anti-climax 

“And viewing the question from tint punt of Mew, T am convinced that the 
scheme of protection formulated by the 0<nernment ceitainly does give to tlio Indian 
industry an adequate and effective protection “ 

He began by saying that Great Britain must have something to give to 
118 m return for this benefit, and be concludes by thmkmg that that parti- 
cular condition has been satisfacd inasmuch as we get protection for the 
Indian mdustry 

Maolvl Mohnunad Ttlnib: But Mr Ghetty was the Chief Whip of the 
Swaraj Party 

Mr. K. 0. Heogy; I do not know whether my friends on the Govern- 
ment Benches felt very comfortable when my friend Mr Chetty made these 
observations, because what does it come to? It means this, that alt that 
has been said by Government about the reality of the fiscal autonomy con- 
vention 16 absolutely untrue. 

Hiat Is to say Government are yet in the leading strings of Hie Secre- 
tary of State, and we are getting this protection measure because Britain 
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pennitK it to be to the cotton industry That is the only mterpre 

tat ion «liu}» niv Honourable fnend’g words ean bear In other words, 
Hon()ural)'< fiicnd charges Government with hypocrisy ^^hen they say tha 
lhe\ lire froo agents and that we are going to settle this question on th< 
floor ol tills House Nothing of the kind, sa^s Mr Chetty Well, Sir 
f do not know whether ni\ Honourable friend's interpretation will b< 
hottip out b\ the Government them'^elvcs The Government are not fre* 
agents m this matter Mr Jmnah says “No “ Mr Chetty says “No 
You aie taking this line of action 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: my Honouiablc friend bugges 

lliat the Government of India ar( not frc'e agents in the matter? 

Mr. K. 0. Heogy: Yes, Sir 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy r icpudiato that charge 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: ^ou might lepudiate this \vith all the emphasis tha 
you can command Mi Chetty, one of \our best friends, said that it i 
an economic advanlage that Great Britain is giving to vis in return fo 
which we arc granting Imperial Preference for her benefit 

Mr. K. K. Shanmukham Chetty (vSalem and C'omibatoie ( uni Xoitl 
Aicot Non Miiliamtiiadau Kmal) Wludhei the (r<»\(ininenfc of India ai 
lice agents oi not, m the sp<‘ceb that I <lclivcied, I did not mean to sugges 
that the Government of Indav were acting under the instructions of th 
Butish Government and giving us this protection m return for the prefer 
once It IB an entirely wrong interpretation that my friend m putting oi 
tn.> entire speech 

Mr. K, 0, Neogy: Will Mi Chetty explain wli.it be meant ’ Again 
must trouble the House with wlmt Mr Chetty said 

*‘I »m not piepaual td p\chnaiJco aav kind of political benefit for an eco’ioniic benefit 
If Great Biitain la foi Inipenal Piefeience fn in India which she is going t 

get under this Bill, she nniMt bo pr*»pured to offer her in leluin an eionomic benefit am 
not H'poiitKal benefit ” 

Then ho says 

“If I am satisfied that 1 tan got back enough in return ftw this concession that 
give them, then T foi inv part would not be awajed b> any sentiment or prejud’ce 
ft w in thuf xpint that / vxrw th^ uhoh quenhon and Mewing the question from tha 
jiomt of VMW. I am convinced that the scheme of piotertion formulated hv Govern 
ment does give to the Indian inciuslry an adequate and effective protection “ 

If luy friend Mr Chettv will explain what exactly he meant, I am pr© 
pared to give way What is the economic benefit which Great Britain i 
offering to ua today in exchange for this Imperial Preference? 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Ohetty: My contention is thot there is n< 
Imperial Preference in the scheme 

Mr. M. B. Aney: Is there anything in that passage from the speech o 
Mr Chetty that says the economic return should necessarily be for thi 
benefit of the country as such? 

Mauhri Muhatftttad Takaib: He la right when He savs that Ho haa go* 

•nous^ return 
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Mr. K. 0. Neogy: I will not take up the time of the House anj further. 
I maintain that this Convention of fiscal autonomy is a sham and a fraud, 
and even my Honourable friend Mr Chetty seems to agree with this view. 

Mr. E. S. Sarma (Bengal Nominated Non-Offioial) In nsing to support 
this Bill 

An Honourable Member: Naturally I 

Mr. E. S. Sanna: If it is meant by this interruption that as a nomi- 
nated Member, I should support the JiiH, 1 may say that 1 am m the oom- 
pnn\ of Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas and others, l)\ whom gentlemen who 
are interrupting me are prepared to svear e\ery time in financial matters. 
In rising to support this Bill, I cannot help regretting that certain speakers 
like Mr Neug), -Mr B Duh and Mr Ghuzimvi have sought to assail thi a 
Bill on con^^ideratious what seem to me enfircK irre’cvant and non es^sential 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy; Wli\ not Ml Birla too*’ 

Mr. E. S. Sarma: 1 am coming to Mr Birla If iny Honourable 
fiiend Ml Neog\ want^? to insiuu itt that I do not sav ainthing again’-i 
Mr Birla hc'cuusc I was iiidehlcd to him m tlie past, 1 will onl\ Ra\ that 
the insiiuiation 's unwort hy ^1> external gratitude to m\ old chief and 
great benefactor will not prt'veni me from exjiressmg m\ amajRement, 
^hat so Miicwd <ind cool-headed \ hu'^iness-man as Mr Biila should deli- 
hciateh on the floor of (liis House that the principle of this Bill was 
one of Imperial Preferenee One thing that has bi en made elear in the 
whole debate is this, th it most of tin s^peakers seem to ohjeei not so much 
to a little prefen ntial treatnuait to Laneashiro hut to eommitting thii 
coimtr\ to the )'>olie\ <>f Tinperial Priderimee I think, Sir, that the 
Honourable the CommoKe M<.niher in the < oiirse of his masteriv statement 
in introducing this Bill made it absolutely elear that the principle under* 
lying this Bill w is not oni of Imperial Preference, hut tempca*arv protec* 
lion for tlu' indigenous (otton industry In spite of this fact, certain 
Members of this House want to cut their noses to spite their faces It is 
an attitude winch it is ver\' difficiiH to understand This premier mduatry, 
which has a greafer claim and licttci title to be called a national industry 
than what iti\ friend Mr rhanian Tiall professes posing as a labour leader, 
this national industn’^ is on the \erge of eoPapse When in response to 
the urgent need of the situation and to the expressed desire f)f the peopls 
of this eountrv. the rio\emmcnt want to bring m a measure which gives 
some little protection, T ask Pmdit Madan Molfan Malaviva whether it 
K pntnotie T isk "Mr Birla whethe» d is Imsmess like to turn round and 
sav that we shall have nothing to do with it w'^hatever, beesuse thi* 
measure, while it gives protection to our mduslrv meidontnllx gives a little 
preferenee to Lancashire 

Mr. Ohanshyam Das Birla: It is pafnotie, though if mav not he huai* 
nesg-like in the ignoble sense 

Mr. E. 8. Sarma: T am putting d on both grounds Talking about pre- 
ferenee mnv T ask w^hat does this preference amount to? The Honourable 
the Leader of the Opposition, whom we are all «o happy to see hack 5o 
his seat this afternoon, in a sneeeh odmimhle alike for its tone, temper 

hrevitv, hut vitiated by^ concUisionti to which hi* argument^ did not 
lead nr»ade n great T>oint of "the fact and even deplored that the (lovem- 
ment of India should have gone hack upon their original proposals at the 
bidding of the British Oovemmenf 
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ICAdAn I f oh m IfalAviya (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions Non- 
Muhammadan Bural) I never said that it was done at the bidding of 
ilie British Government 

Mr. B. S. Sarma: I understood the Honourable Pandit to sa^ that the 
Govojiimcnt gave up their original proposal as a result of a message which 
(he British Government sent to the Government of India 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malavlya I made it clear that it is the Govem- 
ineiil of India who started the proposal His Majesty’s Government did 
ho( suggest it This is home out by the telegram today, containing a state- 
ment by Mr Benn, that the proposal originated m India 

Mr. B. 8* Sarma: I never said, Sir, that the Honourable Pandit said 
that this proposal ongmnted from the Government at. home, but that the 
Government of India had eertam proposals of tlieir own which were later 
on changed because of the eominumcation from tlie Homo Govemmenu 
That 18 what I think he said I do not think he is justified m saying that 
the Government of India have rcallv altered their proposal to any appre- 
oiablo extent Let us see what the Go\ eminent proposal was m the 
beginning Thnr original proposal was to have a 15 per cent revenue duty 
t n all cotton goods and a dutv of 8^ annas per pound on all grev goods, 
uiespective of their count rv of their origin It was at this stage that n 
message came from the British Cabinet to the Oovomment of India, and 
if the Honourable Members will road that message cau fully, they will see 
that the authors of the message have been animated as much by a desiir 
to save Tiancaabire to some extent from the impending losses as to establish 
the fiscal autonomy convention and place it on n pedestal from which it 
cannot be dislodged And the procedure that vvas adopted b\ Mr Ramsav 
Macdonald’s Government m this connection is of considerable political im- 
portance and significance Once this convention has hecn established and 
accepted by the British Government, T think whatever may be the partv 
that maj' come into power m the future, it will ho very difficult to interfere 
with the principle now established And how did the Government of India 
respond to this unprecedented appeal from the British Government to which, 
as Mr Jinnah again pointed out this morning our Government are still 
statutorily subordinate? Did thev give up the idea of increasing the duty 
from 11 to 15 per cent? No, oertainlv not 

Mr. M. K. AoliaryB (South Arcot cum Chinglepuf Non Muhammadan 
Rural) • Thev were not asked to give it up 

Mr. B. 8 8annB: They did not make anv suggestion at all They only 
made an appeal and the Government of India said 

Mr. M. K. Aoharya: The Government of India were not asked to give 
up the proposal 

MDr. B. 8. 8aniia: The Government of India clear! v said that 

The Boaomhia Sir Ckorga Baiiiy: Mav 1 intervene. Sir Mv Honc^- 
able friend, Mr Aobarva, has not underatood the position The angg^stioii 
in the meeeage from the Cabinet was that the Government of India should 
abandon its proposals. 
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Mr. B. fi. SanftA: The Government of India said that Indian mterests 
were to be considered first But what did the Government of India decide 
ill view of the unprecedented character of the aqipeal and in view of the 
special circumstances of the situation? They decided to have a revenue 
duty of 15 per cent on all foreign cotton goods and an additional duty of 
5 per cent and a minimum of 8^ annas per pound on all goods of non 
British origin And if the amendment of ^Ir Chetty is accepted by the 
Honourable the Commerce Member, who has already given a hint that he 
was going to accept it, this alleged preference will be still further whittled 
down The present position is this, that the original position of the Govern- 
ment of India stands, that there should be a 15 per cent dutv on all cotton 
goods, phis % annas dut\ per pound on nil poods coming from any 
country That is the original position and that stands Over and above 
that, the (io\ eminent have decided to help Bombay bv the imposition 
of an additional 5 per cent duty on non-British goods, and this 6 per 
cent duty does not affect the class of goods m which there is an;v great 
competition between Great Britain and India With the exception of 
this addition. il advantage to Bntain against Japan to some extent, there 
has not been sliow n an\ preference toiler Therefore Sn, I submit that the 
original propo'ial of the Government of India stands The Honourable 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaynya the other dnv spoke eulogistieallv and 
also yer\ affectionatelv about Japan and deprecated any sort of discnmi- 
natorv Icg'sl.ition against Japan T do not understand, Sir, whv the 
Honour.ibli Pandit should be oxertlowing with so much affection for 
Japan'’ 

Pandit Hadan Motian Malaviya* Why should it not be’ 

Mr. B. S. Sarxna; It is because of this, Sir, that wliatever w^o ma} say 
about the exploitation of our indiistnes b\ the Europeans, you cannot 
get away from the fact that they have given a lot of money for various 
public benefactions in this country and also many contributions have 
been made by the European merchants in this country towards the com 
stniction of hospitals and similar chantahle institutions I do not 
think even an yen hag ever been paid by any Japanese firm for any 
public cause m this country. 

With regard to the incident referred to by Mr Neogy just now, name- 
ly, the circulation of a pamphlet on behalf of a foreign nation in the 
lobb\, I ni\<elf wanted to refer to it With that sw’eet reasonableness and 
with that great passion for conciliation and peace at-any-pnee qualities ^ 
for which the amiable leader of the European Group has now become 
very famous, he did not proceed with the matter further, and when you, 
Mr. President, asked him w’hat his complaint w^as, he sunply said that 
it was undesirable I think. Sir, it is much more than undesirable I 
say it IS an insult to this Bbuse, it is an insult to the private Manbers of 
this House that any agent of a foreign nation ^lould send ai representa- 
tive for the purpose of doing propaganda w*orfc m the lobbv of this House 
and when my Honourable friend Mr Nec^ asked 

Mr, PreiNIent: I suppose they can do so in the lobby against the 
PMident. 
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Mr. B. 8* Samui: Well, Sir, 1 know that propaganda agamst tha 
President has been going on outside and I have some responsibihty for 
that. But if it 18 said that propaganda has been conducted, inside the 
lobby, in the uuy of distnbution of pamphlets or anything like that, 
against the President, I take this opportunity of contradicting it with 
all the emphasis that 1 can command If vve find, Sir, that anyone, 
however exalted he may be, has done anything wrong, I think m the 
public mterests, as a journalist or as a public man or as a Member of 
this House, we are entitled to carry on whatever propaganda we IiVa 
outside this House. Well, Sir, I was saying that the agent of the 
Japanese had sent a man to the lobby of this House who, in spite of the 
contra^iiction of my Honourable fnend, Mian Mohammad Shah Nawaz, 
the other day, has called himself the accredited agent of the Central 
Muslim Party. 

MIbu Xoluuninad Shah Kawas: No, Sir 1 entirely deny he is our 
representative 

Mr, B. 8. Sanaa: But that is what he represents 

Mian Kohanimad Shah Nawai : The Central Muslim Party has nothing 
CO do with the distnbution of the pamphlet 

Mr. B. S. Sarma: The contradiction that my Honourable friend Mian 
Mohammad Shah Nawaz gave was this, that that particular pamphlet 
was not distnbuted in the lobby at the instance of the Central Mushrn 

farty. 

Mian Mohammad Shah Kawai: I say that he was nob our agent and 
that the pamphlet was not distnbuted at the instance of the Central 
Muslim Patfty Will the Honourable Member, Mr. Sarma, accept my 
contradiction ? 

Hr. B. S. Sarma: Why should my Honourable friend be so excited? 
I have seen my Honourable friend at Simla getting much excited over 
the Sarda Act. Perhaps he does not understand that I am not challeng- 
ing his statement. I have accepted his statement that no Member of 
the Central Muslim Party distnbuted it. What I said was that a person 
who called himself the agent of the Central Muslim Partv distnbuted that 
pamphlet. 

Mr. Mohammad Tamin Khan: Certainly not He was not our agent. 

Mr. B. S. Sarma: At any rate the fact remains that a man who posed 
as such, and vho was going about the lobby and who probably had the 
audacity to say that he was the agent of the Central Muslim Party, and 
who is also seen frequently in the precincts of the Chamber, distributed 
the pamphlet .... 

Mtao Mohammad Shah Vawai: Probably he was Mr Sarma s agent. 
He was not the agent of the Central Muslim Party 

Mir. B. 8. Sarma: I take the assurance of my Honourable friend. But, 
Sir, it is simply ndiculous that anybody who is unconnected witii this 
House should undertake any acart of propaganda on behalf of a h>reigM 
nation in the lobby of this House and it is an insult to this House . . . 
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Lleut.*OoIonBl H. A. J. Gidney (Nominated : Anglo-Indians) : He 

^openly said he was an agent 

liian Mohammad Shah Nawai: Agent for what purpose? This so- 
sailed agent was never authorised to circulate the pamphlet. In point of 
fact, when the pamphlet was distributed, the House was not sitting. 

Mr. B. 8. Samia: If a foreign nation wants to represent anything to 
this Government affecting legislation, I think the only way of doing that 
IS for them to represent directly to the Government of this country, and 
/not to influence private Members of this House. It is one thing for 
eminent Japanese members residing in this country to be allowed the 
proud privilege of sitting in the Distinguished Visitors’ Gallery . . 

Mr. Preaident: Order, order The Honourable Member is not entitled 
U* refer to visitors sitting m the Visitors’ Gallery. He ought to know 
the rules of the House. 

Pandit Madan Molian Malaviya: Apologise. 

Mr. B. S. Sarma: I am sony. Sir, I referred to them I bow to your 
ruling. When we see, Sir, that these people are trying to influence 
private Members of this House, I submit, Sir, that that is a thing that 
should not be allowed 

Several EonoaraMe Members: Why? What is wrong? 

Mr. B. 8. Sanna: I want to say a word vith regard to Mr Ghuznavi’e 
speech and he made a great pomt of quoting, and 1 think other sfpeakera 
also quoted from the speech of Mr D P, Khaitan It was very pleasant 
to hear that, at least once, Mr. Ghuznavi thought fit to quote fmm Mr. 
Khaitan, from his speech which he dehvered at the Indian Cheunber, and 
he said that it presented the view of the Indian business-men generall;j 5 
in Calcutta about this Bill. I beg to differ from him I do not want to 
pursue the matter further, except to say this, that the House may put 
any value it likes upon the statement of Mr Khaitan after knowing that 
the firm of Mr Khaitan is the Agents of a leading Japanese firm m this 
country 

Mr. B. Dmm: I was quoting him as the President of the Indian 
Merchants’ Chamber of Calcutta and not as representative of a city 
Japanese firm. 

Mr. B. 8. Sarma: Sir, I want to say a word regarding my Honourable 
fnend Diwan Chaman Lall’s speech. My Honourable fnend Diwan 
Chaman Lall does not seem to attach very much importance to the 
Labour Commission, of which he is such a distinguished Member, as m 
his opinion the best way of ameliorating the gnevances of labour was to 
allow this mill industry to die a natural death In listening to his speeeh, 
which was very much appreciated both on the floor of this House and in 
the Press, I was very much regretting the >Aealih of wasted eloquence 
spent m trying to kill the dying. My Honourable fnend, Diwan Cbamaii 
1^, was tellu^ Mr Mody that, if he could prove that this was a national 
industry, he would support it. And one of the tests of national mdustry, 

said, was that they must pay 50 to 70 per cent, of their profits to 
labour. I do not know whether my Honou^le fnend, Diwan Chaman 
can quote one sio^e instance in the whole world of any national 
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industry which pays anything like 50 to 70 per cent of their profits to 
labour I uni willing to wait for his answer for another six months* and 
if he does not know the answer now, he can investigate when he next 
goes to England, not at his own expense, but a^t the expense of the poor 
taxpayer of India, at the expense of the poor consumer, for \^hom he shed 
such copious crocodile tears the other day 

Diwan Ohanan Ziall: On a point of personal explanation. May 1 
remind my Honourable friend that, in his eloquence, he is forgetting the 
mam point The mam point of inv speech uas not that it was a national 
industry or that it would be a national industry if it pays 50 to 70 per 
cent , but that it would b( a national mdustrv if it was nationalised 

Mr. B. 8. Sarma: Erom his speech, it was ver\ evident that if Mr 
Mody could give him the assurance that the\ would pa\ 50 to 70 per 
cent he would bo willing to support this Bill 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: I have alreatlv contradicted that statement on 
the floor of this House The Honournblo Member evidently has not heard 
what was said on the floor of this House, or else he is deliberately not 
following me I cannot help his ignorance 

Mr. President: Order, order The Honourable Member was probably 
no/ pr{‘sent in Iho House at tin time 

Mr. B. 8* Sarma: Well, Sir, I support this Bill m the hope that this 
Act will help the Bombay industry and will enable the millowners to 
put their bouse in order and tide over the present crisis, and that it will 
enable our great national mdustrv to stand on its own legs and face 
world competition (Applause ) 

The Asseniblv then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday, 
the 26th March, 1930 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council Hbuse ftt 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr President in the Chair 


THE COTTON TEXTILE INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL 

Mr. President* Tlie House \\ill nou resume further consideration oi 
the following motion moved b\ the Honouiable Sir George Rainy on tho 
13th March, 1930 

“That the Bill fu»'ther to amend the Indian Tariff Act, 1894, and to amend the 
Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Act, 1927, he taken into consideration “ 

Sir PurShotaindas Thakurdas (Indian Merchants’ Chamber Indian 
Commerce) Sir, speeches on this motion jesterday, especially from those 
Benches which are opposed to this mot on. clearly indicate that, of the 
two principles underhing this Bill, on the first one of protection for th'S 
mdustr\ , there is practicaf unanimit\ The onfv discordant note that w^as 
struck was on the first da% of the discussion b\ mv Honourable friend 
Diwan Chamnn Lall If T disagree with m\ Honourable friend Diwan 
Chaman I.all, I must at least give him credit for consistency in his atti- 
tude on all items of consideration of protection before the House Whether 
it IS protection for the steel indiistrv, or foi the paper indu8tr\ or foi the 
textile inclustr\ , (ver since 1924, my Honourable friend from the Pimiab 
has been consistent, opposing e\er\ motion for protection to the industry, 
irrcspectuc of the merits of that protection, on this one ground onl\ that 
there is a good deal left to be done \et bv people engaged in industnes in 
India for the amelioration of labour in India Sir, there wnll be none 
amongst those who seek to support this Bill who will challenge Diwan 
Chaman Lall’s dictum that the condition of labour in factories m India is 
nothing approaching the ideal But even my fnend Diwan Chaman Lall 
will agree that labour can onlv prosper if industrv exists, and the ruin 
and closing down or even weakening of industries, he I am sure, will 
recognise, does mean a weakening of the chances of improvement in the 
standard of labour 

The other friend who opposed this Bill is mv fnend from Bengal, 
Mr Ghuznavi Mr Ohuznavi 'g complaint however was that he was very ap- 
prehensive that this protection, including as it does what is called Imperial 
Ihreference, is not adequate for the cotton textile industry On the score, 
therefore, of protection being necessary T take it that my friend Mr Ghus- 
navi not only agrees with the principle of the Bill, but has some cntioism to 
offer to Government that they have not offered in this Bill enough protection 
for the cotton textile mdustry Barring these two, I do not think 1 remember 
having heard any other Bbnourable Member who has spoken in this House 
till now say that he is opposed to the principle of more protection being 
made available to this industry 

( 2463 )r . * A 
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Sir, Diwan Chaman Lall showed considerable attachment on bis part 
to the methods employed by factory owners in Japan, and incidentally, 1 
infer, to the support given by the Government in Japan to the textile 
industry There is only one omission, which 1 think Diwan Chaman Lall 
mav himself like to be brought to his notice, and that is that he over- 
looked informing the House that the Government in Japan gave protection 
to all industries m Japan when the Japanese currency was brought back 
to its pre-war parity, and an ad valorem protection of 10 per cent was 
gazetted by the Government in Japan for at least a period of one \ear from 
the date on which the removal of the gold embargo was decided upon in 
Japan I have here a cutting which shows that this protection has been 
ofiPered not to a few industries which can be said to be national, but to all 
industries suffering from this appreciation of the Japanese currency One 
of these is 

“ , industriea which would sustain losses without such protection, by reason of 
a sudden increase of impc'rts on the recoveiy of the exchange to par ” 

I wonder whether m\ Honourabfe fnend, when ho rises to speak on the 
third reading of this Bill, will, on his behalf at least, rub this point into 
my friends on the Treasury Benches, and point out to them that, if not 
totallv, a good deal of the trial, which is now being experienced by the 
textile industry, is due to the omission of Government to do this m Ind’a 
in 1927, when they officially decided to accept the ratio of Is 6d., <.n 
appreciation of 12^ per cent , and a deliberate and unmistakable bonus ro 
the same extent to all imports to this country 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member is inviting Diwan Chaman Lall 
to speak again 1 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: If he wishes to, on the third reading, 
Sir I am sure he will speak 

Mr. President: That means that the Honourable Member is not anxious 
to go back to Bombay soon I , 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: I do very much. Sir I wonder if you 
will prevent Members from speaking if they have something new to put 
forward 

Sir, before I proceed further, I think I owe it to this House and to the 
Japanese merchants in India that I inform this House, about two telegrams 
received by me from two representative bodies in connection with what I 
communicated to this House on the 7th instant I then said that I hod 
a telegram m my possession that day, which indicated that there were 
reports m Bombay that the Japanese Government may give a bounty of 
6 per cent to mate up for the proposed preference to Bntish cotton goods 
imported into India, and that large quantities of piece-goods were being 
hurried to India in order to get entry into British Indian ports before this 
Bill was passed into law The telegrams m my hand say. 

‘^Quotations in your speech March Tth Ih^oorrect m Japanese Govertimait not promised 
any bounty nor will tax Japanese nation for benefit of Indian ooDsomers. Deny reports 
heavy cloth sales with rebate to buyer if ^tectm duty levied/* 

An Boiiourable Member: fa kt from? 
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Sir Porahotamdas Thakiirdaa: One telegram is from the Japan Cotton 
Shippers ’ Association, Bombay, and another is signed by Mr. Kinoshita, 
the Manager of the Japan Cotton Trading Co , Ltd., from Bombay 

Now, Sir, I do not wish to deal with the several arguments adduced by 
Members who have been anxious to criticise Bombay mill industry and 
Bombay mill management But it was some relief to me to heewr yesterday 
from my Honourable friend Mr Neogy that he, who had been opposed to 
protection for the cotton textile industry till now, has now turned friendly to 
Bombay and that he was prepared to offer his assistance to this House to 
prevent Bombay from, what he called, commitling suicide I am sure 
Sir, that assurances of such well-meaning watchfulness, on the part of 
Honourable Members in this House, on those w'ho are interested in the 
cotton textile industry of Bombay, are most welcome, and I look upon this, 
Sir, as a \er^ i?ood sign of the friendliness of this Assembly towards the 
entei prises ot Bombay, be it in the diiection ot cotton textiles or any- 
thing else But 1 cannot help feeling, Sir, that there is a very serious 
misapprehension when Honourable Members m this House connect this 
Bill mainly or mostly with the welfare of cotton mills m Bombay only 
It 18 true that Bombay mills are worst affected by foreign competition and 
therefore it iis natural that this protection, if given, may benefit them in 
the first instance But I submit, Sir, that it is incorrect to say that this 
protection will benefit either mainly or, I dare say, even pnnc?pally the 
Bombay mills If this protection is likely to do substantial good to mills 
in any part of India, it is to mills which are outside Bombay It may, in 
the first instance, give Bombay a little more immediate relief than those 
up-country, and for this purpose I cannot do better than quote from the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons, where the Honourable the Commerce 
Member himself has the following sentence 

“From the evidence in the possession of the Government, it appears that, during the 
last three years, and particulary m the last six months, the pressure of external com- 
petition has intensified and that the cotton mill industry throughout India is depressed, 
though the extent of the depression vanes at different centres ” 

I ask the House to mark the words, “The cotton mill industry throughout 
India 18 depressed” 

Now, regarding the extent of the depression, Bombay, as it is a port, 
naturally does suffer most and suffers earliest from depression brought 
about bv competition from foreign imports But it does not necessarily 
follow that, should nothing be done, mills in Bombay alone will go down, 
that mills in Bombay alone will suffer and mills elsewhere m India will not 
be affected What is, Sir, bad foi Bombay today will be bad for ARmeda- 
bad, Sholapur, Delhi, Cawnpore, Calcutta and Madras within a few weeks 
or months, and at the latest, within less than a year It is necessary, there- 
fore, Sir, that this House should clearly bear in mind that the protection 
which they are considering today, even though Bombay may be made the 
bull 'a eye at which people may go on marking and shooting, that protection is 
also for mills up-country, side by side with Bombay. If this is borne in mind, 
I have not the least doubt, Sir, that those, who are interested in this industry 
out of Bombay, will feel at least this, that Bombay is bearing all the brunt 
in connecticm with the criticism, but they are going to benefit equally with 
Bombay if not more If this protection enables the Bombay mills to SToid 
losses, it will enable the mills up-country to pay a small ^vidend, if they 
haTe not been paying that till now If it will enable the Bombs^ nilUs 
to pay a small divideml of 5 or 6 per cent., it will oertaitily enable the 
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mills up-country to pay a larger dividend than they hRve been paying 
without it It IS only natural that they should do so, and I do not gprudgc 
the up country^ mills their good luck The up-country mills have the 
advantage of their geographical situation, and it is only natural that the> 
should so benefit more But I say this now m order to bring home unmietak 
ably — and which I consider is above challenge — ^that in dealing with this 
question, it should not be overlooked that the Assembly will help not onlj 
the mills in Bombay to escape the immediate catastrophe, but they will alsc 
be helping the mills all over India to escape from that danger 

There has, Sir, been considerable criticism regarding the methods oi 
mill management m Bombay I personally welcome all such criticism 
especially for my City Of couise I feel that criticism coming froir 
Honourable Members in this House is criticism which comes fron 
responsible well-wishers of the industry, and ought to help to keep Bombay 
up to the mark and to prevent them from avoidable slackness I do noi 
take exception to any words of w'arning oi of advice given m friendl) 
spirit by the bitterest opponents of this Bill, because I cannot possibh 
believe that there is a single Indian today who is inimicvl to the textile 
industry of India, whether it be m Bombay or elsewhere (Hear, hear ) It 
18 this conviction of mine that makes me sav, Sir, that as far as I am aware 
every one m Bombay will welcome all such criticism not only now but foi 
ever hereafter But there is, Sir, considerable confusion m several of the 
impressions which some of my Honourable friends who criticised Bomba) 
have There has been a little too much stress laid on some catch-phrase' 
which, we know, become popular as soon as the) ha\e mentioned once oi 
twice over in some Goveiriinent report or by some commercaal association 
bo it either in full knowledge of facts or in partial ignoiance of same Take 
ff)r instance, Sir, one item which has been mentioned, rather profusel) , in 
the course ot the discussion I think it was my Ilonoiir.ible friend from 
Orissa, Mr B Das, who started the criticism legardmg the mill agents’ 
svstem, th(' s^ stt'm known as the commission agents’ s^stl.m Now, Sir, 
I do not wish to defend that svstem through and through But I wish tc 
point out to mv Honourable friend, Mr B Das, that what is wrong with 
that svstem is that thoie are not enough safeguards ensuring efficient null 
management in case of hereditary management proving inefficient There 
18 not sufficient w^atchfulness on the part of the shareholders and there ma) 
not be enough safeguards provided m agreements with mill agents But 
if my Honourable friend says that that system ought to go, and the svstem 
of management of jomt-stock concerns, especially cotton mills, should be 
the svstem of management through managing directors, I w'ould like my 
friend seriously to consider over it and to point out to me any part of India 
where industrial or commercial enterprises have been managed success- 
fully by managing directors? 

Mr. B. DR8 (Orissa Division Non-Muhammadan) The Bombay Electric 
Supply and Tramway Co , Ltd 

Bit PurshoUmdas Thakurdas: I wish my fnend had named something 
else. I happen to be ocmnected with that Company, being the Chairman of 
the Board of Directors, euad I do not like to say anything about it myself 
But surely he can select something else outside Bombay. If Bombay is 
doing the wrong thing, why not point out something whioh is being done in 
the right way either in Bengal or jnfl^har and Onssa or Madras? 



THB COTTON TBXTILB INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL 8467 

ICr. B> Bas: May I pomt out. Sir, that I not moan to attack 
the managing agency system , my criticism wae to pomt out certau;! defects 
in the managmg agency system. 

Hr. K. 0. Haogy (Dacca Division . Non-Muhammadan Rural) : We have 
quite a large number of tea garden companies which have been douiishmg 
all these years under Indian management, which are entirely under the 
system of mamagmg directors, and not managing agents 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakordaa: 1 am not conversant with the require- 
ments of tea garden management, though I am prepared to accept my 
Hcmourable friend ’s view, but with regard to what my Honourable friend 
Mr B Das said, perhaps he will agree that it is not necessary to eliminate 
managing agents on a commission basis 

Mr Ghanshyam Das Birla (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions. Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) I may say, in order that my Honourable fnend 
Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas might develop his argument, that the mstance 
cited by Mr Neogy is not helpful to Mr Neogy 's argument because, so 
far as I know, those tea garden compames which are#managed by managing 
directors have to borrow money from many Marwan business men at the 
rate of 12 to 16 per cent 

Mr. K. O. Neogy But they flourish all the same 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas. I am very glad, Sir, that my Honourable 
fiiond Mr Birla is able to help me with a few facts regarding Mr Neogy ’s 
instance, but with regard to my Honourable fnend, Mr B Das, may I 
put it to him that it is not necessary to eliminate the managmg agents? 
All that IS necessary is to improve the system 

Mr. B. Das: That is my point 

SiT Purshotamdas Thakurdas : I am glad that my Honourable fnend Mr. 
B Das agrees that there are certain directions in which the managing 
agency system can be usefully improved But I am afraid that there may 
be other Members m this House who think that it is desirable to elimi- 
nate and to stamp out this s\stem I venture to assert, with due respect, 
that the day they do that, either b} legislation or by any other method, 
will be a bad day for industrial enterprise in India 

Mr. B. Das: I never meant that 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: I agreed with Mr Das as soon as Mr 
Das made his meaning clear As a matter of fact, both Mr. Neogy and 
Mr Das will agree that, dunng the last few years, when there h^e been 
a good deal of company promotion in connection with either Indian banks, 
small or big, or insurance companies or anything else, if tny Honourable 
friends have seen some of the prospectuses, they will confirm me that 
these have mostly been started with managing agents hnd not with a 
mana^'ng directorate 

Vldya Sugar Paxu^a (Madras Indian Gommerce) : I do not think 
hanking companies can be dM as an mst^ce. 

Sir Pnxidiotaindai Thakimiaa; I accept that my Honourable friend 
Idhr. Vfdya Sugar Fandya’s latest flotation of a bank has been under 
syUtW of managing director^iip , I fully accept that. 
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Hr. Vldya Sagar Pandya: There are no banks m the country under 
managing agents Can the Honourable Member cite names of any banks 
imder managmg agents? 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: I thought I just agreed with Mr Pandya 
about his new bank My point is that we should not be in a hurry to 
come to the conclusion that, because Bombay mills and companies are 
run by rnanagmg eigents, therefore, they deserve no protection As a 
matter of fact, I feel, Sir, that those, who are intimately acquainted with 
the sacrifices made by managing agents till now in Bombay, ever since the 
first mill was started there m 1860, sacrifices made to get the mills to 
stand during enses like the present one and others m the past, which 
the> have passed through in 1900 to 1907, would feel as I feel, Sir, that 
I would like to take my hat off every time to fhese managing agents 
wh(« have not spared their last pie in standing by their mills in the hope 
that those mills would successfully pass through a crisis By all means I 
would welcome an mquiiv bv Government into the evils and the compara- 
tive good of this system It will clear up the issue unmistakably, but I 
feel that, to rush to an\ conclusion as suggested by some of the remarks 
made here would be misleading to this House 

Mv next point, Sir, is again in connection with what mv Honourable 
friend, Mr B Das, said He complained that the mills m Bombay were 
over-capitalised I do not know what my Honourable friend, Mr B Das, 
meant by over-capitalisataon What he meant perhaps was that 
mills were either floated or w^ere put up during the boom period 
at prtces which, under present conditions, look very h^igh 
Let me tell mv Honourable friend Mr B Das that of the few mills which 
changed hands m Bombay dunng the boom period at prices varving from 
Es 60 and Es 70 lakhs to a crore and a half, most have* up to now gone 
under the auctioneer’s hammer, there are practically none of these left, 
thex showed their unsoundness for financial purposes wij:hin a few years 
after the boom period came to an end 

Mr. A. H. Ohuinavi (Dacca Division Muhammadan Eural) May I 
point out that, at page 207 of the Tariff Board’s Eeport, it is said “Over- 
capitalisation has contnbuted to accentuate the depression in Bombay”? 

Sir Purshotamdaa Tliakurdas: The Honourable Member is referring to 
the summary of conclusions , I thought be was point ng to the relative 
paragraph in the body of the Eeport 

Hr, B. P. Hody (Bombay Millowners* Association Indian Com- 
merce) It is three years old any way. 

Sir PnrshotaindM Thakiirdat: I do not thmk I w'ould be justified in 
taking up the time of the House by reading extracts from the Eeport, but 
1 will talk this point over with my Honourable fnend if he desires it, so 
that he may speak later on this if he li^ants to My point. Sir, is this 
I should have thought, and perhaps those who are connected with banking 
m connection with mills in Bombay or in Ahmedabad will bear me ^t, 
that the complaint regarding the mills in Bombay and in Ahmedabad till 
now has been, not that they have too much capital, but that they have 
too little capital, that thev were und^r*fftpifc«dised^ that they have not any 
oajiital with which to do the current jd^y to day hnancing required by theso 
mills Most of these mills cohtinW jto borrow on the credit of their 
managing agents in the open market fmm day to dav, inviting a crisis as 
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soon as there is a flutter in the money market Su\ regarding the majo- 
iity of the mills in Bombay and in the Bombay Presidency, I may say to 
my Honourable friend, Mr B Das. that their weakness is not over- 
capitalisation, but under-capitahsation Whether it is the right System 
or not, I am not prepared today definitely to pronounce before this House. 
I am pointmg out that, if these mills had all been floated with the capital 
necessary firstly for the purpose of puttmg up the factory and in addition 
for the purpose of carrying on the day to day financing of the mill, per- 
haps so many mills and so many enterprises in this direction ^ould not 
have been in existence at all Sir, I will say only one word before I 
proceed further, and that is that I am convinced from my connection with 
the management of mills and my knowledge of the conditions under which 
financing of mills is being done in the Bombay Presidency, that, but for 
this system of managing agents, who stake their all on their mill com- 
panies, at least four tames the number of mills which have gone down 
till now m the Bombay Presidenc\ would have gone down A 'more 
acute crisis in these mills has been prevented by the spirit of self-saen- 
fiee partly in personal interest if you so choose to call it, but still it 
IS there — which makes the managing agent stand by his mill up to the 
last moment, in the hope that something new will turn up and will enable 
his particular concern to turn the corner 

The next question Sir is the 4 per cent increase in the revenue duty, 
and the 3^ annas minimum on greys The question is, is this swiequate? 
Even the Government, Sir, feel that this is not adequate for the immediate 
lequiremenfs of the mills As pointed out by mv Honourable friend, Sir 
Cowasji Jehangar, vesterdav, when an Honourable Member of the tempera- 
ment of the Honourable the Commerce Member definitely comes to that 
conclusion, he will be a bold man in this House who can say that the 
Honourable Sir George Kainy has been extravagant in what he has offered 
bo the mill industry If, Sfr, there is any defect in the Honourable Sir 
George Baiuy m that connection, so far as this side of the House is con- 
cerned it IS that, he is too strict, and I have never seen, if I mav say so, 
anv leniency on his part when he sits down to consider and decide what 
measure of protection is necessary 

I will now come, Sir, to that part of the principle involved in this 
Bill which has been the bone of contention Having come to the con- 
cIusKMi that this 4 per cent increase in the revenue duty and the 8J annas 
minimum on grey goods is not adequate. Government propose to give the 
additional protection .... 

Mr. A. H. Ghtuxutvi: When did they propose to give this additional 
protection? 

Sir Pnrahotamdas Thakordas: I should have thought, Sir. that the 
questions and answers on the floor of the House when Mr Jinn ah was 
Bpvaking yesterday made it abundantly clear that the original proposal of 
the Government of India was this, and Govemtbent subsequently put on 
something more, which is the bone of contention today, I mean the protde- 
lAve 6 per cent duty Peihaps, my Honourable friend was not in the pkmse 
when this discussion took place yesterday on the floor of the House, ^ow, 
Sir, Government propose to give this additional protection by what they 
call ** special protective duties”, which have been generally^rofewd to all 
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through this discussion as Imperial Preference, I suggest to my Honour 
able friends who oppose this Bill on this particular ground, that tbits Hous^ 
18 incapable of giving Impenal Preference, and Government cannot pos- 
siblv expect this House to give Imperial Preference Indeed, the Hon- 
ourable the Finance Member says this much in his speech in paragraph 69 ^ 
“We do not, and in fact, we could not, ask the Assembly to commit them- 
selves at this stage to accept the pnnciple of Imperial Preference”. I 
ask the House to mark the words of the Finance Member, “We could 
not” Sir, I think the words are deliberately used Imperial Preference 
can only be given according to the Colonial Conference Eesolution of 
1902, after full protection is ajfforded to the indigenous industry The 
F;iscal Commission’s Report, page 120, paragraph 216, has this — the head- 
ing as, “The Principles of Impenal Preference” “The points of chief 
importance which emerge from this Resolution’ — that is the Resolution of 
the Colonial Conference of 1902 — “are” — I will read. Sir, the most import- 
ant one — ““that there was no question of the Dominions abating their 
protectionist policy, and no idea of establisEmg free trade within the 
Empire” It is admitted. Sir, that if the protection given by the Gov- 
ernment of India with their pioposal to the Cabinet was alone to be given, 
it would not be adequate protection It w^as 4 per cent increase in 
revenue duty and 3^ annas minimum on gre> goods, and Government 
have come to the conclusion that this is not adequate And Imperial 
Preference can only come after adequate protection is assured Further 
Sir, Condition No 4 says that, ‘‘The preference given should be wholly 
voluntary, and should not go beyond what the circumstances of each unit 
might reasonably permit” What I wish to point out is that it should not 
be protection given under a certain set of circumstance^^, which are either 
created or which happen to come about It should be something offered 
voluntarily by the countrv offering preference And the last condition 
Sir, is that the United Kingdom should, if possible, grant certain preference 
in return None of these, I submit, exist today But I was a little sur- 
Drised when mv friend, Mr Birla, emphasised the Imperial Preference 
aspect Mr Birla, Sir, is one of the five Indian Members of that Commis- 
sion who signed the ^Minonty Report At least two names out of these 
five command great confidence in the Ilodian public today, and thev are 
the names of my friend himself and of the distinguished Chairman of that 
(''ommission, Sir Ibrahim Rahimtulla whose name is well known through- 
out the length and breadth of this country The Minority Report, Sir, 
in Chapter IV, under the heading “Imperial Preference”, — mv fnend 

himself is a signatory to it — says this: 

“The principle of Imperial Preference implies the uncontrolled power of initiating 
grantmj?, vaiying and withdrawing preference from tune to tune, consistently with each 
country's interest and on lines which are not injunous to itself India must therefore 
poasese the same supreme powers aa are enjoyed by the Dominions before Imperial 
Preference can become for her a matter of practical politics India has not yet reached 
Dominion Status ’’ 

Mr, C^anshyam Daa Birla: May 1 in<jviire if the Honourable Member 
wishes to suggest that this is somethiijg worse than Imperial Prefer$hce? 

Sir Purshotamdaa Thakurdat: I am telling the Hoiise that what ie 
before the House is not Imperial Rreif€(rence according to his Minon^ 
Report 

Mr. Shanahyam Baa Birla: It is something worse than that? 
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Sir PorshotaziidM muknrdas: I will oome to it presently tf the Hon> 
ourable Member will have a little patience 

Then, Sir, a little later they say more in the same strain But I must 
lif't take very long m my speech, and I may take it for granted that this 
part of the House knows what is in the Report I think I have quoted 
sufficiently to point out that, even according to the Minonty Report of my 
fnend, what is being offered today and what is under discussion m the 
House 18 not Imperial Preference as defined in the Report 

Now, Sir, the policy followed by the Government of India, so far, la 
not a policy of ''protection ', noi as my friend the Honourable the Com- 
merce Me mber reminded me earlier this Session, is it full fledged protection^ 
Imperial Preference can only, as far as I am able to understand the Colo- 
nial Conference Resolution, come in after full protection is assured to the 
industry concerned The policy of the Government of India is of protec- 
tion with discnmmation 

Now, I wish to ask my friends of the Nationsdist Party whether it is 
not wrong to apply the term Imperial Preference to this, for the simple 
reason that India is not independent enough m her own house to enjoy 
that pnvilege, and secondly, because there is nothing that we stand to 
gain today Irom the United Kingdom in return for this concession which 
the Government of India are offering to the United Kingdom 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Is it not the case of Government themselves that^ 
so far as fiscal matters go, India does enjoy the position of a Dominion ? 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas* I am not here to defend the policy of the 
Government I am only trying to put befoie the House the way I read the 
position in this Bill ]\Iy friend s question perhaps is meant for the Trea- 
sury Benches, and I am sure the Honourable the Commerce Member will 
give him a satisfactory reply if he can 

There is, Sir, further this question Many m this House feel, and indeed 
the\ have said so, that they do not wish the relations of India in any way 
antagonised with either Japan or Ital> or Holland, or indeed with any 
other country which exports piece-goods to India Now, I ask Members 
on this side of the House if they have anv voice todav in connection with 
India's relations with any foreign powers? When Imperial Preference 
3 an be given bv this House, will not the House consider the question of the 
OMSting commercial treaties and the developments, both international ar^ 
others, perhaps of a senous nature, wRich may result as a consequence pf 
;heir policy? Can the House todav be said to be responsible fcff it? I 
rai sure every Honourable Member who is opposed to this will at once say 
Rat we are not and we- cannot be responsible foi it, beoauae have no 
^oiee m it I am only mentioning this pa order to bnng^home my point 
;hat the idea of saying that what is being offered is Imperial Preference is 
vrong It may be, Sirr a very convement method q£ expressing what 
have in mind. I wish to make it clear, gir, that there is no Impe- 
•ial Pre|erence which can be given bv this House in the present condi- 
(ion of India’s fiscal policy, and in the present condition and position of 
ny and the elected Members in this House 

Ifip. Stfir Ptisdya: Bv what other nahae will the Hbnodrahle 

if ember call thfa difference of o per cent In favour eff lAndi^hfre, Jf ft 
vas not preference^ ,i 
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Sir Pursbotamdas Thakurda*: Sir, I therefore conclude that this is not 
Impenal Preference as it should be understood All the same it metes 
out special treatment to U K goods Government sa;^ that these U K 
goods do not compete with Indian goods Those who are opposed to this 
Bill say that they do compete Government point out that this measure 
IS not intended by them to help the expansion of India's textile industry 
but onh to enable it to live and escape the ctisis It is de\ised, according 
to the Goveinment, as an emergent measure At the worst, therefore, the 
measure that is before the House can be m force for onls three >ears, and 
it can be modified at the end of three ^>ear8 Granting that 

the burden on the Indian consumer is higher to the extent of the 

protection conferred on the United Kingdom, the propositaon, 
simplv put, reduces itself to this — is it advisable for this House 

to save the Indian textile industry in which — according to Mr H P 

Mody — about 100 crores of capital is invested, from further depreciation 
for a limited period of three \ears, with the extra burden which ma'v be 
thrown, or w’hieb will be thrown, if vou prefer it, on the Indian consumer 
by this protection offered by the Government of India to the United 
Kingdom? The worst charge against the Bill can be that it affords pro- 
tection to U K lndustr^^ simultaneously with the Indian industry This 
Assembly must weigh the scales with this and decide which is the heavier 
of the two scales I hope that my Honourable friends w^ho interrupted me 
to ask what this uas if not Impenal Preference will bo satisfied that I have, 
at least, put forward the issue in a clear and unmistakable manner 

Mr. Ohanahyam Daa Blrla: I have no dispute if the Honourable Mem- 
ber wants to call it protection to U K 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdaa* You can call it that I will not differ 
about the wording If my Honourable friend wants to call it in the way 
ho has called it, I w'lll not take exception to it I want to have the issue 
as clearly put before the House as poss’blo, and let us then understand 
whether as practical business-men, those who wish w^ell of the Indian 
textile industry can come to some common conclusion 

Mr. Amar Kath DuU (Burdwan Division Mon Muhammadan Bural) 
There are idealists here 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdaa: I beg your pardon I had overlooked 
you In the peculiar circumstances in which the industry is placed at 
present, my Chamber thinks that protection should bo afforded to the 
Indian textile industry This in short is the question and there is no 
fear of a precedent in this connection being quoted later 

I agree that, if the industry were in a position to stand further trial, 
it may be desirable for it, as my Honourable friend Mr Birla reccanmended, 
to oppose this form of protection in the hope that, if the Indian textile 
industry refuses this protection now and waits for a few months longer, 
they may get more Now^ Sir, I know that my Honourable fnend is him* 
self engaged and interested in this indtrttiTi but I also know that there 
are representative bodies interested in this industry direct, speaking in 
the names of, shall I say, 75 per cent 6f the mills interested in the textile 
industry all over India These bodies infonn us and indeed Mr Mody 
has definitely said so on the floor of tfiis House, fehat it would be dangerous 
to expose this industry to further onslaught and cornpetltion from abroad 
In shcMrt, the position therefore is this. Does the Assembly make the 
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economic aspect of the problem subordinate to what may be the political 
aspect of it? I understand, Sir, that socialism says, where we can progresa 
with the present order, it may be achieved, and I understand that com- 
munism preaches — Bring about political revolution first and then or rather 
thereafter try to secure the economic equalit\ For business men it would 
not be unpatriotic nor would be inexcusable if the\ decided that the prin- 
ciple of socialism might be accepted, especialh when, as m this case, it is 

for a limited period of three \ears I feel, Sir, that I shall 

at least be credited with having put the reasons ^vhv mv Chamber have 
decided to favour This Bill in a manner which is impartial and which is 
not clouded by anv other issue 

Mr. T. Prakasam (East Godavan and West Godavari cum Knstna: 
Non-Muhammadan Bural) Is it impartial? 

Sir Purshotmdas Thakurdas: Tha<- is for the House to judge I do not 
think I need repeat that it is so All I can say is» that I have honestly 

tiled to think over it, most serioush since the !6udget was presented and 

with great oppression on m;v mind, at times, and I have tried to put before 
the House what strikes me till now. according to my limited capacity, as a 
fail prcsei tation of the problem 

Sir, it must, I am sure, have struck the Honourable Members on the 
Treasury Benches, “Why all this opposition to this Bill if the Bill is con- 
cened accoidmg to them in the best interests of the Indian industry and is 
to be m force only for three short ^ear8?“ Let me tell them that the real 
reason is the past hl8tor^ in connection with the textile imports from the 
United Kingdom into India, which is dark and not such as to make Indians 
not suspicious I do not wish to give any instances in this connection I 
know it IS not pleasant to manv to hear them but I cannot help quoting 
Sir W Joynson Hicks (now Lord Brentford) who said, some time back, 
and I am quoting from an extract which I eame across in the Bombay 
Chronicle Sir W Jovnson Hicks is reported to have said this 

“We did not conquer India for the beneht of the Indians I know it is said in 
missionary meetings that we ^’>nqueied India to raise the level of the Indians That 

catn't We conquered India as the outlet for the goods of Great Britain We 
conquered India by the sword and by the sword we should hold it I am not such 
a hypocrite as to say that we hold India for the Indians We hold it as the finest 
outlet for British goods in general and for Lancashire cotton goods m particnlar “ 

Dr. A. Sulurawardy (Burdwan and Presidency Divisions Muhammadan 
Kural)* That is why we ought to give preference to Lancashire? 

Sir PttnhotamdaA TbAkurda#: I am leaving the decision to you^ 

Dr. A. Suhrawiidy : Thank you 

Sir PnrthoUmdas Thakurdas: With this mentality o! British states- 
men, with the history of Great Britain regarding the cotton textile in- 
dustry till now, 18 it £my wonder that we in this House, and in fact the 
whble of the Indian public, should fight very shy of whatever may be devi- 
led, with whatever high motives and ever so innocently, by my HConourable 
fefends on the Treasury Benches? There may be a good deal in my friend 
Mr. Birla's ajiprehension that, once protection is allowed to the United 
Kinj^pfi in the Indian maiket, it may not be easily removable. The 
coi^^ bf this will depend upon* the future relations of India and lEngland. 
If it q bontented India under the British Crown, I expect that there xvil! 
be room for plenty of deliberate Imperial Preference for U R. gobdS with 
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the free vote and goodwill of representatiTes of the people of India in this 
House hereafter If it is a depressed India in bondage of England, then 
all that 1 can say is, God help both England and India 

SiE, I have now put before the House my frank reasons for supporting 
this Bill I wish to quote, in support of what I have said, from a tele- 
gram which I received from my Chamber, and I will only quote one oi 
two sentences from it The telegram says 

“If there wa» any guarantee that adequate protection would be forthcoming 
immediately without any element of what is called Imperial Preference, Committee 
would harve unhesitatingly accepted it in preference to the proposals put forward (by 
Government) CommittoM feel that they have been compelled, in absence of any alterna- 
tive, reluctantly to accept Government proposals rather than see this national industry 
in which all parts of India are interested, wiped out of existence which would be a 
calEimity not to Bombay city alone but to the whole country ’’ 

1 think, Sir, after this, there should be no question of the motives 
of those on this side of the House who support this Bill I have, for 
purposes of my remarks today, taken for granted all the worst apprehensions 
of my Honourable friends '^ho oppose this Bill Similarly, my support 
to this Bill IS under circumstances which are unavoidable 

Sir, the unenviable position of the Indian industry could not have been 
bettor exemplified than by what has been clear on the floor of the House 
during the last three da\s It has been necessary for some represents 
tiies of Indian commerce and industry to get up from their seats and 
plead before their fellow Members here, v-hosc solicitude for India’s 
national industry cannot possiblv be questioned, for support of this Bill 
I 8Uf,jgest that the villain of the whole piece as not the Indian millowner 
but the existing transitory stage of the reforms and the unenviable position 
in which wo are from the constitutional point of view Sir, the approval 

of (he liCgislative Assernbh, to this Bill, if secured must be regarded 

as the inevitable result of the circumstances in which we are placed, and 
must be regarded as one which left no option to those who support this 
Bill But there is a touch of morbid humour for some and humiliation 
for others m the discussion before this House When a part of the country 
18 actively pleading for independence and for bo\cott of foreign cloth, we 
m the Legislature are being asked to give protection to a British industry 
as it has been called, and indeed, is bound to be in the eyes of the public 

outside What a moment to choose for such a gesture to Great Bntam I 

If this gesture of goodwill from the Government of India to the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain, Sir, is to be useful, to the Uri ted Kingdom, it is 
not imhkelv to foment agitation in this country' for not only boycott of 
foreign goods but, I am afraid, for boycott of British goods I am l^rry 
for the psychological moment which iMis beisen selected for this measure 
i* very much wish, Sir, that it were possible for the Government of India 
to avoid this unfortunate moment for the expression of this friendly 
gesture Ag far as we are concerned, I ow^ssore my Honourable fnenda 
on my right that there is no pleasure to anyone of us to support the Bill 
and to vote in a different lobby. It 1$ them ihat we feel that we are the 
victims of ibe circumstances m which the oountry and tlie oonstututiou 
of the country at the moment is If there if anv feehng wh-toh is 
most m the minds of Indians who vote.fef^ this Bill, I diiould not be^iur- 
piised if it is a feeling of humiliatKHi beoaufe they are the victims of 
the cireumstanoes in which the country is placed today 
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Sir the measure is said to be an emergency- measure, designed to 
give immediate relief, and an immediate stimulus to the industry Will 
it be effective ? Who are the best customers of the productions of Indian 
mills, and even of Lancashire mills? I have no doubt the reply can be 
only one, namely, the masses The Right Honourable Mr. Snowden, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, a few months back, is rep<»*ted to have 
said somewhere that, if he could only increase the purchasing power of 
the masi'‘b ot India by something, however, tmy and small, he would get 
all custom which might be necessary in order to keep the mills in 
Lancashire going I propose to quote to the House from a speech delivered 
by the Marquess of Linlithgow-- at Rangoon on 7th November, 1927, when 
he was in India The Noble Marquess said 

“Raise the purchasing power of the ryot, and in one stroke you will give to the 
industry, to manufactures, and to commerce in general an extended field for service 
The prosperity of the factor\ is linked indissolubly, and to their mutual ad\antage, 
with the productivity of the field Industry requires raw materials and markets for 
finished products The cultivator sees in a prosperous industrial population an ever 
increasing market for the produce that he grows ” 

I wish to ask whether, with all the protection w-lich is eusuied either 
for Indian manufactures or for British manufactures Government have 
made sure that there is, amongst the customers of these two, which at 
present appear to be the object of sobc tude of the Government of India, 
that power which can realH keep thos^ two going It strikes me that vve 
are, or rather the Guvernment of India are, following a policv which I 
cannot put in more apt words than the words wh’ch vou, Mr President, 
at least can fulh understand 

A(jai dor, pceihc choi ” 

(The crowd runs ahead the thief is behind ) In ordinary course % 
crowd follows a thief in older to catch him but in this case the crowd 
luns ahead to catch the thief, who is behind 

What about the purchasing power of the masses, the royal class of 
customers both of Lancashire and the Indian text le industries? I 
close my remarks wath this question which I particularly direct towards 
my Honourable friends on the Treasuu Benches, Sir George Schuster and 
Sir GeoT,ge Rainy 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions Non-Muham- 
madhn Rural) Sir, the Honourable the Deputy Leader of the Independent 
Party, with a great deal of hesitation, asked and answered the question 
"Who IS the vdlaan of the piece”? He said that it was not the mill- 
owner, and I agree with him The millowner is the victor , he is not the 
villain And even so the victims are the masses for whom he 
12 Noon pleaded so apologeticalK The villain of the piece, if I may say 
so without meaning much offence,^ without meaning any offence, is the 
Honourable the Commerce Member He is the villain of the piece 'for fehie 
particular reason Whenever he wants to do something for a national in 
dustry — and 1 am wntHing to grant that it is a national industry — ^he puts 
the nation on the horns of a dilemma The capitalists are a pnrt of the 
nation, even as the follovp-ers of Diwan Chatnan Lall ! But the 'Hbnour 
able the Commerce Member delisrhts to put the entire nation on the feorm 
ht a dilemma He says, if vou want proteotion-^and we most eeHainlv 
y<^^|||jprdtection for the Bombay industries, — then you must at. the same 
tune be prepared to give the "special proteotimi” for Lancashire! That u 



2470 


LUOISTJ^TIVS ASSEMBLY 


[26Tn Mar 1980, 


[Mr. 0. 8 Bangs Iyer J 

fche whole problem Protection for the millowners of Bombay and special 
protection for Lancashire! I wonder whether the Honourable the Deputy 
Leader of the Independent Paity will accept that descnptive phrase 
* 'special protection" Obviously the Honourable the Deputy Leader of 
the Independent Party is not listening to what I am saying Well, Sir, 
after having made a speech, Parliamentary formality expects him to answer 
a question from a subsequent speaker 

Sir Parshotamdaa Thakurdaa : I am sorry 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: I am glad that the Honourable the Deputy 
Leader of the Independent Party is willing to answer my question I 
wanted to ask him whether he is prepared to agree to that description ot 
what I may call "special protection for Lancashire" He does not like the 
word preference, but is he also prepared to call that "special protection" 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : It has been so-called by the Honourable 
the Finance Member 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: 1 know that the Honourable the Finance Mem- 
ber has called it "special protection", but I wanted to know if a repre- 
sentative of the great commercial interests in India is also willing to call 
it "special protection", because I attach equal importance to his descnp- 
tion of the same thing 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah (Bombay City Muhammadan Urban) Surely the 
Honourable Member can see that in the Bill itself Surely the Bill itselt 
18 very clear and if the Honourable Member has read it, he \^ould see 
that it does impose a differential duty 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Therefore we have also the Honourable the 
Leader of the Independent Party agreeing to this 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: The Bill says so It is not my opinion 

Sir Pnrtholamdas Thakurdas: I am always willing to give any informa- 
tion which I can to the Honourable Member, but I am afraid, Sir, that 
I am not able to follow his question clearly I have ,put, from the practi- 
cal point of v;ew of a mere merchant, my view of the case and I have 
nothing further to add to what I have already said 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: I know the Honourable Member has nothmg 
further to add I was only asking whether he agreed to the description 
of the kind of protection given to England, as a special protection — pro- 
tection on the one side and special protection on the other I should like 
to know why we should be asked to grant "special protection" to England 
I am quite willing to grant protection to the Bombay industnes That 
as what the Leader of my P^artv wdnts I cannot understand, however, 
why either the Honourable the Finance Member or the Honourable Mem- 
bers on the Independent Benches should esk us to grant special protectiOD 
to England 

Sir PurahoUmdas Thakurdas: I am very sorry that my Honourable 
friend thinks that I agree with or approve of what the Glovemment are 
offennff T have tned to put forward my view, wad if it suits my lEfonour- 
able fnend, Mr Banga Iyer, to distorfi my view, I cannot help it. H$ can 
go on repeating his own version. 
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Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: I beg the Honourab^O Menabor s pardon, if he 
thinks I am repeating my own version I am only stating a matter of 
fact which the Honourable Member cannot deny, namely, that he is in 
agreement with this Bill 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: I am not 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: His vote will show 

Sir Purshotamdaa Thakurdas: If I vote for this Bill, if I support this- 
Bill, I support it under circumstances which leave me no option 

Sardar Kartar Singh (East Punjab. Sikh) He is not a free agent. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: I must, in all fairness, admit that the Honourable 
the Deputy Leader of the Independent Party is supporting this Bill under 
circumstances over which he has no control But I should like to know 
whether the special circumstances that prevail and wLich compel the 
Leader and the Deputy Leader of the Independent Party to take a parti- 
cular course of action — I should like to know whether the special circum- 
stances that govern them will also be taken into consideration 1^ those in 
England who are carrying on a propaganda for sjiecial Imperial Preference 
The Honourable the Deputy Leader of the Independent Party quoted, by 
way of justification of the Government measure, the opinion 
of the Honourable the Finance Member, saying that it was 
not Imperial Preference Of course my Party has through 
out maintained, and I do maintain, and I shall presently 
prove, that it is Imperial Preference But I am first willing to tedie my 
stand on the ground which the great Leader of the Independent Party 
enunciated 'yesterday, and which hig principal lieutenant in this House- 
endorsed today And, Sir, the Deputy Leader of the Independent Party 
said that it w’as not Imperial Preference and by way of authority . 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: I think the Honourable Member is misrepresentingr 
and I do appeal to him, to his sense of fairness, that he should not go 
on repeatedly misrepresenting what I have said, and if he has not under- 
stood what I said, I should like him to get a copy of that speech of mine 
and carefully read it 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: I accept the Honourable Member’s challenge^ 
I am not misrepresenting him I shall read what he said 

Dr. A. Snhrawardy: Not misquote him either 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: I am not misquoting, nor misrepresenting. He 
said that, “Imperial Preference can only be either a reciprocal arrangement 
between twc free nations or a voluntarv gift from one to another^* and 
now his Deputy quoted the Honourable the Emanc© Member as having^ 
said that it was not Imperial Preference and he ... 

Mr, M. A. yinnah: Sir, that is not my speech. I do not know what 
the Honourable Member is quoting from 

Mf. 0. S. Banga lyeT: The quotation that I just read out is from tip 
Honomable Member’s s|>eeoh. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnali: Where did he it from? 
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Hr. 0* 8. Bailga J^er: I got it from the local newspaper report (Criei 
of ‘Oh I Ohl’ and Laughter) 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: 1 appeal to the Honourable Member, who has got 
considerable experience as a journalist, how speeches are reported m the 
newspapers 

Mr. 0. 8. Banga Iyer: It is the report of the Associated Press. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: it is all the same 

Mr. 0. 8. Banga Iyer: I am glad that the Honourable Member has 
repudiated the report of his speech by the Associated Press, namely, hu 
interpretation of Imperial Preference I thought, Sir, the Honourable the 
Leader of the Independent Party almost said yesterday that this was not 
Impenal Preference 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: I never said that This is deliberate misrepresenta- 
tion now I have said it over and over again that I never said that 

Mr. 0. 8. Banga Iyer* Then, I am glad that the Honourable the Leader 
of the Independent Party concedes that this is Imperial Preference Now 
that he concedes that this is Imperial Preference, my difficulty has been 
minimised Are we or are we not to vote for Imperial Preference? Sc 
far as my Party is concerned, it will not agree to it and so far as the 
country is concerned, it will not agree to it either 

Now, I shall deal with what the Honourable Member’s Deputy has said 
He said, it was not Imperial Preference The Honourable Leader of the 
Independent Party (Mr Jinnah) did not say so Therefore he will have 
to settle his dispute with his own lieutenant 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdaa: Leave it to us, and proceed with >our 
speech 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer. Mr Jinnah does think it is Imperial Preference, 
while Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas thinks it is not, I am now concerned 
only with the latest speech on the subject and I say that this is Imperial 
Preference, because, Sir, Imperial Preference is preference showm bv one 
part of the Empire to another of the Empire, against a country which does 
not belong to the Empire That is Imperial Preference pure and simple 
In this there are three countries involved, and all the three countries are 
mentioned in the Statement of Objects and Reasons printed and presented 
to us relating to this Bill One is Japan, the other country is India, and 
the third country is England I would put it like this, first England, 
second India and thirdly Japan Now, India is a part of the Bntish 
Empire, England is a part of the British Empire and Japan is not a part 
of the British Empire 

India gives, under this Bill, preference to England, India discriminates - 
against Japan This is pure and simple Imperial Preference The 
Honourable representative of the Bcapbay Mill industry interpreted, if I 
am not misrepresenting him, that Imperial Preference meant reciprocitv 
of obligations. 

Mr. H. P. Mody: Reciprocity of bouedts , 

0. S. Banga Iyer: I am to bo corrected Tbere is xecmrocal 

benefit accnimg both to the millov^ers of Bombay and the mUlOwners of 
England from this Bill (Laughter.) Bombay gets protection The mill- 
owners in England, according tb the offibijiJ kn^agc, get special ^tee'tion 
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Therefore there is reciprocity of benefits Now thei^ according to hit own 
definition here is a case of Imperial Preference pure and sunple I do not 
know if Mr Jinnah 8 €^d yesterday, at least he is reported to have so eaid, 
that Impenal Preference must be in the nature of a voluntary gift 

Mr. H. A. Jinnah: Sir, may I instruct the Honourable Member? I 
merely stated that, as I understand the principle of Impenal Preference, 
it can be either as a reciprocity or as a voluntary gift That was merely 
my idea of v^hat I understand to be Impenal Preference I said nothing 
more and nothing less 

Mr. 0. S. Eanga Iyer; I am glad to know that The Honourable 
gentleman’s idea is quite correct For the present case, it is crystalcleaif. 
Impenal Preference is not a voluntary gift, but an involuntary surrender on 
the part of those (The rest of the sentence was drowned m 

laughter ) And in spite of the very reasoned, the very appealing and the 
very enthusiastic speech which he delivered, I do not think the Deputy 
Leader of the Independent Party csm make us agree with his dictum that 
this is not Imperial Preference Even though he has quoted his own 
Chamber in regard to that, — and he has quoted it in the best interests 
of the country, of which I have no doubt — even though he has quoted the 
Honourable the Finance Member to assure this House that this is not 
Imperial Preference which he is an\iou« we should not be committed to, I 
have one very great difficulty, and that is this We are dealing with England 
We had the assurance of the Honourable the Commerce Member vesterday 
that this action has been taken bv Government on their own initiative and 
without any inspiration from outside I do not for a moment suggest that 
he was inspired by the great propaganda that was being earned on in 
England by the megaphones of Imperialism, the Daily Mail, the Bothermero 
and the Beaverbrook groups, all of which wanted Empire free-trade and all 
of which have merged themselves finally m the partv of Mr Baldwin, the 
principal plank on whose platform is nothing else and nothing more than 
Impenal Preference Sir, I am reading from the Morning Post, the official 
organ of the Conservative Party in England * 

‘‘The official policy of the Coneervative Party, aa summed up by its leader Mr 
Stanley Baldwin, la, safeguarding, Imperial Preference, Imeprial rationahaation and 
Ipiperial co operation ” 

I do not know whether there is rationalisation or Impenal co-operation 
here It is not certainly co-operation between a dependency and a country 
which 18 governing it at present It is most certainly Imperial Preference. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: It is * ‘India, Peace or War?” 

Mr. 0. 8. Bangs Iyer: Yes This is certainly Impenal Preference. 
(Laughter ) 

Bir, I ako find in the Morning Post the die-hard correspondent at Delhi 
of that die-hard paper desenbing what the signi^canpe M the passing of 
this Bill would bej and he says: 

*Tf this Imperial Preference in this amended form is accepted by the Aasemt^, 

U not because the nnofficial leaders here reepect the mandate of the preeent SoetiuiM 
OeMenuBent, m whom they are beginning to kee oonfldence, but becauee ib^ wkfa to 
iNto ^ Goterameni <ti I^a by eadoreing the plea of the Eight Hononrable Staid^ 
Bafihrin in behalf of Bm|nre ptMerence.” 
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Well, Sir, I know the manner in which propaganda hag been, ciwried on 
m England on behalf of Impenal Preference Sir Purshotamdag Thakur* 
das, whom I do not find now in hig seat, will not be quoted by the great 
Conservative Party 

Hr. M. A. Jinnah: Sir, I may inform the Honourable Member that 
he has' deputed me here to look after his interests (Laughter ) 

Mr. 0. S. Bangs Iyer: The Leader of the Independent Part), who is 
acting as deputy ioi his Deput) Leader (Laughter ) will X hope correct me 
li 1 am not correctly representing Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas Sir 
Purshotamdas Thakurdas denied on the floor of this House, and quoted in 
support of his denial, the Honourable the Finance Member that this is 
not Imperial Prefeiencc But when the Conservative Part), from whose 
othoial programme and policy I have just quoted, launch their campaign 
in England, I do not think even the Leader of the Independent Party 
will say that the speech of his Deputy will be quoted or even be recognised 
during the great election campaign in England, or for that matter, when 
the Conservative “Govemment comes to power I do not want that Con- 
servative England should have an opportunity of saymg, at the forthcoming 
election to the great democracy of Bntain, that India is committed to 
Imperial Preference The Conservative Party, I must frankly say, is not 
our friend at present The Leader of the Conservative Party had most 
certainly taken a friendly attitude, but the very fact that he has surren- 
dered since to tile Ilothermere gang and the Beaverbiook gang only shows 
that the real party, so far as India is concerned, is not the Conservative 
Party but the Conservative die-hards The die-hards are the salt of the 
earth (Laughter ) and thcv are certainly the salt of the Conservative Party 
And what is their programme‘s Their policy is, “No more surrender to 
India”, “Imperial Preference” and so on and so forth I am quoting 
this from the Nation and Athen(rn7n which has published an extract from 
the party programme, “Impermr Preference and no more surrender to 
India ” 'J’his is lord Rothermcre’s manifesto on behalf of his party, 
which has since merged itself in the Conservative Party after the explana- 
tion that Mr Baldwin gave, when he explained Empire free-trade as the 
goal of his policv and that for the time being he would take his stand on 
Imperial Preference, 


Lieut. -OblonBi H. A. J. Gidney (Nominated Anglo-Indians)* Lord 
Bothermere had not joined with the Baldwin or Conservative group when 
he made the statement, “no further surrender to India This he stated 
months betore he joined Mr Baldwin and to attribute either to Mr 
Baldwin or the Conservative Party this statement is to mislead the House 
and has a sinister motive 


Mr. 0. S. Banga Ijrtr: Mr Baldwin issued the following invitation to 
Lord Bothermere, published in the Morning Post of February, 2^. He 
said 


party in thi« country* c«a At dl« pmefnt adofit Bmpir« free4>wMl# 
wWcn IS ^ donnfc tha iroaJ that wn But the omiy bnwmeet-Uke mtiliod 

with which to atari the journey towarda the' great ideal is th«t‘ in the nflbial 

Conairvativt policy of aafeguarding, Imperiid Preference ” etc 
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After this memorable appeal of Mr Baldwm to the Bofchennere and 
other groups, they merged themselves in the Baldwm group, and we have 
to deal with the official policy of the Conservative Party and the ^al of the 
Kotbermere group Taking these two things together, I will not a party 
to the policy of making this Assembly play the part of a handmaid to 
British Conservative Imperialism And that will be the interpretation that 
will be put, that is being put, that has already been put on it, because the 
Times, m an editorial, appealed to India to pass this measure of Iinperial 
Preference with a view to get the sympathy of England I do not propose 
to rsk for the s\mpathy of England by giving them a bribe, for this is 
nothing more or nothing less than a bribe (Heai, hear ) But at the same 
time I fully grant the very difficult position in which the repre^-entatives 
from Bombav are placed Sir, the very tactful, lucid, clever speech of the 
Honourable the Leader of the Independent Party j^-sterday made it quite 
clear to us that he was supporting this Bill, not because he liked the 
opportunity to discnj^iinate in favour of England, but because he w'as 
nfraid that this Bill would be wTecked if it was amended in the manner 
in winch the Leader of my Party sought to amend it It is not because 
ho IS in love with this Bill, but he feels that he is on the horns of a dilemma 
and he feels that, somehow or other, he must help the Bombay indu'^try 
I feel, Sir, that we, who are for a policy of protection, so far as the 
industries of India are concerned, are in the same difficulty There is no 
getting away from it (Hear, hear) Just as they have weighed the pros 
and cons of the question and come to the conclusion that it is necessary to 
sacrffice this bit of idealism for what is practical, even so w^e have come 
to the conclusion that it is necessary to sacrifice what seems a little 
piaotical lest we should be interpreted as having committed ourselves to 
a policy of Imperial Preference fi aught with danger to the future of our 
mdu«»trie 8 The assurances of the Honourable the Finance Member may 
be very good But they are not binding on him, because his constituency 
18 not m India, but his constituency is, Sir, nothing more than the great 
Biitish Government For these reasons, it would be impossible for us to 
give our support to what is Impenal Preference I say it is Imperial 
Preference, even as the Deputy Leader of the Independent Party said it is 
not Impenal Preference I am sure, if it is interpreted as Imperial Pre 
ference, he will be the first man m India to stand up and emphatically 
pretest against it, and it is with a view to guard himself for the future, 
that he himself has said it is not Imperial Preference (Applause ) I quite 
appreciate the very diplomatic, very far-reaching effect of that protest 
against the future interpretation of this policy as Impenal Preference Now, 
Sir, to the official denials 

They said they are not asking this House to commit itself to Imperial 
Preference. I do not attach much importance to what they ask and that 
thev do^Bot ask. For mstance, I do not accept their demals and eonfirtoif- 
fcions They deny that we are the representatives of the people They 
defny that we are organised m and out of this House They fiay we are a 
vjerv microscopic minority We do not accept their denials. For my part, 
I refuse ho accept their denials that this is Imperial Preference, for the 
simple reason that their denial is not binding on the British Govemthent^ 
mere official denials cannot liquify hard facts m regard to the Ihdiati 

f with regard to the tariff, we must be grateful to thf Xieader of 

Ihe Iridepc^QH^nt Party to have quoted to this House the auth<^ity of the 

b9 
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Secretary of State We must also be grateful for the ruling that you Mr 
RrcHident gave on that point and again when you invited the Membei’s of 
the Executive Council to assimilate themselves to the position of Ministers 
It they were Ministers, if they had a constituency, if they had an election 
to face, I am sure they would not have been a party to a policy of Imperial 
I’referenoe They would not have taken the position that this is not Im- 
perial Preference I do not for a moment say that their intentions are not 
tiue They may honestly feel and say this is not Imperial Preference, but 
they have no power over the forces that preside in their owm country and 
thev have no power to interpret awav the interpretations of their supenor 
authority Sir, tariff autonomy has not been granted It is ]ust as well 
that Mr. Wedg.wCKxi Benn knows that tariff autonomv has been denied on 
the floor of this House by the Commerce Member when he repeated his 
own view in the course of the exceedingly convincing speech of the Honour- 
able the Leader of the Independent Party on the question of tanff auto- 
nomy What did the Honourable the Commerce Member say? He said, 
'T have come to this House with my mind made up I have come* to this 
House either to endorse this Bill if it is passed in the manner in which I 
want it to be passed, or I have made up my mind to put it into the waste- 
paper basket If >ou amend it as the Leader of the Nationalist Party 
wants it to be amended, we will have nothing to do w^hatever with the 
Jhll If on the other hand you amend it as the verj intelligent late Mem- 
ber of the Swaraj Psrty has amended it, if it is amended in that subtle 
manner without affecting the principle of the Bill, then I will accept the 
Biir' That 18 not tariff autonomy That is not consulting the House 
That is holding a pistol to the heads of the Members of this House and tell- 
ing them, "Take this Bill or go without protection for your Bombay indus- 
tries". (Interruption ) The Honourable gentleman who represents tho 
Anglo-Indian community in this House says it is "tariff monopoly" 

Lieut. -Oolonel H. A. J. Gldney: Tanff monotony 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: He is so monotonous that he says this is tanff 
monopoly. (An Honomable Member "Tariff monotony ") Call it 
monopoly or call it autocracy or call it anything you like Tariff autonomy 
does not exist It is much better that the socialists, sitting on the Treasury 
Benches in Westminster, should abstain from believing m things that are 
not true Tariff autonomy has not been granted to us, and it is good that 
iHia Mtijesty’s Government have been taught by the Honourable the Com- 
merce Member, an important Member of the Viceroy’s Executive Council, 
that His Majesty’s Secretary of State was talking through his hat Sir, 
it 18 a repudiation of the Secretary of the State by a Member of the Viceroy’s 
Executive Council Nothing more and nothing less than a strong, clear, 
forcible, emphatic repudiation of His Majesty’s Secretary of State who, 
to see the Indian feelings, perhaps, said that, "Tariff autonomy has been 
granted to India", "Dominion Status is m action" Well, nobody in this 
House has said we are a Dominioin, or that there is Dominion Status m 
action It 18 good, it is necessary* that the Socialist Government should 
know that wh^ they are trying to in England is being undone in this 
part of the world, and it is undone in letter and in spirit in this important 
measure They are giving us Impenal Preference and they are saying it 
is not Impenal Preference Soft words tannot liquify hard facte, and 
whether the Bombay industries are gdng to be ben^ted or not, I am noi 
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going to take my stand on the question of Impanal Preference to whicL 
I am not going to be a part> Sir, yesterday a nominated Member from 
Bengal m a very energetic speech (An Honourable Member' ‘‘Madras’’] 
a nominated Member, the Editor of the Bengalee of Calcutta (An Honour- 
able Member “He comes from your o^\n province ”), in a very energetic 
speech, took exception to the presence of distinguished representatives oi 
another friendly country in the neighbourhood of this House Sir, in the 
House of Commons, when England had resumed diplomatic relations with 
Pussia, it was a pleasure to see distinguished representatives of that ™at 
country in the Distinguished Visitors Gallery We have not cut off diplo- 
matic relations with Japan That ought to be sufficient for a nominated 
Member of Government (Laughter ) 

Sir, the Honourable the Deputy Leader of the Independent Party re- 
fcired to the boycott of British goods He feared, I think, that British 
gcods were going to be bovcotted bv w^av of protest against the passing of 
this measure — I hope I am representing him correctly — while the responsi- 
bility for sowing the dragon’s teeth will be on those w^ho vote for this pro- 
position (Applause ) 

Mr. K. B. L. Agnihotri (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions Non- 
Muhammadan) Sir, I rise to oppose the Bill My opposition is not based 
on the ground that protection is being granted to the cotton mill industry , 
on the contrar\ , I have been all m\ life a supporter of protection being 
granted to the cotton mill industiy in India The cotton industry in this 
country has been a great national industry in the past, is a national todav, 
in spite of what my Honourable fncnd, Mr Chaman Lalf, may say, and 
it will continue to be a national industry m future I do' not agree with the 
view of my Honourable friend, ]\Ir Chaman Lall, wLo has got advanced 
ideas, that an industr\ is not a national industry unless it is nationalised 
That IS not the argument that I am going to advance I consider that 
every industry, which emplo\s millions of people, and which adds to the 
national wealth of the country, is a national industry, and that to support 
such a national industry should be our pnmary duty m this country Now, 
if I make any opposition today to this Bill, it is because it involves the 
prmciple of Imperial Preference Not only that, this Bill is a umque Bill, 
in that it has been brought forward for protecting an industry not in exist- 
ence m this country For instance, the manufacture of white, coloured and 
finer cotton goods is not an industry that exists in,' the country, according to 
the note circulated by the Honourable the Commerce Member, and accord- 
ing to the statement m the Report made by Mr. Hardy So we need not 
provide any protection for that Protection should be given to 8in industry 
that exists m this country, not that the protection should 
be given for an industry which does not exist in this country ; 
and that is another reason why I consider that, this 
Bill is objectionable, I am surprised to ^ow that th^ millownem of 
Bon^bay, shrewd as they are, intend to support jt I fail to understand 
how they have agreed to support it I £nd that the Boml^y millowners 
are anxious to get some support from Government m the form of a protec- 
tive duty I jam afraid it is not going to bring t^em any protecticm. I 
would tell them that it would be bett^ for them not tjo accept such a gift 
as this from the Tmasury Benches, which might have Jhe effect of ruining 
^^eir p^u Indian industry. I shall put before, ^he HLouse later whajt hRS 
b^n the history of the cotton industry in this country in the past» aiid 
ha^ been the attitude of those who^have^i^ver peen prqfessing ^hafi the 
mtemsts of this country nave always been before them, that they are the 
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and that we should have trust m them I will also say a little later 
how, even in spite of the 3^ per cent cotton excise duty, the Bombay 
cotton industry survived, not only sOrvived but gained in strength That 
will show to them that the depression which the industry is feeling at the 
present moment will not be a long lived one, and they should not be despon- 
dent What 18 offered m this Bill is not a real protection, what we have 
before us is an Imperial Preference with a loaded pistol from the Govern- 
ment Benches, when they say, ''Either have this protection with Imperial 
Preference, or you go without protection at all’* Could we not do without 
such protection? For many vears our industry has gone without such pro- 
tection, and could we not wait until we are in a position to have real pro- 
tection ourselves'^ Supposing we accept, what would be the result? The 
home industry will suffer, nay, will die out I have no doubt they are fully 
aware of Mahatma Gandhi’s movement for the production and use of 
"khaddar, the improvement .ind development of the cottage homespun in- 
dustry, and the movement of boycott of Bntish cloth which is at present in 
their favour , the Sw adeshi movement has been helping the mill industry in 
the past The British cotton industry has suffered not only because of the 
import of Japanese goods into this country, but because of the develop- 
ment of the Swadeshi movement, that gave an impetus to the Indian mill 
industry Therefore my humble submission to my friends, the Bombay 
millowners, would be that they should wait 

Mr. H. P. Mody: How long? 

Mr. K, B. L. Agnmotri: It IS a question of time If they could wait 
for about 70 years, from 1858, when the first cotton mill was erected m 
Bombay, if they could brave the situation created m 1895, and in the 
early periods inspite of the imposition of the cotton excise duty, if they 
could recover from that position, and not only recover, but develop their 
mill industry, it goes without saying that they could meet even this present 
competition from Japan No doubt the competition was due to Japanese 
favourable labour conditions, Japanese industries have benefited by women 
being employed and other favourable conditions But what do we find 
today ^ From the Honourable Sir George Bamy’s speech we find that 
labour conditions in Japan have changed, they have adopted the same 
Washington hours Convention to which India has subscribed, and m their 
mills the women are now working for shorter hours My humble submis- 
sion therefore would be that the period when full recovery is attained will 
not.be far off Sir, it may be the convention that our tanff autonomy 
consists in the joint agreement of this Legislature and the Gkivernment 
But then part of this Legislature, about half of it, with the nominated 
Members is the Government itself Of the elected Members, a majority 
of them do not want this Bill, which involves the principle of Imperial 
Prefetenoe Even the Government ^K^mselves, m their cable to the 
Secretary of State, have said that it is solely for revenue purpose^ that they 
are imposing this extra duty, in that cable they do not themselves show- 
any preference to England How can they come forward and say that 
they shall not agree to the views of the majority of elected of 

this House for that tariff autonomy which haS been panted td pis and ihat 
they shall keep to their views which different from those of the so- 
called elected representatives of the Country? No Government wlueh pro- 
fesses to stand on the strength of public bpinim can for a moment consider 
this course desirable Therefore I gtn Of opuu'on that the millownes;^ 
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should have no apprehensions of losing protection and should not accept 
this Bill Were we to refer to the Bill itself and to the speech of the 
Honourable Sir George Rainy, it would be amply clear to us that there 
18 nothing beyond the principle of Impenal Preference provided m this 
Bill It was quite a correct statement when my fnend Mr Jayakar said 
the other day, that we might call it Protection or Imperial Preference or 
pve it any other name, but preference there was in the Bill Simply 
because the Honourable Sir George Schuster happened to say to this House 
that it included only a principle of differentiation and he aid not use the 
words “Impenal Preference”, are we to conclude from that statement that 
this does not include Impenal Preference? I may refer the House to his 
speech in which he himself stated that, at this stage of the Bill, he w'as not 
prepared to ask the House to accept the principle of preference Similarly 
the Honourable Sir Georg^e Rainy also says that we should commit our- 
selves to the principle of Imperial Preference at this stage He said, if I 
were to ask the House to do that, I should be asking the House to rule 
out of discussion important amendments that were proposed m this House, 
and he meant thereby that unless and until the amendments are considered 
by this House, we cannot say that we have committed ourselves to the 
principle of Imperial Preference From this it will be clear that this is 
a measure which involved the principle of Impenal Preference, but though 
they are not at present prepared to say that Imperial Preference has been 
accepted by us for the simple reason that, if the Bill is taken to the 
amendment stage when the amendments are considered, and if the 
Imperial Preference question is thrown out, the Bill as it would emerge 
thereafter would not contain the pnnciple of Imperial Preference , other- 
wise it would certainly contain the principle of Imperial Preference 

Now, looking to the Bill as it is, what do we find? It is clearly stated 
therein that duty is to be imposed on the goods that are not of British 
manufacture It will thus be clear that it is not only a case of Imperial 
Preference, as has been inferred by us, but it is a clear case of Imperial 
Preference, which has been embodied in the Bill itself Therefore, Bir, 
any argument to the effect that the Bill does not involve any principle of 
Impenal Preference is futile and cannot be borne out by facte On the 
other hand. Sir, I do not know whether the Government Benches have 
deliberately avoided the use of the term Impenal Preference They prob- 
ably scented that there would be a strong opposition on this question of 
Impenal Preference, and so perhaps they have been careful enough not 
to use the words Impenal Preference in the body of the Bill But I would 
not blanje them for this I would rather blame ourselves that we had 
not properly attended to the Bill I do not suspect the Government 
Benches nor do I accuse them of having deliberately reframed from using 
the term Imperial Preference in this connection, thinking that, if they 
u^bd that term, the House would have known from their own statement 
that this measure would involve the prmciple of Imperial Preference, and 
the House couM have gone a step further and would not hate laboured th 
find whether or not this Bill involved any principle of Imperial Preference 
or only laid down a new and novel pnnciple of creating an enactment to 
protect the industries of England, which England heraelf is strong enough 
to protect by enacting her own laws But the question is whether wb, 
as b mere dependency or as a Dominion in ettibi^o or as a subordinllie 
branch of the British Oovemnient, should take this step of providing in 
out IswB an Act to protect the foreign IndutbKes that are not in ekistenoc 
$n ^lis country or do not compete against Ours in this country, as I have 
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pointed out, and as will he amply borne out from the Eeport of Mr Hardy, 
as also from the speech of the Government Member This is a matter for 
our serious consideiation 

My humble suggestion is that we should throw out this Bill, if for 
nothing else, at least foi this, that it involves a novel principle of creating 
a new law to protect the English industries 

Then, Sir, the second point that I wish to deal wuth is this Taking 
it for granted — and it is a fact — that this Bill involves Imperial Preference, 
the question is whether w'e should or should not support it True, as a 
dependent nation, we have no voice in the matter It is true that ^he 
Government would certifv the Bill if we throw out this present Bill But 
if the Government want to have Imperial Preference introduced, let them 
do so as they did by the imposition of cotton excise duties, and bv arti- 
ficially fixing the exchange ratio, they can certainly protect the English 
industries and give them the protection that is near to their heart, but 
we should not be a partj to it, not because personallv or individually we 
are averse to it, but the country is against it Also because we have taken 
upon ourselves the sacied duty of representing the constituencies which we 
have the honour to repre'^ent We have also taken upon ourselves the 
responsibility to put bofoic the Government what our constituencies think 
obout the present measure The Government have got the eyes to see, 
hut they will not see, the Government have the mind to think, but they 
will not think, the Government have the heart to undeistand, but they will 
not understand Were anybody with his eyes open to go into the country , 
he would be able to gauge the true feeling m the country^ The Govern- 
ment do not seem to know it Now, so far as England is concerned, what 
IS the feeling jn the country ? It is against her , I think there is hardly a 
man who has not the spiiit in him to feel that India should some day, if 
possible, be ruled by Indians themselves, that so far as possible, India 
should not remain under the tutelage of any nation, be it howsoever 
benevolent, as England claims to be, be it howsoever kindly watchful of 
our interests as England professes to be, but there is no nation in the 
world, there is no educated man in this country who has not the desire in 
his heart to have self-government, be it m Dominion form, or be at in 
form of independence, but every one of us wants self-government, in what- 
ever form it may be It may be expediency that makes us say what some 
of us say, but I have not been able to oome across any Indian who has 
once travelled across the seas or who has seen foreign countries, who has 
not brought with him the idea that India should also be on the same level 
as England or as any other self-governing oountnes m the world Even 
England has given out the idea that India should, in the fullness of time, 
have the same equality of status in Empire as any other part of the 
Empire hajp , that is, England does realise that India should also he made 
an equal partner of the Empire That may be our ultimate goal, but it is 
our goal It may be that our masters or .the persons who pose aa our 
tnistees or who are managing our country for us may consider that, for the 
time being we are not fit or competent enough to carry on the administra- 
country, but they cannot deny our right to self-government 
They have admitted it times out qf number that self-goyernment is our 
^1. Therefore, my humble suhmiasion is, il this is the faeHng which the 
tiqvemment find about the general position; in the country, Siey should 



' THB COTTON TBXTELB INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL 

certainly be able to kno^\ what the feeling is about their policy in regard 
to the industries m this country Indians from one end of the country to 
the other know full well that in the 16th and 17th centuries India could 
hold her own so far as cotton industries were concerned It was Indian 
Bilk and cotton industries that brought the foreigners to the shores of India, 
which brought the English to our country foi trade purposes. It was a 
providential destiny that linked India and England together, and we have 
to see how our interests have in the past been watched by the Englishmen 
who are our trustees If the preference to England is in the interests of 
India, in that case alone it should be given Onh m that case the Bill 
should be allowed to pass Government Members have been very clever 
in putting forwaid this proposal before us Sir George Rainv said, at the 
concluding portion of his speech, that had it not been m the interest of 
India, we would not have taken the responsibilitv , and no Member of the 
Government would have taken the responsibility to put this Bill before 
this House Now, how are w^e to know it? The only course open to us 
18 to see from the past history how our interests have been watched in the 
past, and how the\ are watched at present We have to see how our 
industries flourished in the past, and m what condition they 
are now I shall not tire the House by reading long 
extracts, but I will show in brief wdiat the condition of the country was 
in the 17th centurj India w^as a cotton producing country and its muslin 
was the env\ of nations Its calico or dyed cloth was the envy of the 
English nation, and England out of sheer envy, prohibited its use m 
England itself Coloured goods, fine muslins and fine silk were not only 
produced in this countr\ in sufficient quantity for the people of this 
country but used also to be exported to foreign countries In short, India 
thrived at that time on the earnings of its cotton and silk industry. HoW 
have these things died out'^ In the year 1769, a letter was issued by the 
East India Company to Bengal to the effect that, “The Company desired 
that the manufacture of raw silk should be encouraged m Bengal and that 
the manufactured silk fabrics should be discouraged and they also recom- 
mended that the silk winders should be forced to work in the Company's 
factones and prohibited from working in their own homes’’ This letter 
was written on the 17th March, 1769 This is how our interests were 
watched in the year 1769 I am quoting from “The Economic History of 
India” by K C Dutt In the Keport of the Select Committee of the 
tHouse of Commons in the year 1783, it was said that this letter 
contained a perfect plan of policy both of compulsion and encouragement, 
which must, m a very considerable degree, operate destructively to the 
manufactures of Bengal Its effects must be to change the whole face of 
that industrial country in order to render it a field of the produce of crude 
materials subservient to the manufactures of Great Britain This was 
how our Indian industries were treated in the year 1769 ^rthef, befd^e 
'Committee of the House of Commons, as will appear in the Minutes 
and Notes on the affairs of the East India Company in 1818^ages 468 and 
467, one Mr John Banking, a merchant, was examined Bte was asked* 

i« the ad vedoT^m duty on piece goode sold in the East India Hoase in 

London^” 

He said* ' ^ 

/ “The doty on the claw called calicos was £3<6-8 per cent upon importaiioa, <hid if 
am used for hosie ooaauti^on there it a fnrtW doty of 1 ^ dent.” 
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“There is another class called mnslins on which the duty on importation is 10 per 
cent , and if they are used for home consumption £527-6 6 per cent ” 

“There is a third class of coloured goods which are prohibited from being used in 
this countiy,” (that ts, England) “upon which there is a duty on importation of 
£3 6* 8d per cent , and if it is used for home consumption an additional duty of 
£78 6^ dd The duty on muslins used for home consumption is £531 6<f 8d “ 

From this you will realise what was the condition of the industry 
m India at that time, and what embargo was placed on Indian export 
and import of Indian cotton goods m England and their sale therein 
From this we shall find out what was the interest that was taken m 
our industnes and affairs in the year 1769 and up to the year 1818 Even 

now, in spite of the loud professions to the effect that we are on the 

same basis as the Dominions, that Dominion Statue is working m this 
country, as Mr. Banga Iyer pointed out from the speech of the Eight 
Honourable Wedge wood Benn, do we find that it is not a fact The 
discussions yesterday between the Leader of the Independent Party and 
the Government Benches must have shown that there is no tariff auto- 
nomy. Although Dominion Status has been said to be m action because 
it was said India enjoyed tariff autonomy, Dominion Status is only 
kept as cur goal, we have not got it yet, and we may not get it for 
thousands of years to come He will be a bold prophet who can say 
that we will get Dominion Status in our* generation and in our time 
I am a pessimist in that way I believe it is not coming in the near 

future 

Now, let us see what another historian, Mr H H Wilson, says 

about this In the Parliamentarv Debates of 1818, he said 

“The reel object of the Parliamentary inquiry of 1813 was to promote the intereat 
of the manufacturers of En(gland Napolean Bonaparte had excluded British manu- 
factures from the Continental ports , the merchants and manufacturers of England were 
labouring under difficulties, the country was menaced with distress unless some new 
method of sale for its industrial products was discovered “ 

Then further on, five years after the date of the Parliamentary inquiry 
in J832, another historian, Montgomery Martin, described and 
* condemned the commercial policy of the time About the con- 
ditions of our industries he said 

“Since this official report (Dr Buchanan’s economic inquiries in Northern India) 
was made to Government, have anv effective steps been tal<en in England or in India 
to benefit the sufferers by nur rapacity aid selfishness’ None’ On the contrary, we 
have done everything possible to impoverish still further the miserable beings subject 
to the cruel selfishness of English commerce The pages before the reader prove <Ae 
number of people in the surveved districts dependent for their chief support on their 
skill in weaving cotton, etc Under the pretence of Free Trade, England^ has compeDed 
the Hindus to receive the products of the steam-looms of Lancashire, Yorkshire. 
GlasTOW, etc , at mere nomimw duties; while tb6 band-wrought manufactures of Bengal 
and Behar, beautiful in fabric and durable in wear, have had heavy and almost prohi- 
bitive duties imposed on their importation to England “ 

This w’as the way in which our interests m the 18th century and in 
the early part of the I9th century vrett watched by our self-etyl^ Yulers 
m India 

Further on, on page 300 he shows how our industries fared in this 
country and why our industries were ruined at that time * 

“Had ih^ sanctionsd the free importatitm into England of Indian cotton and silk 
goods, the English oottcn and silk manuAuAcdes rnofi, of n ic s a s it y, soon cone to a 
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stand India had not only the advanta,5e of cheapar Ulxwir and raw materia, but 
also the experience, the skill, and the practice of centuries, ^ The effect of thee# ad- 
vantages could not fail to tell under a system of free cowpetitton • * • 

Accordingly, England prohibited the import of the goods dealt in by her owtt 
ftKitones, the Indian cotton and silk fabrics The prohibitioti was oooqplete and 
peremptory Not so much as a thread of them would England permit to be used. 
She would have none of these beautiful and cheap fabrics, but preferred to consume 
her own inferior and more costlv stuffs She was, however, quite willing to supply 
the Continental nations with the far finei fabrics of India at lower prices, and wilhngly 
yielded to them all the benefit of that cheapness, she herself would have none of it ” 

This IS the way how England protected her own industries, and 
looked after the interest of India This is the way, Sir, we wish India 
should protect her own industries I wash to tell my Honourable friends, 
the Bombay millowners, that they should not be impatient I caa 

assure them that every man who has ever cared to read the economic 
history of this country shall be prepared to help the Indian cottoa 
industry whatever may be the odds T, for the matter of that, am prepared 
even to raise the duty to a higher percentage than what is propos^ by 
the Honourable the Commerce Member, not because it may be hard on 
the poor consumer, but because it will protect our mdustry and it will 

protect the very cotton industry that has died out in the past It will 

not only give this country a breathing time but it will give us an oppor- 
tunity which lb badly needed for this country to develop her cotton 
mdustry of the finer stuff What does my Honourable friend the Com- 
merce Member say about this^ He says that we are imposing this duty 
and we are giving protection to England not for the purpose of develop* 
ment in India of cotton industries, m finer stuff, but we are pro- 
vidmg this duty for the purpose of piotectmg the mdustry which 
is already m existence I quite agree that, so far as that industry is 
concerned there is such need at present It has braved the storm of 
the foreigners m the past, it has braved the lull of depiesejon m the 
past, and it has braved the storm of the high and exorbitant duties that 

were levied against it These duties were imposed at a tune when this 

country had been placed m a very low economic position, but the economic 
history has been taught to us by our learned masters and we have sdso 
learnt it well at the feet of oui Gurus on the other Benches Would 
we not, after having learnt this much, come to the help of our own Indian 
mdustry when need would be? But Sir, what was the bone of conten- 
tion between the English and Indian industries m the past? It was not 
only the plain grey goods or those goods which were manufactured by 
not only the weavers but also the women folk in their houses in the 
Yillagee, but it was the mdustry that produced finer silk yam, that 
produced finer stuff in cotton and that produced coloured good^ in thia 
country. These products were the competitors of the foreigners m the 
trade at that time It was to protect that industry thct we fought in 
the past, and it is for that industry that, even now I am prepared to ask 
the Government to impose even a higher duty if neC^sary And t 
propose to do this for the simple reason ttiat, aHhough it may be a 
costlier thing to us today, in the future, as the wealth will rema^ 
in oqr own country, it will be for our use and henaflt. If we devel#, 
the pr^uction of ffner stuff, it would m^an also the employment of 
more labour It will give employment to the millions of my unemployed 
countrymen' It will gh^e employment to those educated classes about 
a;tsn the^ Goy^rmhsi^f publication oalled, "India in 
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said that the unemployment question in the educated classea was severely 
felt m the country It is, believe me, very severe and something has 
to be done to alleviate the distress. People who have received education 
are not paid enough w’ages In fact, their wagee do not come up to the 
level of the wages of the illiterate labourers in the mills of Bombay Now, 
if the finer yam is produced, which requires more intelligence, more 
educated youths, who are roaming about the countrv aimlessly and 
without any work, could be given some labour It is not onl\ for the 
purpose of developing that Indian industry, but also for the purpose of 
finding employment for the Indian -vouths that I urge on the Treasury 
Benches to give protection to the Bombay industry I will later on 
show that the protection that thev propose to give is not enough Sir, 
it was that industry of finer stuff, to kill which, to murder w'hich, the 
English manufacturers in the past fought their utmost I have so far 
given to the House the English history up to the period before 1833 
Let me show to the House the interest that was taken m our industries 
from 1833 onwards, say, up to the year 1895 

In 1877, Sir John Strachey, in presenting his financial statement before 
the Governor General in Council, repudiated the doctnne that it was the 
duty of the Government of India to think of Indian interest alone and 
confessed the sentiment that there was no higher diit\ in his estimation 
than the duty which he owed to his own country The Commerce 
Member said the Bill was in our interests Sir, I dare not charge the 
Executive Councillors of the Government of India, who are representing 
the Government in this House, that the\ are unpatriotic when they say 
that I would not charge them with this, but I would at least sav that 
they have as much the interest of England at heart as they have of this 
country It is in the mterest of England that on a mere letter or a mere 
reminder from the British Cabinet about the possible disaster to Lancashire 
trade that the Executive Councillors of the Government of India thought 
it proper to give a preferential duty to England I thus submit, Sir, 
that, even today, the interest that is evinced in the case of our owtv 
industry is apparent enough by this preferential duty that is raised m 
this country Now, Su*. I would just put before vou what was done by 
Lancashire to foreign industries about the year 1877 I am quoting from 
the ‘‘Economic conditions in India“ by one Mr Pillai, from page 190 

**WhiU the import# of twi»t ^nd yern remained almost stationary in the seTontiea, 
the Indian exj^rte went up from 2.01 million lb (annual average) in the qainquennmm 
1871-75 to 16 ^ millioni in the succeeding qmnouennium , and though the importa of 
manafactured cotton goods were steadily on the increase, the Indian exports of cotton 
manufacturea of all sorta rose from 12 milhon yards in the earher half of the decade 
to 19 millions in the latter half ” 

M-y Bombay friends will please note that even at that lime the null 
industry was developing and prospenng* 

> '^Lancashire which regarded the Indian market as its own close preserve, was 
frankly alarmed by this tendencv, though yet it was hardly affected by the develop- 
ment of the Indian industry In 1877-78, therefore it be^an to exi^ itaelf in the 
matter The deficiencies in Indian revecms flauaed by the Mutiny and other military 
activities in India had forced the Govemme^ to levy heavy iipport duUea amounting 
at cm# tune to 20 percent od taforem.apd ttuncashire attiibatedi the proM^ty 
of the mills to their protective mfluen^. ft accordingly got House of Comnmns 
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to pats a Resolution to the effect that ‘m the opmioti of thtut House, the' daUea now 
levied on cotton manufactures imported in*o India being protective in their nature, 
are contrary to sound commercial policy, and ought to be repealed without delay aa 
soon as the financial condition of India will j^nut’ As a matter ol fact as we shall 
see later on, the duties had no protective effect to speak of, as the Indian product* 
did not compete with those of Lancashire, there can be no protection where there 
18 no competition But Lancashiie was persistent and the House of Common* re* 
affirmed their Resolution of 1877, with the result that on March 13th, 1879 the first 
step m the ultimate repeal of the im^rt duty on cotton goods was taken. It was 
then confined to the coarsest class of Lancashire grey goods, which came neareet th* 
region of Indian competition In 1882, all import duties were abolished, and India 
became fully a free trade country ” 

Now this was the pressuie which Lancashire brought to bear and tliiB 
was the result of the Resolution which wag moved in the House of 
Commons, the Mother ot Parliaments, which has ever been watchful of 
our own interests My Honourable friends, representing the Bombay 
miilowners, will kindly attend to the subsequent passage which occurs 
m the same book It runs 

‘ The years iramediateh following the repeal of the import duties saw a rapid develop- 
ment in the Indian cotton industry It was stated by Sir Henry James in the House 
of Commons debate of the 21*t Februaiy 1895, that between 1882 and 1895, the number 
of spindles had increased from 1 550 000 to 3,500,000 and that while in the six years 
endir^g in 1882 the United Kingdom held two thirds of the trade with Hong Kong, China 
and Japan in the four vears ending in 1895, four fifths of this trtde had passed to 
India ” 

This would show that, even m spite of the abolition of the import 
duties of 20 per cent , which were levied against British goods at that 
time, the Bombay mill industry could manage to recover, not only recover 
but develop its growth 1 may also remind Honourable Members that, 
at this time, that is the year 1878, w^as the period of famine in the country, 
and still, m spite of that, and immediately aftei famine, the Bombay mill 
industry was able to develop In this connection, I may also submit that 
the whole bone of contention just now, as I ha\e said, was the position 
of the finer counts of the cotton industry m this country Where is the 
protection to Bombay in that matter? Where is the protection for those 
mills of finer cotton stuff the manufacture of w^hich is being started'^ 
Only the other day, yesterday or the day before, I read in a newspaper 
tiiat Sir David Sassoon wa<s contemplating the starting of five mills in 
Madras for production of finer stuffs If such mills could be started at 
present, what is then all this talk of depression in industry ? Are we to 
act on the telegraphic communications of such mtereeted persons from 
Bomba} to the effect that, if the grant is not made immediately, there 
will be a closing dowm of all the mills in Bombay? This was the cry 
raised before the whole country in ]9i7, three vears ago, when the Tariff 
Board was appointed to inquire into this question This was the cry 
raised at the time when the Tanff Board presided over by Sir Frank Noyce 
reported that the Bombay mill industry required protection. That was the 
time when protection should have been given to the Bombay industry. 
It was the time when labour conditions in Japan were favourable to them 
and were a handicap to us in this country, that the protection was nacided* 
If protection wae not given at that time, in I92f7, and when those conm» 
tions have changed in the year of grace 1990, when during the co^Tse 
of these three years the Bombay null industry is carrying wi, how can 
We say that the B(«nb^y mill industry will die and it will not^ iAde over 
the present crisis if protection is not forthcoming. * I am ^uitC )n^ated 
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io give protection to the Bombay mill industry I am agreed in giving 
protection to the Bombay mill industry for this reason and for this reason 
alone, that it is to develop the industry of the counti} in finer stuff, 
to develop the industry which I consider to be national, and for the deve> 
lopment of that industry alone, in which our salvation lies, I shall be 
prepared to give protection. It is for that sole puipose that every one 
on this side of the House would be prepared to give protection But for 
that, we are not prepared to sacrifice oui principles We are not prepared 
to lay a precedent for the future We aie not piepared to endorse the 
protection given to Lancashire in the past, for at that time the acti\ities 
of Government could not be said to have been with the approval of the 
country Knowing the public opinion m the countr}, which was grow- 
ing stronger and stronger every day, the Government cannot now, by 
their mere ukase, raue the duties so as to give preference to Lancashire 
At that time it could not be said that we approved their action or that 
we supported them in principle, but today the position hag changed and 
my humble submission is that, if for nothing else, at least as it creates 
a precedent, it ought not to be supported We should not saj that we 
are forced to accept this Imperial preference because it also gives pro 
iection, or because the Honourable the Finance Member and the Honour- 
•able the Commerce Member are holding a loaded pistol to our heads and 
saving that, unless we take this thing as it is, the\ are not going to give 
us any protection We should in such a case be prepared to say, “Take 
away the whole thing” If we could survive after so much obstruction 
in the past, if we could survive after a much stronger attack on our industry, 
should we not be able to survive now when we have built up the industry, 
when we have sunk crores and crores of capital and built up some reserves, 
6hould we not be able to keep that industr} going for two or three years 
morel* My humble submission is that we caji do so, and it any suppoit 
from the country at large is needed, the country will be read^ to give it. 
I can give one instance and that is that m spite of Mahatma Gandhi’s 
non-co-operation movement, m spite of Mahatma Gandhi's influential 
leadership in the country — toda> he can take behind him the whole country 
if he so pleases — in spite of a few people who may have submitted to him 
m the da}B of the non-co-operation movement, in spite of all these things, 
his exhortations for the use of khaddar alone weie not accepted b} u? 
against the use of mdl-made goods Why? At that time we believed, 
rightly or wrongly, that the supply of khaddar could not be enough to 
meet the demands of the people in th© country At that time we believed 
that m view of the luxuries wb ha4 taken upon ourselves and to which 
we were attached, we would not be able to spin the charka for an hour or 
two every day m our own households, and we believed that, because of the 
education we gave toi our ladies, and because of their constituticai or 
rather the luxuries to which our womeiifolk were accustomed, they could 
not be able, or they could not be stpoog enough, to go on spinning and 
could not be able to produce yam enough for the production of cotton 
goods sufhcient to meet the demands of the whole country In view df 
all these thmgs, we did at that time support Mahatma Gandhi in his 
campaign against mill-made goods, ahd in hU cult of the exclusive use 
of khaddar We at the same time Mahatma Qandhi that, **We are 
prepared to take up your banner, we are prepared to follow your banner^ 
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provided you include the products of Indian miUa, the yam and cloth 
manufactured by nulls in India" 

Mr. B. Das : I hope my Honourable friend Mr Mody recognises it 

Mr. H. P. Mody: I hope I do 

Mr. B. Das: Deeds and not ^ords are wanted 

Mr. K. B. L. Agnihotri: From this we may show to our friends of the 
Bombay mill industrv that it ^\as because of this that we kept back at the 
time, knowing full ^\ell, as we did, the economic history of this country, 
knowing full well how it had fared at the hands of our well-wishers, rather 
our masters, knowing all these things, how’’ was it that we did not subscribe 
U khaddar^^ It was because we thought that w'e should encourage the 
mill industry of Bombay (Hear, hear ) that we sacrificed our national prm- 
oi|)les for the sake of development of our national industry 

It was for this reason, and this reason alone, that the educated Indians 
did not follow Mahatma Gandhi in such a large number as could be expected 
in his propaganda for the khaddar movement And that is the sacrifice 
which we are prepared to make m favour of the Bombay industr'y We can 
piomise them, we can assure them that shall not only be content to use 
Indian goods ourselves, but we shall also try our level best to encourage 
and ask our fellow-countr\men outside to use Swadeshi cloth That will 
bring us our regeneration , that will give us the bright future for our countrv 
Dominion Status mav or ma\ not come to us If economically we aie 
strong enough, if our economic growth is perfect and complete, we are sure 
that e shall have a millenium m no time Therefore my humble submis- 
"Bion 18 that, having this asset, having this promise from us, the Bombay 
millowners should not be tempted to accept a bait which is nothing but a 
gratification and an illegal and immoral gratification It is nothing short 
of a gratification to them, a bait to them, a temptation to them They 
should not lower themselves and their self-respect by accepting a bribe 
I am not prepared to endorse the threat which some of my friends have 
made that, in case the Bombay millowners accept this bait from the Gov- 
ernment Benches, it will alienate the sympathies of the people w’ho will 
reeort to boycott of their goods That* may or may not be the result 
It IS for them to realise Therefore my humble submission would be that 
we should not accept it, and my request to the House will be that it 
should not abet this act of the acceptance of an illegal gratification by the 
Bombay millowners from Government and it should not support the Gov- 
ernment in passing this Bill, as laid before us, as it involves the principle 
of Imperial Preference, as it involves the principle of special protection to 
England I am prepared to accept, for th^ sake of argument, my Honour- 
able friend Sir George Rainy’s remarks that it is only fbr purpose of 
protection of the existing industrv that he is giving this protection to the 
<5ctton industry. But what has he to say about the coloured goodsi*^ Ha% 
not Mr fiardy found that India also produces coloured goods and that too 
in prettv large quantities? What pro^tion is he giving to coloured goods? 
fie tkkes away all the coloured goods from <he purview of gprey goods. 
That wad a thing whidh required protection. England is perfectly ^ling 
to )aic<fepft’ this 16 per cent duty, or evett^a 20 |)er cent dui?y oii< plain grey 
fmg as it does not affect its finer stuff, so long as it does not affect 
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its fehow^. goods, so long as it does not affect its coloured goods The other 
day, Mr Aiuscough, the Trade Commissioner for India and Ceylon, showed 
Low the Bntish traders’ prospects could improve 1 think I will he 
tiling the House if I read the whole article, so I will read a portion of t. 
He says 

“The Indian market may oonveniently be divided into two separate and dietinct 
^roupe Firstly, there are the bazaar trades, which include all the imported articles 
in general use by the vast Indian population, and which are sold to Indian importers 
and dealers in the bazaars at the ports and large distribution centres thioughout the 
country 

In this group price considerations are paramount, and low price and showy 
^pearance are greater desiderata than equality, durability or even value for money. 
This group includes cotton and woollen piece-goods” 

What I wish to point out is that England, in the past, tried its level 
besi to see that the manufacture of the coloured goods should not be en. 
touraged, the sale of coloured goods produced m India should not be 
encouraged m England England not only imposed heavy duties thereon, 
but prohibited its sale throughout the country’ There must be some 
reason for this, and what is the reason^ The reason is human nature We 
have to look to our tendencies towards luxuries It is a part of our human 
nature to show ourselves well off bv use of fine dresses and clothes, to see 
that our ladies appear m good dresses, to like the coloured and showy 
goods Gaudmess is the rule of human nature ' And m spite of civilisation, 
it still continues and lingers on It not onlv lingers on, but the votaries 
of fashion have found to their cost that the coloured articles m their 
various shades are much more popular today than what the> have been in 
the past Ladies, as a rule, are very anxious to show themselves off by 
putting on gaudy and coloured dresses Similarly, ns for ourselves, how 
many of us here are putting on the coarse stuff which is produced in this 
country? How many of us are here to patronise Lancashire and British 
trade in the market? We shall find, by looking at our own selves, that 
even these millowmers of Bombay, these champions of Indian mill indus- 
tries, are the greatest defaulters and the greatest culprits, in the use of 
finer stuffs They manufacture cotton goods for the use of the poorer 
classes They do not manufacture cotton goods for those nch people and 
the middle-class people who are 'prepared to empty their pockets in the 
purchase of finer stuff and gaudy things, which are showy and fine to looit 
at Therefore what is the industry that we should encourage What is 
the thing that should be developed ? It is not the coarse goods only but finer 
cotton goods What about the grey goods? What do we find*^ from the 
statistics that have been supplied to us by Government? We find that 
in India there is steady growth of grey goods There is not one year m 
which the Indian cotton industry has not developed, m spite of these handi- 
caps Will any Honourable Member oi this House show, from the statistics 
supplied to us by that Government,- that m any vear, after 1917 up to date,, 
the produce of grey cloth has decreased? Whether we judge it on the con- 
sumption or pr^uotion, whether we judge it on the amount d imported 
goods from England or the imports wt we receive from Japan or other 
countries, there is no decrease in the production of our own factories m 
India Theirefore nay humble submission is that the cotton industries or 
tlie mill industries in Bombay, whioh produce grey goo^i can hold their 
own even now, in spite of any handicaps, that may be existing against 
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them What is needed is not the coarse cloth that may be used by the 
poorer people, but the finer stuff that may be used by the educated people, 
by people who are votaries of fashion and are growing in luxury. It was 
for this reason that England came to this country It was for this purpose 
thnt other foreigners came to our country If you will permit me, Sir, 1 
will 8how% from page 257 of, “The Economic history of India” as to who 
tiie to be looked to for consumption of cotton goods 

“Warren Hastings was asked ‘From your knowledge of the Indian character and 
nabita, are you able to speak to the probability of a demand for European commoditiea 
by the population of India, for their own use^' 

‘The supplies of trade’, replied Warren Hastings, ‘are for the wants and luxuries 
of a people, the poor m India may be said to have no wants Their wants are confined 
to their dwellings, to their food, and to a scanty portion of clothing, all of which they 
•can have from the soil that they tread upon’ ’’ 

Erom this you will find that it is not the poorer classes of this country 
that are to be considered for the use of the products of the Indian mdustnes, 
out it IS the well-to-do classes which indulge in luxuries that are to be 
catered for and considered So, Sir, my submission to the House will be 
that the millowners of Bombay be requested, the Government of India be 
urged, not only to protect the cotton industries in respect of grey yam but 
to develop the produce of the finer stuffs, to protect the coloured goods, for 
which no protection is provided by my Honourable friend on the other side 
J urge that it ought to be done Otherwise, we will only be giving protec 
tion to England and to other countries Now take the case of dhotis, the 
•bordered dhoti The dhoti is brought within the purview of grey yams, 
but the bordered dhoti has been carefully kept out May I ask any person 
with an intimate knowledge of the use of dhotis m this country whether, in 
the whole of Bengal, the whole of the United Provinces, the whole of the 
Central Provinces, the whole of Madras, the whole of the Bombay Presi- 
dency, and the whole of Bihar and Onssa, t e , practically four-fifths of Uie 
continent, the male population use dhotis and the female population use 
eaTees? The dhoti or the saree is a piece of cloth with a border Is there 
any protection to that? Now the Ahmedabad mills, the Bombay nulls and 
mills m my own province, the Empress mills, produce large quantities ol 
these bordered dhotis How does my Honourable friend, the Commerce 
Member, protect them ? He does not say anything about that Leaving aside 
the finer goods, take the case of dhotis which are used by the ordinary middle 
class population When a middle class man goes to the market, he asks 
the cloth merchant to supply a pair of dhotis and the cloth merchant brings 
out the mill product of my friends, the millowners of Bombay, or the nail! 
products of my fnends, the millowners of Ahmedabad or those of my friend, 
Mr Birla, m Delhi, or the mill products of Tates in the Central pro 
vinoes Along with tEem, he also brings out, it may be a bleached stuff, oi 
of the finer yam, the dhoti produced by Lancashire or Manchester When 
the man sees both of them side by side, he sees that the foreign product ifi 
finer than the Indian and also it is cheaper than the other What does he 
then care to purchase, this coarse cloth or the finer cloth from Manchester oi 
Lancadure, which is also cheaper at the same time? He would choose the 
latter May I ask my Bengal friends, or the nominated Members from 
Beng^, for the matter of that, what cloth they would use in their houses' 
They are the persons from the middle-classes, and unless they use ths 
D^Wica or Shantipur dh<^s, they will succumb or their ladie$ -Will sucqumh 
to the temptation of purchasing the finer material produced by Lancashire, 
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which 18 also cheaper Does he care to know whether the thing that is^ 
being produced m this country is cheaper in the long run, or whether the 
stuff that 18 cheaper at the moment is cheaper? He is concerned with what 
18 ( heap at the time of the purchase 

In this connection I will support my friend, Mr Ghuznavi, when he said 
that, m 1905, when the Swfiideshi movement came in, when the whole 
country was throbbmg with new enthusiasm to use Swadeshi 
goods, my friends from Bombay did well use their opportunities at that 
time I would not say that they used them wrongly Perhaps I would 
have done the same thing in their place They found that the whole country 
was burning with enthusiasm for Swadeshi goods, and they thought, wh\ 
not take advantage of their sentiments, of their patnotism? And so thej 
luised the prices Sir, I am going to show that m those early days, working 
under the inspiration that 1 received by my contact wuth the Leader of the 
Nationalist Party, during my college career at Allahabad, I thought that 
the use of Swadeshi cloth by my countrymen would be beneficial to m\ 
country, and I used to preach to my fellow countrymen, to my shopkeeper 
friends m the mofussil towns in the Central Provinces, the backward tract 
of, the country, about the use and sale of Swadeshi cloths But everywhere 
I^^ent I received only one reply They said the foreign thing was cheapei 
and the country-made goods were dearer A man, who had to purchase, say, 
SIX pairs of bordered dhotis for his large flourishing family, w'ould not 
buy the dearer stuff He would ask How could he pay for a pair Rs 5* 
01 0 for the product of Ahmedabad or Bombay, when he could get supenor 
stuff from Manchester or Lancashire for Rs 2 or 3 ’ All niv appeal for 
patriotism or for the future benefit to the country would not have any effect 
on h,m Of course that is human nature That was human nature, it is 
human nature and it will continue to be human nature in the future Theie 
fore, my suggestion is that this protection which you give is not enough If 
you have the interests of the country at heart, if you w^ant to give protection 
to the cotton industry of this country, this pious profession that we look 
to your interests and so on will not do You should give protection to 
bordered dhotis also 

My Honourable friend has said that we have committed ourselves to dis- 
cruranating protection, and that it was the discriminating protection which, 
was advocated by a Commission presided over bv an Indian himself, qmte 
right, but my humble submission is that there are circumstances and circum- 
stances for a thing so also a question of expediency There may have been, 
certain circumstances at that time which led the Commissioners to write a 
report like that, and there may have been an expediency for it It waa a* 
time when there was a ban on protection, protection was taboo at that time, 
and therefore [in order to bring round the Government of India to their 
views at may be, the Commission at that time thought, “Let us first accept 
this slight little thing which will give some impetus to our industnes" 
But the mallowners of Bombay do not care to look ahead, they do not 
care to see what will be the future of this industry, but they are watch- 
ful and anxious to accept any little gift which might be of help to them 
at the present moment Discriminating protection does not mean that we 
should not encourage an industry which can, in course of time, hold its 
own in the country and which can meet competition after some time in 
future. Now in the case of the finer stuff, as I have pointed out, it had5 
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been in existence in this country before The finer materaal, in spite of 
tbeir being no support from the Government, is carrying on today What 
I say 18 that, if proper and adequate support is given, the mill industry 
will be able to hold its own and will kill all competition from outside 

Sir, I think I have said enough, and I will not take up the time of 
the House an^ longer, but my final warning to the Government would be 
that they have chosen a very w'rong moment, as has been pointed out by 
the Honourable Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas They know that a feeling 
of Nationalism is growing in the country; they know that it is not only 
growing but it is predominant, they know that all eyes are watching 
Mahatma Gandhi Why are they watching? Do they believe that 
Mahatma Gandhi, with has followers, will be able to produce as much salt 
as would be enough to supply the needs of the country? Not in the least. 
The whole object is to draw the attention of the Government, and through 
this Government, to our masters m England to this, that the country at 
present is aspinng to become a self-governing country, I will not go so 
far and say of becoming independent I wall say that the earlier the Do- 
minion Status as given to us, the better will it be for all It will not only be 
advantageous to us, but it will be advantageous to our rulers themselvee* 
What would be the advantage^ At present anything that comes from tfie 
Government Benches is taken with suspicaon by this House, anything 
which we receive from that side we always begin to scan and analyse 
to find whether there was any motive behind it Give us Dominion Status 
and all suspicion will disappear Leave it to our own judgment, leave it to 
our own discretion, to give preference to England. You can then have 
the grace to say something, and I can assure you that, with the traditions 
of the past, the Bhndus have never shown ingratitude Hindus will al- 
ways be grateful to thear benefactors Therefore you need not hurry up 
this Bill so for as Imperial Preference is concerned It would not help 
the Indian cotton industry very much It may help Lancashire in regain- 
ing its industry, but that regaining of the industry of Lancasbare may be 
the rum of the future of our industry of the finer stuffs So in order to 
avoid the suspicion which is lurking an our mind — it may be unfounded, 
but all the same it is there, we cannot cast our suspicion out for the 
simple reason that history has taught us otherwise, let us belie that his- 
tory — so my tuggesteon to Government is, do not press that portion of 
the Bill wluch contains the threat which you have given, that if ue do 
not agi^e, vou will take back thi^ gift So to avoid suspicion, if for no- 
thing else, do not use such threats, as, '‘^Either take this, or you will not 
get it agam”; such threats always work adversely It is the elected por- 
tion of the House who should be asked to vote on this Bill, and that alone 
wdl be the voice of the nation by which thev ought to be guided. 
I Will be failing in my duty, Sir, if, m spite of the love that 
I have for the Government of India, I do not give this wam» 
irfg I should be the last person to say a word against the 
English Government, if for nothing else, at least for this, wat it has 
enabted us to know of our own laghts, and that we are not m a position to 
turn the foreigner from our land If nothing has come to us from the 
English connection, at least we have learnt this thing, that now we should 
be united We hat'e beguil to realise what our asf^tlons are, and what 
should be our goal Therefore I say that though it is said to be a blessmg 
in itielf’ that 'we have able to voice our grievance#, ii will be-a 
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greater and real blessing to us if we have a controlling voice in the manage- 
ment of our country But apart from all that, we have the country be- 
fore us, and the interests of the country at present require that you 
should not give Imperial Preference to England 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Three of the Clock 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Three of the Clock, Mr, 
President in the Chair. 


Mr. K. 0* Boy (Bengal Nominated Non-Officaal) Sir, we have heard 
already the exposition of the Bombay case from two very distinguished 
Members of this House, Sir Cowasji Jehangir and Sir Purshotamdas 
Thakurdas The very telling speech which Sir Cowasji Jehangir delivered 
in this House yesterday convinced me of three important points, first that 
the Bombay mill industry is in a desperate condition, and that the Indian- 
owned industry needs assistance from the Indian Legislature, second, that 
the Bombay millowners with the home-grown cotton at their very door 
ha^^ been unable to meet the competition of the foreigners, and third, that 
the Bombay millowners have not been able to manage the Indian labour 
properly due to external influences With these points made by Sir 
Cowasji Jehangir I am jn entire agreement, Sir, and if I vote for the 
Bill, even at the nsk of committing ourselves to Impenal Preference, it 
will be done for the benefit of the Bombay mill industry and the industry 
elsewhere There was also a fourth point, which was made by Sir Cowasji 
Jehangir, about which I am not yet convinced He maintained that the Bill 
does not ocanmit us to Imperial Preference, and as he proceeded, I felt that 
he was an adept in the art of self-deception My Honourable friend said 
yesterday that Mr Chaman Lall had missed his vocation, but, he will find a 
vei^ formidable rival in Sir Cowasji for the stage. If it is not Impenal Pre- 
ference, what else is it, I should like to know from the Honourable Mem- 
ber when a country, constitutionally situated as India is, is giving protection 
to Lancashire Is there any parallel anywhere? Sir, I have been reading 
the Report of the Indian Fiscal Commission, and I can find no parallel to 
it in their Report Then, Sir, what is it? It is nothing but Impenal 
Preference, and like my friend, Mr Ohetty, I am not afraid of Imperial 
Preference, but at the present moment it is Imperial Preference with- 
out even a temporary reciprocal advantage When we are placing 
at the disposal of the British nation and British industry the 
only tangible asset that we possess, that is the Indian market, I do say 
with full conviction that, as time comes, Britain will recognise what we 
are doing for her To me, Sir, preference is a purely political proposition, 
and I beg to differ from my friend Mr Chetty, when he says that Imperial 
Preference is a pure economic proposition. To me. Sir, as it has been in 
all the Dominions, it is a very important politica! proposition, and I should 
look forward to the time when we shall be fully repaid for what we are 
doing now, and it is in the spirit of give and take that I support! this Bill, 
fully understanding that I am voting for Imperial Preference 

Sir, I am surprised that Imperial Preference has not been seriously con- 
s^ered by Hi a Ma jesty V Government as well as bv the Government of 
India earlier ’What Is the position of the BritleK export trade to-day? I 
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Have before me, Sir, an analysis prepared by an eminent) Australian econo- 
mist, Mr Macdougall, whose name is well known to many Members of 
this House Smce the war, what is the position of the British export trade 
to tins country? It is suffering from a shnnkage or contraction And who 
are the people who are competing? It is the United States of Amenca 
In 1913, Sir, the total value of the export trade from the United States 
of America to India was 2 2 millions, and in 1928 it was 11 millions 
Who were the other competitors m the field? Our friends, the Japanese 
In 1913 the total value of the export trade from Japan to India was 2 9 
millions, and in 1928 it was 14 6 millions This should make the Govern- 
ment of India thank that they have a duty to perform We are prepared 
to g've them preference, but where is the reciprocity? We have no Kne 
for the United States of America In their country we are treated as un- 
desiralle aliens, but thev are suppHmg us goods to the extent of 11 million 
pounds 

Mr. B. Das: How is it exploitation? 

Mr K. 0. Roy: I am very sorry, for ;you, Mr Das Then, Sir, 
take the Japanese I have a great respect for the 
Japanese We are proud of their achievements m the East, 

but what 18 the justafication for the rapid expansion of their trade to the 
detriment of British industries in this country? I do not feel. Sir, that 
Japan has done half as much as Britain has done for us Where was the 
sense of Indian nationality before Britain came to this countty? I will 
love Britain any day (An Honourable Member “Shame"), because she 
has done much for us, and if we have got to achieve political results we 
must rely upon British support and British co-operation 

Now, Sar, an important point has been raised about the constitutional 
position of this House vts-a^via fiscal autonomy We have before us three 
very important expositions First and foremost is the interpretation given 
by Sir George Kamy In the next place, I shall place the interpretation 
of m\ fnend, Mr Jinnah, whose views, I may tell the House, are known 
to every one, because he was one of the promoters of the Reform Scheme 
m 1916, and a third interpretation has been put on it by our worthy Sec- 
retary of State in a debating speech m the House of Commons only re- 
cently Sir, I was m a humble capewity connected with this movement 
m 1916 m England I was a witness before the Crewe Committee I was 
a witness, before Mr Montagu and Lord Chelmsford, and I also gave my 
evidence before the Selbourne Committee The essence of the Convention 
cannot be understood fullv until we refer to the Montagu-Chelmsford Re- 
port The late Mr Montagu and Lord Chelmsford found themselves 
unable to make any recommendation I shall give their own words* 

“The chanzes which we propose in the Government of India Act will still leave the 
settlement of India’s Tanff in the hands of a Government amenable to Parliament and 
the Secretary of State ” 

But they proceeded to point out the Indian feeling on the subject. 

“This real and keen desire for fiscal autonomy does not mean that educated opinion 
in India is unmindful of Imp^ial obligations On the contrary it feeta proud of, and 
assured by, India’s connection with the Empir^ and does not desire a severance that 
would mean cutting the ties of loyalty to the Crown, the assumption of new and very 
heavy responsibilities, and a loss of standing in the world’s affairs Bdncaied Indians 
recognise that they are gamers by the Imperial connection, and they are willing to 
accept its drawbacks They recomise that the ijneation of a tanff mi^ be mainly, out 
is not wholly, a matter of domestic politics ** ‘ 
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Tariff is not a matter of domestic politics Then, Sir, the findings of the 
Crewe Committee have been ably placed before you by my friend, Mr 
Keogy The sum total of the Crewe Committee’s Report, a copy of whicH 
I have not got before me, was more or less on the lines of greater reliance 
for Tariff purposes on the views of the non- official Members of this House 
was the position created by the Joint Committee over which Lord 
Sel bourne presided? The Resolution of the Joint Committee is this 

“In the opinion of Ihe Committee therefore the Secretary of State should as far as 
possible avoid interfeience on this subject when the Government of India and ita 
Legislature are in agi cement, and they think that his intervention, when it does take 
place, should be limited to safeiunidiiig the international obligations of the Empire 
and any fiscal ariangements within the Empire to which His Majesty’s Go\ernment is a 
party ’’ 

In the present case we have no Imperial obligations, and we are no 
party to any transaction or any commitment m the matter of this textile 
industry, but that is a matter beside the point Then, Sir, Lord Selboume 
wrote 

“■Whatevei l»e the light fiscal policy of India foi the needs of hei consumers as well 
as for her manufactuiers, it is quite clear that she should have the same liberty to 
consider her interest as the interest of Great Biitain, Austialia, New Zealand, Canada 
or South Africa ’’ 

But of course this parallel is not correct They have got sovereign 
Parliaments there, and m our present Parliament we have an irremovable 
executive and a transitorv Legislature Then, Sir, the question is 
whether by a Statute this fiscal autonomy, — the word autonomy is not used 
in the Report, the word used is “convention”, — could not have been 
guaranteed to us That was one of the considerations which engaged the 
attention of tlie Selboume Committee, and this was the decision 

“It cannot be guaranteed by a Statute without limiting the ultimate power of Parlia- 
ment to control the administration of India and without limiting the powers of veto 
which vest in the Crown and either of these limitations finds a place in any of the 
Statutes of the British Empire ’’ 

Technically, Sir, there are no statutory powers conferred upon the 
Dominion Parliaments, but in actual practice the Dominion Parliaments 
have absolute sovereign powers, and, Sir, whatever may be the views 
expressed in this House, I claim that this House has no tariff autonomy 
whatever That, Sir, is a matter for constitutional lawyers and for 
Parliamentarians to decide, but as one who has had something to do with 
the development of this convention, I am clearly of opinion that, as a 
r ♦nvention, its working was based upon assumption of mutual co-opera- 
tion, and it cannot work consistently and achieve results with strong 
opposition from the opposition Benches 

Then, Sir, there is one point about which a good deal has been said, 
and that is about the distribution of certain pamphlets m the lobby of this 
House This was a matter that was carefully considered by the Watch 
and Ward Committee, and there w’as no more ardent exponent of 
sanctity of the lobby than my friend Mr Ghuznavi He would not have 
a policeman or a visitor there So was my friend Mr K C Neogy. That 
was the sense of the recommendation of the Watch and Ward Conomittee 



THE COTTON TEXTILE INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL. HQOl 

’distribute pamphlets bearing upon the subjects of legislation in the pre- 
cincts of the Parliamentary Houses This was precisely what was done. 
And why was it done? Because an important Bill of this sort was not 
tahen to the Select Committee If it had been taken to the Select Com- 
mittee, we would have examined the representatives of commerce, the repre- 
sentatives of the mill industry from Bombay, Ahmedabad, Cawnpore and 
other centres 

Mr. O. S. Bangs Iyer: Does the Honourable Member seriously contend 
that pamphlets are distributed in the lobby of the House of Commons? 

Mr. K. 0. Roy: I was referring to the precincts, and not to the lobby, 
Mr Ranga Iyer 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: The sanctity of the lobby was violated by the 
distribution of certain pamphlets I say that I saw that, and I know it 

Mr. K. 0. Roy: I accept that I got my pamphlet from the Notice 
Room 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: That is no reason why you should dispute the 
statement that it was so circulated and by its circulation the sanctity of 
the lobby was violated 

Mr. K. 0. Boy: Now, Sir, if a Select Committee had been summoned 
on a Bill of this sort, what would be the position? Even the Japanese 
Cotton Spinners’ Association could have placed their case before the 
Select Committee, and we would have heard them gladly 

Mr. President: That stage has not yet passed It is open to the Hon- 
ourable Member to move for a Select Committee 

Mr. K. 0. Roy: We have spent several days on this Bill and it is time 
that we finished it one way or other The need of Bombay, as far as 
I can see, is very urgent 

Mr. M. A. JinnaA: Divide, divide 

Mr. K. 0. Roy The fact remains that unjust aspersions have been cast, 
not only upon the Members of this House, but upon some distinguished 
foreigners who have come m as visitors I have visited many foreign 
Parliaments and we have been treated with nothing but courtesy and that 
same courtesy is due to them (Applause ) I feel that this Bill is dictated 
by one of two considerations, consideration for Bombay and the considera- 
tion for Lancashire We are not going to barter away our market, but if we 
pass this Bill, we shall be in a strong bargaining position and that is the 
position which I have in view, and with that view I support the Bill as 
moved by Sir George Rainy 

Mr. N. 0. Eelkar (Bombay Central Division Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) I rise to speak at a late stage of the debate and I naturally find 
that I have been anticipated on many of the pomte, That is however 
hardly a grievance It is only a matter of relief because I will have to 
touch only on a few of the points Applying one s mmd to the oonBi- 
deration of this question as a whole, one comes up against a nrnnber 
definite issues, to use a legal phrase; and those issues be^what 
amount of protection is already secured after the passing of the jFinance 
.Bill to the mill industry? Is it enough Does the mill indufitiy ^serye 
additional protection? Is the additional protection given by this Bhl 
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adequate for its purpose? Is the form of this protjection desirable? 
Should the mill owners consent to it, £md even if they consent 
what should the Assembly itself do, and lastly what will be the most 
desirable form of protection in order to satisfy the needs of the mill 
industry as well as to satisfy the political conscience of this Assembly? 
It would be tedious to go over the length of all these issues, but I will 

take up only two or three and express my views on this Bill First of 

all, I must say this that I want to make my opposition to this Bill as 

precise and as clean as possible I mean precise in this way The pro- 

tection to the mill industry comes in different forms I have not opposed 
the increase in the general revenue duty to 15 I am not going to oppose 
the imposition of the 5 per cent duty by itself What I precisely object 
to 18 not making that duty general and 20 per cent all round That la 
my precise opposition 

With regard to mv opposition being clean, I want to say this, that I 
want to remove fioni my mind and the mind of this Assemlbly all animus 
about the millowners on the present occasion In that way alone can my 
opposition in this House be clean First of all with regard to the pro- 
tection We have already secured to the millowners industry a protection 
m the form of raising the duty from 11 to 15 per cent That is of course- 
technically called the revenue duty, but we all know that a revenue duty 
at a high level naturally gives some kind of protection to the industry 
concerned But what is the actual amount of protection that is secured 
to this industry? It may be said by Government that, in the first 
instance, there is the positive protection of 15 per cent In the second 
place, there is the negative protection in the form of the removal of the 
excise duty to the extent of 3^ per cent That makes it 18^ per cent 
And then there is this additional 5 per cent They will pile it up like 
that But at one jump we must cut out all this to 12^ per cent, owing" 
to the change in the ratio Now, much will depend upon the view we 
take ns to whether the prices in the country have adjusted themselves to 
the new ratio or not If the prices may be supposed to have adjusted 
themselves, the protection may be perhaps more If, on the other hand, 
the prices may not be supposed to have adjusted themselves, the protection 
will be less It is, of course, difficult to calculate what amount of pro- 
tection will be actually secured under the present conditions to the milf 
industry But in any case I say that, even supposing that the protection 
Rs now secured to the mill industry, stands at 18^ per cent , or even at 
20 per cent or something like that, because of the incidence of SJ annas 
per pound, it is not quite adequate for the purpose The Government 
should have been bold enough, at one jump, to go up as fswr as 80 per 
cent for a period of five years, so that ample tame could have been given 
to the millowners to put their house in order and to establish themselves 
on a firm footing 

Now. with regard to the animus about the millowners, I will sary this 
When, mv friend, Diwan Chaman Ball, gots up to speak about the better- 
ment of labour conditions, I always agree with him, especially in regard to 
the relations of the Bombay millowners and the labour industry in Bombay. 
But I am going to put m some special pleading in this matter, and it is 
this, that the impeachment of the mill industry is not relevant to the 
present purpose We may impeach them w^en there is another occasion 
for doing so. but impeachment of the miUbwners is hardly relevant for 
the present purpose Even if it is relevant, it is not gracious If we- 
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look at the pitiable condition in which the mill industry finds itself today, 
no kind-hearted man would ever think of impeaching them on the present 
occasion or rubbing this point m, but would actually sympathise with 
them By that I do not necessanly mean that I could advise them to 
accept the Bill That is another point But that is something quite 
different from impeaching them on the present occasion We must in this 
matter consider the question somewhat impersonally The mill industry 
IS something definitely different from the millowners We must try to look 
at -the wood rather than the trees in this matter We should take a 
collective view of the whole industry When 1 say this, I am, of course, 
fullv aw'are of the shortcomings and weaknesses of the mill industry I 
am perfectlv aware of that For instance, I can definitely say that some 
millowners have not shown a necessary degree of enlightened self-interest 
Some have been w'orking mills with a defective agency system Some 

have indulged in speculation in their own shares on the stock exchange. 

Some have shown imprudence in extending their business in the boom time 
without laving by sufficient reserves, and some have imprudently distriFut- 
ed their dividends at a time when they should not have done so Some 
have been too slow in reorganising the industry and many of them — I will’ 
change the word “some” into “many”— have not shown sufficient care and 
attention for the betterment of the conditions of labour I am aware of 

all this, and yet I sav that a regular impeachment of the mill industry 

and the refusal to it of necessarv protection on these particular grounds 
IS not relevant and is certainly not gracious 

Things have been said in this House about the difference between a 
national industry and a nationalised industry I entirelv agree that this 
is a national industry, though it cannot be called a nationalised industry. 
If I can call myself a national of this country, why should not this big 
mdustrv call itself national? But leavmg out the word “national” or 
“nationalised” and avoiding this controversy, can we not legitimately say 
that the mill mdustrv is an Indian or an indigenous industry, and as such 
deseives protection? Certainlv it does deserve protection There are so 
many other industries in the country which are even smaller than the pre- 
sent mdustrv which deserve protection Take, for instance, workshops, 
engineering shops, tanneries, tool factories, iron and steel works, mineral 
oils and so man> other industries Are we not fighting for the protection 
being given to those industries, though they are not big mdustries m 
themselves^ Certainly every Indian industry deserves protection on the 
part of this Government as against a foreign competing industry Now, 

I can admit that, if we give protection to the mill industry, some bad 
millowners will share the benefits of that protection along with some good 
millowners But which country is there m the world where this does not 
happen? Whenever you inaugurate a beneficial measure, there will be 
some bad men who cannot be prevented from reaping the advantages of 
that beneficial measure The same may happen in this case But that 
18 certainly no reason whv we should refuse to them point blank the 
advantages of such a beneficial measure We may blame the Bombay 
mills, but what about the up-country mills? What offence have they 
committed that they should not be allowed to reap the advantage of this 
protection? There are mills in Ahmedabad, Delhi, Madras and other plaoes^ 
in northern India which stand to gam additional protection and which they 
must have though they may not be in as Had a condition as the Bombay 
miffs, I hold therefore that on the whole the issue of the impeachment 
of the mill industry is irrelevant and ungracious and therefor© we must 
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leave it there Then, I will conclude this topic 'with giving a parallel 
about the steel industry What did you do about the steel industry? 
We all know that when this question was taken up in this Assembly there 
were inimy complaints, similar to this, that the Tata Steel Company did 
not have sufficient provision by way of Indianisation and that the industry 
and the labour conditions there were certainly not good, and there were 
strikes, and so on In these matters the Bombay mill industry does not 
differ from the Tata Iron and Steel Company to which protection was deli- 
berately given by this Assembly 

Now, Sir, I claim the Bombay mill industry to be a national industry 
for these reasons, first of all it is a key industry where crores and crores 
of rupees of capital have been invested That industry gives employment 
to lakhs and lakhs of people, and secondly it serves the ordinar\ perma- 
nent needs of the country in one particular department of life, namel\, 
clothing There is one thing more which I should like to say with refer- 
ence to my Honourable friend, Diwan Chaman Lall I will give him a 
hypothetical instance and would ask him whether he would like this 
Supposing a tiade union Bill was before this Assembly, and the object 
of the Bill was to strengthen the position of trade unions in this country, 
and supposing somebody were to get up on an occasion like that and say 
to this Assembly that, because some of the trade unions were misappro- 
priating their money, and squandering the money, or because some of the 
trade unions funds w’ere being wasted m things like communism, would 
my Honourable friend Diw^an Chaman Lall relish such a criticism at 
that particular time? 

Diwan Ohaman Lall (West Punjab* Non-Muhammadan) I would not 
ask the Honourable Member to pay towards the support of such trades 
unions, as T am being asked to pay for the support of this industry 

Mr. N. 0. Kelkar: What about the strengthening of the trade unions 
as a whole, strengthening the powers and position of the trade unions as 
a wholes? So I ask in this particular case whether it should be done 
We must take pity on the mill industry Our wiath or ire or displeasure, 
or whatever it may be, must be reserved for the \illain of the piece and 
not for these /pitiable people Our displeasure, if w'e show* any, will be 
spent on the millowmers, but not directed against the Government which 
IS the villain of the piece in the matter The Government are nctmg m 
this matter like Mephistopheles, trying to capture the soul of the mill- 
owners by immediately ministering to their cravings, and next putting 
temptations in their way Take only this case The Government have 
been seeing that the mill industry is between the devil and the deep sea, 
if I may say so, the devil of foreign competition on the one hand, and 
the deep sea of the intentions of Gbivemment on the other And in order 
to probe the depth of the intentions of Government, the depth which has 
never been fathomed by anybody, in order to bring that point home to 
xho Government, I will say this It is being said that Government are 
anxious to give protection to the mill industrv The Honourable 
Ihe Commerce Member has used this strong language about the situation 
as it exists t-odav 

”1 do not tkink there cun be any doubt from ell the infoiraatiort that reaches Govern- 
ment to the effect that fmerj^eni meastirea are necessary if very dan^out reMilts are 
to be avoided ” 
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You wiIJ see, Sir, no words are spared, no emphasis is spared “Danger- 
ous results”, “emergent measures” all these weighty words are used 
Then he continues 

“Quite obviously the repercussions on the economic life of the City and the Presi- 
dency of any collapee in the Bombay mill industry would be exceedingly lenotis ” 

That makes it clear that the Government are having in theu: minds 
the time when probably or possibly a collapse may occur in the case of 
the mill industry Then naturally the question arises, why did they wait 
so long‘d Why did they not take up remedial measures m hand m 1927, 
when the millowuiers went to their doors on their bended knees and asked 
for protection ? Why did Government hold their -liands then and practi- 
cally side-track the w^hole question of giving protection to the mill 
industry? Why did they do it^ Now the Honourable the Commerce 
Member comes to this Assembly using this strong language, such as 
“collapse”, “dangerous results”, and so on and so on That reminds me 
of a saMng of a Sanskrit poet who savs 

''Prodtpte bhavaneta koop lhananam pratpodyamah Itcdrtahnh'*" 

which, when translated, means, the house is on fire and there is a con- 
idagration, and the remedial measure then is to begin to dig a well for 
quenching the flames It looks exactly like that Why did the Govern- 
ment wait for three years, if they really wanted to benefit this industry 
hv giving adequate protection^ Here is the mill industry on fire and are 
they now beginning to dig a well and tell us that after diggmg a well they 
will draw water and quench the flames of this industry But then the 
next question is that even though the measure of protection that is given to 
tlie mill industry is adequate, whether it will he of practical and material 
use to the industry? I at once give my opinion, for what it is worth, 
that the measure is not adequate, and secondly will the mill industry 
realise all the boasted results of this measure? Look at it The Govern- 
ment themselves sav that it is a temporary shelter intended* to be given 
for three years Now what will happen during these three years? The 
first year will go away and no benefit will go to the millowners because 
there has already been dumping and there wull be more dumping so that 
the first year will practically be useless on account of the dumping That 
is, 1931 will be w^asted like that We come to 1933, and then there is to 
tie a Tariff Board Inquiry, so the onlv year that is available for the mill- 
owners to reap the benefit is 1932, and I am not inclined to believe that, 
in one year, or within a \ear and a half, the mill industry is going to realise 
■these benefits very much in a material measure Could they in one year 
organise their industry, could thev put in new machinery m the busmess? 
CouM theA tram labour in one or two years'^ Could they increase reallv 
the wages of labour, or better the conditions of labour if they mean to 
wqhin a year or two? 

Then the question arises whether Lancashire will not occupy the void 
or vacuurn that^ will be created by giving protection as against Japan? 
The question will always remain one for speculation as to whether that 
particular void, created by the reduction of the exports from Japan, ydll 
be occupied bv the Indian millowners or by Lancashire Who can say 
definitely what will be the condition? M^y shrewd people who 

Know a good deal about these things, that the result will be that, whereas 
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Japanese competition will be out of the way, Lancashire will come in and 
take its place and occupy the void Then the question is, why should 
the country or the millowners even antagomse Japan, Italy or Belgium? 
Why should they antagomse the whole class of Swsideshi workers who are 
bent upon propaganda about Swadeshi and boycott in these days now 
when we are face to face with the struggle for achieving Svvara]? Again, 
if the millowners assent to this, the most important consideration m my 
opinion will be that they will be simply confirming the suspicions that are 
afloat in the air that the millowners themselves, at an earlier stage, have 
agreed to the preferential treatment to Lancashire Even before this Bill 
was heard of or thought of, I can say confidently, so far as I am con- 
cerned, I had read in the papers that one millowner, an influential leadmg 
rnillowner of Bombay, had gone to England and made a bargain with 
Lancashire on the basis of this preference 

Mr. H. P. Mody: Sir, this statement was made by my Honourable 
friend Mr Noogv yesterday and is repeated today by my Honourable 
friend Mr Kelkar Permit me to say. Sir, that while I cannot pretend 
to say on behalf of every individual millowner what he may or may not 
have done, I can say that, so far as I know, the story has no foundation. 
Any way, so far as my Association is concerned, no such demand has 
been made either now or in the past I wish mv Honourable friends 
would accept my denial as final 

Mr. President: The Honourable Meriiber refers to some individuals 

Mr. K. 0. Kelkar: I did not accuse the Association 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Rail^- 
Ways) : There was no communication either from our side 

Mr^ N. 0. Kelkar: The whole thing was stage-managed 

Mr. B. Das: Sir Ness Wadia did it 

Mr. H. P. Mody: May I ask my Honourale friend his authoritv for 
that statement? 

Mr. B. Das: My authority is Reuter’s telegram published three years- 
ago. 

Mr. H. P. Mody: I should like to see that telegram and find out m 
what connection it was made, and I should also like to see the authonty 
for that telegram 

Mr. K. 0. Ksogy: I quoted what I consider to be a good authority, 
namely, a reputed journal published from Bombay , the Servant of India 
I do not know whether the Honourable Member thought it worth his while- 
io contradict that report when it appeared m a paper published in his owa 
Presidency 

Mr. H. P. Mody: When it comes to my turn to speak again, I shall' 
tell mv Honourable friend what I think of the matter 

Mr. M. 8. Anay (Bwrar Representative) Was there any contradiction 
of H? 
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Hr. H. P. Hody: Why should there be a contradiction of anything 
and everything that appears m the Press? 

Mr, K. C. Keogy: Certainly, if it affects your reputation. 

Hr. President: Order, order Mr Kelkar 

Hr. Iff. 0. Kelkar: I shall be ready to accept any well-founded oon- 
iradiction which my Honourable friend may be preipared to offer circum- 
stantially But that was the impression that waa created m our mmda 
two years ago, when this Bill was not thought of or dreamt of And at 
that time there was a distmct assertion m the Press that one millowner — 

I am not accusing the Association at all — went to England and bargained 
with Lancashire about this protective duty agamst Japanese goods 

Hr. H. P. Hody: That IS not correct 

Mr. N, 0. Kelk&r: It may be so, but that was the report, and I shall 
be much obliged to my Honourable fnend if he gives the correct version 
at the proper time 

Sir, I have said all this in order to put before the House my view of 
what the millowners should do In the first place, I have said that I 
have no animus against them In the second place, I have said that I 
Am preipared to give them all reasonable protection that may be needed 
for them Let them come up and support the proposal for 20 per cent, 
all round, and I am prepared to support it. But I am not gomg to sup- 
port them in the present arrangement of a preferential tariff against 
Japan in favour of Lancashire In my view, 15 per cent general revenue 
duty does give them some sort of protection, and they should help us m 
raising this question about making it a general tariff of 20 per cent all 
round instead of an additional protective duty only against Japan to the 
extent of 5 per cent Let them be bold like my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Birla, whose observations were certainly conceived in a high and dignified 
spirit, and I may say that his conduct as a millowner on the present 
occasion is certainly heroic Every millowner in every psurt of India 
should stand up to that example and support us in this House to have an 
all roimd duty of 20 per cent I have already said that, even 20 per cent, 
will not be an adequate measure of protection Let us go forward. Our 
tariff schedule shows that, when we want protection to be given to inland 
industnes or manufactures, we go higher than that. In some oases, the 
tsinff schedule goes up to 30, 40, 50 and 100 per cent Let them choose 
any figure which they think adequate We are out to support them Let 
us make common cause agamst Government and support the particular 
tariff which they think will be adequate for the partioulsu* purpose. But 
my words may perhaps be wasted upon the millowners I can realise 
what particular position they are in, and as the Sanskrit poet says: 

**Buhhuk9hxtah kxm na karotx papamV* 

“Whftt sm ifli there in this world which a hungry man will ncA commit*’ ^ 

The story is told, and we all know it, that a Brahman of Brahmans, 
Vishwamitra. when there was famine in the land, was ready to eat even 
the fiesh of a dog Therefore I shall not wonder if, in spite of the defects 
of the present scheme of protection, the millowners will agree to receive 
it In that c«is6 we shall leave them to Uieir conscience and to their 
gains That, hpwever, does not solve the question as to what of the 
popular party or the opposition should do in regard to this Bill. I^eaving 
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them to their conscience and to their gams, we have to consider what 
position the Nationalist Party or the other popular parties in the House^ 
should take up, and I say that should be unhesitatingly an attitude of 
opposition to the present Bill 

Now, the question has been discussed as to whether this is Imperial 
Preference or not When once we go into the mystifying wood of words, 
theie IS no coming out It is like the hhukbhulia (labyrinth) of some ot 
the Eajas So leaving other words, I will take only the word “prefer- 
ence” I will leave “Imfperial“ and I will leave British goods But it 
18 some preference as against Japan and a discrimination There is no 
doubt about that Mv Honourable fnend the Commerce Member has 
been, — I may say to his credit, — perfectly frank about this He says 

*'Gav«mment frankly recognise that, as my Honourable colleague made plain in his- 
budget speech, the method adopted involves preference to British manufacturers ” 

Though he himself says that his Honourable colleague the Finance 
Member has not said it in so many words The Commerce Member has 
been candid enough to use the word “ Preference “ for British manu- 
fakstured goods But y\hat does the hmance Member sav'^ He sajs 

‘'We warned His Majesty’s Government that it would not be right for ns to ask the 
Assembly to commit themselves to Imperial Preference as a principle but merely to 
adopt a particulai course which in our judgment was consistent with India’s interests 
at a critical juncture ” 

We have to mark these uords It is not Impenal Preference, but it 
18 a “particular course of action at a critical juncture'" whatever we may 
understand by it 

Then, ho is himself conscious of the crooked natuie of this desciip- 
tion, for he says in paragraph 89 of his speech 

“Action taken for the provision of revenue is a straightforward matter ” 

But this provision about protection is not straightforward The 
measure for protection that he has proposed is obviously and admitted V 
not a straightforward matter The one was a stiaightforward matter, the 
other I may characterise as sneaking, surreptitious and crooked. Cer- 
taimly if is not straightforward, and therefore we see it in its present form 

Now, much has been said in diffeient foims by w'av of mitigating the 
evil of this particular principle of preference introduced here This, es 
the Fmance Member has said, is a particular course of action Mi 
Sarma yesterday said that it was a small measure, a little measure So 
he wanted to belittle the importance of thits measure of preference Sir, 
this belittling reminds me of a small storv The story is about a country 
parson in England In one of his official visits, he came across an un- 
married mother who had helped to bring into this world a piece of 
hmnamty in a way not generally recognised, and the pardon naturally re- 
proached the woman with having dope tp/s She held the little brat be- 
fore the parson and said “what a wee bit it is“ I do not know whether 
she also used the words, “Sir, it is not a policy, but a particular oourso 
of action at a critical juncture (t<oud Laughter ) The measure may 
he small, but you try to belittle this evil, which is a particular course 
of action at a critical juncture, aJoH it is a small measure, yet it is 
illegitimate Referring to that fiscal Authority 6r convention, I would sar 
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this If it was a fiscal coavention, real and true, then the Government 
stand m the position of the mother, and the Legislature stands m the 
position of the father Therefore any measure brought into being, or 
sought to be brought into betng on tliat basis without reference to the 
father or the Assembly is illegitimate It may be said that this measure 
lb put before the Assembly and who knows ^t may gam the assent, of 
the Assembly also But u e do know under what conditions it is going to bo 
done I therefore make a sporting offer to the Government Let the Gk>vem- 
ment officers, the nominated Members,, stand out The Legislature means 
the body of elected Members (Hear, hear ) Let them take a decision. 
If you win in a division like this, then it is legitimate Who can prevent 
}Ou then from proclaiming that this was given assent to? But if you are- 
going to pass this Bill, after declaring your intention that >ou are going 
to admit no amendment that ma> be passed, after having practically tola 
us so, what a great humiliation it is for us You say you are not 
going to admit any amendment, even if the House passes it. That at 
once shows what importance \ou attach to the vote of the Assembly. 
Then why should you speak m a dignified manner about the glorification of 
this non-exiistent fiscal autonomyi*^ Fiscal autonomy, if it is real, wiir 
be tested by three points With regard to the Government and the 
Assembly I have already stated what the position is That is unreal 
Then with regard to the Government of India and the Home Government, 
no one knows what has happened The Honourable Member has said that 
he tned to take this House mto confidence I have never heard that 
secrecy and confidence go hand in band and m reply to my Honourable* 
Leader, the Commerce Member has definitely stated that he is not going 
to lav on the table the v hole of the corresnondence on ^his matter How 
does this Government therefore say that it has taken the Assembly into 
its confidence*^ Therefore, secrecy and confidence do not go hand ifi 
hand, and I am not prepared to admit that Government have taken, 
this House into their confidence, and surely there is no real fiscal auto- 
nomy m this matter Then the only point of contact between Lanca- 
shire and India remain^ That of course is not possible, making Lancashire 
and India come to any agreement without Government intervening So, 
therefore, tested on all these three points of contact, from the point of 
view of fiscal autonomy, we find that fiscal autonomy is a sham and tho 
I’mance Member should have cons'deied twice or thrice before referring 
to that fiscal autonomy in this particular manner Instances have 
been given of the Colonies in which fiscal autonomy has been realised 
and Impei^ial Preference has been given But does the Honourable 
Member seriously mean that this House is on a par with the Parlia- 
ments of these self-govermng Colonies^ There they can make a free uuft 
of anything There they are at liberty to make any bargain they please, 
taking into consideration what political or what commercial or what eco- 
nomic advantages there w^ll be My Honourable fnend, Mr tlayakar, 
the otheT day, said, “I am prepared to give you this measure, but give me 
in return something very substantial” The Honourable Members oppo- 
site did not take up that bait They stuck to their seats They made 
no reply to him Now, Mr Shanmukham Chettv said the bargain should 
be on the basis of economic return What is the economic return? 
That questkai was put to h^m yesterday by Mr Neogy, and Mr Shan- 
mukham Chetty was not able to give any satisfactory reply Therefore, 
th^ iSLneither pcditical ratum nor jeoonoj^o return Theta ioil what 
coitflderatbn i^iaH we agree to this bargain wiikiLanoashire? 
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X)iwan Ohaman Lall: Does not the Honourable Member, before p’ 
ceeding further, think that an authoritative interpretation of the meani 
of fiscal autonomy ought to be obtaaned ? Is not that point of order 
be raiseid? 

Mr, N, 0. Kelkar: My point is that the Finance Member himself Kno\ 
that this 18 nO)t m the nature of the tariff autonomy or so called fisc 
autonomy iHe knows also that India does not like the present Bill ai 
yet he is supporting it and trying to put that before us as if on the bag 
'of fiscal autonomy I certainly do not want to challenge the veracity 
Lae Honourable Members opposite when they say that they did not r 
ceive any mandate from the Secretary of State m this matter I a 
prepared to admit that But that does not obviate the other fac 
that the mandate may have come from Lancashire (Hear, hear ) Ar 
mandates in these matters do not come (^irectly (Hear, hear ) 

Th0 Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) Is tl 
Honourable Member sug^sting that there has been any direct commun 
•cation between the Government of India and the Lancashire mdustries? 

Mr. N. 0. Kelkar: I have said not directly The Government of Indi 
lives and breathes in the atmosphere of Bntish commerce (Hear, hear), an 
L think that idea of a preference originating with Lancashire might ha-v 
,got over the atmosphere or the winds to the Government of India 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Will the Honourable Membe 
accept from me the most categorical assuiance that no suggestion of an 
kind of Imperial Preference or preference to Lancashiie has ever come t 
the Government of India, either from His Majesty’s Government or froi 
any representative of Bntish industry,'’ The suggestion, as I have ahead 
'Gxplamed, has been explamed by my Honourable colleague as having emc 
nated from the Government of India If any one is to blame for tha 
suggestion if it is not a proper proposal, if it is a proposal which doe 
not oommend itself to this House, it is we who art to blame for it N 
suggestion of any kind has come to us from any party in England on thi 
matter. 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: May I inquire whether the Government of Indi 
are in a position to accept the vote of this House on the proposals the 
have made? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: What does my Honourable fnen 
mean by '‘the vote of the House’*? 

Diwan Obaman Lall: If the amendment moved or going to be move< 
by the Honourable Member, the Leader of the Nationalist Party, is put t 
the vote of this House, will the Government of India accept the vote o 
this House on that amendment? 

The Honourable Sir George Schniter: The Government of India are ii 
the position of being responsible for a policy on this matter The Govern 
ment of India have put before this House what they considered to be i 
proper proposal, a proposal which, after due consideration apd taking int< 
account all the considerations and all the interests which beAr upon thii 
mattoY, they considered to be best in the interests of the country Th< 
Government of , India are responsible, and thev cannot put that responsi 
bility which rests on them. other shoulders That is the conatitu 
tional position at the moinent 'i^d it is for that reason that my nondurable 
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colleague has announced the decision to which the qUes^oner has 
referred 

Ut. FifeMeht; What I have not been able to understand SO faT fe ttiis :} 
whether the Government of India in this matter are respOOsiMs^ tO the 
British House of Commons, or whether they are responsible to this HBuse? 
They cannot be irresponanble altogether They must be responsible to 
someone in every inatter, and I want to know, to whoin ih this matter are 
the Government of India responsible? 

Mr. K. 0. Kelkar: I am prepared to accept whatever may be put be- 
fore us by way of his sincere sentiments by the Honourable the f’inance 
, ^ ^ Member I am prepared to accept whatever is put before ^ tho 

^ * House by the Finance Member, I am not going to question 

that, but I am a little puzzled m this matter I do not understand how 
the Government of India came to propose special treatment for Lfi^nca- 
shire Why do they not raise the duty to 20 per cent ? They would have 
got five per cent more of revenue, they stood to profit by it Had they 
really the interests of the consumer m thear mind? Sir, the less ssud 
about this matter the better In how many caee^ did they really iiiink of 
the consumer? Hr Johnson once said that patriotism is the last resort 
of the scoundrel Here consumers ore the last resort of the Bureaucracy 
in this country Whenever they want an excuse, they place it o;» the 
devoted head of the consumer, otherwise we know how much care they 
have taken of the consumer Is all this extravagance for the beueijt of 
the consumer? Is all this new taxation for the benefit of the consumer? 
Therefore the point is, the Secretary of State did not suggest, it is the 
Government of India alone who have thought of putting this (hscmmnat- 
ing tariff as against the interests of Lancashire and as against Japan 
The Finance Member has said in his speech that he knows the history of 
this cotton tariff business, that this has a long and troubled history, but what 
is the conclusion to be drawn from that troubled history? If he has read 
that history, he will know Lancashire has been our pnncipal enemy I 
do not want to go into that histpiy here If the Fmance Member wsuits 
it, perhaps I may reserve It for the third readiing, but t tell him aiid he 
must remember that there is no other enemy of India with regard to her 
cotton industry so great as Lancashire This troubled histcsry ea^nds 
over two hundred years, and India has suffered throughout at the hands 
of Lancashire In the days of the Company, the Goviemment wfts, for pro- 
tection, butHihe protection was given for England against the Indian cotton 
Industry. Then when the industry was killed ip Lidia, al^t year 

t^ Government thought of the blessings of free trade. ? all 

^eotton duties were absolutely removed from the tariff schedule; m 1894 
excise duties were put upon the Indian cotton industry^ Throughout, we 
sed‘ that the Indiai^ cotton industry has suffered. Indent Government 
wanted W Tsise more revenue by taxation, they rather pul a duty on salt 
^thflOi pui^a taa^ upon the cotton imp^s from Laaeamire. X have no 
wMt to go into history further, but I really wonder how ft'e Govem- 
nmt of India can find a solt corner in their hearta for; Xiancmpil^ |irh!oh 
hae been'^oioughlv ^responsible throtighbut these two hundred i for 
the mhi of the Indian ootton Sndustrvv -What wmdd Govwmme# , have 
doe# di they put a 20 per oent. duty aU-rpuailt^ Cflrtamly rthe^riap^d^ have 

0 
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gamed, and the industry would have gained But this is a chee8e*panng 
Government At the same tune the Government are great mathemati- 
cians, they have studied the differential oalciilas, I have not studied it 
myself, but there is such a thing as differential calculas, and they have 
investigated and arrived at the mmununx which would do the least harm 

With regard to the cotton duties, when there was a munity, when Gov- 
ernment were short of funds, or in 1894, when the value of the rupee 
went down, and they found it d;MSicult to impose taxation, or when war 
came and they were faced with deficits, it was only on those occasions 
that, in order to meet their own needs, they put on cotton duties, and 
even then they have not gone beyond 11 per cent , and in some years it 
has happened that a tax on salt has been imposed, even doubled, and 
cotton duties were not increased On two or three occasions 
the Tlnahce Member was obliged to give explanations to the Legislative 
Cdunoil as to why an increase in cotton duties did not find place in the 
Schedule, whach would have brought to Government as much as 10 crores 
of additional revenue to meet their deficits I say all this because the 
Finance Member said in his speech that he is acquainted with the long 
and troubled history of these cotton duties If he has read that history 
impartially, let him say how the Government of India have a soft comer 
for Lancashire, which has been the chief enemy of the cotton industry in 
India This industry is only just coming up Prom 1894 to 1926 there 
was that excise duty Whenever there was a small rise in the cotton im- 
port duty, it was countervailed by an excise duty So you practically 
killed the Indian cotton industry, that has been the history of this cotton 
tariff I am therefore puzzled to know what can possibly have suggested 
it, unless there has been a revelation from heaven, that they should give 
this discriminating protective duty against Japan and in favour of Lanca- 
shire The millowners say they did not suggest it, the Secretary of State 
did not suggest it, certainly the Assembly did not suggest it I do not 
know then who suggested it I am prepared to accept their explanation 
and not challenge their veracity, but full explanation is due to us so long 
as the correspondence has not been placed on the table Therefore there 
ig some room for suspicion I dq not wish to say anything more If I 
have gbt to say anything more, I will say that perhaps on the third reading 
Here 1 will content myself with only touching the main aspects of the 
case as they appear to me, and I Have tried to give my answers to some 
of ^he issues which I have! myself ^rafeed 

Hr, Fagkl IbrAhim (Bombay Central Dmsion: Muham- 

madan Rural)' Sir, I nse to congratulate my fnend Mr Kelkar oU the 
very able speech that he had made before this House He has told us 
that he would put up a clean fight and he has done so very ably. He has 
not talked of the Bombay mill industry, of the protection to the Bombay 
mill industry, like my friend 'Mr. Ghuanavi who, in his enthusiasm, con- 
demned the Bombay mill industry without even reading the Bill which 
is befo;pe the House Sir, my friend Mi* Hhuznavi traced the htttory of 
the t©]|tile industry in India and his grievsdice dated from 1905, and because 
^mething wrong was done in 1906; without considering either the merits 
or the present condition through wMeh the textile induatrv is passir^, xij 
mend has advised this Houaa to onnoee ev^ the consideration of f.hla Bill. 
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Sir, from the debate that has followed ux this Hous0, 1 .find that thara la 
a good doal of confusioii. The motion before the Houae is merely a 
motion, adiether the Efouse would agree to give plrotectioa to the textile 
industry of India. That is the principle which this Houae is asked to 
endoi'se. This is the First Beadmg of the Bill {An Honourable Member . 
“Not the jPirst “) I mean this is the Second Beading of the Bill.' .What 
are we votmg for? We are voting for the principle of protection to the 
textile industry m British India In this connection, Sir, I should hke to 
congratulate my frieud, Mr Birla, for his vety able speech and magnani- 
mity of mind He at least has recogmsed that protection is necessary, 
but his grievance is against the preferential duty. May I tell him, Sir, 
that as far as the consideration of the Bill js concerned, he at least, if 
not his party, should Support this Bill Let us understand the issue before 
the House The issue before the House is, I take it, to grant protection 
to the textile mdu^try Later when the amendments come up, it^ is open 
to this House, if it is convinced, to accept the amendment of my friend 
the Leader of the Opposition or to accept the proposal of Government, 
as embodied m the Bill, or with the amendment of my fnend Mr Ohetty 
Therefore, as far as this House is concerned, I take it that, with the 
exception of one or two Members, there is complete unanimity of opimon 
that the textile industry reqmres protection These proposals, Sir, I take 
it, are the outcome of the negotiations which took place between the 
leaders of the textile industry in India and the Member m charge juat 
before the Assembly Sessions began 

Hr. A. H. Cihuxnftvl; When was this? 

Hr. Vazal Ibrahim EahimtuUa: I said just before the Sessions began. 

I hope my fnend Mr. Ghuznavi reads newspapers. Therefore, the point 
IS, whether the proposals that are now before the Government are accept- 
able to the millowners in India I won’t sjgy, and I hope my fnend Mr. 
Ghuznavi will admit that this measure is not confined to Bombay. 

Hi. a. h : Ghuznavi: It is mostly confined to Bombay. 

Mr. Tazal Ibrahim BaliimtaUa: It may be mostly to Bombay, but the 

depression is felt all over India 

Hr. Httkhtar Singh (Meerut Division Non-Muhammadan Bural) WaB 
it at the suggestion of the rpillowners that the preferential duty was pro- 
posed 7 

Hr. razal, Ibrahim Bahimtulla: I say the proposals emanated out ol 
the conference between the millowners of India and the Govemme|it of 
India This Bill is the outcome, I have not come to the pi^eferential 
duties. ..... ^ 

Hr. H. S. Alley: The proposals embodied in this Bill? , > , 

Hr. ITazal Ibrahin^ Bahlmttilla: ' The millowners of Ihdia ^eqtdred i>ro^ 
tecGon, and the Government of India have brought fhWiwt a Blit whoecf 
principle fs protection. (An Honot^rable Member^ of ^ the 

negotiations?") .That ia for.tlio n^owners^ tp ^'mustsav^v 

once.iiiat I aip neither a naiUowner nor a miu .f^eiit, por am I a 

Leader . I am one of those who want to st^idy on its 

The Leader of my party has said that this party considers every measure 

betdrathe fiouae on its own thefts, irreBpe^im^ any other 

even if 50 per cex^. if io be ,l^de3 ovef, labour of ^^,,^>i|ihay 
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textile industry Sir, in paragraph 63 of the speech of the Honourable 
the Finance Member, the question has been raised, and this is what he 
says 

"We felt, in fact, that thi9 method of approach from the British Government bad a 
special significance It affcvds striking evidence that the fiscal autonomy convention 
has become iuk integral put of the oonstiiotion, mid that even when British interests 
are most pro^ondiQF efieeted by tariff changes in India, the intervention of the BriUsh 
Goverujment is vefffrictea to representation and appeal Complete freedom was accorded 
to the Government of India to take the final decision m whatever manner they thought 
light for India'" 

Bit, F^mance Member has told this House that, as far as the Secre* 
tary of Btajlie is ooucemed, he has not interfered with this. The reason 
why Government of India have introduced preferential duties is con- 
taii)#drUi paragraph 58 of that very speech of the Honourable the Fmanne 
Meinbert .This is what is stated m that speeqhj. 

"In tba second place^ I must, on behalf of the Government of India, make it clear 
that wo oonld not feel justified m imposing for revenue purposes a higher duty than 
16 per cenit^ and that, so far as the protective measures are concerned, it is only if their 
scope IS limited, in the way that we propose, that we could agree to carry them so far. 
As 1 pointed out at the outset, we cannot disregard the intereste of the consumer, and 
It IS contrary to all sound prinpaples to impose a protective duty putting a heavy 
burden on the consumer, if the benefit to the producer must be small or negligible " 


I say, Ihir, whether right or wrong, this is the consideration which has 
led the Government to bring m the question of preferential duties It is for 
this House either to support or to rebut the argument that the Govern- 
ment of India are wrong m assuming that the amendment of Pandit 
Malaviya is hot in the mterests of the consumer. I would therefore like 
to bear Hie Leader the Opposition before Hus House makes up its mind 
in nigard to the question of preferential duties. I hope, Su:, my friends 
will not fight shy of the preferential duties. My friends, m their haste to 
denounce the Imperial Preference, have said that the Tata Steel Industry 
Bill was protection from the back door The present protection is from 
the front door, and if I repeat what Mr. Jayakar suggested that m future 
he' did not know the kipd of protection there will be, I may say it may be 
from the chimney. I hope, Sir, that the people will understand that the 
qu^ 9 ^n of protection is to be debated on its own merits. The question 
of protection should pome first, and my fnend Mr Birla has pomted out 
that the protection, as put forward by Government, is not adequate, but 
I ^o not know whether, on that score, he will oppose the Bill. He is 
opposing the Bill 6n the question of Imperial Preferenee I may say at 
oncOi^ Sir, th^t I am not m favour of Poaperial Preference I do not think) 
Sir, any Bombay man, either in this House or outside, is prepared to 
admit that he is in favour of Imperial Preference Therefore, Sir, I hope 
my friends will not ndsjudge the Bombay millowners or the Bombay re> 
presenin^ivcs here who a^,you ip^ithing morq and nothing less than protoc- 
tion to the textile in4o6try« 


ICr. 0* I dare say tho Honourable Member has re^ the 

Kote wWch has been Oiroulated ot6!^ the signature of the Honourable Sir 
Qeoifge Rainy, ^d'l wjp quote ftoni it oi:^ two lines from Hie bottom of 
page 1 ' and two lihes dltUm the iiop of iT This Is what he says j 
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May I take it apliowuers 4i(i B^,ik»k ^5 p^ir oan^ jreyer 

nue duty as against Lancashire ? ^ ^ 

Mr. H. ]P. Mody: I have already stated to the House^ bn more than 
one occasion, th^t when we ajipeeured befoire the Govemmbttt^-of* India ^ 
asked for 20 per cent, and 3^ annas duty all round. I hop6 my friend 
take as final, ; « 

Mr. K. 0 . Neogy : Will my Honourable fnend explain this statement in 
Sir George Kamy’s note? 

T)ie Monpurahle Sir George ^Mny; It waa never present to my mmd 
that that sentence could bear the meaning that the proposal mentionad 
by my Honourable friend Mr. Mody had not been made, It was indeed 
notorious to all the world that it had been made. What was m my mind* 
was that the competition from the United Kingdom had never been giX^ 
as § reason fpr the grant of higher protection. 

Mr. Taxal Ibrahim BahimtuUa: Two of the Members of this House 
have given an adequate and effective reply to my friend Mr Neogy, hnd 
therefore I need not go into that question My point is th)s, that as fat a$ 
this House 18 concerned, it should not mix up the issues. Let us at once 
vote for the consideration, if we are satisfied that protection is necessary, 

1 think the Leader of the Opposition has also said that he is for protec- 
tion Then the next stage will come when the Leader of the Opposition 
will inove his amendment as to what kind of preferential duties we should 
give, or whether there should be no question of preferential duties. At 
that sta^c, would be our pleasure to hear the Leader of the Opposition 
making put a case why preferential duties are not m the interests of this 
country. My friend, Mr Chetty, I think, has done very well m his speech 
on the Budget to lay down the three conditions on which, even if preferen- 
tial duties are granted, they can possibly be justified He spid 

“If it IS possible to devise a scheme of tariff by virhich Indian industries will be 
able to get all the protection they want, by which the Indian consumer will not b# 
affected aod by which yoo will give some sort of preference to Empire goods, then, I 
certaudy fpr one will not object to it ” 

I think, Members of this House are carried away by too much talk 
of Lancashire. I wish they should concentrate their attention mpra on 
the Indian mdustry and the conditions of the industry m India. They 
should talk less of Lancashire and more of Indian mduslnes. If they Were 
to concentrate their attention on that, the solution of this difi&cult problem 
will be very easy ^ Several Members of this House have given an 
reply to my fnend Diwan Chaman Lall, except the third generate mooip- 
petency. My friend Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas did give him aome 'reply, 
but I may tell him that the greatest difficulty and the greatest liitoii is the 
* banking i^yetem m India The banks m Indu^ and I think the Henourekie 
the Ji'ifianoe Member will bear in mind this question, do net advance money 
unless the Meineiging Agents give their personal signature and their personal ' 
liability for it and if the Bcmkmg Inquiry Committee can see its way to 
remedy this evil, I hope the question about managing systems filhy 
be a question debatable on a future pccasiop and not today. 

! Air. myn SngartAmidyAi.r Is the Honeuiable Member ii^^e ftbnt 
thasilmpisnol Bank.dtoes not lend monny» } without the , «lga#tn:ja of 
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]&• Vasal Zbraliim BalUn^toUa: That is mj inioraiatioii, 

Mr, Vldya Sagar Pandya: I am afraid you are not quite correc^i. 

Mr. B. K. S han mukhain Oliatqr: I may tell my fnend that the sUv^ 
ment of Mr BahimtuUa is perfectly correct, 

Mr. Vidyia Sagar Pandya: I have also information that there ^u'e casei 
m which the advance has been made. 

Mr. Preald^t: Never mind Both are right. 

Mr. Vasal Ibrahim BahimtuUa: There may be an exception in the caa^ 
of Mr Vldya Sagar Pandya, and I am glad that the Imperial B ank n 
treating him so very favourably One important pomt which my fnenc 
Mr. Ghuznavi advanced without perhaps understanding is the quotation oJ 
Mr Kbedtan. He drew the attention particularly of Sir Purshotamdas 
to it, because he is his colleague and co-worker both m the Bankmg 
Inquiry Committee and in the federation of the Chambers of Commerce 
My 4i?end does not understand what finer counts are and whab suitable 
machinery is necessary, what amount of cotton is necessary to be imported 
and whether the present condition will allow them to think of finer counts 
before they get adequate protection. I hope my friend Mr. Ghuznavi will 
realifie seriously the present depression m the textile industry. The Gov- 
ernment of India say that a moment's delay will be disastrous and there- 
fore they have said that they are givmg them protection for three years 
as an emergency measure, and are not asking you to commit yourself 
on the question of Imperial Preference The whole question wilf be placed 
before the Tariff Boatd, and the Government will then come forward with 
the proposals that may emanate from that body. My fnend Diwan 
Chaman Lall was expressing great solicitude for the consumers My fnend 
does not know that, whilst India is not m any way showing hostility to- 
wards Japan, their whole protest lies in the question of unfair competition, 
and fnend, who has read the Fiscal Commission’s Beporfc, will bear me 
out that dumping was resorted to m order to kill the steel mdustry. And 
then woe be to the consumeirs I hope that my fnend, Diwau Chaman Lrall 
will realise that Japan is not sellmg cheap in order to benefit Indians 
but ultimately to benefit Japan, and therefore the question has arisei 
regarding protection to the textile industry. 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: May I ask the Honourable Member If he ii 
makmg this charge, that Japan is dumping goods into India? 

Mr. Vaial Ibraliiin BahimtoUa: I mentioned the steel mdustry 

jOlwan Ohaman Lall: Is the Honourable Member awar^ that ihe Tarif 
Boid has definitely denied it? 

Mta Vaial Ibrahim Bahimtidla: It is in the Fiscal Commission's Beport. 
1 will ask my fnend to refer to it In paragre^h 183 on page 68 of Ihs 
Fiscal Commission’s Beport it is stated: 

“W© have discussed th® possibility of protection being netitrsiiseff owiflg to tne 
existence of unfair railway or skipping rates*** 

^ This IS a kmd of method I hope the Government of India will adopt 
towards Indian Industry 1 want to say this Tbit the eofUoiiL ihili 
industiy in India has got to fight two op|»oneints The one is the un* 
sympathetic attitude of the la^ur, and the second is the GcverKuqMiil 
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of India I hope, therefore, the GoTenunent of India wUl not take it 
ae an offence if I say that they do not do the right thing at tiie right 
inon^ent The Tariff Board’s Bepcart asked fop protection in 192V, and 
it is now that they have come forward with this proposal I^aturally, 
therefore, the suspicion has risen in this House whether it is really for 
the cotton textile industi^ in India or whether it. is for the of 

Lancashire that this proposal has been made I hope the Honourable 
the Commerce Member will make this point very clear when he ght^ Up 
to speak and reply categorically to this House, that it is in the interest 
of India and that it is entirely dde to the present depression prevailing 
in the country Had it not been for that, they would not have come forward 
here to penalise the consumer I hope. Sir, that the real debate, if it is 
to take place, will take place on the motion of my fnend Pandit Madan 
Mohan Malaviya, and at that stage we will be able to understand whether 
it is not in the interests of the consumer that we ought to have a pre- 
ferential duty 

Sir Darcy Lindsay and Several HonouraMe Kembers: The question 

may be now put 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshl (Burma- Non-European) Sir, I have nou con- 
nection with the cotton industry and I do not claim to have any -special 
knowledge about it Although I am neither an industrial magnate nor 
an economic expert, I refuse to surrender my judgment either to my Hon. 
ourable friends Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas and Mr Mody on the one 
hand or to my Honourable fnend Mr Birla on the other hand As a 
practical legislator, I consider it my duty to approach the question before 
the House without racial prejudice and without any economic bias 

Sir, the starting point of the controversy over the principle of Imperial 
Preference was the Honourable the Einance Member’s budget speech As 
I have associated myself with a certain amendment under unfair condi- 
tions forced on this House by the Government of India, I wish to make 
my position quite clear on the question of Imperial Preference I pro- 
pose, Sir, with your permission, to deal with certain salient passages from 
the speeches of the Honourable the Finance Member and the Honourable 
the Commerce Member and to examine the attitude of the Government of 
India towards the question of Imperial Preference on the one hand and 
the question of Fiscal Autonomy on the other hand The Honourable the 
Finance Member, m paragraph 48 of his budget speech, made the follow- 
ing statement 

*'Let me make it clear at the outset that the fiscal aaionomy convention le a reality 
and that decisions om matters of this kind are left to the Government of India and it 
IS on this basis that onr deliberations have proceeded throughout ” 

Now, Sir, I would ordinarily accept a statement when it is made in all 
earnestness by a Member of the Government on tiie floor of this House 
The position of the Government is that Fiscal Autonomy is a reality and 
that fiscal decisions are really left to the Government of India We have 
obtained certain information from the Government Benches which shows 
that, before EGs Majesty’s Government addressed the Government of 
India, the proposals of the Government of India were to raise the revenue 
duty from 11 per cent to 16 per cent , and to impose a protective duty 
of annas per pound on plain grey goods. The Govemm^t of India 
have admitted that it was only after the communication was received 
frcNn His Majesty’s Government Ihey chuiged thtir ground. Now. 
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18 Fiscal^ Autonomy a reality i|0 far as this House is cdUcemed? 
Neither Sir George Schuster, nor Sir George Bainy has gone to the length 
q{ s^gge8ting that any kind of Fiscal Autonomy vests in this House* thB 
only claim made is that it rests with the Government of India. Then, 
Sir, the Finance Member goes on to say in paragraph 50 of his budget 
speech * 

‘*We explained to Hw Majesty’s Government that m placing this proposal before 
the Assembly we should point out that so far as we are aware this is the first occasion 

on which the ccmaidered opinion of the Cabinet has been conveyed in this form to the 

Gkivemment of India 4nd that we were unpressed by the sieniiicance of the precedent 
sc established *» f a 

In paragraph 51 he goes on to sfty . 

* ^Finally, we made it clear that in a matter of this kind, after frankly starting onr 
conclusions, we should desire to put our carefully considered views before the Legisla- 
tive Assembly with whom the final decision must rest ” 

Now, Sir, I do not know if my Honourable friend Sir George Schuster 
meant these words when he uttered them in this House in the course of 
hbi budget speech I take it that he did I gcr further and take it that 

Bir George Schuster means these words now and adheres to them. I will 

repeat them • 

‘'To put our carefully considered views before the Legislative Assembly with whom 
the final decision must rest 

But, Sir, the Honourable the Commerce Member takes up an entirely 
different attitude, and this divergence of attitude has created doubts and 
apprehensions in the minds of the Opposijilon. 

Mr. Praaidant: If the Honourable Member is not prepared to conclude 
his remarks within 10 minutes, I propose to adjourn the House 

I Ifir. JalUMlglr K. Munaihi: No, Sir, I cannot conclude in 10 minutes 

^ The Assembly theft adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, the 
27th March, 1980 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 

Thursday, 27th March, 1930. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Qhamber of the Council House ei 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr President in the Chair. 


MEMBER SWORN: 

Sir C P Ramaswami Ayyar, ML A (Tanjore cum Trichinopoly r 
Non-Muhammadan Rural). 


THE COTTON TEXTILE INDUSTRY (PROTBCTION) BILL. 

Mr. President: The House will now resume further consideration of 
the motion moved by the Honourable Sir George Rainy on the 18th March, 
1930, that the Bill further to amend the Indian Tariff Act, 1894, and to 
amend the Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Act, 1927, be taken 
into consideration 

Mr. Jehangir E. Munshi (Burma Non-European) . Sir, yesterday when 
the House adjourned, I was referring to the inconsistency in the position 
taken up by the Honourable the Finance Member in his Budget speech 
and the position adopted by the Honourable the Commerce Member m 
the speech which he delivered in this House on the 18th of March when 
moving the consideration of this Bill I shall agam draw the attention 
of the House to the statement made by the Honourable the Finance Mem- 
ber in paragraph 61 of his Budget speech* 

'‘Finally we made it clear that, in a matter of this kind, after frankly stating onr 
•conclusions, we should desire to put our carefully considered views before the Legisla- 
tive Assembly with whom the final decision must rest ” 

My Honourable fnend Sir George Rainy took up an entirely different atti- 
tude On the 18th of March he said. 

“1 should be misleading the House if I conveyed the impression that Government 
have an open mind, or that they are prepared to discuss these vanous amendments on 
the footing that all of them arc equally open for consideration I havq no desire 
whatever to mislead the House on that point, and mdeed it would be entirely wrong if 
I did so I^astic changes in the scheme embodied m the Bill, it would, I fear, be 
impossible for the Government to accept 

While Sir Geoiige, Schuster said that the final decision must rest with' 
the Assembly, Sur George Rainy said quite the reverse, I dq not know^ 
t5ir, whiqh of these two contradictory positions is now^ thq ^x^wtion of the 
Government of India ; and 1 take it that, either the Hottourable the Finance 
Member, or the Honourable the Commerce Member, will remove the oon- 
fM6h in this House definite^ state which fiobitkm. the Qdvemne^l 
of abandon, and which position they adheife to «ow. 
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Sir, the Honourable the Finance Member claime that fiscal autonom;; 
IS a reality That proposition would hold good if the Government of Indie 
were prepared to accept the position that m all fiscal matters and on aJ' 
tariff questions they would abide by the vetdict of this House, and that 
when the verdict of the House is taken, the block of 26 nominated official 
votes would remain neutral Even if their position were that, allowing the 
official block of 26 votes to affect the verdict one way or the other, thej 
^^ould abide by the verdict of this House, we might to a certain extent 
understand their claim that fiscal autonomy is a reality in this country 
But what is the position which Sir George Ramy has taken up? That 
the Government of India and the Government of India alone are the sole 
judges of tariff measures to be introduced and tariff policy to be followed) 
and that they will not, under any circumstances, accept the verdict of 
this House or respect the sentiments of this House The words used by 
Sir George Rainy are emphatic and unequivocal — “impossible to accept 
any changes” in the proposals put forward by the Government of India, 
Now, Sir, if TOe Government of India and the Government of India alone, 
are, even m antagonism to this House, to be the sole judges of what 
should be the fiscal policy or the tariff proposals for this country, then 
it IS impossible for this House to lose sight of the fact that His Majesty’s 
Government can influence the Government of India, and m certain cir- 
cumstances 18 bound to influence the Government of India, when for in- 
stance the intere<^ts of Lancashire or anv other predominant British in- 
terests clash with the interests of India His Majestv ’s Government, 
although actuated by the best of motives towards India, may, by force of 
circumstances of domestic politics, find themselves in a position when they 
must bow to forces m their own oountr\ It is impossible for Sir George 
Rainy to stand up here and tell us that the Government of India are at 
present free to impose their will on His Majesty’s Government regardless 
of the difficulties of the domestic problems of unemplovment facing His 
Majesty’s Government or the embarrassment wRich would necessarih be 
caused to His Majesty’s Government as a result of the Government of 
India adopting certain fiscal proposals It is no 11*^0, Sii, trving either to 
deceive this country or to cloud the real issue before this House Induv 
does not enjoy fiscal autonomy in any shape or form (Hear, hear ) 

Sir, the Government of India have, m my opinion, been actuated by a 
degree of undue chivalry^ m the course of this debate Both Sii George 
Rainy and Sir George Schuster have got up more than once and have 
asserted, wnth an unusual degree of heat, that the proposals winch they have 
put before this House have not been induced by any ^^pr^fi^IItations from 
Lancashire, and have not been imrpoaed by His Majesty's 6k)verament 
They have gorie further, they have taken upon themselves whatever 
blame and odium may attach to their present scheme It is not for me, 
Sir, to help the (Government of India to relieve themselves of a particular 
odium if thev insist on having it; but knowing Sir George Rainy as we do, 
find judging him from his^Mst reewd, I ^nd it difficult, Sir, to accept the 
whole of thig self-oondettifiatory statem^t tn toto, that the Government 
of India and the Government of Jndia^ slope have deeid^ to plt^ this 
scheme before the House as theif bwn copeidered fn the Ijest 

interests of India j 

Sir, before T proceed to oririoise Sip Baiiiy 's attitiide with regard 

to this particular meaaune^ I wish to {>i^f the tribute that he deeervea. 
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The attitude which Sir George Bainy took up wi<ih regard to taxatkaa on 
kerosene has produced a deep impression on my mmd Here, Sir, we 
have a Brit^ Member of the Gbvemmeht of Indian— a Sootohinan — ^wha 
dehherately phi forward proposals of taitation which are bound to affect 
the profits Of the Burmah Oil Company He did so to ob^aiD revenue for 
the Government of India He did so, knowmg that about half a crore of 
rupees which he would get in this way from the Burmah Oil Company 
woufd in other directions relieve the taxpayer Such conduct deserves 
great admiration and I say this in spite pf the fact that, mainly op grounds 
of sentiment, I voted against his proposal to tax the Burmah Oil Company. 
But at the same time it makes it very difficult for me to belie v^ that the 
very same man could, if he were an entirely free agent, come forward and 
force on this House a scheme of Imperial Preference in the form that he 
has put before this House, which, he has more or less admitted, has been 
conceived to help Lancashire at the cost of the consumer ha this country 

Sir George Ramy has made it clear, in the course of his speech, that* 
if this Bill 18 passed in the form in which the Government of India have 
placed it before the House, or subject to the amendment moved by Mr. 
Chettv, the House will be endorsing the principle of Imperial Preference. 
Sir George Rainy says 

“I should like to make it clear that wei do not aak the House at this stage to pass 
a final decision on the question whether m the scheme of protection there should be 
preference for British goods ” 

In other words, at a subsequent sUge of the Bill when the House adopts 
the final motion, it vmII, in Sir George Rainy s own words, “pass a final 
decision on the question whether in the scheme of protection there should 
be preference for British goods” We shall be called upon, when voting 
on this Bill, definitely to pronounce our decision whether this House does 
or does not accept preference for British goods — Sir George Rainy carefully 
avoids the words “Imperial Preference” 

Sir,* Imperial Preference may be defined in a number of ways Impe- 
rial Preference mav be argued to mean many things But the atmos- 
pliere for Imperial Preference cannot be manufactured either by the Gov- 
ernment of India or by any Tariff Board (Hear, hear ) BLav^ in this 
country the atmosphere necessary to induce this House to agree readily- 
to any scheme of Impenal Preference? The basic point of Impenal Pre- 
ference in any part of the Empire is, to my mind, not wholly economic; ii 
IS prim^arily a pr^atter sentiment There must be sentiment, there must be 
regard^ there t^t be friendship, before any part of the Empire approaches 
the economic question of affording any degree of protection; or preference 
or relief to any other part of the Empire The Government of India are 
sadly mistaken if they imagine that the present moment is an opportune 
moment for such a sentiment to express itself in this country .... 

Wt* frwldenfc: The Honourable MiMjaber himself has an amendment in- 
Volvii^ Imperial Preference. 

X. KnniM; I am coming to that^ 'Sin and that is where 
tb3^ sfrohgest of this Homie has to be receded. 

Sir, tbe downment of India haTO a very serious responsf- 
btUty, ip this mattei^^ may, by force .pi iproumjtances, oarty 'tHs 
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House enjojs a greater measure of ^cal power, when this House really 
enjoys fiscal autonomy, will the bitterness that is caused by Government’s 
present attitude help Ehgland? WiU it help Lancashire? Will it help 
any other part of the Empire? If the Government of India want to create 
a proper atmosphere and to induce a proper sentiment for Imperial Prefer- 
ence, the present pohcy of political repression should be abandoned; aud I 
feel that my Honourable fnend, Sir James Crerar, oan do more m this 
direction tlum either , Sir George Bainy or Sir George Schuster. In this 
connection a very serioua respoiisibility also rests on the European Group in 
this House. I ask them, have they contributed their share towards creat- 
ing the necesseiry atmosphere m this country? Have they done anything 
to foster a proper sentiment m this House for Imperial Preference? I 
shall give one recent instance to illustrate my point The other day I 
was questioning the Home Member with regard to certain incidents which 
tooi place in Rangoon The European Group were not directly concerned 
with it If the European Group imagine that they are more efficient than 
Sir James Crerar they are mistaken Sir James Crerar was fully able 
to deal with the questions raised in this House But what did the Euro- 
pean Group do? An old experienced member oflihiB Group, Sir Hugh 
Cooke, ranged himself against me and rushed to the help of Government. 
Sir Hugh Cocke forgot at the moment that I was the solitary representative 
of Burma in this House, that I was labouring under a serious handicap by 
reason of difficulties m the matter of communication with Burma, and that, 
:n spite of these difficulties and handicaps, I was trying to do my duty to 
my Province He got up and tried to bring my action into discredit. 
Now. Sir, this may be a small thing, but it reflects tEe mentality of the 
European Benches Have they extended to us friendship, have they 
extended to us sympathy, in matters pohtical either in this House or out- 
side, that they should expect this House to extend its economic sympathy 
either to the European community in this country cm* to Lancashire? In 
these things there must be first of all a reciprocity of sentiment (Hear, 
hoar ) 

Mr. Arthur Mom (Bengal : European) Sir, the European Group has 
never asked for any economic concessions in this country on any senti- 
mental grounds We have only asked to be treated on a level vnth the 
other communities in India. 

Hr. Jahangir K. Munahi: My Honourable friend, Mr Arthur Moore, has 
a painfully short memory; and in this connection I wish to refer to the 
part I played the other day on grounds of sentiment; and I therefore felt 
more hurt that Sir Hugh Cocke should have, only two days after that, got 
up end adopted such an unnecessarily unsympathetic at^tude toward! 
me and my Province The other day Sir George Rainy asked this HousO 
to subject the Burmah Oil Company to a taxation which would Contri- 
bute about half a crore of rupees Mably on grounds of sentiment, I 
walked into the same lobby With my Eim>j>eiuj friends,— on gronndsrQf senti- 
ment for the BurmA Oil Company^ wMoli I consider as good employer 
of labour in Burma, on grounds of sentnnent for my European friends in 
this House, on of qentiitt'ent fSr wie Etimpeaa eptthinunity fh' tos 

country Ido lai^ .want to feel^that Indian<f are h^dnd^to'aet 

against European IntCreWs fit 'such Afad whikdidiAv 

friencR ^r Arthur Moore, plead at that moment ? He said that, because 
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these particular European oil mterests had enjoyed this imm u n ity from 
t^ixation for ^6 years, they should be allowed to continue to enjoy that 
inunutiity for another 25 years. 

Hr. Aztluur Moore: Sir, on a point of personal explanation, 1 ssid 
nothing of the kin<L 

Mr. JTehangir K. Knnshi: I am not trying to reproduce Mr Moore's 
exact words I am trying to reproduce Mr. Moore ’s argument. > ^ 

Mr. Arthur Mochto: That was not my argument. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: It was Mr Moore's argument and Sir George 
•Rainy replied to it. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: May I say, Sir, that it was not my argument? My 
argument was that, for 25 years, the consumer m this country had a con* 
cession, and I thought that the risk should not be taken of withdrawing 
that concession from the consumer m this country I said nothing about 
European interests and my speech had nothing to do with that. 


Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Does Mr. Mopre seriously suggest that the 
consumer’s interest for 25 years was not the Burmah Oil Company’s in- 
terest for 25 years ? (Hear, hear ) 

Mr. Arthur Moore: I wsis not discussing the interest of the Burmah Oil 
Company or of any particular oil company 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: But the Honourable Member was holdipg a 
brief for them 


Mr. Arthur Moore: I was holding no bnef. I was speaking in the in*- 
terest of the consumer 


Mr* Jehangir K. Munshi: My Honourable fnend Mr Moore is now 
seriously suggesting that the Opposition Benches are filled with a pack of 
lunatics, who neglect the interests of the Indian consumer and that it falls 
to the lot of Mr Arthur Moore to stand up m this House and protest in the 
name of the Indian consumer that eUl these traitors are opposed to the 
interests of the Indian consumer 


Mr. K. 0. Meogy (Dacca Division* Non-Muhammadan Rural)* Does 
fapt my Honourable fnend know that Mr Arthur Moore is connected with 
a paper wfaiich at one time used to call itself * the “Friend of India"? 
(Laughter) 


Mr. Jahmfir K- HduudU; 8ir, 1 regret the unnecessary heat mtroduood 
into this debate, by my Hcmourable friend Mx Moore at the very moment 
when X am appeaamg to him an^ hie colleagues to create a friendly at- 
mosphere in this House. 1 am actually pleading that it ia up to the 
European Banehea to create a friendly atmosphere in this House and to 
{oater the proper friendly sentiment for Imperial prefemioe, and when I am 
making these effoits^ w. Moore says he not ha^ iti, 

Mr,' Aithnj llitiw: 8h^, may I injbnxt my !Honoiirable fijend <4iat t 
lai^iiotmng of ihe ^aieter? But I do thc^ it ig a little’ out 
m io ^hat, because l^,Hpgii took ^ 
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in some manner unfriendly to the interests of India I think it would be 
much more to the pomfc if my Honourable friend were to pomt out in what 
‘way the European Group, either by its votes or its speeches in the past, 
has shown itself other than identified with the best mterests of the coun- 
try? (Honourable Memhers: ‘‘Question.'") 

Mr. Jelumgir X. Munihl: This question I can answer very briefly smd 
effectively I will refer my Honourable fnend Mr Moore to the division 
lists to find out how often his party voted with the Opposition against the 
Oovemment The task will not be a difficult one; and he will hardly find 
half a dozen such lists during the last ten years That, Sir, is Mr. Arthur 
Moore's performance “in the best interests of this country 

Now, Sir, I regret that, when I am trying to appeal to the European 
Benches to create an atmosphere of friendlmess, Mr. Arthur Moore should 
allow himself to introduce unnecessary heat into the debate 

Mr. Arthur Moore: Not at all 

Mr. jBhangir K. Munshi: I was trying to illustrate, Sir, by an example, 
that I am actuated by pro-Bntish sentiments, and that I want to help 
the European non-official commercial community in this country I want 
to show proper sentiment towards them, but I cm only continue to 4o so, 
if there is some sort of reciprocity on their part. Things of this kind 
cannot be continuously one-sided 

Mr, Arthur Moore: Does it not occur to the Honourable Member that 
he and I went into the same lobby because we were both interested in the 
welfare of the industry of hie province? 

Mr. Jehanipir K. Munshi: If my Honourable fnend Mr Arthur Moore 
imagines that the interests of the province of Burma have been affected by 
the proposals of Sir G^rge Bamy, he is sodly mistaken, and it appears 
that he has not applied his mmd to the problem at all Now, I shall 
leave Mr Arthur Moore alone. 

Sir, the unconvincing argument has been put forward by the Honour- 
able the Commerce Member and the Honourable the Fmance Member 
that, in the best mterests of India, preference should be given to 
British goods in the form laid down by the Government of India 
with a view to create a< friendly atmosphere m England for the 
Hound Table Conference I wish I could quote the exact words of Si^ 
Geor^ Schuster; but I cannot find the passage I have in mhid. However, 
the gist of his argument is this, that the Gbve^mment ol India have been 
actuated to frame these proposals in their present term by the desire to 
placate public opinion m England and io promote India's politioal interests 
Now, Sir, Sir Cleorge Bainy has spmit about 80 years in fhis country, » and 
although Sir George Schuster has been here lor a short time, still he Js 
not entirely unacquainted with the Iitdian political dtuatfon. Did either 
of these two Honoundde Members !md|^e for a moment that a measure 
ef this type» introduced at the present .mopaeat, would , not nf^t with 
vehement and bitt^ opposition? Have „ they in auy w^y help^ Inma*a 
powtion by introducing measure ^ sta^? ttJe pppoeitio» 
which has been roused and whiehr&efMw hkT€t.auticihatedy has, ^ thin)^ 
estran^d the relations between fefflhnd and ^Che argutuenb thi# 

the object was to win Ensland'e ^^dihln caUnot be advanced bv Stt 
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Oeorge Bamy, who must have reahsed that this measure was bound to 
raise bitter controversy on the floor of this House But 6ven if this House 
were to agree readily and voluntarily to these proposals, wiH a better at- 
Vnosphere be immediately created in England? Better atmosphere amongst 
whom? Is it going to change Lord Birkenhead? Is it going to couireri 
Mr Wmston Churchill? What possible change in the political situation hdi 
England do the Government of India seriously expect as a result of idna 
House passing the proposals m their present form? I do submit, Sir, that 
the Government of India have not been frank m dealing with this House 
in respect of this measure One cannot help feeling that the present 
measure has been forced on them by representations from Ei^and 
Whether the representations were official representations from His Majesty's 
Government which have been revealed, or whether they were oonfldential 
representations from the Secretary of State for India which have not been 
disclosed or whether they were representations from or on behalf of the 
Liancashire interests, it is for the Government of India to answer But it 
is impossible for this House to agree that the Government of India them- 
selves have deliberately gone out of their way, without any initiative from 
England, to place these proposals before this House in their present form 

I come now. Sir, to my amendment which you have referred to. I 
have given notice of that amendment, the same as Mr Chetty's amend- 
ment, because the Government of India have left me no free choice The 
Government of India have given me a damnable choice The Govern- 
ment of India tell us ‘'Accept the measure m this particular form and we 
shall proceed with the Bill , if you make any alterations we shall drop the 
Biir' The Government of India force me either to kill the Indian mill 
industry and ultimately to harm the consumer, or to accept their proposals 
m favour of Imperial Preference in this particular form without my consent 
and against my will This, Sir, is a very difficult position 

Mr, President: The Honourable Member as not gomg to give a free 
vote m this House? 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: The Government of India have not allowed me 
a free vote That is my complaint, Sir They have placed me in this 
damnable position They say “Either vote for killing the mill industry 
of India and for harming the consumer m the long run or vote for the 
proposals whidi we have put forward regardless of your preference or your 
wishes “ If I vote for Mmg the mill industry of Inffia, I feel that 1 
would be domg a wrong not only to a great national industry but to the 
consumer m the long run 1 cannot do that If, on the other hand, I 
vote for the Government proposals, I am forced to do violence to my 
conscience, because I am forced to vote for Impenal Preference without 
being allowed any “preference" at all. I have no objection to the principle 
of Imperial Preference if the Government of India set about it in ihe ri^t 
way, at the right moment and after free consultation with 
^ Opp^tion. No ^vemment have the riAt to come fo^ard 
in this Honse say '‘Here are our proposes for Imperial pre- 
ference; we have not consulted you, we do not care whether you like them 
or not; we are go^ig to force them down yopr throats". If that the 
in whieh ^y 6^ ^ introduce Imperial Preference, J am 

ehwty egainst it Preference W itself is not pernicious, a| 

some of. my Ht^ourabfg friends in thhi'^House imagine; it it a mattit 
of irien£y s^iMaeiit eon eooncbiib ^adjustment. Why ihouM we ilK>t 
lit^ibana a ti^le «md diseuss, ifa a Mn^ly spirit, to what exteht we can 
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help Lancashire in its present difl&cuJities / Uut the Government of India 
have not give me a choice, they simply say, **You either kill the in- 
dustry or accept this pnnesple m the way in which wd dictate it to you*’, 
Now> Sir, under the circumstanceSf I have decided that I cannot aSord to 
kill the mill industry If I do that, I will not only destroy a national 
industry, but I shall also allow Japan to capture the Indian market and 
to put up prices and thereby to harm the consumer I have no objection 
to Japan getting an advantage, after all Japan is a friendly nation and 
I have gre^ admiration for the Japanese. But what happens, Sir, to the 
consumer if the prices are put up eighteen months hence or two years 
hence? So, Sir, here I am faced with a grim reality As against that I 
have my outiaged political sentiment and I have decided thsit I cannot 
possibly ignore the economic life of the country I am in agreement with mv 
Honourable friend, Mr Jinnah, that we cannot possibly ignore the interests 
of the consumer, simply because the Government of India are forcing on 
us this principle of Imperial Preference 

Now, Sir, before I leave this point, I wish to deprecate the statement 
made by an Honourable Member of this House, that he regarded English* 
men m this country as much foreigners as the Japanese I think, Sir, 
he, was led to make this remark in the heat mtroduced by unnecessary 
interruptions Mj own views and sentiments do not permit me to regard the 
Englishman In this country as a foreigner m the same manner as I regard the 
Japanese. But apart from that, it would be inconsistent with our politi- 
cal creed to regard the Englishman as a foreigner in this country I 
mean the Britisher It will be foreign to our political creed to regard the 
Britisher as a fo|eigner in this country Either we accept the creed of 
Mahatma Gandhi and say that want independence, and that we want 
to break away from the Bntish Empire; or af we stand for Dominion 
Status, it only means one thing, that we choose to remain within the 
Empire, and if we choose to remain within the Empire, how can we treat 
En^ishmen or any of the Empire races as foreigners? 

BlWAn Olum an Lall (West Punjab. Non-Muhammadan): Do they 
not treat Indians as foreigners? 

Miangir K. My friend Diwan Chaman Lall is asking me 

whether they are not treating us as foreigners So far as England is 
connertted, I do not think w© can go to the extent of saying that England 
treats us as foreignettj, as aliens, m Mie United Kingdom. Witii Wgard’ 
to the Colonies, the position is di£fe©entr But I cannot possibly go uito 
that oontrov^rsjr m this debate But ©ten il we assume that Englai^ 
tre^ us unfairly, i£ w© decide to rem^ within the Empire, we can 
sinw for better treatntent, but we cEumot say that the Englishman is a 
f(H»tgner in this country. 


Now, Sir, I turn to the Honourable Members of the Nationalist Party, 
^ oritioism whi<di I propose to make now will bo 

t^n itx the saniie sjitrit in which it is melde My Honourable friend. 
Mr Biria, advishd the tnillownefs to insist on unaJlpyed proteotiop^ and 
to reject this proteotM^i^. ^J^ourable Mwd, Ifr, Neogy. 

told the millownera that evaa thoT am dme thkat it «ouU not hMp 
ttem to dri^ out of ' > .w! > ■■ ■ .■ .,>■ germs at.' 

I.VUh to plooe befor. IJ,; ;,ii, ."f |> A»‘. ■taxi. ooiMUXOio poi^ 
feop.tak,^ "P by th, : .... r . , : . 
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\KRtioiiRUsii £rieii(|ar bufc of the entire Opposition in thi^ JEfou^e. yow, 
what 08 the position of the millowners in this county at th^ present 
WoineBt? They say that they are faced with oxtUMtiq^i that they inust 
accept t^rhatever the Government give them, in however unpalatable a 
form Government may offer it Tl^ say that theor very eipatenoe is at 
stake, and that they cannot afford to indulge in sentiments, political or 
otherwise Their position is that, althou|di they are not satisfied wiA wiM^t 
they are getting, or the form m which they are gettmg it, they cafiinot 
afford to reject what is offered, even m the form in which it is offered, 
and if they do not get protection in an unalloyed form, they must now 
take ^hat they get and continue to fight for the rest Now, let us take 
the political position of the Nationalist Party; that is my position also 
(Hear, hear ) My Honourable friends of the Nationalist Party, of the 
ex-Congress Party were told at the end of last year, and at the beguming 
of this year, that their demand for full and immediate Dominion Status 
coufd not be granted His Excellency Lord Irwin said this before the 
Congress met His Excellency the Viceroy repeated it when he addressed 
this House after the Congress met Pandit Motiial Nehru followed the 
policy which Mr Birla and Mr Neogy are offering to the millowners H® 
said, “No, we shall not have alloyed Dommion Status, we shall have 
unalloyed complete Dommion Status immediatedy, or we shall not have 
ahy thing to do with it” But my friends of the Nationahst Party have not 
taken up that attitude They, in my opinion, have taken up the right 
attitude They say, “This Domimon Status, which you are now offering 
to Us m some form or other, is not unalloyed , we would not like to accept 
it m this form, but we are helpless, we have got to take what you give 
and fight for more “ I submit, Sir, if that is the position of the Nationalist 
Party in the political arena, the millowners of India adopt the same posi- 
tion in the economic field (Hear, hear) And here I wish to make 
one thing clear If political ground is lost by unwise judgment or an 
xmwise action, it can be recovered in course of time, but if a serious 
economic blunder is made and an mdustry is allowed to be killed, it 
would take years and years before it can be re\ived I therefore, Sir, 
do appeal to my Honourable friends of the Nationalist Party to consider 
very carefully whether, in this damnable position which the Government 
pf India have placed this House, they would be justified m doing anyr 
thing whereby the Indian mill industry would be killed I think, Sir, 

I have made my position dear, I have given notice of my amendment-— 
the only amendment acceptable to the Government of India — purely with 
a view to save a national industry and to save the consumer jp the lotig 
run, after recording my strongest protest against the policy and actibn 
of the Government of India 


Now, Sir, I do not wish to deal with the merits of thb case at any: 

I thinh practically the whole Hotise has recognised the 
fW that the Indian milf industry requires pibtection and immediate 
pr^ction. ^s a ^tter of fact, several Honourable Memhm have gem 
Jo the length of ^ying that the protection offered is not adequate \n4 
that it shouM have bwn greater, M regards my Sottourahle fjd^ pi^an 
^aman Lall. I think iny Honourable friends from Bombay hav^e i»teh 
to too senously. My Honourable frito Piwan Chaman Lali ii a lSi>ur 
a^ m.tne masaAt ,aoo4 iti o c t o^ ^a d lao labour tiie miUowiieif of 
qa^ot e^qt any ai^taneoua support from a leaderi , 
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ICr. IPreiidsnt: The Honourable Mefnber iq nGt bound to cotitinueV 

Xr. Jshsnglr K. Xunslil: Sir, the considerations which have in^uenced 
niy decision apply to nay province as well. H I allow the Indian mill 
industry to be killed, the present imp<Brtg of cheap Indian mill cloth coming 
to Burma would disappear, and Japan would establish a monopoly in 
Burma, and piece-goods would no longer be available to the consumer 
m Burma at low rates If the Indian mill mdustry is killed, Ji^an 
would be left without any competitions and the price of piece-goods would 
be raised and the consumer m Burma will be very seriously harmed 

In conclusion, Sir, I wish to make one final appeal to the Government 
of India In our present helpless condition, they may force a victory for 
themselves; but by domg so, they are not going to make their future 

task easier; they are not going to help the non-official European in this 

country, they are certainly not going to help Lancashire m the future. 
The bitterness which will prevail m the minds of the Opposition in this 

House, the bitterness which will remain in the mmds of the people out- 

fdde, that bitterness it will take a long time to remove from the minds of 
the people, and I do appeal to my Honourable fnend, Sir George Bainy, 
even now, to make one more effort to approach the Opposition and to 
arrive at some form of preference to which this House can give its un- 
fettered and willing assent As I say, Sir, Imperial Preference as such 
is not pernicious by itself, if we are allowed to act as free agents The 
whole objection is that Sir George Bamy comeg before this House and 
says, “We have made up our minds to force this preference down your 
throats, we are not gomg to listen to you” Even now it is not too late. 
Let him not think that, if the Bill is modified, the interests of Lancashire 
will be jeopardised. Let him take a long and wise view of the matter, 
Lancashire will gam more m the long run if she takes less now from a 
willing India rather than forces more from an unwilling and outraged 
India. (Applause.) 

Pandit Krkifima Kant Malaviya (Cities of the United Provmces Non- 
Muhammadan Bural) Sir, I have remained m this House for a long time 
without addressing it once, and I had no mind to inflict a speech on the 
House even today. To speak the truth, Sir, I set little value to speeches 
1 on the other hand feel that speeches in this House contribute to mere 
waste of public money and time, especially when we know that they 
have practically no effect on the Government Benches m matters of re^ 
Vital importance. 

There le also another difficulty m my way, and that is, I feel the 
Members, especially the officials, do not come to the House with an open 
mmd Members beloi^ to certain groups vfhidh look at question from 
the point of view of their interests and poJioy, winch they have decided 
long before Speeches, naturally, delive^ in this House, then caxmot 
and do not have any real efiect pn the pthers. But knowing all this* 
I have decided to break my record of, silence in this House, heoapse I ipel 
that I must say somethixjg at thip very .crUUoal juncture in the life ol 
the Assembly when it is not impossihje tl^etjwe might be at the parting 
of the ways. ^ ^ 

We are. Sir, face to f ace vfith^ eituei^6n. On the cuif 

hand the Bombay mill indhstry is on 1^ Iwt htgh; it Is totterfng, on aocbbiil 
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of th© faults of its own masteiae or otherwise, but this is not of much 
conoeim, what really matters is that it is in need of protection from the 
people of the country and also from the Government, and the Gkyvani* 
nient are saymg to us, Sir, that they are willing to lend the Indtfuti mdus^ 
a helping hand provided we lend Our helping hand to the cotton uidustriee 
of Lancashire On the other hand, Sir, the country is in the throes of a 
revolution Mahatmaji is leadmg his battalion and is determmed to giVe 
a battle, the objective of which is complete independence Our own policy, 
as you know, Sir, since 1905-06, has been one of boycott of all foreign 
cloth 1 mean no threat As a matter of fact, Sir, I do not believe m 
threats or blusters and bluffs, but J do earnestly want the Honourable 
Members on the Tretisury Benches to think coolly and take count <A the 
realities 

It IS true that there is no tom-tommmg, no unbridled, uncontrolled 
enthusiasm, which we saw m the days of non-*co-operation, but this does 
not mean that the fight will not be a very very gnm one. The cool and 
calculated mamfer m which things are going on only proves that there 
Is a deep determination behind, and that we will have to face something 
really grave. The whole country is pulsating with a new life, and the 
awakening in the villages through which Mahatmaji has passed, without 
any orgamzation Sir, is phenomenal The whole country from the 
Himalayas to Cape Comonn and from Karachi to Bengal is only await- 
ing the signal of Mahatmaji As soon as it is received, some of us also, 
if not most of us, will be m the field He did not seek this battle It 
has been forced upon him He is not an ordinary man, he is a saint, 
with a message of peace and goodwill, and is always willing to accept 
compromises when they do not kdl the truth itself, and he even lowered 
his flag in terms of his eleven pomts He begged Ehs Excellency the 
Viceroy on bended knees to pay heed to his demands, but what did he 
get? In his own words, Sir, he wanted bread and got stones instead. 
He has, therefore, decided Anally to do away wltH ejw§em YlldciS li 
gnnding us, which stunts our growtti, but which we are only trying to 
tnm here and there and even that without success 

Mahatmaji has felt and truly, Siir, that: 

*VcUdne kt «»t€w k\% kam awega betao to 

Na Boya na 'phal lawt^ na pAtile jo thajar ho ktr ** 

“Of what earthly ase, but for using as fuel, is the tree which neither blossoms, nor 
frnits, nor gives shade to the weary aad the toiling’” 

The whole ediflce, Sir, on which we aH are standing is on the brink ol ft 
Toloano which is about to burst and give a rude shakmg to all of us. I am» 
iheifpforer anxious, Sir, tbi^t we should very coolly consider what we are 
gomg to do. 

I hm neither an Industrialist, nor a financier, nor even a labour leader* 
MV yfews, therefore, can only be of a layman or a consumer. What is 
tfaa question before ua? To put it mto 4 nutsh^; it will not be imprOM 
to narrate its httle history in a few words The Indian null Indtialfy 
haa} been m trouble foT the past man^ years, the mil)} ^ haa 

ranging to the Oovermnent to eome to fheir rescue* Ttief^ Q<s4* 
ernmeni; as was neural, did not oom4 Icrwatd. Mattenf^ireni gohig 
fi^^bad to' worse, bht Government was adamant l%e 
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bU ol a su4den, has this year been faced with a deficit Budget. Fortu- 
oa^iy for the mill mduatry of Bombay, the mill industry of Lancaehire 
also 18 badly in need of relief The Government therefore decided to 
come out with this Bill, ostensibly to help the miUowners of Bombay, but 
really to support the Lancashire industnes. They have raised the duty 
for the Indian cotton goods from 11 per cent, to 15 per cent , which 
means a bounty of 4 per cent to the Indian mills, whereas they are 
providmg a protection of 5 per cent duty to the British goode This uot 
only means, Sir, giving with the right hand and snatching away with 
the left, but this also means that, so far as higher counts are concerned 
Great Britain will have the practical monopoly in India for her goods 
She will not have to face competition from either Japan, Germany, 
America or Italy This means, Sir, that ehe will have the fullest liberty 
to fix her own prices on her goods and the burden will thus fall heavily 
on the consumers But these are not the only evil results of this Bill 
The result which will be far more ruinous will be that the Indian mill 
industry will be handicapped, and it will find, m the course of a few 
years, that it will never be able to go m for higher coimte, these mills 
will never be able to produce finer counts at competitive prices, their 
growth will be stunted and India will thus be for ever dependent on 
Ldnctshire and also pay heavily for the supply of her fineries 

My Honourable friend, Mr. Bu*la, said the other day that the pro- 
ti^tion provided for our industnes is inadequate and m^y prove harmful. 
Another esteemed friend of mine, Mr Neogy, proved, if any proof were 
l^eoessary, that, by the receipt of this five per cent , the Bntish manu- 
^aotureins will not only profit, but make good their past losses This is 
^ot all We must also, at the same time, keep m mind that, in the 
case ol the Indian tnill industry, protection of four per cent will only give 
them a breathing time to put their house in order, whereas m the case of 
][^ima^re^ the Imperif^l Ih*eference will mean a big windfall 

There are some Honourable Members, Sir, m the House who are 
afraid of calling a spade a spade, and they prefer to call Imperial Prefer- 
ence by the name of Bntish preference or preference for Bntish goods. 
I have no quarrel with either Of these sets of Honourable gentlemen To 
me, a layman, Sir, a rose will smell as sweet by whatever name we 
may choose to call it, although, in the present case, it is not a rose 
but a pnckly briar which emits a bad odour all around 

Tbe simple truth that we must reahse, Sir, is that, if we refuse the 
dem^d of Government so far as the Bntish goo^ are concerned, 
the Bill g(^ to the wall and all the tall talk of helping the Bombay 
mllloi^ers will be forgotten This is a simple fact, and nobody need 
be afraid of this There is nothing surprising in it too We know that 
no nation, howsoever great it may be* can afford to act generously towards 
anotheTf unless it at the same time serves ite own seifish ends. Jn the 
wcards d 33tnnsrdt; in dealing with foreign nations, no one acts unamshly 
unless it |fi his interest to do so^ X« for one, therefore, do not sea ^hy 
t^e Hmiourable Members on the Treaafury Benches and ^eir supportem 
should be afraid d spesdpng the teuth^* 1 cannot and will not hlaipe Gmna 
for being patnohiot They, as the^ eonatitutiQn stands^ are respom^le tn 
the Bidtiah puhho; Uiey are not rea po np ible to us, they ^should natufdlp 
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therefore look to the interests of the people to whom th^y are responsible 
to whom they belong. 

It 18 no doubt proper that one who pays the piper must oaU the timer 
hut how many improper things are not done today in the name of prcH 
piiety? Besides, situated as we are, Bur, we do not pay them. The 
money is no doubt ours, but they hold the stnngs of the purse and are 
the virtual masters. I therehire have BO complaint agamst them* They 
^ amiable, honourable gentlemen, as good as we are and in oei^aiA 
respects, even supenor to many of ue. They are doing their duty by ^eir 
-country and I have no complaint against them This country has not 
lost or has lost very little on account of them This motherland of 
ours has lost on account of her own sons, who, from the time of thn 
advent of the British, have sold the interests of the country, sacrificed 
her mercilessly, for a mess of pottage or their own sordid gains It ia 
they who are the sinners It is they who trample the country and it is 
they who are today the chams which bmd ug to our slavery, I wish 
they were as patnotic as their masters. I pity them, but I bear them 
no ill-will, no hatred I only say. Lord forgive them, for they under- 
stand and still do not realise what they are doing Ag for the Honour- 
able Members on the Government side, they have been charged with 
the duty of carrying on the machinery of administration It does not 
concern them what it grinds, whom it grinds, when it is set in motion. 
They carry it on simply for the Eeaeons of State Their only concern 
18 that the engine and the machinery do not fail, are well oiled, safe and 
in tip top condition, that it should yield to them the utmost and should 
not suffer m any way 

They at times try to see that the machme doeg not unnecessanly hurt 
others, when they can avoid it, when it suits their purpose and when 
they can achieve it without hurting themselves or their machinery I 
therefore bear them no ill-will or grudge I know human nature, and 
can understand them, but I do beg of them, Sir, m all humi- 
lity not to try to convince us that two and two do not make four, 
that darkness is sunshine and that they can see our interests better than 
we can ourselves do 

This is belittling our intelligence and is most gallmg and painful. 
I also beseech them, Sir, m the name of all that i® good m this world, 
not to add to the discontent of the people who are already discontented 
enough. 

My third request to my Honourable friendg on the Treasury Benches, 
through you, Sir, is that, instead of trying to convince us, they 
should try to convince their own conscience that they ought 
only to come forward with their demands when they have satisfied thqir 
conscience, that they are not, by their narrow vision, circumscribed by 
selfish ends, hurting others whom they have no right to injure and whom 
they are morally bound to serve. AH of us, Bir, are creatui^ of circum- 
12 Nook on tMs gfafe of the today, and 

. . * * tomorrow or in the fulnefe of tiihe we shall not be 

** <>«?• Kaff a pajtJ «1ie his a ftitM W 

^,it TiW not -be.p^ing to traio her ia way# VQ&h tsoail oa m. 

teachers tomomnr. . , r, f#,,. 
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Do unto others as you would widh to be done by, is a maxun whioL 
Will always pay everyone who acts up to it, in gold I would also say 
^ to the Honourable Members, “Whatcfver you do, do it with all your heart 
and as from the Lord " And if I have not already asked too much of 
my Honourable friends, I will ask them to remember that nations generally 
pay heavier pnces for their sms of oommissaon than for their sins of 
omission. But this is a digression and 1 must come to the pomt. 

Leaving aside, Sir, all these material conaiderations, the Bill does- 
somethmg more India, today, is growing, it is throbbing with ambitions 
8he is anxious to build a future for her as bright as her paet She natu- 
r^Uly, at this stage, wishes to move very carefully She does not wish 
and IS not in a position to forego the sympathies of any nation She 
therefore do6s not want to antagonise either Japan or Germany, either 
~ America or Italy Great Britain might well say, “I am here to protect 
and guide you 1 will see that no other nation shall mjure you " Great 
Britain may say all this and perhaps more She has hei own axes to 
grind at our expense, but I want to tell my Honourable friends, and 
through them Great Britain, Sir, that we are at the parting of the ways 
We want to guide our destinies ourselves, we want to regulate our national 
life according to our own requirements and needs, and we do not want 
to discriminate between foreign nations, for we know not whose aid we 
might need We do not want to be with those who do not treat us oa 
of equality We do not want to be in an Empire m which we 
CRnnot remain on an equal footing with otheis We do not wish to be 
m the British Commonwealth of Nations if we can be there only as men 
of an inferior status and not as equal and free paitners Who can tell 
tba,t it act yet be India's glory to embark on a mission of peace 

and higii«r humanity to teach Euiope and America that materiahsm is 
not thj food on which humanity can permanently thrive We hope we 
shall be able to give birth to and organise an Asiatic Federation m which 
Japan, China, Afghanistan, Persia, Egypt and Turkey may be our partners 
We mav be idealists, hopeless dreamers, but we are realistic enough to 
reeJise that it is not proper to antagonise any nation at this stage of our 
history We therefore ask the Honourable Members to stay their hands 
No offence is mernt, this is a plain statement of facts and there need be 
no heart burning on this account To my Honourable fnendg on this side 
of the House, who aio real patriots, who really want to serve their mother, 
land who are anxious to see their motherland free and are willing to 
sacrifice all that is best m them in the service of their country, whose 
aims in life and responsibility do not begin and end with getting a few 
petty poets for their kith and kin I would only repeat a few lines of 
a great saint, who lived and died m this very city of Delhi, and who 
defied and staggered even such a mighty potentate as Aurangzeb He 
was nb other than Sarmad and he said ‘ 

Sarmad gilah AnA thhHsar bdyad ttard^ 

Yak kdr atin do k4r hdpad kmji. 

Yd tan haraMd 0 do$i mi hdyad ddd, . , 

Yd qcoad tuMor s« ydr mi hd^fod 

“Give up ^somplsinipg, begging end weipf Out the two yw 

choM« the one you like, lather eurrender ymeUt quietly to the neroy o| your friend**^ 
(«• th^O^nttai Mudim H9im ^ far] *'or eat efl eoimeoiioiis 

your friend, non-co-operete, end chelk out yuw own independent '•acWente.** 
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I am sorry, Sir, that by mistake I have referred to the Central Muslim 
4'arty _ 

1 Dr. A. $ahrawardi7 (I^urdwan and Presidency Divisions* Muham- 
madan KuralJ Please do not be sorry We are the target everybody's, 
attack, because we are in the c^tre. 

Pandit Kriidma Xant Malaviya: If this fact gives consolation to my 
friend, and 4hh oap fits him, I do not withdraw my words. 

Dr. A. Sidikawardy: Please do not 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya: What this path is^ 8ir, should bo 

deal* to every one ot ua The Government are foremg this measure upon 
us. m spite of us Let us accept this challenge of the .^overnm^t as 
men and resolve that whatsoever may happen we will defeat the OoPem- 
mem, we will nuliifv this act of the Government, that we will go du^> 
from this place straight to our people, tell them our plight and organist 
a boycott of foreign goods, especially British, and exhort the people jyar 
see that nothing of British origin or manufacture comes into our home®.* 

1 think, 8ir, this is the only course \\e can adopt to defeat this measure, 
and I hope my countrymen will rise to the occasion and sot upon my 
simple but effective suggestion 

1 have fimshed. Sir, but before I resume my seat, I want to make 
it plain to my Honourable friends on the Treasury Benches, and through 
them to their masters, the British public, that ours is a fight of nghteous- 
ness. our weapon is suffering and non-violence We are not afraid of their 
camions, guns and legulation latlues We know that the Govej;nt]l|i^l^ 
will tight for their own existence The} will use all available 
Crush us, but vve will not retaliate We will not raise our hands dgainkt 
them, but still we have no doubt that we will achieve the viotory, for 
our fa’th in our cause is supreme Truth and justioh^'Bre , on 
Our side, Sir, and we know this much, that no iSfivemment, 
howboever powerful, can rule a people long without their consent. You. 
oan carry on your administration b} the help of the sword, but let me 
tell you the real truth that, so long as the people remain discontented, 
do not co-operate with you and are avei'se to the powers that be, the 
people and not the Government wull win 

I, therefore, ask our Masters, through you. Sir, to pause, consider and 
then decide to act rightlv, not as t} rants but as servants of the peopfe 
of India, for the sovereignt} of India lies wuth them and not with the people 
of England 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyura (North West Frontier Provmce 
Nominated Non-Ofiicial) Sir, the House has, listened to many elaborate 
and long speeches from very experienced Members and very high class 
philosophers, pohticians, economists and even leaders of labour on this 
subject and I think it is time they should hear the views of some laymen 
hke myself I thought the last speaker also claimed the position of a 
layman and had put bis case very pathetically before the House Bub 
I am afiraid I cannot agree with him m the conclusions he has arrived at. 
Sir, the debate has reached such a high pitch of eloquence and oratory, 
that r ibid it very difhcuH to follow ib in the 8ame< strain, X am afraid 
I shaiLhavis to bringUt back to the understanding of an ordinary man 
IBbs myself, beeause, alter all, the House ia not entirely oompoeed of highly^ 
lawyers toaid ebcmoinista^ bnit there are some Him myself atnd my 
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Honourable fnend, Captain Hpi Singh (Laughter), who can only claim 
ordinary common sense, and it will be imm that common sense point of 
view that I shall try to lay the case before the House But, Sir, before 
I do so I should like to remmd the House, if reminding is necessary, that 
I atn a nominated Member, that mtioh maligned and cond^omed 
nominated Member, of whom you hear so much in this House. 

Mr. raial Ibrahim Itahimtulla (Bombay Central Division Muham- 
madan Bural) J So the Hqnqurable Member is helpless in the matter owing 
to want of a constituency. 

Hi^wab Sir Sahfbiada Abdul Qaiyum: But I do claim, Sir, that I have 
a certain amount of self-respect and responsibility (Hear, hear) and a 
little credit in my own part of the country and it will be with that sense 
of responsibility that I shall try to lay my views before the House. Is it 
not a fact, Sir, that, both elected tind nominated Members come to this 
House with certain preconceived ideas, ideas which they have been enter- 
taining at their homes long before their elections or nommations take place? 

I do not think, that there is much difference between the status of the two, 
as far as my personal opinion goes While the one owes allegiance or elec- 
tion to a constituency or a class of people who are out to condemn the 
present form of Government, the other who comes from his constituency, 
whether it is the so-called Viceregal Lodge or the people of his own way 
of thinking He is not out to condemn the Government in all and every 
mf^t^er Both are treating the Government like an accused person, but 
while the nominated Members think that, unless by the evidence laid before 
the House they find the accused guilty, they will not condemn the Govern- 
ment apd pass a verdict of guilty against them, the majority of the elected 
Members j>ake it for wanted that the Government are already guilty and 
convicted and they will not give the Government the benefit of any doubt 
that may arise in the House as the result of the debates or discussions I 
That i« the only difference that I can see I will not say more on this 
subject But I must confess that I am a nominated Member, whatever 
reasons there may be for my coming to this House as a nominated 
Member 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub (Kohilkund and Kumaon Divisions • Muham- 
madan Bural) What can the Honourable# Member do? His friends in tK© 
House have not given reforms for his province to enable him to come in hv 
election? 

Hawab Sir Sahibsada Abdul Qaljrum: I assure the House that I shall 
try to be honest in this matter may not occasionally find me very 

honest in some matters When they touch my religion or my community, 
possibly I may be a bit parfial there, but in a matter like this, I am quite 
free afiid open to convioti<»i Now, Sir, coming to the main issue before the 
House, I find that the debate we have been holding for the last few days is 
on a measure whjoh is lalid before the House and which claims to give pro- 
tection to certain industries in this country, especially to the textile 
industry or mill industry as it is generally called The people who have 
introduced ^h© njeasure also claim that it is a measure for the protection 
o! the indu^ries of the cJqUntty Oh go!% through the Bill and the State- 
n^nt of Ol^jeots ahd Beahons of tlie tamk I sea that the word '•Preferhnee**. 
Itnpenal or other^se, fs hot there ahdi seitoie to hhve been intonfcioiiidlf' 
omitted fmm tholangtie^ of thtt Alf^^least I have not^eome aotosa 

Statement of Objects and Beasons of it 
and If this is so, I think we have got nothing except our own fecurs 
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suspicions to go upon These may or may not be justified — do not dm 
pute that, but the shape m which the Bill is drafted and put before the 
House, clearly shows that all reference to Imperial Preference has been 
omitted Personally 1 do not see what difference the omission of the 
word “Preference” will make if there is that word in the Bill called 
“protection”, which means the same thing, self -protection, self-preserva- 
tion or self-interest I As long as self-mterest exists m this world and words 
of that sort are there m the dictionary, I think the word pre- 
ference ” should be used as an adjective only and the two words 
“ protection ” and “ preference ” should be considered as synonyms. 
If you study nature, there is the principle of selt-preservation, and 
preference in everything before you, in animal life, m vegetable life, ^and 
m everything else there is this principle of preference oi pioleotion. 
Well, Sir, if one were to try to make difference between protection and 
preference, then, according to my light, preference would he applied in a 
case when you have something surplus to give to somebody and you 
want to judge to whom you should give it, or when ;you have something 
to give in charity and ;you want to decide to whom it should go So if 
there is anything suiplus with ug and we are asked whether we would like 
to give it to one nation or the other, then the question of the preferential 
treatment of the one or the other would arise, but not otherwise Of 
course preference could be shown in another way too, that is, if I am to 
be killed by some one and must die, then I have the choice whether I 
should prefer to be killed by A or by B 1 If you want to apply your pre- 
ference in that way, you are welcome to do it, but I do not believe that 
the word “preference” should be used in a case like the one under -dis- 
cussion The simple question before us is this, and it is not disputed by 
any Member of the House, that the mill industry in the country is starving 
and IS in difficulties and that it requires protection There is na dispute 
about that , the question is how to protect it This protection could be 
given them either by bounties or bv raising the import duties These are 
the two ways of helping the industry If you give bounties, you submii 
the consumer to a direct taxation You have to raise the money at once 
and help the industry by taking the money from the pockets of the con- 
sumer in a direct mannei If you impose additional import duties, thon 
the result perhaps is also, to some extent, the same, but there is a possi- 
bility of the mills developing themselves m such a way as to bring m some 
good to the consumer bv cheapening their goods as against the foreigner 
who will have to raise his prices to cover the extra duties Well, Sir, if 
w^e are to consider the position of the mill industry in the country, we have 
also to consider the position of the producer of the raw material and of the 
consumer As regards the producer of the raw material, I believe that, as 
long as our population stands at its present figure of 80 or 82 crores, knd 
clothing must be found for them from somewhere, the producer's ’ raw 
material must be purchased either by the local mill industry or by the 
foreigner The foreigner will not care to buy much of it if he can find it 
cheaper in other places, but the local industry will not go out of its way 
to import raw matenal from outside when it can find the material m its 
own country at a fairly cheap rate If they are wise, the local induatnes, 
I am sure, will buy the locally produced matenal and will employ it to a 
very large ei^nt. In that case the producer's losses will not, to my mind 
U very considerable. I think they will be smaller than even the losses of 
the consumer The material will surely be used by the local mills and no 
surplus matenal will remain to be exported and the prices of the lAw 
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material will not go down very much That is my idea of the thing Even 
if the produce is not tuliy consumed by the local industiies or if the local 
nulls do put up higher pnces after finishing their goods, the possible result 
will be that people will restart their cottage industries and will find labour 
at home which is the object of Mahatma Gandhi’s movement Supposing 
the people find themselves unable to buy these goods on account of then 
higher prices, then, is there not the possibility of the revival of cottage 
industries, and the object of Mahatma Gandhi’s movement will be more 
readily achieved 

Bir, MS regards the diffeiential import duty that is suggested to be 
)( vied, m\ idea ol it is a little different from others I will take it in this 
V .IN , oui house IS liable lo flood from various directions, from the 
faincashiic sid(‘^ fiom the American side and from the Japanese side, etc 
I have to furtily my house against these possible floods, m the light of 
the expel lencc of the past If I am a wise man and want to be on tht 
safe side, 1 shall build a strongei wall against the corner fiom v\hich I 
have suffered greatly in the past and from which I fear the floods in i 
more trcnicnduus wa} in the future and I will put up an ordinary wall 
against the corner from which I do not expect much damage, or very strong 
torrents If the past history of this trade shows that the market of Ind’'i 
has been captured to a great extent, if not wholly monopolised, by goods 
from Japan, as compared with goods from Tiuncashire and if I see that con- 
ditions of labour m Japan are favourable for the expansion of that industry' 
in that coimtrv as against the expansion of Lancashire industries, then 1 
should be careful to build the wall against Japan a bit stionger than against 
Lancashire Sir, Tiancashire every now and then gets into the same laboui 
troubles as Bombay gets into occasionally and there can be no question of 
comparison between the two Wages are very high and labour troubles are 
more constant in England than in Japan and T do not think that Lancnshiie 
has much chance of occupying the place which may be vacated by Japan 
in the Indian markets There is not much fear of the market left open 
hv the Japanese goods being captured bv Lancashire, if the mill mdustrv 
of this country were to avail itself of this opportunity and develop its re- 
sources No doubt our mill industries will have to exert themselves when 
they have got this opportunity, and I am sure that in their own interest 
they will do so They have seen some bad days, and if the accusation 
against them is true that, in their good days they did not develop them- 
selves or strengthen their position, I am sure they will benefit by their past 
experience and not commit the same folly again They will have to develop 
their mills, and having done so, there is not the least possibility of their 
not being able to prevent any influx of goods from the Lancashjre side 
The local industries have already achieved much m the past in that direc- 
tion and there is no reason why with this additional import duty thev 
should not improve still more Well, Sir, that is my reading of the situa- 
lion I do not consider that it is a question of preference to one nation or 
file other It is the question of protection against possible intruders T 
bav© used the word '^floods'’ and the direction from which we have the 
^©ater fear of floods will have to be guarded with a stronger wall than 
from the other direction 

Personally I am not very much enamoured with this high principle of 
“free trade” and no partiality, no favouritism and no “preference” I am 
a very selfish man. I am not like some of those gentlemen, especially my 
mend, Mr Acharva, who claim io be more spiritual tbiin myself I Bav^ 
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only materialistic ideas in a matter like this and can see the gam and loss 
side of it onh If I gam something by this protection^ I will not really 
worry myself much as to whether full justice is done outside my country to 
two other nations or not or whether one nation has got preierence over 
the other I shall be delighted to see that justice is done to everybody all 
over the world on the face of this earth and that everybody should nave 
equal rights, but that is beyond practical politics and possibilities People, 
m order to protect themselves, have to impose differential protective duties, 
and even if we do not impose them, there are and will be other nations m 
this world who have already done so Our sentiments at this juncture appear 
to be more in favour of Japan at least among some of the elected Members 
here 1 I can realise those sentiments as an Asiatic and 1 can even admire 
them to a certain extent But I think that the British nation has not done 
us badly in the past if we were to compare ourselves with others placed 
in similar conditj^ons under other nations in the rest of the world We « 
have not got much experience of other Colonies under other European and 
American Nations But if we w’ere to find out about the positions of othci 
countries placed in similar conditions before the war, though they have 
changed hands now, and I, as a humble traveller in most of the continents 
of the world, have had the opportunity of seeing those conditions, I can 
assure the House that they were not very much better as compared wuth ours 
and that we were and are much better off m many, if not m everv, respect 
But the difficulty is, as the Persian proverb savs, that vessels do crack 
when they are near one another, hut when far off there is not much chance 
of their cracking There is also another Persian proverb which says that 
the noise of the drum sounds better from a distance I Similarly w^e hear a 
good deal of the better treatment of others, but if we were to compare it 
with our treatment in this country, it will be the same if ours will not be 
much bettei 

I am not going, on this occasion, to plead the justice or the injustice 
01 the British rule in India As I said nt the beginning, I will look 
at this matter only from the economic and material point of view Senti- 
ments and personal vf^ews do not count with me and should not count 
with others in a purely business matter By natine w'e are always very 
sentimental Orientals as a rule and Indians in particular are more senti- 
mental than practical There was a time when we were weeping for 
certain thms?s that were happening in the far North-West Africa or m 
the Near-East or m other parts of the wwld We were shedding teais 
for them and spending our little precious money for them But when 
things settled dowm there, those people who were more practical thin 
ourselves would not care to go by our sentiments and w'ould run their 
affairs as it suited them Sim,ilarly, I have not seen any signs, so far 
as the Far Eastern nation mentioned in this connection Us concerned, 
of their shedding very many tears cn the condition of Tndfa, though as 
members of the Great Nations Conferences that are going on in the world, 
they can do a lot for us They can setCe matters about the so called 
Imperial Preference with the British Government We are not yet free 
to be blamed for anything I wonder if the Japanese would ever gp out 
of their way to help us materially if — God forbid — an opportumty were 
to arise Our sentiments should go to them — Orientals against Occi- 
dentalists, Asiatics against Europeans, Indians agamst Persians or some- 
thing of that sort This is quite good so far as sentiment is conefetned 
but I am not one of those who will allow those sentiments to interfere 
■with the practical question of the proteotion of my home industry, or tc 

« o 
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lead the giving up of that protection or possibility of proteotion, for the 
sake of that sentiment I shall be a very pious man if I say that, if a 
v/rong IS bemg done to a certain person in another part of the world, 
J should give up my chance of getting some gams, a little protection 
or a little help simply for that sake If we decide 

to be BO spiritual we shall be always at a loss in the present state of 
the world's affairs * I am afraid people have become very very mate- 
rialistic, and they do not go by these sentiments 

Another thing which strikes me is this, Sir, that wliile m the same 
breath many Honourable Members accuse the Government of irresponsi- 
b'Jity, t e , of not being lesponsible m this thing and m that thing, always 
bnn^ling in that ns a grievance, they think as if it is in their power to 
■ohange the whole constitution all at once by refusing a measure like this 
I’hey can express their opinion and have done so, but it is not becoming 
of them to condemn and abuse the Government m season and out 
of season on overy measure and point I should like that a week 
m every Session be allowed for the condemnation of the Government, 
or if necessary, a week in a month or an hour after the question time 
and perhaps Members would be quite justified in demanding this, and 
as the Treasury Benches have got accustomed to it, and have been 
showing so much patience that 1 never see much pain on thear faces 
when they are cursed by Members in terms such as “go to the dogs" etc . 
etc I believe they will be quite prepared to bear that condemnation 
for an hour, a day or a w'eek, a month or even a month in the Session 
But it is a thing which really destroys the 8 m(X>th 'ivorkmg of the Assem- 
bly, when, in season and out of season, condemnation and politfical issuer 
and constitutional affairs are brought m in suen matters as a Tariff 
Bill I believe a certificate should be given by the Government of India 
to such Members at the end of every Session that they knew^ that they 
w'ere m disagreement of the Government's present policy, and that they 
need not waste much time over such condemnations I 

Coming back to the old point, Sir — I occasionally get astray I am 
afraid, — this is a measure which has been brought about tor, and is neces- 
sary for, giving protection to the mill industrv of this country The 
industry really is m need of it, and whatever other side issues and senti- 
ments may be raised, it is going to give protection to the industry It 
18 not only that the millowners will benefit by it, but there will be 
additional revenues to the exchequer which may be used for some natp-on- 
buildmg works The loss to the consumer, if any, or to the producer, if 
any, will be the gain of somebody else in the country whether it is the 
nullowner or whether it is the carpenter who will be building some new 
Government office somewhere in this country, but I believe that the money 
will to a great extent remain m this country, and that the foreign trade 
vnll dimin'’ 8 h too to a certain extent by the imposition of this extra duty 
We should therefore allow the Bill to pass Why put the Labour Gov- 
ernment which means to do some thing f<» India into trouble with the 
I^ancashtre end other labour orgenisetions at home and weaken their posi- 
tion? 

Sheikh Mushir Sosain KIdwal (Cities of the United Provinces Muham- 
madan Urban) • Spr^ to my mind the question of the merits or dements 
of the Tariff Bill has been completely overshadowed by the constitutional 
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crisis of ft very great magnitude that has arisen, and until that is solved 
by some means, by a motion for adjournment or by some other means, I 
do not think that it would be possible at all to do just'ce to the merits 
of this Bill What is the position, Sir^ Either the Gkivemment here 
refuse as was done by Lord Lloyd in Egypt to carry out the policy chalked 
out by my friend Mr Eamsay MacDonald's Labour Government in England 
or it was nothing but a deliberate deception on the part of the Secretary 
of State for India himself to have said that Dornimon Status was in 
action in certain respects — at least in fiscal matters Mr Wedgewood 
Benn said, on the subject of the constitutional position of India, that 
India had the same statue as a Dominion possessed on the question of 
fiscal autonomy But what do we find here? We find that the Government 
have adopted the attitude that, whatever the opinion of this House mav 
be, they are committed to this Bill, and that they are not prepared to^ 
listen at all to the opinion of the opposite Benches on this quest on T 
beg to say that this is not Dominion Status in action This despotic 
attitude of the Trcnsurv Benches is not m consonance with the polio wirch 
the Secretary of State for India enunciated in the House of Commons so 
recently It is obyious that the attitude adopted by the Treasury Benches 
has made it absolutely impossible to have any fair discussion on this Bill 
Every Member of th^s House (even those Members who were in favour 
of the Bombay mills not except<‘d) made it clear that he would not vote 
with the Government if the Government’s threat of withdrawal of Hie 
Bill w^ere not there All the TVIemb'^rs believed that improvement was 
possible in the Bill, but thev were afiaal of malcm-r an\ improvement be- 
cause of the attitude adopted bv Rii George Bnin\ that he w^as not p 03 - 
pnred even to look at anv amendment how^ovcr wtII supported it nuc'ht 
bo by arguments I mav go even to the extent of saying that the atli 
tude adopted bv Sir Gcoige Eauiy amounts to an insult to the Leader of 
the Opposition I do not belong to his party, in fact I belong to no 
party, but I do verv stronglv resent the attitude adopted bv Sir Geopge 
Bain}, and I hope that he will even now ppve up his obstinacv and give 
an opportunitv to the Leader of the Opposition to make out his case for 
the amendment he has put forward , 

Sir, in iny opin,on some wav must be found to solve the constitutional 
crisis which has ansen before we deal with this Tariff Bill and until 
that IS found it is no use our talking and discussing and wasting time over 
it It may be said on behalf of the Treasury Benches that Mr Wedgew'ood 
Benn said that Dominion Status was in action when the Government and 
this House were in agreement, then the Secretary of State would not 
interfere m fiscal matters But my point is this The Secretary of State 
simply enunciated the policy of the British Government as regards the 
constitutional position of India, and he used particularly the words. 
^‘Dominion Status in action” which could not mean anything else, but 
what you, Sir, pointed out, that is, if Dominion Status really w’as in 
action, then the Treasury Benches would have to act ds if they were 
Ministers in the Dominions as far as the question of fiscal autonomy was 
concerned — they must agree to the majority vote of this House on fiscal 
'matters 

There is another point, Sir, How could we come to an agreement — the 
Treasuiy Benches and the House — unle&s Sir Oeojge Bainy kept an open- 
mind, .and he did not adopt that attitude which I should 
desonba as Oesmsm in action, that is to say he was not prepared to listen 
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to any argument, he was not prepared to allow himself to be convinced 
ff he stuck to this dictatorial attitude hou could we expect this House* 
and the Treasury Benches to come to nn agreement on this question^ 
Therefore I submit that the matter being one of first class importance, W'e 
should first of all decide and come to a clear understanding as to 
the constitutional position which India occupies m this respect 

Pandit Tliakur Das Bhargava (Ambala Division Non-Muhammadan) 
Sir, this Bill has been under discussion for a long time and various argu- 
ments have been addressed to the House m connection with this Bill It 
has been urged that there is no Imperial Preference mvolvi'd if this Bill 
18 accepted by the House It has been urged, as this Bill does not 
accord protection to a sufficient extent, therefore the pnne pie of Imperial 
Preference does not come m at all Preference has been sought to be de- 
fined and various words have been suggested for the word ‘'preference” 

Now, Sir, the first qiuestion that arises is, whether thjis Bill does involve 
Imperial Preference or not I will read what the Indian Fiscal Commis- 
sion have to say on this point According to them, m paragraph 224 

" 'Preference’ means that gtxids from one oi moie favoured countries pay duty at a 
rate lo>ver than the general rate Whether the pieferential rate is a real reduction in 
duty or whether the geneial rate has been ariived at by making an addition to what 
IS considered the minimum duty, which thus becomes the preferential late, is con- 
sidering the economic effect, immaterial ” 

Now, Sir, I full to appreciate the arguirn'iits of those who believe tluat 
no question of Imperial Pioference is involved in th s J^ill I cannot 

understand why the Finance Member should have taken pains to devote 
five or six paragraphs m h s speech to this questnin <ind whv an ap 
peal to the wider interests of India should have been made on the suppo- 
sition that no Imperial Pieference was involved m this Bill I t.ike 
it, * therefore, 8ii, that this Bill is noth'ng but a Bill for giving 
Impenal Pi’eference, and if Imperial Preference is involved in this Bill, I 
would certainly expect that those conditions wFich the Indian Fiscal Com- 
mission laid down in reference to the ndopt'on of tlv policv of Imperial 
Preference should first be satisfied before this measuro can be consideri^d 
Now, Sir, the first eondit on that thev hod down was that the pohev 
of Imperial Preference should be determined m accordance wath Indian 
opinion I am reading from para 202 where they sav 

"We recognise that the question of Impenal Preference is one which can only be 
determined in accordance with Indian opinion, and that the Indian view can be best 
ascertained by reference to the Council of State and the Legislative Assembly without 
whose free consent no such policy can be adopted " 

Now, Sir, tiie first point that I wish to submit is that it was the dutv 
of the Government to determine what the Ind'an opinion was in this 
matter. It is true that, while the two Houses are sitting, public opinion 
can best be found out by ascertain ng the opinions of the two Houses, 
but all the same, these two Houses do not cover the entire field of puolic 
opinion in this country Then, again, Sir, in para 263 this is what tbo 
Indian Fiscal Commission say 

"It la evident that the Leai^kture can hardly be asked to pronounce an opinion on 
the policy utiiil it has some idea of the eartent to which its applicattion h feasible Wo 
would therefore recommend that, as a preliiniiiaYy lo any oonaideraiion of the deatrabi* 
lity of India adopting the policy of imperial jPreference, ati examination should h* 
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made by the Tariff Board to determine whether there are any commodities on which 
prslerenca might be given ui accordance with the prmciplea which we have laid d9wn, to 
the benefit of the Empire and without detriment to Indian interests '* 

Now, Sir, we know that, m the year 1926, there was a reference jnade 
to the Tariff Board and a perusal of their Beport would establish that that 
Tariff Board d d not oountunarmi tfu acceptance of u pohcy of Imperial 
Preference At page 177 lli‘v '■aul fins 

“The majority of ua do not (oiisider it neceasarj to discuss the advisability of euclr 
a duty for three reasons In the first place, it would, in effect, amount to Iinpen«r 
Preference and thus raise broader questions of commercial policy than can be dealt with 
by such d Board as ouis, with limited terms of lefoience A second and even more 
important consideration is that the proposals we subsequently put forward will involve 
a very much larger expenditure than would he provided by the imposition of a duly 
which would only affect a comparatively small proportion of the imports into India “ 

Now, Sir, the Tariff Board did not consider the question of Imperial 
Preference According to para 263, I understand that the convention is 
that the Tariff Board is an integral part of the constitution as laid down 
.a para 96 of the Repoit of the Lidian Tiscal Commission This is what 
they say 

‘ It will lie obvious thnt the siucessful working of any such scheme of protection 
as we contemplate postulates the existence of a thoroughly competent and impartial 
organization of the Tariff Board which will make inquiries into the conditions of the 
]ndustne'> and lecommend whelhei protection should not be extended to them and if 
extended what the late should be “ 


Further on they proceed to say this 

‘ Tne lanfi Buaid is <ui uui.^i il pa I of the c» “ 

Now Sir, may I mquu*e as to why no reference was made to the Tariff 
Board to inquire into the matter and report upon an important matter 
like this The reply is given in the speech of the Honourable the Finance 

I p M Member, but that reply is hardly convincing In 1926 the 
question was whether protection was to be given to the mill industry 
in Bombay and the mill industry in India At the time the report came 
out, the Government shelve<l that Report They only produced a vam 
Bill, which was also not m accordance vuth the recommendations of the 
Tariff Board I put a question on the 26th March, 1928, m tins House 
and I asked 


“Do the Government 
tions of the Tariff Board 


^oposp to fake an\ action in pursuance ef the leconimenda- 
R«port on the te'^tile industn “ 


The Honourable (Sir George Rainy replied: 


Aa the Honourable Member is no doubt aware, the Government of India have 
already given effect to the recommendatione which they have been able to accept Tliev 

Go^elnmellt of Bombay the recommendations with 


iW, Si^ it cleariy follows that the Government of India did not 
acc^t the Report of the Tariff Board and did not think it worth their 
while to protect the mill industry of Bombay Now, may I ask what 
has transpired between March, 1928, and 1930 that has actuated the 
Gove^ent of Ihdia to take up the question of protection Sir, the truth 
whenever and wherever the mtereats of India and England clash- 
ed, tne Government of India have not served the best interests of India 
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and they will never move in the matter if the interests of England are 
likely to suffer But no sooner do the Government of India find that the 
interests of Lancashire or England require protection, than they take up 
the matter, give a colour to their own acts and proceed on the supposi- 
tion that people can be deluded to believe that they are acting m the 
interests of the mill industry of Bombay, whereas, in their heart of hearts, 
they think that (protection to Lancashire is necessary That is the sole 
truth This is not the only industry that we have seen treated in this 
manner Look at any industry in this country and we find the history 
repeated What happened in regard to the salt industry and the Sugar 
industry Is not the history the same? I do not know of any industry 
m which the Government have looked to the best interests of this country, 
when they clashed with the interests of England 

If it 18 true that this policy of Imperial Preference cannot be given 
effect to without the approval of Indian opinion and without the approval 
of the Legislatuie, in accordance with the recommendations of the Indian 
Fiscal Commission, may I humbly know what steps the Government 
have taken to find out Indian 'public opinion ? Whenever a Bill is brought 
forward in this House and a motion is made that the Bill may be refer- 
red to the Select Committee, the Government turn round and say “Where 
IS the hurr> ? Win not send it for opinions ’ Now, may I ask, w'hat 
was the hurry in adopting this course without even considering the report 
of the Tariff Board It will be said, it has been said, bv the Honourable 
the Finance Member that the matter is too uigent Now, Sir, if you will 
look at the dates of the Tariff Board Report, >011 wul] find that the Tariff 
Board on textiles began its work on the Ist July, 1926, and finished its 
labours on the 1st January, 1927 It took almost six months to produce 
this Report With the help of the matenals collected on this Report, Mr 
Hardy’s Report and the Report of the Fawcett Committee, it would not 
have taken more than a month for any Tariff Board to report on a matter 
like this I understand that the Bombay mill industry applied to the 
Government of India for protection again in November or December In 
those three months any Tariff Board wnuld have undertaken this task 
and reported on the issue in question But the truth is that Government 
did not want to protect this industry They wanted to evolve an arrange- 
ment by virtue of which they might be able to protect the Lancashire 
industry and give it the colour of protecting the mill industry of Bombay 
Sir, I remember a passage which I read in my college days from the 
speeches of Edmund Burke wh^n he impeached Warren Hastings, in which 
Edmund Burke described an invention of Ganga Govind Singh and Devi 
Singh for the purpose of exacting and extorting illegal dues from the poor 
ryots He said then that a machine was invented bv these two men, and 
the arrangement was so made that two persons were at one time put on 
a til tihh a sort of pivot for caning Now. the father and the son were 
both put on the tik Ukt and it was so arran«ned that if the father watited 
to shirk the injUrv, it must strike the ^n and if the son wanted to shirk 
the injury, it must strike the father' I will give credit to the gentlemen 
who are responsible for this Bill for finding out a similar arrangement If, 
Sir, we want to defeat the Bill, we are confronted with the grim fact that 
the Bombay mill mdustrv is not protected If we want to protect the 
Bombay mill industry, the father is struck The political issue is the 
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father and the commercial issue is the scm. I think the Government have 
even beaten Ganga Govind Singh and Devi Singh The reason which the 
Honourable the Finance Member has given for introducing this measure 
is one which will never appeal to this section of the House The entire 
mentality behind this measure proceeds upon one aasumption, and it is 
this, that in times to come, as in the past, India is to remain for ever 
the producer of raw materials for England and England is to be the manu- 
facturer of those raw materials On page 59 of the speech of the Fmcmce 
Member we hnd he said “In the second place it is desirable to encourage 
indastrul development provided that this can be done m conjunction with, 
and as a supplement to, the agricultural life of this eounti'\’’ No English 
man likes India to evolve industries nhich are not connected with thfr 
agricultural life of the couufcr\ Thov want that, so far as manufactures 
are concerned, India mav al\\a\a look to England for hci manufactures 
The entire endeavour seems to be that, m times to come the Bombay mill 
industry should nevei suceeed in building up an industry dealing with finer 
counts of >arn and clothes When I came to this House, the Report of 
the Tariff Board was one of the first Reports that were supplied to us I 
thought that, after all, the Government of India are now taking a new 
turn in their life, but I was deceived, anjd when I received the reply that 
Government are not doing anything in the matter, I recognised that these 
commissions and committees are onH meant for a particular purpose The\ 
are only meant to shelve mcoinenient questions for the time being When 
we euiue across uu\ u'poit of an\ (oinmission which goes to the root of 
the matter, for instance, the Skeen Committee 

Mr, President: What about the Age of Consent Committee of wRich the 
Honourable Member was a member 

Pandit Thakur Das Shargava: In regard to that I woll on]\ submit that 
the Government have shelved all the recommendations of that Committee, 
and when thev passed the Saraa Bill, thc.\ gave us a measuie wRich will 
be Iruitfui ot much greater evils than of good things I sav it deliberately, 
because I moved an amendment in that connection so that the Govern- 
ment might be able to take automatic action m suitable cases Govern 
ment declired to accept that amendment, while admitting that the amend- 
bienfc was good 

^ Honourable Membei voted for the passing 

of the Bill? ^ ® 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava: So far as that aspect of the case is con- 
cerned, we are not so unreasonable as this Government If the measure 
18 one which will benefit niv people, I will ceftainl;y accept it, even if it 
d(5€S not come up to mv expectations, but where a principle is involved. 
Where that principle goes to the root of the thing, I will never accept a 
measure which is full of poison and wall kill me the next dav That is mv 
^ submitting that whenever an mcoiivenient report comes 
m. the Government are in the habit of shelving the report of that Com- 
imttee N'ow, Sir, when this Report came, it was very difficult for the 
C^vemment to accept the recommendations, because thev were, if you will 
allow to say so, honest recommendations Sir the mam 

^commendation of this Report was that^ the Bombay industry 
Would be well advised m insisting that the industry budds 
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itsfclf tip m a nav that will be armed ^\lth the power of manufactunng 
cloth of liner counts That was one of the recommendations I will now 
refer \gu, Sir, to page 158 of the Heport where it is said 

“We consider that it is essential that Bombay should utilise to the full the naturat 
fidcantai^es it possesses in the matter of ilimaie and of its situation in respect of 
.mportfi of American or African cotton for the production of goods of higher quality 
than it has done in the past, that it should devote much less attention than it has done 
to the production ol grey goods, rriore especially of grey longcloth and shn tings, and 
that it should embark on a much lancer pioduction ot bleached and colouied, printed 
and dyed goods ” 

An( then, 8ir, then* were proposals m the Majorit\ Bcpcrl for giving a 
bounty to higher counts The mam recommendations did consist m giving 
everv facility for the ]>rotection of cloth of highci counts This was exactly 
the thing which thi«> Govoriiment do not want, md thes Bill is de-^ign^d to 
postpone for ever nn such endeatour m this direction 

Now, Sir, what is the stunt that we are treated to now? In this Bill 

w’O find that the position of the Government is that the quality of the 

finer count does not enter into competition with the cloth manufactured 
in India Sir, I do not accept this proposition But assuming it is true 
may I humbly inquire what will happen to any person who now wants to 
go m for a mill which is intended to produce cloth of finer counts? What 
protection is there for a mill like that? Then, Sir, it is said that this Bill 
will onl\ last for three \ears What will happen after three years? During 
this period, the manufacturers of Lancashire will capfure the Indian market 
and will regain the territories that they have lost to Japan They will be 

the sole monopolists in this field, and they will be able to extort any 

price they want After three years, when they have been practically in 
sole monopoK of the entire market, and if then any new industry wants 
to rise up m this land, how will it be able to compete with the specialised 
industry of Lancashire Therefore, it may happen that, when ’’he Boiubav 
mill industry js relieved of its present troubles and wants to nse up again, 
it may be faced with a very grave situation, and it may find itself m such 
a position that it mav not be able to compete at all, in so far as finer 
counts are concerned, with the Lancashire industry Therefore, I think, 
that, judged from this standard, this bait may prove too much even for 
the Bombay industrv 

Sir, much has been said about the interests of the consurpers m this 
House, and with your permission I wish to scrutinise that aspect of the 
ease J am really amused when I hear Members of the Government of 
India talking about the consumers Sir, when I spoke last time on the 
Budget I submitted for your consideration the real condition of the 
masses Anv person conversant with those conditions will be laughing in 
his sleeves when he hears in this House the interests of the masses being 
talked of by the Members of the Government. Sir, today thousands of 
people are dying of starvation Why do you talk of cloth? They are not 
even fo^ When has this Government thought of these people? 
Thov want that they may get labour ior^ one anna a day, but this Govern* 
ment will not provide them with that labour even Sir, such is the state 
of things If a person of those classes were to come into this House smd 
hear the speeches of the Honourable Members, I think he would be very 
much pained He will hear that, in his name, such injustice is being 
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perpetrated and such arguments are being advanced as would actuate 
him to exclaim, “save me from my benefactors” Sir, it is unsophisti- 
cated blasphemy for Members of the Government to talk of the interests 
of the consumer* m this connection What is, after all, the mterest of the 
consumer in this matter? Generally speaking, he produces cotton which 
he or his village weaver can manufacture into yam and cloth Taking the 
estimate which appears in Appendix IV of the lleport of the Tanff Board, 
it i‘ about 14 yards of cloth that he consumes per year This 14 yards, 
in times ot yore, was manufactured in his own village and he did not 
have to go out to buy it If tins Government could have left him in that 
blissful solitude, I understand he would have blessed the Government. 
But, Sir, that mdustrv, which flourished in this land, has been destroyed 
by this Government, and when an industry has been built up by the 
industrialists of Bombay and other places, this Government will not pror 
tect that mdustrv Now, in regard to these finer counts, may I presume 

that the middle class people and persons of affluence will be affected and 

not the poor class of people^ It may be that those who use cloth of finer 
counts are not poor people Let me assume that for a moment On this 
a«5Sumption who will be affected^ Not the poorer cla-sses, not the con- 
sumers for whom this Government is so solicitous 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) I rise on a point of order. Sir I find the following Noti- 
fication in the Government of India (Extraoidmary) Gazette dated the 26th 
’March, 1930 

“In pursuance of sut section (2) cf section 1 of the Indian Tanff (Amendment) Act, 
1930 (XI of 1930), the Goveinoi General in Council is pleased to appoint the 29th 

March, 1930, ts the date on winch the said Act shall come into force ’’ 

I should like to know how that date could be fixed in advance ? 

Pandit Thabur Das Bhargava. Sw, I \^a8 submitting that, on the assump- 
tion that middle classes and rich persons use cloth made of finer counts, 
yill it not be they who will be affected by this Bill? If it is so, then I 
would submit that the opinions of the elected Members of this House are 
the only opinions v^hich cun be said to be authoritative opinions On* 
account of the lules and legulations for franchise made by this Govern- 
ment, and the right of representation given so fai, if any person or class 
18 represented m this House, it is those middle class people and rich people 
and thus the opmion of these elected representatives should be regarded 
as final m the matter Sir, I find each and every Member, to whatever 
group he may belong, rising in his seat and saying that he is dead opposed 
to Imperial Preference There is absolutely no difference between persons 
belonging to anv of the popular groups in this matter If the Members 
of the Independent Party accept this Bill, they say that, "Ours is not ft 
free consent” If the other Members accept the Bill, they always say 
that they are not free to vote, as it is at the point of pistol that they 
have to vote with the Government Therefore my submission is that, if 
this condition as regards free consent is to be satisfied, it is abundantly 
clear that this House is dead opposed to the policy of Imperial Preference 
Now, Sir, the words used are, “free consent”. May I humbly inquire^ 
from the Government as to what they understand by the words “free^ 
consent”. I can understand “consent”, but what is “free consent”? la 
it consent which is tainted with undue mfluence, misrepresentation, fraud 
or force? 
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Mr. Preiident; Order, order The Honourable Member knows that the 
Government of India Act guarantee freedom of speech and freedom of 
vote in this House. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava: Sir, 1 do not submit that those gentle- 
men who will vote with the Government will be carried bodily or person- 
ally to the lobby by the Government Members, but I want to know by 
what name will this Government call that action in which the Government 
have got a remedy in their pocket, and a person is dying, and the relatives 
are all gathered round him, and the Government say to them, “Well, 
here is the medicine by which tins person can be saved from the jaws of 
death, but as a price for that medicine, you shall have to part with all 
Miir possessions, with all }our conscience and with all \our polifcira) 
opinions that you have got, and with all that you hold near and dear 
Is this fair plav? 

Hr. Pazal Ibrahim RahimtuUa: But they give \ou the choice 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava* I do not doubt that my Honourable 
friend Mr Fa/al Ibiahim Itahimtulla will not be carried personally into 
the Inbbv But he will be going against uhat is wntten m this book 
(Report of the Indian Fiscal Commission), the product of one of the ablest 
men in this land, Sir Ibrahim RahimtuUa, his own father to whom he 
and I o\ve great respect 

Mr. Fazal Ibrahim RahimtuUa: IMay I point out, Sir, that the question 
of^In]})orial Piefeionce is not at this juncture before this House‘s 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava: In the first instance I onh pointed out 
-vliai Imperial Ihefeience was according to the Indian Fiscal Commission 
and I regard that as an authoiitativo pronouncement 

Mr. Fazal Ibrahim RahimtuUa. That comes at a later stage 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava: At this stage I would like to deal with 
two arguments, leaving aside the thread of the argument that I was 
placing before the House just now One argument that I heard from Mr 
Fazal Ibrahim RahimtuUa \vas that at this stage, that is, at the considera- 
tion stage of the Bill, Membeis should not make long speeches, because 
the question has alieady been discussed, and further, at this stage, it is 
not germane to go into details of the matter, and when the amendment 
comes forwaid, then it will be time for Members to give their opinions, 
and secondlv the Honourable Mr Munshi today appealed to the Nationalist 
Benches to give up their attitude of hostility to this measure and adopt 
another attitude Now% Sir, I will meet both these arguments In the 
fijrst place the position was quite different before the Honourable the 
Commerce Member said on the floor of the House that he was not pre- 
pared to look at nnv amendment except that of Mr Chettv, which is 
nothing but Imperial Preference, and also except that of Mr Fazal 
Ibrahim Rahuntulln. which is also based on nothing but Imperial Pre- 
ference 

Mr. Fazftl Ibrahim RahimtnUa: May I point out, Sir, that, as far as 
the Chwemment attitude is concertied, I understand it, it is that the 
Govei ament are not prepared ^tb su^ort any of the amendments which 
thej do not hke It is for this House' to decide what amendments they 
would accept 
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Faniit Thakur Das Bhargava: Then, 1 understand, there is a funda- 
mental difference between him and myself. The Government have made 
it absolutely clear that they are not gomg to accept even the vote of this 
House 

Mr. Fazal Ibrahun Hahlmtulla: They never said so. 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar Representative) They have 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava: I understand that if Mr Fazal Ibrahim 
Rahimtulla is convinced that Government mean this, he will change his 
opmioh like an honest man I read only today in the papers and it gave 
me great pain to read it — if I am wrong I should hke to be corrected by the 
Honourable Sir George Rainy — I read that the Government would not 
abide by the vote of the House If I understand that to be the position, 
then I am perfectly light that this constitutional crisis, to w^hich my 
Hoiioiirable friend, Mr Kidwai, ]ust now refer) ed, is a gnm reality and 
it 18 a greater reality than this ghost of fiscal autonomy Sir, the difficulty 
setms to be one of exceptional complexity Under the circumstances 1 
think it IS a question more of temperament rather than any other question, 
which makes a difference between Members of the Independent Party on 
the one side and Members of the Nationalist Party on the other The 
situation resolves itself into this, that the Government admit that the 
Bombay mill industry is m a desperate position The Government have 
said so times out of number, that this industry will die, and they would 
not refer the matter to the Tariff Board now because the matter la urgent, 
but at the same time the Government have adopted the attitude that if 
this particular measure, addition of item 166-A to the Tariff Act, is not 
passed in the form in which the Government have placed it before the 
House, or m the form m which Mr Chetty, the old Secretary of the old 
Swaraj Party, wants it to be amended, if either of these two things is not 
acceptable to the House, it is clear, Sir, that the Government will let 
this industry die out But, Sir, I, for one, am gifted with a better sense 
of imagination and I think that no Government are worthy of the salt of 
India, who take up this attitude, and no Government can take up this 
attitude for a long time I am one with my Honourable friend, Mr 
Birla, that if the mill industry^ of Bombay will take courage in both tts 
hands and brave the situation, I have not the slightest hesitation in say- 
ing that this Government cannot, for a long time, withhold protection 
winch is due to the industry After all this is a question of imagination 

Sardar Kartar Singh (East Punjab Sikh) Tt is a mere threat They 
cannot withdraw the Bill, because they want revenue 

Pandit Tliakur Das Bliargava* I do not agree with Sardar Kartar 
Singh when he says Government want revenue and consequently they 
have brought in this Bill The Government would have got two crores of 
rupees more if they put a duty on Lancashire goods and all that revenue 
the Government are depnving themselves of and making a present of the 
same to Lancashire The question of revenue does not come in Mv 
Honourable friend, Mr Munshi, made an appeal to us that, so far as 
the Nationalist Party is concerned, their conduct in this House will be 
more consistent with the position that Mr Munshi had taken up rather 
than With the positron that we have taken up m this House Sir, let 
ipe clear the ground by saying that no Member of the Nationalist Party 
or, for the matter of that, no nationalist would ever agree to Imperial 
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Preference m respect of cloth, one of the fust and primary necessaries 
of life for which natural advantages exist m this land Secondly the reply 
is furnished by the Honourable the Finance Member when he says 

“ ft affords sinking evidence that the fiscal autonomy convention has become an 
integral pant of the constitution and that even when British interests are most pro 
foundly affected by tariff chaingeg in India the intervention of the British Government is 
restricted to lepresentation and appeal ” 

Now, Sir, I beg to ask if Mr Munshi agrees that this fiscal autonomy 
convention is a mere sham, let him agree to it, let him proceed on the 
principle on which the Honourable Mr Jmnah proceeded, and I can undei- 
fitand his position, but as long as Government say, as long as the Sec- 
retary of State says in England that fiscal autonomy is a reality, we 
must take them at thiir word RealK those gentlemen like the Honour- 
able Mr Jmnah and Mr Munshi who speak so smoothly and who speak 
so sweetl} , are leallj blaming this Government for mconsistencx , which 
IS another woid fur untruth when they say that this convention is not a 
reality Sir, one ot the two things is right, this fiscal autonomy is a 
thing wliuli the Govi'mment accept, or it is a thing wEich thev do not 
accept I can understand the situation, if the Government say that if 
the Legislature does insist upon the particular amendment, the Govern 
ment are not prepared to accept it I can understand that position The 
Goveinrnent can 8a\, and an irresponsible Government can certainly sav, 
that whatever the Legislature insist on. they are not ready to accept, but 
then IS the Legislature not entitled to know what will be the Go\ern 
rnent s attitude if the Legislature does not accejit what the Government 
say? The Oovernmeut say they wan^ Impenal Preference, but the Legis- 
lature says, “No, we do niDt want it' But both of them want protection 
How can you get this protection to this dying national mdustrv of India 
if they do not proceed in the wav in which this Assembh wants them to 
proceed? That is the wEole question I do not know, Sir, as to who is 
responsible for the constitutional crisis When I read the papers today, 
I found that the Secretar\ of State, Mr Wedgwood Benn, clearly stated 
in the House of Commons that this policy of Imperial Preference was not 
initiated by them, and thev were not particularly enamoured of this 
policy of Imperial Preference It seems that, according to the Honourable 
Members of the Executive Government, there is no pressure so far as the 
Government at home is concerned 

Mr. Fasal Ibrahim Rahimtulla: They have admitted that 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava: I know There is no pressure from 
them I am perfectly clear in my mind that the millowners of Bombay 
-do not want it This House clearly does not want it Then who are 
those gentlemen who are responsible for this^ 

An Honourable Member: Six gentlemen 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava: My Honourable friend sa\s, six gentlemen 
vGir) are sitting on the Treasury Benches are responsible But I can 
assure the House that the Indian part of the Executive Council could not 
have been responsible for it Then the position is that only three Members 
can be responsible for it Out of these I know that Sir George Bainy 
could bring in a Bill of this nature in 1927 when he brought the Yarn 
Bill, bub he did not vfenture to do anything of tlao sort on that occasion 
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T do not know how to eliminate him out of this I would like to elimi- 
nate all the three, but my ditiiculU is that somebody is responsible, and 
whoever is responsible, I am here to give him my meed of praise After 
all, the gentleman who is responsible for this measure, does not know the 

real Indian mind I do not concur w ith the Honourable the Deputy Leader 

of my party when he said that he wants some political return for Imperial 
Preference I surely do not concur with Mr Chettj when he said that 
he wants an economic return for it Sir, I very much concur with the 
Beport of the Indian Pisoal Commission, when they say that, whenever 
Imperial Preference in respect of a commodity is to be adopted as a policy 
bv the Indians, it must be in the nature of a voluntary gift I quite 

agree with that Now, Sir, we cannot but deplore that the Finance 

Member should have perpetrated a piece of political unwisdom in refer- 
ring to this matter in the spirit in which he has done it After all, what 
do^'s he sav / He sa\s that the English people, the Parliament and the 
Cabinet will be better inclined to consider our claims to Dominion Status 
in a bettsr mood if w^e accept this Imperial Preference Boiled down, it 
comes to this, that Parliament which, according to the present Govern- 
ment of India Act, is the sole judge of our capacity, wnll judge us by the 
things we can offer to them I do not think that as judges of the 
capacity of Indiana for further reforms. Parliament wull take into consi- 
deration our inclination or our willingness to pav a certain kind of bribe 
to them I call it a bribe and it is nothing but a bribe 

Mr. President: I think the Plonouiable Member must now conclude 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava: Sir, my friend Mr Agnihotn yesterday 
submitted before you that, m relation to this Bill, some offences w'ere 
bemg committed He calkd one of them abetment of illegal gratification 
Now, Sir, if you find a proper w ord m the Indian Penal Code for an action 
like this, I have no hesitation as a law^jer in calling this Imperial extor- 
tion It IS nothing but extortion You want to extort Imperial Preference 
from US All the elements of extortion are theie, and if a part of this House 
goes with you into the lobby, Government must clearly understand that 
they are not free agents in the sense in which this word is used m the 
Beport of the Indian Fiscal Commission 

Sir, I was submitting before you the point of view of the consumer 
when I was drawn aside from the thread of the argument With your 
permission I will just conclude that aspect of the case I was submittmg 
that, so far as the middle classes and the average class people are con- 
cerned, they will' be the persons who will be hit, if ^ou consider that tho«e 
persons usually use cloth manufactured out of finer counts In regard to 
them, I do not know since when Government have developed a soft 
comer in their hearts for them If it is the poor people who use cloth 
manufactured out of the finer counts, may I humbly inquire if the absence 
of competition will not put them in a worse position? In this connection, 
I should like to quote again from the Beport of the Indian Fiscal Comniis 
Sion They have said, on page 106, while quoting from the Eeciprocitv 
and Commercial Treaties prepared by the tJnited States Tariff Commis- 
sion in X918 

“Where a reduction of duty affects only a fraction of the imports of a particular 
article, and the major portion of the imports of that article is still left subj^ to the 
mam or nonTConcpemopal duty, the result is not only a loss of revenue to the Treasury, 
because of the lower rates of duty but absence df ahy ^am to consumers The reduction 
of duty redounds only to the advantage of the foreign producer *’ 
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Then, again, on page 107 they say 

“The effect of thia bonus is to stimulato the trade of the manufacturers of ths 
countiv receiving the preference, and in a short time they may secure for themselves 
the whole market, driving out altogether the non-preferred manufacturers,” 

Then, again on page 109 they say 

“It 18 clear that if a single rate of duty is imposed, the States will secure as revenue 
the whole amount paid by the consumer But if two rates are imposed and the consumer 
pays a price based on the highei of these two rates, the State does not secure as 
levenue the full, amount taken fiom the pocket of the consumer The tax therefore 
to this extent is not sound economically, and this unsound economic effect may be 
represented by saying that the Government loses revenue — not possibly actual revenue, 
but lelative to the amount which it should receive in virtue of the burden which it is 
placing on the consumer “ 

In the end, I will submit that this talk about the consumer is as great 
a sham as fiscal autonomy and the positio'n, shorn of its accoutrements, 
amounts to this, as has been just said by Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya, 
that the Government of the day do not care for public opinion They 
usually eat the very words and the principles which they profess to 
take their stand upon And, Sir, if this Bill is passed by Government 
with their own votes, the entire responsibility for this will be Government’s. 
I do not deny that the Finance Member may have been inspired by the 
best of motives in proposing this measure and saying to the House that, 
in the vidcr interests of India, the House should accept it It may be 
justifiable, according to his own standards of morality, to say so, but I will 
submit, on behalf of the non -officials in India, that we do not regard It 
as a question of bargain If we want Home Buie or Dominion Status, 
we want it as our own birthright In the end if any untoward, circum- 
stnneos ensue, if instead of making the atmosphere better and more amiable, 
the result of this Bill is a w^orse atmosphere, the blame shall be Govern- 
ment’s and they will not be able to say that the non-officials in this House 
did not sound n note of warning This is not m the nature of a threat, 
but this IS a fact of which Government should take account, and I would, 
m these circumstances, without submitting anything further, submit to 
Government that it is high time that Government should make a move in 
bringing about a sort of freedom to the votes of this House, by taking 
out thm question of Impenal Preference from this Bill and regarding the 
Bill only as a protective measure 

Mr, W, A, Oosgrave (Assam Nominated OfPcial) Sir, I move that 
the question be now put 

Mr. President: I suppose no other Honourable Member wants to speak? 
Therefore I shall call upon the Honourable the Commerce Member to reply. 
Perhaps it will be more convenient if the Honouiable the Commerce Mem- 
ber begins after recess? 

Th% Honourable Sir George Hainy (Member for Commerce and Bail- 
ways) With your permission, Sir, I should like to begm sifter lunch 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Ten Minutes to Three of 
the Clock. 


The Assembly rerassembled after Lunch at Ten Minutes to Three pf 
the Clock, Mr President in the Chair. 
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The Honourable Sir aeorge Bainy: Mr President, the diBcuewon of 
thi& Bill has been in progress now for some four and a half days, and every 
aspect of it has been exhaustively explored by a nuinber of speakers from 
every quarter of the House It is obvious, that, if I were to attempt to 
repiy to the debate on anythmg like the same scale, I might very easily 
exhaust your patience and my own strength I do not think, however, 
that it will be necessary that I should do so, because, as regards a large 
number of points, the speakers have answered each other, and when that 
is the case, it is hardly necessary for me, at this stage, to speak on these 
points at length Let rae, however, at the outset, attempt to reply briefly 
to the argument^ of those who contend that no case for protection has 
been made out, and that, for that reason, the House ought to reject the 
Bill The principal advocate of that view was my Honourable friend, 
Diwan Cham an Lall, and ns has been said b> previous speakers, in this 
matter, his course has been perfectly consistent, for he has always refused 
to support measures of protection for the industries of India, and expressed 
his intention not to support such measures, until they become in his sense 
national industries, because they have been nationalised Into that region 
I will not enter, but one of the reasons which he gave against protection 
for the cotton mill industry was that the Bombay millowners were an 
undeserving set of people, and that he was not prepared to impose a 
burden on the consumer for their benefit I think Government have already 
made it plain, Mr President, that when they said the need for action was 
urgent, and that if immediate steps were not taken, the consequences 
might be very grave They have had m view something bigger, 
more important, than the benefit of the industry in the narrow 
sense of the protection of the capital invested m it by the share- 
holders That capital investment is of course nn important question But 
there is a very great deal more in it than that Diwan Chaman Lal^ speaks 
always as the advocate of labour, but he will have to consid r what thft 
position of labour would be if a large number of mills in Bombay Island 
were compelled to shut down We must also remember to what a large 
extent, as things are at present,, the economic welfare of Bombay City 
and of a large part of the Presidency is dependent upon the cotton mill 
industry Anything like a collapse m the industry must be attended by 
senous distress for a very large number of people, the bulk of whom are 
not directly, though they are indirectly, dependent on the industry I think 
the House must look at it from that point of view 

Now what are the sms which my Honourable fnend, Diwan Chaman 
Lall. attributed to the millowners of Bombay? One of them was that, 
during the boom period, there was a great deal of profiteering and that the 
prices to the consumer soared to unprecedented heights When you have 
an iqdustry, under the control of a large corporation, it is m a position to 
come to its own decisions and can to a large extent regulate prices, bwt 
when you have an industry consisting of a very large number of smSll units 
each acting independently and there comes a time when there is a shortage 
of supplies, then what is usually called profiteering is almost inevitable, 
because every man feels that, if he does not raise his price, someone else 
will and therefore, a condition of affairs arises which is Very detrimental 
to the consumer but for which we are not entitled to say that any one In 
particular is tb blame or is an undeserving person Again it is said thjat 
Bombav millowners have not taken sufficient steps to bring thetpselvns 
up-to-date and — I will not use a certain phrase. Hr President, not only 
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from the fear of giving pam in a certain quarter but because withm the 
walls of this Chamber it is your prerogative to put the House m order and 
even my friend, Mr Mody, cannot infringe that — but Government have 
never concealed their conviction that the future prosperity, nay even the 
future existence of the industry in Bombay Island is dependent on Gie 
carrving out of re-organisation on a drastic scale by the Bombay mills It 
18 in the belief, and it is in the hope that the industry will find it possible 
to effect such a reorganisation, that Government have put forward their 
Bill I think my Honourable friend, Mr Mody, m the past, from time 
to time, has felt that, if anv admission were made that there were defects 
to be remedied and things to be put ncht, it might be construed as an 
admission that the case for protection was not very strong Government 
do not look at it in that way, Mr President In their \iew, the need for 
reorganisation does exist; but it is because they believe that reorganisation 
IS not only necessary but possible, that thev are asking the House to take 
measures to provide a temporary shelter behind which that reorganisat on 
may take place 

Now', another argument which has been used in the course of the debate 
against protection is that the cost of production in Bombay is too high 
and that ultimatelv Bomba\ will be unable to hold its own in competition 
with mills in other parts of India where wages are lower, which are nearer 
the suppl) of raw' cotton and which are also nearer their markets Clearly 
3 pm future — and only the future — can tell us what the right 

view about that is But I think w'e have to remember that for 
certain kinds of production, Bombay has advantages, and that, ow ng to 
the large scale on which the industry is established there, the opportunity 
for rationalisation exists to an extent to which it can hardly exic;t m the 
smaller centres What I mean is this, that it may be possible m Bombay, 
to a far larger extent than elsewhere, for particular mil’s to specialise m 
the production of particular kinds of cloth and thereby effect a reduction 
in costs which might more than offset the advantages enjoyed by mills 
at other centres That at any rate is the belief of Government, and, as 
I have already said, it is their hope that measures to bring about results 
of that kind will be taken 

A third argument advanced by my Honourable friend Biw'an Chaman 
Lall w'as this, that the burden on the consumer would be altogether too 
heavy, and that he ought not to be called upon to bear it Now, Mr. 
President, I hope the time will never come when that argument will not 
be freely advanced m this Assembly (Hear hear ) Honourable Mem- 
bers opposite have expressed the view that, when we on the Government 
Benches urge the interests of the consumer, we are not to be believed. 
For that reason it is all the more important that, on the unofficial Benches, 
there should be those who are not open to any suspicion Bightly or 
wrongly, to this extent Government go with them. Quite clearly we 
cannot go the whole extent, because the policy of discriminating protec- 
tion clearly implies that there must be some burden on the consumer and 
that, m spite of that burden. % results achieved are likely to he tb the 
national advantage But we gq with them to this extent, that we feel 
that, m everv proposal for proteetion which is put forward, a Veal effort 
8hou d he*made to ensure that ^e, benefit which the manufacturer receives 
ahould be oommena^te with the burden imposed In ah imperfect 
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world, it may not be possible to secure that result completely, but at any 
rate the attempt ought to be made, and for that reason it is imp^smt, 
ns I have said, that there should always be those in this House who take 
ttat point of View and who represent the interests of the consumer 

That completes, Mr. President, what I need say m reply to those who 
advocate the rejection of the Bill on the ground that no protection is 
needed, or at any rate, whether needed or not, is not justified Other 
speakers have dealt m more detail than 1 can attempt to do with the minor 
aspects of that part of the case, and I should like to turn now, Mr 
President, to what was said my Honourable friend, Mr Birla, m his 
criticism of the scheme embodied in the Bill, namely, that the protection 
proposed to be given was not adequate He pointed out how the capacity 
for production of the Indian mills had increased in recent jears, and he 
expressed the view that, if Indian mills were to be able to sell freely, 
without undue competition with each other, it would be necessary to reduce 
the imports by something like 900 million yards I have examined the 
figures, and I am unable to go the whole extent with my Honourable 
friend I think, on the one hand, he has to some extent over-rated the 
productive capacity of the Indian mills when he puts their potential output 
at 2,700 million yards, while, on the other hand, I think h© altogether 
underrates the reduction in imports which is likely to result from the adop- 
tion of the Bill The record output of the Indian mills in the year 1927-28 
was, I think, betw'een 2,300 million and 2,400 million yards and it is 
possible that, by this time, we ought to put their capacity as high as 2,500 
million yards But, however that mav be, I should like to draw attention 
to one particular point, and it is this If Bombay sets to work to re- 
organise, it IS inevitable that for certain months, particular mills will be 
■shut down to enable re-equipment to take place, the old machinery to be 
removed and new machinery to be installed Therefore during the period 
of re-orgamsation, the output of the Bombay mills will be somewhat below 
the full output of which they might be capable I think that is a point 
worth remembering As to the reduction m the imports likely to result 
from the Government Bill, I have no doubt myself that that reduction 
be substantial Anv one who has watched closely the trend of the figures 
of imports of cotton goods dunng the last five or *six years must have been 
struck bv the fact that, while quantities have varied, values have remained 
almost the same, with the result that the 11 per cent duty brought m 
almost the same amount every year That must mean that the public 
capacitv to absorb piece-goods is very sensitive to pnee, and if the price 
rises, then we may expect to see, as a result of the higher duty^ a sub- 
stantial reduction in the imports from abroad 

Mr. M. S. Aney: May I ask the Honourable Member one question? 
Bid the Honourable the Finance Member take into consideration the 
possible reduction m the imports m assessing the amount of duty which 
he anticipates to recover dunng the next year? 

tte Honourable Sir Ckorge Rainy: I am suggesting. Sir, that the in- 
crease in the duty from 11 to 15 per cent , plus the additional measures 
proppped in this Bill, must in the ordinary course of events result in a 
very substantial reduction in imports Peifsonally, I have no doubt of that 
m^elf at all T am unable therefore to agree with my Honourable friend, 
Mr Birla, that the scheme embodied m the Bill ought to be regarded M 
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inadequate m the senee that it will not give the mill industry the protec- 
tion that it needs, and all that I have been able to read of the reception 
of the Government proposals in Bombay, not as regards their form, but 
as regards their probable results, leads me to think that, on the whole, 
the mill industry, while it does not agree that it has received all that It 
asks for or all that it ought to get, does not regard these proposals as 
inadequate in the sense that they will be ineffective, and I think my 
Honourable friend, Mr Jinnah, was perhaps a little unfair when he referred 
to a metaphor used by Sir Victor Sassoon m a debate in 1927 about giving 
a broken crutch to a man w^ho wanted a motor ambulance Sir Victor 
Sassoon wn« speaking of a Government measure which imposed a specific 
du^y upon yam, but made no change as regards cotton piece-goods, and 
I quite understand that m those circumstances he should sav he was being 
offered something different and something very much inferior to what he 
had asked for But surely it cannot be seriously urged today that, as re^ 
gards this measure, we are not giving assistance of the kind which the 
industry has asked for 

One of the chargee which has been brought against Government is this,, 
that throughout we have been actuated, above all things, by a desire to 
benefit Lancashire I am not too caieful to defend m>self against that 
charge I do not believe even those who have expressed great doubt as to 
my motives think in their heart of hearts that I am such a Machiavellian 
person as they sometimes represent me to be, at least I should have 
very great difficulty in living up to the fanciful picture they have formed 
in their minds about me af they really entertain this view But when 
the\ make that accusation, I think they completely under-rate the extent 
to wfiich the increase all round to 15 pei cent must effect a reduction in 
the imports from abroad, and quite as much from the United Kingdo n as 
from elsewhere Clearly what may happen in the future must be a matter 
of opinion, and no one is bound to accept mine, but I have not the least 
doubt myself that what Lancashire will lose owing to the inorease cf duty 
to 16 per cent is a great deal more than anything it can gain by the in- 
crease m the duty to 20 ^er cent on goods from other countries If what 
the Government of India had in their mind was to benefit Lancashire, 
surely they have taken the most unusual, remarkable and eccentric way 
of doing it Attribute to us, if you like, the most subtle and Machiavellian 
motives, but it is a little hard if that accusation puts us in a position in 
which while we may be very Machiavellian, we must also be singularly 
stupid 

Let me turn for a moment to an aspect of the case which has been 
very frequently referred to by previous speakers, I mean the question 
tvhether th’S is Imperial Preference or not Now, there again I did not 
find amongst other speakers complete unanimity as to what Imperial Pre- 
ference meant and what it ought to mean, but I think I must say some- 
fchinj? on that subject in order to explain what the view of the Government 
f India is When they sav that they are not asking the House to accept 
rmperial Preference as a principle, thev are undoubtedly asking the House 
to anprove in this particular case the imposition of duties which will give 
nreference to British goods That is written quite plainly on the face of 
the Bill itself But at the same time we say that we do not stsk the House 
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to accept Imperial Preference as a principle. Now, what- do w e mean by 
that? What we mean is this 11 India were to accept Imperial Prefer- 
ence as a pnnciple, then I suppose it would mvolve the establishment of 
at least a tw^o decker tanff, with lower rates for Empire goods and higher 
rates for goods from elsew'here, and that would be done as evidence of 
India’s consciousness of the benefit she derives from membership of the 
Empire We are not asking India to do that We are proceeding on 
different lines m this matter altogether My Honourable fnend, Sir 
George Schuster, speaking on the first da;v of the debate, made it clear, I 
think, to those who heard him, what the genesis was of the Government 
of India proposals and what he said I desire to endorse My feeling was 
that, unless the 15 per cent duty could be reinforced bv something more 
from the minimum 8^ annas duty on plain grev goods, the proposals would 
be incomplete and would not fulh meet the necessities of the case Also 
I felt stronglv, as the Goveinment did, that an increase all round in the 
duty to 20 per cent meant a burden on the consumer altogether incom- 
mensurate with the advantage to the manufacturer, and that, if that ob- 
jection was given the weight which it deserved, then on those lines we 
could not proceed And finally it came to this, there was one way and 
one wav onlv in our view bv wKich w'e could do justice alike to the needs 
of the producer and the needs of the consumer If in this case we could 
discriminate between imports from the United Kingdom and imports from 
other countries, the thing could be done, and we did not and do not see 
any other way in which it can be done adequately Nobody doubts of 
course — it is indeed obvious — that at the same time the proposal will be 
advantageoys to the manufacturer in the United Kingdom in the sense that 
his position IS not so bad as it would be if the duties were left at 15 
per cent But I do most strongly contend that his position will be decided- 
ly worse than if the duties were left at II per cent as they W’ere up to 
the 1st of March, and therefore it is for that reason I cannot accept the 
charge as juat, that w'hat we are doing is giving protection for Lancashire 
and not for India The benefit to Lancashire is incidental, while the 
benefit to India is fundamental in this Bill 

Much has been said Mr President, during the course of the debate on 
the subject of the fiscal autonomy conventaon, and it is right that I 
should attempt to explain clearly what exactly the convention is and how 
it operates 

Mr. Prealdent: Who is to interpret the convention^ 

Th5 Honourable SLr George Rainy: Mr President, all I can do in this 
House is to explain the view which the Government of Ind'a take of it and 
leave it at that Now, the locus classtcus report on the subject will be found 
in the Report of the Joint S’elect Committee of both Houses which says, and 
I make no apology for quoting what is said there t 

'‘Thig examination of the igeneral propr,8ition leads inevitably fo the consideration 
of one special case, of non-inlervention Nothing ig more hkeljr) to endanger the good 
r^4tions between India -^nd Great Britain than & belief that India’s fiscal policy is 
dic^^ from, Whitehall in the interests of the trade of Great Britain That iuch a 
bdief 'exists at the moment there can l>e no doubt but that there ought to be n<r room 
for it in the future is equally clear India’s pomtion in the Imperial Conference opens 
tbo door to negotiation between India and the rest of the l^pire, but neigotiation 
■mthOuf power to legislate is likely to remain mefiective A satisfactory solution of 
tile question can onlv lie guaranteed bv the grant of liberty to the Government of India 
to dowse thoOe tariff arrangements which seem best fitted to India’a needs as an integral 
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portion of the British Empire It cannot be guaranteed by statute •without limiting 
the ultimate power of Parliament to control the administration of India and without 
limiting the power of veto which rests in the Crown Neither of these limitations finds 
a place in any of the statutes in the British Empire It can only therefore be shared 
by an acknowledgment of a convention Whatever be the right fiscal policy for India, 
for the needs of her consumers as well as for her manufacturers it is quite clear that 
she should have the same liberty to consider her interests as Great Britain, Australia, 
New Zealand, Canada and South Africa In the opinion of the Committee therefore 
the Secretaiy of State should as far as possible avoid interference on this subject when 
the Government of India and its Legislature are in agreement and they think that 
his intervention, when it does take place, should be limited to safeguarding the inter- 
national obligations of the Empire or any fiscal arrangements within the Empire to 
which Hia Majesty’s Government is a party ” 

There are t'wo passages to which I would invite the special attention of 
the House The first is this 

“The grant of liberty to the Government of Inui i to devise those tariff arrange- 
ments which seem best fitted to India’s needs as an integral p rtion of the British 
Empire “ 

Now, those who composed the Joint Select Committee had very clear 
ideas of what thev were discussing Every one of them mus-t have been 
familiar with that feature of Parliamentary practice and procedure by 
which no new taxation, and no increase of taxation, can be proposed to 
Parliament except bv a Minister of the Crown The initiative in such 
matters m the United Kingdom lies with the Crown, and I think it follows 
that in India the initiative must rest with the Government of India It 
18 the special function of Government to “devise arrangements" and to 
place them before the Legislature 

The second passage is 

“The Secretary of State should aa far as possible avoid interference in this subject 
when the Government of India and the Legislature are in agreement ’’ 

Here the point I desire to bring out is that the Joint Select Committee 
does not attempt to define the functions of the Government of India and 
the Legislature; at assumes them The Committee are concerned with 
one point and with one point only, namely, the circumstances in which 
the Secretary of State should refuse to exercise his ordinary power of sup- 
erintendence, direction and control These circumstancea exist when the 
Government of India and the Legislature are m agreement and beyond 
that the Committee does not pursue its investigations The Government 
of India and the Legislature will discharge their respective functions in 
accordance with the constitutional practioe adopted m all constitutions 
framed on the British model The function of the Government is to sub- 
mit proposals to the Legislature and it is the function of the Legislsdure to 
pronounce upon them Difficulties of various kinds have, however, been 
raised and with these I must try t <5 deal 

Sir fiari Singh Ckmr (Central Provinces Hmda Divisions . Non-Muham- 
madan) • May I interrupt the Honourable the Commerce Member He 
has omitted the crucial sentence in the whole of the paragraph that he has 
read That passage is 

“Whfttevcr the right fltcal policy for India, for the needs o# ter coiuramers wi 
well «8 for her manafaeturera, H w quite clear that ete ehmild have the same liberty 
to cor»*iider her interests as Qrtei Britain, Anetralia, New Zealand, Cnneda and Soitia 
■tfrica ” 
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Th« Honourable Sir George Eainy: I read that passage^ Mr. President 
Perhaps the Honourable Member did not hear me 

Sir Hari Singh Oour; I did, but I point out that this is the crucial 
sentence which calls for an explanation 

Mr. Pres:dent: The Honourable Member does not give way. 

The Honourable Sir George Eainy: The Honourable Member, I think» 
wishes to make my speech for me 

Difficulties of various kinds have however been raised and with these 
1 must deal One may be stated as follows The fiscal autonomy con- 
vention, thus interpreted, confers upon the Government of India a degree of 
independence, irresponsibility, autocracy, if ^ou will, that can never have 
been intended They have ceased, it may be said, to be responsible to the 
Secretary of State and thej are not responsible m the ordinary sense to 
the Indian Legislature To whom then are they responsible? That is a 
straight question, Mr President, and I shall try to give a straight answer 
The fiscal autonomy convention means this, that, while there is alwava 
previous consultation with the Secretary of State, the final decision as to 
the proposals to be placed before the Legislature rests with the Govern- 
ment of India and with no one else In this respect, apart from the 
previous consultation with the Secretary of State, the position of the Gov- 
ernment of India is that of a Dominion Government which decides for itself 
what proposals it will place before the Legislature To that extent the 
Government of India are independent, but for how long does this position 
of independence continue^ For exactly the same period as it continues in a 
Dommion, namely, until the Legislature pronounces upon the proposals 
placed before it As soon as the Legislature arrives at a decision, one of 
two things happens Either the Government of India and the Legislature 
are in agreement, and in that case everything proceeds as in a Dominion 
and no outside interference can affect the decision But when the Govern- 
ment of India and the Legislature fail to agree, there is a difference In a 
Dominion if the question is of real importance, the difference results in a 
change of Government which restores harmony In India, under the 
present constitution, no such result can follow The actual effect is Jbhat 
the convention ceases to operate and the Government of India come once 
more under the control of the Secretary of State, for as soon as the Govern- 
ment of India and the Legislature are not in agreement, the convention is 
at an end And if the question be asked, m what sense does the Govern- 
ment of India come again under the control of the Secretary of State, I 
would say this, that clearly the Members of the Government of India are 
responsible to the Secretary of State for establishing harmonious relations 
with the Legislature in this region, so far as it is in their power to bring 
about that result That is one of the duties of our position. 

Now, on this point, Mr President, I should like to refer to what was 
said by the I^ight Honourable the Secretary of State !n the House of 
Commons. The three sentences I shall quote are as follows 

'‘Nor would a«y Secretary of State attempt to lay a finger upon this principle of- 
tariff antoi!iomy wi^h hat beea eatabliabed m ^aciieo for ten yeaiib in Indian affairt. 
Thtfe ta Dominion States in action , there is a Dominion attnlraie It has now become 
part and parcel of the nghU of India ” 

Now, it will be clear from the actual words I have quoted, that the 
Secretary of State is not referring to new eonventton ot any ttew 
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interpretation, tor he ‘spoke of something which had been m existence and 
m practice for ten years What has been the uniform practice through- 
out these years in respect of the tariff? The Government of India have 
framed their proposals and have placed them before the Legislature and 
the Legislature has passed judgment Where there has been agreement, the 
Secretary of State has consistently refrained from interference, either at 
the preliminary stage when the Government of India decided what their 
proposals were to be, or at the final stage after the approval of the Legis- 
lature had been secured But if the Government of India and the Legisla- 
ture are not m agreement, what then^ Is there no means of resolving the 
dead lock? None, I fear, under the present constitution, save the influence 
of time and persuasion which ma^ induce one side or the other to modify 
its attitude For, while in the spheie of tariffs, India already possesses 
Dominion Status, she dots not as vet possess a Dominion constitution 
But if the differences between the Government and the Legislature remain 
unadjusted, ought not Go\einment, many will ask, to give way and accept 
the opinion of the Assembly as decisive‘s I realise how natural!} that 
view must appeal to those who sit opposite, but it is one which Government 
cannot accept Duties and responsibilities aie placed upon us by law^ and 
we cannot divest ourselves of these even if we would A suggestion of this 
kind would mean that, whatever changes m the tariff commended them 
selves to a majority of this House, or, perhaps some of my friends opposite 
would say, to a majority of the non-official Members of this House, or to a 
majority of the electee! Members, should be brought into force whatever 
view Government might take That would mean nothing else than the 
abnegation of their functions by Government m a very large part of the 
financial sphere The message of the Cabinet has made it clear that the 
convention applies not only to duties imposed for protective purposes, but 
also to those imposed for revenue purposes, and from the constitutional 
point of view, that would be an intolerable position In a sound constitu- 
tion, each organ must discharge its appropnate functions, and the function 
of one cannot, without grave disorganisation, be transferred to another 

What we are all looking forward to m the near future, Mr President, 
18 a step forward in the path of India's constitutional advancement If the 
Conference in London should result, as it might, in placing the control of 
the tariff in the hands of those who, in one form or another, were respon- 
sible to the Legisl iture, then it would rest with the Member or the Minister 
to put forward his proposals, and for the Legislature to accept them, to 
modify them or to reject them The Minister might or might not accept 
the changes made by the Legislature But, if he did, he would become 
fully responsible for them and could not subsequently plead that the vote 
of the Legislature relieved him from his responsibihtv If he did not, 
his resignation would follow m the ordinary course, and a Minister would 
tfike office who would cany out the Legislature's decision The point I 
wish to emphasise is this, that m no constitution framed on the British 
model, so far as I know, can the full control of tariffs and taxation pass to 
the Legislature, unless and until the power of removing the Government 
or part of it is fVansferred to it But when that happens, the Executive 
Government have stfll their appropriate functions to discharge, for when 
important changes are in question, it is only the Government who have 
the requisite informatiop and ofiai discharge fully the responsibility / for 
safeguarding all the interests concerned. 
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I have tried, Mr President, to put clearly the view o£ the Government 
of India as to the interpretation to be placed upon the fiscal autonomy con- 
vention Let me pass on to what has been said on the lines that the 
fiscal autonomy convention is a sham Now. is that seriously urged? How 
could the policy of protection have been adopted at all in India without 
that convention? Where would the steel industry m India have been today 
but for the fiscal convention? And, as regards cotton, are memories indeed 
so short? Some speakers have referred to what took place m 1894 or 1895, 
when the cotton duties in India very nearly led to the dow'nfall of the 
Liberal Government in England, but have Members also forgotten that, as 
late as 1917, when the customs duty on cotton piece-goods w as raised from 
3^ to 7^ per cent , it bceined not unlikely for tw'o or thice da5S that that 
change would bring down the Coalition Government in England, then in the 
very plenitude of its power And, apart from the fiscal convention, how 
could the dutv have been raised to 11 per cent in 1921, or the excise dutv 
removed in 1926, or, indeed, the duty raised to 16 per cent . as has been 
done in the current year? The answer is, because the Government of India 
and the Legislature w^ere in agreement and the convention once having been 
fully and frankh accepted bj His Majest} 's Government in England, we 
have no leason now to apprehend interference from that quarter (Applause 
from Official Benches ) But the indispensable element which must be 
present m order that the convention may operate, is that the Government 
ot India and the Legislatuie should be in real agreement and if it were 
proposed that the Government of India’s agreement must be assumed 
wheiipvei a majoritj of the Assembly took a particular view% that would 
be an mterpietation of the convention entirelv novel and something quite 
different from anything that has existed since 1921 

Mr President, I am afiaid I have delated the House a great deal longer 
than I intended when I began to speak, and it is time that I should bring 
my speech to an end All I would wish to sa> in conclusion are two things 
Firstly, that there have been a good man^ suggestions from the other side* 
ot the House by some speakers that the motives which have influenced 
the Government have not alw^ays been the best of motives, that they can 
hardly believe that matters realU are as we declare them to be, and that, 
altogether the circumstances are too suspicious Now, I make no personal 
complaint about that and indeed why should I? No one has ever been 
treated better by everv Member of this House than mvself and I do not 
regard it as a personal matter at all What I do feel is this that, if this 
attitude of suspicion is too freely indulged in, Honourable Members will 
find that they are clouding their own judgment and making it impossible 
for themselves to arrive at a correct appreciation of the position 

The second thing I have to sav is this Much has been said of the past 
history of the cotton mdustr} in India, and of the injury which it has 
suffered at the hands ot Great Bntam I ata not going to ihter into these 
controversies, but I would remind the House that the situation with which 
they have to deal is not the situation of 1780, of 1818, of 1840, of 1882, of 
1885, or even of 1917 — not any of these situationth— ^ut they havfe to deal 
with the situatiiMi that exists in 1930 What is that situatidn? The very 
existence of the industry m the Bombay island is endangered by competi- 
tion from abroad, by competition from one particular country Now in 
l!92’]f,^i5vh4n this question came up before, the whole subject got clouded 
Jb^i|^me^more difficult by allegations of unfair competition due to the 
i^'WOrk by mght of women in the. Japanese mills But I have already 
^^^lainqd dn, an e^lier speech that that has been cleared -out of tfee way. 
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What we are up against is an intensity of competition which may be 
asserted in certain wajs, but which is due in the mam to sheer efficiency, 
and it 18 tor that reason that reorganisation of the Indian industry becomes 
alJ impoitant, just as reorganisation will have to take place in Lancashire if 
Lancashire is to hold its own, because a definite advance forward has been 
made in Japan, that great country which is at present showing an example 
to all the world What we .desire to see is that the Indian industry should 
take advantage of the opportuni^ given to it and should eventually be able 
to hold its own, even with the Japanese competition, without the need for 
any adventitious assistance (Applause ) 

Mr. Preiident: The question is 

“That th« Bill further to amend the Indian Tariff Act 

Pandit HUakantlia Das (Onssa Division Non-Muhammadan) Sir, I 
nse to a point of order The question involved in this Bill is fiscal auto- 
nomy for India I have heard the Honourable Member for Commerce ex- 
plaining the convention of that fiscal autonomy to us m which the issue 
comes out clearly to the effect that the Government of India will either 
agree or not agree with the decision of the Legislature I don’t tlnnk the 
mterpretat on of the Honourable the Commerce Member to be ^ correct 
But assuming that it is correct, it follows that on questions involving fiscal 
policy like the one in this Ball, the Government of India and this Legisla- 
tive Assembly are two distinct entities The issue is whether the Govern- 
ment agn^e with the vote of the House or not What should be considered 
to be the vote of the House in this question? Now the Government com- 
mand forty votes in this House 

Hr. Proiident: This is not the stage 
‘ The question is 

“That the Bill furthei to amend the Indian Tariff Act, 1894, and to amend the 
Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Act, 1927, he taken into consideration 

(Mr President having put the motion declared that the “Ayes” had 
it) 

Several Honourable Members; The “Noes” have it 

Mr* President: I w’ould ask Honourable Members not to press for s 
division now There are other stages when Honourable Members will 
have ample opportunities for dividing the House The “Ajes” have it 

The motion was adopted 

Mr. President: The question is 

“That clause 2 stand part of the Bill ” 

Bai Bahadur S. 0 . Sutta (Surma Valley cum Shillong Non-Muham- 
madan) • Sir, I beg to move: 

“That clause 2 be omitted.” t 

Sir, we have just come to a close of a very interesting 
put it to the Souse, that though a case has been made out for idrthtf 
quiry as to the necessity of protection in the cotton industry beyCna Vnurtf 
faae been granted by the finance Bill recently passed, no case has been 
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nade out for immediately granting protection by ra;ising the duty to 20 
3er cent in respect of cotton piece-goods not of British manufacture. 
Sir, what IS the position'’ We ha\e heard much about the distressing com 
btion of the cotton industry in Bombay But what are the facta? Firsi 
>f all the mdustr\ in Bombav is m a very bad condition, the wctfTSt oondi- 
lon possible The second point made out is that Bombay is not Ahmeds- 
lad The third point made out as that the dividends of industries itt 
\hmedabad and other places have come down, though they are not losers. 
Then there are the other mills in the Central Provinces , they have also 
%uffered some loss Then there are seven mills m Bengal, and as between 
hem, they have also suffered some loss But what the loss is due to has 
lot been made out In what respect and in what proportion have these 
^even mills suffered loss and what are the causes thereof? But, oi course, 
he less we say of Bengal, the better What is the position then? We 
dso learn that there as severe competition between Bombay and Ahmeda- 
lad Of course no one would propose that we should protect Bombay 
igamst Ahmedabad Well, then the position comes to this, although the 
aos’tion of the industn^ m other places might be depressing to some 
"xtent, it IS not so depressing as in Bombav, and af those industries in 
)ther places wanted anv degree of protection, the Finance Bill, by raising 
he duty to 15 per cent , w’ould give sufficient protection to those indus- 
.nes So that, w.ith the diitv raised to 15 per cent bv the Finance Bill, 
he Bombav industry would be perhaps struggling to maintain its position, 
md the other concerns m other places of Tnd a would prosper Thev would 
lot only he able to maintain their position, hut the\ would be m a position 
o extend the r business Then what would be the effect of the further 
protection proposed? 

Mr. President: What is the Honourable Member doing? He is moving^ 
for the deletion of clause 2, which w'ould have the effect, I understand, 
ioiing away with the whole Bill Is that so? 

The Honourable Sir George Ealny: No, Sur The provision about cotton 
vam in clause 3 would still remain, but so far as cotton piece-goods are 
joncemed, the whole Bill would go 

Bai Bahadur S O. Dutta: That is what I mean 

SLr Oowasji JTehangiT: Sir, I rise on a point of order This is a nega- 
;ive amendment and the Honourable Member will have a right to speak 
it the close smd vote The effect of the amendment is negative 

Bail Bahadur S. 0. Dutta: If the further protection given be really 
protective, then the position of Bombav cannot be much better accord- 
ing to the accounts given, because, in {hat case also, competition with 
Adimedabad and other mills m India will remain So that, whde 
Bombay will simply struggle or just maintain its position, these Other 
uduatnes; which are m a better position as regards labour «uid Other 
soiwhtions, will expand at. the expense of Bombay So that no pQai4iv& 
laee la made out for giving further protection than is given by the 
^ance Bill which has become law Besides we are not sure what the 
'e&ult will be and the future can onlv say that If that is so, Govern- 
nent want to take a leap in the dark Ihen we are not sure and we^ 
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have had no arguments to show that the prices of British goods will not 
increase, and that there will be no competition on account of the 
Temoval of Japanese competition between Indian goods and the Brjitish 
goods S'o that, whatever protective merit there i& m the proposals of 
Government, i that is already secured by the Finance Bill which raises 
the duty to 15 per cent, and it is not expected that there will be anv 
further appreciable benefit to the cotton industry by this other proposal 
of differentaal treatment Sir, I yield to none in my desire to make this 
country self-sufficient in the matter of production of cotton piece-goods, 
and T am not one of those wffio would confine this preference to Ihaddar 
or handloom products onlv, but would equalh extend oui piotection 
to mill produce, if a case is mfide out for protection WHiat I contend 
is that a case has not been made out that Bomba\ wmU be m a 
posation to profit by the passing of this Bill, because there has been no 
inquiry, and the vanous considerations that have been urged in th’S 
^ouse have not been considered bv anv competent committee or board, 
6fter recording of evidence So what I submit is that there should be a 
further inquiry before such a debatable measure is adopted I should 
make it clear here that I am not entering into those irrelevant matters 
as to the competence or otherwise of the management -of the Bombav 
industries What I insist upon is that the position should be made clear 
bv evidence in what manner the Bombav industry is going to be im- 
proved 

There was a discussion raised by Diwan Chaman Lall '^ho said 
that the Bombay industry was not national I do not base my objec- 
tion on that ground, out the discussion raised by him has made this 
point clear, that where it js necessary to give national protection, there 
should be national control It is not necessary that there should be any 
distinction made as to whence the capital comes, who are the persons 
to whom the capital belongs, and what c1b 38 of labour is employed Let 
us take it that it is an industry of nataohal importance, because it is 
an industry that is carried on m this country by people who are resident 
m this country So that, whether we take it that laige Indian capfital 
18 employed, or Indian labour is employed, or the management is in 
Indian hands, that may be looked at from one point of view, that it is 
an industry in national hands And it is also an industry of national 
importance because it is concerned with the production of necessaries 
of life, which are used by ajl classes of people So long as Government 
followed the policy of let alone, neither helping nor discouraging the 
people who are runnmg this industry, the capitalists and labourers were 
entitled to manage it in their own way, without anv interference on the 
part of Government But once it is admitted that it is a national industry, 
and an Andustry of national importance that affects the vital concerns 
of the people as a whole, and that State protection is necessary for 
its existence, it behoves Government to see how it is conducted I hope, 
Sir, if the policy of protection is to be permanently established 
m this country, this House also will take into consideration "^this 
^act, that there should not be anv national protection without national 
-qpntrol and that this House will advise an efficient method of control It 
lyill not do simply to raise the 4uty iij^^ the hc^e that the industry, lett to 
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itself, will somehow manage to profit by it ' It may or it may not ‘ Vhy 
should not the Government propose, in that instance, whether the capi- 
talists want protection or not, if it is thought ^httt the industry Js of 
national importance, to take it into its hands and regularise it? 1 am 
not going to suggest that it should be nationalised now. The country 
may not be ripe now for it That ma\ not be the best policy now 
But VI hy should there not be some control, some regulation, as to tho 
amount of reserve capital, maximum dividends, the amount of bonus 
and other things, in the same wav as the Government controls the co- 
operative organisations? That is also for the benefit of the country, 
because it is a matter of national importance 

Then, Sir, it ma\ be asked, what is the alternative to my proposal? 

I am asking the Hou^e to omit this clause altogether relating to the 
imposition of protective duty Now, there are tw^o proposals There le 
first of all the proposal of Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya The only 
difference is that he wants 15 per cent or 3^ annas per pound, whach- 
e\er is higher T think that would be best if it might be acceptable 
to all, acceptable to the Bombay millowmers and also to the Govern- 
ment I do not Ignow' whether the Government will accept it or not 
But I take it, from the attitude of the representatives of the Bombay 
mallow ners here, that it will not be acceptable to them because they 
want a dutv of 20 per cent In that case, if the proposal of the Hon- 
ourable Pand't be accepted, they will be left to further mquirv aiter two 
^ears, and the further protection that they want might be delayed 
What I propose is that this question of protection be dropped altoge- 
ther now and there should he an immediate inquiry by the Tariff Board, 
so that the proposal mav come up next year 

Mr. President: The Honourable Alemher i« r^^allv floggmer the dead 
horse He knows the principle of protection is accepted bv this House 
I allowed him some indulgence, hut he must conclude his remarks 

Bai Bahadur S. C. Dutta: In that view I will not say anything more 
I move m\ amendment 

Sir Harl Singh Qour: I have one or two obseivations to make with 
leferenee to what has fallen from the Honourable the Commerce Mem- 
ber 


Hr. President: Order, order Let this be disposed of 

Sir Harl Singh Oour: It is m connection with clause 2 of the Bill 

Mr. President: The pnnciplc of protection has been accepted by the 
House and I think we had better proceed further, and wlien the two main 
amendments come, I will give the Honourable Member the fullest lati- 
tude 

The question is 
“That claoae 2 be omitted “ 


The motion was negatived 
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JCx. R. S. Shanmokliam Ohetty (Salem and Coimbatore cum North 
Arpot Non-Muhamm^a« Bural) . Sir, with your permission, I would like 
to move my amendmanM^ the form m which it appears on the typed paper 
Sir, 1 move. 

** In 8ub-clau8e (I) of clause 2, for the propose! Item No 156 A, the following be 
substituted 

* 156 A C^otton piece goods (other than fents 
of not more than mne yards in length) — 

(a) plain grey that is, not bleached or 
dyed m the piece, if imported m 
pieces which either are without 
woven headings or contain any 
length of more than nine yards which 
IS not divided by transverse woven 
hecidings , 

(i) of British manufacture , . Ad valorem 16 per cent, oc 31 

annas p r pound, 
whichever is higher 

(li) nob of British manufactu e , . Ad valorem 20 per cent, or 3^ 

annas per pound, 
whichaver is higher 

(5) Otheis— 

(i) of British manufacture . • Ad talorem 15 per cent 

(ii) n >t of British manufacture . Ad valorem 20 p^r cent ’.** 

In moving this amendment, I do not intend to make any lengthy speech 
i propose merely to point out the mam signihcauce ot in\ amendment 
I have not in m^ amendment taken awa^ the diherential system of duty 
vhich has been proposed lu the Bill as mtioduced What 1 ha\e tried 
to do in rn^ amendment is to abolish that difterentiatiun m one parti- 
cular class ot goods and that is, plain gie\ goods M\ leasoii for taking 
awa\ that differentiation in the case of plum giey goods is this If it can 
be proved that any imported cloth, from whatever countrv it might come, 
competes with Indian mill pioducts of a similar class, then there is no 
|Ufotification to give a preferential treatment to that class of goods corning 
from any country In the case of plain gre\ goods, it has been admitted 
by Government in the note circulated to Honourable Members by the Hon 
Durable the Commerce Member, that a part of the plain grey goods, to 
the extent of about 45 million yards, does come into competition with 
Indian miU-made plain grev goods I do not therefore sec w'h> tins class of 
^oods^ coming from the United Kingdom, should be exempted from the 
operation df the specific dut\ of 3^ annas per pound It might be asked 
why I have not also included the dhotis, which it is admitted id so ^mr 
into competition with Indian mill-made goods But it has been pointed 
out in ^ Hardy’s Report that the administrative difficulties m the w^ay 
of the application of a specific duty for dhotis are almost insurmountable 
[ have not therefore attempted to bring the dhotis under this class As 
^)as been pointed out m the note mentioned bv me, the Indian mills prq- 
iuoe a very great quantity of plain arey goods About 50 per cent of the 
,otal production of the Bombax mills and about 44 per cent of the total 
production of all the mills in India come under this categor\ It is there- 
fore essential, Rir, considering the magnitude of the Indian production m 
Hus class of goods, that every attempt should be made that the dutv 
[>roposed should be, not merely adequate, but completely effective My 
amendment, bv bringing in all plain grev goods under the q>eration of the 
specific duty of 3J annas per pound, will give thAt effective and adequate 
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protection which the Indian mill industry needs, and that, Sir, la the justi- 
fication for my moving this amendment So far the definition is con- 
cerned, a slight alteration has been made m The object 

of that 18 simply (his Of late a class of dhotis mnlct Xlpan, with printed 
headings, have invaded the Indian market, and these Chtnpete very severely 
with Indian mill-made dhotis with woven headings Now, the ♦Japanese 
are able to produce these printed heading dhotis on their autom'atic looms, 
and therefore it is essential that, if effective protection is to be given to 
the Indian dhotis, the Japanese dhotis with printed headings must also 
he brought under the operation of this specific dut\ of 3^^ annas per pound 
These are m\ reasons for mo\ing this amendment With these words, 
Sir, I move 

Pandit M ada n Mohan Malaviya (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) Sir, I beg to move that 

“In aub-clause (/) of clause 2 “ 

Mr. President: I should like to explain to the House that the procedure 
which I propose to follow with regaid to these amendments is this I 
propose to take Mr Shanmukham Chett-y’s and Pandit Madan Mohan 
Malaviya a amendments together and to allows a general discussion, and at 
the end of such discussion, to put the two amendments one by one to 
“Vote 

Pand?,t Madan Mohan Malaviya: Sir. I beg to move that 

“In sub clause {1) of clause 2, for the proposed Item No 156A, the followina be 
Aubstituted ° 

‘ 156 A Cotton piece goods . Ad valorem 16 per cent or 3* 

annas per pound, 
whichever is higher ’ “ 

Sir, the object of m\ amendment is clear from the language used in it 
I lecognise the necessit\ for giving protection adequate protection, to the 
cotton mdustrv in India, including of course that of Bomba} I recognise 
that the industry has been hard hit bv the financial policy pursued by 
the Government of India in the past, and that it stands urgently in need* 
ot much assistance Therefore there is no question in the discussion of 
my amendment of the principle of protection, that principle is involved 
in it, and I stronglv and heartilv endorse it I feel that all questions 
relatmg to weak points m the management of an} national industry are 
questions which have to be considered at other times, on other ocoBSions, 
and to be pursued very mtenseh until our management of ,our rfBtional 
industries stands quite on a par in the matter of efficienpy with any in- 
dustry in the w'orld But at a time when the industry has been hard hit 
hv the evil policy pursued b} the Govemipent for years past, it is not 
nght that we should be raismg questions as to the weakn|ss or want of 
efficiency of the management of the industry 

^ But Sir, that is only one aspect of the question My amendment 
raises the question of the amount of protection which is to given to 
|;he Bombay industry and the cotton industry generally m India. We are 
at mie with the Government oJ India in desiring to give protection to the 
cottott Industry of Bombay, m fact, if I may be^ allowed by the Honour- 
able Members opposite, I w^ould claim that we on this side of the House 
Iiaye m^turally more real sympath\ with both the capital and labour of 
Bombay and India than the Members o^ the opposite Benches 1 feope 
.,they will not think that I am in any way drsre9pe,<?tfnl to them, but f Jb 
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claim that they aJ|r<^w that we, Indians, feel at least not less strongly 
than the Honour^le Members opposite the need of offenng assistance to 
the Bombay industry The onlj question is what should be the measure of 
that assistance, and what is the form m which that assistance should be 
given 1 had hoped that, at the end of a very interesting debate, in which 
nian^ most excellent speeches were delivered — speeches which would com- 
pHic well with speeches delivered on a similar occasion in any assembly in 
the world — the Honourable the Commerce IMember would attempt to 
answer the many important points which were raised in it I listened to 
Ills speech with great attention — as 1 al\\a\s do because he is among the 
Civil Service men by far the best speaker w'e have m our midst today 
But, Sir, my Hononrabit friend very carefully a\oided answering the many 
iiiiportant points which were taken up by my friend Mr Ghanshyam Das 
Jhrla in his excellent speech He also failed to give us any reason as to 
whv the Government of India should be bo stubborn in their adherence to 
the proposals which the> have laid before the House He did not explam. 
Sir, why it was that the conviction dawned upon the Government of 
India not in the first instance, but after the receipt of the messeige from 
Hi'« Majesty’s Government, that thev should raise the dutv on non-Bntish 
manufactured goods to 20 per cent The Government of India, lOused at 
long last to the consciousness that the Bombav cotton industry and the 
Indian cotton industry needed and deserved help, framed their proposals 
with great care, and those proposals were to raise the general import duty 
from 11 to 15 per cent and to put a protective duty of 3^ annas per 
])Oimd on all plain grey goods Those were the proposals which the Gov- 
eiiiment of India after months of consideration, after taking all the expert 
advice which thev have at their disposal, after comparing the 
industry m India and in England, came to These proposals were 
communicated to His Majestv 's Secretary of State His Majesty’s 
Government considered these proposals and thev courteously asked 
the Government of India to take into account both the reactions 
of their proposals in India and their serious effects in England 
There was no dictation, they drew attention to what thev apprehended 
W’ould be the result of the imposition of the two proposed duties, on the 
one side on the consumer in India, and on the other on Lancashire; 
and they asked the Government of India to give full weight to the consi- 
derations they had urged They feared that the proposal of the Govern- 
ment of India for raising the general revenue duty from 11 to 16 per 
cent and a protective duty of 3^ annas per pound on all plain grey goods 
WQuld hit the Lancashire industrv hard, and they urged that, at this 
juncture, the Government of India should think of the grave results which 
might follow in Lancashire hv this proposal being accepted They objected 
to the two proposals and they gave their reason's for their objection 
The Government of India considered the views of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment veiy fully ; they urged that as regards bleached goods and finjer 
qualities of grey and coloured goods, which#Lanoa8hire mainly supplies, an 
increase from ll to 15 per cent could not be represented as a crushing 
huiden on Lancashire; and the protective duty would not affect Lancashire. 

I cannot understand whv the Honourable the Commerce Member has not 
offered one word of explanation as to why. at that stage, the conviction 
dawi-*ed on the Government that they should propose a 6 per cent addi- 
tional protective duty upon non-tJnit^ Kingdom goods 1 still pause for 
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41.0 answer Up to the moment of the reQjuiptr of t|m| otthiegram the Qot* 
of Xn<^ adhered to their origmal view Kveo in their reply to 
Jcuft Majesty’s Government they adhered to ^he vieV jHiat the proposals 
which ihey had put forward were sound They urged that tiiey ihust 
adhere to thpse proposals. was it then that gave them tne idea 

that there should be an additional protective duty of 6 per cent, with a 
minimum of annas per pound on all plam grey goods, against all cotton 
goods of non-British tnauufaoturc? It has been made clear that 
Majesty’s Government gave no mdication of their desire to have this addi- 
tional protection Even in yesterday’s telegram it was made clear, though 
it was not necessary to do so, by the Secretary of State that he did' not 
send any instructions to the Government of India regarding this addi- 
tional protection, that to quote the words of the cable, “he had never at 
any time su^ested preferential treatment for goods from Britain The 
Suggestion originated in India” Nothing could be clearer than that We 
wonder therefore why the Government of India should have taken 
upon themselves, without any suggestion from Ijattcashire, or London to 
propose a higher duty than they had deliberately, after months of delibera- 
tion, proposed should be adopted 

Our whole quarrel with this proposed additional duty is for two reasons, 
first that it 18 a higher duty than, we have been given to understand, 
the Government of India believed at the time was necessary, secondly 
because it introduces a question of preference tx> the goods of the United 
Kingdom. I have tried to imagine some reason for justifying this course 
on Sie part of the Government I have failed to do so The Government 
of India have not helped us with any Then it comes to this that, while 
the Government of India m the discharge of their responsibility, such as 
they believed it to be, thought it fit to propose the duty of 15 per cent, 
and a mmimum of 3 ^ annas per pound on all plain grey goods, they 
thought it consistent with their duty to the people of this country m whose 
interest the Members of the Government profess to be acting, to add 
apparently wantonly to the duties that they bad first proposed to His 
Majesty’s Government, a 6 per cent protective duty, with a minimum of 
annas per lb. on plam grey goods, against all cotton piece-goods trofoci 
outside the United Kingdom I say apparently wantonly because no ex- 
planation has so far been forthcoming And we find that the Government 
of India now adhere to their new proposal with a tenacity worthy of a better 
cause Why has it, Sir, become necessary, to raise the duties higher^ We 
^fave got two very able Members on the Government Benches, the Fin^oe 
Udember and the Commerce Member Both of them have failed ttd 
any eitplanation as to why they felt it necessary to add to their 
jjfsjpos^s this extra protective duty They have not explained . . . . ’ 
fttoOur&hle $it Ckorge Schuster (Finance Member) X saga to 
tutorrupt tile Honourable Pandit I did give this House a vttj. 

of the course through which our proposals went, anSji ^ii[| V jf 


pS^l^on of the course through which our proposals went, ^ii[| V jf 

tfii^Ht^Oouthbfe Pandit would read my speech which I dehvered m answer 
io ms own m the debate on the 13th March, he would find that I gave a 
f^ry full expknation of fiow we arrived at pur fipal plan and what had 
fhrpugn our mi^ds before arriving at that plan 
' Itiwf a tt Hoh i n ICalavIya: The Phmourable Member desonbed^to 

u%‘Bur,?the 5 ,proeesB ni pamd which he had passed through, but X tegseS 
^ that neither, m his speeeh no® m the statement made today is theca 
W ^^©d t03f rai«U« the duty from 16 per oeaK w^ih a 
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mmimum of 3J apnas per pound on plain grfey goods to 20 per cent, with 
a minimum of 8J annas per pound on plaSii grey goods, against bXI cotton 
piece-goods from outside the United Kingdom. My Honourable friend has 
not explained what facts had occunied J^thin the period of submitting hia 
first proposals to His Majesty’s Govetim^eht and the time when he framed 
his additional proposals, what events had taken place which affected the 
cotton industry of India and which justified the step which they had taken. 
That is my grievance, that is my complaint. 

Thi Sonoarahle Sir George Schneter: I submit, Sir, that it was not 
necessary for us to advance any special reasons or call attention to any- 
thing which had happened to cotton industry of India during the last few 
weeks. The question of puttmg up the duty to something higher than 
16 per cent had always been under consideration ever smce the deputation 
of the millowners interviewed my Honourable collesigue and the Acting 
Fmanoe Member on the 8th of December The claim on behalf of the 
millowners had always been for a protective duty of 20 per cent The 
Government of India’s difficulty was to find justification for imposmg an 
all round duty of 20 per cent , and it had always been in the mmds of 
the Government of India that the case would be easier if they could find 
some principle of discrimination which would avoid the very heavy burden 
on consumers, of puttmg a duty on to a large quantity of goods which 
could not, within the period under contemplation, be manufactured by 
Indian mills It was the difficulty of finding such a principle of discrimi- 
nation which had prevented Government from being able to satisfy them- 
selves that they were justified m imposing a duty of 20 per cent I ex- 
plained m my speech that after we had been approached by the Cabinet 

felt that in all the circumstances we should be justified in proposing 
to this Assembly the pnnciple of discrimination which is now embodied m 
the Bill which amounts to discrimination according to the country of origin 
I think, Sir, I am justified in saying that, at least, we have done our best 
to make history of our proposals clear, and I pointed out to the Pandit 
that it was extremely difficult to delve back into the past and put before 
this House a full explanation of a complicated senes of discussions when 
all sorts of ideas came up, and at vanous stages certain particular forms 
of proposals held the field, were considered and rejected, then considered 
ogam and so on until our final plan was amved at 

Pandtif/ Madan Mohan Malavlya: I am sorry my Honourable fnend 
fhiHfid have spent so much of his time and not given us any furthei; 
l^dlgh^jubeiit on the subject. What I beg to ask him is this The Gov- 
ernment of India had, after considering the proposals which the millowners 
of had made for a 20 per cent, protective duty, rejected those 

\They had amved at the conclusion that thejr would impose a 
I5 p'eT duty all round and 84 annas per pound minimum on aH plain 
grey^oedsf At the stage when the Government of India amved at uiose 
conclusions they had considered all that the millowners of Bombay had 
urged and had rejected their proposals They had decided that 
amount of protection which the millowners of Bombay had asked lor could 
not be given They had also decided that there was po j^ustification fat 
a 20 per cent all round duty on all cotton p^oee-goods imported Into this 
counted Then I ask, when a message was received from His Majesty's 
Government, how did the receipt of that Message alter the dtnaticHi so 
far as the oonsnmer is ocncerned ^or the Isdust^ in India is Ocmeemed? 
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How did it ^o situation that thiy^c^noMut^ ai fndlia suddeol;^ 

acoeptod the larger portion or at least a porti^Qi the proposal ol 
the Bombay millowners and put forward t^ir jiew prc^iOBais of 20 
cent, duty on all cotton piece-goods of non-Bntish manufaoture I regret, 
Sir, the Honourable Member haa, faded to offer any explanation, and 1 
hope the House will agree with me in saying so '' 

The JEonoiiralde Sir Oemrge Schusur: I would pomt out to thoB^our- 
able Pandit that the result of the Cabinet message was to influence the 
decision of the Government to put forward a particular principle of dis- 
crimination which they think enables them to achieve a double ohieotj 
namely, the object on the one hand of givmg the maximum prot^tion to 
the Indian industry where protection is needed, and, on the cSth'er hand, 
of avoiding an unnecessary burden on the consumer The decision whidj 
was taken by the Government after the Cab met message was that, in the 
light of that message, reinforcing the other considerations which had been 
previously present to their minds, they should come before this House 
and frankly propose this particular prmciple of discrimination. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: it comes to this, that the Government 
of India, merely by reason of the receipt of that message, rejected the 
decision that they had deliberately amveii at, and they became conscious 
of the necessity and justice of giving further protection to the Bombay 
mill industry, that while they hsid defimtely and deliberately decided that 
the Bombay mill industry needed only 15 per cent and 8^ annas per 
pound minimum, the effect of the receipt of the Cabmet message was that 
it set them thinking agam about the mistake of their ways and the evil 
effects of their decision, and roused their conscience to the feeling that the 
Bombay industry needed more help and should be given more help 

The Honourable Sir Oeorge Schuster: I have already pointed out very 
clearly in my speech m answer to the Honourable Pandit the other day, 
that at that stage no final decision has been amved at 

Pandit Madan M<flian Malaviya: I have heard the word * ‘final’* used 
by the Honourable the Finance Member and the Honourable the Commerce 
Member many times What does it mean? The final decision amved at 
by the Government of India, when they put forward proposed^' before this 
House? Does the Honourable Member mean to suggest that the decision, 
which they conveyed to Has Majesty’s Government in their despatch, wa^^ 
not the final decision? What was there m it which made it lack th^ 
element of finality? It was absolutely final till the Government of 
received a message from Hjs Majesty’s Government. I think m$ 
will agree that the decision was final so far as these two prc^XMtaSi 
concerned I wait for an answer I should like to have an anijfVerH^fe 
Honourable Sir George Schuster; The facts which 1 
perfectly correct, that no final decision had been amved at. 
of the budget proposals were still under discussion with the 
Sta^ and on this particular matter no final decision had been arrived at. 

Paiddil Madan Mahan Malaviya: Do I understand my Honourable 
fnend to say . . ^ . 

Mr. Preskleiit: I cannot allow this disouseioh aoroes Benches to go on 
indefinitely. The best course for the Honoinniblt Member, when there is 
a as to what aetual^^^ the contente of a document, is. to pro- 

duce the document about wbion fo mudh has been said 
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Fiadii XadlMI'XolUQ Xatofijni: That wiU be the and the lairest 
thing We as^d for the production of the litter which the Government 
ol India sent to Hia Majesty's Secretary ol State but the Government of 
India have not produced that letter. Therefore the presumption, as every 
JaWyer would say, is that the evidence which is not produced would be 
damaging to the party which does not produce it That in my opinion is 
clear I shall ask one question with your permission Does the Honour- 
able the Finance Member mean to convey to this House that, 86 far as 
tie proposals to impose cotton import duties were concerned, the Govern- 
ment of India had, at the time of submitting their proposals in the first 
instance to His Majesty's Government, any idea of revising these two 
proposals, ilamely, the raising of the general duty from 11 to 15 per cent , 
and the protective duty of annas per pound on plain grey goods? Did 
the Government of India contemplate changing either of these proposals 
before putting them before this House, until they received the message 
from His Majesty’s Government? 

The HonourabU Sir George Schtiater: I understand, Sir, that it was 

your desire that this discussion should not continue 

ICr. President: When there is a dispute as to the actual contents ol a 
document, the proper course is to produce that document and not to 
carry on a discussion across the Benches in this way 

Pandit HadAn Mohan Malaviya: I shall be very thankful if the Honotir* 
able the Finance Member or the Honourable the Commerce Member will 
give us an assurance that they will produce the document I shall be very 
grateful indeed 

Tht Honourabi# Sir Gecnrga Baiiiy: J have already said that I cannot 
add to the correspondence Which I have already placed before this House 

Pandit Madan Mohah Malavi^a^ I am very sorry to take up tl :\<0 time 
of the Assembly with these questions In that case, I take it that the 
Honourable the Finance Member’s last reply meant that so far as these 
two proposals were concerned, namely, the raising of the general duty 
from 11 to 15 per cent , and 3^ annas per pound on plain grey goods, they 
were final so far as the Government of India were concerned, when they 
sent them up to His Majesty’s Government I hope I am right in 
assuming it. 

The Honomble Sir George Rainy: I think, Mr President, I jnmt be 
allowed to reserve what I have to say until my turn to speak Comes. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malavtya: The elected Members have to bear 
% gi^eat deal of pain in this House But the pain that the servants of 
India should refuse to produce befora ^his Assembly a document which 
is essential for a correct understafidii:^ of the question under diacussipn 
and whieh affects the happiness of millions of people in this country is 
unbearable. I submit this is scandaldufl. All that we ask is that the docu- 
ment or oablegram which the Government of India submitted to 
Majesty s Secretary of State on the subject under discussion should be 
laid on the table of this House They have not the oourlge to lay it before 
this House I must therefore ask the House to assume ...... 

Mr, President: Is the Honourable, Menciber going to be I6ai|f? ^ 

Pandit Madan Melum Mslaivlynti^ Bit 

The Assembly then adkmimM t?n 4 -w^ 

:28th March IftAO 
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The Assembly met m the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


MEMBEE SWORN, 

Srijut Tarun Earn Phookun, M.L A. (Assam Valley : Non-Muham- 
madan) 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Appointment of Mr, Harbsr to the Public Works Department, Delhi. 

838 *Mr. Abdul Latif Sahib Farookhi: Will Government be pleased to 
state the reasons for takmg Mr Harrer on deputation from the Indian 
Stores Department as Chief Supenntendent of the Central Office, Public 
Works Department, Delhi? Had he any experience of Public Works De- 
partment work? When is the Delhi Pubho Works Department going to 
revert him to his substantive post m the Indian Stores Department? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Ultra: Mr Harrer wae selected 

for the appointment as he was considered to be suitable for the work to 
be done in it. He had no expenence of Public Works Department work, 
but had expenence in the administrative office of the Indian Stores De- 
partment No decision has yet been taken regarding his reversion to his 
substantive post 

Pay and Allowances op Overseer Postmen. 

889 *Ut. Abdul Latif Sahib Farookhi: (a) Will' Government be 
pleased to state in how many circles in India and in which offices the 
system of delivery of insured articles by a special dehvery staff of ovei> 
seer postmen was mtroduced? 

(6) What duty allowance was paid to them for the special duty prior 
to the last revision in each of the said offices? 

(6) To what rank were these overseers raised when the duty eJlowance 
was ffisallOwed under the said revision? 

(d) Is it a fact that Madras was the second office where the above 
system of special delivery staff of overseers was introduced, and if so, 
it oh the (lines on which it was introduced in the instance? 

(a) If it is so, will Government be pleased to state whether the 
overseers of special delivery staff at Rangoon were promoted to the grade 
of 'Rs. or oor^ued to be ps^ the allowanib in the 

i^svidcm gnhtted subsequent tolhe lntroduotibh d! the 
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(/) Will Government be pleased to state whether the overseer postmen 
of special debvery staiX at the Idadras, General Po^t Office, were similarly 
xais^ to the grade of Bs. 40 — 5 — 00 in view ot the disallowance of the 
duty allowance m the revision sanctioned in 1928? 

(g) Will Government be pleased to state how the delivery of the 
insured articles of the value of above Bs 250 and up to Bs 8,000 was 
effected before the introduction of the new system ? 

(h) If it is a fact that such insured articles were delivered before by 
the selection grade sub-postmasters of the Madras City offices, viz., 
G P 0., Sow Carpet Flower Bazaar, High Court Buildings, Broadway, 
Mannaday are not the Overseers of the special dehvery stafi now doing 
the work done by the sub-postmasters? 

(t) po Government propose to treat the 12 overseers of the Madras 
City m the same way as the overseers of the said special dehvery staff 
at Bangoon? 

Mr. H. A. Sams : The information required by the Honourable Mem- 
ber IB being collected and will be furmshed to him m due course 

Petition to the VioBrot from Peasants and Merchants of Pisaoan, 

Ajmer. 

840* ^Miulvi Muhammad Yakub: (a) Is it a fact that a petition 
signed by more than 400 peasants and merchants of the Pisagan Istimaran 
area m the distnct of Ajmer has been presented to H E the Viceroy 
at Ajmer complaining against the enhancement of land-revenue, taxing 
of cattle and merchandise and ill-treatment by the Baja Sahib of Pisagan 
and Mr. P B. Joshi, Assistant Supenntendent of Education in Ajmer- 
Merwara? 

(b) Is It also a fact that the gnevsnoes stated in the above petition 
are of a fairly long standing? 

(c) Is it a fact that the peasants and merchants of Pisagan made 
scores of applications to the distnct authorities on the subject and that 
for some reasons or others many of these apphcations were simply filed 
without any action being taken on them? 

(d) If fio, are Government prepared to consider the advisability of 
appointmg some special officer to inquire into the natuie and causes of 
those grievances of the peasants and merchants and redress them amicably 
and effectively? 

(a) Are Government aware thdt a threat has been held out by the Baja 
Sahib of Pisagan and Mr. P B. Jos^ Assistant Superintendent of Educa- 
tion to the effect that, for the impertinence ol makbag the said petition to 
H E the Viceroy, a ^core of leading, men frcan amcmgst the signatories 
if that petition will be extemed fimxn their hearths and homesv and 
their lands and their properti^ will be confiscated? If so* how far dpes 
this threat bear any truth in it and have the district authorities of Aj'mer 
my such proposals or idea put fbrth before them? 

(f) Wifl Government be pleased toi ifiaoe the said peMtimi of the 
peasants and merohanUi Of to^B. lE. the VicerOr Ob tidd# nd 
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Sir Vnak Koyct: With tout permission, Sir, I shall deal ^th ques- 
tions Nos 840 to 842 together The information is being obtained and 
will be supplied to the Honourable Member on receipt. 

ICauM ynhumnad Yakub: Are Government aware that ttie TreMury 
3ench^8 have made it a practice that, m order to evade giving answers 
to questions of Honourable Members, they say that the information ia 
being collected and will be supplied to the Honourable Member in due 
oourse ? 

yr. Praaidant: Order, order The Honourable Member is not entitled 
to attribute motives 

Eithanoembnt of Land Rbveihtb in Pisaoan. 

1841 *Maulvi Hohammad Yakub: (a) Is it a fact that, under the 
Ajmer Land Revenue Regulations and the Standing Orders of the Govern- 
ment, the Raja Sahib of Pisagan is not empowered to enhance the revenue 
beyond the limits specified by the Regulations, viz , Rs 4 per bigha for 
ckaht and annas four per bigha torbaram without the sanction of the Local 
Government, and that the Raja Sahib of Pisagan is charging in some cases 
Rs 10 per bigha for chahi and Re I per bigha for barant lands without 
having obtained the requisite sanction from the Local Government? 

(6) Are Government aware that, in a Robkar issued by Colonel Dixon, 
and published m the Ajmer Regulations, M to P, the Governor General in 
Council has sanctioned the abolition of certain cesses in Ajmer-Merwara, 
and that the Goven^or General in Council has not withdrawn or cancelled 
that sanction which is still m force? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Raja Sahib of Pisagan is compelling the 
xaijats (ryots) to pay him the cesses prohibited by the above Robkar and 
the pattas granted by him include the conditions as to payment of the 
said prohibited cesses? 

(d) Will Government please state what cesses the Raja Sahib of 
Pisagan is recovering from his ryots? 

Enhancement of Land Reventte in Pisaoan. 

t842. Muh«nmad Yakub: (a) Will Government please state 

if the Baja Sahib, Pisagan, compels his ryots to pay a land revenue even 
ever and above what is stipulated m the patta granted by him and that 
Gangaram, son of Hukma, holding patta No 281 for Samvats 1901 to 
1985 and Madho, son of Rama, holding patta No 428 for Samvats 19^ 
-to 1986 are instances of persons from whom the Baja Sahib has recovered 
revenue m excess of the terms of their pattas? 

(b) Are Goveram^i aware that criminal proceedings were also 
instituted on behalf qf the Baja Sahib agamst the ryots to enforce land- 
revenue and this attempt of the Ba^ Sahib was only checked by the 
order of the Additional Distnet Magistrate, <^ted the 5tji September, 
1929, in proCMsediiiga under sqctiijin C. "P C. and the brder 

of the Judi<^al Oommissioner, dated the 28rd January, 1980 hi csjminal 
revidoii m. ^ df 1W9? ^ ^ 

- -I - ■ - - " - " - ' - ' ‘ ■ . . - , . 

tFor answer Ve tiii« qnektiCn, ane^errio qneeiioir Kg' SfOw ^ 

A 2 
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IXfTBmVXNTIOK 07 Mr. P B. JoSHI, ASBiSTAKT SUPJOOirTlHimrr 07 
Education, Aj4inb^Mxbwa&a, m the Land Kxvenue l>iS7nTES 
07 THE Raja Sahib of Pisaoan 

843. ^MEUlvi MnhEmmxl YiUnib: (a) Is it a that tha c>{ the 
Raja Sahib of Pisagan has been a ward of T. B Joehi, Assistant 
Supei-intendent of Education, who acted both as the boy’s guardian and 
private tutor? If so, is this conduct of Mr. P B, Joshi against the rules 
of Education Department? 

(6) Is it a fact that Mr P B, Joshi, A S E , in Ajmer-Merwara fre- 
quently visits Pisagan and stays with the said Baja Sahib of Pisagan? 

(c) Will Government please state for how many visits to Pisagan, 
or tours includmg visits to Pisagan m the official capacity, has Mr Joshi 
charged travelling allowances from the Government during the last three 
years, t.e., 1927, 1928 and 1929? 

(d) Will Government please state how many inspection notes does the 
inspection note-book of the Pisagan primary and middle (secondary) schoola 
contain in the hand-wnting of Mr P B Joshi during the last three years, 
f.tf., 1927, 1928 and 1929? 

(a) Are Government aware of the complaint of the peasants and mer- 
chants of Pisagan about Mr P B Joehi’s interference on behalf of the 
Raja Sahib m the land-revenue disputes and harassing and ill-treating 
them, and do Government propose to take steps m order to prevent 
this officer of the Education Department from mterfewng with such 
Blatters? 

Sir Prank Noyce : The information asked for is being collected and will 
be supplied to the Honourable Member in due course 

Maulvl Hnhammad Yakub: Will the Honourable Member place the 
information on the table of the House so that it may come on the recorda 
of the Assembly Debates? 

Sir Prank Noyce: I hardly think, Sir, that the mformation m regard 
to such a personal matter is of sufficient importance to lay on the table- 
of the House 

Maulvl Muhanunad Yakub: Are Government aware that the object 
of the Honourable Members of putting questions on the floor of the House 
IS frustrated if the answers do not appear on the records of the Assembly ? 
What action, if any, do Government propose to take in this matter? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: It does not neoessanly 
follow that the Honourable Member’s right is in any way mterfered with. 
The Honourable Member has asked for certam information and that in- 
formation will be supplied to him. According to the practice that has- 
been established, a copy of the answer will also be placed in the Dibrary 
of the House, so that any other Member who is int^sted in the matter 
will have access to the information To the best of my knowledge 
very practice is not unusual in the House of Commons 

MiuM IfnhM um a d tikub: Are Gavemment aware that the informa- 
tion that is sought fof: by the Meiiibers on the floor of the Bbose is not 
for their personal use, but the questions relate to qmBt^ons of public im*^ 
portance and the public in^general is interested in th^ answers- which tbe- 
Qovemment Members give on the floor of the House? 



QuftisftoKs Aim AimwsaB. WTft 

Tba HonourablB Sir Bhapandra Hath Xitrs: ThtiW Bli'r of 

opinion. , , , 

liaiilvt Mnhainmad Yakub: Does it follow, then, that Goyemment 
do not take any heed of the opinion of the Honourable Members m this 
House ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Hitra: As the Honourable the 
President said on a previous occasion, if there is any general fe^ng in 
the House on the subject, the House has other meana of giving expression 
to that feeling 

Maulvl Muhammad Yakub: Are Government prepared to follow the 
dictum of the Honourable the President on all occasions and in respect to 
all questions? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mltra: Sir, I prefer not to 
answer that question 

Receuitment from the Provinces for Services under the Central 

Government 

844. ’^Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) With reference to the reply given to 
starred question No 556 on the 12th March, 1930, have Government 
taken into consideration the claims of all Provinces for recruitment for 
services under the Central Government, under the terms of the Resolu- 
tion passed by the Assembly on the 10th March, 1028, m which it is 
stated that “claims of all communities, and Provinces” are to be con- 
sidered ? 

(b) If so, will Government kindly state the number of Biharees and 
Onyas employed in the different Departments of the Government of 
India m 1924, and now? 

Mr. 0. W. Owynne: (a) and (b) Recruitment to the all-India Services 
and to the Departments of the Government of India is now made by 
means of competitive examinations held by the Public Service Commission, 
which are open to candidates from all provmces No special measures 
have been taken to secure provincial representation (except as regards 
Burma) in the all-India Services, or in the services under the Central 
Government. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is it not a fact that, m answer to question 
No 666 on the 12th March, the Honourable the Home Member replied that 
effect had been given to the Resolution which "v^s quoted m that connec- 
tion? May I know in what way effect has been given to the Rdolution, 
so far fiua the representation of provinces on the public services under the 
Gbvemmont is concerned? 

Mr. Oi W. Gwynne: I do not think that the Government of India have 
even accepted the principle that provinces should receive special and pro- 
portionate representation. They have agreed .to the principle the 
various oommumties should have due represexftlddo'h 

Me, Q[aya Prasad Stn^: May I it, then,, that the Hdnouzbble 
Memb^ Repudiates thb answer that fa meri y giVen by the^ Home 
Member on the 12Gi March? ^ t . 
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Mr. 0. W. awyoii#; No* ^ 

Mr. B. Dm: May I suggest to the Honourable Member that, in the 
case of a proymce like Bihc^ and Onssa, whioH is not reprelftnted ax the 
Secretariat of the Government of India, the Government of India may 
ask the Provincial Government to recruit a certain number of men oa 
their behalf, or they may ask the Lpcal Government to hold examinations 
on their behalf in Patna? 

Mr. O. W. Gwynne: The Honourable Member is I think making a 
suggestion. In any case I must ask for notice of that question. 

Examination foe thjb Govebnmbnt of India Secebtabiat and Attached 

Offices. 

846. ♦Mr. Abdul Latif Sahib rarookhi (on behalf of Maulvi Sayyid 
Murtuza Saheb Bahadur) (a) Will Government please state the nature of 
the examination held in November last for the staff of the Government of 
India Secretariat and its Attached Offices? 

(b) What IB the total number of successful candidates in the let and 2nd 
Divisions, separately? 

(c) What are their academical qualifications or other educational attam- 
menie? 

(d) How many of the candidates failed and what are their academical 
qualmoations ? 

(e) How many of the successful candidates are Mushms? 

Mr. 0. W. Gwynne: (a) The examination was a qualifying one for 
depeurtmental candidates. 

(6) 17 and 29 

(o) and (d) The total number of candidates who appeared is 461. I 
am not in possession of information as to the educational qualifications 
of the candidates who sat for the examination 

(.) 14. 

I 

Appointment of Muslims to the Office of the Impeeial Council of 
Aoricxtltural Bessabch. 

846 ♦Mr. Abdul LaUf Sahib Farookhi (on behalf of Maulvi Sayyid 
Murtuza Saheb Bahadur) * (a) Will Government please state, the total 
strength of the superior establishment of the office of the Imperial Coimcil 
of Agnoultural Besearoh ? 

(b) How many of these are Muslims? 

(c) Have Government considered the desirability of taking a largef 
number of Muslims when the question of further recruitment of the staff 
for th« office ol ikb said Council comes up, in order .tp IhoMaeo the re* 
presentation d Mnsdims? 

Sir Frank Kcyet: (a) 18. 

(o) The figures., I have menfm^t thaj Sjce already'^®* 

quately represented on the staff ol the Oounoil. < $ r , . 
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or Uvsismb m Comamm axd FciAifOB Dbpabtiuw^. 

847. JMtal Lallf Sabib raiookbi (on behalf of Mauivi Sayyid 
Murtuza Saheb Bahadur) (a) Will Government please state the total 
z^umhtf of (1) Supenntendents, (2) Assistants i I8) second di^isim 
and (4) third division clerks on the permanent establishment of the Com- 
merce and the Fmance Departments of the Government of India 6tecre* 
tsHat? 

(bj Blow mahy of them are Muslims m each of the above grades? 

The Honourable Sir George Ealny: (a) and (b) A statement is laid on 
the table. 


SMemerU ahomng the number of Mtuhme tn the permanent eetahhahmente of the Commere^ 
and the Finance Deparimenti 


— 

Commerce Department. 

Finance Department. 

' 

Total No 

No. of 
Moelims 

ToUlNo. 

(1) Superintendants 

3 

.. 

6 1 

(2) Assistante 

1 

2 

33 6 

(8) Second DinBion clerks 

22 

4 

35 4 

(4) Third Division clerks 

4 

2 

6 4 


PaopoBrnoBT of Muslims beoruitbd foe (Jovbrnmkmt Offices. 


848 *Mr. Abdul Latlf Sahib Farookhi (on behalf of Maulvi Sayyid 
Murtuza Saheb Bahadur): What steps, if any, have Govemment taken 
to secure larger proportion of Muslims smoe il^e orders to remove com- 
munal inequalities were promulgated in 1926? 

ICr. 0. W. Gwynne : Annual returns have been prescribed which enable 
the progress made to be watched and instructions to be issued m oases 
where they appear to be called for 

Appohitment of Muslims om the Militaby Test Audit DEPABTMEiTT. 

849. Abdul LatU Sahib Farookhi (on behalf of Maulvi 6ay^ 
Murtuza Saheb Bahadur) (a) Will Government please state the nuipber 
of appointments^ of Assistant Accounts Officers, Subordinate Accounts 
Service Accountants and clerks in the Military Test Audit t)^artment 
and number of Muslims employed in each grade?' ^ 

(b) Ja Ha fact that not a single Muslim is employed }n l^adquarter 
c^ce of the Director of Army Audit? r 

(o) Will Governp[^t please state whether 9^ wgs aver 

(if (d Amy Au^ to secure the serviqeB of palmed B. A* S. 

pMhw MifsbmA Item Military Acepunte Depajitment? 

Will ffeawiment^pieaip state whether it ie a feet that ^ Military 
Teat Department waa formed after tba iaaue of the Homo Department 
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Memo, of July, 1925, regaarding the rejttvgentatum of minofitied in the 
•ervuses? la it a faot that theee iQatru(>ti<mt have be^ ^gncisipd hi this 
Department ? 

tte Hononrtble Sir George Bchueter: (a) (i) Assistant Audit Officers, 
four, /of whom one is a Muslim 

(u) Accountants in the Subordinate Accounts Service, 80; no Muslim, 
No Muslim has qualified as yet for promotion to the Subordmate 
Accounts Service 

(ill) Clerks, 81, of whom 6 are Muslims Two other posts were offered 
to two Muslim candidates The offers were refused. 

(iv) Typists, 6, no Muslim An offer made to a Muslim candidate was 
refused 
(by Yes. 

(<j) The recognised practice is not to recruit accountants and auditors 
for this Department from the Military Accounts Department, and this 
practice is one which it is desirable to contmue 

In 1926 when qualified clerks were not available m the Department for 
promotion to fill a vacancy in the EHibordinate Accounts Service, the 
Military Accountant General was requested to recommend a clerk of the 
Military Accounts Department, who had passed the Subordinate Accoimts 
Service Examination (Military), obtaimng 60 per cent of the total markf 
in the aggregate, for the post of an Accountant in this DepaHment 
A Sikh was recommended and employed. 

(d) The Military Test Audit Department came mto existence on the lsi 
March, 1925, before the issue of the Home Department Memorandum 
No F /176/25-E8t8 , dated the 5th February, 1926, or before any othei 
instructions issued regaudmg the representation of minorities in Govemmeni 
service In filling up vacancies, the instructions have in the recent pasi 
not been ignored 

Hr. Anwar-nl-AxIm: Will the Honourable Member kmdly tell us hov 
promotions to the Subordinate Accounts Service are given effect to? 

Tha Honourable Sir George Sohnater: I am afraid I am not qiute cleai 
about the purport of the question 

Mr. Anwar-ul-Aiim: The purport is this The Honourable Membe 
just now said that promotions to the Subordinate Accounts Service ar 
made on a certam basis. What is that basis? 

The HonouraMe ffir George Sdrailer: I am afraid I cannot give th( 
Honourable Member any further details now. But if he will tell m< 
exactly what he wants, I would like to take an opportunity to inquire iiit< 
the question and give him detailed infonnation 

tfo. A. Suhiawardy: Hie Honourable Member has just now said tha 
several appointments were offered ,to Muslim candidates but were refused 
Will the Bfonourable Member please state the reasons of such refusal i 
he is aware of them 

Tha Atottomhla Sir Gaorga SdraiUr: I have noi had time ^^rsonaH: 
to inquire into this question at the present moment. But I haye 
stated m this House that I propose to take up this questibn, as soon ai 
the Session is over, and I agree With the Honourable Member, ha 
Just put the supplementary" ^ifastioo, that when we are told that a poi^ 
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was offered and refused, I f)er8onaUy want to Itnow exactly what tapp^ed 
and why it was. I want to go into all these oases and eonduot a detailed 
examination^ 

Appointment op Muslims in the Military Accounts DEPABTMENTf 

850 *lCr. Abdul lAtlf Sahib 7arD0khi (on behalf of Maulvi Sayyid 

ISdurtuza Saheb Bahadur). Will Government please state the number 
of appomtmente of S A S (gazetted) Accountants and cIctIcs ' in tlm 
Military Accounts Department? What number of these appointments is 
held by Hindus, Europeans, Anglo-Indians and Musluns, respectively, in 
each graded 

(h) Will Government please state whether they have considered or pro- 
'pose to consider the desirability of changing the present system of promotion 
with a view to secure effective representation of minorities in the higher 
gra^s of the services m the Mihtary Accounts Department? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) A statement is plaoed on the 
table 

(h) The promotions to the subordinate Gazetted and Subordinate 
Accounts Services, to which, I presume, the Honourable Member refers, 
are regulated by considerations of semonty and ment. With a view both 
to efficiency m the service and justice to individuals these must continue 
to be the mam considerations 


Statement shounng the authorised number of apporntments of Deputy Assistant ConiroUsrSt 
Accountants and clerks in the Military Accounts Department and the number held by 
members of d^jfereM communities on 31st December, 1929 



i 

i 

Number 

Number of appointments 
held by 

members of the various communities. 


Grade. 

sane- 

tioned. 

Hmdus. 

Muslims 

Europeans 

and 

Anglo- 

Indians 

(o). 

Other 

communi- 

ties. 

RMnarks. 

Deputy Assist- 
ant ControUefs 
(Qasetted). 

90 

54 

3 

i 

20 

13 

(o) InSonnation 
m re^ieot of 
Buropeans and 
Angl^IndiatiS 
has not been 
furnlsheaiepa- 
lately, as it is 
not available. 

Aoooantants . 

467 

383 

23’ 

32 

‘ 29 


Clerks 

3,7)6 

(ft) 

3,019 

316 

j 

32 

r* » m 

ik) 16 perma 
neot appoint- 
'^iSents,: were 

Deoftaba^ 

: ‘ -O’" 
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BEQUIS^TIOK OW VILLAGKB3 TO QVA3U> TEX RAILWAY hOSTSf 

851. *P*lidit nafcnf Dm Bhargm: (a) la it a fact that the Manager 
of Tyajabhumi sent a telegram to the Secretary to His ExcoUellcy the 
Viceroy representing that peasants from villages were forced to guard 
the railway line for 12 hours in begar while His Excellency's special tram 
passed that way m August last? 

(b) Was a letter sent by one Mr Vaijnath Mahodya, Manager of 
TrajaDhumi, to the Commissioner, Rajputana and Merwara on the 6th 
August 1929 complaining of begar being taken on the night of the 4th 
August 1929 from the inhabitants of Hatundi (A]mer) for guarding the 
railway Ime for 12 hours? 

(o) Were c<^ies of the statements of the peasants together with a 
copy of the telegram referred to above also sent along with the letter? 

(d) Was any reply given by the Commissioner to that letter, and if so, 
what 7 

(e) Were any mquines made in this connection? If so, with what 
result ? 

Hr, S. B. Howell: (a) Government have no information. 

(b) and (c) A letter was received from one Narsidar, who described 
himself as Manager of Tyajabhumi. No copies of any statements were en* 
closed, but a copy of a telegram was sent. 

(d) and (s) No reply was given by the Commiseioner. The matter wae 
under the consideration of the Government of India about that tune and 
they issued orders in October last, durectmg that reasonable payment 
should be made for all labour employed to guard railways during Viceregal 
tours Effect has since been given to these orders 

Delay or a Passenger Train at RbwaRi. 

852. *Pandit Thakor Dm BhargaTa: (a) Is it a fact that on tho 
occasion of the recent tour of His Excellency the Viceroy from Delhi ta 
Ajmer the passenger tram startmg from Delhi at about 6 pm and reach- 
ing Bewari at about 8 p.M. was held up for about 8 hours m the yard 
at Bewan? 

(h) Were the windows of the carriages on both sides closed, and the 
passengers within the compartments not allowed to leave who had to 
go without food and dnnk? 

Hr. A« A. L. Parsons: Government have received no information 
to this effect, but a copy of the question is being sent to the Agent of 
the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway, and I will commumoate 
with the Honourable Member later« 

PaYmenY to Villagers for OHABDnro the Railway Line. 

853. **91811411 Tkadm Dm Bhiifm: (a) Is it a fact that eight annas 
per head was paid to men who w^ made to stand and ffuard the hne* 
from Delhi to Ajmer on Uie occasion of the recent tour of Sis ExcellenoY 
the Vioerov? 
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{b) What amount of money waa spent m oonneotjon with this tour 
and how much out of the same was paid to persons who guarded the line? 
(c) Under what head has the amount so paid been charged? 

Mr. 0. W. Qwynne; (a) Instructions were issued last October tha|» all 
labour employed in connection with Viceregal tours shoiuld be paid at 
reasonable rates I am not aware at what rates the men referred to (if 
employed) were paid but am making inquiries and will co m municate the 
result to the Honourable Member in due course 

(6) and (c) The expenditure on account of persons employed to guard 
the line would not be met out of the Tour Expenditure of His Excellenoy 
but from heads controlled by the Chief Commissioners of Delhi and Ajmer- 
Merwara and in provmces from provmcial budget heads I am asoertain* 
ing the exact heads to which the cost has been debited in Delhi and AJrner* 
Merwara. 

Non- Muslim Clerks appointed in the North West Frontier Province. 

854 ♦Ifr. Anwar-ul-Aiim : 1 With reference to the reply given by 
Govemm^t to questions Nos 463 suid 454 asked by Mr. Muh a mmad 
Ismail Khan on the 12th September, 1929, will Government be pleased to 
state if ' 


(a) the following statement shows correctly the number of clericcd 
appointments which the non-Muslims and non-residents have 
monopolized m the North West Frontier Province : 


Name of Office or District 

Total strength 
of 

establishment. 

Number 

of 

Muslims^ 

Chief CTommiwioner’s Office . . . . • 

48 

£0 

Judicial Commissioner’s Office 

16 

7 

ftevenue Commissioner’s Office 

37 

13 

tmgatioii Secretary’s Office . . 

162 i 

87 

Pfsbawar Mtmioipal Office 

12 

2 

Forest Department 

28 1 

6 

Htaara District 

59 

20 

BaoAU Distriot •• .. •• 

70 

15 


(5) higher paid olencal ^pomtments m the clerical serrioe in that 
^ Provmee numbering 84 have almost all been monopolized by 
. the non-Muslims non-residents; and 
(c) masses of unemployed educated Muslims of Peshawar sub- 
mitted a representation to the Hohburable the Chief Com- 
. miawoner, Npjrth West Frontier Prpvhioe^ through the Munlim 

r datipn, Peshawar, on the ;i#th August, req^ae^dng 

diso^fouance of recruitment of non-Mushma non- 
residents in clerical establishmento in the PiDvinee? 
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2. If answers to the above questions be in the aflarmative, will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state what action was taken by the Local Adminisiaration 
in the matter? 

Xr. X. B. Bowell: l (a) and (5). The statements are being venhed 
and the result will be communicated to the Honourable Member in due 
course. 

(c) Certam Musluns presented a petition on the subject through the 
Muslim Association, Peshawar, on the 18th August, 1925 

2 The object of the Local Admimstration has been to adjust the pro- 
portion of clenoal appointments between the communities with due regard 
to the claims of the majority community, educational qualihoations, and 
efficiency. 

Mr. Anwar-ul-Axim : Will (the Honourable Member kindly tell us, 
for the purpose of recruitment, which are the majority and which are the 
minority communities in the North-West Frontier Province? 

Mr. X. B. HoweU: I am not quite clear as to what the Honourable 
Member means. 

Mr. Anwar-ul-Aiim : Will the Honourable Member kindly tell us what 
the idea of Government is as regards the majonty and mmonty communi- 
ties, so far as reonutment to this Department is concerned in the North 
West Frontier Province? 

Mr. X. B« HoweU: If the Honourable Member means, which is the 
majority commumty on the basis of population, it is a matter of common 
knowledge that Mussalmans are in a very large majonty in the North 
West Frontier Province 

Appointment of Non-Muslims in the North West Fbontibb Province. 

855 *Mr. Anwar-ul-Axim : l Are Government aware that com- 

munal representation m Government service had been fixed by the following 
Local Governments • 

(a) the Government of Bombay Presidency, vide their Standing 

Order No P -84, dated the 19th February, 1925, requiring the 
recruitment of Ck) per cent. Muslims in Sind, etc ; 

(b) the Punjab Government, vide their Standmg Ordersi requiring 

recruitment of no less than 80 per cent Muslims in the 
mmistenal appointments in the Punjab and not more than 70 
per cent, by any one clas^ in that Province; and 

(o) the Madras Government, vide the Jtevenue Board Standmg 
Order No 128 (2), G. O No. 618, dated the 16th September, 
1921, G. 0. No. 668, dated the 15th August, 1922 and No 568, 
dated the 2lBt July, 1928, fixing distribution of appointments 
among several oastM? 

2 If the answers to part 1 be in the affirmative, will Oovemment be 
leased to state what specid! reasons necessitated departure so far adopted 
m the North West FTwatier Provin^^ from the policy folkwed by other 
Lodsl Governments? 
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. Will OpvemofieBi be pleased to state il the recruitm^t o| l£us)uns 
8 being made at present m all civil offices in that Province on any auth^is- 
bd prmoiple or is it left to the discretion of the heads of Departments? 

4. (o) Will Government be pleased to state if it is a fact that the Honour- 
able the Chief Commissioner, North West Frontier Provmoc fixed a few' 
pears ago, 83 per cent recruitment of non-MuslimB in the Police Depart- 
ment of the Province ? 

(5) If so, will Government be pleased to state the special reasons which 
necessitated the fixation of this percentage and the prmoiple on which it 
was based? 

Mr. X. B. Howell: 1 The Major Local Governments have power to 
regulate such matters m regard to services under their control and some of 
them have issued instructions on the subject No precise information Is 
however readily available as to the nature of those instructions or the 
local considerations on which they are based 

^ There has hitherto been no jointly concerted policy for the whole of 
India from which the North-West Frontier Province could be said to have 
departed. 

8 No precise proportion has been fixed, but every consideration is paid 
to the claims of educated Muhammadans 

4 (a) No, Sir, 

(b) Does not arise. 


Composition of the Mxjnicipax Committee of Peshawar City. 

856 *Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether the following elected and nominated seats have lately been allotted 
to the Members of the Municipal Committee of Peshawar City on a popula- 
tion basis’ ^ ^ 


SUcted 


(i) Maalims 

(ii) Hnidtui 

.. 

5 

2 

Total OompoHtioiK 

(ill) Sikbt 

(o) MoBlims 

(t) Hindna 

Nominaied^ 

• # 9 i 

.. 1 

, .. 3 

2 

Muclixzui 

Hindos 

Sikha 

.. 8 

4 

8 

(c) Sikha 

• • • 

.. ^ 

Total 

.. Id 


Total 


l« J 


' (6> If 'aiiBwtr to part (a) be m the affirmative, will Government be 
pteeeed to atato' cm Srbat oonaideratioii the above teate have been iitIgifvtiT 
in both oasee? 
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8if Vntnk Vpyea: (a) and (ft) The pieeeat composition of the Mmidoi* 
pal Committee of Peshawar is as follows: 


SUeUd. 

(а) Muslimi 

(б) Hindus 
(o) Sikbs 

Nomtnaied, 

(a) Muslims 

(b) Hindus 
( 0 ) Sikhs 

Total 


5 ^ 

2 

.. 1 

.. 4 

3 

1 

.. 


Total Campo^on 
Muslims . , 9 

Hindus r. G 

Sikhs . . 2 

Total •• 16 


In assigning seats to the different communities, account has been taken 
not only of population but also of voting strength and taxable capacity. 


Preponderance of one Community in certain Services 

867 *Mr. Anwar-ul-Axim : Will Government be pleased to state 
how they reconcile the difference in the policies adopted by 

(a) the Local Governments in India, 

(ft) the Railway Administration in India, 

(c) the Posts and Telegraph Departments in India, and 

(d) the subordinate Military Departments m India, 

and definitely state whether any, and if so, what, practical steps have been 
ordered by Government of India to be taken by the DepaHments con- 
cerned to prevent the existing enormous preponderance of members of one 
class or community in Government service specially m the provmces m 
w’hich a community is a majority one, and has not so far been successful to 
secure its due share m provincial, civil, military, postal, sind other ser- 
vices, as 18 the case at present in the North West Frontier Province? 

Mr, 0. W. Owytme: (a) The major Local Governments have power to 
regulate such matters in regard to services under their control, and some 
of them have issued instructions on the subject But I have no precise 
and recent information m to the nature of such instructions or the con- 
siderations on which they are based. 

(ft), (c) and (d). The Honourable Member no doubt has m mind ser- 
vices under the Government of India and locally recruited. I am not 
aware that the assumption of fact contained in his question is conrect. 
But I may inform him in regard to' these serriceh that the opemtieA of 
the g^eral orders ior the preve&Mon of prsfpoliidemnoe ^ any cue 
class or community is under examination. 



^ QUBmoKs AND AirihrBfts. 

.Ajpponmtinvt of MosiiDcs nr thb Offiob of thb Dibbctob Obkbbal of 
Posts ahb Tblbobafhs. 

656. *Hx, Anvar-nl-Asiiii : (a) Will Gover^iment be^ pleased to state: 

(i) the present number of Assistant Directors (General (acting and 

permanent hands to be shown separately) working m the (Office 
of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs in India; and 

(ii) the number of Hindus and Muslims holding the twenty gelation 

grade appointments ranging in pays from Ks 800 to 760 in the 
same office? 

(5) In case the Muslims are under-represented in the service or are 
•conspicuous by their total absence, will Government be pleased to state what 
measures they propose to adopt to increase the representation of the 
Muslim community? 

The Honouxabla Sir Bhnpandra Nath Ultra: (a) (i). Of the seven 
-appointments of Assistant Directors General, three are at present held by 
permanent officers and four by officiating officers. 

(ii) The number of selection grade appointments in the office of the 
Director General, Posts and Telegraphs, with pay rangmg between Ks. 806 
and Ks 750 is 18 One of these appointments is vacant at present 16 
of these are held by Hindus and none by Muslims 

(d) The appomtments of Assistant Director General are made by selec- 
tion The permanent appomtments being made on the recommendation 
of the Public Service Commission Last year an aotmg appointment was 
given to a Mussalman Superintendent of Post Office who had obtained the 
requisite seniority, but he was found by the Director General to be wholly 
unsuited for the work As regards the other appointments, they are failed 
by promotion of qualified officials in the lower ranks irrespective of the 
communities to which they may belong As has been frequently stated, 
promotion from a lower to a higher grade m the Department or in any 
other branch of public service is determined by seniority and efficiency. 
The due representation of minority communities is secured by the reserya- 
■fcion of vacancies occurring m such posts as are filled by direct recruitment. 

Nawftb Sir Sahibsad* Abdul Qaiyum: '^en appomtments are made, are 
the recommendations of the Public Service Commission fully followed or 
has the officer m charge of making appointments the nght to exercise his 
discretion m selecting men from among those recommended by the Public 
Service Commission? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Ultra : If my Honourable friend is 
referring to promotions made on the recommendation of the Public Service 
Commission, then I mav tell him that the recommendation of the Com- 
mifision Is strictly followed, and the head of the Department has no option 
in any way to modify or depart from the recommendation of the Commis- 
sion In regard to recruitment for posts wMch are IfHed 
hv direct recruitment on the advice of the Public Service 
Coinmission, the head of the Depsrtmenb;^' in the . case of 
Pre^ationarv Superintendents of Post Offices, has certain discretion But, 
in exercising t^at dtsbretion, he has to follow the standard orders of ttie 
Government of India which' lay down that coe^tfcM ol the vacandat mtiit 
he reserved for the adjustment of communal inequalities To be more 
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li m any yaar there are (aay) anc viM^anmee, then the Dupeetor (iene-- 
ral i*» bound to take, m two of th© ve(s»nei©9, t^o members of the minority 
communities from the list sent up by the Public Service Commission 

Hawab Blr SaUbXada AbdiU Qalynxn'i In the case of prbtrfotioiis from the 
lower grades to the higher grades, le a list of suitable candidates prepared 
by the Department and sent to the Public Service Commission to give their 
opinion about the fitness of the^e candidates, or do applications for promo- 
tion go direct to the Public Service Commission from these officials seeking 
promotion? That is to say, do all applications from aspirants to promotion 
go direct to the Public Service Commission, or does the Department send on 
all or only a few of the applications to the Public Service Commission from 
lunior men aspiring to the higher grades, for the verification of their fitnesa 
for promotion? 

Tha ttonotirable Sir Bhupandra Kath Mitra: What happens is this, and* 
I think I can explain the practice in regard to the Indian Posts and Tele- 
graphs Department more precisely The Director General sends fip to the 
Public Service Commission the names of a certain number of officials who- 
have attained the requisite seniority, and with these names he sends up 
a confidential record of each one of these officers The Public Service Com- 
mission then selects officers for promotion and puts them in a certain order 
of precedence 

Kawab Sir Sahibaada AbdtU Qaiyum: What is the test which is appbed 
bv the Public Service Commission for giving preference to one candidate 
Over the other or for putting them all m order of ment? Do the Public 
Service Commission form their opinion on the record or official reports sub- 
mitted to them by the Department, with the remarks, good or bad, noted 
agnmst each name, or have they got some other means or criterion to ]U^ge 
the ments or dements of these candidates? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Kath Hitra: It is not possible for me to 
explain to my Honourable friend precisely how the Public Service Commis- 
sion form their conclusions in the matter But I should think that they 
pay due consideration to the confidential records of these officials in regard 
to the manner in which they have discharged their duties in the past 

Kawab Sir Sahibiada Abdul Qal3ru2n : I shall try to put my question a 
little more clearly this time My meaning is this There are people serving 
in the Department, whpse work reported upon by their seniors confiden- 
tinllv, and there is the fact that, m this service the number of minority 
communities is not up to the mark If a list is sent from the Department 
to til e Public Service Commission for a report, it may not contain very 
many names of the mmonty community people serving in that Department; 
and the second thing is that, if it rests with the Department to send selected 
names according to their will and wish to the Public Service Commisssion, 
there is the possibility that the Department may not send up the names oi 
any suitable candidates belonging to the mmonty community. Moreover 
it looks useless to send names to the Public Service Commission, of candi- 
whose fitness or otherwise is better known to the Department than to- 
the Commission. 

The Btaourable Sir Blmpeiidla Helh Xitnt: l shall be equally frank 
with my Pfonourable friend, Sir Abdul QiuVum, and my remarks have a 
special beafW on the Indian Postal and'lwegraph Dep^urtment. In the^ 
place I t Wrik he laid idiet among seiuo# offiO^; I.e., tiidke holding posts: 
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of (or corresponding to) Superintendents of Post Offices, frcan among wbotA 
promotion takes place, there is a lack of adequate representation of minority 
communities. If by minonty communities he means tniJftority communities 
us a whole, he is under a misapprehension, and I would ask him to study the 
published hst of officers of the Indian Postal and Telegraph Department. 
He will find there that, as a matter of fact, it is the minority communities, 
speaking as a whole, which are m preponderance In the next place, the 
names of all the semor officers are sent up to the Public Service Commis- 
sion, and with the name of each officer is sent up his past record Therefore 
it IS not correct to say that the names of particular officers may not be sent 
up to the Public Service Commission 

Kawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qalyum : What is the object m sending 
n<»mes to the Public Service Commission What other facilities have they 
got to judge the ments or demerits of these candidates'^ 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: I was coming to that. 
I'lion the Public Service Commission is supplied uith the confidential record 
of each of these officers, and this confidential record represents the views 
expiessed on the officer’s work, not b\ members of an\ particular commu* 
nit\ , but mosth bv Englishmen, who have, up till recently, held the highest 
posts in the Department, like Directors General or Post Masters General 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum: Then why cannot they be trusted 

vuth the selection of their candidates when they are m a better position to 
judge of the ments and dements of their subordinates 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: I did not catch the point of 
inv Honourable friend’s interjection I was simplv explaining to bun the 
practice which is followed Perhaps it might be possible to hold examina- 
tions, m which case the position might be much worse 

Offences coMBrirrED tn the Peshawar District Jail 

859 *Mr, Anwar-ul-Azim : (a) Will Government please place on 
the table a statement showing the cases of riots in which razors had been 
used by the convicts, poisoning of convicts at the mstance of their enemies, 
and otner serious offences committed in the Peshawar Distnct Jail during 
the past three years and state on whom lies the responsibility of lack of 
supervision which brought about the introduction of razors and poison 
inside the Jail making the lives of convicts insecure? 

(6) Will Government please state briefly the circumstances of each 
case as elicited in judicial inquiries and the result? 

(c) Will Government please state whether, anv and af so, what pumsb- 
ment has been awarded to the officers and staff of the Jail for disregard of 
strict orders contamed m the Jail Manual on the subject in the oasea men- 
tioned in part (a) above? 

f^Hr. 0. W. Gwynne: Information was called for last year in respi^ia^ io 
a question by an Honourable Member No not occurr^ m the Peshawar 
Certtral Jail during the five years pnor to January, 1929 Two cases of 
pKHSoning occurred dunng the penod m question, m neither of which was 
thf, poisonmg adminietered by a convict In one there wae no evidence 
figmnst the Jail staff in the other a Warder received three months im 
pri'onment I am makmi^enquines from the Chief Cpmmisaioner aa to 
whether any such inoicto x^^ aye occurred during the last year, and VlU 
isluiaa'the nondurable M/Htt&Nin due course 
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pEecis^, jtt any y^ar thera are (aay) six vacancies, then the I)upB^tOjr Gene- 
ral ip bound to take, in two of the vacan^^e^, t'^o members of the minority 
communities from the list sent up by the Public Service Commission 

Kawab Sir Salilb*ad« Abdul Qalyumt In the case of prbmotibiig from the 
lower grades to the higher grades, is a list of suitable candidates prepared 
by the Department and sent to the Public Service Commission to give their 
opinion about the fitness of these candidates, or do applications for promo- 
tion go direct to the Public Service Commission from these officials seeking 
promotion? That is to say, do all applications from aspirants to promotion 
go direct to the Public Service Commission, or does the Department send on 
all or only a few of the applications to the Public Service Commission from 
junior men aspiring to the higher grades, for the verification of their fitnesa 
for promotion? 

The BondUrable Sir Bhupendra Hath Hitra: What happens is this, and 
I think I can explain the practice in regard to the Indian Posts and Tele-^ 
graphs Department more precisely The Director General sends ip to the 
Public Service Commission the names of a certain number of officials who 
have attained the requisite seniority, and with these names he sends up 
Q confidential record of each one of these officers The Public Service Com- 
mission then selects officers for promotion and puts them in a certain order 
of precedence 

Hawab Sir Sahibxada Abdul Qaiyum; What is the test which is applied 
by the Public Service Commission for giving preference to one candidate 
Over the other or for putting them all m order of ment? Do the Public 
Service Commission form their opinion on the record or official reports sub- 
mitted to them by the Department, with the remarks, good or bad, noted 
against each name, or have they got some other means or cntenon to ju^ge 
the merits or dements of these candidates? 

The Hopourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Hitra: It is not possible for me to 
explain to my Honourable fnend precisely how the Public Service Commis- 
sion form their conclusions in the matter But I should think that they 
pay due consideration to the confidential records of these officials m regard 
to the manner in which they have discharged tbeir duties m the past 

Hawab Sir SaUbaada Abdul Qaiyum: I shall try to put my question a 
little more clearly this tjme My meaning is this There are people serving 
in the Department, whose work i^ reported upon by their seniors confiden- 
tially, and there is the fact that, in this service the number of minonty 
communities is not up to the mark If a list is sent from the Department 
to tlie Public Service Commission for a report, it may not contain very 
many names of the minonty commumty people serving in that Department ; 
and the second thing is that, if it rests udth the Department to sendrseleoted 
names according to their will and wish to the Public Service Commisssion, 
there is the possibility that the Department may not send up the names oi 
any suitable candidates belonging to the minonty community. Moreover 
it looks useless to send names to the Pubho Service Commission, of candi- 
dates whose fitness or otherwise is. better known to the Department than to- 
the Commission 

IHs Bonouxabls Sir BhupeodH Hath . Hitra: I shall be equahy frank 
with my Honourable fnend, Sir Abdul Qiuyum, and my remarks have a' 
special beatts^ 'on the Indian Pbstal and ^egs^h Deps^^ent* In the- 
lirst plaod I tlui& ke taid that amonif seoio# holding posta 
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practice of submitting daily reports of tbe daily work done in the 
Medal Section has been in force since 1920 and is not the Medal Section 
part and parcel of the Army Department Secretariat? If the reply is in 
the affirmative, will Government please state the circumstances under 
which an incorrect repl> has been given to this House to the effect that no 
clerk is required to submit daily report? Do Government propose to take 
f;ome action against the clerk who is responsible for this^ 

Mr. O. M. Young: I am told that it is the practice in the Medal Section 
for clerks to note at the end of the day, on a slip of paper, the number of 
eases with which they have dealt during the daj, and the number still 
with them There is no order requinng them to do this, nor are other 
clerks of the Army Department required to subrmt daily reports of any 
kind In his previous question the Honourable Member inquired whether 
Mr N C Dass submitted a report of his daily work as required in the case 
of other men of the Department Mr N C Dass was not a clerk of the 
Medal Section The question, if I ma\ saj so, was therefore misleading, 
but the answer given by my predecessor was substantially correct 


Assistance of Mint Employees by Mb N C Dass 

863 *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub* With reference to my starred ques- 
tion No 892 (d) asked in the September Session, 1929, will Government 
please state whether the men employed m the Mint for inscribing the 
names of the recipients on tiic medals were all ilhterate and none of them 
could read the typewritten names, numbers, designations, regiments, etc , 
on the rolls and they therefore required the continued assistance of Mr N 
C Dass for reading them the necessary details or whether Mr N C Dass 
used to point out to them, on the spot, which roll w'as to be attended first? 
If the reply is in the affirmative, will Government please state if the 
I’unching Contractor, before the transfer of the punching work to the Mint, 
also utilised the services of Mr N C Dass. and if so, what private remune- 
lation he received from him? If Mr Dass did not help the Punching Con- 
tractor, what was the special reason for which the punching work in the 
Mint could not be done m the Mint? 

Mr. O. M. Young: With >our permission, Sir, I will answer questions 
Nos 863, 864, and &5, together 

Government do not accept any of the inferences drawn in these ques- 
tions The facts are that the men who were employed on the work of pun- 
ching medals at the Mint were mechanics, and though they could read 
words and figures sufficiently well to msenbe them on the medals, were not 
capable, Without supervision, of making the necessary abbreviations 
N. C, Dase, a clerk of the Army Department Kecordg Office in Calcutta, 
need accordingly to go over to the Mint and give the mechanics tfie jrequiaite 
assistance For this work he was granted an honoranum of Bs 60(). If 
we had employed as punchers men with sufficient knowledge of army 
nomenclature to carry out the transcriptions without help; ’ it wddld have 
cost us a great deal more than Es 600, and would have been a real waste 
pf Opvemiuent funds The humber of medals inscribed was well ov4r two 
tnillions In the earlier stage, the work was performed by a contractor iil 
the bffic~e ol the Meda| Section itself, and there was their of course no need 
to utilize the seiwides of Mr. N. 6 Dass 

B 2 
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Assistance of Mint Emfloybbs by Mr N C. Dass. 


f864 *Maiilvi Muhammad Yakub: Will Gavernment please state the 
circumstances under which the Mmt Master engaged inefficient punching^ 
men who required the continued assistance of Mr N C Dass and after- 
wards the award of an honorarium of Rs 500? Will they kindly obtain 
the explanation of the Mint Master for this loss of Government and place 
it on the table of this House? 


Assistance of Mint Employees by Mb N C Dass 

1865 *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Will Government please state if 
the laborious work which Mr N C Dass did was to point out to the 
punching men the details which were to be inscribed on the medals? If 
the reply is m the negative, will they kindly furnish the full particulars 
of the work done by him, and for which he was paid Rs. 600 as hono- 
ranum? 


Temporary Service of certain Clerks in the Commerce Department, 

866. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Is it a fact that five temporary 
clerks of over four years’ service in the Commerce Department were granted 
gratuity and leave admissible to them concurrently with the penod of notice? 
If the reply is m the affirmative, will Government please furnish detaila 
of their temporary service? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Leave was granted to 5 temporary 
dorks, who were retrenched from the Commerce Department m 1923, in 
connection with the general reduction of the Secretanat establishments 
following upon the recommendations of the Indian Retrenchment Commit- 
tee No gratuity was paid to them Their length of service varied from 
4 years and 8 months to 7 years and 3 months 

Employment of eo;- S oldiers 

867 ^Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Is it a fact that, m his letter No 
17840-Home Military, dated the 27th June, 1927, and the Governor in 
Council order issued therewith, the Home Secretary to the Government 
of the Punjab stated that the Governor m Council was not satisfied that 
everything possible to accord preferential treatment in the matter of civil 
employments to ecc -soldiers and others who served during the Great War, 
has been done, and invited the special attention of the heads of the Depart- 
ments to the necessity for fresh efforts to secure civil employments for 
them? If the reply is in the affirmative, will Government please state 
whether they issued similar in8t^oti<Mi8 to the heads of the Departments? 
If not> why not, and are they prbpkafed to do it now? Are (kivemment 
aware that many ear-service men are in a destitute condition, and although 
they possess thel requisite qualjficationB of the vanoas poets, do not g[et 
treatment equal to that given to the civilian candidates? 

* Mr. O. W. Gwyane: The reply to the first part of the Honourable Mem- 
ber^ question is in the «ffinna#w I am not aware that any represents 
ttotta nave been made as regards ’special difficulties expeinenced by e«-8o]4i^ 
in other provinces m obtaining eBaployment, but the Indian Soldiers* Board 

tFor answer to this questkmt aanrer to question No 863. 
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reoeives acd deals with a certain number of applications from other parts of 
India for assistance in this respect In reply to question No 279, asked 
by Mr Rajah on the 11th February, the Honourable Member is referred to 
the instructions m the matter which have been issued to Departments of 
the Government of India No other instructions have so fsir been issued, 
but I am prepared to examine the question further 

Employment of Temporary Men in the Government of India Secre- 
tariat 

868 *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Is there any rule under which Gov- 
ernment can entertain and keep on temporary men in the Secretariat for 
an indefinite period? 

Mr. 0» W. Q-wynne: There are no rules on the subject, but the Govern- 
ment of India have recenth laid it down that the multiplication of tempo- 
rary appointments should be* avoided as far as possible. 


Officer in Charge of the Medal Section, Army Department 

869. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: (a) Is it a fact that the Medal Sec- 
tion practically consists of one assistant and seven clerks and is placed 

-under an officer of an Assistant Secretary's grade? If so, will Govern- 
ment state the reason? 

(6) Have Government considered the question of placing the Medal 
Section under one of the Assistant Secretaries of the Army Department? 

(c) What was the strength of the Medal Section m 1922, when the 
post of the Officer in charge Medal Distribution, was not made permanent? 
What was the total number of assistants in charge, sub-sections, i e , 1914, 
1914-15, I G S , B W <fe V Medals, War, Recruiting and other Badges, 
Permanent Replacement and old \\ ar Medals (from 1799 to 1908-11) sub- 
section, etc , and what were the names of the Assistants in Charge of these 
sub-sections from 1st April, 1920, to Slst Maich, 1924? 

Mr. <J. M. Young: (lO-) No Sir The section consists of one assistant, 
ten clerks and a mechanic The officer in charge is not graded as an 
Assistant Secretary 

(b) No, 

fc) The strength of the section in 1922 was 47 The information asked 
for m the latter portion of this question is not available 

Transfer to Delhi of the Records of the Army D^PARTMtiNT* ' 

870. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Have the Army Department Records 
jet been brought tof Delhi and, if not, when do Government intend to 
bTing them to Delhi? 

' Hr. 0. M. Young : Printed records of the Army Department from 1800 
and all unjirint^ records of the last six years are kept in Simla The older 
printed and unprmted records were left in Calcutta because until recently 
;iWaa , no storage accommodation available for them They will be 
brought to Delhi m the course of the next year^ 



i2592 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEJiBLY 


[28Tn Mar 1980. 


Admission to Examinations of Departmental and Retrenched 

Clerks. 

871. ’♦•Msulvi Muhammad Yakub: (a) Is it a fact that Messrs Karam 
Chand Varma, Gajjan Singh, clerks, Master General of Ordnance Branch,, 
late of the Army Canteen Board, and some retrenched clerks of the Medal 
Section, holding temporary appointments m the Army Headquarters, have 
not been allowed to sit m the departmental examination of November, 1929? 
If so, will Government furnish a complete list of the retrenched clerks of 
the Medal Section and the Army Canteen Board holding temporary appoint- 
ments in civil and military offices of the Government of India who have 
not been permitted to appear at the last examination and also state the 
reasons for withdrawing these concessions in each case? 

(b) Have any clerks who neither belong to the Medal Section nor to 
the Army Canteen Board been allowed to sit m the examination? If so, 
what are the special reasons for doing so? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) The answer is in the negative as regards Messrs 
Karam Chand Varma and Gajjan Singh, both of whom were permitted to 
sil at the examination There was only one retrenched clerk of the Medal 
Section holding a temporarv appointment in Army Headquarters, who was 
not allowed to appear at the departmental examination, because the conces- 
sion applied only to clerks who were serving in the Medal Section in 1929. 
The appointments of seven of these in the Medal Section were made perma- 
nent, and employment was found at Army Headquarters for three more 
The clerk, who was not allowed to appear at the examination, had been 
selected for retrenchment, four years previously, when the first reductions 
in the Medal Section were made, on account of his unsatisfactory work and 
conduct The latter part of the question does not arise 

(b) Yes, exceptional cases were referred to the Public Service Commis^ 
Sion, who granted admission on the merits of each individual ease 


Employment oj Retrenched Clerks 

872. *Mattlvi Muhammad Yakub: Is it a fact that Messrs Abdul Haq, 
B B Sett and S C Sett, late clerks of the Medal Section, have been 
provided with appointments in the Army Headquarters after retrenchment^ 
If so, do Government propose to give similar treatment to the clerks of the 
Medal Section who were thrown out of employment after faithfully serving 
Government for almost ten years; in many cases, at the time when they 
became overaged and unfit for further service? 

Mr. 0 -. M. Young : The answer to the first part of the question is in the 
affirmative Government have always been, and are still prepared to consi- 
der applications from clerks, who were i^trebched, for further employment 
1 w'oufd point out, however, that the large Medal establishment employed 
during the first few years after the war was on an avowedly temporary basin, 
ond that nope of the clerks so employed had any expectation of peiinanent 
employment It was inevitable that aftet the main work of distributing 
medals was completed, the establinhment should be greatly reduced I 
cannot accept the* suggestion in the lait sentence of the Honourable Mem- 
ber’s question that Government should m-employ clerks who are over age 
and unfit for further service 
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Ketrenchm»nt of Clerks in the Medal Sbotion. 

873 *MaRlvi Muli&mmad Yakub: Will Government please state 
whether the clerks who were transferred, along with the Medal Section, 
from Simla to Calcutta, after being given 20 per cent deputation allow- 
ance, and the clerks who were entertained in Calcutta, were, wholly or 
partly, paid from War Office funds? If so, did the retrenchment m the 
Medal Section occur on the recommendation of the War Office with a view 
to curtail their expenditure? 

Mr. a. M. Young: The answer to the first part of the question is m the 
affirmative, and to the second part m the negative 


Transfers of certain Officers of the Posts and Telegraphs 
Department 

874 *Maulvf Muhammad Yakub: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state whether Government have promulgated rules, regulating transfers 
of Deputy Assistant Electricians and Sub Divisional Officers of the Engi- 
neering and Telephone Branches of the Posts and Telegraph Department^ 
If so, would they table departmental regulations prescribed for the pur- 
pose?* 

(b) Has a time limit been fixed under the rules above, for each station 
or locality? 

(c) Is it a fact that there is a general lack of uniformity in the manner 
transfers are being effected generally, i e , some being provided prolonged 
tenures at places, whilst others, either stagnate at inconvenient stations or 
are jostled about oftener? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to furnish a list of all such officials in 
all cadres, afore-meutioned, who have already served m the same place 
or post for over three years, indicating also respective penods involved? 

(e) Are Government aware that a strong feeling exists throughout aud 
amongst all cadres afore-named, that transfers could be conducted on better 
and more equitable hues than they are ot present'’ 

(/) Are Government prepsured to review the whole question of transfers 
in all three branches? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) There are no special rules relating to the transfer 
of officials of the classes referred to The officials are subject to the gene- 
ral rules regarding the conditions of transfer 

(6) No 

(c) As transfers of the officials referred to are effected in the interests 
of the service, there canno-t be uniformity as regards the period for which an 
officer is stationed at a particular place 

Information will be collected and will be fumished to the Honour- 
able Member in due course. 

(e) No 

0^ There appears to be no necessity for the action suggested. 
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Condonation oe Break in Service of certain TemporIby Employees. 

875 ♦Matilvl Muliammad Yakub: (1) Will Government be pleased to 
state if it IS a fact that 

(a) As a result of the Beport of the late Inchcape Committee, reduc- 

tion in the establishment of different Departments of the Gov- 
ernment of India was effected, and certain temporary men, 
having long temporary service at then credit at the time, were 
thrown out of employment and again provided for in Gov- 
ernment Offices by the Staff Selection Board with a short 
break in service? 

(b) Government granted leave up to some specified period to those 

retrenched temporary men \^ho had four 5^ears' temporary 
service or over at the time of retrenchment ? 

(o) There is an article 420 (d) in the Civil Service Eegulations to 
the effect that the break m temporary service shall be con- 
doned if it IS due to the reduction m establishmfmt 

(2) If replies to part (1) be in the affirmative, are. Government prepared 
to treat as leave or condone the break in service of the temporary men 
referred to in part (a) abo've to enable them to avail themselves of their long 
temporary service before the break for purposes of leave and pension"^ 

Mr. 0. W. Owynne: 1 (a) Yes 

(b) Betrenched temporary employees, who had put in 4 years’ continu- 
ous temporary serrce or more, were allowed to count that service for pur- 
poses of leave as if it had been pennanent service 

(c) Article 420 (d) of the Civil Service Begulations provides, as an 
exception to the general rule that an interruption between two periods of 
service shall have the effect of making it impossible to reckon the earlier 
penod as service for any purpose, that a loss ot appointment owing to reduc 
tion of establishment shall not have that effect 

(2) The question of leave has already been disposed of on the merits of 
each individual case and Government do not propose to reopen the matter 
The position regarding pension was explained m reply to Mr Siddheswar 
Prasad Sinha’s starred question No 717 on the 23rd September, 1929 

Msdioal Attendance for Apprentices at the Kharagpur Workshops. 

876. *Mr. S. 0. Hitra: (a) Wfil Government please state whether 
the facilities afforded in medical attendance and medical assistance to 
the apprentices in the Bengal NagpiH* Bailway Workshops at Kharagpur 
are equal for all and for all puiposes, regardless of their race and class ? 

{b) If the reply to part (a) above is ^ the negative, will Government 
be pleased to state what are the diffexenoes obseirved, as regard® the kind 
and quality of such attendance and assistance that are given to the Indian 
apprentices and particularly to the grade apprentices from that 

given to the Anglo-Indian and European apprentices there? 

(o) Are Government prepared to instruct the Eailway to make the 
rules for medical facilities to their appreh^iceis uniform? If nott why wt? 
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Mr. A. A, Xi. Parsons; With your permissioo, Sir, I will answer questions 
876, 877, 878 and 879 together I have called for informaiion and will com- 
municate with the Honourable Member when it is received I wish, how- 
ever, to say that the Agent of the Bengal Nagpur Bail way is personally in- 
vestagating the question of removing the inequality, which must, I think, be 
ndniitted to exist in the treatment of European and Anglo-Indian and Indian 
apprentices in the Kharagpur Workshops, and the Honourable Member’s 
qiU‘«jtions will be useful in bringing particular points to his notice 

Leave admissible to Apprentices of the Kjharagpue Workshops 

f877 *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government please state what period 
of leave dunng the vear, on full pay, is admissible to the apprentices m 
the Bengal Nagpur Railway workshops at Kharagpur, that counts towards 
their service and increments? 

(6) Does the medical leave of apprentices at Kharagpur count 
fci service and increments'^ If so, for how” long does it oidinaiily count in 
the ;vear and what aie the allowances granted to the apprentices while 
on medical leave? 

(c) W^hat other lea\e with full pav is admissible to the apprentices 
that counts for increments and service and is granted on extraordinary 
reasons^ 

(d) Is there any differential tieatment observed for the Indian appren- 
tices, particularly for the “A” grade apprentices, in respect of leave 
and leave alJow'ances from that of the Anglo-Indian and European 
apprentices m the Kharagpur Railway workshops ? 

(e) If the reply to part (d) above is in the affirmative, will Govern- 
ment please specify the differences observed and state reasons for the 
differential treatment^ 

Compensation for Injury for Apprentices of the Kharagpur Railway 

Workshops 

^878 *Mr. S. 0. Mitra; (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether any compensation for injury or disability caused in performance 
of their duty, is given to the apprentices m the Bengal Nagpur Railway 
workshops at Kharagpur? 

(b) If the reply to part (a) above is m th^ affirmative, will Government 
please state whether the Workmen’s Compensation Act is applicaBle in such 
cases ? 

(c) If the reply to part (b) above is m the negative, will Government 
please place on the table a copv of the rules that regulate the gfrant of 
such compensation to the apprentices in the Kharagpur Railway work- 
shops ? 

(d) Have the Bengal Nagpur Railway had any occasion before tc 
grant such compensation to any one ot their Apprentices? If so, wlU 
Government please fprmsh the particulars? 

(e) Is there any different ruling for the grant of such compensation 
to Indian and particularlv to the "A" grade apprentices from that of the 
Anglo- i^dian and European apprentices in ijhe. Kharagpur Railway work- 
shops? If so, wh at is the reason lor this ’differential treatment? 

tfoir Answer to tlna question, see antwer to qofdfttion No- 876* 
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Training of Apprentices in the Kharagpur Workshops. 

t879. *Mr. S. 0. Mltra: Is it a fact that the rules governing the admis- 
sion ot apprentices m the Kharagpur Railway workshops lay down dififer- 
cut kinds of distribution in their training for the different periods of 
apprenticeship of the Indian “A” grade apprentices, but there are no 
suon conditions laid down m the rules for the European and Anglo-Indian 
apprentices there? If so, will Government please state the reasons for 
this differential treatment? 

Appointment of Indian Officers in the Office of the Deputy 
Commissioner, Delhi 

880. *Mr. S. 0. Hitra: (a) With reference to the reply to question 
No 745 (6) in the Legislative Assembly Debates, dated the 25th February, 
1929, will the Honourable Member m charge of the Home Department 
kindly say if it is a fact that a junior Anglo-Indian clerk was again 
imported m the office of the Deputy Commissioner, Delhi, to officiate as 
Office Superintendent in May or June, 1929, in supersession of long ser- 
vice assistants? If so, why? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state, if the post of the Registrar, 
office cf the Chief Cdmmjss’oner, Delhi, is reserved for Europeans and 
Anglo-Indians? If not, do Government propose to appoint an Indian to 
the said post on the occurrence of a vacancv'-^ 

Mr. 0. W. Gwynne: (a) An Anglo-Indian Head Assistant from the Chief 
Commissioner’s office on a higher rate of pay than any of the clerks in the 
Deputy Commissioner’s office was appointed to officiate for one month for 
the Superintendent of the Deputy Comm ssioner’s office while the latter 
was doing his military training There was no racial discrimination 

(b) No There is no vacancy at present and Government cannot give 
any undertaking of the kind suggested m advance 

Appointment of a Junior Clerk as Superintendent, Reformatory 

School, Delhi 

881. *Mr. S. 0. Mltra: (a) Will Government be pleased to state if it 
18 a fact that the Chief Commissioner, Delhi, has appomted an Anglo- 
Indian cleik of his Office as Superintendent Reformatory School, Delhi, 
which IS a gazetted post? 

(b) If so, what are the technical and educational qualifications of the 
said gentleman to hold the post? 

(o) Has he any previous expenence of any juvenile jail, or of educa- 
tional institutions? If not, on what considerations has a junior clerk been 
appomted to hold a post of such a responsible nature? 

(d) Why have the claims of senior Head Assistant been ignored in 
filling the appointment? 

Sir Trank Koyea : The information asked for is being collected and wiH 
be supplied to the Honourable Member later 

tFor answer to thit question, see answer to qnestion No 876 
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Aoceptancb of Dalis by the Superintendent, Dbtuty Commissioner’s 

Office, Delhi 

8S2. *Mt. S. 0* Mitra: (a) Will Governnient be pleas^^d to state, 
if it IS a fact that the clerks in the Deputy Commissioner's Office, Delhi, 
have to pay a certain portion of their salary of the month of Deoember 
and with the amount have to purchase presents and wait on the Supenn- 
tendent of the Deputy Commissioner’s Office, Delhi, with daha on the 
Christmas Day? 

(b) Is it a fact that the dahs were accepted by the Superintendent of 
the Deputy Commissioner's office on the last Christmas Day from his 
Bubordmate clerks^ If so, what was the value of the presents received 
and with what motive were they presented and accepted? 

(c) In view of the reply given by the Home Member to question No. 
748 (a) on the 25th February, 1929 on the subject, are Government pre- 
pared to institute an inquiry as to whether the practice of accepting dah» 
18 prevalent in the Deputy Commissioner’s Office, Delhi? 

Mr, 0. W. Owynne* (a) No 

(6) The Superintendent accepted a few trifling presents of fruit, nuts- 
or flowers from his clerks Government have no reason to suppose that 
the motive of acceptance as well as ot presentation was anything but good- 
will 

(c) The presentation related to one occasion only and no question of 
the prevalence of a general piactice arises Government do not therefore- 
consider it necessary to hold an inquiry as suggested 


Appointments and Promotions in the Deputy Commissioner’s Office. 

Delhi 

883. ’•‘Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that the appointments and promo- 
tions m the Deputy Commissioner’s Office, Delhi, are not made with due- 
regard to seniority and efficiency and that employees are given pay of the 
higher grades without actually performing the duties of the higher posts? 

(b) Is it a fact that one clerk is working as a Vernacular Munshi, and 
his name is shown as an English clerk in the Deputy Commissioner’s Office? 
If so, why 18 the Superintendent of the said office allowed to make such 
appointments ? 

Mr, 0. W. Owynne; (a) and (b) The reply is m the negative 

Memorials from the Clerical Staff of the Deputy Oommisstoner’s^ 

Office, Delhi. 

884. *Mr. S. 0. MitiA; (a) With reference to the reply to question 
No 746 (b) in the Legislative Assembly Debates, dated 26th February, 
1929, will the Honourable the Home Member kindly eay what has become 
of the memonals addressed to H E the Viceroy submitted by the 
clerical staff of the Deputy Commissioner’s Office, Delhi, in June 1927? 

(b) Were the memonaJs withheld? If so, un^er which mde of the 
memorial rules? 

(c) Were the memorialists informed of their memorials beuEig withheld? 
If not, why not? 
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(d) If the memorials are still under consideration, how long does the 
Delhi Admiujgtration intend to take before submitting the memonals? 

Mr. 0 W. Gwynne: (la) I understand that they were returned to the 
Deputy Commissioner 

(b), (c) and (d) The memonalists had prayed for further increase of 
the salaries, etc , recently sanctioned by the Government ot India and for 
the grant ol house rent The Deputy Commissioner was informed m 
December 1927 that the Chief Commissioner was not prepared to refer the 
matter to the Government of India, sind it is understood that this deci- 
sion was convened to the memorialists The memonals were not techni- 
cally withheld, and it would have been open to the memorialists to approach 
the Chief Commissioner again with a request that thev should be submitted 
to the Government of India even though the Chief Commissioner was 
unable to suppprt them The\ have not done so \et 

Pay of Employees of the Government of India Press, Aligarh 

885* *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government bo pleased to state if 

it 18 a fact that a laige number of w^orkers m the Govem'ment of India 
Press, Aligarh, have been paid less than the pav sanctioned bv Government 
for the posts they hold? 

(b) If so, IS it a fact that such procedure is contrary to the provisions 
of tne Fundamental Buies'^ 

(c) Why is the Manager allowed to cut the sanctioned pay of the 
workers and why does not the Controllei of Prmtmg exercise proper super- 
vision in the matter? 

(d) Is it a fact that wages to the extent of about Es 15,000 were cut 
and are Government aware that some of the workers had to li\e on one meal 
R day owing to the reduction of 25 to 30 per cent of their wages^ 

The Honourable Six Bhupendra Nalb Mitra; An inquiiy is being made 
and the result will be communicated to the Honourable Member in due 
course 

(Mr President called Mr Eanga Iyer to put question No 887 ) 

Mr. Vldya Sagar Pandya; Ma\ I know, Sir, what has become of ques- 
tion No 886? 

Mr. 0. W. Qwynne: I have been informed, Sir, by the Legislative 
Assembly Department that the Honourable Member has withdrawn this 
-question 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: That is why I did not put question No 886. 

Correspondence between the Seoretaby op State and the Government 
OF India on Cicbtain Matters 

887* *Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
if any correspondence has passed between the Secretary of State for India 
And the Government of India in regard to : 

(i) the arrest of Vallabhbhai Patel; 

(n) the policy to be adopted towards the civil disobedience move- 
ment; and 

(m) the representation of the Congress in the projected Conference 
of Princes and people in Lpndon? 
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(6) H 80 ^ will they be pleased to a white paper or make a state- 
ment regarding the said oorrespcmdenoepf 

Mr. 0. W. Owynne: (a) (i) and (ii). The Government of India have 
been m communication with the Secretary of State in regard to the pohoy 
to be adopted towards the civil disobedience movement and have reported 
to him the facts regarding the arrest of Mr Vallabhbhai Tatel 

(ill) There has been no correspondence between the Govermnent of 
India and the Secretary of State on this subject » 

(h) The reply is m the negative For the policy of the Government of 
India towards the civil disobedience movement ine Honourable Member is 
reterred to His Excellency the Viceroy's address to the Assembly on the 
25th January last 

Mr. Vtdya Sagar Pandya; Maj I know, Sir, if there is any truth m the 
newspapei report this morning that both Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and the 
Lord Mayor of Calcutta are going to be released before their time?' 
[iSeveral Honourable Members “No no It is Subhas Chandra Bose 

Mr 0. W. Qwynne* I lia^e no inf oi mat ion, Sir 

Promotions of Subordinates on the East Indian Railway 

888. *Ideut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Gidney: (a) Will Government please- 

state the total meuase in expenditure today incurred oy the recent raising 
of wages of the menial, unskilled and skilled employees on the East Indiatt 
Railway ^ 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state tho total number of subordi- 
nates promoted to official grades, both temporary and permanent and how 
many of them are Europeans, Anglo-Indians, Hindus, Mohamfmedans and 
other classes ? 

Mr. A. A, L. Parsons: (a) I do not know to what particular revision of 
wages the Honourable Member refers If he will let me know precisely 
what information he wants I shall be glad to furnish him with it, if pos- 
sible 

(b) I have called for information and will communicate with the Hon- 
ourable Member when it is received 

Ii^ent.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney. In view of the stereotyped replies given 
by the Railway Board of collecting information, wall the Honoutuble Mem- 
ber tell this House where the Railway Board usually place their collection 
boxes? These are evidently not put in the nght places, because I have 
been waiting so long for a reply to this question. ' , 

(No answer was given ) 

Promotion or Subordinates on State Railways. 

889. *Llaut.-Ooloiial H. A. J. Gidney: Will Government please state- 
when they mtend remedymg the present poeitioa of a Itirge number of 
Bu^rdmates on the State Railways officiating as offieials hy making them 
eith^ permanent or improving their salaries? 



]fr« A, A, L. PjursoD*: The posiDion will be improved when the cadres 
of the supenor establishments of State-managed railways are revised Pro- 
posals for the revision of the cadres are about to be referred to the Central 
Advisory Council for Railways ^ 

Rates of Pay on the East Indian Railway 

% 

890. *Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Gidney: (1) Will Government please 
state whether 

(а) the revised rates of 1928 on the East Indian Railwa} were 

drawn up by the Railway Board, and 

(б) these rates are applicable to the entire staft of the East Indian 

Railway, t.e , including those recruited before the date of 
the introduction of these rates? 

(2) Will Government please state the cost of the staff before the 1928 
rates bf pay were introduced 

Mr. A. A. L. Panoni: (1) (a) No 

(6) A copy of Circular No 485/ A E -388, dated the 1st October, 1928, 
of the Agent, East Indian Railway, which contains a full answ^er to the 
Honouiaole Member’s question, has been placed in the Library 

(2) The total cost of all stuff ot the East Indian Railway including supe- 
nor officers in the year 1927-28 was Rs 6,95,67,687 

Iddut.-Ooional H. A. J. Gidney: Is the Honourable Member aware that 
the Agent of the East Indian Railway, when giving his evidence before the 
Labour Commission, stated that it was the Railway Board who introduced 
these revised 1928 rates of pa\ and not the East Indian Railway Agent? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: No Sir, I was not aw'are of that In fact, I 
have not seen the evidence 

Liaut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Gidney I rise to a point of poHonai explana- 
tion, Sir My question that was sent to the Legislative Assembly has 
been so altered as to render it absolutely innocuous 1 asked tor a differ- 
-ence between the total cost of pay of the subordinate establishments 
between the \ears 1928 and 1926 The important part has been omitted 
and the smaller part has been kept as it was 

Mr. PresMent: Was the Honourable Member informed that his ques- 
tion was so altered? 

Xdeut.-Oolonel B. A. J. Gidney: I was/not informed of that, Sir 

Mr. President: 1 will look into the matter 

Pay of Police Inspbctoes in Delhi 

891. * Lieut. -Oolonel H. A. J. Gidney: (a) Has the attention of Govern- 
ment been drawn to the grievances of the Delhi Province Police Inspectors, 
Sergeants and Sub-lnspectors in regard to their pay and prospects m con- 
sequence of the revision made from the Ist April, 1928, detailed m an 
article on page 9 of the August (1929) issue of the Anglo-Indian Review 
as follow®: , 

(i) Great disappomtment and disoohtent is prevailing among the 
. above ranks owing to the adverse effect of the increments fijmd 
and given; ^ 
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(u) the increments fixed for Inspectws (vat , Es 7-8-0) are much 
too inadequate m companson with Inspectors la Bengal 
Rs 12-8-0) and even in olenoal and other services in most of 
which the rates of increments of Government servants draw- 
ing pay at Rs 100 — 300 amount to not less than Ra. 10 or 
Rs 20; 

(lii) the senior officers in each grade have suffered considerable loss 
m not getting an\ incremental pay for their longer services as 
compared with junior officers, 

(iv) in spite of representation against and recognition of the anomaly 
by the Departmental heads, nothing has been done to redress 
their giievances, and 

(v) though m order of precedence and p^, duties and responsibiU- 
ties, the Inspectors ranked with Tehsildars, the latter have 
since been elevated to be gazetted officers and given pay from 
Rs 200 rising up to Rs 375? 

{b) Do Government propose to take any steps to go into this matter 
and redress the grievances of these servants? 

(c) Is it a fact that whereas the Indian Imperial Police and Provincial 
Police Services have their own organisations to represent their disabilities, 
Inspectors, Sergeants and Sub-Inspectors are not permitted to have such 
bodies'^ 

(d) If so, are Government prepared to issue instructions to their Depart- 
mental officers to permit the formation of such Associations? 

Mr. 0. W. Owynne: (a) (i) to (v) I have not seen the article referred 
to but my information is that the introduction of the time-scale for the 
old graded system of pay has, on the whole, guen satisfaction to the ranks 
concerned The rate of increment for Inspeoloro m Bengal is Rg. 25 
tuennially, not 12-8-0 annually, as suggested In the clerical service of 
the Government of India yccretariat, and Attached Offices, the rates of 
increment vary, but it is not a fact that the minimum increment m scales 
running to Rs 300 is Rs 10 Officers who happend to be at, or very near, 
the top of their particular grade, naturally got a smaller increase of pay 
immediately undei the new time-scale than they would short’ y have 
received under the grade system, and officers who at the time of revision 
happened to be at or near the bottom of their particular grade, received 
an increase of pay immediately, wdiich they would not for many years have 
received under the grade system, but such anomalies must be regarded as 
inevitable in a change of system from grades to a time scale Individual 
cases of hardship have been bicught to the notice of departmental heads 
of the service I understand that Inspectors ranked with, but junior to, 
Tehsildars, and that the latter have been created gazetted officers on a pay 
iranging from Rs 200 to 375 

(6) The Inspectors, Sergeants and Sub-Inspectors at Delhi belong to 
the cadre of the Punjab police The Government of I^dia do not contem- 
plate action in the matter 

(c) Subject to compliance with the rules laid dofm by the Government 
of Radio, tbe fonnation of Associations ol police officers of the ranks bien- 
tioned-is permitted, but it is for the Local Government to prescribe the rank 
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or nmks wMch may compnse an associatioa and to accord recognition 
For the reaeo® stated m reply to part (h), the Local Government con- 
cerned m this case is that of the Punjab 

(d) Does not arise 

Lleut.-Oolooal H. A. J. Oidney: In view of the Honourable Member’s 
reply that the increase in the Bengal Police Inspectors' grade is Bs 25 
biennially, surely I am right in assuming that the increase annually is 
Ps 12-8-0? This IS obvious? 

Mr. 0. W. Qwyxma: No, Sir, payment is not made annually 

Supply of Timbbk from the Andaman s to Match FAoroBiES in India 

892 •Sir Bttcy Iiindiay: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
what has been the supply of timber during the year 1929-80 from the 
Andamans to match factories m India and Burma? 

(h) Have the demands for this special class of timber been fully met^ 
and what has been the allocation b> the Andamans Administration to the 
several match factories which have indented for it? 

(c) What steps have Government taken to ensure that indents of the 
Indian companies and firms receive full consideration and that undue pre- 
ference will not be given to any particular company? What steps have 
Government taken to ensure that no long term contract will be entered 
into which is likely to be prejudicial to the interests of the Indian com- 
panies as a w'hole? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state whether they have arrived at 
anv definite conclusions on the Peport of the Indian Tariff Board, and if 
so, as to what action they propose to take in order to conserve this grow- 
ing mdustry to Indian interests ? 

(e) What steps are being taken by the Forest Department to discover 
suitable woods for match manufacture that can be extracted in quantity 
and readily transported to factones, as recommended by the Tariff Board 
on page 102, m paragraphs 21 and 22 and on page 118, in par^raph 25 of 
their Keport? 

Sir Trank Koyce: (a) (b) and (c) Information is being collected and 
will be supplied to the Honourable Member as soon as possible The 
Honourable Member mav rest assured that his suggestion that mdents of 
Indian companies and firms for timber required for match factones in 
India and Burma should receive full consideration and that undue pre- 
ference should not be given to any particular firms will be sympatheti- 
ca] l;y explored 

(d) and (e) The proposals of the Indian Tariff Board referred to by 
the Honourable Member have been under ooniideration for some time 
They were discussed wnth the Inspector General of Forests who, in August 
1928, submitted proposals which included the establishment of an expen- 
mentol match factory at Dehra Dun As the appointment of a Special 
Committee to report on the future scope of the activities of the Forest 
Besearch Institute was contemplated by Government, it was decided to 
postpone action cm the Inspector (^neral of Forests’ recommendations 
until this Committee had also had toie to examine them The desira- 
bility of this course of action was also indloiited by the need for ensuring 
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that the definite research project, which the Tariff Board recommended 
should be drawn up, should be framed with due regard to economy. The 
Forestry Committee dealt with this matter in paragraph 64 of their Beport, 
of which copies will be found m the Library of the House Stated briefly, 
then recommendation was that before any project was drawn up, or any 
elaborate manufacturing plant installed at the Institute, a meeting of the 
representatives of the match trade should be convened and their exact 
requirements ascertained The Inspector General of Forests was accord- 
ingly authorised to convene a conference of such representatives Unfor- 
tunately, hi3 efforts in this direction did not evoke sufficient response and 
the idea of the conference had therefore, to be abandoned The Gov- 
ernment of India are now in communication with Local Governments re- 
garding proposals which the Inspector General of Forests has submitted to 
provide for testing at Dehra Dun all species of Indian wood that appear 
to be suitable for use in the manufacture of matches and then testing them 
on a manufacturing scale at one of the match factories in India, and for 
ascertaining the requirements of match factories and arranging with pro- 
vincial Forest Departments not only for the utilisation to the best possible 
advantage of available supplies but also for the selection of new areas for 
growing suitable species of timbers The vievvs of Local Governments on 
tbfsc proposals are now awaited 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas. The question raised here does not affect 
an\ particular individual It is a matter m which match factories all over 
India arc mi crested Mav T ask whether Government are prepared to 
place the reply on the table of the House? 

Prank Noyc©: The repl\ to (a), (h) and (c)*^ 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: Yes 

Sir Prank Noyce: Certainly 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: T thought the Honourable Member said 
that he would supplv the answer to the Honourable Member who put the 
question 

Mr. President: It will be placed on the table 

15ir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: Mav I ask if Government are prepared to 
draw the attention of the Andamans’ Administration to w'hat is indicated 
in the latter portion of question (c) 

Sir Prank Noyes: By all means T wwld explain to the Honourable 
Member that we are endeavouring to find out from the Andamans’ Admi- 
nistration exactly what the system there is at present The suggestion 
now made by the Honourable Member will certainly be duly considered if 
the reply we receive from the Andamans’ Administration shows that the 
practice is not being followed already 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya; Will the Government make inquiries as to 
whether suitable timber is available there for manufacturing pencils also? 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: Mv question was will Government con- 
sider the desirability of asking the Andamans* Administration not to enter 
into any long term contract pending their making the reply available to 
this House 
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IToyc»: I think we ahould get the reply of the Andamans’ 
.4<in}ini$tTjStion in the course of the next few days I do not think there^ 
18 the smallest danger of their entering into any fresh contract before We 
get their reply 

Sir Purshotamdas Thaknrdaa; My point is, that some time may elapse 
between the time the Government get the reply and the time when Gov- 
ernment can make that reply available to this House Will Government 
consider the desirability of asking the Andamiins’ Administration not ta 
enter into a long term contract until the Assembly has had an oppor- 
tunity of making a representation to Government, based on the reply which 
we may get hereafter? 

Sir Prank Koyca: I am certainly prepared to consider that question 

Mr. Vldya Sagar Pandya: My question has not been answered 

Hr. Sarat^S Kemchand Haji: Will Government take steps to see that 
thr benefit under this scheme goes to genuine Indian companies and not to 
the so-called indigenous companies, about which we have come to know, 
and which are only controlled by foreigners? 

Sir Prank Noyce: I must ask for notice of that question 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand HaJi: Is the notice required because the Hon- 
ourable gentleman does not know the difference between a genuine Indian; 
national company and an indigenous company which sails under false 
pretences and is conti oiled by loreign interests^ 

Sir Prank Noyce: The Honourable Member's question raises an import- 
ant issue of policy and therefoie I must ask for nctice 


Decentralisation of the Office of the Deputy Accountant General 
Telegraphs, Calcutta 

893. *Mr. S. 0. Mltra: 1 (a) Is it a fact that the office of the Deputy 
Accountant General, Telegraphs, Calcutta, is going to be decentralised? 
If so, when is it going to take effect? 

(h) Will Government please state what is the approximate cost esti- 
mated for this scheme? What is the necessity and importance of this 
scheme? What is the urgency for immediate action during the financial 
stringency of the Government revenue? 

(c) Is the decentralisation likely adversely to affect the system of com- 
mercialisation of accounts that has been lately taken up? 

2 (a) Is it a fact that the decentralisation of the office of the Deputy 
Accountant General, Telegraphs was not orimnaUy approved by the Auditor- 
General, but after persistent demands from Mr Jagat Prasad, the Auditor- 
General gave his approval? 

(b) Are Government going to make arrangements for house accommoda- 
tion for the employees m Nagpur and Madras, or are they going to grant 
house-rent allowance for the employee®? 

The Honourable Sir George S0husteft 1 (g) Yes, the decentralisation 

expected to be completed bv the end of August or September 1930. 
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(6) Against a gross recurring saving of about Es 3t,000 pet year iher© 
will be 

(i) recurring extra expenditure of Rs. 22,600 per annum ; and 
(n) non-recumng expenditure of Rs 1,15,000. 

Decentralisation has been found advisable mainly on the following 
grounds 

(1) Decentralisation is a natural corollary of the unification of the Engi- 
neering Circles and the Postal Circles on the administrative side The 
audit officer, through decentralisation, will be enabled to maintain closer 
touch with the Executive and to exorcise more effective supervision over 
the divisional accountants 

(2) Besides improving the general efficiency of engineering audit, the 
decentralisation is expected to economise time and expenditure on local 
in‘>pe(*tions and to facilitate the introduction of a system of intensive in* 
spections 

(3) The decentralisation is expected not only to increase efficiency but 
also to produce some economy as already indicated I may add that tlie 
proposals were very fully explained to and accepted by the Standing Finance 
(’ommittee 

(c) No 

2 (a) No 

(b) The matter has been considered, but it is not proposed at present 
to take an\ action m the direction indicated, as it is understood that there 
is no special difficultv in securing house accommodation at a reasonable 
rate in the two places mentioned Government quarters are not provided 
generally for clerks in these places 

Shortage op Quarters for Employees of Non -Migratory Offices at 

New Delhi 

894. *Lleut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Gldney: (a) Will Government be pleased 

to state the total number of non-gazetted Government servants belonging 
to the non-migratory offices at New Delhi, such as the Indian Stores Depart- 
ment, Accountant General, Central Revenues, etc , who applied for, but 
were not allotted any, Government quarters at New Delhi during either of 
the last two winter allotments? 

(b) Is it a fact that the migratory staff are aUowed conveyance allowance 
if they fail to secure any quarters at New Delhi and reside outside that area? 

(i) Is it a fact that this conveyance allowance is denied to the non- 
migratory servants under the same circumstances? 

(n) Will Government please state the reasons for such a distinction? 

(c) Are Government aware that well ventilated and healthy private 
houses are not available m New Delhi and Delhi? 

(d) Is it a fact that the non-migratorj staff are m receipt of less 
emoluments than those of the same status in migratory Government De- 
partments ? 

(e) Do Government propose to consider the claims of these men when 
alk>ttiiig Government quarters for the next winter? 

0 2 
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Tlw Honourable Sir Bbupendra Hath Ultra; (a) 848 m 1928-29 
429 in 1929-80 

(6) Conveyance allov/ance is granted to persons of the class indicated 
who apply fni, but cannot be provided with. Government accommodation 
in New Delhi, if they in consequence have to live in the Old Delhi Noti- 
fied Area and attend office in New Delhi 
(6) (1) Yes 

(b) (ii). The reason is that, save in exceptional circumstances, an offi- 
cer 18 not entitled to conveyance allowance for the purpose of attending 
office 

(c) Government are aware that there are very few private houses avail- 
able in New Delhi, while there is diffieult\ in finding good accommodation 
at reasonable rates in old Delhi 

(d) I have no precise information in the matter, bub doubt whether this 
18 true as a general proposition 

(e) Government do not sec anv reason to give preference to non-migra- 
iory staff over the migiator\ staff in the matter of allotment of quarters 

X»l6ut. -Colonel H. A. J. Oidneyi Will Government give equality and 
not preference? Equalitv is asked for, not preference 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mltra* The relative claims of the 
tw’o categories are alwa\s considered before allotments are made 

CONTHAOT FOK COPYING PORTRAITS OF THE KiNG AND QUEEN 

895 ♦Dr. B. S Moon]e: (i) Will Government please state if it is a fact 
that, in the Fine Ails Exhibition recently held m Delhi, two artists, Messrs 
Fernandis and Kelkar, w'eie declared to be the best of all others and 
given first prizes particularly in the competition for copying pictures of 
well known European artists and for drawing original pictures of their own 
on the European style? 

(ii) If so, are Government aware that the contract of copying the pictures 
of Their Majesties the King and the Queen has not been given to these 
two artists, but to others? 

(iii) If so, wall Government please state the reasons thereof? 

(iv) Is it a fact that these artists have submitted a representation to 
the Government against what they believe to be an injustice done to them? 

(v) If so, how has their representation been disposed of? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: <i), (n) and (m) I would invite 
tho Honourable Member’s attention to the Press communique dated the 
3rd March, 1930, issued b\ the MiUtary Secretary to His Excellency the 
Vicorov, which explains the position 

(iv) No lepresentations have been received by Government from Messrs 
Fernandis and Kelkar 

(v) Does not arise 

Report by Mb. Hayman 

896. ♦Maulvl Muhammad Takub: (a) Are Government aware that in 
reply to my starred question No 681, put On the 18th March, information 
as to the Report of the inquiry made bv Mr. Hayman was not supplied t 
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(h) Will Government be pleased to reply to all the points raised in my 
starr^ question No 681, put on the 18th March, 1980? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to supply the House with a copy of tha 
Keport of Mr Hayman? If not. why not? 

Hr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) On the contrary, it was explained in the 
reply given to the Honourable the Deputy President, who asked what was 
the nature of the grievances investigated by Mr Hayman, what were his 
findings on those grievances and what steps were taken by the authorities 
on hib report, that the grievances fell into two categories, first general, 
and second with regard to the treatment of particular individuals A 
memorandum detailing the general grievances and explaining the action 
taken on them was placed in the Library It was also explained that In 
those of the individual cases which he investigated, Mr Hayman found no 
reason to propose an alteration in the orders passed by the East Indian 
LaJwav authontics, but he suggested that some of them should be re- 
examined by the Agent, to whom my Honourable friend might apply for 
an / information he desired Mv Honourable friend also asked what action 
had been taken b\ the Kailway Board and he was referred to a letter which 
had been sent to him That letter explained that the Agent of the East 
Indian liailway would, wdien he considered it desirable to do so, instruct 
the Divisional Superintendent to meet the officials of the East Indian 
lianwuv Union at Moiadabad, and, subject to anv general or specific in- 
structions issued bv him, discuss the nients of any particular case with 
iLe officials of the Union That wais a compk tc account of the action 
which has been taken bv the Railwav Board 1 regret that I am not pre- 
pared to las a copy of Air Hasnian s report on the table for it is a confi- 
dential document, hut if the Honourable Memncr will let me know any 
specific points cn which he icqiuies fuilher inroimutiou I will see if it 
can be supplied to him 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub* Will Government kindlv state if any action 
has been taken b\ the Divisional Superintendent as yet 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons; I am unable to sav If the Honourable Mem- 
ber will give me details of cases on wdiich he wu/uld like to have informa- 
tion, I will cee whothei T can oi)Tai i that informntion for him, including 
the question whether the D*\isional Supermtcndinn took anv action 
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DESCEimoN OF Employees of Government of India Presses 

330. Mr. Hukhtar Singh; (a) Is it a fact that some employees of the 
Government of India Presses have recently been converted from 
“mdustnalists*' to “ministerialists”? 

(6) Is it the mtention of the Government that the Factory Act will not 
apply to such men now? 

(c) Is it not a fact that the men so converted are still working the same 
number of hours daily as before? 

(d) Do Government intend to reduce their time and bring It to the level 
with the clerical establishment? 

(e) What are their advantages and disadvantages under such change? 
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Ths Honourable Sir Bhnpendra Naib Ultra ; (a) to (e). Certain 
employees of the Government of India Presses have been declared as 
“ministenar' for the purpose of the Fundamental Kules The distinc- 
tion between ministerial and non-ministerial officers is quite different from 
the distinction between clerical hands and industrial hands The declara- 
tion lefcrred to does not affect the working hours or the emoluments of 
the men concerned or the applicability of the Indian Factones Act 

Holidays in the Government ojr India Press, Delhi 

331. Mr. Mukhtar Singh: (a) Is it a fact that the Home Department of 
the Government of India issued a circular No F -47/2/29-Pubho, dated 
the 7th February, 1980, recently sanctioning some more holidays for the 
Government of India Secretariat and Attached Offices? 

(b) Is not the Government of India Press, Delhi, an attached office? 

(c) Has the circular been sent to the said Press ^ 

(d) If not, where is it being delated, and why? 

(e) Is it not a fact that b> this delay, the. Press has already been 
deprived of a few holulavs since the circular issued? 

(f) Are Government prepared to see that holidays sanctioned for Attach- 
ed Offices and observed m the office of the Controller of Printing and 
Stationery are given to the Pi ess also^ 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) Yes 

(b) to (/) The question of the applicabilit;y of the orders to the 
eni])iovee& of the G(jvernment of India Press, Delhi is at present under 
the consideration of Government 

Late Hours at the Government of India Press Delhi 

332. Mr. Mukhtar Singh (a) Is it a fact that ever\ \cai some men 
are compelled to come to office at 10 a m for Princes Conteience work 
and are made to work up to 11 p.m. m the Delhi Press‘d 

(b) Is it not a fact that manv protests v\cre made to the Manager, 
without jiry\ effect*’ 

(c) Is it not also a fact that no special concession is allowed to men 
working so late at night? 

(d) Do Government propose to stop the practice and compel no men to 
attend office at any other time than the usual attendance time? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra. (a) During the few da\s 
the Chamber of Princes is in session at Delhi, a few men are usually 
booked to attend at 10 a.m. in connection vith the printing of the proceed- 
ings 

(/)) \o representations have been made to the Manager m this connec- 
tion 

(o) Men working late at night are paid overtime at special rates 

(d) Government do not consider it necessarv to issue any orders on 
the subject 

Allowances op Readers of Government Presses. 

333. Mr. Mukhtar Singh: (a) Will Government please state why acting 
aHbWanc( is not given to readei-s of Government Presses except the bead 
readers ? 
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(b) Is there no difference of responsibility between first, seoond and 
press readings? 

(<;) Is it not a fact that the Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra, 
in re^y to a question of Mr S C Mitra last year, admitted that because 
of this difference in responsibility, so many grades have been kept? 

(d) Is it not a fact that some readers of the Government of India Press, 
Delhi, have recently been shown as acting and are being given the acting 
allowance by order of the Controller? 

(e) Will Government please explain how this has been done? 

(/) Are Government piepared to sanction such allowances to readers 
whenever any vacancy occurs or a man goes on leave? If not, why not*^ 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) and (b). The atten- 
tion of the Honourable Member is invited to the reply given by me on 
the 8rd April, 1929, to part (c) of Mr S C Mitra s unstarred question 

453 

(r) The Honoiusble Mernbei is presumably referring to the reply given 
by me on the 30th Jnnuarv, 1920, to part (a) of Mr S C Mitra 's 
•starred question No 274 In comparing the duties of readers and revi- 
sers I stated that the responsibilities of a reader vary according to the 
grade in which he is employed 

(d) No 

(c) Does not arise 

(/) No Because no such allowance is admissible under the Funda- 
mental Rules in this case 


Formation of a Separate Province of Kanarese-speaking People 

334, Rao Bahadur B* L. Patll* (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state whether representations have been received by the Government of 
India regarding the formation of a separate Province of all the Kanarese- 
speaking terntones now distnbutcd between more than one administrative 
unit ? 

(b) Are Government aware that the Nehru Comtoittee appointed by 
the All-Parties Conference, 1928, held that a prima facte case was made 
out for unification and formation of Knrnatak as a separate Province? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state whether the Bntish Kamatak 
Association submitted its memorandum to the Simon Commission and to 
the Simon Committee of Botoiba\ on this subject? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) and (6) The replies are m the 
affirmative 

(c) Government have no information 

Reckonino of Trade Unions as Public Institutions 

335. Pandit HUakantha Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether the Trade Unions, registered under the Trade Unions Act; are 
reckoned as public institutions? If not, why not? 

(b) If they are reckoned as public institutions, ^\yhat facihties do Gov- 
ernment provide them for their smooth working/ 
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(c) Are they required to pay court feeg in litigations and in other 
matters m which the assistance of the Court is sought by the Unions? 

The Honourable Sir Bbupendra Hath Xitra; (a) A registered trade 
union IS not a public institution in the sense that it affects or belongs to 
thc' State or to the community at large 

(6) Does not arise 

(c) As far as I am aware a registered trade union enjoys no special pnvi- 
legc in regard to the payment of court fees 

Welfare Committees and the Bengal and North Western Railway- 
men’s Association 

336. Pandit Nilakantha Das: (a) When was the Bengal and North 
Western Railwaymen’s Association started and when the Staff Welfare 
Committees on that Railway? 

(6) Is it a fact that in the Bengal and North Western Railway, an officer 
of high rank performs the functions of the President and another works 
as Secretary of the Welfare Committees? If so, what is the principle 
underlying this piactice^ 

(c) Were men among subordinate rank not available for hlling up these 
offices? 

{(1) How many meetings of these Committees were held during the 
}ear ending the Slst March, 1929, and how many meetings of the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Bengal and North Western Railwav men’s Associa- 
tion were held during the same period? 

ie) Will Government be pleased to lay on tabic, a copv of the constitu- 
tion of the Welfare Committees of the Bengal and North Western Railwav 
and another of the Bengal and North Western Eailw’aymen’s Association 
It not, why not? 

Mr. A. A, L. Parsons: I have called for mfuimation from the Agent of 
the Railway and will communicate with the Honourable Member wffien it 
is leceived 

Future Administration of the Bengal and North Western Railway. 

337. Pandit Hilakantha Das: (a) Has attention of Government been 
drawn to a resolution passed at the Jhana Session of the All-India Con- 
gress held in December, 1928 and printed at page 68 of Appendix of the 
“Report and the Congress Constitution of the All-India Trade Union Con- 
gress, Ninth Session, 1928”, urging upon the Government of India to take 
over charge of the Bengal and North Western Railwav Administration 
as soon as its present contract with Government expires on the Slst Dec- 
ember, 1932, in view of deplorable condition of the subordinate staff on the 
said Railwav? 

(h) If repK to part (a) be in affirmative, will Government please state 
w’hether the said resolution has been recorded for consideration when the 
question, regarding its future Rdminiatration, comes for final consideration 
in 1931 ? If their attention has not bean draw'n to the resolution, are Gov- 
ernment prepared to call for a copy of it? If not, why not? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (q) and (b). Government are in possession of 
a copy of the resolution referred to. 



UNSTAEKBD QUESTIONS AND ANSWEKS 2611- 

Cost of Watch and Wabd Staff on Oomf any-managed Railways. 

338. Pandit Nilakantha Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether the payment for “watch and ward*’ on the Company-managed, 
railways is borne, in India, out of the Government revenue? 

(b) If so, what have they to spend for it on the Bengal and North- 
Western Railway per annum 

(c) How many watchmen aie employed on this Railway and what la 
their wage? 

(d) Are there any other staff? If so, what is their position and how 
much has the Company to incur per month? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) ^es the charge is met from railway reve- 
nues 

(b) Between Rs 75,000 and 80,000 

(c) and (d) Go\ eminent lune no information 


Recognition of Unions by the Railways. 

339. Pandit Nilakantha Dae: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 

Ihe number, title and address ot the unions of t'le railw^ay employees and 
of their officers'^ 

(6) How many unions of the luihvav emplovees are registered under 
the Trade Union Act and how many out of them are recognised by the 
Agent of the Railway^ 

(() Which of their unions are not recognised and what are the reasons 
for their non-recognition? 

(d) What steps Government propose to take to have recognised the un- 
ite (jgnised union ^ 

(O W'hat facilities aie provided to the unions by the Agent for orga- 
nisation of the railway employees ^ 

{{) (i) Do railway authorities deduct fioin tlu^ wages of members, the* 
subscription due to recognised unions? (ii) Are the officers of such unions 
given passes to travel free in older to organise staff on ttic line? (in) Are 
the correspondence between the unions and their members and their pub- 
lications earned over the respective railwave free of charge? (iv) Do the 
Railway authorities provide such facilities to the institutes of their em- 
ployees^ If so, why do they not provide these facilities to the Unions? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a), (t), Hrst part of (c) and (e) A statement 
giving the information required has been placed in the Library of the 
House 

Second part of (c) and (d) The recognition of railway unions has been 
left to the Agents of railways and Government do not propose to call 
for the reasons why recognition has been withheM from particular unions 
or to take any steps to have all or any particular unions recognised 

if) (i), (n) and (iii) No 

(iv) Institute subscriptions are recovered through the medium of salary 
bills. Information in regard to the other points is not available 

It is not proposed to extend to Railway Unions concessiont sdlowed to 
Railway Institutes as the two organisations are different in character. 
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Rhsolution passed at the Trade Unioe Congress at Jharia 

340. Pandit Hilakantha Das: (a) Has the atteDtion of Gk^vemmenfc 
been drawn to resolution No 53, passed at the ninth session of the All-India 
Trade Union Congress, at Jhana, m December, 1928, and pnnted at page 
53 of appendix of the Report and Constitution of the Congress of the same 
year? 

(h) (i) If so, do Government propose to investigate the allegations and 
-claims contained m the said resolution? (ii) If not, why not? 

(c) If their attention has not been drawn to it, do Government propose 
to ohtam a fop\ of the said resolution for then coi.sideration ^ If not, \vh\ 
not? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Yes 

(6) No, but I would like to point out that a s,v«?tematic examination is 
being made of the suitabilitv of the rates of pav of the lower paid estab- 
lishments of railways 

(c) Does not anse 

Supply of Information previously asked for 

341. Pandit Nllakantha Das: With reference to the reply given to 
unstarred question No 349 on the 18th of March, 1929, will Government 
'he pleased to state whether they were able to obtain the cutting referred 
to in the question? If so, what action were Government pleased to take*’ 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The answer to the first part of the question is 
m the athrmative 

As ri'gards the second part, I would invite attent'on to the replv given 
o’l the 201 !i Januarv, ]03(), to question No 52 bv Khan Bahadur Sarfanz 
Hussain Khan 

Supply of Information previously asked ior 

342. Pandit Nllakantha Das: With reference to the reply given to 
unstarred question No 336 on the 18th March, 1929, will Government be 
pleased to state whethei thev propose to answer the second part of mv 
-question? If not, why not? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: A replv was given to the second part of the 
quest H)n to wduch I undersland the Honourable Member to refer 

Supply of Information pRBviotrSLY asked for 

343. Pandit Nllakantha Das: With reference to the reply given to 
unstarred question No 841 on the 18th March, 1929, wrill Government be 
pleased to state whether they propose to obtain the solicited information? 
If not wh\ not? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Government are not prepared to call for the in- 
formation as it cannot be procured without an expenditure of time and 
labour that would be entireh incommensurate with the value of the 
results obtained 

Supply of Information previously asked for 

344. Pandit KtUkantha Das: (a) With reference to unstarred question 
No 347 and the r^y given to it on the IflWi March, 1929, will Government 
he pleased to state if they propose to obtain the required information? If 
viot, why not? 



IT? STABBED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


tilt 

(b) If they propose to obtain the information, are Oovenunent prepared 
to obtain the figures that stood on anv of the days before the 6tb March, 
1920 ? 

Mr* A. A. L. Paargons: (a) Government are not prepared to call for 
the information as it cannot be procured without an expenditure of time 
and labour that would be entirely incommensurate with the *value of the 
results obtained 

(6) Does not arise 

Punishment inflicted on the Accused in the Bhatni Train Oolltscon 
346 Pand%t Kilakantha Das: (a) With reference to the reply given 
to unstarred question No 340 on the 18th March, 1929, will Government 
be pleased to state what punishment has been inflicted upon the accused 
In the Bhatni tram collision case? 

(b) Is it a fact that they w'ere d'smissed from their service before their 
prosecution 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) The Jemadar has been sentenced to eighteen 
months rigorous imprisonment w^ith a fine of fiftv lupees The Assistant 
Btation Master and pointsmen have been acquitted The three men have 
been dismissed from the rnilw'av service 
(b) Yes 


THE COTTON TEXTILE INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL 

Mr. President* The Hou«e will now resume tuidher consideration of 
the amendments moved Mi Shanmukham Chettv* and Pandit ^ladan 
Mohan Malavi\a+ on the 27th Maich 1030 

Pandit Madan Mohan MaJaviya (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions Non- 
12 N N ^luhammadan Rural) Mr President, when the Assembh 
rose yesterdav, T was drawing the attention of the House 
to the situation created bj the persistent refusal of the Government 


♦“ In sub clause (i) of olauae 2, for the proposed Item No 156 A , the following be 
substituted 

* 166-A. Cotton piece goods (other ttan fents 
of not mere than nine yards in length) — 

(a) plain grey, that is, not bipached or dyed 
in the piece, if imported m pieces which 
either are without woven headings or 
contain any length of more than nine 
yards which is not divided by transver<=e 
woven headings ; 

(i) of British manufacture 


(u) not of British manufacture 


(b) Others — 

(i) of British manufacture 
(ii) not of Britu:h manufacture 


Ad valorem 16 per cent* or 8| 
annas per pound 
whichever is hif^r. 

Ad valoTMi 20 per omt. or 84 
annas per pound, 
whichever ie higher. 

Ad valorem 10 per cent. 

Ad valorem 20 per cent *. " 


t‘Tn snb-clanse (I) of caluse 2, for the proposed Item No 156-A, the following be 
BubsUtuted . 


‘I56*A. Ootton piece-goods 


Ad valorem 15 per cent or 3|r 
annas per pouimC 
whichever is hi^er 
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of India to lay on the table of this House the letter or cablegram 
which the Government of India addressed m the first instance to 
the Secretary of State m connection with their proposalb for taxation 
for this year, and I was going to say that the Government have 
not the courage to lay it before the House because it seemed to 
me that they were aware that, if the letter w'as laid before the 
House, it could not support the position which they have taken up, and 
that on the contrary, it would lend support to the contentions whrch we 
are placin^T before this House This \ievv is confirmed by the answers 
y/hich the Honourable the Finance Member gave \estoidav to some )t 
my questions The position which has arisen in the debate is this, that 
the Government of India have agreed — at anv rate, the\ ha\e not disputed 
the correctness of the pn^pomtuai — that when thev sent up their piopo- 
sals of taxation in the fii'=^t instance to His AfajestN ’s Secntaiv of State 
lor Ind a there were two jiroposals among them ulating to cotton piece- 
goods, namel\ , <in Inclea'^e fu^ni 11 per cent to 15 per cent m the gen- 
eral revenue dut\ and of .‘U annas pei Ib on plain {.rev goods as a pro- 
tective diitv Rut on m\ asking him w’hy it was that, on the receipt of 
the messai'e from Hs Afaiestv’s Government, he decided to raise the 
duty to 20 per cent on all non British cotton goods with a minimum of 
3^ annas per lb on ])lam gre\ goods, the Honourable Sir George Schuster 
told us something wdiicli tliiows some 1 ght on the situation Ho said 

“The question of putting up the duty to something highei than 15 pei cent had 
ahNRva be<u under consideiation e\ei since the deputation of the millowners interviewed 
my llonourahlo collen<^ue and the Acting Finance Member at the time on the Pth of 
December The claim on behalf of the millowners had aUvaNS been for a protective 
duty of 20 per cent The Go eninient x>f India’s difficulty anos to find justification for 
imposing an all round duty of 20 pei cent , and it had always been m the minds of 
the Government of India that it vould be easier if they could find some principle of dis- 
crimination which would aAoid this \eiv heavy burden on consumeis, by putting a duty 
on to a large quantitv of goods uhuh could not, within the period undei contemplation, 
be manufactuied by Indian nulls It was the difficulty of finding that principle of dis- 
crimination which had prevented Goxernment from being able to satisfy themselves 
that they were justified in imposing a duty of 20 per cent “ 

This makes it quite clear that the Government of India felt from an 
early stage, after tlie 8th of December, that the deniend of the mjllowaeis 
of Bombay m particular and of Tnd’a in genera] for . 20 per cent all round 
duty on imports of cotton gtxxls was a leasonabh one It w'as not a 
demand which could be dismissed as obvioiisJv iinpist And thoug;h the 
Government of India, in their first proposals, did not have the courage to 
put forward any such proposal as we understand, m the darkness wh^ch 
has been created and maintained Py them by keepmg back the corres- 
pondence from us, thev still had that fact present m their mind Their 
conscience was still stinging them that they had not given that much pro- 
tection to the Bombay industry that it deserved in the circumstances 
They w'ere conscious that, having raised the rupee ratio to 1« 6d , they 
bad indicted a loss of 12J per cent upon the mdustr\, and had presented 
a bonus of 12^ per cent to every foreign manufacturer who sends his 
fOodB to India Being conscious of that fact, thev felt all the time 
that they had not done enough justice to the millowners of Bombav 
But they could not see their way how to solve the difficulty It is here 
that the letter which we have asked for and which has not been produced, 
would probably throw some light But I am sorry we have to depend 
upon conjectures In the circumstances my conjecture is that, if that 
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letter were la^d on the table, it would show that the Government of India 
did asseit, m their correspondence with iHis Majestj^’a Government, 
that the demand of the millowners for a 20 per cent, all round duty was 
not an unreasonable demand, and that therefore they had to find some 
excuse for not accepting it If the letter, I submit, were laid on the 
table, it would support this view tint the Government of India did say, 
in that correspondence, that the demand of the millowners for a ^ 
per cent all round duty was not unreasonable This view is supported 
Dy the answ'er which the Honourable <he Finance Atembei gave yesterday 
He says that, from the 8th December onward, the demand of the mill- 
owners for a 20 per cent all round duty was alw'a\ s present to his mind 
He was always thinking how to accept that demand and what to do in 
the circumstances He had before his mind the pictuie of Lancashire ris- 
ing in rebellion and throwing out of office the Government m power As 
the Honourable Sir George Rainy reminded us yesteidav, the British Gov- 
ernment had been put in jeopardv on two prey ous occasions in con- 
nection with Indian cotton duties The Government were \er\ much per- 
plexed and did not know what to do Thev could not think of agree- 
ing to a 20 per cent all round dutv on al) imported cotton goods be- 
cause that would bring them face to face wnth Lancashire, and Lancashire 
has been more pow^eiful m the chequered and unhappy history of India’s 
relations with England than any other single interest Lancashire could 
not be opposed, and therefore the\ could not think and could not muster 
up courage enough to do justice to the Bombay mill industry by proposing 
a dut\ of 20 per cent on all cotton goods 

Sir Hugh Oocke (Bombay European) May I ask the Honourable 
the Pandit wLether, in his view , putting Lancashire aside, it would have 
been a good thing for the Indian consumer to pay this 20 per cent 
duty all round 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: Yes, and I will answer that question 
in detail later on Now, Sir, the Honourable Sir George Schuster made 
U very clear in. the answers which he was good enough to give to mv 
questions, that the Government dd all dong feel that something more 
than 15 per cent of general revenue duty and 3| annas per pound of 
protective dutv was needed to give protection to the Bombay industr\ 
If so, I entirely agree with the Mew that the Bombay industry needs 
full 20 per cent todav Not onlv that, ut needs more And if we had 
it in our power, we would give that protection to the Bombay mdustri 
today Let there be no misundei«;inndinp on that point But the 
Government w^uld not make up then mi nd to put forward such a pro 
poeal for the dread of Lancashire What did they do’’ They sent 
up the proposals which w^ere all that the} could use up to in the situa- 
tion And when His Majesty’s Goiernment drew aitentuon, as thev were 
bound to do, because His Majesty’s Government consists of English 
patriots, to the probable serious effect of those proposals on the Lanca 
shire cotton industry, the Government of India put forward their new 
proposals of preference to United Kingdom goods Our friends on the 
other side are also patriots, and not the less so bv reason of their being 
members of the Government of Tnd-a I was rather taken aback bv 
Bir George Rainy fightmg shy of asserting that position. It would have 
been perfectly straightforward to get up and say that they have the 
interests of their own country at heart, and that therefore they h^ put 
forward the proposal that thev il d ft is depk^rahle that, while we 
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have been associated with this Government for such a long time, we have 
not learnt to practise the same amount of patriotism But the reason is 
obvious Subordination to a foreign Government n the greatest curse 
that can fall upon any nation (Hear, hear ) It destroys the manhood m 
the people and it affects their moral fibre to a terrible extent A foreign 
oureaucratic government is a body wmch corrupts the people over whom 
it exercises its power, its patronage and its influence Its very presence 
has a corrupting influence 

But, Sir, to come back to mv pomt, the Goveinment did not put for- 
ward an all-round 20 per cent duty uecause the\ could not face the 
wrath of Lancashire I am asked by mv Honourable friend, Sir Hugh 
Cocke, would it not inflict a very be<ivy burden on the consumer if an 
ail-round 20 per cent duty was imposed*^ That is the one plea urged bv 
the Ho-nourable the Finance Member and the Honourable the Commerce 
Member in offering such weak justiflcatJou as they have been able to 
offer for not imposmg a 20 per cent duty all-round Let us exaimne it 
I think, 8ir, I can claim that every libre of mv soul Jives in sympathy with 
my people- Their happiness has been the happiness of my ideals and 
theif sorrows have been the sorrows of my life I am naturally anxious 
that not a Single iota of burden should be hud u|Km the people where it 
IS not justifiable in the circumstances I will be the last person to 

say that, without coinpellmg necessity, five per cent more duty should 
be placed upon the consumer of cloth than ns proposed by the Govern- 
ment But why do I say still that I am prepared to support it^ It 
IS for very good reason This wicked system of Government which is 
conducted on principles which take no accoimt of justice or reason and 
18 most extravagant is a cui’se The salaries paid are intolerably high 
Public expenditure has been maintained at an extremely high level m 
spite of protests of the people Time after time, whenever the Gov- 
ernment have been under the necessity of finding more money, with very 
few exceptions they have resorted to fresh taxation Even in this year 
when there is any amount of unemployment and suffering m the land, 
Government have quietly imposed taxation of over five crores upon the 
people, and, what is most galling, with the support of a certain number 
of elected Members of this House Why, then, Sn, do I still support 
the proposal? Because it w^ould enable a great national mdustry, thje 
second in importance m this country, this great cotton mdustry of 
India, to stand upon its legs, to find that shelter and protection from 
foreign industries and from foreign manufacturers which it so sorely needs, 
and because upon all principles of protection such a course would 
be justifiable If we put on a five per cent extra duty on all foreign 
imports, the consumer undoubtedly pays it, be suffers for the time He 
wall have to pay an extra amount of two annas per dhoti or more, but 
he will pay with the feeling that he feeds his own national mdustry, and 
that when the national industry grows after a time, it will shut out all 
foreign manufactures and recapture the wlw>le home market (Hear, hear ) 
It used to supply that market until 1840. and even until 1880 to a large 
extent It was by the deliberate wicked policy of the British Guv 
ernment that the oottou Mndustry of Ii^ia was destroyed Even today it 
is the action of England which la hurting that industry, and therefore, if 
a 20 per cent all-round dut\ was imposed upon all cotton goods, it would 
protect the Indian indu8tr\^ and the Indian industry, m spite of all the 
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nonsense that has been talked about the efiiciency of foreigners being 
superior to that of Indians, wil] }et be able to show what Indians can 
acoornplish In the past no people in the world showed greater skill and 
greater industry m the production of cotton gpods than Indians. India 
stood supreme amon? all the nations of the world iii her cotton manufac- 
tiires, and I ho<pe to live and see in the near future, that the critics, 
of Indian industry wjill acknowledge that the Indian is not less efficient 
ov less industrious than any of his fellowmen in anv other part of the 
world But we want to gne it the protection and assistance it needs 
Wo want to give it time to breathe so th it it inav hve and grow, and 
that time will come if there is a 20 per cent duty, or even a little 
more, socuied to the Indian manufacturer No doubt, Sn the burden 
on tho consumer will be great for a time, but whatever burden he be\rs, 
he will bear to contribute to the development of the Indian cotton industry. 

It IS idle to think of this great industiy as it it was a private 
pioperty belonging to individuals or gmuoo This industiy is a property 
belonging to the body politic of the nation as a w'hole It is idle io 
tell me that one of my fingers is an isolated entity The five fingers 
of my hand constitute my hand, and so every national industiy is like ft 
finger of the body politic, and if you cut off one, you weaken the whole 
and if you cut off two, you disable the whole still further. 
Therefore every industry, w^hich is a national industry, deserves 
the protection of the government of the country We 
have the example of other nations While England talked of free 
trade when it suited it, England also imposed very heavy import duties 
when it suited it I do not want to go into past histo^ , it has been 
repeated ad nauseam We know England imposed very heavy duties on 
Indian goods when it suited it to do so England compelled India to 
take off duties on cotton imports when it suited her, to enable her to 
send her goods more freely to India England now wants to take ad- 
vantage of the position of dominance which she has acquired over 
India, a wrongful position, a position morally utterly unjustifiable., and 
taking advantage of that position, Englimd wants to impose a burden 
upon India in favour of her own manufacturers at a time when India is 
utterly impoveiished Australia has flourished by high tariff walls, 
Canada and the United States of America and many other countries 
of the woild hav,e built up their national industnes under the protection ot 
high tariff walls On the contrary, Sir, I gneve to say that there is no 
country m any part of the world where such injustice has been done to 
the national industnes, particularly fo the national cotton industry, as 
has been done m India under thf' British Government Australians 
were not fools , the Canadians were not fools , the people of the United 
States of America were not fools , when thev imposed heavy import duties ; 
and after willm^^y and deliberately bearing the heavy burden which those 
duties imposed they had the satisfacfion of finding that their national 
industries stood upon their legs, and so they are prosperous now. There- 
fore, Sir, if a higher duty is to be paid by the consumer to help a nation- 
al indigenous industry, it is justifiable to impose such a duty In all 
discussions about protection, one obvious thing that has to be remembered 
18 that protection ig justified only because it wiH help a national indige- 
nous industry If a national indigenous industry can be benefited by 
protection, it ought to be given If a national industry cannot be bene- 
fited by protection, there is no justification for compeUmg the consumer 
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^to pay one pice more for an article than what he can get it for from a 
free market It is clear, therefore, Sir, that if a duty ot 20 per cent 
all-round were imposed, it would benefit the national cotton industry and 
will be justified 

But we are asked, why select the cotton industry for a heavy duty? 
\\hy not let the burden of taxation be distributed over other commodities, 
as has actually been done in this year’s Budget It will be said the 
Honouiable the Finance Member has been very considerate in one res- 
pect, that he felt perhaps oppressed with the thought that, v\hile higher 
duties were being levied from the poor, the rich should escape beanng 
tlicii share of the burden, and that therefore he has tried to distnbute 
the burden m the way he has done He has raised the income-tax — 
Yes, but along with that has he not also imposed the silver dutj, a dut\ 
which falls undoubtedly heavily upon the poor, a duty for which there 
IB no justification unless the money raised by it were to be set apart by 
the free consent of the representatives of the people foi some beneficial 
purpose, to help the people of the country He expects to raise from 
the silver duty about one crore of rupees, while others think that two crores 
of rupees will be raised by it, and he has also imposed a duty on oil, which 
Will bnng in a large amount vNhioh also the poor man has to pn\ If there- 
fore he had decided to raise the cotton import dut\ to 20 per cent all- 
round, the poor man m India would have paid through cotton goods alone, 
and in that oiise it would not have been necessary to impose a duty on 
silver, or a duty on oil, which the poorest of the poor use The higher 
duty on cotton goods could be justified if there was need for such a hea\\ 
addition to the expenditure of the countr\ , to the taxation oi 

the country If you raised the duty to 20 pei ernt, it is 

obvious that the burden would still have to be borne by the people, 

but the other burdens and the other injuries inflicted upon them would 

have been avoided That has not been done 

Now, Sir, what is the situation m which the proposal to impose this 
duty has been presented, and what iwe our objections to it^ Our first ob- 
jection to it 18 that, either the Government of India were right m thinking 
that Bombay needs more protection or they weie not If they were 
right — as I say they were — m thinking that Bomba\ needs more 
protection, they should have agreed to the proposal of the 
Bombay raillowners to impose a 20 per cent duty all round There is 
even now an amendment before the House, of which notice has been given 
bv my Honourable friend Munshi Iswar Sairan If they are even now^ 
prepared to do justice to the Bombay millowmer, Government can agree 
to that amendment, and I venture to say that a large body of Members 
on this side of the House will support Gkivemment in that proposal if 
they will only have the courage and the justice to accept it But our 
difhculty 18 that Government are not willing to accept it, and it is this 
situation that we find ourselves face to face wath in this House Our 
objection to the proposals of Govemxnont is now clear We are for a 
uniform rate of import duty on all cotton imports We do not want that 
there should be any discrimination and preference introduced in this 
matter Munshi Iswar Saran's amendment and mv amendment both 
secure a uniform rate and both avoid discrimination and preference Let 
Government accept either And here, Sir, we are face to face with an- 
other situation which is most painful and most humiliating Government 
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Members, the Hoaourable the Finance Member and the Honourable 
the Commerce Member, have both made it plain, they have not concealed 
it, that their proposal does mvolve preference to the goods of the United 
&ngdom They have put it clearly, the Schedule shows it, their pro- 
posal shows it, they have made no secret of it What the Finance Mem- 
ber, in his careful speech, said was “We do not ask the Assembly at 
this stage to commit itself to the pnnciple of Imperial Preference*’. 
That 18 all that he said He never concealed that there was preference 
in his proposal to British goods He said “We do not ask the Assembly 
at this stage to commit itself to the pnnciple of Impenal Preference 
But we put forward a particular proposal, which no doubt gives pre- 
ference to Bntish goods, hut we do not ask the Assembly to adopt a 
policy or pnnciple of Imperial Preference “ But I am grieved to think 
that that has led some of my friends to rack then brains to find out 

S imenta to support the idea, the absurd and untenable idea, that there 
o preference to British goods involved in the proposals of Govern- 
t Sir, the sadde'it part of the story is that men of education, men 
who understand the English language and use it with great ability, should 
tiy to find out pleas and excuses for apologising on behalf of Govern- 
ment that they have not introduced any preference to the United JCingdom 
goods m this Bill Government Members have the dignity not to adopt 
such a course Thev tell you that it is preference to the goods of the 
United Kingdom, and it should be obvious to the meanest understanding 
that it 18 so Still we have had many speeches and much argument 
m this House to try to lead us to think that there w'as no preference 
to United Kingdom goods involved in this matter 

Now, Sir, what ig the justification for such preference? A great deal 
of discussion has taken place as to what preference is I thought the 
matter was made very clear when I drew attention to t^e Fiscal Com- 
mission's Beport The Fiscal Commission said 

“Preference mean^ that jfooda fiom one oi more favoured countries paj duty at a 
rate lower than the general rate ” 

Obviously, the goods of the United Kingdom are to pay duty at a 
lower rate That is preference clear and simple, and yet very ela- 
borate efforts have been made to persuade us that there is no preference 
to Bntish goods involved in the Bill Now, Sir, preference can be justi- 
fied only when it is to the benefit of the country which gives the pre- 
ference to another country My Honourable friends, the Finance Mem- 
ber and the Commerce Member, have not been able to show how it is to 
the advantage of India to give this preference to the United Kmgdom 
goods so far as economic mterests are concerned My Honourable friend, 
Mr Chetty, who has disappomted some of his fellow-workers by the atti- 
tude he has taken up on this occasion, said that there was an economic 
benefit to be had. He wanted an economic benefit, others wanted a 
political benefit But in considering the question of preference to the 
goods of particular oountrv, the first thing to consider is the economic 
benefit Hang all your politics if my people are going to die of star- 
vation. What 19 the good of talking of a l^und Table Conference and 
a constitution which will come into existence after they have been gather- 
ed to their forefathers? You have to protect the interests of the people 
^holiv© today, and the interests of the people who live today, demand 
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that, unless >ou are giving them some quid pro quo for what you are 
taking out of the poor, you have no right to lay >our hands upon their 
little income or property And what is the economic benefit which is 
piomised to the Indian taxpayer by this preference to British goods*' 
The economic benefit has been explained by my Honourable friend Mr. 
Birla , it would be the presentation by the Indian taxpayers to the British 
manufacturer of 2 to 2^ crores of rupees every year for the next three 
years I thought that the Honiqurahle the Commerce Member would 
feel that it wag his duty to controvert that statement and, if it was not 
correct, to give the Assembly a correct estimate of the amount which 
Lancashire would gain from India by this proposal Two and a quarter 
crores a year for three years was the estimate of a man of business who 
understands his business I submit, Sir, that is economic benefit to 
Lancashire and loss to India But that is not all Jaj^an is a competitor 
with Lancashire in cotton goods in India India also is a humble com- 
petitor The Indian cotton industry has been subjected to many 
handicaps, but by reason of that virtue of efficient and economic manage- 
ment, faulty though it is — and I am not less anxious than any of my 
Honourable friends on this side that that management should be improv- 
ed until, it beats the management of industry m every other part of 
the world — still due to such management as Indians have been able to 
show, this cotton industry has sto(^ its ground so long But the larger 
competition now is between Lancashire and Japan Lancashire has had 
a long run and has had practically a monopoly of the Indian market 
for a very long period I can well understand the pain which every lover 
of Ills country must feel in England at the trade of Lancashire being 
reduced or lost I can very well understand their anxiety that it should 
not be lost or reduced But when Englishmen take up the service of 
India and take the oath of allegiance to the King of England who is the Em- 
peror of India, I expect that they will put the interests of India first and 
foremost in all considerations which affect the relations between the two 
countries, and in that view what Englishman can sa^ that the Indian 
cotton mdustry has injured the trade of England in a matenal degree 
during the last five jears? The competition has been between Lanca- 
shire and Japan Under only one head Lancashire has lost 34 million 
yards m the last five years, and Japan has gained 33 million yards m 
the same penod India has not added very much to her own production 
Therefore, the competition is betweeii Lancashire and Japan The jnn- 
ciple of protection is therefore absolutely put out of court Lancashire 
18 not a nascent indigenous industry of India Lancashire is an old 
well-established industry of England, perhaps having the premier posi- 
tion in the world There is certainly no cotton industry of an equal stand- 
i.ng in any other part of the world that I know of So well estab- 
lished, having practically a monopoly of this huge market of 320 millions, 
if Lancashire has failed to keep the position which she had so long en- 
joyed, that 18 not to the credit of Lancashire If the Japanese, who have 
built up their industry during the last few years, have been able to 
take away so much ground froni Lanoaahira^ it must be due t6 the more 
efficient management, more economic mana^ment by the Japanese of 
their mills Lancashire should therefore look within itself for an explana- 
tion to understand the situation It is rich enough to afford to spend 
a couple of crore of rupees for a few years. It is nch enough to 
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spend much more than that m order to maintain its position in com- 
petition with another country But what justification can there be for 
Lancashire asking the poor Indian consumer to bear a loss of two orores and 
a quarter every year, in order that Lancashire should recover some of the 
lost ground from Japan or that it should not suffer a greater loss? I can- 
not understand, Sir, how anybody with any sense of fairness can put 
forward a proposition like this and defend it*? I cannot understand it 
Now, Sir, there is another very important fact which I want the 
Assembly to remember If India were a free country, India could not dis- 
criminate against- Japan England dare not discriminate against Japan 
today by imposing any import duty on Japanese goods going into England 
at a higher rate than it imposes upon the goods of any othei country In 
ternational obligations make it impossible for England to do that, and if 
India were a free country tomorrow, India would not be able to discriminate 
against Japan England is taking advantage of our dependence on her, upon 
our position being subordinate to her, to inflict this wrong upon India and 
to inflict this wrong upon Japan England is taking advantage of our 
position I should not say England I am very sorr^ if in my remarks on 
this question I used the word “England ' and thus accused the people 
of England of a wrong attitude on the question before us I wish my 
remarks to apply to the Government of India, because I have no reason to 
think that the English people have countenanced the proposals of the Gov 
ernment of India Our quarrel is the more painful, because the Members of 
the Government of India, being in the service of India, have put forward a 
proposal which inflicts a serious wrong upon hei people I wish, Sir, to 
use a phrase used yesterday by Sir George Eainy I think, talking of the 
convention he said that, if the Government were bound to accept the view 
of the Assembly it would be an intolerable position The position m which 
the Assembly is placed is truly intolerable and I hope the Government 
of India will yet recognise that the situation demands a reconsideration 
I have heard the Honourable the Commerce Member cxpiess the attitude 
of the Government m verv clear determined words But I do not feel 
daunted by that fact in asking the Government still to reconsider the 
matter, and, Sir, if they are willing to do so, we make two offers to them. 
Either they agree to impose a 20 per cent duty all round on all cotton piece- 
goods imported into this country and T venture to say that the House 
will, by an overwhelming majority, lend support to this proposal, or they 
agree to the amendment which I have put forward, which also imposes a 
uniform rate on all goods imported into this country, though it secures a 
little less to Bombay, somewhat less in some matters onlv, than the pro- 
posals of the Government, but it is equally free from the taint of dis- 
crimination against any particular country or countnes 

Now, Sir, I wish the Assemblv clearly to understand that I have been 
driven to this amendment which I have put forward because of the situa- 
tion created by the Government If the Government would, even now be 
willing to agree to a 20 per cent all round duty, I have said, and I re^at 
it, I will support it But when we found the Government unwilling to do 
so, we put our heads together and have put forward the best proposal that 
we thought could be made in the situation And let me say here in support 
of what my Honourable friend Mr J^eogy said, that it is extremely un- 
fortunate that a Bill of the importance of the Bill before us has not been 
referred to a Select Committee If it were, all the facts and the figures 
produced from either side could be very fully tested, and it would have 
been possible to put forward proposals which could be communicated, if 
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the Gk>vernment so desired, to His Maje 8 t ;^’8 Government aleo for their 
approval, and which they could have laid before the Government of India 
as a whole with the authority of the Select Committee 

Mr. President: Kot too late yet 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya : True, Sir Only there is a feeling of 
despaii xiow long is this unequal fight to be maintained? Our numbers 
are weak Our stamina, I grieve to saj, is veak, and there is a desire to 
escape from this situation as earlj as may be The sufferings of the 
people are not sufficiently stirring the hearts of many of*u 8 , I am sorry to 
confess, and we feel that, as there is no likelihood of the Government accept- 
ing any suggestion from us, the sooner we get away from this place, the 
better Now, Sir, if there were a Select Committee, the position w'ould 
have been much better I sav this, in addition to the reasons advanced l:'\ 
my Honourable friend, Mr Neogy, for this reason The Government of 
India have, to my mind, deteriorated very much during the last few years 
I do not know what the “Government of India” now' mean, Sir In the 
statute, the “Government of India” mean a Government consisting of so 
many Members of the Executive Council There used to be many more 
meetings of the Council, I understand, in davs gone by than there are now, 
there used to be many more despatches, some of which I have had the 
pleasure of reading, than there are now I do not know, Sir, m what way 
the present proposal was originally dealt with It is important to remem- 
ber that, even when a matter has been dealt with onlv by a Secretary to the 
Government of India, and when a matter has been disposed of "by the 
Secretary after the appioval of the Member has been obtained bv hirn, the 
decision la issued in the name of the Governor General in Council Ther»^ 
18 not the smallest indication given whether a Member of the Government 
of India was present or was consulted before a particular decision was 
arnved at And latterly there has been a frequent practice of settling 
things by cablegram between England and India the despatches of old 
some of which gave us help in discussing public questions, are becoming 
more and more rare So I do not know whether, in this matter, this 
departure from the old practice of the Government of India has been to 
our advantage I dare not pry into the secrets of the Government of India, 

I have not sought to meet any Member of the Government of India in 
connection with this question If they have their secrets to keep, w'e have 
our own self-respect also to keep But I do not know in what position this 
matter has been before the Government of India, and whether all the 
views expressed in this Assembly from the time when the Bill was intro- 
duced have been discussed bv the Members of the Government of India 
and if they have been, I should like to know w^hat opinion every individual 
Member of the Government of India recorded If it has not "been done, 
the responaibilitv for not doing it lies upon the Members of the Government 
of India If it has been done, there should be no hesitation on the part of 
the Government of India m letting us know how the matter has stood 
Sir, my complaint becomes therefore the stronger that the matter was not 
mf erred to a Select Committee, because, if the matter were referred to a 
Select Committee, the pros and cons of it would have been weighed, and 
fwssiMv, m that Select Committee, the Honourable the Commerce and 
the Honourable the Einslnce Member, who are the keepers of i;he oon- 
soi^ce 01 the Government of India In this matter, might have felt the 
justice of listening to the recommendations of the Select Committee Hislfc 
has not been done, and so Sir this Bill coines before thi« ?fa 
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present form, for which the procedure of a Select Committee, which has 
been provided m the Government of India Act has not been 
available We have to explain our own proposals m this House, And 
I wish to explain the exact difference between the amendment wmoh I have 
put forward and the proposal of the Government of India Honourabte 
Members are aware, Sir, that the Government of India hav^ accepted the 
amendment which has been moved by my Honourable friend Mr Shai^u- 
kham Chetty Some Members are very grateful to the Government of India 
for what they have done I am also grateful to the Government of India, 
for we must be thankful for small mercies, however small the mercies 
be But what virtue have they shown in accepting that amendment? Phe 
questions which I have put and the answers which I have got have made it 
clear that what is now Mr Chetty ’s amendment was the original proposal 
of the Government when it went up to the Secretary of State Why the 
Government of India did not put that original proposal in the Bill which 
they mtroduced m this House has not been explained. Wfts it becausd 
they wanted to keep that up their sleeve m order that, if there were some 
Members m this House, who are not statesman-like, who insisted on fighting 
on this question of preference to English goods, the Government rmght 
make a concession by agreeing to an amendment like Mt Ch^ty s? Hut, 
however that may be, for that reason the Government cannot claim any 
virtue for having accepted the amendment of Mr Shanmukham Chetty, 
because it is part of their own original proposal communicated to His 
Majesty’s Government But how far have I advanced the position? I 
confess to my regret that I have not done very much by my amendment for 
rescuing the consumers of this country from what amounts to a heavy 
burden in the circumstances of the case, but my proposal goes beyond 
Mr Shanmukham Chetty’s m this Mr Shanmukham Chetty’s proposal is 
that there should be a duty of 15 per cent or 3J annas per pound wj^ch- 
ever is higher on all plain grey goods That is part of his proposal If that 
were the only proposal which Mr Shanmukham Chetty had made, he and 
I would have been very much closer to each other, as we used to be in the 
past and, as I hope, we may yet be in future, but he proposes to limit this 
duty to goods of British manufacture only, and has gone on to propose a 
duty of 20 per cent or 3^ annas per pound whichever is higher, against 
plain grey goods not of British manufacture He has also proposed a dis- 
criminating duty of 15 and 20 per cent on goods of Bntish and non-British 
manufacture 1 have avoided all discrimination and have proposed a uni- 
form duty of 15 per cent or 8^ annas per pound whichever is higher against 
all cotton goods imported into this country That is the difference between 
the proposal of my Honourable fnend and mine Government have ex- 
pressed their willingness to accept Mr Shanmukham Chetty’s amendment. 
That fiunendment of my friend means that there would be a duty of 8% 
annas per pound on only plain grey goods of British manufacture. But 
there are Enghsh cotton piece goods other than plain grey goods which 
come into this country I do not see any justification for exempting them 
from the operation of the duty There is an idea that these other bordered 
or coloured goods, as they are called, particularly large quantities of 
dhotis which are imported from lisncashire, do not compete with the 
Indian product But my Honourable fnend,-^liC|r^ Ohanshyam Has Birla, 
has shown that that is not the correct position Bet me quote his own 
words He said 

*'I ppopom to Uy on the table, for mepection bv this Boiue, eampleo o# dboii* 
which ^Jl^w tb*t thore are dhotie imported f rom Man<*wl« m very large qnanhtig 
made out of finer counU and vet they compete with dhoHa of oowier oounte laade m 
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India The reason la obvious The Manchester dhoti, slthouigh very inferior so far 
as durability is concerned, is sold at Rs 2 per pair, while the Indian made dhoti, 
although nearly 100 per cent more durable than the Manchester dhoti, is sold at 
Rs 2-O-0 or Rs 2 7-0 per pair ” "In a country where poverty is lampant,” my frtend 
w£iit on to add, "and the poor have got to live on two annas per day, it is not at all 
suiprising that a man prefers to buy a cloth which 19 far less durable, merely because 
It 18 a little cheaper, than a similar cloth which is far more durable but slightly dearer 
Dhotis from Manchester do compete therefore with Indian goods, and if you allow 
this to continue, you will have, on the figures quoted by Mr Shanmukham Chetty, a 
keen competition gom® on against not only the products of the Bombay mills, but 
against the products of our Indian mills " 

Is there any justification for exempting these dhotis, these coloured and 
bordered goods from the duty? Is there any justification for this dis- 
crimination? I submit not Therefore my amendment seeks that there 
should be one uniform duty on all cotton goods imported into India An'd 
I cannot see any reason why the Government should not accept this amend- 
ment 

Now, Sir, the Government ought to think piimarily of the interests ^f 
the consumer, and if you allow so much of competition to go on with the 
products of the Indian mills, the result must be disastrous to India, and I 
beg the House further to consider in what insidious way this will work 
against our owm industry At present, owing to the competition from 
Japan and England, pnces are kept at a certain level The Japanese 
sell their things cheap I do not know if they are always good, nor can 
I saj that the English goods are always good now' There was a time 
when they used to be, but opinions differ now It is said the concern of 
the Lancashire manufacturer is not that he should suppl} goods which 
would he durable but goods which are cheap w'hich the poor man is attract- 
ed to buj . The Japanese have tried I 0 lower their pnces, and they have 
qecured a market in India Lancashire must reduce its prices in order to 
compote with the Japanese It w'ould be bound to, and the result will he 
that Indian consumers will purchase these foreign cloths at a cheaper price 
than they will do otherwise In such a situation what does the Government 
proposal mean? It means this The Government say, “We shall not allow 
this to go on This has gone on for five years to the detriment of Lanca- 
shire We shall shut out the Japanese by raising a tanff wall against them 
6 per cent higher than against British goods" Now, what do we give to 
the Lancashire people? We give them the advantage of a 5 per cent 
lower dut\ , and thej bring in their goods ifi a larger quantiU , they practi- 
cally secure a monopoly of the Indian market and they will then raise their 
prices 

Mr. President; Order, order, I think the Honourable Member needs 
some rest before he proceeds further 

The Assembly then adjourned for Luni^ till a Quarter Past Tw'o of the 
Clock 


I’he Assembly re- assembled after Lufich at Twenty Minutes Past Two 
of the Clock, M'r President in the Chair 


Mr, President; I think the Honourable the Leader of the Oppositbn 
should have set a better example 1 hope he realises that he has incurred 
the displeasure of the Chair 



THE COTTON TEXTILE INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL 


2625 


Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: I am sorry, Sir I apologise to the 
'Chair My health is unfortunateh bad at this juncture I apologise not 
only to the Chair but also to all the Members of the House foi being late 

I have pointed out, Sir, the difference between the amendment of my 
Honourable friend, Mr Chettj, and mine, and I hope I have given suffi- 
oient reasons to the House to appreciate that difference I do nob under- 
stand why the Government ^vho are willing to give the higher protection to 
the Indian cotton industry should be unwilling to give the somewhat lower 
protection that I am asking for If their solicitude for the Bombay industry 
IS genuine, I cannot understand why when thej are prepared to give the 
larger protection of their present proposals, they object to give the somewhat 
lesser protection that I am pleading for My difficulty is not with the 
Government alone M\ difficulty is with my old colleagues also I am 
grieved to find that, placed in the situation in which 
we find oui selves, m\ Bombay friends in particular and many other 
friends m the As'^embly are acting under a sense of coercion, of the terrD- 
risation which the Government have adopted It is a most unusual course, 

H course unprecedented in the history of legislation, even in this country 
T have knowm occasions, and you will, Sir, remember one very important 
occasion, the passage of the Rowlatt Bill through the Imperial Legislative 
Council, w’hen m the teeth of protests of all Indian Members of the Council 
the Government carried the Bill through But even on that occasion the 
Government did not start by telling the Council that, com© what may, how- 
ever strong, earnest and deep the opposition of the Indian Members, how- 
ever unanimous the opposition of the Indian Members, the Government 
would not listen to any suggestion for any change On this occasion the 
Government have adopted this unprecedented attitude Practically, at 
the stage of the introduction of the Bill, the Honourable the Commerce 
Member told this House that the Government were not prepared to accept 
any substantial changes in the Bill even if they were passed by a majority 
of the Members of this Assembly That, I submit, is unprecedented and 
IS indescribably wrong This expression of the opinion of the Government 
has unnerved many of my fellow Members of the Assembly. I am sOErT fio 
think that it has been so Many of m\ Bombay millowner friends and'^W 
representatives of the Bombay mill industry and other friends of the Indian 
cotton industry are acting now under the sense of this threat, which is not 
a mere threat, but a declaration of the determined view of the Government 
They are face to face w'lth this situation, that they must either accept the 
cup of milk which the Government are presenting to them, but which 
contains, even according to the opinion of those who are willing to accept 
rt, a dose of poison, or they should allow this great national industry, the 
cotton industry of India, to perish now^ and have no chance of reviving t 
submit. Sir, it is not surprising that, m +hig situation, many Honourable 
Members feel that the battle is lost before it is begun, that it is no good 
fighting, that you might as well break vour heads agamst a stone wall, 
or ttoow yourself into the burning fire, as attempt to stand between the 
aecision of the Government and the Bombay cotton industry. Many A 
Member, ^und and sensible, who has realised that Imperial Preference 
which IS being practically forced upon us is an evil he^ said “What are 
we to do? The Government are adamant, and we do not want to Wreck 
the Bombay industry" My Honourable friend, Mr Jinnah also has 
^cumbed to that situation I am gneved to think that it shoOld be so 
On another occasi^, my very esteemed friend, Mr Jmnah, and other 
mends succumbed to the proposals of Government in the matter of 
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preference to British steel I do not think there is one Member today who 
voted for it who does not realise that that was a mistake and that the 
countiy has suffered by reason*' of the attitude then taken by him Today 
we are face to face with this grave situation, and several of my friends say 
that they find themselves hopeless and helpless, because the Government 
have taken up this attitude And they ask us to tell them how we can 
save the Bombay industry if w'e oppose the proposal of the Government 
My Honourable friend, Mr. Jmnah, put a direct question to the Government 
Member, if we carry the amendment which stands in my name or any 
other amendment like it, what will be the attitude of Government? The 
Government had no hesitation in saying that, if my amendment or any of 
the three or four other amendments was carried, they would withdraw the 
Bill And, then my friends found themselves in this position, that if they 
do not accept the proposal of Government, including preference to the 
United ^Cmgdom goods, the Bombay industry stands the chance of being 
ruined In that strain many an Indian has spoken 

Far be it from me to accuse any of my fellow brethren They are acting 
as people placed in a condition of subjection to a foreign power find them- 
selves compelled to act They are acting under the coercion of this legalised 
despotism that is being carried on. (Cries of "Shame” from Non-Official 
Benches ) They have succumbed to it My Bombay friends have pleaded 
with us that we should not wreck the Bill I have myself received telegrams 
and representations from many quarters, mostly from Bombay , imploring 
me not to wreck the Bill ancf not to wreck the Bombay cotton industry 
Some fnends have gone to the length of reminding me what I owe them 
gratitude for many favours done to me in the past They subscribed 
munificently to the Hindu University of Benares when I went to Bomba v 
to ask for their help, and they also subscribed munificently to the Tilak 
Swaraj Fund when Mahatma Gandhi asked for the Fund the support of 
the country I am a human being, and I grieve to think that I should be 
acting in opposition to the wishes and opinions of friends who have been 
friends to me for twenty-five, thirty or more years, that I am acting m 
opposftipn to the wishes of those who are carrying on this great cotton 
industry under very difficult circumstances But I would be false to myself 
and to my God if I allowed the interests of the Hindu University or any 
other interest to stand between me and the interests of my country 
(Loud Non-Offioiai Applause ) If it were necessary to sacrifice a hundred 
Hindu Universities, I hope God will give me the strength to sacrifice them 
without any hesitation and not to sacrifice the interests of my country 
(Loud Applause ) I hope my Bombay friends will realise that I am not 
acting m a light-hearted fashion. I have weighed all the consequences, and 

I find that, while the proposals of Government will give them a temporary 
relief, an apparent relief, there is that insidious poison of the bounty to 
Lancashire which will in the long run, work disaster to the Bombay industry 
and to the industry of India I realise that, to present a bonus of 2^^ crores. 
or something hke it, to a well and long-established industry like that of 
Lanoa^ire at this juncture, to enable it to secure the whole of the Indian 
market will be to hand over that market for a long time to oooie to 
Lanoaamm. I realise that that would mean that the Bombay industry 
would not be able to stand tfie competition of Lancashire for any length 
ot time. I want Bombay to live , I wsynt the Bombay industry to live, but 

II It 18 necessary for me to choose between my country and sacrifii^g the 
Bombay industry, I will have no besitniion in sacnflcmg it at the altSyr ol 
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country as a whole (Loud Non-Official Applause ) My country is my 
first concern and my last concern Bombay cannot live if India perishes. 
Bombay cannot prosper if India is impoverished, and degraded and if there 
IS depiession all over the land Toda\, Bombay is still producmg a very 
large quantity of cotton goods, but does it fin’d a market for them? Do 
the Indian manufacturers find a market for all the quantity of cloth that 
the> produce? They cannot, the\ do not 'll the Indian people are im- 
poverished, no industry can prospei Am I to forget, am I to overlook this 
important view, this large view, and succumb to the fears which have taken 
possession of the hearts of my Bombay friends? I fear that if this Bill 
is passed, the Boniba\ industry \m 11 find to its cost that it cannot stand the 
competition of Lancashire after the reorganisation which is going on there, 
and Bombay will rue the day when it offered its support and pressed us to 
support the Bill of Government 

Now, Sir, this being the position, what is the duty that lies upon us 
at this juncture? Our duty is clear In matters economic, we must look 
straight to the reality of things We find our indigenous industry is 
exposed to competition and to danger Our duty is to find what 
amount of protection it needs, and to give that protection 
with open eves, remembering that, whatever protection is given 
to an indigenous industry, re-circulates among the people It is like w’ater 
sent out into a garden, it plants, it supports and nourishes every plant 
and every tree m the garden, but if the w^ater of a garden is drawn up 
by the scorching ra\& of foreign administration and showered upon a distant 
land, then the land from w^hich it has been drawn must inevitably suffer 
(Hear, hear ) We do not think it right that any protection which we should 
offer should redound to the advantage of anv one except the people of the 
country who will make the sacrifice involved in giving that protection 
(Hear, hear ) The consumers of India who are asked to bear the burden 
of the higher duty are entitled to know whether, in our judgment, it is 
nght to impose that burden upon them The example of many foreign 
countries tells us what is the right course to pursue m the modern condi- 
tions of life to protect the cotton industries of our country That being 
so, wffiat IS the attitude w^e should adopt at this moment, with this declara- 
tion of the Government, with this prospect of the Bill being wrecked if 
we carry this amendment‘s I ask my Honourable friends in all humility 
and in all love to cast off fear from their minds, to dare to be right, to 
dare to be just (Hear, hear) and to trust in the justice of God to help 
us and win our cause What is this Government? What is the power of 
this Government before the power of the Supreme Euler who rules over 
the Universe? Let everybody m the world know that this Government of 
India, as it is called, taking advantage, taking mean advantage of the 
situation (Hear, hear) in which we find ourselves, offers us a Qpp of milk 
in which there is a big drop of poison, and I implore you to have the good 
sense to refuse to take that milk, and to insist that we shall have a pure 
and clear cup of milk by reason of our birthright ae the people of this 
great country (Hear, hear ) Accept my amendment, if it appeals to you 
as the right amendment Present it to Government, let the Government 
then take the responsibility of rejecting the proposal which is passed by 
a mejonty of this Assembly Let them take that responsibility, let the 
world know the reality of thmga, and I venture to say that the Government 
^1 tremble m tbeir shoes a long while before| ^ey decide to reject the 
apinion of the majority of the elected Members of this feouse (Hear, bear ) 
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If they do so, there are other means open to j^ou I have been asked, 
"Whet about the loss to Bombay while jou are indulging m 3/ our 
putrioiisirr^" My submission is, there will be very little loss to Bombay, 
it Bombay has the support of the whole country Every honest, honour- 
able man, ever) honest Indian should take a ^ow that he shall not use a 
bit of English cloth if this Bill is passed There is such a thing as the 
people of a country and the Government of India do not compare, are not 
worth mentioning in comparison with the great people of this country, if 
their indignation is roused against a measure passed in this Assembly with 
the help of official votes against the opinions of the elected representatives 
of the people That is the help which vou can render to the Bombay 
industry I do not want. I do not wish that Bombay should antagonise 
the rest ot India, that the people should feel that, owing to the fears enter- 
tained by some friends in Bomba\, and those who are representing them 
here, the elected Members of this Assembly voted a sum of 2^ crores a 
year to Lancashire Do not let that feeling go throughout the length and 
breadth ot India It will hurt Bombay much more than the measure 
which the Government are giving it will help For this reason I ask every 
elected Member of this Assembly to support mv amendment and to piesent 
it to the Government 

Now, Sir, I am reminded at this stage of the attitude which the Govern- 
ment have taken regard to the convention of fiscal autonomy The 
exposition of the fiscal autonomy convention, I am told, made by the 
Honourable the Commerce Member yesterday leaves no room tor me to 
discuss this question I am told, I am w^asting my breath and incurring 
great nsk in. doing so Perhaps, I am, but while there is breath in me, 
let me protest with all the stiength I can command against the impudent 
olaiiti put forward by the Honourable the Commeiee Member that the 
Government of India, acting b} themselves, without the agreement of 
this Assembl}, can practically decide what taxation shall be imposed upon 
the people (Shame ) The Government of India said, this convention 
means this, that j'ou have got Dominion Status m fiscal matters, but 
not Dominion Government, that the initiative must ahvavs rest with the 
executive Government, a proposition which nobodv will question, that if 
the initiative taken by the Government is accepted bv the Assembly, there 
IS harmonv, but if it does not meet with the acceptance of this Assemblv , 
then the Government are the masters of the situation in the sense that 
they can withdraw the proposal that they have made and leav e the country 
and the industry or interest concerned to perish That thev have that 
power, and they tell you that thev are prepared to exercise that power, 
thev are determined to exercise that power, that they will withdraw the 
Bill if the Assembly does not accept the proposal thev have put forward 
This IS dictation of the w^orst kind I have read or heard of in an> country’s 
history We are asked practically to register the decree of the executive 
Government Whatever our sentiments, whatever our judgments, how- 
ever strong our grounds for opposing it, we must either accept what they 
give us or see one of our great national industries perish Is that the 
convention? Does the Honourable Member seriously think, in his heart 
of hearts, that that la the spirit of the fiscal autonomy convention’ I say, 
he cannot The moment he realises, the implications of it, he must recoil 
from the position he has taken up The fiscal autonomy convention, said 
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the Honourable the Commerce Member, is a reahty, it is not a sham 
i say, yes, it is a reality, and because it is a reahty, we want to prove it 
a reality, and if you do not accept the verdict of the majority of the 
Assembly, you will have proved that \our assertion is not correct. 
This is the position If you accept the verdict of the msjonty of this 
Assembly, you will prove that it is a reahty Wh^t is that convention? 
The Secretary of State used to exercise the power of superintendence, 
control and direction m that matter of taxation, as in other matters in 
India until the fiscal convention was established But when the reforms 
were introduced, there w^as a Joint Select Committee of Parliament ap- 
pointed That Joint Select Committee considered the question and laid 
down a very simple nnd clear proposition 1 wish, with \our permission, 
Bir, to read again a passage which has been read twice before in this House, 
but it 18 very important to draw attention to its language The Joint 
Belect Committee said in discussing clause 83 

“The Committee have .given most caiefiil consideration to the relations of the 
Secretary of State with the Government of India, and through it with the Provincial 
Governments In the relations of the Secretary of State with the Governor General m 
Council the Committee are not of opinion that any statutory change can be made, so 
long as the Governor General remains responsible to Parliament, but m practice the 
conventions whichl now govern these relations may wisely be modified to meet fresh 
ciicumstances caused by the creation of a Legislative Assembly with a large elected 
majoiity In the exercise of his responsibility to Parliament which he cannot delegate 
to any one else, the Secretary of State may reasonably consider that only m exceptional 
circumstances should he be called upon to intervene in matters of purely Indian 
interest where the Government and the Legislature of India are in agreement 

“This examination of the general proposition leads inevitably to the consideration 
of one special case of ncn intervention Nothing 's more likely to endanger the good 
relations between India and Great Britain than a belief that India’s fiscal policy la 
dictated from Whitehall in the interests of the trade of Great Britain That such a 
belief exists at the moment there can be no doubt That there onght to be no room 
for it in the future is equally clear India’s position in the Imperial Conference opened 
the door to negotiation between India and the rest of the Empire, but negotiation 
without power to legislate is likely to remain ineffective A satisfactory solution of the 
question can only be guaranteed bv the grant of liberty to the Government of India 
to devise those tariff arrangements v/hich seem best fitted to India’s needs as an integral 
portion of the British Empire It cannot be .guaranteed by statute without limiting 
the ultimate power of Parliament to control the administration of India, and without 
limiting the power of veto which rests in the Crown , and neither of these limitations 
finds a place in any of the statutes in the British Empire It can only therefore be 
assured by an acknowled^ent of a convention Whatever be the right fiscal policy for 
India, for the needs of her consumers as well as ipr her manufcictarers, it is quite 
clear that she should have the same liberty to consider her interests as Great Britain, 
Australis, New Zealand, Canada and South Africa In the opinion of the Committee, 
therefore, the Secretary of State should, as far as possible, avoid interference on this 
subject when the Government of India and its Legislature are in agreement, and they 
think that his intervent.on, when it does take place, should be limited to safeguarding 
the international obligations of the Empire or anv fiscal arrangements within the Empire 
to which His Majesty’s Government is a party “ 

May I ask the attention of the House to the very important points that 
are mentioned m this recommendation of the Joint Select Committee? 
The Legislature and the Government are to be m agreement and the opinion 
of the Legislature, \ihich has been created with a large elected majority, 
is to be respected We are reminded that the only question to be deter- 
mined 18 what is m the best interests of the consumers in India as well 
as of the manufacturers in India, and they sav that India should have 
the same liberty to considei her interests as Great Britain, Australia, 
Canada, New 2^aland, and South Africa But says the Honourable the 
Commerce Member, ‘*You have got Dominion Status here, but you have 
6ot got Dominion Government^' If we bad Dmninion Government, would 
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the Noble Lords and the other members of the Joint Select Committee 
have been so foolish as to waste their time and trouble over writing this 
paragraph ? Where was the necessity for this recommendation of the 
Joint Select committee if Dominion Government had been established m 
fuir^ It 18 because we have not got Dominion Government, they pointed 
out that, m this matter of fiscal autonomy, Dominion Status should come 
into action, and that is a view which le supported further by what Lord 
Crewe’s Committee had recommended My Honourable friend, Mr Neogy, 
arew the attention of the House to two passages m that Report which are 
of great importance in this connection They said in paragraph 16 

“In examination of the Budget, and in criticism of general administration, the 
Legislative Assembly can express its views only t»y means of resolutions and these 
wifi continue to be advisory in character without legal sanction Government may 
accept a resolution either because they agree at the outset or because they decide to 
defer to the opinion of the Assembly Where for any reasons reference to the Secre- 
tary of State IS considered necesssary, we recommend that a joint decision of the 
Government of India and a majority of the non official Members of the Assembly 
reached by discussion of a resolution should be given the same degree of authority as 
similar decisions on legislative proposals and that the principle we have stated in 
paragraph 15 should be applied in this case also “ 

I invite the attention of the House to the words, “A joint decision of 
the Go\ eminent of India and a majonty of the non-official Members q^f 
the Assemblv” upon which the Comnmttee laid stress Paragiaph 15 
referred to above runs as follows 

“In normal cases where legislation comes before the Secretary of State it must 
already have received the assent of the Governor General and must have been passed 
bv a majonty of votes in the Council of State and in the Legislative Assembly But 
in as much as theie is a substantial official vote “ 

beg every Honourable Member of the House to note these words — 

“But in as much as there is a substantial official vote m the latter body" (the 
Legislative Assembly)- “and normally an offical majority m the former’* (the Council 
of State), “it follows that the measure has not necessarily the support of a majority 
of the non official Members m either Chamber “ 

Ihey say with reference to a mCvasure which has been passed both bv 
the Legislative Assembly and the Council of State, that it has not neces- 
sarily the support of a majority of nou-official Members in either Chamber 
And they go on to 

“In order, therefore, to give proper emphasas to the legislative authority of the 
Assembly, we recommend that whenever legislation has the support of a majority of 
the non official Members of the Legislative Assembly, assent should be refused only 
in cases in which the Secretary of State feels that his responsibility for the 
peace, order and good government of India, or paramount considerations of Impenal 
policy require him to secure reconsideration of the matter at issue bv the Legislative 
Assemblv ’’ « =, 

You have it clearly laid down by Lord Crewe’s Committee that, in all 
such matters, what you ha've to look for is the support of a majonty of 
the non-official Members of the Legislative Assembly. Now, Sir, m the 
face of this very clear and authontative proposition, laid down by Lord 
Crewe a Committee, how is the Honourable the Commerce Member justified 
in telling this House that, even if this House passes an amendment by 
a majority oi the votes of this House, the Government will not adopt it? 
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Recently Sir, the Honourable the Commerce Member also referred to the 
•tatemeiit made by the Seoretarj of State that Domimon Status was 
already in motion and has been in practice for ten years. Even now, while 
this discussion has been going on in this House, we have a statement 
cabled to us from London in \\hich Mr Wedgewood Benn is reported to 
have said 

“In answer to a question bv Sir William Davison whether Government had approved 
of the Government of India’s proposal, in view of its opposition to preferential tariffs 
Mr Wedgewood Benn stated, ‘I am called upon to piotect the fiscal rights of India 
which I intend to do 

“Mr Hammersley suggested that there had been a change of policy” (in reaj^t 
of Mr Chetty’a amendment) “since representations were made, but Government had 
taken no steps 

Mr Benn replied that the Cabinet’s considered views wer^ sent by telegram on the 
7th February, to the Goveinment of India The> had to have regard to the established 
rights of India and the Assembly in these matters ” 

“The established and indisputable rights of India and the Assembly 
m these matters’ What are these rights except those that I have drawn 
your attention to m the recommendations of the Crewe's Committee and 
the Joint Select Committee*' Sir, I cannot understand how the Govern- 
ment of India imagine that their position m this case is anything different 
from what has been laid down here The reality of the fiscal autonomy 
convention demands that, tiiough the initiative for putting forward pro* 
posaib of a legislative character, particularly proposals of taxation, rests 
with the Goveinment of India, as it rests with the executive m every 
country, once the pioposuls have been laid before the Assembly the Govern- 
ment ot India should cousidei themselves bound to defer to the opinion 
of this House, even though it has not been laid down by the statute, 
because this convention ha^ bten established to prevent a dead-loci^ arising 
on such an occasion Sir, I submit that m the cablegrams, which were 
exchanged between the Governrnent of India and His Majesty's Govern- 
ment, that was the position which was present to the mind of the Gov- 
ernment ot India, because in one of the cablegrams, the Gov- 
ernment of India cleaily said that they would solicit the most free consent 
of the Legislature on their pioposal, and thev repeated, m two places, that 
the final decision must rest with the Legislative Assembly I submit, 
therefore, Sir, that this matter requiies clearing up, and that the Govern- 
ment of India ought to recognise that 

The Honourable Sir George Ramy (Member for Commerce and Rail- 
ways) I apologise to the Honourable Member for interrupting My ccw- 
lection 18 purely verbal The exact phrase used is, “The most free 
expression of opinion” 

Mr. President: And the final decision will rest wifh the Assembly 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I understood that the Honourable 
Pandit used the words “free consent” 

Pandit Ka<Hn ICohan Malavlya : I thank the Hotfourable the Com- 
merce Member- They say 

“We desire to make it clear that m a matter of tins Wnd, idter frankly stating 
Our case, we shouM 'desire to solicit the most free ^presa^ of opinion from the 
LegMbitdre with whmh the final decision must test/* 
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1 thank my Honourable fnend for the correction But it leaves the 

3pm position quite ag strong ag it was before Por, the words used 
are, “The most free expression of opinion from the Legislature 
with whom the final decision must rest”, must rest (Hear, hear ) I ask 
for nothing more than that the Government of India should act up ta 
i\hat they stated in this cablegram (Hear, hear ) In this connection I 
may invite the attention of the Government of India again to the opimon 
expressed by the majority of the Fiscal Commission In paragraph 262,. 
the Majority of the Fiscal Commission say 

' We lecognise thet the queijtiou of Impeiial Preference is one which can only be 
determined in accordance with Indian opinion , and that the Indian view can be 

ascei tamed by reference to the Council of State and the Legislative Assembly, without 

whose free consent no such policy can be adopted ” 

It IS from this ’passage that I took the words “free consent”, and I 
am sure that the Honourable the Commerce Member will not refuse to 
these words of the Fiscal Commission the same weight that he would 
attach to the words used by the Government of India m their cablegram 

to the Secretary of State Now, Sir, I submit that, in view of all to 

which I have draivn attention, the Government of India should adopt the 
correct position in this matter which is this The Government of India, 
as the executive Government, initiate proposals We have not 'the pojver 
to do that, nor do we claim that we have Once the proposals have been 
luid before this Assembly, in the very language used by the Government 
of India in their cablegram, thc\ should solicit the most free expression of 
opinion of this Assembly and remember that, with this Assembly, the 
final decision must rest That, I submit, is the convention which has 
been established If it were otherwise, it will come to this Mv Hon- 
ouiable friend, the Commerce Member, in discussing to whom the Gov- 
ernment of India w’ere responsible, said the previous consultation with 
the Secretary of State was of course to be had But after that, the final 
decision as to what proposal it will place before this Legislature rested 
with the Government of India I do not quarrel with my Honourable 
fnend for that statement I concede that the final decision as to what 
proposals the Government of India will place before the Legislature rests 
w'ith the Government of India But I say that, bejond that, once that 
has been done, in the language used by the Government of India them- 
selves in the cablegram, the most free expression of opinion of this 
Assembly should be solicited and the final decision must rest with the 
Assembly But, said the Honourable the Commerce Member, if accord- 
ing to the sense of responsibility they owe for the administration of this 
country, the Government of India cannot acceipt it, they are not to be 
forced to do so 

I submit, Sir, that on this occasion, having dealt with the theoretical 
aspect of it. having discussed the principle of the fiscal convention, I ap- 
peal to every Member of this House and the Government to consider 
w’hat the situation at present is I am not asking the House to pronounce 
a verdict on that question I am taking the facts as they are The 
Government of India have put forward a proposal for giving a certain 
measure of iprotection, say, X to the Bombay cotton industry or the 
Indian cotton industry If the Assembly ask for X 4 -I measure of 
protection, I can understand the Government of India saying, ‘'This is 
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more than ^\e have decided to give, \vhat we think it right to agree to give, 
and we cannot aggree to it” But if the Assembly asks for X — 1 can 
anybody say that the Government of India will be nght in refusing to- 
accept the decision of the Assembly, when it does not ask them to go 
beyond their own decision, but asks them to agree to something less than, 
they have decided upon'’ That is the proposal I put before the Govern- 
ment and the Assembly The Government of India have proposed a 
2(J per cent dut} with a minimum of 3^ annas per pound on plain grey 
goods from outside the United Kingdom, and a 15 per cent or 3J Bumas- 
per lb on plain grey from the United Kmgdom My proposal is a 15 per 
cent all round, with a minimum of 3^ annas per pound whichever is 
higher Will ancbody try to persuade himself or others that my proposal 
IS less than the proposal of the Government of India? Or will anybody 
try to persuade us that a part is greater than the w^hole in this instance? 
If we asked the Government of India to agree to something which was 
beyond what they had proposed, I could understand them saying, "In 
the discharge of the responsibility which we hold accordmg to our light 
lests upon us, we cannot agree to it”, but when it is something less that 
18 suggested, wath wliat justification can the Government of India say,. 
“Even if you pass it b\ a majority, we shall not accept the proposal, but 
will withdraw the Bill” I «;iibmit, Sir, this position is utterly untenable 
It cannot be justified bv any canon of reason or justice If the Govern- 
ment would look at the matter m this clear light, there should be no 
difficulty on their side in accepting my amendment But, Sir, my words 
are too feeble to find acceptance from the Govermnent The Govern- 
ment Member lias expounded the view of the Government of India as tO' 
what this fiscal autonomy convention is He has told us, Sir, that the Gov- 
ernemenl of India have framed their proposals, and when there is no agree- 
ment betw'een them and the Legislature, the Government of India can^ 
But accept any of the many proposals which are before the Assembly, 
because the Government of India cannot divest themselves of the respon- 
sibility which rests upon them Those are the words used by the Hon- 
ourable the Commerce Member “We cannot divest ourselves of this 
responsibility, it wull be an abnegation of its functions by Government 

Mr. M. R. Jayakar (Bombay City Non-Muhammadan Urban) May 
I know, Sir, on a point of information, whether the view which was enun- 
ciated bv the Honourable the Commerce Member as regards the inter- 
jrretaticn of the fiscal convention is the view of the entire Government of 
India, and if so, whether it has the approval of the Secretary of State? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: As I explained to the House yester- 
day, all I can say is that that is the view which the Government of India 
take of this convention 

Mr. M. R. Jayakar: Has it secured the approval of the Secretary of 
State? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: There is every reason to think so, 
Sir 

Pandit Madaa Mohan Malaviya: I am surprised, Sir, at the answer 
which the Honourable the Commerce Member has given In view of the 
cable which I drew attention to a httle while ago, I find it difficult to re- 
concfle the Honourable the Commerce Member's statement with ^he- 
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report published by the cable, in which it is stated that Mr Wedgewood 
Benn stated, in answer to a question m the Bbuse of Commons, on the 
subject of the Indian cotton duties, that he had never suggested preferen- 
tial treatment for goods from Bntam, the suggestion originated in India 
Then he went on to sa}, “I am called upon to protect the fiscal nghts of 
India which I intend to do", and he said they had to ha\e regard to the 
established and indisputable rights of India and the Assembly in these 
mutt (18 When, Sir, Mr Wedgewood Benn said that he nas called upon 
to iprotect the fiscal rights of India, which he intends to do, I thought 
there was some room left, some ray of hope left, that, if the Government 
of India and the Assembly differed, the matter might be referred to the 
Secretary of State and that he might, by the grace of Providence, be 
inspired to act justly to India But the statement of the Honourable the 
Commerce Member would seem to show, either that this report was 
incorrect, or that he had received some further communication, since this 
report wa^ published from the Secretary of State, vihich justified him m 
making the statement which he has made If he has, it is only fair to 
this House that he should let us know 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: No, Sir, I have had no further 
communication 

Pandit Hadan Hohan Malaviya: Then, I submit. Sir, probably the 
House will agree with me, that the Honourable the Commerce Member 
IS not justified in saying that he has reason to think that his view has the 
approval of the Secretary of State But, Sir, this raises a ver\ import- 
ant question to which I invite your attention This House is called upon 
to legislate, to pass this Bill, ^hich is before the House, into law The 
statute 18 silent as to what is to be done in a matter like this The Joint 
Select Committee’s Beport and the Creue Committee’s Beport have made 
it clear and the Fiscal Commission have made it clear that the decision 
must rest with the Government of India, acting m agreement with the 
majority of the non-officia! Members of the Assembh The Honourable 
the Commerce Member has given this Assembly his own interpretation of 
this convention I have endeavoured, in mv humble way, to place my 
interpretation of this convention before this House, other Members before 
me have tried to do that You, Sir, preside over this Assembly This 
18 a matter of such supreme importance to the people of this country, 
that I must appeal to you to decide and to give a ruling to this Assembly 
on this very important question which involves a most important issue 
I beg you to help us by an expression of your considered opinion as the 
Speaker of this Assembly, as the President of this Assembly, whether, in 
view of all that has been placed before this Assembly bv the Government 
Members, the Honourable the Commerce Member and the Honourable 
the Finance Member, and ourselves on this side of the 
House, whether the mterpretation put, by the Honourable Sir George 
Bainy on the convention is correct and consistent tvith the recent declara- 
tion of the Secretary of State I would also request you, Sir, to give us 
a clear guidance, bv a ruling, whether the "attitude, taken Up by the Gov- 
ernment that they have not an open mind m regard to my amendment, 
that, if that or any other amendinefit deferred to by Biem is accepted 
by the House, they will not turth^#Mceed with tlie Bill; is consistent 
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With the fiscal autonomy convention And lastly, Sur, whether the offi- 
cial and nominated Members are entitled to record their votes on a 
«on on this Bill I have put these propositions before you. Sir, because, 
in the state of opinion that now prevails on either side of the fiouiie, it 
IS impossible for many Members to come to a clear conclusion ae to the 
rights of this House and of the Government in regard to this matter. So 
far as the last proposition is concerned, whether the official and nommated 
Members are entitled to record their votes on a division on this Bill, I 
beg you to give us your guidance on this matter, because, from the 
language used m Lord Crewe’s Committee's Beport it is clear that what 
that Committee recommended was that a matter like this should be 
decided by a majority of the votes of the non-official Meinbers of the 
Assembly. They foresaw, Sir, that with an elected majority with a iw 
number of official Members m this Assembly and a mapnty of official 
and nominated Members in the Council of State, a position like this was 
likely to arise That position has arisen The only solution which the 
Honourable the Commerce Member suggested was th^ establishment of 
Dominion Government. 

The Honourable the Commerce Mlember said there was Dominion 
Status m action, but there was no Dominion Government m existence, 
and if WG are to wait according to his mtenpretation, we must wait until 
we get Domimon Government m existence here, until then we should bo 
at the mercy of the Government of India m regard to any proposal for 
the relief of anv industry, however urgently protection may be needed. 
Is that the position, Sir? Have we to be entirely at the mercy of the 
executive Government, even when the majonty of the Assembly supports 
the major part of the proposal of the Government and asks for only a 
little variation from it, or are the Government bound, under such ctreum- 
stances, to defer to the opinion of this Assembly, to SKjCept their verdict 
for a change in their 'proposals so long as it does not exce^, at any rate, 
the original proposals put forward bv them? These are questions, Sir, 
which I beg vou to consider and to help the House with your opinion on 
them I do not think, Sir, at this stage, I can usefully take up smy mora 
time of the House I feel that it is very important that, m a matter 
like this, the Assemblv should have the benefit of your considered opinion 
to guide it in the dark situation in which it has the misfortune to find 
itself 

Sir Hari Singh Qonr; (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions Ncwi-Muham- 
madsn) Sir, there are one or two observations 

Mr. President: I would like the Honourable Member to confine him*^ 
self to the points raised by the Honourable Pandit, 

Sir Hart Singh Oonr: That is exactlv the point, Sit, upon t^diioh I 
propose to address the House There are one or two obs^artons which 
haye fallen from the Honourable the Commerce Membsgr against which 
this House must distinctly and empbaticaHv enter its protest Th» Honour* 
able the Commerce Member is reported to have silld—- I give you his 
ipio^ima nfifba. He says this • 

**Tjf M' C^ivtrnnii^t dnS ’Leglslatnre i)ot In sgteenMili U rk> nitUn*' 
of OvadiBa thst dMdIdok ihe pt^seitt cOniSillNitiofr 
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iKfatk these words please,-— 

**by persMAfioa one side i> won orer by other Whde therefore m the mhera of 
tariffs Indna wready pouwases Domraion fitaths, it does ndt yet poesese tha Dominion 
Constitution." 

Now, the words which the Commerce Jblember has used give away hia 
whole case. He says that, under the present constitution, it is till by 
persuasion one side or the other is won over by the other Sir, the Joint 
Parhatnentary Committee have laid it down that m the matter of fiscal 
autonomy, the Government are to act in agreement with the Legislature 
Npw, ^ ask the Coinmerce Meinber, how are the Government to act m 
fjl^fsmei^t with the Ifi^wlature when they do not consult the Legislature, 
of Mbep an open mind lo be oonvinced by the Legislature ^ I am perfectly 
prepared to admit, and my friend Pandit Malavija has conceded it, that 
the initiative should primarily rest with the Government of India, bub the 
initic^tiv© being taken, it wag the duty of the Government of India to come 
befoife this House and sa) w'e do not stand committed to this view because 
our decision must be in agreement with yours, and therefore by the only 
eonffiktutional method open to us by consultation, by compromise, it may 
be by a decision of the Select Committee, we shall come to an agreement, 
and it IB only then that the Legislature and the Government can be said 
ta have come to an agreement Now, what is the position? The Gov- 
ernment come before us and say, “We do not care what you think, much 
less do we care what you say , ail we do care is that you should agree with 
us, and if^you don't so much the worse for you" Now, that is intolerable 
No self-respectmg Legislature would for one moment tolerate it This 
position ascribes to Government a degree of infallibility which it has not 
got under the existing constitution The Honourable the Commerce 
Member. read to you the words of the Joint Parliamentary Committee, and 
you remember. Sir, 1 pointed out at the time that the crucial sentence, 
the decisive sentence, the deliberative and concludmg decision of the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee is contained in one sentence, and that sentence 
miislr be eomphed vith What is that sentence? It says 

"^atever be the right of fiscal policy for India for the needs of her consumers: 
as well as' for her manufacturers, it is <^uite clear that she should have the same liberty 
to consider her mtereats as Great Britain, Anstraha, New Zealand, Canada and South 
Africa." 

That 16 the decision Of the Joint Parliamentary Committee In the matter 
of fiscal autonomy, the Members of this House are exactly m the same 
position as Great Britain, Canada and the other self-governing countnes 
Consequently, it follows Os a matter oonstilutional necessity, that in the 
matter of fiscal autonooty, the pNk!ed 4 if©^iiid ^prndtibe of the self-govemi^r 
Dominions of the British Commonwealth must be follow'ed My friend* 
the Commerce Member asks, “But how is this possible when^w^e are 
irremovable?” I answer that question hy saying that, the mere fact that 
you are irremovable, does not take 3/0^ obligation, it does not make 
you anv the less responsible to ttiig! Hbuse T^at is the meaning of 
responsibility? In ih© case of a Mfnliter, wdio introduces an un|^pular 
measure before this House, you turn out the Minister and replace him 
In the case of an irremovable MembeiW ^ t Memher paob do is- to 
sftT, “You cannot turn me out, hut I ofMtbohatige.iny viawB, beeaus© t havp. 
got tn obey you”, and that is what the Commerce Member has got to do 
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if he wishes to respect the views ol the Joint ^Bail^lineikitipy Committee. 
There is no use and yon cannot get away from the fact that, if you are 
tp apply the analogy of the self-governing Domimons , if you are to admit, 
and the Commerce Member has admitted it, that, 90 far as th^ question 
of fiscal autonomy is concerned, India is a Dominion Within that eniall 
and nafivow compass, the constitution musf operate and ^vorjk ^ if Wo 
were a iiell-govemmg Dominion, and 1 submit, Sir, that is what the 6 ed?e« 
tary of State said, that for the last ten years the fiscal convention has 
been worked by India like a self-governing Dommion 

Now*, Sir, another point to which I want to draw your attention is this. 
1 oontend, in the first instance, that there is no incongruity between an 
irresponnble executive and the working of this convention m the spirit of 
the recommendation, may I gay the decision, of the Joint Parhamentai^ 
Committee, because both in the House of Commons and m the Houser dl 
Lords, when the Parliament Act was under discussion, it was conceded by 
responsible Ministers of the Crown that the Beport of the Joint Parlia- 
mentary Committee must be read as a part of the Act Now, that being 
the position, it raises another question of great constitutional value, oid 
it 18 this If the executive Government wanted this House to give thehr 
'*m,oat free expression of opinion", I use their own phrase, do you thizit, 
Sir, that ishis House is m a position to give its most free expression of 
opinion when Member after Member on the Treasury Benches has spoken 
and said "Either accept tins half a loaf, or you* will get nothing ht 
Is this conducive to the most free expression of opinion? I ask the Honour- 
able the Commerce Member to pause and consider If they wanted to 
concede to this House a free and unfettered expression of opinion, was 
up to them to come before us and say, "I have made no decision whatever 
on this matter I am free to decide after heanng you It may be that 
you will convince me, in w'hich case I shall be converted It may be that 
I shall convert you, m which case you and I will agree" But what is the 
position that the Government have taken up? They say, "We recognise, 
we admit, we concede that this convention is a reality We therefore 
concede that you are a Dominion, while you are deahrig with the enforce- 
ment of this convention, but at the same time, so far as we are concerned, 
we have put wax into our ears, and whatever you may say, however 
strong may be your argument, however conclusive your logic, we refuse 
to agree vvnth you unless you agree vath us, and if you don't agree with 
us, then we do not give Bombay the? protection which they so sorely need"* 
I ask any fair minded Member of this House, whethei^ on the Go^rttihent 
-Benches or on f;he Opposition Benches, if this can be characterised as 
giving to the House an opportunity for the most free expression of opinion 
Thai, I submit, is a question upon which I would hke to have a reply 
Honourable the Commerce Member. 

' 'VOW, Sir* t^ere is smother point and a very important one, deal&g as 
it does W9th this constitutional issue It has been said by the l^noWable 
tho 'Commerce Memberu-and T would give the House hfei ^xa^'wofds as 
repoetedf to thftt there iehOuld be no chance of any mistqaddrisit^^ng — 

' *'tbat would msan, (8tr Cfiorge Jtainy continuing »aid), tBat it be contended 

iiMt CbVeommelSt should, ft this lOstter, abide by the this Hous^ 

owes cq^yijflered.feply of the Ooveming^: 


1 “ 


«ei*8r thtt dt siM^t he pmmM 

f ▼•»y liW Khrt. of tb(t iRe«l 

■ 2 
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Tht Bonovrabls Sir Qsorge Bainy: May I interrupt the Honourable 
Member for a minute 7 I can give him the exact words, which were * 

"That would mean nothing leti than the abnegation of ita function by Government 
■fn a very large part of the financial ** 

Sir SUri Singh Oour: Now, mark the implication of those words that, 
“Ji we were to abide by your decision, we shall be abdicating our 
iui^ction ...” 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: I said abnegation ’’ 

Sir Ban Singh Oour: . we shall be abnegating our function m a 
large sphere of hnanciai responsibihty ’ ' Sir, that is beggmg the whole 
question What is their function? They are ascnbmg to themselves a 
function which is against the report of the Joint Parliamentary Comimttee 
He hag himself, in the previous paragraph, pointed out that, so far as this 
question of hsoal autonomy is concerned, the function is the function which 
the Government share with the Members of this Legislature Where is 
the abnegation of function? They ascribe to themselves a power and a 
privilege which, according to the interpretation on the convention by the 
JJooburable the Commerce Member himself, in the passage to which I have 
referred, he ns not entitled to I submit the function of the Government of 
india 18 a creature of the statute These functions are the functions which 
they can only discharge with due advertence to the rights and pnvileges 
and, let me add, obligations, created by the statute I have already 
pointed out that, so far as fiscal autonomy is concerned, the Government 
of India have got no right whatever to make any decision except with the 
agreement of the Legislature My friend, Mr K C Roy, tells me that 
this 18 the right in all Bills I go further In the matter of other Bills 
governed by the ordinary language of the Government of India Act, the 
powers of the executive Government in this country are larger 

Hr. PrsBldent: What are they? 

Sir HetI Singh Gour: Take for instance, the power of certification. 

Mr. Prsiident: Order, order The Honourable Member made it qmte 
clear yesterday, that when the Legislature and the Government of India 
do not agree, the convention ceases to be operative and they resume their 
powers s^gain 

Sir Harl Singh Gonr: I am just oommg to that very point I thank 
you, Sir, for drawing my attention to it My friend, Mr K O Roy, inter- 
jected a remark and said that, in the oiMmary matter of legislation, the 
Government of India have got cOxtain atatutory duties That is perfectly 
true in regard to ordinary le^slatkm. But in regard tO'this fiscal 
autonomy, there are the exceptional powers conferred upon the Indian 
Legislature, and theae powers could not be made a part of the statute, 
because the Indian Legwature could not be given the sov^^eign rights in 
all other matters, and power ot^the veto of the Gtown' could not be 
limited That, of course, you wil} find in the previous sentence The 
Honourable the Commerce Member says that, if there is any agreement 
between the executive and the^LeiSsUtuie^ in that case tlje ccm^ntio^ 
goes by the ^ard ‘Now, T beg ttTasK him this qubsllon Is there Any- 
thing in the bonvention to shoir oonventhifi^ tl otfly operative if 

and ,when the Government and the ieifltature are in s^gTeetnAnt, and ^ 
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they are not, the convention is inoperative? You cannot^ on 
a convention a power of giving yourself a right which the statute has not 
giten you < Nay more, it would create in th6 GkrteAiment df ^ India an 
autocracy unprecedented m its previous history. For while in all oth^ 
matters it is subject to the general power of supervision, direction and con* 
trol of the Secretary of State, that power is expressly withdravm when the 
Government acts on the Convention In this case the power of control 
must be deemed to be transferred to and vested in the, Legislature — i^e 
the Goveniment must be responsible to some constituted authority, and 
the Secretary of State’s power being withdrawn the power of the Indian 
Legislature necessarily comes into play. To that extent the wiH^ of the 
Legislature is paramount and the executive must submit to its decision* 

I therefore subnut with due respect to the Honourable the Commerce 
Member that m this respect the ordinary constitution cannot come into 
play because the convention must be earned out and there is absolutely 
nothing in the circumstances of the' convention, or m the mode and 
manner of its operation, or m the procedure by whicl», I® ^ jC*^fq?oed 
^hich makes it unworkable Sir, the Joint Parliamehtary Committee waa 
an expert committee They adverted to the fact that, m ordinary matters 
of legislation, the Indian Legislature had a linuted authority. Shrely, 
the Joint Parliament6uy Committee must have seen, with half an eye, 
that there was a possibility of a deadlock between the Legislature and the 
Executive if the Legislature took one view and the Executive another 
But have they adverted to it? They have They have adverted to it in 
that pregnant phrase in which they have said that we char^ the Goveni- 
ment of India to recogmse and to treat the Indian Legislature as a Parlia- 
ment and themselves as belonging to a Dommion Parliament, and give 
the Legislature the fullest opportunity to decide as to how and when and 
in what manner the convention is to be enforced Otherwise, there was 
no necessity to use this very emphatic phrase, namely, that th^ should 
have the same opportunity to consider her interest as Great Britain, 
Australia and the rest 

Diwan Ohaman Lall (West Punjab Non-Mubammadan) . How is the 
agreement to be found between the Legislature and the Executive? 

^Sir fiarl Singh Ckmr: By mutual discussion. 

Diwan Ohaman laall: By a vote of this House? 

Sir Hari Singh Goar: By consulting you and me or by persuasion by 
you and me But they have put themselves out of covirt ; ^they have tld^on 
a false step They are trying to siiow you, Mr Chaman Lall, and yoSt 

Sht, that the 4 . . • » ^ 

Mr. FlMddtitl: Both are not in the Chair. , 

Sir SIlMh Qpm: I haye been trying to ahow yoo^i flll* NM KS 

position b£ ihe Government has become intolerable bv ihe aotion ihey have 
taien of decidihg a thing before placing it before WM Hpnse* The posi* 
fSon therefore is the Very reVeVse of what was contemplated by the Joint 
Parlieunentary Committee. But let hie not digress. Another po^t ^^ch 
I lyish tp. fis 1 this. Flowing hrom the iahgt^Efj|^^we^ Joint 

Faiiiamentary Committee that we are to constitute oprselves as a Xiegisla^ 
tnre of G^t Britain^ Austrflia and the (^er GoJtfnlei, it 

foiled, as the iStohourable Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviyanas p<4ntdd dnt; 
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from Lord Qrew^’a Beport, that d you are to give this House, within the 
limited scope of decidmg her own hacidt pohey, the same righlte and pnvi- 
leges as belong to a self-governing I)oxninion<» then of&cial and nominated 
vote has no place. Have you got any ofibcisd and nominated Members of 
Parliament in England or in Australia or m Canada? 

Mr. M, A. (Bombay City. Muhammadan Urban). Of course 

not 

Air 8}Hgh,fikwr; You have not Very well, Sir. If therefore you 
are to sit here as a Domimon for this limited purpose, then I subnut, it 
iollowB, as a matter of logical necessity, that nominated and ofi&cial Mem- 
bers should not have any vote (Interruption by Mr K C Boy ) My 
friend Mr, ti jC. Boy has asked me whether a taxation Bill goes before 
the House of Lords 

' W. A. fluhrawardj^ (Burdwan and Presidency Divisions . Muhammadan 
Btiral) ‘ He is a nominated Member 

dir Hari Singli Gour: That was a question which I had the misfortime 
to raise in the hrst Assembly when the then Fmance Member wanted his 
J^jlance Billl to go before the Joint Committee of the two Houses We 
then raised a point and that point succeeded, namely, that so far as fiscal 
matters are concerned, they are the primary concern of this House I 
beg therefore to submit that, if you really work the constitution, even the 
occupants of the Treasury Benches must work the convention in the 
liberal spirit in which it was intended to come into operation That being 
the position, I ask the Honourable occupants of the Treasury Benches to 
reconsider the position 

The Honourable Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya has suggested a line 
of action, namely, that all the stmexidments in the Bill be referred to the 
Select Committee 

Mr. Pftedaflt: After the consideration stage is over. 

Sir Hari Stogh Gour: With the qonsent of the Honourable Member 
I have not the slightest doubt that that difficulty can he circumvented. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: We can do this also under the convention, I sup- 
pose, as interpreted by Sur Hari Siiigh 

M Hilt Singi GdUr: Yes, tve set up a committee of the whole 
BDousd, as* ia*dohe fhe House oi uommons. We are to wwfc as the 
Dominion Parliaments work in the matter of this convention That, I 
submit, 18 a plain reading of th^ Joint ParhameAtWy^<J 6 bimittee 

have laid down m words which have read by the Honotirable the 
liemhcr mm Jf^dan Mohan U&tMiT 

. i say with reterence tp f|te cpnatt- 

MiT^^ ^ say also a i 4 |l: WOTO wx the merits of ^s partroular 

Mr. Vreaidaiit; l wish the disowloA^to ho confined t 6 thb obnStitutiohaJ 
issue. i ^ > 

the oonrti. 
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Mr. M. A. Jinnah: Is there any point of order, Str* that tou are con- 
aidenng? I have not quite followed the debate so far. Is there any 
specific point of order wniph you wish to consider? 

Mr. PMldMit The Honourable Pandit has put several q[peatipns^ 
Will the Honourable Pandit kindly pass them on to me? 

:iPahdit liCadan Ikohan kalaviya: I requested the President to be pleased 

io help the Assembly by rulings on three questions ' 

(1) Whether the interpretation put by the Honourable Qeor^ ®ainy 
•on the convention is correct and consistent with the recent declaratton ol 
ihe Secretary of State; 

(2) Whether the attitude taken up by the Government that they have 
not an open mind in regard to my amendment, and if that or smy other 
amendment is accepted by the House, they will not further proce^ Vlth 
the Bill IS consistent with the fiscal autonomy conventiofi; 

(8) Whether the official and nominated Members are entitled to record 
their votes on a division on this Bill 

Mr. ArUiux Mpore (Bengal European) : Sir,^ I wish to speak. 

Mr. President: Is the Honourable Member gomg to speak on the con- 
rstitutiona! question? 

Mr. Arthur ^oore: Yes, Sir 

Sir Hari Siagh Ckiur: I have got only one pomt to submit; that is that 
the powers of the Chair to decide matters of constitutional issues and 
matters of rights and pnvileges of this House were settled m the first 
.Assembly in connection with the Supreme Court Bill, with the consent ol 
the then Law Member, and that question came up again m the third 
Assembly, and it was then decided that it was within the privilege and 
power of the Chaif* to decide these questions That is all I have to say 
•on the powers of the Chair 

Mr. ArtiuHr Moert: Sir, the Honourable Member, Sir Han Singh Ck>ur, 
With very ^at ingenuity brought an aceusation, of begging the question. 
I' tifiisk^’thftt with eveil greater ingenuity, he hunsdf begged the qusstioB 
at the outset, because he started with the bssid assumption that the Joii^ 
Parifamentary Committee laid it down that it was the business of Gkivem- 
iaep.t agree with the Souse 

Mari Shtgli : I never said anything of the kmA 

Ml. Artluu Moors: 1 have not got the Honourable Membm words 
before me, but' I am sure I am within the recollecikiii of jSdhjyie When 
X say that the whole of the first part of the argumejoi^ wsis bsSSOd WhiireJy 

file assumption that the Joint Pariiamentary down 

d(h&t it Was tM duty of Govemuicnt to agrse with ilpe wuso. But, Sir, 
nl I ufiSeiWthnd it, the ^oint Parliamentary Cbminittosi laid down that the 
hscal autonomy convention comes into operaHoii fif qeA whsn the Oovem* 
vneni and the l^us^ find themselves in agTe6n;iei!it. , 

r TJiir JHon<«u»Ws Pandit, during certahi ppesagea in his speech, spoke 
vrith great eloquence an<i evid^fitly uAdeg* the sj^^ 6t d^'wlfioaj^and 
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I do not think that any of us who heard him can have doubted his com- 
plete conviction that he was speaking m a righteous cause In view of 
what you say. Sir, I shall oonfin© myself purely to the constitutiottal |^nt 
I would like to have taken up his argument, so largely based on the figure 
of 2 } orores, which I ^o not think can he sustained, bi^t I will drop that 
point and deal 

Sir OowMjl Jehangir (Bombay City. Non-Muhammadan Urban)* On 
a point of order, Sir Do Honourable Members exhaust their right of 
speaking by addressing the House on this point of order? 

Mr. President: No. 

Mr. Artlmr ICoore: So, I shall stick to the point of order 

The Honourthle Sir Brojendra Mitter (Law Member) What is the 
point of order? 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member has not heard? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: I do not understand that there 
was any point of order which the Chair has got to decide 

Mr. President: You may take the point that the pomts raised are not 
points of order 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra MUtter: I fail to understand what is the 
point of order There is a motion before the House, there are two 
amendments* one that of the Leader of the Opposition and the other that 
of Mr Chetty These are the two amendments which are before the 
House What is the point of order on the motion or on those amendments ? 

Mr. Prasidant: The point of order la this The Government of India 
have given their inteirretation of what the fiscal autonomy convention 
on which they have based this Bill means The Honourable Pandit has 
put his interpretation, and I am called upon now to say which of the two 
interpretations iS correct That is one* The second point is, < 5 n a 
matter based on the fiscal autonomy ccaivention whether the ofiioial and 
nominated Members of this House are entitled to take part in the division. 
That 18 the Second point of order 

The third point of order is, whether the attitude taken up by the Gov- 
ernment, namely, that they have not an oi>en mind and that the Assembly 
18 bound to take what they give is congi^tent with thoi ^fiscal aadmiiOmy 
convention 

sip H«H Singh Ctonp; I swlimit th^ jcaiBM the questfen of privilejge of 
the House (Hear, hear) , 

Sir OowM}! 7eh«ngir: I uilderstcaidf that the final pomt of order rmo^ 
by my Honourable friend is that Sovanwasent have no right to withoraw* 
the BW H the Hononrable Pandit's naenditaaBt is carried. (BCear, heat.> 
That' thfe final point of order ' n " ’ < 

XT. H. S. Ansy (Berar Eepresentat-lre')' 'He has not made that potet 

, , 1 **. :rN«U«al: I hare already fvilly“y^W*>e^ Honse trhat the- 

ouestions raised bv the Honourable Pandit at© 



»rHR OOITON TBXTILB INDUSTRY (RRdTBCTION) BILL ^6431 

Mr. M. A. Jlnnali: I rise to a point of order I want yonr ruling 
whether any of these three points, which have been stated and which aia 
contained in the statement of Pandit Madan Mohan MalaviyC, are points 
of order, having regard to the progress of the Bill. (“Hear, hear” from 
the Government Benches ) 

Mr. Preaidant: That is a point on which I shall be prepared to hear 
Honourable Members 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: The first point I want you to consider is whether 
these are points of order 

Mr. president: I should like to hear Honourable Members on that 
point too 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: Let us confine it to one thing at a tune. 

Sir Hari Singh Ckiur: Is not a question of privilege of the House a 
point of order? 

Mr. Arthur Moore: Well, Sir, I think I understand your wishes and 1 
shall endeavour to comply with them I heard my Honourable friend the 
Pandit’s remarks with regard to this fiscal autonomy convention, and it did 
seem to me that the Honourable Pandit throughout was making a Isuge 
assumption He assumed that he was speaking for the majority of the 
Hou«e, and he assumed that the Government and the House are not m 
agreement Now, Su, that is an issue, I submit, whieh has yet to be 
settled 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy (Dacca Division Non-Muhammadan Bural) What 
about the Honourable the Commerce Member’s statement? 

Mr. Arthur Moore: The second point is this that he has said 
repeatedly 

Mr. T. Prakasam (East Godavari and West Godavari cum Kistna • Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) Sir, I wish to rise to a point of order 

Mr. President: The pomt of order is being discussed Mr Moore 

Mr. Arthur Moore : It is said repeatedly . * . 

Mr. T. Prakasam: With your permission^ < I should like to nse to a 
point of order on the statement which my Honourable friend has made 
He says on the first question raised by Papdit Malaviya, that it is a matter 
yet to be settled by this House It is not a matter to be settled by the 
House, because the Honourable the Commerce Member has already given 
his views about it 

Mr. President: That is not a point of order ^ K 

Mr. Arthur Moore : I would suggest to the Honourable Membpra^ppp^ite,. 
that we have all listened to their views at very great lefigth P shall as 
brief as I can and I should very much like you to ^e^eldff^my 

argument; and it is this It is suggested that Government have ome ^ore 
us in an entirely unyielding attitude Sir, I do not think that that can be 
sustained Honourable the Finance Member has ah^eady Wd us that 
we shall voK in tt» final ttages, be asked to accept the BO! as it stands. 
We hate been tdd that we are not even asked to accept the propoaoi outbi^ 
on the 28th Pebniary by Sir George Schuster. ThO'lGlOvernment are gmng 
lo se^bpt aA amendment^ and from whom do^that amendment eome? It 
coines hxsm the Opposition It does not Gom^Jrom any reaotionaty ^ W 
OQO who sits behind them It^comes from one WtSW we have known as 
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OR» the ablest Members of the PaHy Pandit Motilal l^ehru iised to 
lead in tins House, and ftom one whoni we ave glad to have sUll wiih 
u8, though we know that he remains as convinced a Swarajist as ever 

Hr. Jeh&nglr K. Munshi (Burma Non-European) Give him a free 
choice I 

Hr. Arthur Hoore: I give the Honourable Member the credit of assum- 
ing that he had a free choice I should think it is very unfair to Mr 
Ohetty to suggest that he has not a free choice, and I am sure Mr Chetty 
would repudiate such a suggestion But there it is No one can say that 
Government have not made an effort on this occasion to meet the House 
in the interests of this very fiscal convention The argument whu^ is 
brought to rebut that is that the House has not a free choice, becduse Gov- 
ernment have said that this is as far as they will go, and that they will not 
accept any further amendment 

Hr. H. A. Jinnah: Sir, I again most respectfully rise if you will permit 
me I understood that, on my point of order whether the points stated by 
Pflhdit Malaviya were points of order or not, your ruling was that you want 
to hear our views on that also 

Hr. President: Yes, on that also That is what I said 

Hr. H. A. Jlitilidi: Quite so Now, may I most respectfully submit that 
that 18 a question which ought to be disposed of first, i e , whether 
* there is a point of order or not I would like to point out to you 

nhu> the Standing Older, that generally it is for the President to decide a 
point of order It is open to you, if you have any doubt, to consult one or 
two of the leading Members of the Assembly, or the old Members of th§ 
Assembly, who may have some expenence, to guide you But otherwise, 
may I point out, the Standing Order says this 

“The President shall decide all points of order which may arise, and his decision 
shall be final Any Member may at any time submit a point of order for the decision 
of the Premdent, but m doing so shall confine himself to stating the point “ 

Now, Sir, if you are going to allow this general discussion of all these 
matters on this point of order of mme, namely, whether the points raised by 
Pandit Malaviya are points of or not within the meaning of the Stand- 
ing Order, my submission is this YOu will first of all have to decide 
whether they ore really points of order If you still want to consult certain 
Honourable Members, of course, it is within your power to do so. 

Hr. Arthur Hoore : On a point of order, may I ask whether the point of 
order raised by Mr Jinnah is a pomt of order? (Laughter) 

Hr, H. A. Jinnah: Certainly it is. 

Hr. T. Prakasam: May I know whether there is any rule 

Hr. President: Order, order, I do not wish to hear several Honourable 
Members on the points of order raised by Pandit Malaviya and the point of 
Otder raised by Mr Jinnah as to whether the pomts 6f order nosed by 
Pstidit Malaviya are points of drdei^or ndt. I Shall confine myself; td two 
or Honourable Members knd Government if th^ ehooee to {ieitiotpale 
in the discussion But I am not^pohm to eepiu*ate the two. disoussion 
will be on the question whether &e pointe of order raised by , Pandit 
Malaviya are really points of order w not^ and if they are pomts of mder^ 
what the views of the Honourable Mwbecs ^ ^ 
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Pandit Xadin Xohan Xalaviya: May I just su^piams^t yclur etaUment 
by one remark? 

Hr. Prai^ailt: Order, order 

t^afldit itOuh HalklHya: I should lilce to expiain ^ 


Hr. Preaident (to Mr Arthur Moore) I hope the Honourable Member 
Tvill be brief He will have another opportunity of speakmg on the merits. 

BCi. Arthur Hoore: Sir, I do nob think I need go into the question o| 
nients now, though I submit that my argument with regard to the fiSOfS 
convention is germane to the Bill itself. And I should like, with yoUr per- 
mission, to deal with the question of Lancashire because that seems tq be 
largely the basis of the argument about the fiscal convention, and whether 
ihe House has a free choice or not I would call my Honourable ^end 
Pandit Malaviya’s attention to a sentenpe from the Keport of the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee, which he himself read out, and to which he 
•attached considerably less importance than I do The Committee say that 
the convention exists ‘'in the interests of India as an integral part of the 
British Empire” That, Sir, is the point If we are discussing the ments, 
I think I can say to the Honourable Pandit Malaviya that the figure of 21 
(•rorea which is so freely talked about is entirely illusory , and that Lancashire 
will actually be extremely hard hit by this Budget 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: It .seems to me ^at the Honourable M^mbqr is 
determined to speak on the ments of the Bill 

Hr. PresidMit: I hope the Honourable Member will confine himself to 
the points of order 

Hr. Jeliatiifir X. Hunshi: And also tell us which point of order he is 
particularly dealing with 

Mr. Arthur Moore: Mr Jmnah has raised so many points of order that 
all our heads are slightly m a whirl 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy : That is a point of disorder (Laughter ) 

Mr. M* A, Jkmah: I have been upheld by your i^ulmg. Sir The Hc^ur- 
able Member is going beyond the point of order 

Mr* Arthur Mck>M : I was submitting that it is the question of the fiscal 
convention which is now under discussion and not mer^y the point of order 
of Mr J'lnnah The President has clearly ruled that both are tO be disCfiSked 
together?’ and Pandit Malaviya made it perfectly clear that he his 

aignmeut with nsgard to this fiscal convention largely on the tibat 

the House was being asked to do something hot m the interesiHl India but 
in the interests of Lancashire 

Mr. Preaidant: The point, if i) is a point of order, is whethec^'tbb inter- 
pretation ppihy Ch>yemment on the fiscal autonoiny r^TUPlfayiii UfCtfiQt or 
not 




of or^es be 


lb. Jelungir K. Miuifhl: May I 

wiitibn out and hahded nver to Mr j 

!that. Sir, IS the first of i^an^t Malaviya 's 
Pan^iittMislaviya went mu^h. that in the other two 

PQ^, raised He also ashed, Bfr, i^her notninatad and Oovr 

Members i^ould vote, and I wpul^ Sir, that any rvuM to 

say that they should not vote would be td wash out the iihportance not 
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only of the Simon Commission and the Round Table Conference and the 
GoWmment of India Act, which will probably be passed cost year, 
(Laughter and apphwse ) and would give Dom^on Status by a side wind 
m the next five minutes That is the second point I would like to re- 
fo»Hh my memory as to what is the third point 

Diwan Ohamtn I<aU: Here, there are the three points 

('JThe Honourable Mepiber passed on a slip to Mr Arthur Moore ) 
(Laughter ) 

Mr, Arthur Moore ; I find that I have completely disposed of the Pandit 's 
ether points abouji the Government having an open mind, because I have 
shown that the Government, in not Asking the House to accept their original 
proposal, have done something to meet the House But at the same time, 

1 should' like to say that I am very largely m agreement with Honourable 
Members opposite as to the way in which this is to be done (Hear, hear ) 

I do think that a very unfortunate precedent has been established of con- 
ducting these jiegotiations outside the House, (Hear, hear ) and that the 
Government would have found itself in a very much stronger position if it 
had accepted Mr Chettv’s amendment on the floor of this House instead 
of telling us their decision before it had been discussed 

The MonouraWe Sir Brojendra Mltter: I think Mr Jinnah s point of 
order is perfectly sound What the Leader of the Opposition calls a 
j)oint of order is really not a point of order What is a point of order? 
When a Member is saymg something or bnngmg m a motion which is not 
in order, you can stop him What are you exjpected to stop now? Are 
you expected to stop the discussion on the motion which is before the 
House? No, because you cannot do it under the rules, you cannot stop 
discussion. You cannot prevent discussion, nor can you refuse to pub the- 
question. 

Mr. President: Under which rule? 

TThe Honour Able Bir Brojendre Mitter: Rule 17A You cannot refuse 
to put the question That being so, Sir, my submission is that none of 
these points can possibly be points of order. Now let us^see. Yhe first 
IS, IS the Honour^Ie tiie Commerce Member interpretation of the con- 
vention correct?, Supposing it is not correct, what then? What follows? 
Supposing it , 18 correct, what follows? In either event, you are bound to 
put the qpestion l^ore the House^ ^he question which is being debated. 
Vheretore, how can it be a point of order? Your decision one way at the 
other cannot stop the debate, nor can it stop putting the question before 
the House. rw ^ ». 

Blwan ObAman X4dl; Is the Honourable Member referring to rule 
a7A? 

Hit Honourable 8i¥ BrojebdrA Mtlt^ri/ITes/' Then ttie Sj^nd'^pomt ia 
about the attitude of the Govemmofit. Supposing the atiatude o^tbe 
Oovteiment Is Wrong, "^at thenf Whaf foDows? " Iro dWSww wfETiiot 
stop on tbat ^oount dupposing thd'atiSitUde of the Gd^^nrcm^t is right, 
the' ^bate g6 dn equally w^ how can ft |)fe a p<^t pt order 7 

you, Sir, come to the conofu^kiil that the pqtnt of order of the 
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l»b»deit ^ ^ OppOBiiion js good, whAt is out of c«der? I*, tto j8iU.dOt of 
order? Objection oug^t to Ijave been take?; on tbe mti?oduction oi tl»© SiU, 
that the Bill has not been properly brought before the House. 

Id* Pr^ident: Miy I point otit to 

^onbur^le Bandit’s jpoint is that the Honourable the Commerce Member's 
statement, that the Government have made up their mmds and they ' are 
not going to accept any other amendment except that of. 1^. is 

inconsistent with t^e fiscal autonomy convention oi^ which t^tmeMMlure 
IS based, and therefore he wants my ruling whether this attitude , is nghfy 
and if that is not the nght attitude, how it affects the whole quesuon. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Hitter: I have followed what you have 
been pleased to explain My difficulty is still not overcomes, jtssuming 
the attitude which the Honourable the Commerce Member took; up ts most 
reprehensible — I am not discussing the merits of the attitude — but ahsuncn> 
ing that it is most reprehensible, what follows? Can you refuse on that 
basis to put the question on the motion before the House? 

Mr. President: It has to be considered 

The Honourable air Brojendra Hitter: I am submitting that, even in 
that case, you cannot prevent the discussion on the motion which is 
before the House, nor can you refuse to put the question before the 
House ' ‘ I ^ ! 

Hr. President* Under the new rule? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Hitter: Under the new rule 17A ihat 
being so, it is irrelevant, the whole of this point 

Hr. President: If that rule is tUCravtres^ 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Hitter: If you hold that that rule is not 

binding, that is another matter But that point of order has not been 
raised yet (Applause.) 

Then as regards the third point, as to who can vote on the motion 
which is before the House, we have not yet come to that stage. We are 
still m the stage of discussion and when the time comes for voting, the 
pcdnt may be taken by any Member as to who are entitled to vote 

Hr. President: 1116 Honourable Member accepts that as a point of 
order? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Hitter: It may be But at the presenii 
moment it is pt^msture When Government Members are about to vpte^ 
then any Member can take the point that they are not entitled to ffo into 
any division lobby I can understand such a point of order; but <we have 
not come to that stage yet, and all I need say now is, if that /pcini of 
prd^r is raised at that time, you will give me mi ofiportoiity to Speak. 

Itr/ Piealdeni: The Honourable Membe» may pqake \\ quite clear 
how. 

Hjt^noiprabie , Brojendra Hmerr Unike section^ eSD ci ’ tha 
Qovernm^t of .JTndia, Act tie question shafl Wdb6idbd by h in^of^ 
oirMi^nb^^ present aqd no distinction' is 'made betwe^ dhoted and 
nominated Members. 
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iilr^ VriMABt: If asjr Memb^ has got a psouniw^ in tho 

imb|eet matter of the motimi, he is entitled to yote? 

HoocmraUa gir liolend?* liittar: He is entitled. Wl|et^r be 
ooght to vote or not, is for him to cimsider, but that is not a point of 
order 

Hr. H, A. Jinnah: 1 am vew loath indeed to take up the position 
which I wish to take up Kut I assure you, Sur, and assure thia 
Honse, that ^ny observations that I make are entirely based on one con- 
sideration and one consideration only, and that is thelrue and the correct 
interpretatioil of our Standing Ordii^ and the various parts of our cou' 
stitutioii. Sir, attach very great importance to our coming to a correct 
deoitioci Qn^lKints of t^s character, and therefore, please do not consider 
that I am ^tahlng tdie view because we have taken up a somewhat different 
position it fvgaard to the Bill to that of the other Honourable Members 
Now, Sir, in the first instance, what we are now concerned with is the 
consideration of this amendment 

Mr, Huhammad Tsniin Khan (United Provinces Nommated Non- 
Official) Has the amendment been formally moved? That w£is not moved 
'formally 

Mr. H. A. Jinnah: I thought the Honourable Member who moved tho 
amendment spoke for nearly four hours and then finally 

Hr. Pras^lent: When? Today? 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: Nearly four hours yesterday and today certamly, 
and finally ended by saying, “I move my amendment” I do not know 
where the Honourable Member was Now I do not want to waste the 
time over that I am glad he knows now that the amendment has been 
tnoved Therefore, Sir, I was saying that the amendment was moved 
and the House is seized of the amendment Therefore, Sir, I must say 
that an amendment has been moved and the House is seized of that 
amendment Well, now, iS'ir, the first question that is raised is this Is 
the interpretation put upon the convention of fiscal autonomy by the 
Government of India, through of course the Honourable the Commerce 
Member, correct? Now, Sir, is it within your province to decide? That 
is the first questK^i But I will assume for the moment that . it Is 
within your provmce Whatever interpretation you may put upon it, will 
it prevent the Government of India ^m withdrawing this Bill? What- 
ever interpretation you put upon it, riiaH^be exactly m the same 1)081- 
tion from which we started Therefore, it seems to me, Sir, that, m the 
first instance, whatever interpretation you may put upon it, and whatever 
respect it may command, it cannot be ccmelttsive or decisive; and secondly, 
it will not prevent the Government from withdrawing this Bill if they 
are so determined Now, with regard to this second point, there again 
the question la raised, is the attitude of the Government, namely, that 
they have announced that they will ^didratv the Bill if the amei«®Sient 
is earned, consistent with the correct interpretation of the convention? 
Well, now suppose you pmnounca is pprr^ oi^ oon- 

listeikt ;th^jt?ne ^t^rpfetatksn^.mo obnventioh; ^nows then 
Biaref? Nothing- Now, Sir, in the ^ moet r€Jppeqtfqlfy sub- 

mit that neither of these two poin^b ire points of codef, . whatever 
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iioiwyou may express is not going to be of any reed use if you admit 
t tike Government power to withdraw this Bill. 

Now/*^iir, then comes the third point, namely, < whether you can give a 
ng and say tWt any particular Member of this House is not entitled 
vote because he is an ofl&cial, or because be is a nominated Member, 
ich will be directly in contradiction with the terms of the statute, and 
that ruling, Sir, I say, with great respect, you may well command r^^ 
t, being a ruling commg from you, but It will not be effeotive; it will 
a contradiction of the terms of the statute, and it is not a pOilltt of 
er T'herefore my submission is, Sir, that none of these three mattete* 
led by my Honourable friend are pomts of order, I am very sbttry to 
this — I say this, because I want every Member to give bis judgment 
■ly and m the interests of the progress of the constitution under wh^h. 
are working, and which we wish to build up, because once we go wr 6 ng 
these matters, I do not know where we may be landed I do not 
ttk it IS desirable to go \vrong m these matters, whatever be our feelings 
h regard to the merits of the Bill, and therefore I wish to place before 
I, with the utmost respect, that these three points are not points of 
er, and I say 

Mr. President: Honourable Members will remember that, in the past, 
nts of order have been raised whether a particular Member is entitled 
vote or not 

Mr. M. A. Jinnsh* With great respect, Sir, I say, yes, the point may 
raised on the ground of interest of a Member 

Mr. President: It is for the Chair to decide whether it is a point of 
er or not 

Mr. M. A. yinnsh: I say, that this point of order raised hc^ only got 
be stated and rejected If you are asking my opmion, I give it, take 
example this Supposing an Honourable Member here gets up at the 
ge and says, “I nse to a point of order; the Honourable Sir George 
luster should not be allowed to vote because he is an official”, I 
>uld think, in my opinion, the President should sav, “Nonsense, I have 
power”, and there is an end of it You are asking my opinion, and 
refore I am giving my reasons My reasons are that you cannot decide 
itrary to the terms of the statute, and say that the official Members 
1 the nominated Members are not entitled to vote Therefore, Sir, 
ubmit that none of these matters are points of order, and if they are 
nts of order, I sav really that they ought to be rejected, on the 
nts at once and the progress of the Bill should not be delayed. 

Mr. )C. 9. An^: Sir, there are two questions raised for your cdnsl 
•ation Th^ first is whether the points raised by the Le&der ot the 
position, arp pouqts qf order or not, and the second question is Whethei 
f fn'terpretatfon put upon the convention by the HonoursbV^ Sir George 
mv is' gbireot, and also consistent with the pronouncement made bj 
> Sect^^ary of S^ate Besides these two points, there Is the third poini 
Bing^put of tbe second,, vtif , whether, in view of ^he cjonventioo, the 
cial and hc^fnated ehall he entitled, to yote.when the House 
I hcfve to dr^e 1 was considerably surprised at the speech which th** 
noumble the Law Memher has made has Wed to make an attempi 
define what a point of order should be, have understood bitr 
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ar)gb^, what I gathered from hie speech wgfe this, tkat m his opinion a 
point of order should he a point of such a nature that a mhng thereon 
by the Chair would either interfere with the normal work of tnis House 
or with the debate on a particular motion under discussion Such a point 
alone can be a point of order, no point which does not satisfy this tesi 
can be a point of order That is thd definition which he tried to lay down 
in his speech, and on the basis of that definition, he made an attempt to 
show that none of the three points are of such a nature that they can be 
considered points of order He conceded, however, that the last point, 
namely^ that official and nominated Members should vote or not, is a point 
oi order, bub according to him it was premature to raise the point at 
this stage, and the proper time to raise it, he thinks, is when the motion 
is- going to be voted 

In the first place, Sir, I decline to accept that even as an appioximately 
correct definition of a point of order The Honourable the Law Member 
must be aware that there are various kinds of points of oider, and that 
it IS not neoessai), in the cose of every one of them, that a ruling on it 
would necessarily interfere with the working of the House or with the 
debate on any particular motion under discussion before the House ^ay, 
for example, any Honourable gentleman, m the course of his speech, used 
any particular word, and some other Honourable Member got up and 
said that a particular term used was an unparliamentary one, may I ask 
the Honourable Member whether such a point will m any way interfere 
with or prevent the debate? A point of order must raise a question which 
nobody except yourself alone, in your capacity as the custodian of the 
constitution, can decide The real definition of a point of order always is 
that it raises a question relating to the procedure, propriety or privilege 
of the House on which the Chair alone can pronounce an opimon on a 
pnoper interpretation of the constitution or custom or convention of the 
House, and can call the Honourable Member or group of Members to 
order. There can be no other test of a point of order 

Secondly, the question is whether the points raised by my Leader can 
be points of order at all My Honourable friend, Mr Jinnah, has suggested 
that these cannot be points of order at all, in view of the fact you, Sir, 
are bound by the constitution, and your ruling will have to be given m 
terms of the provisions of the Government of India Act and the statute 
One thing, which he seems not to have taken note of, is this, that it haa 
been admitted by all that there is n convention with regard to fiscal 
autonomy That has been established and recognised fnr over ten vears 
What IS the exact nature and scope of that convention may be a point of 
some difference of opinion, but a convention which has been established 
and recognised for over ten years, becomes a part and parcel of the con- 
stitutiou as, much as the Government, of India Act itself It is as much 
a part of the constitution as the Act and the rules framed thereunder, 
having the force of an Act, and thereforo any question, with regard to 
that convention or the interpretation of its precise nature and spope, is 
a proper question for you to interpret and not for anybody else Therefore, 

I submit, .Sir, that the two questions which have been raised b^,my Honour- 
able XiCfider, the Leader of the Opposition * being related to^ that convention 
autonomy wid requiih^* apj they do, a correct interpretation ol 

oonvention. are proper pqlnt^^o^r order on which you aWe. Sir, caii| 
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give a decision liiafe digpoees of the preliminary objection which my 
Jdpnomr^ie fjnend, Mr* Jumah, hag raised it may be a very bad pom^, 
a v^holefy untfettablo point, it may bo that there arc not very sound reasons 
behind it, but these facts do not take the quebtion out of the category 
of points of order These considerations seem to liave been entirely over- 
looked by my Honourable friend, Mr Jinnah, and therefore he has raised 
the question whether those questions are points of order or not. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: May 1 inquire, Sir, whether you caa^ enforce 
your ruling given on theise points ot order? 

Mr. President: The Chair has got all the poweis to enforce its ruling 

Mr. M. S. Aney: Now, Sir, with regard to the convention, the most 
crucial point in that convention on which my Honourable friend, the Com- 
merce Member, has solely relied is the refeience to the fact of agreement 
mentioned m the lieport of the Joint Parliamontaiy Committee This 
hscal autonomy convention, whatever it is, hag got a real meaning only 
if there is agrceincnt between the Goveinineut of India and the Legislature, 
lint lb a ^el) ciucnl fact m regard to this question Now, Sir, everybody 
knows that an agreement is a bilateral transaction and not a unilater^ 
one An agreement requires two things, there must be two separate 
entities So there must bo one partv called the Government of India and 
another party called the Legislature entirely separate and different from 
the Government of India It is only with regard to this fiscal autonomy 
that this question of agreement comes into prominence and has got some 
importance In othci matt< rs the question of ngreement never arises at 
all So wiiat the position of the Government Members m this House 
16 with regard to other matters is not m any way a factor wLioh ought to 
weigh with us m finding out their proper position so far as fiscal autonomy 
18 concerned Now the Government of India ordinarily are a body con- 
sisting of His Excellency the Governor General and his Executive 
Councillors, but they are here in this House also with their own repre- 
sentatives numbering in all 25 Tiiose 25 persons do not represent any 
other interests except what are known as those of the corporation called 
the Government of India Those who have studied the constitution know 
that the 25 nominated official Members, who are here in this House, only 
represent the Governih^nt of India Now, if the Govcinment of India 
come to this House for the sake of ascertaining wffiat is the view of this 
Legislature on a fiscal measure, then that Government of India must know 
that thc\ , as a body, arc a separate hofly from the Legislature, whose 
free consent and opinion they want to know or find out If 4hey merge 
themselves m this body at all, then the distinct existence of the two 
entities, without which the bilateral transaction cannot be imagined, is 
altogether obliterated Therefore, they and those official Book Benchers, 
whom they have brought to this House to represent themselves, are only 
one party whose duty is simply to ascertain the view of the Legislature 
That IS precisely what was conveyed by the language of the Crewe Report, 
a passage from which was read out by the Honourable the Leader of ^the 
House The non-official majority in the House is therefore the only factor 
which ought to Tveigh at the time of division to any fiscal measure 

governed by the fiscal autonomy conventidi^^^^® may also be argued in 
terms of the lanaruaffe m the Joint ParhanaimMi^iA ffiaf. 
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the intereets of the manufaeturers and the oonsumers and n# of the 
exploiters whom the Government of India m this case undpiibte<% repre- 
sent have to be mainly looked to m regard to fiscal matters, and a decision 
has to be taken by this House only on that basis. Now, 1 can understand 
that there are non-official nominated Members in the House, — and I shall 
concede even to- these nominated Members, — that they are supposed to 
represent certain minonties and other interests which are non-franchised 
under the existing state of our constitution in the country But under the 
constitution the official block represents none but the Government of India, 
and if the Government of India want to concede that fiscal autonomy 
convention is a reality, then, in order to carry it out honestly and faithfully, 
the only equitable position which they can take is, that they cannot 
and ought not to take any part in voting so far as the decision of the fiscal 
question m this House is concerned, as they are here only for the sake of 
asoertaimng the view of the Legislature which is the other party to 
the agreement It is of course open to them to agree or not to agree with 
the view of the Legislature I’hoy may afterwards take any stand they 
like, but m order to ascertain the opinion of this House and to find out 
whether tliey can agree with it or not, they can only take the attitude of 
neutrality and nothing else 

Sir, it this fiscal autonomy is a reality, and if this convention is a part 
of the constitution, it is your right to enforce, without fear or favour, the 
terms of that convention in such a way as to give this House a fair chance 
of expressing its free and unfettered opinion, and then the Government of 
India can decide whether they will agree with that opinion or not In 
short, the fiscal autonomy convention, to be a reality, necessarily implies 
a convention of neutrality of official Members at the time of division 
P’or these reasons, Sir, I maintain that it will be open to you to decide 
the last point raised by the Leader of the Opposition, if you think that my 
interpretation is a correct one, whether the official Members are 

entitled to record their votes on the question or not, when you will be 
pleased to put the question and ask the House to divide. This is the 
view, Sir, I submit for your consideration in all humility. 

Mr. M. K. Acharya (South Arcot cum Chingleput Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) Sir, I should like to say something .... 

Hr. Prealdant: I think we have heard enough on the point. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Monday, the 
81st March, 1980. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
DEBATES 

MONDAY, 31st MARCH, 1930 

Vol. I— No. 46 

OFFICIAL REPORT 



OOHTSKTS. 


Members Sworn 
Questions and Answers 
Unstarred Questions and Answers 
Short Notice Question and Answer 
Message from the Council of State 
Demands for Supplementary Grants for 1929-30 
The Cotton Textile Industry (Protect on) Bill— Passed as 
amended 

The Silver (Excise Duty) Bill— Passed 

The Indian Companies (Amendment) Bill— Passed as 

amended 

r n 


I PELHI 

GOVERN M EXT OF INDIA PRESS 
1930 

I 


Price Five Annas 




RPlndiao Income-tax 

eectione 2, 23, etc.) — Axnen<lment made by the Council ot 
State agreed to. 

Ihe Indian Income-tax (Amendment) Bill — (Amendment of 
sections 14, 25A, etc.) — Amendment made by the Councfl 
of State agreed to 

The Transfer of Property (Amendment) Supplementary Bill — 
Passed 

The Destructive Insects and Pests Bill — Passed 


Resolution n Prevention of Industrial Accidents — Discussion 
adjourned. 

Amendment of Standing Orders — Passed 

Report of the Public Accounts Committee — Consideration 
postponed 

Demands lor Excess Giants for 1927-28 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Monday^ Slst March, 1930 


'I he Assembl} met m the Assemblv Chamber of the Council House at 
W!(’\en of the Clock, Mr President in the Chair 


MEMBERS SWORN 

The Honourable Mr Harr\ Graham Haig, C S I , C I E (Home Mem- 
bei), Mr Thomas R\.m, C T E , M L A (Department of Industries and 
Laboui Nominated Official), Mr John Collard Bernard Drake, CIE 
0 B E , M L A (Department of Commerce Nominated Official) , and 
Mr Rama Shankai Bajpai, M L A (Director of Public Information) 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Assurance given in the House of Commons he the Government of 
India’s Attitude towards Mahatma Gandhi and Congressmen 

897 *Mr. Jehangir K. Munshl: (D Are Government aware that an 
assurance was recently given in the House of Commons by the Secretary 
of State for India 

{a) that Government do not intend to make use of section 124-A of 
the Indian Penal Code to pursue a repressive policv against 
Mahatma Gandhi or his followers, 

(fe) that Government do not intend to prosecute Congressmen for 
views they may express or for propaganda they may preach, as 
long as they do not commit any acts of violence, or incite 
others to commit acts of violence? 

(2) Have Government received any communication or instructions, 
either from His Majesty’s Government, from the Secretary of State for 
India or from the Secretary of State for India in Council, with regard 
to the said pronouncement of policy recently made in the House of 
Cctttlmons ? 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig: (1) No, Sir 

(2) The question does not anse 

Hr Jehangir K. Munahi: Are Government aware that a debate recently 
took place in the House of Commons on Mr Eenner Borckway'g Motion? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: Yes 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munahi: Have Government studied that debate V 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: Yes 

( 2653 ) A 
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Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Will Government tell the House what assu 
ranee was given b\ Mr Wedgwood Benn in connection with political prose- 
cutions ^ 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig: I have been unable to find on study- 
ing Mr Wedgwood Benn’s speech any assurance of the nature described 
in the Honourable Member’s question. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Will Government tell the House whether any 
assurance of any nature was given by the Secretary of State for India ^ 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig: I think the Honourable Member might 
perhaps read the speech for himself 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi* Am I to take it that the Government of India 
are unable to understand the statement made by Mr Wedgwood Benn? 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig: Will the Honourable Alember kindly 
quote the passage in Mr Benn’s speech to which he refers? 

Mr. J^angir K. Munshi Is there no passage m Air Wedgv\ood Benn’s 
speech to the effect put in mv question’^ 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig: No, Sir, most emphatically not 

Mr. M. S. Aney: Will the Honourable Member be pleased to state 
w bother the recent prosecutions under section 124A were not prosecutions 
for expressions of opinion^ 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig: I think that question will arise on a 
later question asked by the Honourable Member 


Instbuctions from His AIajesty's Government the Civil 
Disobedience Movement 

898. *Mr. Jehangir K. Mundii: (1) Have Government received any 
communication or instructions, either from His Majesty's Government, or 
fiom the Secretary of State for India, or from the Secretary of State for 
India m Council, with regard to the policy to be followed and action to ho 
taken in connection with the Congress propaganda or in connection with 
Mahatma Gandhi’s programme of civil disobedience? 

(2) Will Government 

(a) place on the table all such communications and instructions? 

(b) communicate to this House the gist and purport of all such com- 

munications and instructions? 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Saig: (1) The Government of India have 
been in close communication with the Secretary of State m regard to the 
pohev to be followed in the present situaticm, 

(2) (o) and (b) The communications between the Government of India 
and the Secretary of State are ^ unable to take iho 

action suggested in regard to them 
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Prosecution of Mr 8bn Gupta 

899 *Mr. JehangirE. Munshi: (a) \Vill Government place on tho 
table 


(]) a copy of the complaint filed by the Commissioner of Police, 
Rangoon, against Mr Sen Gupta? 

(ii) copies of the speeches alleged to have been delivered by Mr Sen 
Gupta in Rangoon in respect of which the Government of 
Burma are proser uting ]\lr Sen Gupta under section 124-A of 
the Indian Penal Code? 

(b) Are Government awaie that Mr Sen Gupta has constantly preached 
the doctrine of non-violence*? 

(c) Will Government state whether the prosecution of Mr Sen Gupta 
b;y the Government of Burma is or is not contrary to the recent announce- 
ment made in the House of Commons by the Secretary of State for 
India? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G Haig: (a) (i) and (n) I regret that I am not 
yet in possessipn of copies of the complaint filed against Mr Sen Gupta 
and of the speeches on which the prosecution was based 

(h) I have not made a study of Mr Sen Gupta’s speeches, but I should 
not have supposed that this was their mam key-note 

(c) I am not aware precisely what announcement the Honourable Mem- 
ber lb referring to 

Mr. K 0. Neogy: May I draw the attention of the Honourable Member 
to the following statement made by His Excellency the Viceroy in this 
Chamber on the 25th January last 

“It has not therefore been the policy O'! my Government that prosecutiona for 
seditious speech should be extended beyond those cases where the language used, or 
the circumstances of its employment, constituted an incitement to violence or made it 
necessary to regard the speech as incidental to a movement directed to the subversion 
of law and of the authority of Government’" 

Will the Honourable Member be pleased to tell us^ as to how far this parti- 
cular case satisfies the conditions laid down by His Excellency the Viceroy 
in this statement? 

The Honourable Mr, H, G, Haig: The statement of policy which the 
Honourable Member has just quoted is the policy of the Government of 
India and they consider that the initiation of this prosecution is in no way 
in conflict with that policy 
\ 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Has the Honourable Member examined the judgment 
of rhe Magistrate who convicted Mr Sen Gupta, before making this state- 
ment? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: No, Sir We are not in possession of 
a copv of the judgment 

Mr. M. S. Aney: Will the Honourable Member he pleased to say whether 
before they gave sanction for this prosecution the Local Government was m 
communication with the Government of India and, if so, did they submit a 
copy of the speech for the perusal of the Government of India? 

a2 
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The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig: That, Sir, anses on a subsequent ques- 
tion 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: Mav I ask the Honourable Member, if he has not 
read a ( 0 [)V of the judgment, how does he make the statement that the 
policy pursued m this particular case is in consonance with the policy laid 
down by the' (lovernment of India? 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig: I said that it was not m conflict \Mth 

t hat I olu \ 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: May I .isk how the Honourable Member can say 
it was not in conflict, not knowing the facts? 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig: The Government of Burma, Sir, must 
be the judges of the facta in the first instance Their judgment of the facts 
was that theie vy as no conflict between the initiation of this prosecution and 
the policy laid down by the Government of India and the Government of 
India fully accept that 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: Mav I take it then, that the position is that it is 
not the opinion of the Government of India but the opinion, of the Govern 
ment of J^uima communicated to the Government of India? 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig: The pnmary responsibility foi launch- 
ing such firosecutions lies with the Local Government, consistently witli 
tlic general policy which rna\ be laid down b^ the Government of India 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Are Government aware that a sentence of 
ien davs’ siinjile imprisonment yyas passed on Mr Sen Gupta? 

The Honourable Mr. H. Q. Haig: Yes, Sir 

Hr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Are Government aware that a sentence was 
flashed b\ an English meiniier of the Indian Civil Seryice, who is under the 
executive Government ^ 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: I do not knoyv what the Honourable 
Member’s suggestion is when he says that the officer is under the executive 
Government Tiie sentence was passed by a Magistrate 

Fandlt Madan Mohan Malaviya: Do Govermnent realise that it is 
tlio right and the dutv of every Indian, who loves liis country, to condemn 
the existing system of Government in the strongest language he can? 

Tha Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: I hope it is not so 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: Do Government realise that, m 
order to bring about a change in the existing system, every man who hates 
th*6 system ought to preach that hatred? 

Mr. Preeldent: That is a matter of opinion 

Hr. Jahangir K. Munshi: How do Government reconcile this sentence 
of ten days' simple imprisonment with the policy laid down by His Excel- 
lency the Viceroy? 

Tha Hononratda Mr. H. G. Haig: The ^vermnent had nothmg to do 
with the sentence of ten days' simple imprisonment That was the judg- 
ment of the Magistrate 
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Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: How do the Government of India reconcile the 
policy of the Government of Bunna in initiating this prosecution, which 
reeuhed in the sentence of ten days’ simple imprisonment, with the policy 
laid down by His Excellency the Viceroy? 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig: It may be presumed that the Govern- 
ment of Burma took a different view of the gravity of the speeches from 
that taken b\ the Magistrate 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: What view do the Government of India take 

now 

The Honourable Mr. H Q-. Haig: I am not going to be led into a discus* 
Mon of the meiits of the Magistrate’s judgment 

Politioal Prosect tions in Burma 

900 "‘Mr. Jehangir S. Munshi: Have the Government of India issued 
to the Government of Burma any instructions during the past four months 
wuth regard to political prosecutions? 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig: Tlie Goveniment of India are in 
' (Ui^tant ( ommunication w ith all Jjocal (governments upon general questions 
Ot poliiv 

Mr Jehangir K. Munshi. Did the Government of India know that the 
Buirna Gov eminent v^as going t<i prosecute Mr Sen Gupta before the prose- 
cut jou \vas launched ^ 

The Honourable Mr H O. Haig: That question, Sir, arises on question 
No 901 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: \\ hat stcj)s do the Government of India take in order 
tf <'ssure themselves that the general policy laid down by them is being 
followed b\ the Local Government? 

The Honourable Mr. H G. Haig: No K})ecial steps are required 

Mr K. 0 Neogy: I s it ojKii to an\ Local Government lo def\ the 
ut'Ueitil poliev as laid down bv the GoeLinment of Inelia in lhe'*^e mutters? 

The Honojrabie Mr H Q Haig* Nn L)*nl G-werunient .^onld dream 
of defving that policv 


Pro^^^ecution of Mr. Sen Gupta 

901. *Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: (a) Were the Government of India 
consulted before the Government of Burma prosecuted Mr Sen Gupta? 

(6) Will Government place on the table the communicatjong exchanged 
between them and the Government of Burma in this connection? 

(c) Will Government communicate to this House the gist and purport of 
such communications? 

The Honourable Mr. H. d*. Haig: (a), (b) and (c) A decision as to the 
initiation of prosecution in any particular case rests with the Local (Sovem- 
ment and consultation with the Government of India is confined to general 
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questions of policy which may be held to effect the exercise by Local Gov- 
ernments of their responsibiht^v The Government of India w'ere consulted 
m this case, but I am afraid I am not prepared to lav on the table the com 
munications exchanged 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : At what stage were the Government of India consulted 
in this case‘s 

Hie Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig: Before the prosecution was initiated 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: And v\hHt papers were laid before tlie (iu\tmmeut of 
Tndu m this connection hy the Goveinmenl of Bumia*'* 

The Honourable Mr. H., O Haig: No pajiers w'ere laid before the Gov 
ernnient of India 

Mr. E. 0. Neogy: What was tin* purjx^rt of the coinmimic.itions that the 
Government of India leceivcd from the Government of Burma m this 
matter? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: I cannot disclose the details of the 
communications that have passed, but the Government of Burma consulted 
the Government of India on the general aspect of instituting such a prosecu- 
tion 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Do I takt it then that the sanction of the Government 
oi India was obtained bv the Government of Burma betore this jirosecution 
w as launt bed 

The Honourable Mr H. G. Haig: The Government of India had no 
objection to the initiation of a prosecution on the assumption that the Gov 
ernment of Bunna wished to prosecute 

Mr, B. Das: Is it not a fact that, in the case of Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel, the Government of Hombav did not consult the Government of 
India before thev prosecuted liim? 

The Honourable Mr. H G. Haig: Yes, Sir, that is the case 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munahi: Were the Government of India aware, before 
they allowed the Government of Burma to prosecute Mr Sen Gupta, that 
the prosecution was based on statements attributing motives to the Burma 
Government’s campaign for separation? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: As I have alreud> stated, the Govern- 
ni(U»l of India did not examine the speeches 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Mav I take it that the Government of India 
concurred in the views expressed bv the Government of Burma with regard 
to the piosecution of Mr Sen Gupta? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: The initiative comes from the Govern- 
ment of Burma on whom the responsibility for deciding on the prosecution 
lies 


Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Do I take it that the Government of India were satis 
ffed that the conditions laid down by Hi6 Excellency the Viceroy were ful- 
filled in this particular case before thev agreed to the prosecution being 
undertaken'’ 
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The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig: Yes, Sir They had no reason to 
suppose and thej have no reason to suppose that the prosecution w'as in 
an\ wav in conflict with that policy 

Mr. M. B. Ja]^kar: Did the Government of India have before them a 
eop\ of the speech delivered bv Mr Hen Gupta ^ 

The Honourable Mr. H. O Haig* No, Sir 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh* Then how did thev agree with the views expres- 
sed bv the Government of Burma m regard to the prosecution for his speech 

The Honourable Mr. H. O Haig I have <dreadv explained that they' 
weri‘ mereh consulted on the general cpiestion of policv 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Did the (lovirninent of India a])])l\ their imni 
at all to this question before the\ .illow(‘d the Government of Burma to 
urostcute Mr Hen Gufjta*^ 

(No answei was given ) 

Prosecution of Mr Sen Oupi'a 

902 *Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: 'Have the Government of India received 
any communication fiom the Goveinment of Bengal in connection with the 
prosecution of Mr Sen Gupta in respect of speeches delivered by Mr Sen 
Gupta m Bengal? 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig No, Sir 

Prosecution oi? Mr Sen Gupta 
^Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi. Will Government state 

(а) why the Government of Burma considered it necessary to prose- 

cute Mr Sen Gupta for two speeches delivered by him in 
Eangoon during his short temporary stay in Burma days after 
he had returned to India , and 

(б) why the Government of Bengal have not considered it necessary 

to prosecute Mr Sen Gupta for a senes of sunilar speeches 
delivered bv Mr Sen Gupta in Bengal, which is the permanent 
centre of his pohtical activities? 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig. (^0 The Government of Burma consi- 
iered that a number of statements made bv Mr Sen Gupta were false or 
ieliberately misleading and that, in the case of one speech, they were cal- 
‘ulated to cause hatred and disaffection tow aids Government among the large 
Indian population of Bunna, and in the case of another speech, that thev 
veie intended to excite tlie religious animositv of the Burmans against the 
^rit’sh Government Thev took a serious view' of the probable effect of 
hese speeches 

(b) The speeches, I understand, were concerned quite definitelv with 
Burman problems and conditione and, therefore, presumably, were not 
.unilar to speeches which Mr Sen Gupta mav have delivered in Bengal 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munahi; Did the Government of Indiar take the same 
erious view of the matter as the Government of Burma did? 

Tha H<mouxable 3Hr. H. G. Haig: I have already explained, the Govem- 
nent of India have not seen the speeches 
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Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Have the Government of India satisfied them- 
selves that the view taken by the Government of Burma was correct m view 
of Ills Excellency’s speech^ 

The Honourable Mr H O. Haig: It is impossible to form a definite 
opinion without seeing the speeches 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Does the Honourable Mcinbi.r realise that the 
( lu' ( riiinent of Burma and the (government of India have made themselves 
thoroughly ridiculous bv the wav in which Mr Hen Gupta was prosecuted 
and convicted ^ 

Mr. President: Ordei, cider 


Prosecution of Mr Hen (Jupta 

901 •Mr, Jehangir K. Munshi: If it was considered necessary or desir- 
able (a) either to punish Mr Sen Gupta for speeches delivered by him during 
the past ihiee months, oi {b) to deprive him of liberty, will (lovernment 
state why it was decided to prosecute him in Burma instead of in Bengal? 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig: There was no question of a desire 
to 'pun sh Mr Sen Gupta for speeches generally delivered by him durmg 
the past three months The action taken was solely concerned with the 
ertect of the particular speeches which he made in Kangoon 


Imprisonment in Bitrma oi Mr Hen Gupta 

905 •Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Are Government aware that 
stiuiig public lesontment has been caused by Government’s tactics of 
seeking to imprison Mr Sen Gupta in Burma far away from his home, hi» 
family and his friends? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig; Theie was no question of tactics. 
The Go\ernmeiit ol Huima coiisideicd it neccsbaiy to jiut Mi Hen Gupta 
on his trial in i aspect of speeches made at Rangoon, and the trial was in 
accordance with the ordinary provisions of the law held m Rangoon 

Mr. Jehangir K Munshi' Aie Government aware of the strong re- 
sentment caused m the public mind by this action of the Government of 
Burma? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: No, Sii I do not think they are 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Have Government taken any steps to find 
out public opinion on the question? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: They seem to be eliciting a certain 
amount of opinion this morning (Laughter ) 

Government’s Policy in regard to (Tvil Disobedience 

906. *Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Will Government take this Assembly 
into their confidence and make before this House a statement through the 
Honourable the Home Member with regard to their decision and policy m 
dealing with the Congress movement of non- violent civil disobedience? 
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The Honourable Hr. H. G. Haig: I would refer the Honourable 
Member to Hiii Excellency the Viceroy’s address to this House on the 
25th January last, to which I have nothing to add. 

Government’s Policy in regard to Civil Disobedience 

907 *Mr. Jehangir K. Hunshi: Will Government give an assurance to 
this House that they will not prosecute either Mahatma Gandhi or any 
of his lieutenants \Mthout consulting the leaders of the various parties in 
this House except in cases of grave emergency directly involving elements 
of violence? 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig: Government are unable to give any 

assurance of the kind suggested 

Imprisonment of Potittcal Prisoners in Burma 

908 *Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: (a) Are Government a\\are that the 
Bunna Legislative Council on the 17th of March, 1926, expressed itself 
against Indian politicians being taken to Burma and imprisoned in the jails 
of Burma? 

(5) Ar(‘ GoMinmtnt prcpaied to respect the wishes and sentiments 
oi Buiifia <is cunve>('d by the said motion carried m the Burma Legislative 
CoiUKil on tli(‘ 17th of March, 1920? 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig: (a) and (b) I have seen the debate 
to which the Honourable Menibei refers It related, not to the prosecu- 
tion of Indian jioliticians for acts performed in Burma, but to the deten- 
tion of persons m Burma in respect of activities lliat had taken place 
elsewhere 

Late Office Hours in the Foreton and Political Department 

909 *Mr. Mukhtar Singh; (a) Will Government be pleased to In;^ on the 
table a statement showing the elencal and staff stiength m 1916 and in 
1930 in the Foreign and Political Department and the amount of work done 
m 1916 and 1930? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state the strength of clerical and 
staff establishment m the Issue, Establishment and Accounts Branches of 
the Foreign and Political Department of the Government of India in 1916 
and 1930 and also lay on the table a statement showing the work done lu 
1916 and the work m 1930^ 

(c) Is it a fact that the emplovees have to sit late generally after 5 o’clock 
in order to meet the pressure of v\ork? 

(d) Is it a fact that a representation to this effect has been made both- 
orally and m writing and that no action has yet been taken in the matter? 

(c) Is it a fact that, in the Foreign and Political Department, even in 
branches m which there is no abnormal work, the staff is detained after 
4-30 p.M. daily? If it is so, will Government be pleased to state the reasons 
for so doing? 

Mr. S. B. Howell: (a) and (ft) A statement is laid on the table It 
has, however, been very hastily prepared and as there have been consider- 
able changes in the orgamsation of the office and the distribution, of work 
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between 1910 and 1929, which la the latest year for which figures are 
available, as it stands it might be somewhat misleading With your 
permission, Hu, and that of the Honourable Member, I will take leave 
to revise it, if necessary, after further examination and add certain ex- 
planatory matter 

(c) and (d) The pressure of work has undoubtedly been heavy ever 
since 1923, when an arbitrary reduction of twelve posts was made in 
accordance with a recommendation of the Inchcape Committee Some 
relief w'as afforded in 1926 by the restoration of six of these, and the ques- 
tion how anv further relief can be obtained, consistently with the need 
for economv, is now under consideration 

(e) No 


Statement 

1916. 

2 Secrotftries 

2 Dep'ity Secretaries 

I tJnder Seoretarytiea) 

I Agsifltant Secretary (lea) 

1 Registrar 


1929. 

2 

2 

2 

«> 


1 Attach^ 

9 Superintendents 

*36 Assistants 

46 Clerks . . 

2 Stenographers 


1 

10 

54 

06 

5 


Regular 

liranohes, 

1910 

Strength 

Amount 
of ' 

work. 

Regular 

Branches, 

1929 

Strength 

Amount 

of 

work 

Est. A 

7 

2,076 

Accounts 

8( + 3) 

3,625 

Bst. B 

6 

1,867 

Eetabliahment 

9( + 2) 

6,067 

Ext A and War 
Branches 

8 

690 

9,786 

External 

8 

6,013 

Est B 

6 

1,328 

Near East 

8 

6,755 

Frontier . 

0 

1,667 

Frontier 

8 

1 6,624 

General and Liby 

7 

3,310 

Oen<tfal 


4,000 

Int A 

6 

3,120 

Political 

1 

7 

3,561 

Int B 

1 

i 0 

1,666 

Internal 

6 1 

2,876 

Int. C . . . 

7 

1,618 

Bonoum 

7 

1 

2,164 




Reforms 

! 

2,671 

leeue 

20 

40,233 

Iseue 

1 IS 

i 67,002 

1 
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Establishment of a Post Office at Khurad in the Hissae District 

910 *Mr. Mukhtai Singh: (a) Are Government aware that in Sankrcdn 
Khurad in Hissar District a great deal of inconvenience is felt ott account 
of want of a post office in this village? 

(6) Is it a fact that the amount of correspondence received and 
dcb[)atcbed from this village justifies the introduction of a post office there? 

(c) If the answer to part (b) be in the affirmative, will Government 

pleased to state when a post ofiice is likelv to be opened in this 
village? If the answer to part (b) be in the ncgatne, will Government be 
pleased to state the amount of con espondence received and despatched 
by post m this village during the last vear? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: I have no information 
whethei the facts are as stated The matter has been brought to the 
notice of the Postniaster-Gen(>ral, Punj.d) and North-West Frontier Glide, 
and he will be asked to consider v\hether, after investigation, the opening 
of a post office at Sankrodh Khurad is justified If the need for a post 
office is established, the Postmaster- General will take steps to open it 
when funds at his disposal permit 

Resoiution re Establishment of Villagf Panchayats 

911 *Mr. N. 0. Kelkar* (i) Will Government be pleased to state what 
\dion the (TO\ernment of India have t<iken on the Kesolution recommend- 
ing the Government to appoint a mixed committee of officials and non- 
officials to examine rural conditions and establish panchayats, passed by 
the Legislative Assembly on the 17th September, 1929? 

(ii) Will Government be pleased to state wbat steps, if any, they have 
hitherto taken or propose to lake m the neai future to introduce and 
popularise the constitution of village pancha\nts m centralh adminis- 
tered aieas, in accordance with the assurance given by Sir Frank Noyce 
dining tlu debate on the Re'^olution ^ 

(ill) Will Government be pleased to state if they propose to lay down 
a geneial policy for the guidance of the Provincial Governments, with a 
view to accelerate the growth and establishment of , village panchavats in 
al) the provinces of British India? 

Sir Frank Noyce: (i) For the reasons wffiich w'ere fully stated by the 
Government spokesman in the course of the debate on the subject m this 
House in September last, the Government of India have not found them- 
selves m a position to accept the view that a central committee should be 
appointed to inquire into the administration of what is a provincial trans- 
ferred subject Copies of the debate have, however, been forwarded to 
Local Governments for information and for such action as they may con- 
sider suitable 

(ii) The views of the Local Administrations have been invited as to 
the act’on which should be t^iken to stimulate the development of village 
panchavats in their respective areas As regards the North-West Front- 
ier Province, the Government have expressed their agreement with the 
Chief Commissioner that that province does not offer a hopeful field for 
efforts to establish village panchayats This view is borne out by the ex- 
perience of the adjacent districts in the Punjab in which not a single regular 
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panchayat has yet been formed A similar decision has been taken ie 
regard to Baluchistan, conditions m which also present special featiires. 

• The question of extending the Punjab Village Panchayat Act, 1921, tc 
Delhi 18 under consideration In Coorg, a Panchayat Act is already ir 
existence and the Chief Commissioner is considering ways and means oi 
establishing village panchayats As regards Ajmer-Merwara, the local 
authorities have promised to submit a report after examining the regula 
tions that obtain in the United Provinces 

(ill) Government are unable to accept this suggestion The matter ifi 
one which is primarily the concern of Ministers in provinces 

Appointment of Non-Fi^popfans as Phots and Harboir Masters 

IN Rangoon 

912 ’^Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: (a) Are Government aware that n< 
non-Europeans have so far been empbjyed as Piloto or Harbour Master 
m the Port of Rangoon'^ 

(h) Are Government piepared to afford facilities to non-European 
residing in Burma to quality as Masters? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) So far as the Government oi 
India are aware, no Indian has been appointed as a Pilot or Harboui 
Master at Rangoon 

(h) 1 (presume that the Honouiable Member is leferiing to facilities 
for obtaining certificates of competency as Masters The Government o 
India do not propose to afford further facilities in this direction than arc 
already piovided by the Tiaining Ship “Duffenn" at Bombay 

CONSTRrCTTON OI' A RoMAN CaTHOI 1C ChURC'H AT MlN( VI ON CANTON- 
MENT, Burma 

913 *Mr Jehangir K Munshi* (a) Will Goveinmcnt be pleased t< 
state what progress has been made in building the Roman Catholic Church 
IMingaladon Cantonments, Burma? 

(h) (i) Have an\ plans and estimates been forwarded by the militai, 
authorities to the Goveinment of Burma m connection with the saa 
churc 1) ? 

(ii) If not, are Goveinment prepaied to see that the matter is expedited 

(ill) Will Grovernment be pleased to state when the building of the sai( 
cliiircli will he completed*^ 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) The necessity for the construe 
tion of a Roman Catholic Church at Mmgaladon Cantonment has beei 
accepted and the local militarv authorities have been asked to submi 
proposals through the Government of Burma 

(b) (i) No, not yet 

(ii) The Government of Burma have reminded the local militar 
authorities 

(in) It is not possible to give this mfonnation at present 
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Representaiions i-rom Postmen 

346. Mr 0. S. Ranga Iyer: (a) Will Go\emment be pleased to state if 
it IS a fact that when rcpiesentations are made hy the postmen to increase 
the staff, thev are informed that their request cannot be complied with 
either on financial grounds or on the giound that statistics do not justify it? 

(6) Is it a fact that a Postmaster’s recommendation for increase in the 
number of clerks is in\ariablv complied with and rarely refused? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: {a) and (b) No, Sir 

Strength of Staff at the Palo hat Post Office 

347 Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: (a) Wdien w^as Palghat post office made 
a s(>lection grade post office? 

(b) W'diat was the stiength of the clerical or the postmen staff prior to 
Its con\ersion as a selection grade post office*’ 

(c) What IS the present strength in both cases? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) From December Ist, 
1919 

(b) Ten clerks excluding the sub postmastei and nine postmen includ- 
lag one village postman 

(c) Eleven and eight, respectively 

Strength of Staif at the (’oimbatore Post Office 

348. Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: (a) Is it a fact that the demand of Coim- 
batoie postmen to increase then number was rejected on the ground that 
there is not statistical justification for the inciease*’ 

(b) Is it a fact that in the same post office of Coimbatore the clerical 
establishment was strengthened by tw^o hands in one year? 

(c) What was the strength of the clerical and postmen staff at Coim- 
batore m 1919 and the strength at present? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a), (b) and (c) Govern- 
ment have no information, but inquiries are being made and the result 
will be communicated to the Honourable Member 

Pay and Service of Postmen in the Madras Cieolb. 

349. Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
if there was any revision of pay of postmen in 1928? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, how and when was 
the revision given effect to m the Madras Circle? 

(c) Was the pay revised with retrospective effect, and after due con- 
sideration of the service rendered by each official? 

(d) la it a fact that the seniors and juniors are getting equal pay and 
whyjl 
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(e) How many postmen aie empluved in each of the undermentionod 
Post Offices, the length of service and the present pa> of each 


1 Mangaiore 

2 Erode 
8 Panruti 

4 Chidambaram 

5 Pondicherry 

6 Coimbatore 


7 Ramnad 

8 Dindigul 

9 Cuddalore 

10 Palamcottah 

11 Nellore 
VJ Guntur 


13 Beiwada 

14 Chirala 

15 Tenkaai 

16 Ellore 

17 Cocaiiada 

18 Salem? 


The HonouTAble Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) Yes , 

(b) The revision was given effect to from the 1st May, 1928, and was 
carried out m accordance with the Fundamental Rules 

(c) The reply to the first part is in the negative With respect to 
the second part, transfers from the old to the new scales of pay were 
regulated under the Fundamental Rules 

(d) Government have no information as to the precise operation of 
the rules in individual cases But such a result does not infrequently 
arise in every Department from the application of the Fundament^ 
Rule 

(e) Government do not propose to call for the information as the ex- 
penditure of time and labour required for its collection would, in the 
opinion of Government, be out of all proportion to the importance of the 
result 


The Crew System 

350 Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Are Government likely to replace 
the crew system by the old system ? 

(b) Why are persons now acting as crews and crews-in-charge debarred 
from the benefit of the Provident Fund and gratuity rules? 

(c) Will Government give the number of the crew in-charge, recruited 
in the year 1929? How many of them were promoted from the rank of the 
crew? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) The Honourable Member’s attention is 
invited to my reply to part (a) of his starred question No 584 on the 17th 
March The matter is at present under the consideration of the Govern- 
ment of India 

(b) The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to my reply to 
part (b) of his starred question No 584 on the 17th March 

(c) I am asking the Agent of the East Indian Railway to furnish the 
information and I will communicate later with the Honourable Member. 

Hours of Work of Crews akd Grant of Compassionate Allowance 
m Case of Accident 

861 Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) How manv hours per day is a crew 
expected to work? Are the\ allowed overtime? If not, why not? 

fbl Are Government aw are that the members of the crew sometimes are, 
required to w'ork 18 hours a dav? 
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(c) Have GoverDment allowed any compassionate allowance to the 
family of the crew who met wnth accidental death? 

(d) Is the compassionate allowance only for persons bearing European 
names? If not, will Government be pleased to state the names of persons, 
whose families were granted compassionate allowances after their accidental 
death? 

Hr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) In regard to the hours of work of crewmen, 
the Honourable Member is referred to the information supplied to Mr. 
Amar Nath Dutt in Railway Board's letter No 164-L , dated 80th Novem* 
her, 1929, a copv of which is in the Library of the House 

I have called for mfonnation on the subject of the grant of overtime 
to crewmen and will communicate with the Honourable Member when it 
IS received 

(b) No 

(c) and (d) It the Honourable Member w^ll let me know definitely the 
particular case or cases he has in mind I shall supply him with the inform* 
ation he wants 

I would like to make it clear, however, that no racial discrimination 
exists in the matter of the grant of compassionate gratuities 

Investment of the Railway Reserve and Depreciation Funds 

352 Dr. Zlauddm Ahmad, (a) Do Government consult Standing 
Railwav Finance Committees about the manner in which the Reserve and 
Depreciation Funds are invested? 

(b) If not, do Government propose to consult the Committee in future 
before investing its Reserve and Depreciation Funds? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: As was explamed to the Honourable Member 
m reply to his question No 587 on 17th March, 1930, Reserve and Depre- 
ciation Funds are not invested in any real sense of the word, but are merg- 
ed in the balances of the Government of India That being so, there can 
be no question of consulting the Standing Finance Committee for Rail- 
ways about the manner in which they are invested 

Purchase of the Bengal and North Western Railway by 
Government 

363 Dr. Ziauddin Ajhmad: (a) When will the contract of the Bengal 
and North Western Rsulway come to an end? 

(b) Have Government begun negotiations for the purchase of the 
Bengal and North Western Railway'^ 

(c) Have Government estimated the amount required for its purchase'^ 
If so, what 18 the amount? 

(d) What dividend did the Bengal and North Western Railway pay 
during 1928-29? 

Mr. A. A. L. Paraons: (a) The earliest date on which the contraci^ 
can be deteormmed is Slst December, 1932 ^ 

(b) No negotiations are in progress ' 
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(c) The ipurchase price is estimated approximately at a little over 10 

million sterling ^ 

(d) 19 per cent 


Railway Peojects 

354 Dr, Ziauddin Ahmad: {a} What are the new railway projects 
costing five Takhs or more, which the Go\ernment are contemplating to 
initiate duung the next three years? 

(6) Have Government taken the consent of the Railwa\ Finance Com- 
mittee? 

(c) Will Government lay the details of the projects with estimate 
before the Assembly before actual!} starting the w'ork*^ 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) There are no new projects costing five lakhs 
or more which Government propose to initiate m 1930-31 As 
regards 1931-82 and 1932-38, it is not possible at present to forecast what 
projects Government are likely to be able to take up 

(b) and (c) Do not ^anse 

Unclaimed Interest on Government Securities 

866 Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) What is the amount of unclaimed 
interest in the years 1926-27, 1927-28 and 1928-29, in the Post Office 
Savings Bank, Government Securities, War Bonds and Loans, etc ? 

(b) To whom do Government piopose to hand over the unclaimed 
interest? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) The information is not avail- 
able and Government do not consider that the advantage to be obtained 
from ooirnpilmg the necessary figures would be commensurate with the 
ivork involved 

(b) Interest not claimed in the year m which it falls due may be olaim- 
5 d m subsequent years Interest wffiich is not claimed is not debited to 
Revenue and this reduces Government expenditure and the general burden 
)f taxation 


SHORT NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWER 

Hunger Strike by the Kakori Prisoners in Bareilly Jail. 

Mr. M. 8 . Aney (on behalf of Mr N C Kelkar) (o) Is it a fact that 
lome of the Kakon prisoners in Bareilly Jail are on hunger strike? 

(b) Is it a fsiot that they so exhausted that they may die any moment? 

y (o) Is it a fact they have started the hunger strike on account of their 
liauding grievsuice, that they are not given the benefit of even Ulie new 
Tail Rules for treatment of prisoners? 
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(d) Is it a fact that these pnsoners are still treated as “G” class 
prisoners ? 

(<?) Is it a fact that they are willing to give up hunger strike if they 
are treated even as “B” class prisoners? 

(/) Will Government state whether the new Jail Buies have been 
communicated to the authorities of the Bareilly Jail? If so, when? 

(gt) If not, will Government explain why they were not so oommuni- 
-cated? 

(h) Will Government state whether the jail authorities of Bareilly have 
been asked for and given any explanation of their conduct in not making 
the new Jail Rules applicable to these prisoners? 

(t) Are Government prepared to take immediate steps to see that the 
^levances of these hunger strikers are redressed at once? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: (a) Yes 

(b) My information is that their condition is fair 

(c) They started hunger-striking on the 8th February, before the new 
rules were brought out 

(d) They have been treated as ordinary pnsoners under the old rules. 

(e) I imderstand that this is so 

(/) to (t) The Jail Superintendents were duly instructed to make 
their recommendations about the classification of pnsoners, and the Local 
Government have now had sufficient matenal to begin considering the 
cases as a whole and have passed orders regarding prisoners in a number 
of their jails They have classified the Kakon pnsoners, among others, 
m B class 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Will the Honourable Member make it clear 
to the House what he means by saying, “Their condition is faiF’? 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy: That is they are not on the point of death 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: That is the report we received from 
the Local Government, and I am afraid I cannot amplify it 


MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL OF STATE 

Secretary of the Assembly: Sir, the following Message has been recav- 
'cd from the Secretary of the Council of State 

“I am directed to inform you that the Council of State hw, at its meeting held on 
the 27th March, 1930, agreed without anv amendment to the Bill further to amend the 
Sea Customs Act, 1878, to fix the duty on sflU manufactured in, or imported by land int^ 
certain parts of British India, to vary certain duties leviable under the Indian Tariff 
Act, 1884, to fix maximum rates of postage under Indian POat Ofiic© Act, lOT, to 
fix rate* of income-tax, to vary the excise doty on kerosene leviable under the Indian 
Pinance Act, 1922, and further to amend the Indian Paper Currency Act, 1923, and the 
Indian Pi^nce Act, 1926, wh^ch was passed by the Legislatiye Assembly at its meeting 
held on the 24th March, 19W ** 

B 



DEMANDS EOB SUPPLEMENTABY GBAXTS FOB 1929-30 

Intbkkst Off Debt and Beduction or Avoidance of Debt. 

The Honourable Sir Oaorge Schuster (Finance Member) Sir, I beg to 
move 

“lhat a supplementary aum not evceedin^ Rs 3 62,000 be gi anted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the chargea which will come in course of payment during 
the year enditig the 3Iiit day of March, 1930, in respect of ‘Interest on debt and 
reduction or avoidance of debt* ’* 

The motion was adopted 

Foreign and Political Department. 

The Hofioureble 6ir Oeorge Schuster: Sir, I beg to move 

“That a supplementary sum not exceeding Ifc 43,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the Slst dav of March, 1930, in respect of ‘Foreign and Political 
Depaitment* “ 

Mr. Prssidsilt: Will the Honourable Member kindl\ tell the House for 
what purpose this supplementary Demand is asked for to enable me to 
decide whether the amendment tabled le m order 

The Honourable Sir Oeorge Schuster: The supplementary Demand is 
required to meet the cost of telegrams, which attained an unexpectedly 
high figure The circumstances m which this had occurred are fully 
feported m the proceedings of the Standing Finance Committee, which- 
have been circulated to Honourable Members 

Hr. PreMsnt: Has that anything to do with the deportation and con- 
tinued ill-treatment of the ex-Maharaja of Nabha? 

The Honourable Sir Oeorge Schuster: I am unable to trace any direct 
eonhectiOT between the two subjects. 

ICr. President: The question is* 

“That a BUpplementaiy sum not exceeding Ra 43,000 be granted to the Govefnor 
Geneial in Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during 
^e year etuding the Slst da> of March, 1930, in respect of ‘Foreign and Political 
Department' “ 

Mr. M. K. Acharya (South Arcot cum Chmgleput Non-Muhammadan* 
Bural) Sir, I beg to move * 

“That the Demand for a supplementary som 

Mr. President: Before the Honourable Member moves his amendment, 
T want him to tell me how his motion Tfl ih order, because, as the Honour- 
able Member already knows, oti a sdjjpletAentiu^ Demand for Grantee so 
questions of policy can be raised, but any question that is directly con- 
cemed with or relevant to the expenditure that is necessary can bo 
allowed 

Mr. M. K, Acharya: I presume, horn the details I have b^n able to 
get about the grant in question, that a portion of that grant will certainly 
be spent m probably issuing instruotlonc to guide the personal conduct of 
the ex-Maharaja of Nabha, who is now confined in Kodaikanal. Therefore^ 

( 2670 ) 
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before even a single pie could be utilised for that purpose, the House will 
have to be satisfied and the House has got reason to demand that proper 
treatment is afforded to the person who is now confined in jail under 
Government custody in Kodaikanal hills That, I think. Sir, is perfectly 
relevant to the question before us whether this supplementary sum could 
be given for use of telegrams and things of that kind for the Foreign and 
Political Department a portion of which I think was certainly going to be 
spent in regard to this particular purpose If you, however, rule my motion 
out of order, I shall not move it 

Hr. £. B. Howell (Foreign Secretary). May I assure the Honourable 
Member that no portion of the money was spent on telegrams of that 
nature ? 

Mr. President: I am afraid m that case I cannot allow the Honourable 
Membei to move his amendment ♦ 

Mr. Faxal Ibrahim BahimtuUa (Bombay Central Division Muham* 
madan) Sir, I have got an amendment! in my name to this Demand 

Mr. President: Is that also connected with the expenses on telegrams? 

Mr. E. B. Howell: I must admit. Sir, that some of this has been spent 
on telegrams for matters connected with the amendment which my Hon- 
ourable friend is proposing If I may say so, it w^as more or less, at hig 
direct request, that monej was spent on telegi:am8 for matters connected 
with this affair 

Mr. President: I do not quite follow the Honourable Member Hag this 
motion any connection with the supplementary Demand for Grant? 

Mr. E. B. Howell* No real connection, Sir We have spent some small 
portion of this sum, the grant for which is now asked for, on telegrams, 
some of w'hich — perhaps one or two of which — were connected with the 
subject matter which mv Honourable friend has in mind, and which he has 
mentioned in his motion But mav I make a further observation, Sir? 
Even supposing that that is so, I would ask your ruling. Sir, whether the 
Honourable Member’s motion is in order, seeing that it cannot be discussed 
without affecting the relations between the Government of India and the 
ruler of a foreign State, the State of Muscat, to which Gwadur belongs 

Mr. Faial Ibrahim BahimtuUa. I want to raise This issue because I want 
to know what measures the Government of India are adopting in order to 
ensure the life and property of British subjects who are residing m Gwadur 
temporarily for the purpose of business The Bntish resident is the repre- 
s^tative of His Majesty for the safegusmling of these subjects, and I wish 
to^aise the discussion in order to find out what part he has played during 
the disturbances of 1929 I have no desire to bnng the State of Muscat 
at aU into this debate Sur, I beg to move . . 

^ Mr. S. p. How«B: Sir, I am asking for your ruUng whether the Hon- 

iMjrable Member’s motion is in order, in view of the fact that it concerns 
relatione with another State 

* •“Thut the demand for a enpplementary grant of a sum not exceeding Rs 43,000 

in respect of ‘Foreign and Political Depaurtment' be reduced by Rs 100 " (The 

deportation aod continued ill treatment of the Ex-Maheraja of Nabha.) 

f**T]iat the Dettand for a eupplementaiT grdut of a smn not exceeding Be 45,000 
in respect o| ’Foreign and Political Department’ be reduced by Rs. lOP ” (Treatment 
of British i^jecte ^ Qwadnr.) 

B ^ 
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Mr. President: It is a very difficult question, and if the Honourable 
Member will enlighten me as to which rule or Standing Order debars any 
such discussion on a budget cut, I shall be much obliged 

Mr. E. B. Howell: I shall endeavour to convince you, Sir The Honour- 
able Member’s complamt is that, in the course of certain disturbances 
which arose in the town of Gwadur last year, a member of the Khoja com- 
munity, who are m a very small mmonty there, was murdered, and it 
.imounts to a complamt that the case was not very adequately investigated 
by the Muscat authorities, and that the persons guilty of the murder were 
not punished as they should have been A matter of this sort necessarily 
affects the relations between the Government of India and the authonties 
of the Muscat State m that the Government of India could not possibly 
express any opinion to the adequacy of those proceedings and the measures 
taken without affecting their relations with the Muscat State 

Hr. President: I quite understand that, but under what rule or Stand- 
ing Order is a discussion of a matter of that kind prohibited on a budget 
cut? 

Mr. X. B. Howell: With all due deference I understand it is prohibited 
by Legislative Buie 28 (1) 

Mr. President: That applies to Resolutions, does it not? 

Mr. X. B. Howell: It does 

Mr. President : This is not a Resolution. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, on a point of order, I venture 
to submit that, if you allowed a motion of this kind to be discussed m 
connection with a supplementary Demand of this kind, you would, in 
effect, be departing from the spint of the rule which you have hitherto 
applied in dealing with these questions A supplementary grant for the 
cost of telegrams must obviously cover telegrams dealing with practically 
every subject which comes within the purview of the Foreign and Politick 
Department But if the mere fact that a sum of, say, eight annag has been 
spent on a telegram on a question of policy enables the Honourable Mem- 
ber to imtiate a debate on that policy m this Assembly I submit it would 
lead to a 'great waste of time and diversion of attention to matters of policy 
on occasions whei' this House ought not really to be aaked to deal with 
them 

Mr. Prasidant: That is a point that I understand 

Pandit Hirday Hath Kunxru (Agra Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) : 
Sir, nuiv I pomt out with reference to what fell from Mr Howell? 

Mr. President: I do not wish to give any ruling on the mam objection, 
because it involves a very important pomt of principle and J should not 
like to hazard any opinion all at once There must be a full discussion 
before I can gi\e an\ definite ruling, but in view of the observations made 
by the Honouinble the Finance Member, I am not inclined to cdlow the 
Honourable Member to proceed with his motion. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunara: This is without prejudice to the larger 

question raised bv Mr Howell? 
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Mr. President: Yes, without prejudice to the larger question The 
question is: 

“That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs 43,000 be granted to the Governor 
General m Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during 
the yeai ending the 31st day of March, 1930, in respect of ‘Foreign and Political 
Department’ ” 

The motion was adopted 

Miscellaneous Departments. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move 

“That a supplementary sum not exceedin^j Rs 3,30,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defrav the charges which will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of March, 1930, in respect of ‘Miscellaneous Depart- 
ments' “ 

As there is another amendment* tabled in connection with this Demand 
I \Aould explain that the purpose of this Demand is 

Mr. President: Does any amount out of this go to the party leaders? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuater: I trust not, Sir 

Mr. President: The question is 

“That a supplemental y sum not exceedia^r Rs 3,30,000 be granted to the Goveinor 
General in Council to defrav the charges which will come in course of payment during 
the jear ending the 3lst day of Maith, 1930, m respect of ‘Miscellaneous Depart- 
ments’ ’’ 

The motion was adopted 


Civil Works. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move 

‘ That a supplement uv sum not exceeding Rs 11,70,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the chaiges which will come m course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day ot Maich, 1930, in respect of ‘Civil Works’ ’ 

Mr. President (to Dr Ziauddm Ahmad) The Honourable Member \Ai8hes 
bv hi8 amendment f to rame a question of policy which I cannot allow” 

The question is 

“That a bupplemertai j sum no*^ exceeding Rs 11,70,000 be granted to the Governor 
Geneial in Council to defray the charge^ which will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of Mauli, 1930, in respect of ‘Civil Works’ 

The motion was adopted 


THE COTTON TEXTILE INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL 

Points of Order 

Mr. President: Before the House proceeds with further discussion on 
the Cotton Tanff Bill, I propose to give the Chair’s decision on the points 
of order raised 

By ‘Mr Gaya Prasad Singh 

•“That the Demand for a supplementary grant of a sam not exceeding Rs 45,000 
in respect of ‘Foreign and Political Department’ (pa^e 2) be reduced by Rs 100 ’’ 
(Ineli^ility of Indiana for appointment as Diplomatic reprwentatives ) 

f'That the Demand for a supplementary grant of a sum not exceeding Bs. 11,70,000 
10 respect of ^Civil Works’ be r^uced by m 100 ’’ {Bad snpervisioii and over payi- 
ment in the works done at Dehra Don ) 
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'ihe Honourable the Leader of the Opposition formulated for the 
<Jh(tjr’s consideration the following propositions 

1 Whether the interpretation put the Honourable Sir George 

Kainy on the fiscal convention is correct and consistent with 
the recent declaration of the Secretary of State, 

2 Whether the attitude taken up by the Government that they 

have not an open mind m regard to his amendment, and that, 
if that or any other amendment is accepted by the House, 
they wall not further proceed with the Bill, is consistent with 
the fiscal autonomy convention, 

3 Whether official and nominated non-official Members are entitled 

to record their votes on a division on this Bill 

^I’he Honourable the Leader of the Independent Party then raised a 
point of order ns to whether anv of the three points, which have been 
stated, and which are contained m the statement of Pandit Madan 
Mohan Malavivn, are points of order, having regard to the progress of the 
Bill 

The Honourable the Law Member concurred with the Honourable the 
Leader of the Independent Party m the view that they are not points 
of ordei 

The central contention is that, even if the points of order raised by the 
Honourable the Leader of the Opposition were sound, it does not seem 
that the Chair can give any relief, and where no relief is possible, no point 
of order can arise 

The Chair cannot concur with this view The test whether a point is 
a point of order is not as to whether the Chair can give any relief, but 
whether it involves an interpretation of the rules. Standing Orders and 
vanous parts of the constitution which regulate the course of business of 
the House m one form or another, and whether it raises a question 
which the Chair alone can decide The points of order raised by the 
Honourable the Leader of the Opposition fulfil these conditions I there- 
fore rule that the points raised bv the Honourable the Leader of the 
Opposition are points of order within the Standing Orders and rules of 
the House 

1 The Honourable the Leader of the Opposition, by his first point, 
invites the Chair to give the House its authoritative interpretation of the 
fiscal convention I desire to assure him and the House that, if I were 
satisfied that such interpretation was necessary for any specific purpose 
connected with the debate on this Bill, I should have, without hesitation, 
responded But from what will follow later;, the House will see that it 
is wholly unnecessary for me, for the purpose we have in hand, to proceed 
to interpret the Convention at this stage I therefore refrain from doii^jg 
so 

2 position with regard to the second point is not so clear " The 

null industry of India is admittedly on its la^ legs and needs immediate 
and substantial protection The Government of India haye 
iubmiUed their proposals in ih^ behalf to this House m the 
fiMi of this Bill hamd tm t1>A iimivention Hiev tell the House 
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in the initial stages of the Bill, that if the Assembly does not accept 
their proposal, it will be impossible foi them to proceed further with the 
Bill This has created an impression m the minds of Honourable Mem- 
iiers that, if the House did not accept the pixiposals of the Government 
of India, the mill industry of India would go without any protection, re- 
sulting m its total destruction Several speakers, during the course of 
the debate, have expressed their strong resentment nnd disapproval of tbit 
ettitude of Government 

In the considered opinion of the Chair, the Go\ernment w^ere not within 
their rights in taking up that attitude, hnvmg regard to the terms of the 
convention, and this is so, whichever of the two interpretations of the con- 
vention 18 correct If we take the interpretation of the Leader of the 
Opposition, that the vote of the House is final and binding on Govern- 
ment, the Government are bound to proceed with the Bill and take the 
"vote of the House on it According to the other interpretation, viz , 
that put by the Commerce Member, as soon as disagreement is found be- 
tween the Legislature and the Government, the Secretary of State w^ould 
resume his powers of direction, supenntendence and control That means 
that the Secretary of State might cither agree with the Government of 
India or with the Legislature But if the House, bv the attitude ('f 
the Government, is virtualh compelled to accept the Government’s )>ro- 
posals, no case foir the interference of the Secretary of State w’ould arise, 
and the House would thus be deprived of the opportunity of recording their 
f^'ee vote on them and having the matter examined by the Secretary of 
Btate In either view, therefore, a free vote of the House is essential In 
all measures under the convention It is therefore clear that the state- 
ment that the Government would not proceed with the Bill is not 
warranted by the constitutional position, and is also calculated to senoualv 
interfere with the free vote of the House In the first case, w^here it is 
contended that the vote of the House is of a binding character, the Gov- 
einment of India are bound to proceed with the Bill In the other case 
"where the Secretary of State resumes his powers, he might throw' his 
'sv'eight with the Legislature and direct the Government of India to pro- 
ceed with the Bill, and even where he does not accept the view of the 
Legislature he might ask the Government of India to proceed bv way of 
recommendation or certification The Government of India are not fair 
lo themselves or to the Secretarv of State when they convey an impres- 
sion that, if the House did not accept their proposals, they w'ould allow 
the mill industry of India to go to wreck and ruin 

In these circumstances, and in the interests of the freedom of vote m 
this House, and in either view of the convention, it is due to the House 
that the Government of India should, even at this late stage, reconsider 
their position and tell the House that they have an open mind and that 
"they have not finally decided, and indeed could not decide, wildiout Ttefer- 
once to the Secretarv of State, to drop the Bill, in the event of the 
House amending their proposals m any manner I hope they W^ll 
realise, on reflection, if indeed thev have already not done so, 
that by the extraordinary attitude they have taken up, thev 
IrAve denied the House an opportunity to convince them by argu- 
ments and persuasion and thus rendered the Whole debate od this measure 
unreal and farcical, and violated the spirit of tlS^ convention’.'' aware 

suggeaHoh laade by me, even if carried out hv. Goyerqpeg^, "would 
tie rmtoh^f done by thp 
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3iember That, however, js the minimuim that is due to the House m the* 
interest of free expression of opinion and freedom of vote, so necessary m 
this mattciT. 

8 I now come to the third point The Honourable the Leader of the 
Opposition contends that official and nominated non-official Members are 
not entitled to record their votes on any division on this measure I fully 
appreciate the point of view of the Leader of the Opposition that any 
decjision taken in a House, constituted as this is, with 144 Members, of 
whom 26 do not represent any electorate in India, will go forth to the 
V'orld as the decision of India in favour of Imperial Preference and it 
is therefore necessary that if the convention is to be worked m the spirit of 
the recommendation of the Joint Parliamentary Committee, official Mem- 
bers should not vote But, I hope, he will, m his turn, appreciate the 
limitations of the Chair, due to the constitution under which it is bound 
to conduct the business of this House, and I am sure no one knows more 
than the Leader of the Opposition that, bv no possible- stretch of lan^age 
IS it open to the Chair to rule that official Members shall not vote Ihe 
question whether they should or should not vote is for them to decide As 
to their right to vote, there can be n(> question So also the right of the 
non-offioial nominated Members I a^ee that leal fiscal autonomy is 
possible, even under the CMstmg constitution, if the decision on fiscal 
measures is left to the vote of the non-official Membtis and such decision 
is legarded as binding on the Executive but this can be done by a con- 
^ cntion and not by a ruling of the Chair I therefore rule that the official 
and nominated non-official Members are entitled to record their votes 

Before we proceed with the discussion of this measiiie, I desire to tell 
Honourable Members that it is mv wish to finish this Bill in the course of 
the day and I hope and trust Honourable Members will co-operate with 
me in pushing through the various sta^B If the Covernment also would 
restrict other business only to non-contioversial matters, we ma> hnish 
the whole business and ad,]ourn the House But that is for them to con- 
sider, but so far as the whole House is concerned, I appeal to them to co- 
operate with me in putting through this particular measure tocla\ 
(Applause ) 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra (Member for Industries and 
Labour) May I ask you, Sir, to adjourn the House up to half past two, to 
enable me and mv colleagues on these Benches to consider the decision >ou 
have given particularly that which refers to the action taken by my 
Honourable colleague, Sir George Bainy, at an earlier stage of this discus- 
sion, so that we may inform \ou as to the course of action which Goyem- 
ment propose to take m regard to that decision ^ 

Mr Preiident: The Honourable Member, before voting takes place, 
con sav whether, on behalf of the Government, he is prepared to accept 
that suggestion or not The suggestion-^he knows I have not given it the 
form of a definite ruling which I must enforce I have merely made a sugges 
tion m the general interest of the House as a wMe. and m the interest ^ 
the growth of Parliamentary institutions in this country yet 

Honourable the I^jader of the House wants tune. I am perfectly wilbng to- 
adpum the House till half past Two 

Mr. X. A. Jlnnali (Bombar City Muhammadan Urban)- No, Sir. 
No useful purpose will be served m View of the expression of opinion that 
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jou have given I think, Sir, — most respectfully I submit — that we should 
proceed with the Bill and the Government can make their statement at 
any time they like 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: If, as I understand it 

more precisely, it is a suggestion and not a decision, I am quite willmg to 
fall in with your desires in the matter 

Mr. President: I have made a suggestion which might be turned into 
a decision any moment It all depends upon what the Government ere 
going to say 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: That is^my precise diffi- 
culty I thought this was a rulmg, a decision, and therefore I wanted time 
If, on the other hand it is a mere suggestion for the consideration of the 
Government and Government will have an opportunity of considenng the 
matter between now’ and the time when the debate on this Bill comes to 
a conclusion, in view of w^hat fell froni my Honourable fnend, the 
Leader of the Independent Party, I have not the slightest desire to stop 
the progress of this discussion 

Mr. President: I think we had better proceed with the Bill, because 
it is my desire that w e should get through this Bill today 

The House will lesumc further consideration of the Bill further to 
amend the Indian Tariff Act, 1894, and to amend the Indian Tariff (Cotton 
Yarn Amendment) Act, 1927 

I think we have had 4^ da\8 debate on this and everv aspect of the case 
has been threshed out and all that is required is really that the Honourable 
the Commerce Member should give his reply to the Debate on the amend- 
ment* and we can then piocoed further^ 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Rail- 
w’a}8) 1 think the House would like to hear Mr Hard\ , who is in a posi- 

tion to speak on one aspect of the ease with greater authority than anybody 
else, and that is with regaid to the administrative difficulties 

Mr. President: It he proimsos not to be long, certainly 

Mr. O S Hardy I w ill not he long 

Mr, President: Mr Hardy 

Mr. G. S. Hardy (CommiKc Department Nominated Official) Sir, 
it IS not often, during the debate on a measure in this House, that an 
executive officer of Government, who will be responsible for its working, 

IS given an opportunit\ of explaining on the floor of the House the diffi- 
culties which he apprehends will arise, should it become law I welcome 
that opportunity, Sir, and I ask the House to bear with me for a few 

•Amendment by Pandit Madan Mohan Mala\iya that 

“In aub clause (/) of clause 2, for the proposed Item No 156A, the following be 
sabstituted 

* 163A Cotton piece goodj . . t • Ad valf)fem 16 per oeftt. or 

3^ aanev per 
pound* which- 
evef is higher* ** 





LBOISJLATIVE ASSBMBI V 


[3l8T Mar 1930. 


(Mr 0. 8 Hardy ] 

moments whiie I describe some of the practical problems that wo^id anse 
if this amendment were passed and a mimmum specific duty, based on 
weight, were imposed on all classes of cotton piece-goods I should like 
to explain at the outset. Sir, that I am not concerned primarily with the 
additional labour and annoyance that will be caused to officers of the 
Customs Department, for I am quite sure that, if additional staff is required 
to carry out the wishes of this House, the House will give a sympathetic 
hearing to demands for any supplementary grants that ma\ be required 
for the purpose 1 am concerned, Sir, rather with the convenience and 
interests of piepe-goods importers, piece-goods merchants and piece-goods 
consumers It may oome as a surprise to those who are accustomed to 
regard the Customs officer as the natural and sworn enemy of trade, to 
find one posing as the champion of the rights of irnporttrs and pleading 
tor their mtereftis I can assure any Honourable Members, who hold that 
view, that we, Collectors of Customs, are on the most fnendlj terms with 
the large majority of importers It is true that, we have to extract from 
them the uttermost farthing which the law demands, but a great deal of 
our time is spent in trying to ensure that the process of extraction is 
performed as painlessly as possible We exercise m fact, Sir, the dual 
function of the dental surgeon and the ansesthetist, and it is m the latter, 
rather than in the former rapacity, that I appeal to the House to give 
some consideration to that long-suffering patient, the importer Let me 
first of all. Sir, describe, very briefly, the procedure which the importer 
has to follow before he can obtain po^^session of a consignment of piece- 
jjoods On the arrival of the steamer in port, he takes his bill-of-lading, 
the document that gives him the title to his goods, to the office of the 
steamship company who communicates to him the number of his parti- 
cular item in the ship’s nninifest without which he cannot make entry 
at the (Juctom House Thev also give him a deliver} order, which he will 
require at a later stage He then prepares his bill of-entry, in which he 
must give a complete descnption of his consignment, the number of 
packages, the marks of each, a sufficient <lescnption of each style foi 
the pill pose of both statistical classification and issessment, the number 
of pieces, the size of each, and the c i f cost He must also declare for 
each style the market price ruling in the port at the date of entry When 
he has completed his bill-of-entrv, he presents it to the import department 
vt^liich checks it with the corresponding item in the manifest and if it 
corresponds, he can then proceed to appraisement He takes his bill and 
other documents with the shipment-samples for each style to an appraiser, 
u ho sees that all the details are correctly transcribed, and then proceeds 
to check the market value I will not weary Honourable Members of this 
House with a full description of this process . any Honourable Member 
w ho IS interested will find an accoyint of it m paragraph 24 of mv Repeat 
If the appraiser is satisfied, he makes a provisional assessment which 
is then checked bv a second senior appraiser I v.ould remind this House 
that this second check was recently imposed as a result of the recommends, 
tions made by the Public Accounts Commiitee of this House I under- 
stand that the House attaches considerable importance to it 1 only 
mentoon it because it constitutes a further ccmiphoation m the process of 
the clearance of goods When this process is complete, he is then able 
,to proceed with the physical examination of his goods He takes hi« 
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-tlocumenta and the shipment samples to the wharf and W’lth tU© help of 
the Port Authority’s staff he identifies his packages, and presents them tc 
the exai^ning appraiser This officer checks the quantities, coraparee the 
goods with the sample on which the valuation has been based and, if 
everything is in order, he confirms the assessment The importer then 
pavs the duty, obtains a clearance order, goes to the Port Authority’s office 
and pays port charges, and is then finally m a position to clear his goods 
I am afraid, Sir, that this has been a %erv tedious description and I hope 
the House has not found it iindulv '\earisome If so, I should like to 
a‘*sure the House that it k a \ery much more wearisome business for the 
importer who has to carrj out the piocesses 1 have described He is only 
allowed a very limited free time for this purpose, beyond which he becomes 
-chargeable wuth demurrage 1 think it is a fa i statement to say that the 
■free time allowed m sufficient but only just sufficient if there is no hitch 
In the procedure and no dispute as to the assessment 

Now, Sir, we are proposing to complicate this process of clearance by 
the addition of a second assessment If this amendment is carried, the 
appraising" staff will have to carry out two separate assessments and compare 
the results before a final assessment can be made It may be suggested 
th.it the Port authorities should be moved to allow additional free time 
fur this purpose I am afiaid that this is not a prncticalile suggestion 
The free time allowed varies somewhat from port to port, but in each 
case has been very carefully calculated m relation to local conditions so 
<is to ensure rapid transit of eirgo and to avoid congestion It is clear, 
theiefore, that every impoitci \\ill be put to considerable inconvenience, 
unless we can reduce to a niinimum the trouble caused by this secotiq 
4idditioiial assessment 

Now, Sir, I should like lo point out that a minimum specific duty on 
•cotton piece-goods, based on weight is a definite departuie from ordinary 
tariff principles We have, in oui tariff, a large number of specific duties 
on sugar, coal, oils, and vanous jther articles, but in eyery case the specific 
duty IS based on the unit by v\bieh the goods are bought and sold Cotton 
goods in this country are occasion illy sold retail by weight and Indian 
Tnills occasionally sell by weight in the wholesale trade but, in the import 
trade, piece-goods are never bought or sold by weight, they are invanably 
sold by the piece The advantage ol having a duty based on a unit, which 
18 the unit of sale, is obvious If the duty is a minimum duty, then the 
ascertainment of quantity involved in assessing ad valorem duty is equally*! 
useful for the assessment of the spetific duty With a single specific duty, 
it the unit of assessment is the same as the unit of gale, we Have m the 
invoice for the article evidence of the first order as to the quantity of the 
goods on which the duty is pav able ^'he importer m not going tc pay for 
goods which he has not receivetl, and the supplier ig not going to send him 
goods for which he is not going to be paid Consequently there is a very 
strong presumption that the quantities stated m the invoice are correct, 
and we can confine ourselves, in assessing the specific duty on such an 
article, tc a mere percentage check of the weight or volume as the case 
mey be Now, we shall have no such safeguard m the assessment of this 
minimum duty Therefore, Sir, it is clear that we must carry out much 
more intensive checks of quantity and shall only be able to admnfister 
this mmlmurn duty without senous difficulty If we nbnfine H to eialMek 
ef foods Whioh for some special reason can be simply and expeditiouslt 
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weighed. I hope to convince this House that the only class of goods which, 
satishes this condition is the class of -“plain grey" goods as defined m the 
Government Bill- The distinctive features of plain grey goods for this 
purpose are that they are packed in bales, no one of which ordinanly 
contains cloth of more than one size or of one quahty The gunny pack- 
ing of the bale and the baling hoops constitute a very small proportion 
of the total weight of each bale Consequently, by weighing a bale and 
making a small empirical deduction for tare, we can arrive at the nett 
weight of the contents without any very great difficulty Now, Sir, grey 
dhotis are also packed in bales, but unfortunately the contents of such 
balM are not umform. We find that a large proportion of bales of dhotis 
contain goods of different styles and different sizes, all packed together, 
so that a part of the contents of a bale may be assessable to the specific 
duty and a part to the ad valoievi late, and we cannot theiefore make a 
proper assessment witliout opening the bale Nor would it be possible to 
apply the minimum duty to the gross contents of a bale, for this would 
offer an obvious and aunple method of evading the minimum duty and 
would pructicalK defeat its object This feature of the dhoti trade, of 
having bales packed with mixed assortments, is one that is very popular 
and one which 1 am suie this House would not wish to do anything to 
diacouiuge Tiie up counti^ merchant wants an assortment of different 
st^lcb, ever> man has his own taste m dhotis nci is everybody the same 
size 1 am quite sure that if my Honourable friend Mr Mody and m> 
Honourable friend Mr Bamsi} Scott and myself ueie to go out to buy 
dhotie together for our personal use, and the merchant to whom we went 
had only one size in stock, at least two of us would be disappointed I should 
like to emphasise this point further by calling the attention of the House 
to a consignment with whudi 1 recently had to deal It was a shipload 
of plain grey cloth from Japan consisting of some six hundred odd bales, 
there were fifteen diffeicnt stylos m the whole consignment, that is, an 
average of about 40 bales for each style Now, Sir, we could have 
12 Noon those fiOO bales to a specific duty by the weighment 

of a reasonable percentage, say 5 per cent of each style, so that 
only 30 bales would have to be weighed and none would have to be opened 
Now', I have here a document relating to a shipload of dhotis It covers 
11 pages, it lelates to oBl bales, and it includes 206 different lots, so that 
the least w'e could do in this case- would be to weigh 206 bales But 
out of those 206 lots, no h'ss than 62 were mixed consignments, each bale 
having a number of different sizes and 8t3de3 

Now, Sir, we alwajs try and avdid in the Custom Houses, the opening 
of bales of piece-goods, because, when once you open a bale by cutting 
the biding hoops over the gunny, the contents of the bale immediately 
expand to two or three times their original volume, and they cannot be 
replaced in the original packing I would ask the House to consider what 
would be the result if wo had to deal with a consignment like that and 
open 62 bales Honourable Members from Bombay may remember that 
some 10 or 12 years ago there was a large fire m the Moolji Jaitha piece- 
goods market I waa there the morning after the fire The Fire Brigade 
had extinguished the fire, the Salvage Corps were at work, and the streets 
all round were piled up with loose piece-goods. Now, Sir, that is what 
our wharves would look like if we tried to assess this spiecific duty on dhotis. 
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It may be suggested that dhotis might be packed m cases, but there are 
two objections to that Firstly, it is a much more expensive form of 
packing and as the goods aie not packed under pressure they occupy a 
much larger space and importeis will have to pa^ more freight, the extra 
cost ot which must fall on the eonsunier The second objection is that 
the assessment of a specific duty on goods in cases is itself very difficult. 
We have already had experience of assessing the minimum specific duty 
on cotton yarn, winch is both assessed and bought and sold by the pound. 
Even there we found w’hen we came to make check-weighments, that 
there was considerable \ariation owmg to moisture and other causes from 
the nominal weights on which the go^jds were sold We had some diffi- 
culty in arming at a satisfactory aiiaiigement with importers whereby we 
assessed on the selling weights and made reasonable allowances for such 
variations as were recognised by the trade We cannot apply that system 
to cotton piece-good's packed m cases which will be liable to similar vana 
tions because there is no “selling w^eight ’ We shall have tc undertake 
actual weighment of individual pieces from each separate lot of coloured 
and white goods They airive in lots which average only three or four oases 
to ouch lot, aud we shall have to open at least one in every three or foui 
and remove the contents for weighment Weighment of individual pieces 
is a delicate matter, we cannot use rough scales, nor can we carry delicate 
scales about the wharves We shall have to bring all the samples to the 
Klustom Houses, and I can say quite frankly that we simply have not the 
space tor the purpose There will be enormous delays m the assessment 
of these goods, wharves will be congested, trade will be dislocated, and 
shipping will be held up I think it is clear that the only class on which 
we can assess a specific duty with reasonable case and expedition is the 
class of “plam grey” goods ^as defined in the Bill I am quite prepared 
to admit that the minimum specific duty would not be applicable to all 
goods, but it must be remembered that we should not have to weigh those 
IgQods, which wert actuall} liable t(' the specific duty We should have 
to weigh all goods whose pnce w.is sufficiently near the cntical figure to 
raise the slightest doubt as to whetlier thev were liable to the minimum 
or not, and that would constitute a very large percentage of the total 

It may be argued that, m other countries, specific duties based on 
weight are to be found in their tariffs If they find them practicable, why 
not in Indian The answer, Sir, is this, that in those countries W'here 
specific duties are based on weight, a very large proportion of the piece- 
goods trade js done by weight, a lot of the trade is rail-bome and not 
sea-borne, and consequently freight is charged on weight and not on 
volume In none of those countnes le the variety of the trade anything 
like it is m India , m none of those countnes is the volume of the trade 
anything hke it is in India, and in none of them do they attempt to 
administer an alternative duty, such ns is proposed here 

Sir, it 18 a happy coincidence that the class of goods which Oovem- 
ment desire particularly to protect is the one which is particularly 
susceptible to simple and expeditious weighment Coinddenceg are always 
apt to arouse suspicion, but the reason for this one is not far to seek It is 
cheap standardised cloth which is packed m the simplest and cheapest form 
of packing and is consequently simple to weigh It is cheap standardised 
-cloth wh’ch comes m large uniform consignments which enable us to 
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be sutiahcd with a percentage check It is cheap standardised cloth which 
competes niobt severeh sv ith the Indian mills, and it is against the cheapo 
etandurdised cloth that the Indian mills require special protection to enable- 
them to organize similar standardization which will eventually result in 
cheapnebs to the consumer 

yir, when this debate finally comes to an end, when the last of the 
amendments has been moved and discussed, and when the Bill, in whatever 
form it may finall> take, becomes hxw Honourable Members from Bombay 
will be able to go back and enjoy the protection which this House may 
decide to give them Other Honourable Members, including m\ friend 
the Honourable the Commerce Member, will be able to go back and put 
this vexed question of cotton piece-goods tariffs out of their minds for the 
time being I, 8ir, shall not be m that fortunate position My trouble®, 
will just be beginning 1 appeal to all Honourable Members of tins House 
to 1 eject the amendment of the Honourable Bandit Madan Mohan 
Malaviya, which seeks to impose on the taiiff an anomaly which will cause 
very great inconvenience to importers, dislocation of trade and inevitable 
joss to the consumer 

Mr. K. A. Jinnah: I do not wish to take up the time of the House 
unnecessanly, but I want to make my position cleai with regard to this, 
amendment of m;y friend Bandit Madan Mohan Malaviya Sir, I am 
opposed to tins amendment on the merits 1 ha\e carefully considered 
this question and I have come to the conclusion that it is detrimental to 
the interests of India to accept this amendment The object of my Honoui- 
lible friend will not be served In my opinion it will enable Lancashire to 
escape completely from anj dut> beyond the 15 per cent revenue duty. 
So far as Japan is concerned, it escapes straightaway the 5 per cent 
protective diitv Therefore, Sir, I have come to tlie conclusion that this 
will not constitute an effective, or for the matter of that, an adequate, 
protection for the textile industry On the merits I am opposed to it 
The objection which has been pointed out by Mr Hard\ is only on the 
ground of administrative difficulties My difficulties are that it will enable 
Japan to escape this duty by turning its attention and energy to the 
manufacture of finer counts Out of the 14,000 million yards which form 
the total import from Lancashire, the goods which directly compete with 
our manufactures are about 186 million yards There Lancashire will 
probably completely escape, and Japan may turn its energies and its 
attention to making finer counts The result of this amendment would" 
be that the mill industr\ will be reduced to that protection only which 
18 given indireoth by the 15 per cent, revenue duty against Lancashire 

Uiat IS not giving adequate protection to the textile industry of ours 
and 1 am not prepared, merely with one object and the sole object, namely^ 
of getting rid of Imperial Preference, to reduce the measure of necessary 
protection and which is the main object of the Bill I think my Honour- 
able fnend is too much earned away with his ideas of Imperial Prefer^i^^ 
and IS earned aw'av to such an extent that, as long m he can secure the 
elimination of “Impenal Preference'*, he is indifferent as to what other 
disadvantages mny ensue 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions : Noii* 
Muhammadan Hural) ’ No. 
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Mr. M. A. Jinnah: The result of that amendment will be that There- 
tore X want to make it clear that [ •'m opposed to this amendment on the 
merits, but if there is an\ other proposal which «*an be considered by this 
House, I am quite willing, and my party is quite willing to give due con* 
sideration to that if circumstances pennit us to do so, but that st^ge is 
not reached yet 

Diwan Ohaman Lall (West Punjab Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, I cannot 
understand the jiosition taken up by the Leader of the Independent Pkrty. 
The original position taken up by him was this, that he would support 
the proposals of the Government of India as modified b\ Mr Chetty'a 
amendment, because he w as not in a position to alter those proposals 
except at the sacrifice of the Bill itself Now, 1 understand the position 
IS, the Honourable Member is not prepared to accept the amendment 
moved by the Honourable the Leader of the Nationalist Partj , because 
he IS opposed to it on its merits but that he is prepared to accept another 
amendment if it is moved 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: I have said the same thing from the start 1 said 
that my party would be prepared to consider any other amendment 1 
said at the very start that I mvself have got an amendment to move. 
Therefore I have not committed mvself to any particular amendment, but 
I said that I am open to consider the amendment under certain circum 
stances, but in so far as this amendment has been moved, I am opposed 
to it on its merits 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: The position is just as obscure as it w^as in the 
beginning I w^ant the Honourable Member to assist this House with re 
gard to the position that he has taken up Either the position is that 
he will accept nothing moved from this side of the House which materiallj| 
affects the proposition placed before the House bv Government 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: The Honourable Member is either dense or he 
refuses to understand I made it very clear that, so far as this amend 
ment is concerned. I am opposed to it on the ments If there is am 
other amendment, I am prepared to consider it I have got an nmendmeni 
to move myself 

Diwan Ohaman Itall: May I ask the Honourable Member to refer tc 
his speech? His onginal speech definitely stated the grounds on whicb 
he based his argument He said that he would accept the proposals ol 
the Government as modified by Mr Chetty, and they had hig fullegl 
support whether he agreed with them or not 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: That is not true, I never said that 

Diwan Ohaman Iiall: May I remind the Honourable Member that hi 
used the very expressive phrase, “beggars cannot be choosers”. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: I never said that in connection with this particula 
point I said that in answer to an interruption 

Diwan Oham a n X^dl: Any how, I take it that the Honourable Membe 
IS prepared to move hre amendment If any other proposal is put forward 
irom this side of the House which the Honourable Member is preparec 
to accept, wbich the Government may not accept, I want td know fron 
the Bonourable Member whether he would be prepared to Wreck this Bil 
even in that case. 
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Mr. M. A. Jinnah: That stage has not >et been reached I will inform 
the Honourable Member and the House 'when that stage is reached 

Mr. M. 8. Aney (Berar Eepresentative) May I ask one question about 
the procedure that w^e are following You have stated that you will allow 
Honourable Members who have got amendments to move them and then 
allow a general debate If my Honouiable friend Mr Jinnah has got an 
amendment, he should also move it 

Mr. President: 1 have restncted the debate to the two mam amend- 
ments, that of Mr Ghetty and that of Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya 
When they are disposed of, I will take other amendments 

Blwan Ohaman Lall: As I have already said, 1 am against the principle 
of Impenal Preference, as imported into this Bill by the amendment 
moved by Mr. Chetty Further, it the original Bill as well as the Finance 
Bib are examined, the principle of Imperial Preference is there If the 
Government were not to accept Mr Chetty ’s amendment, the position, as 
I understand it, would be this, that British goods would come in entirely 
duty free, whereas Japanese goods or other goods from other countries 
would be taxed That would be the position, but by accepting Mr Chetty s 
amendment, the position is altered in this respect that the Honourable 
Member over there, on behalf of Government, accepted certain modifica- 
tions in regard to long cloth and shirting and imposed a differential duty 
on Bntish goods I originally stated that the reason why the Govern- 
ment of India accepted Mr Chetty ’s amendment was very simple As the 
Honourable the Leader of the Nationalist Party has stated, the proposal 
was originally set forth by the Government of India before the Secretary 
of State, and they made Mr Chetty agree to the bnnging forward of an 
amendment of this nature Now, the reason why this amendment is 
brought forward is very simple As I said, Lancashire does not mind 
losing the trade in long cloth and shirting, which is only 77 million yards 
or less today, so long as they get this Impenal Preference m regard to 
other goods which, as the Honourable the Leader of the Independent Party 
said, amount to 1,400 million yards, but in reality a little more If tl^t 
IS the position, then they get preference m regard to coloured goods, and 
also m regard to white bleached goods, and they get preference m regard 
to dhotis They are therefore quite prepared to sacnfice the trade in long 
cloth and shirting The position as put forward bv the Government is 
this We are doing this in order to safeguard the interests of the consumer 
May I ask how the Government can reconcile that position when the actual 
effect of their measure will be to cut out competition from Japan and from 
other countnes? I want to ask a simple question of the Honourable 
Member Take the case of white bleached goods Is it or is it not a fact 
that the white bleached goods imported from United Kmgdom are about 525 
million yards, 'W'hereas the white bleached goods imported from Japan are 
only 5 million yards? Therefore, there is every danger for Lancashire 
that the trade from Japan will so increase, as it has increased m other 
commodities, as to endanger that trade between Lancashire and Ind a If 
there is free competition on an equal basis, the Honourable Member knows 
perfectly well that the consumer's interests will he safeguarded., because, 
with free competition between Japan and Lancashire, the prices will be 
kept down How, I ask, by penalising Japan as against Lancashire, m 
this particular brand of rrpods is the Honourable Member safeguarding 
tJie interests of the consumer? Let me take the case of long cloth and 
shirtings 
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Dr. L. K. Hyd«r (Agra Division Muhammadan Bural) Explain the 
competition 

Diw^ Ohanx t n IfftU: My Honourable fnend says: “Explain the com- 
petition . If he will only read the statement issued by Sir George Kainy, 
he will find the explanation on pages 2 and 8 where Sir George Rainy has 
stated defimtely that this trade has been captured from Lancashire partly^ 
by Japan and mamly by India It is this steady advance of Japan in 
capturing trade m these various classes of goods that has created the fear m 
the mind of the manufacturers in Lancashire^ and that is the basis of 
erasure of Imperial Preference It will not do to encourage Japan^ 
That statement is very dear and shows that, during the last few years, 
Japan and India have marched ahead at the expense of Lancashure and 
that, if this burden of extra 6 per cent is placed against Japan in the 
matter of white bleached goods, she will not be able to march ahead at 
the expense of Lancashire That is the basis for this disonmination and 
no other Let me take the case of long cloth and of shirtings and of 
coloured goods In the matter of coloured goods, it is obvious the com- 
petitive figures are only 50 million yards from the United Kingdom and 
86 million yards from Japan Now, I want to ask if the figtire of Japan 
IS 86 million yards per year and the figure of the United Kingdom is 60 
million yards per year, how is the Honourable Member, by putting on an 
extra duty of 6 per cent against Japan, safeguarding the interests of the 
consumers in this country? I would like to have a reply to that question. 

I would like to know how the Honourable Member is safeguarding the 
interests of the users of this 86 million yards of coloured goods I would 
like to have a reply from the Government If there is competition 
between Japan and Lancashire in the matter of coloured goods, and if 
Indian consumers are using coloured goods, then by penalising Japan, you 
are cutting out one source of supply and you are giving a virtual monopoly 
to Lancashire, but how is the Honourable Member going to safeguard the 
interests of this country? May I know how he is going to safeguard the 
interests of the average consumer? 

In regard to other class of goods, let me take the case of dhotis. 
Japan is sending m 30 million \ards of dhotis, which are competitive, and 
5 milhon yards 6f dhotis which are not competitive, and according to the 
figures supplied by the Honourable Member, Lancashire is sending in 8S 
million yards of competitive dhotis I showed, on a previous occasion, 
that they have taken the figures on a different basis As a matter of fact 
the Japanese competitive figures in dhotis are not 80 million yards 
They are not even one single yard But taking the Honourable Member's 
figures to be correct, namely, that Japanese competitive imports are 80 
million yards and the Lancashire competitive figure is 88 million yards, 

I want to ask the Honourable Member in what particular manner, by 
penalising Japan and stopping competition in the matter of dhotis, the 
Government are going to safeguard the interests of the consumer Does 
fche Honourable Member give us a guarantee that, because o| the advantage 
that Lancashire will get of 5 per cent against Japan and other countries 
n the world, he will keep the prices down for the consumer? No such 
sfiiarantee has been given and can ever be given hv this Government or 
inv other Government Sir, that is the position regard to dhotis 
rhe same is the case in regard to long cloth and shirtings. By adopting 
jhis method, the Government are going ib penallge not only one country but 
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b 11 other countnes as against Lancashire by shutting out competition from 
all these countnes, with the result that the interesta of the consumer will 
suffer If it IS looked at from that pomt of view, there is not the slightest 
•doubt that the Honourable Member is not right when he sayg that the 
measure that he is bringing forward before this House is designed m the 
interests of the consumers of this country It is not so designed. What 
it IS designed for is to give assistance to Lancashire The other day 
when the Honourable the Leader of the Nationalist Party raised this matter, 
he asked the Government to place on the table those documents that had 
passed between the Government of India and the Secretary of State for 
India, but he was told that these documents could not be placed on the 
table of this House. They could not be made public Then the Govern- 
ment were asked by the Honourable the Leader of the Nationalist Party 
“ At whose suggestion did you bnng m this policy of Imperial Prefer- 
ence?” And the reply, as far as I could understand it and as far as this 
side of the House could understand it, was that it was at their own sug- 
gestion Two days ago, the newspapers reported a speech in the House of 
Commons delivered by Mr Graham, the President of the Board of Trade, 
in which he made the significant remark, that, as a result of the repre- 
sentations made by them to the Government of India, the question of 
Imperial Preference was incorporated and placed before the House. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: 1 think it is only fair that I should 
intervene at this stage I would draw the Honourable Member’s atten- 
tion to the very definite reply given bv the Secretary of State in the 
House of Commons that no suggestion came from the British Cabinet for 
the adoption of a scheme of British Preference 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: May I conclude, therefore, Sir, that the Bntish 
Cabinet is speaking with two voices — one the voice of Mr Wedgwood Benn 
and the other the voice of the President of the Board of Trade? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The Honourable Member does not 
seem to be acquainted with what must have been m Mr Graham’s mmd 
He was obviously referring to the telegrams which were exchanged and 
which have been laid on the table of this House and which were also laid 
on the table of the House of Commons The result of that representa- 
tion was, the Government Bill took the shape that it has taken 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: That is exactly my point. It is as the result 
of the representation sent down by the Bntish Cabinet that the Bill has 
taken the shape that it has 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: That is a very different thing from 
suggesting that any suggestion came from the British Cabinet that it 
should take this form 

Diwan Ohaman I«all: The Government of India are adepts and experts 
at diplomatic replies 

An Honourable Kember: Gamouffage 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: I make this charge against the Government, that 
they have not proved that their statanent is' correct, and the only manner 
n which they can refute the charge levelled by this side of the House, 
s by placing all the documents m their possession on the table of the 
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House Let the House judge, let the country judge There is a definite 
statement by the President of the Board of Trade to this effect, that, 
as a result of the representations made by them, this has been done, and 
that it would not be fair to ask the Government of India to do anything 
more That statement has appeared in the Press It is a Heuter’s tele 
gram w^hich the Honourable Member must have read Whether the 
President of. the Board of Trade is speakmg with knowledge or not, it is 
not for me to say, it is not for this House to say We do not possest 
the mfonnation The information is in the secret archives of the Gov- 
ernment of India Let them lay bare these secret files Let us know 
what exactly is the position Why this unseemly hurry to introduce this 
principle of Impenal Preference into this Bill against the united voice, I 
sa\ deliberately, almost the united voice of the country^ Why have they 
done so? Why are they flouting public opmion, why are they flouting 
the opmion of this House in regard to this matter? Steeing the depend- 
ent condition in which the people are, and taking advantage of the 
strength that thev possess, the Government have come forward and say * 

‘ Wc will not isten to any lepiesentations made by this House, we will not listen to 
any aiguments placed befoie us on the floor of this House We are not amenable to 
any sujjgestion oi any pei suasion from the other side of the House We are determined 
that this pimciple should be tdopted ” 

This 18 what the Government say, and as my Honourable friend Mr Kelkai 
said the other day , they do not call it Imperial Pieference, but only a 
paiticulai course of action adopted at a critical juncture Now, Sir. I 
want to ask the Honourable Member this question, and I asked him that 
question in my original speech also, but the Honourable Member was very 
discreet in hia silence I icfer to the Anglo- Japanese trade convention 
of 1905 If the principle of Imperial Preference has been imported into 
this Bill, I ask the Honourable Member to tell me whether a treaty entered 
into between the Government of India — by His Majesty’s Government on 
behalf of the Government of India — and the Japanese Government is 
to be considered a scrap of paper, I want to ask him whether he rs going 
to make this House a party to considering that particular trade convention 
a scrap of paper 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: As regards the convention to which 
the Honourable Member refers, the same statement applies to all the com- 
mercia] treaties and agreements to which India is a party Not one of 
them contains a clause debarring India from giving preference to other 
countnes which are part of the British Empire 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: The reading of that convention is conveyed in a 
letter which was addressed by the Government of India to the mill- 
owners of Bombay in 1926 In that letter there was not a suggestion of 
the kind which the Honourable Member is making now The terms used 
in that convention are these 

“Any article, the produce or manufacture of the Dominiona and Poeaesnems of Hi* 
Majesty the EnnTperor of Japan shall enjo\ upon importation into India" (not the 
Donttnion^ and of Majesty th^ Kmg Emperor, mark you) “the lowest 

rusterns duties applicable to similar products of any other foreign origin " 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Quite so No goods coming from 
parts of the British Empire are goods of foreign origm (Hear, hear.) 

Diwan O haman Lall: l should like to know, Sir, if in his interpreta- 
tion of this trade agreement, the Honourable Sir George Rainy fias taken 
legal opinion. 

0 2 
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Tli0 HoQOQTftbls Sir G0org0 Hainy: That, Sir, has been the uniform, 
interpretation placed upon it by His Majesty’s Government and by the 
Government of India ever since 1905 

Diwan Ohaman Ijalli That interpretation is wrong and unjustified If 
that has been the uniform interpretation placed upon it, that goods coming 
from Lancashire, as far as India is concerned, are not goods of foreiga 
origin, let me remind the Honourable Member what happened to that 
interpretation m 1926 Did they ever place this interpretation upon this 
agreement in 1926 ? (Hear, hear ) No They did not ^ ant to give pro- 
tection to the millowners of Bombay m 1927 Because they did not want 
to give protection, they trotted out with great vigour, with great force this 
argument of the Trade Convention of 1905, that they could not possibly 
treat Japan on a differential basis because that would have meant the 
denunciation of the trade eigreement of 1905 (Hear, hear ) In the course 
of the letter which the Government of India issued to the Secretary of 
the Bombay Millowners’ Association, dated Delhi, 26th March, 1926, this 
18 what they say: 

“Th« case aa stated above raisaa issues of grave importance,'* 

— I want Honourable Members to mark these words “grave importance’’— 

"for the proposals which have been subm tted for the consideration of the Govern- 
ment of India contemplate the imposition of differential duties on yarns and piece- 
^oods imported from Japan If, therefore, they were subjected to this, they would 
involve the denunciation by the Government of India of the Trade Convention with 
Japan of 1905 ” (Applause ) 

The Honourable Sir George Ealny: Mav I point out Sir, that what is 
contemplated in that letter is differential duties on Japanese goods as 
distinguished from goods from all other countnes That would be entirely 
contrary to the Convention 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: What is contemplated is goods coming from 
Japan only It therefore comes to this, that this particular Bill make& 
a difference betwten goods of British origin and goods from all other 
origms and therefore this Trade Convention is not violated Is that the 
position ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Yes, Sir 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: If that is the position, I want to say that this 
18 cleai'ly nob borne out by the interpretation put upon Article I which I 
have read out to the House There goods of British origin sire not men- 
tioned There the goods that are mentioned are troods trad.ng between 
Japan and India Japanese goods versus all goods of foreign origin, which- 
nuirtt include British goods 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy The Honourable Member will re- 
member that treaties are made m the name of His Majesty the King- 
Emperv:»r ard clearly no part of His Dominions could, in such a treaty,, 
be dfsenhed as a foreign country 

Diwan Ohaman I*all: The question m not whether the countnee within 
the Bntish Empire should be described as foreign countnes. The question 
18 goods of “foreign ongin” (Hear, hear) The Honourable the Com- 
merce Member surely knows the distinction. The distinction is not whe- 
ther Canada ia a foreign country, as far as India is concerned, both being 
parts of the British Empire The point is whether Canadian gooda 
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•coming into India are to be treated as goods of foreign origin, axul it they 
4 ure goods of foreign ongm, then Article I operates (Applause ) I want to 
know whether the Honourable Member has taken the necessary steps 
that are contemplated in the letter of 1926 \\hich I have just read 
cut Has he taken the necessary steps to denounce that Trade Oonven- 
"tiOD of 1905? 

Raja Ghazanfar All Khan (North Punjab Muhammadan) Does not 
my Honourable friend think that Japan is more competent to defend her 
-treaty rights than my Honourable fnend is? 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: My Honourable friend is asking whether Japan 
IS not more competent to fight for her treaty rights than we. My Eion- 
ouiaole tiiend is exceedingly obtuse He could not have any sense of 
honour if he says that it is not a point of honour involved in this so far 
as Indi X is concerned I say the honour of every man is involved in this 
question (Hear, hear ) If he thinks that the Government of India can 
go and make a treaty over our heads, without even consultmg us, without 
even telling the House, and can then with impunity break that treaty 
then mv Honourable fnend should know that hie sense of justice and 
honour must be exceedingly obtuse if he is willing to permit the Gov- 
ernment to treat this Trade Convention as a scrap of paper I do not 

care for Japan I am not concerned with Japan I am concerned with 
the action of my own countrv I would be the first to get up and sup- 

poit .1 measure placed before this House by the Honourable Member 

over theie, prohibiting any Japanese from coming into this country and 
setting up mills as the Japanese are doing now I would be the first 
to support that I do not want the resources, the raw materials and the 
labour of this country to be utilised for the benefit of any foreign nation 
Let me remind Mr Ghazanfar Ah that just as Japan can look after 
heibelf 80 also can Lancashire without the assistance of his vote cast for 
Laucash'rc and against his own country I am against this proposition of 
the Honourable Member of giving a preferential duty in this BiET, placing 
a burden upon goods which are of non-Bntish origin, for the simple reason 
that there is no justification either from the technical point of view or 
from the point of view of the consumer, nor an^ justification from the 
moral point of view for the Honourable Member to do what he is seeking 
to do namelv, to give an advantage to Lancashire in order that competi- 
tion should be killed and that a heavy burden should be laid upon the 
shoulders of the consumer and the future of the industnes m this country, 
80 that when the time comes for these industnes to be nationalised the 
future should be a dark one and that we should be all at the mercy, at 
the beck and call of Lancashire, merely because the Honourable Member 
over there has the power, the will and the strength to carry any measure 
of this nature that he pleases through this House, constituted as it is at 
present Sir, I emphatically protest against the policy of the Government 
in not even consulting this side of the House, not even consulting the 
country, not even waiting to ask the verdict of the country on a measure 
of such vast importance as this mdeed is I $ay deliberately that, not 
onlv the interests of the consumer, not only the interests of the public, 
not only the interests of the industry, but the honour of India is involved, 
and I want to warn all Honourable Members that, before ^ey vote for 
this Bill, they should think twice before they cast their votes in favour 
-of an unjust measure of this nature (Applause ) 
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Sir Dflxcy LindBay (Bengal European) Sir, I should hke to state that 
vK'Wg of mv Group are very much m accoid with those expressed by 
Honourable fnend Mr Jinnah (Laughter ) We cannot 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunaru (Agra Division Non-Muhammadan 
rul) Will mv Honourable friend allow me to put a question to him! 

Honourablf friend Mr Jinnah said that, *vlnle he was against this 
endment, iie wanted to propose an amendment of his own Does mv 
nourable friend know^ the terms of that amendment which Mr Jinnah 
not vet communicated to this House ' 

Sir Darcy Lindsay W’hen m\ Honourable fiiond Mr Jinnah moves 
fc amendment, which I do not see tabled, I mav have an opportunity 
further expressing mv views thereon What T am now sup])ortiug ate 
views of Mr Jinnah m connection with m\ Honourable friend Pandit 
lavi/a’s amendment Mv reasons are that T cannot comprehend m 
it wav mv Honourable friend Pandit Malavi a’s amendment is going 
lelp the national industry 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division Non-Muhammadan) Or help Larica- 
'el 

Sir Darcy Lindsay: Never mind about helping Lancashire I want 
know' in what wav it is going to hel[) the national industry, 

that IS the point that this House has to consider We are 

irmed bv the spokesmen of the industry that, with a 15 per 
I protection, th'-‘v vvil not be able to improve their position 
the manufacture of medium class goods that thev fear will be 
el^ imported from Japan The> are perfectly satisfied that, w'lth a 
tcctive dutv of 15 per cent , thev w'lll be able to compete against 
leashire, but with 15 per cent thev will not be m a position to hold 
r own against Japan That is the position, so far as I see it, and it is 
jnal li the Indian mills to place themselves a position to manu- 
ure, in the first instance, medium class goods— and I hope later on 
classes of goods — that thev ask for this additional 5 per cent I am 

ectly well aware that, in the first instance, they asked for a protec- 

1 of 20 per cent all round, but w'hen it w'as shown that this 20 per 
t all round would not necessanlv benefit themselves so far as goods 
e concerned, that thev w'ere not in a position to manufacture, and that 
vould impose a veiy heavy burden on the countrv as a whole, thev 
^ded from that position and now readily accepted what Government 
e proposed, that is, a protection of 20 per cent against Japan on all 
ds, and against Lancashire, 15 per cent . with the protective dutv of 
oxtia 5 per cent or 8^ annas per pound on the small quantity of grev 
►ds that now come in with which they have to compete 

Now, Sir. mv Honourable fnend, Pandit Malaviya. made a very strong 
nt against the Honourable the Commerce Member that he did not reply 
a statement made b> mv Honourable friend Mr Birla that this Bill was 
ng to place in the pockets of Lancashire trade no less a sum than 2J 
res of rupees Just how this Bill is going to place that large sum 
money in the pockets of the Lancashire trade,, I am at a loss to under- 
nd, and T am quite sure my Honourable hdend, Mr Birla, does not 
11/ believe that his statement was an acourete one of what was likelv 
hannen 
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Hr. Ghanshyam Daa Birla (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisioas Non- 
Muhammu<lan Kural) May I know uhat is your estimate, Sir Darcy? 

Sir Darcy Lindsay: My estimate is that it will place nothing in the- 
pockets uf Lancashire My estimate is that these goods will come into 
the countr;y at 15 per cent and be sold to the consumer at competitive 
rates If my Honourable friend wishes to assume that, because there 
IS this protection against Japan of 5 per cent , the Lancashire manufac- 
turers will be able to charge their customers 5 per cent more for their 
goods, I ar. not at all with him 

Mr. Ghanshyam Daa Birla* Has my Honourable fnend read the majo- 
ritv Iteport of the Fiscal Commission and does he know* what they say in 
the matter^ 

Sir Darcy Lindsay: I ask my Honourable friend whether it is not com- 
mon sense Does he not know that the trade will be sufficiently hard- 
hit with having to increase their prices bv the i per cent increase to 15 
per emit in the revenue duty‘^ 

Mr. Ghanshyam Das Birla: It is just because vve have got common sense 
that we are fighting, and it is also because you have got common sense 
that vou nu fighting in \onr own interests, that is the interests of Lanca- 
shire 

Sir Darcy Undsay: 1 am not fighting in my own interests I am 
fighting in the interests of India 

Mr. Ghanshyam Das Birla* Will the Honourable Member explam to 

mo 


Sir Darcy Lindsay: I have been interrupted sufficiently Sir, I most 
emphatically protest against this statement of my Honourable friend, 
Mr Birla, and I hope that Sir George Rainy, w*hen his turn comes, will 
make it perfectly clear 

My Honourable fnend, Diwan Chaman LaU, had a good deal to say 
about the concealment of telegrams, and he weis quite sure, m his own 
mind, ihot there was some sinister motive on the part of Lancashire and 
the Government at Home m enforcing this measure upon the Indian Gov- 
ernnient We have had aosurances ind ample assurances, from Sir George 
Rainy that that was not the case I am sure that my Honourable fnend ^ 
Sir George Rainy, would be perfectly ready to take Diwan Chaman Lall 
or Pandit Malaviya into his room and show them certain papers, but he 
IS not in a position to place those papers before the House as they con- 
tain many other matters. 

Mr. T. Prakfisam (East Godavari and West Godavari cum Kistna Non- 
Miifarminadan Rural) May I know if my Honourable friend has seen them? 

Sir Darcy Undsay: No, I have not seen them 

Mr. M. 8. Aney: How does the Honourable Member know that they 
contain many other matters? 
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Sir Darcy Lindiay: 1 think it is only common supposition that they 
do If my Honourable fnend knows that they do not, he is entitled to 
speak 

Now, Sir, if it came to a question whether we should vote for Munshi 
Is war Saran s 20 per cent all round or Pandit Malaviya’s amendment, 
and Intlia could not do without this protection, I might even be inclmed 
to vote with my Honourable friend Munshi Iswai Saran I say that 
honestly I am out to protect the Indian Mills, (Hear, hear ) give them 
all tb-i help 1 can and I am absolutely convinced that on Panditji’s pro- 
posal the Indian mills will not get that protection It is on those lines, 
Sir, that I strongly oppose his amendment 

No\\, Sir, there was a small personal matter that I would like, with 
vour permission, to refer to Mv Honourable friend, Mr Neogy, the 
other dav stated that thumbs were cut in Bengal by the ancestors of Sir 
Darcv Lindsav I was alwa\8 under the impression that we came from a 
common ancestry and if my ancestors cut thumbs in Bengal, equally so did 
mv Honourable friend Mr Neogv’s ancestors But I will bring it home 
a little more closelv to Mr Neogy I have here, Sir, an extract from a 
newspaper, the Pioneer, of June, 1922, which deals with the subject 
It gives particulars of an extract from a book written by Romesh Dutt, 
*'The Economic History of British India" 

“Dealing with the state of Bengal after the Battle of Plaseey, Mr Dutt says 

‘While the inland trade of Bengal was thug dis organised by the Company’s 
servants and their agente in every important district, the methods by which 
they secured the manufactuiers to themselves were equally oppressive 
These are fully described by William Bolts, an English merchant, who saw 
things with his own eyes ’ 

Here follows a statement by William Bolts to the effect that weavers were compelled 
to weave cloth for the servants of the Company and their agents at oppressively low 
prices which concludes 

‘And the winders of raw silk, called Na^odas, have been treated with snch in- 
justice, that instances have been known of then cutting off their thumbs 
to prevent their being forced to wind silk’ ’’ 

I therefore venture to suggest to my Honourable friend that it was pos- 
sible his nearer ancestors than mine did cut off thumbs 

Mr. K. 0. Keogy (Dacca Division Non-Muhummadan Rural) What a 
compliment to your ancestors I 

Sir Darcy Lindaay: Now I do not wish to detain the House any longer 
But again I wish to state definitely that we are m support of this measure 
because we think it is for the real good, of the mill industry in India and 
the people of India who, I hope, m a very few \ears time, will be able to 
receive frc»n\ their national mills supplies of goods at a lower rate than 
IS n')W being given to them It is a matter of vital importance to Hidia 
that we are today considering, and I do earnestly beseech the House to 
give It their gravest consideration and support the Bill as amended by 
Mr Shanmukham Chetty 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till a Ouarter Pnat of 

Clock 
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The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at a Quarter Past Two of the 
Olocik, IMr President m the Chair 


The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mltra (Leader of the House) ' 
Sir, in the statement which you made m this House this morning, you 
made the suggestion that the Government of India should, even at this 
stage, reconsider their position m regard to the statement made by my 
Honourable colleague, Sir George Bainy, when he moved for the considera- 
tion of this Bill Before mv Honourable colleague made that statement, 
the position had been very carefully considered by the Government of 
India, \/ho had given considerable thought and examination to the various 
amc iidnient'' to which my Honourable colleague referred in the course of 
I bat speech As a result of that careful consideration, the Government of 
India decided to accept one, of the amendments, namely, that put for- 
ward mv Honourable friend, Mr Shanmukham Chetty That itself 
shows, Sir, that they had a very open mind while they were examining the 
various amendments which had been placed before them in the course of 
certain informal discussions Having come to that decision, I think it 
was only fair to this House that Government should make its position clear 
to the House and my Honourable colleague, who is well-known for his 
fiankni's^ and honesty of purpose, did not hesitate for a moment to place 
the Hou^e m full possession of the attitude of the Government of India 
The Government of India see no reason to depart fiom the attitude which 
they have adopted m the matter, after the fullest consideration of the 
merits of the various amendments which were placed before them, and it 
18 with the greatest regret therefore that I am unable to infonn the 
House that the Government of India can in any way recede from that 
position 

Mr. President: Is there any Honourable Member who wishes to speak? 

(Both the Honourable Sir George Rainy and Pandit BDirday Nath 
Kunzru rose in their places ) 

Mr. President: Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru: Perhaps, Sir, the Honourable the Com- 
merce Member, wants to put a question If my Honourable friend wishes 
to put a question, I am prepared to give way to him 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: No, Sir, I did not hear you when 

you calleil upon the Honourable Member That was my difficulty 

Pandit Hirday Hath Kunzru: Sir, the speech of my Honourable friend, 
Mr Jinnah, came as a surprise to me this morning He told ua, however, 
that there was still a ray of hope inasmuch as he proposed to move an 
amendment of his own After the speech which he delivered at an earher 
'Stage, 1 was at a loss to understand what that amendiaent could be But 
-now the reply given by my Honourable friend, Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra, 
ihe Leader of the House, must have made it plain to everybody 
that Government are determined to stick to the decision which they an- 
nounced to the House w hen this Bill firsts came before it I think I heard 
my Honourable friend, Mr Jinnah, say that he would move his proposition 
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[Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru ] 

onlv in case Go\ernment gave an undertaking that they would not drop 
thi‘. Ihll if an amendment uhich w^as not wholly acceptable to them was 
carried I take it, therefore, that he is not prepared to put an\ new pro- 
posal before the House at this stage 

Mr. M. A. Jizuiah: I think, Sir, I have made m\ position in this House 
clear more than once We have said that we are not satisfied with the Bill 
as it 18 presented to us, including the acceptance of Mr Chetty’s amend- 
ment But if you would ask me what I would like, that is a different 

tnatter altogether Therefore, w'e are not supporting the Bill, but we 

shall be obliged to prevent this Bill being wrecked If the Honourable 
Member wants to know what the amendment was that I wanted to 
move, I Will inform him pnvnteh Even if wants to know on the 
floor of the House, I am quite propaied to tell him 

Pandit Blrday Kath Kunzru : Sir, I aim not actuated b\ an\ idle 

curiositv M\ Honourable friend’s proposal roused a great deal of interest 
in the House because wc hoped that it might lead to some practical 
result^ Since he is not going to move it, its exact terms are not a iiiattei 
of an} consequence whatsoever I shmld be Kcir\ Sir, to misrepresent 
the position of mv Honourable friend, Mr Jinnab I know what he said 
when this Bill first came before the House It is perfectly true that he 
stated then that he was not m fiwour of the Bill, as nlacod before this 

House b\ the Oo\crniment He was not particularK enamoured of the 

proposal of Impe>*ia] Preference, but in the circumstances m which the 
House stood, he thought he had onU two alternatives before him, either 
to accept whatever w^as given b\ Government — and it was in that con- 
nection that he used the phrase, “ Beggars cannot be choosers " — or to 
go without it altogether 

Ml. M. A, Jinnah: 1 U'^ed the phrase, “ Beggars cannot be choosers 
in answei to an intenuption “ Do \ou) ]U8tif\ that interpretation of 
the convention'^” wais the question put to me b} m\ friend Mr Prakasam 
1 said, ” There is the convention Beggars cannot be choo‘Aers ” 

Pandit Hirday Kath Kunzru: I am prepaied to accept the explana 
tion given by my Honourable friend, but the position remains just as it 
was From his own practical point of View' he savs to us, ” We have 
to accept this Bill because we are m the position of beggat\ before Govern 
ment, and beggars cannot be choosers ” 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: I didn't say that 

Pandit Hirday Kath Kunzru: It comes practicalh to the same thing, 
although m} Honourable fnend does not expressly sav that I sa}, 
Sir, that, m view of the very disappcmtmg announcement made to us 
by my Honourable friend. Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra, Pandit Madan 
Mohan Mala viva’s amendment holds the field But before 1 discuss that 
amendment, I should just like to Say a word with regard to what has fallen 
from Si'^ Bhupendra Nath Mitra 

Sir, in order that the fiscal autonomy convention ma} be a reahty, it 
is necessary that this House should be given an opportunity of ex- 
{>res8ing its opinion and that the Govermn^t should be prepared to be 
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wa\ of the convention becoming a reality is that Honourable Members 
opposite have to consult the Secretary of State before they place their 
proposals before the House Now, Honourable Members opposite have 
been at great pains to explain to us what the procedure followed bv Gov- 
£»*nment on thest occasions usiinlK is Thev have told us 

Mr. President: The Treasury Benches are not usually addressed as 
the Honourable Members opposite 

Pandit Hirday Hath Kunzru. [ am tallying, 8ii, to the Honourable 
Members occupving the Front Bench opposite The Secretary of State 
has to be (X)nsulted previousK with regard to any proposals that might 
be placed befoie this House Now^ our friends the Members on the 
Tieasiir> Benches have told u^ that the Secretary of State desired ta 
place no limitation whatsoever on them with regard to an\ proposals that 
might commend themselves to their judgment But when correspondence 
w as going on between thf4n and the Secretary of State and they ex- 
piessed the opinion that they could not accept an\ proposal extending the 
protective duty to British goods, I take it that they had the approval of 
the Secretary; of State for the attitude thev took up To that extent, 
then, thev are bound b\ the negotiations that proceeded between them 
and the Secretarv of State T think m\ Honourable friend Sir George 
Rninv , informed the House that at no stage could there be what we 
might term a constitutional vacuum The Government of India would 
be subject eithei to the ( ontrol of Ibis House or to the control of the 
Secretarv of State at every stage Tf there was agreement between thia 
House and the Governiment of Indi.i, the Secretarv of State would not 
interfere In case 

The ^Honourable Sir George Rainy* I want to make a very small 
conection, Sir At the stage when the Government of India were first 
foimulatmg their proposals, I said that at that stage the decision entirely 
lav V ith them 

Pandit Hirday Hath Kunzru* I am speaking entirei> of that stage, 
because it was at that stage that the Government of India informed the 
Secretaiy of State that thev themselves were not prepared to accept 
anv proposal made by the Legislature with the object of imposing a 5 per 
cent protective duty on Biitish goods in cdmmcn with goods coming from 
other countnes than the United Kingdom The mobaent. Sir, thev ex- 
pressed that opinion, and the Secretary of State approved of it they 
passed under the control of the Secretary of State It becomes obvious 
then that such proposals as have been placed before this House b\ Gov- 
ernment have virtually received the approval of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, and that the Government of India cannot now’ depart from iheltn 
without obtaining their approval If this version is correct, Sir, — and 
I do not see how it can be senously challenged — I do submit that the 
fiscal convention is far from being a reality His Majesty's Government, 
when allowing the Government of India to place their proposals before 
this House, ought, I think, if they desired the fiscal convention to be 
regarded as a reality, to have told them that they would await any ex- 
pression of opinion by the Indian Legislature But if, without waiting^ 
for it, they approved of the attitude of the Government of India, they 
undertook reswnsibility for the proposals of the Government, and the 
scheme, that has been placed before us, is therefore the result of mutual 
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consultation between the Government of India and His Majesty’s ( 
ernment I submit, Sir, once more, in view of these facts that the 
vention has ceased to be a reality and that in effect, if not in so ir 
words, the occupants of the Treasury Benches have told us that 1 
cannot depart from the attitude which they took up in the begin 
because it has been approved of by the Secretary of State and becaus 
cannot be changed without his approval 

Sir, m these circumstances it is a futile task to place any argum 
before Honourable Members opposite, but as a great Englishman < 
observed, there is a certain vanity m all of us which makes us think t 
although we cannot outvote our opponents w^e can still oul -argue then 

Sir, it ifl a matter within the knowledge of the House — it hae I 
repeatedly stated during the last four or five days — that the propc 
actually placed before us by Government are neither those which 
asked for by the millowners, nor those which commended themselves 
their judgment in the besunnmg Now, my fiiend Sir George Schut 
in the speech which he delivered on a previous occasion m connection 
this Bill, has laid bare before us the workings of the minds of the C 
emment of India He said that the proposals which the Govemn 
made to the Secretary of State, nsimely, a 15 per cent revenue duty 
a minimum protective duty of a 8^ annas per pound on plain grey g 
did not amount to a closing of the subject on then part He said it 
not a final decision arrived at bv the Government of India I thin 
will be pertinent, Sir, to place before the House the exact words i 
by the Honourable Member on the 13th of March He said 

“I do not want to dispute the correctnew of what the Honourable Pandit i 
for it la true m a sense to say that our original propose] did include a pro}.>osa] 

annas a pound minimum duty on all plain grey goods, but to say that alone la 
to tell the whole of the story Let me try to make clear what I mean Wher 
were m the early stages of considering what special protective measures we sh 
introduce, — and I am now trying to inform the House exactly what has passed thr* 
our minda—we did very definitely consider something on the lines of the proj 
which we are now putting forward, because when we came to examine the pos 
in a practical way and to consider how wr could effect the discrimination which 
were seeking for, we found that, in actual fact, a distinction between British goods 
non British goods did fit in very nearly with the needs of the situation Now, — a 
trying to be perfectly frank with the House — I will say that, in our prelimi 
discussions on this matter, wo, I may say, rather ‘shied oft’ this proposal, not bee 
we did not think it was the ^ight thing; but because we were influenced just thei 
the very considerations which the Honourable Pandit has mentioned in his speech 
felt that, at the present stage, it might be liable to political misunderstanding " 

Now, Sir, m view of these statements, the dispute between us and 
Honourable Mesmbers opposite becomes a purely verbal one Whei 
the proposals submitted irf the first instance by th^ Government of Ii 
to the Secretary of State were those that they approved of wholly 
partially does not matter in the least degree All that I ask the He 
to consider is that, at some stage or other, and for some reasons or ot 
the Government of India came to the conclusion that a revenue dut^ 
15 per cent and an additional protective duty of 8^ annas per pound 
plain grey goods would meet the needs of the situation And what ( 
the proposal of my Honourable fnend, Pandit Madan Mohan Malav 
come to Both Pandit Madan Mohan Malav»va and Mr Birla have 
the House that, although the language of Pandit Madnn Mohan Malavi 



THE COTION TEXnr.E INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL 2697 

amenduient might be diffeient from that of the first part of Mr Chetty’s 
amendment, yet the two mean the same thing inasmuch as a duty of 3^ 
annas per pound on goods not made of coarse counts would not amount 
to more than a 15 per cent ad valorem duty In fact Pandit Malaviya’s 
amendment will give more to millowners than Government’s first proposal 
as it protects dhotis and coloured goods made from coarse counts, in 
addition to plam grey goods Why is ifc then, Sir, that the Government 
ct India are adopting this attitixie of obstinacy? This is something which 
requires explanation 

I taught leave the matter here, but I should like the House to con- 
sider some figures to understand why, as* I conceive, the Government of 
India came to the conclusion that the proposal originally submitted by 
them to the Secretary of State would meet the needs of the situation, 
whether permanently or temporarily I shall, Sir, refer to the note 
which has been circulated to Honourable Members by the Honourable 
Sir George Rainy There are three categories of goods which we are 
concerned with 

Now, the first is long-cloth and shirtings The figures contained in 
Sir George Rainy’s note show that the Japanese imports are increasing 
fast In 1928-29 the amports from the United Kingdom amounted to 4S 
million yards, and those from Japan to 191 million yards, and the Indian 
production was 564 million yards Now„ let us compare with these 
figures those relating to the first six months of the year 1929, that is, 
April to September The imports m the first su months from England 
amounted to 12 million yards, those from Japan to 149 million yards and 
the Indian production to 314 million yards If the latter part of the 
year 1929 fulfilled the promise of the first half, the Japanese imports 
must have amounted to about 300 milhon yards m 1929, as compared 
with 191 million yards in 1928-29 There is Inerefore here a clear case 
for imposing a duty on this kind of goods 

Let us now proceed to another class of goods classified as dhotis 
Now, here the imports from the United Kingdorri in 1928-29 amounted 
to 454 million yarda, and those from Japan to 35 million yards, while 
the Indian production amounted to about 564 million yards In the 
first SIX months of 1929, the imports from the United Kingdom were 205 
million yards, those from Japan were 24 million yards and those from. 
India 342 million yards Now, the imports from the Umted Kingdom 
showed a fall and those from Japan some increase, but at the satoie time 
there was no drop m the production of goods in India I should like the 
House in this connection also to note a remark made bv Mr Hardy in 
his Report on this subject Referring to the figures which I have placed 
before the House, he said “It is clear that the import trade is mcdi^g 
no headway against local production, and that only the strikes of 1928, 
which caused a drop of 82 million yards in the figures for Bombay Island, 
have checked this steady advance The restriction ou forward purchases 
for the Calcutta market in 1928-29 seriously affected the Lancashire trade, 
and the figures for the first half of the current year suggest that Japan 
is goin^ ahead at the expense of Lancashire It is el^r then ihat,‘ so 
far as the trade in dhotis is concerned, it was more the Lancashire t^e 
that was affected ‘by Japanese competition than the Indian production. 
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Now, I turn to the third class of goods, known as coloured goods 
Here again 1 will first give to the House the figures for 1928-29 The 
imports from the United Kingdom amounted to 335 million yards and 
those from Japan to 110 million yards, and the Indian production 
amounted to 487 million yards Now, let us compare these with the figures 
for the first six months of 1929 The imports from the United Kingaom 
have fallen to 48 million yards The imports front Japan which were 110 
million \ard8 m 1928-29 were 78 million yards m the first sik months of 1929. 
If the progress continued at the same rate, throughout the \ear then 
in the }ear 1929, the Japanesi;; jrapc)rts must have amounted to 156 
million jards, and the Indian production which was 487 million \arls in 
1928-29 came to 257 million yards m the first six monthh rf 1929 Here 
again it is obvious thjlt the competition is more with the United Kingdom 
goods than with Indian goods, but fairness requites that I should on this 
subject, also quote the remarks of Mr Hardv in hig Report He tells 
us that both India and England are affected bv Japanese i^mports of 
coloured goods He thinks that the competition m keenest in regard to 
tw'o descriptions of goods v^hich he specifies as dulls <md and 

stripped sans and sunts This ib what he says with regard to the fiist 
description of goods, nameh , drills and jeans, after pointing out that the 
Japanese goods come into competition with Indian goods 

‘ riieir krait appeouuue m the punted dull trade was in 1926 27, and such haa 
l)eon then 8ucce<<s that impoits of printed drills from the United Kingdom fell from 
20 million yards in 1927 28 to 11 in 1928 29 and 5 in the first half of 1929 30 ” 

With regard to the second class of goods mentioned by me, he says 

“I he coarser punted shirtings are sufficiently new to the Indian” 

Mr. President: Whom is the Honourable Member going to convince by 
these arguments? 

Pandit Hirday* Nath Kunzru: I wish to place these figures before the 
House 

*Mr. President: What is the good? 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru: The good is this, Sir, that I want to 
make it clear to the House that the Government of India themselves, on 
the basis of the figures before them, thought that the first proposal made 
bv them to the Secretary of State would satisfy the immediate needs 
Tjiat IS my point I mention this particularly because my Honourable 
friend, Mr Jmnah, said that Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya’s amendment 
w^ould not give adequate protection to the Indian industry 

Hr. M. A. Jinnah : I still maintain that position 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru: Sir, I cannot change his opinion . . . 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: And I go further and say that, because the Govern- 
ment at one time made that proposal, it does not prevent me from saying 
that the Government also were perfectly wrong 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru: Sir, the Honourable Members opposite 
and my Honourable friend, Mr Jinnah, are working together 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: I think, Sir, it is very improper on the part of the 
Honourable Member to make that etajtement. I do not thmk he has under- 
stiood what I have said 
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Pandit Hirday Katli Xunxru: I have understood every word of what my 
Honourable friend, Mr Jinnah, said 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: Then what is the insinuation you make? 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunaru: There is no insmuation, it is a plain 
statement of fact I have not impugned my Honourable friend’s political 
morality, but he cannot bro\^beat me into silence and prevent me from 
expressing my own opinions on this subject 

Mr. T. Prakasam; It is onl^ fair that the Honourable Mr Jinnah should 
be given the opportunity to say exactly w^hat he has to sa> in the matter 
He was telling us, Sir, that he would go further 

Mr. President: Is that a point of order ^ 

Mr. M. A. Jmnah: 1 think the Honourable Member has not quite under- 
stood me I say I am not satisfied with the Government proposal nor 
am I satisfied with the proposal of Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya I 
want to go further 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru: Sir, in spite of the temper shown by my 
Honourable friend, I will not be led into making any statement against 
his general political conduct I did not mean to suggest that he had pre 
viously entered into a pact with the Government to support this proposal 
All that I am concerned with is that, on the present occasion, he is sup 
porting the Government proposals And if I can show to him what wa€ 
the basis on which the original proposals of the Government were founded, 
I hope that my Honourable friend, as a reasonable man, will change his 
opinion and see his wa'% to supporting Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya’s 
amendment In view of this, perhaps you will allow me to complete the 
sentence that 1 was quoting from Mr Hardy ’s Report 

With regard to the second class of goods that I mentioned earlier, Mr 
Hardy said in his Report 

"The coaiser printed shirtings are sufficiently new to the Indian market not to have 
effected the local output seriously yet, but they are evidently being successful and 
constitute a definite dangei " 

He dealt, I suppose, more wuth the future w^hen he wrote this sentence 
than with the immediate present The Government were influenced 
political considerations, and thought more of the immediate present thai 
of the future, and in those circumstances made that proposal which hai 
been repeatedly discussed m this House I think I may fairly claim fron 
the figures that I have placed before the House, that the Govemmeni 
thought that the plain grey goods made from coarser counts needec 
immediate protection As regards other goods, they thought that th< 
danger was not so great, that the Japanese goods came into competitioi 
with the Bntish goods also, and that therefore they should put forward 
proposed which would' leave them open to the charge that it wa< 
made ostensibly in the interests of India, but really to give protection h 
Lancashire as against Japan Now, Sir, if this is their position, or if thu 
was their position, as shovm by the figures contained in Sir George Rainy^i 
speech, I should like to know what objection they have to accepting th< 
amendment proposed by Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya My Htmouirabh 
fnend, Mr Birla, stat^ to the House some days ago that, in his opinion 
even the protection proposed by Government would not suffice 
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Hr. Presldfnt: I am somewhat surpnsed that the Honourable Member 
IS still labounng to convince Government. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Konxru: Sir, I am not so great a simpleton as to 
imagine that any words used by me can change the resolution of Govern- 
ment But I do still hope that there may be some Honourable Members 
amongst ourselves who may believe, m view of the facts that are being 
placed before them, that if we accept the amendment of Pandit Madan 
Mohan Malaviya, the mill industry would not be placed in any serious 
danger The mill industry would require more protection in any case, 
whether Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya s amendment is accepted or that 
of Government If that is so, why not accept this proposal and leave us 
free, a year hence, when the constitutional changes that my Honourable 
fnend Sir George Schuster referred to in his budget speech had come 
about, to deal with the situation as we ourselves thought best Sir, I will 
labour this point no more I will only say, before passing to any other 
point, that this is a matter which requires a serious reply from Govern- 
ment The figures that I have placed before them are those taken by 
them from Mr Hardy's Report and circulated to Honourable Members 
Sir, my Honourable friends Sir George Schuster and Sir George Rainy 
laid great stress on the interests of the consumer, when defending the 
actual proposals embodied m their Bill That argument has been dealt 
with by more than one speaker, and I do not propose to repeat a single- 
word of what has been stated already I should only like to discuss it 
m relation to two concrete matters My Honourable fnend. Sir George 
Schuster, has already imposed taxation on us amounting to about 6 crores 
If he had put a heavier duty on Lancashire goods than he has done, it 
cannot be said that he would have mjured the interests of the ^consumer. 
The consumer would certainly have lost, but his loss would have been the 
gain of the State But what is the position now if pnces nse? My 
Honourable fnend Sir Dsu'cy Lindsay contended that prices would not 
rise I doubt, Sir, whether there is anybody who can say confidently, at 
this stage, that prices would remain at their present level Besides, the 
representatives of Lancashire, so far as Reuter's cablegrams have infomed 
us, themselves look upon the five per cent Impenal Preference as some 
compensation for an increase in the revenue duty from 11 per cent to 16 
per cent Now, how can this Imperial Preference be regarded as a com-^ 
pensation, unless they feel that the exclusion of non-Bntish goods and tho 
absence of any competition in regard to goods made from finer counts,, 
would enable them to raise the prices of these goods? They would have 
a practical monopoly in these finer goods Japan might not have been 
importing into India large quantities of goods of finer classes But there 
was the possibility, that, seeing that there was no outlet for coarser goods, 
it might turn its attention to finer goods and thus come into more senous 
competition than has been the case hitherto with British goods What 
will happen if pnces nse ? If they nse to the full extent of five per cent 
then, as Sir George Rainy has told us, the consumer would suffer to the 
extent of two crores, and in whose pockets do these two crores go? Will 
they be utilised by the State for the benefit of the people whom they are 
taxing? No, they go into the pockets of private capitalists Take another 
instance, that of cotton. I have discussed this question with some of my 
Honourable friends who are conversant with this matter If the duties 
imposed by Government prove offsotive, we may take it that the Japanese 
impests into this country will cease That may Have an effect on the pur^ 
ohaee of raw cotton by Japan In that oas^, Ae price of cotton may fcdL 
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Here again the agncultunst who produces raw cotton suffers. (Hear, hear ) 
If we can say to him that his sufferings would benefit the State, there 
would be some justification for the acceptance of the Government's pro- 
posals But how can we accept the proposal made by the Government 
and impose an additional burden on the agriculturists at the present 
time in the interests of foreign capitalists? I think, Sir, even the interests 
of the consumer, adequately considered, should have led Government to 
impose an all round protective duty of five per cent 

Sir, His Majesty’s Government, as is well kno'wn, have been trying 
for some time to induce the countries which are Members of the League 
of Nations to enter into a tariff pact Their object is that theie should be 
a tariff truce, and that tariff walls should be pulled down Recently the 
President of the Board of Trade announced, m the House of Commons, 
that a convention had been signed as well as a protocol regarding future 
negotiations for reducing trade barriers Sir, if this is the policv of His 
Majesty’s Government, are thev morallv entitled to enforce or approve of 
a tariff in India which gives them an advantage against non-Indian goods ^ 
If they are seriously desirous of prevail ng upon the nations concerned, 
not to raise tariff barriers, is it not their incumbent duty to make it plain 
to them, in the most incontrovertible manner, that they at any rate, do 
not propose to raise tariff barriers directly or mdirectlv to their own 
advantage and to hit the trade of a friendly country If, however, they 
do not take up this moral stand, their efforts at the cessation of tariff wars 
are doomed to failure It is, Sir, taking the question m a large sense, a 
moral question His Majesty s Government cannot profess one thing and 
take their stand in practice on another thing I hope that, if the Govern- 
ment of India themselves attach an\ importance to the moral aspect of 
this question, thev vill still consider the advisability of accepting Pandit 
Malaviva’s amendment and press ijb on the attention of the Secretary of 
State 

Mr. President: I congratulate the Honourable Member 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru: I do not see what you and we together 
can do at this stage Both you and we are W'orking the constitution as 

it IS 

Mt. Jehangir K. Munahi (Burma Non-European) Sir, in this connec- 
tion, will you permit me to rise to a point of order, partly 

^ ^ a point of order and partly a point of procedure, and partly to 
request the Chair to help the House against the coercive tactics of Govern- 
ment May I point out to the Chair that there is a third amendment 
which has not yet been moved, and which seeks to impose a duty of 20 
per cent , without discrimination and which has the support of the 
Nationalist Party, the support of mv Honourable friend Mr Jinnah and 
the Independent Party, the support of Sir Darcy Lmdsay and Members 
of the European Group, and also the support of a large number of un- 
attached Members of this House May I, Sir, appeal to you, that instead 
of confining this debate to these two amendments, you may allow this 
other amendment also to be moved and discussed and that it should be 
voted upon first If that amendment is earned, as it is bound to be 
earned because everybody wants it — ^the millowners ajso want it — and if 
the G-overranent atiJl want to pursue their coercive tactics, they can then 
take the Bill to the Council of State and bring it back to this House in 

D 
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the form they insist on , and then the difficulty with which my Honourable 
friend Mr Jmnah and his party and I myself and other Members are 
faced uill disappear We shall record our opinion that the mill industry^ 
should be afforded adequate protection by the imposition of an uniform 
duty of 20 per cent If, in spite of this, Government insist on the pro- 
posals embodied m Mr Chetty’s amendment, they can take the help of the 
t’ouncil of State But for our part we shall be recording our preference 
for a uniform duty of 20 per cent 

Mr. President: But what is the Honourable Member’s suggestion? 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: My suggestion is that this particular amend- 
ment may be discussed and put to the vot-e first 

Mr. President: Which amendment*’ 

Mr. Jehangir K« Munshi: I refer to the amendment of Munshi Iswar 
Saran* winch has also been welcomed by S’r Darcy Lindsay 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava (Ambala Division Non-Muhammadan)^ 

A similar amendment stands in my name as well as in the names of others 

Mr. President: If the Honourable Member is so sure that other parties 
are going to support that amendment, in spite of the attitude taken by 
Government, I would certainly accept his suggestion 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: We have heard it said on the floor of this 
House by the spokesmen of the different parties 

Mr. President: Then, the Honourable Member has not heard properly. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas (Indian Merchants’ Chamber Indian 
Commerce) I propose to address the House after my Honourable friend 
Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru has finished, as to what my party thinks 
about this amendment 

Mr. President: I hope the Honourable Member, Pandit Hirday Nath 
Kunzru, will now conclude his observations 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunsru: It only remains for me, Sir, to say a few 
words 

Mr. President: Is the Honourable Member still going to continue this 
farce of a debate? 

Pandit BEirday Nath Kunzru: If we choose to come here, I cannot see, 
Sir, how we can set at naught the ordinary procedure of the House and 
try to convince the Members of this House who differ from us m any other 
way Sir, my Honourable friend, Sir George Schuster, in his budget 
speech, asked us to bear m mind the value of a friendly attitude that we 
might assume towards His Majesty’s Government I appreciate the 
significance of those words, but I do not congratulate him on having used 
them at this stage It is well known ihat we are in a dependent condi- 
tion and that speaking 

* “Tn %nb-c!atjs© {t) of 2, in the Item No IS^A, th* words ‘not of 

British m%nufsctur«* occurring in the socond eolnnwi be omittod * 
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Hr. Pree^ent: I do not W6int to give any more hints to the Honour- 
able Member 

Pandit IQixday Hath Kuniru; Speaking m a constitutional sense, our 
r^te can be achieved only through His Majesty’s Government and 
Parliament Does the Honourable Sir George Schuster mean to tell us 
that, unless we are (prepared to make concessions of a far-reaohing charac- 
ter and to agree to things which, in our clear judgment, we should not 
accept, then we should not expect these great changes that India desires 
If that IS his meaning, then that would be an additional argument for 
strongly supporting Pandit Malaviya ’s amendment His proposal 
postulates political equalit;^ between the various parts of the Empire When 
that equality has been achieved, it rruglit be considered b> India in the 
way it likes and as suits her best interests, but so long as India remains 
in her present position, so long as she is m her present dependent condition, 
she cannot even think of the proposal that has been placed before the 
House by the Honourable Members opposite 

5ir Purshotamdaa Thakurdas: Sir, I will be very brief, and perhaps I 
would not have spoken at all but for the fact that my party desire that, 
before these amendments are voted upon, the position of this party should 
be again made clear before this House I feel that we, on this side of 
the House, regret as much as anybody else on this side of the House, the 
decision of Government, as put before the House by the Honourable the 
Leader of the House mimediatelv aft(T we met And if I may say one word 
m passing before I proceed further, I hope my Honourable friend, Pandit 
Kunzru, will understand it in the correct spirit if I say that the Members 
on these Benches regret the remark which he made regarding my Honour- 
able friend Mr Jinnah, the Leader of this party 

Mr. President: He meant nothing If there was any feeling that the 
Honourable Member meant anything, I would certainly ask him to with- 
draw it 

Pandit Hirday Hath Kunxru: I made it perfectly plain that I did not 
wish to bnng any political charge against Mr Jmnah and Mr Jinnah 
himseU fully accepted that 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: I was going to say that myself The 
Honourable Pandit did make it clear that he meant no insinuation But 
bearing in mind that my Honourable fraend himself many times agrees 
with Government in less compelling circumstances, in this case in which 
my Honourable fnend Mr Jinnah and moat of those who are sitting 
behind us do, I think that he might have spared us even those remarks 
which necessitated my Honourable fnend Mr Jinnah getting up and say- 
ing what he did I am quite sure that Pandit Kunzru did not mean 8Uiy- 
thing more than simply saying that we support Government, but Pandit 
Kunzru himself very often agrees with Government more than we do 

Pandit Hird&y Hath Kunxm: Can you give any instance of that? 

Sir Puraliotamdaa Thakurdas: Surely my Honourable friend does not 
alwa^ya and invariably differ from Government? He may agree With 
Govemment in the best of cases. 
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PAOdii Hirdty HAth Xanxni: Only when they are nght, and not more 
than you do. 

Sir Purshota md as Tliakurdaar We ourselves have made our position 
clear, and 1 say that, when the atmosphere is tense, as it happens to be 
m this case, my party wishes that even what little he did say were not 
mentioned 

Now regarding the merits of my friend Pandit Mala vu as amendment, 
and the reason why this party cannot support his amendment Sir, the 
Leader of rny party, Mr Jinnah, has made our position clear, but he 
made that clear before the Government statement, or rather the announce- 
ment of their final decision, ^as made on the floor of the House I feel. 
Sir, that I ought, at the request of m^r party, to make the position of my 
party further clear if I can make it clearer than Mr Jmnah has made it 
Everybody in this House is agreed that the cotton textile industry of India 
should have the maximum iprotection that can be available to that indus- 
try by the Legislature and Government There is no difference of opinion 
as regards that, and the question then is, what are the alternatives before 
the House There are two alternatives I will not go into the 4 per 
cent revenue duty, which is in force todaj The first alternative is that 
Government propose to give 3^ annas minimum on grey goods plus per 
cent on non-Bntish goods I will call that A The second one is my 
Honourable fnend Pandit Malaviva’s amendment, which I will call B, which 
18 , annas minimum on all goods not confined merelv to gre\ goods and 
on all goods not confined merely to non-Bntish Now, Sir, the whole 
question to be considered is, having agreed on the mam thing, subject to 
any preference which I will tackle in a second, the mam thing that 
weighs with my party is, which of the two propositions gives the mdus- 
L*y at this juncture — which is admitted bv all to be a very critical junc- 
ture — the utmost iprotection Undoubtedly, on mere figures, if there was 
no Imperial Preference or protection simultaneously to British industries 
involved in this, I have not the least doubt that the Honourable Pandit 
will agree that what Government suggest gives the greater protection 

Hr. T. Prakasam: Sir, may I interrupt m\ Honourable friend and ask 
him to tell this House whether his party would be agreeable to have a 
20 per cent dutv all round, as suggested in the amendment of Munshi 
Iswar Saran? 

Sir PurahOtaiXldaa Tbakurdas: If my Honourable friend had waited a 
little, he would have heard that from myself The whole question is 
whether the 8i annas minimum on all goods ensures more protection than 
8J annas on grey goods plus 6 per cent on non-British goods 

Mr. T. Prakaaam: Unnecessary if you agree to that 

Sir Pu^shotamdaa Thakurdaa: The question then arises, is the 5 per 
cent duty on non-Bntish goods, plus 8^ annas minimum on grey goods, 
free from any faults? 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: On all grey goods 

Sir Purahotaxndas Thakurdaa: Yes, on all grey goods And we have 
from these Benches clearly said, in the. course pf the .debate, that we 
say that the mam fault with it is that it mak^s protection available to 
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the British industry simultaneously with the Indian industry. None oi 
us has tried to conceal it, nor have we overlooked it What we feel is, 
is there any option? And the statement of the Honourable the Leader 
of the House, on behalf of Government, has made it abundantly clear 
that there is no option to this House, unless it wishes to wreck this Bill, 
but to agree with Government. 

My Honourable friend Mr Piakasam says, would ue agree to a total 
of 20 per cent on all piece-goods, plus a 3^ annas minimum? Sir, I do 
not know what amendment my Honouiable friend, Mr Jmnah, would 
have moved if the Government statement had been otherwise than it 
has been But I have not the least doubt that, even Mr Jmnah could 
not have disagreed from it, and I think I can say, on behalf of the other 
Members of my party, that we would have voted foi it if Government had 
said that they were prepared to accept whatever amendment was passed 
b\ this side of the House, for this reason, that the millowners of India — ■ 
not restricted to Bombay, for it has been brought out rather too much, 
but the millow'ners of Madras, Calcutta, Cawnpore, Ahmedabad and all 
other places — when they were brought together at Delhi less than three 
months back, all recommended that the minimum protection with which 
they could stand at this particular juncture was 20 per cent , plus SJ annas 
per pound minimum Therefore, if the best interests of the industry are 
to be consulted, this is what should be made available to us, and it is very 
likely that, if the statement of the Leader of the House had been other- 
wise than what it was, perhaps Mr Jmnah might have moved an amend- 
ment in that direction But m view of what the statement has been, and 
jn the peculiar circumstances m which this House has been placed, and in 
the pecuhai circumstance® of the constitution of India — which we may not 
like and in fact I like it least of all — what is it that we can do m order to 
save the industry? And my party has come to the conclusion that, in all 
these circumstances, and with our protest regarding the protection to the 
British industry part, which we dislike equally, discretion is the better 
part of valour, and we propose therefore not to wreck the Bill We have 
no option but to oppose Pandit Malavi^a’g amendment 

Pandit Madan Mohan Halaviya: May I ask whether my Honoiu*able 
friend will tell the House whether the amount of protection which my 
amendment will secure to the Bombay industry will not be a great help to 
the industry, whether it should not be regarded as sufficient under the 
circumstances, and whether, if my amendment is accepted, the amount of 
protection it gives is not on the whole better m the interests of Bombay 
itself than accepting it with the preference to the United Kingdom goods 
w’hich the Government propose? 

Sir Purshotamdas 'niakurdas : I think that quesf^on can more adequate- 
ly be replied by my Honourable fnend, Mr Mody, who speaks officially 
for the mills of Bombay, and I do not think that I am in a position to 
give him a categoncal answer 

Mr. H. P. Mody (Bombay Millowners' Association Indian Com- 
merce) I did not intend 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: We should like to have the opinion 
of Sir Purshotnmdas Thakurdas, because the country is entitled to know 
whether, in his considered judgment, with his knowledge of the industry, 
he disputes the correctness of my proposition, that my amendment secures. 
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on the whole, greater advantage and weater protection to the industry in 
Bombay than the proposals of the Government, with preference to the 
TTnited Kingdom goods, which will work to the destruction of the Bombay 
industry in the long run 

Mr. H. P. Mody: Sir, . 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: I need not trouble my Honourable 
friend I w^anted the Honourable Member, Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas, 
to reply 

Mr. H. P. Mody: T full) intended to accept the advice which you ten- 
dered to the House* this morning that, in view of the very acrimonious 
and lengthy debate which had taken place on every single issue arising out 
of the proposals which are now before the House, Members would be well 
advised if they did not further prolong the debate But, Sir, the Honour- 
able the Leader of the Opposition wishes to know categorically from me 
as well as 

Mr. M. B. Jayakar (Bombay City Non-Muhammadan Urban) On a 
point of order, Sir The question has been asked by the Leader of the 
Opposition to Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas, apparentl) on the ground 
that he is not a millownei, and he is in a position to advise the House 
dispass onately That question should therefore be answered by him and 
hot b\ Mr Mody, who is identified with the issue 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas* I very much appreciate the compliment 
But I am afraid I must disappoint my "friend, for this reason, that I can 
act on!) on the information w'hich I have received here, and the informa- 
tion which I have received from my Chamber till now — and which has not 
been of a meagre character, I may toll the house — justifies mv giving a 
reply m the negative to what the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition 
has put to mo But I thought that Mr Mody, with his expert knowledge 
of the subject, would be able to give a more detailed reply 

4^6 Honourable Sir George It wi> not be necessary* 

Mr President, I think, that I should speak at any great length as regards 
the amendments But I should like to begin with what was said by the 
Honourable the Leader of the Opposition when he complained that I did 
not, in winding up the debate on the consideration stage, reply fully to the 
arguments of m) Honourable friend, Mr Birla Well, Mr President, T 
spoke for 50 minutes on that occasion, and at that stage it seemed to me 
that, since an opportunity would naturally arise of replying to Mr Birla 
m connection with the amendment, it seemed to me right that I should 
loberve most of what I had to say on the subject till then Mv Honourable 
friend’s view is that, if the proposals of the Bill become law% Bntish 
nifttiiifflcturers will be able to take full advantage of the difference between 
the 16 per cent duty and the 20 per cent duty, at any rate in the class 
of non-competitive goods, and that the result will be to put a sum, which 
ho estimates to be about 2} ciores aunuall), in the pockets of the Bntish 
manufactuiers Now, the whole question is this Is it likely, 
is it indeed possible, that the Bntish manufacturer 
could actualh do thaf^ I have given full weight to the 

quotation wdiich the Honourable Mr Birla made from the Report of 
the J'lfical Commission on that subject, but my own belief is quite clear 
that the conditions are such that that result or anv result at all resembl- 
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and the imports from Japan are only about 1 per cent Under thoa 
conditions, I thmk it is reasonable to suppose that the price of bleache 
goods must be fixed at present by the competition between the Bntis 
manufacturers themselves — it is not the case that the Ijancashire manu 
facturers constitute a combine or trust at present , on the contrary there i 
a gieat deal of competition between them — and I could hardly believe i 
possible that the imposition of an additional 6 per cent against non 

British goods could operate — seeing that the imports from other countrie 

amount to only 5 per cent of the total — could operate to mcresise the pric 
bv anything like the full extent of the difference on the dut>, or indeed i 
this case to increase it at all 

Now, take the case of the dhotis On the figures of 1928-29, the Bntis 

percentage of the imports is 93 per cent It is true that here the import 

from Japan, although still comparatively small, are mcreasing rapidl;y Bu 
I think it must still be true that, in the mam, the price of dhotis, wher 
they are of a quality, which does not enter into competition with dhoti 
made in India, must be fixed by internal competition between the Britisl 
manufacturers 

Take the coloured goods The percentage there is quite different No 
only from Japan but from other countries, proportionately there is a muc 
larger import of coloured goods than m the other classes But Brit'S 
goods still constitute 66 per cent of the total, and li the prices ar 
examined — I had some figures \%orked out, and I find that, whereas some 
thing like 86 million jards of the Japanese coloured goods would probabl 
be subject to the specific miuimum duty oumg to their low price — and tha 
IS something like four-fifths of the total imports of coloured goods fror 
Japan — in the case of the British goods, it is only about 17 million yards - 
which 13 about 5 per cent of the imports — and the inference I v. ish to drav 
is that the British goods are of much finer quality than the great bulk o 
the coloured goods imported fiom Japan Therefore, m the case of thes 
l^er goods, there is a very great preponderance of British imports, and th 
prices again will be determined bv romp<^tition amongst the British m iriu 
facturers 

Several speakers have referred to the figures which I gave in the not^ 
which was circulated to Members of this House, The most significant thini 
about these figures, to my mind, was the very clear evidence they supplie< 
■of how the cotton industry had been able to grow steadily and, as compare' 
wnth any other industry m India, rapidly, against the British industry, not 
withstanding the fact that, at no time has it had the advantage of mor< 
than 11 per cent duty by way of actual protection I thmk Honourabh 
Members on the other side altogether underrate the extent to which th< 
increase of the duty to 15 per cent is likely to restrict the market in India 
for British goods, and by restricting the market, to intensify the oompeti 
tion That, I thmk, is an aspect of the case which deserves the very ful 
■consideration of this House But I will say a little more than that 1 
the scheme in the Bill had actually the effect suggested, namely, that i 
did not keep down the burden on the consumer, but did place, at thi 
expense of the consumer, a large sum of money m the possession o 
manufacturers in the United Kingdom, that would be entirely and absohi 
tely contrary to the intentions of Govenfment, and we recognise 
Mr President, that this is a matter which, m the mterests of India, ough 
to be kept under observation What we are prepared to do, is to mamtain 
to the best of our abiUty, a continuous record of the pnces of piece-good 
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during the next >ear and if the Bill becomes law, then at the end of the 
^ear when the new duties have been in operation for that penod, to put 
an officer on special duty to inquire into this particular question as to what 
has been the effect of the duties upon the pnces of cotton piece-goods 

Diwan Ohaman Lall; Do I take it, Sir, if I may be permitted to 
interrupt the Honourable Member, that he means that, after a year’s 
operation of this particular measure, Government will take steps to find 
out to what extent the burden on the consumer has increased ? 

The Honourable Sir (leorge Rainy: No, Sir, not necessarily to revise the 
measure, but at any rate to investigate, not the question of what is happen- 
ing in Bombay as regard manufacturing costs, but as to how the pnces of 
imported piece-goods have been affected 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: With what object? 

The ^^onourable Sir George Rainy: Wc would be prepared to lay the 
Report of the special officer on the table of the House so as to pive the 
House an opportunity for discussion > 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: I want to be particularly clear about the Honour- 
able Member’s suggestion Would Government be prepared to bring in a 
measure amending this particular Bill? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: If it were found that the effect of 
the measure was such as has been apprehended by Mr Birla, that is jf 
it could be shown clearly that very large sums of money at the expense of 
the consumer were passing into the hands of manufacturers abroad, then 
Government would have to reconsider the matter Now, Sir, I should like 
to refer briefly to another aspect of the case wh^ch has been rather casu- 
ally touched upon by one or two speakers and was referred to at greater 
length by my Honourable fnend, Sir Zulfiqar AIi Khan, namely, the effect 
of the proposals in the Bill, or indeed of the proposals m my Honour- 
able friend the Pandit’s amendment, on the interests of the cotton grower 
Undoubtedly this is one of the interests which the Government of India 
have to keep in mmd and to safeguard as far as they can Apprehension 
has been expressed lest the effect of the proposals m the Bill might be 
to restrict the purchases of Indian cotton, and bv a reduction of competi- 
tion, to lead to the Indian cotton gi'ower getting a lower price ' Well 
Sir, we have made an attempt to calculate so far as Japan is concerned, 
how much of the Indian cotton that goes into Japan comes back into 
India m the form of piece-goods, and the best calculation we can make 
suggests that the percentage of the Indian cotton that comes back as piece- 
goods from Japan could not possibly be put higher than 15 per cent., and 
may be a good deal lower 

Mr. Mukhtar Singh (Meerut Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) 
What Is the percentage of Indian cotton consumed m England and coming 
back to India as manufactured goods? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: What I was saying was that the 
percentage of Indian cotton exported to Japan which returns to India m 
the form of piece-noods was about 15 per cent of the exports to Japan 
^Iv point IS, Sir, that it is not only for the supply of the Indian market 
that Japan requires to import Indian cotton; the great bulk of the Indian 
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cotton that Japan uses is used for other markets. She has her own 

domestic market, there js the China market and there is 
the market in the Levant and East Africa, and these 
markets of course are not affected b\ the duty Therefore I think that 
the apprehensions expressed as to the danger to the Indian cotton grower 
are perhaps a little inclined to be exaggerated Neverthelees it is a 

matter which, as I have said, Government have a dutv to safeguard, and 
when we place an officer on special duty ai the end of the year, I think 
h? might very w'ell be deputed also to consider the effect upon the demand 
for raw cotton and the price received by the cultivator of raw cotton Now 
this bnngs us back to the amendment of the Honourable the Pandit 
This proposal that Government has put forward for a annas specific 
minimum dutv on plain grev goods is put forward as a temporary expedient 
to provide a temporary shelter for the industry, especially m Bombay, so 
as to give it time to reorganise ijaglf But I am by no means sure that 
it IS likely to form a- pem^nent part of such tanff arrang©- 

ments as the Tariff Board may recommend -sor^ 2^ or 

2J years from now For there is always a danger thav^lir in a 
case like this you make the coarse goods relatively dear by a heavy duty, 
vou might affect the Indian cotton grow’er unfavourably in so far as the 
demand was transferred to the finer goods rather tlian the coarser goods, 
and tor that reason I am averse to any extension of the 3J annas minimum 
duty to any class of goods except the plain greys, where it has got a 
definite temporary purpose to serve I would ask the House to take that 
also into consideration My Honourable friend Mr Hardy this morn- 
ing explained very clearly and lucidly to the House the administrative 
difficulties which in the view of Government make the plan of a 8J annas 
minimum duty applicable to all classes of piece-goods practically unwork- 
able It would, we fear, lead to a congestion of trade, which would be 
found intolerable by the business community generally, and would operate 
m a very harsh way against those engaged m the trade I am not gpmg 
over the same ground again but m addition I would say that the best 
consideration I have been able to gjve to the Honourable the Pandit’s 
amendment has convinced me that his proposal is open to serious obiec- 
tions as compared with the plan in the Bill So far as I have been able 
to anticipate the probable effect of hih amendment, if it were to be mcor- 
porated m the law, I am afraid, it would be to a large extent to impose 
a high rate of duty where protection was not required, and to admit at a 
lower late of duty a considerable amount of competitive goods which, under* 
the Bill as it stands, would be subiect to a dut\ of 20 per cent That 
would be 80 at the present level of prices But of course if prices were lo 
rise — and we cannot anticipate that the present yerv low price of raw cotton 
and the consequent very low price of cotton piece-goods will continue 
throughout the three-year period — if there were an appreciable rise in the 
pnee, the difference to the industry between the proposals m the Bill and 
the proposals in the Honourable Pandit’s amendment might become very 
large indeed, because as pnees rose, a larger and larger quantity of goods 
would cease to be subject to the per cent specific duty and would bs 
subject only to the 15 per cent dutv, wheieas und^r the Bill they would 
continue to be subject — I am speaking of non-British goods — to the 20 pci* 
cent duty 

Now, Sir, my friend Diwan Chaman Lall cross-questioned me this morn- 
ing to some extent about the Anglo- Japanese Convention I can only 
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say that I am afraid he has discovered a mare's nest As I said this 
morning, when a treaty is made m the name of His Majesty the King 
Emperor, goods produced in any part of His Dominions are not described 
as goods of foreign origin There is no question at all about that We 
have kept our hands entirely free in this respect, and as I said this morn- 
ing, there is not in existence any commercial agreement or tieaty vhien 
bmitfl India’s freedom to grant preferent’al rates of duty to other parts of 
the British Empire if she sees fit 

Now, Sir, I promised that I would not be long, and I trust I shall be 
able to keep that promise I am not going over the ground I have a' 
ready covered at any length in earlier speeches, but I will again sa\ to this 
House that, after giving mv unbiassed judgment to all the various schemas 
and expedients that have been put forward, and after listening carefully 
to all that Honourable Members have said, I remain of the opinion with 
v/hich I started, that the proposals in the Bill oome nearer to provid- 
ing for the needs of the situation than any other that can be devised 
I recognise the heavy responsibility that rests upon us who sit on the 
Treasury Benches when we have to come to a decision as to w^hat pio- 
posaJs we shall put forward as being the best in our judgment m the in- 
terests of India T recognise that our proposals should be subject to scru- 
tiny, should be closely examined, and that Members of this House who 
disagree with us may naturally view with suspicion all our proceedings T 
am not going to argue about all that But whether I am believed or 
whether I am not, I am going to repeat what has already been said, that 

the proposals in the form m which they appear m the Bill originated 

in the Government of India and originated nowhere else 

and are supported by the Government of India because they 

believe that they are the best proposals they can make in the interests of 
Indiai and for no other reason 

M?. PreBidsQt: Having regard to the attitude of the Government I 
have decided, in the circumstances of this Bill which are so obvious to 
Honourable Members, to put the questions, but I should like to make 
one observation I made a certain suggestion to the Government, and they 
did not accept it The threat held out by the Honourable the Commer^ 
Member to the House, therefore, remains unwithdrawn, and I desire, in 
that view, to place on record that any decision that the Assembly might 
finally reach on this important question will not be by the free vote 
of this House on merits 

Now, I shall put Pandit Malaviya’s amendment first 

Maulvi Mohammad Shalee Daoodi (Tirhoot Division Muhammadan) 
Sir, before \ou put this amendment to the vote, I would like to raise a 
point ot order, and it is this Now that the stage of voting has been 
reached, I want that no Honourable Member who has got any personal m- 
terest in the subject matter of the Bill should be allowed to vote This is 
a Bill for protecting the cotton industries of India, and there are several 
Honourable Members in this 'House who own an interest m the industrv 
either as Directors or as Agjents 

Mr. President* I have already placed on record that anv decision which 
the Assembly might reach on this Bill will not be b\ the free vote of this 
House It IS therefore not necessary to go into tiic question raised by 
the Honourable Member. 
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Mr. President: The question is thatr 
“In sub^lause (/) of clause 2, for the proposed Item No 156A the foUowhlg be 
•ubstituted : 


' 156A Cotton piece goods . A / volet cm 15 per ceot or 

3| annma per 
pound, which* 
ever IS higher 

The Assemblv divided 
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Hamilton, Mr K L B 
Hardy, Mr G S 
Heathcote, Mr L V 
Bfira Singh Brar, Sardar Bahadur, 
Honorary Captain 
Howell, Mr E B 
Hyder, Dr L K 
Ismail Khan. Mr Muhatnmad 
Jawahar Singh, Sardai Bahadur 
Sardar 

Jehanigir, Sir (*k>wasji 
Jinnah, Mr M A 
Lamb, Mr W S 

The motion was negatived 


Lindsav, Sir Darcy 
Mitchell, Mr D G 
Mitra, The Honourable Sir 
Bhupendra Nath 
Mitter, The Honourable Sir 
Broiendra 
Mody, Mr H P 
Moore, Mr Arthur 
Mukherjee Bai Bahadur S C 
Pai, Mr A Upendra 
Parsons, Mr A A L 
Purshotamdas Thakurdas Sir 
Rahimtulla, Mr Fazal Ibrahim 
Rain>, The Honourable Sir George 
Rajan Bakhsh Shah, Khan Bahadur 
Makhdum Syed 
Rau, Mr H Shankar 
Roy, Mr K C 
Rvan, Mr T 

Sahi, Mr Ram Prashad Narayan 
Sarfaraz Hussain Khan, Kban 
Bahadur 

Sarma, Mr R S 

Schuster the Honourable Sir George 

Scott, Mr J Ramsav 

Shah Nawaz, Mian Mohammad 

Siddiqi, Mr Abdul Qadir 

Slater, Mr 8 H 

Yakub, Maulvi Muhammad 

Yamin Khan Mr Muhammad 

Young, Mr G M 

Ziauddin Ahmad, Dr 

Zulflqar Ah Khan, Sir 



2713 


LBOISLATIVB ASBEHBLT. 


[318T MAR. 198a. 


Mr. PrMidenl: Order, order 

Mr. AniRr Hath DuU (Burdwan Division Non-Muhammadan Bural) : 
Sir, can an absent Member’s amendment be put to the vote? 


Mr. Preiident: The question is 


“Tnat th® amendment of Mr Shanmukham Chetty be adopted, vtt • 

'In Bub clause (7) of clause 2, for the proposed Item No 156A the following be 
eubaiituted 

“ 160A Cotton piece-goods (other than fente of 
not more than nine yards in length) — 

(a) plain gray, that is, not bleached or 
dyed in the piece, if imported m 
pieoea which eithe” are without 
woven headings or contain any 
length of more than nine yards 
which IS not divided by transverse 
woven headings , 

(i) of British manufacture , . Ad valorem . 15 per cent or 

3f annas per 
pound, which* 
ever is higher. 


(ti) not of British manufacture . Ad valorem . 20 per cent, or 

3i annas per 
pound, which- 
ever IS higher. 

(b) others — 

it) of British manufacture , . Ad valorem . 16 per cent 

(u) not of British manufacture . Ad valorem . 20 per cent 

The Assembly divided. 

AYES-62. 


Abdul Aziz, Khan Bahadur Mian 

Abdul Matin Chsudhury, Maulvi 

Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Sshibzada 

Ahmed, Mr K 

Alexander, Mr W 

Ayyai, Sir C P Ramaswami 

Bajpai, Mr R 8 

Banarji, Mr R^narayan 

Baum, Mr E F 

Bhuto, Mr W W. mahibakhsb 

Chatterjee, The Revd J C 

Cocke, Sir Hugh 

Coagrave, Mr W A. 

Crawford, Colonel J D 
Dalai, Dr R D 
Drake, Mr JOB 
Ferrers, Mr V M 
French, Mr J C 
Qhasanfar Ah Khan, Raja 
Oidney, Lieut -Colonel H A J 
Owynne, Mr 0 W 
Haig, The Honourable Mr H G 
Hamilton, Mr K L B 
Hardy, Mr G S 
Heathcote, Mr L V 
Hire Singh Brar, Sardsr Bahadur, 
Honorary Captain 
Howell Mr E B 
Hyder, Dr L K 
Ismail Khan, Mr Muhammad 
Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar 

Jehaivgir, Sir (yowaaji 


Jinnah, Mr M A 
Lamb, Mr W S 
Lindsay, Sir Darcy 
Mitchell, Mr D G 
Mitra, The Honourable Sir 
Bhupendra Nath 
Mitter, The Honourable Sir 
Brojendra 
Mody, Mr H P 
Moore, Mr Arthur 
Mukherjee, Rai Bahadur S C 
Munshi, Mr Jehangir K. 

Pai, Mr A Upendra 
Parsons, Mr A A L 
Purshotamdas Thakurdas, Sir 
Rahimtulla Mr Fazal Ibrahim 
Rainy, The Honourable Sir George 
Rau, Mr H Shankar 
Roy, Mr K C 
Ryan, Mr T 

Sahi, Mr Bam Prashad Narayan 
Sarfaraz Hussain Khan, Khan 
Bahadur 

Sarma, Mr R 8 

Schuster, the Honourable Sir George 

Scott, Mr J Ramsay 

Shab Nawaz, Mian Mohammad 

Siddiqi, Mr Abdul Qadir 

Slater. Mr S H 

Taknb, Maulvi Muhammad 

Yamin Khan, Mr Muhammad. 

Young, Mr. O M 

Ziauddin Ahmad Dr 

Zulflqar Ah Khan Sir 
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NOES-42. ^ 

Acharya, Mr M K. 

Agnihotii, Mr K B L 
Aney, Mr M S 

Ayyangar, Mr K V Rangaswanu 
Bhargava, Pandit Thakur Das 
Birla, Mr Ghanshyam Das 
Chaman Lall, Diwan 
Das, Mr B 

Das, Pandit Nilakantha 
Dutt, Mr Amar Nath 
Dutta, Rai Bahadur S C 
Farookhi, Mr Abdul Latif Saheb 
Ghuznavi, Mr A H 
Jayakar, Mr M R 
Kartar Singh, Sardar 
Kidnai, Sheikh Mushir Husain 
Kunzru, Pandit Hirday Nath 
Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr D K 
Lalchand Navalrai, Mr 
Malaviya, Pandit Krishna Kant 
Malaviva, Pandit Madan Mohan 
Mitra, Mr 8 0 

The motion was adopted 

Mr. President: If no Honourable Member wishes to move any amend- 
ment to clause 2, I shall put the clause 

Mr, M. K Acharya (South Arcot cum Chingleput Non-Muhammadan 
Rura)) Sii, I have an amendment* on clause 2 

Mr President* That amendment is now out of the t^av in view of the 
decision reached bv the House 

Mr. B. Das: Sir, I %vish to move mv amendment which runs as follows 

“In sub clause (/) of clause 2, in the proposed Item No 156A the words ‘not of 
British manufacture’ occurrincf in the second column be omitted *’ 

Mr President* Does this amendment still hold the field m view of the 
decision just reached? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: J submit that, after the decision 
just reached by the Hou'^e on Mr Chetty’s amendment, this 
amendment \\ould be inconsistent with that decision In fact, 
the amendment would have to be redrafted before it could have any efifeclf 
The omission of the words ‘not of British manufacture’ m the clause as it 
ongtnallv stood i^ould have the effect desired by the Honourable Member, 
but if it 18 omitted from the clause as it stands after the adoption of Mr 
Chettv’s amendment, it would become meaningless altogether 

*In sub-clause (/) of clause 2, for the proposed Item No 156A the following be 
substituted 

156A Cotton piece-goods — 

(a) plain grey, that is not bleached or Ad valorem . 15 per o«it or 
dyed m the piece, including bor- 3^ anna« per 

deted grey dhotis, if imported potted, which- 

in pieces . . headings ever is hi^er 

(British or non-British) 

ih) others — 

(t) of British manufacture . Ad valorem 15 per esnt or 

8| annas pet 
pound, which- 
ever is higher. 

(If) not of British manufacture « Ad tdlorem . SO per 


Mohammed Ismail Khan, HFaji 
(%audhury 
Moonje, Dr JB S 
Mukerjee, Mr Saradindu 
Mukhtar Singh, Mr 
Neogy, Mr K C 
Pandya, Mr Vidya Sagar 
Phookun, Mr T R 
Prakasam, Mr T 
Rang Behan Lai, Lala 
Ranga Iyer, Mr C S 
Reddi, Mr T N Ramakrishna 
Sarda, Rai Sahib HfltfbiUs 
Shafee Daoodi, Maulvi Mohammad 
Singh, Kumar Rananjaya 
Singh, Mr Gaya Prasad 
Sinha, Kumar Qanganand 
Sinha, Mr Rajivaranjan Prasad 
Suhrawardy, Dr A 
Talatulev, Mr 8 D 
Venkataienshnayya, Choudhri, Mr P 
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Mr. President: The question is 

“That clausa 2 , as amended, stand part of the IJiU ’* 

The motion was adopted 

Clause 2, as amended, was added to the Bill 

Mr. President: The question is 

“That clause 3 stand part of the Bil< ’ 


Mr Das 

Mr. B. Das: Sir, I beg to move 

“That clause 3 be omitted “ 

I 

Sir, I have very few words to say I only w^ant to define my position in one 
ttntonce and place it befoie the House I only want that the handloom 
weavers should be protected Now that the millowmers have sold the 
country and have got what thev w'ant, let the millowners stand bv and 
afford some protection to the six lakhs of handloom weavers in the country 
If the clause is allow'cd to stand ns it is, it will work great hardship for 
three years more to the handloom weavers May I remind the Honourable 
Muslim Members, who are so much supporting the Hovemment in thiB 
scheme of Imperial Preference, that the majonty of the handloom weavers 
are Mussalmans? The Cotton Yarn Protection Act of 1927 reduced the 
daily wages of the handloom weavers and \ou are placing them again at 
thali disadvantage If you want to reduce their bread, do it by all meaniT 
with your conscience in your soul I 

Mr. President: The question is* 

“That clause 3 be omitted “ 

(Mr B Das demanded a division ) 

Mr. President: I do not think your party wants a division 

Mr. B. Das: I do not think there is any decision of the party not to vote. 

Mr. President: The question is; 

“That clause 3 be omitted “ 


'J'he Assembly divided 

AYES-35. 

Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Maulvi 
Acharya, Mr M K 
Agnihotn, Mr K B L 
Aney, Mr MS 

Ayyangar, Mr K V Rangaswami 
Bhargava, Pandit Thakur Daa 
Ghaman Lall, Diwan 
Das, Mr B 

Das, Pandit Nilakantha 
Dutt, Mr Amar Nath 
Dutta, Rai Bahadur S C 
Farookfii, Mr Ahdul Latif Saheb 
Ghusnavi, Mr A H 
Qulab Singh, Sardar 
Kartar Singh, Sardar 
Kidwai Sheikh Mu^hir H!i«»ain 
LahiH Ghaudhury, Mr D K 
Mdhrviva, Pandit Krishna Rant 


Mitra, Mr S C 

Mohammad Ismail Khan, Hajf 
Chaudhury 

Mukerjee Mr Saradindu 

Neogy, Mr K C 

Pandya, Mr Vidya Sagar 

Phookun, Mr T R 

Prakasam, Mr T 

Rang Behari Lai, I.ala 

Reddi', Mr T N RamakrisKna 

Shalee Daoodi, Maulvi Mohammad. 

Singh, Kumar Rananjaya 

Singh, Mr Gaya Prasad 

Sinha, Kumar Ganganand 

Sinha, !Mr Raiivaranjan Prasad 

Suhrawardy Dr A, 

Talatulev, Mr S D 
Yenkataknshnayya, Choudhn, Mr P. 
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NOES-49 

^bdul Aziz, Khan Bahadur Mian 

Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Sahihzada 

Alexander, Mr W 

Ajyar, Sir C' P Ramaswami 

Bajpai, Mr R S 

Banarji, Mr R^narayan 

Baum, Mr £ F 

Chatterjee, The Revd J C 

Cocke, Sir Hugn 

Oosgrave, Mr W A 

Crawford, Colonel J T) 

Dalai, Dr R D 
Drake, Mr J C B 
Ferrers, Mr V M 
French Mr J C 
GTidnev, Lieut -Colonel H A J 
G Wynne Mr C W 
Haig The Honouralile Mr H G 
Hamilton Mr K L B 
Hardy, Mr G S 
Heathcote, Mr L V 
Hira Singh Brar, Sirdar Bahadur, 
Honorary Captain 
Howell, Mr E B 

Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar 

Jehan^ir, Sir Coyasji 


Lamb, Mr W. 8 
Lindsay, Sir Darcy 
Mitchell, Mr D O 
Mitra, The Honourable Sir Bhopendra 
Nath 

Mitter, The Honourable Sir Brujexidnu 

Mody, Mr H P 

Moore, Mr Arthur 

Mukherjee, Rai Baladur S 0 

Munshi, Mr Jehangir K 

Pai, Mr A Upendra 

Parsons, Mr A A L 

Purshotamdais Thakurdaa Sir 

Rah mtulla, Mr Fazal Ibrahim 

Rainj The Honouiable Sir Gecige 

Rau, Mr H Shankar 

Rvan, Mr T 

Sahi, Mr Ram Praahad Narayan 
Sarfaraz Hussain Khan, Khanr 
Bahadur 

Sarma. Mr R S 

Schuster, The Honourable Sir George. 

Scott, Mr J Ramsay 

Slater, Mr S H 

Yamm Khan, Mr Muhammad 

Young, Mr G M 


The motion 'was negatived 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter (Law Member) Sir, I beg to 
^no^e 


“That for clause 3 the following be substituted, namely 


‘3 {/) In Item No 44 of the Second Schedule to th© Indian Tariff Act, 1894, 

aftei the figure and words “5 per cent 
ihe figure and wwde “or annas per 
pound, whichever is higher” shall be added 


Amendment of the Second 
Schedule. Act VIII of 1894 


(£} The amendment made hy this section shaB have effect only up to the 31st 
day of March, 1933’ ” 


Sir, this amendment is a formal one, and 19 necessary by reason of the fact 
that the Cotton Yam Amendment Act of 1927 expires today, and if the 
clause stood as it is in the Bill, it would be referring to a dead Act Sir, I 
move 


Mr President (to Mr M K Acharta) Does the Honourable Member 
wish to move an amendment to this amendment? 


Mr. M. K. Acharya: It is a very small amendment, Sir 

Rai Bahadur 8. 0. Dutta (Surma Valiev cum Shillong Non-Muham- 
madan) Sir, I have an amendment to the same effect 

Mr. President: Mr Dutta ’s amendment is the same as Mr Acharya 

Rai Bahadur S. 0. Dutta: Sir, I move that • 

“In 8ub clause (r> of ^ the proposed amendment by the Honourable Sir Brojendra 
Mitter to clause 3 of the Bill, for figures T933’ the figurUe *1931' be tiibstitiiited '* 
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I only want to draw attention to thia fact that in the Statement of 
Objects and Ileasons, it is stated that the object of the original amendment 
to the Tariff Bill that was made in 1927 was protection as against Japan 
It IS now' admitted in the Statement of Objects and Reasons that that 
aof'itr competition with Japan has ceased to exist, but it is added that the 
import of xani from China has increased, and that, until lateh, labour 
conditions in China were also unfaii, but that 

“Information hag very recently been leceived ^hat on the i6th Januarj, 1930, a law 
was promulgated in China which prohibits child labour and the night woik of women, 
and limits the hours of v/ork generally, but no evidence is forthcoming to show that 
anjr steps have been taken to make this law eflfecti\e ’’ 

If this be the condition, then I submit that an extension of this duty for 
a further one }ear is all that is nece88ar\, because we do not know what 
will happen, and it cannot be said that the conditions in China would not 
improve, and that the law' will not be enforced If that law^ in China, 
winch was recently made, be enforced, then theie would be admittedly no 
reason for this specific duty I therefore think it should be confined to one 
year 


Mr. President: The original question was 
That for clanae 3 the followirxg be substituted, namely 

‘3 


(/) In Item No 44 of the Second Schedule to the Indian Taiiff Act, 1894, 

aftei the figure and words “5 per cent “ 
the figure and words ‘or li annas per 
pound, whichever is higher" shall be added 


Amendment of the Second 
Schedule, Act VIII of 1894 


(i) The amendment made by this section shall ha\e 
day of Mdrch, 1933’ ’’ 


effect onl\ up to the 31st 


hnce which the following amendment has been moved 

“That m sub clause (i) of the proposed amendment tiy the Honourable Sir Brojendia 
Mitter to clatise 3 of the Bill for the figures 1933’ the figures '1931’ bo substituted ’’ 


The question is that that amendment be made 
The motion was negatived 


Mr. president: The question is 

“That for clause 3 the following be substituted, namely 

‘3 (/) Item No 44 of the Second Schedule to the Indian Tariff Act, 1894, 
Amendment of the Second 

iri A #%f \/TTT rtf ifiQj. tfi6 ii^nr© snci worcia or I5 AnriEs por 
Schedule, Act vni of 1894. whichever .s higher” shJll be added 

(f) The amendment made by this section shall ha\e effect only up to the Slst 
day of March, 1933’ ’’ 

The motion w'as adopted 


Clause 8, as amended, was added to the Bill 
Clause 1 was added to the Bill 
Mr« President: The question is* 

“That this be the Title and Preamble of the Bi 



THE COTTON TBXTUiB INDUSI^BY (M>TBCTI0N) BILL. 37^7 

The Honourable Sir Brofendra MitUr: ^ir , ** 

m the loag title the words end figures 'eqd to amehd the lodian Tariff, ^Cotton 
Amendment) Act, 10^’, be omitted *’ 

V " The motion was adopted 

’3?b0 Honoisrable Sir Brojendra Hitter: Sir, I beg to move • , ^ 

'*That m the Preamble, the words and figures to amend the Indian Tatiff (Cotitde 
Yarn Amendment) Act, 1927', be omitted ” 

The motion was adopted 

The Title and Preamble, as amended, were added to the BiU. 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy (Member for Commerce and Rail- 
way b) Sir 1 move that the Bill, as amended, be paseed 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: Sir, 1 r.se to offer once more, and 
ior th© last time, my opposition to the Bill which is befc«:e the House 
It 18 not necessary, Sir, to take up the time of the House in expressing 
that opposition Arguments have been exhausted, but they have been 
lost upon the Government 1 have been a Member of the Imperial Legis- 
lative Council and of the Legislative Assembly for twenty years, ^xcajpting 
the period of the first Assembly, and I have never known the Govern- 
ment adopt a more umeasonable atlitude than they have adopted on this 
jGCoasion I feel. Sir, that while ^ve have tried to work the cohtlitUtion, 
even though it is defective and unsatisfactory, the performance’ of 
Oo-vernment today m connection with this Bill has carried us to the utmost 
limit The action of the Government in disregarding the fiscal autonom) 
convention, and in not thankfully acting on the opinion with which you 

helped them today, has shown, Sir, that it is not only no use staying here 

to discuss the third reading of the Bill, but that we shall be guilty of 
not emphasising our protest to the utmost extent we can by continuing 
to take part m anv further discussion The voting has shown that those 
who think that thev have won have lost Sixty votes were recorded for 
the Government on the first motion Twenty six among them w^ere offi- 
cials, paid servants of the Government If \ou ehinjnate 26, only 84 

Members voted against my amendment On the other hand forty-four 

non-official Members have recorded their votes for it On the second 
voting too, of the 62 votes recorded for Mr Chetty’s amendment, 

eliminating 26 officials, there were only 36 in favour of it while there were 

still 42 votes of non-official Members recorded against that amendment 
Those who think that the Government have won, mav flatter themselves 
with that belief, but they have actually lost Those on this side, who 
have lost by the counting here, have gamed, of those who have vpted for 
the Government proposal, many have done so under a sense of coercion 
and the country will know that this Bill has not been passed by the free 
vote of the Assembly (Hear, hear, and applause ) I consider, Sir, 
that, at this time when the country is passing through a very serious 
erims, when thei^e is a good deal of suffering throughout the cotmtry, when 
from all directicms we hear stories, sad tales of the sufferings which the 
people are undergoipg, the action of the Government in imposing this 
heavy burden upon the consumer is utterly , unjustified I still hope that 
there is some auth»nty which might help the Government to avoid walk- 
ing in the path of evil But I do not know whether that hope Will be realised 

IS 
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or not. And we feel, Sir, that having made our strongest protest, having 
done all that we could by way of argument to convince the Government 
of the injustice of their proposal after having done all that we could to 
record our strong conviction that the Government are actmg wrongly, I 
feel, Sir, that it would be a sin on my part to continue to take any further 
part in the discussions over this Bill We therefore retire and leave it 
to the Government and its supporters to pass the Bill 

(The Members of the Nationalist Party accordingly left the Chamber ) 

Mr. President: The question is. 

‘‘That the Bill be paused 

Diwan O h e m e n Lali: I wish to say just one word I want to clear the 
position that I have taken up in this matter. 

Mr. President: If every Honourable Member wishes to clear his posi- 
tion , . . 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: I am only exercising my right to apeak 

Mr. Preeident: If the Honourable Member wants to exercise his nghtr 
I cannot prevent him 

Diwan Ohaman Lail: All that I wish to submit is this I have from 
the beginning held that the House, constituted as it is to-day, has no 
right to impose this additional burden upon the consumer m the manner 
in which this House has arrogated to itself the right to do so I wish to 
state categoncallv that the votes some of us, who do not believe in protec- 
tion, have given on Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya’s amendment, were 
for the definite purpose of making an attempt to wreck this Bill We 
have not succeeded in doing that and I and my party endorse every word 
that Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya has uttered We will follow the lead 
that he has given and we have therefore decided to take no further 
part in the proceedings as far as this Bill is concerned 

(The Honourable Member with Members of the New Swaraj Party 
then left the Chamber ) 

Mr. Prasident: The question is 

“That the Bill be parsed ’’ 

The motion was adopted 

THE SILVER (EXCISE DUTY) BILL 

The Honourabla Sir Gkorge Schnfter (Finance Member) Sir, I beg to 
move 

“That the Bill to provide for the imposition and collection of an excise duty on 
Sliver be ti^en into consideration.** 

This House is already aware of the ‘purpose and genesis of this Bill, 
which is clearly explained in the -Statement of Objects and Reasons I 
therefore feel that no explanation from me is requiAd 

The motion was adopted. 
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Clauses 2 to 6 were added to the Bill, 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble were added to the BilL 

The HonaanOde Sir atorge Schuster: I move that the Bill be passed. 

ICr. President: The question is. 

'*That th« Bill be pateed '* 

Xr. W. S. Lamb (Burma European) Sir, you seem very anxious » 
and Honourable Members too are anxious, to adjourn now But I think 
it 18 right that I should occupy some few minutes at least to speak up for 
the producers of silver in Burma, who produce 99 per cent of the silver 
made in India Sir, this Bill gives evidence of what might be described 
as premature birth, and that is hardly surprismg, considering that it was 
conceived and evolved dunng the period when my Honourable friend, ths 
Finance Member, was m this House doing all he could to apprehend wha< 
Honourable Members had to say about his Budget As for the Bill itself 
as I am not a drafter oi a lawyer, I cannot say whether it is any better 
than the Marriage Amendment Bill, to which our Honourable friend, 8n 
Han 8mgh Gour, took considerable exception But where I think you 
hnd evidence that the Bill has not been sufficiently considered, as it should 
have been, is in the Statement of Objects and Beasons Sir, m the State- 
ment of Objects and Beasons, )ou will find it is said 

“If this proposal is accented, the effect ■will be to raise the inteinal price of silver, 
which will give t corresponding bounty to local producers of silver on so much of their 
output as IS sold in India “ 

Now, Sir, 1 suggest to the House that there is, in that remark, evidence 
that the proposition has not been so carefully considered as it should 
have been, for, if the Honourable the Finance Member, or his Department, 
had only taken cognisance of the fact that u good deal of silver was pro- 
duced in India, they would have discovered that this (Company, to which 
they refer, has sold every single ounce of its production of silver in India, 
no doubt to the very considerable benefit of trade and commerce in India. 
Now I venture to suggest that, if the Honourable the Finance Member 
had been aware of this fact, he would have considered whether this 
Company, from whom he proposes to take Bs 18 lakhs, was entitled to 
special consideration I do not ask foi what Honourable Members might 
call protection, all I want for this Company is a square deal 

Now, Sir, the situation is such as India has never seen before We 
have the spectacle of the Government of India, with large stocks of silver 
which they are desirous of selling, and selling it in a market which they 
control, possibly to the lose of the indigenous producer If Honourable 
Members remember the history of the silver duty, on a previous occasion 
when there was a duty, the production of silver in India wag negligible* 
now it 18 no longer negligible At the same time, it w not of such a large 
quantity that, being sold in India, it can have any real effect upon the 
price in India We are aware, I think, that during last year the Govern-* 
ment of India sold some 30 million ounces of silver. Now we have the 
declaration of the Honourable the Finance Member that their policy will 
be to make future sales in India^it may be 80 million ounces, it may 

E 2 
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be 40 million ounces, I am not very well acquainted with these matters, but 
as they had a big sale last }ear of 80 million ounces, one may assume 
that they are going to sell very considerable qusmtities in years to come 
Weii, I suggest, 8ir, that there is no * certainty that this Company which 
Will be called upon to pay this 4 annas per ounce, which comes to Ka*. 18 
lakhs, to the Oo\ernment of India — there does not appear to be any 
certamt} tliat the Company will, m the selling pnce, secure the full amount 
Here we have the Government of India with stocks which they are sellmg, 
stocks of course upon which the} have not got to pay this 4 annas, and 
there seems at least to be a possibility — I do not know to what extent 
wuth the limited knowledge I have, I cannot put it more strongly than 
that — but I believe there certainly is the possibility that the price the 
Company secure will fall short of the London price plus 4 annas It may 
<iccur to the Honourable the Finance Member and to the Finance Depart- 
lYient to say that, if the Company is meeting a loss m India, they can of 
course go and sell elsevNheie, but as I have pointed out, here is a Company 
Which has up to tlic present sold every ounce of its production of silver 
ih India, it is a Conipan} established m India, registered m India with 
rupee capital, a Conipan} which pa}8 many lakhs yearly m the shape of 
royalty to the Pro\inci<U Government, which makes great purchases locail}, 
and pa } 3 large sums m wages, income-tax, royalty and other things such 
as police Dining the last completed year the Compan} paid thus well 
over Ks 2 ciores 'therefore I suggest to this House and to the Honour- 
able the Finance Member that this is truly an Indian Company and that 
it will be quite unfair and improper to suggest that, "If you are not satis- 
fied with things as the} are m India, you ought to go elsewhere" It 
seems to me that the} are entitled to that much consideration that they 
should be held to be entitled to continue to sell their production of siiver 
in India As I have said, Sir, I am not suggesting, at this minute, that 
they reijuire protection , possibl} m the years to come that is a question 
which ma} have to be consideied, for they have lost money, I may sav, 
m the three months to the end of December 1929, the} had sold silver 
at an average of 22d , the price now is I9d , each penny of fall m the 
price ot silver means a difference in the Company’s revenues of £30,000 
If }ou put it in annas, a fall of one anna m revenue means Rs 6 lakhs 
It IS not only silver that is depressed , all other metals are depressed, and 
naturall} the siiver maiket and other markets, being in the condition thev 
are now, naturally the Company view with very considerable, if not grave, 
concern, this imposition of an additional Rs 18 lakhs to add to the royalties, 
income-tax and super-tax 

Sir, I trust that I have the sympathy of the House, and I desire tc 
have from the Honourable the Finance Member a clear statement of his 
appreciation of the situation of this Company That is, I should like from 
him a promise that, after reviewing the situation and the course of the 
market for silver in India during the first year he will consider with 
sympathy, real sympathy, any representations which the Burma Corpora- 
tion may feel it proper to submit to him 

The Honourabls Sir Oeorge SchnsUr: Sir. I thhik my Honourable 
friend is under some confusion on this matter, in regardmg thia dutv as 
representing a burden of Rs 18 lakhs on the company ; rather I should say 
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the Rs 18 lakhs, if a sufficient quantity of silver is produced by the 
Company and sold in India, will be paid by the consumer, just m the 
same way as the import duty falls on the consumer The main point p 
brought out if one looks at the other alternative, that is to say, if we did 
not impose this sjlver excise duty, we should be conferring upon that 
Company a very substantial bonus Whether the amount of that bonus 
'Would be exactly equivalent to the amount of the duty is a matter for 
expeuence to show, but at present the evidence before us is that the 
internal price of silver has improved practically to the extent of the duty 
1 am afraid Sir, I can offer m\ Honourable friend no more than sympathy 
I do not feel that at present he has established any case for specisJ 
t»’ealmtnt, but if real liardship could be demonstrated or a case made out 
tor an inquirv by the Tariff Board, then ^f course it w’ould always be 
open to him to put up a peDposal to the Government But at present, 
8ir, 1 have no option but to proceed with the Bill and to ask this House* 
to pass the Bill 

Mr. President! The question is 

“That the Bill be passed ’’ 

'I’lie motion was adopted 


THE INDIAN COMPANIES (AMENDMENT) BILL 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Rail* 
wavs) Sir, I move that the Bill further to amend the Indian Companies 
Act, 1913, for certain purposes, as leported by the Select Committee, be 
taken into consideiation Sir, I explained the object of this Bill pretty 
tullv at the time when I moved its lefeionce to Select Committee The 
Bill has come back from the Committee wuth certain minor amendments 
in drafting but with no changes of substantial importance In these 
ciicumstanees, Sii, I do not think I need take up the time of the House 
by making a long speech in making this motion 

Mr. President* The question I have to put is 

“That tho Bill further to amend the Tndnn Companies Act 

Mr. Vidys Ssgar Pandya (Madr.i^ Indian (kimmcrce) Sir, 1 want to 
make a few observations on the Bill 

Mr. President: Has he anv amendment to move‘s 

Mr. Vidys Sagsr Pandya: I have an amendment, but I now want to 
speak on the Bill itself I will take half an hour 

Mr. Presideiit: Take one hour if vou please 

Mr. Muhammad Yamln Khan (United Provinces Nominated Non* 
Official) When the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition and his Party 
w'alked out, they said that they did not want to take any further par® 
in the Tariff Bill, but they did not say that they did not want to take any 
part in the other Bills 

Jig. #iartdeat ; They can come m, I have no objection. 
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Ifr. Ifnh&mmad Yamin Kl i an : I find there are certain amendments 

Mr. Praaidant: Any matter that is controversial will be postponed 

Mr, M i ihamina d Yamin Khan: There is Mr Anev’s amendment* on this 
Pill 

Mr. Preaidant: I understand Sur Hugh Cocke is going to move a similar 
amendment Am I right? 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: But the House \vill be deprived of the 
views of the Members who have withdrawn from the House 

Mr. Praaldent: Order, order, I can't help it 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya: Sir, first of all, let me express my thanks 

Mr. Jahangir K. Munahi (Burma Non-European) Sir, I espy two 
strangers in the House — I mean on the Nationalist Benches I do not 
know whether it is in order for my Honourable friend, Sir Cowasji Jehangir 
and Sir C' P Ramaswami Avvar to continue to sit on the Nationalist 
Benches after the Nationalist Party has walked out of the Chamber 
(Laughter ) 

Mr. Predident* The\ are the seats allotted to the Honourable gentlemen 
by the Chair 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya: Sir, let me express my thanks to the Hon- 
ourable the Commerce Member for having brought in this Bill at this 
Session His original idea was to circulate the Bill for public opinion, 
and if he had done so, it would have taken a much longer time, and much 
valuable time would have been lost for bringing this very useful reform 
into practice As such, the thanks of the occountancv profession and the 
auditors in India are due to the Honourable Sir George Rainv for having 
brought up this Bill at this Session My only regret is that, instead of 
bringing the Bill at the beginning of the Session, when it would have 
received better attention, it has been brought at the fag end of the 
Session, and especially at a time when almost all Members on one side 
of the House are absent Now, to proceed further, I may say the iTidian 
Companies Act was passed in 1913, but the subject of forming an autono- 
mous bodv of Chartered Accountants in India has been delayed so long 
Originally it was intended that this matter should be brought up much 
earlier, but now it is hoped that, when the Bill becomes an Act, action 
will be taken early enough after it is passed, and that no undue delay 
will take place m drafting the rules and setting up the machinery to work 
out the details, and that when the draft rules are framed, the Govern- 
ment will not depart from the original good intentions to make the scheme 
a success and bear in the mind the views of the Indian Societies of 
Accountants and Auditors in India and of other public commercial bodies 
who have been consulted in the matter 

Then, Sir, the measure is said to be to prepare way for advance towards 
the ideal system of an autonomous Association of Accountants as stated 


***ThAt fur the second proviso to eub-clauae (/) of clause 3 the following 
substituted 

‘Provided further that any person residing in India on the date of the com 
niencement of this Act who immediately before such date was entitled t< 
he appointed and to act as an auditor of companies throut^oui Britisli 
India shall, subicct to the provisions of this Act and the rules made 
thereunder, be elinble for enrolnisni on the BogisteT of AooQmttaiiiB relied 
to m sub section (®A) of section 144 of the Indian Companies Act, 1013’ ” 




THE INDIAN COMPANIES (AMENDMENT) BILL 2723 

in the Statement of Objects and Reasons. I hope the Government of 
India will not lose sight of it In the cose of similar other professional Asso> 
ciations, such as Medicine, Law, Engineering, etc , they do not admit any 
persons other than those who belong to the profession in forming a Board. 
In this instance also, though I realise the difficulties of the Honourable 
Sir George Rainv m the matter, 1 hope Government will not lose sight of 
this point, but progressively introduce more and more Members on AlMndia 
and Local Accountancy Boards elected out of the registered accountants and 
auditors within the near future, to convert it entirely into an Indian insti- 
tution of Chartered Accountants and Auditors 

Now, Sir, regarding the clauses of the Bill, I have received certain 
telegrams and representations from several Societies of Accountants in 
Bombay, Lahore, Madras, and the Southern India Chamber of Commerce 
I shall nob wear) the House with any long quotations, but I will read out 
only a few of them At an informal meeting of Accountants practising in 
Lahore, held on Wednesday the 6th March, the Bill was considered with 
the following results 

(1) The Bill was approved in general terms, and it was noted 

bpecially that the ultimate aim was an autonomous Associa- 
tion of Accountants in India 

(2) Exception w'as taken to the provisions of section 2A {e) Pn- 

marilv it was considered that the Indian Accountancy Board 
should include no persons other than those who would be 
eligible for registration under the Bill, but if this suggestion 
be not acceptable, as an alternative, it was considered that 
the period for which anv persons nob eligible for registration 
under the Bill should be appointed to, and remain members of, 
the Board, should be limited to the first term of the Board’s 
existence 

Then 1 come, Sir, to the Resolution passed at the meeting, held on the 
15th instant, of the Society of Auditors in Madras, who considered the 
Report of the Select Committee, and they state thus 

“(1) That this society is of opinion that the proposed proviso to section 2 (2?) (6) 
of the amending Bill, 'Provided that nothing contained in i,uch rules shall preclude 
any person from being granted a certific.ato merely by reason that he di^s not practise 
as a public accountant’ be diopped as the Indian Accountancy Board alone when 
constituted will be in a better praition to consider this question if there should be any 
distinction between practising and non practising accountants and the proviso if enacted 
would preclude the consideration of this question by that Board ” 

“(2) That this Society is of opinion that, in the interests of the profession generally, 
there should not be two classes of auditors ind therefore persona holding restricted 
certificates should also be brought on the said register and under the same control ” 

Then comes a telegram from the Restricted Certificate Holders from 
Madras, who wire as follows 

‘Auditors holdirg restricted certificates are now leadin(g practitioners in several 
provinces Please press their claims in Assembly for equal privileges with Government 
Diploma Holders ” 

Then comes a telegram from the Southern India Chamber of Commerce, 
Madras 

“Companies Bill considered Non piattising Accountants to be covered by rules 
and oimtted in statute Discrimination against registered Auditors to be omitted ” 

This IS the reason. Sir, why 1 have tabled an amendment, and on that 
1 shall speflJi: later on 
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For the present, I may say that I am glad that some of the suggestions 
made by the Indian Society of Accountants and Auditors, Bombay, have 
been adopted by the Select Committee, but the restricted Accountants have 
not been allowed to be enrolled on the Kegister of Accountants as urged by 
them as well as by other bodies 

The Society of Indian Accountants and Auditors urge the following 
points for the consideration of Government ( 1 ) Under the Bill the Governor 
Geneial in Council will grunt recognition as heretofore to the members of 
such non-Indian bodies of accountants and auditors as he choses, and thus 
enable them to act as auditois ot companies throughout Biitish India This 
lecognition has been given for the last more than fifteen jears to 
Jiritish bodies of professional accountants, and it may safely be presumed 
that it will be given once again to these bodies under the new Act Thus, 
the members of those bodies enjoy certain rights and privileges in India 
under Indian laws which they do not seem to enjo\ at present in the same 
way in the othei parts of the Biitish Empire or elsewhere and do not enjoy 
even in the United Kingdom by reason of their membership of such recog- 
nised Societies It is not at all objected that members of any reputable 
non-lndian bod} of professional accountants and auditors may enjoy lu 
India the privileges enjo\ed by the othei members of the accountanc} pio- 
fession in the country If, however, recognition is to be granted to theae 
bodies, or any other body of accountants under the new Act, then it is 
incontrovertible, that Government should first insist, that these non-Indian 
bodies of accountants, w'ho seek recognition m India, shall not once again 
puss over, under some excuses, the just and reasonable claims of Indian 
students and Indian accountants and auditors, trained and qualified m 
India, for getting due recipiocit} of treatment and recognition and proper 
educational facilities as are being given by these bodies to the nationals 
of the other parts of the British Empire With this end in view it is 
suggested that an unequivocal assurance be given b} the Oovernment on 
the floor of the House now, when the Bill has come up for discussion before 
it, that the Governor General in Council shall giant recognition only to tin 
members of such reputable bodies of accountants and auditors as would 
give due reciprocity of treatment and recognition, and proper educational 
facilities to Indian students and Indian accountants and auditors trained 
and qualified in India as far as the same can possibly be given under then* 
Acts, charters, articles, rules, bye-laws, etc It will be admitted that such 
a demand for reciprocit\ of tieatment is quite fair and reasonable 

The second point is this Under the Bill in question, the names of those 
persons who at present are eligible to act as auditors of companies through- 
out 01 any part of British India, yill be enrolled on the proposed register 
of Accountants when it is first opened, and auditors’ certificates will be 
issiu'd to them as laid down m the Bill As to the future, however, it is 
quite necessary that entrance to the accountancy profession in India should 
be givi n only to those who pass the test prescribed by the Governor General 
m Council, or who have obtained a qualification which has been formally 
recognised by the Governor General m Council, or who have obtained a 
qualification which has been formally recognised by the Governor Genera*! 
in Council under the rules to be framed by him as equivalent to the pres- 
cribed test Government have, however, been given a hint in the draft 
scheme which they have prepared and on which they invited public opinion 
some time ago that the proposed Indian Accountancy Board shall be free 
to admit any person they like to the profession in future, even thouirh be 
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may not have passed the prescnbed test, or may not have 
obtained a qualification which is recognised by the Governor 
General m Council as equivalent to the prescribed test It csm be easily 
understood that such a procedure may lend itself to many undesirable 
results which may have an adverse effect on the efficiency, status and 
morale of the accountancy profession in India Moreover, m the interests 
of the public, it IS quite desirflble that those whose names will be enrolled* 
on the proposed Register of Accountants should be persons who have passed 
some recognised professional tests of a high standard which would enable 
them to discharge their onerous duties as auditors with confidence and in 
the best interests of the public and their clients Nobody can have a reason- 
able objection if an aspirant to the profession has passed a test which is 
publicly recognised in India by the Governor General m Council under the 
rules to be framed by him What is strongly opposed by the Accountancy 
profession is that the proposed Indian Accountancy Board should have 
any unrestricted power in its hands which would leave it free under the 
patronage of the Governor General m Council to discriminate individually 
between persons and persons \^ho may desire to enter the profession It w 
for these reasons that an assurance should be given by the Government on 
the floor of the House now that under the proposed scheme nothing shall 
be dene which would enable an unqualified person or persons with dubious 
qualifications to enter the accountancy profession in India by the back door 

The third point which is more important is this The proposed scheme 
under the Bill in question for the regulation of the profession of accountants 
md auditors in India is onlj a transitional one, the goal being the establish- 
ment in India of a strong autonomous body of accountants and auditors as 
they have in the United Kingdom, in the British Dominions, m the United 
States of America and in other European countries The arrangements that 
are in vogue at present for the training of auditors in India came into exist- 
ence after the commencement of the Indian Companies Act, 1918, and they 
were meant to be revised after five gears’ trial Yet it took approximately 
fifteen years for the Government of India to do the needful in the matter, 
and that too m spite of the unanimous report of the External Capital Com 
mittee and the persistent demands of the commercial community and the 
accountancy profession in this diiection If the proposed arrangements 
under the Bill are to be transitional, .ind if India is to have its own autono- 
mous body of Chartered Accountants and Auditors at an early date, then 
it IS very necessary that after a period of five years’ trial, the whole question 
of regulating the professional of accountants and auditors in India should 
be re-examined by a representative committee mainly consisting of persont 
having special knowledge of the profession of public accountants and 
auditors m India Hence an assurance should be given by the Govern- 
ment on the floor of the House that after a lapse of five jears they would 
appoint a representative committee to review the whole question 

So much as regards the representations which I have been asked to press 
5 pm House in connection with this matter. Now, I would not 

like to take much time of the House I have I am afraid already 
w^ned the House by reading long extracts All I need say is that nothing 
should be done to give preference to any non-Indian society, or to slacken 
me control of the Indian Accountancy Board on the members of any non- 
Indiaii body professional accountants, for such laxity will prove fatal 
Ti ^ merest and undermine the authority of thp Indian Accountancy 
Board to enjoroo discipline on all auditors without discrimination. 
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Then, Sir, under the gcheme proposed by Government there is the (jues 
tioa of representation of the various provinces on the Indian Accountancy 
Board I am not quite satisfied with that I hope Government will give 
due representation to the various provinces Under the scheme Bombay 
and Bengal get too much representation on the Board Of course we have 
to realise their importance and take into consideration the number of 
joint stock companies and other commercial or business concerns that are 
working in these places But the representation for Madras and especiallv 
for Northern Indu on the Indian Accountancy Board is very scant} 

Finally, I will say that the majority of members of the All India 
\ccountanc\ Board and the Tiocal Boards should be Indians who are not 
under the thumb of any foreign body of accountants Under the old 
system of general permission to the members of ceitain recognised foreign 
societies, as I had occasion to point out to the Government of Madras, 
certain undesirable persons, who represented themselves as members ot 
those bodies, were allowed to practise in India Take for instance the 
legal profession Even if a man has qualified himself as a barrister, 1 k‘ 
has to enrol himself in the High Court, but there is no such thing in the 
case of the members of these recognised non-Indian 
societies, with the result that, in Madias, we cam^‘ 
nciOBS one or two instances in which certain Europeans 
passed off as members of the societies and there was no power reserved in 
the Indian Companies Act to prevent them from practising m India 
When the> were asked to produce the certificates of membership the\ 
■said they had lost the original certificates, and in spite of their failure t(' 
produce credentials, they were allowed to practise, with the result that the 
bodies in England could not, owing to distance, take an\ disciplinarv action 
against such persons practising as auditors in India At the same tim 
Government had not retained any poweis in their hands to disqualif} them 
from practising The Government could not take any disciplmarj action 
against these persons simply because they were members of those be dies 
and they were thus free to practise thougn it was possible foi the Govern- 
ment to take action against the other persons and thc} did take action 
against those who were given certificates by the Local Governments In 
the case of the Members who belong to these non-Indian recognised societies 
the Government had absolutely no control I hope, m framing the rules, 
the Government will at least now bear in mind th d nothing is done which 
will give any undue pioniinence to any members of non-Indian societies 
who are practising in India With these remarks T once more thank the 
Honourable Sir George Rainy for hia having brought up the Bill for the 
consideration of the House m the present Session and not sending it for 
circulation for public opinion 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy (Member for Commerce and Rail- 
ways) I wish to say onh tw^o sentences I thank the Honourable Member 
foV what he has said about myself, but the real thanks are due to Sir 
Charles Tnnes rather than to me, because it was in his time that most 
•of the spade-work w’as done The Honourable Member has asked me to 
give him, on the floor of the House, a number of assurances I am Bifraid 
the only assurance I can give him is that everythmg that he has said will 
be fully considored at the time when we are framing the rules I cannot 
do more than that, because I am bound, if the scheme of the Bill is 
accepted by the HoUile, to act mainly on the advice of the Accountancy 
Boai^, and I cannot now give pledges that would tie my hands as regards 
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the future I have, however, no reason to apprehend that the Accountancy 
Board will give the Government of India advice which the Honourable 
Member would not consider to be a good advice 
Mr. PreEldent: The question is 

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Companies Act, 1913, for certain 
purposes, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration 

The motion was adopted 
Clause 2 was added to the Bill 
Mr. President: The question is 

“That clause 3 stand part of the Bill ” 

Sir Hugh Cocke (Bombay European) Sir, there are two amendments 
on the paper m connection with this clause, Mr Ane\ being called away and 
Mr Vid}a Sagar Pandya does not desire to move his amendment 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya: May I just intemept my Honourable friend 
I had a talk with the Honourable Mr Aney, and he said he would with- 
draw his amendment, and he w'ould be very glad to allow me to move 
my amendment, which is more comprehensive I hope my friend, Sir 
Hugh Cocke, wall permit me to move my amendment 

*Sir Hugh Cocke: It is not for me to present the Honourable Member, 
but my amendment is an amendment which has been drawn up in con- 
sultation with Government and is supposed to include his I therefore 

propose, with \our permissfon, Sir, to move it It runs as follows 

‘ For tho second puniao to sub clause (/) of clause 3, the following be substituted 
Provided further that any person who — 

{a) was entitled immediartelv befoie the commencement of this Act by reason of 
anj such certificate or declaiation to be appointed and to act as an 

auditor of companies thioaghout British India, and {b) has ut any time, 

aftci he became so entitled and Ijefore the commencement of this Act, 

resided in India, 

shall, if he poasesses such qualifications as to good character and on payment of such 
fee as may be prescribed under clause (6) of subsection (SA) of section 144 of the 
Indian Companies Act, 1915, be entitled to be enrolled on the Register of Accountants 
referred to in that sub section “ 

The alteration between the proviso in the Bill, as inserted by the Select 
Committee, emd this proviso is mainly verbal and I do not wish to say 
any more 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya: Sir, we have not got a copy of the amend- 
ment moved by Sir Hugh Cocke 

(The Honourable Member was supplied with a cop\ ) 

Mr. President: Does any Honourable Member wish to speak on this 
amendment ? 

(No Honourable Member rose to speak.) 

The Hon<Mir«l)le Sir Oeorge Bainy: I would suggest, Mr President, 
that if Mr Vidya Sagar Pandya is going to move his amendment, it might 
be perhaps convenient to have it moved so that we may have one discJUs- 
sion on both the amendments. 

Ifr. President: I was waiting to see if he would like to move hig amend- 
ment. 


•Speech not revised by the Honourable Member 
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Mr. Vidya Sagar Fandya: Str» I beg to move my amendment whiob 
runs as follows 

“For the second proviso to sub-clause (/) of clause 3 the following be substituted 
‘Provided further that any person residing or practisinc in India on tha date 
of the commencement of this Act who immediately before such date was 
entitled to bo appointed and to act as an auditor of companies throughout 
British India or within a province in British India shall, on payment of any 
fee prescribed under clause (b) of subsection {2 A) of section 144 of the 
Indian Companies Act, 1913, be ehjible for enrolment on the Register of 
Accountants referred to in that sub-section ’’ 

Now, Sir, in pressing my amendment, I have to bring to your notic# 
that a representation has been made on this matter to the Government 
by the Society of Accountants and Auditors of Bon^ay I will only read 
a small portion of it, which pertains to my amendment It runs thus 

‘It j8 however felt that the newly inseited proviso is so worded that not only that all 
those auditors who are already qualified for the profession in India shall be enrolled 
on the proposed Reg stei of Adlourtants when it is first opened, but even such persons 
who at the date of the commoncement of the proposed Act cannot be auditoas of 
public limited companies m India but who on some future date may become members 
of some non Indian bodies of accountants (over which the Indian Legislatures op 

Goveinment ha\e no control whatever) shall »ywo facto be entitled to enrolment on the 

proposed Register of Accountant^ on the ground that persons of their class were entitled 
m the past under a declaration made by the Governor General in Council in 1914 to 
act as auditois of companies throughout British India It is also doubtful whether 
owing to the present wording . f the proposed proviso the name of any miscreant who 
happens to be a member of a recornised non Indian body of professional accountants 
can be refused by the proposed Indian Accountancy Board for enrolment on the pro- 
posed Register of Accountants in spite of his professional misdemeanoui, or owing to 
any substantial leason in the interests of the public In short, the proviso in question 
as at present worded is likely to put the members of some non Indian (British and 
other) bodies of accountants out of the effective control of the Government of India 
or the proposed Indian Accountancy Board Surely that would amount to the negation 
of the fundamental principle of the Bill which seeks to bring all auditors under the 

direct and effective disciplinary control of the Governor General in Council and the 

proposed Indian Accountancy Board Under the existing provisions of section 144 (/) 
of the Indian Companies Act, 1913, the Governor General in Council is authorised 
to gu<, withdraw or withhold recognition, at his discretion to any non Indian institu 
tion 01 association, whereas under the proposed proviso it is sought to establish by the 
Act itself that all the piesent and would be members, including even those vet unboin 
of the SIX non Indian bodies of accountants that have hitherto been recognised by the 
Governor General in Council shall have a perpetual statutory light to be enrolled on the 
Register of Accountants Such an extiftordinary step is without any parallel among 
the legislative measures so far enacted to regulate the accountancy profeseion in various 
countries of the world where foreign bodies of accountants are recognised, if at all, 
only undei the lules or bve la.vs framed under the provisions of the relative Acts or 
•charters In this country too members of institutions or associations of accountants 
have been recognised so far under the rules framed under the Indian Companies Act, 
1913, and it is very desirable in the interests of the public and the profession alike 
that the same procedure be followed in future wrhenever necessary It is not at all 
objected that the members of a reputable non-Indian body of accountants and auditors 
mav have the same privileges in India as the other members of the accountancy pro 
fession who are educated and trained in the country itself It however appears from 
the wording of the proviso as if it is sought to create perpetually a vested interest in 
the accountancy profession in India for all those who are at present, or who may 
become even in remote future, members of waf bf tha six recognised Bnt»b and other 
bodies of professional accountants The proven aa present inserted in ibe Bill it 
likely to deprive Government and the public in thia country of their legitimate right 
to enforce without any hindrance a high standard of qualification, discipline and 
conduct on all professional accountants and auditors m India beeaiM* it parporii to 
jsoaot that members of cci-tam non-Indian bodies nf professional accounUnta and 
auditors over which Government or the li^slatures in this country have no direct 
control whatever shall always he eni oiled «pso fncto on the proposed lUgiater of Acootmt- 
anta Such an oxtraordinarv provision in the Act is against the ideal el tW w h e l e 



tHB INDMJT C(rtfPANlBS'(A^jrDlteNT) BILL 
Hwnndy, 'Oisaiioii ito fndia at att earrfy 

^ alcoodfftanUr able to eaMlme complMe reaponsibUity to/t^ the maiUtaoaBce M' 

jrnukftio «toi)dai^4 profeeaional -qiialificat^n, dieotplune ahd ooBduct of lts,Mol»bm' " 

Thus, Sir, those persons who at present hold only restricted certificates . 
MriH go out of it as such, but they should be allowed eh the 

Jifeg^ster of Accountants just like any other persons at present entitled to 
hct as auditors of doAipanies throughout British India 

Thd Honourable i^ir George Halny: Sir, I should like to explain ae 
rjBgards the amendment moved by my Honourable fnend Sir Hugh Cocke, 
^hat, after the submission of the Kepott of the Select Committee, Mr, 
Aney, Sir Hugh Cocke and the Society of Accountants which has been 
mentioned, drew the attention of the Government to the fact that this 
new proviso to sub-clause ( 1 ) of clause 3 of the Bill did not fully carry o^t 
Us object and that there were certain defects m it In particular it was 
pointed out that there was a possible interpretation of the proviso by 
which any one who might m future become a member of one of the 
institutions and associations now notified would be entitled to enrolment 
iji the Register of Accountants That was not at all our intention, and 
as soon as we realised that that was so, we agreed that steps must 
be taken to put it right 

The second point is the one mentioned by my Honourable fnend, Mr 
Vid>a Sagar Pandya, namely, that, under the proviso as it stands in the 
Bill, and as submitted by the Select Committee, a person who held an 
unrestricted certificate, or who was a member of one of the notified in- 
stitutions, would be entitled to enrolment on the register, even though 
he might be considered undesirable on account of his past record, for 
definite reasons In that respect also it was thought that steps should 
be taken to put the matter right 

In the third place, a member of a notified institution would be entitled, 
under the proviso as it stands, to enrolment, even though he had never 
been in India at all and that obviously is not the intention of Government 
We believe that the proviso, as it has been drafted in the amendment of 
Sir Hugh Cocke, puts these three matters right, and in so far as it does 
so, I have no doubt that it will have the support of my Honourable fnend 
Mr Vidya Sagar Pandya But in tw^o respects he goes further I am 
not qmte clear that I understand fully his reasons for one of the changes 
Whereas the Select Committee said, “shall be entitled to be enrolled” 
the words used m his amendment are “shall be eligible for enrolment” 

I do not know whether anything particular depends upon them, but I have 
no doubt m my own mind mvself that, after a great deal of discussion 
in the Select Committee, the phrase “entitled to be enrolled” was adopted 
for definite reasons Finally the difference between Mr Pandya’s amend- 
ment and the amendment of Sir Hugh Cocke is this, that Mr Pandya 
wishes that there should be included a provision in the Bill by which those 
^auditors who hold only restricted certificates, that 19 who can only practise 
m a particular provmce and not throughout India, should bo eligible for 
enrolment on the register and for the grant of certificates which would be 
in force throughout India I am afraid the Gdvemment of India cannot 
accept that amendment, because the reason why these men hol^i only 
restneted certificates at present is that they are nob considered to possess 
the qualifications which, if they are to practise throughout India, they 
shpuld possess They w^U not be debarred from practising altogether, 
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Hr. VidjM SMgu In the scheme which the Government oir« 

eulated for opinion, it was suggested that all those persons who hold 
restricted auditors’ cert4£cate8 have their oertihcates made permanent 
instead of being renewed periodically. 

The Bononrable Sir George iUiny: The matter was very fully consi* 
dered and the decision we arrived at was that, under the Bill, it will be 
possible to make arrangements for each of the men wEo hold restricted 
certificates to continue the work as auditor in the province for which he 
holds the certificate We came definitely to the conclusion that it was not 
right that he should be enrolled in the Begister and then granted a certl* 
ficate which would enable him to practise throughout British India I am 
afraid that, on that point, I cannot agree with my Honourable fnend It 
is for that reason mainly that, while I am quite ready to accept the amend- 
ment of my Honourable fnend Sir Hugh Cocke, I am afraid I cannot 
accept the amendment moved by Mr Vidya Sagar Pandya 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya: May I read that portion of the Government 
statement m the matter which is relevant to the discussion? 

Mr. Praaidant: Order, order The Honourable Member has no right 
of reply 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya: Only to correct the Honourable Member in 
what he has said 

Mr. Praaidant: The Honourable Member does not need any correction. 

The question is 

“That for the second proviso to sub clause (f) of clause 3 the following be substi- 
tuted 

“Provided further that any person residing or practising in India on the date 
of the commencement of this Act who immediately before such date was 
entitled to be appointed and to act am an auditor of companies throu^ghout 
British India or within a province in British India shall, on payment of 
any fee prescribed under clause (b) of sub section (£A) of section 144 of 
the Indian Companies Act, 1913, oe eligible for enrolment on the Register 
of Accountants referred to in that sub section “ 

The motion was negatived 

Mr. Pratidsnt: The question la* 

“Thai for the second proviso to sub clause (I) of clause 3 the following be substi* 
luted 

‘Provided further that any person who— 

(n) was entitled immediately before the commencement of this Act by reason of 
amy such certificate or declaration to be appointed and to act as an 
auditor of companies throc^out British India, and (6) has at any time, 
after he became so entitled and before the commencement of this Act, 
resided in India, 

shall, if he possesses such quahdcationa as to good character and on payment of such 
fes as may be prescribed under clause (6) ox sub section (f/f ) of s^ion 144 of the 
Indian Companiee Act, 1913, be entitled to be enrolled on the agister of Accountants 
referred to m that sub-section’ ” 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 8 was added to the Bill 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble were aided to the Bill. 



THE nfplAN COMPANIES (AMENDMENT) BILL 21t\ 

Tli« BtHKmrEblo Sit OeorgE Sir, 1 beg to move that the 9Ui, as 

amended, be passed 

Mr. Tml IbrEhim EatUmtoLU (Bombay Central Division* Muham« 
madan Rural) Sir, I would like to say a few words even at this late hour, 
1 might inform the Honourable the Commerce Miember 

Mr. President: Do 

Mr. F&sal Ibrahim Rahim tulla: that when he considers tho 

question of the reconstitution of the Board after nomination, he will oon^ 
Wider the question of giving representation to the Bombay Sheure- 
holders Association I had drawn the attention of the Honour- 
able the Commerce Member to this point at the meeting of the 
Select Committee and now that the Bill is about to be passed, I wish 
to put it on record that, when Government, after the fixed period to which 
the Select Committee has agreed, constitute on an elective basis, a certain 
Central Local Advisory Board, he will consider the question of giving re- 
presentation to the Bombay Shareholders Association. That is a body 
which has taken a very keen interest m this question, and I thmk, Sir, 
representation to that body would prove useful even from the point of 
view of Government We want independent critics, and those who have 
made a special study Both these teats will be adequately filled if my 
suggestion is accepted 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I will certainly consider that fully. 
The facts are not present to my mind at the moment and therefore I can- 
not say more than that 

Mr. President: The question is 

*‘That the Bill, as amended, be passed ** 

The motion was adopted 


THE ENDIAN INCOME-TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL 

(Amendment of sections 2, 23, etc.) 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) Sir, 1 beg 
to move 

“That the amendment made by the Council of State m the Bill further to amend 
the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, for certain purposes (Amendment of sections 2, 23, 
etc ) be taken into consideration ” 

Sir, the amendment made by the Council of State is on a purely 
techmeal matter A certain confusion arose because we had two Bills 
dealing with the subject of income-tax, both of which set out to amend 
section 66 of the Indian Income-tax Act, and as the two Bills were 
originally drafted, the amendments were not mutually conflicting But 
in the course of the passage of one of the Bills in this Assembly a slight 
amendment was made in the amending section, and that made one of the 
sections inconsistent with the other That error has now been put right 
in the Council of State and that is the amendment to which reference is 
made in my motion Sir, I move. 
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lik^. nrefideot: I shall read the a^aeiidmant made in the Council of 
State , 

For clause 11 of the Bill the following clause was substituted, namely 
1 In sub-sectiort { 2 ) of section 66 of the said Act, — 

(a) after the word and figures ' ‘section 32”, the words and figures “or of a 
decision bv e Board of Referees under section 33A” shall be inserted, and 
(//) after the words “order” in the second and third places where it occuff, the 
words “or decision” shall be inserted’ ” 

’he question is that that amendment be adopted 
'he motion was adopted 

THE INDIAN INCOME-TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL 

(Amendment of sections 14, 25 A, etc ) 

The Hononrabld l^lr George Schuster (Fmance Member) Sir, I beg to 
iove • 

“That the amendment made by the Council of State in the Bill further to amend 
he Indian Income Tav Act, 1922, for certain purposes (Amendment of sections 14, 25A, 
tc ) be taken into consideration ” 

The amendment in this case consisted simply m inserting the wOrd 
Second” m the title before the word “Amendment” so as to distinguish 
118 Bill from the Bill dealt with m the preceding motion 
Mr. President: I will read the amendment made by the Council of 
tate 

“In clause 1 of the Bill, for the brackets and word ‘(Amendment)’ the brackets and 
ords ‘(Second Amendment)’ were substituted ” 

The question is that that amendment be adopted 
The motion was adopted 

THE TRANSFER OF PROPERTY (AMENDMENT) SUPPLE 
MENTARY BILL 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Hitter (Law Member) Sir, I beg to 

LOve that the Bill to amend the Transfer of Property (Amendment) Supple- 
tentary Act, 1929, for a certain purpose, as passed by the Council of 
tate, be taken into consideration 

The Bill is designed to rectify an inadvertent error and an inadvertent 
nission in the Transfer of Property Supplementary Act of 1929, which 
ere not discovered when that measure was before the Legislature m 
129 The Statement of Objects and Reasons explains the error and the 
tiission 
Sir, I move 

The motion was adopted 
Clause 2 was added to the Bill 
Clause 1 was added to the Bill 
The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill 
The Honourable Sir Brqlan4>^a Wtter: Sir, ,I move that thb Bill, as 
used by the Council of be passed. 

The motion wag adopted 



, THE DE8TEUCT1VB INSECTS ANH PESTS BILE. ’ . 

* * j 

Sif WniA Noyce (Secretary, Department of Education, Health and 
Dands) Sir, I beg to move that the Bill to amend the Destructive Insects 
and Peats Act, 1914, for a certain purpose, as passed by the Council of 
State, be taken into consideration 

T^e necossity for this measure is very fully explained m the Statement 
of Objects and Reasons and it is unnecessary for me to say more than a 
very few words, At the time the Destructive Insects and Pestg Act, 1914, 
was passed, the possibility that pests might be introduced into this country, 
by air was naturally not foreseen The introduction of a regular Air Mail 
Service has however made this possibility a very real one and in . tifeee 
circumstances it is necessary to close this gap in our defences. The pest 
that we have particularly m mind is the Mediterranean fruit-fly, which 
estists not only along the coasts of the Mediterranean, but also m Australia. 
So India w exposed to attack from two quarters What it would mean 
if this pest were once introduced into this country can be illustrated by 
the experience of the United States of America The pest has recently 
been found in Honda, and Congress has had to authorise the expenditure 
of a sum of no less than 2| crores of rupees m efforts to eradicate it 
Prevention Is obviously better than cure, and it is for that reason that 
this measure has been brought forward 

Sir, I move. 

The motion was adopted 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill 

Sir Frank Noyce: Sir, T beg to move that the -Bill, as passed by the 
Council of State, be passed 

The motion was adopted 


RESOLUTION RE PREVENTION OF INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS. 

Mr. President; I understand the next Resolution standing in the name 
of the Honourable the Leader of the House will be moved and ^hen he will 
agree to postpone its further discussion till the next Session 

The Honourable Sir Bhnpendra Nath Mitra (Member for Industries 
and Labour) If there is any desire to that* effect, I am quite willing to 
do so. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member knows that such a desire 
cannot be expressed bv anv one under the conditions in which we are 
placed For instance Members like Diwan Ohaman Lall and others, who 
take inteteet m it. are not present , and I would suggest to the Honour- 
ably Alember whether he should merelv move his Resolution and then 
pbstpone it, eo ^at other Honourable Members may have ia chance of 
giving their views at the next Session 

( 2733 ) 
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The HonooraUe Sir Bhupendra Bath Mltra: 1 am quite willing to 
accept that suggestion But this Beaolution was drawn up m consita- 
tion with the Standing Advisory Committee on which there is at least one 
representative of labour. If you will kindly read the Besolution, you will 
find that it contains a provision that certain things should be done and 
the matter again brought before the House within 18 months The more 
we postpone the passing of the Besolution, the greater will be the delay 
in taking that action That is my only point If anybody had stood up 
and said that he wanted this discussion to be postponed, I would imme- 
diately agree to that Otherwise Government may be accused of simply 
postponing the taking of any action 

Xr. Preildent' But Government are postponing it at the suggestion 
of the Chair. 

The HonourEble Sir Bhupendra Bath Hitra: If the specific suggestion 
comes from you, I would not oppose it, because m that case no respon- 
sibility would rest with Government Shall I move it now? 

Hr. President: Yes, formally 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Bath Hitra: Sir I beg to move the fol- 
lowing Besolution* 

“Thia Assembly, having considered the Recommendation concerning the prevention 
of industrial accidents and the Recommendation concerning responsibility for the pro- 
tection of power-driven machinery adopted at the Twelfth Seseion of the International 
Labour Conference, recommends to the Governor General in Council that he should 
examine the possibility of giving effect to the Recommendation concerning the preven- 
tion of industrial accidents and that the results of this examination should be placed 
before this Assembly within eighteen months from this date " 

Sir, the Twelfth Session of the International Labour Conference which 
was held at Geneva in May- June, 1929, adopted inter aha the following 
recommendations : 

'*(1) Recommendation concerning the prevention of industnal accidents 

(2) Recommendation concerning responsibility for the protection of power driven 
machinery ’* 

The full text of these recommendations is contained in a White Paper 
which was circulated among Members of the Legislative Assembly a few 
days ago The Becommendation concerning the prevention of industrial 
accidents covers a very wide field It is intended to be applicable, not 
only to mines and industries involving manufacture, but also to agriculture 
and to all forms of transport Certain parts of the Becommen^tion, are 
not entirely suitable to Indian conditions, and they postulate a degree of 
organisation and education which Indian workers do not at present possess 
Some parts of the Becommendation &te in accordance with existing legis- 
lation, and certam other parts can be given effect to in India without 
further legislation, but fresh legislation will be necessary if the Beoom- 
mendation as a whole is to be adcqited The Government d India intend 
to consult the Provincial Governments in regard to the possibility of pving 
effect to the Becommendation as a whole, and to place th» result el this 
examination before this Assembly * within 18 months from the date on which 
this Besolution is adopted by the House. 
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I’he second Keoommendation, namely, tha<i concerning responsibility 
tor the protection of power-driven machmery, requires that it should be 
prohibited by law to supply or instal any machine mtended to be driven 
by mechamcal power, unless it is furmehed with the safety apphanoes 
required by law for the protection of machines of that type. Th«r© are 
two main dilfaculties in India in the way of givmg effect m full to the 
pnnciple embodied m this Recommendation. Firstly ^ because the bulk 
of the machmery in use m India is imported machinery and it would be 
impracticable to enact Indian legislation imposing a penalty on a foreign 
suppher resident abroad. Secondly, many of the safety regulations relat- 
ing to machinery are framed by Local Governments under the Indian 
Factories Act and vary to some extend from province to province. Thus, 
imported machmery, which would comply with the regulations of one 
province, may be contrary to the regulations of another province. As far 
as the employer himself is concerned, the occupier or manager of a factory 
who does not satisfy regulations imposed m respect of machmery metallea 
m his factory is already hable to a penalty under the existing law. It 
does not therefore appear that any useful purpose would be served in India 
by the adoption of this Recommendation Sir, I move : 

Mi, President: The Resolution moved is. 

“This Assembly, having considered the Recommendation concerning the prevention 
of industrial accidents and the Recommendation concerning responsibility for the pro- 
tection of power..driven machinery adopted at the Twelfth Session of the International 
Labour Conference, recommends to the Governor General m Council that he should 
examine the possibility of giving effect to the Recommendation concerning the preven- 
tion of industrial accidents and that the results of this examination should be placed 
before this Assembly within eighteen months from this datte “ 

Sir Oowasp Jehangir (Bombay City . Non Muhammadan Urban) : I 
understand that the further discussion of this is to be adjourned. I move 
formally that the further discussion on this Resolution be postponed till 
the next Session 

The motion was adopted. 


AMENDMENT OF STANDING ORDERS. 

The Honourable Sir Bro]endra Hitter (Law Member): Sir, I beg to 
move : 

Mr. Jehangir S. Mnnahf: Sir, may I draw your attention to the fact 
that there is no quorum? 

Mr. President: More than a quorum, I am afraid Perhaps the mathe- 
matics of the Honourable Member are very very delh^tive There le a 
quorum for two Houses 

The fionotttable Sir Brofendra Mitter: I beg to move* 

“That the amendmrat to the Standing Order*, a« reported by the Select Ccnmnltteei 
be taken into conaideratioiiy* 
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[Sir Brojendra Mitter ] 

Sir, fchp object of the amendment is to make it possible for more than 
one Select Committee to sit at the same time and is fully explained in 
the Beport Sir, I move 

The motion was adopted 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Hitter: Sir, I beg to move* 

“That the amendment to the Standing Orders, as reported by the Select CJommittee, 
ba passed " 

The motion was adopted 


BEPOET OF THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE 

The Honourable Sir Gkorge Schuster (Finance Member) Sir, I beg to 
move 

“That the Report of the Public Accounts Committee on the accounts of 1927 28 be 
taken into consideration “ 

Sir, this IS a subject m which this Assembly has taken a good deal of 
iritcrpsu in the past and I think it is regrettable that there should be such 
a small attendance now when it is put down for discussion 

Hr. President: There is Sir Cowasji Jehangir, who will move an 
adjournment 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I shall be very pleased to accept 
that motion 

Sir Ckmasji Jehangir (Bombay City Non-Muhammadan Urban) I beg 
to move that the consideration of this subject be postponed to the next 
Session 

The motioii was adopted 


DEMANDS FOB EXCESS GBANTS hOB 1927-28 

General Admini stration — Mi scelianeou s . 

The Honourable Sir George SchuHer (Finance Member) I beg to 

fnove 

“That an excess, grant of Ra 231 be voted by the Assembly to regulariee the expen- 
diture chargeable to Revenue actually incurred in excess of the voted gr^nt i/i the year 
1927 28 in respect of ‘General Administration— Miscellaneous’ ’’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Admini 8*111 ATioN op Justice. 

The Honourable Sir GeOrge Schoeteip: I beg to move< 

“That an excess grant of Rs 9 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the expea* 
diture chi^eable to Revenue actually looyrred in excesa p£ -^e voted grant in the 
year 1927 28 in respect of ‘Admimstratic^ or Justice*'” 

yhe motion was adopted. 
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Miscbllanboos Adjustments bbtwb®^ Obntrad and Provincial 
Governments. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: 1 beg to move. 

**Tk«t mi 6xc«ts grant of Ks 3,431 l>e voted by the Assembly to regularise the 
expenditure chargeable to Revenue actually) incurred in excess of the voted grant m 
.he year 1927-^ in respect of ‘Miscellaneous Adjustments between Central and Pro* 
('inical Governments’ " 

The motion was adopted 


Refunds. 

The Honour&b^e Sir George Schuster. 1 beg to move 

“That an excess grant of Ra 1,67,481 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the 
axpendiiure chargeable to l^venue actually incuned in excess of the vot^ grant 10 
Lhe year 1927 28 m respect of ‘Refunds’ ’’ 

The motion was adopted 

Commuted Vai up. of Pensions. 

The Honourable Su: George Schuster: I beg to move. 

“That an excess grant of Rs 1,06,529 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the 
Expenditure chargeable to Capital actually incurred in excess of the voted grant in 
the year 1927 28 in respect of ‘Commuted Value of Pensions’ ’’ 

Thp motion was adopted 

Loans and Advances bearing interest. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuater: 1 beg to move. 

“That an excess grant of Rs 6,12,971 be voted by the Assembly to reamlariM the 
expenditure actually incurred in excess of the voted grant in the year 1927 ^ in respect 

‘Loans and Advances bearing interest’ ’’ 

The motion was adopted 

Indian Posts and Teceorapms Department. 

The Honourable Sir Goorge Schuater: I beg to move* 

“That an excess grant of Rn 8 08,768 be voted by the Assembly to regolanie the 
expenditure chargeame to Revenue actually incurred ic excess of the voted igrant m 
the year 1927*28 in respect of ‘Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department’.’^ 

The motion was adopted. 


Railways. 

WoRlaNG Expenses — Administration. 

The HonouraUe Sir Ckorge Schuater: I beg to move: 

**Ti^ an excess, grant of Rs 20,95,000 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the 
»!Xpeti(iit«0e chargeable to Revenue actuidly) incurred m excess of the vetM grant m 
the year 1927*28 in respect of ‘Working Expe ns ee^ Adminietration*.** 

The motion war ebdopted. 
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Appropbiation from Depbeoiation Fund. 


The HoDOurable Sir Oeoige Schuster. I beg^ to move; 

“That an excess grant of Rs 75,11,000 be voted by the Assembly to r^gtilarise the 
expenditure chargeable to Revenue actually incurred m excess of the voted ^snt in 
the year 1927-28 m respect of 'Appropriation from Depreciation Fund' “ 

'J’he motion was adopted 


Ben enue — Strategic Lines 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I beg to move . 

“That an excess grant of Rs 1,38,000 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the 
expenditure chargeable to Revenue actually incurred in excess of the vot^ ^grant in 
the year 1927-28 in respect of ‘Strategic Lines’ “ 

The motion was adopted. 


New CONSTRtJOTION8. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I beg to move. 

“That an excess grant of Rs 1,44,80,000 be voted by the Aseembly to regularise the 
failway expenditure chargeable to Capital aotually incurred in excess of the voted grant 
in the year 1927-28 in respect of ‘New Constructions’ ” 

The motion was adopted 


Open Line Works. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I beg to move : 

“That an excess (grant of Rs 53,45,000 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the 
railway expenditure chargeable to Capital actuallv incurred in excess of the voted grant 
in the year 1927 28 m respect of 'Open Line Works' “ 

The motion was adopted 

Capital- — Strateo^o laNBs. 

The Honourable Sir George Sdiuster: I beg to move: 

“That on exceae grant of Rs. 80,000 be voted by the Assembly to reTOlarlse the 
railway expenditure chargeable to Capital actually incurred in excess of the voted 
grant in the year 1927-28 in respect of 'Strategic Lines' “ 

The motion was adopted 

Mr. President: Does the Honourable the Finance Member want any 
more grants? 

The Honourable Sir George 8chU8t‘i^: No, Bir 

^ Mr^ President: Has the Honourable the Leader of the House any tnore 
Government business to carry out? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Kalh Mitmi Np, Sir. 



Wk, The time has come when I should adjourn the SCouse 

ime dte. Before 1 do so, I should like to shake hands with each Hon- 
ourable Member of this House We do not know whether the next 
Sessioa will be held cm: not, and even if it is held, we do not know how 
manv of us will be here Therefore 1 should like Honourable Members, 
one by one, to come and snake hcmds with mo 

(Mr President shook hands with all the Members present.) 

The Assembly then adjourned ame die, 





Price ; Re I or is 94. 




rHE 


UEMSUTIVE ftSSEniT KHTEI 

(Official Report) 

Volume IV 

(7 th tJuly to i8ih ipjoJ 


SEVENTH SESSItl 

OF THE 

THIRD LEDISUTIVE ISSEMILT 
1930 



SIMLA 

OOVSBNMISNT OF INIHA FBKSS 
1930 





Legislative Assembly. 


President. 

The Honourable Maulvi JIuiiammad Yakub 

Deputy President. 

Sib Hari Singh Gour, Kt , m l a 

Panel of Chairmen. 

Mb. M a Jinnah, m l a 

Mb M R Jayakar, ml a 

Sib Hugh Cocke, Kt , m l a 

Nawab Sib Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum, k c i e , m.l 

Secretary. 

Mb 8 C Gupta, Bar -at-Law 

Assistant of the Secretary. 


Rai Sahib D, Dutt 



u 


Pages. 

Friday, 11th July, 1930 — 

Member Sworn 99 

Statement of Business 99 

The Negotiable Instruments (Second Amendment) Bill — Presenta- 
tion of the Repoit of the Select Committee 100 

Election of the Deputy President 100 

Demands for Supplementarv Grants 100 — 149 

Saturday, 12th Juli, 1930— 

Election of the J)eput\ President 151 

Election of Memliers to the Governing Body of the Indiap 
Research Fund Association 151 — 153 

Demands for Sui>plenientary Grant*' 152 — 223 

.Monday, 14tm July, 1930— 

Questions and Anauers 225 — 81 

Imstaned Questions and Answers 281 — 333 

Motion foi Adjournment ri Continuation ot Ropiessivc Measures 

in the Noith-West Fi on tier Province — Ruled out ot ordei 333 — 42 

Statement laid on the Table re Ilydro-Electric Power supplied 
foi the Great Indian 'Pcnin«^u Fa Hallway 342 — 43 

Pieliminar\ Report upon the Expenditure ot the Cent ml Go\cin- 
ment 343 

The Indian Lac (h*ss Bill — Passed 343 — 44 

The Negotiable Instruments (Second Amendment) Bill — Pns'^ed 344 — 47 

The Indian Forest (Amtndment) Bill — Passed 347 — 48 

The Indian Telegraph (Amendment) Bill — -Passeih as amended 348 — 49 

The Bombay Civil Courts (Amendment) Bill — Passed 349 — 60 

The Benares Hindu Univeisitv (Amendment) Bill — Passed 350—60 

Resolution re Conyention for protection of workers against 
accidents — Adopted . 361 — 64 

Resolution re Convention concernmg the marking of weight on 
heavy packages tiansported by vepsda — Adopted . . . 365 

Resolution re Teimiination of the caontraot pf the Assam Bei^^al 
Railway — Discussion adjourped , . , ‘ ^ 3^ — 77 

V Tuesday, 16tii July, 1930 — , i , , 

Questions and Answers 379— 4S7 

Election of Members to the Govemiug.^^ody of |ha ladiiua. 

Research Fund Association . . • . 42?^ 
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Tuesday, 15th July, 1030 — contd 

The Hindu Gams o£ Leammg Bill — Passed . . . . 428 — 64 

The Court-fees (Amendment) Bill — Passed . . . . 464 

The Mussulman Wakf Validating (Amendment) Bill — Passed .. 464 — 70 

The Hindu Widows’ Right of Inheritance Bill — Discussion on the 
motion to refer to Select Committee, adjourned . . . 470 — 73 


Wednesday, 16th July, 1930 — 

Questions and Ansiveis . . . . . . . 476 — 636 

Unstarred Questions and Answers . . . . . . 536 — 64 

Motions for Adjournment — 

Tieatment received hy two Congress vounteers from the Police 
in Simla-— Ruled out of Order . . 664r— 60 

Finng into and violation of the sanctity of the Sis-Gunj 
Gurdw^aia at Delhi — Ruled out of Order 660 — 67 

Resolution re Outbreak of lawlessness at Dacca — Negatived . . 667 — 08 

Election of Memliers to the Governing Body of the Indian 
Research Fund Association . . 674 

Resolution rc Kaih\a\ accidents— Discussion adjourned .. 690 


Thubsday, 17th July, 1930 — 

Short Notice Questions and Answers . . 601—09 

Statements laid on the Table re Appearance of Counsel m the 
Couit of the Revenue Commissioner, North-West Frontier 
Province and Convictions undei the Salt Act 609 — 10 

Resolution re Railway accidents — Withdrawn . . . . 611 — ^25 

Resolution re Formulation of a scheme of Self-Government for 
India and release of political prisoners — Discussion not con- 
cluded . • • 626-66 


Pbiday, 18th JiTiY, 1930 — 

Questions and Answers 
Unstarred Questions and Answers 

Motion for Adjournment re Dacoity in Akbarpura Town Ruled 
out of Order 

Message from the Council of State 

Resolution re Termmation of the contract of the Assam Bengal 
Railway— Adopted, as amended 

Appendix 


667—76 

676—78 

678— 79 
679 

679— 94 

696-96 
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ABDOOLA HAROON, Haji- 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for ** Miscel- 
laneous ’’ re inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recom- 
mendations of the Indian Statutory Commission 214-16 

ABDUL HAYE, Mr — 

t^uestion re — 

Legality of Ordinance III of 1930 494-95 

Report of the Peshawar Inqurry Cototnittee 660 

Reported insanity of a prisoner under solitary confinement. 659- 
60 

Question (Supplementary) re action against Congress volirtiteers walk- 
ing on the Mall, Simla 607 

Resolution ) c formulation of a scheme of self-government fot* India and 
release of political prisoners 643-44 

ABDUL MATIN CIIATIDHURY, Maulvi— 

Diseussion of the Report of the Public Accounts Committee. 18-20. 
Mussalnian Wakf Validating (Amendment) Bill-- 
Consideratiott of clause 1 467. 

‘QtteatioTi ra— 

Action taken against certain Municipal Commissioners of 
Peshiwar 380' ' 

Adftlis^jnn of 'non-graduates to the examination of tiie iPirst Divi- 
sion of the Govemthent of India Secretariat 424 

Appointment of Mr. J. N Gupta as Accountant^ CaletffTta General 
Post Office 399 

Ap^intment of outsiders to the Government oi India Offices, 
423-24 

Appointment of selection grade supervf^i^s tor Rostal Depart- 
menta. d9fi. 
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ABDUL MATIN (IIAUDIIURY, UAVhyi—contd 
Question }c — contd ^ f 

Ai lests loi political oftejices in the North-West Fiontier Province. 

Ane.sts ot membeis ot i>ohtieal committees iii the North-West 
Frontier Province T80 

iPockade ot certain towns and villages .‘181 

Burning and occupation b\ soldieis ot cm tain offices of political 
bodies m Peshawar S80-81 

Business done bv the Imiiei lal Bank of India 426-27 

Candidates ot 1922 toi the First Division examination of the 
Secretariat 425 

Conveyance of mails by Gairage ((.’alcutta), Limited 898 

Deliveries fi oin Naldhi Post Office 394 

Denial of first elnss poweis to th(‘ Sub-Postnmstti Beadon Street 
Post Olfiois Calcutta .195 

Kstablishment ot a On Is’ Iligli School at Peshawar .383-88 

ExamiUfitions toi appointmmits to tlu' Ooveinmeut ot India Offices. 
425 

Fire-auus tonfiscated and Lcenceb eaneelled in the North-West 
Front lei Pioviiiee .‘182 

Flogging in the Pi'shawar Jail 382-83 

Grants nuuh' to lecieation clubs of postal and telegraph officials 
.‘199 too 

Grievances of eertain employees of the East Indian Railway 
Presses ot llowiah and Calcutta 31)0-92, 393 

Grievaiiccb ot ceitain employees of the Eastern Bengal Railway 
Press .588-90 39.] 

Grievances of certain employees of the Govi^rnment of India Press, 
Calcutta 392-93 

Hardship of Post Office Savings Bank clerks 401 

Installation ot a telcjiriuter at the Park Street Telegraph Office, 
Calcutta 394 95 

IVIanagement of the Im})eiial Bank of India 427 

Memoiial from the office of the Director General, Indian Medical 
Servue and othci Attached Offices 425-26, 

Occasions of firing in recent’ dhtdrbances 388. 

Pay ot extia-departinental agents in certain post offices m Bengal, 
400 

Phthisis amongst the staff of the Hpwrali Post Office . 396-97 

Rail and steamer passes for postal supermteudeiits and inspectors. 
397-98 
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ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY, Maul\^— cowc/d 
Question re — concld 

Reported loss on the Poste and Telegraphs Department 397 
Ruffianly attacks on owrseers, postmen and runners. 400-01 
Scope of the Retrenchment Officer's Inquiries 398-99 
Shooting of a villager ol (’haisadda 381-82. 

Shooting of certain meiiilMMs of the family of Sardar Ganga Singh 
m Peshawar 383 

Under-trial prisoners in the Peshawar Fort 379 
Wretched condition of the JMagra Post Office* 401 

Question (Supplementar\ ) /c refusal of permission to Ohulain Kasim 
Khan, ex-Nawab of Tank to leside in the North-West Fiontier Pro- 
\ince 4h8 

Resolution 'te — 

Prevention ot industiial accidents 9-11 

Termination of contract of the Assam Bengal Railway 370-72 

ABDUL QAIYUM, Nawab Sir Saihbzada — 

(Congratulations by — — — to MaulVi Muhammad Yakub on his election 
as President of the Legislate e Assembly 31 

Motion for Adjournment tc continuation of lepressive measures in the 
Noith-West Frontiei PioMiice 342 

Motion to reduce Demand foi Supplemental y Grants for “ Miscel- 
laneous " re inadequate and unsatisfactor>' vsuggestious and recom- 
nieiidation'? of the Indian St.itutoix ('onimission 76 195-200, 215. 

Nomination of to tin* Panel of ( hairmen 41 

ACUIDENT(S) — 

Question re — 

Hours of woik of members of crews and grant of comjiassionate 
allowance in cases of 230 

Shooting m Peshawai 677 

Resolution re — 

Convention for protection ot workers against 361-64 

Prevention, of industrial . 9-12 

Railway 599, 611-25 

ACCOMMODATtON— 

Question re provision of additional m New Delhi for Army Head- 

quarters offices 504 

Accouwres)— ' 

Quektiotf te cheeking of of brandies In Army Headquarters 

507 



% JKr»teX TO LBQISLATIVB AS»filfBLT DEBATES, 

ACCOUNTANTrS)— 

Question rc — 

under the Kiufineial (.omnnhsioner of Kaihvays 249-50, 

Allowances of railw’av 248. 

ApjKUutnK'nt of — — on railways 496-97. 

Appointment of Mr J N Gupta as — — , (Calcutta General Post 
Office .199 

Pav of railway 249 

ProfcsKional employed by the Income-tax Department^ 

Bombay 303 

Selection j^rade posts of and Assistant Accountants in Head 

Post Offices 407-08 

Tiansfer to divisional offices ot ( lerks and m the Military 

Accountant OeneraPs Office 672-73 

ACCOUNTS OFPI(^K(S)— 

Question tc — 

Aj)pointin( nt ot Sikhs in the Posts and Telegraphs 676- 

77 

Su]>erse8Sion of clerks m the Railway Cleanng 284 

ACHARYA, Mr M K.-- 

Benares flihdu tJuivel-sity (Amelidtnefit) Bill— 

^lotion to consider 357-58 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “ Home Department 
6 

Hindu Gains of Leariiing Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate 434-41, 450, 451, 458, 459, 
Consideration of clause 3 460-62 

Motion to reduce Demand tor Supplementa ly Grant for “ ^i^iscel- 
laneoiis ” te inadequate and unsatMactory suggestions and recom- 
mendations of the Indian Statutory Commission 83-93 

Point ot ordei nhethei a discussion of the Simon Commission’s Report 
IS in ordei on a Demand for a Siipplementarj Grant for the ei^penses 
of the Round Table Confeience under “ ^Miscellaneous ” 45 

Question le — 

Agenda for the Round Table Conference 278-79 
Amendmi nt of the Child MatHa's^ Restraint Act 659 
Examination of the Report of the Indian Central {'onjimittee. 
217 

Ex.immation of the Repoi^ file Indian Statutory Cbhai^Alssion. 
278 

Restoration of stipends to members of the Carnatic family. 492. 

Question (Supplementary) re restoration of stipends of member of the 
Carnatic family 267 
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ACHARYA, Mr M K —contd 

Resolution re formulation ot a scheme ot self-governpiepf; for ^udia 
and release of political prisoners 625-31. 

ACT(S)— 

Child Mariiage Restraint — 

Question re — 

Amendment of the 659 

Prosecutions under tlx 536 

Cantonment — 

Question te Go\ eminent eiieiilar^ inteipreting the and lules 

thereunder 329-30 

Indian Income-tax- — 

Question /r disabilities ot liusinessmen under the 311. 

Salt- 

Question )e — 

Con\ictions undei the 233 

Discount and h<iidshij> caused by duties imposed undei the 
233 

Statement (laid on the table) re convictioas under the 610 

ADDRESS— 

by Ills Exeellene^ the Vieerov to the Members of the Council ot 

State and the Legislatne Assembly 33-40 

AI)JOURNMENT(S)— 

Motion for rc — 

Continuation ot iepi(*^si\e measures in the Noith-West Front lei 
Province 333-42 

Ruled out of ouh‘i b\ llie Honourable the President 340-42 
Dacoit> in Akbaiiuira town 678-79 

Ruled out of Older b\ the Honourable the President 679 
Firing into and violation ot the sanctitv of the Sis-Gan| Ouidwan 
at Delhi 560-67 

Ruled out of ordei b\ the Honourable the President 567 
Treatment received bv two Congress volunteers from the iiolice it 
S imla 554-60 

Ruled out ot ordei b\ the Honouiable the President 560 
ADVERTISEMENTS— 

Question te exclusion of Indian^ in — — for Assistant Surgeons 414 
ADVISORY BOARDS— 

Question re — 

Appointment of of cnilians m cantonments 331 

Provision of for Railways 31B-14 
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AEROPLANE— 

Question re — 

J)cath oi Sergeant Wiltshore on landing in an at Risalpur. 

658-59 ^ 

Dropping of bombs on enemies from 419 

AFGHANISTAN— 

Question ie— 

Rebate on goods despatched to 124. 

Rebate on traffic to 299 

AIR CRAFT— 

Question )e training institution in India 547 

AIR MAIL SERVK^E— 

Question /c extension of the to Calcutta and Rangoon 282 

AIR SERVK^E— 

Question ic use of Indian landing grounds by a toieign 414- 

15 

AIYANGAR, Mb C V. VENKATARAMANA— 

Hindu Gams of Learning Bill — 

Motions to consider and to cireulati' 443-46 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for “ Miscel- 
laneous ” 1 C inado(piate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recom^ 
mendations of the Indian Statutory Commission 191-95^ 

Oath of Office 27 

AJMER— 

Question ic — 

Allegations against tlie police 533 

A})pointment of Treasury Officer and ^lagistrate, 534. 

Classes in the Government Central Girls' School, 514. 

Collection of ^vater in the Bisla tank at 405 

Deplorable sanitary eomiitions of and Beawar due to lack 

of Government grants 493-94 

Fire in the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Ralh^ay carriage 
shop, 532 

Grants given to the district boards of Delhi and 492-93. 

blinder of a ^\oman m 533-34 

Results and teachers of the Normal School, 516-17 

Waste of Go\einment money on the Central Girls’ School, 

513-14 
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UMER-MERWARA— 

Question re — 

Appointment of a 'whole-time Superintendent of Education for 
404-05 

Education, health and sanitation of and Delhi 492 

Discontent amongst teachers in 513 

Grie\ances of Muslims against Mr V B Joslii, Assistant Superin- 
tendent of Education, 513 

Help rendered to the Istnniardar of Pisangan by Mr P B. Joshi, 
Assistant Sipierintendent of Education, 515 

Magistrate and ie\enne offieeis in 535 

Malrdministiatioii ot the Education Deparlinent in 516. 

Paucity of ]\Inslim teachers in 512-13 

Paucity of A\omen teacheis in 513 

Visit ol tlie Assistant Commissioner of to Pisangan. 527- 

28 

Visits paid to ('(‘itain schools hy the Assistant Superintendent of 
Education, 514 

Visits paid to schools hv Mr P B Joshi, Assistant Superintendent 
of Education, 516 

UMER MPNKHPALITY— 

Question re lack of grants gnen to the 493 

^KBARPTTRA— 

Motion for Adjournment )e dacoitv in tonn 678-79 

^VLL-INDTA (^ANTONMENTS^ ASStK’rATlOX— 

Question representation of th(‘ at the Round Table Conference. 

311-12 

ILL-INDIA CONGRESS (TIMMITTEE— 

Question )e declaration of the as an unlawful association 481. 

^^LLAHABAD HIGH COURT— 

Question te law degiees recognis»‘d by the 413 

AJJ[iEGATTON(S)— 

Question te — 

against Babu Jawahar Khan, officiating Assistant Manager, 

Go\ernment of India Pi ess, Simla 551 

against the Ajmer police 533 

A,LLOWAN( R(S)— 

Question te — 

of lailway accountant^ 248 

Compensatory for postal employees in Madras City 482- 

83 
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ALLO W ANC E ( S ) —contd 
Questuai tf — contd 

Grant of an to postmen m Delhi tor the delivery of foreign 

mails 302 

Hours of work of members of crews and grant of compassionate 
in eases of accident 230 

Pay and of Bntish warrant officers 246-47 

Reckoning of Delhi camp as pait of emoluments for recovery 

of rents 519 

Special paid to certam nurses in Burma 416 

Subsistence paid to apprentices in the Kharagpur Railway 

Workshops 322 

Sunday and holiday tor post office employees 300 

AMBALA (^AXT()N.MENT— 

(Question tc — 

Employment of Mr Weatheral by the Executive Offieei, ■. 

307 

lii‘j)oite(l terroiisation in 327 

Sanction to the le-erection of an old building bv the Executive 
Officer, 307 

AMENDMENT (S ) — 

Question le of the Ghild Marriage Restraint Act GoO 

AMNESTY— 

Question ic — - toi political prisoners 240 
ANGE()-l\r)jA\S— 

Quesfion )( incorwM't census of 421-22 

ANWAR VL AZIM, 3Iu~- 
(^uestion )(-- 

App<iintment ot Biitish militar^v duet clerk in the Rawalpindi 
Aisenal 246 

('asimltiCN 111 the Ibikr-Td riots at Digboi, Assam 240 

liack of monev order and postal facilities in the Digboi Thana 
402 

Loss of life on the Dibn^Sadiya Railway line 401-02 

Members of the Legislative Assembly appointed to the Central 
Banking Tnnuirv' Committee 402-03 

I’av and allowances of British w'arrant officers 246-47 
Piomotion of Indians in arsenals 247-48 
Promotions m the Army 247 
Promotions in the Postal Department 243-46 
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ANWAR-UL-AZIM, Un-^ontd 
Question re — contd 

Racial discnmination m the admifision of eyeles to arsenals 247. 
Revenue derived from petrol and oil m Assam. 402 
Selection of representatives for the Round Table Conference 
402 

Question ( Supplementary re utilization of unclaimed interest on 
Government securities 232 

APPRAISERS— 

Question re appointment of — m the Customs Department at Madras 
292-06. 

APPRENTICE (S)~ 

Question te — 

Appointment of on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 

553 

Grie\ances of “ A Grade at the Kharagpjur Railway Work- 

shops 320-21 

Pay and accommodation of Indian at the Eharagpur Railway 

Workshops 319-20 

Revision of rules for at the Kharagpur Railway Workshops 

323-24 

Safeguarding of the interests of Indian m the Kharagpur 

Railway Workshops 318-^9 

Subsistence allowances paid to m the Kharagpur Railway 

Worktops 322 

Training of at the Kharagpur Railway Wofkstops 321. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL OFFICERS— 

Question re extension of ser\ice gi anted to 242 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL REPORTS— 

Question re low standard of 241-42 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SECTION— 

Question re service for pension ot the Assistant Curator, , Indian 

museum 243 

ARCHAEOLOGY— 

Question re appointment of Director General of 242 

AREAS— 

Question re redistribution of ef the Onya spiealiiiig peoples. 

406 * 07 . 

ARMOURED ^AR COMPANIES— 

Question re formation of Indian — — 297- 
ARMY— 

Question re promotion in the 247. 

LnCPB(LA) 
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AliMY DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the post of Establishment Officer, 304>505. 

Unqualified clerks in the 671-72 

ARMY HEADQUARTERS— 

Question re — 

Appointment of clerks m 284. 

Checking of accounts of branches in 507 

Grant of house rent and Secretariat rates of pay to clerks of 

504. 

Provision of additional accommodation in New Delhi for 

offices 504. 

ARRBST(S)— 

Question re — 

and convictions in connection with recent political dis 

turbances 417 

for political offences in the North-West Frontier Province 

379 

of members of political committees m the North-West 

Frontier Province 380 

under Ordinance No 1 of 1930 234 

Reported wholesale in the North-West Frontier Province 

479. 

ARSENAL (S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of a British Military chief clerk m the Rawalpindi 
246 

Appointment of Indians as Assistant Storekeepers in . 317- 

18 

Promotion of Indians in 247-48 

Racial discrimination in the admission of cycles to 247 

ASSAM— 

Question re — 

Casualties m the Bakr-Id riots at Digboi, . 240-41. 

Representation of m Government Services 276-77 

Revenue derived from petrol 
ASSAM BENGAL RAILWAY— 

See RAILWAY(S) 
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ASSAULT (S)— 

Question re — 

Alleged by pohee of women and children in Calcutta, Bom- 

bay, Lucknow, etc , m dealing with the Congress movement. 
54647. 

on Satyagrahis by the police. 233. 

ASSEMBLY-^ 

See LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
ASSESSABLE INCOME— 

See “ INCOME (S) 

ASSIGNMENT (S)— 

Question. re of policies under the Postal Insurance Fund 503- 

04 

ASSISTANT ACCOUNTANT (S)— 

Question re selection grade posts of accountants and in Head Post 

Offices. 407-08 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERr- 

Question re visit of the of Ajmer-^Merwara to Pisangan 527-28 

ASSISTANT CUKATORr- 

Question re service for pension of the Archaeological Section, 

Indian Museum 243 

ASSISTANT SECRETARIES— 

Question re appointment of in cantonments 330 

ASSISTANT STOREKEEPERS— 

Question re appointment of Indians as in arsenals 317-18 

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION— 

Question re — 

Grievances of Muslims against Mr P B Joshi, , Ajmer- 

Merwara 513 

Help rendered to the Istirarardar of Pisangan by Mr P B Joshi, 
, Ajmer-Merwara 515 

Visits paid to certain schools by the , Ajmer-Merwara. 514 

Visits paid to schools by Mi P B Joshi, , Ajmer-Merwara. 

516 

ASSISTANT SURGEON(S)— 

Question re — 

Charge for electric installation in quarters of Military . 

416 

Exclusion of Indians in advertisement for 414 

A8SOlDIATION(8)— 

Election of Menders to the Governing Bod]^ of the Indian Beaearcb 
Fund 151-52, 427, 574 
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A8SOCI AT r ON ( 8 ) —contd 
Question re — 

' Declaration of the All-India Gongress Committee as an unlawful 
— 481. 

Distribution of the money paid by the Indian Railway Conference 

to employees of the Government of India Press, Simla 

547-48 - . 

Representation of the All-India Cantonments' at the Round 

Table Conference 311-12 

Repiesentation submitted by the Risalpore Cantonment Bazaar 
332 

ATTACHED OFFICE (S) — 

Question re — 

Claims of existing* qualified candidates to vacancies in the Sec-, 
retariat and 661-62 

Detention of and subordinate offices in New Delhi. 508 

Memorial from the office of the Director General, Indian Medical 
Service and other 425-26 

Recruitment ot Muslims to the Government of India Secretariat 
and 662-63 


AUDIT— 

Question re system of in clothing factories m Shahjahanpur and 

Madras 522-24 

AUGIER, Mr — 

Question re absence of from meetings of the Cantonment Board, 

Neerauch 305-06 

AYYAR, Mr N NATESA— 

Hindu Gains of Learning Bill- 

Motions to consider and to circulate 452-55, 456 
Consideration of clause 3 462-63 

Oath of Office 1. 

Question re prosecutions under the Child Marriage Restraint Act 
536 

AYYAR, SfR C P RAMASWAMI— 

Motion to reduce Demand for 8uppiementai*y (iranta for “ Miscel- 
laneous " re inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestion* ^ and recom- 
mendations of the Indian Statutory Commission 67-70, 72-73 

Point of order whether a discussion of the Simon Comijaiwion'a Report 
IS in order on a Demand for a Supplementary Grant for the expenses 
of the Round Table Confei^nci^ under ** 4^, 46, 
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BADBI NARAIN, Me-- 

Oath of Office. 1 - , . . 

BAIRD ROAD— 

Question re cojgJ-taprMjig of 'r-- — , Ne’^ Delhi. 509 » r 

BAJPAI, Mr G S — , 

Indian Forest (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce 4 
Motion to consider 347-4H 
Motion to pass 348 
Oath of Office 1 
BAJPAl, Mb R S — 

Oath of Office 1 > 

BAKR-ID— 

Question re casualties in the riots at Digboi, Assam 240-41 

BANK(S) — 

Question le — 

Business done by the Imperial ot India 426-27 

Indianisation of the superioi staff of the Irapeiial of India 

491 

Management of the Imperial of India 427 

BANKING INQUIRY (HDIMITTKE— 

^ee “ CENTRAL 

BATHS— 

Question re provision ot sliower in Government quarters in New 

Delhi 508 

BAZAAR SITES— 

Question le resumption of in Caunpore 303 

BEADON STREET POST OFFICE - 

Question le denial of first class j^owers to the Sub-Postmaster, , 

Calcutta 395 
BEAWAR— 

Question re deplorable sanitary loiiditions of Ajmer and due to 

lack of Government grants 4^^3-94 

BENARES HINDU UNIVERSITY (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

^ee “ BILL(S) 

BENGAL— 

Question re — 

Pay of extra-departmental agents m certain post offices in 

400 

Refusal of postmeti in to deliver letters to untouchables. 

475 
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BENGAL AND NORTH-WESTEEN RAILWAY— 

See RAILWAY(S) 

BBNGAJi NAGPUR RAILWAY— 

See RAILWAY(S) 

BENGAL PROVINCIAL CONGRESS COMMITTEE— 

Question re withholding of telegrams addressed to the 2 

BE^WADA— 

Question re halt of the Grand Trunk Express at stations between 
and Madras 489 

BH ATTACH ARY A. Pandit B P — 

Oath of Office 27 

P>IIORE, The Honourable Sir JOSEPH — 

Indian Telegraph (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce 4 
Motion to consider 348 
Consideration of clause 1 349 

Motion to pass 349 
(»ath of Office 1 

Resolution re pievention of industrial accidents 11, 

BILL (8)— 

Benaies Hindu llnneiMty (Amendment) — 

Introduced 4L42 
Considered and passed 3o0-60 
Passed by the Council of State 679 
Bombay Civil (^ourts (Amendment) — 

Introduced 5 

ConMdeied and passed 319-50 
Passed by the Council of State 679 
Cantonments ('Ilouse-accommodation Amendment) — 

Assent of the Governor General 2 
Cotton Textile Industry (Protection) — 

Assent of the Governor General 2 
Court-fees ( Amendment) — 

Considered and passed 464 
Dangerous Drugs — 

Assent of the Governor General 2 
Destructivo Insects and Pests (Amendment) — 

Assent of the Governor General. 2 
Governor GeneraPs assent to 2 
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BILL (S ) — conid. 

Hindu Qams of Learning — 

Motion to circulate, negatived. 459. 

Considered and passed 428-64 
Hindu Widows' Right of Inheritance — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee 470-73 
Discussion adjourned 473 
Indian Companies (Amendment) — 

Assent of the Governor General. 2. 

Indian Contract (Amendment) — 

Assent of the Governor General 2 
Indian Finance — 

Assent of the Governor General 2 
Indian Forest (Amendment) — 

Introduced 4 

Considered and passed 347-48 
Passed by the Council ot State 679 
Iiidiar Income-tax (Amendment) — 

Assent of the Governor General 2 
Indian Income-tax (Secoiu! Amendment) — 

Assent of the Goveinor General 2 
Indian Income-tax (Third \mendment) — 

Assent of the Goveinor General 2 
Indian Lac Cess — 

Presentation of the Repo't Select Committee 3 
Considered and passed 343-44 
Passed by the Council of St de 679 
Indian Patents and Designs (Amendment) — 

Assent of the Governor Genei al 2 
Indian Railways (Amendment)— 

Assent of the Governor General 2 
Indian Sale of Goods — 

Assent of the Governor General 2 
Indian Tariff (Amendment) — 

Assent of the Governor General 2. 

Indian Telegraph (Amendment) — 

Introduced. 4 

Considered and passed 348-49 
'Paesik/i Kv the Council of State 679. 



10 


Ba:pX TO LiS»lBLATlV8 AftSWBdUY 


BILL (8) — concld. 

Inland St earn- Vessels (Amendment)-^ 

Assent of the Governor Gep^raL 2 
Insolvency Law (Amendment) — 

Assent of the Governor General. 2 
Mussalman Wakf Validating (Amendment) — 

Presentation of the Report of Select Gommittee 41 
(Jonsidered and passed 464-70 
Negotiable Instruments (Second Amendment) — 

Referred to Select Committee 3-4 

Appointment of Sir Hugh Cocke to the Select Committee 41 
Presentation ot the Rojioit of Select Committee 100 
Considered and passed 344-47 
Passed by the Council of State 679 
Prisons (Amendment) — 

Assent of the Governor General 2 
Provident Puhds (Amendment) — 

Assent of the Governor General 2 
Repealing and Amending — 

Assent of the Governor General 2 
Silver (Excise Duty) — 

Assent of the Governor General 2 
Steel Industry (Protection) — 

Assent of the Governor General 2 
TiT.nsfer of Propertv (Amendment) — 

Assent of the Governor General 2 
Transfer of Property (Amendment) Supplementary — 

Assent of the Governor General 2 
BISLA— 

Question re collection ot water in the tank e1 Ajmer 4(V 

BOLTON, Sir NORMAN— 

Qiie'>tion re alleged pledges given by at Peshawar 417-18 

BOMBS— 

Question re dropping of on enemies from aeroplanes 419 

BOIMRAY— 

Question re — 

Alleged assault by police of women and children in Calcutta, , 

Lucknow^, etc , m dealing with the Congress movement. 546-47 

Professional accountants employed by the Income-tax Department, 
303 

Restriction of recruitment in the Postal Departntent, 297 



iiTDiiX iTO JWattSi*4TlVK JtmmBhY DEBAflTKS 


IT 


OMBAV, BABODA AND CENTRAL INDIA RAILWAY^ . - 

See RAILWAY(S) 

OMBAY CIVIL COURTS (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ BILL(S) ” 
tRIDGE— 

Question re construction of a railway over the ri\er Gandak 

285>86 

5R1J K1 SHORE, Lala— 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for Miscel- 
laneous ’’ re inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and reeom- 
niendations of the Indian Statiitoiy Commission 20b-07 

Oath of Office 30 

BRITISH MlLlTAliY CHIEF CLERK— 

Sci “ Chief Clerk ” 

BRITISH WARRANT OFFICERS— 

Sic “ Warrant Officers 
BROAD GAUGE RAILWAY— 

.See “ RAILWAY (Sj ’ 

BUDH I'ERKASH, Mk — 

Oath of Office 1 
BUFFET CARS— 

Question /c })ioM^ion of — - in the Grand Tiunk Evpiess 400 
BUILDING(S) — 

Question ic — 

Lack ot unoithodox Hindu tiffin room m the Ci\ii SecretatiHt 

at Simla 589-40 

Sanction to tin* re-ciection ni an old by the Execuliv^e Officer, 

Ambala Cantonment 807 

BUNDLES— 

Question re cair^ing of lurn \ by the peons of the Government of 

India Press, Simla 549 

BURMA— 

Question re — 

Percentage of Burmans in ciitam defmitments m 267-68 

Railway connection between and Siam ?68 

Selection of candidates for the Indian CiYil Service from 

307-08 

Special allowance paid to certain nurses m 416. 
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INDEX TO UBGI6LATIVE ASfiBMBLY DEBATE*, 


lUR]VIAN(S)-~ 

Question re — 

Employment of on the Public Service Commission 2611, 

Jiardships of candidates for training on the “ Dufferin ” 268. 

Percentage of in certain departments in Burma. 267-68. 

lUHMESE REGIMENTS— 

Qiieblion re disbanded 268 

^>USINESS— 

Question te done by the Imperial Bank of India 426-27 

.Sec also “ STATEMENT OP BUSINESS ’’ 
niSlNESS MEN- 
Question re — 

Appointment of to gazetted posts and to committees com- 

missions, etc 536-37 

Disabilities of under the Income-tax Act 311 

Haidship of making income-tax returns 308-09 

BUSS, Mr L C — 

Oath of Office 1. 

0 

:jalcutta— 

Question re — 

Alleged assault by police of women and chiklnm in — — , Bombay, 
Lucknow, etc, in dealing with the Congiess mo\ement 546- 
47 

\ppointment of IMr J N Gupta, as x\ccountant, General 

Post Office 309 

Denial of first class poweis to the Sub-Postmaster, Beadoii Street 
Post Office, 395 

Discharge of a clerk by the trustees of the Indian Museum, 

229-30 

Exclusion of Muhammadans from the Council of the Imperial 
Library, 252 

Extension of the Air Mail Service to and Rangoon 282 

Grie\anees of certain employees of the East Indian RailTvay 
Presses of Howrah and 390-92 

Grievances of certain employees of the Government of India 
Prews, 392-93 

Installation of a teleprinter at the Park Street Telegraph Office, 
894-95. 

Non-employment of Muhammadans in the Imperial Library, . 

‘^.50-52 



^ i^fau^TivB ASSKiii^ iOsm’tts, 


It 

OAhCmrA^ontd. 

Quest) an re — confd 

Reduction of the Paj of the Head Clerk of the Indian Museum, 
. 227-29 

Revenues of the Indian Museum, 226-27 

CANDIDATES— 

Question re — 

from minority communities appointed to the Indian llaalway 

Service of Engineers and the Indian Service of Engineers 
333 

of 1922 for the First Division of the Secretariat 425 

Claims of existing qualified to vacancies in the Secretariat 

and Attached Offices 661-62 

Difference in treatment between departmental and non-depart- 

mental for appointments in the Government of India 

Secretariat 663 

Hardships of Burman for training on the '' Dufferin ” 268. 

Probationary period for for the Staff Selection Board exami- 
nation in 1920 511-12 

Selection of for the Indian Civil Service from Burma 307- 

08 

CANTONMENT (S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Advisoiy Boards of civilians in 331 

Appointment of Assistant Secretaries in 330 

CANTONMENT ACT— 

See “ ACT(8) ” 

CANTONMENT BOARD (S)— 

Question re — 

Absence of Mr Augier fioni meetings of the Neemiich 305- 

06 

Complaint by a member of the Denial i 304 

Introduction of the electne element in 304 

Membership of the Laliore, of a lessee of cantonment land. 

326 

Representation of Dr Desai a Member of the Deolah 

306 

CANTONDilBNT FUND— 

Question re — 

Discharge of servants 305 

Discharge of certain employees 328 



?0 p;> 

CANTONMENT LAND— 

Question re membership of the Cantonment Board, Lahore, of a lessee 
of 326 

CAN3\ )NMENTS ' ASSOCIATION— 

Question re representation of the AJl-India at the Hound Table 

Conference 311-12 

CANTO'^JMENTS (HOUSE-ACCOMMODATION AMENDMENT) 
BILL- 

See “ BILL(8) 

CAKNATIC FAMILY— 

Question rt restoration of stipends of members of the 266-67, 

192, 495, 535 

r^ARRlAGE(Sj— 

Question re — 

Improvement oi jniMos in third class railway 281 

Overciovding ot third and intermediate class on the North 

Western Iia]li;vay 408-09, 

Overcrowding of third class on the Madras and Southern 

iNlahratta Railway 290 

Overerow'din^ of third class railway 314-15 

Overci owdini^ ol throiip:h third class by Indian sepovs 490 

Provision of better type for throuf^h service on the M.uhas 

and Soutliein i\Iahiatta and South Indian Railways 490 

(L4RRIAGE SHOP— 

Question re fire in the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway 
, Ajraei 532 

CASH (CERTIFICATES— 

Question re post office 420-21 

CASHIERS— 

(Question ie in Government of India offices 539 

CAWNPORE— 

(Question IP resumption of bazaar sites m 305 

CAWNPORE CANTONMENT— 

(Question re conservancy tax in 327 

CENSUS— 

Question re incorrect of An^o-Indians 421-22 

CENTRAL BANKING INQUIRY COMMITTEE— 

Question re members of the Legielative Assembly appointed to the 
402-03 

CENTRAL COMMITTEE— 



wwai w ijwaawwRvc.^stfjsBatKLY ‘Debatbs 


CENTRAL OIRLSf SCHOOL-r- 

See GOVERNMENT ' 

CENTRAL GOVERNMENT— 

Prclimina^ Report ^pon the expeaiLture of the laid on the table 

by the Hohourable Sir George ^cliuster 343 

CESSES-- 

Question re extortion of arbitrary from tenants by the Istiinrardar 

of Pisangan* 530^31. 

CHAIRMEN— 

Nominations to the Panel of 41 

CHAKTA-SUDHWALIA RAILWAY-^ 

See “ RAILWAY (S) ’’ 

ClIAMPARAN— 

Question ie AMthholding of a telegr&tt in ^ ^ 414. 

CHARGE (S) — 

Question re transit on material despatched to the Shahgabanpur 

clothing factory 528 

CHARGE HANDS— 

Question re recruitment of Indians as ‘ ‘ ’ ’ m the KhatagpU^ 

Railway Workshops 322-23, 

CHARSADDA— 

Question re shooting of a villager hf ^ — 38L82 

OttAtTERJEE, The REvd J G — 

Benares Hindu University (Amendment) 6ill — 

Motion to consider 355-57 
Question re fate of Sadhu Sundar Singh 262. 

CHETTIYAR, Rao Bahadur P T ICUMaRASWAMI — 

Question ite — 

Appointment of appraisers in the Customs Department at Madras. 
292-96 

Clerical establishment of the Correspondence Department of the 
Madras General Post Office 485-86 

Clerical establishment of the Foreign Money Order Department 
m the Madras General Post Office 483-84 

Clerical eatablishtneht of the High Court Buildings post office at 
Madras 483 ' 

Clerical establjshment of the Mint BuikUtigs post office at Madras. 
483. 

CommUnaf diserittiination in tfie h^fijidiuttiient of Snpedntendenta 
of Post Offices in Madras. 229 
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IKDBX TO hBQWUATlVS; AS8EBCBL7 DEBATES. 


CHETTIYAR, Rao Bauadub R T. KUMARASWAMI — contd 
Queatioii re — contd 

C'ompenBatory allowance for postal employees la Madras city. 
482-83 

Congested quarters of the General Post Office Buildings at Madras. 
486-87 

Lowest selection grade examination of the Postal Department 

485 

Pay of Preventive Officers of the Madras Customs Department 
657-58 

Postal officials doing foreign mail sorting work at Madras 484- 
85 

Unsuitable quarters of the Mint Buildings post office at Madras 

486 

Resolution re formulation of a scheme of self-Government for India 
and release of political prisoners 646-47 

ClIETTY, Mb R K SHANMUKHAM— 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for Miscel- 
laneous re inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and lecom 
m^ndations of the Indian Statutory Commission. 187-91 
Resolution re termination of contract of the Assam Bengal Railway 
371, 372-74 

CHIEF CLERK— 

Question re appointment of a British Military in the Rawalpindi 

Arsenal 246 

(JHIEF CONTROLLER OP STORES-- 

Question re appointments in the office of the , Indian Stores 

Department 663-65 

CHILD (REN)— 

Question re — 

Alleged assault by police of Women and m Calcutta, Bombay, 

Lucknow, etc, in dealing with the Congress movement 546- 
47 

Education of the of migratory staff of the Govemnieiit of 

India 303. 

Education of the of railway employees 297 

CHILD MARRIAGE RESTRAINT ACT— 

See “ ACT(S) ” 

CHITTAGONG— 

Question re the armed raid at — 270-71 
CHUNI LAL, Pandit — 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for ** Miscel- 
laneous ” re inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recom- 
mendations of the Indian Statutory Commission. 147-49. 

Oath of Office 1, 



TO ASSSXBLT DEBATES. 


2a 


CINEMATOGRAPH COMMITTEE— 

See “ INDIAN 

CIRCULARS— 

Question re Government interpreting the Cantonment Act and 

rules thereunder. 329-30. 

CITIZENS— 

Question re dispei'sion with lathts of non-violent 301-02 

CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE— 

Question re — 

Loss of revenue caused by the movement 609. 

Number of persons sentenced for . 298-99. 

CIVIL JUSTICE COMMITTEE— 

Question re recommendations of the 282 

CIVIL SECRETARIAT— 

See “ SECRETARIAT(S) ’’ 

CIVILIANS— 

Question re appointment of Advisory Boards of m cantonments 

331 

CLEARING ACCOUNTS OFFICE— 

See “ RAILWAY ” 

CLERICAL ESTABLISHMENT (S)— 

Question re — 

of the Correspondence Department of the Madras Geneial 

Post Office 485-86 

of the Forei<,'ii Money Order Department in the Madras 

General Post Office 483-84 

of the High Court Buildings post office at Madras 483 

of the India Office arid the office of the High Commissioner 

for India 499-500 

of the Mint Buildings post office at Madras 483 

CLERICAL SECTION— 

Question re gradation lists for the printing section and of the 

Government of India Press, Simla 549 

CLERICAL STAFF(8)— 

Question re — 

Direct recruitment of of certain offices. 509-10. 

Memorial from the — of the office otf the Director General of 
Posts and Telegraphs 673-74 
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INDEX TO LBOIBLATIVE t4S8£MBLV 1^AT£8. 


CLERK (8)— 

Question re — 

i\(IniJS8ion of certain retrenched to the clerical exajhituifih 

of the Public Service Commission 660-61 

Appointment of in Army Headquarters 284. 

- — ’ quarters at Phagli, Simla 283 

Discharge of a by the Trustees of the Indian Museim 

Calcutta 229-30 

Grant of house rent and secretariat rates of pay to of Arm. 

Headquarters 504 

Hardships of Post Office Savings Bank 401 

Pay of Mechanical Transport and Supply and Transport 

500-01 

Supersession of in the Railway Clearing Accounts Office 

284 

Transfer to Divisional Offices of ^nd Accountants ii 

Mihtaiv Accountant General’s Office 672-673. 

Unqualified in the Army Department 671-72 

CLOTHING FACTORY (lES) — 

See FACTORY (lES) ” 

COAL-TARRING— 

Question ? e of Baird Road, New Delhi 509 

COCKE, Sir HUGH— 

Appointment of to the Select Committee on the Negotiable Instru 

ments (Second Amendment) Bill 41 

Congratulations by to Maulvi Muhammad Yakub cm his electio: 

as President of the Legislative Assembly 31 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for Miscel 
laneous ” re inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recom 
mendations of the Indian Statutory Commission 143-44 

Nomination of to the Panel of Chairmen 41 

COLABA— 

Quc'stion 7 e hours of clearance of letter boxes in 503 

COLLEGE (S)— 

Question le — 

Appointment of Muslims to the Lady HardiU^e Mfediehl -v- 
Hospital, New Delhi 520 

Appointment to the Indian Service of Engineers of students of thi 
Thomason Civil Engineering . 410-11 

Construction of a road between New Delhi and Risbtojks and Tibbu 
538 
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COLLEGE ( 8 

Question re — contd n. 

Discharge of a IMuslim girl student from the Lady Haixlmgo 
Medical , Ne^v Delhi 496 

Discouragement of Muslim students at the Lady Ilardinge Medical 
, New D(‘llii 020-21 

JJl-health ot K Falnmi, ,i Muslim girl student at the l^aiiy 
ILiidiug(‘ Medical , X<‘U Delhi r)21-22 

Numhei ol Muslim students and staff in tlie Lad\ liardinge -Medi- 
cal -- — and Hospital, New Delhi. 49o 

Nunilxu ot students disdiaigi'd Irom the Lady llaidinge Medical 
, N(*w Delhi 406 

Nunihers ot Muslims and iion,-Mu.slims in tlie Lady Ilai dingo 
MiiIhmI - - <nhi Hospit.il, New Delhi r)10-20 

VOMWVAlClMi SI PEIUNTENDENTS— 

Qluestion x inpistice to locally lecuuteil — ' — on the North- Westm n 
Kalh\a^ 280-81 

( (LMMISSlONrS)-— 

Motion to lediut* Dimiand loi Supplementary Grant for- - 
‘ ‘ ^Misc ellaneous ” i e — 

Failure to create an atmosphere of peaee and goodtvill for 
the Round Table Conference ^nd tlie mudequate and nn- 

satisfaetoi\ i ecoinnnmdations made bj the Simon both 

from the ])oint ot \ i« w of the country In general .tnd that 
of tlie Muslims in paiticulai, whicli will be jilaced before 
the Round Table ('onlerence 128-2.1 

tnadeipiati^ and unsatisfactory suggestions and recomnumda- 

tions ol the Indian S1atutor\ 12 98, 11)0-149, 1 '>2 

222 

Question re — 

' Admission pf certain retlcmhed clerks to the clerual examination 
of the Public ScrMce 660-61 

Appointment of businessmen to gazetteil posts and to committees, 
etc 536-37 

Iilxannnation of tlie R^})ort ol tin* Luhan Stututoary 278 

f'OALMISSIONERlS)— ' ' 

Question re — ’ 

o’ 

Action taken against certain Municipal of Pcsha^ai 380 

Appointment of Indian Tiadc — 3Q0, . ^ , 

9'rade .sent to foreign countnesir 300« ^ . t / 

J.ilC?B(LA) 
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INDKX TO r,FOI<<r,ATlVP ARSEMBFiT PEDATISR 


COMMITTEES— 

DiHcusNion of tho Rej)ort of tho Public Accounts . 12-26 

Ouf*stion re— 

Apiiomtincnt of businessmen to jja/etted posts and to — — , Com- 
missions, etc 536-37 

Aj rests of members of political in the Noith-West Frontier 

Province^ 380 

Deelaration of the All-Tndia C^on}?ress as an unlawful associa- 

tion 481 

Exrimmation of tlie Ib'port of t]i(‘ Indian Centi.il — - 277 

Members of the Tieorislati\e Assembh ap'pointisl 1o the Central 
Banking? Inquiry 402-03 

Beeommcndatioi’s of tin* ('ml Justice - 282 

Recommendations of the Indian Cinem.itocri aph 301 

Recommendations of the Tiritf 317 

Report of the Peshawar Tmpiii’v (ihO 

Translation and distribution of the Indian Central - ’s Uepoit 
330-31 

COMMCNAL DISCRIMINATION— 

Question ie in the appointment of Superintendents of PosI (>fTlee> 

in Madras 229 

com:mi:nae representation— 

AVe “ REPRESENTATION (S) 

COMMCNITYdES)— 

Question re — 

candidates from minority appointed to the Indian Railway 

Service of Engfineers and the Indian Serviee of Engineers 
333 

Employees of dilTerent in Lino and Mono sections of the 

Oovernment of India Press, Simla 551-52 

Number of employees of different in the Oovernment of India 

I^ress, Simla reeiuded durum the time of Bobu Jawahar Khan 
oftieiatin}? Assistant IVIanagrer 550 

Percentage of literacy amoiii<it different 332 

Strengrfh and of employees in the ofliee of the Puhlie Serviee 

Commission 617. 

(dlMPAKlES— 

t^uc'^iiou )r formation of Indian Armoured Car 297 

COMPANIES (AMENDMENT) BJLT>~- 

Aec “ Indian — ’’ under BTTiLfS) ” 

COMPASSIONATE ALF^OWANCE— 

“ ALLOWANCE (8) ‘ 
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('OaIPKNSATION- 

Quo^^tion ie for Innocent' Morims'of recent ilistnrbanccs and recog- 

nition of services of police and military 286-87. 

COMPENSATORY ALLOWANC E (S ) - 
, .Set “ ALLOWANC^EfS) ” 

COMPETITION(S)-- 

<^ucstiou te loss of lewniic on the Kalka-Siiula Railway dne to private 
rotid motoi 

C’OM]>LAINT(S)-~ 

Question re— 

against tfie fstiiniankii of Pisangan 52(1 27. 028-29 "i^O, 

:)dl-:i2 

})A a nicnihcr of tlie Deolali (^aidonment Hoard S04 

Non 4iccc])tanct* of a tel«*grain ol against the 1st imrdrdar of 

Pisangan r)29-‘10 

C’ONC'ESSION TU'KRT(S)— 

Na “ TICKET(S) ” 

(9)NDONATION(S) — 

Question >r of a lueaK in seivico for pension ^>01 -02 

C'ONFERENnE(S)— 

Question re — 

Agenda for th(‘ Round Table 278-79 

Representation of llu* All-lndia Cantonments’ Association at the 
Round Table 31 M2 

Selection of i ('presentati\ (‘s for the Round Tabh* 402 

CONCRESS COMMITTEE(S)— 

Question le withholding of telegiams addiesscd to the Uengal Provin- 
cial — — 240 

^so “ COMMITTEE(S) ” 

(’ONCRESS MOVEMENT— 

Question re — 

Alleged assault by polue of women and ehildren 5h (^’aleutta, 
Bombay, Lucknow, etc , in dealing with the — — 546-47, 

Anticipated extra expenditure and fall in revenue as a result ot 
the 547 ^ 

CONGRBJ^S PROPAGANDA— , _ « 

" Question fe amongst trans-bordef tilbcA, 481, I 
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INDEX TO Df fUTEB. 


CONGKESS VOLrNTEEK(8)— 

I\J()tjioji h)i adjournment tieatment lecened by two from th« 

polic'c m Simla ood-bO 

(^{(H'stion )€ — 

Action a^ainsf walkinji: on the Simla 604-09 

Tieatimuil leeeived b\ two - liom tlu* poluM* in Simla 601 
04 

('()iVs^:uvAN<;v tax- 

S(f “ TAX(ES( 

(•0\TKA('T(S) — 

ItcRolution tf teimm.ition of ol the \ssam Ihm^al Kailw’av ^'166 
77, 679-96 

(4iXTnA('T (AMENDMENT) P»ILL 

Sec “ Indian — ” midi'i “ IGMdS) " 

(’oNVENTTON(S)— 

Hesolution ic— 

— coiicci the maihin;:: of weiirlit on lieaw' packages tian> 
ported by \<ssels lb") 

- - foi protection of woikeis airainst .icenb iit '{61-6t 

COWEYANCE— 

Question 9 € — 

— ■ facilities between New’ and Did Delhi 409 

of mails l)v Gariapfe (Daloutta), Limited 998 

t'ONVKTTONS — 

Question 1 € — 

A nests and -- m eoniiection wutli recent political disturbances 
417 

-- nndei the Salt A(*t 299 

StatoiiKMit (laid on the table) b^ the Ifononrabb' Mi 11 G tlai{?. r/ 
-- under the Salt Act 610 

G0URESI>0\1)EN(M^: DEPARTMENT- 

Question tc cleiieal establishment of the of the Madras General 

Post O0ie(‘ 4Sr)-86 

( 'dttox duties - 

tpiestion )e elTeet of the new — on the handloom industry 292 
('DTTON TEXTH.E industry (PR(/rEUTION) RILL-- 
Sfi “ muiAS) ’’ 

UOl N(Mr. op STATE— 

Address b\ Ills E\eellene\ the Viceroy to the Memhets of ’the 
end the Lc)arisl«ti\e Assembly”, 33-40, 
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lorNSEL(S)— 

Question if prt\mont of to defend soldieis and oflicers eourl- 

ttiftftiftlled »27.2« 

Statement (laid on the table) In Sir Fiaidv Noyce lejyaiding tlie 
app^alrani^t* of — — in the fomt ot tlie Ke\enue ( 'oininisKionei, 

' N<)rtlr-We«t Frontier l*roMn<‘i* ^ItMO 

(J()UKT(S)— 

Question if fees ehai{?ed in the ol (he llonoian ^liinsif of 

Piijangan 532 

COl-RT FEES (AMENDMENT) DILIi— 

Sff “ BILL(S) ” 

FOl UT-AIARTIALLED SOLDIERS AN!> OFFirERS- 
(Question If pa^ merit ot eonnsel to defend — 327 2H 

ORE\V(S) — 

Question it tiouis ot woiK ot ithiuIkus ot and f^iant ot eompas- 

sionate allonanci' in eases ot a(*eidents 230 

('KBW MEN— 

(Question re terms of emplo;,ment of 264 

(^REW SYSTExM— 

Question /e permaneiicj of the - of ticket eheekiu^r 210 
( RIMINAL S(I1T(S) — 

“ SUIT(S) ’’ 

(dlOWDS— 

Question te eirenmstances of finnjr upon — in recent dist ui hanees 

276 

( TASTOMS DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Appointment of appraiwrs in (he .it Mrulrus 292 9() 

Pa^ of preventive offieers ot the Madras — ~ — 657-58 

CYCLES— 

(Juestion le racial discrimination in the admission of to arsenals 

247 , 

D 

DACCA— 

^ Reshlutioni re^ outbreak of lavvlessiiess at 567*^8 

DACOTTY— 

j£iotion for Adjournment h — in Akh'arpuva tptrn 6^8-79 
DANGEROUS DRUGS BILL— . , , 

See “ BILL(S) ” 
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io 

DAS, Me B.— 

J)i»cu8sioii ot* the report ot the Public Accounts Committee. 12-18 

Motion toi Adjournment re firing into and violation (?t the winctity of 
the Sis-Ganj Gurudwara at D^lhj 563 

Motion to reduce Demand tor Supplementary Grant for “ Miscel- 
laneous ” re inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recom- 
mendations ot the Indian Statutory Commission 160, 161-62 

‘Question u discharge tiom the l*olice Seivite ot Mr Gliulam Kasim 
Khan, Deputy Superintendent ot Police, J^eshawar 225-26 

K(*solution re — 

Formulation ot a scheme of self-government for India and ]eleas(* 
ol jiolitical iiriKoneis 620, 64.5 

Hallway acculents 618-20 

'fei ruination ot coritraet of the Assam Beugnl Hallway ,}67, 574- 
77, 679-80 

DFA'ril— 

(^iiestioM n - of Seige«int Wiltshiie in lamling in an aeioplaiie al 
RisaJiMir 058-51) 

DKJJHA ISMAIL KHAN— 

Quest joii )e siege of hv the police anrl militaiy 408 

DIOLHJ - 

Motion tor Adjournment u tiring into and Molatioii of the sanetitv ot 
the Sis (laiij (hiiudwaia at — - 560-67 

Question re — 

Coii\e\ance lacilities between New and Old 109 

Education, health and sanitation of Ajiiiei-Meiwaia and 

492 

Extension of city 282 

Grant ot an allowance to postmen in - — for the delneiy of 
foreign mails 302. 

Grunts given to the district boards of and Ajmer. 492-93 

Medical attendance for Government servants in Simla and 

409-10 

Heckoning of camp allow'ance as pait ot emoluments for 

recovery of rent. 519 

Hunnmg of a through tram betw'ceii and Madras 489-90 

DELHI C^AMP ALLOWANCE— C 

S(c “ ALLOWANCE(S) ■ * 

DEMANDS FOB SUPPLEMENTAHY GKANTS--^GMMBRAL 
BUDGET— . i 

Expenditure in England under tire Control of the Seeirtary of State 
for India 223 
Home Department. 5. 

Miscellaneous 9, 42 
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j;kmand,s foh supplementaiiy ouants— motions for be- 

DPCTION— GENERAL BUDGET— 

]^fisceIJaneou8 — 

Inadequate and unsatihlaetoiy sugi»ej»t loiih and recoiuineudation:* 
of the Indian JStatutorx ( omnnvsion 42-98, 100-49, 152-222 

llKMOX8TRATORS-~ 

Que'>tion re case.^ of firm;? on 237-49 

DPXILALI— 

Question re — 

Complaint by a menibei of the Cantonment lioard. 304 

Kepiesentatioii ot J)r Debai, a membei of the Cantonment 

Board lOb 

DEPARTMENTAL (CANDIDATES— 

.sVe “ (CANDll)ATE(S) ” 

DEPRECIATION FUNDS— 

(Question re absorption ot Kesene in Wa>s and Cleans Balances 

230-231 

DEPUTY PRESIDENT— 

Election of the 12, 100 

Messa;?e from Ills Exceliencv the Vicciov and Coveinui (teiieial si;rm- 

J.vin;; his apiiro\aI of the election ot Sir llaii Singli Clour as 

ot the Legislative Assembh 151 

Nominations for the election ot the 70-72 

DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE— 

(Question re discharge fiom thi* Police Service of 5[r Ohul.im Kasim 
Khan, , Peshawar 225-26 

DESAI, Dr — 

Question re representation of a member of the Deolali C/anton- 

ment Board 306 

DESTRUCTIVE INSECTS AND PESTS (AMENDMENT) BILL- 
See BILL(S) ” 

DIIARSANA— 

Question re ownership of salt at , 475. 

DIBRU-SADIYA RAILWAY— 

Sec “ RAILWAY(S) 

DIGBOI— 

Question re casualties in the BaKr-Id riots at — — Assam 240-41 
DIGBOI THANA— 

Question re lack of money order and postal facilities m the 

402 . 
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>4KKCT<)R general, INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE— 

Question tc memorial from the office of the and other attached 

offices 425-26 

DIRECTOR GENERAL OF AHCdl^OLOGY - 

Question ?f appointmimt of 242 

)J RECTOR GENERAL OP POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS— 

Question ie — 

Memorial from the cleiical staft of the oldce ot the 67.3- 

74 

Pay of the sidiordniate staff of the office of the G74-76 

Reduction of staff of the office of tlie ~ 07 1 

)IRE(’TORY— 

(jjiK'stion of ^.»/et1(Ml ohieeis ol the Go\einHieiit oi Indm ‘>0 1 

) 1 SCO \ TENT — 

Question le - — ainorifxst teaehei^ in A )mei -iMerwara 51.1 
)1SC'RE1LVN(TES— 

Question k found in ills Eveelleiu'v t|i(> \ K'ciox s Pm‘s-^ 351) 

) I STRICT RO.VKDS— 

(^nestion tc j^iants given to the — — of Delhi and Ajmei () 1 

)1STIIRBAN(H3(S) — 

Question re — 

Ariests »ind {ouMetions m connection with n'cmil i^olituMl — — 

417 

Ciu'umstaiiees of tiling upon crowds in riMsuit — 276 

Compensation foi innocent \jctims ol iccent and recognition 

of ^eI\lces of police and military 286-87 

at Peshawar 273-76 

Occasions of firing in recent 388 

The Sholapur 271-72 

DIVISIONCS) — 

- — on the motion of Mian Mohammad Shah Nawaz that the Detnand 
for a Supplementary Grant m respei t ol “ 5liseeHaneous ” bo 
reduced by J?s 100 221-22 

— on tlie Resolution re out-break of law le^sne-NS at Dacca 597-98 
DOIIAD- 

Question re piovision of electric lights and fans in the Railway from 
to Muttra 412-13 - . 

DKTHUi^)— 

Question k iiupoitation and sale of spurious in India. 422-23. 
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DrFPEmN 

QueHtioii rt hardships of Burmaii candid.ites for training on the — - 
268 

I)I TT, Jshu AUAR NATH— 

(’oiigratnlaUons h\ — - toMauUi Afuhammad \dkul) on his election as 
President ot the Legislative Assemblj' 31 

Demand toi suppiemcntdi} Gmnt in respect ol “ Home Department ’ 
6-8 

Hindu Wldo^^s Right of Inheiitanee Bill — 

Motion to icfei to Seleit Poiiimittee 471 

Motion toi Adjoin uni( 111 u filing into and \iol,ition ol the sanetitv of 
the Si^dhmj rUmidwaia at Delhi "163 

]\fotioii to lednee Diin.md loi Snpj)lcnient<ii \ Cliant toi “ Miseel 
hineoim ” ,{ iriad(*(juat<* ,ind iinsatislai'toi > suggestions and leconi- 
niendations of the Indian Stalutoi) ('ommission 184-87, 213 

Question re — 

Admission ot eeilain letiemiml clmks to the cleiieal exaniination 
of tin* Jhihlie Seniee Pominission 6()0-bl 

iAlemoim! liom the eleiieal stall of the office of tiie Diitator 
(Jenf'ial of Posts and T<l(‘giaphs 673-71 

J’a^ of th(' suhoidinate staff of the oHh e of tlu' Oiieitoi (honinl 
of Posts and d'eleirrajihs 674-76 

Red uetion of start of tlie ofii<*e ot the Directoi Deneral of Posts 
and Telegiaphs 674 

Transfer to divisional ottues ot clerks and Accountants m Military 
Accountant OenmaPs Othe* 672-73 

Pesolution le railway accidents 620-22 
DPTT, IMr G 8 — 

Motion to reduce Demand foi SllpplcnIental.^ GiaiP fot ‘Misc'l- 

laneoti^ ” re inadequate and nnsatisfactoiv suggestmns and reeom- 

mendations of the Indian Statutory Commission 210, 211, 211 
Oath of Office 2 
DUTTA, Rat B\nADUR S C ^ — 

Hindu Gams of Learning Bill — 

^lotion to eonsidei riud to < in nlat(‘ 4ol-u2 
Motion for adjournnumt u rtring into and Molatiou ol the isanctity of 

the ShvGaiij Guiudwaia at Delhi 762 
Mussalman Wakf Validating (Amendment) Bill — • 

Consideration of clause 1 dei-bH, 460 
Question re — 

Circumstances of firing upon mouds in leient distuibancc,s< , 276 
Pisturbauce at Pesliawar 273-76 
^'logging 272-73. 
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DIJUTA, iUi Baiiaduk S C — contd. 

Question re — contd 

Nc\^ spapers recpumi to dei>Obit security 1376 
l{<'prcs(‘ntation of Assam in Government 8ei vices 276-77 
The anned raid at Chittagong 270-71 
The Sholapur disturbances 271-72 
Jtesolution ic teriuination ol the contiact ot the Assam Bengal Kailvsay 
691-03 

DUTY (IBS)— 

Question re — 

Additional on petiol and abolition of toll gates 291-92 

Discontent and haidship caused by imposed undei the Salt 

Act 233 

KOecI oi till- new col ton on tiie handloom industry 292 

J'Aport on iice 287 

dwb, v — 

Oath ot Office 1 
Queslion — 

Disbanded Bmmese Jtegiments 268 

Kmplovnienl ot Biuniuns on the Public Service Commission 269. 

ilanlships ot Buiman candidates tor training on the “ Dufferin 
268 

Percentage ot Burmaiis in certain Deiiartmiuits in Burma 267- 

68 . 

Kailw ay connection between Biuma and Siam 268 

Selection of candidates for the Indian Civil Service from Burma 
307-08 

Tenure ot office of membeis of Provincial Governments 268 


£ 

KARMINGS— 

Question fiom diffeicnt classes of jiassengers on the East Indian 

Railwav 332-33 

PAST INDIAN RAILWAY- 
S'! “ PvAlLWAY^S) ” 

EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY— 

Si! “ KAILWAY(S) 

EDUCATION— 

^ Question ?e— 

Appointment of a whole time SinK^rintendent of for Ajmer- 

Merw'ura 404-05. 
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K3) UOATION— con^(i 
Question re — corhtd. 

, health and sanitation of Ajmer-Mcn\ara and Delhi. 492 

of the children of migratory staff of the Government of India 

303 

of the children of laihvay employees 297 

KDIJOATION DEPARTMENT— 

Question re maladministration of the in Ajmer-Merwara 516 

EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS— 

Question te minimum — required foi railway serMces. 263 
ELECTION(S)— 

of Membeis to the Governing llod> ot the Indian K-eaearch Fund 

Association 151-52 427, 574 

ot tlie Deput> President 12, 100 

of the President 27-29 

51es.sage trorn Ills Excclleiie;^ the V'lceroy approving ot the of 

Maiilvi Muhammad Yakub as Presiduit of the Legislative Assembly 
30 

]\lessage from Ills Exeellenev tlu‘ V'leeiov and Governor General 

signifying Ins ap[no\al ot llie ot Sii llaii Singh Gour as 

Deputy President of tlie Legislative Assembly 161. 

Nominations for the of the Deputy President. 70-72 

LIJ^CTIVE ELEMENT— 

Question )€ introduction of the m Cantonnuuil Boards 304 

ELECTRIC FAN(S)— 

See “ FAN(8) 

ELECTRICS INSTALLATION— 

Question re charge for in quarters of Military Assistant Surgeons 

416 

ELECTRIC LIGHT (S)— 

See “ LIGHT (S) ” 

EMOLUMENTS— 

Question re reckoning of Delhi eamp allowance as part of for 

recovery of rent 519 

ISpirb day— 

Question re e^^cessive vyork at the Government of India Press on . 

‘ 562 . 



JNbfiX to LE<3mLAt"JVtl ‘ ABSiAJfttLY DEtU^ 

IiiMPLOYKECS) — 

(^ue«tion it— 

Com poriSiitor} allov^diice for pobtal in Madras C it \ 482-H t 

Dis^'hatfj:!* of ooilain f^antonment Fund 328 

Disfubiition of tile inoiie^ paid by the Indian Kailway (’onterenee 

Association to of the Government of India Press, Simla 

547-48 

Education ot the childieu of railway , 297 

ot different eommnnities m Lino and Mono Sections of the 

(jro\(‘i nim-nt ot Indm Press, Simla 531-52 

(iiievancos of eeitain ot the East iTKlian Railway Presses ot 

lIo\vi<ili ami Calcutta {9()-<)2, 194 

Ciievanees ot emtain of tin* Eastern Bengal Kaihva\ Piess 

8H8-<tO, ‘m 

(iiiesanees ot cot lam — of the (JoNermneut ot India Press, 
('aleutta 392-94 

(Jnesanies ot — in tin* Lneknow Division of the East Indian 
Kailw'av 423 

Int loduction of a piovident fund foi presvs and amalgamation 

of eert<un ot (joieinment Presses 570 

L(‘<ive apirlied tor h> the ot the UoMunment pf India i^ress, 

Simla 548-49 

^ledical atteiulanee on Government — ^ in Simla 505-06 

Numhei ol ot difteient communities in the Go\ernment of 

India PiH'ss, Simla leeniited duiin" the time of Babu Jawahai 
Khan Offieiatuip: Assistant Manaj^er 550 

Uadwa\ passes issued to suboidiuato railway .312^ 

Slienj?th and conimunil ics of m tin* office of the Public S<»r- 

A ice Commission 517 

Subsei ipt ions collected tlironpb salan hills fiom railway 

266 

Sunday and liohday allowances for post office 300, 

EMPLOYMENT TERMS OP— 

Qn(‘stion te of crew^men 264 i < 

ENEMIES— 

One^lTon tc dioppin<; ot bombs on from aeroplanes, f41t9, , ’ < 

f:N(JINEEPv(S)— 

Question u ' — 

Aiipomtment to the Indian Service of of AttudefSts 6f‘ tHe 

Thomson Civil Engineering College 410-11. 

Candidates fiom minority eommmnties appointetl to the Indian 
Railway Service of and the Indian Service of . 333. 
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ENGLAND— 

Demand for Supplementar} Grant in respect of “ Expenditure m 

lind^r control of,tlie Secretary of J^fate for India ” 

i:XGLISH— 

Question te lack of te«iclnng: <\t the Pmn<iran \ernHCular sccondaiy 

, school 514*1.3 

ENVELOPES— * 

(Question re j?uin used on - - made ]>\ tin* ScHunits Piinting I'lesh, 

Nasik 537 

ESTABLISHMENT OFFB'EK - 

Question k abolition of tin* post of , Arin\ Ib^pnrtment .304, 
505 

nUKOPE— 

(Question te appoint nient oj Indhui 5'rade ( 'oninnssiouei s in 

300. 

EXA('TION— 

Question te of momn fioin bK tenatjts bv tin* htliniaular of 

I*isanj?au 523 26 

EXA.MTNAT10N(S} — 

Question te — 

Adi^ission of certain retrenched clerks to the clerical of the 

Public Ser\ice ( 'ominiNSion 660-61 

Adniis.sion of non-j/raduatc'. to the for the First Division of 

the Go\ eminent of Imlia Secretariat 124 

for appointment to Gruernment of India offices 425 

Lowest selection j'mde ot the I’ostal Department 485 

Piobationar\ pmiod toi (andidat<*s oi the Statl S(>|(‘( tion Board 
in 1920 51 M2 

Results ot the last mmistenal br.ineh - - ol the Public Seivice 
Commission 510 

Staffi Selection Board - - of 1920 511 

EXCESS LUGGAGE— 

.s.c “ LCGGAOK ’* 

KXECGTIVE OFFTCETUS)— 

Question le — 

Employment of Mr Wealberal by the - — Ambala Cantonment 
.307 

Sanction to the re-ereetmn ot an old bud^Juiff b,V the — Aprbala 
Cantonment 36V , . . , 

EXPENDITURE--^ 

preliminary Report upon the of the Central Government laid on 

table by the' Honourable Sir George Sebttiter 349 
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INDKX TO IiE({IW/ATlVE AHHKMJWA OEnATKR, 


EXl *KND1TI IKE— 

Question re — 

Anticipated extra and fall m revenue a result of the 

Congress movement 547. 

on the Kangra Valley Railway 325 

EXEENDITUKE IN ENGLAND UNDER THE (’OiSjTKOTi OF THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA- 

D(*man(l for Supplementary Grant 223 

EXPORT DUTY— 

(t>ueHtion re on nee 287 

EXPRESS— 

(Question re — 

Halt of tlie Grand Tiunk — at stations lietweim RezA^ada and 
Madras 489 

Late anival of the Grand 'riunk - - at the Gentral Station, 
Madias. 488-89 

Provision of butTet eais m the Gnind Tiurik - — . 490 
EXTORTION— 

Question re of arbitrary cesses from tenants by the Istimrardai of 

Pianngan 530-31 

EXTRA-DEPARTMENTAL AGENT (S) — 

(^nehtion re i)ay of — in certain post ofliees in Bengal 400 

r 

FACTORYaES)— 

Question re~ 

Svstem of audit in elothmg — - in Shahjalianpur and Madras 
522-24 

Transit charges on material despacthed to the ii^hahjahanpiu 
clothing 525 

“ FAMILY MEDICINE 

t^uestion fe rcpnblicntion of Moore’s 537 

pans— 

Question > e provision of electric lights and in the railway from 

Dohad to Muttra 412-13. * ' 

FARE»— ‘ 

Quaitioii re pruieiplc adopted i||. Hjird* el^s tail way 


2 $ 5 , 



INDKX TO LFOIFliATIX r ASREMBTiY DEBATER 


PAROOKIIT, Mr ABDTJL LATH? SAHEB-^ 

Moiion to reduce Demand for Sui>plemt‘ntary Grant tor Miscel- 
laneous '' le failure to create an atmospheie of peace and pfoodwill 
for the Hound Tabic Confeienee and the Miade(iua1c and unsatis- 
factory recommendations m<ule In the Simon (’ominission both from 
the point of viev of the countr% in "cneral and that of the Muslims 
in particular, which ^m 11 be placed before the Uound Table (Vm- 
ference 128-13 

Question re — 

Allejrations a^ramst the A]mer poliee 533 

Appointment of Muhammadans ,is Supenntendiuits of Post Ofdees 
in Madias 269-70 

Appointment of Muslims to the Tjadv Haidin^e Medieal Pollc'cre 
and Ifosnital, X<*\\ Delhi 'liO 

Ap]iointment of Miishnis to the ofn<'e of tlie Prnate Seeretaiv to 
the Vieeiw 491-92 

Appointment of pioh<i1ionai \ Snpennti'ndi nis of Post Offi(*es 
518-19 

Appointment of Treasinv OfTieei and Ala^^stiate Ajinei 534 

C3ass<*s in tin* Oo\einin(*nt (Nntial Gills’ S( hool A]mei 514 

Complaints against the Tstimrardar of Pi'^rinjran 526-27 528-29, 
530 531-32 528 5^9, 530 531-32 

Discontent amomyst teachers in Ajmer-A^er^^ar^ 513 

Diseouraorement of Muslim students at the T^ndv ITardinsfo Medical 
Colleore, New Delhi 520-21 

Exaction of money from his tenants by the Tstimrardar of 
Pisanjran 525-26 

Extortion of arlntiary cesses from tenants by the Tstimrardar of 
Pisangfan 530-31 

Pees charjyed in the court of the Honoraiv Mnnsif of Pisanpran 
532 

Pile in the PombaA B.irod.i nnd (Nmtral India Pailwav Carria{?e 
Shop Ajmer 532 

Orievanees of Muslims aeainst Afi P 1> Joshi Assistant Superin- 
tendent of Education A imer-Aferwara 513 

Help rendered to the Tstiinraidai of PiSriniran by Air P B Joshi, 
Assistant Superintendent of TCdneation, A jmer-Aferwara 515 

Tll-health of K Patima a Alnslini jrirl student at the Tvadv 
Hardinjje Medical Collcfre, New Delhi 521-22 

Lack of English teachinj; at the Pisan^Bn Vernaenlar Secondary 
School 514-15 

Land rent demanded by the Tstimrardar of Pisan^yan 531 

Mac^istrates and Re\enue Officers m A^Bicr-Mcrwara 535, 
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INDEX TO LBOIRIiATn^ AS8EMB1LY DEBATES. 


FAUOOKIU Mii AliDl'I. fjATlF 8A41EIJ— rriw/</ 

ff — <07%id '' 

Afalndniinisfi.tlion of thr EduefltJon Doportmont iri Ajmer- 
oK) ' 

xMuitloi oi a woman in Ajmer 5r{3 .34, 

XoToaeceptaiiee oi a telegiam ot ('oaM})ltunt against tho Klinuaidai 
(»f PisarmMri ')23- iO 

oi .Muslims ami noTi-Muslinis in tiic Lady il.irdiime 
M(‘c1i(m 1 (’olloge and Hospital, New alo.^O 

l^aiieit;^ ot .Muslim tern In is in Ajmei iMejwaia oli-l ] 

i*aii(Mt\ oi w omen ti'aelu'i s in Ajmer-Merw ai a old 

Risdxonimj: oi Delhi camp allowance as part ol emoluments loj 

l COON (*1 \ ol Kilt ')! 0 

Results and teaMieis (d the Noimal School, Ajmer dJh-lT 

S(i/uie and desl i u(*tion ol food lj\ tlu' polite <it Kairot odd 

Sjienj^th and eommumlies of emfihnees in the office ot the Ihihin' 
S('i \ i( e ( 'onmi i ^sl()n a 1 7 

S\siem oi audit in (lothnif^ facloiies in Shah lalunipnr and Madias 
‘ ) 2 J 2 i. 

Ti<insit cliaijjtes on material (iespatehed to the Shahjahaniuii clotli 
in^lactojN 

Visit of the Assistant Coiamismouer of Ajmei-Merwara to Pisan- 
gan. 527-28 

\ isits paid to eeitain schools by the Assistant Superintendent ot 
thlue.ilioii, Ajmei Mt'rwara 511 

\dsits {laid to schools h\ .Mi P P* Joshi, Assistant Supei intendent 
ot Education, Ajmci-Mei waia 510 

\ oteis in the Pis«ni} 2 an Istimian aiea tor Mmulauh cd the Ijc^isla- 
tive Asseinfilc ')d5 

AVasti* ot (loNcinmcnt monev on the Pential Dirls’ School A{im'i 
'ild-lJ 

PA 4 IMA, K — 

p>neslr<)n /e ill-health ol , a Muslim student at the Lad\ 

Daidinue .Medical Polle^e, Nmr Delhi - 521 22 

PEKS- 

(^lU'stion i< — ilia I •'cd in the eouit ol tiu' ilonorarv Munsif ot 
Pisaiif^ftii 5H2 

1 INANPIAP ('(IMMISSION'ER OF RAILWAYS - 

(Question n’ aecMiantaniH Unde8 the — 249-oO 

PtRK(S) — 

(Question i( in the Bombay, Barocla and Ocmtral India Kailwa> 

Canitufe Shop, Ajmer 5SS, ? 
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FIREARMS— 

Question re confiscated and licences cancelled in the North-West 

Frontier Province 382 

FIRING— 

Motion for adjournment re into and violation of the sanctity of 

the Sis-Ganj Gurudwara at Delhi 560-67 

Question re — 

Cases of on demonstrators 237-39 

Circumstances of upon crowds in recent disturbances 276 

at a funeral procession in Peshawar 418 

Occasions of m recent disturbances 388 

FIRST DIVISION— 

Question ie — 

Admission of non-graduates to the examination for the of 

the Go^ernment of India Secretariat 424 

Candidates of 1922 for the of the Secretariat 425 

FLOGGING— 

Question re — 

272-73 

in the Peshawar jail 382-83 

of prisoners in Peshawar 665 

FLUSH SYSTEM— 

Question ie installation of the ■ — - in all residences m New Delhi 
508-09 

food— 

Question le seizure and destruction of by the police at Kairot 

534 

FOREIGN AIR SERVICE— 

See AIR SERVICE 
FOREIGN CLOTH— 

Question )e Ordinance against picketing shops 411-12 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES— 

Question ie Trade Commissioners sent to 300 

FOREIGN MAILS— 

Question re — 

Grant of an allowance to postmen m Delhi for the delivery of — 
302. 

Postal officials doing sorting work at Madras 484-85 

FOREIGN MONEY ORDER DEPARTMENT— 

Question re clerical egtablishraent of the in the Madras General 

Post Office 483-84 



TO L£Kii6LATlV;S^ 




FOREST (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

JSee “ Indian ” under “ BILL(S) 

FKEiailT— 

(Question te refund of railwaj- o\ercharged 313 

FFNDfS) - 

(Question je — 

Assii^nment ol policies under the Postal Insuiance 503-04 

Discharge of Cantonment servants 305 

Discharge of certain Cantonment employees 328 

Inti eduction ot a pi evident foi press employees and 

amalgamation of ecitain Goveinrncnt presses 550 

FUNERAL PROCESSION— 

Question /t filing at a — in Peshawar 118 

a 


GAINS OF liEARNLNO BILL— 

S(c “ Hindu ” under “ BILL(S) ” 

CANDAK RIVER— 

(,)nestion te construction of a raihvay bridge over the 285-86 

(iANDlIl, Mahatma — 

Question tc detention of 239-40 

CANGA SINGH, Sardakt- 

Question )e sliooting of certain raembeis of the family of m 

Peshawar 383 

GAKRAGE (CALCUTTA), LIMITED— 

Question te coiuevance of mails by 398 

GAZETTED ()FFI(^Ell(S)— 

See “ OFFKdMl(S) ’’ 

GIIAZANFAK ALl KUAN, Raja— 

dilution foi Adjournment le continuation of lepiessive measures in the 
North-West Frontier Pi ov mce 339 

Motion to 1 educe Demand tor Supplementary Grant for “ Miscel- 
laneous " ic inadequate and unsatisfactoiy suggestions and recom- 
mendations of the Indian Statutory Commission 106-10 

OH FLAM KASIM KHAN, Mr — 

(Question /(' — 

Discharge from the Police Service of — — , Deputy Superintendent 
of Police, Peshaw^ar 325-26 

Refusal of permission to — aar-Nawab of Tank to reside in the 
North-West Frontier Province. 487-88. 
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GHUZNAVI, Mr. A. H — 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for Miscel- 
laneous ’’ re inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recom- 
mendations of the Indian Statutory Commission 184, 185, 187 

Mussalman Wakf Validating (Amendment) Bill — 

Presentation of the Report of Select Committee 41 
Motion to consider 464-65 
Consideration of clause 1 466 

Motion to pass 470 
Question re — 

Provision of electric lights and fans in the railway from Dohad to 
Muttra 412-13 

Selection grade posts of accountants and assistant accountants in 
Head Post Offices 407-08 

Question (Sujiplementary) re — 

Action against Congress volunteers walking on the Mall, Simla 
608 

Casualties in the Bakr-Id riots at Digboi, Assam 241 
Prosecutions for the recent political offences 237 
Resolution re — 

Outbreak of lawlessness at Dacca 574-77, 578, 579, 582, 587, 
593 

Railway accidents 599, 611-14, 615, 616, 618, 625 
Termination of contract of the Assam Bengal Railway 371, 
GIDNEY, Lieutenant-Colonel II A J — 

Election of to the Governing Body of the Indian Research Fund 

Association 574 

Motion for Adjournment re treatment received by two Congress 
volunteers fiom the police in Simla 556 

Motion to reduce Demand foi Supplementary Grant for “ Miscel- 
laneous ” re inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and eecom- 
mendations of the Indian Statutory Commission 201-04 

Question re — 

Charge for electric installation in quarters of Military Assistant 
Surgeons 416 

Grievances of employees in tlie Lucknow DiviMon of the East 
Indian Railway. 423 

Importation and sale of spurious drugs in India. 422-23 
Incorrect census of Anglo-Indians 421-22 

Injustice to looally recruited commercial Superintendents on the 
North-Western Railway 280-81 
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GIDNBY, Lieutenant-Colonel H A J — contd 

Question re — contd 

Special allowance paid to certain nurses in Burma 416 

Subscriptions collected through salary bills from railway employ ees 
266 

Resolution re outbreak of lawlessness at Dacca 594 
QIRL8’ PUGH SCHOOL— 

Question re — 

Establishment of a at Peshawar 383-88 

Establishment of a in the North-West P^rontier Province 

418 

GLASS INDUSTRY— 

Question re advancement ot the glass industry in India 316 

GOODS— 

Question ie — 

Ban by Persia on the import of Indian 324 

Rebate on despatched to Afghanistan 324 

Terminal tax on entering New Delhi 284 

GOODS INSPECTORS— 

Question re appointment of Indians as on the East Indian Rail- 

way 262-63 

GOUR, Sir HARI SINGH— 

p]lection of as Deputy President 100 

Hindu Gains of Learning Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate 446-50, 453, 454, 455, 458 

Message from His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General signi- 
fying his approval of the election of as Deputy President of the 

Legislative Assembly 151. 

Motion for Adjournment re continuation of repressive measures in the 
North-West P^rontier Province 338-39, 341 

Motion to 1 educe Demand for Supplemental} Grant for “ Miscel- 
laneous re inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recom- 
mendations of the Indian Statutory Commission 119-28, 161 

Miissalman Wakf Validating (Amendment) Bill — 

Consideration of clause 1. 467, 468 

Point of order whether a discussion of the Simon Commission's Report 
is 111 order on a Demand for a Supplementary Grant for the expenses 
of the Round Table Conference under Miscellaneous ” 43-44, 

46 

Question re loss of revenue by the civil disobedience movement 

609 
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GOUR, Sm IIARI SimR-^ontd 
Question (Supplementary) re — 

Agenda for the Round Table Conference. 279. 

Amendment of the Child Marriage Restraint Act 659. 

Resolution re termination of the contract of the Assam Bengal Rail- 
way 692, 693. 

GOVERNING BODY— 

Election of Members to the of the Indian Research Fund Associa- 

tion 151-52, 427, 574 

GOVERNMENT CENTRAL GIRLS ^ SCHOOL— 

Question rc — 

Classes m the , Ajmer 514 

Waste of Government money on , Ajmer 513-14 

GOVERNMENT CIRCULARS— 

“ CIRCnjLARS ” 

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES— 

See “ EMPLOYEE (S) ” 

GOVERNMENT GRANT (S)— 

See “ GRANT (S) ” 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA— 

Question re — 

Appointment of outsiders to offices 423-24 

Cashiers in offices 539 

Communal representation in the offices 499 

Date of the move of offices from New Delhi to Simla 507- 

08 

Directory of Gazetted officers of the 503 

Education of the children of the migratory staff of the 303. 

Examinations for appointment to offices 425 

Quarters and house rent for the peons of the offices. 548 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA PRESS(ES)— 

Question re — 

Additional duties done by the peons of the , Simla. 549 

Allegations against Babu Jawahar Khan, officiating Assistant 
Manager, , Simla 551 

Carrying of heavy bundles by the peons of the , Simla 549 

Distnbution of the money paid by the Indian Railway Conference 
Association to employees of the , Simla 547-48 

Employees of different communities in Lino and Mono Sections 



46 


2NDBX TO UBOISLATIVX J^SEUBLY DEBATES 


GOVERNMENT OP INDIA PRESS (BS)-—con^(i 
Question re — contd 

Excessive work at the on Empire Day. 552 

Gradation lists for the printing and cleneal sections of the , 

Simla 549. 

Grievances of certain employees of the , Calcutta 392-93 

IJolding of all higher appointments in the , Simla, by Muham- 

luadaiib, 549 

Leave applied for by the employees of the , Simla 548-49 

Number ot employees of different communities in the , Simla 

recruited during the time of Balm Jawahai Khan, Officiating 
Assistant Manager 550 

Promotions in the , Simla 551 

GOVERNMENT OP INDIA SEC^RETARIAT— 

See ‘‘ SEldlETARIAT ” 

GOVERNMENT SEtdIKITlES— 

Quostion re utilization of unclaimed interest on 232 

GOVERNMENT SERVANTS— 

Question re medical attendance tor in Simla <md Dellii 409-10 

GOVERNMENT SERVICES— 

Question re repiesentation of Assam in — — 276-277 

GOVERNOR GENERAL— 

’s assent to Bills 2 

Nec also ‘‘ VK'EROY, II IS EXCELLENCY THE ” 

GRADATION LISTS— 

Question re tor the printing and clerical sections of the Govern- 

ment of India Press, Simla 549 

GRADES— 

Question re lowest selection examination of the Postal Depart- 

ment 485 

GRADUATES— 

Question re admission of non to the examination for the First 

Division of the Government of India Secretariat 424 

GRAxM) TRI NFC EXPRESS— 

Que.stion re — 

Halt of the at stations between Bezwada and Madras. 489 

Late arrival of the at the Central Station, Madras 488-89 

Provision of Buffet cars in tbe . 490 
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OEANT(S)— 

Question re — 

Deplorable banitary conditions of Ajmer and Beawar due to lack 
of Government 493-94 

given to the district boards of Delhi and Ajmer 492-93 

made to recreation clubs of Postal and Telegraph officials 

399-400 

Lack of given to the Ajmer Municipality 493 

GREAT INDIAN PENINSULA RAILWAY— 

.S'ee “ RAILWAY(S) ” 

GRIEVANCES— 

Question ie — 

of “ A ” Grade apprentices at the Kharagpur Raih\av Woik- 

shops 320-21 

of certain employees ot the East Indian Railway Presses of 

Howrah and Calcutta 390-92, 398 

of certciin employees of the Eastern Bengal Railway Press 

388-90, 393 

of certain employees of the Government of India Pi ess, 

Calcutta 392-93 

of employees m the Lucknow Division of the East Indian 

Railway 4*23 

of Muslims against Mr J B Joshi, Assistant Supeuntendent 

of Education, Ajmer-Merwara 513 

GUARDS— 

Question re recruitment of A ” Grade on the East Indian Rail- 

way 263-64 

OULAB SINGH, Sardar— 

Motion to reduce Demand lor Supplementary Grant for “ Miscel- 
laneous ” re inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recom- 
mendations of the Indian Statutory Commission 204-05 

Question re — 

Appointment of Sikhs as Income-tax Officers 315 

Appointment of Sikhs in the Posts and Telegraphs Accounts 
Offices 676-77 

Candidates from minority communities appointed to the Indian 
Railway Service of Engineers and the Indian Service of 
Engineers 333 

Shooting accident in Peshawar 677 

GUM— 

Que^ion ye used on envelopes made by the Security Pnhting 

Press, Nasik 537 

GU1>TA, Mb J. N — 

QUMioh appointment of as Aeoountiuit, Calcutta General Post 

Office 399. 
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H 

HAIG, The Honourable Mr II G — 

Bombay Civil Courts (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce 5 
Motion to consider 349-50 
Motion to pass 350 

Demand lor Supplementary Grant in respect of “ Home Department 
8 

Motion for Adjournment ie — 

Continuation of repressive measures m the North-West Frontier 
Province 334 

Firing into and violation of the sanctity of the Sis-Ganj Gurudwara 
at Delhi 560-61, 564 

Treatment received by two Congress volunteers from the police 
in Simla 555, 558 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for “ Miscel- 
laneous ” re inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recom- 
mendations of the Indian Statutory Commission 118, 120, 135, 153, 
156, 179-83 

Resolution re outbreak of lawlessness at Dacca 568, 578, 590-95 

Statement (laid on the table) by re convictions under the Salt 

Act 610 

HANDLOOM INDUSTRY—^ 

Question ;e effect of the new cotton duties on the 292 

HAZARIBAGH ROAD— 

Question le construction of a railway between station and Hazan- 

bagh town 298 

HAZARIBAGH TOWN— 

Question re construction of a railway between Hazanbagh Road station 
and 298 

HEAD CLERK— 

Question re reduction of the pay of the of the Indian Museum, 

Calcutta 227-29 

HEADS OP DEPARTMENTS— 

Question re recruitment of m the North-West Frontier Province 

420 

IIEAIjTH— 

Question re education, and sanitation of Ajmer-Merwara and 

Delhi 492 

HEALTH OFFICERS— 

Question rc qualifications for the posts of — — * of important ports and 
municipalities in India. 558. 
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HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR INDIA— 

Question re clerical establishments of the India Office and the office 
of the 499-500. 

HIGH COURT— 

Question re law degrees recognised by the Allahabad . 413. 

HIGH COURT BUILDINGS POST OFFICE— 

Question re clerical establishment of the at Madras 483 

HIGH SCHOOL (S)— 

See “ SCHOOL(S) ” 

HINDU(S)— 

Question re lack of an unoithodox tiffin loom in the Civil Sec- 

retariat Buildings at Simla 539-40 

HINDU GAINS OF LEARNING BILL— 

See BILL(S) ” 

HINDU UNIVERSITY (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Benares ” under “ BILL(S) 

HINDU WIDOWS’ RIGHT OP INHERITANCE BILL— 

See “ BILL(S) ” 

IlISSAR— 

Question demolition of a temple m 677-78 

HOLIDAY— 

Question te Sunday and allowance for post office employees 

300 

HOME DEPARTMENT— 

Demand for Supplementary Grant 5-8 
HONORARY MUNSIF(S)— 

See ** MUNSIF(S) 

HOSPITAL (S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Muslims to the Lady Hardinge Medical College 
and , New Delhi 520 

Number of Muslim students and staff in the Lady Hardinge Medi- 
cal College and , Ne^\ Delhi 495 

Numbers of Muslims and non-Muslims in the Lady Hardinge Medi- 
cal College and , New Delhi 519-20 

HOURS OF CLEARANCE— 

Question re of letter boxes m Colaba 503 

HOURS OF WORK— 

Question re of members of crews and grant of compassionate 

allowance m cases of accidents 230 
LllOPB(LA) 
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IIOUSE(S)— 

Question re occupation by Members, when the Legislature is not bitting, 
Qf piovided for them in Simla 265-66 

HOLSE KENT— 

Que^ion re — 

Grant of and Secretariat rates of pay to clerks of the Army 

Headquarters 504 

Quarters and for the peons of the Government of India offices 

548 

HOUSING CONDITIONS— 

Question /e ot workmen at LiUooah 286 

IIOWKAH— 

Question re — 

Grievances ot ceitain employees ot the East Indian Railway 
Presses of and Calcutta 390-02, 393 

JOitliisis amongst the staff of the post office 306-97 

HYDRO-ELECTRIC POWER— 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr A A L Parsons re sup- 

plied for the Great Indian Peninsula Railwav 342-43 


1 

IMMIGRANTS— 

Question disabilities ot assisted from South Afiiea 290 

IMi^ERIAL BANK OF INDIA— 

Question ie — 

Business done by the 426-27 

Iiidianisation ot the superior staff of the 491 

Management of the 427 

LMPERIAL LIBRARY— 

Question ie — 

Excluaion of IMuhammadans from the Council of the , 

Calcutta 252 

Non-employment ot Muhauimadana in the , Calcutta 250- 

52 

IMPORT(8)— 

Question re ban by t^ersia on the of Indian goods 324 

IMPORTATION— 


Question ie - 

IMPROVERS— 

Question re pay of 


322 


and sale of spurious drugs in India 422-23 

- m the Bengal Nagpur Railway Workshops 
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INCOME— 

Question re determination of assessable 309. 

INCOME-TAX— 

QuesTtion re — 

Determination of the profits of petty traders for purposes 

309-10 

Setting off of losses againsrt: profits for purposes 310- 

11 

INCOME-TAX ACT— 

JSee “ Indian ” under “ ACT(S) 

IN(T)ME-TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

JSee “ Indian ” undei “ BILL (8) ” 

INCOME-TAX DEPARTMENT— 

Question /e professional accountants employed by the , Bombay 

303 

1N(^D]ME-TAX OFFICERS— 

Question re appointment of Sikhs as 315 

INCOME-TAX RETURNS— 

Question re — 

Complicated 308 

Ilardshi]) of businovs men making 308-09 

INCOME-TAX (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL— 

iSee “ Indian ” under “ BILL(S) ** 

INCOME-TAX (THIRD AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See Indian ” under “ BrLL(S) ” 

INDIA OFFICE— 

Question re clerical establishment of the and the office of the High 

Commissioner for India 499-500 

INDIAN(S) — 

Question re — 

Appointment of as Assistant Storekeepers in arsenals 317- 

18 

Appomtment of as Goods Inspectors on the East Indian Rail- 

way 262-63 

Appointment of as Loco-Foremen, Yard Controllers, Station 

Superintendents on the Gieat Indian Penmaula Railway. 552- 
53 

Appointment of as Station Masters of first class stations on 

the East Indian Railway 263 

Exclusion of m advertisement for Assistant Surgeons 414 
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INDIAN (S)—cow^rf 
Question re — contd 

Promotion of in arsenals. 247>48 

Recruitment of as ‘ ‘ Charge Hands ’ ^ in the Kharagpur Rail- 

way Workshops 322-23 

INDIAN ARMOURED CAR COMPANIES— 

Question formation of 297 

INDIAN CENTRAL COMMITTEE— 

Question re — 

Examination ot the Report of the 277 

Translation and distribution of the ’s Report 330-31. 

INDIAN CINEMATOGRAPH COMMITTEE— 

Question re leeommendations of the 301 

INDIAN CIVIL SERVICE— 

Question te selection of candidates for the from Burma 307-08. 

INDIAN COMPANIES (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

JSee “ BILL(S) ” 

INDIAN CONTRACT (AI\IENDMENT) BILL— 

.See BILL(S) ’’ 

INDIAN FINANCED BILL— 

See BILL(S) ” 

INDIAN FOREST (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See BILL(S) ’’ 

INDIAN GOODS— 

See GOODS ’’ 

INDIAN INCOME-TAX ACT— 

See ACT(S) ’’ 

INDIAN INCOME-TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See BILL(S) ’’ 

INDIAN INCOME-TAX (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See BILL(S) 

INDIAN INCOME-TAX (THIRD AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ BILL(S).” 

INDIAN LAC CESS BILL— 

See “ BILL(S) ’’ 

INDIAN IMUSEUM— 

See “ MUSEUM 
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INDIAN PATENTS AND DESIGNS (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See BILL(S) ’’ 

INTDIAN RAILWAY CONFERENCE ASSOCIATION— 

Question re distribution of the money paid by the to employees 

of the Government of India Press, Simla 547-48 

INDIAN RAILWAY SERVICE OP ENGINEERS— 

Question re candidates from minority communities appointed to the 
and the Indian Service of Engineers 333 

INDIAN RAILWAYS (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ BILL(S) ” 

INDIAN RESEARCH FUND ASSOCIATION— 

Election of Members to the Governing Body of the 151-52, 427, 

574 

INDIAN SALE OF GOODS BILL— 

See “ BILL(S) 

INDIAN SERVK’E OF ENGINEERS— 

Question re — 

Appointment to the of students of the Thomson Civil 

Engineering College 410-11 

Candidates from minority communities appointed to the Indian 
Railway Service of Engineers and the 333 

INDIAN STATUTORY COMMISSION— 

Motion tr reduce Demand tor Supplementary Grant for “ Miscel- 
laneous ” re inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recom- 
mendations of the 42-98, 100-149, 152-222 

Question examination ot the Report of the 278 

INDIAN STORES DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Appointments m the office of the Chief Controller of Stores, 

663-65 

Tender for paint remo\ei accepted by the 497-99. 

Tender for red paint aceepted by the 497 

INDIAN TARIFF (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ BILL(S) 

INDIAN TELEGRAPH (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ BILL(S) 

INDIAN TRADE COMMISSIONERS— 

See “ Trade Commissioners 
INDIANISATION— 

Question re — -- of the supenoi staff of the Imperial Bank of India 
491 
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INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS-- 
See ACCIDENTS ” 

INDUSTRY(IES)— 

Question re — 

Advancement of the glass in India 316. 

Effect of the new cotton duties on the handloom 292 

INLAND STEAM VESSELS (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ BILL(S) ’’ 

INQi;iRY(IES) — 

(Question 7 6 report of into the incidents at Peshawar 480-81. 

INSANITY— 

Question ie reported of a prisoner under solitary confinement 

659-60 

INSOLVENCT LAW (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See BILL(S) ’’ 

INSTITUTIONS— 

Question le air craft training in India 547. 

INTEREST— 

Question re utilization of unclaimed on Government Securities. 
232 

INTERMEDIATE CLASS— 

Question re overcrowding of third and carriages on the North- 

Western Railway 408-09 

INTERNEES— 

Question re interviews with ordinance 235 

ISTIMRARDAR— 

Question re — 

Complaint against the of Pisangan 526-27, 528-29, 530, 

531-32 

Exaction of money from his tenants by the of Pisangan 

525-26 

Extol tion of arbitiary cesses from tenants by the of Pisangan 

530-31 

llol]) rendered to of Pisangan by Mr P B Joshi, Assistant 

Superintendent of Education, Ajmer-Merwara 515 

Land rent demanded by the of Pisangan 531 

Non-acceptance of a telegram of complaint against the of 

Pisangan 529-30 

ISTIMRARI AREA— 

Question re voters m the Pisangan for Members of the Legislative 

Assembly 535 
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4AI1^ — 

Question re flogging in the Peshawar 382-83 

JAKHAL— 

Question ie opening of a Broad Gauge Railway between and Sirsa. 

286 

JAWAHAR KHAN, Babu— 

Question re — 

Allegations against , officiating Assistant Manager, Govern- 

ment of India Press, Simla 551 

Number of employees of different communities in the Government 
of India Press, Simla, recruited during the time of , officiat- 

ing Assistant Manager. 550 

JAYAK AR, Mr M R — 

Congratulations by to Maulvi Muhammad Yakub on his election as 

President of the Legislative Assembly. 31 

Hindu Gams of Learning Bill — 

Motion to consider. 428-34, 437, 439 
Consideration of clause 3 463 

Motion to pass 464 

Motion for Adjournment )€ treatment received by two Congress 
volunteers from the police in Simla 557 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for “ Miscel- 
laneous ” re inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recom- 
mendations of the Indian Statutory Commission 156, 163-73, 182, 
200, 201 

Nomination of to the Panel of Chairmen 41 

Point of order whether a discussion of the Simon Commission’s Report 
IS in order on a Demand for Supplementary Grant for the expenses 
of the Round Table Confeience under “ Miscellaneous ” 49, 51 

Question (Supplementar\0 — 

Agenda foi the Round Tahh‘ Conference 278-79 
Ordinance against picketing foreign cloth shops 412 
JEIIANGIR, Sir COWASJI— 

Hindu Gams of Learning Bill — 

iNlotions to consider and to cii dilate 448, 449. 

Motion ior Adjournment re filing into and violation of the sanctity of 
the Sis-Ganj Gurudwara at Delhi 563 

Motion to reduce Demand foi Supplementary Grant for “ Miscel- 
laneous re inadequate and unsatisfaotpTy sug^estioija and recom- 
mendations of the Indian Statutory Commigmom 135-37, 215 
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JEKANOIR, Sir COWASJI--c(?«/<f 

Point of order whether a discussion of the Simon Commission’s Report 
IS in order on a Demand for Supplementary Grant for the expenses 
of the Round Table Conference under Miscellaneous ” 50 

(Question re Ordinance against picketing foreign cloth shops 411- 
12 

Question (Supplementary) re action against Congress volunteers 
walking on the Mall, Simla 608 

Resolution re termination of contract of the Assam Bengal Railway. 
376, 687 

JINNAH, Mb M A — 

(Congratulations by to Maulvi Muhammad Yakub on his election 

as President of the Legislative Assembly 31 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for “ Miscel- 
laneous ” )c inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recom- 
mendations ot the Indian Statutory Commission 59-62, 65, 66, 94, 
95, 111, 120, 136, 142, 161, 165, 169,' 180, 181, 193, 200, 201, 218 

Nomination of to the Panel of Chairmen 41 

Point of Older whether a discussion of the Simon Commission’s Report 
IS in order on a Demand for a Supplementary Grant for the expenses 
ot the Round Table Conference under “ Miscellaneous ” 46, 49-50, 

51, 52 

Question (Supplementary) ie disturbance at Peshawar 274-75 
JOSHX, Mr P B — 

Question re — 

Grievances ot Muslims against , Assistant Superintendent of 

Education, Ajmer-Merwara 513. 

Help rendered to the Istimrardar of Pisangan by , Assistant 

Superintendent of Education, Ajmer-Merwara 515 

V^isits paid to schools by , Assistant Superintendent of Educa 

tion, Ajmei-Merwara 516 

K 


KAIKOT— 

(CJuestion re seizure and destruction of food by the police at 

534 

KALKA-SIMLA RAILWAY— 

RAILWAY (S) ” 

KANGRA- VALLEY RAILWAY— 

See ‘‘ RAILWAY (S) ” 

KARTAR SINGH, Sardar/— 

Motion for Adjournment re firing into and violation of the sanctity of 
the Sis-Ganj Gurudwara at Delhi. 564-66. 
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KHAJAULI— 

Question re ^valtmg room at — 283 

KHARAGPUR— 

Question le — 

Grievances of “ A ” Grade apprentices at the — ^ Railway Work- 
shops 320-21 

Pay and accommodation ot Indian apprentices at the Rail- 

A\ay Workshops 119-20 

Reciuitment of Indians as “ ('harge Hands ” in the Railway 

Workshoiis 322-23 

RcMsion of lules toi appientices at the Railway Workshops 

323-24 

Safeguarding of llit intnests ot Indian appientices m the 

Railvay Woikshops 318-19 

Sulisisteiue allowances paid to apprentices m the Railwa^" 

Woikshops 122 

Tiaining ot apprentices at the Railway Workshops 321 

KIKAIUIAI PREMt'llAND, Mr — 

Motion to 1 educe Demand toi Supplemental y Giant for “ Miscei 
laneous ” le inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recom- 
mendations of the Indian Shdutoiy Commission 183-84 

KOHAT— 

Question n lestrietioiis on the use of the Mall, 304-05 

KOREISIIl, Mr A O — 

Oath of Office 2 


L 

LAC CESS BILL— 

See Indian undei “ BILL(S) 

LADY HARDINGE MEDICAL (3)LLEGE— 

Question ie — 

Appointment of Muslims to the and Hospital, New Delhi. 

520 

Discharge of a Muslim girl student from the , New Delhi. 

496 

Discouragement ot Muslim students at the , New Delhi 520 

21 

Ill-health of K Fatima, a Muslim girl student at the New 

Delhi 521-22 

Number ot Muslim students and staff in the and Hospital, 

New Delhi 495 

Number of Muslims and non-Muslims m the and Hospital 

New Delhi 519-20 

Number of students discharged from the , New Delhi. 496. 
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LAllJIU ( HAUDill KY, .Mb D K — 

.Motion for Adjournment if firing into and \iolation of the sanctity < 
the Sis-Ganj (^lllud^\ara at Delhi 563 

Motion to leduee Dmnand foi Supplementary Grant for Misce 
laneous ” h inadeipiate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recor 
mendtitions of the Indian ytatutoiy t'ommission 210-13 

Question (iSuj)i)lementaiy ) tc treatment received by two Gongre 
volunteeis from the Police m Simla 603 

LAilOKP-^ 

Qu<‘s(ion If — 

Diseontniuanee oi summei concession tickets from to Siml 

553-54 

]\Iemhei sliip of tlie Gantfininent Board, — — , of a lessee of cantor 
ment land 326 

LA5IB, .Mu \V S— - 

Discussion of the re])oit of the Public Accounts Committee 20-21 
J.AM)(S) 

Question /e— 

Denied of to i r-seiviee sepovs of Merwara 401 

' - - - lent demanded b\ the Tstimrardai of Pisaiigan 531 

5b‘inl)eiship of tlic ( 'antonment Boaid Leihoie of a lessee of cai 
toninent 326 

Va( ant i)iee(‘s of in New Delhi 509 

LAND BEVKNl E - 

(^iK'stion H — 

Disti ibiition l)\ (loveinment ofheials of li'aficts on the Salt ta 
and 290-91 

KeniJssion of - in the Noi tli-\V(‘st h’lontKU Pio\]n(e 4D 
10 

Cnfaii stati'inents in h'aficts alioiit tin buidin ot — — 291 

liANDlNG GBOCNDS— 

Question k use of Indian by a foieign an si'rvice 414-15 

LATINS 

Qiustion If dispeision with of non-Molent citizens 301-02 

LAW DEGREES— 

Question r( recognised by the Allahabad High Court 413 

LAWLESSNESS— 

Itesolution re outhieak of — — at Dacca. 567-98 
LEAD— 

Question if tendeis for white 477-79 
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LEAFLETS— 

QuesLon )( — 

Distribution bv GovormiRiit officials of on the salt-tax and 

land re\ enue 290-91 

Unfair statement in about the burden ot land revenue 291 

LEAVE— 

Question k apjilied foi In tlie emploj^ees of the Government of 

India Pi ess, Simla 548-49 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY— 

Address b\ Ills Plxeellenev the Viceroy to the Members of the Council 
ot State am] ijie d 1-40 

^Messaite fi om Ills Kvcellemj the Viceioy and Governor General 
apjnoMn^; of the election of MauUi Muhammad Yakub as Piesident 
oi th(‘ dO 

Messaire tiom Ills Eserdlenev the Vicerov and Gov ernor General signi- 
tvin^ his a])juoval of the idection ot Sir llaii Sm^rh Gour as Deputy 
Pn'sideiit ot the 131 

Qmstion n — 

Members ot the a|)ponited to the Cential Bankinjr Inquiry 

Committee 402-08 

\ oter^ in i1h‘ Pisan^an Istiinuui area toi Memlaus ot the 

535 

LEGISLATURE— 

Question x — 

()('eup<ition bv immibem wlnn the is not sitting of houses 

provided for them in Simla 265-66 

Resitjnation of members of as a jirotest against rejiri'ssive 

measures 234 

LESSEE— 

Question ?e membership ot th»‘ Cantonnumt Boaid Lahore, ot a 

of cantonment land 326 

LETTER(S) — 

Question re— 

Contribution to the pi ess ot a on martial law by a military 

officer 415-16 * 

Refusal of postmen in Beiifral to deliver * to niltouchablei 

475 

LETTER BOXES— 

Question re — 

Hours of clearance of in Colaba 503. 

Paucity of in Simla 409 
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LIBRARY— 

Question re — 

Kxeliisioii ot* Muhammadans from the Council of the Imperial 
, Calcutta 252 

\on-emplo> ment of Muhammadans in the Imperial , Calcutta. 

250-52 

LICE VC ES— 

(^luostion le fire arms confiscated and cancelled in the North-West 

Frontici Province 382 

LIGHTS— 

Chiestion /c ]uovision ol electric and fans in the Railway from 

Dohad to Muttra 412-13 

LILLOOAfl— 

Question ic hoiisiu" conditions of workmen at 286 

LINO SECTION-- 

Question m cmiihoi es oi diffeient communities m and Mono sec- 

tion ol the Go\(Mnment of India Press, Simla 551-52 

L1TEHA(’Y -- 

(^inestion ir [)eicenta<re ol amongst different (‘ommnnities 332 

LO(T) FOREMEN— 

QiK'stioii )e appointment oi Indians as , Yaid Contiolleis, Station 

Snpei mtend(*nts on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 552- 
53 

L{jSSES— 

Question n — 

— on the Assam Bengal Railway 303-04 

Uejiorted on the Posts and Telegraphs Department 397 

S(*tting off of against profits foi income-tax purposes 310- 

11 

LUCKNOW— 

Question re — 

Alleged assault by police of '^omen and children in Calcutta, 

Bombay, , etc , in dealing with the Congiess movement 

546-47 

Giicvances of employees in the Division of the East Indian 

Raihvav 423 

LUCKNOW-JAUNPORE RAILWAY— 

“ RAILWAY(S) " 

LUGGAGE— 

Question le — 

^laximuiu ])eualty in respect of excess carried by a railway 

passenger 537 

Penalty payable for carrying unbooked .502 
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MADRAS— 

Question re— 

Appointment ot ajipramers in the Customs Department at — — . 
292-1)6 

Appointment ot Muliammaihiiis a'i Sujiciiiitei deiit'^ of Post Offices 
in 269-70 

Clericdl establishment ot the Coi respondenee Department of the 
Genei<il Post Othee 483-86 ^ 

Clerical establishment ot the Foreign Money Order Dep.irtmen^: 
in the General Post Office 483-84 

Clerieal establishment ot th(‘ High Coiiit i-Jiiildmg^ Post Office 
at — 48 ) 

Clerical establishment ot the Mint Buildings Post Office at 

48 J 

Communal disci imiiiation in the appointment ot Superintendents 
of Post Olhees iii 229 

Congested qiiarteis ot th«' OeiK'ral Po>t Ollfiee Buildings at . 

48()-87 

Halt ot the Giand Trunk Expiess at stations lietween Bezwada 
and 489 


Late anival ot the Grand Tiuiik E\]>iesj at the Central Station, 
488-89 

P<u ot Pre\eritn(‘ Ottieeis of tin* Customs Depaitment. 

637-38 

Postal oltieials doing toieign mail soiling -woik 484-85 

Kuiiiuiig ot a through tram between Delhi and 489-90 

System ot audit in clothing iactories in Shahiahanpiir and . 

‘ 322-24 


Lnsuitable quaiters ot the Mint Buddings Post Office at . 

486 

MADRAS CITY— 

Question le eompenaator\ allo^\<lllce tor postal einplovces in . 

482-83 

MADRAS AND SOLTHERN MAHKATTA RAILWAY— 

See “ RAILWAY(S) ’’ 

IHAGISTRATE(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Treasury Officer and — A^mer 534 

and revenue officers in Ajmer-Merwara 333. 

MAGRA— 

Question re xv retched condition of the — — Post Office 401 
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MAUE81IPUHJ, Mil. GOSWAMI— 

Oath of Office 41 
MAIL(Sj — 

Qiiei^tion u — 

Carnage of between Northern ahd Southern India by the 

through rall^^ay route 491 

Comeyance of by Garrage (Calcutta), Limited 398 

Postal officials doing toieigii sorting work at Madras 484- 

85 

MALADMINISTRATION— 

Question of Education Department in Ajmer-Mervvara 516. 

MALL, THE— 

Question ie — 

Action against Congress volunteers walking on , Simla. 

604-09 

Restrictions on the use of , Kohat 304-05 

MAMA, KHAN BAHADUR, A H — 

Oath of Office 1 

Question )e translation and distribution of the Indian Central Com- 
mittee’s Report 330-31 

MARTIAL LAW— 

Question \e contribution to the Press of a letter on by a military 

officer 415-16 

MECHANK^AL TRANSPORT— 

Ncc “ TRANSPORT ” 

MEDK’AL ATTENDANCE— 

Question re — 

for Governinent servants in Simla and Delhi 409-10 

on Go^ Cl iinicnt eintdoyees iii Simla ’iOo, 506 

MEDICAL CTILLEOE— 

^ee “ COLLEGE (S) ” 

MEMORIAL(S)— 

Question re — 

from the clerical staff of the office of the Diiector General of 

Posts and Telegraphs 673-74 

fiom the office of the Director-General, Indian Medical Ser- 
vice and other Attached offices 425-26 

MERWARA— 

Question )c denial of land to ex-serviee sepoys of 403 
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MESSSAOE(S)— 

from His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General approv- 
ing of the election ot Mauhi Muhammad Yakub as President of 
the Legislative Assembly 30 

from His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General signify- 
ing his approval of the election of Sir Han Smgh Gour, as Deputy 
President of the Legislatue Assembly 151 

MIGRATORY SCHOOL— 

See SCHOOL(S) ” 

MIGRATORY STAFF— 

Question re education ot the children of the of the Government 

of India 303 

MILITARY— 

Question )e — 

Compensation for innocent victims of recent disturbances and 
lecogiiition of sei vices of Police and 286-87 

Siege of Dchra Ismail Klmn by the Police and 408 

MILITARY ACCOUNTANT GENERAL— 

Question re transfer to DivLsional offices of clerks and accountants in 
’s office 672-73 

MILITARY ASSISTANT SURGEON(S)— 

See ASSISTANT SURGEON (S) ’’ 

MILITARY CHIEF CLERK— 

Sec “ CHIEF (T.ERK ” 

MILITARY ENGINEERING SERVU^E— 

Question le confirmation of sub-overseers and Siib-Divisional Officers 
in the 326 

MILITARY OFFK^ER - 

Question re contnh itK n lo tl'c Press of a letter on martial law by a 
415-16 

MlNJSTERlAJi BHANt’ll EXAMINATION— 

See “ EXAMI\ATION(S) ” 

MINORITY (^IMMUNITIES— 

Question te candidates from appointed to the Indian Railway 

Ser\ice of Engineers and the lii<lian Service of Engineers 333 

MINI' BUILDINGS POST OFFKM:— 

Question re — 

(derical establishment of the at Madras 483 

Unsuitable quarters of the at Madm. 486. 
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MI8(jELLAN£OUIS— 

Demand for Supplementary Grant 9, 42 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for ** 

rc — 

Failure to create an atmosphere of peace and goodwill for the 
Round Table Conference and the inadequate and unsatisfactory 
recommendations made by the Simon Commission both from th^ 
point ol view of the country in general and that of the Muslims 
in jiarticular, which will be placed before the Round Table 
Conference 128-33 

Inadeifuate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recommendations 
of the Indian Statutory Commission 42-98, 100-149, 152'222. 

MJfeRA, Mu. 15 N — 

Motion to reduce Deiiian<l tor Supplementary Grants for “ Miscellane- 
ous ” re inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recommen- 
datioiifi of the Indian Statutoiy (Commission 73-75 

Oath of Office 1 
Question re — 

Assaults on Satyagrahis by the Police 233 

CornictioMs under the Salt Act 213 

Discontent and hardship caused b\ duties imposed under the 
Salt Act 233 

Redistribution of areas ot the Oriva-sp(*aking peoples 406-07 

Resignations of Memb(‘rs of Legislatures ns a protest against re- 
pressne measures 234 
M1T(TIELL. Mh D G — 

Mussalman Wakf Validating (Amendment) Bill — 

Consideration of clause 1 469 

.MITRA Mu S 1^- 
Question re — 

Abolition ot the post of Establishment Officer Army Depart- 
ment 504, 505 

Additional duties done b\ the peons of the Go\ernment of India 
Press Simla 549 

An eralt training institutions in India 547 

Allegations against Babu Jawahar Khan, Officiating Assistant 
Manager, Government of India Press Simla 551 

Alleged assault bv jiolice of women and children in Calcutta, 
Bomba\ , Lucknow, etc , in dealing wuth the Congress move- 
ment 546-47 

Amnest^ for political prisoners 240 

Anticipated extra expenditure and fall in revenue as a result of 
the Congress movement 547 
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MITRA, Mr S C —coni d 
Question re-^contd 

Appointment of accountants on railways 496-97 

Appointment of apprentices on the Cfreat Indian Peninsula Rail- 
way 553 

Appointment of businessmen to grazetted posts and to committees, 
commissions, etc .i J()-37 

Appointment of Director-General of Arcliaeology 242 

Appointment of Indians as Loco-Foremen, Yard Controllers, 
Station Supeiintendents on the Great Indian Peninsula Rail- 
way. 552-53 

Arrests under Ordinance No 1 ot 1930 234 

Assignment of policies under the Postal Insuiance Fund 503-04, 

Carrying of heavy bundles by the peons of the Government of 
India Pi ess, Simla 549 

Cases of firing on demonstrators 237-39 

CasliKis 11 ) Government ot India offices 539 

Checking of accounts ot branches m Army Headquarters 507 

Clerical establishments ot the India Ofiice and office ot the High 
Commissioner for India 499-500 

Coal-tarring of Baud Road, New Delhi 509 

Communal repi e^ntation in the Government pf India Offices. 
499 

Condonation of a break in s'UMce for pension 501-02 

Construction of a road betuecui New Delhi and Ramjas and Tibbia 
Colleges 538 

Criminal suits filed bj the New Delhi Municipality against resi- 
dents and shopkeepers in New Delhi 504 

Date of the move of Go\ernment of India offices from New Delhi 
to Simla 507-08 

Detention of attached and subordinate offices in New Delhi 508. 

Detention of Mahatma Gandhi 239-40 

Direet recruitment of chiical staff of certain offices 509-10 

Directory of Gazetted Officers of the Government of India 503. 

Discharge of a clerk by the trustees of the Indian Museum, Cal- 
cutta 229-30 

Discrepaiicie^ found m IBs Excellency the Viceroy’s Press 550. 

Distribution of the money paid by the Indian Railway Confer- 
ence Association to emplo\ eas of the Government of India Press, 
Simla 547-48 

Employees of different eommutiitie^ in' Lino and Mono sections ol 
the Government of India Preas, Simla 551-52 
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MITHA, Mk S V ^<ontd 
Quf*s(joii rt’ — (ontd 

Excessive work at the Government of India Press on &npire 
Day 5521 

fixtPiisionfl of service granted to Archaeological Officer#. 2A2 

Gradation lists for the printing and clerical sections of the Gov- 
ernment of India Press, Simla 549 

Giant oi' house-rent ,md Seeretaiiat rates of pay to clerks of 
Aimy Deadquaiters 504 

Grievances of “ A ’’ Grade a])prentiees at Kharagpur Kailway 
Workshops 520-21 

Gum used on envelo])es made by the Security Printing Press, 
Nasik >37 

Holding ot all highei appointraentH in the Government of Inidia 
l^tess, Simla, l)\ Muharnmadans 549 

Houis of clearance of letter boxes m Colaba. 503. 

Indian isat ion of the superior staff of the Imperial Bank of India. 
491 

Installation of the flush system m all residences m New I> 0 lhL 
508-09 

Inte^vle^^s >Mth Ordinance Internees 285 

Introduction of a provident fund for press employees and amal- 
gamation of certain Government Presses 550 

Lack of unorthodox Hindu tiffin room in the Civil Secretariat 
Buddings at Simla 539-40 

Lavim? on the table ol fnll replies to (piestions to wlnoh nd interim 
replies are given in the first instance 540-41 

Leave a])plied tor by tin* employees ot the Government of India 
Press, Simla 548-49 

Loss of revenue on the Kalka-Simla Raih\a\ due to private road 
motoi coinpetitioii 538-39 

Lou standard of Aichu'ological Reports. 241-42 

MaMnnim penaltv ui respesit of excess luggage carried bv a rail- 
wav passenger 537 

Medical att(*ndaiice on Government employees m Simla 505, 506. 

Migratory school for Simla and New Delhi 539 

“ Murahit ” paint and varnishes 475-77 

Nev\spapers and Presses required to furnish security 236 

Newspapers, etc, required tp furnish security unijer the Pre«a 
Ordinance 541-46 

Newspapers supplied to politmi pri-soners 235. 
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Mli’RA, Mr S C — contd 
Question te — confd 

Number ot employees ol dilfeieiit communities in the Government 
of India Prese, Simla, recnuted during the time of Babu 
Jawahar Khan, officiating Assiatant Manager 550 

Ownership of salt at Dharasaua. 475. 

Pay and accommodation ot Indian apprentices at the Khaiagpur 
Railway Workshops 319-20 

Pay of improvers in the Bengal Nagpur Railway Woikshops. 
322 

Pay of mechanical transport and supply and transport clerks, 
500-01 

Penalty payable for eair^iiig unbooked luggage 502 

Probationary period tor candidates for the Staff Selection Board 
examination in 1920 511-12 

Promotions in the Government of India Press, Simla 551 

Prosecutions for recent political offences 236-37 

ProMsion of a watoi pipe on the platform of the Simla railway 
station 538 

PioMSioii of a zoo and museum m Ne^^ Delhi 506-07 

Piovision of additional accommodation iii Ne'w Delhi for Army 
Headquarters offices 504 

Provision of shower baths iii Government quarters m New Delhi 
508 

Quarteis and house lent foi the peons of the Government of India 
offices 548 

Racial discrimination jn the ivsue of passes on the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway 319 

Recruitment of Indians as “ Charge Hands ” in the Kharagpur 
Railway Workshops 322-23 

Reduction ot the pa> ot thi* Head Clerk of the Indian Museum, 
Calcutta 227-29 

Refusal of permission to Ghnl.im Knsim Khan, (‘x \awab of 'lank 
to reside m tiie North-West Frontier Ptovinec* 167-88 

Refusal of postmen in Beng<d to delner letti*rs to untouchables. 
475 

Republication of Moore’s “ Family ]\redicine ” 537, 

Results of the last ministerial branch examination of the Public 
Service Commission 510 ; 

Revenues of the Indian Musium, Calcutta 226-27 

Revision of rules for apprentices at the Kbai?agpur l^ilway Work- 
shops 323-24 
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MJTKA, Mk 8 C—concld 
Question re — toncld. 

Safeguarding of the interests of Indian apprentices in the Kharag- 
I)Ur Railway Workshops 318-19 

Service for pension of the Assistant Curator Arehieological Sec- 
tion, Indian Museum 243 

Shortage of residential quarters in New Delhi 506 
Staff Selection Board examination of 1920 511 

Subsistence allowances paid to apprentices in the Kharagpur 
Railway Worksliops 322 

Tender for paint n‘nio\er accepted bv the Indian Stores Depart- 
ment 497-99 

Tender for red paint accepted bv the Indian Stoies Department 
497 

Timdeis for white lead 477-79 

Training ot appi entices at the Kharagpur Railwav Workshops 
321 

\\ itlilioldiiig oi tei(‘gianis addressed to tlie Bengal Provincial 
Congiess Committee 240 
\acant j)iec('s of land in New Delhi 509 
Question (Siipplementaiy) ir restoration ol stipends of members af 
tlie (Carnatic family 297 

MITTKR, THE nONOCRABLE Sill BROJENDRA - 
Hindu Cams of Lcaining Bill-- 

Motions to consider and to circulate 457-59 
Con-iKleiatioii of claust* 3 461 

Hindu Widows’ Rigid of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee 471, 472 
MODY, MR H P — 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for “ Miscellani- 
ous ” 7e inadequate and unsat lafactory suggestions and recommen- 
dahons of tiic Indian St.itutory Conamission 160-63, 200 

Question (Supplementary) re Ordinances against picketing foreign 
cloth shops 412 

MONEY - 

Question ie distribution of the paid by the Indian Railway Con- 

f( renee iiVssociation to employees of the Go\ernment of India Press, 
Simla 547-48. 

MONEY OllDER(S)— 

Question /< — 

Clerical establishment of the Foreign Department in the 

Madras General Post OflRee 483-84, 

Eacl. of and jiosfal faeilities m the Digboi Thana 402 
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MONO SECTION (!S) — 

Question employees of diifeient communities in Lino and of 

the Government of India Press, Simla ^51-52 

MOORE— 

Question \e republieation ot ’s “ Family Medicine ” 537 

MOORE, MU AKTIirU— 

Demand for Sii])plem(‘ntary Grant in res])eet ot ‘ Home Depart- 
ment 7 

Motion toi ad)ouriiment te continuation ot lepi c^sue measures in the 
North-West Prontici l^ro\inee 

Question te coiniiensation toi mnoeent Metnns of u*('(*nt disturbances 
and 1 eeoji^nition ot ser\ices of poliee and militar}^ 286-87 

Resolution le — 

Formulation ot a s( lieme of selt-{?overument for India and release 
ot politnal piisoners (>47 

UaihN.n acddeiits 620 

Termination ot th(‘ contiait ot the Assam Ihmgal ILnl-wav 692, 
691 

MOTION FOR AD.IorUXMFNT 
See “ AD.lorUNMFATtS) ” 

MOTORS— 

Question te loss oi re\enn(* on the Kalka-Simla Railway due to private 
load competition FlH 19 

MOVE— 

Question le date ot the -- ~ ot Go\dnment ot India Oftices tiom New 
Delhi to Simla ■)07-()8 

MUHAMMADAN(S)-- 

Question re~ 

Appointment ot as Superintendents of Post Offices in 

Madras 269-70 

Ajipointment ot to the staff of the Zoolof^ical Survey of 

India 2)2-62 

Exclusion of — from the (Anncil of the Impel lal Librsuy, 
Calcutta 252 

Holding of dll highei ap])ointments in the Government of India 
Press, Simla, by 5-1 9 

Increased employment of on the North Western Railway. 

324-25 

Non-employment of ui the Imperial Libra Calcutta. 

2)0-52 

See also “ MrTSLlM(S) ” and “ MHSSALMANfS) 
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MITKERJEE, Mb SAKADINDU- 

Motion to rodnco Demand tor Supplementarv Grant for “ Miacel- 
laneouH ” re inadequate' and unsatisfactory suggestions and recom- 
mendations of the Indian Statutorv (commission 207-10 

Question tc invidious distinetions amon<;>t examinees for selection 
f?rade posts in the Posts and Telegraphs Department 405-06 

Resolution r( outbreak of lawlessness at Dacca 581-84 
Mr\I( IPAL (T)MMI8SIONER(S)~- 
“ (.OMMlSSIONERf.S) ” 

MrXiriPALlTY(TES)- 

Question re qualification^ toi posts of Health (Ifiicers of important 
ports and in linlni 555 

MPNSIII, Mr dEHANGIR 

liesolulion )e outbreak ot lawlessness at Dacca 596 
MlINSlFfS) — 

(JiK'stion if t(‘es elhiiged in tin* court of tlio Ifoiioraiv of Pisan 

gan 552 
MPRARIT- 

Qiiestioii ’ p<init and \arnish 475-77 

MITRDER(S)^ 

Question k of a woman m Ajmer 553-14 

MlUrri ZA SAiiiti Bahaduh, MAITLVI 8AYYTD— 

Motion toi Adjoin iiment h continuation of iepressi\e measuies in 
the \oith-W(‘st Frontier Province 340 

Qin stion fc — 

Appointments m tlu* oftice oi the Fhiet Fontioller of Stores, 
Indian Stoics Depaitment 663-65 

Claims ot existing (|uali(ied candidates to \aeaneies in the Sec- 
ret mat and Attached (Iffices 661-662 

Difbieiiee in tieatnimit between departmental and iioii-depart- 
ni( ntal (andidates tor appointments in the Go\ernment of 
India Secretariat 663 

Flogtrmg ot pii.soneis in Peshawar Jail 665 

Recruitment of Muslims to the Go^e^ument of India Seeretanat 
and Attached Offices 662-63 

Reforms for the North-West Frontier Province 665-71 
Question ( SipiplementaT \ 'i )r restoration of stipends of members of 
the (’Hrnntie famdv 267 

MTTSErM(S) - 
Question K — 

Discharge of a clerk by the trustees of the Indian 

220-30 


, Calcutta, 
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31LJ5£UM(S) — contdL 

Question ie — conid 

Provision of a zoo and in New Delhi oOG-O? 

Reduction ot the pay ot the Ilead Clerk of the Indian , 

Calcutta 227-29 

lie^eniiob ot the Indian — , ('alcutta 226-27 

Service for pension ot the vssistant Curator, Archicological SeC' 
tion, Indian 24 t 

MUSLIM (S)-- 

Motion to 1 educe Deniaiul toi Supplementary Grant for “ Miscellane- 
ous " i(> failure to cieate an .ilmosphere ot peace and j^oodwull for 
th(' Round Talile Confeience <md the inadequate and unsatisfactory 
reconiiiKuidations made b\ tli<‘ Simon (Commission both fiom the 

point ot \ ieA\ ot llie eountix in general and tliat ot the m 

jmiticuiai whieli will be placid betore the Round Table Coiiteience. 
128-:t3 

Question le— 

Aiipointimnit ot in tin* ofiice ot the ('hief Controller of 

Stoie> Indian Stores Department 664-6.) 

Apiiointment ot to the Ladv Ilarduigre Medical College and 

Hospital Now Delhi 720 

Appointment ot — to the office of the I^nvate Secret a r\ to the 
VTeero^ P)l-02 

Discharge ot a gnl student from the Ladv Ilardinge Medical 

(Villege, New Delhi 496 

Diseouragemenf ot stinhnts at the Lady Ilardingi* Afedical 

(College, New Delln 720-21 

Grievances of against Mi P B Joshi, Assistant Supeiiii- 

tendent of Education, Apner-Merwara .713 

Ill-health of K Fatima a giil student at the LacU llardinge 

Medical (_^olIege, New Delhi 721-22 

Numbei of and non- — in tht* Ladv Harding*' Medical 

(^ollege and Hospital N(‘w Delhi 719-20 

Nuinhei of — — students and staff in the Ladv Hardingc* Medical 
' College and Hospital New Delhi 49.7 

Paucity of teacheis m Apner-^Iei w ara .712-13 

Recruitment of to the (lovernment of India Secretariat and 

Attached Offices 662-63 

H€€ also “ MTI11AMMADAN(S> and “ MUSSALMAN(S) ” 
MUSSALMAN(S)-» 

f^uestion re recruitment ot — - m the jiostal service in the United 
Provinces 420 

See.ajiBO “ MIIHAMMADAN(S) ” and “ IVnjSLTM(S) " 
HUSS4IiMAN WAKF VALIDATING (AMENDMENT) BILL— 
ate ^BILLCS) 
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MUTTRA— 

Question rc provision of olectiie lif'hts and fans m the Railway from 
Doliad to 412-ld 


N 


NAIiDlll - 

Question le deliveries from post otTiee 394 

NANO LAL, Dr — 

Bennies Hindu Unueisitv ( AinendnKuit ) Bill — 

Motion to coiisidei Til 
Bombay C’lvil (Mints ( Ximuidment) Bill — 

Motion to consid(‘i UO 
Hindu Gains of lioainiim Bill — 

Illotioiis to (orisi(l(i and to cneiiLite 441*43, 44S, 449, 452, 454 , 
Hindu Widows’ Ki^dit ot Inlieritanee Bill — 

.Motion to iet(*i to Seh'et Committee 472 
Indian Foiest (Amendnumt) Bill — 

^lotion to con.sidei 348 
Motion foi Adjourninmit le — 

Dac()it\ in Akbaipuia town 678-79 

Finnj? into and Molation of the saiietitv ot the !Sis-Ganj Giiruti' 
waia at Delhi ">61-64 

TnMtiiient recened In two Con^iess Volunteeis trom the Police 
in Simla 557-58 

Motion to leduee Demand lor Supplementar> Grant for “ Miscellane* 
ous re inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recommenda* 
tions of the Indian Statutory Commission 56-59 

Mussalmnns Wakf Validating (Amendment) Bill — 

Consideration of clause I 466, 467 
Oath of Office 1 

Point of order that the House is not propeily constituted becauise the 
Chairman cannot preside when the absence of the President is not 
real 28 

Question le — 

Appointment to the Indian Service of Engineers of students oi 
the Thomason Civil Engineering College 410-11, 

Aiiests and couMctions in connection with recent political disturb 
niices 417 

Con\e>aiiee facilities between New and Old Delhi 409 

Discharge from Pulice Semce of Mr Ghnlam Kasim B:haii 
Deputy Supei mteiulent of Police, Peshawar 225-26^ 
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HAND LAL, Db — contd 
Question re — contd. 

Discontinuance of summer concession tickets from Lahore to 
Simla. 668-54 

Medical attendance for Government servants in Simla and Delhi 
409-10 

Overcrowding of third and intermediate class carriages on the 
North Western Railway 408-09. 

Paucity of letter boxes in Simla 409 

Siege of Dehra Ismail Khan by the police and military 408 
Question (Supplementary) re — 

Agenda for the Round Table Conference 279. 

Communal representation in the Government of India Offices 
499 

Deplorable sanitary conditions of Ajmer and Beawar due to lack 
of Government grants 494 

Disturbance at Peshawar 274 

Establishment of Girls’ High School at Peshawar 388. 

Low degrees recognised by the Allahabad High Court 413 
Ordinance against picketing foreign cloth shops 412 
Prosecutions for recent political offences 237 
Redistribution of areas of the Oriya speaking peoples 407 

Remission of land revenue in the North-West Frontier Province 
419 

Resolution re — 

Outbreak of lawlessness at Dacca 680-81. 

Railway accidents 614-17 
NASIK— 

Question re gum used on envelopes made by the Security Printing 
Press, 637. 

NEEMUCH— 

Question re absence of Mr Augier from meetings of the Cantonment 
Board, 305-06 

J^EGOTIABIiE INSTRUMENTS (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL— 
See “ BILL(S) ” 

NEHAL SINGH, Me.— 

Oath df Office. 80 
Question re — 

fimn jdjfferent classes of pj^engers on the East Indian 
Railway 3^-33^ 


LllOPB(LA) 



74 


INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


NEHAL SINGH, IVIr — contd 

Question re — contd 

Percentage of literacy amongst different comraiiiiities 332 

Que>stioii (Supplementary) re treatment received by two congress 
volunteers trom the Police in Simla 604 

NEOGY, Mb K 0 -~ 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for Miscel- 
laneous re inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recom- 
mendations of the Indian Statutory Commisision 132-60, 180, 181, 
182 

Question ( Supplementai’y) re — 

Action against Congress volunteers walking on the Mall, Simla 
606, 607 

Treatment leecuved by two congress volunteers from the Police 
in Simla 602, 604 

Resolution re outbreak of lawlessness at Dacca 567-69, 570-74, 590, 
593-97 

NEW DELHI— 

Question ie — 

Appointment of Muslims to the Lady Hardinge Medical College 
and Hospital, 520 

Coal-tarring of Baird Road, 509 

Construction of a load between and Ram 3 as and Tibbia 

Colleges 538 

Conveyance facilities between and Old Delhi 409 

Criminal suits filed by the Municipality against residents 

and shopkeepers in 504 

Date ot tlie move ot Government of India offices from to 

Simla 507-08 

Detention of Attached and subordiuate offices m 508. 

Disehaige of a Muslim girl student from the Ijady Hardinge 
Medical (^olleiic, 496 

Discouragement of Muslim students at the Lady Hardinge Medi- 
cal College, 520-21 

Ill-health of K Fatima, a Muslim girl student at the Lady 
Hardinge IMedical Collet, 521-22 

Installation of the flush system m all residences in 508-09. 

Migialory school foi Simla and 539 

N umbel of Muslim students and staff in the Lady Hardingd 'Medi- 
cal College and Hospital, 495 

Numbei of IMuslmis and non-MusLms in the Dady Hardinge Medi- 
cal College and Hospital, ^ 519-20. 
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NEW DELIII--c(wi(Z 
Question re — contd 

Number of students discharged from the Lady Hardinge Medical 
College, 496 

Provision of a zoo and museum in 506*07 

Provision of additional accommodation m for Army Head- 

quarters offices 504 

Provision of shower baths in Government quarters in 508 . 

Shortage of residential quarters in 506 

Terminal tax on goods entering 284 

Vacant pieces of land in 509 

NEWSPAPER (S) — 

Question re — 

and Pi esses required to furnish security 236 

, etc , required to furnish security under the Press Ordi- 
nance 541-46 

required to deposit security 276 

supplied to political prisoners 235, 481 

NOMINATION(S) — 

for the election of the Deputy President 70-72 

to the Penal of Chairmen 41 

NON-VIOLENT CITIZENS^ 

See “ CITIZENS ” 

NORMAL SCHOOL, AJMER^ 

Question re results and teachers of the 516-17. 

NORTH-WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE— 

Motion for Adjournment re continuation of repressive measures in 
the 333-42 

Question re — 

Arrests for political offences m the 379 

Arrests of members of political committees in the 380 

Establishment of a high school for girls m the 418 

Fire-arms confiscated and licmices cancelled in the 882 

Recruitment of heads of Departments in the North-West Frontier 
Province 420 

Reforms for the 665-71 

Refusal of permission to Ghulam Kasim Khan, ex-Nawab of Tank 
to reside in the 487-88 ' ^ 

Remission of land revenue m the — r-., 418-19. 

Reported wholesale arrests in the . 479 ^ 

Statement (laid on the table) by Sir Prank Noyce regar ding appear- 
ance of counsel in the Court of the Revenue C6mmiasion^ 609-10. 
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NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY— 


See “ RAILWAY(S) 

INDIA— 

Question / e carnage of mails between and Southern India by the 

through railway route 4S11 

Sir prank— 

Benares Hindu University (Amendment) Bill — 

Mcfion lor leave to introduce 41-42 
Motion to consider 350, 354, 358-60 
Motion to pass 360 

Motion for the election of Members to the Governing Body of the 
Indian Reseaicb Fund Association 151-52 

vlcmenf (laia on the table) by re — 

Appearance o-f Counsel in the court of the Revenue Commissioner, 
, North-West Frontier Province, 609-10 

, Introduction of an elective element in the Peshawar Municipal 

Committee 2 

NURSES— 

Question tc siiecial allowance paid to certain m Burma 416. 

O 

OATH OF OFFICE— 

Aiyangar, Mr C V Venkataramana 27 

Ayyar, Mr N A Natesa 1 

Badri Narain, Mr 1 

Bajpai, Mr G S 1 

Bajpai; Mr. R. S 1 

Bhattacharya, Pandit BP 27 

Bhore, The Honouiable Sir Joseph 1. 

Brg Kishore, Lala 30 
Budh Perkash, Mr 1 
Buss, Mr. L. C. 1 
Chuni Dal, Pandit 1 
Dutt, Mr G S 2 
Dwe, U 1 

Koreishi, Mr A 0 2 

Maheshpuri, Mr Goswami 41. 

Mama, Khan Bahadur A H. 1. 

^ista, Jjir, B N. 1. 





OATH OF OFFICE--^on^d 
Nand Lai, Dr. 1 
Nehal Smgh, Mr 30 
Panna Lai, Rai Bahadur Lala 1 
Patil, Rao Bahadur DR 1 
Pillai, Mr A A 2 
Raghuber Singh, Mr 1 
Ramji, Rao Sahib B 1 
Ranga, Mr N G 1 
Ranmalsmhji, Sardar J 1 
Sahi, Mr Lai Narendra Pratap 1 
Sams, Mr H A. 1 
Mr S C 99. 

Sen, Mr U N 27 
Sorley, Mr H T 27 
Stodart, Mr J C 2 
Studd, Ml E 1 
Tij] Tut, Mr 1 
Turner, Mr AC 2 
OFFENCES— 

Question re — 

Arrests of political in the North-West Frontier' Province 

379 

Prosecutions for recent political 236-37 

OFFICERS— 

Question re directory of gazetted of the Government of Ii^dia 

503 

OFFICIALS— 

Question re grants made to recreation clubs of postal and teUgtingk 
399-400 

OIL— 

IgJy^afstjon rs revani^e di^rived from petrol apd m Aa&w 402. 

OPIUM INQUIRY— 

Question re 288 

OPIUM SMOKING— 

Question re prohibition of 281-32 

ORDINANCE (S)— 

Question re — 

Newspapers, etc., required to furnish security under th|5 
541-46 

against picketing foreign cloth shops 411-Ki 
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ORDINANCE INTERNEES— 

Question re interviews with 235 

ORDINANCE NO I OP 1930— 

Question re arrests under 234 

ORDINANCE NO III OP 1930— 

Question re legality of 494-95 

ORIYA-SPEAKING PEOPLES— 

Question re redistribution ol areas of the 406-07 

OVERCROWDING— 

Question re — 

of third and in tei mediate class carriages on the North West- 
ern Railway 408-09 

of third class carnages 314-15 

of third class carnages on the Madras and Southern Mali- 

ratta Railway 290 

of through tlurd class carnages by Indian sepoys 490 

OVERSEERS— 

Question re ruffianly attacks on postmen and runners 400 01 

P 

PACKAGES— 

Resolution re Convention concerning the marking of weight on heavy 
transported b\ vessels 365 

PADDY— 

Question re prices obtaining for and quantities exported and 

imported 287-89 

PAINT(S)— 

Question re — 

** Murabit and varnish 475-77 

Tender for remover accepted by the Indian Stores Depart- 

ment 497-99 

Tender for red accepted by the Indian Stores Department 

497 

PANEL OF CHAIRMEN— 

Nominations to the 41 

PANNA LAL, Lala Rai Bahadttk — 

Oath of Office. 1 
Qnestion re — 

Action against Congress volunteers walking on the Mall, Simla. 
604-09 
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FANNA LAL, Lala Rai Bahadur — contd. 

Question re — contd 

Advancement of the glass industry in India 316* 

Appointment of Advisory Boards of civilians m cantonments. 
331 

Appointment of Assistant Secretaries m cantonments 330 

Appointment of Inclians as Assistant Storekeepers in arsenals 
317-18 

Appointments and promotions on the Eastein Bengal Railway 
316-17 

Ban by Persia on the import of Indian goods 324 * 

Complicated income-tax returns 308 

Confirmation of sub-overseers and Sub-Di\isional Officers in the 
Military Engineering Service 326 

Conservanc}^ tax in ('avnpore Cantonment 327 
Demolition of a temple in Hissar 677-78 
Determination ot a^ses'^able income 309. 

Determination of the profits of petty traders for income-tax pur- 
poses 309-10 

Disabilities of business men under the Income-tax Act 311 
Discharge of certain Cantonment Fund employees 328 
Expenditure on the Kangra Valley Railway 325 

Government circulars interjireting the Cantonment Act and rules 
thereunder 329-30 

Hardship of business men making income-tax returns 308-09 

Increased employment ol Muhammadans on the North Western 
Raih\ay 324-25 

Membership of the Cantonment Board, Lahore, of a lessee of 
cantonment land 326 

0\erci owciing of third class railway carnages 314-15 

Payment of counsel to (bdcnrl soldiers and officers court- 
martialled 327-28 

Provision of Advisory Boards for Railways 313-14 
Railway passes issued to suboidinate railway employees. 312. 
Rebate on goods despatched to Afghanistan 324 
Rebate on trafiic to Afghanistan. 299. 

Recommendations of the Tariff Committee. 317 
Refund of railway freight overcdiarged 313 

Re-impositioii of a professional tax m Risalpore Cantonment 
331-32 

Reported terrorisation in Ambala Cantonment. 327 
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PANNA LAL, Lala Rai Bahadur — contd. 

Question re — contd 

Repiesejitation of the All-India Cantonments’ Association at the 
Round Table Conference 311-12 
Representation submitted by the Risalpore Cantonment Bazaar 
Association 332 

Setting off of losses against profits for income-tax purposefB. 
310-11 

Tenders for the supply of railway stores 315-16 
Trade Commissioners sent to foreign countries 300 
Treatment received by two Congress volunteers from the police in 
Simla 601-04 

PARK STREET— 

Question re installation of a tele-printer at the Telegraph Office, 

Calcutta 394-95 

PARSONS, Mr. A A L — 

Resolution tc termination of contract of the Assam Bengal Railway. 
371, 374, 685 

Statement (laid on the table) by re Hydro-Electric power sup- 

plied foi the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 34243 

PASS(ES)— 

Question ie — 

Racial discrimination in the issue of on the Bengal Nagpur 

Railway 319 

Rail and steamei for Postal Superintendents and Inspectors 

397-98 

Railway issued to subordinate railway employees 312 

PASSENGER(S)— 

Question re — 

Earnings from different classes of on the East Indian Rail- 

way 332-33 

Maximum penalty in respect of excess luggage carried by a rail- 
way — — . 537 

PATENTS AND DESIGNS (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

8ee '' Indian ” under ‘‘ BILL(8).” 

PATEL, Rao Bahadur DR — 

Benares Hindu University (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 42 
Hindu Gams of Learning Bill- 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 458. 

Hindu Widows’ Right of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 472-73 





PATEL, Rao Bahadur D. R — contd, 

Moti^ to redace Dewaad for Supplementary Grant for Miaedlane- 
0U8 " re inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recommen- 
dations of the Indian Statutory Commission 205-06 

Oath of Office 1 

Resolution re formulation of a scheme of self-Govemment for India 
and release of political prisoners 632-33, 634-35 

PAY— 

Question re — 

Extra for postal officials 284-85 

Grant of house rent and secretariat rates of to clerks of 

Army Headquarters 504 

and accommodation of Indian apprentices at the Kharagpur 

Railway Workshops 319-20 

and allowances of British warrant officers 246-47 

of extra Departmental Agents in certain Post Offices in 

Bengal 400 

of improvers m the Bengal Nagpur Railway Workshops, 

322 

of Mechanical Transport and Supply and Transport clerks 

500-01 

of Preventive officer'r. of the Madras Customs Department 

657-58 

of railway accountants 249. 

of the subordinate staff of the office of the Director General 

of Posts and Telegraphs 674-76 

Reduction of the — — of the Head Clerk of the Indian Museum, 
Calcutta 227-29 

PENALTY(IES)— 

Question re — 

Maximum in respect of excess luggage carried by a railway 

passenger 537 

payable for carrying unbooked luggage 602 

PENSION— 

Question re condonation of a break in service for 501-02. 

PEON(S)— 

Question re — 

Additional duties done by the of the Government of India 

Press, Simla 549 

Qarry^ng of heavy bundles by the of the Government of 
India Press, Simla. 549 

Quarters and house rent for the of the Government of India 

Offices 548 
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PEBSIA— 

Question re ban by on the import of Indian goods 524. 

PBSHAWAR- 
QuestioiJ re — 

Action taken againat certain Municipal Commissioners of 

380 

Alleged pledges given by Sir Norman Bolton at 417-18 

Burning and occupation by soldiers of certain offices of political 
bodies in 380-81 

Discharge from the Police Service of Mr Ghulam Kasim Khan, 
Deputy Superintendent of Police, 225-26 

Disturbances at 273-76. 

Establishment of a GirPs High School at 383-88 

Firing at a fiinerul procession in 418 

Flogging in the jail 382-83. 

Flogging of prisoners in 665 

Report of inqmrv into the incidents at 480-81 

Shooting accident in Peshawar 677 

Shooting of certain members of the family ot Sardar Ganga 
Singli in 383 

Under-trial prisoners in the Port 379 

PESHAWAR INQUIRY COMMITTEE— 

Question re report of the 660 

PESHAWAR MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE— 

Statement (laid on the table) by Sir Prank Noyce re introduction of 
an elective element into the 3 

PETROI^ 

Question le — 

Additional duty on and abolition of toll gates 291-92 

Revenue derived from and oil in Assam 402 

PHAGLI— 

Question re clerks’ quarters at ■, Simla 283 

PHTHISIS— 

Question re amongst the staff of the Howrah Post Office 396-97, 

PICKETING— 

Question re Ordinance against — foreign cloth shops 411-12 
PILLAI, Mr A A — 

Oath of Office 2 
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PIPE— 

Quedtion re provisions of a water on the platform of the Simla 

railway station 538 

PISANGAN— 

Question re — 

Complaints against the Istimrardar of 526-27, 528-29, 530, 

531-32 

Exaction of money from his tenants by the Istimrardar of 

525-26 

Extortion of arbitrary cesses from tenants by the Istimrardar of 
530-31 

Pees charged m the court of the Honorary Munsif of 532 

Help rendered to the Istimrardar of by Mr P B Joshi, 

Assistant Superintendent of Education, Ajmer-Merwara 515 

Lack of English teaching at the vernacular secondary school 

514-15 

Land rent demanded by the Istimrardar of 531 

Non-acceptance of a telegram of complaint against the Istimrar- 
dar of 529-30 

Visit of the Assistant Commissioner of Agmer-Merwara to 

527-28 

Voters in the Istimrari area for members of the Legislative 

Assembly 535 

PLATFORM (S) — 

Question ?€ provisions of a water pipe on the of the Simla rail- 

way station 538 

PLEDGES— 

Question re alleged gi\en by Sir Norman Bolton at Peshavar 

417-18 

POINT OP ORDER— 

Raised by Dr Nand Lai that the House is not properly constituted 
because the Chairman cannot preside when the absence of the 
Deputy President is not real 28 

Ruled out of order 28 

Raised by Mr. C S Ranga Iyer whether an Honourable Member is in 
order in referring to some private conversation he had with s>me 
private authority outside 88 

Raised by Mr M A Jinnah and others whether a. discussion of the 
Simon Commission’s Report is in order on a Demand for a Supple- 
mentary Grant for the expenses of the Round Table Conference 
under Miscellaneous 43-51 

Raised by Mr. R S Sarma whether repetition of a joke is m order. 

112 . 

See also RULINGS.^^ 
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POLICK— . i 

Motion for Adjournment rs treatment received by two Congress 
volunteers from the in Simla 554^0. 

Question re — 

Allegations against the Ajmer 533 

Alleged assault by — — of women and children in Calcutta, 
Bombay, Lucknow, etc , in dealing with the Congress move- 
ment 546-47 

Assaults on Batyagralns by the 233 

(Compensation for innocent victims of recent disturbances and 
recognition of seiviee.s of and military 286-87 

Seizure and destruction of food by the at Kairot 534 

Siege of Debra Ismail Khan by the and military 408 

Treatment receued by two Congress volunteers from the in 

Simla 601-04 

POLK^E SERVICE— 

Question re discharge from the of Mr Ghulam Kasim Khan, 

Deputy Superintendent of Police, Peshawar 225-26 

POLICIES— 

Question re assignment of under the Postal Insurance Fund 

503-04 

POLITICAL BODIES— 

Question te burning and occupation by soldiers of certain offices of 
in Peshawar 380-81 

POLITICAL COMMITTEE (S)— 

COMMITTEE(S) 

POLITICAL DISTURBANCES— 

See DISTURBANCES ’’ 

POLITICAL OFFENCES— 

See “ OFFENCES 
POLITICAL PRISONER(S)— 

See “ PRISONERS ’’ 

PORTS— 

Question re qualifications for poets of Health Officers of important 
and municipalities in India 55$. 

POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH OFFICIALS— 

Question re grants made to recr»aiion dubs of — 399-400, 
l^OSTAL DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Appointment of selection grade supervisors for 1961 

Lowest selection grade examination of the 485 > 
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POSTAL DBPARTMENT---con(d. 

Question re — contd. 

Promotions in tho 243-46 

Eestriction of recruitment in the , Bombay 297 

Thne test for the 302 

POSTAL EMPLOYEE(S)~ 

“ EMPLOYEE (S) ” 

POSTAL FACILITIES— 

Question re lack of money order and in the Digboi Thana 402 

POSTAL INSPECTORS— 

Qtlestion re rail and steamer passes for Postal Superintendents and 
397-98 

POSTAL INSURANCE FUND— 

Question re assignment of policies under the . 503-04 

postal OFFICIALS— 

Question re — 

Extra pay for 284-85 

doing foreign mail sorting work at Madras 484-65 

i^OSTAL SERVICE— 

Question re recruitment of Mussalmans in the in the United 

Provinces 420 

POSTAL SIJPElilNTENDENT(S)— 

Question re railway and steamer passes for and Inspectors 

397-98 

POSTMEN— 

Question re — 

Grant of an allowance to in Delhi for the delivery of foreurn 

mails 302 

Refusal of in Bengal to deliver letters to untouchable 5 

475 

Ruffianly attacks on overseers, and runners 400-01 

POST OFFICE (S)— 

, Question re — 

Appointment of Muhammadans as Superintendent of in 

Madras 269-70 

Appointment of probationary Superintendents of 518-19 

Clerical establishment of the Cottespondence DeDartmenf of thp 
Madras General . 485-86. 

. ' ^blififen»ent of tlie FbWign Money Order Department 

in Ae Madras General 483-84 



86 


INDEX TO LEGIfiJUXTIVB >4SaEMBEY DEBATES. 


POST OFFICE (S)—con^d 
Question re — contd 

Clerical establishment of the High Court Buildings at 

Madras 483 

Clerical establishment of the Mint Buildings at Madras. 

483 

Communal discrimination in the appointment of Superintendents 
of in Madras 229 

Congested quarters oi the General buildings at Madras. 

486-87 

Hardships of Savings Bank clerks 401 

Pay of Extra Departmental Agents m certain in Bengal. 

400 

Selection grade posts of Accountants and Assistant Accountants 
in Head 407-08 

Unsuitable quaiteis of the Mint Buildings Madras 486. 

POST OFFICE CASH CERTIFICATES— 

Question re 420-21 

POST OFFICE EMPLOYEES— 

See EMPLOYEES 
POST OFFICE SAVINGS 13 AxNK (S)— 

See SAVINGS BANKS ” 

POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Sikhs in the Accounts Offices. 676-77 

Memorial from the clerical staff of the office of the Director 
General, 673-74 

Pay of the subordinate staff of the office of the Director General 
of 674-76 

Reduction of staff of tlie office of the Director General of . 

674 

POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Invidious distinctions amongst examinees for selection grade posts 
in the 405-06 

Reported loss on the 397. 

PRESIDENT, Mr — 

Election of the 27-29. 

Message fi'om Ills Excellency the Viceroy approving of the election 
of MauKi Muhammad Yakub ak of the Legislative Assembly. 
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PBBSIDBNT, MB.--con^d. 

Remarks by while disallowing the Motion for Adjournment re 

continuation of repressive measures in the North-West Frontier 
Province 340-42 

Reply by to the congratulations offered to him on his election as 

President of the Legislative Assembly 31*32 

PRESS(ES)— 

Question re — 

Additional duties done by the peons of the Government of India 
, Simla 549 

Allegations against Babu Jawahar Khan, officiating Assistant 
Manager, Government of India , Simla 551 

Carrying of heavy bundles by the peons of the Government of 
India , Simla 549 

Contribution to the of a letter on martial law by a Military 

Officei 415-16 

Discrepancies found m His Excellency the Viceroy’s . 550 

Distribution of the money paid by the Indian Railway Confer- 
ence Association to employees of the Government of India , 

Simla 547-48 

Employees of diffeient communities m Lino and Mono sections 
ot the Government ot India , Simla 551-52 

Excessive work at the Government of India on Empire day. 

552 

Gradation lists for the printing and clerical section of the Gov- 
ernment of India , Simla 549 

Grievances of certain employees of the East Indian Railway 

of Howrah and Calcutta 390-92, 393 

Grievances of ceitain employees of the Eastern Bengal Railway 
388-90, 393 

Grievances of certain employees of the Government of India , 

Calcutta 392-93 

Gum used on envelopes made by the Security Printing , 

Nasdt 537 

Holding of all highei appointments in the Government of India 
, Simla, by Miihanimailans 549 

Introduction of a provident fund for employees and amal- 
gamation of certain of Government 550. 

Leave applied for by the employees of the Government of India 
Simla, 548-49. 

Newspapers and required to furnish secui‘ity 236 

Number of employees of different communities in the Government 

of India , Simla, recruited during the time of Babu 

Jawahar Khan, officiating Assistant Manager 550. 

Promotion m the Government of India , Simla 551 
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PRE8b ORDINANCE— 

Qupfetion re newspapers, etc , required to furnish security under the 
54146. 

PREVENTIVE OFFICERS— 

Question ie pay of of the Madras Customs Department 657-58 

PRICES- 

Question re obtaiiiinef tor padd> and quantities exported dud im- 

ported 287-99 

f'litNTINO SECTION— 

Question re gradation lists for the and clerical section of the 

Government of India Press, Simla 549 

PRISONER (8)— 

Question re — 

Amnesty for political 234 

Flogging of in Peshawar 665 

Newspapers siqiplied to political 235, 481 

Under-trial m the Peshawar Fort 379 

Resolution te formulation of a scheme ot self -Government for India 
and release of political 625-55. 

PRISONS (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See BILL(S) ” 

PRIVATE SECRETARY TO THE VICEROY, OFFICE OF THE— 

Question re appointment of Muslims to 491-92 

PRIVIES— 

Question re improvement of m third class railway carnages 

281 

PROBATIONARY PERIOD— 

Question re for candidates for the Staff Selection Board examina- 
tion in 1920 511-12 

PROFESSIONAL TAX— 

See “ TAX(ES) 

PROFITS— 

Question re — 

Determination of the of petty traders for income-tax pur- 

poses 309-10 

Setting off of losses against f<>r income-tax purposes. 310-11 

PROMOTION(S)— 

Question re-*- ' 

in the Army 247. 

in the Governmeitt oiilMlii Prftss, Sitela 561 
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PROPAGANDA— 

Question re Congress amongst trans-border tribes 481 

PROSBCUTION(S)— 

Question re — 

for the recent political offences 236-37 

under the Child ^Marriage Restraint Act 536 

PROVIDENT FUND(S)— 

Question ? e introduction ot a for press employees and amalgama- 

tion ot ceitain Government Pi esses 550 

PROVIDENT FUNDS (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

^ee “ BILL(S) ” 

PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS— 

Question re tenure of office of Members of 268 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE— 

Discu'soioii of the Report of the 12-26 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION— 

Question re — 

Admission of certain retienched clerks to the clerical examina 
lion of the 660-61 

Employment ot Burmans on the 269 

Results of the last ministerial branch examination of the . 

510 

Strength and communities of employees m the office of the . 

517 

Q 

QUALIFICATIONS— 

Question ie for the post of Health Officers of important ports 

and municipalities in India 553 
QUARTER(S)— 

Question re — 

Charge for electric installation in of Mibtary Assistant Sur- 

geons 416 

Clerks* at Phagli, Simla 283 

Congested of the General Post Office Buildings at Madras 

486-87. 

and house rent for the peons of the Qoyernznent of India 

Offices 548 

Provision of shower baths in Government in New Delhi. 

508. 


L110PB(LA) 
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q\JAnTEB(H)—(ontd 
Question re — contd 

bhoi Uge oi residential in New Delhi 506 

i li'suitaliJc of the Mint Buildings Post Office at Madras 

486 

QUESTIONS— 

Question 7e laying on the Table of full replies to to which ad 

interim replies are given in the first instance 540-41 

B 

RACIAL DISCRIMINATION— 

Question re — 

in the admission of cycles in arsenals 247 

in the issue of passes on the Bengal Nagpur Railway 319 

RAFIQIJE, Mr. MUHAMMAD— 

Question re — 

Accountants undei the Financial Commissioner of Railways 
249-50 

Allowances of railway accountants 248 

Appointment of Muhammaddns to the staff of the Zoological Sur- 
vey of India 252-62 

Exclusion of Muhammadans from the Council of the Imperial 
Library, Calcutta 252 

Non-empl()\ ment of Muhammadans m the Imperial Library, 
Calcutta 250-52 

Pay of railwmy accountants 249 
VGHUBER SINGH, Mb.— 

Oath of Office 1 

Resolution re formulation of a scheme of self-Governraent for India 
and release of political prisoners 651 

RAHIMTULLA, Mr FAZAL IBRAHIM— 

Motion foi Adjournment re continuation of repressive measures in 
the North-West Frontier Province 336-37 
Question re qualifications for posts of Health Officers of important 
ports and municipalities in India 553 
Resolution le termination of the contract of the Assam Bengal Rail- 
680-82 

RAID— 

Question re the armed — -r- at Chittagong. 270-71 
KAIL— 

QiSiestibii re and steamer paasea for Postal Superintendents and 

Inspectors 397-98 
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RAILWAY (S) — 

Assam Bengal — 

Question ie losses on the 303-04. 

Resolution re teimmation of contract of the 366-77, 679-96 

Bengal and North Western — 

Question re purchase of the 231-32 

Bengal Nagpui — 

Question rc — 

Pay of improvers in the Worl^shops 322 

Eacial discrimination in the issue of passes on the 319 

Bomba}, Baroda and Central Ind,ia — 

Queslion re fire m the carriage shop. Ajmer 532 

Broad Gauge — 

Question le ojiening of a between Jakhal and Sirsa 286 

Chakia-Sudhwalia — 

Question t e consti uction of the 298 

Dibru-Sadiya — 

Question re loss of life on the line 401-02 

East Indian — 

Question re — 

Appointment of Indians as Goods Inspectors on the 262-63. 

Appointment of Indians as Station Masters of first class stations 
on the . 263 

Earnings from different classes of passengers on the 

332-33 

Grie\ances of certain employees of the Presses of Howrah 

and Calcutta 390-92, 393 

Grievances of employees in the Lucknow Division of the 

423 

Recruitment of “ A ” giade guards on the 263-64 

Eastern Bengal — 

Question re — 

Appointments and promotions on the . 316-17 

Grievances of certain employees of the Press 388-90, 893 

Great Indian Peninsula — 

Question re — 

Appomtment of apprentices on the 553. 

Appointment of Indians as Loco-Poremen, Yard Controllers, 
Station Supenntendents on the — 552r68. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr A. A. L. Parsons fe Hydro- 
Electric power supplied for the . 342-43 
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RAILWAY (8)— 

Kalka-Simla — 

Question re loss of revenue on the due to private road motor 

competition. 538-39 

Kangra Valley — 

Question )e expenditure on the 325 

Lucknow- J aunpore — 

Question ie the 298 

Madras and ISouthcrn Maluatta — 

Question re — 

Ovorciowdiiig ot tlnid class carriages on the 290 

Provision of bettcu t\ i)e carriages for through ser\ice on the — 
and South Indian Railway 490 

North Western — 

Question re — 

Increased employment ot Muhammadans on the 324-25 

Injustice to loeallv lecruited Commercial Superintendents on the 
280-81 

Overcrowding of third and intermediate class carriages on the 
408-09 

Question re — 

Accountants under the Financial Commissioner of 249-50 

Appointment of accountants on 496-97 

Carnage of mails between Northern and Southern India by the 
through route 491 

Construction of a between Ilazanbagh Road station and 

Ilazaribagh town 298 

Issue of cheap return tickets on 301 

Provision of Ad\isory Boards for 313-14 

Provision of electric lights and fans in the from Dohad to 

Muttra 412-13 

connection between Burma and Siam 268 

Resolution re accidents 599, 611-25 

South Indian — 

Question re provision of better type carriages for through service on 

the Madras and Southern Mahratta and 490 

State — 

Question /e amalgamation of — — 264-65 

RAILWAY ACCOUNTANT (S)— 

See “ ACCOUNTANT (S) ” 
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RAILWAYS (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Indian ” under “ BILL(S) 

RAILWAY BRIDGE— 

See “ BRIDGE(S) ’’ 

RAILWAY CARRIAGES— 

See ‘‘ CARRIAGE (S) ’’ 

RAILWAY CLEARING ACCOUNTS OEPICE— 

Question ?e supersession of clerks in the 284 

RAILWAY CONFERENCE ASSOCIATION — 

See “ INDIAN ” 

RAILWAY EMPLOYEES— 

See “ EMPLOYEES ’’ 

RAILWAY FREIGHT— 

Question )c refund of — ~ o\ercharged 313 
RAILWAY PASSENGERS— 

Sec PASSENGER(S) ” 

RAILWAY PASSES— 

See “ PASSES ” 

RAILWAY SERVICES— 

Question 7e minimum ediieational qualifications required for . 

263 

RAILWAY SERVICE OF ENGINEERS— 

See^^ INDIAN 

RAILWAY STORES— 

See STORES ” 

RAILWAY WORKSHOPS— 

See “ WORKSHOP (S) 

RAINY, The Honourable Sir GEORGE — 

Congratulations by to Maiihi Muhammad Yakub on his election 

as President of the Legislative Assembly 30-31 

Indian Lac Cess Bill — 

Presentation of the Report of Select Committee 3. 

Motion to consider 343-44 
Motion to pass 344 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for “ MiSicellane- 
ous te inadequate and unsatisfactory sug^tions and recom- 
mendations of the Indian Statutory Commission. 190, 216-21 

Point of order whether a discussion of the Simon Commission's Report 
IS in order on a Demand for a Supplementary Grant for the ex- 
penses of the Round Table Conference under ** Miscellaneous 
44, 45-46v 5M2. 
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RAINY, Tiue Honourable Sir GEORGE — conid 
Resolution le — 

Convention concerning the marking of weight on heavy packages 
transported by vessels 365 

Convention for protection of workers against accidents 361, 
363-64 

Foi m'llation of u sclieme of Self-Government for India and le- 
lease of political pi isoners 643, 648-51 

Railway accidents 612, 622-25 

Termination of contract of the Assam Bengal Railway 366-70 

Statement ot Business In 99 

RAJAH, Rao Bahadur M C — 

Question te — 

Cainage of ni.itls between Northein and Southern India bv the 
lluoiigli railviu route 491 

Halt of the Giaud Trunk Expiess at stations between Bezwada 
and Madras 4S0 

Ldte ai rival of tlu' (hand Trunk Express at the Central Station, 
Mmlras 488-S9 

Overcrowding of thiough third class cairiages by Indian sepoys 
490 

PiOMs’on of bettei tvpe carnages for through service on ilie 
MadjriS and Soutluun Mahratta and South Indian Railways 
190 

i'roMSKni of bulTet cats in the Grand Trunk Express 490 
Running of a thiougli tram betw^een Dellii and Madras 489-90 
RAMJAS (9)].LEGE-- 

Question if provision of a load between New Delhi and and 

Tibbia College 538 

RAMJI, Rao Sahib B — 

Oath of Office 1 

Resolution 7e formulation of a scheme of self-Government for India 
and release of political prisoners 641-43 

RANGA, iMr N G — 

Hindu Cams of Learning Bill — 

^Motions to consider and to circulate 459 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for MiscoHane- 
ous ” re inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recom- 
mendations of the Indian Statutory Commission 137-42. 

Oath of Office 1. > 

Question re — 

Additional duty on petrol and abolition of toll giiteo. ^1-92 
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RANGA, Mr, N. 

Quefetjon re--^ii^d 

Effect of the new cotton duties on the handloom industry, ^9;^ 
Export duly on ric<" 287 

Disabilities of a.ssisted immi^ants from South Africa 290 

Disliibutioii by Goveinment officials of leaflets on the Salt tax 
and land kwoouc 290-91 

()\ eiciowdiiig oi thud class cairiages on the Madtas and South- 
ern IMahratta Railway 290 

Prices obtaining ioi padd> and quantities exported and import- 
ed 287-89 

Unfair statements in leaflets about the burden of land revenue 
291 

Question (Supplementary) tr report of inquiry into the incidents at 
Pe>h<i\\'ij 480 

Resolution le — 

Con\cntion for protection of workers a^^ainst accidents 361-63, 
364 

Poimnlation of a scheme ot self-Govemraent for India and release 
ol political pllSonel^ 651 

Dutbieak of lawlessness at Dacca 584-86, 592 
KANGA IYER, Mu C S — 

Motion for Adjournment fe — 

Filing into and violation ot the sanctity of the Sisganj Gurdwara 
«it Dellii ~)62, 5() 1 

Tieatmont received }>y two (\)ngress volunteers from the Police m 
.Simla mS-hO 

Motion (0 reduce Demand for Siqiplementary Giant for “ Miscellane- 
ous ” re inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recom- 
mendations of the Indian Statutory Commission. 82, 109, 111, 112- 
19, 180, 182 

Point of ordei whether a discusMon of the Simon Commission’s Report 
IS m order on the Demand for a Supplementary Grant for the ex- 
penses of the Round Table Conference under “ Miseellaneous 
45 

Point of order whether an Honourable Member iS in order in referring 
to some private conversation he had with some high authority out- 
side 88. 

RAxNGOON--- 

Question re extension of the Air Mail Service to Calcutta and . 

282. 

HANMAIiSINfiJI, SARDAR J — 

Oath of Office 1. 
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^lAWALPlNDI— 

Question re appointment of a British military chief clerk m the 

arsenal 246 

REBATE— 

Question re — 

on goods despatched to Afghanistan 324 

on traffic to Afghanistan 299 

RECOMMENDATIONS— 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for Miscellane- 
ous ” re — 

Failure to create an atmosphere of peace and good-will for the 
Round Table (Joiilerence and the inadequate and unsatisfac- 

toiy made liy the Simon Commission both from the point 

of view ol the c<*iintry in geneial and that of the Muslims m 
particular, which will be placed before the Round Table Con- 
ference 128-33 

Inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and of the Indian 

Statutory Commission 42-98, 100-49, 152-222 

Question re — 

of the Civil Justice Committee 282 

of the Indian Cinematograph Committee 301 

of the Tariff Committee 317 

RECREATION CLTIB(S)— 

Question re grants made to of Postal and Telegraph officials 

399-400 

RECRUITMENT(S)— 

Question re — 

Direct of clerical staff of certain offices 509-10 

of heads of Departments in the North-West Frontier Pro- 
vince 420 

of Indians as “ Charge Hands in the Kharagpur Railway 

Workshops 322-23 

of Muslims to the Government of India Secretariat and 

Attached Offices 662-63 

of Mussalmans m the postal service m the United Provinces 

420 

Restriction of in the Postal Department, Bombay 297 

REDDI, Mr T N RAMAKRISHNA— 

Hindu Gams of Learning Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 456-57 
Question re restoration of stipends to members of the Carnatic famUy. 
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REDDI, Mb T N RAMAKRISHNA— <?onf€?. 

Resolution re formulation of a scheme of self-Government for India 
and release of political prisoners 651-55 

REDISTRIBUTION— 

Question re of areas of Oriya-speakmg peoples 406-07 

REFORM(S)— 

Question re for the North-West Frontier Province 665-71. 

REGIMENTS— 

Question re disbanded Burmese 268 

REMISSION— 

Question re of land revenue in the North-West Frontier Province 

418-19 

RENT(S) — 

Question re — 

Land demanded b> the Istimrardar of Pisangan 531 

Reckoning of Dellii camp allowance as part of emoluments for 
recovery of 519 

REPEALLNG ^VND AMENDING BILL— 

See “ BILL(S) 

REPLIES— 

Question ie laying on tht table ol full to questions to which 

ad 'interim are gi\on in the first instance 540-41 

REPORT (S) — 

Discussion of the of th<* Public Accounts Committee 12-26 

Preliminary upon tlie expenditure of the Cential Government 

laid on the table by the Ilonouiable Sir Geoige Schuster 343 

Question le — 

Examination of the ot the Indian Central Committee 277. 

Examination of tlie ot the Indian Statutory Commission. 

278 

Low standard of Archieologi''<d 241 

— of inquiry into the incidents at Peshawar 480-81 

of the Peshawar Inquirv' Committee 660 

Translation and distribution of the Indian Central Committee’s 
— 330-31 

REPRESENTATION (S)~ 

Question re — 

Communal in the Government of India offices 499 

of Dr. Desai, a member of the Deolah Cantonment Board 

306. 
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REPRESENTATION (S)-^con^d 
Q«o«itior) re — conid 

of tho All-Tndia Cantonments' Association at the RjOimd 

Table (’onference 311-12. 

submitted by the Risalpore Cantonment Bazaar Association. 

332 

REPKESENTATIVES-- 

Question selection ot - for the Round Table Conference 402 
REPRESSIVE MEASURES - 

.Alotion for Adjounirrnoit n continuation of in the North-West 

Frontier Province 333-42 

Question le resij^natioiis of members of legislatures as a protest 
against — 234 

REPUBLICATION— 

Question re ot Moore’s “ Family Medicine ” 537 

RESEARCH FUND ASS( )('IATION-- 
INDIAN ’ 

RESERVE DEPRECIATION FUND(S)— 

Question re absorption of m Ways and Means Balances 230-31 

RESIDENT(S) — 

QneMion /t criminal suits filed by the New Delhi Municipality against 
and shopkeepeis in New Delhi 504 

RESIDENCES— 

Question re installation of the flush system in all in New Delhi 

508-09 

RESIGNATIONS-- 

Question re of members of legislatures as a protest against re- 

pressive measures 234 

RESOLUTION(S)— 

re — 

(Convention concerning th6 marking of weight on heavy pack- 
ages transported by vessels 3fl5 

Convention for protection of workers against accidents. 361-64. 

Formulation of a scheme of self-Govemment for India and release 
of political prisoners 625-55. 

Outbreak of lawlessness at Dacca 567-98 
Prevention of industrial accidents 9-12 
Railway accidents 599, 611*25. 

Termination of contract of the Assam Bengal Railway 366-77, 
679-96 
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RESULT (S)— 

Question re and teachers of the Normal School, Ajmer 516-17 

RETRENCHMENT OFFICER— 

Question re scope of the ’s inquiries 398-99 

RETURN TICKETS— 

‘ Question re issue of cheap on railways 301 

r E VENUE (S)— 

Question re — 

Anticipated extra exjienditiue and fall in as a result of 

the Congress movement 547 

Distribution by Govemment officials of leaflets on the Salt Tax 
and land 290-91 

Loss of caiLsed by the civil dLSobedience movement 609 

Loss of — on the Kalka-Simla Railway due to private road 
motor competition 538-39 

Remission of land in the North-West Frontier Province 

418-19 

derived from petrol and oil in Assam 402 

of the Indian Museum Calcutta 226-27 

Unfair statements in leaflets about the burden of land 291 

REVENUE COMMISSIONER— 

Statement (laid on the table) re appearance of counsel in the ''ourt 
of the , North-West Fiontiei Province. 609-10 

REVENUE OFFICERS— 

Question re magistrates and in Aimer-Mervvara 535 

RICE— 

Question le export duty ou 287 

RIOT(S)— 

Question re casualities in the Bakr-ld at Digboi, Assam 240-41 

RISALPUR— 

Question re death of Sergeant Wiltshire m landing in an aeroplane at 
— 658-5^ 

RISALPUR CANTONMENT— 

Qnqitiou re re-imposition of a piofessioiial tax in 331-32 

ftlSALPtlR cantonment BAZAAR ASBOCTATION— 

Qtt'fctiOB re reprascntatioii submitted by the . 332. 

ROADXSJ- 

Quesima re censtmetion of a between New Delhi and Ramjas 

Tibhra Colleges' 538, 
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ROAD MOTOR (S)— 

tiee “ MOTOR (S) ’’ 

ROdXD TABLE CONFERENCE— 

MotioD to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for “ Miscellane- 
ous ” re failure to create an atmosphere of peace and goodwill for 

tJic and the inadequate and unsatisfactory recommendations 

made by the Simon Commission both from the point of view of the 
country in general and that of the Muslims in jiarticular, which 
will be placed before the 128-33 

Question rc — 

Agenda for the 278-79 

Representation of the All-lndia Cantonments’ Association at the 
311-12 

Selection ol i epn scntative.s for the — — 402 

discussed iiiid(*i Demand foi Supplemenlaiy Giant in 

resjiect ot “ Misedlaneous ” 42-98, 100-140, ir)2-222 


ROUTE— 

Qiu'stion )€ carriage (d mails between Northern and Southern India 
by tilt tOrougii radw.iv 491 

RULERS)— 

Question re — 

Goveiumeiu ciicuLiis interpreting the Cantonment Act and 

thereundci 329-30 

Revision of — foi <ip])reutiees at the Klhiiagpur Railway 
Workshops 323-21 

RULTNG(S) — 

Bill(s) — 

Select Committee — 

The jirinciple of a Bill cannot be attacked after it lias been 
referred to a . 486 

Demands for Supplemontnrv Grants Motions for Reduction — 

A discussion of the Simon Commission’s Repoit is not out of 
order on a for the expenses of the Round Table Confer- 

ence ol 

On a Honourable Members, in disciiasing the Simon Com- 

mission's Report should restrict themselves to general observa- 
tions. and should not go into minute details of the recom- 
mendations in it 51 

\Vhile the analog;j^ of the dObate oU the General Budget of dis- 
cussing the whole policy of Government does not apply, the 
established practice that questions of policy cannot be dis- 
cussed on a need not be follow^ when a Demand is made 

which w'as not contanied in the original Budget 44 



Ta IJQOISLATIVE JiB&mBUf DKBATm 


lOl 


RULING (S)^on^(i. 

Miseeliaiicouiri — 

A correction oi fact is not a point of personal explanation. 83 

An Honourable i\Iembei cannot go into the internal administra* 
tiou ot the Indian States. 74. 

An Honourable I^lenibei cannot rij>e to a point of order when a 
motion is being put by the Chair 4 

All Honourable Member is not entitled to see the nomination 
papers for election of the President when the ballot is about 
to be taken 29 

H IS ojien to tlie President or the Deputy Pr(‘sident at any time 
to request the most senior member of the Panel of Chairmen to 
preside ocer the Assembly 28 

itefeience to private eonversalion with outsider*^ should be avoid- 
ed 88 

Ivepetitioii of jokes is not out of order 112 

The leading of newspapers is not allowed when the House is 
sitting 175 

Motion for Adjournment— 

A must be restricted to a single matter of recent occurrence 

and mu*st be of an urgent nature 340 

Matter to be discussed must be of recent occurrence and should 
be bi ought forward for discussion at the earliest opportunity 
566-67 

Matter to be discussed must not only be definite and of recent 
occurrence but must be shown to be urgent and of public 
importance 559 

Matters for which Provincial Governments are responsible 
snould not be debated in the Legislative Assembly by means 
of 559 

must be in proper form 560 

liUNNEKS— 

Question re ruffianly attacks on ovei seers, postmen and 400-01 

S 

SAiri, Mb LAL NARENDRA PRATAP— 

Oath of Office 1 

Question re — 

Dispersion with latk%s of non-violent citizens 301-02. 

Lucknow Jaunpore Railway 298 

Number of persons sentenced for civil disobedience 298-99 
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SALARY BILLS— 

Question ie nubscriptions collected through from railway em- 

pJoyces* 2bb. 

sale— 

Question re impoitation and of spurious drugs in India. 422-23 

SALE OP GOODS BILD- 

<S'ec “ Indian ’’ under “ BILL (8) ” 

SALT— 

Question re ownership ot at Dharsana 475 

SALT ACT— 

See ACT(S) ’’ 

SALT TAX— 

Question ie distributions by Government officials of leaflets on the 
and land re\enue 290-91 

SAMS, Mr H A — 

Oath of Office 1 

Resolution le outbreak ot lawlessness at Dacca 568 
SANITATION— 

Question n — 

Deplorable of Ajmer and Beawar due to lack of Govern- 

ment grants 493-94 

Education, health and of Ajmer-Merwara and Delhi 492 

S VRDA, Rai Sahib HARBILAS— 

Court-fees (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to consider 464 
Motion to pass 464 

ITiiidii Widows’ Right oi Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee 470-71 

Motion foi Adjournment u> <. ontinuation of repressive measures in 
the Noilh-West Frontier Province 337 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for “ Miscellane- 
ous ” inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestion* and recommenda- 
tions of the Indian Statutory Commission 145-47 

Question re— 

Appointment of a whole-time Superintendent of Education of 
A pm r-Merwara 404-05 

Collection of wat«r in the Biusla tank at Ajmer 405 
Denial of land to ea;-servife sepoys of Merwara. 403. 

Peplorable sanitary conditione of .^jmer and Beawar due to lack 
of Government grants 493-&4. 
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SARDA, Rai Sahib HARBILAS — contd 
Question re--contd. 

Education, health and sanitation of Ajmer-Merwara and Delhi 
492 

Grants given to the district boards of Delhi and Ajmer. 492-9^) 
Lack of grants given to the Ajmer Municipality. 493 
SARFARAZ HUSSAIN, Khan Bahadur — 

Question re— 

Absence of Mr Augier fiom meetings of the Cantonment Board, 
Neemiich. 305-06 

Appointment ot clerks m Army Headquarters 284 
Appointment of Indian Trade Commissioners in Europe 300 
Appointment of stamp vendors 302 
Clerks’ quarters at Phagli, Simla 283 

Complaint by a member of the Deolali Cantonment Board 304 

Constiuetion of a railway between Hazaribagh Road station and 
Hazaribagh town 298 

Consimctioii of a railwaj bridge over the river Gandak 
285-86 

Coiistiiiction ot the CbaKia-Sudhwalia Railway 298 
Discharge of Cantonment Fund servants 305 

Education of the children of migratory staff of the Govern- 
ment of India 303 

Education of the children of railway employees 297 

Employment of Mr Weatheral by the Executive Officer, Ambala 
Cantonment 307 

Extension of Delhi city 282 

Extension of the Air Mail Service to Calcutta and Rangoon 
282 

Extra pay for postal officials 284-85 
Formation of Indian aimoured car companies 297 

Grant of an allow^ance to postmen in Delhi for the delivery of 
foreign mails 302 

Housing conditions of woikmen at Lillooah 286 
Improvement of privies in third class railway carnages 281 
Introduction of the elective element in Cantonment Boards 304 
Issue of cheap return tickets on railways 301. 

Losses on the Assam Bengal Railway. 303^04. 

Opening of a Broad Gauge Railway between Jakhal and Sirsa 
286. 

Opium inquiry 283 
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SARFARAZ HUSSAIN, Khan Bahadur — contd 
Question re — contd. 

Professional accountants employed by the Income-tax Depart 
merit, Bombay 303 

Prohibition of opium smoking 281-82 
Recommendations of the Civil Justice Committee 282 

Recommendations of the Indian Cinematograph Committee 301 
Representation of Dr Desai, a member of the Deolali Canton- 
ment Board 306 

Restriction of recruitment m the Postal Department, Bombay. 
297 

Restrictions on the use of the Mall, Kohat 304-05 
Resumption of bazar sites in Cawnpore 305 

Sanction to the le-erection of an old building by the Executive 
Officer, Ambala Cantonment 307 

Sunday and holiday allowances for post office employees 300 

Sipi-Tsession of clerks in the Railway Clearing Accounts Office. 
284 

Terminal tax on goods entering New Delhi 284 
The Simla railway station 285 
Time test for the Postal Department 302 
Waiting room at Khajauli 283 
SARMA, Mr R S — 

Motion for Adjournment re continuation of repressive measures m 
the North-West Piontier Province 337 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for Miscellane- 
ous ”, ie inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recom- 
mendations of the Indian Statutory Commission 110-12, 113 

SATYAGRAHIS— 

Question re assaults on by the police 233 

SAVINGS BANK— 

Question le hardships of post office clerks 401 

SCHOOL(S)— 

Question re — 

Classes in the Government Central Girls’ , Ajmer 514. 

Establishment of a Girls’ High at Peshawar 383-88. 

Establishment of a High for girls in the North-West 

Frontier Province 418 

Lack of English teaching at the Pisangan vernacular secondary 
514-15 

^Iigratory for Simla and New Delhi 539. 
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SCHOOL(S)— roTifi 

Question re — contd 

Results and teachers of the Normal , Ajmer 516-17 

ViiMts paid to certain by the Assistant Superintendent of 

Education, Ajmer-Merwara 514. 

Visits paid to by Mr P. B Jpshi, Assistant Superintendent 

of Education, Ajmer-Merwara 516 

Waste of Government money on the Central Girls' , Ajmer 

513-14 

SCHUSTER, Thl Honourable Sir GEORGE— 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of — 

Expenditure m Eng-Iand under the control of the Secretary of 
State for India 223 

Home Department 5 

Miscellaneous 9, 42 

Discussion of the report of the Public Accounts Committee 21-26 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grants for “ Miscellane- 
ous " re inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recom- 
mendations ot the Indian Statutory Commission 65-67 

Negotiable Instruments (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to lefer to Select Committee 3 

Motion for the appointment of Sir Hugh Cocke to the Select 
Committee 41 

Presentation of the Report of S^ect Committee 100. 

Motion to consider 344-46 

Motion to pass 347 

Preliminary Report upon the expenditure of the Central Government 
laid on the table by the 343 

Resolution re termination of contract of the Assam Bengal Railway. 
875, 376, 687-01 

SECRETARIAT— 

Question re — 

Admission of non-graduates to the examination for the First 
Divuiion pf the Government of India 424 

Candidates of 1922 for the First Division of the 425 

Claims ^of the existing qualified candidates to vacancies in the 

and Offices 661-62 

Oiffe^^npe int treatment between departmental and non>depart- 
mental candidates for appointmenits ifl the Govcrnihent of 
India 663 

and — — rate* of pay te-cierks of Army 

Headquarters. ' 504. 


1 1 W^PP(LA) 
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{SECRET ARIAT—coti I'd ^ 

Question re — contd 

Lack of an unorthodox Hindu Tiffin Room in the Civil 

buildinp^s at Simla 539*40 

Recruitment of Muslims to the Government of India Secretariat 
and Attached Offices 662-63 

SECRETARY OP STATE FOR INDIA— 

Demand for Supplementary Giant in respect of “ Expenditure m 
England under the control of 223 

SLCURITYdES)— 

Question re — 

Newspajx^rs and Presses required to furnish — ■ — 236 

Newspapois, etc, required to furnish under the Pi ess 

Ordinance '>4 1-46 

Newspapers reipured to d,eposit — - — 276 

Utilization ot unclaimed interest on Government 232 

SECURITY PRINTING PRESS— 

Question re p^um used on envelopes made b> the , Nasik. 537 

SELECTION GRADE— 

Question ie — 

Appointment of supervisors for Postal Departments 3d6 

In\idious distinctions amon^t examinees for posts in the 

Posts and Telegraphs Department 405-06 

Lowest examination of the Postal Department 485 

posts of Accountants and Assistant Accountants in Hoad 

Post Offices 407-08 

SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR INDIA— 

Resolution 9e formation of a scheme of and release of political 

prisoners 625-55 

SEN, Mu 8 (' -- 

Oath of Office 99 

Resolution re outbreak of lawlessneag at Dacca 577-80. 

SEa Mr N ^ 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for ** Miscellaiie 
oils” re inadequate and nn'aatisfactory suggestions and recom- 
mendations of the Indian Statutory Commission. 62-64. 

Oath of Office 27. - 

Resolution te formulation of a scheme of self-GovAimmAT.* « 

and release of political prisoners' 644^6 
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SEPOYS— ’ . i 

Question re — 

Denial of land to ex-ser\ice , Merwara 403 

Overcrowding of through third class carnages by Indian — 
490 

SERVANTS— 

Question fe discharge of C^autonment Fund . 305 , 

SERVICE— 

Question condonation of a break in for pension 501-02 

SHAPEE DAOODI, Mai lvi MMIAAIMAD— 

Motion for Adjournment re continuation of repressive measures in 
the North-West Frontier Province. 334-36 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for “ Miscellane- 
ous ” re inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recom- 
mendations of the Indian Statutory Commission 175-79 

Question re restoration of stipends of members of the Carnatic Family. 
266-67 

Resolution formulation ot a scheme of self-Government for India 
and release oi political prisoners 639-41 

SHAH NAWAZ, Mian MOHAMMAD— ^ 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplement ary Grant for “ Miscellane- 
ous ” ie inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recom- 
mendations of the Indian Statutory Commission 42-56, 62, 73, 
147 

Question re qualifications for posts of Ilealtli Officers of important 
ports and municipalities in India 553 

SHAHJAIIANPURr— 

Question re — 

System of audit in clothing factories m and Madras 522-24. 

Transit charges on material despatched to the clothing 

factory *525 

SHOLAPUR DISTURBANCES— 

Question re the 271-72 

SHOOTING— 

Question re of a villager at Charsadda 380-81. 

SHOOTING ACCIDENT— 

Question m Peshawar 677 

SHOP<S)— 

Question re — 

Fire in the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway carriage 
^ A^tner. 532. 

: Ordinance against picketing foreign doth . 411-12. 
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SHOPKEEPERS— 

Question re criminal suits filed by the New Delhi Municipality against 
residents and in New Delhi 504 

SHOWER BATIKS)— 
see “ BATII(S) ” 

SIAM— 

Question re railway connection between Banna and 268 

SIDDIQI, Mr ABDUL QADIR— 

Question te — 

Discharge of a Muslim giil student from the Lady Hardinge 
Medical College, New Delhi 496 

Number of Muslim students and staff in the Lady Hardinge 
Medical College and Hospital, New Delhi 495 

Number of students discharged from the Lady Hardinge Medical 
College, New Delhi 496. 

Restoration ot stipends to members of the Carnatic family 495 
Un-qualified clerks in the Army Department 671-72 
SIEGE— 

Question to of Dohra Ismail Khan by the police and military 

408 

8IKH(S) — 

Question re — 

Appointment of as Income-tax Officers 315 

Appointment of m the Posts and Telegraphs Accounts 

Offices 676-77 

SILVER (EXCISE DUTY) BILL— 

See “ BILL(8) ” 

SIMLA— 

Motion for Adjournment re treatment received by two Congress 
volunteers from the Police in 654-60 

Question re — 

Action against Congress volunteejps walking on the Mall 

604-09 

Additional duties done by the peons of the Government of India 
Press, 549 

Allegations against Babu Jawahar Khan, Officiating Assistant 
Manager, Government iDC India Press, 551 

Carrying of heavy bundles by the peons of the GuvefumeAt oi 
India Press, 549. 

Clerks’ quarters at Phagli, — ? — 283, 

Date of the move of Govemmeiit ot Itadia offices from New Delhi 
to 507-08 
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SIMLA — contd 


Qtl«6tion ' 

Discontmuance of suiamer concession tickets from Lahore to — — . 
653-54 

Distx'ibution of the money paid by the Indian Railway Confer- 
ence Association to employees of the Government of India 'Press, 
547-48 

Employees of difteienl communities m Lino and Mono sections 
of the Government of India Press, — — 551-52 

Gidddtion lists for the piintin|f and clerical section ot the Gov- 
ernment of India Press, 549 

Holding of all higher appointments in the Government of India 
Press, by Muhammadans 549 

Lack of an unorthodox Hindu tiffin room in the Civil Secretar ai 
buildings at 539-40 

Leave applied for by the employees of the Government of India 
Press, 548-49 

Medical attendance for Government servants in and Deliu 

409-10 


Medical attcndatice on Government employees in 505-50(5 

Migratory school for and New Delhi 539 

Number of employees of different communities in the Govern- 
ment of India Press, recruited during the time of Babii 

Jawahar Khan, officiating Assistant Manager 550 

Occupation by members, when tlie Legislature is not sitting, of 
houses provided for them m 265-66 

Paucity of letter boxes in — — 409 

Promotions lU the Government of India Press, 551 

Provisions of a water pipe on the platform of the railwa> 

stMion 538 

The railway station 285 

Treatment received by two Congress volunteers from the Police 
m — . 601-04. 

SIMON COMMISSION— 


Mdtidn to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for Miscellane- 
ous '' re failure to create an atmosphere of peaces iwid goodwill for 
the Round Table Conlerence and and unsatisfactory 

recommendations made by the — teth from the point 
of view of the country In general ^ the M^uditils m parti- 

cular which will be placed before RftiftUdr 11^ Cdnfcrenct 

12 ^ 33 . 

SIMON COMMISSION'S BM^ORT— 


d iae i M ie d mniir Demand for 
42-dR, lOOlt 


^tary Qnmt m respect of 
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81i\GH, Mr adit PRASAD— 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for “ Misoellane- 
OU8 ’’ re inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recommen- 
dations of the Indian Statutory Commission 144-45 

SINGH, Me GAYA PRASAD— 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “ Home Depart- 
nitni ' * 6. 

Hiiida Gains of Learnmg Bill — 

Moiionfa to consider and to circulate 458 
Hindu W’dows’ Right of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee 472 

Motion foi Adjournment 7e treatment received by two Congrc&s 
volunteers from the Police in Simla 555-56 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for “ Miscellane- 
ous ” re inadequate and unsatisfactoiy suggestions and recom- 
mendations of the Indian Statutory Commission 156-157, 176, 180, 
181. 

Question te — 

Congress propaganda amongst trans-border tribes 481 

Conti ibution to the press of a letter on martial law by a miluary 
officer 415-16 

Declaration of the All- India Congress Committee as ao unlawful 
Association 481 

Exclusion of Indians iii advertisement for Assistant Surgeons 

414 

Law degrees recognised by the Allahabad High Court 41o 

Newspapers supplied to political prisoners 481 

Report oi inquiry into tlie incidents at Peshawar 480-81 

Reportrd wholesale arrests m the North-West Frontier Pro- 
vince 479 

Use of Indian landing grounds by a foreign air ser\uce 414-15 
Withholding of a telegram in Champaran. 414 
Question T Supplementary) re — 

Action Cigainst Congress volunteers walking on the MaU, Simla. 
605-08 

Convictions under the Salt Act 233 
Detention of Mahatma Gandhis 240. 

Distnrbance at Peshawar" ^ 

Flogging in the Peshawar jail. 382 

"r, ^ • 

Ordinance against picketing foreign cloth shops 412. 

Purchase of the Bengal North Western Railway. 231-32 
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SINGH, Mb. GAYA PRASAD-nconf^I. 

Question (Supplementary) re — coHtd. 

Treat^meut received by the Congress volunteers from the police m 
Simla 602-04 

Resolution rc outbreak of lawlessness at Dacca 582, 586-90, 591 

Withtl»’aMdl of his remarks made in connection with the supple- 
mentary questions re the action against Congress volunteers walk- 
ing on the Mall, Simla 633 

SIRSA— 

Question re cpcning of a Broad Gauge Railway between Jakhal and 
2h6 

BISGANJ GURUDWARA— 

Motion foi ^Vdjouinment re firing into and violation of the sanctity 
of the at Delhi 560-67 

SOLDIERS - 
Question ?r — 

Binning and occupation by of certain offices of political 

bodies ii' Peshawar 380-81 

Payment of counsel to defend and officers court-martialled 

327-28 

SOLITARY (CONFINEMENT—. 

Question re reported insanitv ot a prisoner under 659-60 

SORLEY, Mr H T — 

Oath of Offict 2V 
SORTING— 

Question te postal officials doing foreign mail work at Madras 

484-85 

SOUTH AFRICA - 

Question re disabilities ot assisted immigrants from 290 

SOUTH INDIAN RAILWAY— 

See RAILWAY(S) 

SOUTHERN INDIA— 

Question rc carnage of mails between Northern India and by 

the through railway route 491 

STAFF SELECTION BOARD— 

Question le — 

Probationary penod for candidates of the - — ^ examination 
3920. 511-12. 

examination of 1920 511 

STAM1> VENDORS- 

Question re appointment of — ^02. 



112 


INDEX TO l^EGISJuATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES, 


bTATEMENT(S)— 

Question re unfair in le^fl^ts about the burden of land revenue 

291 

STATEMM'T(S) (LAID ON THE TABLE)— 

— bj Mr* A A L Parsons re Hydro-Electric power supplied for 
the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 342-43 

by Sir Prank Noyce, re — 

Apy)ehrance of Counsel in the Court of the Revenue Commis- 
sioner, North-West Frontier Province 609-10 

introduction of an elective element into the Peshawar Municipal 
C^ommittee 3 

by the Honourable Mr H G Haig, re convictions under the Salt 

Act 010 

statement of business— 

by the Honourable Sir George Rainy 99 

STATE-OWNED RAILWAYS— 

^ee “ RAILWAY (S) ’’ 

STATION ]\rASTERS— 

Question u appointment of Indians as of first class stations on 

the Ea^t Indian Railway 263 

STATION SUPER1NTENDENT(8)— 

Question re appointment of Indians as Loco-Poremen, Yard Con- 
trollers on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway, 552-53 

STATUTORY COMMISSION— 

Sec “ INDIAN 

STEAM- V^ESSELS (AMENDMENT) BILE— 

See Inland ” under “ BILLOS) ” 

STEAMER— 

Question re raid and passes for f^ostal Superintendents And 

Inspectors 397-98 

STEEL INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL— 

See “ BILL(S).’' 

STIPENDS - 

Question restoration of to meiiibers of the Carnatic faMil^. 

266-67, 492, 495, 535 

STODART, Mr J C ^ 

Oath of Offi^'e 2 

STORES— 

Question re tenders for the supply of riilway . 31^.16. 
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3TUDD, Mr E — 

Motion to lediice Demapd for Supplementory Grant for “ JVIijacellaiie- 
ons re inadequate a^id uusatisfacto^^y suggoationa and recommen- 
dations of Uie Indian Statutory Commission 173-74, 

Oath of Office 1 

STUDENT (S)- 

Qnestion ie — 

Appoiiihneiit to the Indian Service of Enc^ineers ot — — of the 
Thornaaon Civil Engineering College 410-11 

Dischaige of a Muslim girl from the Lad> Hardinge Meai- 

eal tyollege, New Delhi 496 

Dibcourtigeuieut of Muslim — — at the Lady Hardinge Medical 
f'ollege, New Delhi 520-21 

Ill-iicn’th of K Fatima, a Muslim girl at the Lady Haraingc 

]\Iedical College, New Delhi 521-22 

N umbel of Muslim and staff in the Lady Hardinge Medical 

College and Hospital, New Delhi 495 

Numbei of discharged from the Lady Hardinge Medical 

College, New Delhi 496 

sub-divtstonal officers— 

Question n couhnnation ot sub-overseers and m the Military 

Engiheering Service 326 

SUB-OVERSEERS— 

Question confirmation of and Sub-Divisional Officers in the 

Military Engineering Service 326 

SUB-POSTMASTER— 

Question te denial of first class powers to the Beadon Street, 

Post Office, Calcutta 395 

SUBSCRIPT IONS— 

Question re collected through salary hills from railway employees. 

2 ^ 

SUBSISTENCE ALLOWANCES— 

See “ AIjLOWANCB(S) ” 
strtlllA'WAEDY, Dr A — 

Hindu Gains of Learning Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 448. 

Hindu Widows^ Right of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion 1o refer to Select Committee. 471. 

, ior Adjoutument re oontintuiiMBE refirestive meitime in 

the North-West Frontier Province. 839. 
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SUHRAWARDY, Dk A —contd. 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for “ Miacellane- 
ouH ” re inadequate and unaatisfaetory suggestions and!, recom- 
mendations of the Indian Statutoi^ Commission 58, 87, 161, 201 
211 

Mussalman Wakf Validating (Amendment; Bill — 

ronsuleralion of clause 1 467, 468-69 

Resolution rc — 

Oiubreak of lawlessness at Dacca 578, 582, 587, 588, 594 

Railway accidents 615, 620 

ISi;JT(8)-~ 

Question re Criininal filed by the New Delhi Municipality against 

rosidcMits and shopkeepers in New Delhi 504 

SUNDAR SADlIlj- 

truest 101 ) u fate of 262 

SUNDAY- 

Qnesl-ioii it and holidav allowances for post office employees 

;ioo 

SUrERTNTENr)ENT(S) — 

Question ic injustice to locally recruited commeicial on the North 

Western Railway 280-81 

SIJPDRINYENDENT OF EDUCATION— 

Question re appointment of a whole time foi Ajraer-Merwara 

404-05 

SUPERINTENDENT OP POST OFFICE (S)- 

Question le — 

Appointment of Muhammadans of in Madras 269-70. 

Apjaniitment of probationary 518-19 

Communai discrimination in the appointment of m Madras 

229 

SUPERSESSION— 

Question re of clerks in the Railway Clearing Accounts Offlo© 

284 

SUPERVISORS— 

Question re appointment of selection gi*ade for Postal Depart- 

ments 396 

SYKES, Mr E F — 

Question re death of Sergeant Wiltshire m landing, m an aei^lane at 
Kisaqmi 658-59 ^ ^ 
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T 

TABLB(S)— 

Question re laying on the of full replies to questions to which ad 

interim replies are given in the first instance 540-41. 

TANK, BX-NAWAB OF— 

Question ie lefusal of permission to Ghulam Kasim Khan, to 

reside m the North-West Frontier Province 487-88 

TARIFF (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Indian ” under “ BILL(S) 

TARIFF COMMITTEE— 

Question te recommendations of the 317 

TAX(LS) — 

Question re — 

(’onscrvaucy m Cawnpore Cantonment 327 

DisUibutions by Government officials of leaflets on the salt 

find land revenue 290-91 

Re-iia})Osition of a professional in Ki^ulpoie Cantonment 

331-32 

Terniaial on goods entering New Delhi 284 

TEACHER(Sj - 
Question rc — 

Discontent amongst m Ajmer-Merwara 513 

Pfiueitj of Muslim in Ajmer-Menvara 512-13 

Paucity of women in Ajmer-Merwara 513 

Results and of the Normal School, Ajmer 516-17 

TELEGRAM (S) — 

Question ic — 

Non acceptance of a of complaint against the Istimrarilar 

of Pisangan, 529-30 

Withholding of * m Champaran. 414 

Withholding of addressed to the Bengal Provincial Con- 

gress Committee 240 

TELEGRAPH (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See fiulinn under BILL(S) 

TELEPRINTER— 

Question re installation of a at the Park Strei?t Telegraph Office, 

Calcutta 394-95. 

TEMPLE— 

Question re denidlition of a in HisSar 



IllDBX TO 


ns 

TKNANT(S)-- 
Qut'stion rt— 

Ilxiiction of mo^ey from hi« — — by the Istimrardar of Pi^augao 
r)L’5 

PAroitijJt of aibitrary cebses from — by the IstirararUai* of 
Piouiigaii 530-31 

TENDERfS)-- 

Question ie — 

for paint reino\er aecepteii by the Indian Stores Depart- 

ineiP 497-90 

for red pamt accepted by the Indian Stores Department. 

497 

— loj lilt supply of railway stores 315-16 

foi white lead 477-79 

TENURE OF DFKICE-^ 

Quesuon ?e — — of Members of Provincial Qovernnients 268. 
TERMINAL TAX- 
See TAX(ES) ” 

TERROR ISATION - 

Qu(‘slJon 1 (polled in Arabala Cantonment 327 

THIRD Cl, ASS— 

Question — 

Tnipi ovemcnt of privies m railway carriages 281 

Overcrowding of and intermediate class carnages on the 

Noith Western Railway 408-09. 

Overcrowding of carriages on the Madras and Southern 

Mahratta Railway 290. 

Cl\er MOW ding ol railway carnages 314-15, 

0\ercro\Nding oi through — carnages by Indian sep"\s 490 

Principle rdoptfd in fixing railway fares. 265 

THOMASON CIVIL ENGINBBJftINO COLLEGE— 

Question n appouitment to the Indian Service of Engineers of stu- 
dents of the 410-11 

TIBBIA COLLEGE-^ 

Question te pro\ision of a road between New Delhi and Xtanijas 
College and 538 

TICKET(S)— 

Question — 

Discontinuance of summer concession from Lahore Simla. 

553-54. 

Issue of ^beap return — 


on raUwnya^ 
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'niGKET checking— 

Question i«^m«iency of the erew system of 280. 

TIFFIN ROOM— 

Question re lack of an unorthodox Hindu - — ^ in the Cm! Secr#»tarTat 
liUiildmgs at Bunlai 539-40 
TIME TEST— 

Question rc for the Postal Department. 302 

TIN TUT, Mr.— 

Oath of QfBoe. I 
TOLL GATES— 

Question rc additional duty on petrol and abolition of 291 92 

TOWNS- 

Question /e blockade of certaii\ and villain 381 

TRADE COMiMISSIONERS— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Indian in Eurppe 300 

sent to foreign countries 300 

TRADERS— 

Question re determination of the profits of petty for mpome-tax 

purpo^'CS 309-10 

TRAFFIC— 

Question rc rebate on to Afghaniatan. 299 

TRAIN(S) — 

Question re running of a through between Delhi and Madras 

489-90 

TRANSBORDER TRIBE(S)— 

.^ee “ TEIBE(S) ” 

TR\XSFER(S)— 

Question re to Divisional Offices of clerks and accountants in the 

Military Accountant General’s Office 672-73 

TRANSFER OF PROPERTY (AMENDMENT) BILE-- 
“ BILL(S) ” 

TRANSFER OF PROPERTY (AMENDMENT) SUPPLEMENTARY 
BILL— 

See BILL(8) 

TRANSIT CHARGE (S)~ 

Sec CHARGB(S) 

TRANSLiATiPN— 

Question w and distribution of the Indian Oen^l Oominittee^B 
Report. 330-31 
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TRA:<8P0RT— 

Question re pay of Mechanical and supply and clerfu 

5l0-01 

TREASURY OFFICER(S)— 

Question re appointment of and Magistrate, Ajmer. 534. 

TRIBE (S)— 

Question re Congress propaganda amongst trans-border . 481. 

TRUSTEES— 

Question re dischaige of a clerk by the of the Indian Museun 

Calcutta 229-30 

TURNER, Mr. A. C — 

Octl of Office 2 


u 


UNBOOKED LUGGAGE— 

See “ LUGGAGE ” 

UNDER TRIAL PRISONERS— 

See ' PRISONER (S) ” 

UNITED PROVINCES— 

Question re recruitment of Mussalmans in the postal service in th 
420 

UNLAWFUL ASSOCIATION(S)— 

See “ ASSOCIATION(S) 

UNQUALIFIED CLERKS— 

See CLERK(S) 

UNTOUCHABLES— 

Question re refusal of postmen in Bengal to deliver letters to 

475 

V 

VACANCIES— 

Question re claims of existing qualified candidates to m th< 

Secretariat and Attached Offices 661-62 

VARNISH— 

Question re ‘‘ Murabit ” paint and 

VENDORS— 

Question re appointment of stamp 302 

VENKATAKRISHNAYYA CHOWDRY, Mr P — 

Question (Supplementary) re agenda for the Round Table Conference 
279. 
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VENKATAKRISHNAYYA CHOWDRY, Mb P —contd. 

Resolution re^ 

Formulation of a scheme of self-Government in India and release 
of political prisoners, 631-32 

Termination of the contract of the Assam Bengal Railway 
682-84 

VERNACULAR SECONDARY SCHOOL— 

Question ?e lack of English teaching at the Pisangan 514-15 

VESSELS— 

Resolution re Convention concerning the marking of weight on heavy 
packages transported by 365 

VICEROY, Ills EXCELLENCY THE— 

Address by to the Members of the Council of State and the 

Legislative Assembly 33-40 

Message from approving of the election of Maulvi Muhammad 

Yakub as President of the Legislative Assembly. 30, 

Me Lage from signifying his approval of the election of Sir Haii 

Singh Gour as Deputy President of the Legislative Assembly 151 
Question re discrepancies found in Press 550 

VICTIMS— 

Question re compensation for innocent of recent disturbances 

and recognition of services of police and military 286-87 

VILLAGERr- 

Quesiion re shooting of a of Charsadija, 381-82 

VILLAGES— 

Question re blockade of certain towns and 381 

VISITvS) — 

Question re — 

of the Assistant Commissioner of Agmer-Merwara to Pisan- 

gan 527-28 

paid to certain schools by the Assistant Superintendent of 
Education, Ajmer-Merwara 514 

paid to schools by Mr P B Joshi, Assistant Superintendent 

of Education, Ajmer-Merwara 516 

VOLUNTEERS— 

Motion for Adjournment re treatment received by two Qoiigross — 
fiom police m Simla 554-60 

Question re — 

Action against Congress walking on the Mall, SimJa 

604-09 

Treatment received by two C<mgrm — from the police in 
Simla. 601-04. 
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VOTKlvS^ 

Question re in the Pisangan letimrari area for MeiJabers of the 

Legislative .Asaen^hly. 535, 


V 

WAITING ROOM— 

Question re at Khajauli 283, 

WAKF VALIDATING (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

Nee “ Mussalman ” under “ BILL(S) 

w.vjirant officers— 

Question re pay and allowances of British 246-47 
WATFRr- 

Question re collection of — ^ — in the Bisla tank at Ajmer 405 
WATER PIPE— 

Question re provision ot a on the platform of the Simla rail- 

w ay station. 538 

WAVS AND MEANS BALANCES— 

Question re absorption of reserve depreciation funda in 230-31 

WEATIIERAL, Mr — 

Question It emplojment of — — by the Executive Officer, Ambala 
Cantonment 307 

W El Gin — 

Resolution /e Convention poneerning the marking of — — on heavy 
packages transported by vessels 365 

WHITE LEAD— 

See “ LEAD ’’ 

WIDOWS RIGHT OF INHERITANCE BILL— 

See “ Hindu ” under “ BILL(§) 

WILTSHIRE, SERGEANT— 

Question le death ot in landing in an aeroplane at Risaipur 

658-5^ 

WOMAa^EN) — 

Question re — 

Alleged assault by police of — ^ — and children m Calcutta, Bojto 
bay, Lucknow, ptc , iiv with the Congrass movtoerf 

546-4T ‘ \ . 

.d order of a m Ajmer 533-34 

Paucity of teachers in A^UW-Merwara^ 513. 

WORKERS— 

Eesoiation re Convention fbr of — — aooidents 
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WOUKMEN— 

(Question te liousiug conditions of at Lillooali. 286 

WOUKSHOP(S) — 

Question re — 

Criievauces of “ A Grade apprentices at the Kharagpur Rail 
way 320-21 

Fay and accommodation of Indian apprentices at the Kharagpur 
Railway 319-20 

Fay ot impro\ers m the Bengal Nagpur Railway 322 

Recinitment ot Indians as “ Charge Hands ” in the Kharagpur 
Railway 322-23 

Revision ot rules for apprentices at the Kharagpur Railway 

323-24 

kSateguarding ot the inter.estsr of Indian apprentices in the 
Kiiaiagpui Railway 318-19 

Subsistence allowances paid to appi entices in the Kharagpur 
railw'ay 322 

Tiaining ot apprentices at the Kharagpur Railway 321 


Y 

TAKUB, MAULVI MUHAMMAD— 

Congratulations to on his election as President of the Legislative 

Assembly 30-31 

Election of as President of the Legislative Assembly 29 

Message from His Excellency the Viceroy approving of the elec- 
tion of as President of the Legislative Assembly 30 

See alM) PRESIDENT, Mr '' 

YAMIN KHAN, Mr. MUHAMMAD— 

Demand for Supplementary Grant m respect of “ Home Depart^ 
ment ’’7 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for “ Misceliane- 
ous ” re inadequate and unsatisfactory suggestions and recommen- 
dations of the Indian Statutory Commission 93-98, 101-05 

Resolution re railway accidents 616 
YARD CONTROLLERS— 

Question re appointment of Indians m Loco-Foremen, — and 

Station Superintendents on the Great Indian Peninsula Railwar 
552-53 . ^ 



122 


INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES 


z 


ZIAIJDDIN AHMAD, Db — 

Hindu ITjii versify (Amendment) Bdl — 

Motion to consider Ii51-55, 356, 359, 360 

Demand foi Supplementary Grant in respect ot Home Depart- 
ment ’ ’ 5 

Election ot to the Goveining Body ot the Indian Research Fund 

xihsociation 574 

Indian Forest (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to consider 347, 348 

Motion for Adjournment tv continuation ot rejiressive measures lo 
tiie North-West Frontici Bro^nn(‘ 337-38 

Motion to reduce Demand toi SnppJementarv Grant tor “ Miseellane- 
ous ’ )v inadequate and nnsatist.ictorv suggestions and recom- 
mendatioiiH ot the Indian Statutoiy Commission Tl-Sd 

(.question tt - 

Absorption of Reserve Depreciation Funds in Way and Means 
Balances 230-31 

Alleged pledges gj\f‘n bv Sir Noiman Bolton at Peshav^al 
417-18 

Amalgamation ot State-owned rail^a^s 264-60 

Afipoinlment ot Indians as Goods Inspectors on the East Incban 
Raih\ay 262-63 

Ap))ointment ot Indians as Station Masters ot first class stations 
on the East Indian Railway 26 5 

Diopping oi bombs on enemies from aeroplanes 419 

Establishment ot a high school for gills in tlie North-West 
Fioiitier IMovnice 418 

Filing at a funeral piocesbion in Peshawar 418 

Honrs of >\oik of members of crews and grant of compassionate 
fillowance in eas(*s of accident 230 

Minimnni e(lnc<it mind qualifications rfvpnred for railway ser- 
\ ices 263 

Occupation b\ Members, when the Legislature is not sitting, of 
houses provided foi them in Simla 265-66 

P( rmanency of ciew s^’-stem of ticket checking 230 

Post office cash certificates 420-21 

Principle adopted in fixing third class railway fares 265 

Purchase of the Bengal and North Western Railway 231-32 

Recruitment of A ” Grade guards on the East Indian Railway 
263-64 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLT P11BAT98. 




ZIAUDDIN AHMAD, Db— cowfd. 

Question re — contd 

Recruitment of heads of departments in the North-West Frontier 
Province 420 

Recruitment of Mussalmans in the postal service in the Dmted 
Provinces 420 

Remission of land re\enue in the North-West Frontier Province 
418-19 

Terms of employment of crewmen. 264 

Utilisation ot unclaimed interest on Government Securities 232 
Question ( Supplemental y) re — 

Appointment of a whole-time Superintendent of Education for 
Ajmer-Merwara 405 

Disturbances at Peshawar 273 

Redistribution of areas of the Oriya-speakmg peoples 407 
U^.e of Indian landing grounds by a foreign air service 415 
Resolution ?e — 

Rall^^a^ accidents 617-18 

Termination of the contract ot the Assam Bengal Railway 684- 
87, 691 

ZOO— 

Qiustion K piovision of a and museum m New^ Delhi .506-0/ 

ZOOLOGICAL SURVEY OP INDIA— 

Question u appointnuuit of Muhammadans to the stall of the 

252-62 


LI ICPB(LA)— 962 -30-10.30— GIPS 




LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
DEBATES 


MONDAY, 7th JULY, 1930 

Vol. IV— No. 1 

OFFICIAL REPORT 



CONTENTS. 


Members Sworn 

Governor General’s assent to Bills 

Statement laid on the Table n Introduction of an Elective Element Into 
the Peshawar Municipal Committee 

The Indian Lac Ce^s Bill — Presentation of the Eeport of the Select Oom 
mittee 

The Negotiable Instruments (Second Amendment) Bill — Referred to Select 
Committee 

The Indian Forest (Amendment) Bill — Introduced 
The Indian Telegraph (Amendment) Bill— Introduced 
The Bombay Civil Courts (Amendment) Bill Introduced 
Demands for Supplementary Grants 

Resolution re Prevention of Industrial Accidents - Adopted 

Discussion of the Report of the Public Accounts Committee for 1927-2H 


SIMLA 

aoVERNMENT OF INDIA PRESS 
1D30 



THE 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES 

(OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE SEVENTH SESSION OF THE 
THIRD LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY > 


VOLUME IV— 1930 
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Th»‘ nut in tlii' Ass( mhl\ ('haiiilx'i in Simla at Eleven of 

tlie ('loiK 1)( imi- tiu* fust (lav ot tfie Si^venth Session of the ThiM 
Legislative Assembh [iiiisuaiit (n S h l-D (2) ot tin* Government of 
liivlia A(.t Mi Depiitv Piesidmit (M<inlvi Muhammad Yakub) was in the 
Chair 


MEMr.ERS SWORN 

TJie I lonoiii .loscph William lUnue, K (’ 1 II , C Ji E (Member 
ioi Imliistnes and Lalionr) , Mi N<ii aiiaswami A\>ai Natesa A>yar, 
ML A (^laduia and Ramnad ( am Tinnevelh Non-Muhammadau 
Ruiil) , Ml Goginem Rangmnav .ikiiln ML A (East Godavaii and West 
Godavari (uui Kistna Non-Muhammadan Ria<d) , Khan Bahadur 
Ardeshii Iloimusp'e ^lama, MLA (Sind Non-Muhammadan Riiial) , 
Rao Bahadiu Don^aising^ Ram.ii Ratil, MLA (Rombav C(uitral Division 
Non-Muliammadan Rural ) , I\lr Eiu Studd, M L A (Bengal European), 
Mr L C Buss, MLA (Bengal Einopean) , Mr Badri Naiain, MLA 
(Cities ot the United Riovinees Non-Muhammadan Urban) , Mr Budh 
Peikdsh MLA (Meeiut Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) , Mr 
Raghuber Singh, MLA (Agra Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) , 
Mr L Narendra Piatap Sahi, MLA (Pyzabad Division Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) , Rai Bahadur L.ila Panna Lai, MLA (Ambala Division 
Non-Muhammadan) , Pandit Uhuni Lab MLA (Jullundur Division 
Non-Muhammadan) , Dr Nand Lab MLA (West Punjab Non-Muham- 
madan) , Mr Bishwa Nath Misra, MLA (Orissa Division Non-Muham- 
nadan) , Sardar Jayawantsinhji Ranmalsmhji, MLA (Bombay Northern 
Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) , U Dwe, MLA (Burma Non- 
Bmropean) , Rao Sahib Baburao Ramji, MLA (Berar Representative) , 
Mr. Girja Shankar Bajpai, CIE, CBE, MLA (Government of India 
dominated Offieial) , Mr Hubert Arthur Sams, CIE, MLA (Director 
General of Posts and Telegraphs) , Mr Tin Tilt, MLA (Department of 
[ndustnes and Labour Nominated Official) , Mr, Rama Shankar Bajpai, 
0 B B , M L.A. (Director of Public Information) , Mr James Carlyle 
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Stodart, MLA (Madras Nominated Official) , Mr Alfred Charles 
Turner, M B E , MLA (United Provinces Nominated Official) , Mr A 
Appadurai Pillai, MLA (Madras Nominated Official) , Mr Abdullah- 
mia Oosmanraia Koreishi, MLA (Bombay Nominated Official) , and 
Mr Guru 8aday Dutt, MLA (Bengal Nominated Official) 


GOVERNOR GENERAL’S ASSENT TO BILLS 

Mr Deputy President • 1 have to inform Honourable Members that 
the following Bills, which were passed by both Chamb<*rs ot the Indian 
Legislature, have been assented to b> IIis Excellency the Governoi 
Gimeral under the proM^ions of sub-section (1) of section 68 of the 
Government of India Act 

1 The ProMdent Funds (Amendment) Act. 1929 

2 The Dangerous Drugs Act, 1930 

3 The Indian Sale of Goods Act 1930 

4 The Indian C'ontract (Amendment) Act 1930 

5 The Tran^ler ot Property (Amendment) Act, 1930 

6 Idle Prisons (Amendment) Act, 1930 

7 The Indian Patents and Designs (Amendment) Act, 1930 

8 The Rejiealing and Amending Act, 19 iO 

9 The Cantonments (House-Accommodation Amendment) Act, 

1930 

10 The Insohency Law (Amendment) Act, 1930 

11 The Indian Tariff (Amendment) Act, 1930 

12 The Steel Industry (Protection) Act, 1930 

13 The Inland Steam-Vessels (Amendment) Act, 1930 

14 The Indian Railways (Amendment) Act, 1930 
10 The Indian Finance Act, 1930 

16 The Transfer of Property (Amendment) Supplementary Act, 

1930 

17 The Cotton Textile Industry (Protection) Act, 1930 

18 The Sliver (Excise Duty) Act, 1930 

19 The Indian Companies (Amendment) Act, 1930 

20 The Destructive Insects and Pests (Amendment) Act, 1930. 

21 The Indian Income-tax (Amendment) Act, 1930 

22 The Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Act, 1930. 

23 The Indian Income-tax (Third Amendment) Act, 1930 



STATEMENT LAID ON THE TABLE 

Introduction of an Elective Element into the Peshawar Municipal 

Committee 

Sir Frank Noyce (Secretary, Department of Education, Health and 
Landb) Sir, I lay on the table the information promised in reply to 
starred question No 511 asked by Maulvi Muhammad Yakub on the 12th 
March, 1930, re^ardin^ the introduction ot an elective element into the 
Peshawar Municipal Committee 

(a) (t) Yes 

(h) No The Extra Assistant Commissioner, who was appointed, 
resides in the suburbs ot the city of Peshawar and is fully 
(0"ii]/diit ot the conditions in that eitv 

(ti?) No 

(iv) The niaiority of the inhabitants refused to p:ive any reliable 
infoiniation rej?ardin^ their financial status, as they 'VNcre 
ati.iid tli.it the information mip^ht be used m eoniieetion with 
tlio as-s(‘ssment of income-tax Considerable difficulty was 
therefore, experienced in preparing electoral rolls When 
the rctlls were published for inviting objections, the general 
pnhln shov\ed no disposition either to ap])ly for registration 
or to point out inacc uraci(‘s and omissions until the period 
^\hK*h ^^as allowed for submission of objections had almost 
expired A]>plHations were then received that the period for 
receiving ob]ections should be extended and that the entire 
programme of (deitions should be altered The rules, how 
('ver did not permit of the jieriod being extended and the 
lequest had, theretore, to be refused 

(?0 There is no record ot any such applications having been 
sanctioned 

(h) Does not arise 


THE INDIAN LA(’ CESS BILL 

Presentation of the Report op the Select Committee 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and 
Railways) Sir, I present the Report of the Select Committee on the Bill 
to provide for the creation of a fund tor the improvement and develop- 
ment of the cultivation, manutactuie and marketing of Indian lac 


THE NEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENTS r SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) I beg to 
move that the Bill further to amend the Negotiable Instruments Act, 
1881, for a certain purpose, be referred to a Select Committee consisting 
of the Honourable the Deputy President, Sir Cowasji Jehangir, Mr B 
Das, Mr Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtulla, Mr Kikabhai Premchand, Mr W 
Alexander, Mr H Shankar Ran Mr A H Ghuznavi, and the Mover, 
and that the number of Member'^ whose presence shall be necessary to 
constitute a meeting of the Committee shall he four 
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Mr Deputy President Motion moved 

“ Til it tlu Bill further to iin* il the Negotiable Tii'^triiim ut*) \ft, 1881^ for i 

certain jiurposi', be referie<l to a S< lei t Ooniinittee (onsistmi; of Maulvi Muhamiivad 

Yakut) "^ir Cow h)i Jeh mijir, Mi B D,i«, Mr Fa/ il Ibr ihiiii Kihiintnlli, Mr Ivikibhii 

Preiiuhinu, ^fr W Alixuidei, Mr H Shankar TLiu, Mr A H Ghu/ni\i, and th 

Movt r, aiul thit the nuinbi r of MiMiibers whose pres(*ii( i* sh.ill bt luiessirv to constituti 
a nuetin^ of the Uommittee shill be foui ” 

(After a pause 

Th(' (jii(‘stioti IS 

“ Tint the Blit turlhei to luu iid tlu \< ;^oti ibh liist'nmnits Ait, ISSl, tor i 

certain fuirf^o-'i , bi> n ti ried to \ S( )< ( f Uunuiiitti < lonsistiii^f ot M luUa ^^llh inmnd 

Yfikiib, Sir('o\sa«)i deh uip;ir, Nti P> Bn, Mr Bi/il Ibrahim R^ihiiatulla, Air Kikiblni 

Pn nu hand Mr \V Ahxindii, Mi If ‘^hirikir Ran, Afr A H Ghu/ni\i, ind the 

AIovi r, ind th it the nunibi r of Al< ml i n i hose presiuu (> sh ill bi tuiessm to lonstitnti 
a mei'tint; o! tl i Conimittei shill 1 m tour ’’ 

A'^ manv as oio o} that opinion will sa\ “ Ave ” 

Dr Ziauddm Ahmad (I'nited Piovmees Sonth(*rn Divisions 
"\lnhainni,Mlon Kutal) On ,i point of order. Sir 

Mr Deputy President l>ut the ITonoui<ible Metnbi'i <lid not use iti 
his s(‘at v\li(*n the motion wa's moved 

Dr Ziauddm Ahmad Ihit I wanted to mov(‘ n point ot okIit 

Mr Deputy President Wlnui the qiu'stion is heinir ]nit how can the 

Honour. d le Mruubi'r nso In i point of order ^ 

T be mot (ori vv <is <idopted 


rilK INDIAN FOREST (AMENDMENT) P>1LL 

Mr G S Bajpai (iiovi'rnment of India iNoininated Oftieial) 1 hi'o 
to mo\<' loi le.ivi to mtrodme <i Bdl to anumd tin* Imhaii Foiest Act 
1 JL7, toi a ( ( 1 1 ,11 u jnu posi* 

Mr Deputy President The question is 

‘‘ That 1( i\i bt ^nvi n Co intiodiui i Bill to amend the Iiuh in 1 on st Ait, 
for a 1 1 rt 1 n juii pos(> ’ ’ 

The motion was adopt(‘d 

Mr G S Bajpai . I introduee the Bdl 

Sir Han Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions Non- 
MiiluimmndaiD What is “ kuth ” ^ 

Mr G S Bajpai ft is a root 


THE INDIAN TELEGRAPH (AMENDMENT) BILL 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore (Member for Industries and 
Labour') I beg to move for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend 
the Indian Telegra])h Act, 1885, for a certain purpose 

The motion was adopted 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore * T introduce the Bill 



THE BOMBAY (TVIL OOURTS (AMENDMENT) BILL 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig (Home Member) I beg to ino\e 
foi l<Mve to intneHiee a Bill lurther to amend the Bombay CimI Courts 
Act, 1869, loi a eeitain purpose 

1 h( motion was adopted 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig 1 mtioduee the Bill 


DEMANDS FOB Sld^BT.EMENTARY GRANTS 
1 loMi Di e\K I Ml \ r 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Membei ) I beg to 
mo\e 

'' TImI I sii]']'!' in* nt o \ not * t Rs 32,000 1k' {> the Governor 

Generil in ('ouinil to tin wliuh \\ill conn in tonrsi ot iiiMuent (.luring 

the Aeir (iiding tin 1 Kt dn ot Mir(h lotl, m ro'^jnit of ‘ Iloint 1 )( j) ii tnn nt ’ 

Dr Ziauddin Ahmad (1 mttnl Pio\inees Soutln'rn Dnisions 
ill madan RuiaD T sent a tokiui ent in eonnection with this motion, 
but nntoiinnateh it Mas not dolneKnl .nnl non' 1 ha\e to s])( ak on the 
motion In IIh* fust place 1 ob|(*<‘t to the MOids “Refoims Depart- 
mmit ’ h<‘i(‘, h(MMus<‘ 1 ha\<* got in m\ mind one definition ot ndorm and 
Tt'". interpi (*t<ition ot leioim is this , that th(‘ pon^ws now \ested in tlie 
S('ei(‘1ar\ of Stati' imn b<‘ tiansteirtnl to the GoM'rnment ot India, and 
tin* I'ouers non \ested in th(‘ Go\(>inm<*nt ot India mav !)(> tiansterred 
to tin* L(*gisl,itn (‘ Assenihh It a thing ot this kind ha]ipen>, tlien I 
ivill (all it a retonii hut it oin* smiph ehang(‘s the oi g<inisat ion Muthout 
d('6n'1('h ti ansf(‘i 1 iiig ])OM(u < itlu'i tioni the Seer('t,ir\ ot Stati* to the 
OoM'inment ot India oi tiom the (Jo\<*inmenl ot India to tin* Ia*gis]ati\e 
Assonihlv tln*ii I do not call it a lotoim The ofhee d(*aling Muth changes 
in 01 ganisation (aimot he < <tlh‘d a Ib'loims Ohiee So, I ol)](*t.t to the 
Avoids “ R(*toims Ofliee it would lx h(*ttei to (all it “ Tiaiisfoim 
Ofti( ( ” h(*e<)us(* tin* Simon (Commission has not i -*(*ommt nded aiiA iffoim 
^Ginh this ottu( (beds A\ith Tin* offi< o int(*i(*sts its(*lf in tin* tianstoinia- 
tion and not tin* i*'loimation ot tin* imnhineiv ot Go\('innn*nt 

Then* IS a si'eond point to \\hi(h I would like to dr.iw attention 
and that is this The Honouiahle tin Honn* S(*ei(*tarA ino\ the Home 
Memhei d(*finitelA ]uoinised to a deputation that he would look after 
the interests of tin* Muhammadans ijt tin* S(‘er«*tai lat a])pointments, and 
Ave at least thought at that turn* tlnit tin* i)ioinis(*s 

Mr Deputy President (Questions of poluA cannot be discussed on 
a suppicmentarv grant 

Dr Ziauddin Ahmad I Avant to oppose it 

Mr Deputy President But this is a (piestion of policy Avhich the 
Honourable Member AAants to discuss 

Dr Ziauddin Ahmad The thing is this I Avanted simply to draw 
attention, but if it be out of ordei I AvithdraAv it I Avanted to draw 
attention to the fact that, m this ncAv Department the Home Secretary 
has entirely ignored the claims of Muhammadans not only this, but 
the appointments haAe gone to the members of the same family But if 
you think that I am out of order in raising this question at this stage, 
then I resume my seat 
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Mr Gaya Prasad Smgh (Muzaffarpur (um Champaran Non- 
Muhanuthidan ) Sit, 1 should lik^ to say just one word This Demand is 
at least iairtl> connected with the Kepoit ot the Indian Statutory Com- 
mission Those* ot us wlio bo>(otted the Simon Commission \oted a^airisc 
till', Di'inind in th<‘ Standing Finance Committ(‘ tud we wanted out 
prot(‘st to be K'coided, which his been done But is tlie iS'.ue laised now 
will b(' coveied sid^stantialh on a Demand which is comiiij^ up latei on, 
I do not want to raise a debate on this occasion, but w*^ on this side of 
the House would reserve our comments or piotest till then That is all 
J wi^h to say just now 

Mr M K Acharya (South Arcot cum Chingleput Non-Muham- 
niadan Kuial) Before the House disposes ot the motion before us, I 
should like to know w^hat exactly is going to be the work ot this Reforms 
Office I do not believe I shall go into the ti rminolognml diversions to 
which mv Honourable friend leferred It is not very mateiial whether 
}ou call it a “ Itelorms Offu'c or a “ Transform Ottiee ’’ Whether it 
is a Reforms (Office or a Tianstorm Office, or Deform Offiee, oi whatever else 
it ma\ be, the tact is there, that there is going to be some office of this 
kind T do not like to g‘ve out the secrets ot the Standing Finance Com- 
mittee, as my Honourable friend, Mr Gava Prasad Singh, tried to do, but 
I (“rtainlv think Ihat there is nothing wrong in saving that we must have 
as much inlc/i mation as possible as to the w’ork that this office is going 
to do betoK' v\(' give* our sanction to the money that is asked tor I be- 
lieve till'' would b(‘ a verv legitimate lequest to make I do not believe 
that mv Honourable triend v'.as right there when s<iid tluit this grant 
IS going to be* fipfiliod in connvelion with the Sinioii Commission’s Rejiort 
or any thing ot lint K'lnd As 1 undeistand, this Betorms Ottiee would <ieal 
piaetie.ill> with the miuisterml woik in eonneetion v\ith all papers 
bearing on the gcmeral subject of reforms Some ot mv own schemes 
have been s(*nt up to tint offiee, or to some offiee in eonnei tion with the 
Home Depiitment, and 1 believe I got an aeknowdedgment of them by 
somebodv calling liimselt an officer ot the Retoims Dffue So I take it 
for gi. lilted that all schemes and papers connected with the coming le- 
forriis aie being dealt with there , but I admit it is not toi me to guess 
It IS for the Government to place before us all the facts We hav^e a right 
to demaiK^ what exaetlv this offiee is going to do and I think the infor- 
mation ought to hav(* been given It is the duty ot the Government 
to place hefoie the House all tho available facts i elating to the work that 
this office has been doing till now and to what work it will do in the near 
future We want to know whether this office will serve the purpose for 
which I hopt* it has been created I think we want more information if 
we are expected to give an intelligent vote on the motion before the House 

Blr Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) Sir, I do not share the opinion of the Honourable Member whi) 
preceded me With the Report of the Simon Commission that we have 
in hand, and especially the second volume, I think it would have been 
bettei toi the Government not to press for a supplementary grant We 
know tlmt ours is a voice crying in the wilderness We know that what- 
evei advice we mav give to Government, they will not be guided by our 
advice, (\rn it that advice be the best under the circumstances posssible, 
but we have also a dutv to the taxpayers of our country and however 
insignificant the sum mav appear to the Government who deal in crore^ 
this sun* of 32,000 is certainly not an insignificant amount for the vast 
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staiMii^ iiiiili(jn'5 of the people of India After the publication of the 
second \olume ot the 81111011 llepoit, it were well for the Ilououiaole the 
Home Hembei if he had seen his \\d\ to set fire to all that related to the 
lefornis impiiiv and the Ivetorms Oftiee and thereby ha\e India this sum 
of Rs d 2,000 Theie is no need of huther letoims it >011, 111 the name 
of reform^ persist in the wa} in which you have been persisting You 
come be foie us v\ith giandiloipient phrases about Dominion Status and 
Federal States Formerly, those phiases were “ Colonial form of gov- 
ernment ” and the like Hut vou have not read the unmistakable signs 
of the times It vou still haip on the leforms, >ou mav as well go back 
to the constitution ot the goocl old da>s of the East Imba Company and 
say, “ Let us have a eompanv of tiadeis who tiaded m India and tried 
to exploit Indni a^ tar as possible ” You might even instal a puppet 
Moghul Emiieior on the tin one ot Delhi, and by showing him all outward 
semblance of lesjiect, as }ou did, occupy the whole eountry and administer 
it accoiding to voui sweet will and desire But do not speak ot reforms 
Yoin history has been one ot broken pledges The countrv is sick of it 
Theie i"* hardlv an\ left m the count ly who has any taith in >ou You 
know all these things, and knowung them as you do, you still persist m 
vour owm eaieer for }ou want to have the loaves and fishes of the ser- 
\ice — steel frame as thev call it — for \our children, >our children’s child- 
ren, foi centuiies to come, if possible You want to have a market for 
your manufadured cloth m order to feed the labourer of jour country. 
In all these vou have not got a programme for the labourers of this un- 
happy land who teed jou and clothe jou Then take off jour mask, if 
you are going to rule this countij' for vour own interests and say, “ We 
shall rule j'ou with Ordinances and with martial law ” 

Arthur Moore (Bengal European) Is the Honourable Mem- 
ber in 01 del in a^-king jou to take off your mask ’ (Laughter ) 

Mr Deputy President Mi Amar Nath Dutt 

Mr Amar Nath Dutt The Honourable Member is one of those 
whom I am addi(‘ssing II«' stvles liimself a “ Statesman and Friend of 
India ” We all know what Kind ol tiiend he is Shall I not be justified 
if I ask him to take off his mask and stvle himself “ eomniaiidei and ex- 
ploiter of India ’ ^ As I was submitting betoie the House, jou can very 
well lelieve the Indian taxpajer ol this sum of Rs 22,000 W burning all 
the papers which you have in the Reforms Office If jou reipiire a small 
match stick to light the heaps of rubbish in the Rifforms Office, the 
Indian taxpayer will gladH offer it It is a shameless exposition 
of the present methods of Government which still, in the face of the 
unanimous opposition to the recommendations of the Simon Commission, 
comes before us and saj’s, “ We have still to continue the Reforms Office 
and you are to grant money ” We on our part are certainly not going 
to grant it We are going to retuse it, although w'e know that you, with 
your official majontj', and the majoritv which you are now commanding 
as a result of the policy, which jmu have been pursuing and whicn has- 
taken away from this Assemblj all that is best in India, will carrj jour 
view But there is a higher tribunal 

Mr Muhammad Yamin (United Provinces ♦ Nominated Nonr^ 

Official) Sir, IS it Parliamentary to say that the Government have drivejk 
away all that is best in India ^ 
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Mr. Deputy President There is nothing wrong. 

Mr Amar Nath Dutt As 1 was submitting, you may be able to 
carry this rnolir.n but that will not be with the help of the vote of the 
represc ntatn es of tlie peofile ot India We are not going to be a party 
to an\ siuli thing The Honourable the Home Member comes as a stranger 
to (Voirf9 “ No, no ”) He may not be a stranger to some of us, 
but he is a 'ti anger at least to me He uas in the othei House ^o long 
Jle has no^\ (hrisin to come to us T ui'^li he eould see his ^^a> to accept 
our suggestion not to press for this supplemental j giant E\en the warm 
heart ot Sit (Jtoige Schuster, when (‘ontionted with the jiiaveis and 
supplications and, shall I sav oideis, of a (olleagiu' who happens at the 
present moment to mb' this \ast continent may gi\e wav We told the 
Ilonourable the Finance* ^lembei tliaf we could not be* a jiaitv to this and 
he was pleased to have it on reioul in the minutes ot the Standing Finance 
Committ' e that there wen* pe o]d<* a\ fm did not appin\e of this expendi- 
ture Piobably, the Honour.dile Mr H<ng i^ unawaie of these facts I 
once more ajijK’al to him to withdniw this motion 

The Honourable Mr. H G Haig (Home Membei) . Sii, perhaps I 
ma\ be pi'inutti'd to make a t<“w i^unaiks m explanation ot the Supple- 
mental} Demand J think it must be within tin* kiiowh'dge ot Ilonourable 
Membei s that loi some (*oiisid“iable time jiast, w(‘ ha\e had in the Home 
Depaitment a Dianeh (h*<ding with the re\isiou of the tonstitution, and 
collectiiig the (DO] moils amount of niatenal whieh h.is to lx* collected, sitted 
and arranged, in otd(*i that the Cio\t*i Tiin(*nt ot India, as the peiiod of 
intensn(' (fmsidei ation appro i(*hes should be able to deal with this com pli- 
cated piohh'in A\dh the great(*st possible <li‘spateh \V(*11 Sii, now that 
this jiciiod of intensiv(> ( onsidm ation is njion us the woik is leall} out- 
growing th(' ('a])a(*lt^ ot tin* Horne Depaitment and indeed it can no longer 
be niged that it cone(*ins onh the Hoim* Dep.ntnu'ut It is a mattei which 
conceins the \\liole of the Government of India and everv Department in 
it Therefore, it was eonsjdei*^*d n(*c(‘ssar\ that n separate Bianeh should 
be foiiTied — wo pave it the name of Refoims Biandi, but von n ght call 
it anything \ou like, “Revision Bianeb “ oi aiuthmg von jilease — and 
that that should operate independently of any paitieular Department At 
the same time as the work was increasing, it was telt necessarv to give 
the Branch some assistance m the way of additional staff, and that is the 
purpose tor which this Snpidementary Demand is presented I do not 
know that I m ed add anything more Possibly T should sa} a wmrd with 
reference to what w^as said h}^ the Honourable Member who disclaimed all 
acquaintance with me (Laughter) I think he possihh belongs to that 
school wLich hclieyes that these extremely intricate constitutional questions 
can he solved by merely uttering a phrase, that one arrives at the solution 
by some system of direct inspiration But the Goveinment of India feel 
that that is not the way in wdiich the problem is to be approached, but that 
they must really apply their minds to the extremelv complicated details of 
this ver> important problem It is to enable them to do this, Sir, that 
we ask foi this Supplementary Demand 

Mr Deputy President . The question is 

“ That a supplemental'}’^ sum not exceeding Rs 32,000 be granted to the Governor 
General m Council to defray the charges that wiU come m course of payment during 
the year ending the Slst da> of March, 1P31, in respect of ‘ Home Department * ** 

The motion was adopted 
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Miscellaneous 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : 8ir, I be to move 

“ That a supplementary sum not cxceKlmg R« 15,30,000 be granted to the Gov 
emor General in Council to »lofra> the tlnrge nhnh \m! 1 oome in lourne of pti^ment 
during the jeir ending the Slst d i} of Mir^n, 1031 in reaped of ‘ Mist ell ineous ’’ 

As the <inioiuit ot this Supplementar\ Demand is a veiv large one, I 
think it IS pioper that I should gne tins House some explanation of the 
pusition Those who ha\<‘ read the Repoit ot the IStanding Finance 
Committee will lealise that this sum is leijuiied to meet claims for com- 
pensation to laseais and then dependants for loss and damage caused bv 
enemy action dm mg the wai Tlnit is an account which ought to have 
been settled long ago, but owing lo the pecnliai eii enmstanees wdnch 
apply to lasears, it is realised now' that all the claims whieli di'serve 
considei ation ha\e not be<m sent in , and w'c have had to mak(‘ an esti- 
mate of what fnrthei claims aie likeK to come in A h\ed date has 
now been settled beyond wdiieh tnitlni claims a\iII not he considen d so 
that I think w(‘ may take it tint this lejnesents tlie final amount wdiieh 
is likeh to come up toi payment umlei this head It is peiha])s un- 
fortunate that, in a V'cai lil\(* tin* present, we siiouhl havi‘ had to come 
l(>iwaid loi <111 <nhlitional (hmiand ot this magnitude, but there is sonie- 
tlnng leassuiiiig which 1 tan s,i\ to tins House on th(‘ rnattio The 
pas mem ot tliese wmi claims h.is <dw,i\s lu'cii i(‘gaided as a first chaige 
on th(^ lejiai ation ieeei])ts whieli aie ai'Ciuing to tlie Ooseinimmt 
Foimeih, as Hononiahh Memhtis ,in .iwaie, tlmse Kpai.ition uaupt^s 
weie aided to <iimn<d piovdom toi tin* leduction oi asoidaiic ot 
debt l)ut as luosidt'd 1 a a elaost^ m rln* Fiimiii e Ihll ot last 3e<ii s\e 
aie now takiiur those ietMi<ition Koeipts to ie\eiiue Theietou' any 
deduction from them wouhl tall now uiioii oui KAcnin* But m this 
paitnuilai kmi, since tlie hegininng ot the financial V(Mi, we lui\e leaint 
that we shall recene an amount <0 <}hout Hs ‘H lakhs on a(*eonnt of 
Austi uin uparations, so that we h,i\e tliat unexjiectcd 'windtall to our 
eudit to halaiUM* this iin(‘xpe( t( d .md laige .imomit to oin debit and 
on balance tlie fniaiuial n^sults toi the \(ax as <nising out ol this paiti- 
cnl.ii (U omit ol wai leeeipts <nid v ,n claims, will lie iinpio\<'d I In^pe, 
8ir, that wull be leassming to Menih ‘m of tlu‘ House and 1 do not think 
that am fuithei explanation is ealh* 1 for on this cote 

The motion wms adopted 

HESOLT^TIDN RE PREVENTION OF INDFSTRIAE Af^ClDENTS 

Mr Deputy President The House will now lesume discussion oil 
the following Resolution mo\e<l h\ the Honouiable Sir Bhupendra Nath 
Mitia on the .list ]Vhirch, lOelO 

‘‘ This Assembly having ( oii^idert <1 the R 4 < ommemiation concerning tiie preven- 
tion of industn it atodente uid t)u Re< omniendation concerning responsibility for the 
project on of poi\er driven machinerA ido])ted at the Twelfth Session of the Interna 
tional Labour Gonference, reiomniends to thf Goxeinor General in Council that he should 
examine the possibibtv of giving effect to th* Recommendation concerning the preven 
tiou of industrial accidents and th it the rcMilts of this examination should be plaeM 
before th s Assembly within eighteen months from this date " 

Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohaudhury (Assam Muhammadan) Sir, I 
cannot help expressing my deep regret that the Government have not 
yet found it possible to accept the Recommendation of the International 
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Laboui (’onteieiKe Now, Sir, when the question is being postponed 
pending further investigation I should like to orter one or two brief 
remaiks on this Resolution Tins Recommendation, Sir embodies cer- 
tain general pnnei|des about the prevention of industrial accidents and 
IS meant as a guifle to less progressive countiies to adopt measures which 
have been found to be of great value in other progressive countries 
Part I of the Recommendation sa3'S 

“ Where 18 the found at loiis of tie' stud/ of xf*fideut prevention are 
(a) enquiry mto the o.iuses ind ( irt unist inces of ic< idents, 

(h) the atud^, by rne ins of sbitistn s of u(idents in each industiv is i whole, 
of tin sj'cci il (I in,4t M nhnh exist ii’ the several industries, the ‘ Livvs ’ 
detemnning the nnideme of am idents and, by comparison over a series 
of yeajs, the effeit ot lueiaures taken to avoid them , 

The Conference recommends tint enh Member should take the necessary steps, by 
means of legislative or .idministr itive a< tion, effectively to ensure the collection and 
utilisation of the above inform ition " 

Now, Sir, this part of the Recommendation lays stress on two points 
Firstly, the need for scientitie research and, secondly, the collection of 
statistics for international comparison The research, if it is to be 
fruitful, must involve all the factors, human and material, that are in- 
volved in the causation ot accidents I need hardlv explain to this 
House, that, by material factors, we mean questions like the protection 
oi machinery, the prevention of the installation of unfenced machinery, 
ventilation, light, questions relating to the hygienic condition of work- 
shops. and similar other questions By human factors are meant those 
factors which arise out of the physical and mental condition of the 
woikers , factors like industrial fatigue, the question of rest and hours 
of vvoik and such other questions I am not awaie, Sii, that the Gov- 
ernment of India have ever considered it their duty to make anv thorough 
ami systematic investigation into these matters, and I hope that this Recom- 
mendation will stimulate their effort m that direction 

As regards statistics, the need for the collection of the statistics for 
international comparison is universalh recognised I should like to 
read out to the House, in this connection, the opinions ot the various 
Govoinmont'' in Einope The German Government toi instapie con- 
siders that, in the absence of comparable accidents statistics it is im- 
possible to (liavv anv conclusion from the result of exfienence m 
different countries The Austrian Government is of the same opinion 
and adds that the compilation and development of statistics are essential 
for the safety of the workers The Go\ernment of Holland do consider 
that international accidents statistics form a highly important guide for 
the prevention of accidents, and refer particularly to the compilation 
of statistics, from which conclusions could be drawn as to the danger 
to certain machinery and certain trade The PT-ench Government re- 
gard the industrial aeeidents statistics as a most- valuable source of in- 
foirnation The British Government consider that uniformitv of statistics 
is ver> desirable and wmuld be in favour of any practical steps that can 
be taken to ensuie it 

As against all these, Sir, the Government of India hold a very 
peculiar view on the subject According to them, the conditions in' 
Ihdia are so different from the conditions obtaining in the countries of 
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the West, that any international eomparison of statistics will be mis- 
leading? I ha\e not been able to uiuleistand, Sir, how on the question 
ot the Safet;y provision and on the question ot consequences that may 
follow from the lack of such a pro\ision, the conditions can be alleged 
to be difterent between the East and the West Unfeneed machinery, 
for instance, is as much a danger to lite in the East as m the West The 
view of the Government can onh be interpreted to mean that life m 
India IS not very valuable , and world-opinion will be misled it they 
get a very harrowing impression from the high rate of statistics of the 
industrial accidents m India The Government of India aie therefore 
reluctant to place their figures betore the Bar of International judg- 
ment That IS the position 

Then, Sir, Part II of the Reeomirendation deals with the necessity 
of co-operation between the workers and the employers on the question 
of preventing accidents m industrial undertakings The Recommenda- 
tion says 

In view of the satisfactory results which experience m different countries has 
snown to follow from cooperation between ill parties interested in the priventi6n of 
mduatriil iwcidenta, particularly between employers and workers, it is important that 
the Members should do all in their powe'r to develojt and encourage such co operation 
as recommended in the Re<‘onimondation on systems of inspection adopted in 1023 ” 

Here, again, the view of the Government is very reactionary. 
According to them, any geneial djiplication ot these principles on a 
large scale is not practicable m In(iid because of the general illiteracy 
of the masses and their unorganised condition Now, Sir, the workers 
are admittedly ignorant and illiterate, but who is responsible for that t 
The Government of India did not introduce free and compulsory educa- 
tion amongst tlie masses Having denied them the edueation, to come 
foiwaid with the aigument th.it these pi^ople are too illiterate to use- 
fully co-oj)('iate IS adding insult to inpirv But th<it is not my mam 
point I maintain that the illiteiacy is no bar to their co-operation 
being secured on this question Indian workers are as intelligent and 
shrewd and possess as miicli commonsense as any other workiws in the 
West It is these things whieh eount in this connection, and not the 
fact whether they are capable ol .signing then names, or not I hope 
the Government of India vmII revise their estimate about the ability of 
Indian workers and will bear these facts in mind when they come to their 
final conclusion 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore (Member for Industries and 
Labour) Sir, the course of the debate does not render it necessary for 
me to indulge in any elaborate explanation by way of reply The point 
1 wish to emphasise is merely this, that we are seeking the authority 
of this House to conduct an investigation to see how far it is possible 
for us to accept the Recommendations of the International Labour Con- 
ference I am sure the House will agree that we could not give effect to 
the Recommendations of that Conference without reference to Local Qov^- 
ernments, without reference to organisations representing labour and 
representing employers, and without reference to interested bodies, as, 
for instance. Insurance Companies I am most grateful to the Honour- 
able Member who has just now spoken for the suggestions that he has 
made, and he may rest assured that they will be taken into considera- 
tion and given the most careful attention at the appropriate time I 
have no further observations to make 
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BIr Deputy President * The question is 

** That the following Resolution be adopted 

‘ This Assembly, hanng considered the Recommendation concerning the prevention 
of industrial accidents and the Recommendation concerning responsibility for the pro- 
tection of power driven m ichinerv adopticl at the Twelfth Session of the International 
Labour Conference, recommends to the Governor General in Council that he should 
examine the possibility of giving effect to the Recommendation concerning the preven- 
tion of industnal .iccidents and that the results of this examination should be placed 
before this Assembly within eighteen months from this date ’ 

The motion was adopted 

REPORT (W THE PPBLK' AC(M)IJNTS COMMITTEE 

Mr Deputy President Tho House will now resume furthei con- 
sideration of the following motion ino\e(l by the Honourable Sii George 
Schuster on the ‘list March, 1930 

“ That thy Rc^port of the Public Accounts Committee on the accounts ot l‘>27 2S 
be taken into consideration ’ ' 

Mr B Das (Onssa Dimmoii Non-]\Iuhammadan) Sir, dining the 
last Delhi Scsskoi the Honoinable Sir George Schuster could not pio- 
ce^d with the detailed discusMon of this motion because ot the thinness 
of the House and he could not theiefore put forwaid the point of view 
of the Government of India in the matter Although I ha've had the 
privilege to know his \ie\vpoint in anothiu plac*e nameh the Public 
Accounts Gommittoe, it i\ould \e]\ much have helped the discussion on 
the floor of this House h,id we had his \ lews in the matter 
Sir, Honoinable Members of this House, w^ho aie all tar’di n with the 
Goveiunnuit of India Act and th(‘ Indian Legisla- 
^ tive Rules, know^ that iindei the new nd’oims that 

came in in 19P), the Lc'gislatin e wms given a ei^rtain pow ei , the Legis- 
latine wms gnen a certain amount of financial contiol Foimeih after 
the l\rinto-i\loiley Retorms, Honourable Members could onh talk on the 
Budget, but they could not touch the Finance Members because they 
had no (o.itiol on tliem But alter the 1919 Hetoims came into loioe, 
when the new Legislative Rules w'ere drafted, the Legislature was given 
ceitain powu‘rs These pow'eis are embodied in rules lO, al and 52 of 
the Legislatue Assemblv Manual, a copy of which e\ery Honourable 
^lember possesses I will read rules 51 and 52 to acciuaint Honourable 
Members wuth the constitution of the Public Accounts Committee 
Aiiicle 161, page 57 of the Manual of Business and Procedure reads 

" As SCO 1 as m-iy bo after the eommen cement of each financial ^ear, a Committee 
on Pnbln Accounts shall be constitute <1 for the purpose of de.ilmg with the appropria- 
tion accounts of the Governor General in Council and the rc}>ort ot tne audit officer 

thereon md such other matters as the Finance Department inaj refer to the Com- 
mittee ” 

The next paragraph deals with the number of persons that can attend 
the Committee I wull now read article 162, rule 52 

“ (1) In scrutinizing the appropriation accounts of the Governor General iHr 
Council and the report of the audit officer thereon, it shall be the dut\ of 
the Committee to satisfy itself that the money voted by the Assembly 

has been spent within the scope of the demand granted by the Assembly 

(2) It Bh&U be the duty of the Committee to bring to the notice of the 
Assembly — 

(i) every re appropriation from one grant to another grant . 
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(it) every re appropriation within .t grant v>luch la not made lu accordance 
with such rules as may be prescribed by the Finance Department , and 

(tit) all expendituie whicli the Finance Depirtment haa requested should be 
brought to the notice of the Assembly ’ ’ 

bir, the report which we are considering, the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee Report of 1927-2S, happens to be the seventh report that was 
presented by the Public Accounts Committee < f this House Although 
twice or thrice we drew the attention of the Honourable the President 
and the Go\ernment to the point that an opportunity should be afforded 
for disciisMon, it vva^ lett to the Committee of 1927-28 to formulate pro- 
posals as to how it should be diseiissed I ma\ inform Honourable 
idembeis that these Pubhv. Accounts Committets aie formed just on the 
line and on the piactice of the Biitish Parliament, with one difference, 
mat in the House of Commons the President ot the Public Accounts 
Committee is a Member of the Opposition, while here the President ot 
llc' Publn Aei omits (’ommittee liappens to be the Honourable the 
T'iiiaiue ^buiib(u of tlie Co\ernmont ot India The same thing happiuis 
also in tli(' Pn-MiKial Go\ernments uhere the Fin inee Mcmbei pies'des 
1 may take tins oopoitunity ot acknowledging the taiiness and couitisv 
that the Finance Members, 8ir Basil Blackett who w^ns a Finanee Mem- 
bei oi tliH IIouM' tor ti' e yea is and my Ilonounible friend Sir (xcoige 
Schustei la\c alwa\s s’H)\\n to the laembeis of th ' Public A<comits 
Committee I must also retm to the fact tiiat at the time of discussion 
in the Committee, Sir Basil Blackett or Sir George Schuster as Chairman 
always had taken an intlejiemUnt attitude' (Hear, hearC sometimes also 
forgetting that either ot them was the' riiiancc ^lember of the Govern- 
ment ot India or that they' w'cre ha\ing certain definite interests of the 
irOAernment of India to sategnard I lefer to this in full appreciation 
ct their work and I acknowledge this part ot the fairness on the part 
OI the Finance Members, who have to pieside over the Public Accounts 
Committees under the present constitution I am no^- questioning lu're 
U'. to who should be the Chan man ot this Committee After the statu- 
tory changes, that question ma\ ciop up But I am only intimating to 
the House what the present procedure is There is a practice in the 
House of Commons that on certain occasions the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee’s reports are discussed on the floor ot the House We that want 
to follow the precedent of the House of Commons in the working of the 
Indian Legislative Assembly' also want the same procedure to be followed 
on the floor of this House I mav just remark that a certain Commission, 
namelv th( Simon Commission, has said that A\e should not follow' the 
British constitution m detail and that we should go to America and 
follow their Federal constitution But the American constitution, as 
tar as my knowledge goes mav be a good standard for those seven 
gentlemen who reported in the Commission, but we all know the political 
scandals and the manipulations that are going on in America We all 
know the Tammany Hall methods ot New York State and we also know 
how the capitalists control the Senate, how the President of the 
American White House is elected through the rival capitalist factions 
T need not refer to the Teapot Dome oil scandal, where even certain 
American Cabinet Ministers were imolved in the charge of profiteering 
Ibrough oil after the great war Well, Sir, for me America does not 
offer any standard, and for me Miss Mayo’s land has no standard I I 
ha-ie my qnaTrel with the British Government and ,the British 
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Parliament and the British Members opposite, but still I would like to 
see the evolution of a constitution for India on the standard of the British 
constitution In the Public Accounts Committee we were indebted to 
the Finance Department for giving us, in a memorandum, the procedure 
and practice that is followed in the House of Commons That was dis- 
cussed in detail in the Public Accounts Committee of 1927-28, and 

made a recommendation, which is given in paragraph 30, page 11, 
Volume I of that Report The proposals are summarised here 

“ The proposals which have touie forwaid in the course of tins discussion fait 
under three mam heads 

(a) that on a motion that ‘ the report be taken into consideration there should 
be a general discussion on the report as a whole analogous to that which 
taken place at the general discussion stage of the budget , 

(h) that in addition or posHiblj as an alternative to a motion that * the report 
be taken into consideration tlicre should be afforded to the Assembly in 
opportunity to discuss, on definite resolutions moved special topics re^ 
ferred to, or recommendations made, in the report , 

(c) that after the motion that ‘ the report be taken into consideration ’ there 
should bo a further motion that ‘ the report be adopted ’ and that it 
should be open to the Assembly to discuss the vote upon amendments 
moved to the report ” 

All these three alternatives, the Committee discustsed last year for many 
hours, but they could not come to any tentative conclusion They re- 
corded a find-ing on page 12 

“ The opinion of our Committee on the choice between these two aJtermitives has 
been divided , but we are all agreed that ts desirable to avoid fixing any procedure 
without asoertoMiing the views of the Assembly.* ^ 

This recommendation, my Honourable friend Sir George Schuster has 
fulfilled by bringing forward this Resolution so that Honourable Members 
present here may express their views Whatever the general opinion of 
this Houise may be during this Session, that will be carried out in future 
Sessions My own personal view I gave before the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee, but since then I have worked out in my mind a scheme and I feel 
every Member of the Assembly ought to express his views on the Public 
Accounts Committee’s Report on the floor of this House They will sug- 
gest or recommend to the Executive Government to carry out certain re- 
commendations of the Public Accounts Committee, or take action on the 
Report that is before them or on the previous Reports of the Pul>lic 
Af'c(>uiits Committees But I think that, at this stage, this Hou^e ought 
not to pass any Resolutions, and that this House will have no right to 
amend the Report of the Public Accounts Committee becau«:e the Public 
Accounts Committee happens to be a statutory committee elected by this 
House, exc<‘pt tlne<' Members that are reserved to the Government of 
India to nominiilc Whatever the findings of that Committee are, they 
should be aceepled by the House, but the Members of the House will 
exercise their privileges in criticising the Report for improving the work 
of the future Committees It may be that the Honourable the Fmauce 
^lember happens to be the Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee 
Vlio tvdl move his motion, as he has moved to-day, that the Report of the 
Fttbhc Accounts Committee be taken into consideration Honourable 
Members who are interested in it should make their observations and the 
iBjfeeiitive Government will take such observations into consideration, and 
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the next yc.ir tbe> may report to the Public Accounts Committee Hhat 
action thc\ ha\e taken with regard to any unanimous proposal made hj 
this House 1 vas one of those \^ho always advocated, on the door of this 
House, the consideration of the Public Accounts Committee’s Report, 
because, iii m\ se^en years’ experience of the working of this House, I 
find that the principle, which was conceded through the Public Accounts 
Committee, that this House should exercise propei financial control, haa 
been neglected by this House, and it mainly laid stress on one pnncip|b> 
the principle of constitutional advancement Not that I have not joined 4ii 
that agitation Lut that is only one aspect of our work as Members of 
this House Sii, for years the elected representatives had no control ov'cr 
the finances In 3921 that principle was conceded to us It seems that this 
House has neglected to exercise its proper functions, and as I have worked 
for four yeai s on that Committee, I feel that Members of this House should 
criticise our work and should know what we have achieved in that Com^ 
mittee A former Auditor-General, Sir Frederick Gaiintlett, very nicely 
expressed the functions of the Public Accounts Committee and 1 will just 
read what he said 

“ The pnm iry function of the Public Accounts Committee is to initiate the evolu 
Uon of fundamental pniiciples md thus to .iwnisi the Government in making a complete 
and accurate statement of those principles ’ ’ 

As I ''fiid, ihi*' House had been uoiried over one particular principle 
and has not t orr.ed over establishing further principles about financial 
control The I'nliJic Accounts (’ominittee has tried its best, during the last 
seven >eais, to initiate further principles and it has e>tablished some con- 
ventions It has extracted from Government certain rights and privileges, 
for which I am proud as a member of that Committee, and as a Member 
of this Legislature But I think it v the duty of Members of this House 
to know what are these privileges that have been extracted from Govern- 
ment on that Committee I must just mention here that, on the first day 
that we met this year in the Public Accounts Committee, an Anglo-IndiajJ 
paper — it is not my friend Mr Arthur Moore’s paper but the Pioneer 
of Allahabad — while discussing the R(*Bolution which the Government of 
India issued last month, said that it was all right for Government to pas» 
these Resolutions for the better working of the Committee, but that it 
depended on whether the Committ(‘e members were willing to work, and 
the Pioneer opined that there was always a clash m these Committees 
My experience in the Public Accounts Committee and in other Committees, 
even in the Select Committees, shows that there is seldom any clash 
between the non-officials and Government in fundamental matters when- 
ever we examine the principles involved in a particular Bill or whenever 
we sit as members of a particular (’ommittee Of course in one particular 
matter we differ and that is with regard to constitutional questions, and 
for that one fundamental difference between us and the Government no 
paper worth its name has any right to condemn us and pass that 
of remark that there is constant clash m the Committee between us and 
Government , and I do ho-pe that, when my Honourable fnend Sir Gleorge 
Schuster rises to reply, he will agree with what I have observed aibout the 
working of the Committees 

I may here observe that the Public Accounts Committee is assisted 
hy the Auditor-General, who has got certain f^atutory powers given to 
him ^ by the Government of India Act and h^ has ce^*tain special rif^hts tb 
direct the Secretary of State over the Government of Indih’, 
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While he draws his pay from the Government of India, he has the power 
and privilege to criticise the action of the Government of India regard- 
ing finance and financial control and expenditure My experience of the 
two AuditorS'General, Sir Frederick Gauntlett, ^ho retired last year m 
a bla/e of glory, and Mr Bin don, a friend of this Hou^e who was a Mem- 
ber here for four or five years, shovs that the Auditor-General and his 
staff, the Chief Auditors and Accountants-General, are all anxious to see 
that the statutory rules which concede certain rights to the Legislature 
are not trodden upon by the Execute e and every year the Auditor- 
Geneial sits in the Public Accounts (’ommittee and assists us to exeK'ise 
oui functions Sir Frederick Gauntlett, hefoie he retired, issued a b'^ok 
called the Epitome of Rt'jioits from the Central Committee of Public 
Accounts, 1923-27 and of the Goicrnment orders thereon, with an index ” 
lie also issued a memoiandum on the w'ork of the Public Accounts Com- 
mittees in India Those Ilonouiable Members wFo aie inteiested in the 
finances of IndiH ouglit to lead these two books and they will know how^ 
the liiianees ai(‘ controlled The epitome ot the Repoits shows how the 
recommendations ot the Public Accounts Committee ha\e been given 
effect to by Government ft lias been sO fai the practice of Goveinimnt 
to i‘‘SU(‘ A R(*so!iit!oii fiom the Finame Department about the action taken 
'by (4oveniment \e.tT uul at limes nmtteis li,i\e lx n letcinu] to 

the Seeietary ot State, and th(‘ statntoiv mb' }ia\e been amended To 
cite an instunct*, 1 will leter t(» one paitieuDi ca''e. which is irnen on 
pages kS-39 of the epitome, where the Public Accounts Committee sug- 
gested a certain change of inle^ regaiding new services to the Govern- 
ment ot India The Government of India had to refer the case to the 
Secretary of State, because the Indian Legislative Rules uiKhr tlie Go^“ 
ernment of India Act cannot be amended In this House hut can onK be 
aim'nded with the consent and agreement of the Seendaiv of State , and 
the Se(‘ietar} of State, in the letter dated the ITtli October I92H, said 

“ T (111 to mfonii -vou that the Serretar; of ‘^t it<' m Coun( il In', s'lni t rei< <1 the 
amciulineuts proposed In the Go\ ernment of India to sub rule ( 1 ) of lule of the 
Indian Legialative Rules and sub inle ( 1 ) of rule 12 of the ProviUMl LtgisKtivo 
Council Rules ” 

So, Sir, a statutori committee appointed bv this House made certain 
recommendations to the Go\einment, and through the Goveinment and 
the Auditor-General to the Secretary of State who rules us nom 
England You know. Sir, that we tried to amend certain rules in the 
Legislative Manual and that w^e haie not succeeded , rather, those who 
were jiolitically minded tried to get a certain extension of powers and 
privileges of this House, but it has gone the other way But, Sir, in 
the matter of financial control, I think the Committee has reason to be 
proud of having achie\ed certain amendments The House ought to 
know' what those changes are I read out from the Legislative Rules 
what pow'er we have got in the Public Accounts Committee , wc 
scnitinise the accounts and see that appropriations under heads are 
correct and that the Government do not exceed their powers , and within 
my experience, we have established one convention The House knows 
that wc have no right to criticise non-voted grants " but, be it said to 
the credit of the Chairmen of the Public Accounts Committee, both of 
whom were and are members of the Government of India, that they have 
ooncedeil certain rights, and we at present enjoy the right of raising 
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questions of policy and principle over non-voted grants — not that we c m 
reduce any such grant, but our effeetne eiitieism helps the Finance Depart- 
ment in reducing those grants oi in modifying them Last yeai ’s Report 
as veil as the Report for 1926-27 contain certain draft rulOs, vhiei) 
might interest business men vho au* Members of this House, regarding 
purchases of stores for the Army and Railvajs and regarding contracts 
and they vill find that contracts are now earned out under standard rules. 
We raised the question in the C'ommittee and the Government of India 
agreed that certain general rules should be observed in these matters by 
e^ery Department of the Government of India 

Then, as regards diseiplinarv action, we found that \ariouH Depart- 
ments of the Government ot India had various special rules about the 
(.liseiplinary action that should be t.iken, and that vliile in certain Depart- 
ments only the Invest ranks were punished, in other Departments the 
lu'ad of the Departnumt was broiiglit to hook We drew the attention 
of the Go^ eminent to this, and suggi'sted that disciphnaiy action should 
be unitorm, and that offieiTs lesponsible should be bi ought to book The 
Oo\einment of India agieed to this , and now, not only m the civil 
Departmenls, hut also in tlie Milit<n\ and in the Railways, o\ei which m> 
Honourable friends, Mr Maekwoith Young and Mr Ibirsons preside, it 
his been agie(‘d that (list iplinai \ action should be taken against officers 
and departmental bcsids wlio ai(‘ i ('sponsibh* and mei(‘ clerks should not 
b(' ]>enalised 

Talking of the Aimv tins House Knows that Ave have no control over 
the Aimy expendituic' I may <dso explain that the Gommittee doe> not 
go into the detailed appropi lation a(('Ounts of the Army , the Govern- 
ment of India apjioiiits au ad ho( committee, over which the Finance 
Member presides, and wliicli goes into detail and examines the aceountii 
oi the Army I must jiay a tribute to that Committee , I have seen four or 
hve R(*ports of that C'ommittee, «nid 1 must sav that thc‘v have done their 
AAorlv as thoroughU as th(' Miunbeis of tin* Public Accounts Committee do 
in legard to other subjects The Rc-poi t of th(‘ ad hoc Committee is pre- 
sented to the Public* Accounts ('oimiiittc'e, and tlic' Members of the latter 
Coniinilloe are at libc'rtv to raise discussions on anv decisions that might 
have been arrived at , and althougli the Military Budget is non-voted, and 
we haAc no right at })iesent to rc'cbue it even, by a ru})ee, still Ave control 
it through the ad hoc Committee Th<‘refore, Hir, when I ask this House 
to take a further interest in thc‘ Public* Accounts Committee’s Report, my 
ohjeet IS that the Finance Member slionld give an opportunity to this 
House e' ery year, before he introduces the General Budget, or even the 
Railway Budget, say in early Febrnaiy, to discuss the Report, so that 
thereby the Members of this House can have a vivid picture of what the 
Committee has done and how the finances of the country are controlled, 
and w^hen we come to the Budget discussions on the Railway, Army and 
Civil Budgets, WT can do better justice to those Budgets 

Another matter that I want to mention, Sir, is this We, who work 
as Members of the Committee, AAaiit thc' other Members of this House 
to take some interest in onr work There is at jirescnt no co-ordination 
between the work there and the work of this House At least that has 
been my experience for the last seven years I know there are many 
Honourable Members here who are almost new to the House and who have 
come in only this day, and so they are not familiar with the work and I 
LIOPB(LA) B 
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am boiry that events m the country have led to that situation , yet 1 iiiinlv 
thai e\ery Moinbei who wants to discharge his dutico as a Member ol tlu 
Assembly should take a keen interest in the Ivepoit oi the rublie Aceounts 
(joni/jiittee and ollei ellecLive criticisms wheievei possible 

bn, 1 do not want to go into the details oi this Keiioit 1 have oiii> 
indicated in what way the House should aiipioach the mattei , and as 
legal ds how iai we have succeeded in oui woik in the Committee 1 shall 
icti\e It to othei Ivienibeis to judge 

Maul VI Abdul Matin Chaudhury (Assam MuiiammadaiC fc>ii, ni 
dmeussing this licpoit oi the Cublic Accounts Committee, 1 want to 
draw' the particular attention ot tins House to the hiiancial position oi 
tile i'obts and Telegiaphs Depaitmeni lloiioiii able Meiubeis aie avaie 
that m the yeai 1923-20 the aeeoiiiits ot llie l^osts and Telcgiaphs De- 
partment were coinniereinlis'*d and it w'as intended that the Depart 
meiit should pay its wa} and should not be a bin den on the geiieial 
tax-pajxu* , any \lu plus (hat the Depailment earned would go tow aids 
the leduction oi its e<iintal liabilitv, the extension oi pust<il lacilitios, 
the impiovement ol the sei\iee conditions ol postal ciiiplovees, and 
the reduction ol pusttil rates lii the ^eai 1927-28 tlie Dipailinent show- 
ed d profit oi Hs 4( lakhs and it is within knowledge ol Honourable 
Mcmb<‘rs that in the next jear, 1^28-29, theie was ,i delieit ot Ks 54 
lakhs Now, Sir, the Postal Department is a monopolv , th<‘ postal rates 
are faiily higli, tind T Iia\o no reason to believi' tlmt the Dep<irtment is 
extiuvagant or iii(‘flicieiit , wh> then this deficit ’ (Au Honouuiblc Moii 
hu “ Question ”) That question is answered 1)\ ilu Kopoit is 

betore us It is due to certain circumstanees ()\<‘i wliiCi the P(»stal De- 
partment has no control When the Deiiaitimmt w.i-* fust commer^ 

cialiscd, there were made certain arbitiarv finaneial ,ii i angements which 
au responsible foi the ])resent deficit The Post.d D(‘p.»rtment staued 
under a heavy initial luindicap Tn fat prospeioiis ^ears they could 
carry on somehow, but in lean \ ears of trade dcqiression, they find them- 
selves in deep wmiei tluougli no fault of theiis Another reason for 
this deficit is the extraordinary delay m the ad]ustment of ceitain 
luter-dcpartmental claims which is afTecting the postal finances very 
prejudicially As a matter of fact, ihc Postal Depaitment is being ex- 
piOited by other Government Departments 

1 shall illustrate. Sir, one by one Take the Foreign and Political 
Department On page 32 of the Report under the head “ Adjustments 
between Posts and Telegraphs and other Departments ”, it is stated 
thus 

The only important adiustment outstanding under this head is with Formgu and 
Pohtual Department This Department was naked to bear losses mcurrenl by tlie Posts 
and Telegraphs Departmoiit on account of postal and telegraph fatilitn^ provided 
for purelv political re'isons Tlie principle tliat tho Foreign and Political Depaitment 
should bear such losses has been accepted and only certain details ha\e to be worked 
out It is expoited that the case will be settled soon According to present calcula 
tions, the lmblbt^ of the Foreign and Political Dcpnrtmeut is assessed b> the Posts 
nnd Telegraphs Department at Ks 2,85,000 

Now, I may inform the House that this has not been settled yet 

Now, Sir, on the question of delaying payments of postal claims, the 
Railways are the worst offenders I do not see my Honourable friend 
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Ir Parsons here, but his Department is raising an interminable series 
t objections and counter-claims, and for the last five years they have 
leen carrying on discussion without arriving at any decision. Dast 
^ear, Sir, the Committee felt constrained to make the following obser- 
vations 

‘ ‘ The totnl amount involved is iioi\ estimated at about 12 Likhs The Coiniuittoe 
csired to record that the settlement of the item should be expedited as the commerei \\ 
esults of the working of the Department could not bo ascertained accurate!) till tins 
nd the other outstanding quc'-tions regarding adjustments were settled ’ ’ 

Then, Sir, theie is the question of provincial contributions Last 
rear the Postal Department paid IH lakh«« to the Provincial Governments 
Under the Indian Stamp Act, the postage stamps of half anna, one anna 
ind two annas and four annas denominations maj" bo utilised for the pur. 
loses of stamp dut\ , and these 48 lakhs of provincial contribution is the 
amount paid as a lump sum in respect of these stamps Now, Sir, these 
18 lakhs ie])iesent l|16th ot the total revenue earned by the Post Office 
bj Ibe saV ot postal stalioneiy It is, Sir, aBsurd to suggest that, out 
of the enormous volume ot caids, envelopes and postage stamps sold 
for oidmaiv pui poses, and foi n‘gistiation and insuiance, l|16th is uti- 
lised for the purpose of stamp duty As a matter of fact, from the 
year 1906 to 1924 this eontnbution ivas fixed at 19 lakhs of rupees In 
the year 1925-26 it was raised at once to 47 lakhs T would ask 
Uonourable Membeis to take a note of that date It was just on the 
eve of the rommei eialisation of the D(‘partment that they were saddled 
with this honvy burden I think, Sir, on an equitable distribution, this 
amount ought to be reduced at least by 20 lakhs 

Then, again, Sir, the Postal Department is made to give a free gift 
of postage stamps to the Indian States worth about Rs 10 lakhs If 
for certain political considerations this gift is to continue, surely the 
Foreign and Political Department should pay for it and not a commei- 
cial Department like the Postal and Telegraph Department 

Then, again, with regard to the Depreciation Fund, the Postal 
Department is lequiied to pay a very high amount towards the Depre- 
ciation Fund, as coinpaied with their actual expenditure on renewal 
and replacement I shall give the House a few figures to illustrate my 
Iioint In the year 192'‘3-26, the eontnbution to the Depreciation Fund 
was thiity-one laklis, and the .ictnal expenditure on renewal and replace- 
ment v<is 10 lakhs In 1926-27, the contribution was to be 30 lakhs 
and the actual expendituie 8 lakhs , and in 1927-28, the contribution 
was to be 52 laklis and tlie actual expenditure 8 lakhs It is quite 
evident from this that the life assigned to the capital assets of the Po>tul 
Department has been too short and the rate of contribution too high 
The Post and Telegraph Department, 8ir, submitted a memorandum to 
the Committee on this question, and T should like to read an extract 
from it for the information of the House 

‘ ' It niay first be pointed out that there is now fairly conclusive evidence in support 
of the goiifial impression that the lives asaignod to the capital assets of the Posts and 
Telegraphs Department for the purpose of regulating contributions to the Depreciatiwi 
Fund are, m the case of some of the more important assets, too short It has been 
ascertained that more than half the total iron wire included in the assets of the depart 
meat on 1st Apnl, 1925, had lasted its full prescribed life by 1926 The original value 
of this time expired wire was .ipproxmntely Es 289 lakhs whereas tet^ expemii 

tnro on renewals and replacements of iron mre during the four yes .25-26 to 1928 
29 amounted to only about Bs 91 lakliS It is therefore clear thi, the bulk of this 

L4CPP<LA) b2 
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iron niro ib still in use and likol} to rom.nn no for nianj joara to eonio In the caae of 
posts, Mjiproxim iti'h two thuds of the total number in use (original value Us 420 
lakhs) mil have Lmted tin ir pies<rib(d life in 1031 The actu il expciidUiire on renewals 
and replafonienls of jiosts during the same four voais is hikhs .ind there is no doubt 
that these posts will not hive to be fiill^y n plated foi a great man} vears 

The corresponding figures foi topper wire are as follows 

Rs 

Original value of wire that has lust become time expired .S'iJ lakhs 

Actual expenditure on renewals and replaeeinents during the 

last 4 }oara 1025 26 to 192« 20 3i lakhs 

The bulk of this eopper wire is still in extellent condition and will not need leplate 
ment in the near future 

These facts stHun to est iblisli bevoiid doubt the inade<pia< v of the ‘ lives ’ at 
present assigned tt> jiosts and linos, whith (onstitute in value more than two thirds of 
the tot il wasting assets of the department The figures in the statement referred to m 
paragr iph 4 of tins note ilso afford strong ( onfirniation of this conclusion 

I think, Sir, wo ‘>hall bo on very safo ground if wo reduce our 
contnbution fo Iho Dopiooial ion Fund by IK l,> lakhs 

Now, Sir, to sum up tlio wliole situation, if we get Rs 2 lakhs and 
85 Iboiisand fioiii the Foioigii and Political Dojiaitment, and it wo rea- 
lise Ils 12 lakhs from the Railways and Fanals, if the provincial con- 
tribution IS reduced bj 20 laKlis, and if the Postal Department gets cre- 
dit foi the Rs 10 lakhs wMiith of free postage stamps whioh are now 
given as a free gift to Indian States, and if the Depreciation Fund is 
reduced by 15 lakhs, we shall have an additional sum of 60 lakhs in the 
postal exchequer, and this sum, together with the 20 lakhs normal 
growth of revenue, will not only be quite enough to wipe out the deficit 
and restore equilibrium, but it will also make provision for the reduc- 
tion of postal rates Sir, I refer to all these figures, because we under- 
stood in the Public Aeeounts Committee that the Postal Department, 
forced by the exigencies of the circumstances, were contemplating an in- 
crease the postal rates I maintain, Sir, there is no jnstitication foi it, 
and the situation can he met wuthont any increase of the postal rates, 
and if any attempt is made by the Postal Department in that direction, 
that ought to be strongly lesisted by this House 

Mr W S Lamb (Burma European) Sir, with your permission I 
should like to make a few remarks concerning systems of accounts 
generally I ha\e been assured by the Honourable the Finance Member 
that so long I make intelligent remarks he would have no objection 
(Laughter ) 

To illustrate the point with which I am particularly concerned, 
with your permission and that of the House, I should like to quote from 
the Repoit of the Public Accounts Committee on the Accounts of 1924- 
25 At page 14 of that Report there is this 

“ Then m, howovoi, some dauger that enthuBiaani for Togiilarity in necoimting will 
prove to have been |)ushc(l too far at the expense of efficient adnuniatTation if care is not 
taken to si'o, jurtuubirlv in relation to coiumercmbsed departments, that improved 
systems of .u'<ountuig do not throw an undue strain on the rxceiitive of such depart 
menta to th ' ibtiunent of thou proper functions, and that the executive are provided 
with the riiiht sort of finamial assistance and advice ” 

Now, Sir, when as a new Member of the Assembly I read those re- 
marks, it appeared to me that the IMhho Accounts Committee had laid 
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upo<n themselves the duty of ascertaining, in the coming years, whether 
the fears they expressed in the Report, which I have quoted, were 
justifted, and if at all they were justified, that they would come to the 
House and make recommendations and suggestions. Now, I looked 
forwaid with inteiest to see the Report of the following year. I 
wondered whether I could see a similar humanitarian’ spirit exhibited. 
In neither the Report for 1925-26 nor the one before us now is there any 
mention, any remark whatever, concerning this question which they 
themselves raised in 1924-25 Now% it is probable— certain in fact — that 
in allowing such comments to be made, there must have been a great 
deal said about the employees whose duty it is to deal wuth these highly 
refined and complicated accounts Rut, as T have said, we have nothing 
My Ilonourahle friend, Mr Neogy, who is not in the Ilouse at the 
moment, has been constantly on the Public Accounts Committee, and he 
might tell us why the Public Accounts Committee failed to follow up 
the remarks or recommendations of its predecessor and consider whether 
those fears were justified In the same Report, you will find • 

" SOUK' ot the t.isoH whuli wo have dealt with in regard to the Pogts and 

Telograplm Dopaitnusit suggest tint tlie rules regarding control of expenditure may in 
some c.ises Ik heiond tlu’ prisent (apncit\ of the staff which is called upon to apply 
those rules ’ ’ 

Since mention is made of the Posts and Telegraphs Department, I 
may be permitted to make a feiv lemarks In this \eiy Report of 1924- 
25, there is a note describing the new^ account system w^hich was then 
adopted It appeals to me that sufiieicnt time has elapsed to enable the 
Public Accounts Committee to heai evidence and to judge w^hether this 
account system of the Posts and Telegraphs does or does not, m its own 
words, interforo witli the efficiency of the dcpaitmont ” I have talk- 
ed with men, wuth officials, not only in Buima, but m other provinces, who 
have had to deal wuth those accounts, and I have been told that, parti- 
cularly on the cnginecnng side the men who have to administer these 
accounts are compelled to spend hours attending to them instead of 
to their own jobs The result is that men, technical men, engineers, who 
should be toimng and looking aft(M the ifiany telegraph lines, in Burma 
for instance, are not able to attend to such duties because of tlie nature 
of these accounts I hear even where that employees of Government 
have, what is called, vulgarly, to ‘ sw^eat blood'’ in avoiding audit 
objection, and I suggest that this question is eminently one for the 
consideration of the Public Accounts Committee, even moie so than it 
was in 1924-25, and I hope that the Ilononrable the Finance Member 
will afYord the next Public Aeeo-unts Committee an opportunity of exa- 
mining those who aie called upon 1o deal with accounts, particularly 
of the kind to which I have refcirod 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) Sir, the 
subject which is before the House for discussion to-day — and the mere 
fact that we are having this discussion I think, is a matter of some 
interest— has a long history behind it During these last years, the idea 
of having the Report of the Public Accounts Committee discussed bv 
this House has been brought up from time to time, and now at last this 
event, to which many Members, or Honourable gentlemen, who have 
been Members of this House in the past, have looked forward, has come 
about. I think all Honourable Members will agree with me that it is 
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perhaps unfortunate that we should have come to this discussion at a 
tune when interest is largely centered on other matteis, and, of course, 
we are in a particular difKcultv now because the motion is alieady very 
much behind time It should have been taken up in the last Delhi 
Session It had to be postponed then because time could not be found, 
and now here ue are in the lattci part of 1930 discussing the Report 
on the Accounts of 1927-28 Theiefoie, our discussion is to a great 
extent out of date 

Nevertheless I confess mvself that I am very glad that this occasion 
has beim reached, and I find that even the debate to which v\c ha\(‘ 
listened to-dnv contains ( l(‘in(Mits of eonsiddable value I should like 
to show what 1 mean bv (h‘aling with the thiee speeches which w^e have 
heard My Jlononiahle friend Mi II Das, who \cr\ appi ojii latclv was 
the fiist spi'akei on thn occasion — 1 say, a])i)iopii.itel> , because this 
House knows what a gi(‘at and continuous interi'st lu* has alwc^s taken 
in the atfaiis ot tin* Public Accounts Pornmittee— ni} llonoin able fi lend 
Mr B Das dealt gfuiciall} with the tiinctions ot the Pommitt(‘(‘ and he 
struck a note which I should like to repeat and to emiihasise He wished 
to bring to the notici' of the House the gieat impoi lance ot the wmrk 
W'hich this Committee does T stronglv endoiso all that he said on that 
matter, and if the lesult of this debate is no greatei than to cause some 
Honoiiral)l(‘ Memlxus to (all toi their copies of tin* Public Accounts Com- 
mittee’s Repoils and have a look at them and see what subiects are 
dealt with in those Reports — if it has achieved no furthei pin pose than 
that, I think this debate will have been of value Mv Honourable friend 
Mr Das, at the outset of his siicoch, referred to a comm('iit in a recent 
issue of a prominent newspapei which, dealing with the Government’s 
Resolution on th(‘ Report which is now before us, made the lemark that 
all these good intentions would work well, provided the\ were worked 
in a proper spii it, and provided there was no clash between the Govern- 
ment and the members of the Committee T should like to as^oelatc 
myself with what my Honourable friend said w^hen lie dopiecated the 
suggestion that there was anv clash between the Ch.tiiman representing 
the Oovernment and the members of the Committee T can 'sav toi m>- 
h(‘lf that 1 hav(‘ received Ihe most whole heaited co-opei ation fiom thi* 
(''ommittee Thev have been veiy helpful to me at all times and 1 
regard tlie Pulilie Aeeonnts Committee, jnst as T do the Standing 
Finanee (Vurimittee, as a most valuable assistance to the Finance Mem- 
b(‘T T think it is impoitant at this .stage, wdien w^e st.ind on tlie thn’shold 
(d n nw'U'w 0 * Uie ennstitution — and let me sav on the thieshokl of, as 
we all hope ,i eansiderable constitutional advance towards responsibility — 
that the ])nblic, — if th(‘v pay rdtention to the debates of this House — 
and this House itself should realise what an important function those 
two Committees perfoim In the Standing Finanee Committee and in 
the Public Accounts Committee the public have mstinmouts which give 
them th(‘ power to exercisi* a v'ery considerable control of expenditure 
In the Standing Finanee Committee thev' can cheek items proposed foi 
expenditure before the money is spent In the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee thev can elieek how the money has been spent and to what extent 
the public has benefited from the expenditure The more the const itn- 
tion advances towards responsibility, the more important do those 
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Committees become, and 1 hope that those of us who have worked m 
the early days on those Committees eaii feel that we have at least done 
some public service m starting a good tiadition — a tradition of thorough- 
ness, impartiality and a desire to seaieh to the bottom all important 
affairs, which will stand the eountiy m good stead in the future Mr 
Das referred to the fact that the Committee was able to examine matters 
affecting the non-\oted Deniaiids That, I think, gives tlicm a particular- 
ly important o])[)oitunity, and 1 think Mr Das will acknowledge that 
we have always done oui best to enable members of the Committee to 
follow up what are lealh mattois of public interest, even in connection 
with tlie non-voted subjects lie also lef erred to another sphere of the 
Committee’s work, tluor mf'iKMee on the discipline of the scivice, m 
the sense that the^ weie able to eall attention to points where disciphnarv 
action was e<illed foi, and to asis'rtain whethm the piojiei disciplinaiy 
action had lusui takmi '^I’lnit is an asjiect of the mattei in which you, 
Sir, as a iiitnubm ot the' ComnnttM' iia\e ahva^s sho\»n a particular 
interest, and I A('utni(‘ to liunk that tlie luteiest shou n l)^ the Committee 
mav !)(' felt tlnongliout tin* nlioh s«i\uo It v ill b<‘ v.duable if that 
inteiest should coninnn' and as 1 lm\(‘ s<nd befoie, tlu' moi e we move 
to lesponsibb' goviu nimoit the moie \aluable does that become 

I shonlfl lilu' imsilt to Tclei to a thud spisoal featuri' in the duties 
of the (Vimmittei* uliieli m^ lIonouiMhle liieiid did not touch upon 
When I sa\ duties, 1 perlnips use loo ^liong a woid 1 slnuild perhaps 
say opjiorluintii's We li<i\(‘ emliMMun ed, pnititulaily in the last two 
years, to devote* our attention to the woiking results of the commercial 
conecins in vhicli the Co\(‘tnnH‘ut <ire intmested, .'iid, <«s a result of 
the recomniendatioi's leconb'd 1)\ the (\)mmittee last year, wc have been 
able to get before us this <i m a %olume in tin* foim of an ap])endix 
on the working of coiumeri nil ^'oi < ei us ^vh 1 ch althougli it is only the 
first start in the direction in winch we want to ad\nnce, has shown us, 

1 think, that wc ha\(* stait<*d on n Inn* which will ho of verv great value 
to the public T think that this is a new feature in the 'work of the 
Public Works Committee and j)o‘'Sibh also a new feature in the work 
of Public Accounts C’ommittccs g(*nerallv The Government of India 
are enormously inteiested in comniereinl concerns, far more so than any 
ordinary government is The St<>te Kailwa'vs of the Government of 
India represent, 1 should imagine the largest single ^tate-gon trolled 
concern in the world Then there is the Posts and Telegraphs Depart- 
ment, to which reference has already been made That perhaps is a more 
normal feature of Go\ eminent aitnities , but apart from that, there is 
a mass of commercial concerns in A>’hich the Government are the sole 
shareholdei — dairy farms, ordnance fai'toiics, printing jjresses and such 
like — and if anv one chooses to read that appendix to winch I have 
referred he will see what an important amount of capital is invested in 
commercial concerns in which Government is the sole shareholder 
Now, I have felt that the Public Accounts Committee affords a piece of 
constitutional machinery which can leview the working of those con- 
cerns, and in order to enable that review to be intelligently conducted 
T have made a great endeavour to get the accounts presented in a way 
which is easily intelligible to anv member of the public who understands 
a balance sheet, and, as a shareholder himself perhaps in some private 
comnanv, knows how to check whether such a concern is going badlv or 
weD That is a feature which, as I say, I hope to see greatly developed 
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m the future, and it is a feature of the work of the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee to which I hope members of future Committees will continue to 
pay attention and winch I hope every Member of this House, or the 
successors of this House in the future will watch Ib'cause the gieatest 
dungei of Stale uiub i takings is that they lack that sjiui to eOiciency which 
the competitive element in private enterprise provides, and, in the case 
of State undertakings, w^e have to provide some substitute toi that spur 
to efficiency I think the Mgilant intiTest of the representatives of the 
public in the results of commeicial undertakings is what is wanted in 
order to provide that sjnii If vou want to see tliat Go^ ei ninent ’s com- 
mei'cial concerns are propeih managed, it is in \oiir powei to do it, 
])rovided that a propel chance of examining the i (‘suits is ])ut b(‘f()ie vou, 
and that chance, I ho])e th(‘ iiKpiiries of the Public Accounts C-onimittee 
have provided for \ ou and wull provide in the fu1ur(‘ 

Then, Sir, tuining to what w'as said by mv Ifononiabh* trieiid, Mauhi 
Abdul Matin Cha^dhur^ -to whom again I should 
lik(' to pav my tribute of a])})re( lation toi the 
^alue his woik on tin* ('ommittei' — he retmred paitieidarlv to the posi- 
tion of the Posts and Telegiaphs Hep<ntm<*nt Now’ in the normal course 
I should have asked my lloiiourahle (olleague, th(‘ Memlxu toi liidustiics 
and Labour, to reply on soim* ot the points tliat weie lajsed, but as th*' 
House IS aware, m> Honoin <d)h‘ eolleagm* has onh’ pist <tssumed Ins duties 
and he and t lune been m discussion on a gn*at mam ot tln^si* points, 

and I know that as .soon as he is able to do so in th(‘ piessure of other 

affuirB, he is going to give his attention to those matteis and 1 hope 

that we shall have an oppoitunity to discuss tlimn togethei I lecognizo 

the fact that the Public Accounts Committee, in tlieii Kejioit last \eai, 
recommended tin* appointment of a special expert (onimittei* to examine 
those (iuostions of tlie adeiiuaey of the depreciation allowance and 
other matters, such as were leferied to l)> my IJoiiouiable fiiend in his 
speech It is i>erhaps a matter tor wdiicli some apology is owed to this 
Ilou^ie that no steiis have been taken in the wa\ of staitmg such a commit- 
tee Put that IS one of tlie jioints which I hope very shortly to be able to 
discuss with my Honourable colleague, and I think I can say that the neces- 
sary action will be taken without undue delay That being tlie position, 
I do not think that it would be suitable for m(‘ to attempt any detailed 
reply to wliat my Honourable friend said on those partieulai jioints I 
should only like to say this, that at present T could not, hpi'aking as a 
financier and as om responsible for the finances of the Government, accept 
his view that the provision made every year for depreciation is 
excessive But T am quite prepared to say that there is a ease for invedi- 
gation, and as the commeirciaf basis of the Posts and Telegrap^hs Depart- 
ment has now been m operation for several vears, it is a quite reasonable 
suggestion that the scale of the depreciation allowance should now be re- 
considered in the light of actual experience ^ 

Then coming to what W'as said by my Honourable friend, Mr Lamb, 
I was very glad to see from his speech that, not only had he read the Report 
on the accounts for 1927-28, but he also had gone back through the Reports 
to the year 1924-25 That evidence of his study of the past work of the 
Public Accounts Committee is certaihly, holding the view’s I do, very 
pleasing to me, and I must say I am grateful to him for having called atten- 
tion to that paragraph m one of the Cgjimuttee's earlier Reports It is 
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indeed a moat miipartant matter — the question of whether in our deeire £< 
accurate accounting we exceed the liniith of what is couiniercially reasoi 
aWe, so as actuary to interfere with the executive direction of Department 
I think that is always a danger to guard against, and it is a danger to whic 
a Public Accounts Committee, seeing that its whole duty lies with account 
18 perhaps particularly susceptible Therefore, it is veiy useful to us t 
have the common sense outside point of view brought forward andt to I 
reminded that we. must not press tor such elaboration in accounting as wi 
be beyond the limits of what is commercially reasonable I am glad t 
have had this parltieular kind of comment, becaiwe 1 think it shows in wh< 
way this sort of general discussion can be of value* My Honourah 
friend, Mr Das, indicated that it interest was shown by Honourable Men 
bers of the Assembly in any pairtieului point aiisiiig out of the account 
it would be the particular dut> of Government to follow that point u 
and to see that it was considered by the Public Accounts Committee in tb 
succeeding year 1 think that is a reasonabl'e way of dealing with th 
matter, and it shows the sort of way in which a discussion in the Assembl 
can be of value , and the i>oint made by my Honourable friend^ Mr. LamI 
lb a case of such a suggestion of which we shall certainly make a note, an 
see that it comes before the Public Accounts Committee next year. 

That, ISir, is all that I feel disposed to say in i elation to the mattex 
which have been raised in this debate 1 may, before closing, make som 
reference to the recommendation in the Keport of the Committee whic 
we are now considering, — paragraph 30 of that Report where it deals wit 
the procedure to be follow^ m this discussion As my Honourable fnenc 
Mr Das, pointed out, we consideted various alternative forms of procedure 
and whilte we rejected one, we weie left with two alternatives, and betweei 
them we did not wish to express a decided opinion The only decided am 
unanimous opinion expressed was that it was desirable to avoid fixing an. 
procedure without ascertaining the views of the Assembly Well, I thinl 
we can hardly say — although, as 1 have already remarked, I consider tha 
the present debate has been of definite value — that on the present occasioi 
we have had a representative expression of the views of the Assembly a 
to how this debate should be conducted in future , and therefore I thml 
we must regard to-day’s discussion as an experiment — an experiment whici 
has proved to be of value and an experiment which I hope will be repeatec 
m the next Delhi Session — and that out idea and intention must be t< 
allow an estaWashed procedure to grow up according to what is showr 
by practical experience to be the right form of procedure I am convincec 
myself that these general discussions on the Report of the Public Account! 
Committee will be of Value, and even if they do not lead to any definite 
recooMuendation or definite Resolution, I think the opportunity which n 
afforded for calling attention to points of public interest is one which ought 
to be taken, and that it will be well worth while for this Assembly alwa>i 
to devote a day for that purpose The net result is that we have had tint 
duMmssion and that the recommendation of the Public Accounts Committee 
mode in paragraph 30 of their Report, stands, that a similaa: motion will 
be moved! at the next Delhi Session, and that if m the course of the debate 
on that motion any further suggestions are made, those will be taken intc 
account by the Government, and in that way I hope we shall advance step 
by atep towards the formulation of a definite procedure I have only one 
thin g to say in eonclusion and that is to repeat, with all the emphasis I can 
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command, niy opinion that the work of the Public Accounts Committee is 
of the greatest importance and that their annual Reports deserve the 
careful study of every Member of this Assembly. 

Mr. Dsputy President : I would like to inform the House that, 
accepting the iccommendations of the Public Accounts Committee, the 
Honourable Mr V. J Patel, in consultation with the Honourable the 
Finance Member, had decided that there would be no vote on this motion 
before the House It was decided that the House would be given an 
opportunity to have a geneial discussion on the Report of the Public 
Accounts Committee. Therefore no question wiW be put to the House on 
the Report. 

Before the House is adjourned, I would also like to remind Honourable 
Members that nomination pafiers foi the election of the President of the 
Assembly will he received liy the Secretary of the Legislative Assembly 
Department till to-morrow at twelve of the clock Tins Assembly now 
stands adjourned till Wednesday morning, Eleven of the Clock 

The .Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday, 
the 9th July, 1930. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
DEBATES 


WEDNESDAY, 9th JULY, 1930 

Vol. IV- No. 2 

OFFICIAL REPORT 



CONTENTS. 


Members Sworn 
Election of the President 
Election of the Deputy President 

Address by H E the Viceroy to the Mcinbers of the Council of State and 
the Legislative Assembly 


SIMLA 

f;OVB.HNMKxVI 01 INDIA PRESS 
IWO 


rrfCi I iU Aiinois 




LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Wednesday, 9th July^ 1930 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr Deputy President in the Chair 


MEMBERS SWORN 

Mr Tisha Nath Sen, M L A (Bengal Nominated Non-Official) , 
Pandit Bisheshwar Prasad Bhattachaiya, ML A (Benares and Gorakhpur 
Di\isions Non-Muhammadan Rural) , Mr C V Venkataramana 
Aiyangar, ML A (Madras Indian Commerce) , and Mr Herbert Tower 
Sorley, M L A (Bombay Nominated Official) 


ELEC^TION OF THE PRESIDENT 

(At tins stage Mr Deputy President vacated the Chair, which was 
taken h} Mr M A Jnmah, one of the Members of the Panel of Chairmer 
appointed during the last Session ) 

The Chairman In accordance with the provisions of rule 5A of the 
Indian Legislate e Rules, the House will now proceed to elect a President 
by ballot In compliance with the proMsions of sub-rule (3) of that 
rule, I have to announce to Honourable Members that seven nomination 
papers, duly filled in, ha^e been leceived on behalf of Maulvi Muhammad 
Yakub, and that thiee noinmation ]iapers, dul> filled in, have been 
received on behalt of Dr Nand Lai The names of the proposers and 
seconders oi Maiihi Muhammad Yakub are as follows 

Dr Nand Lai (West Punjab Non-Muhammadan) Before you 
proceed further may I raise a point ot order. Sir ? The most important 
and constitutional question which I wish to raise before this House is 
in the follovN ing terms 

The Chairman Older, order , let me first place the proposal before 
the House The names of the proposers and seconders are as follows 

Dr Nand Lai Y^ou have not heard me 

The Chairman : Order, order The question must be placed before 
the House before any point of order can be raised 

The names of the proposers and seconders of Maulvi Muhammad 
Yakub are as follows 

Proposers — 

Dr. L K Hyder 
Mr Badri Narain 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum 
Maulvi Abdul Matin Chandhury 
Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Parookhi 
M ,C. R^jah. 

Mr. B Sitaramaraju 


( 27 ) 
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Seconders — 

Dr Ziauddm Ahmad 
Mr B Das 

Mr Muhammad Ismail Khan 
Mr Abdul Qadir Siddiqi 
Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur 
The lievd J C Chatterjee 
Maulvi Mohammad Shafee Daoodi 

The names of the proposers and seconders of Dr Nand Lai are as 
follo'ws 

Proposers — 

' Sardar Oulab Sin^h 
Mr. B N Misra 
Sardar Kartar Singh 

Sero7{de) s — 

Rai Bahadur L Banna Lai 
Pandit Chum Lai 
Mr N P Sahi 

Honourable Members will now come to the table and recel^e the ballot 
papers fioin the Secretary in the order in which I call their names 

Dr. Nand Lai : I wish to submit to the House that, according to 
rule 3 (Ij, I find that this House is not properly constituted and it is 
not pro])eil\ presided over according to the following terms 

At the commencement of every session, the President shall nominate from 
amongst the members of the Assembly a p'uiel of not more than four Chairmen, any 
one of whom min preside over the Assenibh in the absence of the President and 
Deputy President, when so reciuested by the President or, in his absence, by the Deputy 
President ’ ’ 

Now, I submit that only in the real absence of the President and Deputy 
President the Chairman can preside, but since the Deputy President 
cannot be deemed to be absent in the present circiunstances, the Chair- 
man, with due respects, cannot preside The House for the present 
has thus ceased to exist The Deputy President took part in the former 
pait ot the pioceedings IIis going away to the adjacent room 
now does not prove absence within the contemplation of rule 3 (1) 
Consequently, the election cannot be held The Deputy- President him- 
seli IS one of the candidates , only a few minutes ago he was present 
in the House Therefore, with profound respect to you, Sir, in the Chair, 
I submit that the proceedings in regard to election cannot be held 
Absence does not mean being present and leaving the Chair only for a 
while It is not absence within the contemplation of the law. 

The Ohairman : I hold that it is open to the President or the Deputy 
President at any time to request the most senior Member of the Panel 
of Chairmen to preside over this Assembly, and I therefore rule out your 
point of order 
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Dr. Hand Lai : My submission is that it could be done m some 
eases. No doubt whenever a request is made to the senior Chairman, 
or any other Chairman, he can occupy the Chair and can proceed with 
the election, but only in ’certain cases 

The Ohairman : Order, order The ruling has been given and the 
Honourable Member must bow to it Honourable Members will now 
proceed with the election as I have already announced 

Dr. Nand Lai : I should like to see the nomination papers 

Honourable Members : Order, order 

Dr. Nand Lai : Am I not entitled to see whether the other candi- 
date has been dul}'' nominated or not ? 

Honourable Members * Order, order 

The Chairman : I lequest the Honourable Member not to persist in 
this conduct, and I hope that he will accept my luling which is already 
gn en 

Dr. Nand Lai I accept jour ruling But what I am submitting 
before this House is this, that I am entitled to see whether the other 
candidate is dub nominated or not, and I am entitled to see the nomi- 
nation papers Therefore this House will kindly permit me to see the 
nomination papers and find out as to whethei they aie valid or not 

The Ohairman Will the Honourable Member point out any Stand- 
ing Order or rule which entitles him, <it this stage, to examine the nomi- 
nation papers ? 

Dr Nand Lai ; I may invite the attention of the Chair to rule 5A, 
sub-rule (3) which reads 

On the date fixed for ek<tion, the outgoing President, or, if the office of Presi- 
dent IS vacant, the Deput} President oi Chairman, as the case m.iy be, shall read out 
to the Assembh the names of the members who have been duly nominated ” 

Now, Sir, it has got to be seen ^v bother they are duly nominated or 
not and I am entitled to see it 

The Ohairman : The Honouiable Member is not entitled to see the 
nomination papers at this stage 

(The ballot was then taken ) 

The Ohairman : I hope all Members desiring to vote have recorded 
their votes ^ 

(After the votes had been counted ) 

The Ohairman : I have to declare that Maulvi Muhammad Yakub 
has secured 78 votes and Hr Nand Lai 22 votes I therefore declare 
that Maulvi Muhammad Yakub is duly elected , and all that is necessary 
now to complete the election of the President is to secure the approval 
of His Excellency the Governor General required by section 63C (1) 
of the Government of India Act In order to obtain His Excellency^* 
approval, the House will re-assemble at a quarter to one of the clock 
to-day, and I therefore adjourn the House till a quarter to onev , 

The House then adjourned till a Quarter to One of the Clock. 

(i 

The Assembly re-assembled at a Quarter to One of the Woek, 
Mr M A Jinnah m the Chair 
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MEMBERS SWORN 

Mr. Brij Kishore, M.L A (Lucknow Division . Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) j and Mr. Nehal Singh, M.L.A. (Bhagalpur, Purnea and Santhal 
Parganas * Non-Muhammadan) 

ELECTION OP THE PRESIDENT 

Ml.^sage prom His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General 

The Ohairman : I have received a Message from His Excellency the 
Viceroy and Governor General The Message is as follows 

(The Message was received by the Assembly standing ) 

In pursuance of the ptovmons of section 63C of the Government of 
India Act, I, Edward Frederick Lindley, Baron Irwin, hereby signify that 
I approve the election by the Legislative Assembly of Maulvi Muhammad 
Yakub as President of the said Assembly 

Simla (Sd ) IRWIN, 

The 9th Julyt 1930. Viceroy and Governor General 

1 accordingly invite Maulvi Muhammad Yakub to occupy the Oban 

(The Chairman then vacated the Chair which w’as occupied bv the 
Honourable ^laulvi Muhammad Yakub amidst applause ) 

Tlie Honourable Sir George Rainy (Leadei of the House) It s my 
pinilege, Mr President, to be the first to offer mv congratulations on 
your elevation to the Chair For more than three years you have filled 
the office of Deputy President, and th.e vote of the House to-day is the 
best testimony you could ask of the impression made on the minds of 
Members bv the manner in which you have discharged the duties of that 
office and of the esteem in Avhich they hold you (Applause ) They 
base now called you to a higher office and to heavier responsibilities It 
IS no light task to pieside over the deliberations of the Legislative 
Afscmbly of India and to guide and control our debates Speaking on 
behalf of the Government, I can assure you, if assurance is needed— and 
I do not doubt that in what I say I shall \oice also the feelings of all 
sections of the House — that we have complete confidence in your judg- 
ment and impartiality, and are sure that you will be the faithful guaidian 
of the dignity and independence of this Assembly (Applause ) Let me 
say also, Mr President, that you may rely on receiving from the Gov- 
erhiiient all the support and assistance we can give you Three years 
ago, on the occasion of another election, Sir Alexander Muddiman spolce 
of Mie close and intimate relations which must exist between the President 
and the Leader of the House. I could wish that, on your assumption of 
the Chair, you had found in the_Lcader^s seat one with greater experi- 
ence of leadership and closer acquaintance with all the mysteries ef the 
Rules and Standing Orders than I ckn claim But I should be altogether 
unworthy of the position which I hold if any e^ort were wanting on my 
pa^t to give all the assistance and all support which the Chair may 
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rightly expect from the Leader. I look forward with pleasure, Sir, to 
oar association during this Session, and I congratulate you once more on 
the well merited honour which the House has conferred. (Applause.) 

Mr M E. Jayakaf (Bombay City Non-Muhammadan Urhau) : 
Sir, or behalf of jnyself and my partj I offer you hearty congratulations, 
and associate mysell and the members of my party with the felicitous 
words which have fallen from the Honourable the Leader of the House. 
I do hope, Sii, that your tenure of office, though short owing to the neces- 
sity of the case, will be a successful one. (Applause ) 

Mr M A Jmnah (Bombay City Muhammadan Urban) Sir, T am 
somewhat in a difficult position and stand on a different footing from the 
two Honourable Members who hare preceded me. Nevertheless, I whole- 
heaitedly endorse the terms in which you have been congratulated on 
>our having been elevated to this very high office to preside over the 
deliberations of this Assembly. I said I am in a difficult position, Sir, 
because you have been my colleague for a number of years m public life, 
and during the long course of our relationship, not only have you won 
my respect and affection, but I think I shall be entitled to say that we 
ha^e been great friends Therefore, I am not in a position to speak what 
I feel, but I congratulate you as a friend and as a Member of this House, 
and I can assure you that my party and I will extend to you all the help 
and assistance that we can m discharging your heavy responsibilities as 
President of this House Sir, I wish you every success in the discharge 
of your difficult duties and responsibility of high office (Applause ) 

Mr Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) Allow me, Sir, on behalf of my party, to congratulate you on 
your election as President of this Assembly Sir, our association with 
you in the past leads us to hope that you will be able to fill the high 
position to whah vou have been called worthily and that the uniform 
courtesy with which your conduct has been associated as Deputy Presi- 
dent of the Assembly will continue I once more congratulate you on 
behalf of the Swaraj Party on vour elevation to this high office and wush 
you every success 

Sir Hugh Oocke (Bombay European) Sir, no words of mine are 
necessary on behalf of this Group to endorse what has already been 
said We congratulate you very heartily We are well aware, as the 
Honourable the Leader of the House has just pointed out, that the 
Stclnding Orders and Rules contain many mysteries and difficult points 
arise , but we are quite sure that in your hands the procedure of this 
House and the dignity of the Chair will be adequately upheld 
(Applause ) 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum (North-West Frontier Pro- 
vmce Nominated Non-Official) Sir, on behalf of the Central Muslim 
P'arty, I heartily congratulate you on your election to this high office, and 
I feel sure that you will prove yourself worthy of the great trust that 
the House has reposed in you and that you will do credit to the res- 
ponsible position to which you have been elevated. (Applause.) 

Mr President : Gentlemen, I am really overwhelmed by the kind- 
ness which you have shown me, an^ I assure you that I am using no 
conventiotial language v^en I say that I anl deeply grateful to you fa?;' 
the henour you have done me by electing me President of the LegisHttiVe 
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Assembly, and for the exceedingly kind terms in which you have wel 
corned me this morning I am greatly touched by the kind wordi 
which my colleagues, with whom I have had the privilege of working 
in this Chamber for nearly seven years, have said in the exuberance o 
their hearts 

Gentlemen, as you are aware, the terra of ray office will be ver;j 
brief, but 1 feci ‘'lire that the confidence which you have reposed m me 
is more than a recompense for my short incumbency of the Chair 
Gentlemen, I will have the honoui to guide the deliberations oi thi' 
House only for a week Such power as I hold and such authority as ] 
exercise are derived from you It is impossible for me to forget that 1 
occupy the Chair as your spokesman and your representative It wil 
be my sacred duty to see that the rights of individual Members of e\er;v 
party and every section of the House are safeguarded during the bnei 
period that 1 shall oceupv^ +he Chan God grant me strength to act 
with strict impartiality as long as I preside over your deliberations 
But without your help T can do nothing, and in the performance of mv 
dul.es 1 fully rely upon your co-operation, indulgence and assistance 
which I hope and trust I shall ne\er fail to recene On my part 1 
assure you, gentlemen, that I will^never fail to give my co-operation and 
assistance to all the Members whenever necessary 

I thank you again most heartily, gentlemen for the way in which 
you have leceived me this morning (Applause ) 


ELECTION OF THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT 

Mr President : My election as President has caused a vacancy lu 
the ofiSce of the Deputy President In pursuance of Order 5 of the 
Standing Orders of the Legislative Assembly, I diiect that an election to 
the office of Deputy PiesideiU shall be held on Friday, the 11th July 
Bach Member wishing to propose anothei Member as a candidate 
for election will ascertain that the candidate is willing to seive if elected 
and will hand to me not later than 12 noon tomoriow, Thursday, the 
10th July, a notice showing the name of the candidate signed by the 
proposing Member himself and by some other Member as secondei 

As soon as ihe notices have been handed to me I jiropose to read out 
the names of the candidates, together with their pioposers and seconders, 
and if there is more than one candidate, to take the 
^ ballot on Friday, the 11th July 

The Secretary will issue a circular informing Honourable Members 
Oi the method by which the ballot shall be held 


Mr President : Before I adjourn the House I would like to remind 
Honourable Members that llis Excellency the Governor General will 
aduress the Members of both Houses m this Chamber this afternoon at 
3 O’clock and therefore Members are required to take their seats ii» this 
House before 2-45 pm This House stands adjourned till 11 O’clock to- 
n^errow morning 


The Assembly then adjourned Inll Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, 
the 10th July, 1930. , • 
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TIVE ASSEMBLY 

His Excellency the Viceroy Gentlemen, it is mj” first duty 
this afternoon to offer to the newly appointed 
Piesjdent of the Legislative Assembly my congra- 
tulations on his election to that honouiable post I am confident that he 
will fill It vith dignity and distinction and that he will have the support 
of all parties m the discharge of the duties that the House has entrusted 
to him 

I felt some doubt, gentlemen, whether it was in accordance with your 
wishes that a sesvsion of the Council of State and of the Legislative Assembly 
should be held this summer In reaching my decision I was influenced 
largely by the fact that, apart from certain official and non-official business 
which it was desirable to tran.siact, it seemed clearly right that Members 
of both Houses should have an opportunity of discussing matters of public 
interest, on which also I wished, before the Legislature was dissolved, to 
have the privilege of addreasing yon 

This session will mark the close of the second Council of State and of 
the third Assembly, which last has already been extended by two sessions 
beyond its normal term In certain quarters a desire in fa\our of a further 
extension for the Assembly has been expressed, and notice has been given 
of a Resolution to be mo\ed to this effect After giving the matter my 
careful consideration, I came to tlie conclusion that it vould not be right 
on general grounds to extend the ])resent Assembly further, and m con- 
sequence of this decision it appeared that the most convenient course would 
be to dissohe the Council of State in time to allow of the elections of both 
Houses to be held concurrently m September This procedure I propose 
to follow T realLse that an election at that time will mean that those who 
have recently been successful in b>e-eleetions can take part only in one 
brief session and that it mav for climatic reasons cause inconvenience 
both to candidates and electors T greatly regret that this should be so, 
but the usual date of elections is impossible if it is not to clash with the 
approaching Conference in London, and for those potential candidates 
who may m due course be invited to go to England for this purpose, Sep- 
tember elections would, I think, be accepted as the most convenient 

The return of His Majesty’s Legation to Kabul marks the re-establish- 
ment of normal relations betw^een His Majesty’s Government and 
Afghanistan, and the end of a period of difficulty and stress 

The situation on out North-West Frontier, which foi some time was 
such as to gi\e cause for anxiety, is now I am glad to sd> giving place 
rapidly to more satisfactory conditions I wish warmly to commend the 
efforts both of leading residents of the Province and of the official authori- 
ties to restore to the North-West Frontier Province the old relations of 
friendship and confidence between its people and Government 

On the North-Eastern borders of India, difficulties arose between the 
Governments of Nepal and Tibet ovei a question of the nationality of an 
under-trial prisoner, and led to incidents involving very serious tension 
between them The possibility of hostilities between these two countries, 
both neighbours of India, was not one* which India could regard with 
equanimity, and, with the consent of His Majesty’s Government, special 
efforts were made to avert any such calamity A friendly mission was 
despatched to Lhassa, and acting on advice thus tendered, the Tibetan 
Government took the steps necessary to remove the cause of friction. All 
is now well between the two countries, and both have expressed their grati- 
tude for the friendly action taken by the Government of India. 

( 33 ) 
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As Honourable Tileiilbers are aware, two important questions relating 
t6 Indians overseas have been en^ging the attention of my Government 
for some time past. One of these arose out of the recommendations made 
By the Hilton Young Commission and by Sir Samuel Wilson regarding 
closer union in East Africa , the other concerned the basis of franchise 
□nder the new constitution in Ceylon His Majestv’s Government have 
recently announced their conclusions about both I need not recapitulate 
them in detail, as they have received full and wide publicity in India But 
[ wish to make a few observations on the points of outstanding interest to 
India that emerge from these announcements 

As regards East Africa, the proposals of His Majesty’s Government 
ire to be referred to a Joint Select Committee of Parliament When this 
Committee is set up, the Government of India will intimate their desire to 
place it in possession of their views on those proposals that concern the 
Endian communities in these terntones The conclusions of IIis Majesty’s 
Government that the official majority ishould be retained in the Legislative 
Council of Kenya, and that the establishment of a common roll is the object 
to be aimed at and attained, are in accordance with the views consistently 
irged by the Government of India Pears have been expressed in certain 
Quarters that the scheme of closer union formulated in the White Paper 
nay ultimately prove detrimental to Indian interests I would however 
Iraw the attention of Honourable Members to the various safeguards 
provided in the .scheme to protect racial minorities They may rest assured 
hat, should it later be found necessary, the Government of India will make 
he requisite representations on the subject 

The decisions of His Majesty’s Government regarding the franchise 
n Ceylon recognise the claim of the Government of India to watch over 
he interests of Indian emigrants in the Colony Explicit renuncia>tion of 
heir protection by an Indian applying for a certificate of permanent 
lettlement will not be required There is no intention of repealing or 
imending, to the detriment of Indians, any of the laws of Ceylon affecting 
heir position or privileges, which they will continue to enjoy As regards 
he future, the Governor will not be empowered to assent to any Bill 
liminishing or abrogating these privileges, unless he has previously obtained 
he instructions of the Secretary of State, or the mea^iure contains a siis- 
lending clause Pears have been expressed that the effect of these con- 
cessions will be neutralised by inclusion in the Order in Council of the 
irovision that no holder of a permanent certificate, while registered as a 
roter, will be entitled to claim any rights, privileges or exemptions that 
ire not common to all British subjects resident in the Island This provi- 
iion in no way affects the assurance of His Majesty’s Government that 
here is no intention of curtailing the special privileges that are now en- 
loyed by Indians There is no reason to think that, by friendly negotiation 
letween the Goveniment of India and the Government of Ceylon, the 
retention of existing privileges, and the extension to all Indians of con- 
jessions that the Government of hylin may be able to secure hereafter for 
[ttdians who do not enjoy the franohise bjr virtue of possessing certificates 
»f permanent settlement, will not be ^bieved 

Before leaving* the subject of Indians overseas, I should also like to 
isaw the attention of Honourable Members to the fact that Mnusters of 
he Union of South Africa have decided to postpmie, the smdi session^ 
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the Bill to regulate the tenure of fixed property Awatics in Uie T?ftDS- 
vaal, which was introduced in the Union Parliament in May year. 
This delay, which we warmly welcome, permits the hope that the pro\*i8ioi]^ 
of tins measure, which as you are aware has caused considerable alarm 
among Indians in the Transvaal, may ultimately be adjusted to satisfy the 
legitimate claims of the Indian community 

I must now address myself to the subjects which constitute the pnn-> 
cipal and daily preoccupations of all concerned with the political future 
of their country I desire to speak most frankly, for the gravity of the 
times requiies that I should place all those who hear or read my words m 
full possession of my thought I would remind you briefly of the bax^- 
ground against which recent events are set During the last half centuxy, 
the development of political thought m India has been a continuous process. 
Particular events, notably the War, quickened the pace, with the result 
that the value of the reforms of 1919, marking though they did a very 
definite new departure, aud affording wide opportunity for public-spmted 
men to ser\e their country, was in some quarters soon discounted in the 
forward movement of political opinion One of the joint authors of those 
reforms had gamed the confidence of political India in a way that it has 
been given to few British politicians to do, but even the position that 
Mr Montagu held m Indian hearts did not suffice to protect from dis- 
paragement the scheme associated with his name Many influences were 
at work, and of these the reforms w^ere not the least effective, to make it 
certain that the nationalist spirit m India would develop, and that quickly, 
and that such development would be sought upon lines that British ex- 
perience, and contact of the political classes with British education and 
practice naturally suggested 

Outside India this movement was imperfectly appreciated , and if 
in India criticism of what was occupied more place upon the stage than 
‘constructive thought of what might be, Indians might, not without some 
justice, reply that Great Britain, preoccupied as she is apt to be with 
pressing problems nearer home, had been slow to apprehend how* rapid a 
transfoimation w^as passing over the Indian outlook And so, bred of im- 
patience on one side and lack of appreciation, mistaken for lack of 
sympathy, on the other, suspicion grew, aggravating as the years passed 
the difficult}, of bringing to hear on these matters from either side the 
disiiassioiiate judgment that their complexity demanded 

When I came to India, I came with one dominant conception of the 
work which in this generation any Viceroy must set out to try to do. 
Amid all his duties of administration, as the head of a great Government, 
no Viceroy, as it seemed to me, could for one moment forget that the 
principal duty, which he owed alike to those on whose advice he had been 
chilled by the King-Emperor to his office, and to those whom for five years 
it was his duty and his prnulege to serve, was to devote all his energies 
to the maintenance of a progressive, orderly, contented India within 
the orbit of the British Commonwealth It is not nfecea^rjr fbr me td 
i^ecall the influences naturally centnfugal, at work upon the other side 
Differences. ' racial, with all that they imply in distinction of thought, 
differences of rehgibn, affecting men’s minds the more profoundly because 
%ir, ^operation . frequently, m, large degree subconscipus 

^^erences of environment and history , all these and many more combjne^ 
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to make the task of effecting and preserving true unity bet?recu Great 
Britain and India one Which would strain the capacity of the be^t material 
on either aide And yet I could feel no doubt that it was the one supreme 
purpose for which no effort was disproportionate 

It was also evident that, looking ahead, it was hardly to be expected 
that India, lightly sensitive of her self-respect, and growing ever> year 
more conscious of national feeling, should of her own free will desire to 
remain indehniteh a partner in the political society of the British Empire 
upon terms which im]>lied a permanent inferiority of status It was for 
this reason and with the object of removing avoidable misunderstanding 
oi> this vital iLalt^Tj that IIis Majesty’s Government last year authorised 
me to declare that, in then view, the attainment of Dominion Status was 
the natural compleljon of India’s constitutional growth That declaration 
was made and stands 

His Majesty’s Go\ernmerjt simultaneously announced their intention 
to convene a Conference, as widely representative in character as possible, 
in order that, after the submission of the Statutory Commission’s Report, 
•ipokesmen of Ovedt Britain and India might take free counsel together 
upon the measures which IIis Majesty’s Government would later present 
to Parliament That Report has now been published, and I do not think 
that any impartial reader, whatever may be his opinion upon the actual 
recommendations made, will deny that the Commission ha^c made a 
v eighty and constructive contribution to a most difficult probhm Great 
however as, for ds intrinsic value, must be the authority of the Report, 
it W'as neither the desire noi the function of the Commission to anticipate 
the decisions of His Majesty’s Government, reached after conference with 
representatives from India, oi of Parliament itself Their task was 
described by Sir John Simon in the following words 

** No one ”, he said, “ should regard the Statutory Commission or its colleaguea 
at though wc were settling «nd deciding the constitution of British Indn Our task is 
very important, but it la not that Our task is that of making a fair, honest and 
sympathetic report to the Imperial Parliament When we have made our report, then 
it would be India ’s opportunity to make her full contribution, which is right and neces 
sary, to her future constitution, which would be framed by Great Britain and India 
together ” 

The duty of expressing an opinion now passes to the Government of 
India, and just as the Commission would have tailed m their duty to 
Parliament, by whom they were appointed, if they had not presented a 
report that leflectcd faithfully their own conclusions, so the Government of 
India would tail m their duty if they similarly did not approach con- 
sideiation of the Ccmmisaion’s Report with a full sense of their own 
responsibility We have not hitherto been able to do more than give 
preliminary ard tentative examination to the Report, and before reaching 
conclusions, I think it is right that I should have the opportunity of 
discussing the whole subject with some of those who can speak for non- 
offlcial Indian opinion I hope to have occasion to do this with some of the 
Ruling Princes and representatives of the States next week, and I should 
propose also to invite repi*esentatives of different views and interests from 
British India to meet me for this purpose as may be found convenient. 

I am only too well aware of the degree to which calm examination of 
these questions has been prejudiced by the events that have engaged 
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public attention during the last few months It will be remembered that, 
following upon my refusal to anticipate the discussions of the Conference, 
Mr Gandhi, in of my declaration of the purpose of His Majesty^i 
Government and of the free opportunity for mutual co-operation and 
accord \vliich that Conference was designed to provide, decided to launch 
a campaign of civil disobedience, and proceeded to use his great influence 
to persuade his countrymen to adopt a course of open defianc-^^ of the law. 
Bofoie this reckless plunge had been finally taken, J did my best to give 
a deal Avaniing of ^he consequences that it must involve , but the warning 
fell upon deaf ears That campaign has now been in progress for some 
three months and r^ll of us, whatever be our judgment upon it must be 
conseious of the damage in countless diiections that has already been 
inflicted Those who have identified themselves with this movement would 
hd\e us legaid it as a perfecth legitimate form of political agitation, 
to which lO'Oit IS had only under pressure of regrettable iieee>isitv I 
cannot take that mm In my judgment and in that of my Gocernmept 
it a dehheiate attempt to coerce established authority b> mass action, 
and toi thi^ reason, as also because of its natural and inevitable develop- 
ments, it must be legarded as unconstitutional and dangerously subversive. 
Mass action, even if it is intended by its promoteis to be non-violent, is 
iioUiing hilt- the application of foice under another form, and, when it 
has as its acowed object the making of Government impossible, a Gkivern- 
rmnt is bound either to resist oi abdicate The present movement is 
exactly analogous to a geneial strike in an industrial country, which 
has for its purpose the coercion of Government by mass pressure as opposed 
to argumeni, and whmh a British Government recently found it necessary 
In ruolilise all its resources to lesist Here it has been sought to employ 
more dangeious w'eapons even than this, and the lecent resolution 'of the 
All-India Working Committee of the Congress, insidiously designed to 
seduce police <iiid tiocqs from then allegiance, leaves no long'U' loom for 
doubt of the desperate lengths to v^hlch the organisers of the movement 
are prepaied to go and gave Government no option but to pioclaim the 
borh res])onsible for such a lesolution as an unlawful association He 
would in tiiith be n false friend of India who did not do his utmost to 
protect hei from aecjiuescence in principles so fundamentally desti active 

I gladly a.'knovCedge that there have been public m»^n who, in the 
face of stiong opposition, have not been afraid to condemn m unequivocal 
terms the civil disobedience movement I could wish their example had 
been more widely followed After all, is it not a very dangerous doctrine 
to preach to citizens of India that it is patriotic and laudable to refuse to 
obey laws oi to pay taxes ? Human nature is often reluctant to do either, 
and if there is anything certain, it is that, if society is once thoroughly 
inoculated vmHi thke noxious microbes, the disease will perpetually recur, 
until one dav it paralyses the Indian Government of the futar3, wlych by 
these methods it sought to bring into existence It may not oe long 
before Indian Ministers are responsible, for example, for the assessmeut and 
collection of land levenue or othei taxes They would have little cause to 
thank those who bad allowed the impression to gam ground that withhold- 
ing of payments legally due was a proper method of voicing general poli- 
tical dissatistacbon with the established Ministry 

Therefore it is that I have felt bound to combat these doctrines and 
to arm Government with such powers as seem Requisite to deal with the 
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^toatioi^ I fully leakse that in normal times such frequent resort by 
the Governoi General to the use of his special powers would be indefensible. 
But the tune*; aio not normal, and, if the only alternative is acquiescence 
in the result of cdorts openly directed against the constituted Government 
of the King-Binpeyoi, 1 cannot for one moment doubt on wh'ch side my 
duty lies. 

I have never been blind to the fact that, m the circumstances which 
we are considering, there vould inevitably be serious clashes between the 
fortes of Government and that section of the public which supports the 
movement, and that many persons would theijeby unavoidably sustain 
physical injury From the first moreover it was certain that, during 
disturbances, innocent persons must at times suffer with the guilts , 
where this has been the case, 1 deeply deplore it, and tender my personal 
sympathy to those concerned But it is necessary to consider where the 
primary responsibility rests When the fire brigade has to be called in to 
(Xiinguish a fire, it frequently does serioUs damage, but though the fire 
brigade does the damage none W'ould suggest that it was responsible for 
the fire which was the original reason for its being called m, least of all 
when the fire was due to direct incendiarism No good, therefore, is done 
by shutting our eyes as to where the original blame must lie, and whatever 
criticism there may be of those w'hose task it is to put out the conflagration 
speaking geneinllv T have nothing but commendation for the serxants of 
Government, both civil and military, wdio have been d,oing their duty with 
great steadiness and courage in conditions of the severest provocation and 
often of direct risk to their lives Several — I speak of the police — have 
been brutally murdered, and in many cases they and their families are 
subjected daily to the grossest forms of persecution I am glad to know 
that several Local Governments have sanctioned for them allowances for 
the extra duties which they ha\e had to perform and have not been back- 
ward in bestowing rewards for exceptionally meritorious service 

The gravity of the present movement however does not deflect my 
judgment on the question of constitutional reform by a hair’s breadth 
to the rigid or left Honourable Members know' that I am not fighting cimI 
disobedience because I lack sympathy with the genuine nationalist feelings 
of India I have never concealed my desire to see India in enjoyment 
of as large a degree of management of her own affairs, as could be shown 
to be compatible with the necessity of making provision for those matters 
in regard to which India was not yet m a position to assume responsibility 

I am therefore bound at this time to keep two pnncipal objectives in 
the forefront of my mind, and in this regard I wish to state my position 
and that of my Government m the clearest terms So long as the civil 
disobedience movement persists, we must fight it with all our strength, 
because, whatever may be the spirit by which many of its adherents raav 
be animated, I believe from the bottom of my heart that it is only lead- 
ing many of India’s sons and daughters, in mistaken service of their 
motherland, unwillingly to expose heir to grievous harm 

On the other hand, so far deiMriug to secure so-called victory 
over a nationalist movement constitutionally pursued, I desire nothing 
more than to be able to help India so far as I can to translate her aspira- 
4ons into institutional reality. ,I wotUd ask what fairer method could 
be devised for this than one by winch all the various points of view can 
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be sifted in discussion, and where, not by majority voting, but by tht 
influence of mind on mind m daily personal contact, a sustained attempt 
can be made to discover once for all the more excellent way in whlbh 
Great Britain and India, to the benefit of each, can walk together. 

The date of assembly of the Conference has already been made public, 
and on behalf of His Majesty’s Government I am now able to define ijfe 
functions more precisely After \ery careful consideration, His Majesty’s 
Government have reached the conclusion that it would not be ri^ht to 
prescribe for the Conference any terms more limited than were implied 
m my statement of November Ist last, and that the Conference should 
enjoy the full freedom that those words connote The Conference ac- 
cordingly will be free to approach its task, greatly assisted indeed, but 
with liberty unimpaired, by the Report of the Statutory Commission, or 
by any other documents which will be before it It is the belief of His 
Majesty’s Government that bv way of conference it should be possible 
to reach solution that both countries and all parties and interests in them 
can honourably accept, and any such agreement at which the Conference 
IS able to arrive will form the basis of the proposals which His Majesty’s 
Government will later submit to Parliament From such a definition of 
the scope of the Conference, it is clear that His Majesty’s Government 
conceive of it, not as a mere meeting for discussion and debate, but as a 
joint assembly of representatives of both countries, on whose agreement 
precise proposals to Parliament may be founded The Conference will 
thus enjoy the unfettered right of examining the whole problem in all its 
hearings, with the knowledge that its labours are of no academic kind, 
and His Majesty’s Government still hope that Indians of all schools of 
thought, whatever the attitude that some have hitherto taken, uill be 
ready to share in this construct i\e work I see no reason why, from 
frank discussion on all sides, a scheme might not emerge for submission 
to Parliament which would confound the pessimism of those who would 
tell us that it is impossible for Great Britain and India, or for the various 
interests in India, to reach agreement ' 

My Government is anxious to render to the Indian side of the Con- 
ference every assistance that it can, and for this purpase has decided to 
place a secretariat at its disposal consisting of Sir Gooffiej Corbett, 
Mr Latifi and Mr G S Bajpai, whose knowledge of many different sides 
of administration will, I am confident, be of great value 

Gentlemen, I have only a short time left of my official term of office, 
and I would anticipate its end b> concluding what I have sought to say, 
rather as a friend than as Viceroy and Governor General As I look back 
over the time I have spent in India, I can recall no occasion on which I 
ha\e consciously sought to work for anything but India’s good I believe 
I <*an claim to have learnt something of the feelings that fill the hearts 
of many Indians of all classes and all shades of thought, who have been 
good enough ta extend to me a friendship which I shall hope to enjoy long 
after I have said goodbye to India and the present troubles are left 
behind 

India 18 a country the scale of whose history and physical features 
alike condemn those who would take small views The monuments with 
which her land is enriched attest the faith and perseverance of her master 
craftsmen, and reprove those who would believe that any other qualities 
can serve the constitution builder, who builds not for himself but for 
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futurity. I believe, as I have said often, that the right and the best 
solution of the nddle of India will be found only by Great Britain and 
India joining together in the search. But this demands faith, which we 
are at times tempted to think only* a miracle could now give in the measui'e 
dictated by our necessities , and many would have us believe that the 
age of miracles is past Yet in India more than elsewhere there is the 
capacity to apprehend the spiritual power by which things apparently 
impossible are brought to pass, and I at least cannot doubt that, could 
we but recapture the spirit of mutual trust between our two countries, we 
should in so doing liberate invincible forces of faith to remove tliose moun- 
tains which have lately hemmed us round 

I am in better position than others here to know the effect that would 
have been produced m Great Britain, if the hand of fnendship that she 
extended last November had been generously grasped in the same spirit 
by those who could speak for India. Many things said subsequently on 
both sides would have been said differently or remained unsaid , new 
misunderstandings would have been avoided , and the whole setting of 
the problem would have been favourable to a more just appreciation of the 
several points of views that have to be brought to harmony It seems 
therefore utter tragedy that at the moment when the chances of settle- 
ment were perhaps better than they have ever been, and the stage was 
set for a free and unbiassed consideration of the whole problem, the party 
of Congress should have thrown aside the finest opportunity that India has 
ever had 

I would hope that it might yet not be too late for wuser counsels to 
prevail, by which all the political thought of India might be harnessed to 
the task of welding into unity the elements that compose her life, and in 
conjunction wuth Great Britain devising the best means for giving consti- 
tutional expression to them Thus two roads today lie open, one leading 
AS I think to turmoil, \lisiinity, disappointment and shattered hopes , the 
other guiding those who follow^ it to the India of our dreams, a proud 
partner in a free Commonwealth of Nations, lending and gaming strength 
by such honourable association India to-day has to make her choice. 1 
pray God she may be moved to choose aright 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Thursday y lOih July, 1930 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr President in the Chau 


MEMBER SWORN 

Mr Goswarai Maheshpuri (Central Provinces Landholders) 


PANEL OF CHAIRMEN 

Mr. President . In accoi dance with the provisions of rule 3 of the 
Indian Legislative Rules, I announce that I have nominated the follow- 
ing Members to be on the Panel of Chairmen 

1 Mr M A Jinnah 

2 Mr M R Jayakar • 

3. Sir Hugh Cocke 

4 Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum 

THE NEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENTS (SECOND AMENDMENT) 

BILL 

Appointment of Sir Hugh Cocke to the Select Committee 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) With 
your permission, I beg to move that Sir Hugh Cocke be appointed to the 
Select Committee on the Bill further to amend the Negotiable Instru- 
ments Act, 1881, for a certain purpose 

The motion was adopted 


THE MUS8ALMAN WAKF VALIDATING (AAIENDMENT) BILi;. 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee 

Mr A H Ghuznavi (Dacca Division Muhammadan Rural) I l^e)g 
to present the Report of the Select Committee on the Bill to amend the 
Mussalman Wakf Validating Act, 1913 


THE BENARES HINDU UNIVERSITY (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Sir Frank Nojrce (Secretary, Department of Education, Health and 
Lands) I move for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the 
Benares Hindu University Act, 1915, for certain purposes. 

( 41 ) 
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♦Bao Bahadur D. B. Patil (Bombay Central Division Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) Mr. President, I rise to support the introduction of a 
Bill further to ameud the Benares Hindu University Act, 1915, for cer- 
tain purposes The object of the Bill is really laudable, as it aims at 
strengthening the finapcial administration of the Hindu University by 
the formation of a Standing Committee that will examine the resources 
of the University and put a cheek on the application of the funds at 
Ilihe disposal of the University Government have taken the right step 
In introducing the Bill in the financial interests of the University 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy (Leader of the House) Is the 
Honourable Member m order in objecting to the introduction of the 
Bill at this stage T 

MTi Preejdont ; He is not objecting He is a new Member and wants 
to support the Bill I should not like to stop a new Member when he 
wants to make a speech 

Eao Bahadur D B Patil : The Government of India have resorted 
to this legislation after consulting the Vice-Chancellor and the Court 
af the Benares Hindu Uni\ersity Some (5ther changes are proposed by 
0k>Tepninent m accordance ivith the wishes of the Pio-Vice-Chancellor. 
So, I think there will be no opposition from this Assembly to the in- 
troduction of the Bill 

Mr President : The question is 

“ That leave be given to Sir Frank Nojce to introduce a Bill further to amend 
ke Benares Hindu University Act, 1S>15, for certain purposes ” 

The motion was adopted 

Sir Prank Noyce : I introduce the Bill 

DEMANDS FOR SUPPLEMENTARY GRANTS. 

Miscellaneous 

Tfce Honourable 3ir Georg© Bcbu«t0r (Finance Member) . I beg to 

move 

** That a supplementary sum not exeeedjuig Es 2,66,000 bo granteti to the Qoreraar 
General in Council to defray the charges which will come in course of pay meat during 
he year ending the 81st day of March, 1931, in respect of ^ Miscellaneous ’ 

Inadequate c^nd TJn^a^^efactor^ 8v4i^$Upns and Eecommendi^tons <^{ the 
ftidwwt 8ta^uiory Commission 

Mi a n XbfaMBttUul fttiali Kawax (West Central Punjab Muham- 
madan) Sjup, I bjBg to mpy© that the Demand for a supplementary grant 
ot a sum not ©acead^ng Ba 2,66i>0OO in respect of ‘ Miscellaneoua ^ be 
reduced by Rs. 100 f 

Sir, the Report of the Indian ^Itatutory Commission has been pub- 
lish^, and it would be >dje to deny it has created difficulties ip the 
#ay of those who, on both sides, are working for peace. Political India 

* Speech not revised by the Ronourable Member 

♦ (Inadequate and unsansfactory sugS^tions and xecommendationa contained 
Volume II of the Eeport of the Indian Statutory CJommJeslon and their probative value 
aa part of the material to be diseuseed sad considered by the coming Round Table 
Ooaferenoe ) 
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as a whole has condemned the recommendatist^ xft 49|e €o4nalsidoo as 
inad^equate and unsatisfactory I maintain, Sir, that no constituthvi 
framed by any Commission or by the British Government would be of 
much value, it it did not have behind it, t)ie goodwill of those who wonld 
he wilhng to make it function Judged by this test, I have no hesily- 
Uon in saying that the recommendations and suggestions contained in 
Tolume if of the Report are inadequate, disappointing and unsa^- 
factory Now, Sir, the outstanding features of the Report of the Indian 
Statutory Commission are the ultimate constitution of India on a federal 
basis, the constitution of the provinces, the constitution of the Centirgl 
Covernment and of the Army I agree that the ultimate constitution pf 
India should be a federal union, because in a sub-continent like India 
which comprises over 300 millions of people, which consists of so strange 
and unusual a collection of autonomous states, democratic provinces and 
backward tracts under the Central Government, no other constitution 
IS possible But I beg lea\e to point out that the Commissioneis h^ve 
postponed the completion of this federal union for an indefinite period. 
They might have recommended that the Federal Union could be started 
m British India, with autonomous provinces as units They should also 
have either recommended, or at least suggested to the Ruling Princea, 
that they should have, m their respective States, Legislative Councils, 
on tile lines of the Legislative Councils of major provinces of British 
India 

Mr President . I understand this Demand is required for expendi- 
tHire in India in connection with the Round Table Conference I want 
,the Honourable Member to let me know how he connects the Sinmn 
Commission’s Report with the expenditure xa India about the Eouqid 
Table Conference We cannot d('al with the Simon Commission's Report 
in this way 

Mian Mohammad Shah Kawaz * I will explain I understand the 
Round Table Conference is to be convened on or about the 28th Octobei. 

Mr A H Ghuwiavi : 20th October 

Mian Mohammad Sh^h Hawaz . This expenditure is m respect of 
<he Round Table Conference 

j|Ir. Piaoidd^nt . In India. 

MJAUfttohaaimad Jfcali Nawas . Of course in India, and farther under 
Heist Decaaoid also m England But wha/t would be the functions of the 
Round Table Conference f The functions of the Round Table Confer- 
tonoe would be to diseuss the S<imon 'Report along with other material 
that may be brought to tbeir notice 

Mr. jPreflidpnt : Order, order That is not the analogy I think th® 
Honourable Member can raise all these points when he discusses the 
puestion of the expenditure in England, because all these questions will 
be raised at the Round Table Conference in England , this has nothing 
to do with the expenditure which will be incurred by the office in India. 

flfcr Hari 49uiNr ((Central Provinces Hindi Divisions Noti- 

Mnhanamadan) may I suggest that, if the Honourable the Leader of 
the House would direct thgt we might have a general discussion on the 
question comeoted with the Round Table Conference and not 
excluding the Simon Commiasian^ Report and the Central Committee's 

a2 
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Beport and the other schemes on the Report which have been published 
or are about to be published in connection with the future constitution 
of India, and if Honourable Members on both sides of the House are 
thus enabled to have this unfettered right of expressing their views 
and \entilating their grievances in connection with the policy of the 
scheme, then the Government would be m possession of what is the 
central idea underlying the various speeches of Members of the various 
groups of the House, and then, Sir, you might limit, in connection with 
the cuts, the discussion to any particular item which any Honouraole 
Member may wish to express his views on We may recall, Sir, the 
procedure that has been tollowed m connection with the general dis- 
cussion on the Budget every year. We have a general discussion, and 
after that we descend to particulars and confine our speeches to the 
particular grievance on the basis of which that particular cut is recom- 
mended 1 suggest, Sir, that it would be to the convenience of the 
House if that procedure is followed also to-day 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member, for Commerce and 
Railways) Sir, I ma> say that if in your discretion you regard it as 
expedient and generally to the convenience of the House that the }yro- 
cedure suggested by my Honourable friend, Sir Han Singh Gour, should 
be followed, I should not offer any objection, but the nature of the 
cut which has been moved by my Honourable friend, Mian Mohammad 
Shah Nawa^, is such that it really raises the same question, raised by 
the supplemental y vote itself and it seems to me that it would be im- 
possible for speakers in discussing this vote to avoid frequent reference 
to the Report of the Royal Commission and an explanation of then view^s 
about it I shall certainly take no objection, subject to your ruling, 
to any discussion or reference to the Report of the Statutory Commis- 
sion in the course of the debate Whether we should have a general 
discussion on the Demand itself or on a particular cut is a mattei in 
which I wish to place myself entirely in the hands of the Chair 

Mr President : Order, order I think the analogy of the general 
debate on the Budget cannot be followed on this occasion, because on a 
supplementary grant, as has been the established practice of this House, 
and for which there are several rulings of both the previous Honourable 
Presidents of this House, questions of policy cannot be discussed Well, 
on this particular occasion, I have allowed the debate on the question of 
policy, simply because this grant was not contained in the original 
Budget The demand for the Round Table Conference was not contained 
in the original Budget and therefore the (Jhair has allowed a discussion on 
the general policy But of course the analogy of the discussion of the 
Geiieial Budget cannot be followed h»re because there you can discuss 
the wdiole policy of the Government, while on this Demand there would 
be only a very restricted discussion on the policy of the Govern- 
ment as regards the Round Table Conference Now this Demand, as 
I have already pointed out, refers to expenditure in India^jand I think 
It would be better if the question of the policy of the Round Table Con- 
ference were to be discussed on Demand No 85, where it would be 
more relevant I think the discussion on this Demand should be restrict- 
ed to the expenditure for which this J>maiid is required 
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Mian Mohammad Shah Nawaz With all due deference to you, Sir, 
Demands No->. 75 and 85 cannot be separated It is a difference with- 
out distinction It is true that the Round Table Conference is to be 
convened in London It is true that expenditure is to be incurred m 
India as well as in England and I submit that the recommendations o£ 
the Simon Commission can be discussed either under Demand No, 75 
or Demand No 85 I respectfully submit there is no difference at all 
between the two Demands 

Mr President . I think I have expressed my view on the subject, 
and I do not want any more discussion about it I think on this Demand 
the Honourable Member should confine his remarks only to the Demand 
under discussion and the general discussion on the policy of the Gov- 
ernment we will have on the next Demand ' 

Mr M K Acharya (South Areot-cum-Chmgleput Non-^Iuham- 
madan Riii<d) On a point of order, Sii What would be the kind of 
amendments which you would rule as admissible under this Demand, 
if we are simply to deal with the expenditure in India and are not 
expected to go into the purpose of the expenditure ? I might submit 
that the expenditure in India will be incurred only on people going to 
the Round Table Conference What kind of amendment would you allow 
under this Demand ^ 

Mr President : It a discussion is raised on the expenditure which 
Will be incurred in India then, a discussion on that subject will be 
quite relevant under this Demand 

Blr C S Eanga Iyer (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) Sir, I gathered from your remark, that, when 
the next item is taken up, you would consider if the Simon Commission's 
Report could be gone into I submit, Sir, that it is the custom in this 
House for Members to judge the purpose and object of an amendment 
from the brief statement of the Mover of the amendment, mentioned 
within brackets We have the advantage m the present motion that 
the Mover has specifically raised the debate to discuss the Simon Report 
in the light of the Round Table Conference In the next amendment 
of Mr Acharya, the words mentioned in brackets are “ Inadequate in- 
formation regarding the function of the proposed Round Table Con- 
ference and the status of Indian delegates thereto ” We have ade- 
quate information alike from H E the Viceroy’s and Mr Benn’s state- 
ments that the Simon Commission ’s Report will be one of the subjects to 
be included in the discussions of the Round Table Conference There- 
fore, the discussion, howev'er cursoiv on the Simon Report, cannot be 
taken up .inder the next item but under this, and it would be more con- 
venient for Honourable Members if v ou, Sir, can reconsider your ruling. 

Sir 0 P Ramaswami Ayyar (Tanjore-rttwu-Tnchmopoly Non- 
Muhainniadan Rural) Sir, we are not discussing Mr. Acharya 's amend- 
ment as I thnik that amendment is not now before the House 

The Honourable Sir George Eainy . Sir, may I make a suggestion 
for the convenience of the House i The Government attach importance 
to what has fallen from the Chair as to the vote upon which a discussion 
can most suitably take place It would be very unwilling to create 
a precedent which would involve a departure from sound principle. 
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But the noeasion is a rather exceptional one, and what I venture to 
suggest for the general convenience of the House is that you, Mr Presi- 
dent, might authorise a single general discussion on one of the votes 
But this is^ matter whiicli is entirely within your own discretion 

8ir C P Itamaswami Ayyar : Mr President, while I bow to your 
ruling, may T take the opportunity to indicate exactly the scope of the 
two Supplemf^ntarj" Demands^ Supplementary Demand No 75 is lequired 
for expendituie in India in connection with the Round Table Conference 
to be held in 1 iondon in October next, the expenditure to be shared between 
Home and Indian revenues Therefore it will be remembered, 
Mr Preadeni, tha^t this amount wilt be shared between Horae and Indian 
revenues That is a feature which may perhaps be borne in mind m 
comir^^ to a conclusion vhethcr it is necessary to keep in water-tight com- 
partments the discussion on this grant and on the following grant 
Of course, for the purpose of convenience of debate, it might be more 
eiracdlent to limit the general drscussion either to this grant or to the 
otnel* grant, but mav T, Mr President, join with the Leaders of Parties 
111 suggesting to vou, as a matter of general convenience, that the matter 
la so jnterccnnectcd that it is not possible to separate Demand No 75 
frbm Demand No 85 It mav therefore conduce to the convenience both 
of the House and of the Chair if a general discussion takes place with refei- 
ejaroe to all xhe aspects of the matter and a solid and single vote is taken 
on it 

Mr President If this is the general wish of the House, I have no 
objection In fact, I had thought that' the Leaders of the various Pairties 
would come to an agreement on th*8 question and that thev would give 
me this morning some agreed proposals. I was expecting them to tell 
me on what Demand they would like to raise the general debate Jf, 
however, it is the general opinion of the House that the general discussion 
on both the Demands may be taken on one item, then I will allow the 
general discussion to take place only on this Demand, and it must be clearly 
understood that tire same discussion will not be raised again when Demand 
No 85 IS under discussion 

Itfr M A. Jinfiah (Bombay City Muhammadan Urban) Sir, with 
very great respect, I do not quite endorse the statement that fell from 
the Chair that it is for the Leader^ to come to agreement with regard 
to any point of order It is entirely for the Chair to decide, and when 
a poiiit of order is raised, it is entirely for the Chair to give the ruling 

Mr. President In any case, I will allow Mr Shah Nawaz to go on 

Sir Hari Singb Ootttr Do I understand you aright that you hatve 
allowed the general discussion notr under this head 1 

Mr PreMdeiHt Yes 

ttlan MohaaBunad Shah Kawax Aa regards the constitution of dhe 
provinces the Commissioners think that they have given us provincial 
mxtommy and they clan» hbeTMity i^rthenr i^po«ill» m thnrttip^ It 
cannot be denied that there w a advance Dyarchy, which baa been 
oondeTrmed throughout India and Bugland^ and its pMee is tahen by 
irtmitary systwl! of goveniiiiefnt, Ministers m charge of idl pro- 
vMnial mibjeota with |t)ini teeponiibility th the Legiskithre. The mm 
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the Council is very largely increased, and the voting strength is trebled. 
But if yon go deeply into the matter, you will see that this provincial 
autonomy js not real and undisguised autonomj^ in the real sense of tte 
term. It iS not a complete proMncial autonomy m which the powers of 
the Ministers would be unfettered The powers of the Governor are stiU 
very wide In fact, all the powers are centralized m him He can select 
'his Ministers, who will hold office during his pleasure In the Ministry 
are lo be included one or more officials The word '' more ” is a very 
\ague expretsion , it may mean two oi it may mean three I submit that 
the inclusion of the official Ministers in the provincial Cabinet is a step la 
the wrong direction It is without precedent These official Ministers would 
be influencing the decisions of the joint Ministry These official Ministers 
would piobably be in charge of law and order and finance The House 
must remember that the Commissioners say that, m the event of a vote 
of no confidence being passed against the joint Ministry, these offi- 
cial Ministers can be reappointed on a new and reconstituted Ministry. 
This really in<^ans that the dyarchy remains m substlance though, in foim, 
it has been discarded I submit, Sir, that the inclusion of the officials iti 
the Ministry is entirely against the weight of the evidence that was placed 
before the Commission The Central Committee and all the Pronncial 
Com 111 it tees, ixcept the Committee of the Bombay Presidency, which 
co-opt^d w.th the ^^imon CommiSvslon, have emphatically expressed then? 
opinion that the Ministry should be without the officials At leaat thre^ 
Provincial Governments have said that the Ministry should be chosen fronl 
aiViong the elected Members But be tore selecting them, the Government 
shotild sound the opinion of the Council as a whole Sir, I say without any 
hesitation that the official element should be eliminated The offleial 
dement should be eliminated because a Ministry which has one or two 
officials will not be working w^ell The timorous and subservient Ministers, 
a« some of them no doubt are w ill do what the of^iRl Ministers wih' toll 
them to do An official ^Minister, who cannot be removed and can be 
reajipointed, will always defy the wishes of the Legislature 

I now come to the overriding power of the Governor The learned 
Commissioners lay down that the Governor can override the Ministry for 
two important purposes, namel,\ to preserv^e the safety of the province 
and the public tranquillity, and also to protect the lights of the minori- 
ties I submit that, w^hen you are making the Ministry responsible to 
the Legislature, no power should be gnen to the Governor to safeguard 
the pubbe tranquilhtv Ministers aie tlie only persons who should see whe- 
ther certain legislation or a certain ordinance is desirable or not To thia 
extent the overriding power, in my humble judgment, should be taken away 
from the Governor I do admit that there are strong grounds for retain- 
ing overriding powers in the hands of the Governor in the interests Of 
the minority 

I now pass on to the emergency powders of the Governor, which are 
given in paragraph 65 of Volume IT of the Report . I think, with slight 
□WDiIiflcation, the emergency powers must be retained, because these emer- 
gency powers are to be exercised m the event of a breakdown, in 
case the Governor comes to the conclusion that he cannot carry (m the Oov- 
prnment. In that case^ ti is quite right that he should take over the ad-, 
adii^intion of the Government in his own handa and appoint delegates 

jsssistaots to hdp in the discharge of this jmfKmsible and oneroqg 
Mitiet. Bur the GOiiHntsiuni gees on to say .tli#t these emergency powers 
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can be exeieised by the Governoi toi about twelve months I submit 
that that is a very long period, the emergency powers should be lestncted 
to a period of six months onlj Sir, while I am discussing the constitution 
of the proMnoes, I desire to place before the House the case of the North 
West Frontier Province and Baluchistan The Commissioners admit that 
the inhabitants of the North West Frontier Province are as intelligent 
and as cle\er as the people of the other provinces They also say that if 
there is a deficit in the finances of the North West Frontier Province, that 
can be met by a grant-in-aid fiom the Central Government That solves 
the financial difficulty The> gi\e to the North West Frontier Province 
a Legislative Council which is only a Council in name It is no Legis- 
lative CoLineil at all, it is an advisory bod 3 ^ probably worse than a District 
Board of any district of the Punjab 

They say that this Council should consist of 40 Members, out of which 
20 are to be elected and 20 are to be selected by the Chief Commissioner 
Out of the 20 that are to be elected, there are to be (a) representatives of 
the Khans from a special constituency, (b) Members to be elected by the 
Municipalities and District Boards, (c) exrsoldiers, to be elected pre- 
sumably by ex-soldiers I have never understood why there should be a 
special const ituency for the Khans I must confess to you. Sir, that I do 
not believe in Khans, and Nawabs, I only fake my place as a commoner 
Why should these Khans be elected from a special constituency ? If these 
Khans are the real representatives of the people, as they pose to be, they 
should seek election from the commoners and not from a special consti- 
tuency consisting of Khans and some big landlords 

All Honourable Member Why not ? 

Mian Mohammad Shah Nawaz The Honourable Member is neither 
a Khan nor n Nawab The days of Khans and Nawabs are gone They 
must secure the goodwill of plebeians The Khans have no business to 
be elected by a special eomtitiiency at all They should seek election 
from the goncial eonstitueneies as is the case in other provinces Again, 
why should a certain number of the Members be elected by Municipalities 
and District Boards 1 The franchise m the North West Frontier Pro- 
vince should he ividened, as wide as in other provinces Again, Sir, what 
18 the meaning of having a constituency for ex-soldiers ? I do not under- 
stand hov ex-soldiers are superior persons to civilians No doubt in 
times of war, thev may be formidable persons, persoixs, on whom we rely 
for the defence of the country, but no invidious distinction need be made 
between the ordinary citizens and ex-soldiers Further the Commis- 
sioners lecomraend that the Chief Commissioner should preside over the 
deliberations of this moth-eaten form of legislature Why should he 
pieside ovei the deliberations of this Council ? Obviously the presence 
of the Chief Coraraissipner would be restraining the members from 
the exercise of independent judgment He should not be allowed to pre- 
side o^e^ ^he deliberations of the Council Sir, the main reason given 
by the Commissioners for not granting a full fledged constitutional reform 
to the Noith-West Frontier Province is that the inherent right of a man 
to smoke a cigarette must necessarily be curtailed if he is living m a 
powder magazine T respectfully submit, that this analogy is unfair. 
To begin with, it is not the inherent right of everybody to smoke or drink 
My Honourable friend Sardar Gulab Singh and my Mussalman frienxia 
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■would seriously object to smoking of cigarettes Again it is assumed that 
the inhabitants of the Nqrth West Frontier Province are living in a powder 
magazine I submit they are not The North West Frontier Province 
is not so bad I am stating m^ view about the settled districts and not 
of the tribal area Sir, I maintain, and I say emphatically, that the 
people of the North West Frontier Province are not unruly and they are 
not living in a powder magazine The inhabitants of five districts are 
living peacefully and calmly Then, Sir, I submit, would it not be better 
that the powder magazine should be guarded by happy and contented 
guards ? If the guard is unhappy, if he is de^contented, he may set fi»*e 
to the magazine We all know that the defence of India really depends 
upon the good^\lll, on the well being and on the contentment of the people 
of the frontier The people of tho frontier have unanimously demanded 
that they should have full fledged constitutional reforms on the lines of 
the other provinces I am told by a very reliable authority that the pre^ 
sent disturbances in Peshawar were due to the fact that the reforms were 
withhold from the people of the fiontier (Hear, hear ) We must give 
a full-fledgea constitution for the irontiei people It is a demand of the 
Mussalmans, the Hindus, and the Chiistians, all alike It is an alMiidia 
demand It u the demand of the Congress It is a demand of the Muslim 
League It n the demand of the All-Parties Muslim Conference There 
IS no reason vnIiv full-fledged constitutional reforms should not be given 
to this province 

Mr M R Jayakar (Bombay City Non-Muhammadan Urban) On 
a point ot order, Sir Was it your ruling that thi^ v as a fit opportunity 
foi discussing the merits and the details of the Simon Commission’s Re- 
port ? 

Mr. President Tiiat seems to l>** the general opinion of the House 

Mr M R Jajrakar May I mention that this is a cut relating to the 
expenses of the Round Table Conference ^ The SiraOn Commission’s Re- 
port comes in only incidentally A eeitdin amount of reference to the 
Simon Commission’s Report is inevitable But mav I submit that this 
IS not a proper opportunity foi con>idering the merits and details of the 
proposals contained in the Simon ('ommission’s Report because that is 
only very reniotelv^ connected with the subject before the House 

Mr President As the Government have no objection to deal with 
all these questions of policy, I do not think that I <'bould restrict the de- 
bate 

Mr M. A Jinnah The point is not whether the Government have 
any objection I am very sorry that there vseems to be some misunder- 
standing on the point The point is not whether the Government have 
any objection or no objection The noint is not whether any other body 
has no objection or anv objection The point I should place before you, 
if you give me the opportunity, is this There not the slightest doubt 
that the grants before us are grants which we are asked to vote for the 
expenditure of the I^und Table Conference , nothing else What has 
that got to do with the Simon Commission’s recommendations and their 
merits ’ That is the first question I will read to you, Sir, . 

Blian Mohammad Shah Kawaz Sir, can the Honourable Member 
raise this objection when I am in the middle of my speech f 
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Mr. M. A Jitmab : Demand No 75 says this 

‘‘ Thia i» required for expenditure in India in connection \^ith the Round Table 
Conference to be held m London in October next for the purpose of considering^ the 
forthcoming general constitutional revision The expenditure will be shared between 
the Home and Indian revenues The total cost from the Indian roionues is estimated 
at Be 6,31,000 of which Re 5,44,000 is voted, R« 2,86,000 to be incurred in India und 
Re 2,78,000 in England under the control of the 8ecretar;y of St^te tor India, The 
Rtanding Finance rommittee has agreed 

This IS Demand No 75 What has this grot to do with the Simon 
C'ommisfiion’s proposals and their merits ? Or any other Commission or 
any other document ? The Simon Commission’s Report is one of the 
documents \^hich will be considered by the London Conference like any 
other document It may be an important document, but nothing more 
Aie we called upon noy m this Honse to discuss the recommendations of 
the Simon Commission in connection with a Demand of this chai^Oter 
^yhieh has nothing whatever to do with the Simon Commission ? It 
not a question whether Government have any objection or not Govern- 
ment may have their own object m not objecting to it, — ^but we on this 
side of the House have the strongest objection to this irregulanty, and 
feeling as we do, we can only appeal to you to give a ruling If you agree 
with us, you should give a ruling that this discussion is out of order 

Sir 0. P RamaBwami Ayyar Mr President, very little is needed 
to enloice what has fallen 

Mr President Order, order I will not allow a discussion on thi^i 
point of order Of course Mr Jinnah w^as not in the House when this 
point was raised by the Chair itself at the beginning of the debate I 
lead out this Demand, and I then explained what Mr Jinnah has explained 
just now, and I found that it was the general wish of the whole House, 
official and non-offlcial, that an opportunity should be afforded to the 
Members of the House to discuss the Simon Repoit on this cut , (Voices ' 
“ No, no ”) at least that is what I understood the general desire to be 
Sir Han Singh Gour got up and he said the same thing The Honourable 
Sir George Rainy got up on behalf of the officials and he said that they 
had no objection if the policy of the Simon Report was discussed on this 
Demand Therefore, in compliance with the wishes of the majority of 
Members of the House, I thought it would be better if I allowed the 
Honourable Members to say what they have got to say about the Simon 
Report and other things connected with the Round Table Conference, and 
I cannot go behind that ruling now If the Honourable Member had been 
in the House at that time, probably he could have induced other Hon- 
ourable Members to agree with him, but now as the discussion has been 
started, I cannot go behind that ruling. At the same time I would re^ 
quest Mr Shah Nawaz not to go into the very minute details of the Simon 
Report It would be better if the Honourable Members would only refer 
to the policy of the Report in a general way and also to the other matters 
regarding the constitutional advance of India But it would certainly bO‘ 
a misuse of the privilege of speech if the Honourable Members go into 
inimite details of the Simon Report in this discussion 

8ir Oowasji Jehangir Sir, I am raising a new point of order This 
il H cut for Rs. 100 on the Demand H censttre for the contents the 
Simon R(‘port If that is in order . . 
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BIr President Order, order That point was raised and a ruling^ 
was guen 1 cannot reconsider my iiiling three or four tunes 

Mr M. A. Jinnah Sn, I am soir^ I was not m the House when thia 
poont was raised But I gather fxom what you said just now and I waa 
under the impression that the Chair would probably nile it out of order 
' But you said you did not rule it out of order because you felt that there 
was a general desire to adopt that course That impression may have 
been created in your mind, but that is not correct There has been nty 
such general desire, because we think that this le totally irrelevant. Not 
that we are afraid of discussing the Simon Report and expressing our 
views on a proper occasion But in order to correct a misunderstanding’ 
I must say that there was no (such genei al desire on this side of the House 
at least You yourself felt that this was not m order, but as there wa» 
no serious objection raised, you allowed it But I am pointing out to 
you now mast emphatieaHy that that impresaiort was not correct Surely 
it is open to you to say that, if serioui^ objection is raised, you wiR give 
your ruling that it is out of order and if it is out of order, no amount of 
general desire in this House can make it in order 

Mr. President I think it is not totally out of order The Ho»our- 
able Member will remember that IIis Excellency the Viceroy m his speech 
here last evening said that in the Round Table Conference all the schemes 
and documents, including the Simon Report, will be considered, and if 
these documents are to be considered at the Round Table Conference, I do 
not think that a reference to or a general discussion of the Simon J^port 
will be totally out of older on this Demand I do not want to prolong 
the discussion on this point, but as I have already said, Tlonourable Mem*- 
bers, in making their speeches on tins Demand, should refstrict themselves 
to general obser\ations on the Simon Report and should not go into the 
minute details of the yecommenilation'» of that Report 

Mr M R, Jayakar Sir, I was also not present when this point was- 
naised, otherwise T would have pointed out that there was no general 
desire on the part of the Party which f represent to have a discussion on 
the merits of the details of the Simon Conrmission’s Report on this cut 
The desire of my Party w'as jiist the other wav. Of course a certain 
amount of leference to the Report is inevitable, because it is part of the 
material to he put before the Round Table Conference, but I do submit 
that you should give a ruling that nothing more than a general discus- 
Bion of the Simon Report would be allowed on this odcasion and that ar 
minute discussion or a criticism of the detailed recommendation’s of the 
Report would he entirely out of place 

Mr. IT N. ^ Sen (Bengal Nominated Non-Official) Sir, may 
I inquire why three days have been allowed for this discussion t 

The Honourable Sir Georgs Rainy May I have your permission, 
Sir, to explain in one or two sentences the attitude of Government f 
What Government felt is, as my Honourable friend the Leader of the 
Oppositioii has said, that it is imposNible, in discussing this vote, to avoid 
all refcreneci* to the Statutory ronimission’s Report. To give a simple 
example, it is perfect^^ open to an Honourable Member to argne that hr 
that the Statutory Commission ’s Report was so thoroughly bad 
that tins money ought not to he provided. Rqualfy clearly it is open to 
wether Mmber to aay that the Import ia good and thm^ore the mon^ 
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ought to be provided, or that, even though he disapproved of many parts 
of the Report, yei nevertheless the money ought to be provided, and that 
I understand is generally the line taken by the Honourable Mian Shah 
Navv 87 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah That has nothing to do with the Simon Com- 
mission 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy I thought he was developing that 
point But certainlv, tSir Goveriimeni aNo feel that there miLst be some 
limit to the discussion on those points , and it is entirely within the dis- 
cretion of the Chair to decode whethei or not a particular -speaker kept 
himself within reasonable limits 

Dr Nand I^al On a nevN point of order, Sir 

Mr. President Let me dceule this nomt of order first I think, in 
the light of the discussion that has jast taken place, Mian 
Mohammad Shah Nawaz might go on with his speech 

Mian Mohammad Shah Nawaz Thank vou, Sii I did not think 
I was going into a detailed criticism of the Simon Commission’s Report, 
hecause if I were to do so I might take two full days , but T am not going 
to do that T was referring to the reforms proposed for the Frontier 
Province Sii, the Commission has given no Minister to the Legislative 
Coiinoil which they desire to establish in the Frontier Province , the Mem- 
bers of the proposed Council are simply to discuss Bills and motions and 
the Demands for Grants which are to be presented by the Financial Sec- 
retary No subjects are transferred to the control of a Minister or Ministers 
Obviouslv this sort of reforms are very inadequate and disajipomting As 
I sav, the demand of all India is that the Frontier Piovmce should be 
given full-fledged reforms on the lines of the major provinces of India 
In short, I hav'e no use for the moth-eaten reforms which are proposed 
I>y the Commission for the Frontier Province 

With your permission, SiV, I will now pass on to the case of Balu- 
chistan I need not enter into the details of the reforms which the Com- 
mission has recommended for Baluchistan, because they have given no 
reforms Tlieir argument is verv' strange indeed It is this that it can 
safely be said that the Baluchis do not require any alteration in the exist- 
mg system In a few lines they dispose of this very important ouestion 
of reforms in Baluchistan The learned Commissioners tell us that the 
Baluchis do not w^ant the reforms Sir, I doubt whether this statement 
of fact IS coirect I know^ the Baluchi Sardars very well They do want 
an electue system to be introduced m Baluchistan Sir, if Baluchistan 
IS a p.art and parcel of India, and if we must hold Baluchistan for the 
•defence of India, it cannot remain istationary , either it must go backward 
or go forward , and as it is unthinkable to go backward, is it not advisable 
to go forward ** I know^ how the present jugs system works in that 
province Sir, I can say without any fear of contradiction that the jirgcvt 
simply endorse the decrees of the Chief Commissioner It is no system 
at all , T know the jtrga system , I know how it works on the frontier, 
and I know how it works m Dohra Tsmail Khan, Debra Ohazi Khan and 
in Baluchistan too It is an old old system, good for nothing Sur^y, 
'Sir, Baluchistan must progress and Baluchistan must be given some sort 
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of reform If you do not want to gnt* a full-fledged constitution to Balu- 
chistan, then start Avith some , ort o^ reforms^ But it is no use saying 
that the Baluchis aie gipsies and nomads and they do not want any 
iteration in the existing syst'^m Baluchistan is surrounded by countries 
which enjoy the benefit of the modern elective system , There is no reason 
why Baluchistan should be deprived ot reforms if they are good With 
all due deference, the reasoning of the Commission is not correct, and 
I submit that some sort of reforms must be given to Baluchistan and we 
must make a beginning, hut it should be substantial 

Sir, now I come to the constitution at the centre. Sir, it muat be 
admitted that the Commission ha\e iirojjosed no change of any v^alue in 
the Central Government The V’cerov i> still supieme , as a matter of 
fact his poA\ers aie enlarged It is true that he can select his Executive 
Councillors from among the Members of the Assembly and the Council of 
State , but there i'j no statutorv obligation laid on the Governor General 
to select so many Members or all Members of his Cabinet from the elected 
Members of the Central Legislatuie Sir, the Government of India, with 
oil iiremo\able executive, faced ^^lth an elected majority is neither strong 
nor dignified No consiitutioii will work unless it has goodwill behind 
it and an autoeiatic Government of India would have little driving force 
behind it Sii the unanimous demand of India — and I believe theie is 
no dissentient voice now — is to pioceed along the lines of an immeliate 
Dominion Status in the Central Government, with reservation in respect 
ol the Aimy, foreign affairs and Indian States, and it is only by proceed- 
ing along these lines that a solntioj) of the present difficulty can be foiuii 
Sir, it IS la fact that the Libeials, the Muslims, the Sikhs and all others, 
barring the Congress, have agreed that all subjects m the Central Govern- 
ment except the Army, the Indian States and foreign affairs must be 
transferred to the control ot Indian Ministers as stated above 

Then, Sir, these learned Commissioners recommend indirect election 
to the Assembly , that is to say, the Members of the local Councils are per- 
mitted to elect Members to the Legislative Assembly I am not aware, Sir, 
of any federal system in which th(oe is indirect election to the first House 
The United States of America consist of as many as 48 States and they have 
direct election In all federal systems m Canada, and outside the British 
Empire — m Brazil, and in Germanv — there is a system of direct election. 
There is no reason whv diiect Geetion. wdiich now’ prevails, should not be 
maintained Sir, T submit that if Members to the Assembly are to be 
elected by an indirect method, demoraliising tactics will be employed m the 
local legislatures , and the non-official Ministers, and — if I may have the 
liberty of saving .so — the official Ministers, would be sending those men 
to the Assembly who w^oiild be ^ ife from the point of view of the Gkivern- 
ment In short, the result of this proposal of the Commission wdll pro- 
bably be — they will forgive me tor saying so — to kill the indej^endence of 
the Assembly Further, according to mathematical calculation, if a can- 
didate were to secure the flrst eight votes from Members of the Provincial 
Legislature, he would surely be returned to the Assembly. He would 
hardly be called a representative of the pubbe. Sir, I do not believe m an 
election by the elected 

Coming to the Army, I And, the proposals of the Commissioners are 
12 Nook extremely diisappointing and unsatisfactory The 

Army is for many many years to come to be 
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Placed beyond the coatrA of the Legislature It will wear the com- 
^exion of an army of oceupatwn, forced upon the people of India to 
heep them in bondage, imd India will have to pay 50 or 55 crores with- 
out question to England for the up-keep of the Army, without having 
the right to utter a single word about it. But if the Commission thought 
it advisable to put the Army in the hands of Agents of the Imperial Gov- 
ernment, I think that they should transfer every other subject lo the 
control of the Central Legislature except the Army When I read the 
first volume of the Ileport, I thou^t that the idea of the Commissioners 
was to have an Imperial Army m this country with the Viceroy as its 
head, acting in conjunction with the Commander-in-Chief , I believed 
that the Commissioner's earnest desire was to establish an Arniiy of Do- 
minion pattern under the control of an Indian Minister in the Central 
Legislature But when I read the second volume, I obser\ed an entire 
ehange of front The Commissioners make no suggestion of any kind as 
regards the Indianisation of the Army They do not go into the recom- 
mendations of the Sandhurst Committee , they neither approve nor dis- 
approve of the recommendations of that Committee They express no 
opinion as regards the eight units scheme They say nothing as regards 
the establishment of an Indian Sandhurst in 1933 They leave the ques- 
tion of the Indianisation of the Army untouched And yet the Conuais- 
sioners say that the question of the Indianisation of the Army must be 
faced I humbly submit that they have not faced it, and we must face 
It How are we going to Indianise the Army ? That is the most im- 
portant question, and that is the acid test of the bonafides of Great 
liiitain, because if the Army in India is not to be Indiamsed speedily, 
all talk of Dominion Status is humbug Dominion status without the 
speedy Indianisation of the Army w'ould be incomplete and possibly 
a great hoax Sir, the important problem of the Indianisation of the 
Army can no longer be shiiked. It must be faced and has got to be 
«Qlved without further delay Sir, I do hope that the Government of 
India will recommend a good scheme for the Indianisation of the Army, 
and in the absence ofi anjr scheme, they will recommend that the recom- 
mendations of the Indian Sandhurst Committee should be given effect 
to m tiieir entirety 

Sir, with your permission, I now come to the services 
Id. A. Jinnab : Is there no time limit to-day, Sir ? 

Jir. : I am afraid not. 

Mian Mohammad Shah Hawas : Sir, I know there are some 'Honotir- 
able Members who are unpatienL 

They thmk that the Simon Boport ahould be ignored and that it 
should be cast away, Ihocauae it is unlookahle That is not a correct atti- 
tude The Report is before the pNiklic. No doubt^ the reeommendatibt^ 
eontained in the Report are dkafpouiting, they are bajting An4 
satisfactory , m some respects they are retre^grade in character ^ but 
are to be considered very carefully. The Report naturally carries weight 
m the eyes of many BrUushers We must discuss it, and pomt out 
where the defects are I do not agree with those HonourahJ^ Members 
who hold the view that there should ba no discussion on thisReport and 
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that it should be ignored It cannot bo ignomd I fool, flir, thut I am 
entitled to express my opinion on aJI the important problems concerning 
India wh¥5h ato embodied m the Eepoft of the Indian Statutoa^ 
miasiom. 

Now, Sir, coming to the question of the security servioet, I moan tbo 
Indian Civil Service and Indian Medical Service, I find that these ser- 
wieet are still to remain under the control of the Secretary of State. 
That IS in a way negation of provincial autonomy But the part to 
wljuch I seriously object ib that the Secretary of State can employ these 
services m t>.ueh numbers and m such appointments as he pleases In 
judgment, the provinces should be the masters in their own territories 
and they should have the power to say, “ We will have so many members 
of the Indian Cjvil Service or Indian Police Service, and no more 

Then, Sir, as regards the fiscal autonomy convention which is said 
,t 0 exist m action, the Commissioners’ propotal is actually retrograde 
Ob the one hand they say thal they do not want to suggest any change 
in the fiscal autonomy convention , but on the other hand they do make 
a change Let me, Sir, read out to you a passage from page 306 of their 
Report It runs thus 

“ Bait clelejration by ‘ coinentirm ’ \Mth the purpose of transferring responsibility 
IB. some measure to the Legislature raises different Msuea The criterion should be, 
not whethei an authority subordinate to the Secretary of State is m agreement vvith 
thb Legislature but ivhether the interests at stake are of such a character that His 
Majesty 's Government could isaivo or suspend its constitutional n^^ht to make tlio final 
daeiaion Ob this Mew the decision whether the will of the Indian Legislature is fo 
fuwwiil^is one fw the Secretary of State, or if need be, for His Majesty *8 Oovermnent, 
take, after giving the fullest weight to the views e£ the Government of India, and 
before the proposal is put to the Legislature A convention which sets the Govern- 
ment of India and the Legislature in opposition to the Secretary of State is consU- 
•tsrtSoBaJly unsound and can only yveaken the Govemment of India m the end * ’ 

It 18 qui.t« cl«4r that the fiscal autonomy convention goes, in practice, by 
tbt bwmd. 

I admit there are several favourably pmnta m the Report These 
are — (1) Provincial autonomy, which shotii he made real by eluidnat- 

the official element from the Mmistry and hy restrmtmf the ov4?r- 
riolng powers of fibe Ooveraor, (2) ®nWgement of the ataef of the 
Provincial Councils and Legislative Assembly, (3) RIxteneive framehise 
in the provinces both to men ami womem (4) a shaise of the priovuioys 
m the income-tax revenue with a view to developing the nation-bnild- 
ing departments, (4) probability of having Nxecative Cound^lon from 
aw<mg the elected Member* of the Centirai Legi^ture, (5) Bstiblish- 
ment cf a Publm Service Commission m the proviaees, (6) Separate re- 
presentation to Musbms i 

Sir, I would be failing m my duty if j dijd put forward the 
d^ffnan^ of the Mnsliihs of India Those demands are given m the re- 
^ohrtion of the AU-Parties Muslim Conference, which was passed at 
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Delhi on the 1st January, 1929 Therein we say that the Muslims of 
the Punjab and Bengal should be given a majority in their Legislative 
Councils, on a population basis At any rate they are entitled to 51 
per cent representation We also claim a specified share in the Services, 
that Smd should be separated, and that full-fledged reforms should be 
given to the North-West Frontier Province and Baluchistan Those 
demands we have now reiterated in a resolution passed by the Working 
Board of the All-Parties Conference held at Simla on 5th July, 1930 I 
am glad to find that the Muslims have also come to the conclusion that 
all subjects m the Central Government excepting the Army, Indian 
States and foreign affairs should be transferred to Indian Ministers 
Sir, I am afraid, these demands of the Muslims are not met by the i»eport 
of the Statutory Commission 


Sir, I now come to the Round Table Conference (Some Honour- 
able Members “ Hear, hear ”) {An Honourable Member “ The 
real point ”) Tn my humble judgment, the invitation to the mrjj»bers 
of the Round Table Conbrence who will eventually go should be 
couched in such terms that it should assure the co-operation of intelli- 
gent and representative Indian leaders, including a requisite number 
of Muslims If that is not done, I am afiaid the Round Table Confer- 
ence may not be a success If the Congressmen aie not going to join ili^ 
Conference unless certain terms are agreed to in advance, and if Gov- 
ernment are not going to hold out the olive branch to them unless and 
until the civil disobedience campaign is called off, then I submit that all 
others, namely, the Liberals, the Muslims, Sikhs, and so on, should ^OiU 
hands and come to a decision that they will participate in the Round 
Table Conference They should draft a constitution for India I am 
glad that His Excellency the Viceroy has allayed the situation some 
extent. Sir, we can safely trust the sincerity, earnestness and generosity 
of His Excellency the Viceroy and Mr Wedgwood Benn Sir tne fact 
remains that there will be a free discussion^ at the Round Table Confer- 
ence The proposals of the Simon Commission are proposals of seven 
gentlemen who were selected by the Conservative Government It is 
now our right to put forward our own proposals for immediate Dominion 
Status or for the “ substance of Independence ” if you like, or foi 
Immediate Do-minion Status with reservations in respect of the army, 
foreign affairs and the Native States with a view to arriving at the 
greatest possible measure of agreement and a lasting settlement between 
Great Britain and India Sir, I submit that an alliance between Great 
Britain and India wdll very greatly promote the cause of universal peace 
and humanity Sir, with these remarks, I move my cut 


Dr Nand Lai (West Punjab Non-Muhammaclan) I must confess 
th^, on account of the wisdom which the Treasury Benches have shown 
to-day, they have got two most important and vital questions confused 
1 wish the discusMon had been separate on the two most essential 

questions, but in obedience To the order which emanated from the Chair 

evep^ one of ns is bound to obey and bow to it—and m compliance with 
that order, I propose to raise certain points and offer certam remarks 
with reference to this motion which has been moved 
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To begin with, I shall take the point relating to the Round Table 
Conference to which really this motion seems to be confined It bas 
been repeated over and over again that this Conference will arrive at 
some points which will be favourable to India Those hopes have been 
set forth on various occasions, but I am sorry to say that the constitutional 
advancement and rights which wiU be conferred on India have not, as^ 
yet, been particularised and definitely characterised, excepting the very 
encouraging announcement which was made yesterday bv IIis Excellency 
the Viceroy, which appears to be some advance indeed But, apart from 
that, all of us are in the daik as to the achie’^ement we shall make m 
consequence, or by virtue, or b> the assistance, or help of this Round 
Table Confeience v 

Sir, you aie belter aware than ni\ humble self that the expenditure 
of money is directly concerned with tlie ]nirse of the people, and the 
people have got a leginraat'e right to see that their voice in connection 
with the expenditure of monev is heaid and lespected Is there any 
piovision made, any hi^nt thrown out, oi any suggestion made that the 
public will be consulted so far as the choosing or selecting of members 
of the Round Table Conference is concerned ^ If not, what light has 
this House got to make the grant ' The people are the custodians of 
the purse We are the representatives, namely, the elected ^lembers, 
and w^e ha\e, thus, not to put forw'ard onlv our own views, but also the 
\uews of the people which ha\e been expressed through impartial organs, 
namely, the Press and other channels Irrespective of my personal 
opinion, I have to do mj dutv as the ])]eader of my constituency I 
submit that no justification has h(a*n shown why this giant should be 
made in full and why this cut should not be accepted or a]iproved of 
T finish so tar as the Round Table Conterence is concerned 

The Hcmourahle Mian Mohammad Shah Nawaz has dilated upon 
the question of the Indian Statiitorv Commission's Report practically 
three fourths of his time he has spimt on that question He has gone 
into details But T must obey the Chair and I cannot' thus afford to 
go into them However, I shall make reference to it in a general way, 
w'lth this hope that a further oppoitniiit\ will be given to me for making 
certain impoitant, essential, and n»^ees.saiy r^^marks which I sliall reserve 
tor a future occasion (Seveial Honoui able Members “ No, no 

Mr President Order, order 

Dr Hand Lai . As I submitted, 1 shall be very brief in suhnultmg 
my points Then* are three points to which I may invite the attention 
of this Honourable House F^oint No 1 is the intr^uction of the official 
element m the Minisfry This suggestion in the Report has not had a 
cordial reception at^the hands of the people The opinion of the people 
IS that what we wanted has not onlv not been given, but what we had 
has been taken away to a certain extent I make this statement subject 
to correction That is the view of a section of the people in India, and 
prtmd facte it seems to be correct With the introduction of the official 
element in the domain of the Ministry, there is no knowing to what extent 
the legitimate rights and piivileges of the people will be violated. 
The second point in connection with this Repbrt is this, that separate 
riepresentatton has been permitted or has been allowed, on the ostensible 
ground of protecting the minorities Well, the authors of the Report 
L3CPB(LA) ' B 
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seem to have made out a case on that ground alone, if my reading of 
the Report is accurate and correct Taking that view of the learned 
authors and comparing it with the remarks, as alluded to in Volume II, 
i find that the view, propounded by the learned and Honourable authors 
of that Report, appears to be erroneous I shall point out why Now, 
the ground on which this separate representation has been allowed by 
the Report is this, that the interests of the minorities may be safeguaided 
That IS the main ground That is the plausible reason which is set forth 
Now, if the minority itself \Mshes, pravs, and humbly submits that v>e 
do not want separate representation and that it is not worth while to 
have it, why should the Commission thrust it upon them ^ Take the 
case of the Punjab The Hindus are in a minority The Hindu 
Minister expressed himself against the retention of separate communal 
electorates and the Hindu peo])le, who ajipeaied as wilnosses, made a 
statement pui porting to me.Lii that they did not want sepaiate repiesenta- 
tion Thej substantially meant to say “ You aie thinking of giving 
us piotection We sa} good bye to this sort of protection We want 
unity between Hindus and Muiiammadans We want brotherhood ” 
They nieant to urge that if a Hindu is a really good candidate and has got 
the confidence ot Muhammadan \oteis, they will piefer him to a 
Muhammadan candidate We do not want this soit of protection at all 
We are in fa\our of joint electorates We want and believe that in the 
course of time Hindus and Muhammadans ma^ h\e as hi others as lo\a] 
subjects of Ills Majest\ 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy (Burdwan and Presidency DiMsions 
Muhammadan Rural) Mav I ask the Honourable Membei who said 
that ^ The Hindus never said that 

Dr Nand Lai If >ou will kindly read the Report of the Ministers, 
(Volume II, pages 57 and 59), and look into the Hindu spiiit, >oii will 
see that they substantially were not in favour of separate representation 

Dr A IBuhrawardy I was present at the Joint Free Conference 
and heard the evidence 

Dr. Nand Lai I ask, why this separate representation has been 
hurled upon the people of the Punjab ^ Why have Hindus been 
depined of thoir aspiration to become friendly with Muhammadans and 
perjoim then duties as true repiesentatives of the people ’ 

The third point which I place before this House is this I ask 
have th'ese learned authors of the Report given anything to India, so tar 
as the privileges, rights and status of the Central Legislature are con- 
cerned 1 The answer would be “ No If you compare the privileges, 
the rights, the political status of the Legislative Assembly with those of 
the suggested Federal Assembly% you will come to this conclusion that 
IJndia has lost a great deal in that liehalf Ha\e you ever heard that 
a Member of a Provincial Council may be, at the same time, a Member 
of the Central Federation ? The birthright* of the constituents, who 
have been franchised and who have got the right to elect their 
representati\ es directly, has been violated and taken away from them 
At least as a student of constitutional law (my knowledge perhaps may 
be limited and I make this statement subject to correction), I cannot 
find this sort of principle m any system of law in the world — ^that a 
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representative in a Provincial Council can be, at the same time, a Member 
of the higher House and he alone has got the right to give a vote as such 
to another Member who is his comrade; and his associate in the same 
House It' means^that a Member of a Provincial Council can simultaneously 
be a Member ot the Central Federation It is just like the complainant 
constituting himself the judge to give his decision in his own case 
That IS not right That is not constitutionally correct There is 
anothei inherent detect in this Report, and I am sure this House will 
e 3 ^tend its sympathy to my view It is this There aie ten Members 
in a Provincial Council Very good They and they alone have got the 
right ot electing a Member for a higher House These ten gentlemen 
will eonstitutie a body of tnends A will help B, B will help C, and C 
uill help A, and so on There will be reciprocity And these ten men 
will be retained to the higher House in rotation A student of con- 
stitutional law will feel surpiised at the suggestions that have been made 
in this book, which is called the second \olume of the Simon CommLssion’s 
Repoit These recommendations, \\hen they are compared with the 
fundamental ])iiiieiples ol constitutional law, are bound to betray the 
serious mistakes ot the authors of the Report I submit these proposals 
smack of unsoundness 'Vfter having said some thing m passing about 
this 1 inav point out to this House that* there are a number of short- 
comings, cj number ot detects in the Report 1 admit there are some 
beauties too, but the numbei ol shortcomings or the number of defects 
IS gi eater and consequentlj , 1 rnav submit t'hat this Report is not such 
a report as mav successfullv induce this House to associate itself with 
the giant ot this full demand Theretoie I support the cut which has 
been proiio^tnl by my Ilonouiahle and learned friend, though I ma> say, 
at the same time% that I eongratnilate again the official Benches that they 
have scored a gieat point m getting tliese two important issues discussed 
togcthei With these lemarks, Sii, I thank >ou tor giving me an oppor- 
tunitv to s])eak on the motion 

Mr M A Jmnah Sii , for several reasons I thought I would take 
part m the debate as early as I could, provided I caught your eye I 
have been successful in catching jour eye and I am glad to have the 
opportunitv Now I am rcaUy \er\ sorry that the Treasury Benches 
(Honourable Members “ Louder please ”) should have encouraged the 
kind of procedure which hah been adopted m this House to-day Sir, 
they know perfectly well that if this House is to be called upon to 
expres.s any valuable opinion wuth regard to the Simon Commission, that 
cannot be done on a cut motion to a Demand of this character If 
you want to ascertain the definite oinniou of this House with regard to 
the recommendations of the Simon Commission, then the Government 
ought to have placed on the Table a Resolution saying “ This House 
recommends to the Governor General in Council that the recommenda- 
tions of the Simon Commission should be accepted by him And we 
would have met it in a proper wav Have you, the Government of 
India, accepted the recommendations of the Simon Commission ? Have 
you formulated your own opinions ^ Have you come to any decisions t 
And do von expect this House at this stage, or anv responsible men, to 
, express their opinion on a document of this character by way of a side 
issue ? And do vou not know that the Simon Commission is not the 
last word, according to the latest pronouncement made by His Excellency 

V b2 
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the Governor General only yesterday t And do you not know that yet 
the London Conference has got to take its decisions t Do you want us 
to discuss here the various Reports that have appeared ^throughout this 
country f Do you want us to discuss the various proposals that have 
appeared m this connection from various quarters, on a cut of this 
character t Do you expect us to give you a scheme of the future consti- 
tution of the Government ot India on this occasion ? What could be 
the object, Sir, of what I mav call the most improper procedure that 
has been encouraged by the Treasury Benches ? Sir, I only say this 
that if you force us, if you ask us to go to a division on this cut, there 
can be only one answer and only one answer so far as this side of the House 
IS concerned What is the cut ^ The cut is, that this Demand be* reduced 
by Ks 100, on what ground ? — on the ground of “ the inadc'ipiate and 
unsatisfactory suggestions and recommendations contained m Volume II 
of the Report of the Indian Statutory Commission and their probative 
value as a part of the mateiial to be discussed and considered by the 
coming Round Table Confeience ” Do jou want this House to support 
this cut or not ? {An Honourable Member “ No ”) You do not f 
(Home Horioiirable Membeis “ No, no ”) Are the Government going 
to say that they are satisfied, with the recommendations of the yimon 
Commission Are the Go\ernment going to say that tlie\ aie ade- 
tiuatc ? Ila\e }ou formed >our opinion ^ Sii, a more futile procedure 
could nevei have been adopted m this House (Hear, hear) for wasting the 
time of this House How tliat proceduie is going to be justified by the 
Government I will w^ait and see I am quite willing to anahse, to dissect 
and to examine in all its details the Report of the Simon (’onnnission at 
the proper place and on tin* proper occasion and I invite (to\ eminent 
to meet us there at the proper place and on the propei occasion if they 
want to support any of the recommendations of the Simon Commission 
Therefore I am obliged to sav this — and I appeal to ever\ elected Mem- 
ber on this side of the House to support me and decide that in the first 
instance tins cut must be suppoited, and let u> deelaie th.it the Simon 
("ommission recommendations aie not acceptable to us (Applause), 
and that we are not going to be side-tracked by the proceduie that is adopt- 
ed. Sir, I eliu only understand one reason for it, that some geniii's on the 
Treasury Benches probably thinks that this might display on the floor 
of this House a conflict and a clash between the two communities or 
between certain interests I appeal to Honourable Members on this side 
of the House — don’t you play into the hands of Government We are not 
going to show any kind of conflict or clash by this method (Hear, hear ) 
W© shall stand together, and we are all agreed that the Simon Commis- 
sion’s Report IS not acceptable to us and let us give our clear verdict 
to that effect 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh : It is untouchable 

Mr M A. Jinnah ; If that was not the reason, I wonder what are 
or could be the reasons which you can assign ^ The Simon Commission 
has already gamed a certain amount of notoriety Do you ivant to add 
more notoriety to it by putting it before this House and discussing it on the 
flqbr of this House ? Is that your am|?ition ? A very poor ambition 
if that 18 so Then what is the object ? Sir, 1 have said enough on that 
point. 
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Now coming to the subject proper, so far as that is concerned,, 
have all along taken the view — rightly or wrongly it yet remains to b 
seen — that we should participate m the London Conference I kno^ 
that there is a certain body of my countrymen who do not see eye t 
eye with me on that point Sir, I have considered all the pros and tb. 
cons I have considered all the arguments, and I have not been able t 
get over one argument at least and one reason which compels me, to-da, 
even, to say that; we should participate in the London Conference . am 
that one argument which 1 cannot get over and which compels me t* 
say this is this I am prepared to grant that the London Conferenc 
may break down The London Conference ma^ even shatter our hope 
and exiiectdtions But 1 cannot get o\er this argument that, if I do no 
go there and if I do not fight m3 case, in the justice and the iighteousnes 
of which I am con\inced, I shall not be doing my duty to my country 
and before the Bar of the voild opinion, and I shall not be doing 
dut\ to place mv case before that Conference and get from them 1 
detinite and decisi\(‘ ansn ('r as to what thev pro])Osed to do ^ I losi 
nothing b\ it and I commit nnself to nothing I hold strong conviction! 
based on facts and figures T am prepared to go there and face Ills Majes 
ty’s Go\ernnient If mv hojies arc not realised and if mv expectation 
are not fulfilled it is 0])en to me to adopt such course as I Tna3' thml 
proper in those circumstances Therefore, I do not wish to lose thii 
opportunit3 If I succeed m winning my case, I shall have rendered no 
only the greatest service to mv own people, but T think to Great Britair 
also, because von will have then a contented, happy and friendly India 
Sir, therefoi e, without going further into more details, I hold that 1 
must paiticipate 111 this Conference If that is the conclusion that 1 
hav e come to so far, then expenditure is necessary 

What does the Government \\ anf me to say on this point t I car 
onl3 sav" Yes, I am willing to vote for the necessary expenditure 
But on this subiect I am also (‘iititled to say to the Government this 
I know the difficulties that we have to face in choosing the representa 
tives on behalf of India to go to this Conference But, as I understand 
it the lepresentatives of India would be invited by IIis Maiesty’s Gov 
ernment That means that the ultimate choice would rest, theoretically, 
with His Majesty ’s Gov^ernment, but for all practical purposes it will 
rest upon the authorities in India, wffio wull probably recommend those 
men That procedure may not be the best, but under the circumstances 
it seems difficult to think of anv <»ther procedure But in regard to 
the making of this choice of the representatives of India, T want to im- 
press upon the Government to be careful and to see that they appoint 
or invite the true representatives of India who will command the con- 
fidence and trust and the respect of the people of India It is a most 
delicate task to perform and T want to give them as strong a Warning 
as I can to see that in that they play fair ’ ^ 

Then, Sir, there is one more point that I want to impress upon the 
Government, and it is this I read in the newspapers some time 
that the Government have alreadj’ provided the Secretariat staff for tn^ 
Indian representatives ^ho will be invited to the Round Table Con- 
ference 

Sir fieri ilingh Gour : It was announced by the Viceroy yesterday. 
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Mr. M A. Jinnah : Yes Well, I do not know why the Government 
are in a hurry to do this and make the choice that they have made I 
still ask the Government to reconsider that position First of all, let 
us know who are the representatives who are going to be invited 
Surely there is no need for this hot haste to burden us with these three 
members of the great and Heaven-born service, namely, the Indian Civil 
Service, before you ha\e even decided upon the choice of the represen- 
tatives Whom, do you think, these people will assist ^ The represen- 
tatives Surely, therefoie, you might wait until they come into existence 
You might wait until you have consulted them Sir, I fail to understand 
why they should sliovv this hot haste in announcing the names of the 
three members of the Indian (h\il Service Of course, I have nothing 
to say against them personallv I have nothing to sa> against my 
friends, Messrs Bajpai and Latifi and Sir Geoffrey Corbett as far as 
the personal aspect is concerned But why should there be this haste, 
and I do think that the Government might still considei their position 
with regard to this matter The position therefore that I take up Sir, 
IS this, that we must sufiport this cut having regard to the views that I 
have expressed and I must support the motion that this Demand be 
reduced by Rs 100 for the reasons specified and \ote the reduced de- 
mand 

hdian Mohammad Shah Nawaz : On a point of peisonal explanation, 
Sir The Honourable the Leader of the Independent Part> insinuates, in 
a ^way, that I have moved this cut at the instance of the Government 

Mr M. A Jinnah : I never vsuggested that 

Mian Mohammad Shah Nawaz * I am glad that the Honouiable 
Member has removed misapprehension I wish to assure you, Sir, I have 
moved this cut with the consmit of most of the Members of this House 

Dr. A Suhrawardy : He has assured you himself 

Mian Mohammad Shah Nawaz • I am awaie of the Honourable Mem- 
ber’s opinion, namely, that this cut should not be mo\ed in the House 
but the general desire, after consultation amongst the Members, vas 
that the Simon Commission’s Report should be discussed 

Mr. U N Sen : (Loud Applause) Sir, I crave the indulgence of 
the House to intervene in the debate for a few minutes, ns 1 feel that the 
motion now before us, espeeiallv aftei your ruling about the manner m 
which It IS to be discussed, is so vitally important that I should not be 
justified in giving a silent vote T will not follow mv friend, Mr Shah 
Nawaz, in dealing with some of the details of the Simon Commission’s 
Report, nor will I join issue v ith Mr Jinnah in urging on the House 
that the cut should be accepted I understand, Sir, that the question 
immediately before us is whether v e should send a delegation to London 
and whether the House should vote any money for it I find in the 
Standing Finance Committee’s Report page 23, full details have been 
given why this money is wanted and if any further details are neces- 
sary, I believe the Honourable the Finance Member will not withhold 
them from the House I confess I did not anticipate that on this ques- 
tion of sending a delegation to London there would not be a single dis- 
cordant note from any part of the House It is difficult to expect that 
on a momentous issue like this there should be, or there could be, an 
ldl)SOlute unanimity among all schools of thought The conflict of 
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interests is so great that any settlement, however finely balanced, is 
bound to catch some discontent in the rebound Sir, I did expect some 
angry protests from some quarters of the House That the recommenda- 
tions of the Simon Commission have created a deep resentment in the 
minds of Indians is but natural, because some of us hoped that the 
Report would herald the dawn of a new era, the vision of which we were 
fondly hugging in our bosoms That hope has receded away But, Sir, 
there is no reason to give up all hopes It is because I firmly believe 
that our delegation wull reopen the entire question of constitutional 
reforms in England and that the> will retrieve our fortunes in London, 
which Sir John Simon and his colleagues refused us, that I cordially 
support the motion which has bee * placed befoie the House by the 
Honourable the Finance Member 1 stiongly oppose the idea, which 
has been openly expressed in man> quarters, that we should boycott the 
London Conference Why ^ Because the Simon report has fallen short 
of our expectations ? No argument to my mind could be more fatuous. 
Let us, Sir, accept for a moment that it is no use our going to the Con- 
ference How does it improve our position ? The (Conference will be 
held, whether we like it or not The Conference will submit proposals 
to His Majesty \ Government, whethei we accept them or not, and those 
jiroposals will eventually be embodied in a Statute If men like Dr 
Sapru, Ml Jinnah, Mr Jayakar and Sir C P Ramasvvami Ayyar and a 
v\hole host of those eminent men who can speak with authority for us, 
vrho have got everv^ right to go to the Conference and present our e^se — 
if they keep awav from the Conference, do you realise what the ulti- 
mate result will be ^ Well, Sir, I shudder to think It will be fraught 
with the gravest consequences is all that I can say My own view is that 
whatever may be the shortcomings of the Simon Report, we ought to 
attack it at all points, if you like liiin it inside out, but for Heaven’s 
sake do not give a wrong lead to the country and say, “ Do not send re- 
presentatives , do not go to the Round Table Conference ” You will 
be courting an awful disaster if you do that Mr Jinnah is perfectly 
right when he sa>s that, w^hatevei happens, he will go to the Conference 
and present the case of his countrv I v\ill go further and say that he 
will perhaps present an ultimatum on our behalf May I, Sir, sound a 
note of warning m this connection ’ I know some of mj eoiintrjmen 
opposite will not agree with me — but all the same, the note of warning 
IS this do not tieat the Simon Repoit too lightly, nor try to throw it 
on the rubbish heap It is needless toi me to i emind the TTouse that the 
Report has been accepted as one of the most important State documents 
of recent times, and that everv Englishman—philosophor or statesman — 
has welcomed it as the best possible solution of onr constitutional 
problem We have not kccepted that view, but what is most important 
19 that we have to combat that view and produce a scheme, call it alter- 
native if you like which will be equally weighty, equally thorough and 
a masterpiece of human ingenuity Tlntil you do that, it is no use your 
croaking Down with the Report ” That the Simon Report is not the 
last word on the Indian constitutional reforms has been admitted by no 
less a person than His Excellency the Viceroy He said only yesterday, 
“ The Conference accordingly will be free to approach its task greatly 
assisted indeed, Aut with liberty unimpaired, by the Report of the 
Statutory Comimksion or by any other documents which will be before 
it Mark, Sir, His Excellency’s words No utterance could be more 
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reassuring than this I do not know how much His Excellency will ha^ 
to pay for this utterance, judged from the telegram which we got yeste 
day about Lord Birkenhead ’s effusions in the Daily Telegraph The Go 
ernment of India have been unjustly accused of many sms of commi 
Sion and omission in this respect, particularly for not pubbshing pr 
posals with regard to the Simon Report Personally I think when thei 
proposals are published, we will be satisfied that Lord Irwin’s Goveu 
nient have done their best May I, Sir, if I am in order, take this oppo 
tunity of paying my humble tribute to Lord Irwin himself for the i 
domitable courage he has shown throughout m dealing with this que 
tion ? I know of no Viceroy, since Ripon, who has been so unjust] 
and in so ungentlemanlv a manner attacked on all sides, the wor 
attacks being from his own political friends in England No politici£ 
within recent meinor\ has suffered so much anguish of heart for h 
political convictions This is perhaps the fate of all great pioneers, ar 
as a true and great pioneer, Lord Irwin has put his hands to the plough ai 
will not look back until he reaches the end of the furrow lie know 
if any one knows, that much rough ground has to be broken before oi 
can plant on the soil, hut posterity will bless his name when the who 
land IS fructified and they come to live under the cool of the blossom 
I believe, Sir, this is not the time nor the place to discuss the Simc 
Report in all its bearings, but there are two questions to which, wul 
your permission, I should like to refer First is the question of defeu 
which greatlv puzzled the Members of the Commission I for mvsei 
would support their proposals for defence of this countrv, if evervthir 
else IS given to us Secondly, the communal question This is one of tl 
most complex problems which has defied solution I would appeal to n 
Hindu countrymen carefully t<> examine the Muslim point of view an 
not to deny them what is their legitimate due That great communil 
has been in the background for decades, and it is time that we and th( 
should now^ walk hand m hand to that common destinj w^hich is tl 
heritage of both 


Sir, before I conclude, I should like to make one personal appej 
to Government about a very delicate matter and it is this, that tl 
struggle in the coulniry has gone on for a long time, much to its detr 
ment and ordered progress It is time that Go\ eminent should gr 
clear indications on what conditions they would be wuUing that negoti 
tions should open with Congress Leaders so that the movement migl 
cease and they will be invited to the London Conference I personally fe 
that, with the Congress Leaders in jail, their having no opportunity 
participate in the framing of the constitution, no scheme, however pe 
feet, will have a chance of success I, therefore, beg of the Governme 
to explore all the avenues of a settlement, lasting and honourable to bot 
I feel, Sir, at no period of her history, England was in such a strong ai 
proud position as she is to-day, and if the British Gjtfernment to-dfi 
goes out of its way to treat its enemy generously, it wil®ot be put dow 
either to lack of strength or abje&t surrender of autnonty* It is I 
generous recognition of India’s aspirations that England can alone lie 
us to realise our hopes which still roll in the dim distance (Cheers ) 
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The Honourable Sir George Behuster : Sir, I ri«e to intervene m thie 
debate to make a very few remarks only and those of 
^ ^ a technical nature I, Sir, am responsible for the 

Ibotion in regard to which this cut has been moved, and although we 
have been discussing matters which aic, oi are going to be of very great 
constitutional importance, I also think it is important that we should 
consider the procedure of the House and take account of what prece- 
dents may be created by a debate of this kind 

I should like to sa^ tit the outHt that T am very grateful to my 
Honourable fiiend Mr Juinah for a part of his speech I venture to 
say that he has i (‘stored this (h‘bate to its ])ro])er channel and that his 
speech was entirely relevant At the same time T am sure he will not 
quarrel with me if I dissent from the interpretation which he has put 
on the (Government’s motives Sir, he has flattered Government We 
are not capable of such ingenuity as he has attributed to ua 
(Laughter ) 

I should like to remind the House of w hat the business is before 
us to-dav and what the position ot Governmeiit is We desire that this 
Round Table Conference should be held, The holding of the Round 
Table Conference is going to cost money We therefore have to come 
before the House with a supplementary Demand for the necessary ex- 
penditure Now at the very outset a first point of older must arise It 
has been held in the past — and you yourself, Sir, referred to that ruling 
—that m the case of a supplementary Demand questions of policy should 
not be discussed But if you go behind that ruling and examine the 
cases m which that ruling has been given you will find that the reason 
for it IS this It* has been held that, where the l)emand is a mere 
supplementary Demand for additional expenditure and is supplementary 
to a grant which has alieadv iKsm qiproved in the Budget the occasion 
of the presentation of the Budget is the proper time on vt^hich to raise 
discussions of policy in connection with that grant. But in the ‘present 
case we aie coming before the House with a Demand ioi a seivice which 
was not in < ontemplation at the tune wlnm tlie Budget was put for- 
ward, or rather a service for which we could not put forward proposals 
at that time And that being so, I think it is obviously right that this 
IIOLISP should have an op[)Oitunity of debating the jioliev on which that 
pant IS proposed and it would not be right to rely on the ruling which 
has been given m luevious eas(‘s that questions of policy should be ex- 
cluded from discussions on supplementary votes 

Having arrived at that ('ondusion we come to a second possible 
question of a point of order It has been agreed on all sides that in 
divcnssing this Demand, it would be impossible to exclude all reference 
to the Statutory Commission’s Report 


Mr M A. Jinnah : I do not agree with that. 

, , , the flonourable Sir George Schuster : Perhaps if mv nonourable 
^lend wiU allow me to continue I might make the pomt which w in 

k my, mind clear. I thought it had been agreed on aU aides that it would 
Wnposaible to exclude all reference to the Statutory Commission ’• 

^ I my Honourable 

friend Mr Jinnah does not accept that point of view But the ivay in 
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which we have looked at the matter is this When we come to this 
House and ask for a vote of money for this purpose, it is open to any 
Member to oppose that vote outright, or, if he does not desire to go ‘so 
far as that, to make clear the conditions on which he gives his favour- 
able vote for this grant And it seems to me that it is at that point 
that it IS almost impossible to exclude some reference to the Statutory 
^Commiftsion ’s fieport An> Honourable Member may say to himself, 
If I give my support to this vote, it is possible that I may be taken 
as approving of the Conference which is going to discuss the Statutory 
Commission’s Report, and that in doing so theie may be some implica- 
tion that I approve also of the conclusions which have been reached m 
that Report ” J think th.it is a logical line ot thought, and to an> one 
who takes that line oi thought it is \ei> dilhcult, in speaking on this 
motion, to exclude all leference to the Statutory Commission’s Report 
But I venture to suggest, Sir, that that opens only a very limited field 
for the discussion of that Report, and T venture also to suggest that, 
in the further conduct of the debate, that limitation might be kept in 
Mew T think it is an arguable point it one takes that view w^hether 
a speech on the mam motion would not be the appropriate occasion to 
make clear those conditions which might be present, as I have suggested, 
in any Honourable Member’s mind in recording his vote m favour of 
this grant, and whether it is really appropriate to move a cut of the 
kind which is now before the House I think it would have been open 
to any Ilonouiahle Membci to raise a {mint of order that a cut ot this 
kind on a motion for a supplementary Demand is not in order ; but as 
the nature of the discussion which would be produced is exactly the 
same in either case, it seems to me that the point of order would not have 
had very much substance The resmlt, T \enture to ^ibmit, is the same, 
narnrl;y, that in either case a reference to the Statutory Commission’s 
Report IS only relevant for the purpose of enabling any Honourable 
Member who wishes to express a view on the motion to make clear 
what are the conditions on w^hich he gives his approval to the vote, 
or what are the reasons for w'hich he washes to record his disappro\al 

Mr M. A Jinnah : The motion before the House does not contain 
any conditions at all on w^hich he is willing to accede to the Demand 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster. What I was \entuiing to 
submit to the House is that it is a reasonable line for any Honourable 
Member to take 

Mr M A. Jinnedi : That is not before us 

Mr President : I think that, according to the ruling which I have 
gnen last, observations upon the Simon Commission’s Report will be 
restricted to general observations and no lengthy discussion on this 
point IS required now. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I venture to say that I agree 
entirely wath that ruling The object of my own intervention was only 
to make it clear that we have come before the House asking for a 
sum of money , that that is the reason why this subject has come up ; 
and that there is no intention on the piart of Government either to 
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suggest a premature discussion or to promote dissension on the other 
Bide, or to do anything but to put before the House business which 
has to be put before it and to allow any Honourable Member who wishes 
to make his position clear and record his opinion on the proposal, to do 
so AMlhout unreasonable opposition oi hindrance on the Government 
side 

Sir 0 P Bajuaswami Ayyar Mr. President, the remarks that hare 

fallen from the last speaker have to a certain extent simplified the pio- 
cediiie which 1 had from the first intended to adopt, for, indeed the 
motion and the cut have produced a kind of dilemma in the minds of 
those who are faced with the problem now before the House Like the 
Honourable Member, Mr Jinnah, I am one of those who hold, and hold 
very stiongl^, that participation by India in the Round Table Conference 
IS fraught with benefit to India and cannot be harmful to the interests of 
India It IS 1 eedless to dilate upon the point, and I should have con- 
fined rn^^self just to a woid oi tvNo on that topic but loi the undeniable 
fact that tiitic is a gieat deal of misunderstanding and mn>appiehension 
in the countrj', v\hich I feel it to be my duty to deal with and if possible 
oh V late 

Sii, the (pipstion has been piO])ounded as to the benefits to be 
denvcd from India’s participation in the Round Table Conference, and 
enciiiHies lia\e been made as to what those w^ho seek to go to that Con- 
ferenee stand 1o achieve bv the procedure which they jiropose to follow 
It IS pointed out that the Press and public men of England aie almost 
in serried array, united in hostility to our ideals and aims and vehement m 
thei expression of their points of view lieference is made to the 
utterances emanating from that verv talented but equally irrepressible 
person in the upper House, Lord Birkenhead and to very recent statements 
like thoM of Lord Brentford and others The latter noble lord has stated 
that it would be a calamitous day if anv thing were discussed beyond the 
four cornels ot* the Simon (’ommission’s Report, and that the progiamme — 

I hope I am not paraphrasing him inadequately or incorrectly — before the 
Ttimnd Table Conference should be mainly the consideration and dis- 
cussion of that Repoit The (juestion therefore has been raised, if that 
IS the outlook and the attitude of important interests and men in England, 
as to whether anv thing v^ould be gained by going there and participating 
in the Hound Tabl*' C'onfeience ]\I\ all^W'er is, it is just because of these 
factors, that India stands to gam and not to lose by participating in it He 
would be a poor advocate who, because a jury is misapprehending his eaw 
or because the judge starts with a preconceived opinion against the jus- 
tice of his case, would not press and fight his cause I hold that the 
strength and justice of our case is so great that I am not afraid of any 
tribunal of impartial and fair-minded men 

An Honourable Member ; Are they impartial and fair-minded 1 
Tou are mistaken 

Sir C P Ramaswami Ayyar . 1 still believe, notwithstanding the 
mterruption, that England is not so bankrupt of fair-mindedness that 
that it would be no use our going there I shall wait and pause till the 
conclusion of the Round Table Conference before I arrive at that decision 
if T have to 

An Honourable Member ; Then you will be disillusioned. 
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Sir G P Baxnaswami Ayyar : It is stated that I shall be disillusioned. 
I am free to be disillusioned, but each man has his pei^iod of disiUusion- 
rnent To some it comes early and to some perhaps it comes later, and 
I shall be blameworthy perhaps if the disillusionment comes, but I am 
perfectly ^\Illlng to stand the test of disillusionment I was saying, 
before interruption, that it is just because there is such massed opinion 
how expressing there through journals and newspapers and public 

men, that I and men of my \say of thinking want to present our case to 
them, for 1 still belie\e in persuasion through reasoned digument In a 
speech sui charged with emotion, which really laised the level ot the whole 
matter to a very great height, Lord Irwin yesterdaj' referred to many 
matters , but in regard to one matter I feel really grateful to him and 
men of my party, the Liberals, will join with me in this It has been said 
here and there that the Simon Commission’s Report would not be the 
last word on the subject , but I think an authoritatne declaration 
emanating from the head of the Government of India that the Siinon 
Commission’s Rejiort would be only one of the materials to be discussed 
in the Round Table (’onference, and that it holds no higher and no 
difterjcnt position tiom the Nehru Report or the demands of the MuTiam- 
madans, or the demands ot the Sikhs, or of any other interests concerned, 
18 a great thing I hold that implicit in the declaration of the Viccioy 
w'as the suggestion and the admission that the Round Table Conference 
could and would consider the Simon Commission’s Report as only one of 
the materials before it for decision That is a great contiibution which, 
I think, has been made If it had been otherwise, it we had to consider, 
at the London Conference, the 8 imon Commission’s Repoit as the primary 
or the onh rnatei lal, mv attitude and the attitude of those w^ho think 
wiih me and iin part\ would have been different Hut having regaid 
to the conditions under which the Round Table Conference is meeting, 
having regard moreover to the explicit declaration that has been made 
that It IS onlv one of the materials, I foi one see no harm but great benefit 
by participation 

Sir, I shall take some time more 

Mr President • Go on 

Sir C. P, Ramaawami Ayyar : Now Sii the main topic to w mch 
I desire to address myself is the one partlv alreadv adverted to by my 
Honourable friend, Mr Jinnah Agreed as many of ns are that the 
Round Table Conference is a means of achieving, if we can possibly 
achieve, that agreement amongst ourselves which will compel Parliament 
to accede to our demands, feeling like that, we still feel that the Round 
Table Conference cannot achieve that success which it ought to attain 
unless it IS fully and wholly representative There is no disposition on 
the part of any one to minimise the importance of any individual or party 
m this House or outside it But can it be gainsaid that there are im- 
poitant organisations and men whose participation and co-operation in 
that (’onfeience would lend greater weight to that Conference and add 
to it‘‘ representative character 1 Why do I say that ? I say that because 
I f(‘el it to be my duty to urge upon the Government to leave no stone 
unturned and to explore all av'enues by which the co-operation of those 
elements which are now keeping aloof may be effectively secured Sir, on 
these occasions no notions of prestige or amour-propre should hinder one 
party or the other As has been indicated in a statement published very 
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recently, the Congress Party, which has embarked upon a programme with 
\vhieh manj of us piofoundly disagree has expressed its inability or dis- 
inclination to join the Round Table Conference Is it too late on the jpart 
of men m this House or outside to appeal to the Congress Party to think 
twice before they lose this opportunity of demonstrating the strength of 
theif case in London 1 Is it too late to appeal to them to give up thia 
programme which, at the best, can only amount to an exhibition of strength 
and which is essentially negative m character 1 They have exhibited 
their strengtli , they have shown that the country is to a certain extent 
behind them , and having clone that, let them pause and let them come to 
this Conference and pro\e by argument what they are now trying to 
pro^c otiieiwise — some of us thiiik- calamitouslv ptherwHc 

But, Sir, the a])peal cannot ho one-sided The appeal is similarly to 
Government also to reflect if it is worth while creating that s]uiit ot bitter- 
ness and nniest whose lesults are not transitory The liitterness will 
last for^ a long while aftei these particular events are forgotten It is 
necessary therefore to get rid of that bitterness and the olive branch 
should be iicdd out , and it is m the hope and expectation that both parties 
will come together, each yielding so much as is necessary to make them 
co-operate in a great venture — it is in that spirit that 1 make Ihis appeal 

And, Sir, if every individual goes to the Round Table (Conference in 
his re]iresentative capacity, and e\cn assuming that all the communities 
in India and all the great movements are represented theie, the task is 
still b\ no ni(‘ans easv We have been handicapped — T say that deliheiate- 
h — bv the Indian Statutory Commission’s Report Even if it is one 
of the materials to bo considered bv the Round Table Conference, there 
ai e many points in tliat Repoit which are grievously faulty And why 
do 1 sa\ so ^ It is their outlook, the attitude with which the (Commission 
w'orked with which we quarrel, and tins is most apjiaient in two or three 
matters Take, for instance, the question of the Armv No nation can 
be s<*lf-cro\ci uing unless it can defend itself In theory it is admitted 
b\ the Simon ( 'onimissioii Tf the Simon Commission, having made it 
appaicnt Unit tci the time being the responsibility of defence cannot be 
gnen u]) bv the Imperial Go\ernment, had proceeded to define the steps 
b\ w'huh a Dominion arm\ might be created gradually ]iei]iaps hut in- 
eMtabl> to leplace the other army at the end ot a specified ]K‘riod of time, 
one would ha\c had no seiious quariel with the Simon Commission, but 
tliere is no attempt be\ond vague phrases, there is no scheme to create OT 
bring into existence an army, a Dominion army which, not now^, not to- 
moirow or the day after but in course ot time, may replace the other Un- 
less that idea is immanent in the Commission, the Commission does not 
think in lealitj of Dominion Go\ernment or Dominion Status wdiatevor 
phrases may be employed It is because of that outlook, and of that 
attitude, that manv of us feel that the task has been approached in a 
wrong-headed and perverse manner and that the Report is not really 
woith serious f* msideration 

Similarly, Sir, with regard to the Indian States, beyond vague 
phrases, beyond catchwards, beyond inchoate suggestions of a Council of 
greater India, beyond suggesting that, when the willingness to co-operate 
begins, — there might be a federation in the course of an indefinite number 
of years, — there is nothing said in the Report 
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So also in regard to the Central Legislature With regard to it, one 
could have understood a well defined scheme for a federal legislature, 
where the provinces are represented, but that federation must be a live 
federation, where it has as its climax and as its summit full responsibility 
Wlial IS the meaning of a half-baked theory regarding a partially lespon- 
sible or wholly irresponsible Central Legislature with only this particular 
feature of a federal constitution borrowed from other systems 

With regard to the Provincial Governments, in one place they say 
that they believe that law and order would very likely be in the hands of 
officials, who with elected members are to form a queeih constituted 
cabinet That is an attitude of mind which we cannot appreciate, not- 
withstanding the eminence of the Chairman as a constitutional lawyer and 
a debater, and notwithstanding the very estimable qualities of the other 
members The scheme of provincial Government propounded by the 
Commission is not reall^ anything like true responsible Government 
This is an attitude of mind, which is calamitous, according to us, to the 
highest interests of India We theiefore think that, if the Simon Com- 
mission Report was the mam or the chief material which had to be tested 
and examined by the Round Table Conference, one would have had very 
seiious doubts in regard to the (^'onference It is because of the declara- 
tion made by an honest and sincere friend of India that this Report would 
only be one of the elements of consideration, that other materials would 
also be considered, and that efforts would be made to bring about a re- 
presentative Round Table (conference, that I for one support the Rounrl 
Table Conference whole-heartedly Supporting it, what is my duty on 
this occasion ? I join with my friend Mr Jinnah in thmkiiier that it 
v\ould have been much better if we had not discussed this ]iarticular cut 
As matters stand at pieseut, what are we voting upon ? We are voting 
ii})on a cut moved hy Mr Shah Nawaz with regard to the inadequate and 
unsatisfactory suggestions and recommendations contained in Volume II 
of the Indian Statutory Commission 

Mr. President . I would like to know how long the Honourable 
Member would take 

Sir 0. P Ramaswamy Ayyar : Ten minutes, 8ir 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the 
Clock 


Tlie Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clock, 
Mr President in the Chair 


ELECTION OF THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT 

Mr, President : In accordance with the provisions of sub-order (3) 
of Standing Order 5 of the Legislative Assembly Standing Orders, I have 
to announce that I have received 15 notices duly signed nominating the 
following four candidates for election as Deputy President, vtz , 

1 Sir Han Singh Gour, 

2 Rao Bahadur M C Rajah, 
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3 Lieutenant-Colonel H A J Gidney, and 


4. Sardar Gulab Singh 

The names of the pioposers and seconders are as follows 
For Sir Hart Stngh Gour — 

/Saidar Gulah Singh 


Pi oposers — 


Se(onders- 


Rao Bahddiii D li Fatil. 

Mr jNI U Ja\akar 
Pandit Chum Lai 
Ml C S Hanga l.>er 
^Mr B Das 

'Ml Saiadmdu ^Mukerjee 
Lao Sahil) Ihibmao Kamji Patil 
Ml L<d Naicndia Piatap Sahi 

I Mi M K Piui 
Uai Hahatlur Lala Panna Lai 


\Mr P Chow dry 
For Eao Bahadui M C Itajah — 

/x\li A II Gliuznavi 


Proposers — 


Seconders- 


I Sauldi Hahadiu Captain Ilira Singh Biai 
Dr A Suhraw^ardy 
IMi R S Saima 
Mr G Saoothdin Rao 
Mr Abdul Latit Saheb Farookhi 


Maulvi Sa>>id Murtuza Saheb Bahadur 
Mr Adit Prasad Singh 
Mr W M Ilahibaksh Bhuto. 


Haji Chaudhury Mohammad Ismail Khan 
Mr B N. Misra 


\Pandit B P Bhattacharya 

Poi Lteutenant -Colonel H. A J. Otdney — 

Proposci — Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum. 
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Seconclet — Mr A H Ghuznavi 

Fot Sarclar Gulah Singh — 

Proposer — Mr Amar Nath Dutt 
Seconder — Mr Rag'hiiber Singh 

I ha\e received two turther nomination papers m which the proposer 
in the first one is Raja Ghaznafar Ah Khan and the seconder Dr L K 
Hyder, the proposer and secoinler of the other noiAination paper being 
Maulvi Mohammad Shafee Daoodi and Mr Amai Nath Dutt respectively 
As the name of the candidate proposed has not been mentioned in either 
of these nomination papers 1 must hold that they are invalid 

As I announced \(‘stHdav, the election of the Deputy Presnlcnt wrill 
take place tomorrow^ b> ballot at 11 o’clock 


DEMANDS FOR SFPPLEMENTARY GRANTS 

;MiSCEI LANLOUS 

Inudeeiuafr and I nsaiisfadot y Suggestions and R((oninundaiwns of the 
Indian Statutory Commission 

Sir 0. P Ramaswami Ayyar Mr President, wh^n tlie House adjourn- 
ed for lunch, 1 w^as attempting to discuss the motion or cut w liicli is now 
engaging the attention ot the House One thing 1 mav sav wuth reference 
to this question of the Report of the Indian Statutoiv Gomnnssion, and 
that is this, that it has produced a singular unanimity ot ojunion as the 
result of its labours Although there have been ditfeiences — and pro- 
nounced differences — as to the details, yet 1 do not think I am exaggerat- 
ing w^hen I say that there is a great amount of agreement thioiighout the 
countiy as to the Report itself, as to the objective of the Report and where 
It takes us Sir, it is mv ter\ent hope that this unanimitv will be imple- 
mented by further unanimity between to-day and the summoning of the 
Round Table Gonference, so that the delegates who go to the Round Table 
Conftronci' will confer among them^el\es betoie they -go and airue at that 
concord which w’ould make their united demand iriesistible in Hondon 
I am also anxious that the course of this debate should also, it possible, 
present a similar unanimity 1 can understand a straight \ote either in 
favour of oi against the Round Table Conference , but the discussion as 
it has been proceeding and is likely to proceed on these token motions for 
cuts itfc^y conceiably produce needless divergences m detail, harmful 
perl^ps'to the best interests of the countrj^ When it is considered, more- 
over, that on this occasion, as has been pointed out by more than one 
sjieaker, it is unnecessary, if not futile, to discuss these different 'points of 
view, IS it too much to ask the Honourable the Mo\er, whom I do not see in 
hiS place {An Honoiuahle Member He is there ), the Honourable the 
Mover of this token motion not to press that 
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Blian Mohammad Shah Nawaz . What does the Honourable Membe; 
say ^ {An Honourable Membei “ Not to press the motion ) I am not 
bound by your opinion, but by the opinion of the Leaders of Parties The 
Honourable Member should consult his Leader Then he will find out where 
Ue stands 

Sir C. P Eamaswami Aiyar : Sir, it would be arrogance on my part 
to suggest that that Honourable Member or any other Honourable Member 
IS bound by the opinion of another Honourable ^lember, but it would not 
be piesumptuous or airogant to suggest that that Honourable Member is 
susceptible to an appeal What 1 was saying was this It a stiaight vote 
were taken, I could understand those voting against the Round Table 
Conference, w'ho are con\mced that in essence it is wiong and mischievous 
to take part m that Conference, forcing a direct issue on the House, but to 
start cl discussion on the Simon Commission’s lecommendations is, I submit, 
in reality, — though I do not say that m any spirit of disparagement or of 
any ill-natured comment — to draw a red herring across the trail That was 
what was in the mind of my Honourable friend Mr Jinnah w^hen he made 
those remarks 

As, apparently, this discussion is going along pre-determmed lines, 
let me conclude my remarks wuth .pist a few' observations I support the 
Round Table Conference, because I am a b?!iever in the irresistibleness 
of a great and true idea 1 belie\e that the ideal and the idea of Dominion 
Status for India is such a great and tiiie idea I believe that that idea is 
bound to succeed, is bound to have its own way before any tribunal, pro- 
vided that tribunal will exercise ordinary fairness I have not lost my 
belief in the possibility of having such a fair and impartial tribunal , at 
all events, I am not going to pre-judge the tribunal before T have appeared 
before it It is in that spirit that T am supporting the Round Table Con- 
ference, and I trust that those v\ho are standing aloof from it will also 
realise that not to go there is reallv to disbelieve in the strength of their 
case From that point of view, I again repeat the appeal w'hich I made 
before lunch that it should be possible for the Government and the great 
parties to come together in peace and concord and to arrive at a modus 
Vivendi by which the organised and one-pointed opinion of India can force 
itself upon public opinion and the bar of world opinion, so that the legiti- 
mate and the united demands of India may be met and satisfied In that 
way lies the happiness of India In that way lies the future ''happiness 
of Great Britain The thinking minds in both countries, notwithstanding 
temporary obfuscations and temporary disagreements, must realise that 
In conflict there is danger , in union there is strength Let us m that 
spirit work so as to make this Conference the foundation stone of that 
^eat edifice of Dominion Status — not a far-off ideal, but an immediate 
ideal for which many of us are working and yearning (Applause ) 

Mr. B, N. Misra (Orissa Division Non-Muhammadan) * As this i« 
a Demand for the Round Table Conference, I believe, this House is entitled 
to know whether it would consist of the representatives of British India 
alone We have already seen in the newspapers that there will be twelve 
members from the Indian States and the States’ people Sir, up till now, 
m the annals of British history, there has been no occasion when the Indian 
States, or their people, joined the British Indian Administration or the 
LSCPB(LA) 
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British Indian people Sir, when the Princes^ Protection Bill came before 
this House, it was thrown out because it was said that we had nothing to 
do Avith the Indian States’ administration, nor had the Indian States any- 
thing to do with the British Indian administration We were told all ♦ 
along that we were separate and that the British Indian people have 
nothing to do with States, w^hich have nothing to do Avith us The States 
have not advanced in education to the same extent as we have advanced 
in the British territories With the greatest respect to the States and their 
Rulers, they have never been accustomed to the same system of administra- 
tion and education as we enjoy in the British portion With due respect 
to the Rulers and Princes, although they enjoy vast territories and posses- 
sions, T must say these are the very cause of the miserj^ of the Rulers 
Probably they do not enjoy the same freedom as we ordinarily enjoy 

Mr President : Order, order The Honourable Member cannot go 
into the internal administration ot the Indian States 

Mr. B. N Misra I wuis only pointing out that they have not ad\ane- 
ed to the same extent <i‘' we ha\e Probably it will be difficult for them 
to appreciate the position m British India They ha\e ne\er taken ^ny 
interest in the progress of the British Indian people So it will be \ery 
difficult for the Rulers of the States or their peojiles to join with the Biitish 
Indian people in their aspirations and in their demand for self-government 
Therefore, I submit, that they will not be pioper associates with the 
British Indian people in their demand I have some doubts and mis- 
givings about their coming for the first time to join wuth us in the Round 
Table Conference It is probably to frustrate the demands of the British 
Indians that this scheme has been devised 

Then, Sir, so much has been said about the Simon Commission’s 
Report In spite of all that has been said about the much maligned Com- 
missioners, I must saj' that we have talked only of what they have not 
given The Honourable Members on the Treasury Benches have not 
thought of giving effect to their recommendations I refer to their recom- 
mendations in respect of the Oriya-speakmg people In their Report, on 
page 312 of the second volume, they have stated that, as regards provincial 
areas, the question whether some redistribution is desirable should at once 
be taken up, and they mention that the case of Sind and the Oriya-speakmg 
people will be the first to be considered Mv submission is this Whatever 
may come out — w^e all assume that some golden egg will come out as a 
result of the Round Table Conference deliberations — be it Dominion 
Status or be it Autonomy — it will be of no use to the Oriva-speakmg 
peoples We are in a minority in four provinces This House is verv 
Ivcen and the Indian Government is also very keen and very anxious about 
the interests of the minority communities We are a minority What 
lias been done for us m spite of so many declarations ? Sir, Lord Curzon’s 
Government m 1903 made a declaration that the Onya-speakmg tracts 
should be joined in one province , also from the Montagu-Chelmsford 
Report we got something in 1917 They said that a new province should 
be formed at an early date The Simon Commission recommended that 
it should be done at once We, Indians, are not very familiar with the 
meaning of English w^ords and expressions According to the Britisher, 
does early date me^n 20 years or 30 years or 100 years T We have learnt 
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to l)elieve that at once means at once, not 100 years or 10 years or a month 
Honourable Members on the Treasury Benches have not taken any action 
in tiffi matter They have not brought forward any proposal for the forma- 
tion of an Onya province at once Whatever may be the reforms or 
the new constitution of the Local Governments or the Central Govern* 
ment, in any case they will be of no use to the Oriyas, unless the formation 
of a new province is taken up at once. Sir, the Treasury Benches ought 
to realise that the Simon Commission should not form the basis or the only 
basis in considering the interests of ever> class and community in the 
country As regards other matters His Excellency has very kindly 
announced that the Conference will be free to consider any matter The 
only objection is that we should bo asked to mix wuth the Rulers of the 
States It IS left to them to toilow our system or not My point is that 
the question should f^ist be decided for British India alone Let other 
people come in or not, as they like 

Dr Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Division Mu- 
hammadan Rural) I sent a direct motion recommending to the Governor 
General in Council that he may communicate to the Secretary of State for 
India that the Simon Report is not acceptable to this House , but un- 
fortunately during the last 12 years when I have been in different Councils, 
T have never had good luck at the ballot This time also a colleague of mine 
who also sent in a similar motion drew it, but drew it at the fourth place 
on the last day, that practically meant that the debate would probably never 
come off Consequently I had to enter by the back door and I sent m a 
cut to the motion ^^lch ls nov undei discussion, but it was agreed between 
us that I should not mo\e it but should simply support the cut now moved 
by my Honourable friend, I\Ir Shah Nawmz I admit that there are 
some persons who ihaintain that the Simon Commission's Report is a back 
number , it is useless to vaste time over it I hold a somewhat different 
opinion, and I ^say that the Report is here {An Honourable Member j 
Burn it ) How can I burn it ? I paid for this Report (Laughter ) 
Therefore, I have a right to express my opinion even if it may not be worth 
the paper on which the Report is printed 

Mr Gaya Prasad Smgh Perform its funeral ceremony 

Dr Ziauddin Ahmad Persons who practically do not acknowledge 
the Repoit at all remind me ot a story, which is not a story but a fact 
which happened in my presence One gentleman went to the police officer 
of a town in Germany to get permission to go out, as according to their 
rale everv hona fide German must inform the police if he leaves the town 
for more than a fortnight The policeman said, “ My friend, how can you 
leave the towm ? You are not yet boin , your name is not in my book" I 
cannot issue permission because vou do not exist ’’ Now*, Sir, I wash to 
express my dissatisfaction vMth the Simon Commission's Report, both from 
the point of a view of an Indian and from the point of view also of a 
!MussaIman T must say that the Report is disappointing It \b unimagi- 
native, uninspiring and unsympathetic One can see the contrast between 
the first volume and the second volume There the thoughts are different, 
the language is different and the sentiments are different^ and it leaves the 
impression on the mind of readers that the second volume is not written 
in such a masterly manner as the first volume and I am led to suspect that 
Sir John Simon, under official and professional pressure of work, may have 
asked some junior to write the second volume for him 
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Mr. B Das • How do you know that Sir John wrote the first volume ♦ 

Dr Ziauddin Ahmad It is only a presumption, Sir. There has been 
a ^ood deal of talk amon^?st persons who derive their inspiration from 
Government, about Dominion Status Those persons believed that the 
best way of pleasme: officials was to demand “ Dominion Status ” They 
are also disappointed because the words “ Dominion Status do not occur 
in the second volume at all I looked for these Words very carefully but 
I find that they do not occur anywhere 

An Honourable Member They were intentionally omitted 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad I do not find the words anywhere, and shall 
be glad to stand corrected if there be any 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qai3rum You are quite correct 

Dr Ziauddin Ahmad ^ Sir, m the first place I draw attention to the 
question of the Frontier Province, and this for two reasons, because, 
( 1 ) the present disturbances which are going on may lead to complications 
not only m that province but all over India, and (2) they may also affect 
our frontier poliev Therefore, Sir, if you will excuse me, I should like 
to go in some detail into this frontier province question 

Mr. President I am afraid I cannot allow the Honourable Member 
to go into details, after all that has been said this morning 

Dr Ziauddin Ahmad Then will there ever be a chance some other 
day to bring up the subject ? 0 

An Honourable Member Never, in the near future 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum Leave out the word ‘ detail ’ 
and you will be all right (Laughter ) 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad Sir, we all know that the Frontier Province 
once formed part of the Punjab and then it was separated I may quote 
from Lord Curzon’s despatch to the Secretary of State and that was 
practically the keynote of the separation 

Mr President * I am afraid I shall not be able to allow the Honour- 
able Member to go on like that He will have to restrict his speech to the 
Demand 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad I shall come only to the broad observations 
about the Frontier Province and shall leave out the details for some fur- 
ther discussion That province was denied the Morley-Minto reforms , 
they were ignored in the Montagu*Chelmsford reforms The Bray Com- 
mittee was the first body which seriously discussed this question 
Now that Report was published a few years back, and had action been 
taken on that Report immediately, then all the occurrences which happen- 
ed during the last few months would have been avoided 

Mr. President Now from the Simon Commission’s Report you are 
driving to the Bray Committee’s Report. 1 think I cannot allow that 

Dr Ziauddin Ahmad The Bray Report is rather important because 
the Simon Commission endorsed the recommendations of that Committee 

An Honourable Member . The Simon Commission refer to the Bray 
Report 
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Dr. Ziauddm Ahmad The Simon Commission say that they entirely 
agree with the Bray Committee ’s Report, but when they come to the actual 
recommendations they do not go even so far as the Bray Committee did 
The latter recommended sixty per cept of the elected members in the 
Council, while Sir John Simon \ Report reduced the number from 60 to 
50 The Bray Committee recommended a Minister There is no talk of 
a Minister in the Simon Commission’s Report So it appears that they 
have not gone even so far as the recommendations of the Committee ap- 
pointed previously which they have endorsed in words but not m practice 

Now allied to the Frontier Pro\ince question is really the question of 
the frontier policy Now we all know^ that there are three policies, that is, 
the forward policy, the stationary or stav-on policy and the backw^ard policy, 
and we expected that Sir John Simon’s Commission w^oiild discuss these 
policies and would definitely pronounce judgment in favour of one or the 
other But reading between the lines, T have a strong suspicion that they 
are really m favour of the forward policy Now this is an important ques- 
tion, and w'henever Government contemplate a change in policy, 
it IS \eiy desirable that this Assembly should be given a chance 
to discuss it This will establish good relations between the 
Kxecutne and the Legislature Now the forward policy was ad- 
\ ocated by Lord Roberts in the famous debate in the House 
of Lords in 1898 and it was also accepted by the then Under Secretary of 
State, Lord Onslow, and also it was advocated afterwards officially by the 
Secretary of State for India, Lord George Hamilton in 1901 , and I have 
not seen any kind of official negation of this forward policy 1 expected 
that this particular policy at least would be discussed by the Simon Com- 
niission and that they would recommend India not to adopt the forward 
policy, but to remain at the Durand line I think those wffio go to the 
Round Table Conference should clearly define the limits of British India, 
and tell us wffiat our commitments are, and to what extent we are 
bound to pay for the maintenance of the Government policy in the North 
West Frontier Province 

Now' closely allied to the frontier policy is really the policy of defence 
Now there are three kinds of defence The first is the defence of the five 
settled districts from the raids of the frontier tribes on the side of the 
Durand line Then there is always «i chance of an attack from the tians- 
3 pm border tribes and also from Afghanistan Then, there is 

the Imperial question of the defence of our North West Frontier Province 
from attack by Russia As regards the first point, the Simon Commission’s 
Report, while endorsing the Bray’s Committee’s Report, admitted that it 
IS the business of the people of the Frontier Province themselves to defend 
their province against the attack of the trans-border tribes who are under 
the protection of British India Now, for this purpose, we give them all 
the protection that the Bray’s Committee recommended, e,g,, militia, con- 
stabulary and everything else And it is but right and just that the Gov- 
ernment of India ought to make adequate contributions to the Frontier 
Province for this kind of self-defence This force which is required to 
protect the inhabitants of the settled area should be placed definitely under 
the Local Government Then, there is the second question of the defence 
trom the invasion of the trans-border tribes, that is, those tribes who are 
on the other side of the Durand line For this purpose, we do not 
require a really large army. Experience has shown that the Foreign 
Office IS much more important than the Military Department for this 
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purpose I do not want to mention the details, as you have ruled, Sir, 
that we cannot refer to them to-day, but anyone who will consider the 
past history will find that, though an efficient army is an important 
factor, yet the Foreign Office plays a still greater part in the defence of 
India We do not want a \ery large army for the purpose This army 
required for this second defence should be under the Army Department of 
the Government of India Then, the third defence is the defence of the 
North West Frontier Province from a foreign attack This, as has been 
pointed out by the Simon Commission, may be an attack ot an Imperial 
nature, as it may possibly be due to a trouble in any other part of the British 
Empire The whole fight may be fought on the Indian territory for inter- 
national reasons Theiefoie, that kind of deforce ought to be taken as an 
Imperial question and not an All-India question Now, the way in which 
the Simon Commission have suggested the solution is very much open to 
question I put it rather bluntly when I say that they have recommended 
that India should liave, what I may call, an army of occupation, that 
18, an army entirely under the Imperial Government having no connection 
whatsoever with the Government of India In my opinion it sa^ours more 
of an army of possession than the army of defence 

As regards tlie Imperial detence, I ^\ould very much like — and I \^ould 
urge upon the Leader of my Party to take note of it ^^hen he goes to the 
Round Table Confeience — that it should not be considered with reference 
to India alone It ought to be consideied with reference to all the Domi- 
nions and also the mother country India ought, of course, to contribute 
her share to Imperial defence India should not hesitate to bear it My 
point IS that, whatever strength may be fixed for India by the Council of 
Imperial Defence, India should provide it , but this force should not be 
an Imperial force, hut it should be an Indian force vhich should be entirely 
under the Government of India and not under the Imperial Government 
India ought to pay her share m the genera! defence of the Empire 

I assume that India will also require an army for purpose of foieign 
defence, as well as internal peace, and, it is important — though it may not 
come off aU at once — that the ari^y ultimately ought to be an Indian army 
manned by the Indians and entirely under the Go\ eminent of India For 
this purpose we ought to make proMsion for the training ot the Indian 
officers I have really to note with great regret that the important five re- 
commendations of the iSdndhuist Committee have not been given effect to 
by the Government of India. Those demantb^ vv ere very modest and did not 
contemplate that the whole Army should be Indianized at once, but accord- 
ing to their scheme it would have taken about 26 years even to get half 
of the officers Indians I might mention that the most important of the 
five recommendations was the establishment of an Indian Sandhurst The 
second recommendation was the expansion of the Dehra Dun College, about 
VAhich nothing has been done The thud recommendation v\as that the 
Government of India should impress upon the educational authorities the 
paramount national importance of improving their system of education 
The fourth recommendation was the training m technical arms, and last 
of all was the special instruction for the officers holding the Viceroy’s Com- 
mission, so that they might be eligible for appointment to the King’s Com- 
mission Now, none of these five recommendations has been given effect to, 
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and I would very much like to say that, if the Army is to be Indianised, 
these recommendations ought to have been accepted and followed 

Sir, I next come and make some passing reference to the question of 
the Indian States This is the first time that recommendations have been 
made that they ought to come in m the Federal Assembly We have heard 
so far the theory of two Indias promulgated by Sir Leslie Scott I had 
the oi)portiinity to attend several meetings in London addressed by him on 
this topic, but I daresay the impression produced on my mind, and also 
on the minds of many other persons with whom I had the opportunity to 
converse, was .lust the reverse of what Sir Leslie Scott wanted to communi- 
cate He said that there are two Tndias, the Indian India and the British 
India, and that they ought to be governed on entirely two distinct principles 
Ills tuhocacy has done more haim to Indian States than t'o British India 
and f am rather "lad that the Simon ("ommission have at last in their fiist 
volume, which is really the most important from our point ot view^ admitted 
that geographically, economically, socially and politically, the two Indias 
aie practically one and form pait of one oiganic whole It is impossible to 
make a differentiation between them But when they come to make their 
recommendations definitely, we find that their recommendations are not in 
keeping with the fundamental tacts which they propounded in their first 
volume Nov\, thev begin with the definition of the paramount power 
The expre^‘'ion paramount power ” has been defined time after time It 
is quoted iii Ilarcourt Butlci Committee’s Report, and it was also quoted 
in the despatches ot Lord Reading that the pai amount power is the King 
Empeior in Parliament, acting through the Government of India So, in 
that case, the real power was practically vested in the Government of India 
Now, the Simon Commission have made a fundamental change in the defi- 
nition of the paramount power That is to say, in place of the Govern- 
ment of India the} have placed tin* Viceroy Of couise, the word “ Vice- 
roy ”, as we know, does not occui in the Goveinmcnt of India Act at all 
The only place where it did occui was in the Proclamation of the Queen 
m 1858 At any rate, the Simon (’ommission want to bring it in hero* 
again and have thus made a diffcientiation between the Governor Geneial 
in Council and the Vicero} This is rather a change of fundamental ini' 
portance because it will lealh mc<in a differentiation between the Indian 
India and the British India, winch tlic} w'anted to unite 

The second important point in which their recommendation contra- 
dicts the fundamental principle i'' the creation of a C’ouncil for Greater 
India This Council of Greater India, we see from the Report clearly, will 
not be a sub-committee ot the Federal Assembly It will be something 
parallel to it, and they have recommended at one place that it may be 
quite possible that a sub-committee of this Council of Greater India may 
work in harmony with a sub-committee ot the Legislative Assembly. 
Therefore from this fact and from other recommendations, it is quite clear 
that they were contemplating the Council of Greater India distinct from the 
Federal Assembly If w^e w^ant to have one India and not twp Indias, 
then it IS very desirable to have one form of Government and not two forms 
of Government , that is one under the Governor General in Council and 
the other under the Viceroy Because this would really mean two Gov^- 
erunients and not one. The inclusion of the States under Greater India, I 
admit, 18 a very difficult problem and a problem which has to be faced 
sooner or later, if we want to build a constitution for the wliole of India. 
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It IS a fundamental principle at least to me — others may not agree — that a 
monarchical form of government cannot exist under a democratic form of 
government Look at Germany, with the disappearance of Kaiser, all 
other monarchies which formed part of the old German Empire disappeared 
at the same time, in spite of the fact that some of the Dukes were very 
popular I think if they agree to come into the federal India, it is 
exceedingly desirable that we ought to treat them very delicately and very 
cautiously, becauso they are reall> making a great sacrifice in coming to 
a common Government and forming part oi the federal State 

A few other points I would siigge^^ for the consideration of this House 
for they will have to be discussed sooner or later The first is when we 
gi\e seats to Indian States in the Federal Assembly, it is veiy desirable to 
gi\e them, like minorities, more seats than their niimerical strength may 
entitle them to get During the transition penod we should treat them 
with as much care and uith as much courtesy as may be jirdcticable 

The second thing which is also very desirable is the regulation of 
Customs Now, (histoms, \\(* know is rathei an important question from 
the point of \iew' of the CVntial Goveinment and several Indian States, and 
I think we cannot do better than adopt the general methods of the old Ger- 
man Empire before the war w’hich our eonditions mast resemble For the 
control of Customs we may institute w^hat is called a ‘ ZolIveKDi ’ This is 
also referred to in the Butler ('oinmittee’s Report I think the ZoUverexn 
will solve the question of Customs, and the differences between British India 
and Indian States will disappear Sir, another question which is also very 
important is the adjasdment of financial relations between the Indian States 
and British India There is the question of railways, there is the ques- 
tion of communications, and there are many other questions such as the 
lilint and Post Ofiices in which financial adjustments wouhl he necessaiy 
between British India and the Indian States, and for this puipose, 
probably a Committee m which the Central Government and Indian States 
lUtiy be adequatelv lejiiesented wall have to be instituted to go into detaiK 

Sir, as I said, I do not like to go into the details Had I been per- 
mitted, I would certainly have referred to the question of zemindars They 
are the main support of the Government and they are very badly treated 
in this Report They are deprived of special seats and they are advised 
to pay double taxes I ha\e not seen in an> country in the world that 
any person is asked to pay income-tax twice over as the landowners aie 
asked to pay, first in the shape of land revenue to the Local Government 
and a second time again in the shape of income-tax to the Imperial Gov- 
ernment That IS an important question, about which I am not allowed to 
go into details at present 

The next question of policy which I would like to discuss is the ques- 
tion of education I was greatly disappointed m not finding a single sec- 
tion m the second volume of the Report dealing with education in spite of 
the fact that the Simon Commission appoint^ a special Committee for 
this purpose, and I expected that at least they would review the findings 
of that Committee and lay some definite recommendations. It may be 
argued that education is a transferred subject and the Central Govern- 
ment, and probably the reformed constitution, should have nothing to do 
with it. Education may or may not be a transferred subject, but it is of 



DEMANDS FOB SXJPPLEMENTABY GRANTS 


SI 

such importance that no person who is interested in the welfare of any 
country can overlook it At present education is not very satisfactory and 
there are several reasons for it The first reason is that, though we have 
appointed Ministers, very often, I do not say always, the Ministers are not 
educational experts and sometimes they do not have the benefit of Univer- 
sity education themselves In the second place, the Government have not 
provided them with money 

Bffr. President I think the Honourable Member has gone too far 
lie is going very much into details and I am afraid that he should restrict 
his remarks to the general polic-y and not to details 

Dr Ziauddin Ahmad I want to discuss the pol]c\ that it ought to 
be the duty of the Central Government to help the Provincial Governments 
111 education That is the point vhieh I -wanted to discuss 

Mr. President That is finished 

Dr Ziauddin Ahmad I am just touching the question ot policy and 
I lyould ask the Honourable the Finance Member to give me, from his 
(‘xperienee, the instance of any country in the world in -which education is 
not supported bv taxes and Customs Every country in the world devotes 
its funds deri\ed from raih\ays, from income-tax and from Customs to 
support education, partially though not entirely Here the Central Gov- 
ernment gets all the income from Customs and from income-tax, but does 
not spend a penny in education which it is their legitimate duty to^do 
Tlieiefore it is i at her an impoitant financial question to be discussed in the 
Hound Table Conterence They should discuss how far the Central Gov- 
ernment should make contributions to the Provincial Governments for the 
puipose of education Without such assistance, mass education or technical 
education is not likely to piospei The otliei question of policy about 
education is that we are all feeling just now' the pinch of unemployment 
Now, whenever we speak of unemplo\ment in India, we do not mean un- 
employment of the laboureis, but we alw'ays mean the unemployment of 
educated middle class people Where does the fault he It lies in the 
system of education and it is very desiiable to change the ideal of education 
Oiii ideals werp designed, oui maLlum r\ was devised, fifty >ears ago bj the 
Hunter Commission in 18^2 Man> things have happened during the last 
fifty years since that Committee met We have been demanding compul- 
sory primary education , we ha\e been demanding technical edmation , 
we have been demanding a change of educational ideal, but no notice has 
been taken by any province 

Mr. President 1 hope the Honourable Member will pass on from 
education to some other important subject 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad Sir, as you and other Members think that 
education is not an important subject, theiefore I leave it alone and I pass 
on to another topic which I hope may interest you more, that is, the ques- 
tion ot the Muslim point of view fllcar, hear ) Prom the Muslim point 
of view, I have also examined the constitution very carefully I do not speak 
for Provincial Legislatures, which I leave to the provinces to discuss, but 
taking the Central Legislature, I find that we are put in the background 
In the Lucknow Pact it was agreed that the Muslim strength in the 
Assembly should be 331|3 or one- third Now, the Simon Commission, in 
their Report, reduce it ho 28 per cent Now, if you work out the figures 
m detail, Muslim representation, in practice, will work out less than 
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one-fourth If we include the representatives of the Indian States, then 
the number of Muslim representatives in the proposed Federal Assembl} 
will be further reduced to about one-fifth Now, this is a very serious 
item, and it is \ery desirable to find ways and means to overcome this diffi- 
culty and adjast the position of the Muslim strength in the Assembly by 
nomination or other'wi^, equal to one-third, which is really the proportion 
fixed by the Lucknow Pact 

Blr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer Sir, I belie\e the Honourable Member is 
labouring under a misapprehension because there is no such pro\ ision in the 
Lucknow Pact 

Dr. Ziauddm Ahmad The Honourable gentleman sd\ s there is no 
such provision If T had the first \olume of the Report with me I would 
have been able to show that the proportion is fixed at one-third It is given 
in Appendix VIII of the first \olume 

Mr. 0. S Ranga Iyer 1 would ask the Honourable Member to lead 
page 239 of the Report ot the Indian Central Committee, wLere the facts 
are given 

Dr Ziauddm Ahmad I will deal later on wnth this point oi older 
if permitted 

Mr 0. S Ranga Iyer It is not a point ot order It is a point ot 
information and accuracy 

Dr. Ziauddm Ahmad The second point is the quest i(>n of tlie pio- 
vision of Muslim members of the Cabinet in tiie provinces and m the 
Cabinet of the Government ot India People ma> sa} that it is not neces- 
sary to make statutory proMsion, because in practice it will happen to be 
so Hut a contingency ma\ possibly arise and we ha\e to provide toi all 
emergent cases It is quite possible that in a proMiice wdiere the Muham- 
madans may be in a minority a difficult political situation ma> arise when 
the majority community ma\ sav that tho^ would jids^ a \ot' of non- 
confidence on the Miiiistiy if a Muslim Ministei is included in it Sii, 
to meet such exceptional situations, it i^s desirable that statutory provision 
should be made lor the inclusion of at least one Muslim member in the 
Cabinet 

I need not go in detail into the other questions They have been work- 
ed out in the 14 points of Mr Jinnah and also in the Resolution of the All- 
Parties Conference Looking into these demands w'e find that there is onl} 
one point which has been acceded to, le, separate electorates in the pro- 
vinces With this exception, all the points have been neglected 

Nowq ISir, 1 come to the Round Table Conference, and I will make just 
one or two suggestions about it One very important thing is the com- 
munal question I strongly urge that the persons who will have to deal 
with the matter should try to settle this communal question in India before 
tlie> go to England, and if the communal question can be settled in India, 
all the members can put their forces together and get the best possible con- 
stitution for India If by chance they could not settle it by themselves, 
I would not hesitate to admit my weakness frankly and ask the third party 
to come in and settle our dilfereiices We should be iead> to pay high 
fees tor this weakness It is very desirable to settle this thing before we 
go to the Round Table Conference, and if unfortunately we cannot come 
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to any agreement, it is quite possible that our future efforts may be wasted 
in the same manner as efforts and money were wasted on the Simon Com- 
mission 

Mr. M K Acharya : Sir, I thank you for allowing me on this very 
first day of the debate on this very important question to express frankly 
my views on the problem m general which is before the HoUse and 
before the country at large I came to this House this morning with a 
feeling of great shock and grief , because on my way I saw a demon- 
stration which showed how fast we were ^denationalising India and 
corrupting the best products of India into something which might do 
credit to other countries, but not to the soul of our ancient Motherland 
I saw before me a number of girls misled into playing the part of 
picketeis This may please the hearts of those peo])le who vant to trans- 
foim India into another America and to bring India to Miss Mayo’s 
diabolical standards , but it gave my heart great grief to see my 
daughters and sisters so spoiled God forbid that these things should 
go on * 

An Honourable Member Why should they not do it ? 

Mr M. K. Acharya : 1 decline to answer that question II tho 
Honourable Member really wants to learn what European scientists call 
the L..V ot Sex Polaiity, he should p.iy im ior it and learn it in the 
piopei place and manner This is not the place for it I am sorry that 
an Indian should put that question to me on the floor ot this House, 
and ask why should our daughteis and sisters not go on such duly 
business 

Sir, 1 shall now diaw the attention of the House to the larger prob- 
lem which I think is really the serious problem before us, which India 
eithei today or tomorrow will ha^e to solve, namely as to what is to be 
her immediate political dcstinj Sir, what we see today m the country, 
as tai as J, an old man, can recollect, is simply a repetition of what" I 
saw in 1921 and took part in, ot what I saw m 1917 and took part in 
also It is a repetition ot that same story , and continuation of that 
same struggle that has been going on in this country tor over forty 
years, the struggle betw^een Britishers w^ho w'ould like, it possible, to 
continue their political domination o\er India for as long a time as 
they can, and Indians, who wMiit to secure for India an honoiuable 
place of political partnership, though not of independence, m the great 
comity ot nations making up thv Biitish Empire That struggle Uas 
been going on foi some forty years and more , and intensively since, 
1916 In 1917, I, a religious lunatic, for the first time became a political 
lunatic also I took part in the then Home Rule agitation under Mrs 
Besant — under Mrs Besant who was shut up because she was the leader 
of the Home Rule agitation friend, Sir C F Ramaswami Ayyar 

there, must remember those year^ \eiy w'ell So should my^ other friend, 
Mr Srinivasa Iyengar, now' not here, the then Advocate-General of Madras, 
upon whose advice it was that Mr> Besant was shut up She w'as in- 
terned because of certain articles, of which one was written by myself in 
New India I simply said that the struggle was a spiritual struggle, 
between Hiranya and Prahladh, between brute force on one side and soui 
force on the other It was for publishing this that Mrs Besant was shut 
up in 1917 * Similarly m 1921, there was this demonstration of national 
aspiration on one side met by repression, as it was called rightly or wrongly, 



84 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[10th July 1930. 


[Mr. M. K. Acharya ] 

on the other side, when a number of people weie sent to jail m the course 
of the non-co-operation movement Today we see very much the same 
thing It does not matter how it has been brought about some of the 
best sons of the country — I speak with emotion, rightly, I hope — some of 
the best children of the country have been shut up m places where they 
do not deserve to be sent 

How shall we help the cause for which they are suffeiing ? That is 
the problem , and what are v\e here for / We who are supposed to be 
also fighting for the liberties of the country, how^ may w'e best solve 
<luestioii ^ How shall we piejiaie the v\ay for the Round Table Confer- 
(^ce w'hich IS after all to be convened only in order to find out a solution 
lor this great problem of how to adjust the claims of the party on mat 
side which ^ays, “ As long .is I can, I shall dominate over India ”, and 
of the party on this side which says, “ As soon as I can, I shall liberate 
myself from that domination and see that India gets self-government ” 
This IS the plain and simple question Now let us realise the real issue 
I am sorry that the discussion should have been drawn into side-tracks 
such as how many rupees should be demanded for education, and now" 
many places for this community or that After all the real question is, 
shall India have an honouiable place under the sun or not ? Shall she be 
an honourable partner in the great comity of nations that make up ths 
British Empire or not ? I would beg of everybody here to pay his best 
attention to solving this problerq, and not be obscessed by what may 
happen temporarily to Baluchistan or Peshawar, nor whether Muslims 
get 20 or 30 or 40 per cent of seats I beg on mv knees of my Muslim 
friends to keep aside all this talk of 30 and 40 ])ei cent of seats , they 
may take 50 per cent or 60 per cent or even cent per cent ni the fullness 
of time , but I beg of them now to concentrate on wunning freedom for 
India , and not to demean the name of their community by any preliminary 
demands that Moslems should have 40 per cent, representation in the services 
or 80 per cent in the Round Table Conference or in the Councils and so 
on 

These are very very minor questions But first let us get from tho-^e 
who have got in their hands the power to give , I mean constitutionally, 
what we want for the whole of India Let us make them realise that all 
Indians are united in demanding for India what I would call self-deter- 
mination — not Dominion Status For to me Dominion Status is a con- 
temptible thing, and connotes only the domination of the few over the 
many it is nothing but the domination of a handful ot middle-class 
leaders — the British Parliamentary system is nothing but the domination 
today over England of MacDonald and his dozen , tomorrow it may be of 
Baldwin and his dozen or of Lloyd George and his dozen , but there is no 
real democracy even there , and therefore the British Parliament is not 
mv model Yes , let us make it clear that we are determined to win 
for India some form of self-government in w^hich all the various com- 
munities and interests and castes and creeds shall hav-e then due share 
And I for one am neither afraid nor ashamed, as others are, of this tangle 
of castes and creeds for amidst’ all the diversities of castes and creeds, 
of communities and languages, India has ever progressed Indeed, India 
has always stood for Unity in diversity , she is, divinely an epitome 
of the whole w’Orld And so India is destined to be a cultural guide to 
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the rest of the world — not Britain, not America, not Canada, not 
Australia I am proud to belong to an India so di>erse seemingly Now 
ail these communities and interests have to be welded more and more until 
one day India will set the example to the world of how all may unite, not 
only politically, and socially, but culturally and spiritually, how all may 
qualify themselves to stand before the Throne of God Yes, it is for 
India to show to the world how duerse paths all lead to one goal This 
IS India’s appointed destiny 

Sir, the Simon Commission’s Report naturally is just as good or as 
bad as any other Report of that kind I am not going to attach undue 
importance to it, or go on dissecting its details It is quite like any 
ordinary Go\ernment report The first volume contains a lot of statistical 
and other information which we all knew already , there is nothing 
w'onderful about it, — it contains a lot of census figures and so on I do 
not see why any one should be upset about it this fir^t volume may be 
of some use to peo})le over there in England, it is no use to us here As 
for the second volume containing the recommendations, I must say it i,s 
of very mixed merit, it contains proofs of great logical ingenuity, not of 
psychological foresight, nor of human wmrmth We should not take 
seiiously those people who say, “ Oh, it is an invaluable report , it marks 
a great landmark ” and all that This is all the art of advertisers I am 
not btjund by their opinions E\en the New Testament is thrown into the 
sea by some people is the Simon Commission’s Report going to be the 
gospel for all futurity 1 Sir, my friend who interrupts me there must set 
himself to read the history of the world Many Ro^al Commissions have 
come and gone , manv a settled fact has been unsettled It was forty 
years ago that the 2hmei> of London wrote something like this “ Do 
what you will, the Go\ernment of India will never become constitutional , 
It IS by force that India was w^on, and it is by force that India shall have 
to be governed ” Can anybody think of the Tinier writing that today 7 
Sir, I decline to take seriously am talk about the invaluable, wonderful, 
the almost divine significance of the Simon Commission’s Report The 
Simon seven are not the se\en sages whether of ancient Greece or of ancient 
India They are good men, I do not want fo blame them , they have done 
their honest best — wuth a dishonest little, perhaps, here and there I am 
not overconcerned with w'hat the Simon seven have done , we shall take 
that Report for what it is worth 

This IS quite by the way I am sorry, that I have been deflected from 
the trend of my argument As I said, the struiggle is, if the other side 
will permit me to put it frankly, between British Diehardism on the one 
side and Indian nationalism or radicalism on the other British die 
hardism or, to use a milder word, British Conservatism says, “It U t 
very long way to responsible government that you have to traverse , auc 
you will have to go very slowly , and w'e cannot part with control' ovei 
you in a hurry ” On this other side you have the surging demand fo 
political freedom, growing m intensity every hour It is not confined U 
men today , women have come into the movement How are you going t< 
reconcile this obstinate British diehardism with the demand of Indiai 
nationalists that they should be forthwith masters in their own house ' 
That is the question It is a ver\ difficult problem to solve withou 
doubt , because in the first place there is a such great ignorance on one sidi 
and such a great distrust on the other I do not believe that the Simoi 
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Report will go far to 'dispel either British ignorance or Indian distrust 
I do not believe that the Report is going to make the people of England 
become all wonderfully acquainted with the conditions in India or genuinely 
sympathetic towards Indian aspirations I really do not know how many 
are even going to read the Report , very probably it will have a seven 
days’ sale in the market and will then disappear But \\hatever happens 
to the Report, Sir, you have the gross ignorance to reckon with of the 
average Britisher with regard to India on the one side On the other side 
you have the great, the almost colossal distrust — not quite unmerited, I 
fear, — 'vvliich Indians feel with regard to all protestations from Englana 
This IS tlie two-fold difficult v How may we truly bring India and 
England together ? Sir, I believe that India and Britain have a great 
common purpose to serve in the world that is to be It is for that purpose 
they have been divinely brought together — not for any paltry Dominion 
Status for India oi territorial domination for England — but in order that 
international adjustments may go on smoothei lines hereafter than heieto- 
fore, in ordei that Universal Dharma, so necessary for the peace of the 
world, may be safeguarded , in order that true Islam may triumph — not 
technical Islam For this India and Britain hav^e to be even more clo^nely 
welded together , how shall we do it ? How shall we get rid of the 
terrible ignorance of the Britisher on the one side, of the colossal distrust 
and lack of confidence of the Indian on the other ? I believe that is the 
problem that Ills Excellency Lord Irwin is trying to solve , I believe that 
all these three years he has been attempting to bring some among the best 
Biitishers and some of the best of Indians together in order that ihey 
maj^ help to solve this problem 

Apparently, it is only a problem of constitutional advancement for 
India, but really, in the long run it will be found, it is a problem of vorld 
solidarity and world progress It is a colossal problem therefore We 
Indians have been trying in our own way to solve it We said in 1921 
that the Montagu-Ulielmsford reforms were inadequate, unsatisfactory and 
disappointing, and a good many of us stood aloof from working tho^e 
reforms But in 1923 we tried to make some kind of compromise , and 
some of us did come in , and the very first thing we did, as soon as we 
came in in 1924, on the floor of this House, was to pass a Resolution 
demanding constitutional revision, and pointing out the method of that 
constitutional revision What was that method ? Here, Sir, is the 
Resolution moved by Pandit Motilal Nehru on the 8th of February, 1924, 
which said 

“ This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council to take steps 
to have the Government of India Act revised with a vuevv to establishing; full responsible 
Government in India and for the said purpose to summon at an earl\ date a repre- 
flontative Round Table Conference to recommend, with due regard to the protection 
of the rights and interests of important minorities, a constitution for India ” 

This IS what m 1924 Pandit IMotilal Nehiu himself a-, our leader, my 
leader then he was, — I wish he were my leader in the House today — and 
he was then also the leader of my friend over there, Mr Ranga Iyer, 
that IS what Pandit Motilal Nehru demanded m 1924 Sir Malcolm Hailey 
with great eloquence quoted from Shakespeare and described the Pandit 
as being 

‘ ‘ Like one who stands upon a promontory 
And spies n far off shore where he would trend, 
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Wishing hi8 foot were equal with his eye , 

And chides the sea that sunders him fron^ thence, 

Saying that he will lade it dry to have his way '' 

And & 0 , Sir Malcolm practically said, “ How are you going to get to that 
Heaven ? In a word, he said, we must wait and wait and wait. 
.\'ow the House will see that a Round Table Conference was proposed ui 
1924, to settle the details of our constitutional scheme , and after that, 
Pandit Motilal Nehru’s Resolution wanted “ to place the said scheme for 
approval before a newly-elected Legislature for its approval and submit 
the same to the British Parliament to be embodied in a Statute ” So we 
did recognise the British Parliament as the final authority to pass the 
statute revising the Indian constitution The same process I hope, Sir, 
we shall be able to accomplish now, if there be goodwill on both sides, by 
means of this proposed Round Table Conference We shall attempt in 
December or in whatever month it may be in the year 1931, a thing which 
we wanted to accomplish in 1924, I mean through a preliminary Round 
'rable Conference settling the details of the scheme, with adequate safe- 
guards for British interests, wnth adequate safeguards for my friend’s 
communal interests, and with adequate safeguards even for the interest of 
my Brahmin community, if I may say so All this we wanted in 1924 
Let us hope that we may get it at least now, because, after all, man has to 
live on hope Therefore, Sii, this idea of the Round Table Conference is 
no new thing, and those like me who have been in the House for the past 
‘ieven years, will remember how we tried hard to press this matter then, 
now unfortunately the then Government of Lord Reading — I ,wush Lord 
Irwin had been the Viceroy then — how' the Government of Lord Reading 
kicked that Resolution into the v\aste-paper basket 

Dr A Suhrawardy : You are kicking the Round Table Conference 

now 


Mr M K Acharya : I am not doing it, Sir Therefore, Sir, this 
Round Table Conference, for whicli we have been asked some money 
this morning, is not altogether a new thing At the Round Table Con- 
ference, I am glad His Excellency in so many terms announced it 
yesterday, Indian and British representatives will meet on terms of per- 
fect equality and discuss and settle details And here again, Sir, may I 
venture to disclose a little secret ? (Hear, hear ) There may be people 
outside who will say that I have been purchased by Government, that 
I am attempting to play into the hands of the Government, or other 
uneomplimentary things about poor me I am not afraid of what false, 
prejudiced people say God above knows I am speaking the truth 
Now, if the Congress had been less obstinate and more far-seeing m 
January, 1928, we might have got, in 1928, January, what we are likely 
to get in 1930, December I wish to read to the House, Sir, a draft 
Resolution from the Assembly debates This was meant for the 16th 
February, 1928, the day on which we debated a Resolution about the 
Statutory Commission, when the boycott of the Statutory Commission was 
/esolved upon a Resolution moved bv the late Lala Lajpat Rai That 
w’as done because the Congress in 1927, very unfortunately, in my opi- 
nion, resolved on the unconditional boycott of the Simon Comnuaaion 
Although I was an ardent Congressman, although I was a member of 
the Congress Party then, I took courage. Sir, in both my hands, to think 
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a little foi myself and to put up a Resolution which was slightly differ- 
ent from the Congress Resolution I was helped by certain very in- 
fluential and very learned people to draft that Resolution before it was 
admitted by the President That draft Resolution of mine the gods 
decreed to come out in the ballot Yes , it did come out in ballot, but I 
am sorry to say that I had not after all the courage to move it on that 
day For, if I had moved my Resolution, as I shall tell you presently, 
something would have happened which should have saved us all a 
lot of difficulty Now, Sir, this was the Resolution which I could have 
moved on the 16th February, 1928 

“ This Assembly retommeuds to the Governor General in Gouiicil that he do mike 
an authoritative stabmunt rejj.irding the powers and rights of the Gommittce of the 
Central Legislature proposed to be appointed to co operate with the Pcirhann ntarv 
Commission on Indian Reforms , and this Assembly further recommends to the Gov 
ernor General in Counnl that he do inform His Ma]est\ N Government in England that 
in the considered opinion of this House no such Committee should be appointed, unless 
the Committee luue absoliitclv equal rights and status with the Commission and the 
Joint Committee of Parliament in sifting the materials collected bv the Government 
in India for anv inquiry into the working of the present Reforms, and also in taking 
and testing evidence reliting to further Constitutional Reform, including draft Con 
stitutions for the establishment of Responsible Government in India ’’ 

This Resolution, in other words, demanded that the Indian Committee 
and the Statuton Commission should ^it on eciual t'erms and sift all the 
materials, produce one joint Report, submit ii to Parliament , and when 
the British Cabinet l;)rought its Bill before the Joint Parliamentary 
Committee, the Indian Committee should sit on equal status and teims 
VMth the Joint Parliamentarv Committee and exanuru' that constitution 
This was my Resolution, Sir, then, and I must sav that, wlien this 
Resolution came out in the ballot, then veiy, very stiangelv, T received 
a note fiom Government House calling on me to seo His p]xeellencv^ the 
Viceroy. When T went to him, he asked me to go back and tell the 
leaders of my paitv that His Excellency w^ould be willing to accejit this 
Resolution if moved That is a secret wffiich I ke])t confidential during 
thes<^ two vears But on that eventful day in 1928 I was after all 
persuaded to think that as a humble member of the party, the party 
mandate was binding on me , and so wffien I was formally called up I 
simply said that, “ Utider instructions of iny party I do not move the 
Resolution ” Then came the next Resolution of Lala Lajpat Rai, and 
he of course thundered away and easily succeeded in persuading the 
majority m the House to accept his Resolution for unconditionallv 
boycotting the Commission, and the boycott was passed by a majority 
of this Ilouse Now, Sir, I am in a position to state the honest truth 
I knew that, even in 1928, His Excellency Lord Irwin was for securing 
for the representatives of the Central Legislature in India absolute and 
perfect equality 

Mr 0 8 Ranga Iyer : On a point of order, Sir Is it in order for 
an Honourable Member to refer in this House to some conversation 
which he is alleged to have had with some high authority outside ? 

Mr. President ; T hope the Honourable Member will avoid making 
a reference to some private conversation he had wdth some one outside. 
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Mr. M K. Acharya Sir, I take the fullest responsibility for the 
truth of my statement Yet I bow to j^ou , I do not uant to drag in 
anybody’s name T Mmply make the statement, and I say I take the 
fullest responsibility for the stat'emenl, that in 1928 the Government of 
India were jireparcd to secure for any committee that might be appointed 
by the Indian Central Legislature equal status and equal po\^ers with 
the Statutory Commission appointed by the Parliament in 1928 and 
with any Joint Pailiamentary Committee later 1 do not want to drag 
in names , but 1 do make the statement that I hd\c good reason to believe 
that tor the past two oi three yeais Ills Excellency the V^iceroy and the 
Government of India ha\e been tiding to secuie for Indian representatives 
and for British representatives occasions and opportunities to come 
together, to discuss freely, and to airi\e at some satisfactory solution of 
the great const’itutiondl problem, in vhich solution both England and 
India aie both vitally interested That is the point towards which I am 
dri\ing The Round Table C'onfeience idea, I do not believe, dropped 
from heaven at tin' end of 1929 I believe there * was a desire — I do 
not know wdiethei the original initial i\e came from the Government of 
India, or the Government in England, or from which particular statesman, 
here or there, but there has been dm mg these two years a desire, — and 
I gi\e credit for it to the Go\ernment of India in the collective sense, 
because I suppose I sliould not* reter to IBs Excellency Lord Trw’in — 
there has been some real dcsiie, so tar as I can see, to bring the represent- 
atives of India 

Mr President : I hope the Honourable Member will avoid repetition 
and wull come to the point 

Mr M K. Acharya . I am ready to sit down if my talk is unpleasant. 

Mr President • I do not want to gag Honourable Members, but I 
want that the Honourable Member should not repeat the same argument. 
Ho has been repeating the same thing over and over again I should 
like the Honourable Membei to speak Vo the point at issue 

Mr. M K. Acharya : I, of course, bow to your ruling , but I am not 
accustomed to be an irrelevant speaker, I thought However, Sir I 
shall try to learn, it I can, even in my old age the new laws of relevancy 
Now, Sir, here is the jiresent tioublesorae .situation Just as in 1928 the 
Congres.s resolved on unconditional boycott of the Simon Commission 
and not on qualified boycott, so unfortunately now the Congress has 
launched on civil disobedience Gieatlj as I long, — I do long as greatly 
as others — to sec India free, I say wuth all veneration, wuth all respect 
to the Congress leaders, I am afiaid I cannot but deplore the fact that 
the civil disobedience movement has been started a little too prematurely. 
After the declaration by IIis Excolleiicj that there was going to he a 
Round Table Confeience, I for one, speaking in all humility, would have 
preferred that Mahatma Gandhi should have waited until the Round 

Table Conference was held , and then if nothing came out of it, I for 

one was always prepared for the worst, ‘‘ Blessed are those that do not 
hope for they shall not be disappointed ” — if nothing came- out of the 
lUuna Table Conference, and if then Mahatma Gandhi had started his 
civil disobedience movement, I for one should be the first of his followers 
Any way, the cml disobedience movement has been started ; it has been 
going on for three months , and we .see the great tension to-dav I 
L3CPB(DA) 
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believe it is oiir duty today to try to ease that tension, to find some way 
of bringinp: the best brains in India and in England together 
to solve the gieat question The Round Table Confeienoe is going to 
be held, as I see, in order to bring together the best brains of India and 
of England togethei And the purpose of the Round Table Conference, 
I hope, IS, as I have already stated, not* to see which particular community 
should have what number of seats, how many ministerships here, liow' 
many ministei ships there, or hoA\ many appointments elsewhere, and 
so on, but to find out a geneial selieme of constitutional development 
which w'ould enable India to take hei iightful place among the great 
partners of the British Empire Now, I am \ery anxious that the veiy 
best brains of India should go to England, and so I am m favour of the 
Round Table ('onfeienee 

I am vcr> anxious that the \ery best sons of India should go to 
England I am anxious that men should go — not men who will clamour 
for particulai ])U\deges foi jiarticiilar communities, snb-eommiinities, 
0|hd so on, hut 1 want that those men should go who will lla^e a larger 
vision of the tiituic dcstinj ot India, who will demand self-determination 
for India, the right, in fact, heieaftei to shajic the constitution m such 
a way that it will be in the best interests of all the interests in India 
Everything else appears to be \er^ subordinate, very subsidiary I 
w'ould, therefoic, beg of the Go\crnment to sec, and of this House to 

see that only the best men are sent IIow can the best leaders of India 

be in England in October or in December unless some w’ay is found to 
bring out the great leaders who are now in jail ? The \cry groat delay 
taken by the British Government in responding to the Indian appeal, to 
the persistent Indian demand, has exasperated those Indian leaders. 
Rightly or w^rongly, they aie m a place \vhore they do not deserve to be 
Can there be ant Round Table Conlcronce worth v of India in the eyes 
of the w'orld without Mahatma Gandhi at tlie head of the Indian delega- 
tion ? That is tlm (luestion that troubles me I am not, after all, an 
unqualified followei of Mahatma Gandhi I have mv differences wuth 
him, but, with all his faults, he is the greatest son of India today There 

is no denying it He is the gieatest son of India today, and I therefore 

beg of Government to see some wav for bringing out Maliatma Gandhi, 
for bringing out P.indit Motilal Nehin Without these two and some 
others along with them, will that Conference, w'lll that delegation to 
England be a delegation woithv to bo called an Indian delegation 
Therefore, Sir, we muat ereat(‘ the nece^ssarv atmosplieie of peace and 
goodwill in India as early as possible by w^hieh these great sons of the 
Motherland can come out We uant to create some true measure of 
peace and goodwill in the country On what plank shall we have it ? 
On what programme, on what conditions, subject to w'hat safeguards ? 
These are points w^hieh I wull beg leaders on this side of the House and 
leaders on that' side of the House very carefully to consider This civil 
disobedience movement must stop The best biams of the country must 
go, and all of us should put our shoulders togtether m order to see that 
the problem of India’s future self-government is solved satisfactorily 
How are we to do it ^ IIow can there be a Round Table Conference, 
therefore, Avithout this preliminary work within the next few weeks of 
clearing the atmosphere and making it one of peace and goodwill in 
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Order that the greatest of the leathis of India might come out 1 I put 
this subject ot proper represeiitatues down as a definite cut, but I am 
not keen to move it 

Here are my ideas I want somebody to go and speak and interpret 
rhe soul ot India to England I really do not know uho is best qualified for 
it I know that there are a great maii> able children ot India, — ^great 
Idwyeis, great educationists, great administiatois * Indians there have been 
gieat in many walks , but 1 am ^et to come acioss a lecognised public 
man who dare dream of the futme ot India in the spiiit in which he ought 
to dream I would like to find today somcbod> like the late 8wami 
Vivekananda , 1 w^ant somebody like the late Lokamaii^a Tilak or Das who 
will be a first class constructs e political thinker Dominion Status, Nehru 
Committee’s scheme, the Australian constitution, the Canadian model — 
these are all to me contempt ibh‘ object i\es I want fust class jiolitical 
thinkers (A a Honan table Member “ Why don’t you produce a 

scheme yourself {Anoihvt Honout able Member “ What about 

>ourself ^ ”) 1 am not a leadm , I am content to be a iollow^er There- 
fore, Government and we alike must take ])ains to find out the proper men. 
Who know’s there are not in the eoiintiy great minds / 

“ Full main a goiu ot puiest i.in Hoinie, 

The uufatliomod (.i\(‘h of O(oan boo ’’ 

They may not be sitting on the tiont Benches liere , but T am sure that 
somew^here in the bow^els ot Bhaiata Mata lie hidden gieat geniuses that 
can ])roduce some of the finest constitutions in the world It is your 
business, of those wdio want the Konnd Table Conterence, it is your 
business to find out those talents 

Again, the Go\einment must invite to the Uound Tabic Con- 
ference representatives of all jiarties, (.ommunities and interests in tlic 
land that count I know my difiicnltv I am speaking now' in some re- 
presentative capacity A nnmbei ot orthodox Hindu organisations have 
put this point before me Oui difficulty is this Comparatively speak- 
ing, my Muslim friends are at a gieatei advantage , because they have 
an All-India Muslim League But tlieie is no such recognised organisation 
on behalf of the orthodox Hindu conimunitv , and what organisations 
there are have not the same status, nor the same advertising capacity in 
the newspapers as perhaps othei oi ganisations have 

The All-India Muslim League looks after the interests of all Muslims. 

^ {An Honout able Mcmha “ You have the Hindu Maha- 

sabha ”) I do not want to yon all the recent Resolutions 
passed about the Hindu Mahasabha , I may just say that the .All-India 
Sanatana Dharma Conference held in Bombay very recently dissociated 
itself completely from the AH-India Hindu Mahasabha, because the All- 
India Hindu Mahasabha consists only of a few denationalised social re- 
formers , and very unfortunately it has ceased to command the respect 
of orthodox Hindus That is our gieat difficulty Among my orthodox 
countrymen there are not many who are in the political forefront. There 
are many great souls, many great Pandits, many learned men ; but the 
Anglicised Indian has no respect for the old learning which he despises 
as Panditary The Anglicised Indian honours only those who can talh 
English glibly Whoever can talk the foreign language well, becomes great 
and poses as a great leader That is unfortunately the difficulty of the 
orthodox Bfnduk We do not know w'ho are going to be the representatives 

T 3/Tl»T> fT » \ 
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of orthodox Hindu interests at the Round Table Conterence (Voices . 
** Oh, oh ) I will beg of you not to interrupt me 

Mr. President : I beg of you not to attend to the interruptions 

Mr. M K Acharya : I know, Sir, that my Inend the great Rai 
Sahib Ilarbilas Sarda, the hero of the Sarda Act, may consider himself to 
be the best representative of all Hindu India in his own estimation , but 
I am afraid not even my very esteemed friend, the Right Honourable 
Srinivasa Sastri, can truly claim to have the confidence of orthodox Hindu 
India Therefore it is tor the Government to find out who is competent 
to represent the interests ot Hindu India, of orthodox Hindu India It 
will not do for the orthodox Hindus to be represented by those so-called 
reformers who want iintoiichabdity Hills and piomiscuous mairiage Bills 
and so on I claim. Sir, we too have a place m India We make up some 
20 or 22 crores of the jiopulation of India Except for a few lakhs of 
Anglicised Hindu socinl letoimeis, all the rest of us are proud to be 
orthodox Hindus Oui interests must be safeguarded — our religious and 
our worldly interests, our economic and our political interests also There- 
fore, Bir, I plead on the onc' side that there must be the representatives of the 
Congress Party — winch from the political standpoint, is the most dominat- 
ing popular party in India , and I plead on the other side that you must also 
have some representatives who can speak tor tin* vast bulk ot orthodox 
Hindus who cannot be represented by any Anglicised social reform gentle- 
men of Bombay or Lahoie oi even Madras oi Alldhabad We also must 
have some reiiresentative there — (in rejily to an interi upturn) — No, 
Chingleput wull not go That is another point I wish to place before 
Government 

Mr. President : I hope the Honourable Member wull now try to 
conclude his remarks 

Mr. M K. Acharya : Yes, Sir. That is what I am trying to do. 
Those are my points The Round Table Conference must be convened , 
but for what function ? It may be due to the official letieence ot the spokes- 
man in England or in India, but through whatever reason I am sorry that 
the function of the Round Table Conference has not been properly con- 
ceived and put forth befoie India, or befoie England for the matter of 
that, so far as I know' The function of the Round Table Conference 
ought to be to bring the best brains and hearts of England and India 
together in order that they may confer on the goal in all humility, in order 
that the diehardism of England may go and the distrust of India may 
disappear , m order that the two countries may come together in close and 
brotherly relation , in order to find out a scheme by which lie soul of 
India may expand and develop and manifest itself to Britain, and through 
Britain to the rest of the world I know we shall have to wait long until 
the time comes when the rest of the world will be able to take lessons, 
politically, socially, spiritually, from the great constitution, which will 
be India’s constitution, perhaps a hundred years hence Meantime in 
order that England may understand aright, in order that India may 
teach to England what the true soul of India is, this Round Table 'Con- 
ference must be convened, not for trifling details of places here and places 
there, or even provincial autonomy and things of that kind. Now, Sir, 
if this should be the true function of the Round Table Conference, Gov- 
ernment should take all tl^e care t^ey can take to send to England thofee 
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who can speak to England aright on behalf of India, who can intei;pret 
the soul of India to England aright, and bring that kind of moral and 
spiritual pressure to bear upon the statesman in England as will help them 
to recognise the just claims of India I want the best sons of India and 
of England to be brought together in order that, in the most friendly 
manner, without hitch, without strife, without vStruggle, through soul- 
force a constitution may be evolved which may be Avell worthy of England 
to give and w^ell worthy of India to take That is tlie gieat purpose we 
must set before the Round Table (’onference I do for this reason, for 
this dream if your please, supiiort the offer of the Round Table Conference , 
and 1 beg of all of you to unite in bringing to it Mahatma Gandhi and 
Motilalji and others who can speak treely, not stuntedly, for the purpose 
of securing for India her rightful place among the nations ot the world. 
She was once the mistress of the world and in the distant future 
(Laughtei) You may laugh now as much as yon like, but those w'ho come 
to scoff will remain to pi a} in eourse of time The conquest of the world 
by India’s spiritiialit\ is w^hat we should aspiie for and tow.irds that 
end w'e want an lionoiirahle jiolitieal constitution, not for the sake of a 
few' places anywdieie for a few people 1 repeat I want political autonomy, 
self-rule or Swaraj, or wiiate\ei (*Iso jou may call it as a means towartls 
a higher end , for 1, for one, believe there is a greater world-purpose 
to be ssirved, namely, the conquest ot the woild bv Imlia’s spirituality 
That is the final goal — nothing more and nothing less Theiefoie, 1 beg of 
e\ery competent Mussalman friend and every competent Hindu friend 
to go to the Round Table Conterenee and ])iace the very best that Muslim 
India and Hindu India has to ])lace before the world, to convert England 
to the univoisal Dharmie cieed of India, and bring about that consum- 
mation of joint effort tow'ards world-harmony w'hich we all so earnestly 
desire. Sir, subject to the suggestions I have made, I suppor.t the original 
motion 

Dr Ziauddm Ahmad : I w'ant to place before the House a cor- 
rection of fact 

Mr President • Under what lule ? 

Dr Ziauddm Ahmad On a point of personal explanation, Sir 

Blr President ; That is not a ])omt of personal explanation 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (United Provinces Nominated Non- 
Official) The question before u'^ is at present whethei tlie recommenda- 
tions contained m Volume II of the Report of the Indian Statutory 
Commission are satisfactory and adequate or not, and that is the only point 
with which we can deal at present Of course, my friend, the Honourable 
the Mover, of the cut recognises iiidiiectly that the suggestions, recom- 
mendations and findings in the first volume of the Report are satisfactory, 
and whatever is found in Volume I is really satisfactory to him and 
he does not chaUenge it at aU As far as I have heard the debate 
that has gone on m this House, I have not heard any individual 
Member challenging the survey contained in the first volume of 
the Report. Now, the only point of difference is whether cn 
the basis of those things which the Commission have written 
in their first Volume the recommendations contained m the 
sedond volume are really satisfactory or not Anyone who reads the 
first vdume will appreciate that the grasp of many facts which the Simon 
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Commission shojwed avus really creditable, and they came to many cor- 
rect conclusions and arrived at many correct findings about the situation 
which was existing in India at that tiinc There have been certain 
changes since then on many things Now if a great portion of the con- 
side rafble matter which is contained m the first volume is put up before 
anyone now, he may no^v make certain suggestions and n^eoinmeiidations 
probably diffeient from those that the Simon Commission have made 
The attempt in the second volume mmuiis to be the result ot three parties 
differing in then recommeiidations Ibobablv the Laboiu Members 
were thinking of making difieient lecommeiidations to what the Con- 
servative Members were thinking of making and the Liberal Members were 
trying to make up their mind as to the recommendations , and the result 
was that a kind of com])romise was arriv^ed at lietv^een the three groups, 
which has left praeticailv no idea ot any paitv oi of any sect, and there- 
fore the findings at wliieli thev have arrived and the recommendations 
which the> have foiimilaleil fall short of evervlxxlv’s exiiectations 
(Hear, hear ) Their atti'iript has been to win over everybody’s heart, but 
a man who tries to w in ovi'i everv body’s heart certainly fails in his attempt 
altogether Nov\ we cannot sav that their recommendations aie altogether 
satisfactory or altogetlu'r unacceptable There mav Ixi cerLiin recommen- 
dations whicli may be acceptable to somebody, while theie mav^ be other re- 
commendations w’hich mav not be acceptable to that verv jicison, and tor 
the other paitv theie may Ik‘ other masters v\hKh mav not be as accept- 
able to them as those which have been 'acceptable to the fiist few 

Mr. M A Jinnah What do yon accept ’ 

Mr Muhummad Yamin Khan 1 accept certain poitions, as pro- 
bably you ma> have read from th(* Report regarding the All-Muslim 
Parties’ recommendation 

An Honourable Member They do not accejit anything ? 

Mr M. A. Jinnah What do you accept, can you tell us ? 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan I hope my Honourable friend, who is 
a senior Member of the Hou.se, will not try to interrupt me like this 

Mr M A. Jinnah I was only trying to seek the information, what 
part do you accei^t 1 

Mr Muhsimmad Yamin Khan If my fiieiul will have patience, as 
I have patience when he is speaking, probably he vmII come to kno'w^ 
There are many matters^ I would like to mention here that one of my 
Honourable friend’s demands was for the federal s^Tsttem of Government 
in the centre Of course that principle has been accepted, though not to 
the extent my friend w'anted, but they have laid down the seed, and they 
want to build up a constitution according to that scheme That may be a 
contestable point, but the principle is there, the constitution they have la,id 
down IS there, and the principle they have accepted is acceptable to me 
as well as to my friend, Mr Jinnah. 

Mr. M A. Jinnah , I do not agree with that at all. Bit 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan • That is very unfortunate Then, 
Sir, another point w'hich was acceptable to my friend, Mr Jinnah, was 
the separate reprcKntation of the minorities or of the Mussalmans at least, 
and that has been accepted. 
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Bfr M. A. Jmnah Not as I wanted 

Msr. Muhammad Yamin Khan 8o, Sir, that point has been acceded. 
(Honourable Members ** Question ”) As long as that principle exists 
there, nobody can c'ontest that they have not conceded the principle which 
had been asked for (Laughter ) There may ibe other points which are 
not acceptable to him and to me and to everybody else First of all, Sir, 
to me cdming from the United Provinces, I kno\v that my province laid 
great stress upon a second Chamber and they wanted that there should 
be a second Chamber for the Provincial Legislature Now the Simon Com- 
mission have not accepted it, although the}^ recognize that there ought to 
be one, but they leave it for the future I submit ve cannot accept their 
recommendations, and the second Chamber is essential for a Legislature 
like that of the United ProMiices The scheme for that Chamlier was not 
put forward merely by the Government, but was accepted by all the parties 
concerned in the provinces The Committee from the Provincial Legisla- 
ture, which sat with the Simon Commission to help them, recommended 
that theie ought to. be a second Chamber, and they ha\e conceded this 
point, and they saj , ‘‘ The United Provinces of Agra and Oudh demand 
a second Chamber and we n cognize the necessity of a second Chamber, 
but we are not readv to accede to this request at present ” The material 
point m the first volume contained, I must point out, another point which 
they did not bring out m their second volume, vtz , in the first \olume 
they say that the zemindars and taluqdars are the natural leaders of the 
masses, that the opinion of the former has got a great w'eight m the province 
and they have got gieat influence and the masses follow them as their natu- 
ral leaders, but, still. Sir, when the question comes up m the second volume 
as to whether zemindars and taluqdars should have separate iseats allotted to 
them, they do not see the necessity for that, and this conclusion cannot bo 
accepted by the zemindars and taluqdars and other people who 
have got vested interests m the country I do not see why the Simon 
Commission laid so great stress upon the interests of the commercial 
classes being represented in the Legislatures We have got so many 
different people who come here to represent the interests of commerce only 
The European Group is mostly concerned with the commercial community 
They have got nq othei mteie^t exee])t commerce There aio many other 
people from Bombay, Calcutta and other places who come here to re- 
present commercial interests, but wdiy, Sir, when it is recognized that 
since these classes who have got \ested interests m the country, must be 
given separate representation, the same consideration is not shown to the 
zemindars and taluqdars who have got much larger vested interests than the 
^mercial classes A commercial man may be carrying on his commerce 
tMay m the country and may wund up his business tomorrow and leave 
the country, but the zemindar, wdio owns big areas of land, cannot leave 
the country which is his home in a similar fashion Moreover, when it has 
been recognized that he is the natinal leader, I do not see why he is not 
^ven the same right as is given to the commercial community Here 
Commission T think have failed m their recommendation, 
the recommendatiniLS contained in the second volume of their Report 
they are runing counter to their own arguments contained in their first 


There is. Sir, another point Although they 
tTQUtier tha,t the Noirth-West hVontier Province has 


recognize about the 
got people who are 
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as intelli^^ent as tiie other jK^ople in India, and they recognize a;nd adduce 
arguments by reading which m their first volume one would come to the 
conclusion that the> — at any rate I would have thought so — were going to 
recommend full autonomy for the Noith-West Frontier Province, yft, 
by adducing dfffiTent reasoning in the second volume, they absolutely cotl- 
tradiet their own arguments contained m their first volume on this point 
And then they say that the people who are li\ing m a powder magazine 
cannot light matches for lighting their cigarettes That is an absolutely 
unsound leasoning and c!annot be supported 'by any facts and figures The 
one gie it objection which could have been takm was on the financial 
question Thej recognise that, for internal purposes and for the adminis- 
tration of the piovincc, the ic\enue of the province would suffice It will 
fall short by a verj small sum which can be given by the Central Govern- 
ment The only e\iMmdituu* which is beyoml the levcnues of the North- 
West Front lei Province is toi the Imperial pin poses for which the North- 
We^t Fiontiei Province c<m liave no i(‘sponsihiIity at all That expen- 
diture should he met tioni the C’ential revenues While recognising all 
these factors, tlu'j come to propose a constitution for the Noith-West 
Frontiei Piovincc which, of course, cannot be accepted by that pro\ince, 
and it cannot, I think, b(‘ acceptiMl by India as a whole This House has 
laid great stiess and has p<i,''sed unanimoush a Resolution demanding the 
same constitution for the North-West Frontier Province as is given to the 
other piovinccs in India That Resolution was oven supported by the 
late Lala La j pat Rai and it had this great foice, that the whole political 
India and the people of the North-West Frontier Province aie unanimous in 
demanding a constitution similar to other provinces which is denied by the 
Simon Commission That was the basis of one of the great demands of 
the Mussalmans, because when the Mussalmans thought afbout the federal 
system, the great factor w^as the creation of certain autonomous provinces, 
on which Muslim India could lely But the system wdneh they have 
evolved m the federation, although it wull be improved ui'on in the future, 
IS so dark, that nobody (ian pi edict when it wull mature and when this 
federation will come into shape, as was demanded by my friend, Mr 
Jiimah 

There is^ Sir, another point which cannot be accepted by many people 
m India, and that is a new device of proportionate representation in tjie 
fedeial system whmh thev^ have laid down That is bound to create the 
hame friction in the minds of the Mussaliiidns and the Hindus and will 
also create distuibances toi which they have been trying to seek a remedy 
They recognise the necessitv of separate representation in the Central 
Legislature but it is a fallacious argument when they say that the 
Mussalmans should have a proportionate representation m the Central 
Legislature, but at the isame time they devise means whereby only a 
Miissalman in the 'Pi ovineial LogisJature will v'ote for a Mussalman and a 
Hindu for a Hindu and a, member of the depressed classes for a member of 
the depressed classes When they recognise this principle, then there 
ought to be a se|>arate election and, m fact, there will be a separate elec- 
tion of those people I do not see why these differences have been created 
and dragged into the Provincial Oouncils for the election of the Men^rs 
in the Federal Assembly when people in the Provinciial Councils can live 
very peacefully after they have sought thear election from their constitu- 
encies This IS a seed wdiich wnll bring about conflict of opinion and 
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conflict of mterestb and many people will be dragged into some kind of 
contioveisy, winch will not be desiiabie or healthy m the Piovincial Legis- 
latures 1 would ha\e srtid nolliin^ had tlieie oetii a liiidiiig liiat there 
should be no coinmiuial leiu* s(‘nlation ni the Cential LegisUtuie That 
would have been a veiy slioiig aiyiUMcnt in lav our oi them But, on the 
contiai^, they have haid Ihtd theu ouj^ht to be a sutlicient lepresentation 
ol the iVliissalmans m the couiili> lhe> do lecognise that, m the Federal 
Asseiniiiv, the Mussalmans must b<* sulhcientl> lepieseiited, and they have 
devis<'d the meaius b> whieh lhe> ■siumld come lu tliiough llie Fiovmcial 
CouiieiF This is cii'ating ba<l blood iii the piovinces, wheie the Mussal- 
maiis and Hindus aie woiking side b^ side in gieat coopeiation with each 
olliei 1 111 ink 1113 ['■lovince liris been one ot those pioviiiLes which has set 
up tlu nubii* example' ol how tin. Hindus and the Mussalmans can work 
in the Provincial ('ouncil harmoniously and in collaboiation with each 
other Tliat fact could have been seen liom even the Itepoit ot the Pro- 
vincial (V)inmitlee, which was unanimous J^Aen the liindu members 
Imve supi^oited lire dt maiRp ol the Mussalmans In tact, they have come 
to a unanimous conclusion on this quesiion 

Mr President What about Mr Khan’s minute ot dissent ? 

Mr Muhammad Yamin Khan His note leteis to ceitam points 
which were not the eonimon coiiceiii ol both communitu's On the general 
question, howevei , the Muslim membeis and the Hindu members came to 
tlie same conclusion except on <i tew points 80, 1 do not think this 
devise will create a healthy influence 1 do not like the scheme whereby 
a Mussaliuaii candidate luns only attci the Mussalinan membeis, a Hindu 
member only attei the Hindu membeis and a depiessed class member only 
attei the depressed class mcndieis 1 tad to see the cthcaey of this system 
wlieii the dcquesseil class leiutsentative in the Piovincial Legivslature comes 
by the vote ot the depressed class men as well as ot the caste Hindus It 
will be creating vmv bad blood wluui a depiessed class man will seek bus 
vote only from the depiessed class nuunheis ol the Piovincial Legislatuie 
I think that device will be more liainitul than the sy'stem ot separate 
lepresentation given to the const i/ueneies They have so much magni- 
fied this question ot piopoi t lon.ite \^epiesent«ition in the Piovincial Legis- 
latures that it will spoil absolutelv the haimony which exists at the pre- 
Kent moment in the {iiov hum's hiuI \ think nobod.v can accept this prin- 
ciple By this device ! am sine the lesults which tliev have anticipated 
wull novel be achieved 1 ilmllenge Any body who mainiaiiis that it will 
be possible to acliievc the n suits winch the Simon Commission have con- 
templated Theie is one gieat diawhack in this propoi tionate represent- 
ation from the Provincial Councils, and it is this They presume that 
there will lu' only so iininv oaiididates stamliiig liom one community as 
will be covereil hy then proportionati' repi esentation Supposing ab 
one Provincial Iji'gislatuie there aie onlv ten Mussalinan members and 
the first five votes ean he given to one Muslim candidate and the second 
five votes to the other This can be done only wdien there aie two Muslim 
candidates But it there are tliiee candidates, none of them will be 
elected So, I do not think this device will he a great boon for the minority 
communities One factor that has been recognised by the Simon Commis- 
sion, for which I give tliem great eiedit, is that the problem of India is 
the problem of minorities If the problem of minorities is settled, then 
the question of India's future is settled India can never be bnght unle« 
the minorities in afU the provinces, whoever they^ may be, whether they ar€ 
Muslims, Hindus or Sikhs, feel security at the hand^ of the majorityi. They 
LSOPB(LA) ■ 
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must feel that theii rights will not be tramjded down by any one com- 
munity when they aie in powei and that they will leceive the same con- 
sideration from the majority communities as they expect to be their due 
share If any community has any suspicion in its mind that it will not be 
treated piojierly in lutuie, then it can never dgiee Then theie must be 
a third paity coming up to decide between them iVs long as the majority 
community in every province does not come to undeI^tand that they will 
have to deal wnth the minorities in such a way tliat the minoiities may feel 
secuiity «it then hands, and as long as the majority communities do not 
accede to the demands which the minority communities aic putting for- 
ward, so long will India ncv(*r iinpiovc and will nevci be able to achieve 
what It IS a, lining at TIich* aic all these iiitiicatc juolblems 

Mr President . ilow^ long docs the Honourable Meinbei wish to 
speak ? 

Mr Muhammad Yamin Kha*i 'I'oin n,,!! ',011; Si 

Mr President TIk* I1ou>c snuids ad)oniiH‘d till cie\(Mit o'clock 
tomorrow moining 

'flic A^'senihh then adjoin ned till Eleven of the (dock on Eiiday, the 
nth duly, 1930. 
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MEMBER SWOK\ 
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STATEAIEXT OF Bl SIXESS 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy ( Innidci cd tin* JIniisa' With 
^onl j)( 1 mission Mi PKsnhnit I wish to niaki' <i st.it (nnant cornMnning 
n(‘\r w (M k 's hiisinoss in tins llousa On MondaA (io\ ai nnnnit juopost' 
to put tin* motions inM'ass<ir\ in oidai to p<iss tlu‘ oiticial Bills wlindi 
hue ( oma Ixtoif' tin Assi inhh ,it ona sl,| 0 (‘ oi anotlnn during tli(‘ ))U 

Sint Si ssion First ot <ilE tlnia <n a the E<ia Oass Bill <nid tha Bill 

fill till! to <imand tha Xigotmhla Instiuinants Aat l^Sl Kapoit-^ ot 

tha Salaat ( 'oniniit taas on both tin Bills aia bi toia tha IJonsa Tha otbai 
foul Bills ai(‘ M) tha Bill to <imand tin Induin Foiast \i t B)27, (21 tha 
Bill fuitlni to aniiuid tha Indmn d’ali irraph Aat lS,s"), (1) tha Bill fin* 
thai to fimand tha P>omba\ ('nil ('oiirts Aat, IShd and (1) tha Bill 

fnOhai to amaiid tha Banaias Jfindii I ni\aisit\ Aat, PIT) 

Altai tha laizislatna businass is tinishad on Monihn, I jiroposa td 
mo\a two Kasolutions, both da, ding with diait aoinantions nnida b\ the 
Intarind lonal L,ibimi (hnitannaa ,d its Pith sassion held in rnuHna in 
P120 Tin* fust n‘lat{‘s to tin* piot(‘((ion ,ig,iinst aa(*idants of wmrkrnan 
aniplo^ad in loaded oi unload(*d ships tin* saeond to tha maiking of the 
■weight ot haa^^ packages transpoitid 1)\ \assels 

Tin* IIousi* will also ba asked to (*la(‘t t^\o ot its M(*mbars to be 
inainb(‘rs ot the (h)\aining Bod\ of (ha Indmn Raba<in_h Fund Associa- 
tion Snbp'ct to \oui appro\,d, AIi Prasidant, T jirojiosa that nomirm- 
tions should ba mad<‘ on Moinhn and tha (‘h*ction held, if necessary, on 
Tuesday 

E'lnalh , with ^ oiii ])a] mission Sii I shall mo\(* a Resolution regaid- 
ing tin* axaieisa ot tha edition whnh tha (io\ (‘rnor G(*naral in ronnul 
will shorth ha^a of purchasing the Assam B(*ngal Railway Tha option 
of gning notice of the intention to ]uii chase must be exercised before 
the dlst Dacembai, and it is important that the House should have an 
(tpportunitv of ax]iressmg its opinion 

Tuesdav will be devoted to non official Bills Wednesday and Thuis- 
dav to non-official Resolutions It the Government business is not 
finished on Mondav, Government will ask you to direct that the IIousc 
should sit on Friday, the 18th 
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THE NEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENTS (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Presentation of the Report op the Select Committee 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) Sir, I beg 
to laj' on the table the Report of the Select Committee on the Bilb 
further to amend the Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881, for a ceitain 
purpose 


ELECTION OF THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT 

Mr. President ; More than one Member having been proposed for 
the office of the Deputy President, the House will now proceed to the elec- 
tion by ballot of a Member to fill that office in accordance with the pro\i- 
sions of Standing Order 5 (3) of the Standing Orders of this House The 
names of the candidates proposed, together with the names of their pro- 
posers and seconders, were read out to the House by me yesterday 
Since then Sardar Giilab Singh has intimated to me that he has with- 
drawn his candidature There thus remain the following three candi- 
dates who have been duly proposed and seconded for election 

1 Sir Han Singh Gour 

2 Rao Bahadur M C Rajah 

3 Lieutenant-Colonel H A J Gidney 

The rules regulating the manner in which the ballot shall be held 
have already been circulated to Honourable Members 

Honourable Members w lil now come up to the table and receive the 
ballot papers for the first ballot from the Secretary in the order in which 
I cull their names 

(The ballot was then taken ) 

Mr. President : I hope that votes have been recorded by all Honour- 
able Members who desiied to vote 

(Aftei tiie votes had been counted ) 


Mr. President ; The result of the voting is as follows 


Sir Han Singh Gour 

62 

Lieut -Colonel H A J Gidney 

17 

Rao Bahadur M C Rajah 

15 


As Sir Han Singh Gour has got more than half the total number ot 
\ot(s I declare Sir Han Singh Gour duly elected The approval of 
Ills Excellency the Governor General is necessary by statute foi this 
election and it will be duly sought for 


DEMANDS FOR SUPPLEMENTARY GRANTS— 
Miscellaneous 

Inadequate and Unsatisfactory Suggestions and Recommendations of the 
Indian Statutory Commission 

Mr. President : The House will now resume discussion on the sup- 
plementary grant which was moved by the Honourable Sir George 
Schuster yesterday and on the cut moved by Mian Mohammad Shah 
Nawaz Mr Muhammad Yamin Khan was speaking last and I will now 
call upon him to resume his speech. But before I do so, I would like to 
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inform Honourable Members that there is a desire on the part of a very 
large number of Members to speak on this question Considering that 
there are so many new Members in tha House, who will have only thia 
opportunity of addressing the House, I am very anxious to give an. 
opportunity to as many Members as possible This can only be done if 
Honourable Members would try to restrain themselves in making speeches. 
A-ithough there is no time limit, and I do not want to gag Honour- 
able Members, still I hope that Honourable Members will try to be as 
brief as possible, m order that a larger number of Members may hare 
an oppoitumty of speaking on this subject Mr Muhammad Yamin 
^^han 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Blhan (United Provinces Nominated Non- 
Ofhcial) Sir, I was talking about the problem of minorities yesterday 
when the House adjourned for the day Once it has been found by the 
Simon Commission that the problem of India is the problem of the 
minoiities, and that it should be solved as amicablj- as possible, I sub- 
mit that there cannot be proper progress, proper constitutional progress 
in India as long as the problem of the minonties is not solved Now, 
Sii, as regards the system which has been proposed by the Simon Com- 
mission for representation in the Federal Legislature, that is, the in- 
direct method, although I am in tavour of the indirect method, the 
method which has been recommended is not acceptable to any one. 
They limit the franchise to only a few people, and when they wanted 
that the indirect method should be applied for the election of Members 
to the Federal Assembly by Provincial Legislative Councils, they had 
a (lilhculty before them That difficulty was that in certain Councils 
certain communities had a veiv limited number of their representatives, 
and it would not have been advisable to suggest that ten persons should 
elect two representatives of tlieii own community for the Federal 
Assembly They laboured under that difficulty and they proposed that 
the entire Council should send representatives to the federal Assembly 
At Ihe same time they should have realised that it would be impossible 
and impracticable for the entire Council to vote and send people who 
might be considered true lepresontatives of the communities coming up 
in the Provincial Councils through the separate electorates They 
realised that Members of particular communities should vote for their 
own re]u e^entatn es But the\ could not sugGfcst it because they knew 
there w'oukl be few voters of each community in the Councils of the pro- 
vinces and ttiey did not want to limit the franchise in such a way that it 
^ould m^ke their suggestion ridiculous if they had proposed it In trying 
to avoid the impression in the eves of the public that their suggestion was 
riditulous, the> have proposed a scheme which cannot be acceptable to 
any one If an indirect method had to be sought, they could have given 
wider rcpi esentation even there Why should not the members of the 
Municipal Boards and District Boards, who come up from different consti- 
tuencies, be included in the list of voters in the scheme of indirect elec- 
tion ? They play the part of representatives of certain constituencies in a 
limited sphere Why should they not be allowed to come up and have a 
choice m the selection of yie Member who comes to the Federal Assembly f 
There may be others under this method, like the members of the Courts of 
the Universily. There may be a wider franchise for this than that for 
the Provincial Councils They knew that the proposal which they ,wer^ 
putting forward must be disguised m such a way that it might look 
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a practical proposition It is a practical proposition only in theory, 
t 111 practice it is not a practical proposition at all As far as I have 
thrred the views of a majority of the people in India, their view's are 
posed to this system and they will never accept the recommendation 
iich has been put forward for the election of the Federal Assembly, as 
n been suggested by the Simon Commission There may be a direct 
mdir 4 »cl method I would much like the indirect method but not in 
» wij suggested by the Commission Undoubtedly everybody wants 
it tne qualifications of the people, who want to seek election to the 
‘•.emhlv, must be higher than what are generally accepted as sufficient 
■ the Provincial Council, but we cannot discuss that question now' be- 
ise it will be framed in the rules that will be made under the const i- 
lon 

The second point is about the Council of State Uere I think they 
ro iii a difficulty to make any suggestion at all They did not know what 
say They w'anted to say something They wanted to say something 
ferent from the present constitution While labouring under that idea, 
y put up a suggestion which is novel and which I think is absolutely 
icceptable to anybody Tn a bicameral system, if there is ^ election 
indirect method to one House, certainly there ought to be representa- 
a by direct election in the other House They ought to have proposed 
the Assembly a direct election and for the Council of State an indiiect 
•tioii But while they have suggested that theie should be an indirect 
•tion to Ihe Federal Assembly, they thought, as the Council of State 
roiiig to be a revising chamber, that they could not possibly suggest 
irect election there and they had no idea at all as to what to suggest 
y found no fault whatevei with the present system of election and the 
stituencies of the Council of State, and unless they have shown any 
il ground tor changing the present system, the change they have sug- 
ed cannot be accepted I think the present constitution of and the 
hod of election tor the Council of State is quite satisfactory and that 
;t continue if the Council of State exists at all Taking away the 
it of vote from the people to elect to the Council of State cannot be 
pted by any one, and I think this suggestion about the Council of 
e should be absolutely done away with and the Council of State 
lid remain as it is. 

About the reserved powers of the Governors That is a debatable 
>tion My friend Mr Shah Nawaz does not agree with that He only 
es with a limited portion of that I find that the United Provinces 
/inoial Committee have recommended that the Governor should have 
iderable reserve power. That is reported in the Simon Commission’s 
art and they laid great stress upon this This was an unanimous 
testion of the United Provinces Provincial Committee and I whole- 
tedly agree that the Governor should have considerable reserve powers 
ae provinces, because India at present is changing from a bureaucratic 
into a democracy Formerly we were accustomed to autocracy 
, we have bureaucracy, and in future we will have democracy Until 
he eomm unities are accustomed to the democj^atic ideas, we will re- 
e, during the transition period, that the Governor should have ex- 
IV e reserve powers which will mean the protection of those interests 
K cannot be protected m the provinces in any o^er way, and unless 
Glovernor has got considerable power, there will be many communitiea 
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\vhKh will not get the proper protection which they can get if the Gov- 
ernor enjoys those powers, and I think most of the people in my province 
whole-heartedly support the idea of giving those powers which have been 
suggested by the Simon Commission 

There is another point about the Arm> 1 think no Indian in the 
House can agree to the suggestion which has been put forward about the 
Army In 1923 I moved a dehnite Resolution in the Assembly about the 
Indianisation of the Indian army and my suggestion seven years ago was 
that the Indian regiments should be officered by the Indians in future, 
and the ^jstem which I proposed at that time was to fill up all new places 
of offieeis as they fell vacant bv the appointment of Indian officers and 
that Indians should be given the King's Commission in such number 
as might be required by the vacancies that occurred If that principle had 
be^n ac<‘epted seven years ago, w^e would have made considerable progress 
m 1930, but unfortunately, as the Assembly w^as about to pass my Reso- 
lution by a large majority, tin* announcement came from IIis Excellency 
the late Loid Rawlinson that eight units were going to be Indianised at 
once That took away my votes, Init I thought, even at that time, the best 
solution was not the one which had been suggested, and that it would 
not be accepted by Indians in future at all That system of separating 
the eight units was not really the proper solution for the problem which 
we have to face There ought to have been no separation of any units, 
but theie ought to have been new ranks filled up by Indian officers, who 
would have W'orked under European officers and inherited the tradi- 
tions of those offieeis, which thej* have kept in their regiments, and they, 
after having enjoyed the confidence of the men and the officers, would 
have been useful officers and w'ould have kept up the same traditions 
which had been kept up by European officers in Indian regiments But 
that system was not accepted at that time, and I think it is time now that 
an effort be made in this direction That would eliminate greatly the feelr 
mg existing at present in India While I still think that the retention 
of Biitish regiments in India is absolutely necessary for keeping the peace 
in India, urdess and until the dilleient communities living in India find 
their own soluiion and give up their communal riots and communal dis- 
turbances and have got confidence m one another and learn to live peace- 
fully, as they Uvsed to do in the past, unless and until that time comes, the 
retention of British regiments is absolutely necessary But there is no 
reason whatsoever why the Indian regiments should not be officered by 
Indians Ihcre have been in the past many officers who have taken a glo- 
iious part ID the conquests on many fields m many countries, and their 
children are living today who ha\e inheiited the same feeling, and such 
people can be greatly useful as officers e\en toda> The military classes 
in India and the sons of propel 1> educated Indians of the martial classes 
are second to none and can lead their men m the same efficacious manner 
as any Euiopean can do, and this has been proved on the battlefields of 
France, Mesopotamia, Egypt, Palestine and other places, — that Indian 
officers worked in the same way as European officers on those fields and 
ha\e pro\ed their worth, and I do not see any reason why they should be 
denied altogether the right of officering their own regiments Every Indian 
hegimeht, whether it is infantry, cavalry, or artillery, should be officered 
by Indians I think in all units, and iti the Air Force also there should be 
Indian officers ; there should be a policy adopted that m the shortest period 
thej' must be all Indianised , and if an effort is made in that direotioo 
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and it IS shown to India that such an effort is seriously being made, 
that will bring peace and quiet, and that will show that the British Gov- 
crnmeid me not simply trying to postpone the day on which it could 
be really ‘^aid that Indians had got the confidence of the British Go%ern- 
ment At present there is a feeling in the minds of many Indians, and 
especially amongst the maitial classes, that they are not properly treated, 
that they do not enjoy the same confidence as is reposed by the British 
Government in the British officers Once the principle I have advocated 
Is ado])t(d, that will eliminate many controversial questions and India will 
progress, and those Indian people, who are agitating today, probably will 
find that they ha\e no cause which can be supported by anyone if this 
principle is conceded b}' the But’sli Government I think the policy about 
the Aimy should be changed at once and there should be a principle laid 
down in the constitution that, in the nearest future and shortest period, all 
Indian legiments should be Indianised absolutely and should be officered by 
Indians alone 

Now I shall come to the last point about the Round Table Confer- 
ence. We have had people coming up here who have sat for a long 
time and met at different places under the name of the Patro Committee 
That was a kind of Round Table Conference of all political parties (Hear, 
hear ) You may sa> they wove not representative, that thev were not 
elected by their people , but of course some people who thought they 
were the lep^esentatives of their community met, and they thought that 
they might go on and talk and find out a certain solution betw-een them- 
selves Well, these self-styled representatives of India met in different 
places and came to no conclusion at all E\ery community was putting 
up Its own demands, and the other community was reluctant to concede 
the demands of the other community They wanted to see things from 
then own angle of \ision and they did not like to see them fiom the angle 
of vision of the other community , and if the Round Table C'onference is 
going to bi' composed of such people, v^ho cannot come to any conclusion, 
T think it would be the laughing-stock of everybody, and if Indian leaders 
of the Patio Committee are being laughed at today m Jndia, then the 
whole of Plurope and the whole world wnll laugh at the whole of India 
tomorrow when these rejiresentatives at the Conference will come to no 
conclusion and no solution Then they will not have the audacity to claim 
to have put forward any constructive proposals , they will be weak and 
led by the people instead of their leading the people We want such people 
to go to the Round Table (inference who can lead the people and w^ho will 
not be led by the sentiments of the masses, who can eome to a certain 
agreement between themselves We want such people to go to the Round 
Table Conference as will be ready to see the other peoples’ point of view, 
as will bo ready to grasp the true situation in India, and as will not be 
trying simpl,^ to get the upperhand for their own community 

An Honourable Member How to discover that ? 

Mr Muhammad Tamin Khan .* That will have to be seen If the 
leaders on the other hand behavo like advocates of their own communities 
only and talk on behalf of their own communities only, then they will be 
unable to come to any conclusion whatsoever (Hear, hear ) That is the 
point. As I have said, the problem of India is the problem of the mino- 
rities (Hear hear ) When people ean appreciate the rights and privi- 
leges of the minorities, as asked for by them, when they can see that these 
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nght.5 and privileges are not jeopardised, then and then alone can there 
be a proper solution of this problem , otherwise you will make yotirself 
a laughing-stock before the whole country^ and whatever prestige India 
has got today will vanish in the eyes of the nations of the world when 
they come to know that these so-called representatives of India cannot 
come to any agreement whatsoever Each man will be fighting 

Mr. President • I hope the Honourable Member will avoid repeti- 
tion 

Mr Muhammad Yamin Khan Now, Sir, the conclusion I come 
to, and which I ask the House to consider, is that all persons w^ho seek to 
represent India at the Round Table Conference should meet in India 
before proceeding to England, and only if they can come to conclusions 
here in India, should they seek to proceed to England If they do not 
come to any conclusion heie, then it is useless for them, unless of course 
th^y lie desirous of making a trip there and of having enjoyment at the 
public expense (Hear hear ) That is the point I know there are 
many people who would he very anxious to go there The Central Com- 
mittee had been denounced by many people even here in this House. How 
then can those very people who denounced the Central Committee on the 
score that they did not represent them, now seek to go to the Round Table 
Confeience and say that they are the representatives of India at all f 

An Honourable Member They are not going. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan How can anybody who did not 
take pait in the selection of the peisonnel of the Central Committee have 
the decency of accepting, even now, an offer of invitation to the Round 
Ta])]e Confeience f But if he e\en chooses to go there, then I will sug- 
12 Nook. should, by his action and not 

by word, prove that he is a sincere well wisher 
of Ind]ci tjiid IS not a man who tiies by crookedness to get power for his 
own community at the expense of otheis 

Mr. President Probably the Honourable Member is now going 
into very minute details 

Mr Muhammad Yamin Khan I bow to the ruling of the Chair 
that I am now^ goincr into the details, but I shall try to avoid them 

Now, Sir, my point is that, as I have laid stress on the question of 
the zemindars, T will suggest to the Government that nothing can be accep- 
table to the zemindars unless and until, m the Round Table Conference, 
there IS a jiroportion of the zemindars to the extent to w^hich they wueld 
influence These zemindars are the only responsible people who can come 
to any agreement, and among them there is the least communal feeling 
at the presoi't moment They can certainly come to an agreement very 
easily, as compared to the other classes. Sir, seven-eighths of the popula- 
tion of India depend entirely on agriculture and therefore, in the Round 
Table Conference, the proportion of the people who will represent agri- 
cultural interests must also be the same Of course, Government should 
see that such people are the natural leaders of the people If this is 
not done, then there is a danger that the Round Table Conference may 
be donouncetl as an unrepresentative body and therefore their decision 
and agreement cannot be binding upon that community With these 
words, I support the cut which has b^n moved by my friend Mr Shah 
Nawaz 
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OhaBanfar Ali Khan (North Punjab Muhammadan) : Su*, 
while 1 fully appreciate and acknowledge the arguments advanced by the 
Leader of my Party and some other leading Members on this side that it 
was not appropriate to raise this discussion on the Simon Commission’s 
Report in connection with the Demand for Grant for the Round Table 
Conference, looking at it from another point of \iew, I think my friend 
Mr Shah Nawaz has done some service by providing this opportunity. 
The only conclusion we can draw trom the result ot the voting on this 
amendment, which 1 am sure will be unanimously cairied, is that the 
amount ot disappointment and resentment paused by the publication of 
the Simon Commission’s Report is so wide that a mere apprehension in 
the minds of certain Members that this document may possibly form part 
ot the material to be placed before the Round Table Conference, they have 
decided to repudiate it unanimously I say this motion will be carried 
unanimously because the wording of the amendment is so modest that I 
do not thinlc there is any Member in this House who would like to commit 
himself to the converse of what is contained in the amendment Even the 
l&Jteanry Benches, I am sure, would not oppose this amendment and thus 
Indirectly commit themselves to the principle that they regard the recom- 
mendations contained in the ISimon Commission’s Report as adequate and 
satisfactory, and thus practically contradict w^hat is contained in His 
Excellency’s speech 

Now, Sir, I will try to act according to the advice given by you, name- 
ly, that we should confine our remarks to the principles of the Simon Com- 
mission’s Report Sir, the first thing which, with your permission, I want 
to point out IS that every section of the House has been working tor one 
object mth regard to the future constitution, and it is that the constitu- 
tion should be based on such lines that it should automatically lead them 
to full responsible government within a reasonable period, subject to certain 
conditions, and that it should not be necessary, at the end of a short 
time, to appoint other Commissions and hold more inquiries and get more 
statutes passed by Parliament Now, in this connection, if we turn to 
page 7 of the Simon Commission’s Report, we find that, while criticising 
the 10 vcais’ limit, they themselves say that the constitution which they 
are giving us is of such a nature that the object now to be aimed at is r 
reformed constitution which will not necessarily require revasion at 
stipulated intervals but w^hich wull provide opportunities for natural 
development Now, T have very carefully gone through the various pro- 
posals contained in that Report and I have not been able to understand by 
what moans India, through the constitution recommended by the Simon 
Commission, can achieve that end within any humanly foreseeable 
period It IS very difficult to reconcile this statement of the Simon Com- 
mission with another paragraph which occurs in the same Report on the 
next page, wherein they say 



So, they themselves acknowledge that they have failed to give a constitu- 
tion which would automatically lead ua to the achievement of responsible 
government within a definite period responsible 
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Now, 8ir, my second objection to the Report is with regard to the 
provincial autonomy which they claim to have bestowed upon the various 
provinces Now, what does that autonomy come to if ve examine it rather 
closely ? If we consider the innumerable restrictions placed on the powers 
of the Legislature and the overriding powers vested in the Governor, we 
come to the conclusion that this provincial autonomy does not lead us any- 
wheie Our experience shows that, in the modern democratic constitu- 
tions, where the elected Presidents have been vested with enlarged powers, 
it has been found that this procedure, instead of stabilizing the democratic 
form of government, has substituted a dictatorship What would be the 
result if such enlarged and enhanced powers are vested in a Governor ? 
Secondly, let us look at the constitution of the Cabinet The Governor 
may call upon certain officials to become members of the Cabinet He 
may call upon certain other Members from whatever group he likes to 
come and assume the responsibility of Ministers Now, it is an admitted 
fact that, if the Government or the Cabinet is so constituted that the 
coalition consists of various ho.stile gioups, then it is impossible to expect 
that they will be able to adopt an> creative policy As long as such condi- 
tions remain in an> constitution, it will be found absolutely unworkable 
Now, again, while they have agreed to transfer the portfolio of Law and 
Order to the popular control, while discussing the military policy, they say 
that the troops will be put under the charge of the Imperial Government 
and the Member in charge of Law and Order, if he w’ants the assistance 
of the military to quell any internal disturbances, shall have no right to 
call for the troops but shall have to apply to the Governor The Governor 
will then hold an inquiry, and if he is satisfied that it is necessary to send 
military aid, he may recommend to the Imperial Government to lend the 
troops If that is the limit of power wffiich is intended to be given to the 
Minister for Law and Older, who will be lespomuble to the legislature, 
it will be impossible to expect that he will be able to run the Government 
efficiently 

Now, Sir, there is only one other point about the Simon C’ommission 's 
Report and I will finish with that, and that is with regard to the Central 
Government The Commissioners themselves say that they do not want , 
to give any enhanced powers to the Central Government The chief 
argument wffiich thev have given for taking away the military entirely 
from the control of the Governor General, is based on the fact" that they 
do not want to introduce diarchy in the Central Government, because a 
thing which they have found to be unsuitable for the Provinces they cannot 
now very well recommend for the Central Legislature I could have seen 
the force of this argument if all the other Departments under the Central 
Oovernment were transferred to the control of Ministers responsible to the 
Legislature, but if there is not a single Department or portfolio which is 
going to be transferred to any Minister responsible to the Legislature, then 
how does this argument come in t Therefore, we are unable to find what 
exactly is the policy behind this suggestion of taking away the Army from 
the control of the Governor General in CounciL 

Then, Sir, my Honourable friend, Mr Yamin Khan, in the first 
volume of his speech (Laughter ) yesterday, said that there were certain 
proposals contained in the Simon Commission's Report which may be 
hccepfable to few of us on this side As typical instances, he mentioned 
the federal system and the separate electorates As far as the federal 
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system ot Goveinment is concerned, if we see the Report of the Commis- 
sion, we find that one of the mam reasons why they have recommended a 
federal system is contained in page 15 of the second volume of the Report, 
wherein they say, “ There is the wish of certain minority communities to 
t.ike full advantage of their local majorities where these exist 

An Honourable Member : In which volume t 

Baja Ghazanfar Ali Khan ; This is not m the first volume, which 
contains only maps and figures It is in the second volume Now, Sir, on 
the other hand we find that there is not a single province in India w^hich, 
according to the recommendation of the Simon Commission, will give a 
majority to a minority community Our chief object in asking for a 
federal form of government was really this, that the minority com- 
munities, at least in those few provinces where they are in a majoiity, 
should have the privilege of commanding a majority, while the Simon 
Commission’s Report does not give a majority to any minority community 
in any province Is this the federal system of government which my 
Honourable friend desired ? Or is this the form of gbVernment which any 
of us desired ? 

Then, Sir, turning to the question of separate electorates, everybody 
will agree that a separate electorate is after all a means to an end It 
IS not an end in itself (Hear, hear ) Aie we prepared to accept separate 
electorates on the condition that w^e reduce ourselves to a minority in the 
prov'uces, whcie we are in a majority ? And that is w^hat the Simon Com- 
mission gives us In the Punjab, in Bengal, w^here we are in a majority, 
according to the recommendations of the Simon Commission’s Report, we 
are reduced to a minority Now', what consolation can separate electorates 
give us if these recommendations are given effect to and we find ourselves 
helpless m every province The only province where, in spite of the 
Simon Commission’s Report, or m spite of anybody, we could be in a 
majority is the Noith West Frontier Province, and what foim of govern- 
ment have they recommended for the Frontier Province ^ Is that the 
form of government which was desired by my Honourable friends, or is 
that the form of government w'hich anybody belonging to any political 
thought in India desired ? If not, then, what is there in the Simon Com- 
mission’s Report which can be acceptable to any Member on this side of the 
House y 

Now, Sir, leaving the que«ition of the Simon Commission’s Report at 
thdt, T would just make a few observations with regard to the Round Table 
Conference Sir, it is impossible to discuss this question w'lthout taking 
notice of what has happened in India during the last three months It is 
really very regrettable and unfortunate that some of our countrymen, the 
Congress Party, should have decided not to participate in the delibera- 
tions of this Conference Although I am of opinion that, even if the 
Congress is left out, the other delegates who will be going to the Round 
Table Conference do represent a fairly large section of public opinion* 
particularlv that section who have got large stakes and interests in the 
country, although this class may not be as vocal as the other parties 
Nevertheless we cannot deny that, without the Congress participating in 
the Round Table Conference, the Conference would not be as much repre- 
sentative as it would be otherwise. Therefore naturally it shoidd be the 
desire of every Indian to pray a^pd strive. . . 
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Mr 0. 8. Ranga Iyer (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) lias the Congress not a stake in the country t 

Baja Gbasanfar Ali Khan : This was not the question I was discuss^ 

mg What I was saying was that naturally any Conference which also 
contained the representatives of the Congress uould be more representative 
than it would be otherwise (Heai, heai.) Therefore naturally it should 
be the desire of every one m this House to strive in his own humble way 
to persuade our friends to give up the course which they have adopted and 
to take part in this Conference 

Now, Sir, I think there can be no two opinions that the object is 
common, the object of the Round Table Conference and the object of the 
Congress activities are the same Both are intending to get a scheme 
for India which would make India an equal partner in the British Com- 
monwealth If that IS the object before us, is it not possible still to co- 
operate and to give up the method which they have so far adopted, when 
we all agree that that method is not going to lead us to any constructive 
results ? 

An Honourable Member : Question 

Baja Qhazanfar All Khan : The Honourable Member may questioDr 
it, but I am strongly of opinion that those of us, who are aspiring to take 
charge of this machinery of Government, which we now find in the hands 
of others, would naturally desire that we should take charge of this 
machinery while it is in running oider and while it is in working condi- 
tion, and not w^hen it has been absolutely ruined and wrecked by our own 
hands I can assure you that, once the passions and the feelings of the 
masses have been roused, and the respect which they entertain for law" is 
gone, whoever may be the party in power, they will find it very difficult 
to restoie that feeling (Hear, hear ) Tlierefore, Sir, all who have got 
the betteiment and welfare of the country at heart wull not shirk from 
taking courage and putting their case before the Round Table Conference 
in as reasonable a w^ay as they can possibly do On the other hand, I am 
absolutely certain that a sympathetic friend of India like His Excellency 
Lord Irwin would not hesitate to withdraw all the repressive measures 
which, I am sure, he had promulgated against his will, because as long as 
Government is to remain in the country', they have got to carry on, w"hat- 
ever the legal means they may ha\e to adopt I am also certain that, as 
far as the question of releasing the piisoners is conceined, the Government 
would only be too glad to create a teeling of friendship in the country 
which IS so essential for the successful termination of the Round Table 
Conference. 

Then, Sir, another question which is of very grave importance is the 
united front which Indians must offer in the Round Table Conference if 
they really desire to achieve some lesults, and the only hope of achieving 
that end lies w"ith the leaders who will go there, if only they would 
show courage to speak out their honest opinions without canng what one 
or the other party might say And after they have agreed to some conclu- 
sions, they should have the courage to fight for the adoption of those by 
their parties. 

The two obstacles upon which too much emphasis has been laid by the 
f^imon Commission, as well as by other persons, who are not very anxious 
to givef'fndia her rights, are the minority question and the question of 
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Indian States About the minorities I can assure you, Sir, and 1 can 
fissure my tiiends that I am voicing the sentiments of all my friends, 
when I say that the I\Iuhammadans are more anxious than any other com- 
munity to get then full share in the responsible government of India and to 
see that Dominion Status is gi\en with necessary safeguards at an early date 
O’hough they might be in a minority in certain provinces they would not 
stand in the way of the other communities enjoying their majority pro- 
vided the other communities are broad-minded enough to see that when 
they may happen to be in a majority they should not stand in their way 
As regards Indian States, the leading Princes have already expressed 
their MOWS through the Princes Chamber that they aie agreeable lo 
British India getting Dominion Status I am suie, now that the time has 
come to give practical proof of their sympathy with the welfare of their 
country, they will co-operate actively with the British Indian leaders and 
wnll certainly not hesitate to agree to a settlement which vmU lead to the 
betteimeni ot the Motherland and will not be influenced by the small 
considerations ot mdniduals 

Mr R. B Sarma (Bengal Nominated Non-Official) Mr President, 
I strongly oppose the motion for the cut of my Honourable friend Mr Shah 
Nawaz, because to my mind there is no sense in that motion 1 know. Sir, 
that the remaiks I make will not be acceptable to a section ot the House 
1 think that alieady much time has been wasted on this debate, and I 
hope no more time will be wasted by unnecessaiy interruptions I must 
confess — and 1 hojie 1 will not be misunderstood by those who have already 
taken part in the debate — that during the last 12 months that I have 
been a Member of this House I have never listened to a more purposeless, 
meaningless, futile, and theiefore in its total effect most mischievous, debate 
than what I have listened to in the last 24 hours The debate is bound 
to create a most disastious effect outside the country 1 cannot persuade 
myself to appreciate w^hat this particular cut has got to do with the Round 
Table Conference I could understand a cut of Rs 100 if the personnel 
of the Round Table Conference had been announced and considered un- 
satisfactory by this House 

llfr Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) Are you sure of your nomination 1 

Mr. B. 8. Sarma : No, Sir I am not going there You may take it 
from me that I am a very humble individual and I do not aspire to that 
honour 

If the personnel of the Round Table Conference had been announced 
and considered unsatisfactory by this House, there might have been some 
justification tor a cut of this nature ; or there might have been a motion 
that ^0 much money should not be spent upon this delegation, or that the 
demociatic representatives, wffio are going from a poor country like India 
to settle the future constitution of this country, should not have the luxury 
oLf 1 should go as deck passengers 1 That 

attitude I could reall> appreciate, but I certainly cannot understand what 
wl gfot to do witk the Round Table Conference at all 

to give any imporfance to the Simon Report, bifl^s Miss 
Mayo s book was advertised, so it is the people who do not w^ant the Simon 
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lieport who have been giving importance to that Report. In this connec- 
tion, I must say that I was amazed yesterday that so shrewd and eminent 
an advocate as Mi Jinnah should have drawn conclusions from his own 
arguments v\hich did not lead to those conclusions lie was developing 
a line of argument yesterday to which I listened with great respect, and 
I thought that the conclusion ot Ins aiguments would be that, for the 
particular reasons that he advanced, he was going to oppose the cut and 
support the original motion He himself said that he did not care at all 
lor the Simon Report lie said that he would discuss the implications of 
that Report at the proper time and analyse it at the Round Table Con- 
ference He said that the Viceroy himself had declared that the Simon 
Report would probably be one of the Reports that w^oiild be considered 
at the Round Table Conference If the Simon Report is one of the Reports 
that will be before the Round Table Conference, 1 think it is possible and 
probable that the Nehru Report itself will be one of the Reports, and Sir 
Muhammad ShafHs memorandum will be one of the Reports that will be 
considered at the Round Table Confeience , and with equal justification 
and equal relevancy, an> Member can bring a cut of Rs 100 for the 
purpose of discussing the recommendations of the Nehru Report I think 
it will be ridiculous at this stage to carry on a discussion on either the 
Shafi memorandum or the Nehru Report 

Mr M A Jinnah (Bombay City Muhammadan Urban) Sir, may I 
explain my position to the Honourable Member ^ I think he has mis- 
understood me I said that the motion for this cut w^as entirely out of 
order in my humble opinion , but since it w^as before the House I must, 
if I was forced to vote, vote in favour of this cut because I was already 
of opinion that the Simon Report w^as not acceptable to India 

Mr. R S Sarma : The statement of Mr Jinnah has added to my 
amazement, because ot the very fact that the Simon Report has nothing 
whatever to do with the Round Table Conference If, as he himself sug- 
gested yesteiday in the course of his speech, there had been a clear-cut 
Resolution to discuss the recommendations of the Simon Report, I could 
understand the attitude he has taken But to my mind it has nothing 
to do at all with the Conference, and as such I expected from his line of 
argument that he w^ould draw the conclusion that w^e must support the 
original motion and not the cut 

Sir, I myself said that more time should not be w^asted on this debate, 
and therefore I will take only a minute more to ref^r to a statement made 
by my new nominated colleague Mr Sen In the very admirable maiden 
effort tha^t he made yesterday, he showed that he has inherited from his 
great leader and chief, whom he has replaced in this House, Mr K C 
Roy, the qualities of prudence, wisdom, tact and wwldly-mmdedness in 
such a measure as to keep the Treasury Benches as well as the Congressmen 
m good humour ! After paying a well merited tribute to the Viceroy aild 
the Civil Service, he made a passionate appeal to the Treasury Benches 
yesterday to pursue a policy of conciliation 
Mr. 0. S Bitiifa Iyer ; Why not ? 

!Mr B 8. Sii^nxia. ; Is there auy need to o^fer any advice to the Govern- 
ment of Lord Irwm after the cjear statement aud atmounoement of policy 
that His Excellency made in this House day before yesterday f Behind 
the sta^«^ht of His Excellency the Viceroy there is a boundle^ love of 
India ; ^re is a grim determination to advance India the line of 
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belf-government , there is a passionate plea for conciliation and goodwill, 
and I think it is unnecessary to offer this advice On the other hand I 
honestly feel that, after the most conciliatory policy enunciated by His 
Excellency the Viceroy the day before yesterddj, it is the clear duty of 
Members of this House, who call themselves public men, to go into the 
country and tell our countrymen not to pursue the mad folly of civil 
disobedience, and as my Honourable friend, Sir C P. Ramaswami Ayyar 
said ypsteiday, to go to the London Conference and try to get what they 
want b\ argument, which they are now trying to get by other 
means 

In conclusion, Sir, I would say this to those Benches My Honourable 
friend, Mr Jinnah, said to these Benches yesterday as a warning, “ Play 
fair ” I will say the same to the leaders opposite, “ Play the game and 
leave the rest in the hands of Lord Irwin, who by the common consent of 
friends and foes alike is considered today as God's greatest gift to this 
country at this critical juncture ” 

BIr 0 S Ranga Iyer : Sir, the Honourable the Nominated Member 
has spoken 

Blr B 8. Sarma : On a point of order. Sir The Honourable MenL- 
ber is repeating a joke that has been repeated half a dozen times and I 
want to know whether this repetition is in order 

Mr President : Repetition of jokes is not out of order. (Laughter ) 

Mr 0. 8 Banga Iyer • Truth, says Professor Max Muller, must 
be repeated, though this is the first time that I use the expression with 
logard to the Honourable Member for the Imperial Secretariat 
(Laughter ) I thought he was an Honourable Member for somew^here else 

It IS 'Very impertinent, Sir, for an Honourable Member who has no 
constituency to face to come and tell us what we should do and what we 
should not do It is very impertinent, Sir, for the gentleman to charac- 
terise this debate as “mischievous^' It is, in the first place, an im- 
pertinent attack on those who are responsible for initiating this debate, 
that IS, the gentlemen to whom he owes his nomination to this House 
(Laughter ) We did not ask for this debate If it is “ mischievous 
the mischief lies entiieh on the shoulders of those who brought him into 
this House , and if he presumes that our contribution of a little wisdom 
to this debate is “ mlschle^ous ", I think he is talking through his hat ; 
he has no business to say that about this debate, which is one of the most 
important debates held in this year, including the discussions of the Delhi 
Session — it is an important debate, a Report of which I hope will be duly 
submitted by the Government ot Lord Irwin to His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment , it IS a debate by way of which the Government have come to us 
and asked ua to vote for the expenses of the lepresentatives of this country 
going to the Round Table Conference , and here is a gentleman who 
advises the Government that His Majesty’s nominees, representing the 
Indian nation, should travel by I do^not know what class he has in rSwi — 
that perhaps they should not have the luxury of a P. & 0 first class, 
{A voice ‘ “ He said they might go as deck passengers *’ ) Sir, 1 know of 
one man m India, about whom even Raja Ghazanfar All l^an wiU not 
dispute as having a stake in the counti^ — I know of one man who never 
indulged in the luxury of a P & 0 first class, and that gentleBpte. today 
is one of His Majesty’s guests in the Yerrawada prison — ^the greatest man 
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m the world today — but who has travelled as a deck passenger , and 
when an invitation is issued to him, as it must be in the fulness of time 
if the Indian dispute is to be ended, then I believe he may reject the 
Government's offer of a P & O first class But, Sir, it is very remark- 
able that a gentleman with the views and practices to which the Honour- 
able Member, let us presume, is addicted, namely, luxurious habits — and 
I do not consider them to be very bad habits. . 

BIr R S. Sharma : On a point of personal explanation, Sir I 
ne\er suggested that such facilities should not be given I merely said 
that the cut could be discussed on the ground that so much money can- 
not be spent. I cannot understand the Honour^able Member’s reference. 

Mr. 0 8 Ranga Iyer : I am not concerned with what he can under- 
stand or what he cannot understand, but I say that the Government are 
acting according to their own wisdom in the matter The leaders of the 
Irish movement were brought to England in His Majesty’s saloons — 
Michael Collins and Arthur Griffith I am not in the confidence of the 
Government, but I believe that they propose to extend the luxury of a 
first class P & O though Honourable Members like my Honourable friend, 
Sir C P Raraaswami Ayyar who, by the way, has very little time to 
spare, might like to travel by air Sir, we are not today discussing 
the point about luxuries and about what are luxuries and what are not 
luxuries 

The Honourable Member then referred to the Honourable the Leader 
of the Independent Party I am sure he did not listen to the speech of 
the Honourable Mr Jinnah We on this side of the House are perfectly 
in agreement with him What he said was — and it is necessary to repeat 
what he said in order to show what the position exactly is — what he said 
was 

Bfr President : Order, order Today being Junta, I would like to 
adjourn the House after ten minutes , and so I would request the 
Honourable Member to conclude his speech within ten minutes 

Mr C. S Ranga Iyer : I shall try my best. Sir, to conclude in ten 
minutes, but the act of speaking sets the mind thinking (Laughter ) and 
as I want to dispose of the arguments already mentioned before develop- 
ing my own point of view, I am afraid I may take another additional 
twenty-five minutes , but. Sir, if I had this intimation before, I might 
have Ignored the previous Member altogether (Laughter ) Sir, it is 
a very essential point that the Honourable the Leader of the Independent 
Paity has placed before this House We did not want a debate on the 
Simon Report Perhaps some of us had not read it, though we might not 
think it “ very criminal ” — as an acting Congress President, since 
’pcarceiated, put it — to read the Simon Report We might like to read 
it with a view to combat the tactics of our enemies , and undoubtedly 
Sir John Simon is one of them, for he has contributed his best to destroy 
the effect of the Irwin Proclamation , he has not only omitted it from the 
papers published with bis Report, but avoided the use of the expression 
Dominion Status in that Report I emphasise the word Status , 
for I was present at the debate, even as Sir John Simon was present, 
m the House of Lords Both of us were witnesses of that debate, although 
loth 6f us were not Members of that House. (Laughter ) He was in his 
place a Member of the House of Commons and I was m my place as a 
member of the Empire Parliamentary Association , and, Sir, the word 
that was emphasised in the debate by Lord Birkenhead and other 
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speakera, including an eic-Lord Chief Justice and ea;-Viceroy, who at 
least ought to have known better, the word that was emphasised was 
“status , and if you read the Report of the House of Lords on that 
debate, you will find the word “ status ** italicised in that Report As 
Honourable Members are aware these italics are put not so much by the 
Reporter, as by the gentleman who revises the report There is a great 
deal of difference between Dominion Status and Dominion form of 
Government Lawyers know what fundamental difference there is between 
those two words However, Sir, Sir John Simon has avoided the former 
expression and what India demands is Dominion Status , and if 
Dominion Status is not granted you know what India — or that part of 
India which is absurdly supposed not to have a stake m the country — 
18 going to do , and it may not be very long before the other part pre- 
pares itself to march alongside that part of India which is fighting for 
India’s rights (Hear, hear ) Today we are taking our stand ou 
Dominion Status , the Viceroy has promised it , His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment have promised it , Lord Birkenhead »n ea^-Secretary of State for 
India, one of His Majesty’s MinLsters, has repudiated it in language the 
severity of which is worthy of a better cause Lord Reading has re- 
pudiated it in a manner which is unworthy of the position he occupied 
in this country , and, Sir, [ have only to add that the Simon Report, 
instead of following the evidence that it had m this country, has trampled 
under foot the Viceregal proclamation {Cries of ‘‘ Shame ”) , and 
surely if the Honourable the Leader of the Independent Party wanted 
that ve should not be asked to give a vote on a side issue, it will not be 
characterised by a sensible Member, even though nominated, as 
“ mischievous ” 

Sir, he was trying to teach lessons to another member of his own 
community, the community of nominated I honour the maiden speech 
of Mr Sen It is usual in Parliament for maiden speeches to be treated 
with respect, but perhaps the Honourable the Nominated Member from 
the neighbourhood of Calcutta — (An Honourahh Member “ Not 
Calcutta ”) (Another Honoui able Member “ Bihar and Orissa ”) (A 
ilwd Honourable Member “ Don’t slander Bihar and Orissa please ”) — 
tnere seems to be a controversy about the origin (Laughter ) of the 
Honourable the Nominated IMember’s constituency, — but be that as it may, 
the Honourable the Nominated Member, thinking m terms of his tribe 
unknown to other Parliaments, thought that the other gentleman had no 
business to tell even Lord Irwin that he should adopt “ a policy of con- 
ciliation ” Lord Irwin’s policy, Bir, at present is not wholly a policy of 
conciliation. I do not blame Lord Irwin for it The blame must be 
taken by us as much as by Government, but to say that you must adopt a 
policy of conciliation when we are faced with the situation that we find in 
this country, and for a Nominated Member to say that, shows that all 
Nominated Members are not tarred with the same brush Sir, I take off 
my hat to Mr. Sen for having expressed sentiments which should have 
come from this side of the House. 

Then came the climax of impertinence on the part of the HonouraWe 
the Nominated Member when he advise^ us “ to play the game ” Wbat 
does he understand by 4hat expression ? Does he mean to say that we 
are not playing the game f I say, even those who are not in this Houae 
are playing the game , I s^the Congress people are playing the ; 
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but Lord Birkenhead and a majoritj^ of the Members of the House of 
Commons I do not believe have played the game with us I do not think 
they have played the game with Lord Irwin (Hear, hear ) I was wit- 
ness* to that debate , I do not think th^y have played the game with “ the 
man on the spot ”, the great Viceroy, who thought, and rightly though 
that he had a great mission, though the pinchbeck Empire builders, in- 
dulging m the luxury of irresponsibility that freedom from office gives 
them, spoke against His Excellency like irresponsible journalists They 
uttered the language of the Daily Mail , they became the megaphones of 
misguided Imperialism They have contributed everything to make the 
mo\ement, vhich, all of us deeply regret, has been prematurely set on foot, 
but a movement of that kind once set on foot cannot stop unless a policy of 
conciliation is resorted to 

And this leads me. Sir, to the Round Table Conference conclusions, 
foi the Round Table Conference will have to conclude its meeting , 
w'hosoe\er goes and whosoever does not go will have to meet each other 
and face their own country Today Lord Irwin’s policy and the policy 
of Ills Majesty’s Government ha\e transferred the responsibility of settl- 
ing the Indian problem on to the shoulders of Great Britain If Britain 
is prepared to play the game, we shall of course shake hands with Britain 
If our friends come from the Round Table Conference cheated and 
disillusioned, then they wnll know how to deal wuth Britain Other parts 
of the Dominions dealt with Biitaui likewise General Botha, once a 
powerful enemy of England, became its fiiend There is no greater 
admirei of Imperialism today than General Smuts, who was once its 
inveterate opponent A policy of concliation, Sir, was adopted in regard 
to South Africa Even so, a policy of conciliation ^vas adopted in regard 
to Ireland There was a form of \iolence, a form of force, not the same 
force, not of the same noble form that you find in this country, resorted 
to there, but in spite of that, what happened ? A policy of conciliation 
was adopted Human nature is everywhere the same, if it is not always 
the same in respect of Nominated Members of a certain variety (Laughler ) 

Mr. President . Ordei, older The House stands adjourned till 
Half Past Two 

The Assembly then adjoin ned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the 
Clock 


The Assembly re-assembled aftei Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr President in the Chair 


Mr 0 S Ranga Iyer : Now, Sir, during the course of this debate 
let me address myself to the main arguments of the case But before 
doing so, I speak, I believe, on behalf of the entire non-official side of this 
House, be they European or Indian, wdien I say that we were delighted, — 
it was with feelings of genuine pleasuie — that we read this morning the 
King’s message to India Sir, the King’s message has a vital bearing on 
the Round Table Conference His Majesty’s message, I suppose, is meant 
as a healing balm to the bleeding wounds that have been inflicted, that 
are being inflicted on this country, and His Majesty, we are pleased to 
find, IS not embarrassed by the existence of the minorities in this country 
on which the Simon Commission have made such an excessive statement 
Sir, the King says, The emblems of the religions, provinces and 
States of India ” testify to the unity of India itself ” Sir, I believe 
L4CPB(T^) B 
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I can say, without fear of much contradiction, that India is still loyal t< 
the King, and the symbol and proof of that loyalty was the statement o 
i\I.iJiatma Gandhi himself to a representative of a Government newspapei 
in England, who had the unique privilege of interviewing him in pnsor 
m spitf of the jail gates and the jail regulations In that statement- - 
look upon it almost as an apology for the Independence movement whei 
he interpreted Independence in terms of Dominion Status and when h( 
said that, Dominion Status not having the same meaning in this countij 
that it has in England, he had been forced to launch the Independenc( 
movement, — the Mahatma summed up the demand of the people in hr 
own inimitable words, namely, that India wanted “ the substance o 
Independence ” 

Sir, on the eve of his airest, the erstwhile Leader of the Oppositior 
in this House, with whom I had the privilege to work for long years, witl 
whom also it was my privilege or misfortune, call it w^hat you like, t( 
measure swords — on the eve of his unfortunate, and, in my opinion, im 
prudent imprisonment — it is not only my opinion, this opinion is sharec 
by such a shrewd judge of men and critic of events, one of the grea 
journalists of England, namely, Mr Spender, and I belie\e, Sir, thi 
opinion is shared also by other representative spokesmen of Great Britain 
l('a\e alone the Left Wing of the Labour Party — on the eve of his arrest 
the eistwdiile Leader of the Opposition stated that what he wanted wa< 
a settlement, and that settlement made provision for a transitional stage 
betw^eeii the transfer of power from that side of the House to this sid* 
of the House 

That, Sii, IS the entire case of India for the Round Table Conferenci 
and for Gieat Biitain We want a transfer of powei from Great Britain 
from the Biitish electorate, including the flappers, who do not understam 
so much about ])olitics as mj own village constituents (Laughter ) — Sii, W( 
w.int a tiansfer of pow^ei, of responsibility trom the supremely mcompet‘uii 
apathetic and ignorant British electorate They aie our masters Oui 
masters are incompetent, and therefore, we want to transfer responsibilitj 
from 0111 incompetent masters abroad to competent masters at home 
iifimel\, the Indian people (Hear, hear) That was the issue befoie thi 
Irish people Redmond, the leader of the Irish constitutionalist party, it 
his American speeches characterised Dominion Status as Independence 
I do not want to quote from his speeches, — for want of time — but ani 
one w ho disputes that statement has only to say so and I shall read from tin 
book 1)> a semi-official and Conservative authority, “ The Revolution ii 
Ireland, 1906-1923 ”, the author being W Alison Phillips, who had thi 
unique opportunity of referring to and consulting not only officials o 
Dublin Castle, but also official documents That, Sir, was the position ii 
that country, and I am afraid the position in this country is driftinj 
towards the same Call it non-violent non-co-operation of India whicl 
IS ceitainh better, or the violent revolution of Ireland — the spirit behim 
both of them is the same So, I am afraid, if the words uttered by Hi 
Excellency the Viceroy in this House do not go further in the way of con 
dilation, just as similar words went further in the way of conciliation n 
the case of Ireland — I am afraid we will not be acting in the way in whic] 
tai -sighted statesmanship would have us act However, I do not want t 
anticipate e\ents Those who go to the Round Table Conference — ani 
there will be many who would like to go— and those who do not go to th 
Round Table Conference-^-^d there will be a larger number out m th 
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country who may not like to go — both of them are face to face to-day with 
the settlement of the question And, Sir, the Viceroy, in his words 
addressed to this House, said 

“ In my judgment, and in that of niA Government, it (the Congress Campaign) is 
a deliberate attempt 1o coerce established authonly by mass action, and for this reason, 
as also because of its natural and inevitable dev^elopmenta, it must be regarded as un- 
constitutional and dangerously subversive ’’ 

I do not want to take exception to these leiuaiks, coming as they do 
from the highest authority in the land responsible foi carrying on the 
King’s Government Any Indian in that responsible position, I dare 
say, face to face with a similar movement, would have uttered the same 
words Similar words were uttered by Mr Lloyd George when he was 
face to face with a similar situation m Ii eland The Prime ^Lnister told 
tile House of Commons that “ the Government intended to take more 
vigorous measures to supiiress lawlessness in Iieland, and that for this 
purpose more troops w^ould have to be sent ” On the following day, 
the Chief Secretary, Sii llama i Greenwood, declared that the Government 
would go on until the last levohei w^as picked out of the hand of" the 
last assassin in Ireland ” 

The levolver question does not in India arise at present We are 
dealing with mass action, and mass action, according to IIis Exciellency, 
e\en it it is intended by its piomoters to be non-violent, is nothing but 
the application of “ toice undei another form ” A])])lication of force 
undei another form ’ The Indian form is better than the application 
ot force undei the Irish form But when foiee was ap])lied under the 
Irish form, w^hen Mr Lloyd Geoige, the then Prime Minister, uttered 
words of w'arniiig Ireland forged ahead, but Kedmond end the Irish 
constitutionalists had been almost eliminated That stage does not 
appeal to have arisen so fai in this count ly But what followed in 
Ireland ’ Soon after the declaiation of Mi J loyd Geoige in the House 
or ( ommons, in the same year, what happened ? Auspicious date w’as 
cliosen by Mi Llo>d George to address a letter to De Valeia, as “ the 
chosen leadei of the great majority of Southern Ireland ”, inviting him 
to attend a confeience in London ” 1o exjilore to the utmost the possibility 
of a settlement ” And then came a settlement which was disapproved 
by De Valera and approved by some of his comrades I need not go into 
It at present, but let’ me hope that out of the Round Table Conference 
will emerge a situation which will bring peace to this country' and will 
lead to somethiing like a settlement on the Irish lines, something in the 
shape of a treaty betw^een India and England It you do not like the 
word “ treaty ”, call it by any other name I prefer the word treaty 
There must be an arrangement made with this great country, for which 
the King has expressed great sympathy and great admiration, which 
'v^ all appreciate We want a treaty on the same lines, so that it will 
be possible to say that England is playing the game The terms of 
this agreement ”, said De Valera, m a statement addressed to the Gaebc 
people “ are in violent conflict with the wr'ishes of the majority of this 
nation I cannot lecommend the acceptance of this Treaty either to 
Dail Eireann or to the country ” But, Sir, there was Arthur Griffith, 
who issued a statement which defined the attitude of himself and his 
promoters m clear and statesman like langauge He said, “ I have 
signed the Treaty of Peace between Ireland and Great Britain I believe 
that the Treaty will lay the foundation of peace and friendship between 

b2 
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the two nations What I have signed I shall stand by, m the belief 
that the end of the conflict of centuries is at hand ” 

Judging from the present situation, the darkest clouds hang on the 
horizon 8ir, the Viceroy says that the Government must either resist 
or abdicate The Government not having an intention lo abdicate has 
got to regulate lesistance Here I should like to quote the words 
uttered by an English lady, however sad they may be She was a 
witness of certain acts of the Agents of this Government and those who 
were responsible foi the maintenance of law I warn von that, m an 
atmospheie like this, it will be extremely difiiciilt' for the Hound Table 
Conference to come to a settlement and even it it comes to a settlement. 
It will be extremely difHcult toi those who have come to a settlement to 
face the country, even as it w^as difflcult for Arthur Griffith to face 
Ireland I do not want hero the repetition of that ehapter ot Irish 
misunderstandings and fratricidal strife For goodness’ sake, when tiie 
Round Table Conteience is going on, do not go on doing the things that 
an English ladv the daughter ot an Admiral, says are being done iShe 
was a w'ltiiess ot these incidents Writing in Young India Miss Slade 
tells the distressing tale ot the excesses alleged against the police 
No head so cool, no heart so callous but must be stined to indigTiatioii 
and pitv by the tale if only a part of it was true ” savs the Modern 
Review She sums up her charge as follows “ Lathi blows on head, 
chest, stomach and joints ” and then follow w'ords which T would rather 
not read These are delicate words They come from n gi cat-hearted 
English ladj, tlie daughter of an English Admiral 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig (Home Member) On a point of 
order May 1 draw the attention of the Tlonourahle Meu’bei to the 
fact that the Bornbav Government, in an oflicial conimnnuine, had denied 
these allegations ^ 

Mr. K 0. Neogy : That is not a point of order 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer I admit it is no point of order, but it is a point 
of ]>ointed information and for my purpose I am satisfied I am saved 
fiom the agonj of reading a thing that I felt so very delicate to read 1 am 
glad that t'he Government have issued a communique on the subject, and 
I leave it for the time being there Whether the communique 
speaks the truth, oi whether Miss Slade speaks the tiuth, 1 do hope, 
wh(>n this movement is Koiiig on gathering strength, that the Government 

Will bear in mind that a day of reckoning will come soonei or later I 

hope It vv ill be sooner than many faint-hearted people imagine- and 
Dealing that in mind see that their method of resistance does not embitter 
feelings a great deal too much There is- a great and growing party 
in England which to-day constitutes His Majesty’s Government Mv 
association and my conversations with His Majesty’s Ministers and also 
with the Socialist Members of the House of Commons convince me that 
the day is not distant when Socialism wull make Indian Home Rule its * 
^ttle cry ev^n as Gladstonian Liberali''m took up the question of Irish 
Horace Rule Remember that this is a movement for the achievement of 
freedom Every country has fought like this for the achievement of 
Its freedom If by a fiat of the fates the Great War had ended otherwise 
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and if the Kaiser’s flag were flying over Buckingham Palace, I am sura 
every Englishman would have resisted that foreign rule. Do not imagine 
that there is no meaning behind this resistance Do not imagine that 
there is no will behind this resistance. They are resisting for the 
freedom of their country If you destroy constitutionalism and instal 
revolution, the responsibility for that shall rest entirely upon the 
Government in this country and in England When the i epresentatives 
of the people, who go to the Round Table Conference, fail to deliver the 
goods, when they do not rise equal to the occasion, then will begin a sad 
day I hope they will mean business. I hope, in the interests of a 
better atmosphere and better undei standing, there will be a meeting of 
two equal nations, as in the case ot Ireland 

Mr. President : I would remind the Honourable Member of his 
prom 1^56 i'o finish in ten minutes 

Mr 0. S Ranga Iyer . All pi onuses aie not always meant to be kept 
(Laughtei ) 

Mr President : I must ask Honourable Membeis to limit their 
speeches to ten minutes I have got a ver\ laige number of speakers 
on my list, and I am anxious that they should get an opportunity to 
speak 1 ha\e given sufhcient latitude to Honouiable Membeis till now 
and I hope that tliev will be as Inief a.s possible 

Mr. C S Ranga Iyer * T wms about to finish w^hen you interrupted 

me, Sir I have the right to sp<uik as long as the House is willing to 
listen though I am in no such mood to-day, because theie is no rule to 
regulate this debate However, I w^as only going to say this Let it 
not be said, as it was said in the ease ot Ji eland, that Government carried 
on their fight too long I will (jiiote here the author of this book on 
the 1 evolution in Ti eland and finish my lemarks His words are juregnant 
with meaning With those w'ords T conclude my speech He said 

'' Tf flic Government had aeeopted the verdict of the Irish ^lections of 1018 and 
made it the excuse for taking the line which it adopted in 1921, it would have spared 
Ireland nuuh ot the bloodshed and iniseM, and itself the ignonnnv, of the yeais that 
followed The Times and other organs of public opinion in England were urging this 
couise , and indeed it is difficult to see what objections there were to it that were not 

equally valid three }ear8 later For the Great War was over , and it was therefore 

as safe in 1918 as in 1921 to throw over the people m Southern Ireland who had been 
foolish enough to st.ind by Engl ind in lu r time of tiouble ** 

I do hope. Sir, the Government will have wisdom a^nd will not put its 
head into the sand like the ostrich 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan) Sir, when I rise to speak on this motion, I wish bo 
reotafl the words ot His Excellency the Viceroy, uttebed only the other 
day, when he said that he had summoned a session of the Indian Legis- 
lature because it seemed to be clearly right that Members of both Houses 
should have the opportunity of discussing matters of public interest ou 
which also His Excellency wished to have the privilege of addressing 
them, before the Legislature was dissolved. In a later passage His 
Excellency said that his Government was at the present moment engaged 
in considering the future constitution of India and it is for this dual 
purpose of assisting the Government of India in their deliberations as 
to the future constitution for India and for giving our representative# 
tb the Round Table Conference an expression of our views as tX) wha* 
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they should press lor and what they should resist that this motion has 
I understand been moved and is being debated in this House Whate\er 
may be said, Sir, as to the utility or non-utility of the Simon Report; 
th^'fact remains that it is there, and in the memorable statement, dated 
31st October, 1929, His Excellency the Viceroy made it clear that, after 
the publication of the Simon Report and the Report ot the Central 
Committee, the Round Table Conference would be convened , and both 
the Secretary of State for India and His Excellency the Viceroy have 
made it clear what indeed was clear enough from then previous state- 
ments, that whatever may be the view of those of my friends who 
boycotted the Simon Commission, whatever may be tlieii inejudices and 
prepossessions, the fact remains that if is a State document, and those 
representatives who sit lound the round table in London will be called 
upon by the British lepresentatives there to explain wh> they wished 
that scheme to be abandoned in favour of any other seheme , and when 
they give fheir answer, the question will be, “ Have yon a mandate fiom 
your Legislature, have you the authority of the Legislature ot which ^ on 
have been a Member Do yon pledge the word of the Legislative 
Assembly against the recommendations made in these tw^o State docu- 
ments " And if onr representatives who go there say that w'c have 
discussed in public these two Reports and we have come here with 
pronounced opinions supported by the reasons given bv our teliow- 
Members m the Legislative Asscmblv, the position, I submit would be 
very much stronger than if they were to sa>, “ We closed oui e^^es to 
the Simon Commission and conse(jnenfly we have closed om eves to the 
Simon Report ” Sir, whatevei may be said about the sentimental 
value of these objections, I submit that hard pifictical men, those who 
sit to fashion anil frame constitutions foi a gre<it emjiiie like that of 
India, cannot ignore suggestions and recommendations — wheth<er they 
come from a tainted or untainted quarter it does not matter — and I 
submit, therefore, and I have always felt, that whatever may be our 
prejudices against the constitution of fhe Royal Commission, whatever 
may be our individual views, these recommendations are likely to be 
placted before the Indian Members of the Round Table Conference, and 
I therefore desire to speak, if T may be permitted to do so, on the various 
recommendations made as to the future constitution of this country 

Sir, whatever may be said by those who have boycotted the Royal 
Commission, that charge cannot be levelled against me Honourable 
Members here are aware that I was unfortunateh the only elected 
Member from a general constituency in this Hoase who took my stand 
on the view that, whatever may be the 'Shortcomings of the Royal 
Commission, we must co-opierate with it and give it such assistance 
lies in our power The result of that is embodied and enshrined in the 
Report with which Members of this House are already familiar. I 
contrast the recommendations of that Committee with the recommenda- 
tions of the Statutory Commission 

BIr. M A Jinnah • Both are wrong. 

Sir Hari Singh Oonr : And, Sir, when I read the constitutional 
1 ^ 0 ^ of India, I went back not only to the Government of In^a Act 
of 4 ^ 8 , and to the earlier Councils Act, but even to the regulating Acta 
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of 1774 to find some dim parallel for the recommendations which are 
the framework of the Royal Commissioners’ recommendations Honour- 
able Members are aware that, e\ei since India was owned by the 
Honourable East India Company, the revenues of India were appropriated 
by that Compainy in London In 1858, when the Government of India 
Act w^as enacted, following the old jiroeedure of the commercial Company, 
the revenues of India were declared by statute to be received in the name 
of the King and were disposed of by the Secretary of State in Council 
Honourable Members will remember that the Secretary of State in 
Council 18 not responsible to Parliament though the Secretary of State is. 
The revenues of India, therefore, from 1858 down to this day, have been 
at the disposal of the Secretary of State in Council, and the fundamental 
recommendation marking the line ol difference between ourselves and 
the Statutory Commission is this, that \\hile the Statutory Commission 
retain the vesting of the revenues ot India in the authorities in England, 
we recommend that the revenues of India shall hereafter vest in the 
Go\ernment of India , and from tlie speeches made by Honourable 
Members yesterday, and on pievious oecfisions 1 ha\e been confirmed in 
my view that the recommendation we ha\e made is certainlv a recom- 
mendation which obtains the support of the large bulk of t’he intelligentsia 
in this country Sii, if once \()u imstnlate that the levenues ot India 
shall hereafter vest in the Governmieiit ot India, von have got all >ou 
want, because onee the Government ot India becomes the custodian of 
the revenues of India, that Governiucnt must become responsible M 
somebody and that lesponsibilitv must necessarily devolve upon the 
Central Legislatiiie 1 therefore submit that once von giant that the 
revenues of India shall be at the disposal of tlie Government of India, 
the necessary logical eonstitntional corolla i\ and deduction follows that 
that Government must be responsible to a lawfully eonstitnted Legislature 

Now, Sir the other point upon which we have been at variance with 
g the Statutory Commission is a very vital one. 

Honourable Members are aware that, for a long 
time past, in fact since the early days of the Company, the power of direc- 
tion, supervision and control, which was held by the Board of Directors, 
was transferred to the Secretary of State m Council And, if Honour- 
able Members will study the constitutional document therein on the Gov- 
ernment of India, they wull find the scheme working in this way The 
Secretary of State m Council is the ultimate authority , the Government 
of India are subject to the direction, supervising and control of the Sec- 
retary of State in Council , and then comes lower down the Governor : 
the Governor in Council is subject to the control of the supervision, direc- 
tio*i ^d control of the Government of India Thus, within these three 
you have the entire authority, the sovereign authority, vested lu 
three distinct bodies under the Government of India Act Now, if you 
really want to have a responsibility in this country, if you really wish that 
the Central Legislature and the Provincial Legislatures should exercise any 
degree of autonomy, then the first thing we have to do is to see that the 
Secretary of State in Council’s authority to supervise, direct and control 
IS limited, and it indeed was so limited by the Act of 1919, where the words 
“ subject to the provisions of this Act ” were added by the Reforms Act 
of 1919 But, mark you, now what have the Simon Commission done ? 
While the Act of 1919 nullifies the right of direction, supervision and 
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control, and while the section of the Government of India Act of 1919 
gives the Secretary of State the power to further transfer his power of 
control to the Government of India, the Statutory Commission now recom- 
mend that the ultimate control shall remain with the Secretary of State 
in Council Honourable Members will find {Mr M A Jtnnah “We 
will take it from you “) this \iew if they will turn to three paragraphs 
of Volume* IT of the Royal (Commission’s Repoit (Mr R K Sha^imu- 
kham Cheftrj “ Do not read the whole of it ’’) The paragraphs are 
97, 98 and 181 If ;yon read these three paragiajihs, you \m11 find that 
the scheme of futiiie Government oP India according to the Statutory 
Commission is that, whatever may be the devolution of fiower in the 
circumference, and whatever mav be the devolution of jiower in the 
centre, the power of the Seeiet.irv of State in Council lemains unfettered 
and unqualified, even indeed, as it was before the Act of 1919 And in 
that respect, T submit, this recommendation goes back upon the Montagu 
reforms 

Then, Sir, the third point \vas recently debated in this House 
Honourable Members will remember in connection with the Cotton TariT 
Protection Pill when the question about fiscal autonomy was debated in 
this House The Honourable the Leader of the House then stated that 
you have got fiscal autonomy but you have got no machinery to enforce 
it ft may be that m the Round Table Conference such a machinery will 
be de\used for the purpose of making fiscal autonomy a real convention 
These are the words of the Leader of the House Now, what is the recom- 
mendation of the Statutory (’ornmission They "-ay that this fiscal auto- 
nomy places the Government of India and the Legislatiiie in antagonism 
with the SecretaiN ot State , the ultimate authorit\ must he with the 
British Cabinet , and they therefoie suggest, though they do not expressly 
say so, that this fiscal autonom^ in India is a dead letter Now% I ask 
Honourable Members to notice that this fiscal autonomy convention was 
strongly emphasised by the Joint Parliamentary Commission in their report 
and they have further pointed out that, following upon this fiscal con- 
\ention, the Government of India should make it a practice that, when 
they and the Legislature were in agreement upon other matters, the Sec- 
retary of State should stand aside In other words, though fiscal autononu 
was granted to India as an incident of what the Secretary of State 
said about Dominion Status in action, the Joint Parliamentary Committee 
wanted that the convention should be extended and enlarged in other 
spheres But w^hat have the Royal Commission recommended ^ The\ 
havo passed a blue pencil through the whole fiscal autonomy convention 
Sir, I do not think that there is any Indian in this House, whatever party 
he may belong to, who will ever subscribe to this most reactionary recom- 
mendation of the Statutory Commission The present Government of 
India Act takes for granted that the further advance must be along 
the line of the British Parliamentary system The Statutory Com- 
mission sapiently observe that this form of Government is wholly unsuit- 
able to India 

Sir, I pass on to other phases of the Government of India Act, and 
I hope Members of the Executive Council will listen because their own 
future depends upon the new convention or the new constitution that the 
Royal Commission propose for them the Government of India Act — 
and that Government of India Act follows the old Government of India 
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Act — India is defined in two places It is called “ India,” where it in- 
cludes India and Indian States It is called “ British India ”, where it 
deals with British India alone, excluding the Indian States Now, mark 
my words Under the Govcrnnunt of India Act, since 1858 and earlier, 
the whole of India, including Indian States, were under the control of 
the Governor General in Council The Statutory Commission that 
this will never do (Mr M A Jinnak They are quite right ”) 
The Viceroy should hereafter be in charge of Indian States and the 
Goveinoi General m Council shall only be in charge of British India 
But the matter does not rest theie What is the position of the Execu- 
tive Council ? According to ^Ii Montagu’s Report and the convention 
since established, the Viceroy’s Executi\e Council, leaving out the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, consists of six Member^, of whom three aie Indians 
(Honourable Members “ No, no ”) and three British iieople Now\ we 
have been complaining from 1921 tliat the Viceroy must keep on chang- 
ing the portfolios, so that the Indian Members 

Mr President Cider, ordei I wush to remind the Honourable 
Member that we have alieadv decided that we wull not go into the details 
of the scheme 

Sir Han Singh Gour : I am not going into the details (Ironical 
Laughtei ^ but I am simply trying to explain point by point Ilonoui- 
able iMembers will remember that we have been complaining fiom 1921 
that some of the important portfolio*' such as the Home Department, the 
Finance Department and the Railways, should occasionally be transferred 
to the Indian Members of the Executive Council, so that there may be 
a gradual association of Indians m the higher administiation ot the Gov- 
ernment of India in accordance with the declared policy ot the Govein- 
ment of India Act From 1921 down to date this has been the desiie 
of the Legislative Assembly At any rate, there is an equipoise between 
the British Members and the Indian Members, a partnership in which the 
British and the Indians are halt and half (Mr M A Jinnah ” Are 
they ^ ”) At any rate, nommallv they are Now, look at the scheme 
suggested by the Royal Commission They say that one civilian IMember 
in charge of the Army Department should be added to the Executive 
Council and he should /be the Leader of the Federal Assembly Well, 
Sir, I have read the Report again and again, and I can only understand 
hat the real effect of this would lie that there would lie a standing 
na,iority of four European Members m the Viceroy’s Executive Council 
ind a statiding minority of three Indian Members I am still dealing 
vith the Executive Council Up to now the Army and defence have 

)een in charge of the Governor General in Council, but under this 

icheme the Army is removed from the Executive Coaincil and is placed 
lirectly under 'the Viceroy, and a suggestion is made that India should 
‘ontribute a certain definite sum of money to England, and England 
ihould make herself responsible for the defence of India. 

Sir, this IS the constitution of the Central Government If we turn 
o the provinces, what do w^e find Look at this picture and at that 

Tnder the Montford reforms, at any rate in the diarchical system of Gov- 

rnment, in the subjects transferred to the charge of Ministers, the 
Governor has only a nominal control, and the amount which is required 
or the administration of the transferred half of the Government is voted 
^ow under the recommendation of the Statutory Commission, the present 
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diviHion between votable and non-votable subjects, both m the Legislative 
Assembly and in the Provincial Governments, shall continue and yet we 
are told that diarchy is dead So long as the difference between votable 
and non-votable subjects in the province continues, I cannot understand 
how there can be and has been an end of diarchy Then, it has already 
been pointed out, and I do not wish to repeat it, that official Members aie 
to be in charge of defined portfolios and they are to be called Ministers, 
and the curious recommendation is made to this effect that a vote of censure 
or a \ote of no-confidence by the local Councils shall not be directed against 
any one Minister, but shall be against the Ministry as a vhole On that, 
what will be the result ? Let us assume to ourselves a case of a very un- 
popular official Minister who has made himselt very obnoxious 1 am only 
assuming, I do not say that such things will happen, but w^e ha\e always to 
take extreme cases for the pur])ose of making our point Suppose we get 
a very unpopular official Minister to sit in the Cabinet and four non-officMi 
Mini'-teis are m uttei disagi cement woth him, and thereupon the Council 
passes a vote of censure against the Ministiv now what is the result 1 
The result is that, for his offence, the other four non-official IMinisters re- 
sign Sir, f liave heard that m (diina Mcarioiis punishments weie abo\e 
time permitted to a condemned man, but I ha\e never heard or thought 
that that system, which has long since been abolished in China, would be 
introduced in India and innocent Minister^ wmuld be sacrificed foi the 
vagai les of official Ministers And as if this was not all, the Royal Com- 
missioners pointed out that, ordinarily speaking, supposing there was a 
reconstitution of the Mmistrv, wffiat was the suggestion ’ The suggestion 
IS not that the offending Ministei should go Generally speaking he is not 
to go at all but, there should be a reconstitution Supposing Sir, four 
other Ministers come and the official Minister makes himself equally 
unpopular to the others, the same system is repeated I know what the 
answer will be The answer will be that you must leave the Governor 
a large discretion to deal wuth a situation of this character, but that is 
exactly what T object to If Amu wish to trust your Ministry with the 
duty of carrying on the Government of the province, do not create a 
dens ex machina for the purpose of coming down upon the Ministry with 
a heuA'y hand at any time AAhen it is found that the Ministers are not in 
entire agreement with t)ie h<’ad of the Government You must assume 
that either the provinces are ripe for autonomy or they are not If they 
are not, then cancel the reforms Let us have a pure, undiluted system 
of bureaucratic Government, but I do not believe in this masked govern- 
ment, which IS in reality bureaucratic, but of which the semblance is 
democratic Sir, there are many other points I do not know whether the 
recommendations or the schemes prepared by the various Local Govern- 
ments have been published I see there is an advertisement here that all 
tlie s(‘h ernes have been published I do not know whether the memo- 
randum submitted by the Government of Madras is published I wish to 
ask the Honourable the Home Member whether it is a public document, 
I mean the recommendations of the Madras Government 

I'he Honourable Mr H G Haig : I believe, Sir, that all the Re- 
ports of the Local Governments have been published. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour • Very well, Sir. Just think of this The 
Madras Goverament in their recommend^ition very clearly point out that 
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the existence of an all-India service responsible to th^ Secretary of State 
10 moompiatible with the establishment of provincial autonomy If you 
wish to create provincial autonomy, jou must equally provincialise the 
services The Ministers must be free to engage the tools with which they 
will work But what is the recommendation ? The recommendation is 
that, \^hile we give you provincial autonomy, the services will be all-India 
services 

Mr President : I hope the Honourable Member knows that he 
should address the Chair 

Sir Han Singh Gour Yes, Sii The recommendation is that while 
■^e give you provincial autonomy, the services will be all-lndia serMces, 
not subject to the provinces, but to the Secretary of State Now, Sir, I 
wish to ask Honourable Members how is even that attenuated provincial 
autonomy, which the Statutory Commission recommend, practicable or 
workable vhen ;you ha\e got tin* Airmits not responsible to you and not 
remo\abIe bA }oii and not (‘\en *^ub)e(‘t to your discnpline 1 submit, Sir, 
that that is the weakest point m the scheme of the Statutory Commission 
Honourable Members will tuither remember that, in the days when Mr, 
Montagu published his scheme, he saw at the time the difficulty that would 
arise and the conflicts that might be engendered between what is a vntable 
subject and wffiat is a non-votable subject and between what is a reseived 
subject and what is a provincial sub)('(t or an Imperial subject In other 
words, conflicts between province and province, between the centre and the 
circumference and betAceen India and the Home Government were extreme 
Iv liicely He said that during this tranaitional period of ten years^ he 
w^ould lea\e the Governor Geneial in ( ’ouncil to decide all the^o cjuefetions 
But the prcivmces and the Ministers complain that the Government of 
India being the complainant, ought not to be the judge lu its own case 
and vou must instal an impartial ti ibiinal for the j>ur]>ose of upholding 
the constitution and decide all dniputes between man and man It is one 
of the essential features of all the Dominion constitutions that you have 
a judicial body set apart for the purpose, inter aim to decide matters of 
this kind I belieA^, 8ir, that in all the recommendations, rn all the 
schemes, whether of the Indian States or of the Associated Chambers of 
Commerce, or of the European Ass ociation or of all the all-Parties Con- 
ferences, the establishment of a Supreme Court for India is a common 
feature It is there provided that vou must have ,a Supreme Court m 
India for the purpose of deciding these disputes Apart from that, for 
a very long time past the PriA^ Council have been complaining that they 
have been conA^erted into a court of criminal appeal, wheieas they are no 
such court at all, and Lord Haldane pointed out, about 20 years ago, that 
the time had come for India to hR\p an ultimate court of appeal Now, 
Sir, we recommended that there should be a supreme court of appeal in 
India There is no recommendation of that kind in the Statutory Com- 
mission ^s Report But there is one line in which they say' that they do 
not think that the matters m dispute should be the subject of litigation 
and that they should therefore be decided by the Executive Gov- 
emment I submit that if you really want that these questions 
should be disposed of, yon must establish an impartial tribunal. Only 
the other day I asked the Honourable the Finance Member as to what pro- 
cedure was going to be followed m deciding a Ibng-stattding dispute 
involving seA’'eral million pounds between India and England He said 
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that the matter was m the course of negotiation and that he would con- 
sult this House before the machinery to be appointed by the Government 
of India was finally settled I suggest, Sir, that in cases of this kind 
which have remained long pending and in which the existence of an im- 
partial tribunal would speedily dispose of matters held in abeyance for 
want of a suitable tribunal and for other reasons, it any advance is to he 
made, it must be accompanied by the establishment of a supreme court in 
this country 

Sir, I do not wish to laboui thi* (piestions dealing with the lelations 
of British India and the Indian States The establishment of a Privy 
Council to deal with ({uestions excluded tor the tmu' lieing from the pur- 
view of the Goveinment of India Act is the solution which wc sugge a 
and a solution which has partiall 3 ' been accepted by the Statutory Com- 
mission, wlio lecommend the establishment of a Council for Gieater 
India 

Sir, I submit that these are m brief the broad outlines of the Statutory 
Commission’s Report with winch we are unable to express oui concurrence 
May 1 say further that we are strongh ot opinion that those who go to 
the Round Table Conteienee should em})hatically and with unequivocal 
voice declare themsehes against every one of the recommendations ot the 
Statutoiw ChimmiHsion r^egarding the future constitution ot India ^ I 
think, therefore this debate has not been in vain if the ground has been 
cleared and oui representatnos in the Round Table (inference have been 
charged with the duty of safeguarding the interests of India by explaining 
to the British repi esentatives and to those w^ho will confer with them the 
mutilitv of cariving out any of these recommendations I submit, Sir, 
that th(* Round Table (Anfi'rence will serve a great purpose I am glad 
that the Round Table (bnference ha^s been aettded to It there had not 
been a Round Table (/Onference, the position would ha\e been that the 
recommendations ot the Statutory Commission would have immediately 
either gone to the Parliamentary conveyancers and draftsmen for drawing 
up a Bill or thev would have been referred to a Joint Parliamentary Com- 
mittee This intermediate stage of discussion between the representatives 
of India and England is a happy augurv of the times, and T can only hope 
that the Government of India will possess a large vision which is called for 
on this occasion The> see around them signs of revolt and revolution 
thev see around them a movement intended to bring into contempt the 
established Government in India , they see around them a mass movement 
which IS thirsting for a new order and a larger freedom And if they 
reall\ want that the London Conference should be representative of all in- 
terests and all classes, their primary duty is to make all available efforts 
to secure the co-operation and support of thcr^e who at the present moment 
hold the centre of the stage T say therefore that the Government of India 
have suffiemntiv shown their might and power to quell disturbances It 
IS now time that they should shoV their clemency Let them send for 
the leaders, the w'ell-known representatives of the Congress movement, let 
bygones be bygones, and ask them to join this grand work of framing imd 
fashioning the future constitution of India I am sure that if these leaders 
of the Congress movement are approached in the right spirit, they will 
gladly respond and they will join in this grand work of reconstructing 
the India of tomorrow. Without them I fear that, whatever may be the 
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merits of the scheme agreed to by the Round Table Conference, we shall 
not have done with the recrudescence of unrest which will continue and 
which will, I am afraid, react upon the success of the future constitution 
of this country I therefore appeal to the Honourable Members occupying 
the Treasury Benches that on this occasion they ‘should take into confidence 
the leaders of the Congress movement and they should, above all, see that 
the representatives who go to London are representatives who will construct 
a scheme that will endure and be toi the Ibenefit ot united India, Sir, I 
therefore support the motion for a supplementary grant for the Round 
Tajble Conference, but I have equally to support the cut because I feel that 
I shall not be justified in asking oui representatives to go to that Round 
Table Conference unless they are charged with a definite mandate, which 
this Ilou^e should give them, that by all means in their power they should 
circumvent the reaetioiiaiy recommendations of the Statutoi> Commission ; 
and when any scheme is put forward in that Conference, it should be met 
upon the grounds A\hich we ha\e suggested and upon grounds which will 
occur to them which we have not suggested here T feel theiefore that our 
representatives should be doubly armed when they go to the Round Table 
Confeience wuth an expresvion of our views and criticisms T \enture to 
think that even the Honourable Members of the Treasurv Benches must 
be raising their heads up towards Heaven and asking for guidance be- 
cause I do not think man> of them see what the Simon Report can pos- 
sibly mean, how it is workable, and how it is going to reconcile a constant 
antagonism between an irresponsible executive and a cential Legislature 
not of 145 Members, but of 300 Members This constant fiiction between 
an irresponsible executive and thiee hundred irresponsible Members of the 
Legislature will bring about a deadlock and will create a stalemate in 
the administration of this country, which ^\ou will very soon i egret Look 
lack to the past We ha've been told by high authorit\ that the Govern-* 
ment of India must either go backward or go forward It cannot stand 
still {An Honourable Member “ Question The Statutory Commis- 
sion are going to send us backward , but let me tell them that, if they go 
backward, they will fall into a ditch from which it would be difficult for 
ns to rescue them Let them take their courage in both hands and go for- 
ward Let me in those inspiring wmrds of the Viceroy appeal to them and 
let the Government of India be 

BIr. President What is the use of making an appeal to them f 
They cannot do aiiA thing now 

Sir Han Smgh Gour They can do a lot , and -o i ir as they are 
concerned they should voice our sentiments and our feelings and advocate 
our demands Let them for the time being, irresponsible though they be, 
show/ themselves as the national Go\einment of India {Honourable Members' 
“ Oh, oh ”) and as such make such recommendations as will be conducive to 
the welfare and happiness of the people of this country Men come and 
go , we are all birds of passage , but remember one thmg and it is this . 
Mr. Montagu is dead, but everybody remembers the great work he has 
done ; his name is enshnned in the hearts of the people of this country. 

I ask the occupants of the Treasury Benches to feel inspired by a similar 
vision and to be moved by a similar feeling Let them show to the people 
of this country that, whatever may have been their irresponsitbility in the 
past, they are going to fashion a constitution that will be for the lasting 
good of the people of this country Sir, I have very great pleasure in 
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Hupporting the fundamental principle of the Honourable the Finance Mem- 
ber’s motion but I regret that I have equally to support the cut (Laughter.) 
b<H»ai.se I am not in a position to allow the Simon Commission’s Report to 
remain on -the agenda of the Round Table Conference without a protest from 
this House 

Mr President : Tliere are some other cuts on this motion and I 
think it would be better if I were to call upon the Movers of tho^e cuts 
to move their cuts so that the House may be in possession of the entire 
riubject and it may be easier for Honourable Members to cover all the 
points in the course of their speeches I understand that Mr. AcharVa 
IS not very anxious to move his cuts • Am I right ? 

BIr M K Acharya (South Arcot cum Chingleput Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) That is so, Sir , I am not very anxious to move th^* cuts 
standing in my name, jiiovided the Government see that they take note of 
the suggestions I made \esterday in my speech 

Mr. President Mi Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi 

Faihoe to cieate an atmospliei e of peace and goodwill fot the Round Table 
(Conference and thi tnadeg'uate and unsat is factory Recommendations 
made by the Simon (Commission both fiom the point of view of the 
country in geneuil and that of the Muslims m partunhir, which 
will be placed hefote the Round Table (Conference 
Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi (xNoith Madras Muhammadan ) 
.sir, f move 

“ That tli( J)<irnnd for a HuppU montary grant of a sum not exctoding Ks 2,00,000 
jn losptHt of ‘ ]M i8oe]laneoua ’ rrdiuod by Bs 100 ” 

111 moving this cut I beg to point out tliat I have thiee mam 
jioints to bring to the notice of the Government The first is that 1 feel 
that no genuine new attempt nas been made b\ the Goveinmen! to sec 
that all politically minded parlies in the country seek to co-operate m 
the Round Table Conterenee The second point is that I feel that the 
Simon Commission’s lecommendations have fallen short of tlie demands 
of the country Lastly, I also feel that the demands of the Muslim com- 
munity have been ignored 

Now, Sir, in moving this cut, 1 sUould at the very outset like to 
point out that I am not one of those who feel that no useful purpose will 
be served by going to the Round Table Conference I maintain that 
1liei*e IS a very great force in the argument that there should be a free 
conference, where no paity should go with aii\ previous commitments 
1 do not agree with those who believe that the freedom of India could be 
attained, under the present circumstances, bv resorting to civil dis- 
obedience I feel that the declaration of v\ai bv tlu* Congress at a time 
when much of the misunderstanding that has been created between the 

* “ 1 hat the Doiaand for a Bupplemontary graut of a sum not cxceedmg Ba 2,66,000 
in respect of ‘ Afiscellftneous ’ he reduced ^ Ks 100 (Inadequate information re- 
garding the function of the proposed Bound Table Conference and the status of Indian 
delegates thereto) ” 

** That the Demand for a supplementary grant of a sum not exceeding Its. 2,66,000 
In respect of ‘ Miscellaneons ’ bo reduced by Be 100 (No information regarding the 
interests and mirties that will be represent^ at the Bound Table Conference — Failure 
to seek non official advice regarding such representation.) ” 
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people of India and the Government could be removed by a frank heart- 
to-heart talk at a fiee conterence— at such a time the declaration of 
war by the Congress was most unwise and most inopportune But, Sir, 
at the same time, I cannot resist the feeling that, in spite of the fact that 
Ills Excellency the Viceroy has got very genuine sympathy towards the 
aspirations of Indians, which has been admitted by his severest critics, 
in spite of his sympathy, no genuine effort has been made by the Gov- 
ernment to induce those who feel that they ought not to go to the Round 
Table Conference to find their way to co-opeiate with the Confer- 
ence It cannot be gainsaid that those who have been advocating 
a boycott of the Conference are a \ery influential section of the 
Indian population Such being the case, I peisonally feel and I 
have no doubt in my mind that most Members — at least elected 
Members — of this Assembly also feel that a conference without 
that influential elenieiit, which can speak on behalf of a consider- 
able section of the Indian pco])le, would not represent the real feel- 
ings of the Indian people 1 also feel that, without the co-operation 
of the leaders of the Congics^, n nutv pciliatis be necessaiy foi the Gov- 
ernment to be holding conleience .itter contcience, and who knows 
w’hat the result will be f Therefore Sir, I feel that if an attempt is 
made at the very beginning, and if fortunately the Congress leadeis are 
peisuaded to co-operate with those are in tavoin of going to the Round 
Table Conference, most of the difhciiltics that stand in the wuiy of solving 
the political problems of India will disappeai Now, Sir, why do I 
say that no attempt, no icnewxd attempt, has been made b^ Gpveinment 
to placate the Congioss hMdois ’ The reason is this After the confer- 
ence of the Viceroys witii Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit Molded Nehru and 
nu friend, Mr Jinnah, the Leadei of the Independent Party, broke up 
without achieving any luntliil icsults, cl-, lai as I am a wine the Gov- 
Hinincnt did not try as much as it was possible for them to do so — and they 
could have used many influences — to bung round leaders like Mahatma 
Gandlii, Pandit Mold il N( bin and otheis to their point ol mcw and to 
convince them that lo sit in a Round Table Confeience on lumouiablc 
terms would do no Iniim to India 

Mr Muhammad Yamin Khan What aie the honourable terms ? 

Mr. Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi My friend, Mr Yamin Khan, 
asks me what the honoinable tcims an* I think lie \ allies self-respect 
as much as I do, and if nn Iboiouiable friend tJiiiiks that the Govern- 
ment are not offering honoinable terms to those wdio arc going to the 
Round Table Conference, I tlnnlv ho sh-ould be tlie first gentleman to 
boycott this Conference (Ilcai, hear) 

Now, Sir, as I said, it was not bey'ond the resources of the Govern- 
ment to try and bring round the Coiigiess leaders, because, from the re- 
ports which have appeared m the Press, before Pandit Motilal Nehru 
was arrested, I found while I was at Madras that he, I mean Pandit 
Motilal Nehru, made a gesture ot peace, and though the terms and con- 
ditions contained in his gesture under which he was piepared to co- 
operate with the Government might not have been acceptable to Gov- 
ernment, yet there was a clear indication on the part of the Congress 
leaders that they were prepared to open the door for negotiations and 
for co-operation. Now, 8ir the GoTcrnment have regrettabh failed to 
seize that golden opportunity (An Honourable Member • Shame 
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What did the Government do on the contrary ? Thej^ have launched on 
a policy of repression which no Indian, whatever may be his religion, 
or whatever may be his political creed, would endorse The indis- 
criminate Lathi charges by the pobee tluoughoiit India, very often on 
innocent crowds which assembled not in sympathy with the civil dis- 
obedience movement, but for the sake of mere cuiiosity, the ban placed 
on the legitimate freedom of the Press, the rule of Ordinances and the 
indiscriminate arrests of a large number of jieople, including respected 
leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit Motilal Nehru, Dr Mahmood and 
others, all these, Sir, did not go to create an atmosplieie ot peace and 
goodwill, which IS very necessar\ for the success of the Pound Table 
Conference Sii , 1 am not him 1 to the harm done to the cause of India 
by the civil disobedience movement started by the Congiess leaders in 
a moment of indiscrete haste, without picviouslv entering into any lea- 
sonable compromise with the minorities in general and the Muslim 
niiiiority in particular I do not also fail to appreciate the onerous les- 
ponsibility that lests upon the Government ot India for maintaining 
law and order Hut, Sir, what I feel is that those responsible tor the 
maintenance of law and Older have abused then power They did not 
u^e that minimum foice w^hicn w’as necessary for putting down the un- 
rest w'hich was created either by the Congress leaders or the Congress 
followers, or by other people who wmnted to take advantage of the 
opportunity and create more trouble Well, Sir, 1 should like at this 
stage to bring to the notice of this House — my friend, Mr Rangaswarai 
Ayyangar, has just reminded me — about the police excesses at Madras on 
the innocent Madras public, but I do not want to go into details But what 
I desire to point out is that, taking into considei ation all tlieso factors, 
it cannot be denied that the Goveinmenl have tailed in their duty to 
create that atmosphere of peace which is essential to hruig about the 
co-operation of the people with the Go\einment to sit and discuss m the 
Round Table Conference Ot coni.se, I know' that there is no use in 
flogging a dead horse Let bygones be bygone Let us not regret 
about the past, but let us be mindful and cautious about the future I 
should like to know' from the Government what action thev propose to 
take to bring about the co-opeiatioii of all the ])olitical parties of India, 
so that we may sit m the Round Table Con f^»i cnee in an atmosphere of 
peace and settle matters amicdbly Now, Sir, I sliould like to suggest 
to the Government that, foi bringing about that atmosphere there are 
some circumstances which should be regarded as conditions precedent 
The first thing that I feel is tliat Government should declare a truce, 
and then all political prisoners, including the Moplahs, should be re- 
leased Now', some Honourable Members mav not quite agree with me 
when I say that the Moplahs should be released {Some Honourable 
Meniher^i “ No, no I should like to give my reasons for that. 
The Moplahs, Sir, in the Moplah Rebellion of 1921 

Mr. President The Honourable Member need not go into the rea- 
sons 

Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi * I want to say only one sentence 
and no more They took part m that rebellion, even as the Congress- 
men took part in the civil disobedience movement, actuated by feelings 
of patriotism, however, misguided thev might have been, and therefore. 
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I feel that they were not guilty of any offence involving moral turpitude 
Hence I say that all political prisoners, including the Moplahs, should 
be unconditionally released Then, Government should use their re- 
sources — I cannot say what those lesources are — but they should use 
their own resources to persuade the Congress leaders and convince 
them that, bj sitting in the Round 1'able Conference, they will be losing 
nothing My Honourable fnend, Sii George Rainy, is taking note of 
this point and I hope bo will not come out with an evasive answer 

Having said so much about the repressive policy of the Government, 
and having suggested means which can possibly bring about the co- 
operation of the Congress leaders, I now come to the next point, that the 
recommendations of the Simon Commission have fallen short of the 
demands of the countiy 

Mr. President . As the Honourable Member knows, this point has 
been discussed so much that I think the Honourable Member need not 
go into the details of that point The new point which he has men- 
tioned m his motion foi a cut has <dieady been discussed at great length, 
and I hope that he will now try to conclude his remarks 

Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Parookhi * I beg your pardon I was not 
unaware of our ruling, and if you had allowed me to continue, you 
would have seen that I was not going into details T was simply going 
to say one or two sentences about eacdi point and nothing more The 
Simon Report, as I have said, lias fallen short of the demands of the 
country at laige because the countiy at large irrespective of political 
parties or religions, has demanded complete Dominion Status, which, 
much to our disappointment, we do not find in the recommendations of the 
Simon Commission 

Now, I come to the Muslim demands, and I hope you will allow me 
to say something more about them and I do not think I will take more 
than five or ten minutes So far as the Muslims are concerned, though 
they have not concealed their appioeiation of one or two recommenda- 
tions contained in the Simon Report, they, on the whole, consider the 
Report to be retrograde and reactionary The views of the Muslims 
were expressed in unambiguous and unmistakable language in the reso- 
lution passed only a feu days ago on or about the 5th instant, by the 
Executive Board of the All-Tndi<i Muslim Conference held at Simla 
With your permission. Sir, I should like to read out that Resolution 

** (a) In the opmion of the executi\e board of the All-India Muslim Conference, 
the repori of the Simon Comiinssion, as a whole is unacceptable to the Musalmans of 
India because it falls short of their demands formulated b> the All India Muslim 
Conference in Delhi on 1st January, 1029 (vide page 5) and because it is retrograde 
and reactionary in spirit 

(b) With reference to some of the mam proposals of the Simon Commiaaion, the 
Board resolved os follows 

1 While appreciating the recommendations of the Simon CoBimission that the 
future I onstitutioii of India should be on a Federal Basis, the election to the Pro- 
vmcial liCgiftlatures should be by the system of separate electorates, and the provinces 
should have pro\ancial autonomy, it is considered that the demands of the Muslim Com 
munitv with respect to these matters as embodied in the resolution of the All-India 
Muslim ConterencG at Delhi, on January, Ist, 1929, have not been fully met by the 
Commission. 

2 Willie reiterating these demands the Board is strongly of opinion that the 
elections to the Federal Assembly and the Council of State should be through separate 

L4CPB(LA) 0 
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electoratos Whilf’ expressing no opinion at this stage uhethn election to either 
chainher of the Ceiitial Legislature should be the diiect oi indirect election the 
Boaid 18 definitelv opposed to the system of proportional representation, as suggested 
h) tlie Coninn-'siou 1 he Board is empIiaticnUy of opinion that Muslims should be 
guaranteed a nimimuni of one tlurd of the total number of se.ita both in the Federal 
Assembly and the Council of State 

\ li at an\ time the MusIuiih of any provime demk by plebesite of tvio thirds 
of Iviuslnn \(jtes to wuivt the right of separ.ite ekitorate the} should bo illowed to do 
80 The opposition of other communities to suth a course should not prevent thou 
ibolition 

I Jko iiKiaJ autonomy should be leal and should not be whittled down by the un 
limited ovenidiug powers of the Coveinors All the ministers should be eketed non 
official The ministry should bt lointl} responsible to the Legisl itnrc 

") Alusbms must be giuranteid a clear rrajority in Bengal and the Punjab While 
the Simon Commission has maint lined such a Hindu majority in six provances they have 
deprived the Muslims of Bengil and the Punjab of their majority m the only two 
existing province's, vie ^ Bcngil and the Punjab 

G While agieeing with the Commission that there aie strong leasons for the 
fe(parition ol Sindh fiom Bomb iv , the Board is unable to agree in their suggestion that 
the question of the immodi ito sep iration should be considered later The Board is 
emph.itically of opinion that Sindh should be separ^ited from Bombay without further 
deluv and constituted into an autonomous Province 

7 Willie realizing that the (’ommissiou have coiueded the griut ot leforms to the 
North Wcs‘ Fiontiei PioNime, tlu Board is strongly of opimou that these proposals are 
entirclv inadequate ind the re isoning advanced by the Comnussion is Liisound The 
Board is emphatically of opinion that the North West Frontier Provnici' should have 
the same meisure of reforms ns the other provinces of India 

8 The Bcxird is strongly of opinion that Baluchistan should be guaranteed full 
piovmcial autonomy, possessing the same powers as are enjoyed by other provinces of 
India 

9 The Simon Commission has not made adequate provision for tlie representation 
of Muslims in tiie pnbhe services of the country or the Cabinets of the Governments of 
the various provimial and the Federal Qovernmente In Board’s opinion it is essential 
to the stabilitv and siucess of any constitution that the Muslim Community should be 
guai inteed adequate <uul eflc'ctive lepresentation in the Cabinets and the public services 
of the countrv A provision to this effect must be embodied in the constitution 

10 The Boaid has noted with regret that the demands for the representation of 
Muslima in all statutory self gov'crning bodies such as local bodies, Universities, and 
other bodies created by Law as also their proposals for the protection of education, 
culture, language, charitable and religious endowments, Muslim Law (Shanyat) and 
religion have not been discussed by the Commission The Board feels extremely dis 
appointed at the failure of the Commission to provide for effective guarantees for the 
carrying out of these safeguards The Board is emphatically of opinion that these 
snfegu irds should bo a fundamental part of the constitution 

II The Board is unable to agree wtih the proposal of the Commission regarding 
the Army The Board is greatly disappointed at the failure of the Commission to 
make effective provasion for the speedy Indianisation of the Mibtary and Naval ser 
vices and the establishment of an Indian Sandhur-^t The Board feels that the Com 
mission have ignored the genuine desires and aspirations of Indians of all parties on 
this sublet t The Board is strongly of opinion that m any scheme of the Indianisation 
of the military, nav il and air forces that may be framed, adequate and effective repre 
sentation of Muslims m all grades of these forces should be ^aranteeed to them by 
Law 

12 The Board is strongly of opmion that Financ^e, Commerce, Railway, Posts and 
Telegraphs, in short, all subjects of common concern should be entrusted to the ministers 
responsible to the Federal Assembly, with such safeguards as may be necessary in 
respect of Army, Foreign affairs and Indian States for the transitory period The 
Board does not agree with the proposals of the Commission regarding the constitution 
of a Central Government as they confer greater powers on the Governor General than 
are consistent with the parliamentary form of Government ** 
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Now, Sir, this Resolution speaks for itself There is no necessity for 
either commenting upon it or explaining it Now, Sir, 
** only a few remarks more and I shall ha\e done I now 
come to the representation at the Round Table Conference 1 am speak- 
ing with due lespect to such of my tiiends as ha\e served on the Central 
ana Provincial Committees It is mj peisonal opinion, and I have this 
consolation that I am backed by my constituency in this respect I am 
voicing the feelings of my constitiiene> , tliat no peison who has served 
on the Central or the Provincial Committees should be united to the 
Round Table Conference The rt.ison for this is that these people have 
had their say, and if they are to be iin ited again to the Round Table 
Conference, it would mean that they would be asked to sit in judgment 
over themselves Now, Sir, the other suggestion that I would like to 
make is that only such peisons should be united lo the Round Table 
Conference 

Mr. President Order, order I think the Honourable gentleman is 
tiling the patience of the House He ought to remembei that theie are 
manv Members who are anxious to speak All thtse point'^ h<i\(‘ been 
biouglit lepeatedly on lecoid Theietore, I would request him to bring 
his lemarks to a close 

Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi I have not e\en takcui half an 
hour I am now closing m\ remarks 

Mr President Please do 

Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi The othei suggestion that I 
should like to make is that onlv such persons should be in\ited as com- 
mand the confidence of then eominuinty, and Miey should not be invited 
meiely because they are favoured h^ the Goveinment In this connec- 
tion, Sir, I should like to read a few sentences from a Resolution passed 
by the Executive Board of the AIl-Tndia Muslim Conference verv recently 
This Resolution says — 

“ The Board trusts that the British Government are not unan u ^ of tho f ict that 
no constitution amU be acceptable to tin Mussalniana until and unless adequ.ite s tfe 
guards aie provided for their rights and interests as laid down in the Resolution umni 
mously adopted at the All India Muslim Conference held at Delhi under tho piesident 
ship of Ills Highness the Aga Khan on 1st .January 1929 and thej aie adequately 
effoetivalv lepresented m the Conference bv men who truly represent the community, 
respect the inviolability of Islamic Law, possess the confidence of their ( o leligionists 
and give true expression to their views and sentiments ” 

Sir, in obedience to your ruling, I do not want to say anything more 
wuth regard to this point I appeal to this House and to the elected 
Members in this House that it is then moial duty to support this cut 
because no elected Member can tolerate the present state of things and 
at the same time go to the Round Table Conference With this appeal, 
I move the cut 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir (Bombay Citv Non- Muhammadan Urban) 
While having no desire to cry ovei spilt milk, I venture to suggest that, 
had the Government in England acted on the united wishes of India 
and associated some Indians with the members of the Indian Royal Com- 
mission, my Honourable friend, the Finance Member, would not have 
had the trouble of moving for a supplementary grant today During 
recent years there have been two occasions on which Government have 

df*fi<»B thf» nr«if#>.A vmnp nf TTidm and thpv havp rnpd thp dav Whilp 
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passing? what is commonly called the Rowlatt Act, they defied public 
opinion, and lu the face of the strongest opposition of every party in 
India, that legislation was earned through I do not desire to dwell 
on the results When I heard that Indians were not going to be re- 
presented on the Royal Commission, that it vas to consist entirely of 
Englishmen, I ventured an opinion and it was that the 
Government in England were* making a blunder, of capital magni- 
tude, equal to that of the Rowlatt Act I regret that my opinion 
then expressed has come out to be tiiie If it had not been for the defiance 
ot the united voice of India on these two occasions, we would not have 
had the atmosphere in which we have to live todaj^ Sir, T readdv 
admit that, in the case of the second defiance of public opinion, the 
Government in India and m England did try to make amends, but the 
blunder had been committed They did appoint the Indian Central 
Committee to make up for the want of a few Indians on the Royal 
Commission, but I venture to say, in the presence of one or two Honour- 
able Memheis here, w’ho weie members of the Central Committee, that 
that step (lifl not have the desired effect I do not know whose fault 
it was, but the Commission and the Committee did not work harmonious- 
ly There was no consultation at the last moment between the Central 
Committee and the Commission as the Central Committee’s Report wa'* 
issued months before that of the Simon Commission Sir, if there had 
been a few Indians on that Commission, there would have been a clash 
of minds and of opinions which I am sure w'ould have. led to a different 
result to the ojie, some of us aie now here to disciLss Well, Sii, E do 
not desire to cry over spilt milk, but we have all to learn a lesson, and 
the question I ask myself is “ Have we arrived at a time when lIk* 
united voice of India wull no longer be defied ? ” Sir, the future of 
India and England lies in the answer to that question, and it can only 
be answered by my Honourable friends opposite and their masters in 
England Wc aie told that we shall get our answer in England before 
this year is out Mr President, I have been associated with English- 
men during the whole ot my life, both in England and m India and I 
desire to sound a note of a solemn and earnest warning, and especially to 
those Englishmen in India and in England who are known today as 
Diehards. I would tell them with all the emphasis that I possess that, 
if they attempt to defy the united voice of India again, it will be a dis- 
aster both for India and for England (Hear, hear), and that the 
lives of many Indians and most Englishmen wull be intolerable in this 
country It is foi them to answ^er I ma^ be told that the answer does* 
not lie in the mouths of Englishmen alooc 1 may be told that there 
are Indians and Indians, minorities and d majority who have to decide 
this question I admit that fact 

But I have the fullest confidence that the minorities, and the 
majority will come to terms 

An Honourable Member : When ? 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : There will be an accommodation, in the 
words of the Simon Report, between these communities, and I venture 
to say that the reply whether there is going to be peace and harmony 
in this country, or whether there is going to be strife and disorder is m 
the mouths of statesmen m Encrland I am auite nrenared to admit. 
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more so, I agree, that every party should be represented at the Round 
Table Conference and T agree that every attempt should be made to 
bring all parties to this Conference But m my humble opinion, there 
IS an even more important matter, and that is this — a mentality both 
in India and in England prepared to accept a self-governing Dominion 
constitution with the necessary safeguards If there is this mentality 
m England and m India, I venture to suggest that, however great a 
handicap it may be that one party should not be represented, there are 
possibilities of success for the Round Table Conference But if that 
mentality is absent amongst statesmen in England, and if it is not 
encouraged from India, I see nothing but disaster The right atmos- 
phere IS also necessary, and I venture to say to my Honourable friends 
opposite that in certain instances perhaps the right atmosphere has not 
been encouraged No one realizes more than myself the difficulties of 
the police They are working under most difficult conditions and are 
ha\mg the most strenuous times But that is no excuse for exceeding 
the limits that aie necessarv for maintaining law and older The city 
which I have the honour to represent is by no means a happy place just 
now There ha\e been occasions when the police have, in my opinion, 
overstepped the limits and have assaulted innocent people, not connected, 
mind you, with the passive resistance movement, nor, mind you, near the 
scene of defiance of police orders There have been two such black 
days m Bombay These, after all, may be small matters to bring to the 
notice of the Legislative Assembly, and perhaps they are better discussed 
in the Provincial Councils But the imxiortant point is, not that some 
innocent men were unnecessarily assaulted however regretable that may 
have been , the important point is, what are the consequences of those 
assaults? (Ileai, hear) The consequences of those assaults have 
been to drive thousands into the camp of those opposing the Govern- 
ment , to make thousands sympathise with the civil disobedience move- 
ment who had no thought of joining it These unnecessary assaults give 
rise to processions in which you find men and women of all classes 
They join those processions, not bivaiise they s\mpathise vith the civil 
disobedience movement, not because they do not desire Government 
to put down lawlessness, but \hvy express, by these processions, their 
strong condemnation of the excesses that^ on certain occasions the 
police have committed 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig . I hope my Honourable friend does 
not mean to imply that any innocent persons, ^vho may have suffered 
injury, were attacked deliberately 

An Honourable Member • Yes, deliberately 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir I am sorry the Honourable Member has 
asked that question I am not in a position to say whether policemen 
deliberately assaulted innocent men and women or not I do not know 
their mentality I can only judge from the facts, and it will be for 
my flonourable friend to judge fiom the facts He cannot get be- 
hind the minds of any individual policeman , he will have the facts 
placed before him, and from these facts he will have to judge. I can judge, 
from such facts as where the police assaulted innocent men, namely, 
m what place, how, at what distance from the scene of deliberate defi- 
ance of police orders, and so on Therefore, I regret my Honourable 
friend should have asked me that question. It will be for him to judge 
when such cases are brought to his notice 
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Mr. M. A. Jinnah ; It is not possible for any man to know the neart 
ot another man 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir : 1 am just trying to make that point At any 
rate, Mr President, what I was trying to bring to the notice of the Go\ em- 
inent was that it is not the question ot an assault or two It is not a ques- 
tion whether a man was assaulted while getting into a tramcar, or inside 
a tramcar, oi when he was refuiinng fiom his business These are ques- 
tions for the Local Government It is the consequences of these actions that 
I want the Goveinment to realise The consequences aie that today 
Bombay is more antagonistic to Goveinment than it has ever been since it 
was handed over to the Biitish admin istiation as a dowiy ot the wife of a 
British King And why is it so ? It is not because it refuses to acknow- 
ledge Ills Majesty the King, oi tlie Goveinment ot India, or the Govern- 
ment of Bombay A city that was known foi its lovallv is todav, I regie!' 
to say, not happy, because she has seen in hei midst on two days, namely, the 
16th of June and the 21.st ot June, actions of the police wdiich no man can 
call justified It is regrettable and the same stoiy comes from all jiaits of 
Indi^i 

Now, Sir, there is another aspect of the case to which I would like to 
draw your attention It is this I am perfectlv aw'are of the untruths 
that are spread against Government officers I have personal experience 
of them One error may have been committed, and there will be a rumour 
all over the city that hundreds of such cashes have oceuried An officer very 
often may be w'rongly condemned It is the atmosphere You cannot get 
away from it One individual case may be generalised, and one of these big 
cities mav be informed that all sorts of murders are being committed, which 
may be all falsehoods But the point is that when acts have been com- 
mitted in the presence of respectable men and women, acts to which they 
are ready to testifv, and if these are denied, then eveivthing eKe rs believed, 
however wrong it may bo Let me draw the attention of my Honourable 
friends to this aspect I know, as I have said, how false rumours can be 
spread deliberately, but inexcusable mistakes on the part of Government 
officers give lustification for all of them 

Mr President, I have said enough on this occasion Mav I again 
repeat that I have done so with a sincere and honest desiie that the acts 
of Government may not be misconstrued and that Government here and 
in otlier provinces mav see that, by mistakes on the part of their officers, 
their good intentions and their actions are not misunderstood by millions 
of the people of this country and they may not play into the hands of their 
enemies which, I am afraid, many of their officers are doing We are 
living in dangerous times I have never been the last to expref^s my con- 
demnation of the civil disobedience movement I see clearly how it is 
going to end Whatever its advocates may say, it is doomed to failure, and 
if we (lid not think that it was doomed to failure, then the majority of my 
Honourable friends behind me would be with this movement We realise 
that the movement is based on wrong foundations, that it can never suc- 
ceed and it can never bring India happiness It can never bring India 
nearer to the goal of her aspirations That is why we have condemned it 
and we are prepared to adopt another method, namely, the Hound Table 
Conference, which we know has chances of 8uc(?ess And those chances of 
success will depend, not upon the mentality of my Honourable friends here 
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who belong to the minority and majority communities, but will depend 
upon the mentality of the statesmen in England All I can say is . may 
Providence guide them aright , and it India’s united voice is to be again 
defied, then God help England and God help India 

Mr. N. O. Ranga (East Godavari and West Godavari cum Kistna 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) • Sir, it is very difficult for me now to decide 
what to say, and how much to say, because I do not know how much time 
I am going to be allowed It is already the closing time Anyway, I must, 
first of all, protest against one of the statements made by the last speaker 
before I proceed with my o\An discussion It is said that the movement 
that IS being carried on in the country is doomed to failure Sir, I am not 
so sure about it I do not approve of it We must realise, as honest 
people, that there are two parties in the country who are fighting, one is 
the Government, and the othei is the Congress, and we do not knov, who 
IS going to win They are willing and anxious to see that it is a fight to 
the finish We are anxious that these two parties should be brought to- 
gether and made to accept reason, peae^ and conciliation It is leally too 
early, and it would be disastrous jnd even inadvisable and unwise for us 
to say that one party is going to win and the other party is going to lose 

Now, Sir coming to the question of the Round Table Conference, I am 
one of those wiio have welcomed the greav Viceregal announcement of 31st 
October, last I am one of those who really thought that India stood to 
gam by not opposing the Simon Commission , but what has happened till 
now since then t In spite of the support that has been given to the Simon 
Commission by many people, who have been accused as being traitors to their 
own country, the Simon Commission to-day have hurled upon India a 
Report which is unjustifiable from whatever point of view w^e may look at it 
Now, so far as the Round Table Conference is concerned, everyone of us 
expected much from it Everyone of us was convinced, oi felt at the time 
v^hen the great Viceregal announcement was made, that here was a chance 
by which India was going to attain Dominion Status More than six 
months have elapsed, and yet to-dav we are no neaier to Dominion Status 
than we w^ere befoie the 81st October We were expecting great messages 
from Ills Excellency the Vicero}, as w^ell as the Secretary of State for 
India, and only the other day Ills Excellency the Viceroy made a sincere 
appeal for co-operation hetw^een Indians and the English At the same 
time, he made a verv^ ineffective appeal, because he was not able to satisfy 
a large maiontv of the people of this country as to the hona fide<f of his 
Government and the Government in England Sir, what are we going to 
do in the Round Table Conference ’ Are we going to set up the future 
constitution for India f If so, is it not necessary that both the parties in 
this Conference, Indians on the one side and the English on the other, 
should be prepared to co-operate with one another on terms of equality, 
goodwill and good humour f Where is the good humour that is absolutely 
necessary t '^ere is the idea of equality or concession of equality from 
the English to the Indians f In India to-day we are faced with a nation- 
wide agitation with which most of us, I dare say, are not in sympathy, and 
we have made it clear on the floor of this House At the same time there 
is that movement in this conntry, and this movement has had the support 
of the people, not to the small extent that has been put by one of the leaders 
of my own party, but it has the support of a large majonty of the people 
of this country, ^though it may be they have been misguided Well, Sir, 
what have the Government been doing till now f Instead of giving a 
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chance for the liound Table Conference to decide the future constitution 
of India, the English Government have chosen, Sir, to give wide pubbcity 
to this disastrous and mischievous Report, the Simon Commission’s Report, 
by advertising it and by selling it cheaply. To-day it has been stated that 
the first edition has run out and the second reprint is coming out shortly 
and IS expected to sell out In addition to that, as my Honourable triend 
behind me just reminds me, the Secretary ot State, Mr Beiin, has announced 
in the House of Commons that he is considering seriously the possibility 
and the necessity for getting this Report translated into lus many languages 
as possible, so that England can carry on as much mischie\ous, disastrous 
and useless propaganda against India on l^halt of England not only in 
England, but also m all the countiies ot the world to justify the position 
of England and to justity the diehardism of England Sir, is this tlie 
atmosphere in which the Hound Table (Jonteience should meet i Is this 
the time when a Conference called the Round Table Conference should meet 
in England, where the future constitution of India can be (fiscussed ^ 

What 18 the part that is being played by the Government ot India 
itself ? Is the Government of India tiyiiig its best to see that the number 
of friends for itself and for the ideal ot the Round Table Conference is 
increasing V Instead of that, as my Honourable friend, Sir Co^vasJl 
Jehangir put it, they have attempted to try to increase their enemies All 
their actions have resulted in increasing the numbei of then o^vn enemies 
in this country, although these enemies are as anxious as my Honourable 
friends on the opjiosite side of the House to have a strongly organised Gov- 
ernment to maintain law and order m this country If you go an.vv\here 
m the country from which I come, the Andhra countr}% .vou will find that 
there is not even one important person who is prepared today to stake 
all his property and all his position in supporting the Goveinment Whv 
18 it so, Sir V Only tdl the other day there were a numbei of ])eople who 
called themselves eo-operators, who called themsdlves Justicites and who 
came forth willingly and gladly to support the Simon Commission And 
why should it be that all these millions of people should todav be ranged on 
the side of anarchism, on the side of those people who aie against the Go\- 
ernraent ? What is the cause T It la all very well, it is all veiv easv foi 
my Honourable fi lends on the other side to sav that thev are not lesponsibh* 
for this statv of things, but that it is civil disobedience and its adherents 
who really are the cause for this uprising of anarehv and for this atmos- 
phere of anarchy On the other hand, let them have some patience and let 
me say to them that in none of the important cities in the Northern Circars 
on the Coromandel Coast, is it possible for any one to organise a meeting, 
whether it be for the peaceful purpose of co-operative movement, or for 
anarchical purposes, or for the purpose of the civil disobedience movement 
Only the other day, when a co operative conference was about to be held 
in Guntur, the police authorities prevented its being held on the plea that 
there was section 144 m force. This demon of section 144 is visiting ev^ry 
place It 18 a contagious disease, which is spreading from place to place 
The whole of the country which I represent is now subject to the virulent 
attack of this demon of section 144, Criminal Procedure Code, as I would 
put it. In addition to that, you have what is known as a ban on the 
Gandhi cap I can wear a Gandhi cap here, but T cannot wear it in 
Guntur If I go there tomorrow, though I am a Member of this august 
Assembly, with this cap, I would be clapped in jail. Do you think that 
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that IS a thmg which any selt-respecting Go\ eminent, which any cnihsed 
Government, a Government winch is really anxious that Indians should 
come to terms with it, that Indians should co-operate with it, that Indians 
should accept the olive branch it now says it is offering, should do f 

Again today we aie told that there is local self-government in this 
country We are told, “ Look here, the Simon Commission hav'e recom- 
mended provincial autonomy You aie going to get it Why don’t you 
go to the Round Table Conference i ” W’^ell, Sir, what are w^e having in 
that part ot the country from which I come V In Guntur, the Collector 
issued a mandate to the Municipality of Guntur, stating clearlj that, unless 
each and every member ot that house voted in favour of the removal of 
the National Flag by a paitieular date— that w^as the 21st ot last month— 
unless this was done, each and every member was liable to be arrested 
It Is a statutory body It is a publac body and that bodv has alieady 
taken that paitieular decision, namelv, to hoist the Natioilal Flag on the 
Municipal Office Nov^ here are the members who are threatened wnth 
arrest Do you want to convert all ot them into anarchists ? Or do you 
want them to remain loyalists, moderates and co-operators i This has 
happened in my district If thev decided to keep the flag flying, they 
v\oul(] )iaM‘ been elaj)j)e(l in lail, ami voii would liave accused tlemi as being 
irresponsible people, as being mad people On the other hand, they ha\e, 
except for t^^o courageous people, i exscinded then own past Resolution and 
they have passed another Resoiution saving that they are prepared to 
remove it You are prepared to applaud them, I suppose Sir, no self- 
respecting Indian in this countiv, v\ho has got one decent drop of blood 
in him, can congratulate them At the same time I sympathise with them 
I do not expect them, I do not want to advise them to become unvMse, to 
become mad people Sir, there were police excesses everywhere I went to 
several places mvself I hava* seen hioken heads, I have seen broken limbs 
of several people I have seen many people lying down m the hospitals 
in villages like Angaliir, Gudlav allei u, Kantaram, Guchvada, Ellore and 
other places In addition to that, I liavo seen doors broken v\iiidows broken, 
houses broken into, and women insulted It does not stop there There 
v\ere dhobies who were threatened with imprisonment if they v^ashed 
khdddar cloths x\]l people were beaten there, whether thev were Ihaddat 
clad people or foreign cloth clad people, wherever they were found l.ook 
at the humour of the police action Thev simply go to a gath(*ring of five 
or SIX people and ask them to disperse When they start dispersing, the 
police begin to beat them To avoid this beating, if they run, they^ are still 
beaten until they are able to get into their hoases I know of cases where 
people were taken by their pig-tails out of their homes into the streets and 
insulted as being cowards for having run away from the police Is this 
the kind of action, is this the kind of behaviour that a civilised Government 
should exhibit in this country, if the Government of India expect to estab- 
lish a proper atmosphere for the Round Table Conference ? 

Again there were police excesses in Rajahmundry As ray Honourable 
friend Sir Cowasji Jehangir has put it certainlv there might have been 
and to some of the responsible and authorised exponents of 
British law formed themselves into a body of inquiry^ to inquire into the 
police excesses and stop the exaggerations, if any And what did the local 
authorities do 1 They simply sent them an order informing them that 
they should not form themselves into a committee of in<fuiry When they 
refused to abide by this police decision, the great demon of section 144 
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waa hurled upon them, and so they had to atop their imiuiry I© this th 
atmosphere that you are creating 

As my Honourable Iriend, Sir Cowasji Jehangir haa put it, it is not th^ 
number of people who have been hurt, killed or insulted which is the most 
important thing, but it is the kind of atmosphere that is being created m 
this count ly which really matters Can any one of the Honourable Mem- 
bers of this Assembly, however proud, however aristocratic, and how'cver 
great he may be, go to any place in the Andhra country today and tell them 
to go to the Round Table Confeience where they will get all kinds ot 
ref 01 ms and more jiower tor tlieir own country ? Can >ou talk sense to 
them 1 Can you make them lealise the benehts that they are deruing from 
this peaceful Government ? (bin you make them see the necessity tor law 
and order i Not at all, because the people have gone almost mad , mad, 
because they have been asking for freedom and they have been denied it , 
they have been asking for constitutional advance, and they have bean 
denied it They have been expecting more improvement, and what has 
been offered today is nothing This Commission's Report is a regular 
insult to the self-respect, to the manhood and a'ho to the hopes and desires 
of Indians Sir, we cannot go on at this rate 

I really want a Round Table Conference, I want it at once I want 
peace and goodwill to reign between England and India I know' that 
England, of all the Imperialistic countries, is the best I was m England 
for SIX yeais, and I can claim to have as many English friends as my 
English 'friends in this House can claim to have Indian friends for them- 
selves, friends for whom I have got great regard, friends with whom I have 
mo'ved foi years And yet. Sir, I cannot understand the attitude of Gov- 
ernment here and then supporters in England in bringing about the kind 
of atmosphere that w'e are now having in this countrv If we aie to have 
]ieace and goodwill to reign between these two great countries and nations, 
what we should tiv to do is somehow or other to got hold of these people 
who are today making a mad and desperate attempt to grasp at the fruit 
of fieedom and liberty Government may sav, “ How are we to get hold 
of these people, when'vou vourselves say that thev are mad and will refuse 
to grasp the hand of fellowship which we offered in October 31 ? ” Sir, 
what did the British Oovenimeut do in Ireland ^ They asked the pro- 
fessed Irish rebels, some of them condemned to death, to come and meet 
their responsible officers and Ministers Yon can ask the Congress to do 
the same thing Ton can ask them to stop this agitation and sav that vou 
are yirepared to offer this particular promise of implementing the scheme 
of Dominion Status at the forthcoming Round Table Conference Is that 
more indecent and undignified than the offer which was made by the mighty 
British Government to the professed rebels of Ireland ? 

Again, Sir, I wish to put another question How are you going to 
end this impasse which, as you say, these civil disobedience people have 
brought about ? Is it by the breaking of heads, oi is it by conciliation, 
by bringing them round to follow the path of wisdom and responsibility 
in their actions ? We have got Dr Ansari, one of the greatest of Congress- 
men, an cjc-President of the Congress, readv to help as far as po^ible 
and mediate between the Government of India and Mahatma Gandhi and 
Pandit Motilal If again Government wish to take that course, a glorious 
ODDortunitv has he^n criven hv Mr Slocombe the sneeial reoresentative 



DEMAI«JD8 FOR SUPPLEMENFARY (jRANl^-. 


141 


of the Daily Herald, by his inter\ie\\}s ^Mth Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit 
Motilal He showed to the British Government and also to the Indian 
Government that these people, who aie supposed to be mad, have got some 
sense m them and are prepared to come to teims with the British Gov- 
ernment Are not the Liberal leaders, men like my leader here, 
Mr Jayakar, aniuous that Dominion Status should be achieved for India ? 
They have asked for it time and again What more is being asked today 
by Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Motilal ? Nothing more than the “ Sub- 
stance ot Independence ” What else is it but Dominion Status as it is 
understood in the Dominions and also in England by responsible politicians 
and statesmen ? Every one is anxious to have the same thing Why is it 
so difficult for Government somehow' or other to assure the people that 
thev can go to the Round Table Conference without any injury to their 
idea^, 01 to their conception of self-respect t Why do they not take this 
initiative ? Is it beneath their dignity ? Is it not their duty somehow or 
other to bring back the people who are going mad ? Bring them back again 
into >our fold and see that these people aie able to enjoy the peaceful, pro- 
gressive, civilised and respectable form of Government which they desire 
In these circumstances, since the British Government and the Government oI 
India have failed to implement a scheme of Dominion Statms, since the 
llritish Government and the Government of India have failed to bring 
about conciliation in this country amongst the different actions of the 
people and themselves, I think it is leally beneath the dignity of any self- 
respecting Indian to go to the Round Table Conference It is not proper 
for iLs to go to that Conference, liowever beneficial, however useful and 
however tempting it may be I know the Honourable the leader of the Inde- 
pendent Party, Mr Jinnah, is ver^ very confident of his own powers of 
advocacy and his ability to go to th(‘ British peop/]e and convince them of 
the reasonableness, the sacredness and the justice of his own case for 
Dominion Status But, Sir, I wish to tell him most respectfully and 
humbly that if the whole of the civil disobedience movement is not able to 
reason with the Bntish Government and the Government of India, although 
it is supposed to be a mad movement, would it be possible for one 
Mr Jinnah, however intellectually gieat he may be, to convince the British 
Government who have already made np their minds about the Round Table 
Conference and aJso about the Simon Report ’ Would it not be better 
for him, intellectually eminent as he is, to stand by the side of the people 
and say, “ Do not go on m that mad rush, but come and let us fight with 
this Government It may be the Government is Satanic, hut it has still 
a bit of reasoning capacitv m it Let us go and attack it ” Of course, 
up till now, there have been very few signs of reasoning powers in the Gov- 
ernment of India At the same tune of course von should not take my 
expression “ Satanic form of Government to be absolutelv and literally 
true, because it consists of human beings who are agents of the Satamc 
Government, and it may be possible for us to convnnce these human beings, 
in some sub-conscious way, to change the very character of this form of 
Grovernment That is whv I am extremely anxious that my leader, 

Mr Jayakar, and ateo Mr Jinnah ‘jhoiild remain here on the floor of the 
Rouses and say it is beneath their dignity to go to the Round Table Com 
Perence 

There is yet another point In the Viceregal announcement that has 
)een made, it is stated that the representatives of India should go to England 
0 confer with— not the representatives of the British Government-— but the 
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representatives of the Bntish people This is a new expression , and it 
jars on my ears Hitherto we have been given to understand that our 
people are to go into that conference with the representatives of the British 
Goveininent and w^e were not given to understand, or even to guess, that 
the conference was to be between the people of India and the people of 
England Sir, if it is going to be the latter conference, I can a^'^sure >ou, 
if it were to be given to me to forecast events, that nothing moie than the 
Simon Commission recommendations will be got for India in its future 
constitution 

Secondly, Sir, the Viceroj, in his announcement, said that people of 
all different parties vvdl be welcomed and invited, but he did not state that 
the leaders of these different parties in the country" are going to be con- 
sulted in a resiionsiblc manner before the representatives for the Round 
Table Conference are selected The Honourable Mi Jinnah ga\e the 
w'arning to the Government, that Government should try its best to see 
that it did not get into a mess and that it selected proper repiesentatn es 
of the people who could deliver the goods Sir, I wish to address a ques- 
tion to him as to how tni he can feel confident that Government will show 
reason and sense in sebeting responsible people to represent India, e^en 
if we are to ignore, for t)H‘ time being, the followers of the civil disobedience 
movement and Gandhiji himself 1 Can he feel confident, taking the Gov- 
ernment’s past into consideiation, that the Government have got that much 
of wisdom or sense as to invite only such men as can reallv deliver the 
goods on behalf of the different communities of which this country is com- 
posed ? Can he feel sure about it ? I do not , and that is anothei reason 
why I oppose this particular motion I would like to o])pose the whole of 
this motion If that is not permitted, I should like to siqiport the cut 
There is a mischievous suggestion on the floor of this House bv one responsi- 
ble speaker that this cut should be withdrawn T protest against that , I 
do not apiiiove of it , it k the sacred duty of every one of the elected ^lem- 
bers of this House, as was indicated by Mr Jinnab, to vote foi this cut 
in order to show in an emphatic manner our indignation oiii dissatisfac- 
tion and our disillusionment against the past as well as the present policy 
of the Government 

Mr President • Anxious as T am that as many ITonouiable Members 
as possible should get an opportunity to speak in this im^iortant debate, 
under the powers which are vested in the Chair, I prescribe a time limit 
of fifteen minutes for each Honourable Member to speak 

Sir Hugh Oooke (Bombay European Rir I Imve listened with 
very great interest to the speeches 

Mr. M Am Jinnah • May I rise to a point of order ? I thought when 
T raised the point you said v"ou had no pow'er at all 

Mr President : What I meant was that no time limit was prescribed 
by law But the President, I suppose, has the power to prescribe ^ time 
limit if he wants to do so 

Mr. M, A Jinnah : What is the time limit you have prescribed now 1 
Mr President t Fifteen minutes. 
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Sir Hu^h Oocko 1 have listened, 8ir, with very great interest to 
the speeches which have been made today apd yesterday I do not pro- 
pose to follow the course which has been taken by many Honourable 
Members of discussing in detail or even m a general way the recommenda- 
tions of the Statutory Commission 1 should like to remind the House 
once more that that Commission vnus appointed for a definite purpose, 
namely, to inform Parliament of the state ot progiess in Incba and to 
make recommendations for a future constitution It is not surpusing that 
Indians should not agree, in the first place, with the composition of that 
Commission, or, m the second place, with its findings I think that there 
IS ver} good material in that Repoit, but I do not tor a moment suggest 
that we agiee on these Benches with e\er 3 part ot it , it has to be taken 
more as a guide or a basis for discussion, and it is a Report whicii, I 
venture to think, will be found to be extremely useful when we get 
round the table One reason why I do not desiie to go into particular 
recommendations is that I am veiv slow m.vself, not having a quick 
legal brain, to come to conclusions on the recommendations The 
morning they were published I had a Press representative in my office 
at about 12 o’clock wanting my opinion on the Report When I told him 
that I had not even completely read a sumiuaiy but only the headlines, 
he suggested that it was (juite enough and that he had already got 
several opinions But I said that I was not following that course The 
Report Is being examined bv the Associations which represent European 
interests in tins countrv and bv their various branches, and it will take 
time to digest the Repoit and to decide what particular recommendations 
they agree with and wdiat thev are opposed to It is often said — I do 
not know whether it has been said m this debate — that Europeans in 
this country are diehards and are not prepared to work wuth Indians to 
secure a more responsible constitution If that has been true at any 
time, it IS not true today I can safely ^ay, on behalf of the European 
interests, from such opinions as we have been able to gather up here 
from Calcutta, Madras and other ])laces, that there is no diehard spirit 
today among the Europeans (Hear, hear ) Our object is to assist 
India to get a constitution which is suitable and acceptable , and if 
anv degree of unanimity can be reached at the Round Table Oonference, 
to which our representatives will go von can rely on us to press those 
recommendations home with the authorities in England I see no leason 
why, m spite of the fact that’ many conferences have been held and have 
failed to reach any degree of unanirnitv, I see no reason why, having 
regard to the spirit which exists, v\e should not reach agreement op 
many many points when we get round the table , and the diehards in 
England, who have never been to India or perhaps only visited it many 
years ago are not going Vo dictate to India, provided we can all come 
to a leasonable solution of the various problems 

Sir, many points have been touched on in this debate with reference 
to the Commission's recommendations, and T have already said that I 
do not wish to enter into them . but those who consider that the Report 
IS not worthy of being read and that it should not even be taken to the 
Round Table Conference are, I think, being unjust to the Commission 
It IS perfectly true thilt the Commission consisted of 
® ^ seven British gentlemen. It is also perfectly true that 

they had not a lifelong knowledge of India, which gentlemen m this 
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House ha\e ]3ut the fact remains that they made a very exhaustive 
studj of t'hc constitutions in tne other Dominions and ot the conditions 
pi mailing in India today, and I think that when their recommenda- 
tions aie carefully examined, it will be found that nian> of them are 
probably tlie most useful which can be obtained It is all very well to 
condemn the recommendations which appear m the Report It is quite 
another matter to substitute others which are more satisfactoi} and 
wdiich aie more likel} to in<(‘t w'lth general acceptance 1 should like to 
join with those Ilonourabh^ Members of this House who have spoken 
tudd} in expressing tlie hojie that it will still be possible, although the 
tune IS very shoit, to gel th(‘ repi csentatives of the Congress to th(‘ Con- 
ference It has been suggested today that the initiatne foi this niu'^t 
come trom the (io\ernmen1 1 think, 8ir, that the first move must come 
tiom those who staited the movement, and 1 hope Honourable Membeis 
who have spoken about th(‘ importance of the co-opeiation ot the CVmgnss 
leadf'fs will try and g<d into touch with those wdio started and who aie 
cariying on the non-eo ojierution movement and the civil disobedience 
moveimmt with a view to g<dting them to the Round Table Conference, 
because I feel ipiite sure that Cover ument^ w ill not be abh* to resist anv 
approaeb from them Noi do f think that Oovernnient will be able to 
icsist an> d(‘siie from responsible men to get into touch with the leaders 
ot the Congress who an' now' in jail I trust theiefoK', that the Mem- 
bers of this House will us( >11 Iheir influence, in the short time that re- 
mains, to get into touch with the Congress representatives with a view 
to getting them to the Round Table Conference If the Congress re- 
presentatives do not go to the Hound Table (hmferenee it will be said 
afterwards that the deciHions which have been arrived at at the Con- 
t(‘rence will not he acceptable to Indians, because representatives of a 
large section of Indians were not present at the Conference I think it 
is very di'sirable tliat that should be avoided if possible I know the 
difficulties are very great, and it remains for those who have influence 
with the Congiess Party to get into touch with them and to do their best 
to induce them to come to the Round Table Conference 

Blr Adit Prasad Singh (Darbhanga cum Saran Non-Muhammadan) 
Sir, T beg to rise to press one point which is bv tar the novel point and 
which deserves the most serious consideration of this Honourable House 
Sir, in paragraph 296, at page 257 of Volume II of the Commissioners’ 
Report they speak about new provincial taxes, among which that on 
agricultural incomes is conspicuous by its high figure Sir, the Honour- 
able Members of this House are well aware that India is mostly an agri- 
cultural country The poor rayat population of India are already 
hoavilv burdened, or rather overburdened with so many taxes that they 
can hardly meet their requirements in spite of their hard struggle for 
bare existence and the necessities of life. Take the case of the zemindars 
and other landlords In almoet eveiy case thev pav al a very high rate 
to the utmost capacity land revenue to Government It is so hard m 
their case that several old and ancient zemindaries have, been sold for 
arrears of revenue Be he the poor rayat or the rich zemindar every 
one wuU be hard hit by this oppressive tax Moreover Sir, this will lie 
quite contrary to and against the existing laws of the land This will 
be not only against engagements and declarations of Government at the 
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tune of the Permanent Settlement, but against all the existing laws and 
Acts for imposing income tax from the jear 1818 till 1930 

There is another matter in the Report which seriously affects the 
zeramdais The veiy meagre representation which the zemindars en- 
joyed under the I^Iontford reforms is proposed to be taken awaj If 
the Honourable Members will be pleased to analyse the reasons given 
by the Comraissioneis for the abolition of the existing separate land- 
holders’ constituency, they will at onee see the fallacy of the arguments 
advanced by the Commissionei s in support of their views The Com- 
missioners saj that the landlords predominate in the Councils and Legis- 
lative Assembly, as they manage to get in thiough other constituencies, 
Ignoring the fact that such landloids do not get in as landloids, but 
say as Swarapsts or on other tickets abandoning the landlords’ inteiests 
It w'ould not be correct to sa\ that ihev aie the repiesentatn es ot the 
zemiiidais Moreover as Honouiahh* Members are aware (wery pro- 
fessional man or man ot business owms some land and is called a 
zemindar, whereas liis main intei est is in something else It would not 
be fair to classify them as repi <‘sontatives of the zemindais, as the 
Commissioners ha^e done 

Sii, with these words, 1, on behalt ot agriculturists and landholders, 
condemn the Simon Commission s Report Therefore, with all the foiee 
at m\ command 1 hope this House will pay a very seiious att^uitioii to 
this aspect of the question 

Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda (Ajmer-Merwara General) Sir, I rise 
to suppoit the motion mo\ed by my Honourable friend, Mian Mohammad 
Shah Nawaz, proposing a cut ot Rs 100 in demand No 75 Though the 
Iioliev and the general merits of the Round Table Conference are under 
discussion in this House, we have heard very little about the Round Table 
Conference itself, wdiile w’c have heard a great deal about the Simon 
Commission Is this not a sure' indication Sir, does it not elearh show, 
that the chief work before the Round Table Conference will be the con- 
sideration and the discussion of tlie Simon Commission’s Report That 
Repoit, Sir, is a verv vicious document It is a Report based partly on 
one-sided cMdence which Governm<‘nt has laid before the Commission, 
and partly on the evidence produced before it by persons w^ho ha\e 
openly and clearly ad\ocated their owm sectional interest , but apart 
from all this, there are many recommendations in the Repoit wdiieh are 
not based on any evidence or anv facts and thus reveal the Commission’s 
reactionary^ designs To illustrate this latter — recommendations based 
on no evidence — I wnll give the House one instance While dealing with 
the Minor Administrations, the Commission, in the first Volume of their 
Report, say that Ajmer-Merwara is a Non-Regulation province, admims 
tered by a Chief Commissioner, but that the people of Ajmer-Merwaia 
enjoy the privilege of electing a Member to the Central Ijegislature In 
the second Volume, containing their recommendations, the Commission, 
without proposing any political adinnee in the province say the adminis- 
tration should remain as it js tha+ the Chief Commissioner should con- 
tinue to administer the province, but they go further and recommend that 
the privilege enjoyed by the people of Aimer-Merwara to elect a Member 
to the Legislative Assembly should be taken away from them and the 
Local Government should be empowered to nominate a Member to the 
Central Legislature Now, Sir no evidence has been produced before 
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the Commission advocating this view Neither the Hindus nor the 
Muhammadans hH\e asked tor it The Commission have given no reasons 
whatevei in suiipoit of their recommendations as to why the people of 
Ajmer-Merwara should be deprived of their right of representation by 
election, and why nomination should be substituted for election Sir, 
does this not clearly show the hostile attitude of the Commission towards 
India, her rights and her claims and does it not show the reactionary 
policy of the Commission / 

This Report, Sir, is an unmitigated evil except for one good sugges- 
tion — the enfranchisement ot women It unfolds in reality a scheme of 
dark designs, the darkness of which is unrelieved by any lay ot sympathy, 
goodwill or justice Tf the Simon Commission’s Report is at all allowed 
to come for consideration before the Round Table Confeience, what 
guarantee is there that the dominant party in the Confeience will not 
make the misleading case, presented by it. the basis ot their lecominen- 
dations for the futuie constitution o^ this country / 

The Ue])ort, Sn, should be bannml , it ‘'hould be thrown on to the 
scrap heap. 

A learned and Honourable colleague ot mine on these Benches 
declared yesterday that he was not afraid to go before the Conference 
and put his cas(* betoie an imjiartial tiibunal An eminent advocate 
that he is, convinced of the justice of his case as he is, he is prepared 
to go and put his case before anv impartial tribunal But is he satisfied 
that the conditions which he envisages to exist do actually exist ? Is 
there any impartial and disinterested tribunal w^hicli will judge his case ? 
Is he quite sure that the tribunal before wdiich he will put his case, pre- 
judiced as it must be by the Report submitted by a Commission contain^ 
ing people representing all the parties in Parliament and some of whom 
are members of the present British Cabinet, — that they w^ill be so dis- 
interested as not to be influenced by the misleading facts that have been 
placed before the public in that Report ? And, then, is he quite sure 
that that tribunal is disinterested ? The first qualification of an im- 
partial judge IS that he has no interest whatever in the case that is 
before him Is he quite sure that that tribunal, w^hich is the custodian 
of the interests of Britain, is merely a disintei ested obser^er of events 
in India, and is not intei ested at all whether the domination of a foreign 
power over this country is maintained or loosened, whether the power 
w^hich the constituents of that tribunal have o\ei the resources of this 
country is retained by those constituents or given up by them ? Sir, 
it IS no use talking of' impartiality and disinterestedness It is time that 
this camoiifiage about imnartialit\ ibout the whitp man’s burden about 
disinterested service rendered by Englishmen to India was given up 

Sir, some people lay the iihction to their disturbed souls, hoping 
against hope, that the Simon Commission’s Report will he onlv one item 
amongst several other items before the Conference Deluded are they 
who think so What guarantee is there that the party whase interests 
lie that wav will not base its decision on that one item ? Can vou pre- 
vent a judge from basing his decision on any piece of revelant evidence 
which IS placed before him ? It is therefore absolutely hopeless to expect 
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fair play before any tribunal when the opposite party holds loaded 
dice in Its hands The dice are loaded m their favour by this Report 
and fair play can not be expected Theiefore, this Simon Commission's 
Report must be thrown on to the scrap heap It should in fact be buried 
deep on the English shore, a cable’s length from the sea It is only then 
that you can expect to have fan play m the Round Table Conference 

Sir, I am not against going to the Round Table Conference 
at all I am not against meeting any opponents or others an.'s where 
But when we do meet and ha\e a game, let tliere be a fair game If 
this be secured, I would ha\e no objection to going to the Conference, 
I would not only ad\ocat(‘ going to the Round Table Conference, but 
I w^onld, speaking foi nn^elt, \oTe not onh the amount which is claimed 
in Demands Nos 73 and 83, but w'ould gladly ^ote four times that 
amount, it I could be sure that there would be fair play in that Con- 
ference and that all those who do ieall> represent the people and the 
Intel ests of this e(»uiiti\ will jiaitieipate in that Conterencc 

Pandit Chum Lai (Jnllundnr Dn ision Non-Muhammadan) Sii, I 
will oppose this cut and support the oiiginal motion tor the grant with 
the following remark, that the vote ot this House should not be pressed 
to a division on this cut If we \ote m favour of the cut and caii.N the 
motion, it means that w^e are not in favour of the Simon Commission’s 
Repoi*t But that is not the case The Honourable the Mo\er of this 
cut motion, T mean Mian Mohammad Shah Nawaz, has said that it does 
secure an advance on the present state of the constitution in India, and 
manv other Honourable Members are also of the same opinion Again, 
if we reject this motion of m\ Honourable friend, that means that we 
endorse the Simon Commission’s Report, which again is not the case, 
I suppose, because nobodv wishes that it should be the guiding piinciple 
of our constitutional destmv T beg to submit that it will place us in a 
wrong position altogetliei T therefore submit to the House that we 
'•hould not go to a division on this motion 

The other question which I wanted to place before the House is this 
Directly or indirecth , this motion means, if it is larned that w^e stand 
for the boycott of the Round Table Conference 

Mian Mohammad Shah Nawaz Nothing of the kind, if ^ou will 
read mv motion 

Pandit Ohnni Lai * 

* This 18 required for expenditure in India in connection I'ltli the Rountl Table 
Ckinferenfe to be held in London in October next for the purpose of considering the 
fortlieonung general constitutional revision ” 

The Demand states that the amount is required foi the expenses that 
are to be incurred in connection with the Round Table Conference If 
this ent motion is carried, it will mean that w^e stand for the bovcott of 
the Round Table Conference My submission is that that is not the mow 
that T have been able to gather from the various speeches that hH\ e been 
made in this House by so many Honourable Members since yesterday I 
therefore say that this motion should not be supported 

Mian IMiaiaiiiad Shah Hawaz . How do you say that mv motion 
will have that effect ? 
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Pandit Chum Lai . Becciu.se the Demand is directly connected with 
the expenses that aie to be iiicuiied in connection with the Round Table 
Conference that is coming oft It has got nothing to do directly with 
the Simon Commission’s Repoit or the recommendations made in that 
Repoit On tlie other hand, it has everything to do with the expenses 
that are to be incurred m connection with the (’onterence It has got 
two portions , one portion to he spent m India, and the other portion in 
London I therefoie submit that it will not be to the credit of this 
lloui^e it we pass this vote of censure against the Government by voting 
tor this cut, and at the same time say that we are m tavonr ot the Round 
Table Conference 

Now, 8ir, I come to the subject matter of the present discussion 8o 
far as that point is concerned, my submission is that the idea of holding 
a Round Table Conference is no doubt an unique triumph of this Honour- 
able House It was in 1924, as was remarked by Mr M K Acliarya, 
that this demand was unanimously made by all the elected Members of 
this House, and the appointment of the Round Table Confeiencc is a 
success and a triumph tor this House Whatever detractors on both 
sides may say, it is, ot eourse, a gieat opportunity I say, 8ir, with all 
the force that I can eommand, that we should not lose this opportunity, 
because, if wo lose tins oppoitunit> and boycott, or do not take advantage 
of this Round Table (’onference, we wull be told that we were judged and 
found wanting If the ojiportunitv is lost, I do not mean to say that we 
will be hopelessly lost toi evei, but it will mean another period of trial 
and sufteiing tor the countiv True statesmanship lies in taking hold 
ot the psv ehologieal moment, and that is the reason why, in my opinion, 
we imi.st take advantage ot this and do our best foi the betterment of 
the eonntiy The Round Table Confeiencc will mean that the leaders 
()} both the nations will have to sit together round a table— whethei it is 
round or otheiw'is(‘ — and ])ut then shoulders to the wheel in older to 
make constitutional iwogiess tliat is acceptable to this country possible 
Xow\ Sii, knowing what aie the duties of the elected Members of this 
House, 1 also sav tlia^ the Government have got a veiy clear duty to 
perform Thev must kiunv that the movement that is going on in the 
eonntiv at the pie^ent (1a\ is not a temporal v phase This movement, 
T w^onld submit, is an expression of a deep malady, a maladv w’hich is 
the oiiteonn* ot economic and social unrest Mv submission is that the 
Round Table Confcicmcc that is going to be held will not be a success, 
it will not serve the pm pose for w'hieh it is meant if it is not representa- 
tive The host of India -T mean the greatest son of India, Mahatma 
Gnndlu— with all his followers both men and wmmen, is behind the 
piison walls AVith about 20 000 of them in lail, we cannot talk of 
negotiations for peace I therefore wish to loin hands with the Honour- 
able Mr Sen, when he appealed strongly to the Government to find out 
some w’av of reconciliation with the Congress leaders T read from the 
papois that a section of the Congress are thinking of revising their old 
])ollc^ H v\e can get a genuine gesture for these Congress people from 
the Government then T am confident* that the people will take up that 
gesture and then vie can vei\ well ignore the rev'olutionarv portion of 
the Congress If that can be ‘posable, then of course we shall he success- 
fnl m arming at a settlement which will give ns peace, so that India and 
England mav go on together for some time at least Otherwi^ the 
Round Table Conference w ill be a mere formal ceremony 
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Now, Sir, if we are m favour of going to the Bound Table Con- 
ference, we should not carry this cut In that view there is no reason 
to oppose this Demand of Rs 2,66,000 0» the contrary we must oppose 
this cut which has been moved by the Honourable Mr. Shah Nawaz. 
Almost all the parties in the House have supported the idea of going to 
the Round Table Conference Some of them have been saying that they 
are very anxious to go to the Round Table Conference Therefore it 
does not stand to reason that we should oppose this Demand, which re- 
presents the sum which is meant for the expenses of the Round Table 
Conference, which they are all very anxious to join. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Saturday, 
the 12th July. 1930 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Saturday, 12th July, 1930 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr President in the Chair 


ELECTION OF THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT 
AIersage prom His Excellent! the Viceroy and Governor General 

Mr President : I have receued the following Message from His 
Excellency the Governor General 

(The Message was received by the Assembly standing.) 

‘‘ In pujsuance of the provmon^ of subsection (2) of section 63C 
of the Government of India Act, 7, Edward Frederick Lindley, 
Baron Irwin, hereby signify that I appiove the election by the 
Legislative Assembly of Sit Haii Singh Gour ns Deputy Piest- 
dent of the said AssembUj {Cheers ) 

Simla, (Sd ) IRWIN, 

The 11th July, 1930 Viceroy and Governor General** 


ELECTION OP MEMBERS TO THE GOVERNING BODY OF TUB 
INDIAN RESEARCH FUND ASSOCIATION 

Sir Frank Noyce (Secretary, Department of Education, Health and 
Lands) Sir, I move that this House do proceed to elect, in such manner 
as the Honourable the President maj direct, two Members to sit on the 
Governing Body of the Indian Research Fund Association in place of Sir 
Puvshotamdas Thakurdas and Dr Moonje, who have ceased to be 
Members of this House 

Sir, a few words of explanation are I think due to the House m 
support of a Resolution which, at first sight, may seem unnecessary 
as the tenure of the two Members of the House who are to be elected 
to sit on the Governing Body of the Indian Research Fund Association 
will m the nature of things be very short As the House will doubtless 
remember, m February last, in the course of the debate on a Resolution 
moved by the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition, I gave an 
undertaking that the Government would not proceed further with the 
scheme for the location of the Central Medical Research Institute at 
Behra Dun until they were in receipt of the views of a conference con- 
sisting of representatives of the Medical Faculties of the different 
Universities, the Director General of the Indian Medical Service, the 
Public Health Commissioner with the Government of India, the Director 

( 151 ) 
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of tlie Central Research Institute, Kasauli, a representative of the All- 
India Medical Association, and two Members of this House and one 
Member of the Council of State That conference has been fixed for the 
21st of this month It has not been possible to hold it earlier for two 
reasons, partly because the material to be presented to it was not com- 
plete, but mainly because Majoi -General Graham, the Public Health 
Commissioner, and (’olonei Chiistophers, the Director of the Central 
Research Institute, Kasauli, have been m Europe Colonel Christophers 
only returned a few days a^o, and General Graham reached India 
yesterday It appeared to Government that the obvious representatives 
of this House were the two Members it had elected to the Governing 
Body ot the Indian Research Fund Association, which is very closely 
interested in this matter Unfortunately both of them ha\e resigned 
and, in these circumstances, it is necessary to fill their places m order 
that this House may be suitably represented at the confeience which is 
to meet on the 21st Sir, I move 

The motion was adopted 

Mr. President : I may inform Honourable Members that for the pur- 
pose ol election ot ineinlx'rs to fill the vacancies caused by the resigna- 
tion of Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas and Dr Moonje on the Governing 
Body of the Indian Research Fund Association the Assembly Office will 
be open to receive nominations up to 12 Noon on Monday, the 14th July, 
1930, and that the election, if necessary, \m11 take place in this Chamber 
on Tuesday the loth July, PhlO The election will be held in accordance 
with the principle of propoitional repiesentation by means of the .single 
tiansferable vote 


DEMANDS FOR SUPPLEMENTARY GRANTS— ronc/d 

M ISl^ELLANEOUS — COUcI d 

Inadequate and Un^ai%sfactory Suggestions and Rt commendations of the 
Indian Statutory Commission 

Mr. President : The House will now resume the discussion on the 
cut moved by Mi Shah Nawaz to the motion of the Honourable Sir 
George Schuster 

Mr. K 0. Neogy (Dacca Division : Non-Muhammadan Rural) Sir, 
I think my Honourable friend, Mr Farookhi, did right in trying to focus 
the attention of this House on the great desirability of securing a proper 
atmospheic for the holding of this Conference in London I was rather 
distiesv,ed to note His Excellency the Viceroy’s observation, when he 
addressed this House last, to the effect that Government were determined 
to prosecute their fight against the civil disobedience movement I have 
no (plan el with Government in their desire to uphold law and order. 
Indeed m} \ery presence here to-day ought to signify that I have nothing 
in common with the civil disobediehce movement (Hear, hear) ; hut 
what I maintain is that if the Govewiment must fight, it miwt be a dean 
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fight and I am here to-day, Sir, to tell this House from my own ex- 
perience that the fight has been anything but clean so far as my expe- 
rience goes I was rather interested to hear the Honourable the Home 
Member while he made an interruption during the speech of my Honour- 
able friend, Sir Cowasjee Jehangir yesterday He said, with perfect 
naivete, that he did not know that innocent persons had been assaulted 
The Honourable Mr. H. G Haig (Home Member) That is not what 
I ^aid, Sir 

Ad Honourable Member He said that he did not know that inno- 
cent persons had been deliberately assaulted 

Mr K 0 Neogy : The Honourable the Home Member inquired as to 
wliether innocent persons had been deliberately assaulted Sir, I am 
heie to tell him that every word ot the accusation that fell from my 
Honoiiiable friend, Sir ('owasjee .Jehangir, on this point is true, and that 
what is happening in Bombay is happening almost all over India Either 
the Honourable Mejnber chooses to keep his eyes shut, or he is incom- 
petent to hold Ills present office Sir, from my own experience T hav6‘ 
"Tound that it is nothing but the sjuiit of General D>er, nothing but the 
spirit that prompted the Jallianwala Bagh, flmt is'sCalking this land 
Jaliianwala Baghs are being enacted every day aTT over India , and if 
tlu Honourable the Home Memliei pretends ignorance about it, all I 
can ''dv IS that he is not fit to d isc harge the obligations of h is office 
and tJiaJ:,I_do not consider that h(‘ is loval toT TT^TlxcelleiicyThe Vicero^ 
because I have no doubt about the sihceritv' o*f His Excel 1 ency “'frPhrs 
d(Mi(‘ to pionioto an atmospheie of jieace and goodvvTirTn ffils land so 
that this (’oiiference ma\ come to iisetul conclusions 

Sii, what T liavc seen with luv own eyes in Bengal enables me to 
bcai testimony to the leign of terror that has been instituted during 
the ILiig-Kniei son legime I do not know w^hether the Honourable the 
llonu Meifihrr CTi es to read all tliat appears in the newspapers But 
the repoits that h,i\c appealed fioui time to time in the various news- 
pa poi'- jiartieiilai 1} of Bengal, eontiiin enough (widenee of what I am 
allcL^ing lien* Th(* Government, howx‘\ei instead of takings the straight- 
foiward cfiuise ot jirosecuting anv of these new'spapers for alleged 
misrepresentation of tacts, have luomulgated the Press Ordinance in 
ordei to gag the Press^ I will not draw the attention of the TTonourable 
the Ilonie Memher to the reports that have appeared from time to time 
in the daily newspapers of Bengal or in the periodical Press, but I 
should like to know if his attention has been drawn to the pictures that 
have appearid in these papers Sii, men may he, even Government 
offieiaB mav lie, but I do not think the camera lies Here is a photo 
,of a ten y ear old bo> beaten senseless by the District Magistrate with 
his hunting crop He is lying in the laps of three ladies This appeared 
in a leading peiiodical on the 1st of May Has any action been taken 
against this publication f Has the District Magistrate of Midnapore 
sued the editor for damages ? Have the Government taken any notice 
of it ? Will It merely do for the Honourable the Home Member to get 
up in this House and say that all that appears in the Press is false t 
That is hardly sufficient , things have gone too far now 

Sir, I will now come to another story When these allegations 
about the excesses of the police began to reach us m Calcutta, we held 
a conference of a number of responsible nien, beca^^ at the^ present 
L5CPB(LA) A* 
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moment it is not possible to hold a public meeting in Calcutta, thanki 
to the promulgation of section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code Tht 
conference decided to appoint a non-offieial committee of inquiry to gc 
about and see things for themselves and make a report The Chairman 
of this Committee was Mr J N Basil, M L C , President ot the Indian 
Association, which is the leading liberal body in Bengal T am very 
pleased to find the Honourable the Law Member in his seat to-day, 
because 1 want him to tell this House as to whether the testimony ot 
Ml Basil can be relied upon I understand that Mr Basil has been 
selected as one of the members of the Indian delegation to the Round 
Table (hinterenee It may or may not be tiue, but I do not think the 
Honourable the Law Mernbei would question his competenev to represent 
India at that place Mr J N Basu was the Chairman ot this Com- 
mittee, and tlie names of the other members are as follows 

Mr Alvhil Cliaiidra Datta, Senior Ad\ocate, who was in the Bengal 
Legislalive Council for many \{‘ars He sat there even during llie Morley- 
Minto days Mr B N Sasinal, Barrister, an er-M L C Mr P Banerji 
a (uosent Member of the Legislative Council who fought the Congress and 
defeated the Congress candidate Dr J N Maitra, another e,r-M L C , 
who IS a very eminent physician of Calcutta Then there was myself and 
a Professor, Mr P R Sen of the Calcutta University, who 'has so far 
taken no part in polities, myself and Professor Sen being the Secretaries 
of this Committee The first place we went down to was Contai, W’here- 
from most of these reports had been combing Now, what happened the 
ver.v first morning when we w^nt out to visit certain localities Irom which 
we had received certain definite allegations ? The first tiling that hap- 
pened to us was that we got arrested, all of us, inchiding Mr Basu 
{Cites of “Shame, shame” from Non-Official Benches) Will the 
Honouiable Members bear with me when I give the eircumstances of the 
arrest from the report of this Committee and may I ])ause .iml tell this 
House as to how effectively the present Government ])olie} has been operat^ 
mg in Bengal We have found it impossible to get this report, unanimous- 
ly signed as it is, published in any newspaper, except in a garbled form, 
because every little thing that has a bearing on incidents of a certain 
kind and which is to appear in the Press has got to be submitted, first of 
all to an ofiieer whose name I find it difficult to pronounce 1 am told he 
has been appointed as n sort of Press censor And what is more remark- 
able IS that there is not a single printing press in Calcutta winch is pre- 
pnied to undertake the printing of this report This is the leUer which I 
received from the Joint Secretary It is dated the 7th July He says • ^ 

I hare been unable up till now to find a press which is prepared to undertake 
he printing of it ” 

This IS the position The mam purpose why I came here this time was 
that 1 wanted to find some place somewhere wheie I could put the findings 
of this Committee on record Sir, now to resume my story At about 
7-80 A M on the 2r)th May, 1930, the visiting members left for a place 
called Piehaboni which was at a distance of about 6 miles from Contai 
wid w^hich was one of the localities in connection with which complaints 
[iad liecn made When they were nearing Piehaboni, several villagers came 
up to the cars in wrhich the visiting members were travelling and requested 
iheitt to stop Many of the villagers, who appeared to be m a state of 
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panK’, complained that some officials and policemen had visited their housei 
that morning, a short time previously, and had beat them with lathu 
and had destroyed a great part of their belongings at their houses Some 
of the men showed fresh marks of assault on their bodies With a view 
to ascertain the truth of the statements about destruction of property, the 
members decided to visit the house of some of the complainants. They 
crossed some fields on foot and \^ent to Subarnadighi which was the village 
nearest to the point where their cars had stopped They saw at a distance 
some officials and some policemen passing near the village with lathis 
end guns The visiting members went into the hut of Bhima Charan 
Sauianta, where they found \ei> lecent signs of a raid Most of the 
domer)tiC articles were scattered about and many were broken Parched 
rice and ghee were found scatteied on the ground Some gunny bags 
containing ^ted giain and other giains had been torn open and a large 
pait of the grain had been scattered about the courtyard They w'ere told 
that ])olicemen had entered the house that morning, and though there was 
no reMsiance or opposition of any kind from the inmates of the house, the 
polieemen had without any cause destroyed the belongings which mean so 
much to a \illager {Cues of “ Shame, shame ”, from Non-Official 
Benches 'i 

While tlio members were thus euf^ajfod in inspecting the nature and the extent 
of the devastation inside the hut, an oflieial entered it followed by police constables, 
who had guns and liaUhets ” 


Mark these words I do not know' whether the Honourable the Home 
M'mihei has l.iid down anv regulations for the police to carry hatchets as 
arms This official asked them as to what they were doing there He was 
told that the members had come from Calcutta to make an inquiry to as- 
certain the [)ioof of complaints made in connection with certain happen 
mgs at Contai, and they were imspecting the house to ascertain the truth 
about the complaint regarding loss of and damage to property The 
official who was the Suh-Divisional Officer, stated that the members were 
inciting the people He was told that hi« statement was not correct and 
that the visiting members were only ascertaining the facts To cut the long 
story short, we were arrested and taken to the police camp Then on our 
way we found a large crowd near the police camp who had gathered to 
maruifacliiic s<ih The Sub-Divisional Officer stated You have been 
inciting these people We said that we had nothing in common with them 
and that we did not believe in that sort of thing. So we continued there 
under arrest for some time Then after a time we were released We 
said that we were going to tell those people that if they continued manu- 
facturing salt m this way, our inquiry would be hampered, and we would 
tiy our best to induce them to go back to their villages so that w'c might 
cany on the inquiry m a peaceful and judicial atmosphere Now, what 
did v\e see when we met these people ’ Some jieople came up to our cars 
and showed marks on their bodies of hurt inflicted by the police, which, 
they stated, had been inflicted without provocation Some of the wounds 
were fresh and looked as if the same had been mflicted wuthin a short 
time One man, who was unabh* to move and appeared to have been 
severely beaten, was carried on the shoulders of the persons An aged 
man said that he had been assaulted that morning by the police without 
provocation while he was following the Sub-Divisu>nal Officer and the 
members of this Committee at a distance, as we were being marched to 
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the police camp This man’s fault was that he was following us and he 
had been assaulted almost m our very presence 

“ Thej found India Jana’s wounds fresh and his cloth had fresh stains of blood 
An elderlj woman named Surja also showed her arm which had been severely injured 
causing bleeding and swelling ” 

We saw all these things as we were coming back to the village from 
Arhich we were arrested The Report proceeds 

“ Then the} reentered that village and went to the house of Mahendra Nath 
Banisnta and made notes of the damage which they saw there and which was said to 
have been done by the police that morning The Members found that a larg** nuiahcr 
of earthenware ressels in the house had been broken, some books,” 

— perhaps those primary text books belonged to some children of the 
house, — 

“ some books and papers had been scattered about in the verandah and in the 
courtyard, a part of the thatch of the roof with the framework had been pulled down 
Borne paddy bags had been cut open and part of the contents had been strewn about 
iiid some junupkins sinashecl The ineiuberH next visited the house close b} where 
they founci a girl about 18 years old in an advanced stage of pregnancy Her name 
was Ambu Bhe was Iving dowti on the verandah apparently still sufifering from 
shock and puin Bhe was breathing with diflicultv Her e^es veere closed with tears 
trickling Bho made her statement with some difficulty Bhe complained of her breast 
being twisted and of her being kicked on the hip ” (Bhame ) 

Kow, Sir, all thiH happened in the presence of the Sub-Divisional Officer 
The Committee in another place go on to refer to this particular case 

and say . 

At Bubariiadighi, the girl in an advanced stage of prognnnov was found to be 
breathing with difficulty, tears trickling down from her ejes, and she bore marks of 
molestation on her person It is surprising that a case like this should have h ippened 
with a Magistrate accompanying the police partv The girl was not phvsic ill} cap, able 
of creating such troubles as might lead to her being assaulted Bhe had also no time 
to concoct a story as tlie Members arrivc*d at her house soon after the police left her 
house ” 

The Honourable Mr. H. O Haig : Is the Honourable Member aware 
of the communupi^ issued by the Government of Bengal on 2nd June, 
referring to the allegations of assaults on women in (’ontai, which con- 
tains these words 

“ Government have caused enquiries to be made and are satisfied that these 
itatcnients are false and c ilculatod misrepresentations of the facts ” 

An Honourable Member : Tt is a lie 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : It IS a deliberate lie. I want an opportunity to 
publish my facts and my Honourable friend might prosecute me for that 
if he has the courage to do so We are familiar with such communiques 
emanating from that ^aimfactory of lies known as the Bengal Becre*- 
1 an a t 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur cum Champaran • Non- 
Muhammadan) Nobody believes that communique , certainly not we 

Mr. Bl. E. Jayakar (Bombay City Non-Muhammadan Urban) Is 
the Honourable Member in a position to state through whose agency 
the Bengal Government made these enquiries ! 

The Honourable Mr, H. 0. Haig : I have no information other than 
the Government communique 
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Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh : Is that all f 
An Hononrable Member : That is absolutely useless 

M^. K. 0. Neogy : I will not dwell on this part of the story any 
further Now, Sir, when we were recording the statement of this girl, 
some officials again came up and took us away saying that the Sub- 
Divisional Officer wanted us Thus we were prevented from continuing 
our enquiry in the way that we wanted and we told the Sub-Divisional 
Officer so I read from the report 

“ The Members tojd him that they were being prevented from continuing the local 
enquiry in the village in the neighbourhood, but the Sub Divisional Officer pressed them 
to accompany him to Contai which they did The villagers were willing to place 
evidence before the members But the local officers were reluctant that the visiting 
members should see more than what the} had seen or hear more than what they had 
heard ” 


The Committee proceed 

** A local enquiry at that stage would have been of great help in ascertaining facts, 
as the assaults and raids were said to have been tomnutted within the previous hour 
or thereabout and there would have been no difficulty m aseertainuig the nature and 
extent of the injury said to have been influtod on the villagers The Oonimittee were 
surprised that anxiety should have been shown by the local officials for stopping a 
careful enquiry at a time when the events had only recently h.ippened The presence 
of the visiting members led for the tinu being to the discontinuance of mnnufoeturo ^ 
of salt There was no ground for the unfounded statement of the Sub-pivliioBI^ 
Officer that the visiting members v\erc in< iting the men of the locality 
statements, observed wounds and inspected damage to the property 
in dispersing a gathering of people, in order that the enquiry might procee^lj^ pT'A 
cabn and judicial atmosphere They acted with forbearance when obstructed byHwcal 
officials But though the local officials found that the presence and attitude of the 
visiting membeis led to the atmosphere iiecoimng peaceful, with the absence of nil 
incitement to violence, yet they tried to stifle the enquiry in the locality where evidence 
tendered bv the villagers against the local officials and the police was fresh and the 
physical signs had not been obliterated ” 

Now, Sir, the Committee examined a large number of witnesses, includ- 
ing women and as a result of the examination of the female witnesses, 
this IS what they have recorded 

“ Seven female witnesses were examined, some of whom still bore marks of iniury 
on their persons ’ ’ 

— This was in one particular place called Kholakhali — 

All of them complained of severe i‘'Siult by canes, fists and kuks Thev also 
said that the clothes of some of them had been tom off their bodies and they produced 
some such clothes A middle aged widow Kurani Dosi stated that she had been so 
roughly handled and pulled about that she had fainted ** 

Now, Sir, coming to another incident ih that particular sub-division 

On 7th June, 1030, some of the numbers of the romrmttee visited Pratapdigbi 

vjipigo, >> i 

--Here shooting had taken place a leu dayn previous to this, — 

within the jurisdiction of the Patashpur Thana and examined 37 witnesses At 
this place shooting by the police had taken place on the Ist of June, 1030, resulting 
in the death of two persons The father of one of the two persona killed was examined 
bj the members, A number of villagers showed marks of injury on their persons, 
some of them had as many os twenty or twenty-two cane marks on their backs, anns, 
tnink and even faces B^des loss and destruction of household articles, gram and 
foodstuff, tliere were several complaints of loss of cash, (me wealthy respectable viUagci 
complaining of loss of as much as Rs 1,307 About ten of the witnesses complained 
of loss of silver and gold ornaments. Almost aU the witnesses stated that their houses 
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were ruidod b\ the police and their utensils and other household articles were wan- 
tonly destro} ed or damaged by the police At Kharika patna, a village near Pratap- 
dighi, there in a local industry for making bangles from conehshells, the manufafeture 
being carno<l on bi women, some of whom deposed that a large quantity of such orna- 
ments was tlestrojcd in their houses The members examined carefully the locality 
where the shooting had been done on the Ist June, 1930 They found no brickbats or 
stone anywhere near about the place or in the village where the said shooting had taken 
place There is no bnckbuilt house m the village at all ” 

This conclusively shows that the Government communique, in which 
they say that the villagers had given provocation to the police by 
hurling brickbats at them, is false Now proceeds the Report 

** It viJl be seen that some mombers of the Committee visited altogether nine 
houses in connection with which complaints had been made that local officials and their 
subordinates induding ex( ise offnials and peons had forcibly entered private houses 
and had assaulted the ininatos without an> provoiation, and had damaged or destroyed 
the belongings of the villagers They also visited six sites where general assaults 
by the Police were said to ha\e been (ommitted Altogether 102 witnesses were examm 
ed of whom seventeen were women 

Then, the Committee go on to classify the witnesses 

“ (1) Villagers on whom ph>si(al injury was inflicted or whose property was 
injured or dostrojed while thej were m their own homes employed in their ordinary 
avocations and were not connected with the civil disobedience movement 

(2) Passersbv who were assaulted on the public roads or m hats 

(8) Persons who were attracted to the places where salt was being mamufactured 
or was intended to bo manufactured and who were assaultcMi 

( 4 ) Villagers who wore engaged in the manufacture of salt or who desired to 
manufacture salt, and who were assaulted 

(5) Volunteers or saUagrahis who intended to offer or offered mil disobedience 
and who were assaulted 

(^) Persons who had visited the localities shortly after the incidents compUmed 
of had happone<l or had made enquiries themselves into the incidents ’ ’ 

Then this Report says • 

The witnesses, both male and female, made their stutenieiits in a frank and 
straightforward niiinner So fui as the statements of the witnesses at Subaruadighi 
are concerned, those per«'on8 had no time or opportunity to manufacture a story as 
the members armed in the village very shortly after the occurrences 

Then they go on to summarise the nature of the complaints under 
these heads 

(a) Unprovoked assaults on the villagers , 

(b) Damage to and destruction or removal of property , 

(c) Throats and physical violence to extract promises and undertakings from 

the villagers , 

(d) Foruhh taking possession of buildings belonging to publu bodies like 

schools ** 

We found that the police had actually commandeered some of these 
buildings belonging to certain public schools and they were m posses- 
sion, ] do not know under what law Perhaps the Honourable the Home 
Member will enlighten us as to the law under which this is being done 

(e) Provision of wholh iuade(|unte accommodation m some of the places where 
men were kept in detention at Contai , 

(/) Detention without charge and without trial and sometimes without food ’ 
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Now, Sir, in another part of the Report the Committee observe 

“ In some cases the assault uas directed not only physicallv to hurt the person 
assaulted but to humiliate him in the e^es of others Some men were made to hold 
their ears and to stand up and sit down several times Some men were also made to 
rub their nose on the ground ”, 

- -things reminiscent of Amritsar under General Dyer 

About damage to and destruction or removal of property, this is 
Mbdt the Committee say • 

” The police and excise officers liait the right to make house searches under 
certain specific circumstances From i\hnt the \asiting members saiv with their own 
eyes, thej found that m the cases in which the police and other officials had entered 
the houses of the villagers there was no circumstance which could lead to a bouse 
setrch If the entry into the houses was meant for the purposes of search, it was 
strange tliat such entr^ wns not peat etui ind was followed not b\ i lawful search, but 
b\ the (lesti tiction ot property and beating of the inmates There appeared to be no 
lu^itifieation for sueh violence and interference with elementarc personal rights 

The Committee do not sc'e me pistifi( ition for the breaking up of the pots and 
pins, the dc'struction of doirc'stu stores ind foodstuffs, the smashing of vegetables 
and the scattering about of gi iin it the houses of the villagers Thei fail to sec 
how the smashing of conch b uigles, the making of which is a lo<*al industry, or the 
pulling down of th.itch from the huts could ha\e been of anv use 

There were ilso several complaints of loss of small cash ’’ 

” If the obiect ” sav the Committee, ” was to terrorise the villagers, the method 
adopted could not and did not suc<.ecd ” 

Of course Go\ernment, as it is being carried on at the present 
moment, is Government b> teirorism and nothing short of that 

“As icg.irds the shooting at Prabipdighi on the Ist of June, 1930, the police 
had prior to shooting raided some houses in three or four villages ono after another 
and had daiiiagcMl or destroved propertc in those houses Having regard to the 
Table the vill igers set on their small belongings and the great labour the> had tc 
undergo to earn the same, it can be oasih understood .is to wliat exasperation they 
fee 1 whc'ii tliev see that those belongings ne wantonlv destroved or damaged or taken 
av IV The* incidtnt at Pr.itapdighi is unfortunate, but the acts of the police probably 
created a situ.ition to meet which resort wis hid to shooting men wlio had no arms 
ami had not even stone or brickb.its to use* ns missiles It should be remembered that 
the villagers are ordinarily of a peaceful disposition ” 

This IS how the Committee conclude their Report 

“ The villagers who mostly suffeied from the oppression and wuo wctc examined 
by the visiting members of the Committee were not guilty of any violence 8omc of 
them were engageil in the manufacture of salt, but thev did n#t offer any violence and 
were prepared to suffer the consequences of their action The local oflficinls appeared 
to forget what law was and what their dutv was under the law Thev suffert'd acts 
to be done which were in breach of law and of the eiementary rights of individuals 
The conduct of the local officials 1ms led to widespread embitterment of feeling ” 

Sir, when I went down to (Vintai, the first thing that struck me 
was that if the people had broken the salt laws, the authorities had 
broken all the other laws, including the laws ot morality And Hit 
Excellencv’' the Viceroy says that thev must fight the movement Fight 
with such weapons ’ Sir, His Excellency said that if there is a fire 
the fire-brigade when it is called in to extinguish the fire may cause 
some damage We unfortunately find it very difficult in Bengal tc 
distinguish between the mcendiarv and the fire-brigade 

Sir, if I have spoken atronglv, I apologise to this House because 
having seen what I have seen with my own eyes, it was impossible 
for me to control my feelings , and the only excuse for my intervention 
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in this debate is that I wanted some place, as I said before, where I 
could put on record what I have seen with my own eyes, which Govern- 
ment by their policy have prevented so far from being published for the 
edification of the world 

H P. Mody (Bombay Millowners’ Association Indian Com- 
merce) yir, it is a pity that the Keport ot the Simon Commission should 
have come up betore us foi discussion by a side door If a clear-cut issu^ 
had been placed before the House, the vote of the House would have deci- 
sively leflected the feeling roused throughout the country by the publication 
ot this document. Some two years ago when the question of boycotting 
the Simon Commission was before the Assembly, there was a large ^ectiou 
which was wiUllng to give the Commission a trial and to utilise it in the 
best possible way I want to know' whether there is to-day a single Mem- 
ber in this House, or tor the matter ot that, m the other House among the 
elder statesmen, who is prepared to stand by the Report Sir, I regaid 
the Simon Re])ort as in one way or another responsible for most ot^'o.ir 
difficulties It w'as toistel upon us through the insolence of Lord 
Birkenhead, whose tenuie ot office was distinguished by nothing so much 
as a studied contempt lor e\er\ one’s feelings and opinions but his owm 
That supeuor person now comes forward with warnings and ad\ice to His 
Excellency the Viceroy, and one can only advise His Lordship to confine 
himself to the counting house, and not seek to come back to the councils 
of the Empire 

Mr B Dae (Orissa Division Non-Muhammadan) Ignore him 
entirely 

Mr H P Mody : He cannot be ignored, he must be attacked on all 
fronts 

Sir, if the eountiy is not seething with trouble iiom end to end today, 
it 18 largely because of the peisonaJity of the Viceroy, and of the confidence 
he has inspired in his statesmanship and sincerity If today there are 
large and impoitant sections of the people willing to grasp the hand of 
friendship which he has held out, and to utilise the instrument which he 
has forged, it is, 1 repeat, largely because of the Viceroy Now, Sir, I do 
not piopose to discuss cither the principles or the details of the recommenda- 
toins of the Simon Report But there are one or two considerations arising 
from the Report on which T should like to dwell as briefly as possible 
Befo»'e the Commission entered upon its duties, Sir John Simon thought fit 
to write a letter to His Excelleucv the Viceroy suggesting the method of a 
3oint flee conference, and among other things, he said 

^bo^o all, T nouia urge that one of the nienta of the method of joint free 
eonf-uMue m that besides seeiinng due recognition of equal status, it provides an 
opportu!ut\ for tliut free exchange of \new8 ami mutual opinion 'which are best eal 
enlate.l to piomott the largest measure of agreement that is pos-^ible 

In View of the fact that the Report of the Indian Central Committee 
IS hardly referred to in the Report of the Commission, and the two Reports 
are diametucally opposed to each other, and aRso the known fact that there 
was nothing in the natuie of joint consultations at the crucial stage when 
conclusions wrro reached, I wonder what value is to be attached to this 
statement We have heard a good deal of the value of the ciarfi of mind 



DBMAN1>S FOR fttJFPLEMBKTART GRANTS. 


161 


upon mind So far as the Indian Central Committee and the ^imon Com- 
mission are concerned, the clash of mind upon mind seems to have pro- 
duced very few sparks 

Mr H. A Jinnah (Bombay Citj Muhammadan Urban) IC* did 
not take place at all. 

B€r H P Mody My leader savs that it did not take place at all ; 
I do not know how that is, but if it did, even to a limited extent, it seems 
to have produced precious little result 

Sir Hari Singh Gout (Central ProMiices Hindi Divisions . Non- 
Muhammadan) I can inform the Honourable Member that it ne\ei took 
place 

Mr H P. Mody : Then I would like to ask the Honourable Mem- 
ber why he continued to be a Membei of the Central Committee 

Sir Han Singh Gour * It w^as too late to withdraw and we pub- 
lished our Report eight months befoie the Simon Commission published 
their Report so as to influence their judgment 

Mr H P Mody Sii, I am atraid I cannot follow my Honourable 
friend, Sir Han Singh Gour 

Dr A Suhrawardy (Burdwan and Presidency Divisions Muham- 
madan Rural) Nobody can follow him 

Mr H P Mody Wc can onl} make the attempt ’ All that I want to 
say IS, whether the Report was published eight months or a yeai before the 
other Report, the fact i*cmains that a joint free conference was promised 
and that joint conference was not forthcoming at the crucial stage, and 
still my Honouiable friend says that he thought it right to continue on 
that Committee 

There is another general consideration arising out of this Report on 
which I would like to dwell At the very end of the Report the Commis- 
won that they have not altered a single line of their Report, and that 
they have been absolutely unaffected hv the events of the last few months. 
I do not know^ whether the Commission intend to claim something wonder- 
ful for therasehes by this air of detachment, much as if, like Manu and the 
ancient law- givers, they w’ere concerned only wuth the eternal \ critics, and 
fixed their gaze wuth unclouded vision upon the future This air nf det'^eh- 
ment ill suits the Commission What after all, Sir, is not tins Round Table 
Conference the outcome, if not ot the fact that the country" was roused in 
a manner it had ne\er been roused lx foie of the wav in which the Parlia- 
mentary Commission had been foisted on the country 1 His Excellency' 
the Viceroy did not sit on such a high perch as the Commission , he saw 
the realities of the situation, and he thought it necessary to hold out the 
hand of friendship in the way in which he did , and yet here is the Com- 
mission coming forward and saying that not a single word of their Report 
was altered by the fact that India was passing through a very grave crisis. 

Mr B Das : But the fact remains that Sir John Simon was lying, 
as be referred to the speech of the Maharaja of Bikanir 

Mr. H P Mody : T am somcwdiat afraid of discussing Indian 
Princes and the like I would rather confine myself to ordinary people 

Mr. B Das ; I am only pointing out the he of Sir John Simon when 
he referred to the Maharaja of Bikanir^s speech in the Simon Report, while 



m 


L£aX0LATn« iJflnCBLT. 


[12th July 1930 


[Mr. JB. IMu.] 

he was saying that he did not refer to the Indian situation after November 
last 

BIr H P Mody : 1 am not concerned with these things I was 
going to say that, beyond these two general considerations which arise out 
of the Reijort 1 have not the slightest desire to waste any time over the 
findings of the 8imon Commission (Hear, hear.) 

And now, Sir, I would like to say a few words with regard to the 
Hound Table Conterence An ajipeal has been made by most of the prev lous 
speakers for conciliation 1 heartily endorse that appeal , and I am sure 
that the Government of India realise that it is not enough that an agreed 
solution should be reached at the Hound Table Conference , it is even more 
important that whatever solution is reached should carry with it the willing 
assent of large and powerful sections in this country Prom that point 
of view, Sir, I am sure that the Government of India realise as fullj as 
we do the value of a conciliatory gesture at the present moment 1 would 
like to make this jioint a little more plain, and I wish not to be inisuuder- 
itood in that connection 1 do not want the Government of India, now 
that they teel sure of the support for the idea of the Round Table Coii- 
feience on the pait of prominent leaders ot the people, to give iij) the 
attempt of conciliating the Congress and other elements as either futile 
or hopeless I want them to lealise that the inclusion of the Congress will 
certainly give the Round Table Conference a repiesentative character and 
will ensure for the decisions of the Conference that calm and dispassionate 
judgment and willing assent which are essential if peace is to be restored 

But, '8ir, if we make an appeal to Government, the appeal must be 
made with even more earnestness to our people When there are two sides 
inspired by the conviction that right and reason are on their side, it is 
essential that the appeal should go out to both people Sii, apait from the 
political uniest, I would like to tell this House that a veiy grave situa- 
tion confronts the country , that trade and industry have been completely 
paralysed, and unless something happens in the next few months, a very 
grave economic disaster threatens the country That disastei is not merely 
going to inflict hardship upon millions of people that is only one aspect 
of it I would like the Government and the people to realise that, apart 
from that aspect, importaut as it is, there is also this consideration, that 
such a state of things would constitute one of the chief obstacles m the 
path of self-government In that view of the ease a verv grave iesponsi- 
bility rests on the shoulders both of the Government and the leaders of 
the people, and if they do not realise it sufiici(*ntly or m time, 1 sav that 
the dlock of progress will be set back m a mannei which we do not seem to 
appreciate at the present moment 

There is just one more consideration, and it is this that apart from 
the value of conciliation at this juncture, apart fiom the importance of 
taking to the Round Table Conference all the elements that count in the 
political progress of this country, it has to be lemembered that the success 
of the Conference will depend not meiely upon the unity of tho‘'e who 
are asked to go to that Conference, but also in a large measure upon the 
attitude which the Government of India adopt towards the proposals that 
will be placed before the Conference T w^ant the Government of India 
to put th#‘mselvea forward as the strongest allies and supporters of the 
progressive elements rn that Conference T want the Govei^ment of India 
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to lend then fullest support to whatever demands may be Agreed upon 
between the representatives of India We have heard a graat deal 

Hr Pregident I would like the Honourable Member to close his 
remarks within two minutes 

Mr H P Mody: I Will, Sir , in fact I was going to do so. W® 
have heard a good deal in the last few days of the fact that the Simon Com- 
mission ’s Report 18 going to form only one of the many documents which 
will be considered by the Round Table Conference Let us be under no 
delusion on the subject So tar as we the representatives ot* the jieople are 
concerned, it may be so , but so tai as the opponents of our demands are 
concerned, the Simon Report is going to be the most important material 
in their hands , and 1 say that the Government of India will render a ser- 
vice, the magnitude ot 'svhich it is difficult to over-estimate, if thev put 
themselves forward as a national government of India, and support the 
progressive elements in this count iv Sir, a situation has been (leated 
in thl^ countiy which jilaces on v two alternatives betore us eithei India 
continues to lemajii a willing paitner of the British Commonwealth of 
Nations, or she goes out ot Uie Rmpire On the attitude winch the Gov- 
ernment of India and tlie Go^ eminent of Great Biitain adopt towards our 
demands will icst very laigelv the (jne^tion whether India will eontinue as 
a willing jiartnei, oi wheth'r some day oi othei she ma> decide to go out 
of the Biitish Commonwealth ot Nations (Hear, hear ) 

Mr M B Jayakar Sir, I was waiting to hear a prominent Member 
from the Government Benches speak, and 1 thought it would be fitting to 
rise after he had spoken, but apparently there is no desire on the part of 
my Honourable triends opposite to interpose in this debate at this stage, 
and 1 thought 1 would not w<nl <in\ longer Sir, 1 am s])eaking as an 
isolated remnant of a large hodv ol influential fieople on this side who have 
thought it proper to go away fiom us But, Sir, some of us who belonged 
to that hodv, 1 mean mv fi lends behind me and mv ('ongress friends to my 
left, have thought it necessary to Kunain here in order that w’e might have 
our say from our seats in this House rather than from outside When I 
came into the Legislature six yeais ago, 1 conceived mv duty to he that of a 
watchdog I knew well that the Legislatures as constituted at present 
would be full of disappointments, disillusionments, humiliation and provoca- 
tion, which a watch-dog cannot atfoid to he alTected bv In that belief I 
have continued, and if today this House finds me here with some of my 
friends on these Benches, it is not because I am enamoured of the atmos- 
phere of the Assembly or that T love mv life here or am ])leased with the 
results we have achieved here The resentment which some of my friends 
who have gone away felt at the provoking behaviour of Government when 
the Cotton Tariff Bill was passad in this House m the last Delhi Session, 
in spite of all warnings, is none the less great in our case We have, how- 
ever, allowed ourselves to remain here, because a watch-dog cannot desert 
his place in resentment, especially when other watch-dogs have gone away 
In that belief, we have come to attend the Session of this House, and we 
shall sing our swan song, if I mav- sav so, before we go away I see a good 
sign. Sir, of which there is an indication in this morning's papers, that 
onr Congress friends are seeing the error of their decision to desert the 
Legislatures and are very wisely reconsidering their position (Hear, 
hear.) I am glad that they are thinking of capturing the next electioiia* 
Today's Pioneer, Sir, which reached ns this morning, reports as follows, 
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and with your permission I shall read for the benefit of my friends opposite 
this most interesting news which the Pioneer publishes 

“ Mr V allabhbhai ”, the present Congress President, says “ that he had 

expressed his frank opinion that the boycott of the elections bj the Congress would 
be a tactical error if only for the reason that Congress abstention would mean that the 
Legislature would lack in effective opposition and instead be filled with politual non 
entities, with the result that Government would be able to do much as they pleased, and 
yet say that they were ruling with the assistance of the representatives of political 
India ” 

It this report is corieet, then 1 am glad. Sir, that no less an authority 
than Mr Vallabhbhai Patel has voiced the very gospel in which I ha\e 
believed during the last six years, and I ha\e to warn Goveinment to beware 
and to prepare themselves tor the grim figlit they will have to carry on in 
the next Delhi Session when my (amgress triends would be sitting on these 
Benches Sir, tli(‘se aie tlie tew w^ords that 1 wanted to sav in oidei to 
justify and explain liom this impoitant plattoim my point ot \iew 8ir 
there IS no otliei jilattoim like tins tor tlie expression ot })ublic opinion 
That is niv laith, and I ha\c clung to it during the la''t three months through 
fill the manifestation ot public disfa\oui 1 will ha\e mj last say from 
tins scat 1 thank m\ li’ends, Sir, who ha\e enabled me to torni a strong 
pait\ ot ojiposition and to (hs npy this seat ol great distinction which Pandit 
JMotd d \('hi u occupied onh fi tew montlis figo Sii tiom tins seat I shall 
rajsi mv voice 

I am verv glad Sn, th.it \ ou have allowi'd this (h'baic Whtitevei 
technical objections might have been raised, we now see the wisdom of your 
iiiling ni dll()^^ ing this debate to take place It his bimight to light a 
considiuahle amount ot public sentiment 1 am vmv soirv that mv 
nominated frenid, Mr Sauna, should have ehaiaeterised this deliate as 
“ mischievous” It 1 weie a nominated Meinbei, Sir, whatever 1 miglit 
do or not do, 1 would certainly be more cautious and modest in my ulter- 
anecs, knov\ ing that I re[)resented no popular constituency, and I do hope, 
Sir, that if I\Ir Sarma is nominated again to this House, In will practise 
the virtue of modestv and not pionounce oj)inions with unseemly vigour 
which even iMimiheis lepiesenting popular constituencies would be eharv 
of doing 

Sir, this debate has In ought forwaid many points of view It has been 
veiv useful in laying befon* the Government Benches several important 
jioirits of view Two issues emerge before us first is the Round Table 
Conference, and the second is the Simon Commission’s Report The Simon 
Report, Sir, as I said in the speech which 1 made on the point of order 
two days ago, comes in only incidentally, and I propose to deal with it verv 
bneflv^ in order to make clear to Government, as it is m\ privilege to do 
a few points of view' This is necessary because I understand that the 
Government of India are examining the Simon Commission’s Report with 
verv groat care I am one of those. Sir, who bovcotted the Simon Commis- 
sion but I recognise that the Commission’s Report is there It is an 
imjvortant document from the Government point of view, although it may 
not be so from ours It has got to be earefullv examined by the Govern- 
ment of India, and I understand tbttt it is being so examined. If I can 
AOUnd a w'ord of caution, Sir 1 w'dl say, let the Oovernment of India 
examine that document in the light of present conditions That document, 
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Sjr, was written, as my friend Mr Mody rightly observed, without taking 
note of any of the conditions which exist today in the country With a 
uertain amount of self-satisfaction, the Commission, at page 369 of their 
Jieport, observe 

In writing this Report we have made no allusion to the events of tlm laat few 
nonths in India In fact, the whole of our principal recpniniondations were arrived 
It and unanimously agreed upop before those events occurred ” 

As my friend Mr Mody remaiked, this is a detachment absolutely to bo 
condemned, and why 1 The Commissioner^ were reporters , I think I am 
right in describing Sir John Simon and his party as “ reporters and the 
duty of reporters is faithfully to rejiort things as they exist at the date of 
their report He and his friends torgot their most primary duty, for the 
omission of which they strangely take credit for themselves, that they \\ rote 
thi^ Report without taking note ot recent conditions, the great intensity 
ot feeling that has appeared in India during the last three or four months 
Sir, rav vieAvs against the ci\il disobedience movement have already been 
placed before the public But may I point out to Government that the 
civil disobedience movement has generated in the country a great intensity 
of public feeling which will have to he recognised b} a wuse administiator 
In the city of Bombay to which I belong and my people have belonged for 
several generations, the miracle has taken place that 
arl^toclatlc ladies not necessaiily coming from agitating 
Hindu tamdies, aristocratic ladies of wealthy, influential, and may I say 
without disrespect, very sane-minded families of Parsis, ha\e taken part 
in leading processions {An Honotii able Memhe) “ Where ? ”) Ilonoui- 
iible friends must have read in tlie newspapers that a distinguished 
scion of a very wealthy and influential Parsi family in Bombay, vaIio would 
ordinarily never get mixed up with frantic agitation — that lady was lead- 
ing a big procession it the no^^spapels aie to be l)elie\ed 

Bfr M A Jinnah That ha^ been contradicted It is absolutely m- 
coiiect 

Mr M R Jayakar * Then my learned friend must have other 
a^'enues of information ^^hlch I have not 

Mr M A Jiuuah . It is contradicted by the Press itself and they have 
expressed their regret, and Lady Petit has wiitten a letter to the Times of 
India denying that statement 

Mr M R Jayakar : I am sorry I did not observe that However, my 
point IS not affected by it It may be that since the arriv’^al here of news- 
papers which I sa-w up to yesterda^, this statement has been with- 
drawn 

Mr. M. A Jinnah It takes two days to get papers from there. 

Mr M R. Jayakar . That is so But the fact is there and I do not 
think that anybody can deny it, that an intensity of political feeling hes 
come about in the city of Bombay the like of which I have never seen in 
all my life Honourable Members must have likewise read that a lady 
belonging to a very wealthy and influential Guzerati family has taken part 
in a big Poona- demonstration I am not justifying these things My own 
opinion is that the civil disobedience movement is a wrong movement and 
J have openlv said so, Bnt any wise Government, and may I say any wise 
** reporters of a wise Government like the ^imnn GntumiiwiAn wnnirt 
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lave taken note of this intensity of feeling India has rapidly advanced, 
luring the last four monlhLs_a._great deal of advance in public sentimj^t^ 
las taken place Even the Viceroy in his last speech very wis^y re^ 
harked, India is gr 9 Wing every year more conscious of national feel-^ 
lam, therefore, sounding a note of caution that the Government 
fndia in framing their proposals on the Report would be w^ise to take 
lote ot this very important fact that political opinion m this country has 
ijeer^iapidty advanci ng^ If the Government of India want to be the^trife 
spokesman of politicat-minded India, they will have to take note of the 
Advance in political thought w^hich has happened during these months, 
lit hough Sir John iSimon and his triends might not have thought it neces- 
iary to do so 


Coming to the Report, Sir, from m> place, I must lodge my emphatic 
protest against the insidious and mischievous propaganda which was carried 
bj this Commission by publishing their first volume a foitnight in advance 
We know what that trick was It was a trick very much of a piece, though 
different in colour and intensity, with the production of a notorious lady 
who wrote about India, w'hose name 1 shall not soil m} tongue by men- 
tioning here — a propaganda very much alike to that, intended to create 
a world opinion that Indian conditions were so hopelessly bad that Britain 
was .pistified in not giving responsible Government to India It was a most 
mischievous, most insensate, cunning and insidious propaganda carried 
against India, and mv fear is all the greater when 1 lemember, as was 
publisheil a tew^ days ago, that 32,000 copies of the fiist volume of the 
Report were sold in Great Britain alone That was about ten days ago 
Now, I understand that the whole of the first prjr>t has been completely 
exhausted This is verv serious mischief But unfoitnnateh all that we 
can do now^ is to lodge a protest against the insidious wav in which pro- 
paganda has been earned on against India Sir, it is a most dangerous 
piopagandii, hecausi* it seems at first sight leasonable and specious 


As regards the Report itself, I think we aie pistified in saying that 
this IS a woitliless document, unlookable at as one of my Honourable friends 
said here and T shall tell my Honourable friends why I think so The 
(’ommission were obsessed with two bogeys, which disfigure the whole of 
this Report One is the llmdu-Muslim dissenaion s We can turn to any 
page and we will find the appearance of this big bogej, one is almost 
inclined to call it a deux ex macktna, of which the leporters take adv^antage 
whenever they are in a difficulty ** Hindu-Muslim dissensions ” There 
are some words which the Report alw^ays avoids, like, eg , Dominion 
Status and there are some other words which are profusely used 
Hmdu-Muvlim dissentions are of the latter description The second bogey 
V* Legislative..Jt s . smhb and th^ 

Woia, ihe Commissioners are always fancying a conflict between' the 
licgisiative Assembly and the Government of India, and they are so 
obsessed with this fear, that in one place they go so far as to say while 
oonsidering the possibility of conventions growing of transfer of power 
from the Secretary of State to the Government of India, --a gradual 

rata“rv**”o"f of India, from the Seo- 
n Stat^they say such conventions should not be multipUed. 
Why 1 Because they say that the Assembly of the future, the Federated 
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A^ssembly of 250 worth^« men as they will be, — this Assembly will be a 
strong Assembly Vts-o-tHs this strong Assembly the Government of India 
vould be weak and feeble* How do my tnends opposite like this prospect t 
W^hat is the good of growling conventions in favour of a weak body of 
nen 1 They will not be able to resist the strong pressuie of the Assembly 
Therefore, forsooth, do not allow an\ conventions of transfer of power to 
he Government of India from the ISecretaiy of State Without taking 
nuch time, I will quote from the paragraph iii which this precious senti- 
nent is set forth This paragraph 352, trom which I am tempted to read 
me or tw^o sentences to show the attitude of mmd, of suspicion, distrust, 
and antipathy if not embitterment, in which Sir John Simon and his 
El lends approach the important problem, namely, th^ relation between the 
Secretary of State and the Government of Ipd ia Discussing the con- 
tention which Kas already growrr Ttnd f7iF'*ti?testy "of w hich w^e saw lu 
thf‘ Delhi Session when the Cotton TaritT Bill was on, — the fiscal comcn 
tion as it is most grandiloquently called, — discuvsing that con\ention and 
th« possibility of such contentions gi owing in future, this is what the Com- 
nissioners say 

** But the assumption underlying such delegation is that the Government of India’s 
ipprov tl of the course proposed is armed at independently of the views of the Assornb 
j , and that it takes account of all Indian interests and not mend} those for which 
i ma]orit} of the Assembly speak But v\c regard it as inevitable ” — 

--My Honourable friends will mark the following words — 

“ But we regard it as inevitable that the Government of India will in the future 
:>econie more and more responsive to the vu>ws of the Legislature In so far as this 
18 true, tlie Government’s approv.il of polu ich like that covered by the fiscal convention 
leases to be the result of an independent examination , and to this extent its power 
^o resist the view of the Assenublv decre iscs ” 

A most extraordinary line of thought ’ Conceptions like those colour 
the whole of this Report There aie two w^ays of looking at the Indian 
problem The first and the most important one from the Indian point of 
View and where the Simon Commission have gone hopelessly WTong, is thi 
tiansference of power from the Civil Service to the people of the country 
through their elected representatives I am putting tlie point in a popular 
way The whole problem is how to transfei the power from the Civil 
Service, in plain words, how to put the civil servant m his proper place — 
to make him a servant, to make him civil and to make him Indian How 
to put him in his proper place in a constitutional scheme is the whoR 
problem — to transfer from the civil service power into the hands of th< 
popular representatives And yet, this jirecious Report says m more place* 
than one — I do not want to tire my Honourable friends’ patience by going 
through all of them — that this cannot be done It says that the civT 
servucf in the method of its recruitment, the extent of its power, privilege* 
and emoluments, would be left absolutely untouched My Honourabb 
frif*nds may not believe it, but it is a fact that the civil service is practical! v 
left untouched bv the Report This appears at page 314 of the Report 
from which I shall read one sentence Speaking of the transference o3 
power in paragraph 367, the Report says 

** As regards the Cml Services of Indn, the sccurlW services must contmiio to b< 
recruited us on all-India service by the Secretary of State and their existing righti 
must be maintained ” 

That 18 the keynote of the whole Report. I, therefore, submit. Sir, thal 
It M a most mischievous Report It does not take note of public feeling 

L5CPB(LA) 
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<. 11(1 01 w licit th(* people want Besides, it makes here and there proposals 
winch are absolutely unpractical When I say that, my Honourable 
t^’iends ojiposite, souk* ot whom have seen the working of this Assembly 
lor the last ten years will agree with me that the (*ominiv>ioners’ scheme 
With refeienee to the Central Legislature is a most unworkable plan 1 
im suiiirised. Sir, that a publicist like Sir Jolin Simon, who has seen the 
\.orking of the Biitish Legislature, should ha\e pul his signature lO a 
(loruiment containing a most obnoxious, unworkable and unpractical plan 
What is the proposal ^ In future, the Report recommends, the Central 
Legislature will be strengthened That means the popular element in the 
Assembly will be incrcMsed to 27)0 l\Iembers The official bloc will be 
nsluced to 12 TIk* popular element goes up and the Repoit wants to 
strengthen the f'eiitial Co\ eminent But curiously enough this stiengthen- 
ing means raising the po])ular element, without giving it any inci eased 
liowTr or re^po^slblllty This is a very extraordinary W'ay of “ strengthen- 
ing ” The (h)mmissioners raise the populai representatives to 250 They 
reduce the geiitlemim oiipositc to 12 My bloc will go up a few benches 
beiiind I may or may not Ix' here, but there wnll be more benches behind 
me There will be a \ery small bloc sitting on the benches opposite where 
the Leader of the House is sitting now 1 hope he wnll look on this 
experiment with amusement in his retirement M\ numbers will go up, 
but there will be not one iota of more power on our side, or ot more 
responsibility Id is like increasing t he appetite of a patient ,'^uHiout 
m (greasing his fooTf suppl^ The Governor General will select a few* ^ 
us as his cabinet mfnisters But in wdiat way ? He will select whomevei 
he pleases The moment he selects “A ”, “ A ” will ha\e to sever his 
connection wuth his party He is not selected qua member ot the party 
He does not remain a member of the party After his selection there is 
no affinity between himself and his party He is selected as a nominee of 
the Viceroy He lea\es his party He can not retain his seat m the 
Assembly lb* bt'comes a nu'mber of the Goveinment, confabulating with 
brother officials What happens to him. Sir f lie ma\ become unpopular 
with the rest of his colleagues, the officials I tremble to think wffiat wull 
be his fate after his fne \ ears’ life on the Government Benches, torn off 
Irom his party and his constituency The result of^this system will 1^ 
that th e futui e Assem bly w illj:iontain fi^ople who may s^ramT^Tg TblTof!^^ 
TheluommiLthiy-il^ceiA iEfiir 'office,' they go out 'oTthe 
rvivf)Tj([li?e^ This, Sir, is not even fhl?‘ beginning tfT'FHponsible governmehT^ 
but Its travesty The process is w'rong The essence of it should be that 
the man i eta ins his membership of the party, retains his membership of the 
Assembh and }et he serves on the Government Benches as a kind of nexus 
between the Government and the popular Benches The value of such a 
nexus IS great when the Government are not popular That important 
bridge, T use the word ” budge ” deliberately, between popular representa- 
tives and an irresponsible executive is taken awav, and the process is made 
one of absorption If I ma> say so without exaggeration, the process will 
be something like this ^ly gardener collects and brings me every morning 
a large heap of flowers to select from I select the best six or seven and 
put them in my drawing room, m beautiful places, and reject the rest 
In like manner, our electors will elect 250 men for the Viceroy to select 
a few and put them into his cabinet They are then lost to the people 



DEMANDS FOR SUPPLEMENTARY GRANTS 


m 


and becomo otiViaK lie ^Mll no donht select the best ones but they will 
be lost to public life I hope the House ^Mll not call it an exaggerated 
picture This, Sir, is Sir John Simon’s plan What happens to the poor 
Viceroy ^ I should like to ask His Excellency Lord Irwin what he believes 
from his experience will be the lot, under this Report, of his successor in 
oftce A most miserable lot He selects men who have cut themselves off 
Horn their partv He takes their adMce and supposing that advice is not 
followed, the whole Government does not go out Then the future Lord 
Iiwin will say, “ My dear Mr A, you are an honest man I value your 
piesenee at my dinners and parties, but you are not able to keep your 
fellow^s in check You must go aw^ay ” Then Mr A goes back to Bombay 
and starts his practice at the bar • This is the system propounded in this 
precious Report 

Mr M A Jinnah ‘ He wull draw a big salary in the meantime 

Mr M R Jayakar He may draw a big salary for a few months, 
but he will have to go into the wilderness afterwards He has got to make 
a choice I theiefore ask the Government of India to be very careful of 
the pitfalls of this Report I can only say. Sir, that knowing as I do Sir 
John Simon and his great reputation, that he did not give proper thought 
to the nrdctical nature of his suggestions Therefore the care of the 
Goveinuient ot India becomes all the more necessary and, I am pleased to 
know that Government will take counsel with the representatives of the 
people, with those v\ho are in a position to advise them as to the achieve- 
ments of this Report from the po[)ulai point of view, which the Government 
of India inav' not be in a proper position to judge We say therefore that 
the Report is not helpful from oui point of view 

I now pass to the second question, more important than the Report, 
Viz , the future of the Round Table Conference When I think of it, I 
almost feel as if a big tragedy was being enacted in front of us. It is 
as if a wuse physician prescribed a sovemgn^^raedy, and inferior quacks 
raMe~ a ^ash of it KlT, we flVM“TaTl^ed m tEls Assembly about the Ifbuiid 
Table Conference' in 1924 The United Nationalist Party consisting of 
the Congress Party and another party led by my Honourable friend, Mr 
Jinnah, made the proposal in 1924, if my memory is right It was le 
peated in the year 192o It was not given I am reminded of a state- 
ment made by the late Mr Gokhale, which he quoted to me times without 
numbei He was a great optimist, a believer in British intentions and 
their genius for Government He often said to me “ My dear Jayakar, 
there is one thing which I tell you after nearly 25 years of intimate contact 
with Government ” His remark is as true today as it was then. He 
said “On every portal of the Government of India and their Secretariat 
are written large the words ‘ Too late ’ “ If the Government had granted 
this Round Table Conference in 1924 or 1925, when public opinion de- 
manded it, it would have been accepted Now, it has come too late, as 
Mr Gokhale said Now, Sir, the Round Table Conference was announced 
on the 1st of November Nothing was done for a long tune after that. 
The Government went to sleep like a great pugilist, exhausted after his 
efforts Some of us accorded a wanii reception to the statement of tlie 
Viceroy last November. We braved public opinion, and became unpopular 
with our associates. Nothing happened day after day Some publicists 

? ’ave interviews and tned to draw the Government of India out from their 
astnesses. No. The Bip Van VTinkle had gone to sleep and would 
not be awakened. Then came a most xUomorable pronouncement on the 
L5CPB(LA) b2 
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25th January before the Assembly It was a most unfortunate pronounce- 
ment [ have no doubt that the framer of that pronouncement, the Ingh 
and exalted noble man who made that pronouncement before the 
Assembly , had no intention ot conveying to India the impression which 
he did unfortunately convey, namely, that Dominion Status was a distant 
goal, it was a wearisome journey which had to be traversed step by step 
I have no doubt, knowing as 1 do something of the mind of the great 
Vieeioj who IS now presiding o\er our affairs, that it was not his intention 
But tliose who were responsible tor framing that pronouncement in Janu- 
ary last never realised, that the w'ords would create that impression in 
the minds of the bulk of the Indian people All this time we were reading 
in India the speeches ot British statesmen m England These were causing 
great mischief in India A loimer Secretary of State, who had done 
every thing to inflame public opinion during his term of office, did not 
let India aloni' < \cri after he had gone awa^ from office Decency should 
have taught him not to tinker with a question which he had done evei\ thing 
to spoil by Ins iittei lack of sympathy with the Indian people and W the 
insults W'hicli he hurled at them from time to time We were all surprised 
in India that this gentleman should have had the temerity now and then to 
return to the regions of Indian politics and pronounce opinions winch 
no body valued here I think. Sir, it was a misfortune that party disci- 
pline in England found no means of putting a curb upon the antics of this 
gentleman All this had helped to make the situation more and more 
uneasy, and we have now^ri i\ed, at the stage when the Bound Table Con- 
ference has come very nearly to be regarded as a pet delusion of a tew, 
it I may say so, as it has become the pet aversion of others Well, Sir, I 
shall say quite fiankly that I am personally in favour of Indians going to 
the Round Table (Conference as most of my Honourable freinds must have 
seen from tlie statement m which I joined a few days ago But as a man 
who is tamiliar with the sentiments of a large bulk of my countrymen, I 
shall be fading in my duty if I do not convey to this House an accurate 
picture of what the popular feeling about this Round Table Conference 
18 , ill order that the Covernment may know what the truth is and take 
speedy measures to effectuate a remedy Government today must know 
tliat the Round Table Conference is regarded by some as a myth, by some 
others as a trap, and by some otheis as a delusion (Hear, hear ) These 
views may be wrong, but it is I think perfectly obvious that Government, 
by their inanition, by their long and foolish inactivity, have made it a 
w'eird apparition — that is my description of it There is only one way. 
Sir, e\<‘i now of making the Round Table t^onference a great success, 
and that is to make it as representative, as truly representative of Indian 
interests as Go\ernment can Do not regard it — if I may say so to the 
Government Benches — do not utilise it as an opportunity to reward loyal 
friends oi to punish political enemies, but regard it as a power held 
m trust, to make proper nominations with the sole view of making it 
thoroughh representative Put m only such men at the Conference — 
ir respect ne of their political hostility or loyalty to Government, irrespec- 
tive of all irrelevant prepossessions or predilections, — as really represent 
India m all its \aried interests. (Hear, liear.) I say this because it has 
been often said to me by men in Simla in and out of office that Government 
must not forget those friends of theirs who have stood by them m this 
fight (Laughter ) I have heard this sentiment, I do not know how 
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many times, since I came to this height a few days ago. We must not 
forget 0111 Iriends ’who have stood by us in this great conflict” That is 
the phrase By no means forget them Nobody desires that Government 
should be ungiateful — a Great GoA'emment like this cannot afford to be 
iingiateful — but please do not make the Round Table Conference a congre 
gation of all your loyal friends That is all I have to say This is not 
the place to reward them with a seat Government can give them any 
number of titles and honours which they possess in abundance (Laughter;, 
but the conference is not the place for them This is a great trust, and 
I want the Go\ernment of India to remember that thej^ must make every 
effort to realise that it is a high obligation wdiich they owt to this country 
and which has to be discharged in a dispassionate and single-minded way 
If they tail in making a proper selection, they wull frustrate the purpose 
of the Round Table Conference Remember, Sir, success depends upon 
who go thoie If the right tvpe of men go, our wmrk is done If on the 
othei hand people go there who are selected from wrong considerations, 
then the (''onterence will end in failure That leads me. Sir, to the last 
t0])ic which T want to refer to, namelv, the great necessity of conciliating 
public oiunion in this country A great deal has been done, Sir, to irritate 
publ'c opinion Coming from the city of Bombay, I may say a great 
deal on this question, shall I tell the Government that they have by the 
excesses of their over-zealous officers, irritated public opinion ? I shall not 
go ovci the same topic that my Honourable friend from Bombay, Sir 
Cowasjee Jehancrir, has traversed Let us remember, Sir, that he is an 
ex ^lember of the Cabinet of the Bombay Government, not an agitator 
all his life like some of us, but a man of great rlstramt and responsibility 
who sat on the Government Benches as I sat opposite to him in the Bombay 
Legislative Council Well, then, if this ex-Member of the Bombay Gov- 
ernine.it todav can get up and launch such a diatribe against the Depart- 
ment of my Honourable friend, Mr Haig, that is a sign of which the 
Co’soiiiment I hope will take note Sir, I endorse every word of W'hat 
he has said Sir, men and women have been beaten (An Honouuthle 
Mcmhe) “ Deliberately ”) Sir, I have seen them, I have seen wmmeii 
an<l childien being beaten Sir, I am not justifying what the Congress 
men did, but there is no doubt that the whole situation has been very 
badly 1 andied T do admit, Sir, that the Government have either to 
assei t law and order oi to quit They must take all measures necessary 
for the maintenance of law" and oidcr, but I do maintain. Sir, that there 
ought to be tact, self-restraint, and a sense of proportion in doing all this 
It is said, Sir, in Bombay that the Government of India screwed up the 
Government in my province What ti uth there is in it those sitting op- 
posite can only say I shall only say what the popular feehng is For 
a long time the Bombay Government went on very well They showed 
coiumeiiclable self-restraint in the same way as the Government of the 
Cential Provinces has done, but the time came when all this disappeared. 
Public whisper has it that they weie screw^ed up by the Government of 
India from this side If this impression is wrong, I apologize But 
if it is ti ue, I hope the Government will take a lesson from these instances 
that ha\e happened in Bombay There is no doubt that a great deal 
of irritation has been caused by wrong police methods And, the 'worst 
of all IS that the Government have played the part of touts for British 
commercial interests (Cries of ** Shame, shame.”) This House will be 
surprised if I say so, but this great and mighty Government have played 
the i»art of touts for putting up the interests of British commercial men. 
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I may here refer to a pamphlet which was published m the Bombay 
mwspapeis nnd of which I am sure my Honourable friend opposite is Cully 
aware It nnanated from the Go^elIlment Central Press m Bombay and 
it was pubiished m the Bomba} new^spapers And what did it contdin 7 
T W'ould refer to only a few extiaets from that circular It was a leply 
to the Congress propaganda for the boycott of Biitish goods, a perfectly 
h^gitimate propaganda, which, e\en the Vicerov said, m its economic and 
Swadeshi as}>ect is perfectly justifiable In the Ordinance which proceeded 
from the Viceroy it was made cleai tliat the Oidmance was not intended 
to strike against genuine endea\()nis to de\elo]) Indian industries and 
Jndi m enteiinise 1 would call the tittention of the Go\ernment ot India 
to that ( xcellent statement in the Viceioy’s Oidmance, and it was direidlv 
against the spout and tin ins of that Oidmance that this statement was luio- 
lished by the Pnlilicit} Officer in Bombay It refeis to Indian Bank'-., 
Indian Insurance Companies and Indian Shipping, and its attempt is t() 
point out that all these Indian enteiprises are mfenor, iintrustworth} , 
slippery and delusi\(‘ Theiefoie, it asks Indians not to ha\e an\ thing 
to do W'lth them I quote ,i hi lef extract 

** Fh Hum (bo}<ott; pr.utu.iblo ’ Htiuloiit of oconoinu s -vm!! ttUl \()u tint it 

IS not, it>(l that .iii> uttoinpt to ( irr\ it out would iii(\itnbi\ lisid to ^re it hnuii to the 
consiinior and tho a\onice (iti/in Whi Boi insi the jiioposal nu uis tint Hio con 
sumer nuist abandon tin' Mup( nor pro<liuts fjorn Bnt on ind lonfiiu hiins(lf to in 
ferior t>pos of articlos for which ho would h ivo to p.i\ in all probibilit% infl itod jirii os 
It 18 well known that many British products arc tho host in tho world ’ ( FFoiinuiablo 

Mombors will mark these words “ aro tho best in the world ”) “ For mstanio, British 

madunorv is uuriviillod, British drugs hold a high pluto m the mnrkit The lonsunur 
Ih now called upon to confine himsolf to coiuinodities which in point of uist lulness, 
durability and offloioncy aro miu h inferior to those British B inks iri tlu n unsin 
of our Banking sjatem in India They provide wide faoibtv ind the strongi'st so<nnt 
Wh) should people ignore those security concerns in place of much less stable ones ? ’ ’ 

Similar remarks are made about Indian Insnianee Banks and sbijipmg 
offices I do hope that, as Pnblieitv touts of British eommeicial inter- 
ests. the Government of India and the Go\ernmont of Bomba\ will send 
a proper bill to the piodneeis of all these Biitish jiroduets chaigiiig 
commission foi the wide publieitv which thev hate gnen to them Win 
not make a little money out of publicity work ^ This great Ooteinnu'ut 
Sir, has stoofied to the contemptible methods of touts I am U'-ing (lie^e 
words wMtb full ^esponslblllt^ They are using the uqireherisihle metliods 
of touts in order to dowm Indian goods and to puff up British goods 
I can only hope that they will chnigo a jiroper commission hating regaid 
to the exalted and high office which thet occupy m this eoimtit Tu 
this way Sir, the irritation has gone on I do hope, Sii, that tlu^ Got 
pimment will soon turn over a new leaf I do hope Sir, that the Gotein 
meiil ot Iiidm will leahse th it it is entirely in their hands to create a eon- 
euliatorv atmosphere without tvhich the Rouml Table Conference will be 
a failure 

Before 1 conclude mt remarks, I wmuld like to warn the Gotein- 
ment that ibev are going too far in their methods of dealing with the 
Congress propaganda I am bound to say, howeter unpleasant the truth 
may be, that there is a desire among a certain section of the officials here 
to an ive at nu eoneiliaton understanding until the national moAemrnt 
is crushed and its back is broken Government have right to adopt all 
reasonable means to put down defiance of law but it is wTong to take 
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hold of this opportunity to crush the national spirit The desire is to 
puni^lt, not tor the .sake of aiii\in<; at an armistice, but to punish so 
that the aAvakened sjurit ma^ be ciushed for long J ^^ould like to wain 
these officers that they should bear in mind that the idea must not be to 
crush and achieve a Mctor>, so that a similar movement may not laisc 
its head ior another 40 vears Please do not be guided by that desire , 
noi also 'vvail foi an honourable settlement until something more dras- 
tic IS done In the civil disobedience movement Take stock of the pre- 
sent eiremnsi'anoes and do tiv to find a solution, which is not impossible 
Jt was a leguttable tiagedv, Sii, that when the esti'emed Leader of the 
Swaiaj Paitv who was oiu colleague here for many vears with v\hom 
we had flee discussions, and \\ho sat ne\t to us at dinner^, lunoheons 
aud teas, (Sime down with his pioposals into a region ot i easonablencss 
tiom his talk oi indeiiendenee — he was elajiped into Jail Alter I read his 
last inteiview, I left Bombav in hojies of making it t}i(‘ basis ot an 
honouiahle conijiromise, «uid \oi when I came heie I found that he was 
lodvi'd up in jail J do not '.av th it the Goveinment might have had no 
justdication foi doing this but m*iv f ask what would have been lost bv 
waiting Ic" thici' or tour weclv> more until piospects of a compiomise 
had ended Tt Gov(*rument had anv imagination, they would have said 
to themsehos “ Ileio was an <ipproath made , heie was tlm leaden 
ot a hostile movement piacticdlv coming out with juoposals ot jieaei 
Let us therefore leave things in sfafns quo ante, and see w'liat pros])ects 
ot peace theie are Instead of acting like this, the Government have (Jap- 
ped him into jail, making settlement almost impossible The solution 
which he oifeied was certainlv not unreasonable, but this unwise Govein- 
ment have sent him to ]<nl, with the result that there is hardlv^ any bod> 
with ^^hom the Government can tk»\v deal This is not politics , it i^ 
not statc-naft noi is it plaving the game I submit it was a wiong 

st(‘f) to iak(‘ w’hatt\(*i d(‘paitnient<d justification there might have been 
foi it Nothing would have beem lost by waiting until the ))ro»ppets 
of jieace were investigated l^erhaps fuithei negotiations with the Gov- 
ernment would have taken place, leading to fruitful results I do niain- 
taiii, yii, that it was highlv imjiolitic to scud Pandit Motilal Nehru to 
jail the moment he descended into the irgion of a ])Ossihle ( oni]'} omis(' 
That IS not the wa> to altain ]»ea(e 

In eonclusion, I would lik(‘ to v\<(rn tin Government again It is iii 
then hands to make this Round Table Conterence a success or lailure 
It IS still three months distant We wish therefore to gi\(‘ Goviinmeiit 
eveiv chance to make it a success Thendorc the opinion of mv yiarty 
IS that we should let this grant go through We do not wish to close the 
door on the Round Table Conference ix^cause we know there are still 
three months in front of us We do not wish, a.s practical men, to close 
the door cn the Round Table (’onterence bv voting against this grant 
We shall therefore let go this grant, voting for it and contenting our- 
selves with making our views perfectly clear, as to the great necessity of 
the Goveinment taking up conciliatory measures in order that all im- 
portant men may be attracted to this Round Table Conleience I may 
tell ’h(' Government that the men w'ho have to work the future consti- 
tution must be made to attend the Round Table Conference unless Gov- 
einmenr wish to repeat the mistake of 1921 

Mr. B Studd (Bengal European) Sir, it is with very considei- 
able diffidence that I rise to addiess this House, having only been a 
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Member ot‘ it for buch a short time But I feel that I should be failing 
in my duty if I did not take the opportunity of endorsing Sir Hugh 
('oclve’s remarks yesterday, on behalf of the Euroi>eans in Bengal and 
partnciiJarly the Calcutta commercial community, one of whose represen- 
tatnes 1 have the honour to be During the course of a good many 
> 0.11 s in this country, most, if not all of us, have formed friendships, 
iiianv friendships, with Indians which we value very highly, friendships 
wJjich have stood the test of time and of adversity We have interests 
W'hich are in common, for without mutual co-operation and understanding 
and goodwill no business intercourse between us w^ould be possible, and 
in the course of our daily relahons, we hd\e had ample opportunities 
of foirning opinions of the high capacity of Indians with whom we have 
had to deal We realise th it our interests are so intermingled that we 
are indispensable, one to the other It is therefore quite natural that 
we should have e^e^v sympathy with Indian aspirations As my 
Honourable friend, Sii Hugh ('ocke, said yesterday, ten years ago, 
there may have been die-hards, but certainly today among us there are 
none We are anxious to do «in> thing that we can to show our sympathy 
with those fnduin asplra1lon‘^ and the only thing which we ask lor is 
reasonable safeguards for the interests which ha\e been built up for 
\erv many yeais , and I Aimture to remind the House that those very 
interests are so intermingled that it is impossible, strictly speaking, to 
call them purel;y British ot purely Indian We aie, as I have already 
stated, fully convinced that there are plenty of Indians of the highest 
ability and capacity to occup\ positions of responsibility Tlie only 
doubt that w’e have is whetlier the conflicting interests and paities can 
evolve a workable scheme; acceptable to all We sincerely hope that 
thej will be able to We ean assure them, that, it and when the\ are 
able to evolve such a scheme, they will have all the support that wm can 
give 

I do not propose to attempt to dismiss the Report of the Simon 
Ooinmission, although it ay)])ears to me to he (piite a sound basis for 
discussion Like my Honourable friend, Sir Hugh Cocke, it takes me 
a long time to foim an opinion, and my political education and experience 
being so much less than his, it will probably take me a great deal longer 
than It w'ould take him It wmuld be perfectly easy for me to pick out 
various items in the Report with which I do not agree, but it seems to 
me that destructive criticism is of little value unless it is supported by 
some constructive proposals to take its place I cannot help feeling that 
continued destructive criticism, and sometimes acrid criticism wijf only 
help to create an atmosphere of distrust and doubt I think everyone 
will agree that the function of the Round Table Conference is so 
complex and so difficult that an atmosphere of trust and friendship and 
goodwill IS essential if they are to have any real opportunity of bringing 
thni task to a successful conclusion I entirely agree that the represen- 
tatives who go to the Conference should be representative of all parties 
and all interests and that any reasonable steps which can be taken to 
make it so representative will have our full support If it is agreed, 
as I think it is, that all parties should go to that Conference, I confess 
I find It a little difficult to see the necessity for this token cut, because 
the Simon Commission’s Report is not accepted The Conference la 
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not merely to deal with the Simon Commission’s Report, but it has to 
bring all parties together and evolve a .suitable and acceptable scheme 
Therefore, if I may, I would suggest to the Honourable the Mover of the 
cut that, if he were willing to withdraw it, it would be a happy gesture, 
and an encouragement of that spirit of trust and goodwill which we are 
all so anxious to see brought about for the Round Table Conference 
bciore it sits Sir, I support the Demand for the supplementary grant 

Maulvi Mohammad Shafee Daoodi (Tirhut Division Muhammadan) * 
Sir, I \\ould confine myself to only one point I would not touch the 
Simon Commission’s Report I would say a few words about the 
pioprietv or the impropriety ot the Round Table Conference The 
situation in which the Mu'^salmans of India are placed to-day is a very 
diffi(‘ult one They ha\e on the one hand to find fault with Mahatma 
Gandhi in starting a movement of civil drsobedience and thwarting the 
London Conference, and on the othei they have to criticise and record 
tlieir emphatic protest against the luthless repression that has been 
going on of late in the country 

While criticising the action taken by Mahatma Gandhi after the 
announcement of the Round Table Conference, I have to say a few" words 
winch might not plea.se my Honourable friends, wdio regard Mahatma 
Gandhi as something more than a human being But I have got to say 
it When I look to facts which wc have seen during the last one or tw’O 
years, I find that, as a matter of fact, there has been communal difference 
of a kind which no one would like to have in India It w’as certainly a 
matter for the two communities living together to settle between them- 
selves But it was not done When we were fighting over such matters, 
+hc announcement was made by Ills Excellency the Viceroy on the 31st 
October, 1929, that there was going t'o be held a Round Table Conference 
in London It was a happy sign that at that moment all the political 
leaflers of India v\orth the name v\elcomed that announcement In the 
first week of November, 1929, the Leaders’ Conference which was held 
cil’ Delhi made it clear that they v\eie going to co-operate in this London 
Conference Some conditions were of course laid down, but they were 
not so difficult of achievement There was also some sign of the com- 
munal differences being adjusted between the parties f should 
rathei say that ev^ery one w^ho was interested m that question believed 
that that was the time when Indians would make up then differences 
and iro ahead to the London Conference for the purpose of placing 
unitedly a case before the Conference, which could not be resisted by 
any statesman howsoev^er sagacious lie might be But it so happened 
that, on the 23rd Decembei, 1929, v\c heard a very ama/ing incident We 
he^rd that Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit* Motilal Nehru had met His 
Excel^encv'^ the V'lceroj’’ on that d^n and had decided to boycott the 
Conference I must a.ssurc my friends here on tlrs side of the House 
that it shocked every one of my friends who were then at Lahore pre- 
paring for the Conferences and Congresses there 

Mr President (to an Honourable Member) Order, order The 
Honourable Member knows that reading ne^vspapers is not allowed when 
the House is sitting 

Bffaulvi Mohammad Shafee Daoodi : 1 was telling my friends here 
on my right that they must believe me when I say that the announce- 
ment made by Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Motilal Nehru that they had 
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decided to boycott' the London Oonierence shocked us to a veiy gieat 
extent We began to find out the reasoiih tor this boycott We tiled 
to quest Jon our friends who were m the know of things, but to tell >ou 
the truth, no satisfactory answer could be given to our questions, and 
v/e came to tlie conclusion that, by avoiding tlie London Conteicnce, 
the great Hindu leaders were avoiding a settlement and adjustment of 
the communal diftcrences Of course it might appear too much to those 
who are not' affected by that question, but those who are intimately 
affected by this question have got to think out the leasons toi such a 
c(M(Tsl a month and thre< week-* b<toie the thing was acceptable, but 
it became unacceptable some tiim‘ latei toi no apjiaient leason whatso- 
ever Theie must be some leaMm toi it' llowevei, we made it [ilain 
to Mahatma (landhi tliat the bovcott ot the laindon Coiiieieiice at this 
moment would not lie f,t\onM'd h\ lh( pisiple ot India We liad lalioiiied 
long tor the settlenuoit ol tie ( onstitul’ional ptohlem and the communal 
differences between the sevcial interests and coiiunuiiities of India, and 
wo had not been able to solve them Now that the oppoitunity was 

theie thev wanted to avoid it There must be veiv solid grounds to 

convince those v\ho doubted the sincerity ot the boycott yiiice then the 
differences betvseen the two communities have growm vsidei .ind widei 
We ap])iehended at that moment that when a stiuggle of this magnitude 
v\ould be launeiied against (lovernment and the Mussalmans as a com- 
rnunitv would keep themselves aloof, it would be bound to cieate ill-feeling 
between the two communities, v\hich would take a long tmu' to toiget 
And the same has happened 

So far I have spoken asrainst the boycott of the London Lonteieiice 
by ISfahatma Gandhi, but I have got to sav verv bittei things against 
Government also Tlie 0(*easion for this has aiisen ot late i ajijire- 
ciate the sinceritv of purpose of His Excellencv the \iceio;y m not 
interfering with the movement which was started bv' Mahatma (Lnidhi 
W(' thought that this non-inteifeiencc would coutiiiue and the movement 
when not resisted vNOuld subside , and I am suie, if that policv had been 
followed, the movement v\ould not have gone to the length to which it 
has gone novs I have seen mvself, in Patna, t'hat tlie movement was 
going to die out, but the moment the milil’aiv weie In ought and the ))ooi 
non-violent voluntoois weie being trampled iindei liv the militaiv tlie 
raovement gathered strength to an enornjous extent and in short time, 
where there was no bittei feeling against Government, e\er}bodv began 
to feel as bitterh as the Congressmen themselves I know ])ersonally 
how mercilessly Professor Abdul Ban of the Bihc) Vidyapith was beaten 
bv^ the police 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh And Babu Rajendra Prasad 

Maulvi Mohammad Shafee Daoodi : I have met Piofessor Abdul 
Ban myself and have learnt from him the ciicumstances in which he was 
beaten I do not doubt his veracity. The circumstances were really 
such that no one but a cow aid would try to beat a man who was unarmed 
and doing no mischief At the same time, a non-violent man, an emblem 
of non-violence, Babu Rajendra Prasad, could not escape the lathi charge 
of the police These arc ciicumstances which convince me that the method 
adopted bv Government m suppressing the movement has been very 
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ruthles‘5 But it cannot succeed 1 hope Government will take my 
word for it that it cannot succeed 

W’hen I look to the Frontier Proiince and know* the facts from the 
w^itnesses who have seen the occurrences there, I forget what ha\e 
happened in Bihar It loally appears that the authorities in the 
Frontier Province considei the people inhabiting that pi o\ nice as so 
many animals and cattle I cannot iindei stand how, when the 12 men 
w'ho w’eie to be arrested had suiiendeied ot their own accord, a commotion 
of the kind w^e ha\c heaid could take place To me it appeals that the 
first firing as well as the sf^eond was unjustifiable However that may 
be, here is a Goveinment olhtial ot the highest position, Mr Justice 
Sulannan, who also holds the second bring to be unjustifiable I could 
ha\e undei stood the wisdom of Government it they had at least shown 
some considei ation foi the judgment of this Judge of theirs, but they 
j liave no such consideration Trnthtul and honest 

people have eonu' to ns from the tiontiei with teais 
in then ejes comtdaining and asking why they aie not allov\ed to iise 
then weapons t have been telling them all tlie time, “ It von Wfint 
sonK'thing substantial to come out ot this struggle, vou should b(' non- 
violent ” T am satisfied that the mob which wms fired upon at Peshavvai 
was a iion-violent mob, because otlieivvise you would not have so few 
casualties amongst the lank ot tin* Aimj and ot the })olie(' After all 
they are Pathans (J the fiontiei , and do you know wW these Pathans 
came forward in such large iiumheis ? They were told that' then 
Shanat was in danger, that the ISaida Act had been jiassed against the 
injunctions of their religion 

An Honourable Member Bv w horn were they told ? 

Maulvi Mohammad Shafee Daoodi : That is difficult to sav, but they 
were told by those who v\eie interested m agitating the people, but when 
they saw that a highly educated man like Maulana Mohammad All had 
also resented the passing of that Act, they certainly believed that tlieir 
lesentment was lustifiable , and if anv man went to them and told them 
that the Goveriimciit had passed this Act in the teeth ot the opimsition 
C)( tile Mussalmans and made it apjilieable to them as well as to the other 
communities who had wanted it, certainly these Pathans could not sit 
idle and not help a movement bv winch they might feel that they were 
doing some service to then religion The difficulty is this , tliat in sjute 
of the fact that piotests after piotests, dejiufations after deputations, 
addresses after addresses had been given to IIis Excellency the Viceroy 
representing the feelings of the Mussalmans, His Excellency the Viceroy 
would not believe these professions he only believed a few who went 
and told him that the wffiole thing would subside in time and that there 
was no use in doing away with the application of the Act to the 
Mu^salmans That is the difficult} The public feeling is not gauged 
at its pioper worth I find the same difficulty has arisen here in ihis 
lepiessive policy of the Government If the Government were properly 
informed of the intense feeling in the country against the Government, 
I think such ruthless lepression v^()llld not have been adopted I want 
to tell the Government that tbey ought to listen to the real true opinion 
of the people and not of those who hav^e their own axe to grind in 
keeping them ill-informed of events 
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We are men ot the type that 'will not sit idle and merely make 
Hp( ech(s , when ^^e came to believe that the movement of civil disobedience 
was not conducive to the welfare of the people, we stood up against it 
We have addressed monster meetings in many manv places thioughout 
India , we have taken our courage in our o\mi hands and told the people 
that the movement was not' conducive to their \\eltare and that they 
should not therefore follow it But the Oo\ernmeiit should remember 
that these 'words will fall flat when the people find that, although there 
may he no reason for the civil disobedience movement', still attei the 
movement had been started, the (jovernment were having recourse to 
such methods of re])ression that anv one who had seen or liad experience 
of those measures could not lest content It appears to me that 
thousands and thousands have gone into the fold ot the Congress after 
this ruthless repression began If this policy had not been adopted, I 
firmly believe that we would have been in a different atmosphere at 
this time This is what we have done outside the (’hamber, addressing 
meetings and bringing home to Mahatma Gandhi that the bov^cott of 
tl c Round Table Conference would not do , he had got to face the stern 
facts and realities of the situation 

But here in this House, in the presence ot those who represent the 
Government of India, a.s constituted today, I avail myself of the 
opportunity and want to tell them equallv weighty facts which in my 
opinion are that the great mass of people have, by reason of unemploy- 
ment and poverty, begun to distrust the Government , the gieat majority 
of them are hankering for some method by which the> can change the 
s\stem No man can satisfy them unless a ladical cliange in the sjstem 
IS brought about In my opinion therefore a change is inevitable if 
there is to be peace again in this country If the Gov^ernment sincerely 
wish that the change should come and that the responsibility of governing 
this country should be substantially- trausferied to the tiue lepresentatives 
of the different interests and communities, they should rely on the ^ure 
ground of their sincere desire It is needless foi me to tell the Govern- 
ment Biuiches that no Government can rule a country of the culture and 
civilisation as India has by means of brute force, however gigantic that 
biute force may be I should also say that the days of edicts and 
ordinances have gone bv The only policy that will do good both to 
India and to Great Britain is the policy of conciliation I most’ heartily 
agree with what the Leader of the Opposition, Mr Jayakar, just now said 
about the policy of conciliation which should be followed by the Govern- 
ment I hold the firm opinion that the invitation to the London 
Conference should be extended, or if it has been given, it should remain 
extended, to IMahatma Gandhi and Pandit Motilal Nehru If they are 
going to reject it, let the blame be on them , let' Government continue 
this attitude and remind them from time to time that their name is on 
tin* list of the Government 

The situation that has arisen in the country is very serious and 
seriously the remedy should be thought out So far as my humble 
opinion IS concerned, it is in reaffimung the policy of reconciliation that 
the remedy lies How best it is to be accomplished it is not for me to 
say My voice will be in the wilderness But, Sir, there is one thing 
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which I canuot help saying, and it is this Unless the Government will 
re-aihrm their policy of reconciliation and show by their deeds that they 
do not mean anything but reconciliation and steadfastly go on 
acting on this principle, unmindtul, 1 say, of the excesses which civil 
resisters may be committing, I cannot feel satisfied that the Government 
are on surer grounds Let me tell them again that the way to achieve 
success is that the stronger must yield to the weaker, and the weaker 
must pause to analyse the consequences of the desperateness with which 
he acts Having done this, I would like to resume my seat I do not 
want to go into the question at any great length, but before I resume 
my seat, I must speak out what 1 have gathered from the speech of His 
Excellency the Viceroy on the 9th instant in regard to the scope of the 
Conference His Excellency has made it definitely cleai that the Con- 
ference IS not going to be a meeting ground for discussions or debates, 
but it IS going to be a joint assembly of the representatives of both 
countries on whose agreement the precise proposals of Parliament will be 
founded I believe that this is what Mahatma Gandhi wanted on the 
23rd of December, 1929 We however believed that if the communal 
differences were settled and the representatives of British India had 
proceeded to the Round Table Conference after that achievement, the 
same result would have followed But now that the object and scope 
of the Round Table Conference has been made abundantly clear by His 
Excellency the Viceroy, I think there should be no doubt in the mind 
of any representative who goes to the London Conference that it is a 
trap I do not for a moment think that it is a trap tor those who have 
got a strong mind in themselves It is of course a trap for those who 
arc weak-minded Those who know* their business, those who know 
their mind, would make capital out of it if it is proved to be a trap I 
have not the least doubt that it all depends upon the representatives who 
would go to the London Conference to present the case on behalf of 
India. Therefore, I would say that now that the substance has been 
conceded by His Excellency the Viceroy the civil disobedience movement 
should cease on the one hand and the political piisoners should be 
leleased on the other With these observations. Sir, 1 support the out 
moved by my friend, Mr iVbdul Latif Farookhi 


The Honourable Mr. H. G Haig : Sir, I had not intended to take 
part in this debate, for the question primarily raised is that of the parti- 
cipation of India in the Round Table Conference, and on that matter the 
Honourable the Leader of the House will state the position and views 
of Government In the eailiei part ot the debate it appeared to me that 
the House generallj recognised the difficulties of Go\ernment in dealing 
wath this civil disobedience movement as it undoubtedly regretted the start- 
ing of that movement, but in the later stages of the debate more and more 
stress has been laid on the inevitably unfortunate incidents which 
accompany the civil disobedience movement, and allegations have been 
made against the behaviour of the forces of Government, and the policy 
generally of the Home Department has been attacked. I feel, therefore, 
that it IS necessary, in justice to the House, to say something on those 
points. I shall try and confine myself to general reflections, because 
though certain specific allegations have been made in the House, the 
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Goveniraeiit ol India cannot expect to be acquainted with all the inci- 
dents that have taken place all o\er India, and the place where, I think, 
specific alleirations can most conveniently be made, as they can most 
convenientlv be answered, is in the local Legislative Councils I need 
hardly say that 1 am not prepaied myself to accept some of those allega- 
tions The Honourable Member opposite made certain specific allega- 
tions I ha\e no doubt that lie is an excellent ad\ocate, but I am not 
priqiared at present to accept him as an excellent judge, and as far as. 
I could gather from the long Keport ^\hlch he read out to the House this 
morning, he had formed his opinion on th<* examination of certain er parte 
evidence 

Mr K. 0. Neogy In spite of the op])ositioii of the local officials, and 
of the personal ohser\ation 

The Honourable Mr H G. Haig : I teel, Sir, that it is toi the Bengal 
Government to answer those allegations I injself am not acquainted 
with the details 

Mr 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) Will the Honourable Member be prepaied to in- 
vestigate the statements that were made by the Leader of the Nationalist 
Party ? Will he put it to the Bengal Government how far those allega- 
tions are true, and will they advise the Publicitv Department either of 
Bengal or of the Government of India to make a public statement on 
these facts T 

The Honourable Mr, H 0 Haig . I have no doubt. Sir, that the 
Bengal Goxernment, when these allegations are brought to their notice, 
will deal with them 

Then, other statements ha\e been made, such as those by my friend 
Sir Covasji Jehangir I do not m the least wish to dispute the general 
accuracy of the picture he has drawn, but as His Excellency the Viceroy 
in his address to this House recently said, it is inevitable that, when these 
clashes take place betw^een the forces of the Congiess, — and I deliberate- 
ly use the words “ foices of the Congress ”, — and the forces of Govern- 
ment, the innocent or some of the innocent are likel> to suffer 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : They are deliberate. 

The Honourable Mr, H G Haig : Government deplore that as much 
as any Honourable Member here But I would ask the House to re- 
member that the only way in which these deplorable incidents can be 
brought to an end is by the Congress abandoning its present methods 
{An Honourable Member “ Unconditionally ? ”) 

Mr K. 0. Neogy : And by the Government sticking to lawful 
methods 

The Honourable Mr H G. Haig : Well, Sir, I shall deal with the 
matter on more general lines There has been 

Mr. M A. Jinnah : Do I understand that the Government are laying 
down this proposition, that until the Congress stop the civil disobedience 
movement, however wrong an action taken by an officer of the Govern- 
ment, it is not to be taken notice of f 
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The Honourable Mr. H. G Haig . No That was certainly not my 
position My position is, when one is dealing \Mth large crowds, as 
apparently has been the case in Bombay, and when it is necessary for 
the police to disperse them, it is hardlv to be expected that some innocent 
people will not suffer I do not go beyond that 

Mr M. A Jinnah ’ But when thej do suffer, surel> the Government 
should take measures to prevent a lecurrence of that 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig * So fai as possible I liave no doubt 
whatever that the Bombay Government are takin" all reasonable 
measures 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh And the other Governments too 1 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig The other Governments, I am glad 
to ^<iv, aie not faced with the same situation as the Government of 
Bombay {An Honourable Member “ You will have a similar 
situation in other provinces also ”) 

Mr. K 0. Neogy : That shows A\hat little knowledge the Honour- 
able Membei possesses about tilings in Bengal (An Honov) able 
Member “ Also ot things in the Madias Presidency ”) 

(At this stage se\*eral other Honouiable Members also inteirupted ) 

Mr, President I tliink that it will be better if Honourable Mem- 
bers allow the Honourable ^Ir Haig to go on with hi.s statement 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh . He is making a reply Some of us wanted 
to speak, and bring certain occurrences to his notice, but ve cannot do so 
now So, the onl> wmy is to (An Honourable Member “ In- 

terrupt him try to draw him out 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig : T was saying. Sir, that the Gov- 
ernment aie accused in a general v'av of repressing this movement, and 
it has been suggested that that is a wrong method of dealing with it 
1 admit that repression is a word that has an ugly sound, but we have 
to consider what it is sought to repress All Honourable Members in 
this House know verv well that wdia^ it is sought to repress are breaches 
of the law% deliberate breaches of the law or incitements to taxpayers 
not to pay taxes A Government that is not prepared to deal with such 
activities forfeits its claim to govern A Government, any Government, 
the Government of the present and the Go'vernment of the future, must 
have authority That is a point that is very well understood by the 
leaders of the civil disobedience movement Their object has been quite 
definitely and plainly to undermine the authority of Government by pro- 
moting among the mass of the people a spirit of defiance It is true 
that the issue has been to some extent clouded by the methods adopted, — 
the method, the policy of non-violence, — and I freely admit that in very 
many cases, m the majority of cases, that method has been followed out 
The House knows very well that there are other cases m which non-violence 
has completely failed But I grant that the means employed by the 
Congress to undermine the authority of Government have been very 
skilfully devised They endeavour to place the Government m the 
dilemma of either acquiescing in the Congress activities, activities which 
cannot really be tolerated without destroying the foundations of the 
authority of Government, or, on the other hand, of opposing those activi- 
ties by force That is quite plainly the policy, and the very clever policy 
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of the Congress And they reckoned in a clear sighted way that, by 
placing Go\ eminent m this dilemma, they would naturally rouse the 
sympathy of a large number of people who w'ould not ordinarily sympa- 
thise with the Congress, by the very fact that Government were com- 
pelled to use a certain amount of force m dealing with those methods 
That, Sir, is the position and I wish to make that plain to the House 
^011- violence, as I have said, is merely a method We have to look to 
what underlies it The underlying conception is really that of toice 
It IS that ot applying force and coercion to Government Another path 
IS open, as Ilis Excellency stated the other day the path ot argument 
and reason, and it seems to me a tiagedy that these methods should be 
pursued, methods which must lead to increasing ill-will on both sides, 
when this other patli is open The tragedy is not, as it seems to me, one 
of those inevitable and relentless clashes of antagonistic forces , it seems 
to me rather a tragedy of misunderstandings and suspicions We may 
differ about the degree and the pace of constitutional reforms, but our 
faces .ire all set in the same direction {An Ilonoiu able Mcmbei 
“ Question ”) 

Mr K 0 Neogy : Not ot the Honourable ^fember’s 

The Honourable Mr. H O. Haig : I claun to speak for myself and to 
interpiet my own views The great misunderstanding, as it seems to me, 
— I know that Honourable Members opposite or many of them do not 
agree — the great rnisundoi standing is the belief, which is unfortunately 
very prevalent in this country, sedulouslv propagated, genuinely held, 
that nothing can be obtained from the British except by force That is 
a view w'hich is based on a certain reading of history Foi myself I 
think It IS misreading of histoi> and a misreading of the real temper of 
the British people 

Mr. C S Esnga Iyer . What did you do w ith regaid to Ireland ^ 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig . I know, that is exactly the point 
But T be]ie\e that this count iv is being serioush misled in basing all its 
polic\ and all its views on the histor.v of Ireland (An Honourable Mem- 
hei “ What about America ? ”) 

Mr. M. R. Jayakar . Is the Honourable Mernbei prepared to recom- 
mend to the Government some means bv wdiich sucli a general impression 
ma\' be lemoved ? 

The Honourable Mr H O Haig • The general impression is possibly 
being romo^ed by the events of the last three months, which I think are 
making il plain that the path which has been ado])ted by the Congress, 
the i)ath of coercing the Government, is not leading to any successful 
conclusion Therefore, T will appeal to this House, and it needs no 
appeal for T know their sympathies lie in that direction, that they should 
follow the other path, the path which has been open all along and which 
continues open, the path of reason and agreement I believe — again I 
do not expect to convince Honourable Members opposite — that in the 
whole of this constitutional question what really matters is not force but 
the moral issues and that it is the moral issues in this case that appeal 
to the British people The claim for self-government is in its essence 
« moral claim and mv own firm conviction is that the progress that this 
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cause has achieved in the past has been largely due to the moral appeal 
which It has made to the British people I trust, Sir, that India will 
choose the path of reason, not of foice, and that the representatives of 
various parties and interests will go to London in a spirit of friendship 
and good will, with the determination to seek a solution that may be 
acceptable to both countries 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Twenty-five Minutes to 
Three of the Clock 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Twenty-five Mmut.*' to 
Three of the Clock, Mr President in the Chair 


Mr Kikabhai Premchand (Bomba> Nominated Non-Official) Sir, 
the Report of the Simon Commission, to which we had been looking for- 
ward so long, has now appeared and has met with almost universal dis- 
approval throughout India It was generally expected that nothing 
could satisfy the extreme left wing, but it is a matter of regret to ob- 
ser\e that it has not satisfied e\en those who are prepared to co-opera\e 
with Go\ernment Personally, 1 am forced to share this general an- 
satistaction For instance, the so-called provincial autonomy, as recom- 
mended by the Commission, will, on closer examination, show that this 
is largely illusory 

Even it an advance m this direction may be admitted, it is offset 
by the retrogressive nature of the recommendations for the Central Gov- 
ernment 

The whole ciux of the national demand for self-government lies in 
tne control of the country’s fiscal policy, which can only be obtained 
through advances in the Central Government It naturally involves the 
control of tariff policy, which is ot paramount importance to Indiin 
trade and commerce, and the commercial community cannot reasonably 
be satisfied unless the decision in all tariff matters is left to the Indian 
Legislature Personally I am in favour of Imperial Preference more as 
an economic advantage to India than as a jesture of amity But we 
must be free to work out our own ideas for the protection of those in- 
dustries which need safegu,arding and bring in our own measures to 
prevent the stifling of the growing industrial sense in India It is futile 
to have any advance if the Members of the Indian Legislature are to 
be in effect merely onlookers and not responsible partieijiants in the 
shaping of the country’s destiny 

Some of the suggestions made by the Financial Adviser to the Commis- 
sion are particularly unfortunate He says that there is no room for 
further taxation in India, while at the same time he suggests various 
methods of levying taxes, which are most unsuitable to India, like the 
terminal tax, a suggestion bound to foment inter-provincial jealousies 
and interfere with the free course of trade within the country. The 
United States is an example of a country whose prosperity has been 
built up largely by rea.son of the fact that it has an immense area with 
no restrictions whatever on legitimate trade within its borders Europe, 
on the other hand, is endeavouring to find some way of getting rid of 
the barriers to trade which have been raised on all sides 

The reforms that I urge are not the demand of thoughtless or irres- 
ponsible people. They express the feeling of the conservative element, 
L5CPB(LA) C 
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men wlio have an important stake m the country, educated men, who have 
J(aint to studj all the implications ot a question and to consider conse- 
<jueiices, — b<iiikeis, businessmen and landholders 

The present unrest seems, to my mind, due more to economic 
reasons than to anythinj:^ else The commercial community % sympathy 
has been alienated by the fact that Government have not taken business 
men into then confidence or a\aded themselves of then counsel, except- 
ing^ as a last resort, pieiernn^ to take the advic<‘ ot men whose in- 
terests are primarily political It is vital to the interests ot Government 
to le^ain the lost sym])athi(‘s ot business men by hidpin^^ to giant a sub- 
stantial measure ot nilvance in the Central Government, of couise, sub- 
ject to necessary saleguuds to prevent jnofiteering and ousting of 
Emjnre goods It is therefore highly desirable that the legitiinale 
demands ot nimi who have evtuvlhiiig at stake be satisfied and t(» win 
them over to the side ot hiw and order 1 should therefoie recommend 
the House, to sliow then disapiiroval ot the Simon Rcpoit, to vol' for 
tin, cut motion ot Mian Mohammad Shah Nawaz 

Mr Amar Nath Dutt (Bardwan Division Non-Muhamina Ian 
Itural) Sir, a perusal ot the Report ot the Standing Finance Com- 
mittee will show that the Committee desired to point out that the ( on- 
l(‘i(‘nce should be fully repiesentative of all jxilitical paities in India 
iiiTore sanctioning the Demand in the Standing Finance Committee m 
which o])niion was sharply divided, we had this recommendation made 
Now if we are to pass the Giant that is now before us, we will have to 
see whether these conditions have been fulfilled The House has to see 
to that But we aie in the dark about it We do not know what the 
personnel of the Conference is going to be Ample time has passed since 
then by wdiich the Government could have announced the personnel of 
the Conference One can well understand why the Central Gov eminent 
do not wish to declare the names before the Grant is passed They are 
not forthcoming And why ? It is lest the personnel be disapprov^ed 
b,v even those who do not appiove of the civil disobedience movement And 
what is the reason ? I was informed a few minutes before by an Honour- 
able Member of this House how the Government of the Honourable 
Mr Haig and his subordinates is administering law and order At 
Calcutta, when there was no picketing Ordinance, a small boy was puiket- 
ing near a shop I was told that this hoy of 10 was caiight by tw^o 
European Sergeants and a revolver was pointed at his head 

Mr A H Ohuznavi (Dacca Division Muhammadan Rural) Men- 
tion the name of the gentleman who gave you the information, otherwise 
It IS verv difficult to believe the story 

Mr Amar Nath Dutt I am not going to do that I know it is very 
difficult for certain Members in this House to believe things which go 
against some Members of the Government. I know that my Honourable 
friend is not one of those Members, but if he turns out to be one of those 
^lembers, then I regret it verv’’ much T can onlv tell him that he is a 
highly respected citizen of Calcutta and a moderate m politics Then 
they began to heat the boy mercilessly, so much so that an old woman, 
who saw him from her house, ran down to save the child That old 
woman was also going to beaten, but fortunately she was protected 
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by her people, This is the way m which they create lawlessness and dis- 
order m the country. 

Mr. A. H Ohuaiavi ; Where did it happen 1 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : It happened at Calcutta Sir, I charge the 
Government with creating lawlessness and disorder in order to make a 
case against the Indian people getting responsible government If this 
be the mentality of the Government of India, do they expect tha^ we 
can vote for this Demand ^ Sir, the Honourable the Lender of the 
House who is universally lo\ed and respected, should know all these 
for he sees through other’s eyes Sir, the Executive Goveinment have, 
to our great regret, turned His Excellency the Viceroy, Lord Irwin, into 
a Publicity Bureau to whitewash all the misdeeds of their subordinates. 
They swallow every statement that comes to them from the subordinate 
officers It IS m the interests ot these subordinate officials to have law- 
lessness and disorder in the country , they provoke it and use lathis 
mercilessly I know the Honourable Member on the side of the Gov- 
einni’ent will say in reply that they have other versions of the case 
They will always have other versions of the case, but they can take il 
from me that we do not believe that they have really made an inquiry 
about these matters and have really taken a judicial view of these facts 
Hut as they think that it is m their interest to support their subordinate 
officials, they do what they have done and say that they do not believe 
the other side of the version which is laid before them Sir, we had this 
morning from our friend Mr Neogy a detailed account of what was 
happening at Midnapore What reply has the Honourable the Home 
Member given to the charge that was made m this House about the con- 
duct of the Sub-Divisional Officer of Cantai ? This Sub-Divisional Offi- 
cer did not hesitate in arresting even Mr J N Basu, the Prosid'^^^^ 
the Indian Association, a position which was previously held by sucli 
eminent men as Mr. Anand Mohan Bose, Sir Surendra* Hath BaneijfC 
and others, and in company with him our friend Mr Neogy was 
arrested. Can high-handedness go further than that ? And you still 
ask us to co-operate with you and to join you in this Round Table Con- 
ference What has made people sympathise with this civil disobedience 
movement ? It is such misdeeds and misrule on the part of your sub 
ordinates that have caused such unrest in the country I know India 
IS not your motherland , I know that you are interested in exploiting 
India , I know that you will try fo continue your rule with the help of 
your bayonets and arms ; and I know that you have no stake m this 
country You can go away immediately in yoin boat^ when it is unsate 
But we, who are the children of the soil, who have permanent stakoK in 
this country, want to have ordered progress through ordered Government 
You come with all sorts of sweet words, but in practice you do other 
wise Your* profession and your action is not the same, and I very much 
regret that this is so I also wonder how an administrator of the tvne 
of Mr. Haig can overlook the real hignificance of what is happeni^ 
He was very unkind to me the other day when he said that I disclaimed 
all acquaintance with him. I did not mean that at all What I said 
was that he was new to this House I know of his reputation as a lust 
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that it I'i probably the atmosphere, the viciou'* atmosphere, which is 
ciodted by not listening to the advice of the representatives of the 
people Sir, it is regrettable that a sympathetic Viceroy of His Excel- 
lency Lord Irwin’s type should be misled into thinking that the ex- 
cesses are unavoidable His Excellency said the other day that theie 
IS no doubt on which side the blame lies His Excellency himself, of 
couise, did not inquire nor did the men who advise him about all these 
things inquire Wherefrom has all this information come 1 I know 
how this information of the Government is collected, when the Go\- 
ernment of India ask for any information from the Provincial Go\- 
einment, the Provincial Government asks for that information from the 
Divisional Commissioner, who, in his turn, asks for it from the District 
Magistrate The District Magistrate asks for that information from his 
8ub-Divisional Officer who in his turn asks for the information from 
the Circle Officers, or the President of the Panchayat Ultimately the 
Chaukidar supplies the information and tlien ill is communicated to 
Goveinment That is the evidence upon which the Government charges 
ihe people who are carrying on a non-violent war against the Govern- 
ment with violence Violence there has been But violence on whose 
side ? On the side of the officials It is a fact that at Midnapore, the 
police officials weie rescued by the Congre'ss volunteers You pro- 
voked the mob and entered their houses and the shameful story of attack- 
ing a girl of 18 years of age has been read out by my Honourable friend 
Mr Neogy Do you mean to say that any hupian being can stand and 
look at It with indifference ? They are bound to piotcct the honour of 
then women Unfortunately in the communique issued by His Excel- 
lency for promulgating the Ordinance we find reference to Midnapore 
where it has been said that a Sub-Inspector of Police was murdered I 
do not know whether really a Sub Inspector ot Police was murdered or 
not But if you want to hear the doings of this Sub-Inspector, I think 
my Honourable friend Mr Neogy can tell you that and your blood will 
hoil if you are a human being Why should even Indian women who 
are generally behind the purdah come out ? Because your oppression 
has been such that no decent man who calls himself an Indian, so long 
as life iiins m him, can allow such atrocities to continue Sir, I warn the 
Government to take lessons from the fate of Havana, the Raksuds King 
of Lanka If you persist in this way, if you go on insulting our mothers 
and our daughters, then there will not be a single Indian left who will 
be on your side 

Sir, the Round Table Conference should be fully representative of 
all political parties in India Which political party really represents 
the people 1 It is the Congress and Congress alone We may b«' here, 
several of us, a minority not believing in a particular portion ot the 
Congress programme, but I think every Indian, whether he be a Nation- 
alist or an Independent or a Swarajist or be he of any ofjier partj, T 
believe all of them support the Congress in its demand for Dominion 
Status Do you find anywhere in the second volume of the Simon Report 
the word “ Dominion Status ” T His Excellency the Viceroj m Octo- 
ber last proclaimed that Dominion Status was the goal. If you declare 
that we are going to have Dominion Status automatically after pass- 
ing through a certain transitory period, I think political India will 
accept that 
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Mr President : Order, order. I hope the Honourable Member 
will try to conclude his remarks He has already exceeded his Time 
limit 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : I will, Sir I was saying, that you ought 
to have representatives of the Congress, you should declare their names 
before you can ask us to vote for this grant Then again you ought to 
grant a general amnesty to all political prisoners That was done in 
the case of Ireland 

Mr. A H Ghuznavi * Then call off the civil disobedience movement 

Mr Amar Nath Dutt : 1 think my Honourable friend knows that 
even Dr Ansari, an ex-President of the Congress, docs not approve of 
the civil disobedience movement In fact if you grant a political 
amnesty, they on their side will cease to pursue their civil disobedience 
campaign 

One other thing you will allow me to state I was very much dis- 
appointed in finding the following wo-rds in His Excellency’s speech 

“ The Conference will approach greatly assisted by the Report 

As I said the other day, this Simon Commission’s Report should be 
treated as non-existmg, because the Report of Sir John Simon is nothing 
but the report of an advocate who was briefed by Members of British 
Imperialism to support the case for perpetual domination of India, and 
Sir John Simon, as a elevei advocate, has put his case and has not 
acted as a judge 

Sir, an appeal has been made by the Honourable Mr Stiidd that 
there should be an atmosphere of peace and goodwill I say certainly 
there ought to be peace and goodwill, but it must be reciprocal for the 
well-being of the country and the better advancement of our people 
You will please lay aside your arrogance, that 
arrogance which permits of the Honouiable 
Mr Haig to disbelieve all that is said by Honourable Members on this 
side of the House and to belie\e and accept the version of his ohu 
ehaukidar as the more correct That arrogance 

Mr President * I hope tlie Honourable Member will now conclude 
his observations 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : That arrogance which has been at the root 
01 so much misunderstanding and ill-will between the British people and 
oursehes should be put aside, and I appeal to them once more to be 
more conciliatory and show a change of heart for we are destined for 
many a long and weary year to work side by side in this country for 
our common good 

Mr R K Shanmukham Ohetty (Salem and Coimbatore cum North 
Arcot Non-Muhammadan Ruial) • Mr President, I must confess that 
I was greatly amazed at the first pait of the speech of the Honourable 
the Home Member this morning Both on the floor of this House and 
in the country outside, serious allegations have been made against the 
excesses of the police oflicials and the mdisenmniatc attacks made by 
them upon innocent mobs, and we, on this side, expected that the Honour- 
able the Home Member would give some conMiicing reply to these 
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allegations made at least on the floor of this House , and instead of 
doing that what has he done ? He has taken up the amazing position 
that the Government of India aio not expected 1o know the details of 
all the incidents that are going on m the provinces and that Piovincial 
Governments must be referred to for a detailed explanation of these 
things When my Honourable friend, Mr Neogy, challenged him with 
a report that he, along with certain other respectable citizens, had pro- 
duced, the Honourable the Home Member had nothing more to say in 
reply, but that it was for the Bengal Government to answer these allega- 
tions. I thought, Sir, that though the subject of law and order was 
primarily the concern of Local Governments, it was the Government of 
India in this country that was ultimately responsible for the main- 
tenance of law and order Tf m normal times, it is the dut> oi the 
Government of India to maintain law and order, the duty becomes 
much more important in a time of crisis like the one through which we 
are passing I would like to ask the Honourable the Home Member to 
say, on behalf of the Government of India, whether, when they were 
faced with this serious crisis three months back, they gave any definite 
instructions to the various Local Governments as to the methods to be 
pursued in suppressing the movement of civil disobedience, or whether 
they gave a free hand to the Local Goveinnients to deal with the move- 
ment as they liked in their o\\n provinces We came to know from the 
Press that the Honourable the Home Member himself \ery rightl\ paid 
a visit to Bombay, the centre of the great agitation, and conferred with 
the Local Government in the matter Now, aie we not entitled to ask 
whether the Government of India have a defiiiitt jiolicy in tins matter ? 
Or, IS the handling of the situation left to the various Local Governments 
m their respective areas 1 That is certainly not an unreasonable ques- 
tion to ask of the Home Mombci in a time of crisis like this As my 
Honourable friend Mr Neogy said, the very presence of some of us m 
this House is concmcing pi oof, if proof were needed, that we entirely 
dissociate ourselves from the civil disobedience movement But, Sii, if 
the civil disobedience movement has resulted in creating a feeling of 
intense bitterness throughout the country and if it has gamed a mo- 
mentum which none of us expected that it would gam, during the last 
three months, it is to be ascribed in a very large measuie to the methods 
pursued by Government in handling the movement Sir, Go\ eminent 
should not be blind to the facts of the situation What is it that they 
see in Bombay today ? It is not merely the professional agitators 
that have created trouble It is to some extent the sympathy and the 
passive acquiescence of the gieat commercial communities of Bombay 
that have resulted in that city being plunged m disaster and rum 
Men of sobriety, men of judgment, men who have got an immense stake 
in the country, have come to look with horror upon the methods pur- 
sued by some of the over-zealous officials in the various provinces in 
dealing with the civil disobedience movement Surely it is up to the 
Government of India to convince at least those who do not associate 
themselves with this movement that, in suppressing this movement, 
Government will follow methods which will commend themselves to 
citizens who value liberty and the maintenance of law and order Sir, 
it seems to me that the mentality of Government is something like this 
They are faced with a serious situation and they evidently feel that even 
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if the poliee officials commit certam acts of excess and if the Govern- 
ment of India or the Local Govenimciils take the respeotne officials to 
task, it will be a sort of indirect encouragement to tiie civil disobedience 
movemenL That seems to be the mentality of the Go\ eminent of India 
and the Provincial Goermnents, avIucIi makes them shut their eyes en- 
tirely to the various allegations that iiave been made about the police 
excesses and the indiscriminate attacks by police officials on the mob 
I for one would stand on the side of Go\ eminent m all the legitimate 
methods employed foi supiircssmg the movement, Avhich is the very 
negation of orderly and peaceful Goveinment But surely Government 
cannot expect law-abiding citizens to come to their rescue when they 
pursue methods Avhieh cannot commend themselves to such citizens 
In the city of Madras itself, which underwent some amount of trouble, 
not of course comparable to the extent to which Bombay was subjected, 
such a sober bodj’’ as the Corporation of Madras thought it their duty to 
pass a resolution condemning the excesses of the police officials on a 
certam occasion and asking Goveinment to inslilule an impartial inquiry 
into the allegations The members of the Corporation of Madras are 
not professional agitators They aie interested in maintaining the civil 
tranquility of the province for the purpose of local administration 
itself And what was the answer given by Government to this very 
reasonable demand of a body like the Municipal Corporation of Madras ? 
Government gave no heed to it , and subsequently when the 
Report of the Police Commissioner of Madras City was published, the 
Government of Madras, without instituting any sort of an impartial 
inquiry, commended the Report of the Police Commissioner to the pub- 
lic and endorsed all that the Police Commissioner had said That, Sir, 
would certainly enrage a man ulio would otherwise be on the side of 
law and order I would ask the Honourable the Home Member to realise 
that he must face the situation boldly and pursue a policy of conciliation 
because the atmosphere in vhich Ihe Round Table Conference is to be 
held must be one of mutual goodwill if the result of that Conference 
IS to be a success 

Sir, while I Avrs s.iipnsed a1 the first pait of the speech of the 
Honourable the Home Member I A\elcome the conciliatory spirit of the 
second part of his speech He pointed out that A\e are passing through 
a period of tragedy and misiindeistanding and suspicion on both sides, 
and he said that the present national movement is merely an appeal to 
the moral sense of the British people and he felt confident that that 
appeal would not be in vain The Honourable the Home Member ven- 
tured to thiiik that this suspicion and misunderstanding was the result 
of our reading or misreading of the Irish history But let me 
tell him, Sir, that it is not merely the Irish parallel but what took place 
in our own country m recent times that has created this suspicion and 
misunderstanding I am one of those who aie of opinion that it was 
a great pity that, in December, last, the Congress should have rejected 
the offer of His Excellency the Viceroy to go to the Round Table Con- 
ference Sir, when the histone pronouncement of the Viceroy was 
made in October, last it gave encouragement and hope to many of us, 
but what are the incidents that subsequently followed that historic 
ann’ouncement ? The speech of the NoWe Earl, the Under Secretary 
of State for India, the fulminations and the outbursts of Lords 
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Birkenhead and Reading and Mr Lloyd George in the British Press and 
in the House of Lords 

The Honourable Sir George Eainy (Member for Commerce and 
Railways) Sir, the Noble Earl whom the Honourable Member refers 
to was not, I think, at that time the Under Secretaiy of State for India 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Ohetty . I am icfeinng to the period subse- 
quent to the making of the October announcement by the Viceroy and 
I referred to Earl Russell who was at that time the Under Secretary of 
State tor India and who, whefi Ins dog died or was dying, made that 
speech which dispelled the hopes created in us by that announcement 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy . The Honourable Member is 
quite right , I am soiry I misunderstood 

Mr R K Shanmukham Ohetty : These incidents shattered to some 
extent the hopes that sonn- ot us entertained as a result of the great 
pronouncement of the ViC(‘ioy made in Gctobir last , and to eioun all 
these disappointmf nts, came the Kepoit ot thf Simon Commission Sir, 
the members of the Royal t/ommission, in tiie concluding jiart of their 
Report, make a fervent appeal to their Indian fellow-subjects to do them 
the courtesy of studying tunr Report I am sure many of us have al- 
ready sliown that courtes\ or are engaged in showing that courtesy, 
and as a result of the study that we have made, we have no hesitation 
in saying that the recommendations contained in this Repoit are wholly 
unacceptable to any section of Indian public opinion The fundamental 
defect of the Simon Report is, in my opinion a lack of apiireciation on 
the part of the Commissioners of the true scopi* and funetion of their 
work In paragraph 363 thc> reiterate wduit the> stated in the first 
paragraph of their Report They say 

“ Wo venture to repent words which we used m the ftrst paragraph of our 
former volume when we wrote that we wore entering upon our task upon the basis and 
assumption that the goal deflnod by Mr Montagu represents the accepted polic\ to Oe 
pursued and that the onlj proposals worthy to be considered are proposals conceived 
in the spirit of the announcement of 20th August, 1917 and inspired with the honest 
purpose of giving to it its due effect ” 

Sir, in lading emphasis on the X->ronouncement of 20th August 1917, 
and in conceiving their duty to be to frame rc^commeiulatioiis wuthin the 
spirit of those proposals, the Commissioners ha\e failed to take note of 
a great event that happened subsequently — the famous pronouncement 
of the* Vieeioj m October last The Viceiov, spcmKuig on behalf of 
His Majesty’s Government, assured us that the logical sequence of the 
policy contained in the declaration of Auirust U>17, was tlo' establish- 
ment of a Dominion Status constitution in India , but to our utter 
amazement, the Commissioners have entirely failed to take note of 
this great pronouncement of the Viceroy Sir, I went through the 
various pnpeis that the Commissioners have published, and so far as 
I have been able to look through the volumes, even the text of tlie 
Viceroy's pronouncement does not find a place in the various appendices 
published by the Simon Commission. That shows, and to me it is an 
evidence, that the Commissioners, when they wrote their Report, were 
not fully alive to the implications of the task to which they had been 
called If only they had interpreted the nnuouncement of 1017 in the 
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light of the pronouncement made by His Excellency the Viceroy on be- 
half of Hib Majesty’s Government, the Report and its recommendations 
would probably have been very different fiom what they are But fortu- 
nately for us, we have been assured b> lln Excellency the Viceroy the 
other" day that the Statutory Commission’s Report, however important 
it might be, will not be the last woid, neither would it be the sole basis 
of discussion at the Round Table Confertncp and it is because of that 
assurance that I joined with some of my friends on this side m issuing 
an appeal to my countrymen to participate in the Round Table Con- 
ference and not to miss this great opportunity of coming to a settlement 
with the British Government 8ir, many who are keeping aloof from 
this Conference are doing so in a spirit ot despair and some in fear 
Some aie afraid that it is a trap, but T am actuated by a feeling of 
hope rather than of fear , for I rememuei a saying that if hopes are 
dupes, fears may be liars , and we have \entured to ad\ise our country- 
men to participate in this Conference in the confident hope that His 
Majesty’s Government and the British people have now come to realise 
the strength that lies behind India’s national demand, and that the 
time has now come for them to realise once for all, that if a settlement 
IS not arrived at at tlie Round Table Conference, it wull be a bad day 
both for England and for India 

Mr 0 V Venkataramana Aiyangar (Madras Indian Commerce) 
Sir, it IS my duty to oppose totally this grant, and in doing so I believe I 
shall be a iriember of a solitary party— probably the leader and the fol- 
low ei as well But I shall give some reasons as to why I decided to 
speak on this point, though wlien I came here this morning I had no idea 
of taking part in the discussion or in the voting I represent the Indian 
(ommtice ot th^ IMadras Presidency, and I am sorry to see that all the 
speakers so lai, more or less, suggested that the ciyil disobedience move- 
ment is intiidy due to the Congress and that the C^ongress Party and its 
followers r/Iom aie responsible for the civil disobedience movement But 
than] s to the gross and seiious mistakes committed by the Government, 
111 tli(* economic as well as in other public spheres, all the traders, manu- 
facturers and bankers of this country have been diiven out of co-operation 
and have joined in sympathy wnth cud disobedience It has been veiy 
well said that thej have done so because for the last ten years the Govern- 
ment }ia\c l)(‘en ruining them, riuniiitr e^e^y vested interest in this country, 
bv then rclions and theiefore having no hope of getting any remedy at 
the hand of this Government, these men have simply run into the hands 
of the civil disobedience people in the hope that thej might have some 
chance of thereby getting out of tlicir troubles Look at these ten years 
and it IS enough to convince you, Sir, how these business men have been 
ruined During these ten years shares have fallen dov\n to 25 per cent 
of tbeii iormcr value , the money has flowm out of the country and the 
pnees of food grains have gone down to pre-war levels That is the 
reason vihv the business men of the countrv have practically revolted 
against this (government In my opinion, to sav now that the Round 
Table Conference will be of any use w'hatsoever to us is only imaginary 

Let us first of all see whether this is the time when we should go to 
the Round Table Conference and examine the place where it is going to 
be held and also the conditions under which we are asked to go as well 
as the persons who are to be invited We were originally told that, so 
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tar as the Indian leaders weie concerned, if there were any agreed pro- 
posals, the Government m England would give effect to them That was 
the understanding on which the Round Table Conference was originally 
proposed Wc had our own doubts and our doubts have now been streng- 
thened We were ongmally told that there should be agieement among 
ourselves , but now we are told that we should take the parties m England 
also With us , and if there is one thing which is most retrograde and re- 
actionary — if I may speak with submission — in Ills Excellency’s speech, 
it IS this, that it says clearly that if all the parties in England and India 
come to some understanding, then they will use that as the basis of some 
legislation which will be jilaced betoie Parliament What aie the parties 
that we have to meet there V We have not so far been told as to who will 
be the members ot the Conference fiom England, but we have no doubt 
whatever that people like Sii John Simon will be there, people like the 
ex Secretary of State, Lord Birkenhead, will he there and that people like 
Sir Michael O’Dwyer will also be there No doubt my friend, Sir C P 
Ramaswami Ayyar relies upon the justice ot his case Probably he thinks 
this is one of his cases where he has to deal with impartial judges, and 
after winning the case he can put into his clastic pocket currency notes 
and cheques of large values But I ask him, is the condition of havung 
an impartial judge fulfilled in this matter ? The Viceroy has warned us 
that there should be an agieed arrangement between the parties, including 
the English parties as well as Indian parties — that is very clearly hinted 
at, though not clearly said, and that dashes all our hopes of getting any^- 
thing at all in the Conference So far as we are concerned, these proposals 
are absolutely useless Today we read in the papers that the Labour 
Party escaped a narrow defeat by a majority of three , and the statement 
that was expected to be issued by the Labour Premier on the 9th has 
been postponed, evidentlv because he could not come to any teims with the 
other two jiaities, and I am sure they will never come to an agreement 
unless ho agrees wuth what they say The Labour Party will have to go 
to the other parties for the sake of their pockets and their position and 
power and agree to their terms 

In these circumstances, what can we expect ^ Can we expect any- 
thing fioin a Labour Ministry in which two members recently have been 
promoted to Ministers, merabeis who unreservedly agreed to the unanimous 
Report of the Simon Commission ? 

I expected that some suggestions would be made here m this House as 
to how we could take Congressmen and others into this Conference By 
a clever strategic move, the Honourable the Leader of the House included 
the Simon lieport within the scope of this proposition If the Government 
had been fair and honest, they should have placed the Simon Report be- 
fore this House The money for this Commission was paid by this Gov- 
einmeiit and therefore, in all fairness and honesty, they should have pre- 
sented the Report to this House and invited a discussion But they are 
cow aids and they do not want to take that course because they know what 
the result would be , they know that this House would unanimously throw 
out tlie Report But unfortunately, our leaders were side-tracked into 
the question of the 8imon Report. We all shunned the Commission and 
we now see it contains nothing but scorpions We wanted bread and they 
gave not even a stone but scorpions. Every page of this Simon Report is 
lull of stings ; touch it where you will, a sting is there. All our leaders 
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liMe unanimoubly condemned it , and by the course now followed, we are 
simply playing into the hands of the Honourable the Leader of the House 
who has laid a trap for us I go further now% Sir, and throw’ out some 
definite suggestions w’hieh I place before the Government and before 
this House as to what should be done to bring Congressmen into this 
Conference 

Mr M. A. Jumah But why not smash the Report by a direct vote 
agrunst the Demand ? 

Mr C. V. Venkataramana Aiyangar They do not care a copper 
pie foi 3 0 nr^ote Can Mr Jinnah assure me that, by voting for tins 
cut, lie can bring the Go\ernment round to agree with him ? 

Mr M A Jinnah My interruption meant that we can destroy this 
trap by supporting the cut and recoiding our verdict that ive condemn 
tho Simon ('ommission’s recommendations 

Mr 0 V Venkataramana Aiyangar I do not agree with the first 
portion of my Honourable friend’s statement He says he can destroy 
this Report by the cut How’ ? How can you do it ? The Report is 
there Our learned Deputy President had so many hopes of getting some- 
thing fiom thf Simon Committee, but all his hopes have been shattered to 
pieces What I want to saj , Sir is that we should not have touched the 
Simon Report at all, and but for the interruption of my Honourable 
Leader, I wanted to say, let the Government give us an assurance that at 
least on one point thcj are at one with us on the Simon 
recommendations if we carry a resolution about it in this 
House His Excellency told us the other day most clearly 
that this Report will form an important basis. Whether this wull form 
an important or unimportant ba‘'is, and if I can prophesy, Sir, — I 
do not claim to be prophet — I am sure that the Simon recommendations 
will become the only outcome of the Round Table Conference with some 
crossing of the “ t’s ” here and dotting the “I’s” there I must warn this 
Giovernment, as some of my leaders have already done, that it is futile for 
them to believe that they can ciiish the present civil disobedience move- 
ment His Excellency the Viceroc has been unfortunately advised that 
^here arc two roads to peace, either we should crush the movement or ve 
should abdicate No, Sir, there is a third alternative which all sensible 
tnen should adopt and that is conciliation because the more you press 
he spring the more is the mateiial ready to jump up An attempt has 
been made to describe the civil lesistcrs as mercenary people, but it is 
ibsolutelj incorrect People have gone to jail in very large numbers, and 
[ must confess that at least a very large majority of them belong to v^ery 
respectable families Old and young, male and female, rich and poor, 
employed and employers, have all gone to jail, and more are ready to go 
\nd ^^hat is the primary" cause of that ? It is the repressive policy of 
he Government Now, Sir, it was pointed out by the Honourable the 
-lome Member that the Congressmen are defying the law and thgt law and 
)rder must be maintained May I ask the Honourable the Law Member to 
ell me under what provisions of the law a policeman is authorised to beat 
i person who disobeys the law ? Sir, the Allahabad High Court has re 
;entW held that no policeman has got a right to beat anybody w^ho dis- 
ibeys the law, unless he threatens his life or causes some grievous assault 
rhr*refore Sir, I may tell this House that the doings of the police in using 
he lath%8y etc , have all been illegal The High Court of Allahabad has 
•ecently upheld the conviction of a police constable and a fine of Rs 2 
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for beating a non-\iolent person By all means you can pass Ordinances 
signed by Ihe Viceioy and sa\ that any policeman can beat any person, 
and tell us that it is the law, it is an Ordinance You ha\e passed so 
many Oidinances recently, but ymu have not dared to put even one of 
them before this House, though a pigmy House as it is called 

Mr President I would remind the Honourable Member that he ha-^ 
got only two minutes more 

Mr. 0 V Venkataramana Aiyangar : Thank you, Sir Now, 
J shall make a few suggestions to bring about a better and more satisfac- 
tory state of affairs It has been said by His Excellency the Viceroys and 
b} e\eiybody else in the vuirld that there is no use of holding this Round 
Tabic Conference unless it consists of all parties Tt is also admitted Sii, 
thal the Congress Party is a very important party It is also teared Sii, 
that unless tlie Congress members take part in the Round Table Confei- 
ence, any decisions that might be arrived at by the Conference wull share 
the some fate as the Simon recommendations have shared m the countiy 
Therefore, Sir, T wmnt this Government to have some imagination if the 
Goveinnumt are wu.se, if they have learnt anything during the last three 
or four months, let them at once release all political prisoners They are 
not people who will do any^ violence If they do not come to any terms, 
whatever they may be, then you have the power and the right to put them 
ill jail again But the invitation in this case should come, as it had come 
in the cawe of Ireland, from His Majesty the King, w^ho is the only person, 
T think, W’ho can at pres,ent command the respect and confidence of all 
parties in this matter Tt is he who should extend the invitation, because 
judging from his speech which was made at the opening of the India 
House Pie other day, it was as clear as daylight that, though he has oeen 
made silent ri'garding details, by his advisers, still every word of his speech 
breathes sympathy and a desire to do good for India, both futuie aud 
present Therefore, Sir, my appeal to the Government and to those who 
are lo go to the Round Table Conference is that they must insist ujion the 
invitation being issued to the Congress leaders by His I\Iajesty We know 
who Mr Gandhi is Only the other day I was reading an extract from 
a New Yoik paper which regretted that the most civilized Government in 
the woiid should not have been able to come to terms with such a good and 
fair-minded person as Mahatma Gandhi, and instances were given to show 
that, wdieo the plague broke out in South Africa, he recalled the civil 
disobedience movement Then again when the Boer war broke out in South 
Africa, he leealled this movement, and again when the great German war 
broke out, he did not want to do anything w^hich was calculated to hamper 
the Government Theiefore, Sir, Mahatma Gandhi is a man with whom 
you can safely and confidently deal in bringing about an amicable settle- 
ment in this .natter First of all, let us have a Round Table Conference 
in India itself, and the only person W'ho can preside over it is His Ex- 
cellenev the Vieerov If the Viceroys of India can get together a few 
people from all parties and discuss the matter thoroughly with them I am 
sure theie will be unanimity of opinion on some of the complex problems 
so far as this country is concerned, and then it will be time, as was done 
in the case of Ireland, for the representatives of India and the representa- 
tives m England to- meet at a Round Table Conference and discuss the 
various issues, and I am sure, if this is done, even the diehards and others 
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Will look into the reasonableness of our demand and agree to a satisfae- 
toiy settlement As I said, jou cannot crush any people E^en sup- 
posing yon succeed in arresting the progress of the movement for a time 
by some of jour barbarous methods, it will again revive with greater vigour 
and greater force I say it is quite impossible to crush or stop the present 
civil disobedience movement, because partly you are yourself responsible 
to spread it by adopting some of the barbarous methods Look at Poland. 
Look at Egypt Look at Ireland Look at Alsace Lorraine No one could 
crush the internal movements there Therefore, I say, grant a general 
amnesty to all people, and uncoditionally release all political prisoners 
Let the invitation go to leaders like Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Motilal 
Nehro, and if you follow this course, I am sure that something can be 
done Sir, just before the arrest of Pandit Motilal Nehru, we had fond 
hopes that something on the lines of what Mr Jayakar said this morning 
was going to be done , w^e heard from private sources that something by 
way of co-operation by the Congress people was in contemplation In fact. 
Sir, some of us Congressmen in Madras sent an appeal to Pandit Motilal 
Nehru to pass a resolution in the Congress Working Committee on the 
lines that ha^e just been adumbrated by Mr Patel Sir, there is no hurry 
about the Round Table Conference This is a moment w^hen it is impossi- 
ble to comene a Round Table Conference if you w^ant to achieve any fruit- 
ful lesults, and therefore I appeal to all those who have been invited to the 
Round Table Conference, and to those who have just now issued a state- 
ment to the Press, to ask His Excellency the Viceroy to postpone the idea 
of the Conference for some time to come, to grant a general amnesty to 
all political prisoners so as to create a favourable atmosphere, to invite 
Mahatma Gandhi and other respected leaders to the Round Table Con- 
feience, and then to appeal to His Majesty himself to extend his invita- 
tion to the people here Unless and until this is done, I can assure the 
Go\ernment here that there can be no hope of achie\ung any fruitful re- 
sults in any conterence 

Mr. President ; The Honourable Member has exhausted his time 

Mr 0 V. Venkataramana Aiyangar Thank you, Sir I have 
nothing more to say 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum (North-West Frontier Pro- 
vince Nominated Non-Official) Sir, 1 think I must say a few wmrds on 
the subject before the House in connection with the Simon Reporl: and 
the Round Table Conference, because reference has been so often made 
to the North West Frontier Province m the course of this debate But 
at the \ery outset I must confess that I have not thoroughly studied the 
whole Report and I cannot pass judgment on fhe Report as a whole It 
may be a good Report or it may be a bad Report ’ Perhaps it is a bad 
Report, because it has been generally if not universally disapproved, but 
possibly it is a good Report because it has not pleased or fully satisfied 
anybody in the country It has criticised every thing and has exposed 
the difficulties that stand in the w^ay of the further constitutional )^ro- 
gress of the country as a whole It has thereby pleased neither one 
section nor the other, and if the old saying is true that an impartial 
judgment is not pleasing to both parties in a case, then peihaps the 
Report IS a good one But as far as I can see, it has certainly done some 
good m one way, and it is that some of the leaders of the majority com- 
munity were waiting for the issue of that Report before they should meet 
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and settle their diffeiences with the minority communltle^ They per- 
aaps thought that, if something better came out of the Repoit for them, 
they would escape the recognition of some of the rights and pruileges 
oi the olhei c(>mmunities oi meeting then wishes But the Report must 
have disillusioned them of a good many things, because it says that the 
question of India is really the question of the minorities or of the settle- 
ment of the disputes of the \aiious communities inhabiting India If 
that is so, and I believe that it is really a question of the minorities, then, 
there is still time for the leaders to put their heads together and settle 
those differences before they go to the Round Table Conference lluic 
IS plenty of time to do that, if they have been disillusioned that there cdii 
be no Dominion Status, no Independence and that nothing extraordinary 
IS coming to this country except what is given in that Report, unless and 
until these difficulties, these obst<icles and these differences have been lemov- 
ed from the \\a\ If that is so, the Commission have done us a good turn 
in that respect They ha^e t( Id Us piadicallj, “ Do not expect an\ thing 
unless you settle these differences ” Sir, it is in that light that I con- 
sider the Report a good one ' 

Well, Sir, as I have said before, I cannot pas« judgment on the 
Report as a whole, but I will confine myself to that part of it which 
concerns my province, the untoitunate Nortli West Frontier Province 
I have gone through that part of the Report very carefully and I have 
studied it v\ell, because it affects me and my piovince Sii, I must con- 
fess that T find it most disappointing, and T assure the Hoijse, both sides 
of the House, that it has cieated a great discontent in our province, a 
discontent which is likely to aggravate the alreadv serious position lu 
that prov nice When 1 say that it has disappointed us, I do not mean 

that we have not got all that we expected What I mean is this, th«t 

the Report lias put us in a woise condition than at piesent we are in 
That IS my reading of the Report, because instead of securing the co- 
operation of the people, it has tried to strengthen the hands of the ad- 
ministration At present we are linked with this House in some wajs, 
and if I am not in a position to defend the rights of my province effec- 
tively, there aie others who generally take up our cause and defend it 
on the floor of this House, though very often the reply to then inter- 
liellations and questions is that the information is being collected and 
vill be eommunicatetd to the Honourable Membei m clue course ’ But, 
under the proposed conditions, the position will be woise, because if 
tiled nominal Council is set up in our province, the reply to such ques- 
tions v\ill be that these aie local matters and must be brought befoie the 
loeal Council The money part of our relations with this House will, 

jicrhaps, by some statute, be solved and the House will not have that 

control over it that d has to some extent now So, reading the Report 
in fliat light, I think our position will be worse undei that Council than 
d IS at present No doubt the province will be represented m this 
House, but only by men of my type, that is, nominated, and not elected 
I do not think that will be a very great improvement 

Well, Sir, the difficulty of the Simon Commission in the way of 
giving equal rights to that unfortunate province is put in a funny sen- 
tence which they have penned m their Report It is something to the 
effect that it is the inherent right of a man to smoke, but he must be 
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careful when he is lighting a match anywheie near a gunpowder 
magazine That is quite right, but 1 should like to know something more 
definite about the meaning of that sentence There is a gentleman, an 
Honourable Member in this House who had some connection wiln the 
compilation of that Report, and I hope he will throw more light on the 
meaning of that sentence Let it be granted that the North West Frontier 
Province is a gunpowder magazine and that we, the unfortunate inhabit- 
ants of that province, have the inheient right to smoke, and that we 
must be careful not to use a lighted match, then do I understand that 
these reforms are like lighted matches and will set the North West 

Frontier on hre it extended to that province f I thought they were 

going to civilise us I thought they were going to improve our position 
and to bring us out from baibaiism to civilisation Perhaps the Gov- 
ernment have got some experience of these reforms in the lest of 
India, where they have proved to be lighted matches, I mean in Madias, 
Bengal, Bombay, etc , and they perhaps think that, if they were to 
apply them to our province, they \\ould result in a conflagration in the 
country It that is the position, let them say so and we shall not be 
sorry for losing these reforms, but we shall expect them to be wuth- 

(irawn from the lest ot India too Sir, we are just as good or bad 

citizens of India as others are We have no horns, no tails, nothing else 
flifferent trom the rest of India We are quite robust and good looking 
people , and when 1 see all sorts of civilising institutions, from high 
class university colleges down to the lowest primary schools existing in 
our country and when I see that many of our boys m the all-India com- 
petitive examinations come out successful as debaters and scholars,, 
and when we can produce 66 per cent success in the M A exammytion 
of the Punjab University in Mathematics, I cannot bring mysolt to 
believe that we are in any way backward as compared with the rest 
of India The Government have got figures and they can compare them 
and see whether we are backward in education as compared with the 
rest of India or at least with western Punjab , whether we are worse in 
criminality even than certain othei paits of India, for example, Bengal, 
and whether we have ever committed any political dacoities, such as are 
prevailing in Bengal, etc If theie are any dacoities in our country, 
they are simply for gam, but not toi political purposes Sir, we are 
very practical people and can well run the reforms 

Well, I know that my time is Praited and I must bo brief But I 
must rsk once moie why this ditTen'nco is being made between us and 
the rest of India I must ask the Go\ernment whether the introduction 
of reforms in our province will rendei us more turbulent, whether it 
will affect the foreign and Imperial jiolicy of the Government of India, 
the forward or backward policy of the Government of India or whether 
this will affect any Imperial issues like fiscal autonomy and so on. 
Will not the Foreign and Political Department and the Army be still 
reserved subjects throughout India 1 Suppose the Government of 
India were to punish one of the frontier tribes, as they have been doing 
m the past, will they be prevented from doing so by us ? Have we not 
always helped them against our own brethren ? Have we not got decora- 
tions for such services 1 Have we not taken part in the three Kabul 
wars, and have we not got high class appreciation for our services' 
during those wars 1 Have we ever sided with our kinsmen on the 
border, or across the border in Afghanistan, whenever there was trouble 
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in those parts 1 On the other hand you can see the Indian mentdlit} 
ot the frontier Pathan He is always taking an active part in any 
movement which comes from the south, like the monsoon Look at the 
Rowlatt Bill movement Look at the Hijrat, the non-co-operation move- 
ment of 1920 and now this unfortunate and ill-advised Congress move- 
ment Our sympathies have always been with the Indians, and foi the 
last 80 years we have proved ourselves true Indians with Indian 
mentality We were part and parcel of the Punjab even under the 
Sikh rule Can you say that we were not part and parcel of the Punjab 
during the Sikh and the Durani rules 1 Who has changed his mother 
tongue in the ma’ttei of elementary education except the frontier 
Pathan ? We get our elementary education m Hindustani instead in 
Pushtu So I do not know what difference there is between us and 
the rest of India, and why the poor Pathan should be fighting foi his 
ordinary rights of Indian citizenship, rights which are given to the 
Bhils in Central India and the depressed classes and the untouchables 
in the south ot India without their even asking for them Why should 
we have to shed our blood foi those ordinary rights 1 Suppose there is 
a forward policy and the Government of India were to take an expedi- 
tion against some frontier tribes or Afghanistan shall we stand in their 
way, if we are given a reformed Council ? Shall we say that we vull 
not allow you to cross the Indus and ttfke your troops across the border 
Shall we stop you at the Attock bridge and say, “ No, you must not go ” 
even if the rest of India are to supply you the men and the mone> foi 
such expeditions ? Will that be the difficulty you anticipate ? Can we stop 
you from opening new roads and communications in the province or force 
you to remove your cantonments ? Suppose the rest of India refuses 
to supply you with the men and money for such expeditions, will you 
be able to carry out these expeditions even if you were to commandeer 
and force the whole population of the North West Frontier Province 
under martial law to help you ? No, Sir, the introduction of reforms 
will not harm the Government in the least On the other hand tliey 
will make us contented and more Indian than we are at present and 
we may prove more useful to the Government ot India But oii the 
other^ hand, it you are showing us a step-motherly treatment, T do not 
know what will happen 1 do not know if we deserve this step-mother- 
Ij treatment ’ Sir, a reference was made by ray friend, Maulvi 8hhfi 
Daoodi, in liis speech to the effect that the present troubles on the frontier 
were due to the Sarda Act (An Honouiahle Member “ Immediate 
cause ”) I can assure him that the Sarda Act is veiy little heard of in 
the North West Frontier Province Whether the Congress or the Khilafat 
people have excited the people of that province over the Sarda Act oi not 
I cannot say, but I can assure the House that it was one of the subsidiary 
causes, and a very minor issue, if an issue, it was, and that the main cause 
was the great disappointment of our people in the matter of constitu'ional 
advance The Sarda Act reminds me again of the sentence used b> the 
Simon Commission Did the Government of India, before applying the 
Sarda Act to the North West Frontier Province ever think that the fighting 
of that match would set the gunpowder magazine ablaze ? If the> had 
these scruples and fears of gunpowder magazines in their minds, they 
would not have applied that Act to the North West Frontier Province 
The application of reforms to that province is not really so dangerous to 
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the safety of that province as the application of the Sarda Act or the In- 
ijpme-tax Act or the Laud Revenue Act, or various other laws of taxatioia> 
wiji^ch really touch the people Why do not they think twice before apply- 

these taxing enactments to that province ? If those people can hear 
all these taxes and all those enactments, including the 8arda Act, surely 
they can put up with this evil of reforms also 

Well, Sir, I will not deal with the actual composition of the proposed 
Council in detail It is to be half elected and half nominated, presided 
over by the Honourable the Chief Commissioner But elected from amdUg 
whom and by whom ? Well, from and by the people, who will themselvea 
be nominated to a great extent if not wholly Ha\ e we gone down lower 
in our fitness tor retorms since 1922, when the Bray Committee, with a 
more elaboiale inquirj, suggested a liettei Council tor us ^ Moieover, r 
new element will be ))i ought into our (^ouucil and that is the c r -soldier I 
remember bow that happened On the 18th No\ ember, 1928, 1 saw a 
coupe of ex-soldieis coming up with their old unifoims anxious to appear 
before the Simon Commission We thought that these people must be 
malcing a request foi a share m the grant of the Punjab eolonv lands, 
which IS their general lequest or grievance But I did not then know that 
the cic-soldiei vas going to he a gieat factor m the future constitution of 
the North West Fiontier ProMnce, and that these soldiers were going tt> 
have a separate constituency Well, Sir, the Simon Commission have 
perhaps copied in toto some memorandum which was handed over to them 
by some one on the sjiot and then Report about the North West 
Frontier Province does not seem to be based on the result of the mquit^ 
made by them, so much so that their Report quotes an incident which 
happened a >ear later They refer to the unsatisfactory results of som* 
elections which took place in a certain municipality, the year after theit 
\isit to the North West Frontier Pio\ince and quote that in support 
then point That information must have been supplied to them by som€»- 
body else ' (Laughter ) Well, they did not even peihaps change a comma 
in the memorandum that was handed over to them Sir, to tell you thh 
truth, the Simon Report has created a great discontent amoug our people, 
who feel that they are deprived of the ordinary rights of Indian citizen- 
ship, rights, as I ha^e ssid before, th«it are being enjo>ed in tin* rest of 
India even by the depressed classes and the untouchables, and it is this 
that has brought about the trouble on us Sir, up to the tune the elec- 
tions in the municipalities were postponed in November, 1929, \ery few 
people had joined the Congress It vas after the elections were stopped» 
that several people joined the Congress at Lahore in December, 
because the Congress happened to be the only organization in India, which, 
according to the Nehru Report, had held out hopes of e^alfty tb tfajB 
frontier people with the rest of India I do not know whether 
will be leally gi\en that equality when the time comes or whether it would 
piove a mere scrap of paper when the Swaraj comes, but still it was a 
great allurement to them and that is why some of them joined the Con- 
gress Of course, some of them have now adopted cml disobedience and 
■various other Congress methods and must suffer for them But we are 
very sorry that thej^ should have been di iven to that extreme As regards 
the consequences, they have nothing to grumble about Well, some of 
the frontier people might have been under the impression that perhaps 
they were treated rather differently from the rest of India in the matter 
punishment for their civil disobf^ience But from what I have henra 
L‘5CPB(LA) 3 
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thia morning from other speakers they cannot have much grievance on 
that account (Hear, hear ) Perhaps, the law is the same, and men who 
follow the cult of disobedience must be punished in the way which such 
disobedience deserves 

Blr M A. Jinnah : So equality is maintained in this respect 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum : Yes, we have been allowed 
equal rights with the rest of India in this respect if not a little more 
Well, Sir, these are the remarks with which I shall now close, but I 
must say once more that my friend, Maulvi Mohammad Shafee Daoodi 
was not quite correct when he said that the chief cause of the trouble 
on the frontier was thf^ Sarda Act , the chief cause of the trouble was 
the disappointment of the people over the reforms, and nothing will 
gatisfy them unless they are put on terms of equality with the lest of 
India with respect to the reforms (Applause ) 

Mr. M. R Ja3rakar : Sir, I rise on a point of correction with refcr- 
4 i* w ence to the interruption which was made by my Honour- 

able friend, Mr Jinnah, when I was speaking m the morning, in which 
he said, with reference to iny statement, that a number of \ery aristocratic 
families in Bombay had taken part in a certain procession, that my informa- 
tion was wrong Here I liave m my hand a copy of the Bombay Chi omcle 
of the 7th July In its editorial article under the heading “ United Front ”, 
this is what it writes (after referring to an important meeting held m 
Bomba} under the piesidentship of Mr Vallabhbhai Patel) 

‘ ‘ It was a largely attended meeting and was followed by .i prooes'tion which, 
aignificantly enough, included, among other prominent P.ireis, Lady Petit, Ladv Jam 
•etjee Jeejibho), Mrs H P Mod} and Mrs Talyarkhan The procestsionists marched 
to Dadabhai >.aojoji’8 statue and laid a wreath at its feet ” 

So my information was not incorrect 

Mr. H. P. Mody : Maj' I tell you, Sir, and Mr Jayakar that 
Mrs Mody was not in the procession For one thing, she dislikes walking 

Mr M A Jinnah : May I also point out to my Honourable friend 
that, when I made the correction of his statement, his statement was very 
different. He referred to what had appeared in the newspapers and he 
relied upon that All that I said was that that information was given to 
the papers by somebody without an authority and that Lady Petit had 
actually contradicted it m the next issue of the Times of India, and the 
latter paper expressed its regret that the information supplied to them 
was false 

Mr M R Jayakar I was referring, Sir, to political intensitj^ of 
feeling, and 

Mr. President : Order, order T think what has been said is 
enough 

Mr M R Jayakar : The point, Sir, of my remark was that ladies 
of very aristocratic families, who would not have otherwise joined any 
political procession, had taken part in a procession 

Mr M A Jinnah * But that is untrue 

Mr. M. R. Jayakar : This shows it, Sir, unless this Bombay paper 
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Bb* M. A Jmxiah : There are many papeis that he 

Mr. M. B. Jayakar : or was wrongly informed It clearly shows 

that the procession did take place, and in that procession the persons I 
referred to took part 

An Honourable Member : What is the paper ? 

Mr M. B. Jayakar : The Bombay Chtonule 

Dr. A. Snhrawardy . That shows what reliance can be placed on 
,hc Bombay Chronicle 

Mr President : Colonel Gidiiey 

laent >Oolonel H. A J. Gidney (Nominated Anglo-Indians) Sir, 
dter this domestic quarrel has been settled it seems to me that I may 
)e permitted to proceed with my speech The mam purpose of this Demand 
mil of this Motion for a cut of 100 is to afford this House an opportunity 
.0 give form and reality to tlie Round Table Conference 

(At this stage, Mr President vacated the Chair, which was taken by 
Vlr Deputy President ) (Applause ) 

I also take it, Sir, as accepted that the Round Table Conterence was 
he outcome of a proposal made by Sir John Simon I can quite under- 
tand Members of the opposite side not being desirous of discussing the 
hmon Report on the floor of this House. Indeed, T think they are right 
D refusing to do so because we have His Excellency the Viceroy’s assur- 
ince that the Simon Report will form one of the items on the agenda or 
eims of reference of the Round Table Conference, and I submit that that 
Conference is a more suitable place foi the discussion of the Simon Report 
ban the floor of this House But the Simon Report, Sir, is before the 
rorld and occupies the centre of India’s political stage and, as such, it 
annot be brushed aside and scrapped nor can it be discounted or over- 
3 oked I think that a discussion on this Report would be much better 
onducted among the various communities, or Parties or Associations Any 
riticism now is inopportune and untimely Let us reserve it for the 
tound Table Conference, along wufh other Repoits And so, Sir, I do 
lot propose to deal with the Simon Report m my speech today, except to 
efer to the remarks that fell from Mr Jayakar about Sir John Simon 
tating in his Report that when it was drafted he was uninfluenced by the 
resent political situation in India Mr Jayakar tried to imply that this 
dmiBsion had reference to the present state of lawlessness and the political 
ondition in Bombay and which Sir John Simon should ha\e considered in 
16 Report My reading of the Report is that Mr Jayakar ’s interpreta- 
on IS wholly wrong and that paragraph was w^ritten with the express pur- 
ose of showing to those diehards who consider that the handing over of 
iw and order to the provinces was a dangerous recommendation that the 
imon Commission were prepared to do so despite the present day political 
nrest and lawlessness in India, the inference being that had the present 
□settled condition of India been considered by the Commission, it w’ould 
>t have made «juch drastic proposals and recommended the handing over 
t provinces of law and order Sir, speaking on behalf of the Anglo- 
idian Community one of the minority communities, — and I feel sure I 
ive the support of my Honourable friends, Mr Raja, and the Reverend 
0 Chatterjee representatives of the depressed classes and Iiidii^kr 
hns^ians — T can assure the House that we are desirous of inking ttsx 
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honourable part in the Round Table Conteieiice should we be ift^ed '^o 
participate We aie also desirous of stating heie, in cJ.ear and unequivocal 
terms, at least I am, that we are not piepared to agree to any Pact which 
has not got as one ol its primaiy and mam objects the permanent safe- 
guarding of the interests o-f the minorities — economic, social and political 
We demand honourable teims, otherwise we shall refuse to accept any 
agreement at the Round Table Conference When 1 u^e the term 
minoiities in its constricted sense, I do not include the majority of the 
minoiitv communities, the ^Muslims, because being about 70 millions stiong 
they are really a majority in themselves and therefore can guard their 
own interests very well We, however, earnestly hope we shall not be left 
the dregs of any settlement that may be arri\ed at at the Round Table Con- 
ference In youi dcsii(‘ to <miulate Ireland, I hope vou will learn fiom her 
lessons and not cieate an> Clsteis Sir, my conception of the Round Table 
Conference is a tol lection of genuine representatives from India, men wdio 
are fired with the enthusiasm ot coming to an amicable settlement and are 
imbibed with the spirit ot give and take, and are not wedded or tied down 
to inflexible ideas Puithci, the representatives of that Round Table Con- 
ference must have a true conception of their powers and their status 
After all, it must not be forgotten that the Biitish Parliament is above 
all and has not abdicated and that it still functions We are not to look 
upon ourselves as plenipotentiaries going to the Round Table Conference 
to demand terms nor aie we to look upon the Round Table Conference 
as a Second Versailles Ills Excellency the Viceroy made it abundantly 
clear that we would particijiate in the deliberations of the Conference as 
equals Unfortunately the view is held by some sections of political 
thought in India that the Government of India is beaten and must submit 
to terms and they will participate m the Conference ohly if these teims 
are accepted Su, one has to remember alwavs that the P>ritish Parlia- 
ment IS the final authoiity and that it is willing to listen to and be guided 
by the consensus of opinion of those who appeal with it before the Round 
Table Conference, I go further and assert that if we are able conclusively to 
prove to them that the unanimous demand of India is for Dominion Status, 
the demand will not fall on deaf ears It requires very little political 
acumen to realise how hopeless will be our fate if we appear before the 
li^und Table Conference as dictators and make impossible demands It 
must be remembered that the Round Table Conference is not 
an executive or a legislatn^e body , it is entirely a deliberative 
and advisory body Unfortunately, Sir, the refusal of Indian 
])oliticians to realise this fact is, in my opinion, the raison 
d’etre of the present political unrest and I would add that 
in no statement or utterance is such a conception to be found 
By their non-co-operation it is true we are deprived of the assistance of 
the Congress Party and I feel sure everyone in this House would be glad 
if it could send representatives to the Round Table Conference Though 
they have denied us their co-operation one is prevented from accusing them 
as they are in jail and unable to defend themselves But, what have the 
other leadeis in India clone to solve this deadlock — this impas<ie ? What 
have the Liberal leaders in India done ? Their inability to deliver the 
goods was the means of the ver\ lenominous death of the All-Parties Con- 
♦^ference They weie absolutely unable to deliver the goods and admitted 
their impotency The rainoritv communities were prepared to enter into 
a pact with these leaders hut they fought shy and yet, in this House, these 
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same leaders claim to represent the masses and peoples of India and are 
ready to blame and warn Government and issue manitestos demanding 
terms which amount to an abdication of Go^e^nment If these leaders 
desire to do a service to India, let tliem slop issuing manifestos, form 
themselves into a committee and, together, M'^it the members of the Cong- 
le^s Part> in jail and tiy and persuade them to call olf end disobedience 
and attend the Round Table Conference It m\ tiiends, Mr Jayakar, Sir 
P Ramaswami Ayyar, Mi Jinnah and otheis, made np then minds 
to \isit these Congress leaders. Mi Gandhi and Pandit Motdal Nehru, 
and persuade them to call a halt and join us m a settlement at the Round 
Table Conference, they would not only establish then claims to be called 
leaders, but make the Conference thoroughly lepiesentatu e Relieve me, 
one such Msit \\ould he ^^orth more than hundreds of manitestos 

Now, Sir, what is the ougin oi this Round Table Conference f 
We all knov that vlien the Simon (’ommission was originally constituted 
and announced, Ihs Excellency the Viceiov in his sjieech said that 
together wit’h the Simon (’ommission would sit as ecjuals, the Indian 
wing, 1 e , the Indian (Vmtral (’ommittee Both would woik conjointly and 
when the Simon (Vmnnissioii liad submitted its Repot r, it would eiMse 
to exist hut the Indian wiiig would oontinue to tunctioii and w'ould 
represent the Indian ease before th(‘ Joint PtU liamentai y Committ'ee 
In place of the Joint Pai liaimaitan C’omniittee we have b(*en today 
given this Round Table (Vmteienn which will attoid to those sections 
oi Indian thought who refused to co-operate with the Commission an 
opportunity of placing their views heloie it and the Biifish Pailiament 
and thus help us to shape the future destiny of oui count iv, India. 
Sir John Simon, in my opinion, deseiv'es our tlianks foi suggesting 
this opportunity And it is toi this Round Table Conference that the 
Goveinment are now’ making a demand foi financial su])port and foi 
the opinion of this House Viewed in all its as])ects and implications, 
in my opinion, Sir, there are only two issues beloie us in legaid to the 
motion before the House Pirsth, do we serioush desire to support 
the Round Table Conference Secondh it we do, aie wc ])iei)ared to 
foot the bill ^ If w^e aie pre]iared to foot the bill, then we cannot 
supjiort the cut On the othei hand if we aie not prepared to toot the 
hill, then we stultify our support to the Round Table (’onfeience by 
supyiortiug a cut' of Rs 100 not on account ot the Round Table (’on- 
feience but on the Simon Report and for which no grant has been 
asked In short, w’e stultify our ap})ro\dl of the Round Table Con- 
ference because we are asked to supjiort the I\rovei of this cut m his 
\iews that the Simon Commission s Rejiort does not meet with his 
approAal Now, Sir, I submit, with all respect to the President’s ruling 
on this matter, that the Simon Report constitutes no jiait of this demand 
and a out on this is, in my humble opinion, vltra vires The Round 
Table Conference is the onh thing to whicli this demand relates, and, 
as such, any Member who supports 1‘lie Round Table Conference wall 
stultify himself if he also supports tins cut, toi in so doing he censures 
Government and in this manner i ejects the Round Table (’onference 
Apart from this, we will in snppoiting this cut, be strengthening the 
hands of those hie-hards in England who are today waiting for every 
oj)port*uiiity to kill the Montford Reforms and all that has been added 
to them since 1919 
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Various demands ]id\e been made on the Government from the 
opposite Benches I join \Mth you in all you vant to effect a healthy 
and {)edeetiil atmosphere for the Round Table Conference, but I ask how 
has India responded to the many appeals made by His Excellency the 
Viceroy, the greatest Viceroy that India ever had, and here I wish to 
Iiause and endorse every word that my Honourable friend, Mr Sen, 
had to say in tins speech about Ills Excellency Ills sincerity is 
unquestionable, his faith in India is j^reat and his desiie to serve India 
IS incompardble IIow often ila^e you not spurned his proferred hand 
of friendship ? IIo^v olten ba\e jou not rejected and ignored his 
co-opeiation and tinst ^ How can you m the face of this 
ask Croveinment to do moie ’ It is up to us to do more The Govern- 
rrant have done (‘\ei\ tiling- that is compatible with the situation 
Government hav(' to tunetion and, it in iunctioning, they do things 
that are nii])](M^<int Ilie\ fannot be blamed Indeed, if law aiui order 

-....1. 1 ... t 1 1 , , J j 1, . ..... . V . ...... K ^ 

iin'i i 1 I \ iM I i i i 1 1 1 i 1 rri i li' iUSaiiiiS >V t 1. 1‘ Jiii Otli iiaiixirt aiiuL ivt S 

yon vonld do tie' 'am ‘ tlimj: it \mi veie in ])owei 1 ask mv Ilonoiir- 
Rhi(' tiiends (ii t!.*' oppo',)!* side to addiess this (piestion to themselves 
Do noj blame the Go\<n;'" n( oi tlie ('ongiess oi the civil disobedience 
movement Secme tIh* eo ' i -< i <ition and }iel|) (/t tlie ('ongiess Baity, 
1)V all the means <)t yoiii eommaiul and I am suie eveiv one on this 
arle of the Jlonse would lu'lp vou in this achievement but, above all, 
I ask those of mv Honourable friends, the leaders ot the Libeial Party, 
drong as they aie indiv idnalh\ , but weak as they aie without a 
'ollownig (Laughter), being l(*<ideis or mote appropnately “ leaderettes ” 
vithont anv following <ind unable to delivei the goods to organise, 
each om‘ of them, for theiis are some of the cleverest brains in India 
[ repeat organise youi selves and get a paity foi you will then be able 
0 deliver the goods Take all steps to counter this civil disobedience 
movemnU But do stop ivsuing any more manifestos Remember 
‘ while the Liberals aie manifestomg Nehni is lotting (to use an 
ordinarv^ parlance) in lail ” 1 ask you one and all to give up jour 

oreseut attitude of advisois and warners even though it be given as 
iid my Honourable tiiend, 8ir Cowasji Jehaiigii, in a monosyllabic 
dacatto style jieeiiliailv native to him 1 ask you to give that up without 
iny fnither delav tiiid do something moie jiiactical and tangible 
ind then vou vmII be lendering substantial seivice to India and jou 
will make the Round Tabh' Conference tiulv lepresentative or every 
)aitv in India , t‘oi I do believe, without the Congiess, that “ Boaid 
>f Conciliation ’’ v\ln('h is nothing else but a svnonjm foi “ the Round 
Table Coufeience ” will he impel feet and incomplete 

Mr. Deputy President • Cider, order The Honourable Member has 

e\ee(dc(| hm time 

Lieut -Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : In conclusion, I would ask tlie 
Ilonoui .il'lt' Member who moved this cut to leconsider the position 
iaicfuUv aiul in lefusing him my support foi his cut, I would ask if 
le would he good enough t'o see his way to withdrawing it for it has 
nothing to commend itself It has everything to condemn itself 

Sardar Gulab Singh (West Punjab . Sikh) Sir, I rise to support 
he cut motion made b\ mv Honourable friend on the agenda 
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I would say only a few words merely to take part m this important 
debate, for enough has been said by way of general observation by the 
previous speakers to condemn the Statutory Commission's Report, which 

15 entirely unacceptable and extremely disappointing As events have 
shown, the Commission was rightly boycotted by the Indian Nationalists 
and others Sir, there were others who had still hopes for further re- 
forms, for which the Commission was mainly intended, in accordance 
with the great declaration of 20th August, 1917 But their hopes were 
disappointed and they were i other upset by the conclusions of the Com- 
mission Reading the situation, I am reminded of a stoiy of a Mirasi 
belonging to a class of people kno^^n for then merry pursuits He, Sir, 
being greatly tired and distressed in a long journey, sat do\\n on the 
roadside and prayed to God for a conveyance Tn the mean\\liile a land^' 
lord came who asked him to carr> his load Seeing the cn cu instances 
of the offer of help, he cried out that the great God often misunderstands 
things He had piaved for a coinoyance, but was gnen a load on the head 
instead Likewise oui hopes ha\e been npset Snggedions and efforts 
have been made to cm tail e^en the existing reforms For instance, a sug- 
gestion IS made for indiiect election to the Assembly in wliieli the franchise 
of direct election of the [Hsiiih* would be taken awav and fuither dis- 
abilities put on candidates tor the Council of State India would be the 
onlv unfoitunate counti\ where the reforms once granted w^ould be 
snatched away in the guise of a tnithei instalment of refoims 

As for the Hound Table Confeicnce, nothing can be said definitely 
unless w^e know^ more about it, and we would welcome it jf it is managed 
properly in points of the personnel, functions, calm atmospliere and parti- 
cipation of leaders who are in jail At present, we are attracted to this 
Round Table Conference by the encouraging words of His Excellency, who 

16 anxious to secure for us another alternative and opportunity to support 
our cause 

With these few remarks, I close 

Rao Bahadur D. R Patil (Bombay Central Division Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) I am glad. Sir, that I, a back bencher, who got up many 
a time, has ultimately caught the eye of the President, for which I thank 
you very much To my mind one thing is clear, that those who occupy 
front benches are easily heard, and those who are m the back benches 
scarcely receive any notice of the Chair 

Mr President, I ha\e to bring to the notice of the Go\ernment of 
India especially one fact, that in tlie Bombaj Presidenc; there is a Non- 
Brahmin Party like the Nationalist Party or the Independent Party here. 
The Non-Brahmm Party in that Presidency represents the iiiteiests of agri- 
cultural classes which form a majority of the population there In the same 
way, there is the Justice Party in Madras Similaily, there is the Non- 
Brahmin Party in Berar and the (k'litral ProMiices The Round Table 
Conference ought to safeguard the interests of all the parties Theiefore, it 
is ibut legitimate for me to appeal to the Government of India that there 
ought to be an adequate representation of Non-Brahmm parties in the 
above-mentioned three Provinces on the Round Table Conference I 
specially make this appeal. Sir, because there are very few non-Brahmins 
here who are advocating the cause of non-Brahmins so far as their repre- 
sentation on the Round Table Conference is concerned Sir, this is the 
tmle when all the communities ought to co-operate and put their claims on 
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a proper basis and follow a policy of mutual goodwill, a policy of give and 
taae, and unless and until we follow such a policy, I do not think that the 
Hpund Table Conference will be a real success Sir, I am reminded of a 
story There were two brothers, ** A and “ B ” There was some 
dispute over property A said, ^'”1 have got eleven points, very 
strong indeed and I have considered them \ery propeilj and I am \ery 
anxious for a compromise, but kindly accept my eleven points and then 
the compromise is possible ” In the same way “ B says, he has got 
fourteen points and he says, “ I have considered them \eiy i)roperly and 
I am equally anxious like you foi a compromise, but accept my touiteen 
pohils ” in such circumstances, is it possible that a compiomise will be 
effected ? Of course not Theietore, all the vaiious communilie-, in 
India ought to follow' a })olic> ot mutual goodwill and must not pie^s 
their claims wnth obstinacv Possibly, one community's claims mn>ht be 
reasonable, but othei paities might not be willing to accept tliein 
In such a case bv mutual co-opeiation and toleration anyhow a compio- 
mise should be effected I niess and until a, c'ompiomisc is effected m that 
W’ay, I do not think the Poiiiul Table Conference will bung good results* 
But human nature hung wliat it is, e\eiy party will tiy' to sateguaid 
its ow'ii interests without an> legard to othei pdit\ s inteusts TheK'foie, 
if that foitiinate day will eome when all tlu' paities will be united in 
their demands, so much 11 h‘ l)(‘ltei, but if that time is not to come it is 
but jnoper that all the jiarties, as I ha\e stated, must ha\e an adequate 
representation in the Round Table Confereaice in tIuii own interests 

Now\ Sir, 1 come to the Report of the Simon Commission Sir, 
I waa a member of the Bombay Provincial Committee, elected by the 
Bombay Legislative Council to co-operate with the Simon Commission 
But T am siirjnised to find that the reooninicndations made by the 
Statutory Commission, headed by Sir John Simon, a legal luminary and 
an ornament of the Bntisli Bar, have not come up to the expectations 
of all parties in India Thev have not satisfied oui national aspirations , 
they have not led lu to the goal of self-determination Therefore, the re- 
commendations made bv the Simon Commission aie verv unsatisfactory 
I may again tell you, Sir that unless and until we ha\e got fiscal autono- 
my, national progress is impossible 

Now take the ease of expenditure on defence It has been admitted 
by Sir John Simon himself that the expenditure on defence is very 
excessne so far as India is concerned This expenditure in India has 
no parallel m the history' of the w’orld That is a clear admission on the 
part of Sir John Simon 

Sir, I should like to conclude by saying again that the interest of 
the non-Brahmins ought to he adequately safeguarded and represented 
at the Round Table Conference They are a vei’y important body, and 
I urge ^e^y stronglv that the interest of the non-Brahmins, the agricul- 
turists who are the pillars of the country, should be adequately represent- 
^ at the Round Table Conference Sir, with these words, after thank- 
ing you for having allowed me to catch your eye, I beg to resume my 
seat. 

Lala BriJ KiahcM'e (Lucknow BiYisihn : Non-Muhammadaii Rural) 
Sir, in rising to speak upon this cut motion, I propose to confine myself 
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only to the interests of the landholders to the^ extent to which they are 
affected by the reactionary recommendations of the Statutory Commis- 
sion The landed aristocracy which has separate electorates both for the 
Provincial and Central Leffislatures is to be deprived of them under the 
new scheme They have been a great source of support to Go\ernment 
m various ways. The taluqdars of Oudh, who recened the Statutory 
Commission in an atmosphere of distrust and ‘'U'^picion prevailing 
throughout the country, expected much from the Commis‘<ion, but tu 
their great disappointment what little they had, in the shape of special 
electorates, is taken away 

As regards the Round Table Confei < lU'e 1 am one oi those who be- 
lieve m the potentialities of it We should therefoie oigaiii'-e all the 
available constitutional fones in the (*ouutry so as to make the London 
Confeience a success We li\c in a pei lod ^\}leu ofreat national forces 
are vvoiking ainnnd us It is therelore iiecf‘''Sii\ that A\e should grasp 
the helping hand of Government, and it is equallv’ incumbent upon Govern- 
ment to take leeourse to such iii«*asures a-* may go to make the impending 
Conference a leality m spiiit and letter and enure success 

Mr Saradindu Mukerjee (Calcutta Snbuibs Xon-Muhnmmadan 
Urban) Sir, in using to siippoit this cut, 1 uaiit to deal verv briefly 
with the Simon Report T want to de<il with tlie sins of its omission 
and not of commission A ])inpos.d has been made foi an extraoidinaiy 
amount ot pov^er to be handed o\ei to the Governois ot Provinces, but 
nowheie is it mentioned wdio will b(‘ tin. Goveiiiois ot the future, 
vvhethm tliev will lie tlie Kniopi'an element of tlio ]n\nen-boin services 
or v\hether The mcm ot the uiiidiv will ^vei he <dIo\\<‘d to oecupy these 
places 

The second point i>, wu* LVj ictid an old and expeiieneed lawyer 
like Sii John Simon to say something about the separation of the Judi 
cial from the Executive Nothing lias been said on this point We 
know, Sir, that the adrainistiation ot eiiminal law" is one ot most im- 
portant subjects in this countrv Tl is ni the hands of an irresponsible 
executive, and the prosecutor is the judge in most cases Not a word 
has been said on tins subject but U has been allowed to lemaiii where it 
was all along 

Coming next to the Round Table Confeience I wnll deal very briefly 
with the personnel of this Conference Wlien I heard the Viceroy only 
three days ago my impression was that he vs as aciv anxious to have 
the Ruling Princes in this Round Table Confeience Sir, I submit that 
even according to Sii John Simon the Natn^e States are cpnte separate 
from Biitish India T do not see mv reason whv" the Ruling Princes 
should have anv"thing to say in a Conferonee that is going to frame a 
constitution that would gov^ern us and not the Ruling Princes The 
Ruling Princes might come into the Federation of States a long time 
after and there would be time enough, when that occasion arises, to 
invite them to submit their vuew^s As it is, the Ruling Princes would 
be an element of about 12 in a body of about 60 ^nd it is likely that 
they would lend their solid weight to the die-hard element of British 
Imperialism m England Besides, the Ruling Princes are accustomed 
to a rule of autocracy in their own States There are only a few Statea 
in which a little amount of democracy has been allowed, and they would 
never be able to understand the aspirations of democratic India So 
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1 should like to invite the attention of His Excellency to the fact that the 
Buhng Princes have no locv^ standi so far as the framing of a consti- 
tution for British India is concerned 

Then, Sir, we, as the representatives of the people, have been asked 
to vote for this grant We are asked to pay the piper, but we aie not 
allowed to call the tune If we are at all taken as the representatives 
of the people, — otherwise theie is no justiticatioii for our existence — we 
should be allowed to elect at least a small propoition, say 25 pei cent of 
the members who would constitute the Round Table Conference In this 
connection my submission to His Excellency the Viceroy would be that 
he should allow us to elect at Ica^t 16 members, 12 Hindus and 4 Mu- 
hammadans, as repiesentiuLT tins House, to take part m the Round Table 
Conference 

Now, we come to tlie most important proposition with regard to the 
personnel, nanieh, the CoiJ«giessmen It is admitted on all liaiids that, 
witliout Maliatimi Oandbi, wliitex^n be tlm outcome of the Conference 
in London, tlie [leople ot India 1 mean at least the 220 millions of the 
Hindus in India would Inn no conlidence in it And I respectfully re- 
mind ills Ex(*ellenev the Vneioy that he should not fail to eome to 
a decision to unite Mahatma Gandhi to .]Oin the Confeience He w^ould 
lose nothing bj sending an iipitation to him to join the Confeience, 
and if Mahatma Gandhi e\('i iicccdes to his leqnest, then the Confei- 
cnce wmuld be fully representatne Otherwise, it will be practically a 
loss of time, energy and money 

Then, Sir, I come to the next question, viz , the atmospheie that is 
necessary^ for this Round Table Conference My idea is that an atmos- 
phere of peace and goodwill ought to prevail before the delegates 
actually leave India and join the other delegates in England I regret 
to say Sir, that “ times are out of joint '' wrth us at present It has 
been said. Sir, that the responsibility for tht present loss of life and 
limbs IS on the head of the Congress I say that the whole responsi- 
bility lies on the head (d' Go\ernmpiit and on no one else What did 
Mahatma Gandhi say ? Mahatma Gandhi said that he w^as openly 
going to disobey' some of the laws uliich bad been enacted in this coun- 
try and he asked that he and his followers might be arrested and put 
into jail lie did nevei think that Government would not play the 
game and airest him and his tolloviers, but Goveinmeiit did not play 
the game Instead of aiiesting the crowd of law breakeis who might have 
been earned aw'ay by their sentiment — and these persons would never 
have lesisted as thev weie \o\\ed not to resist — Government used the 
other alternatne of dispersing them by lathi chaiges and resorted to 
the use of firearms Thus the whole responsibility is not on the head 
of the Congress at all, but on Government alone 

Now', 8ir. the Government of India have shown bankruptcy so far 
as statesmenship is concerned The Government of India are going to 
rule us only by Ordinances and special powers We know that under 
the Ck>A eminent of India Act, Ordinances can be enforced for six months 
only and not more Do Government think that, after six months, the 
country would be so pacified that the use of these Ordinances would 
not be required 1 Then what happens ? The Government of India 
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cannot extend these Ordinances It wool# he ultra v%res under the 
Goveriunent of India Act and then they would have to come to this 
House to get the support of the elected Members to have these Ordi- 
nances passed into laws I may say that there is no son of India, either 
Hindu or Muslim, who will ever lend his support in passing any penal 
legislation which would convert these Ordinances into laws for all tunes 
to come I would therefore request the Viceroy to call a halt and release 
all those political prisoners who h.'i\e not been convicted for any offence 
involving “ moral turpitude ” I use these words deliberately because 
some offences, not only have been newly created by these Ordinances, 
but also some minor sections of tlie Peiial Code and other Acts which 
were meant to deal with frivolous offences, ha\e been made use of for 
other purposes For example, theie is a section which sa>s that obstruc- 
tion to traffic is illegal It is a \ery minor matter and is usually 
punished with a fine of a rupee or so , but in the case of tlie Congress 
people it has been converted into a ki^ seriou', offence, and sentences 
of rigorous imprisonment have I eon passed on those people w^ho were 
destrueting the traffic by picketing I would once again reijuest His 
Excellency the Viceioy to grant an amnesty to all political prisoners, 
not con\icted for moral turpitude and to do away wuth these nquessive 
enactments, and hold out the olne bianch of i^eace to the people of this 
country Government may say, “ It you stop civil disobedience, we 
wall take away all the repressive measures ” I v\ould say that this answer 
would be begging the question , because if there was no civil 
disobedience there vvouM not be any necessity for any repiessive mea- 
sures Thus 116 attempt would be made by Government to show any 
generosity to the people of this conntiy at this time of stress and strain, 
unless Government vvithdiaw those measures at once 

I would also point out that there is another danger which is the 
usual effect of this lawlessness that is now prevalent in this country 
Now we find that people arc resorting to open violence of law It can 
be compared to an open wound that can be healed with sympathy , but 
if more repression is allow’ed to be used, the result would be that it 
would form into a sinus numerous secret societies would be formed 
and Government would then find it extremely difficult to ward off a stab 
m the dark We have seen all these things happening in Czarist 
Russia, and w^e know that on account of repression there, numerous 
Nihilist societies were formed, and the result was that the wdiole of 
Czardom w'as overthrown and the i ile of the people came in its place 
1 warn the Goveriinient that tliev should not allow this country to go 
to that length so that this coinili\, instead of enjoying peace and tran- 
quillity, might be liurled into the turmoil of internecine secret W’ar 

Sir Cowasji Jehangii and ot’ieis have pointed out that perfectly 
law-abiding people have joined tins movement, not from love of the 
movement, but because they have been exasperated by the action of the 
police lit various parts of the country I do not want to take up any 
further time by going into the details of these cases. I can give you 
hundreds of instances which I know of personally, where the police have 
entered the houses of respectable citizens, assaulted them, used lathis 
and insulted them most grossly, but that is not my point now , my 
point rather is tliat if this pi^'sent repressive policy is continued, the 
natural result will be that people of all shades of opinion will all join 
and give a tremendous impetus to the boycott movement, which the 
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British Governiiient will not be able, with the j?reatost effort, to combat. 
The result will be unemployment in England and the Labour Govern- 
ment will go out of power, and whatever clianees we have of getting 
any success at the Round Table Conference would be practically nega- 
tived at the time when the recommendations of the Conference come to 
be enacted into an Act, if any party other than the Labour Party came 
into office 

Mr. D. K, Lahiri Ohaudhury (Bengal Landholdeis) Sir, I am 
really thankful to you for giving me an opportunity to speak attei getting 
up so many times I am glad that I ha^e at last caught >our eye As a 
representative of the Bengal landholders, I would be failing m mv duty 
it J did not express my \iew here that this Commission has luthlessly 
trampled down the inteiests of the landlords in India I w^ould also be 
failing in my duty if J did not express the feelings in mv mind in legard 
to these repressive measuies which the Government have now adopted as a 
policy 1 was surprised to hear the Honourable the Home Membei, in the 
com so of his speech, say that Mi Neogj was not the i ight judge, and that at 
least sonu ot the allegations made on the flooi ot tln^ House today could 
not he su|)poit(Hl 1 do not think it is exjiedient to e\])iess such feelings 
in such a way, and I think 1 must at this innetuie that the policy 
pursued by Government is one which will have a veiv disastious effect 
1 can give a prmtical e\ami)le on the flooi of this House it it is pio\ed 
suh-ju(i%(€ vou (‘an inle me out ot order, hut 1 must mention one case, 
eonceining volnnteeis Tlu^ Honoiaable Memhei foi the Bengal Govmn- 
meid heie niu^t know' ot it and must have studied tin' case, and 1 dc/ not 
think he hiinscdf can deny the tacts that I am going to state 

(At this stage Mr President resumcHl the Cliaii ) 

The volunteers w'cic v(nv' (juiet, and absolutelv noii-violcnt The 
police brutally treated the volunteers, marched over then abdomens when 
thev lay on the ground, meicih'sslv^ beat them Vvith /a//nv and bcPoiis, 
vvhich caused a great sensation amongst the spectatois who weie lestless 
and the police fired on the nnaiined mob, but then tlnni ammunition was 
exhausted and in the meantime about ten thousand peojile arrived there 
and weie about to crush down the police, and it was those volunteers who 
weie isO beastly treated who stood in the way and pi evented tin' mob from 
attacking the'])olice That is the case, and still you sav volunteers are 
violent in the name of non-violence 

Mr. G. S. Dutt (Bengal Nominated Official) On a point of order, 
Mr. President I think the incident to which the Honourable Member \s 
icfernng is i^uh-iudice and I do not think he is in order in referring to it 
1 am afraid 1 am not in a position to say anything in this matter as the 
matter is siih-jiiduf 

Mr D. K. Labiri Ohaudhury : I am not talking of any matter that 
IS sub-jitdice I am talking of the polity which the police are following in 
treating the absolutely non-violent volunteers 

Mr. President ; The Honourable Member should not refer to matters 
which are suh-judice 

Mr D. K. Lahin Ohaudhury : I am not mentioning matters which 

arc suh-mdtre 
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I am simply mentioning what I know lo be the real facta Did he not 
^imself cheer the volunteers for asking the crowd to keep quiet and for 
’ 1;r>ung to protect the police ? 

Mr. G. 8 . Piilt * Sir, the case is stdl pending in the courts, lamj 1 
<in not think any reference can be made to it here 

Mr President • Will the Honourable Member please avoid any refer- 
ence to this case which is pending in the courts ? 

Bfr D K Iiahin Chaudhury I am onl> mentioning facts, because 
J know them to be true and 1 myself visited the hospital to see tliose 
w«ounde<l volunteers 

Mr. President * No facts connected with the ease can be mentioned 
as long as the case is suh-judtee 

Mr D. K Lahin Chaudhury . 1 am not mentioning any tacts of the 
ease which is mh-judice I am onl\ mentioning an incident 

Mr President * That case is sub-judice, and no incidents or facts 
connected ^Mth it can be mentioned iii the House 

Dr A Suhrawardy . Was the Honourable Membei in Beimies or in 
^l^meiisiiigh at the time ’ 

Mr. D. K Lahin Chaudhury . 1 was in Mymensmgh, and 1 found 
that a boy of seven years was severely beaten, and he fell clown senseleas, 
but when 1 asked him m the hospital about his injury , with a smiling face 
he said, “ I will again join the civil disobedience movement ” I say that 
people have been brutally beaten and have been trampled down under 
foot , I say people have been belaboured and kicked about in a most 
merciless manner, which would put to shame any civilized nation, and 
it 18 a pity that the action of the police has been endorsed by the higher 
authorities Sir, as an Indian T feel it my duty to state all these most 
disgraceful actions of the police in tins House 

Then, Sir, it was mentioned by the Honourable the Home Member 
that there is an impression in this country that nothing could be expected 
from the British without force Now I challenge that statement, Sir 
What have the Qnvernment done all these years T So long as the land- 
holders and zemindars supported them with their hard earned money,, they 
patted them on their backs, they were told that they formed the backbone 
of the Government and so on But now look at what the CommiaUiOnw 
have done They have ruthlessly trampled under foot all claims ^nd all 
interests of the landholding classes Those who pay a large amount of 
land revenue, by which the national coffers aie filled, have been entirely 
and woefully neglecited , no mention has been made in the Report about 
the zemindars and landholders Sir, here I feel that it is my duty to record 
my protest against the policy which has been adopted by the Comn^iasion 
by completely ignoring the landed interests altogether by not making any 
mention of them in the Report At the same time, I must not fail to 
mention the attitude adopted by His Excellency the Viceroy by keeping 
the door open by calling a Round Table ConferAice, and I believe that 
ie omission made by the Simon Commission will be redressed and rectified 
at the Conference Therefore, I do not think it is necessary for me to 
go into the details of the arguments for I know this is not the proper 
place, and I hope, when the proper time comes, we will see what can be 
done 
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One thing 1 want to impresa upon the Government, and I warn then 
with all the emphasis 1 can command, that if they lose their friends bj 
Ignoring their interests altogether in this manner, friends on whom thej 
have always relied in the past, and will have to rely upon in the future 
if their interests are trampled under foot, I say that a time will soon com< 
when these landlords and zemindars, who were very loyal at one time 
will become revolutionaries and will try to crush the Government itself 

Now, 8ir, I must quote an instance which I read in the Modern 
Review I am quoting from an article in the Modern Review by Mis« 
J Gangali, M.A It shows how ruthlessly all civilized laws have beei 
trampled under foot It was the evening of the day of Christ’s crucifixion 
a day for the Christians to remember the qualities of mercy and love an( 
to understand pain On that auspicious day what happened ? I am 
quoting from the Modern Review 

‘ ‘ The District Magistrate had with bis hunter beaten a small boy of ten in sud 
a way that he had fallen senseless on the ground and was bleeding profusely from f 
deep cut on the forehead and from the nose ” 

This is not the boy of Calcutta, but this is another instance 
J think if Honourable Members doubt the accuracy of my statement, I car 
show them the photograph of the injured boy The District Magistrat€ 
of the place had beaten a small boy ot seven on the head in such a way 
that he fell down senseless and was bleeding The photograph of this boy 
lying senseless on the laps ot Miss Ganguh and two of her companion* 
IS published in the Modern Review 

“ About ten others \\CTe h’lrt — some slightly Jtnd so ne mth grave iniunes on their 
body — and we removed them all t<» the camp and brought the boy to oui own hospital 
under the Rainknshna Mission at Tamluk, *00 oar way there the bov regained con 
•ciousneM and when told that he would soon get better, repbed, ‘ Yes, and then J will 
come again when our soldiers prepare salt,* and if the Sahib comes to beat me once 
more, I will 8a;v ‘ Sahib, I have come and so if you will, beat me again ’ ” 

Thi^^^as the answer gi\en by a boy of only ten, who was beaten when he 
wait' absolutely non-violent Sir, I condemn, in the strongest language 
^issible, the attitude adopted by the Honourable the Home Member when 
he^gaVt such a callous reply to my friend, Mr Neogy, this morning. 
Wheii 1 beard his reply, my blood began to boil, because he had not oven 
a word of sympathy to express for those who are suffering in the non 
ifioltsai Strtiggle Even His Excellency the Viceroy the other day expressed 
hit^Niympathy for those who have suffered in this civil disobedience 
campaign, but the Honourable the Home Member had the cheek to sit 
in *the Hpme and listen to all the horrible deeds perpetrated by his pohce- 
'men on innocent and unarmed people and yet not to express even a word 
of sympathy for them 

Then, Sir, I must say a word aboSt the landholder class, to which 
I have the honour to belong Sir,^ agricultural income is going to be 
taxed. Over and above that, there atttmg rumgurs that there is going 
to be imposed additional taxation, aWA^ the House, if all these 

additional taxes are imposed, tliey^J^,iobii lose their friends in India. 
This reminds me of what Sir Tejj Sapru pnce said, that if this 

policy of repression is pursued coaeiliation is not adopted, 

it will lead to disastrous resutts, Government Will lose their 

friends in India day by day. 
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Mr. O. 8 Diitt : Sir, I find myself in a very unfortunate Jiosition as a 
nominated Member, who had no intention of s|>eakmg but is compelled 
to take part in the discussion in order to explain a matter which 1 regard 
it my duty to do Sir, the last speaker referred to an incident which he 
says took place in the district of Mymensingh to which he belongs and ^f 
which I happened to be in charge before I came to the Assembly. I under- 
stood him to say that there was an incident in the course of which volun- 
teers were assaulted by the police m my presence 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Ohandhury : 1 did not say that the volunteers were 
assaulted in your presence I showed how they were brutally assaulted and 
how they were treated by the police 

Mr. G, 8 Dutt : Well, 8ir, I must have misunderstood him, but I 
gathered from what he said that the assault on the volunteers took place 
in my presence On the other hand, as I pointed out, and as another 
Honourable Member coming from the same district pointed out, the inci- 
dent referred to by the Honourable Member is suh-judtce as it apparently 
relates to the not at the Excise Warehouse 

Mr. President (to Mr Lahiri Chaudhury) The Honourable Member 
can only offer a personal explanation and he cannot make a speech. 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Cfiiaudhury : Does not the Honourable Member 
admit that the volunteers were non-violent 1 Is it not a fact that he- 
himself contributed Rs 100 to the hospital to show his sympathy for the 
cause f 

Mr G. 8. Dutt : 8ir, there is no relevancy between the two questions 
hut all T need say is that the Honourable Member has been entirely jnis- 
informed in this matter, and I do not exactly know what cause he is refer- 
ring to 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member can only speak on a point 
ot personal explanation about any fact which refers to him, and he caunot 
r<*ier to any other matter which does not concern him 

Mr, G. 8 Dutt • Sir, I personally know of no instance in which 'Wn- 
violent volunteers were assaulted by the police ^ v 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : Will the Honourable Member tell us why ha waa 
transferred from Mymensingh ? That has certainly some relevaiugr 
the present topic (Laughter ) 

'^‘Haji Abdoola Haroon (Sind Muhammadan R.ural) Sir, I da iiai^ 
want to speak lengthily because many Members of this House 
already given their opinions on the Simon Commission’s Reports and the 
Bound Table Conference Now; Sir, there are many who have 6bjlat- 
ed to the policy of the Government, the repression by it and so on. 
a layman, I am always asking myself what the Government should do 
and what advice I should give ta Government 

Mr. Amar Kath Dutt :’'WiU they listen to your advice ? 

Haji Abdoola Whether they listen or not, that is a differ- 

ent matter. I want to gw oiie itistanfee on the floor of this House I 
left Karachi on the 4th instant. Two days before that, there was some 
difference betwemi the §atyagraha Oomhaittee and the piece-goods mer- 
ehants there and the SatysgTahis started picketing of their shops I 
saw with my own oyes 200 votonteers pfeketing there and thousands of 
spectators standing by *Biere was such u crowd tliat the roads were 
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completely bloclsed The inercbants wore com|>encd to close their 
^hops as a result and the market waa deserted Not only that, but the 
tSatyag’raha (’oinmittee decided that not a single bale should be des- 
patched by railway from Karachi and they commenced picketing at the 
railway station Till I left Karachi, for three days continuously not 
A European or Indian could despatch a bale of piece-goods by railway, 
because at the gate of the railway station the volunteers stood, and if 
^ny cart wanted to enter, they objected and stopped it If the cart did 
not stop, tiiey la> down lielorc the cart, and it the cartman went on to 
the bodies of the \oluriteers, theie was the leai that he might be pro- 
secuted Under these conditions, if any citizen went to the police or 
the Government to protect peaceful tiade, what would the police do / 
I ask the House what the police will do in those ciicumstances If 
they aslt the \oliinteeis to'go aw^av, tliey refuse to do so , if they handle 
them with we object to it, and so on Honourable Members must 

consider all these things and then come to a conclusion 

I join with other Honourable Members who have condemned the 
Simon Commission’s Report, and in doing so, I shall deal with only one 
subject, and that is the separation of Sind, which constituency I repre- 
sent here The separation of Sind has been asked for by the Sindhi people 
since 1913 On account of their agitation, they have aroused the sym- 
pathies of other people and it has become an aJl-lndia question Now, this 
question has been taken up seriousl} by the Muslim League, and the All- 
India Muslim Conference and they have passed from year to year many 
resolutions advocating the separation of Sind Not only this, but in 
1927 and 1928 the Congress also took up this question and tried its level 
best to satisfy the demands of the people of Sind, of the evidence of 
which the Nehru Report is a living example Although they agreed 
that Sind should be separated, they suggested a committee to be ap- 
pointed to enquire whether Sind could be separated on account of the 
financial difficulty They said that if the Sind people agreed to further 
taxes on themselves, then they were in favour of the separation of Sind 
That was the verdict of the Nehru Report We were not satisfied with 
that decision Then we hoped that the Royal Commission, the Simon Com- 
mission, which was coming from the Seven Seas, might do something to 
*^afi8fy our demand But, unfortunately, as many Members of this House 
h^ve already stated, their hopes were shattered, m the same way our 
hoi>es also have been shattered What do the Simon Commission say t 
I must say that, on this question, the Simon Commission have not given 
a very clear verdict They agree that Smd should be separated because 
geographically, linguistically, socially, religiously and administratively 
Siqd can bi a separate pro\incc, — so far so goofl But further on, they do 
not say' clearly that Smd must be separated, but they recommend tliat a 
Boundaries Commission should be appointed and that 
that Commission should go into details as regards sepa- 
ration Just as the Nehru Report put in some hitches, in the same way 
the Simon Commission also put in some hitches In my humble opinion, 
this vague verdict of the Simon Commission has left our hope again 
hanging in the air I want to make clear m this House as to why we are 
agitating for the separation of Sind. It is because we have suffered 
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heavily since 1843, that means, for the last 87 years When Sind was 
conquered by the Biitish tioops m 1842, it was a separate province, and 
its first and last Governor was Sir Charles Napier. On account of its 
luck, or whatever you might say, in 1847 this province was amalgamated 
with the Bombay Presidency And what is the condition of the pro- 
vince today ? What have the Bombay Government done for Bombay 
during the last 87 years t In fairness to tlio Bombay Government, I 
must say that our provinee is too far from the seat of the Bombay Gov- 
ernment It will take three da>s by the sea route and if anybody comes 
by the narrow gauge railway, he can come in 48 liours, but this railway 
also was started only yeais back I3efore that there was no road- 
way or railway connection with Sind Take education Till now, the 
Bombay Government have not established a single college m Sind 
There is one piivatc college which is aided by the Government Ijately, 
another college has been staited in Hyderabad, wducli is also aided by 
the Government, but Go\('iijment tbmnselves have not staited a single 
college Take the case ot loads Ttp till now, the Bombay Govern- 
ment have not built a single j)H(ca road, except lately one between 
Sukker and Shikarpur, a distance of 20 miles, and another road, which 
has a length of 12 miles Tins is what the Bombay Government have 
done for Bind m the last 87 ycais 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir (l^omhay City Non-Muhammadan Urban) 
What about the crores that have been spent on iriigation ? 

Haji Abdoola Haroon My friend asks, What about irriga- 
tion ! " If we go through the accountg connected with irrigation and 
the Sukker Barrage, I can assure you that, although Government have 
spent some money on irrigation, they havm recovered 8 or 12 per cent 
income from that irrigation As legards the Sukker Barrage, it is a 
big project and it was started in the time of Sir Cowasji Jehangir, and 
I cannot say what the future of it will he Besides that, I can give you 
one more example The Honourable Mr Jiniiah lately came to Smd on 
some business and icmained there for about one month He himself 
saw the condition of the administration, the condition of education, 
sanitation, roads, etc , and he was shocked to see that this province was 
the most backward in the whole of India 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum: Excepting the North-West 
Frontier Province ? 

Haji Abdoola Haroon No The North-West Frontier Province is 
more advanced 

Dr Nand Lai (West Punjab Non-Muhammadan) Is it permia- 
sihle to introduce prnate conversation betw^cen one Honourable Mem- 
ber and another on the floor of the House ? 

Mr. President : Interruptions aie allowed . 

Haji Abdoola Haroon I appeal to Government and those who are 
attending the Round Table Conference that in the name of humanity and 
lustice, Sind must be separated as soon as possible There is some argu- 
nent that Sind should not be .separated because its revenue is so small 
md a separate administration for Sind is not possible Sir, I am a 
aymkn but I can say one thing According to the figures, Smd is 
jaying taxes to the Bombay Government at the rate of Rs. 6 per head 
Although I have not got proper figured before me, I remember it is 

L5CPB(LA) 
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Rh 4 per head in the ease of Assam and Travancore If you take the figures 
for Bengal, Ihhar and Madras, they arc paying haidly more than Rs 2-8-( 
to Rs. 3 pel head In Pun.pib it is Rs 4 per liead If these provinces 
can be administered with so small an income, why cannot Sind be ad 
ministered when its population pays Rs 6 per head i The people in 
8md are an oppressed people We in Sind aie not like people in other 
provinces, always clamouring and fighting We aie very good, \ery 
loyal and very honest and tlieiefore ue have sutfered so long With 
these remarks, f support the cut 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy . I find mvself today, Mr Pre 
sident, m a position in which previous Leaders of the House did not 
very often find ilKonsidves, namely, that th(‘ mam pioposal placed before 
the House h^ (io\ eminent his lecened, I will not say unanimous, but 
a very prepondeiant expression of opinion in its favour The mam 
question Ixdore tlie Housi is that a sum not exceeding Rs 2,66,000 be 
provuh'd toi Ihe (‘\penses ot th(‘ Round Table Ponferenco it is cpiite 
true that there ha^e been two oi thiee speakers who hn^e expressed 
the view that the (’onti'reiue ^\lIl do no good and tliat the money ought 
1 ot therefore to be provided Yet all of us who have listened to the 
tliree days’ dehnte which is now coming t'o its close will agree that a 
veiy great preponderance of opinion has been expressed in favour of 
granting the money That, Sir, I think is a result which is satisfactory 
from all points of view, because it means that this Assembly has ex- 
pressed its opinion deei.sively as between the two paths to which His 
Excellency the Governor General referred when he addressed the two 
Houses, and has expressed its view distinctly for adopting the path 
of agreement and argument, in the belief and in the hope that that is 
the right path which will lead to a prosperous and contented India 
It IS not only. Sir, that this result must be gratifying to Government 
Something far more important is at stake, namelv, the interests of the 
people of India I do not doubt that the decision which the House 
will reach on this question will have a very important influence for 
good on the course oi the historj of India during the next few years 
I would fain take it as an augury that the infection may spread and 
that othcis who for the piesent cannot see their way to adopt this path, 
or to attend the Ponference will eventually find themselves there His 
Excelloncv the Govornoi General made it plain that the door has not 
been closed on oui ^de, nor will it be closed The door is open, and 
undoubtedlv what we desire is — in the words w'hich Ilis Excellency 
used 

“ Thnt Miser lOunsols will prevail bv which all the political thought of India 
might be h.iriicssed to tlie ta^sk of welding into umtv the elements that compose her 
life” 

Now, 8ir, I do not know' whether othei's who have listened to many 
debates m this House have been struck, as I have been, with the note 
of responsibility which has charaetjensed most of the speeches in this 
debate Natuially, m any delibeialive Assembly, all men do not attain 
to the same standard in a matter of that kind , certainly in tke House 
of Commons in Eiigland if a similar debate was taking place, I have no 
doubt that there w'ould be speeches which no one would qharacteriije 
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; very responsible speeclies But, listening to the debate, I h 4 ve been 
ipressed, if I may be allowed to say so, — and I liope it is not an impcr- 
lence to the House, — with admiiation ot the niaunei in which speaker 
ter 8i>eaker, obviously speaking under a sense of responsibility, stated 
s case temperately and caretulh , and has letraiiied from comuicut 
inch might have embittered or exaceib.itod the situation and so defeat- 
l the objects which we all ha\e in view 1 think, Sir, we have reason 
I congratulate ourselves on that point Now Sir, I am a nominated 
ember and therefore must be careful what I say (Laughter) 
1 m Honourable Memhei “ And a salaried Meml)ei ”) or 1 may share 
le fate which befell mv Honourable friend, Mi Saima But I do not 
^ree witli him on one ])Oint He s,iid it was a niiselne\ oils debate 
can only say that I do not agree II seems to me that it would have 
3en very strange indeed if, w^hon this Aote wuis placed before the House, 
large number of Members had not a good deal to say about the 
etiort of the Ro\ al (Commission, and it has alw'a\s seemed to me to 
e inevitable that the debate should take the foim it has actually assiim- 
1 It is fai too soon ailei the inihlieation ot th(‘ Kepoi t toi eithei 
le Goveinment ol’ India oi Meinlxis on the opposite side of the House 
) foinnilate considered and final conclusions about that document 
s His Excell(‘ne\ the (iovernoi (Teiieial put i1 \' (‘ ha^e only been able, 

) tar, to give iirelnninaiw and tmit alive (‘xamin.ition to tlu' Ih'port — 
Ithougli ] mav s<iv tliat, it it be a erinio to studv the Royal Commis- 
1011 ’s Reiiort, my eolleagues and I .no the most guilty men in India , 
nd I believe that, befoie tlie (kite of the (^onfenuieo in London, a 
ood many Membcis of this Hoiisi' wull liave made themselves even more 
nminal than w'o are now (Laiightiw) , — because, whatever view one may 
old on the recommendations eoiit.iined in the Report, it is certainly 
document which tliose who attend the (i!onfeieiiee will have to study 
'heie IS an old latin tag whieh sa>s ‘‘ It is law’ful to learn even from an 
nemy, ” and there is much to be learned from the Report I have 
ittle doubt that, as I say. Members of this House, who aie likely to 
ttend the Conference will find it iiee(*ssarv to sLidv wdiat the Report 
las to say in detail I have, howivX'r divoiged a little from the line 
had intended to follow and 1 must got hack to my m.iiii th« me It 
aust be useful to Government to hear at fiist hand trom ihe Members 
i this House what they think on an important question of tins charac 
er There are of course other means of ascertaining opinion , but 
^hen the Assembly is sitting, I personally have always found it — and 1 
m suie my Honourable eolleagues also find it — a great advantage to hear 
t first hand from responsible ])ublie men what they think on the questions 
if the day Certainly on an important matter of this kind, on which the 
iovernment of India will have to express its own opinion at ah early date 
should have regretted very much indeed had 1 not had an opportunity of 
istenmg to the very varied comments which we have heard during the 
ourse of the debate. I can assure the House that all of them will receive 
he attention of Government, and that the Members of this Assembly are 
mtitled to expect that what they sav will have weight with Government 
md will not be brushed aside as valueless. « 

Now, Sir, while I adliere to what I have said as to the value of this 
lebate, I am not sure that I can go on to i:>ay that I think it a good 
hing to move the particular cut moved by my Honourable friend, Mian 

W 
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Muhammad Shah Nawaz I see one of the dajly papers has suggested 
that there was some conspiracy between my Honourable friend and nu 
to induce this House, by some subtle manoeu\re to express an opinion in 
favour of the Simon Commission’s Repoit When I read the paragraph 
1 murmured to myself the single word “ optimist ”, because I must in 
deed have been sanguine if I had entertained that idea And as regard'- 
the conspiracy, it amounted to this that on my request my Honourable 
friend very kindly came to talk to me, and I spent 20 minutes unsuc 
cessfully in trying to persuade him not to move his cut 

Now, Sir, there are several reasons why it seems to me that it 
impossible in this foim to pul on record an opinion about the Koyal 
Commission’s Report which would be of real value and which would be 
worthy of the dignity of tins House For one thing, it must neces^aiily 
be very vague wdiat the House has in fact decided Some may be dissa- 
tisfied with that Rejiort on some points otheis on others, and the net 
result ineiel> is a geneial expression of disappioval, which does not 
carry us \(*i> far Wluit is required at tlie present moment is oot 
gciieial expiessions of apjnovdl oi disappioval but coiisti uctn e woik 
involving the closest possible attention to detail Wlien India’s je- 
presentativos attend tlie Conference in London, it is most desirable, as 
iar as possible, that they slionld, have agreed amongst tlioinselvi's as 
to the views they aie to express, and that the> should have studied and 
musteietl then ease, in all its details Judeed, if this debate sei\es the 
purjiose of peiimttuig Honourable Members to give cxpiession, once for 
all, to their general disapproval and thus enabling them to sit down 
with u clear conscience to the constructive woik, then I think in that 
respect it will have s(‘ived a useful puipose But I Iiave a moie funda- 
mental objection To move a token cut in a matter of this kind, seems 
to me a wdiolly in appiopriate method of raising the question The 
underlying idea of a token cut is to refuse supply as a means of ex- 
pressing disappioval of the policy of Govei iiinent, the action of Govern- 
rnelTt or the action ot those whom Goxernment’ controls Now', Covein- 
ment do not and ntvei have controlled the Royal Commission, nor are 
the recommendations of the Rojal Commission an expression of a policy 
for which the Ooveinment of India are responsible Therefore, it is 
impossible in this form to censure the Government of India for a matter 
over which, as I s*iid, they had no control whatevei Suiely it is a very 
stiange procedure iii oidcr to express dissatisfaction with the Royal 
Commission’s Report to refuse supply for attending the Conference in 
London. The logic of it seems to me extremely imperfect Had there 
been any proposal to lestnct the Conference to this report as the sole 
material of its deliberations, then, indeed, the cut could perfectly appro- 
priately be moved. 

Mr M. A Jiimah ; It would then have been totally refused. 

The Honourable* Sir George &ainy : Or, again, had it been the in- 
tention of the Mover to .suggest that this Report was so dangerous that 
It ought not to be placed before the Conference at all, then I would 
have understood the necessity of the cut 

Beveral Honourable BSemben i That is the idea. 
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The Honourable Sir George Eamy I do not think anv speaker rais- 
ed this point until I raised it myself In effect, Avliat the llonouidble the 
Mover is asking us to do is to refuse supply on the ground that part 
ot the material which the Conference will consider is not as good as it 
might ha\e been Now, surely tliat is a very strange proceeding In 
effect, the House will say to those who attend the Conference in London 
that if we had a good licport, we would ha\e i)iovided K. 2,66,000 for 
your expenses, but as the material is con'^uleied nupei feet we have 
only supplied Rs 2,65,900. Now, Sir, I ask, is that' quite consistent with 
the dignity of this House 1 (Laughter) And have Honourable Mem 
hers considered the unintended etfect, if they pass this cut, which their 
action may have on public opinion in other countries, because surely i1 
IS the most remarkable compliment that has ever been ])aid to the re- 
port of a Royal Commission It is so important that, even m tins 
form the Assembly feels that it must express an opinion about it I do 
not know whether anything I ha\e said will have any mfluenee with 
my Honourable friend or with other Members of the House If it has 
(no influence with them, then clearly Government cannot be a paity to 
the action pioposed We express no opinion wliatcver at this stagi* 
as to the merits oi dements of the Reports oE tJic Royal Commissiou 
Quite< clearly we must give that document all the study and all the 
laboui which is required before the Government of India can foimiilaie 
opinions But it is incumbent upon Government to do all m their power 
to in event the House from taking up an attitude whicli is not, in oui 
view, consistent with its ow'n dignity and does notliing wliatevei to assist 
a satisfactory settlement of the constitutional problem 


Before I sit down, Mr President, there are only two or three things 
more I should wish to say In the first place, I should like to reler to 
w'liat tell from niv Honourable fiicnd, Mr Acliaiya, about Hie innioi t- 
ance of securing the most representative delegations to the Conference 
on behalf of India It was not only my Honourable friend who referred 
to that matter but also my Hoiiouiable friend, the Leader of the 
Opposition, and otliei Members also Now, Sir, what did His Excellency 
the Viceroy say m his published letter to the Prime Minister oa the 
13th ot May ? He said 

^ R 18 important that the represt ntatiou of India at the Conference should bo 
fairly distributed amongst those sections of thought who desire and lia\o a title to bo 
heard ’ ^ 


It IS a matter, ^ir, wlucli has engaged for weeks past, nay for 
months past, the constant attention of the highest authoiity in India 
In so far as any of Ins colleagues has taken part in the matter, I am sure 
I can say this, that the only object ive have set before us Avas to see how 
the most representative delegation could be constituted And 1 per- 
sonally never felt the temptation to be influenced by any other con- 
sideration Previous speakers have pomted out that, for practical rea- 
sons no method of election seemed to provide a satisfactory method of 
constituting the delegation. But quite clearly the Government can 
have no reason for desiring to have any other sort of delegation than 
that of a delegation which India w'ould accept as representative of her- 
self 

A little while ago, I referred to probability that Honourable Mem- 
bers may, between no,w and October next, devote a good deal of time 
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to the study of the Royal Commission’s Report but I did not at that 
time mention one particular reason why the study might be valuable 
My Honourable triend, 8ir Cowasji Jehangu, yesterday mentioned how 
much must depend upon the English mentality, whether of those who 
were serving in India or of men in positions ot authority in England, 
and how all the future of India might depend on their being wisely 
inspired in their dealings with this great question 1 would suggest 
that, if the representatives of India are going to the Conference, Eng- 
lish mentality may be worth their stud> Jt has alieady been iin])ortant 
for some time, and eveiy day it is becoming more impoitant that a 
breach should not be allowisl to develop between the teeling and think- 
ing of India about the constitutional question and feeling and thinking 
in Great Britain On our side, v\e fullv leeognise the neeessil} ot mukr- 
standing sympathetically India's aspirations, but I think theie is a 
counter-obligation resting on those who will speak tor India, that is, to 
tiy to unduTNtaiul sympathetically English feeling and English senti- 
ments Now, that is not an easy matter 1 fully recognise it but it 
seems to me essential that, if the Conference is to succeed, this aspect ot 
the case should not be neglected or ignored After all, the report ot 
the Statutoiy Commission is the rejKirt ot seven men drawui trom dift'er- 
ent Pailiamentury Parties with very ditterent histones and oi ignis, and 
if for a moment those who sit on the other side would put aside the 
controversial asjiect of the question and examine the Kepoit from the 
point of view ot trying to understand wliat underlies the Englisli 
thought and English teeling expressed in it, I am perteclly certain tiiat 
it will be an elfort wdiich will repay Uselt over and ovei again and 
wull not be thrown away because it wnll mean that at the Conference 
there will be far more mutual understanding than otherwise would be 
possible 

Now, Sir, many speakeis haye spoken of the obligation resting 
on the Government ot India to create an atmospheie in which the 
Conference can sit with some real hope of success I should be the 
last to deny that an obligation does rest upon Go\ernment to do all in 
their power to produce iieace and Jiarmony, and especially at a time like 
this. But yvhen Honourable Members speak as it it was a very simple 
and easy matter, and that all that the Government had to do was to 
make a magic gesture and the thing would be done, I am afiaid they are 
deceiving themselves With every year that passes, it is less possible 
for Government to control political feeling or to legulate the public 
mind Just because we are moving along the path of constitutional re- 
form, greater and greater influence and power must be exercised by the 
representatives of the people, and, as that progess continue, a larger 
and larger contribution of goodwill must be made from the popular 
side, if we are to carry on at all. I do not yvish, Sir, after these three 
days debate to develop this point at length, but a few things must be 
said After all, if we adopted the plan of some speakers and, while the 
civil disobedience movement is still in full swing, granted a gener^d 
political amnesty, would not that amount to the abdication of 
Government ? So long, Sir, as we are here, w^ have to perform the 
primary function of ail Governments, and when Honourable Members 
say that the yvhole respowbiUty resta upon Government, and on no one 
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else, surely they cannot have reflected upon what they were sayinj? 
That Government has a responsibility and always must have because 
it IS the Government, I frankly admit, but m this case, surely it is other 
influences which have brought about the state of affaiis which w'e all de- 
plore What Is the civil disobedience movement except an organised at- 
tempt to make Government impossible It that movement were once dis- 
continued, a new situation would be cieated with which it would be far 
more easy for Government to deal, and I do not believe that any one who 
knows the personality of the head of Government could have any doubt as 
to the spirit in which the matter would be handled Rut surely in this 
matter, until the leaders of the movement are prepared to discontinue it, 
the power of Government to contribute tow^ards creating the atmosphere 
that we all want to see is almost paralvsed I am not saying one woid to 
disclaim the responsibility which rests on the Government of India It is 
a verv heavy burden to me peisonallv, at a time when a mistake made 
by any one of us might have the most serious effect upon the interests of 
a country which contains one-fouith or one-third of the human race But 
nevertheless how is it possible for Government by any magic gesture lo 
bring about peace and harmony and an atmospheie in v\hich these great 
and most difiicult problems might be discussed tempeiately and without 
heat ? I would appeal to my Ilonouiable friends on the other side, that 
if they have any influence with the leadeis of the moyernent, which we all 
deplore, to exert that influence, because it is there tluit for the moment 
the power rests, to give India the peace and the harmony that she needs I 
can only hope and pray that these leaders on their part will allow better 
counsel to pie\dil, and will not inflict upon their country the irreparable 
injury which it is in their power to inflict (Applause ) 

Mr President : The original motion was 

“ That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs 2,66,000 be gi.intod to the Governor 
Ocncrnl in rouncil to dofr.iy the charges nhich mil come m course of payment during 
the A oar ending the Slat day of March, 1931, in respect of ‘ Miscclhuieoua ’ ” 

Since which two amendments have been moved, one by Mian Muham- 
mad Shah Nawaz and the other by Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi I 
wull first take the motion of Mian Muhammad Shah Nawaz and the ques- 
tion I put IS 

“ That the Demand for a supplementary grant of a sum not exceeding Its 2,66,000 
111 respect of ‘ MiscelLiueous ' be reduced by Rs 100 ” 

The Assembly divided 
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Ajyar, Mr N A Natesa. 


Bndi U2-Zaman, Maulvi 
Badri Narain, Mr 
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Daa, Mr. B 

Dutt, Mr Amar Nath 
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Dut, U 

F.irooklu, Mr Abdul Latif Saheb 
(Bin/aaf.'j Ah Khan, }hija 
Gour, Sii linn Rinj]rh 
ir^dor. Dr L K 
Ismail Khan, Mr Muhammad 
Javakai, Mr M B 
.]('h.m)^ii, Sn C'ow.iflji 
Jintuh, Mr M A 
K.iitui H/nf'h, Hird'ir 
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Mam, I, Khan B.ih.idur A 11 
MiHia, Mr B N. 

Mdra, Mr R C 

Modv, Mr TI P 

Mukci Mr Raradmdu 
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Muifa/a Hahob Bili.idur, M.iulvi Riuyid. 
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N('h il Siu^h, Mr 

Nook\, Mr K G 
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Raghuber Singh, Mr 
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Sarda, Rai Sahib Harbilis 
Sen, Mr S C 

Shafoe Daoodi, Maulvi Mohammad 
Sh.ih N 17, Afim Mohammad 
Siddiqi, Mi Abdul Q idir 
Singh, Mr Adit Prasad 
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V.mun Kh.m, Mr Muhamm.nd 
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Gidnoy, Lieut Colonel II 
Guvnne, Mr C W 
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Hamilton, Mr K L B 
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Moore, Mr Arthur 
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Stodart, Mr J C 
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Sykes, Mr E F 

Tin Tdt, Mr, 

Mr A C 

Younib 01 ^ 


The motion was adopted. 
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Hr. Prosidant : I will now take up the second amendment moTcii bjr 

Mr Farookhi. The question I have to put is (Honourable Members' 

** Withdraw, withdraw.**) Does Mr. Farookhi want to withdraw his 
motion f 

Hr. Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi : Sir, I feel that my object has been 
served by the speeches that have been made in the light of what my 
Honourable friend, Sir George Rainy, has said, I hope that good sense 
will prevail on both sides and in that hope I beg leave to withdraw my 
motion 

Hr President : The question is that leaA e be granted to Mr. Farookhi 
to withdraw his amendment 

Tlie motion ivas, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn 

Mr President : I shall now put the original Demand. The question 
is : 

** That a reduced aupplementary 8 um not exceeding: Bs 2,65,»00 be granted to the 
trovernor General iii Council to defray the charges which \m 11 come in course of pav- 
ment during the yeni ending the 31st daj of March, 1931, in respect of * Miscel- 
laneous * ” 

The motion was adopted 

Expenditube in England under the Control op the Seobbtaby of 
State for India. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Sir, I beg to move : 

That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs 2,78,000 be granted to tho Gor- 
ernor General in Council to defr .13 the charges which will come in course of payment 
during the year ending the Slst day of March, 1931, in respect of * Expenditure ui 
England under tlie control of tho Secretary of State for India ’ ** 

Hr. President : There are two cuts on this motion ; but as the 
questions raised m those cuts have already been debated, I rule both 
those amendments out of order, and I shall put the original Demand 
to the vote of the House The question is : 

** That a 8 uppleinentiir\ ^um not exceeding Hs 2,78,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in Oouncil to defray the charges whuh will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 3l8t da\ of March, 1931, in respect of * Expenditure in England 
under the control of the Secretary ot State for India \ 

The motion was adopted 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Monday, 
the 14th July, 1930. 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Monday, 14th July, 1930* 


The Assembly met m the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Cloak, 
Mr President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Mr D K. Lahiri Ohandhury : Sir, may I ask the question which 
stands in the name of Mr Das, with your permission ? 

Mr. President : I have received no information from the Honour- 
able Member. Before the answer is given, I should like to point out to 
the Honourable Member that the practice of my Honourable predecessor 
was that, if any Honourable Member wanted another Honourable Mem- 
ber to put the question standing in his name, he should intimate that 
fact in writing to the Honourable the President In this instance, I have 
received no written requisition from the Honourable Member, but as 
Ihe Secretary says he has received some letter, I allow the question to 
be put on this occasion But in future the rule which was in force during 
the time of my predecessor should be observed. 

Discharge from the Police Service op Mr. Ghulam Kasim Khan, Deputy 
Superintendent op Police, Peshawar 

1 *Dr, Nand Iial (on behalf of Mr B. Das) • 1 (a) Is it a fact that 
Mr Ghulam Kasim Khan, Deputy Superintendent of Police, Peshawar, was 
recently discharged from the Police Service ? 

(b) What were the causes which led to his leaving the service pre- 
maturely T 

(r) Were there any charge or charges against him and, if so, were 
they enquired into, and by whom and with what result ? 

2 (a) Did the case ever come up before the Public Service Com- 
mission of the Government of India ? If so, what was the finding of the 
CkmuniBsian t 

(5) Was the finding of the Commission unanimous ? If not, was 
the question referred to the Government of India 1 

(e) Did the Government of India back up the majority decision or 
the minority decision f 

3. (a) Is it a fact that shortly after this case was decided. Sir 
Philip Hartog, a member of the Public Service Commission, proceeded to 
England on l^ve and from there submitted his resignation 1 

(b) Was there any correspondence, prior to his resignation, between 
Sir Philip and the Government of India ? 

(c) Is it a fact that throughout in this correspondence, Sir Philip 
stressed his contention that the ^vernment of India should, as a generid 
rule, support the majority view of the Commission f 
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^^d) it a fact that in spite of Sir Philip’s contention, the minority 

view wA$ upheld T 

4. (a) Will Government be pleased to state what has been the practice 
all along in cases of difference of opinion in the Commission f 

(b) Does the majority opinion prevail in every case t 

(c) In how many cases, since the establishment of the ComniLSSion 
has the majority view not been upheld V 

5 Are Government of India prepared to lay down for the future 
that in all cases of differences of opinion in the Commission, the majority 
view shall prevail ? I| not, why not 7 

The Honourable Mr. H O. Haig . 1 and 2 Mr Ghulam Kasim 
Khan, late a Deputy Superintendent of Police, was removed from the 
service m Pebruai'y, 1928, by the Chief Commissioner, North-West 
Frontier Province, after a Commission appointed to hold a public enquiry 
under the Public Servants’ (Inquiries) Act, 1850, had found him guilty 
of the charges of having acquired during his service a large sum of money 
by illegitimate means, of having bought land without permission, and 
having failed to report such purchases 

An appeal against the Chief Commissioner’s older was received and 
referred by the Government of India to the Public Service Commission 
for advice The majority of the Commission considered that the only 
charge proved against him was that he failed to report his acquisitions of 
land The minority considered that the mam charge was also proved 
beyond any reasonable doubt, namely that he had obtained by illegitimate 
means a large sum of money with which he had purchased land On 
receiving these two different opinions the Government of India made a 
thorough examination of the case and accepted the conclusions of the 
Commission of Enquiry supported by the minority view of the Public 
Service Commission 

3 (a) Yes. I must make it plain, however, that Sir Philip Har tog’s 
resignation was submitted on personal grounds and was not connected with 
tins case 

(b) No 

(c) and(d). Do not arise 

4 and 5 Within the Commission the decision of the majority pre- 
vails, though it is open to any member to write a note of dissent which 
may be forwarded to the Government of India at the discretion of the 
Chairman In regard to the acceptance by the Government of India of 
the advice tendered by the Public Service Commission, a convention exists 
that in regard to certain classes of cases their advice should be accepted, 
save in exceptional circumstances It is the desire and the practice of the 
Government of India that departures from the convention should be as 
few as possible, and it is only in very rare. cases, such as the one now under 
consideration, that they have departed from it 

Revenues of the Indian Museum, Calcutta 

2 *Mr 8 0. Mitra : 1. Will Government be pleased to state 
what IS meant by a grant-in-aid institution, and the difference between a 
grant-in-aid institution and a Government institution, and whether the 
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revenues of a grant-in-aid institution are credited to Government, and 
whether grant-m-aid institutions submit their detailed RSmual budgets to 
Go’vcmmeiit for sanction f 

2 Will Go\ernment state (a) whether the Indian Museum of Cal- 
cutta IS a grant-m-aid institution or a Government institution, and when 
the said Museum was built, and at what cost, and who provided the monOj^, 
and whether the revenues of the Indian Museum are credited to Gov- 
ernment, and (6) whether the Trustees of the Indian Museum can have 
any private income, in view of Resolution No 19 of June, 1916, 
Goverument of India, Department of Education, and (c; whethei tho 
Trustees ol the said Museum submit their detailed aiumul budget to 
Government for sanction, and (d) whether the Trustees are empowered to 
reappropnate from one head to another within the sanctioned grant ^ 

3 Will Go\emment be pleased to say {a) what is meant by a lump 
annual grant-m-aid, and whether a lump annual grant-in-aid shows any 
details as to how that grant should be utilised under different minor 
heads, and (Zi) whether the Estimates for Demand for the Central Gov- 
eniKicnt for 1930-31 (pages 303-304) show a detailed statement of the 
number of staff, with their respective pay, and a provision for leave salary 
of the establishment of the Indian Museum « 

Mr G S Bajpai : 1 As the name indicates a grant-m-aid institu- 
tion is an institution which receives financial aid from Government, but 
for the management of which Government are not primarily responsible A 
Government institution differs from an aided institution m that its manage- 
ment rests exclusively with Government 

There is no hard and fast rule regarding the crediting to Govern- 
ment of the income of grant-in-aid institutions. Such institutions are 
not ordinarily required as a rule to submit detailed apnual budgets to 
Government 

2 (a) The Indian Museum is a grant-in-aid institution Informa- 
tion regarding the Museum building, its cost and the source from wnich 
it was met is contained in the centenary memorial volume entitled “ The 
Indian Museum, 1814 — 1914 '' issued by the Trustees. 

(5) There is nothing to prevent the Trustees deriving income from 
sources other than those mentioned in the Resolution referred to by the 
Honourable Member So far as Government are aware the Trustees do 
derive a small income now from the rent of a shop that they have leased 

(c) and (d). The replies are in the affirmative 

3 (u) A lump grant-m-aid is intended to cover broadly the whole or 
part of the expenditure of an institution or on a particular object, and 
may cover expenditure under several minor heads 

(b) Tes 

BBDUonaN of the Pay of the Head Clerk op the Indian ^Museum, 

Calcutta. 

3. *Mr. 8. 0. Mitrg : '1. (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
(a) whether the Trustees of the Indian Museum are empowered to 
create any new post, or alter the salary of any officer, without the previous 
LeCPB(IA) a2 
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Manction of the Governor General in Council, and (fe) whether the holder 
of a miuisterisl office is an officer, and (c) whether the pay of the late 
Head Clerk of the Indian Museum was reduced with the previous sanction 
of the Governor General in Council t 

2. Will Government be pleased to state (a) the conditions of ser- 
vice in the Indian Museum, and who determined those conditions, and 
whether service, the conditions of which are determined by Government, 
is Government service, and (h) whether a Government servant for the 
time being in “ foreign service ** can draw his pay from the General reve- 
nues ? 

3 Will Government plea^ state (a) the difference between “ appoint- 
ment and “ employment and (6) whether the Public Service Commis- 
sion and the Heads of Government Departments, who are authorised to ap- 
point officers in the service of the Crown in India, also employ the officers 
appointed by them, and (c) whether the Trustees of the Indian Museum 
are empowered to employ officers, as distinct from appointing them ? 

4 Will Government be pleased to state whether the Devolution Rules, 
under which a Central subject can receive aid from the Central rev^enues, 
provide that the charge of the cost of the establishment of a Central 
subject, which is not a Government Department, e g,y the Victoria Memo- 
rial, Indian Institute of Science, Bose Research Institute and the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal, falls on the Government of India ? 

0 Will Government be pleased to state (a) whether the late Head 
Clerk of the Indian Museum held a substantive and peimanent appoint- 
ment in the Zoological Survey Department before his services were 
iiamf erred to the office of the Trustees of the Indian Museum , and (h) 
whether Iransfer of service means resignation or termination oi service, 
and (c) whether the late Head Clerk of the Indian Museum was a Gov- 
ernment servant, and whether his memorial shall therefore be considered 
by Government 7 

Mr. O 8. Bajpai : 1. (a) There is no objection to the Trustees 
creating a new appointment, or altering the salary of an existing one, 
without the prior approval of Government provided that they bear full 
lesponsibility for the financial consequences of their action 

{h) The incumbent of a ministerial post under Government is a public 
'■ervant but is not described as an officer 
(c) No 

2. {a) I w^ould invite the Honourable Member’s attention to section 
13 of the Indian Museum Act, No X of 1913 

{})) I would refer the Honourable Member to rule 9 (7) of the Funda- 
mental Rules 

3 (a) The appointment of a person is a condition precedent to his 
employment by the appointing authority 

{h) and (c) The Public Service Commission do not make appoint- 
ments, except to their own staff Othei* appointing authorities including 
the Trustees of the Indian Museum are obviously competent to employ 
those whom they can appoint 

4. There is nothing in the Devolution Rules to prevent a grant-in aid 
from central revenues being expended upon establishment, so long as the 
conditions of the grant do not prohibit this. 
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(c) Why was the Trustees^ Clerk discharged when his appointment 
was not abolished ? 

(d) Under what clause of the Indian Museum Act, 1910 (X of 1910), 
are the Trustees of the Indian Museum specifically empowered to discharge 
a Government servant f 

Mr O S. Bajpai : (a) The reply to parts (e), (/) and (p) of question 
No. 77 in the Council of State asked on the 26th September, 1929, referred 
to matters relating to the Indian Museum, Calcutta, dealt within that ques 
tion, and did not imply that the clerk concerned was a “ non-gazetted 
Government servant **. 

(h) The reply to the first part of the question is in the affirmatne 
Ail civil servants hold office at the pleasure of the Crown subject to such 
rules as may be made under section 96-B of the Government of India Act 

(c) The clerk was discharged on refusing to serve on his original 
salary, or, in the alternative, of retiring on compensatory pension 

(d) The Trustees of the Indian Museum have no power under the 
Indian Museum Act, 1910, to discharge a Government servant 

Permanency op the Crew System op Ticket Checking 

6. ’^Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : When will Government decide the 
permanency of the crew system ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : A committee has been appointed by the 
Hailway Board recently, to enquire into the working of the crew system. 
On receipt of their report a decision will be reached whether the crew 
system should continue. 

Hours op Work op Members op Crews and Grant op Compassionate 
Allowance in cases op Accident 

7. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : (a) How many hours each day are the 
members of crew expected to work ? Are they allowed overtime allow- 
ances 1 If not, why not T 

(h) Have Government given any compassionate allowance to the 
families of the crew and the crew-in-charge who accidentally died on 
duty ? 

(c) Is the compassionate allowance reserved for persons who bear 
European names ? If not, will Government be pleased to state the names 
of persons to whose families compassionate allowances or pensions were 
given after their accidental death ? 

Mr. A A. L. Parsons : (a), (h) and (c). The Honourable Member 
is referred to the reply given to his unstarred question No. 351 on 31st 
^ larch, 1930, and the information supplied to him in Railway Board’s 
letter No 261-L of 30th April, 1930. 

Absorption op Reserve Depreciation Funds in Ways and Means 

Balances. 

8 *Dr Ziauddin Ahmad * (a) Are the Reserve DepreciatiiEi 
Funds, amounting to about Rs. 30 crores, absorbed in the Ways and Means 
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Balances of the Government of India, and have the Government of Indii 
considered the question of the soundness of this as a financial pcflicy f 

(6) Was the Auditor General ever consulted about it ? 

(c) If not, do Government propose to consult him now f 

The Honourable Sir Greorg^ Schuster : (a) Government consider 
that the particular arrangement referred to is financially sound provided 
that the general financial position of the Government is maintained, M 
it has been hitherto, on a sound and stable basis. 

(&) and (c). The Auditor General is fully aware of the present posi- 
tion 

Purchase of the Bengal and North Western Railway. 

9. ♦Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : (a) What steps have Government taken 
to purchase the Bengal and North Western Railway ? Will Government 
lay the correspondence on the table ? 

(b) Are Government contemplating floating a loan in India, or partly 
in India and partly in England, for the purchase of the Bengal and Nortk 
Western Railway ? 

(c) Will Government clearly mention whether they intend to purchase 
the Railway after the expiry of their contract in 1931 ? Are they aware 
of the strong public feelings about its purchase ? 

Mr A A. L. Parsons The Railway cannot be taken over until the 
1st of January, 1933, and notice of intention to terminate the contract 
need not be given before the 31st December, 1931 Government have not 
yet come to any conclusions on the question, but its consideration is now 
being taken up They are aware of the expression of opinion on the sub- 
ject 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : May I know, Sir, when a decision on this 
natter is likely to be arrived at ? 

Mr A. A. L. Parsons : The matter is now under consideration. Sir, 
and the Honourable the Railway Member gave, last Session, an under- 
taking that this House would have an opportunity of expressing its 
views on the question No decision can therefore be reached until 
this House has had an opportunity of expressing its views, that is until 
after the next Session. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Are Government aware that the improve- 
ment of the system is to some extent arrested owing to the uncertainty 
which overhangs the fate of this Railway ? 

Mr. A. A L. Parsons : No, Sir , I do not think I can recollect any 
occasion when proposals which had been put forward have been delayed 
merely because the possibility of Government acquiring the system is 
under consideration. 

Mr €ktya Pra^sad Singh • May I know when did the Honourable 
gentleman last travel on that Railway f ^ 

Dr. Ziafiddin Ahmad : Are Government aware that this Railway is 
giving the maximum profits by reducing expenditure on its establish- 
ments f 
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fHi, A. A. L. Parsoxui : 1 should uot like categorically to accept the 
reason given by the Honourable Member for profits declared by the 
Bengal and North Western Railway. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Are Government aware that Colonel Izat, 
in one of the meetings of the Board of Directors, expressed his opinion 
at the commencement of this year that the improvement of the system 
is to some extent arrested on account of the uncertainty which over- 
hangs the fate of that Railway, and I think I quoted that m course of 
my speech on the Railway Budget in Delhi ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I do not recall it, but I am perfectly prepared 
to take it from the Honourable Member 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Will Government consult the Assembly before 
taking any final step in the matter 1 

Mr. A. A L. Parsons : As I have already explained, that is the in- 
tention of the Government 

Utilization of Unclaimed Interest on Government Securities 

10. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad ; (a) Will Government please state the 
action they have taken on the Resolution passed by the Council of State 
on the 16th February, 1927, about the expenditure of unclaimed interest for 
Muslim education t 

(b) What is the amount of unclaimed interest accumulated till Slst 
March, 1930 in ; 

(t) The Post Office Savings Bank , 

(n) War and other bonds that have been matured , 

(m) Government 8eeuritiea and Government Guaranteed Securities ; 
(tv) Deposits m the Imperial Bank ? 

(c) Are Government prepared to show in their annual Budget the 
aggregate amount of unclaimed interest under each head ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) The attention of the 
Honourable Member is invited to the reply given in the Council of State 
on the 12th September, 1927, to the Honourable Sir Haroon Jaffer’s ques- 
tion No. 118 It will be seen from this reply that Government were pre- 
pared to take action provided that a scheme was prepared by a representa- 
tive body of Muslims. Government have, however, received no applica- 
tions for action on the lines stated 

(b) and (c). The Honourable Member attention is invited to my 
reply to his unstarred question No. 355 on the 31st March, 1930. 

Mr. Anwar-ul-Aaim : Will the Honourable Member landly tell us 
whether this matter was not agitated here on the floor of the Assembly 
a couple of years ago ? 

The Honourable Sir George ISchuster : Is my Honourable friend in- 
forming me that this matter has been before the Assembly for two years T 

Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : Yes. 

The Honourable Sir George SohuKer : 1 am quite prepared to take 
it from the Honourable Member. 
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Discontent and Habdship caused by Duties imposed under the Salt 

Act. 

11. *Mr B N. Misra : Are Government aware of the great dibcon- 
te&t and hardship caused by the duties imposed under the Salt Act of 1863 
and the subsequent Acts amending the same i 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Government do not consider 
that the existing salt tax is the cause either of hardship or legitimate 
discontent. 

Mr. N G. Ranga : Are not Government aware that there is wide* 
spread discontent in the country ? 

Mr. President : This is not a supplementary question. 


Convictions under the Salt Act. 

12 '^Mr. B. N Misra (a) Are Government aware that there have 
been several convictions under the Salt Act in different provinces of India T 

(h) If so, will Government be pleased to state 

(t) the total number of convictions under the said Act during 

the last SIX months in British India , 

(u) the number of convictions m which sentences of fine only 

have been imposed , 

(m) the number of convictions in uhich sentences of imprisonment 
up to SIX months ha\e been jmssed , and 

(ti;) the number of convictions in which sentences of imprisonment 
of over six months have been passed f 

The Honourable Mr. H. O Haig : The information required is being 
collected and will be furnished to the Honourable Member in due course. 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh : In view of the importance of this question, 
may I request that the answer be laid on the table of the House ? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig : Certainly If I can get the in- 
formation before the end of the Session, it will be laid on the table of 
the House. 


Assaults on Satyagrahis by the Pouob, 

13. •Mr. B. N. Misra Are Government aware of the discontent on 
account of the dealings with and assaults on Satyagrahis by the police and 
other officials of Government T 

The Hoaourible Mr. H. G. Haig i I would recall to the Honourable 
Member the observations made in this matter by His Excellency the 
Viceroy in his speech to the Indian Legudature on the dth July, 1980. 
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Resignations op Members of Legislatures as a Protest against 
Repressive Measures 

14 B. N Misra Will Government be pleased to state tbe num- 

ber of Members who have resigned as a protest against the repressive mea- 
sures of Government : 

(a) in tliLs Assembly , and 

(b) ID the several Provincial Legislative Councils during the last 

SIX months ? 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig ; (a) Eight, I should judge so far as 
reasons for resignation have been given. 

(b) With regard to Provincial Legislative Councils a statement is 
la^d on the table giving the information so far as it is known to the 
Government of India. 


JStaiemenl g\v%ng the number of Membera of the ProvtnctcU LegtslcUtve Councils who resigned as a 
protest against the repressive measures of Government during the last six months 


Madras . , . . . S 

Rombay ... . . 20 

Bengal . . 1 

United Provinces ... . S 

Punjab . . 1 

Burma . 1 

Bihar and Orissa . 7 

Central Provinces . . . 8 

Assam . 3 

Coorg . . . . Nil 

Total 57 


Arrests under Ordinance No 1 of 1930. 

16. *Mr S. C. Mitra : (a) Will Government be pleased to lay on 
Ihe table a list of names, which details as to their date of arrest, previous 
convictions, or internments, if any, present state of health, the place of 
detention, the amounts of personal and family allowance granted to the 
persons who have been proceeded against under Ordinance No. 1 of 1930 t 

(5) Will Government please state how many of the persons who were 
first arrested under the Ordinance have siiKsequently been released by 
the police or by the scrutiny of the Judges 1 

(c) How many houses were searched under the said Ordinance, and 
in how many cases were incriminating articles seized, and what was the 
nature of those articles ? 

(d) Will Government please state in how many cases persons once 
released were arrested shortly after, and the reasons therefor t 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig : I have made enquiries from the 
Government of Bengal in regard to this and the next question and will 
furnish the Honourable Member with a reply in due course. I am not 
sure, however, that 1 shall be able to suppl^ all the information asked 
for. I think the practice was estabKshcd in the past that details re- 
garding individual prisoners were dealt with in the Local Legi^tiva 
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Interviews with Ordinance Internees 

flG. *Mr, S. C. Mitra : (a) Are Government aware tUat an officer 
of the Intelligence Branch is always present vhen interviews are granted 
with Ordinance internees ? 

(h) If the ausM^er to part (u) be m the affirmative, will Government 
please explain why interviews with cci-tain persons aie rejected by police 
officers ? 

(c) Is it a fact that sometimes police officei^s demand the grounds 
and reasons for which interviews aio sou‘j:ht and then refuse interviews 
without giving any reasons ? 

(d) Is it not a fact that, during interviews, police officers sometimes 
object to certain discussions which are then stopped T If so, will Govern- 
ment please explain win interviews are now and then refused ? 

(e) Will Government please inquire if interview's sought on business 
grounds in the presence of police officers have also been refused by the 
Bengal Criminal Intelligence Department ? 

Newspapers supplied to Political Prisoners. 

17. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (a) Are Government aware that only Anglo- 
Indian and pronounced anti-nationalist papers are allowed to political 
prisoners and papers like the Tribune, Leader, Hxndusthan Times, Hindu, 
Bombay ChronxeU, Libertu and Amrifa Baza) Pai)ika are banned ? 

(b) If so, will Government state the reasons for such discrimination t 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig : The Government of India have no 
information as to the newspapers which are supplied in the jails of the 
different provinces Their general policy on this subject was an- 
nounced in a commiiniqu^J published on the 19th February last. 


tFoi answer to this question, see answer to question No 15 

tExtract f)om a communique issued hy the Government of India on the 19th February, 

1930 


The Govirnnient of India accept the principle that reasonable fat ilities, subject 
to safeguards, should be provided by the Govemmeiit for the intellectual require- 
ments of the educated and literate prisoners Local Governments will be request 
to examine the condition of Jail Libraries in the provinces and in cases where those 
are non exwtent or defective, to take early steps to establish or improve them. 
Literate prisoners may be allowed to read books and magazines from outside subject to 
the approval of the Jail Superintendent 


Newsfiapers will be allowed to ** A class prisoners on the same conditions as 
under the existing rules, they are allowed to special class prisoners, that is, in special 
circumstances and with the approval of the Local Goyemiueat. As reganis htermte 

S irsons generally, where the Local Governments publish a Jail newspaper or where 
ey intend to publish it, this publication will be available once a week for literate 
prisoners. Where the Local Goveminents are unable to publish a weekly ne wspapWf, 
the Go^mment of India have decided that a few copies of a weekly paper approvoa 
by the Local Government should be provided at upvemment expense for ‘ A ’ and ' B * 
-tuutmea of prisoners 



236 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [14tH JuLY 1930» 

Newspapers and Pbesses required to furnish Security. 

18 *Mr, S. 0. Mltra : (a) Will Government please state : 

(i) the names of the presses and papers against which security 
has been demanded under Ordinance II of 1930, with the 
amount of security demanded in each case , 

(n) the names of presses and papers that have ceased to exist due 
to the demand of the security ; and 

(ttt) the names of the papers and presses that have been warned 1 

(b) Will Government please explain if security has been demanded 
of papers for their opinion published before the promulgation of the 
Ordinance ? If not, will Government please state whether some of the 
Local Governments, immediately with the promulgation of the Ordinance 
and without waiting to see its effect, or giving any warning, at once 
demanded security from certain papers and presses ? If so, why ? 

(c) Will Government phase state the amount of security deposited 
by different’ presses and papers t 

(d) Has there been any occasion for confiscation of the security t 
If so, m what cases ? 

(e) Have Government in some cases lowered the amount of security f 
If so, in what cases ? Is it of their own motion or on a representation of 
the interested parties ? 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig : Local Governments have been 
addressed, but I am afraid the information is not yet quite complete. 
I hope to be able to lay a statement on the table before the end of the 
Session. 


Prosecutions for recent Political Offences. 

19. *Mr S. 0. BUtra : (a) Will Government be pleased to supply 
a list showing the number of persons in different provinces up-to-date who 
have been prosecuted or punished for the infringement of the salt laws,, 
civil disobedience or sedition ? 

(6) Will Government please give the names of the ladies who have 
been punished under the said laws f 

The Honourable Mr. H. G, Haig : The information m my possession 
shows that from the 6th April to ^he 15th June, 1930, the number of 
jersons convicted in connection with the Civil Disobedience Movement 
is approximately 4,377. I regret I have no detmled information about 
the number of women convicted or the offences for which the persons 
referred to above were convicted. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra : Does the Honourable Member consider that they 
are not important enough ? 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Bftig : Not necessarily. We have not 
got the information. We have been able to collect the information as 
to the total number of people from the Local Governments, but we have 
^0 information available about the number of women convicted. If 
the Honourable Member attaches special importance to it, I will certain* 
ly address the Local Governments on •the subject. 
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1&. A. H. Ohuznavi ; Wm Government be pleased to state how 
many of those gentlemen who have been convicted for civil disobedi- 
ence are Hindus and how many Mussulmans ? 

The Honourable Mr. H G. Haig : I am afraid I have no information 
on the subject 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : Will Government kindly give us the informa- 
tion at a later date as to the number of Mussalmans that have been 
convicted for civil disobedience 1 

The Honourable Mr. H. G Haig : I should be prepared to make 
enquiries from Local Governments and furnish the information to the 
Honourable Member 

Dr Hand Lai : May I ask how many persons were convicted in the 
Punjab ? 

The Honourable Mr H O Haig : I think I should require notice 
for that I have no information, but I have no doubt I could get the 
information. 

Cases of Firing on Demonstrators 

20. *Mr. 8. 0. Mitra : (o) Will Government please state the cases 
where firing had to be resorted to and the number of casualties in each 
case 1 

(b) Will Government state the circumstances under which responsible 
officers were compelled to open fire in each case 1 

The Honourable Mr. H G Haig : (a) C-omplete information is only 
available for the months of April and May and is contained in the state- 
ment laid on the table 

(6) Resort to firing was necessary either in self-defence or to disperse 
unlru^ fill assemblies under Chapter IX of the Code of Criminal Pro- 
cedure So far as Government arc aware, the unlawful assembly was 
in every case guilty of violence betoie rf'^iort was had to firing. 


Casttalltes during the month of April, 1930 



1 

Casualties among the public | 


Provinces 

Killed 

Wounded | 

Remarks. 

Miidras — 

Madras City» Apnl, 27 th 

2 

6 

(One died sub- 
sequently ) 

Warning given by Commissioner 
of Police. 

Bombay Victoria Termmus, 
4tb April (Railway 
strike). 


7 

(One died sub- 
sequently.) 

19 rounds were fired by the Police 
on Railway strikers in self-de- 
fence. No tune to give warning 

Bhusawal, dth Apnl (Rail- 
way strike). 

*1 

♦2 

* These casualties were a result 
of aceident. A gun whidi was 
being snatched from a coniiahle 
went off. This happened (String 
Railway strike. 
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1 Casualties among the pubhc, | 

Pro\ inces 

Killed 

. Remarks. 

' Wounded 

Kurla, 6th April (Railway 
strike) 

! 

1 4 or 5 rounds were fired in sdf 

defence against Railway stnker* 

1 by the Pobce wounding one per 
son 

Karachi, 16th April 

Bengal— 

Calcutta, let April 

: ■ 

1 

1 

1 

7 

6 Police fired on Magistrate’s ordei 

(One of whom 1 after warning given 
died subse- 
quently) 

59 1 Warning of finng given 

Calcutta, 16th April 


*3 1 * (SbghtJy wounded Sergeant fired 

1 in self-defence 

24*Parganas, 24th April 

1 

1 3 1 Warning given 

Chittagong, 18th, 19th 
and 22nd Apnl 

10 

(Terronsts) 

' 2 
(Terrorists, j 
both died 1 
subsequent 

ly) ; 

Noakhali (Feni), 

23rd Apnl 


1 . 1 Attack by armed terrorists 

Chittagong, 24th April 

1 

(Terronet) 

1 

N.W F Province (Pesha- 
war), 23rd Apnl 

30 

t 

( 33 i See report of Peshawar Enquiry 

' (approximate) i Committee 

j 

May, 1930 

1 

1 

Madras, May, 1930 

Bombay — 

Sholapur, 7th May 

•• 

j 2 Warning given. 

^ 1 Disturbances started on 7th at 

1 Sholapur, no finng resorted to on 

that day but members of the 

1 ' Police were attacked 

Sbolapur, 8th May 

12 

j 28 Firing at intervals on six separate 

occasions Warning given on all 

1 occasions except one When almoet 

1 immediately uter the first firing 

1 pobce lorries had to be stopped 

in order to rescue excise 
inspector end his peon who were 
• on the point of being murdered. 

Wadala Salt Pans, 24th 
May 

Bbendy Baiar, 26th and 
27th May 

Bengal— 

Howrah, 6th May 

1 6 1 
j 

♦ 

1 1 Warning given before finng. 

67 Fmng at mtervals Warning 

given 

6 Warmng given. ^ 
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Casualties among the public 

t 

Provinces 

Killed 

Wounded 

1 

1 Remarks 

Bengal — 


j 


Chittagong, 7th May 

3 

insurgents 
and 1 other 

1 

1 Insurgent 1 

1 (who died 

1 subsequent- 
' ly and 5 
others two 
of whom 

, died subse- 
quently) 

Armed rebellmn, 

1 

Mymensmgh, 14th May 

Dacca, 25th and 27th May 
(Communal not) 

1 

2 

Between 30 
, to 40 

1 

Warning given, 

LiUooah, 29th May 
(E I Railway strike ) 


5 

1 

Warning given to strikers. 

Midnapur (Pratapdighi), 
Slst May. 

2 

, 2 

Warmng given. 

Umted Provinces — 
Lucknow, May 26th. 

Punjab — 

1 

j About 42 (2 
died subse- 
quently) 

1 

1 

A mob attacked Ammabad out 
post Three Lathi charges with 
warning on each occasion before 

1 firing was ordered 

1 

Kalu, Jhelum Distnct, 
May 18th 

Burma — 


1 

1 District Magistrate declared assem 
bly unlawful and gave order ol 

1 dispersal On refusing tc 

1 disperse order of firing was given 

Rangoon, last week of j 
May 

5 

37 

1 Warning was given whenever posai- 
1 ble and firing was resorted tc 
' only to save the lives of th« 
pubhc 

N.W P P 

17 

" 1 

1 

The figures include 9 killed and 18 
wounded on the Slst May at 
Peshawar 

Delhi, dth May 

4 

40 

The police fired in self-defence. 

Detention of Mahatma Gandhi 

21 *BiIr. 8 . 0. Ultra : (a) Will Govemment please explain the 
reasons why Mahatma Gandhi has been detained under Regulation 25 of 
Bombay and not prosecuted under the Indian Penal Code ? 

(b) Was there no specific case against him t 

(c) Is it not a fact that Mahatma Gandhi openly said that he was 
guilty of sedition and there was enough evidenee to prove it 1 
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She Honourable Mr. H 0 Haig : (a), (b) and (c). Government 
have no doubt that there was adequate material on which Mr Gandhi 
might have been successfully prosecuted under the ordinary Criminal 
Law They considered, however, having regard to all the circum- 
stances, that the public interest would be better served by his detention 
under the Bombay Regulation 

Mr Oa3ra Prasad Singh : May l ask what were the circumstances 
which Government took into consideration before deciding not to launch 
a regular prosecution against Mahatma Gandhi ? 

The Honourable Mr H O. Haig One of the considerations 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh : T want to know all the considerations 
if possible (Laughter 1 

The Honourable Mr. H. 0 Haig It IS difficult always to give all 
the considerations, but I think one of the mam considerations present 
in the mind of the Goveinment was that tiny thought that on the whole 
it would be inoie in acoorflance with pnlilic feeling, certainly m the 
Bombay Presidency 

Amnesty for Political Prisoners 

22 *Mr. S 0 Mitra : Do Government propose to grant a general 
amnesty to political prisoners to ease the polilieal tension ? 

The Honourable BIr H. O. Haig : While the civil disobedience move- 
ment is in progress, no que^^tion of this nature can aiise 

Withholding of Telegrams addressed to the Bengal Provincial 
Congress Committee 

23. *Mr, S. 0. Biitra : (a) Is it a fact that Mr R H D Parret, on 
behalf of the Postmaster General, Bengal and Assam Circle, issued circulars 
that all telegrams addressed to (t) the Bengal Provincial Congress Com- 
mittee or any member or office-bearer thereof, (n) Maulana Abul Kalam 
A/ad, (m) Sj Puma Chandra Das, should be detained and immediately 
disclosed to the Deputy Inspector General of Police, I B , C I D of 
Bengal 1 

(h) If so, undei Mhat authority and hov many telegrams ha\e been 
withheld under the said oidcrs ? 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig : The 1’elegraph Act provides Gov- 
ernment with power to intercept telegiaphic coirespondence They 
cannot undertake to disclose details regarding any action that may be 
taken by them in the exercise of those powers , but the powers have 
been used against certain organisations and indniduals concerned in 
the civil disobedience movement 

Casualties in the Bakr-id Riots at Digboi, Assam 

24 ♦Mr Anwar-ul-Azim : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
how many Muslims and Hindus have been killed or wounded in the 
Digboi Bakr-id riots (Assam) ? 
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(6) la it a fact that the local authorities allowed the rioters tC 
prepared for the attack on the Muslims on Saturday, the day of Muslim 
festival ! 

(c) Is It a fact that a non>Muslim gr^ntleman,, who ha^ clients 
amongst the non-Muslim accused and suspects, is conducting the prose- 
cution, in spite of the representation of the Muslims, and that against 
their desire ? 

The Honourable Mr H. G Haig : (a) and (h) I would invite 
the Honourable Member’s attention to the Communique issued by the 
Government of Assam on the 21st May, 1930 

(o) I have no information 

BIr Anwar-ul-Azim : Will the Honourable Member kindly make 
inquiries on his own initiative in the interests of public justice and 
safety and get the information that I want in (a) and {b) without rely- 
ing on the communique of the Government of Assam 1 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig I think the information required 
by the Honourable Member with regard to (a) and (h) is very fully 
given in the Local Government’s communique 

Bir A H. Ohuznavi Are Government awaie that in Bengal 
and Assam it was said that the rioters in the Assam trouble were sup- 
plied with arms and ammunition and other matenals by the Chittagong 
rebels to fight the Mussalmans ? 

TJie Honourable B!r H. G, Haig : I have heard no suggestion of 
that sort, and I think it is quite clear from the communique of the Assam 
Government that they have no information to that effect 

Mr A H Ghuznavi : Will Government kindly make enquiries into 
this matter t 

The Honourable BIr H G Haig : 1 don’t think that it is really 
necessary There was no question, I think, of munitions being used. 
This was one of those deplorable but not infrequent communal clashes, 
and I do not think lhat there was any question of special munitions being 
employed 


Low Standard of Archaeological Reports 

26 *BIr S 0. Blitra : (a) Has the attention of Government beeu 
drawn to Circular No 333-69, dated the Ist July, 1929, issued by the 
Director General of Archaeology, in which that officer admits that many 
of the contributions to the Annual Report were lamentably poor, drawn up 
carelessly and illogically and m such indifferent literaTy style that it 
has been necessary to re-write them T Is this criticism intended to be a 
reflection on the calibre of Supermtendents appointed to hold charge of 
provinces ? 

(6) What steps do Government intend to take to raise the standard 
of scholarship in the Archaeolofincal Department t Do the Government 
of India intend to thresh out the whole question of appointments in this 
Department, if necessary with the help of an expert committee t 

Ii6CrPB(LA) H 
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Mr O. S. Bajpai : I would mvite the Honourable Member’s atten- 
tion to the answers given to Shaikh Mushir Ilosain Kidwai’s questions 
Nos. 548 and 549 on the 12th March, 1930, in this Hou^e 

Appointment op Director General of Archaeology 

26 *Mr S 0. Mitra : Plave Government considered the question of 
appointing a successor to Sir John Marshall, as Director General of 
Archaeology ? What are the names and qualifications of the officers who 
have been appointed to act in his place during the last three >ears ’ 

Mr O 8 Bajpai • 1 would invite the Honourable Member’s atten- 
tion to the answer given on the 12th March, 1930, to Shaikh Mushir 
Hosain Kidwai’s question No 550 m the Legislative Assembly 

Extensions of Service granted to Archaeological Officers 

27 *Mr. S 0 Mitra : (a) Will Government be pleased to state the 
names, if any, of officers of the Archseological Department who have been 
granted extensions after they had completed 55 years of age and if so, 
for what reasons t 

(h) Ts it a fact that the Super mtendein of tlu' Aichieological Section 
of the Indian Museum was granted an extension after a serious illness — 
chronic rheumatism and high blood pressure ? Will similar extensions 
be granted to him upto the sixtieth year 1 

Mr O S Bajpai * (a) A statement giving the information asked for 
by the Honourable Member is laid on the table of the House 

(h) Rai Bahadur Rama Prasad Chanda was granted leave on medical 
certiticate for three months from the 15th of October, 1928, on account 
of high blood pressure, but was certified by the Civil Surgeon, 24 Par- 
ganas, as fit to resume his duties in Government service on his return 
from that leave No mention was made in the medical certificate of 
chronic rheumatism. The question of granting him a further exten- 
sion has not yet ansen 


Statement givmg Ihe names of officers of the Archaeological Depaitment who have 
been granted extension of service after attaining the age of 55 years and the 
reasons theufoi 


(1) Moiis Charles Duroiselle, Superintendent, Archeeological Survey, Burma Circle, 
The Arcnda Temple at Pagan was granted an extension in order to enable him 

^^^**^**^*^ Shweaigon Bell loBcrlp- through the press the monographs noted 

The WO plaquea at Pogan llluatratlng on the margin on which he is engaged and to 
U»^at*ka9 undertake extensive touring to complete a photo- 

(OW*Pro^) DlWoverle* at Hmawsa graphic record of wall paintings in Burma, 


(2) Bai Bahadur Kama Prasad Chanda, Superintendent, Archseological Section, 
Indian Museum, Calcutta, was granted an extension owing to the shortage of offtcers 
in the Ar< hmological Department, which made it impossible to arrange for the tram 
mg of an oflheer to succeed him without serious dislocation of work, and to permit 
him to (oinplcto a Guide to the Sculptures in the Archeeological Section, Indian 
Museum, tlmt he was preparing The Guide will be published in three volumes , 
the first volume will deal witti the pre Sunga and Bunga sculptures, the second with 
the sculptures of Gandhara, Mathura and Amaravati, and the third with the Gupta 
and Mediapval sculptures In addition, owing to the death of Mona Senart, to whhnt 
the work was originally entrusted, the Rai ^hadur will now have to edit the SancM 
inscriptions for the Sanchi Monograph 
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S^eEvioK FOR Pension op the Assistant Curator, Archaeological Section, 

Indian Museum 

28 *Mr S C Mitra Will Governraont be pleased to state whether 
the Assistant Curator of the Archaeological Section, Indian Museum, who 
has been granted pension last year, served under the Trustees of the 
iDdian Museum ? If so, for how many years ? Has that service been 
reckoned m calculating his pension What contributions, if any, 
have the Trustees made towards the cost of his pension T 

Mr. G, S Bajpai • Pandit Binode Bihari Bidyabinod, the Assistant 
Curator referred to served under the Trustees of the Indian Museum 
from 14th June, 1901, to 28th Februaiy, 1911 This period has been 
taken into account in calculating his pension The question of recover- 
ing contributions from the Trustees is still under consideration 

Promotions in the Postal Department 

29 *Mr Anwar-ul-Azim . (1) Will Government be pleased to state 

{a) whether prior to the Ist September, 1927, there were three 
grades, v\z , Rs 100 — 175, 145 — 170 and 175 — 225 in the Post 
Office Department , 

(5) whethci the Inspectors and Divisional Head (Jeiks to the 
Supeiintondents of Post Offices \\ere in the giade of 
Rs 100—175 , 

(c) ^vhether the officials in the grade of Rs 100 — 175 used to get 
promotion to the grade of Rs 175 — 225 , 

{d) whether the passed candidates whose names were borne on the 
waiting list of different Postal Circles for pro-motion to the 
cadre of Inspectors of Post Offices and Divisional Head 
Clerks to the Superintendents of Post Offices used to be pro- 
moted in vacancies caused by the promotion of officials re- 
ferred to in (61 above to the next higher grade of Rs 175 — 
225 , 

{e) whether the above three giades of Rs 100 — 175, 145 — 170 and 
175 — 225 were amalgamated into one grade of Rs 160 — 250 
with effect from the 1st September, 1927 , 

(/) whether, due to the above amalgamation, the vacancies which 
used to occur in the cadre of Inspectors and Divisional 
Head Clerks by promotion of the latter to the next higher 
gitide of Rs 175 — 225 ceased to occur from the date of 
amalgamation , and 

ig) whether such cassation of occurence of vacancies blocked the 
prospects of promotion of the passed candidates referred tu 
m part (d) above t 

(2) (fl) If the replies to the above questions are in the affirmative, 
ill Government be pleased to state what steps, if any, they have taken to 
rotect the interests of the passed candidates who are deprived of an 
irenue to promotion due to administrative arrangement 1 

(6) If nothing was done in that direction, will Government be pleased 
> state whether they now propose to provide some measure of relief to 

L6CPB(LA) b2 
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compensate those ofiBcials from the loss of promotion already sustained 
by them from the Ist September, 1927, to date, and whether they pro- 
pose to take any steps to piotect such officials from any further loss of 
promotion in future ? 

Mr H A Sams : (1). (a) to (e). Yes, Sir 

(/) and (g) The replies are in the negative With the introduction 
of the lowest selection giade of Rs 160 — 10 — 250 both for officials m 
the general line of the Post Office and for Inspectors of Post Offices and 
Head Clerks to Divisional Superintendents of Post Offices a separate 
cadre for the latter classes of officials ceased to exist, but the actual 
posts have not ceased to exist and vacancies in these posts therefore 
occur Officials who had parsed the former examination for promotion 
to the cadre of Inspectois ,ind Divisional Head Clerks in the grade of 
Rs 100 — 5 — 175 are eligible for promotion to any of the povsts included 
in the revised giade of Ks 160 — 10 — 250 m order of seniority along uith 
those who ha\e passed the neu departmental lower selection grade exa- 
mination and they also have the chance of entering the next liigher 
grade of Rs 250 — 20 — 650 eailier, seeing that they will not have to 
pass through an intermediate grade of Rs 175 — 10 — 225 which existed 
before Their piomotion has not therefore been blocked though their 
prospects have been affected to a certain extent 

I have the matter in hand I propose to take certain steps in the 
interests of these passed men 

(2) (a) and (/)) Do not aiise in view of mv reply to paits 1 (/) 

and (g) 


Promotions in the Postal Department 
80 ’'‘Mr Anwar-ul-Azim • (1) Will Government be pleased to state 

(a) whether in the Post Office Department the names of the passed 
candidates used to be arranged on a waiting list for promo- 
tion to the cadre of Inspectors and Divisional Head Clerks in 
order of merit displayed by each in the departmental exa- 
mination , 

(h) whether the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs has, m 
paragraph 6 of his memorandum No E A -279|28, dated’the 
11th February, 1928, ruled that the names of the above 
officials wi]l be reai ranged in a new waiting list according to 
the seniority of service, along with those who have passed 
the recent lowest selection grade examination held in the 
month of December, 1929 , 

(e) whether the officials who aait for the lowest selection grade 
examination referred to m (b) above, were selected accord- 
ing to strict seniority in the ordinary clerical time-scale 
grade of different cadres ; and 

id) whether the officials who passed the departmental examination 
of Inspectors and Divisional Head Clerks were nominated* 
irrespective of senionty, by the Supervising Officers as being 
most suitable men for the special appoontments of Ins- 
pectors and Divisional Head Clerks t 
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(2) If the replies to the above question's are in the affirmative, will 
Government be pleased to state, whether they propose to place the 
names of such officials on the top of those who passed the lowest selec- 
tion grade examination ? If not, why not ? 

Mr H A. Sams : (1) (a) In some Ciicles the names of the passed 
officials used to be arranged in ordei of merit , in others they were 
arranged according to seniority in the grac^iation list 

(b) Yes The names have been ordered to be arranged in the new 
waiting list in order of seniority in the giadation list of the Circle 
concerned 

(c) and (d) Yes 

(2) Government do not consider it necessary to take the action 
suggested by the Honourable Membei Tlie officials i\ho toimerly passed 
the Inspectors and Head Clerks' Examination were eligible tor pro- 
motion excdusively to posts of Inspectors and Divisional Head Clerks, 
while by including them in the same list witli the officials who recently 
passed the Lowest Selection Grade Examination they will be eligible 
for promotion to any of the posts included in the new Lowest Selection 
Grade of Rs 160 — 10 — 250, whether m the Inspectors’ line or in the 
general line As both classes of officials are qualified for promotion 
to the selection grade posts, the former cannot be accorded the special 
treatment suggested, b> the Honourable Member As, however, the 
prospects of promotion of the men who were on the waiting list of 
Inspectors and Head Clerks to Superintendents ha\e been somewffiat 
affected, I propose to introduce measures to give them a certain amount 
of protection 


Promotions in the Postal Department 

31 *Mr Anwar-ul-Azim : (1) Will Go\ernment be pleased to 
state 

(a) Mhethor in the Post Office Department the appointments of 
Inspectois and Divisional Head Clerks used to be filled up 
exclusively by such officials who came out successful at a 
departmental examination held for the purpose , 

(h) whether the names of such successful candidates u^ed to be 
borne on a waiting list for promotion to the cadre of 
Inspectors and Divisional Head Clerks , 

(c) whether there are a sufficient number of such officiuls whose 

names are still borne on the waiting list of different Postal 
Circles , and 

(d) whether it is a fact that there are a good number of 

such officials m each Postal Circle still unprovided for who 
have been waiting for a long period, ranging from seven 
years to three years, and whethei, in spite of this fact, the 
Director General of Posts and Telegraphs has issued some 
orders throwing open the appointments of Inspector and 
Divisional Head Clerks to those who passed the recent lowest 
selection grade examination t 
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(2) If the replies to the above questions are m the affirmative, will 
Government be pleased to stale the justification for taking such atti- 
tude towards the passed candidates waiting for promotion to the cadre 
of Inspectors and Divisional Head Clerks ^ 

Mr. H A. Sams (1) (a) and {b) Yes, Sn 

(c) There are about 30 officials only of this class in the whole of India 
and Burma, and in some Circles there are no officials at all of this class 

(d) The statement contained in the first part of the question is in- 
accurate in view of what is stated in my reply to part (c) The reply to 
the second part is in the affirmative. 

(2) I would mvite the Honourable Member’s attention to the repl> 
just given to paragraph 2 of his question No 30 

Appointment of a British Military Chief Clerk in the Rawalpindi 

Arsenal 

32. *Mr Anwar-ul Azim : (a) Is it a fact that a British military^ 
Chict (dork has been appointed as a trial in Rawalpindi arsenal and’ 
that the Indian Head Assist<mt will have to take orders tiom him ? 

(b) If so, wdl this not lowei the status of the Head Assistant, although 
it may not afieet his pay and allowances ? 

(c) If a militaiy Cliief ('lerk has been appointed in Rawalpindi as 
a trial only, is it’ a fact that similar ajipointments have also been created 
in the Quetta and Kiikeo aisenals, vvheie Biitish warrant officers have 
been appointed as C'biof Cleik, nndei local arrangements ? 

Mr O M Young : (a) and (e) As an experimental measure, the 
British warrant officers, known as Chief Clerks, m charge of the Oid- 
nance Branches of the Aiscnal offices of Rawalpindi, Quetta, Kirkee, 
Ferozepore and Allahabad have been made responsible for the general 
supervision of certain branches for the detailed and immediate super- 
▼ision of which Head Assistants are responsible The Head Assistants 
will therefore receive orders in some matters from the Chief Clerks 
No addition has been made to the establishment of British other ranks, 
nor IS there any intention of increasing the pay of the Chief Clerks 

(b) It IS not intended that the status of the Indian Head Assistant 
should be loweied lie will continue fo have the same access to the 
Chief Ordnance Officer as he has had in the past 

Pay and Allowances of British Warrant Officers 

38. *Mr Anwar-ul-Azim : (a) What are the pav and allowances of a 
British warrant officer ? 

(h) is it a fa<‘t that the pay and allowances of a senior wan ant offi 
cci bafoie the wai were Rs 190, while the maximum the Head Assistant 
drew wsn Rs 240 per mensem ^ 

. officer compare favourably with that 

01 the Head Assistant atter the war T 
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(d) Is it a fact that a Head Assistant now draws less pay than a 
junior warrant officer ? If so, what is the reason ? 

Mr 6 M Young • (a) The pav of a Conductor is Rs 420 a month 
and that of a Sub-Conductor Rs 380 Both receive allowances amount- 
ing to Rs 125 a month 

(6) The pay and allowances of a senior \Nairant officer before the war 
amounted to Ri 220 a month The pay of a Head Assistant was as 
stated by the Honourable Member 

(c) Yes 

(d) Yes, because the Head Assistant does not require to have the same 
technical knowledge and training as a junior warrant officer 

Promotions in the Army^ 

34 ’'Mr Anwar-ul-A 2 im • Is it a fact that Biitish othei ranks rise 
to commissioned rank at the close of then seiMce, 'while no cleik m the 
Ordnance Corps lias e^er risen to gazetted rank ® 

Mr G M Young If the woid “ may is inseited between the 
words ranks ’’ and rise the answer is in the affirmative The 
matter has been thoroughly investigated on more than one occasion 
and it has been decided that the work performed bv the highest clerical 
grades in arsenals does not wairant the grant of gazetted rank 

Racial Discrimination in the Admission of Cycles to Arsenals. 

35 *Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim • Is it a fact that Indian clerks are not 
permitted to take then cycles into the arsenal, \\hile British non-commis- 
sioned officers can take their motor bicycles inside ? 

Mr G M Young : I am sending the Honourable Member a copy 
of a letter No 68-Y , dated the 1st May, 1930, which I sent to Sardar 
Kartar Singh in continuation of an answer given on the 17th February, 
1930, to his question No 161, dealing with the same subject A copy 
of the letter is aKo in tlie Libram 


Promotion of Indians in Arsenals 

36 *Mr Anwar-ul-Azim : (a) Is the Establishment Officer m an 
arsenal pro-moted fioin the lanks 1 

(b) Is it a fact that Indian clerks, whatever their service and qualifi- 
cations, are not raised to an officei \ rank, as in other Departments I 
If so, why f 

Mr G M Young : (a) Yes 

(b) Yes, Sir, for the reasons given in my reply to question No 34 

Promotion of Indians in Arsenals 

37. ♦Bfr Anwar-ul-Azim : (a) Are British warrant officers being 
tried as Chiet Clerks m ar^^enaR ? If so, is it intended to try Indian 
Head Assistants as gazetted officers t 
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{h) Is it contemplated to give gazetted rank to Indian clerks in the 
near future, oi are they to serve on as mere clerks 1 

(c) Is it a fact that clerks m arsenals aie piohibited from seeing any 
Member of the Legislative Assembly with legaid to their grievances ? 
If so, what are the objections 1 

Blr G M Young . (a) and (h) The answer to the first part of 

(a) IS m the affirmative T have already explained why it is not pos- 
sible to grant gazetted rank to clerks in arsenals 

(c) No, Sir. 


Allowances of Railway Accountants 

38. *Mr Muhammad Raflque : (1) Is it a fact 

(a) that the accountants borne on the list of Director of Railway 

Audit get compensatory and house rent allowances when 
posted to Bombay, Calcutta and Rangoon , 

(b) that all such accountants when transferred to the administra- 

tive control of the Financial Commissioner of Railways con- 
tinue to get the said allowances , 

(c) that the accountants recruited by the Financial Commissioner 

of Railways for the accounts side are debarred from this 
privilege w'hen posted to the towns above mentioned , and 

(d) that the duties of the three classes of accountants mentioned 

above are quite similar in nature 1 

(2) If the answers to the above be in the affiimative, wnll Govern- 
ment be pleased to state the reasons for withholding the privileges of 
compensatory and house rent allowances from the accountants mention- 
ed in class (^) of part (1) ? 

(3) Is it a fact that the accountants recruited by the Financial 
Commissioner of Railways have memorialised for the grant of compen- 
fatory and house rent allowances f If so, what action has been taken 
or IS proposed to be taken ? 

Mr A A L Parsons • 1 (a) Yes 

(b) Yes, when and if posted to these places 

(c) Yes But accountants taken over from the Great Indian Peninsula 
and Burma Railways Companies, who retain their old scales of pay 
continue to get the allowances they used to get previously 

(d) This is generally correct 

2 “ Compensatory and house rent allowances ” are not granted 
in consideration of the nature of duties discharged The accountants^ 
cadres in accounts offices under the Financial Commissioner of Rail- 
ways are local, and these^ accountants, unlike those of the Audit De- 
partment, are not ordinarily liable to transfers all over India 

3 Certain memorials have been received from accountants on one 
railway and they are under disposal. 
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Pay of Railway Accountants. 

39 ♦Mr Muhammad Raflque (1) is it a fact 

(a) that the scale of pay of the accountants borne on the list of the 
Director of Railway Audit is Rs 150 — 15 — •270|300^20— 
550 , 

{h ) that all such accountants when transferred to the administra- 
tive control of the Financial Commissioner of Railways 
continue to enjoy the scale mentioned abo\ e , 

(c) that the scale of pay of the accountants recruited by the Finan- 

cial Commissioner of Railways for the accounts side is 
15(K-15__270!290— 20— 450 , 

(d) that the duties of the three classes of accountants mentioned 

above are similar in nature , 

(e) that the accountants mentioned m clauses (a) and (b) 

are so appointed after their passinpr the subordinate rail- 
way accounts service examination held by the Director, 
Railway Audit, in which the minimum pass percentage is 
40 in individual papeis and 50 in the aggregate , and 

if) that the accountants mentioned in clause ic) arc ‘^o posted after 
their passing the subordinate railway accounts service exa- 
mination held by the Financial Commissioner of Railways, 
in which the minimum pass percentage is 50 in the ordinary 
papers and 66 in the special papers ? 

(2) If the answers to the above be in affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state the reasons for reducing the scale of pay of the 
accountants mentioned in clause (r), in spite of the fact that their 
duties are similar to those of the accountants mentioned m clauses (a) 
and (h), and that they are required to pass a stiffer examination t 

Mr A A L Parsons • 1 (a) Yes 

(b) Yes 

(c) Yes. 

(d) This is generally correct 

(e) and (/) Yes 

2 The Honourable Member is lef erred to mv replv to slarred question 
No 530 put on the 12th March, 1930, by the Honourable Maulvi Muhammad 
Yakub 


Accountants under the Financial Commissioner of Railways 

40 Mr Muhammad Raflque : Will Government be pleased to state 
by communities the total number of accountants, grades I and II, separate- 
ly, under the administrative control of the Financial Commissioner, 
J^ilways ? 
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Mr A A. L Parsons . 



Grade I 

Grade II 

Ilindas 

55 

88 

Muslims 

2 

8 

Others 

10 

10 


67 

106 


Non-employment of Muhammadans in the Imperial Library, Calcutta 

41 *Mr Muhammad Rafique : {a) Will Government be pleased to 
state the total number of clerks and sorters employed in the Imperial 
Librajy, Calcutta, year b\ >eai, since 1926 to date, according to the 
mrious communities ? 

{h) Is It a fact that one ]\Iaul\i Ihsan All of the Imperial Libiaiy, 
Calcutta, was invalided in 1927, and if so, is it a fact that the vacancy 
thus $aiLsed was not filled up by a Muhammadan ? 

(c) If the answei to part (b) be in the affirmative, will Government 
please state the leasons therefor ^ 

Sir Prank Noyce • 

Cl&ik', Sortos 


1926 

Hindu 

13 

Mualnii 

2 

Hindu 

11 

Muslim 

1 

1927 

13 

2 

11 

1 

1928 

14 

1 

11 

1 

1929 

14 

1 

11 

1 

1930 

13 

2 

11 

1 


(b) The ans'wer to both (|uestions is in the affirmatue A non-Muslim 
who was officiating m a leave vacancy was appointed 

Non-employment of Muhammadans in the Imperial Library, Calcutta 

42 *Mr Muhammad Rafique : Is it a fact that Babus U C Dey 
and A K Ghosh were appointed us clerks in 1928 m the Imperial Lib- 
rary contraiy to the Home Department Circulai No F 176|25-Ests , dated 
the 5th February, 1926 reserving one-third of the appointments for the 
minorities ? 

Sir Frank Noyce : Mr U C Dey was appointed because he had 
acted in lea^e vacancies both before and after the issue of the Circular 
referred to by the Honourable Member It does not appear that the 
instructions in that Circulai were followed when Mr A K Ghosh was 
appointed 

Non-employment of Muhammadans in the Imperial Library, Calcuttta 

43 ♦Mr Muhammad Rafique : (a) Is it a fact that one Babu U C 
Dey of the Imperial Library, Calcutta, resigned his post in December, 
1929 t 

(b) Has the post been filled up and, if so, by whom ? 

(r) Is it a fact that one Mr Wasim Hussain v^as recommended by 
the Public Service Commission for appointment as clerk m 
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the Imperial Library m place of the said Babu U C Dey, and that he has 
not been appointed by the Libiary Council in place of the said Babu 
U C Dey 1 

(d) If the answers to part (r) are m the affirmative, will Government 
please state the leasons for not appointing a Muhammadan, particularly 
when he was recommended by the Public Service Commission ? 

(e) Is the Imperial Library Council competent to set aside the recom- 
mendations of the Public Service Commission 1 

Sir Frank Noyce : (a) He resigned m November 1929 

(b) The post has not yet been tilled 

(c) Yes 

(d) The Council ot the Library was of opinion that it was nece^saiy 
to select from a wudei field It resohed that the Public SeiMce Com- 
mission should be requested to advertise the vacancy, stating that prefer- 
ence would be given to a member of a minority community and that if no 
suitable candidate was forthcoming it should be asked if it had any 
objection to the (/ouncil itself advertising and filling the vacancy The 
Council has achertised the ^a(*anc^ and it will be filled at its next 
meeting 

(e) The (juestion does not anse as the Council has acted wuth the con- 
currence of the Public 8eivice Commission 


Non-employment of Muhammadans in the Imperial Library Calcutta 


44 *Mr Muhammad Raftque : fu) Is it a fact 

(i) that Muhammadans are in a hopeless minoiity in the Imperial 
Library of Calcutta , and 

(ti) that no satl^factolv effort has been made in the appointments 
of the past 3 ^eais to remedy this state of affairs in 
^pite of the Home Depaitment Circular No F 176|25-Ests , 
dated the fith February, 1926 ? 

(6) If the replies to (i) and (n) of pait (a) are in the affirmative, 
are Government prepared to issue orders reserving all future recruit- 
ment tor Muhammadans tiU such time that they are adequately renre- 
sentecl on the staff *? ^ p 

Sir Noyce , (a) (i) Out of '27 posts of clerks and sorters 

two are nllea permanently and one temporarily bv Muslims 
(a) (n) No 


(h) Instructions base already been issued that duly qualified members 
of minoiitv communities, jncludnif; Muhammadans, should he appointed, 
when possible, without sacrifice of efficiency, in preference to members 
of those communities which are already fully represented on the staff 


Non-employment of Muhammadans in the Imperial Library, Calcutta, 

* 1 ®^ Raflque - (a) Is it a fact that foui temporary 

posts of clerks haie recently been vaiietioned for the Impeiial Library f 
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(6) IIow many Muhammadans have been taken in these posts ? 

(c) It sufficient representation has not been given to Muhammadans^ 
will Government please state reasons for their not doing so ? 

Sir Frank Noyce ; (a) Yes 

(6) The posts have not yet been filled 

(c) Does not arise 

Exclusion of Muhammadans from the CouNaL of the Imperial Library, 

Calcutta 

46. ‘Mr MuhamtnTd Rafique * v(/) Will Government please state 
by communities the composition of the Council for the Imperial Library 
of Calcutta which was formed in 1929 t 

(h) Is it a fact that Muhammadans have been totally excluded from 
the Council of the Imperial Library and, if so, will Government please 
state reasons for doing so ? 

(( ) Will Oovornment ])lease state the special reasons, if any, for giving 
two seals to the Calcutta University on the Imperial Library Council 
in preference to other Universities ^ 

Sir Frank Noyce ; (a) The Council of the Imperial Library, as at 
present constituted, consists of six Europeans and two Hindus 

(h) Muslims are not excluded from the Council, but it has just 
happened that none of them is a Muslim 

(c) Two seat«; on the Council have been allotted to the Calcutta Uni- 
versity, owing to the importance of the Librarv to that Universitv con- 
sequent on its location in Calcutta. 

Appointment of Muhammadans to the Staff of the Zoological Survey 

OF India 

47 '^‘Mr Muhammad Rafique : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state in a tabular form the total number of the permanent employees, 
both in the gazetted and the non-gazetted ranks, in the Zoological Survey 
of India by communities fiom 1920 to date ? 

(b) If the number of the Muslims has decrea^^ed during these years, 
will Government state the reasons therefor, and the steps they propose 
to take in order to remedy this defect in future ? 

Mr G S Bajpai : (a) A statement is placed on the table 

ih) The decrease by one in the number of Muslims on the non-gazetted 
^taff during the current year is d\>e to the retirement of a Laboratory 
Assistant The vacancy was filled by a tanning expert for special work 
in the taxidermist section He bad received special training for 
the work I may add, however, that Government propose to look into 
the question of appointments to the gazejtted and non-gazetted staff of 
the Zoological Survey of India 
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Appointment OF Muhammadans to the Staff op the Zoological Survey 

OF India. 

48. *Mx Muhammad Rafique ; (a) it a fact that a temporary 
vacancy occurred recently m the Zoological Survey of India on account 
of proceeding on leave out of India of the permanent Superintendent 
of flie Department ? 

(/;) If it IS -so, will Government be pleased to stat^ why the claims of 
a Muhammadan, who has been officiating for the last five years, have been 
ignored and an outsider, non-Muhammadan, has been taken in the 
vacancy ? 

(c) Was due public it;y gi\en to the said vacancy ? If not, why 
not ? 

(d) Are Goveinment piepaied to considei the desiiability of getting 
all gazetted oi non-gazetted vacancies filled up m future, whether tem- 
porarv or peinuinent, through the agency of the Public Service Com- 
mission, as IS done in other Departments ? 

Mr O S Bajpai : (a) Yes 

(h) The claims of the Muhammadan who had been officiating for the 
last 5 years were not ignored The Muhammadan gentleman m ques- 
tion IS still officiating in a vacancy caused by one of the Assistant 
Superintendents (Hindu) who proceeded on lea\e in 1929, and will 
continue to hold this officiating vacancy till Septembei 3, 1930, as the 
temporary vacancy caused hy the permanent Supeiiutendeiit proceed- 
ing on leave had, in view ot the recent discovery of a very profitable 
shed-fishery in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, to be filled by a 
Zoologist thoroughly acquainted with the marine fauna The Muham- 
madan office! ’s original oificiating appointment ^^as vice the Director 
Zoological Survey of India, who proceeded on leave on the 23rd March, 
1929 The term of this appointment would have expired on the 11th 
January, 1930, but in order to give him more time to complete his studies 
on the Fleas, he was iran^teried to officiate tor one of the Hindu 
Assistant Supeiintendents 

(c) No The vacancy was temporary and the Director, Zoological 
Survey of India, who is in touch with all piominent Zoologists in India, 
selected the best qualified man The officer selected by him was a 
Lecturer in Zoology in the Royal Institute of Science, Bombay, and a 
Ph.D of Cambridge and has had six years practical experience of marine 
biological work in India as well as Europe 

(d) Permanent vacancies in the gazetted staff are filled on the advice 
of the Public Service Commission Temporary vacancies in the gazet- 
ted staff and all non-gazetted vacancies are filled by the Director, 
Zoological Survey of India I have already informed the Honourable 
Member that Government propose to examine the question how far it is 
feasible to secure the adequate representation of the minority communi- 
ties m the Zoological Survey of India The results of this examination 
cannot be anticipated 
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Appointment of Muhammadans to the Staff of the Zoological Survey 

OF India 

49 *Mr Muhammad Rafique * (a ) Is it a fact that the only Muslim 
gazetted officer who has been working m the Zoological Survey of India 
since October, 1925, in a series of temporary and officiating vacancies has 
been refused the next officiating chance ? 

(b) In case the answer to part (a) be in the affiimative, will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state the reasons for getting rid of the only Muham- 
madan officer on the staff ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the work ot the Muhammadan officer has been 
appreciated many a time by thr* permanent Director, but that when 
there is a prospect of a permanent vacancy m the near future, he has 
been turned out of the Department ? 

Mr G S Bajpai : (a) and (h) I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the answer given by me to parts (a) and (b) of his immediately 
preceding question 

(c) The woik of this officer on Ticks and Fleas has been satisfactory 
I have already explained to the Honourable Member that this officer is 
still in Government employ If a permanent vacancy occurs in the 
Zoological Survey of India his claims will undoubtedly be considered 
in filling it 

Appointment of Muhammadans to the Staff of the Zoological Survey 

OF INDIA 

60 *Mr Muhammad Raflque : (n) Is it a fact that seven new non- 
gazetted posts were added to the staff of the Zoological Survey of 
Indm in Apiil, 1929 ? 

(b) Were any Muhammadans taken in these posts t If not, why 

not ? 

(c) How many Muhammadans did actually apply for these posts and 
what were their qualifications ? 

(d) What* are the qualifications possessed by the men actually 
appointed f 

(e) In ease the qualifications of an> of the men appointed to the said 
posts be inferior or equal to those of the Muhammadan applicants, will 
Government be pleased to state the reasons for preferring non-Muham- 
madans over Muhammadans 1 

Mr. O 8. Bajpai ; (a) Yes 

(b) No No suitable Muhammadan candidates applied 

(c) and (d) Thirteen A statement showing the qualifications of 
these thirteen Muslim candidates as well as of those appointed is placed 
on the table A comparison of the qualifications of thoae appointed 
with the qualifications of the Muslim applicants wilb show that the 
selected candidates had the higher technical qualifications 

(e) Honourable Member would observe from the statement I am lay- 
ing on the table that the selected candidates were superior to those 
rejected 
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Hit of Muhammadan appltcanta vnth their qtMhficatione for the seven vaoanciee 

occurred *n 19B9 

For the posts of Laboratory Assistants 

1 Mr Badruddtn Hasan Zuben* — Passed the High School examination in 

1024, the Intermediate examination in 1926 and the BSc examination m 
1028 with Chemistry, Botany and Zoology as my subjects from the 
Aligarh University each in the first division, standing second in order 
of njifit in the High School examination and first m the Intermediate 
and BSc examinations ” 

2 Asadulla Khan — * ‘ I am a youngman of 23 with active habits and hard work 

mg I appeared in the B Sc examination of the Muslim University held 
in the month of April, with Zoology as one of my subjects I am sure 
to got through ” 

3 M uzaff a'i udthn Taha — “ I passed the Matriculation examination of the Cal 

( uttu University in the first division and studied up to 2nd year into Inter 
mediate of ftcieiue (I B< ) class in the Presidency College ” 

4 Aslvtq Ah Quraishy — “ I appeared in the BSc exanimation of the Aligarh 

Muslim University held in April 1929 I hope to get through My 
optional subjects in the BSc were Zoology, Botany and Chemistrj ” 

5 Abdul Hannd Khan — ‘‘ I am working in the Department of Zoology, Muslim 

Universitv, Aligarh, as Laboratory Assistant since 1011 I am well 
versed in the srt of Taxidermy, preparation of skeletons, mounting and 
pieservation of specimens ’’ 

6 Abdur Jiahman — “ I passed the BSc examination with Chemistry, Physic# 

and Mathematns m the year 1928 troni the Calcutta University" 

7 Jamd Ahmed — " I passed the BSc examination taking Zoology, Botany 

and Chemistry, in the 2nd division from the Muslim University, Aligarh 
in 1024 At present studying MA and Law m this University " 

8 Sped llusldaq Ah — " I passed my Matriculation examination m 1922 in 

second division I passed my Intermediate Science examination in second 
division in 1924 getting a distinction in Zoology for which I was awarded 
n gold modal by the Vice Chancellor of the University (Aligarh Muslim 
t^iiiversity) I passed ray BSc degree examination and was placed m 
the second division with asterisk temping the list of successful examinees 
I woikcd for some months in the Government Agricultural College under 
the Entomologist I also worked as Demonstrator in the Department of 
Zuology, Musbm University, Abgarh " 

9 Mohd AiavUah FaA\ — ** I have appeared in the BSc examination with 

Zoology, Botany and Chemistry as my subjects I hope that I will get 
through as I have some papers quite satisfactory " 

For the posts of Gallery A^siitacts, 

10 Nadir Hossain Sircar — “ I completed the course of the B Se examination with 
Physics, Chemistry, and Mathematics I have got office experience having 
served as a clerk of the District Inspector of Schools, Murshidabad I 
hi.vc got a f.iir knowledge in Persian I possess a good physic and 
cicle expart ", play football and other indigenous and foreign 
games " 

11 Shaikh Abdul BoUm— “ I read up to the Matne standard and have for 

some time worked os an engraver m Ammunition Factory at Bum Dum 
and also worked for some time as a draftsman as well as clerk to some 
pleaders " 

12 Kaiti Golom Nabu — " I have read up to the Matriculation standard of the 

Calcutta University, and have fair knowledge m English and Urdu " 

13 M A bdul Faia — * * X have picked up a fairly good knowledge of English and 

Urdu Since my early years I naVe been to the Museum tunes without 
uuniber and it has been my habit to take a keen interest in all sorts of 
things Besides I have always taken part in sports and I am a young boy 
of active habits " 
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Qualifications of the selected candidates for the seven vacancies occurred tn 19IS9. 
Foe Tin posts or Labo \roRY Assistants 

1 J L> Bhadurt . — I passed the Matriculation and Intermediate Science 
exannuatioiis of the Calcutta University in the first division in the year® 
1920 and 1922 respectively 1 obtained the B 8c degree in 1924 and 
oicapicnl the first place in the first class honours in Zoology The post- 
graduate Jubilee scholarship, tenable for two years, was accordingly 
awarded to me In my M 8c examination in Zoology, held in the year 
1926, I topped the list of successful candidates, and was placed first m 
the second class, no one securing first class that year Since then I have 
been engaged as a Teaching Assistant in the Zoology Department of the 
Calcutta University, and 1 am at present drawing a monthly salaiy of 
140 One of m;y duties is that of demonstration work both in the 
Undergraduate and Postgraduate Practical classes Since my appoint- 
ment in the Uiiiversit} 1 have been carrying on rescMrch work Titles 
of papers already published and in the course of preparation are attached 
Besides anatomical work J have been studying the systematic Anuran 
fauna of Bengal in the Indian Museum I am thoroughly conversant 
with the theor> and practice of Zoological technique in all, its branches, 
including microtome work, staining, slide preparation, etc ” 

Hindu M 8e of the Calcutta University Possess considerable ex- 
perience in Zoological technic]ue and already published some papers on 
the results of his original research m Zoology 

2. M N, Daita — I am a research scholar in the Zoology Department of the 
Allahabad University and got the Empress Victoria Readership of Rs 100 
per mouth for 3 jears During this time I have written two reseuich 
papers, (i) ‘ On Echtuorhyuchus robusiuft (n sp ) from common crows 
of Allahabad (ti) ‘ On i ucan species of Acanthocephala from a com 
mon fish Maoioms guho of Calcutta ’ At present i am engaged in 
ieseur<h work on the lutestmal parasites of birds and fishes for the 
senes of papers on ‘ New series ’ oi i,\cauthocephalen parasites of 
North India I have got thorough knowledge ot Zoological technique 
including Microphotography, Microtomy, preparation of microscopical 
slides, presenring and mountmg zoological specimens I have passed the 
M Sc exaimnation of the Allahabad University from the Agra College in 
the 1924 m the II dinsion and stood second m order of merit in the 
irniAirsitv I hnve pn'^sed the B Sc ex immation of tuis cniversity 
with Zoology, Botau> md Cliemistry as compulsory subjects and otood 
1st, 2nd and 3rd in ordei of meiit in the Universitj practical examina 
tiOBb in these subjects respectively I have won many prizes m the open 
ccmpetitioiis of the Agra Stientihc Association for the preparation of 
mi( roscopieal slides of Botaimal md Zoological specimens I served as 
a Demonstrator in Biolog> in the Agra College for 3 vears (1921 1924) 
and after taking the M Sc degree T served as a Senior Demonstrator on 
Zoolog;^ in the St John ’s College, Agra ” 

Hindu M Sc of the Allah ibad University Pulh qualified and ex- 
perienced in zoological technique Already published some papers oh the 
results of his original research 

3. JT. N Das — ** I passed the Matriculation and I Sc examinations of the 
Calcutta University in the first division in the years 1921 and 1923 
respectively I obtained second class honours in Zoology in my BSc. 
examination held in 1925 standing second in order of merit 1 passed 
the M Sc examination m Zoology in 1927 and occupied the first posi- 
tion in the first Division ^ was awarded the University prize and two 
gold medals, the University and Brahmamohan Mulllck, the latter for 
standing first in the whole thesis group of the UiiiTertity. Since the 
publication of the results of the University M.Sc. extyninatien I have 
been carrying on research work on Protozoology and wag granted the 
Tf^niversity Research Scholarship for the session 1928 29 I possess a 
thorough knowledge of the microtome technique, slide preparations and 
nil other laboratory work- ’ ' 

L6CPB(LA) C 
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Hindu (Depr eased Class) MSc of the Calcutta University Tno- 
roufrhly experienced and competent m all branches of zoological tech- 
ni<|uc 

4 J C Fernandez — I am at present Senior Taxidermist in the Gort 

Mnsfum, Madras, and have put in a service of about 19 years here 
Bi the Director of the Swiss Zoological Expedition to South India he 
was recommended as follows — ** Ho combines great ability in the Zoolo 
gical Field work with vivid personal interest and he proves an mde 
pendent, resourceful and indefatigable worker Last but not least we 
are glad to mention he is a good character and thoroughly trustworthy 
person We are very obliged to the Government Museum in Madras to 
have allowed Mr Feriiander to join our Expedition ” 

Indian Chnattan. Highh qualified m the art of Taxidermy, Animal 
Anatomy, Modelling, Preseiving zoological specimens and painting them 
111 natural colour ^ 

Fok the Fosib OF Gallehy Assistants 

5 M. N Acharjte — “ I took my B Sc degree from the University (College of 

Silence, Calcutta, in having Zoology as one of my subjects, and in 

]i)28 r passed M Sc examination of the same University in Anthropology 
and was placed in the second class ” 

M Sc of the Calcutta Universiti Hindu, In addition to qualifies 
tions 111 Zoology has a sound training in Anthropology as well 

0 J" V Majumdar — “ I am serving as a Laboratory Assistant for the last two 
>cure under the Imlian Research Fund Association in the Protozoology 
Iiepartment at the Calcutta School of Tropical Medicine ” Lt Col R 
Knowles, IMS, of the Protozoology Departnieiit of the Calcutta School 
, of Iropical Medicine recommended Babu J N Majumdar as “ has 

done verj good work in this Department during the last two years'’ 

Hindu The candidate was selected for special practical experience in 

Pioto/oologv 

7 (r. Mat that — I am an Indian Christian I passed the School Leaving Cor 
tificate Examination of the Madras Universit;) in the year 1927 As for any 
training in Zoologv, 1 beg to submit, that in the curriculum of studies 
prescribed for the English School Leaving Certificate, students are requiied 
« to have a general kiiO'c ledge of zoology, geology and botany, which 

came undei the section ' Natural Stud\ ’ and as such I had to stud} 
these subjects foi three years, and for which J had special bisto 1 
might udcl in this connection, that in the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 

where I am woikmg at present, has a miniature museum 

V here I ha\e had occasion to notice the curious articles, zoological and 
nnthiopological specimens at the Society s monthly and annual meetings 
whereb} I have gained sufficient knowledge to arrange and exhibit things 
in a Gallery ” 

Indian Christian Possesses an excellent preliminar} tr.iinmg m zoolo 
gy and inthropolog} 

Appointment of Muhammadans to the Stafi of the Zoological Survey 

OF India 

51 *Mr. Muhammad Raftque : (a) Will Government kmdly state 
the number of the menial employees employed in the Zoological Survey 
of India by commumties ? 

(b) In case the Muhammadans are inadequately represented on the 
staff, are Government prepared to take necessary steps to stop the re- 
cruitment of members of the non-Muhammadan communities until such 
time the Muhammadans get the due* share ? 

Mr O. S Bajpai : (a) A statement giving the information required 
is laid on the table 

(b) Government will examine the question as to what steps can be 
taken to give adequate representation to minority communities on the 
menial staff of the Zoological Surx’ey of India 



Statemeru showing the toted number of Mentals employed tn the Zoological Suney of India, by 
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Appointment op Muhammadans to the Staff of the Zoological Survey 

OP India 

52 *Blr Mnhammad Raflque : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state how many officiating and permanent vacancies, both m the gazetted 
and the non-gazetted ranks, have occurred in the Zoological Survey of 
India since January, 1930, and how they have been filled up ? 

{h) Were these posts advertised ? If not, why not ? 

(c) Were any Muhammadans taken m these posts ? If not, why 
not ? 

Mr O. 8 Bajpai • (a) Permanent vacancies — 

Gazetted appointments — Nil 

Non gazetted appointments —1 , a Hindu was appointed 

Officiating vacancies — 

Gazetted appointments — 1 , a Parsee was appointed 

Non-gazetted appointments — 12 , of these 3 were not filled up, 
7 were filled by temporary promotion within the depart- 
ment, 2 were filled up by outsiders Both were Hindus 
with special qualifications 

(6) The posts were not advertised as advertising vvoiiJd have meant 
delay 

(c) No Muhammadans weie taken as none possessing suitable qualifica- 
tions \\as known to the Director, Zoological Survey of India 1 have 
already informed the Honourable Member that the question will be 
looked into 

Appointment op Muhammadans to the Staff of the Zoological 
Survey of India 

53 *Mr. Muhammad Rafique (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state the number of vacancies, both in the gazetted and the non-gazetted 
ranks, that were filled up during the periods when the Hindu permanent 
Superintendent of the Zoological Snivey of India officiated as its 
riirector ? 

^ {h) Were any posts given to Muhammadans ? If so, will Govern- 

ment please state the number and the names of persons holding the posts f 

^ (c) In case no vacancies were filled up by the appointment of Muham- 

madans, or they were taken in an inadequate number, do Government 
propose to make inquiries about the responsibility of the said officer for 
the cause ? 

(d) Is it a fact that, since the appointment of the said officer in 1920, 
not a single Muhammadan has been permanently taken both m the 
gazetted and the non-gazetted ranks t 

(e) If the answers to parts (c) and (d) be in the affirmative, are Gov- 
^ment prepared tp consider the advisability of appointing a non- 
Hindu to the post of the Director when the next opportunity arises ? 

. Mr. O. 8 Bajpai : (a) A statement giving the information required 
is placed on the table 



QtncsnoNs and answers 


1^1 

(h) One temporaty gazetted appointment was filled by a Muhammadan, 
Mr Mohammad Sharif. 

(c) Non-gazetted permanent appointments were filled after advertise- 
ments and full consideration of the qualifications of applicants Officiat- 
ing vacancies were filled by the officiating Director with the most 
suitable persons known to him 

(d) Yes This, however, is merely a coincidence and has nothing to 
do with the appointment of the peimanent Hindu Superintendent to the 
Zoological Survey of India m 1920 

(e) Honourable Member may rest assured that in making appointments 
to the headship of a department Government will pay due regard to 
the importance of securing an officer who counts impartiality among his 
qualifications 

FMcancte« the Gazetted and Non gazetted ranks of the Zoological Survey of India that were filled up during 
the periods when Hindu Superintendent officiated as Director 

From 15th May 1924 to 26th July, 1925 


Gazetted I Non gazetted 


Permanent 

Temporary j 

Permanent 

1 Temporary 

Vacancy 

How filled up 

Vacancy j 

How filled ' 
«P 1 

Vacancy 

How filled up 

Vacancy j 

How filled up. 

1 

1 

1 (Sikh) ap 
point^ by 
the Govern* 
mentof In 
dis 

1 

1 

1 Notfillod 
up 

1 

1 



28 

i 

1 

13 (outaidem) 
Hindua 

6 temporary 
promotion 
within the 
Department 

10 not filled. 


From 1st July, 1927 to 29th September, 1927 


Gazetted. 

NoO'gaxetted 

Permanent. | 

Temporary 

1 

Permanent 

Temporary. 

Vacancy 

How filled up 

Vacancy 

How fiUed 
up 

Vacancy 

How filled np 

Vacancy. | 

How filled up. 



1 


* 


4 ^ 

1 

1 (outaider) 
Hindu. 

1 temporary 
promo t i o a 
wiUdik ^ 
De^parimeat. 
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Frm iSrd 1999 to 19tk January, im 



Gacetied. 

Non>gaaetted 

Permanent. 1 Temporary. 

( 

Permanent j 

Temporary 

Vacancy 

j 1 

How filled ' Vacancy j How fiJiled np 
up. 1 1 

Vacancy 

i How filled up Vacancy 

; 1 

1 

How filled up 


1 1 ! 1 Mnhamma* 

1 dan (out 

1 1 aider) 

1 

9 

1 6 Hindus 1 

^ 2 Indian 

Christians j 

i 

19 

8 Hindus 

7 temporary 
promo 1 1 0 n 
withm the 
Department 


: i 


1 Depressed | 
Class (Hindu) 


4 not filled up 


Pate of Sadhu Sundar Singh 

54 *The Revd. J. 0 Chatter jee : (a) Are Government aware that 
Sadhu Sundar Singh, a Oiinstian Missionary well known and respected m 
India as well as m Europe, left on a missionary tour for Tibet over a year 
ago and has not been heard of since that time 1 

(h) Are Government aware that the complete absence of news from 
Sadhu Sundar Singh himself and the various rumours regarding his fate 
ha^e been causing deep anxiety to his co-religionists and admirers, and are 
Qo\ernment prepared to make inquiries regarding his safety, from the 
Tibetan Government, or through their own frontier officials ? 

Mr E B Howell : With your permission. Sir, I will answer both 
questions together Inquiries were made last year by a Government 
officer who visited Tibet on duty but there was no trace of Sadhu 
Sundar Singh nor is there any proof that he ever entered Tibet 

Inquiries aic however being made again this year and any infor- 
mation obtained will be communicated to the Honourable Member in 
due course 

The Revd J. 0 Ohatterjee Are Government aware that Sadhu 
Sundar Singh, before he started, definitely said that he was going into 
Tibet for a year’s tour ? 

Mr E B Howell : I was not previously aware of that fact. Sir. 

Appointment of Indians as Goods Inspectobs on the East Indian Railway. 

55 ’*'Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : (a) Will Government please state 
what IS the number of Goods Inspectors in the East Indian Railway and 
how many of them are Indians 1 

(h) If there is not a single Indian, what are the reasons for it ? 

Mr A A L Parsons : (a) There are four Goods Inspectors on the 
Beat Indian Railway. Two of them are statutory Indians. 
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(h) The posts are generally filled by seniority, and three of the men 
are the most senior subordinates in the Commercial Department of the 
East Indian Railway The fourth appointment is graded much lower 
than the other three, and is held by a man who was selected because 
he was considered specially suitable for the post 

Appointment op Indians as Station Masters of First Class Stations on 
THE East Indian Railway, 

56 •Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : (a) Will Government please state 
if Indians are eligible for appointment as station masters on first class 
railway stations on the East Indian Railway ? 

(5) Was any experiment tried ? 

Mr A A L Parsons • (a) Yes 

(5) It IS not a question for an experiment 

MiNiMUMf Educational Qualifications required for Railway Services. 

57 •Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : (a) Will Government please state 
what IS the minimum educational qualification for appointment in the rail- 
way services ^ 

(h) Who are exempted from this qualification 1 

Mr A A L Parsons : (a) The minimum qualifications for appoint- 
ments in the Superior Services arc laid down in the Regulations for 
Recruitment, copies of which are in the Library I shall be very pleased 
to send them to the Honourable Member if he would like to have them. 
The minimum qualifications for posts in the suboidinate and inferior 
ser\ices are prescribed generally by Agents of the railways and vary 
for posts of different character 

(5) Where a minimum qualification is prescribed it applies to all candi- 
dates 

Recruitment of “ A ” Grade Guards on the East Indian Railway 

58. •Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : (a) Will Government please state 
if the guards in the A ” grade of the East Indian Railway are recruited 
direct or are promoted from those in B grade ? 

(6) What are the qualifications for direct appointment in “ A 
grade T 

(c) What IS the total number of guards m “ B ’’ grade and how 
many of them are non-Indians ’ 

BIr. A A L Parsons . (a) Guards’ posts of “ A ” Grade, i.e., Grade 
I, are filled by promotion from lower grades of Guard, from other 
classes of staff and by direct recruitiqent 

(h) The mam quabfications required of a candidate for direct appoint- 
ment in Grade I as prescribed by the East Indian Railway are as 
follows 

(i) He must be of good physique and eye-sight, well set up, and of 
smart appearance 
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(m) He must be able to understand and express himseli easily and 
clearly in English and be able to write English with rea- 
sonable correctness and speed 

(m) He must possess mental alertness, powers of observation and a 
good memory 

(tv) He must be tactful and of good address and have decision of 
character 

(v) He mu>t possess the powei of conti oiling staff woiking under 
him 

(c) I have called foi the information and will communicate with the 
Honourable Member on its receipt 

Terms of Employment of Crewmen 

59. *Dr. Ziauddm Ahmad : (a) Will Government please state 
if it IS a fact that 

(a) Crewmen are allowed sick leave without pay only , 

Ciewmen are gueii one day off after working for 13 days , 

^r) Crewmen are not given the benefit of the Provident Fund ^ 

Mr. A. A. L Parsons : I presume the Honourable Member refers to 
the crewmen on the East Indian Raihvay The replies to the questions 

are 

(u) No Temporarv crewmen appointed prior to 1st September, 
1928, are granted leave m accordance with Supplementary 
Rule 285 Those appointed on or after 1st September, 
1928, are granted leave in accordance with Annexure II 
of the new Leave Rules promulgated with Railway Board’s 
Resolution No 8373-E , dated the 20th February, 1930 

(Zi) They are gnen 24 hours rest after 56 hours of work 

(c) Yes, as temporary employees are not allowed to subscribe to 
the Provident Fund 

Amalgamation of State-owned Railways. 

60 *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the reasons for building a number of railway stations and two Jumna 
bridges m close proximity in Agra f Is it not due to the competition of 
three different lines running into Agra ? 

(b) How much money do Government spend every year m adjusting 
the accounts of various railways owned by the Government ? 

(c) Have Government considered the desirabibty of amalgamating 
the State-owned railways into one common concern t 

hbr A A. L. Parsons : (a) The construction of the second bridge 
was necessitated by the Secretary of State’s decision that the East 
Indian Railway should be allowed direct access to the business quarter 
of Agra and to the Agra-Delhi Chord line The crossing of the nver 
by a new route some d^tance away from the former bndge entailed the 
provision of additional stations 
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Competitive considerations influenced, to a certain extent, the deci- 
sion to construct the new bridge 

(h) I am afraid the information is not procurable 

(c) Government do not consider the amalgamation desirable 

Principle adopted in fixing Third Class Railway Fares 

61 *Dr Ziauddm Ahmad (a) Are Government aware of the theory 
of railway economists that for the prosperity of a business it is best to 
look foi small profit per unit repeated several times on a large volume of 
business than to a large profit for unit on a small \olume of business 1 

{b) Have Government followed this principle m fixing the thud class 
rail ay fares ? 

(c ) Will Government be pleased to give reasons, supported by statistics, 
for fixing railway fares on distance scale ? 

Mr. A A L Parsons * (a) and (h) Government are aware of the 
theory that, subject to certain very necessary limitations, railway re- 
venues are more likely to be enhanced by low than by high rates Sub- 
ject to the limitations referred to, this principle is followed in fixing 
third cla^s tales 

(c) It IS believed that the incidence of railway rates for faies 
operates more against the development of long than of short distance 
traific and Indian Railw^ays, therefoie, generally concede a low^er basis 
of charge for passengers carried for long distances Statistics of the 
number and earnings of passengers earned for varying distances have 
no+ been maintained by Rsilwavs tor a snfticient number of years to 
enable conclusions to be arrived at as to the effect of the latest reduc- 
tionij in rates for long distances 

Occupation by Members, when the Legislature is not sitting, of Houses 
provided for them in Simla 

62 *Dr Ziauddin Ahmad : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
mention the number of houses built or purchased by them for the use of 
the ^lembers of the Legislative Assembly and the Council of State at 
Simla ? 

(6) Are the Members of the Legislative Assembly debarred from living 
in these houses at a time when the Legislative Assembly is not sitting, even 
if the houses are unoccupied and the Members are willing to pay full 
economic rent of the house ? 

(c) If so, w'ho has made this rule t 

(d) Was this rule made in the interest of the hotel proprietors of 
Simla ? If so, why ? 

(e) Are Government prepared to consider the question of changing 
the existing rule and make the houses available for the use of the Members 
of the Legislative Assembly if they happened to be vacant at a time when 
the Legislative Assembly is not in session ? 

Tile Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : (a.) 57 quarters have been 
built or set aside for the use of the Members of the Indian Legislature 
at Simla dunng the Session periods, viz., 20 quarters at Cart Road and 
37 at Longwood 
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{b) Not at Longwood, if they arc willing to pay rent for the whole sea- 
son. But Members are only permitted to occupy quarters at either 
place on payment of rent for the period of occupation if they are in 
Simla on duty 

(c) and (d) Prior to 1924 the Public Works Department attempted 
to obtain tenants for such quarters as remained empty , but this prac- 
tice was discontinued as Government felt that it interfered unneces- 
sarily with private enterprise 

(c) The question of changing the existing rules is under consideration 

Subscriptions collected through Salary Bills from Railway Employees 

63 oLieut -Colonel H A J Oidney : (1) Is it a fact that on various 
railways the following subscriptions, among others, are collected by the 
Railway Audit Department through the salary bills of railway employees 

(a) Mutual Benefit Fund , 

(b) Store’s Bill (where stores exist) , 

[c j Institute Bills (where Institutes exist) , 

(d) Credit and Loan Society refunds , 

(c) Medical Officer’s fees , 

(/; Court attachments on salaries , and 

(O) Cost of social functions, eg , Christmas trees, St Dunstans sub- 
scriptions, etc ? 

(2) Is it a fact that the Railway Board have definitely refused to 
consent to the collection of Railway Union subscriptions vta the salary bills 
of employees ? 

(3) If the answer to part (2) be in the affirmative, will Government 
reconcile their refusal in the one case and their acceptance, as a general and 
recognised measure, in the case of other deductions as enumerated in part 
( 1 ) ? 

Mr A A L Parsons : (1) Yes 

(2) Yes 

(3) As a railway union is an organisation independent of the 
railway, Government eonsider that it should make its own arrangements 
for the collection of subscriptions from its members 

Restoration of Stipends of Members of the Carnatic Family. 

64 ^Maulvi Mohammad Shafee Daoodi : (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state whether they have given effect to the resolution passed in 
th’s A'^bcmbly in January last recommending that the stipends of the mem- 
bers of the Carnatic Family who took part in the Khilafat Movement be 
restored to them with retrospective effect t 

{h > If no effect has yet been given in spite of the Government accept- 
ing it on the floor of the House, will t^ovemment kindly state the reasons 
for it ? 

Mr. B. B. Howell ; (a) No 

( h ) The matter has been under correspondence with the Madras Gov- 
ernment, which IS not yet concluded i 
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HaiUvi Sayyid Mnrtuia Saheb Bahadur : May I ask why, when a 
period of six months has rolled on, no reply has yet been received from 
the Government of Madras ? 

Mr. E B. Howell * T did not sa> that the Government of Madras 
had not replied , 1 said that the corrc'^pondence was not yet concluded. 

Mr. M K Acharya : Is there any cliaiice of the matter concluding 
at an early date ? 

Mr E B Howell : I )iope so, 8ir 

Maulvi Mohammad Shafee Daoodi : I believe. Sir, it is a Central 
subject Why then should the Go\ernment of Madras be consulted 
before a de(‘]sion is given effect to ? 

(No reply ^^as given) 

Maulvi Mohammad Shafee Daoodi • Sir, no answer is given to my 
qjuestion, uhich is a very reJevant question, I think 

Mr E B Howell * I think, Sir, in a matter of this importance it is 
obviously necessary to consult the Local Government befoie a final 
order can be given by the Government of India 

Mr S. C Mitra : Is It not a fact th it when tiie Government of India 
lecepted the responsibility of granting these allowances, they said thej^ 
would give very svmpathetic considerfition to the subject ? 

Mr. E B Howell : TIie> aic doing so 

Percentage of Burmans in the Irrigation Department. 

65 *17 Dwe Will Government be pleased to state the number 
of officers of the Indian Service of Engineers serving in the Irrigation 
Department, in various provinces m India including Burma, and specify 
the number of Barmans therein and their percentage to other nationali- 
ties ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : The information asked for by 
the Honourable Memlier is bf'ing collected and will be supplied to him 
separately 

Percentage op Burmans in certain Departments in Burma 

66 *17. Dwe Will Go^e.nmcnt be pleased to state the number 
Df officers serving in the following Departments in Burma and specify 
the number of Barmans, (a) in the superior services, (h) in the subordi- 
nate services, and (c) the percentage of Burmans to other nationalities : 

(1) Customs Department 

(2) Burma Railways 

(3) Audit and Accounts Department. 

(4) Posts and Telegraphs 

(5) Income-tax Department ? 

The Houourable 3ir George Schuster : The information asked for 
)y the Honourable l^ember is being collected and wiU be furnished to 
dm as soon as possible 
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Disbanded Burmese Eeoiments. 

67 *U. Dwe : Do Government contemplate to re-mobilise the dis 
banded Burmese regiments 1 Are Government aware of the strong desire 
expressed in Burma on that behalf ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : Since the strength of the post-war army wa^ 
fixed, only one Burmese unit, namely, a Sapper and Miner Company 
has been disbanded The reduction was due to the return of a Com 
pany from overseas, as the result of which the sanctioned strength o 
the army was exceeded b 3 " one Sapper and Miner Company The uni 
would be surplus to our actual requirements, and it would not there 
fore be justifiable to incur the expense of re-creating it 

Hardships of Burman Candidates for Training on the “ Dufferin 

68 •U Dwe Are Government aware of the hardships caused t( 
Burman candidates wishing to obtain entrance as pupilp into the Tiain 
mg Ship “ Dnflcrin ’’ by holding the Selection Board Examinations a 
Bombay ? If so, do Government propose to make arrangements for con 
ducting the selection of Burman candidates at Kangoon ? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy : Government have not receivei 
any representation on the subject and they are doubtful whether i 
would be possible to make arrangements for the selection of candidate 
from Burma at Rangoon They will, however, obtain the opinion of th 
Governing Boclj' of the Tiainmg Ship “ Dufferin ” by whom candi 
dates for admission to the Tiaining Ship aie selected at present on j 
consideration of the results of the entrance examination and of persona 
interviews 


Railway Connection between Burma and Siam 

69 •U Dwe Will Government be pleased to state when the; 
intend constructing the railway connection between Burma and Siam t 

Mr. A A. L Parsons : The possibility of constructing a railwa; 
connection between Burma and Siam is remote Investigations hav 
shown that the cost of such a connection would be high, and no ade 
quate return on the capital involved could be obtained 

Tenure of Office of Members of Provincial Governments. 

70. *U. Dwe Will Government be pleased to state what th< 
tenure of office of Executive Members of Provmcial Governments unde 
the Government of India Act is, and to state the authority for this ^ 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig : Members of a Goveru(*r^s Execu 
tive Council are appointed by His* Majesty by Warrant under the Roya 
Sign Manual There is no statutory provision limiting the term of offic 
of a Member of a Governor's Executive Council, but it is an accepte( 
principle that the tenure is limited ordinarily to five years unless it i 
expressly renewed or continued by His Majesty or by the Secretary o 
State for India. 



QUE8TIOWS AND ANSWERS. 


269 


Employment of Burmans on the Public Sbrviob Commission 

71. *17 Dwe * (a) Will Government be pleased to state how many 
Burmans there are on the Public Services Commission ? If the answer 
IS in the ne^rativc, will Government kindly state what attempts have be*^n 
made to s(‘cuio the services of Burmans, and if such attempts ha\e been 
made, why no Burmans have so far been secured as members of the Com- 
mission ? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state if they intend to constitute 
a separate Public Services Commission for Burma t If so, when , if not, 
^vhy not 1 

The Honourable Mr H. Q Haig : (a) There is no Burman on the 
Public Service Commission 11 is not possible to provide tor represen- 
tation of jirovinees on the Commission 

(b) Under the Classitieation Rules which have recently been pub- 
lished It IS now open to the Local Legislature of any Governor’s pro- 
\ince to make lai\s for the establishment of a commission to regulate 
Ihe public services ot the province 

Appointment of Muhammadans as Superintendents of Post Offices 

IN Madras 

72 •Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi (a) Will Government 
be pleased to state when the last nominations of departmental candidates 
for the examination for the post of Superintendent of Post Offices were 
made from the Madras Presidency ? What was the total number of these 
nominations, and how many were Muhammadans among the randidates 
so nominated ? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state whether nominations of de- 
paitinental candidates for the abo\e examination w^ere made this year t 
If so, how many were selected to sit for the examination from the Madras 
Presidnicy, and hoA\ many were Muhammadans among the candidates so 
selected ? 

(c) Will Government please state how manj" Muhammadan candidates 
were reconimcnded this yeai for nomination by the Presidency Post 
Master, Madras, and by the Divisional Supermtedents ? Plow many of 
them were selected ^ If none, ^^by t 

(d) Are Government aware of a resolution passed by the Madras 
Presidency Muslim League on the lOth February, 1930, pointing out the 
inadequate representation of the Muslim community in the higher offices 
of the Postal Department m the Presidency of Madras, and urging Govern- 
ment to recognise the claims of Muslims m the future nomination of candi- 
dates for the examination of Superintendents of Post Offices in the Madras 
Presidency ? 

Blr. H. A. Sams : («) I am obtaining the information and will fur- 
nish it to the Honourable Member in due course. 

(b) Yes, Two of the candidates nominated from the Madras Circle 
have been selected to appear at the next examination. None of them 
is It Muhammadan 
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(c) Only two Muhammadan candidates were recommended to t 
Postmabter-General, Madras, for nomination, one by the Presiden 
Postmaster, Madras, and the other by a Divisional Superintendei 
They were not, however, nominated by the Postmaster-General becau 
one of them was over 36 years of ai?e, \vhu*h was the limit of age pr< 
cribcd for th«se candidates, and had poor educational qualificatioi 
while the other was too junior in service and lacked experience 

{d) Yes As selection to appear at the Supermtendentb’ exumiii 
tioii affords an opportunity of accelerated promotion to the staff, tl 
nomination is not effected on a communal basis but on the selection 
the best 

Mr. Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi May I ask if the Honourab 
Member will give me the infoimation during the sittings of this A 
sembly or after it is dissolved ^ 

Mr H A Sams ; Will the Honourable Member kindly repeat h 
question 1 

Mr. Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi Will the Honourable Memlx 
supply me with the information during the life of this Assembly or aft< 
itb dissolution t 

Mr. H A Sams : 1 hope to be able to give it during tiie life of th 
Assembly 

t73 ♦ 


The Armed Raid at Chittagong 

74. *Rai Bahadur S, 0. Dutta : (a) Will Government place befor 
the liCgislalive Assembly a statement, describing the armed outbreak a 
Chittagong, the operations carried on against the insurgents and the lesult 
achwed so far, including the casualties on both sides 7 

{b) What lb the Government estimate of the number of insurgent- 
concerned in the entire operations ? 

(c) How many motor and other conveyances were employed by th( 
insurgents during the course of the operations ♦ Have Governmeni 
traced the owneis and drivers of these vehicles ? How many of these 
drivers have been killed and by whom T Do Government propose to prosecute 
any of these owners and drivers ^ 

(d) Is it a correct information that numbers of licensed guns were 
used in the operations ? IIow many licensed guns were missing and hovi 
many have been recovered f Do Government propose to take any steps 
against any of these licencees ? 

(e) How many insurgents have been captured during the course of 
operations, while fighting or fleeing or concealing with arms and how 
many have been arrested on suspicion, with or without arms ? Do 
Government’ propose to bring any of.them to trial ? 

(/) What was the strength of the armed sentries deputed to guard 
armouries at the time of the attack t What steps have Guv'emment 
taken or propose to take to strengthen the forces for protection of such 
armouries and Government treasuries in future against such attacks f 


tBee pages 280 — 81 
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ig) Apart from the action of the Local Government, what special 
steps have the Government ot India taken in this matter ? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G Haig : I regret that the Government of 
India are not m possession of material fioni which a complete reply can 
be given to the Honourable Member’s question A number of com- 
muniques were issued by the Government of Bengal shortly after the 
outbreak which gave the main facts of tlie case. 1 add to this the follow- 
ing information. The number of insurgents concerned in the 
actual outbreak is estimated at about one hundred Sixteen were 
killed in the operations and tour cipturcd ot whom two subsequently 
died One hundred and twelve persons have been ariested on sus- 
picion of having been concerned in the conspiracy, including twenty- 
nine arrested in the connected case at Feni The numbei ot insurgents, 
engaged in the actual outbreak who are still at large is believed to be 
twenty-three The accused in the case will be tried by a tribunal under 
the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Part Continuance) Act, 1930 
The trial is fixed to commence on the 16th July. 

Further details referred to m the Honourable Member’s question 
will no doubt be dealt with m the final report which the Government of 
Bengal will submit after the completion of the enquiry they propose to 
hold I will forward a eop> ol tin* ilonouiiible Member’s question to 
the Local (io\eiiiment vith refeience to that enquiry 

The Sholapur Disturbances 

76 Bahadur S. 0 Dutta * (a) Will Government inform the 

House of all the incidents ot the Sholapiu disturbances, day by day, 
from the beginning to the assumption of the control of the eit> by the 
military liulhonties ? 

(Z>) Was theie any oidei passed under section 144 of the Code of 
Ciiminal Piocedure at Sholapur, and if so, what were its terms, on what 
date was it promulgated, by whom was it passed, and what were the 
reasons— facts and ciicumstances, — justifying the same? Foi what 
time was it to operate ? 

(c) Was the order under -ection 144, effective or w^as the application 
of the provisions of Chapter IX furtliei toimd necessary ? 

(d) Was any assembly ordered to disperse under the provisions of 
that chapter ? If so, on how many occasions and with what effect ? 

(e) Was the crowd in Sholapur fired at in order to disperse them, 
and on how many occasions ? Who vas the officer in each case that 
ordered the assembly to disperse, and for what reasons and under what 
circumstances ? What was the time given to dispeise, and what was the 
number of the crowd m each case, after what interval ? In each case, 
of order to disperse, was actual force used, and if so, what was the nature 
of the force used in the first instance ?' Was firing resorted to in the first 
instance, if so, under what' justification, and under what authority ? 

(/) Was the force that was used under section 128 (cml force) 
or unde^,, section 129 (military force) f Was the firing also part of 
civil forqe t Was there, ^ong the party that actually fired, any officer 
or soldier in His Majesty’s 'army or a volunteer enrolled under tfi# 
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Volunteers Act f What was the actual status of the different sections 
of the parties that actually fired f 

{g) Who was the officer m each case that ordered the firing ? Was 
any fresh warning given before fire was opened ? Was the crowd in- 
formed that thpv will be fired at unless they dispersed ? Were they 
informed of any time limit within which they were to disperse on pam 
of being fired at ? If so what was the time limit and the size of the crowd 
in each case ? 

{h) Was not quiet restored in the city before control was made over 
to the military ? 

(i) Who was the officer responsible for making over the control to 
the military t Was the Bombay Government consulted beforehand t 
If not, why not 1 Was any information given to the Bombay Government 
or the Government of India before the control was taken by the military 
on the 12th of Ajiril t On what date was the assent of the Bombay 
Government given 1 On what date w^as the Government of India informed 
and on w'hat date was the Martial Law Ordinance promulgated ? 

(j) What were the reasons for the making over the control to the 
military 1 

(k) Was the patrolling of the streets by the volunteers of the 
Congress or the party of civil resistance the only ground for making 
over the control of the cit> to the military or introduction of martial 
law 1 What w^as the strength of the Congress volunteers m the city T 
Is there any truth m the statement made in the Statesman of Calcutta 
that the military authorities refused to help the civil authorities in 
restoring or maintaining order unless full control was made ovei to 
them 1 If so, who was the officer or authority responsible for this 
attitude and what was the justification for the same 1 

The Honourable Mr. H O Haig . (1)1 would refer the Honour- 
able Member to the communique issued by the Government of Bombay 
on the 19th of May, which contains the greater part of the information 
he desires 

(2) In regard to part (A j of the question, the District Magistrate 
of Sholapui, for the reasons given m the communique, handed ovei the 
control of the situation to the military authorities at 8-30 p.m , on the 
12th of May He had informed the Bombay Government that afternoon 
of his intention, and the latter on the same evening approved of his 
action The Government of India received information the next morn- 
ing, and the Sliolapur Martial Law Ordinance was promulgated on the 
15th of May 

(3) In regard to part {h) of the question, section 128, Criminal Pro- 
cedure Code, w^as enacted in its present foim in 1882 Government do 
not propose to amend seel ion 128 and section 129 of the Code m the 
direction indicated 


Flogging. 

76 *Rai Bfidiadur 8 0. Dutta : Is flogging a punishment prescribed 
in the martial law regulations promulgated at Sholapur t It so, for what 
offencqs t Have Government come to know that this mode of punishment 
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IS considered very abhorrent m this country and is being resented as 
being unsuitable tor political offences and insulting from a foreign Govern- 
ment ? Do Government proxiose abolishing such punishment ? 

The Honourable Mr H G Kaig c ol Hit ^holapui Martial 
Law Ordinance ot 1930 and ot the Maitial Law Regulations made there- 
under have been placed in the Libraiy ot the House From section 8 
of the Ordinance and Martial L<u\ Kegulation No 3 it will be seen that 
no offender could be sentenced to whipping unless he had used cnminal 
force m the commission of the offence ioi whicii he was convicted and 
that a sentence ot whipping could not be passed in addition to any othei 
punishment Since maitial law is no longer in force in ISholapur, no 
question aiises ot amending the Regulations in the diiection suggested 
by the Honourable Member 

Disturbance at Peshawar 

77 *Rai Bahadur S. 0. Dutta . (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state the results of the inquiry that has been directed into the affairs at 
Peshawar and the trial by court-martial of certain soldiers charged with 
disobedience ? What was the number of persons killed and wounded on 
that date on both sides ? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to give an up-to-date statement of all 
the principal incidents at Peshawar ? 

(c) Why did not Government appoint any Hindu or any non-ofiicial 
lawyer in the committee ot inquiry ? 

The Honourable Mr. H O Haig (a) and (6) I would invite the 
Honourable Member’s attention to the finding of the Court Martial in 
the case to winch he refers, and as regards the incidents at Peshawar to 
the communique issued by the Government of India on the 5th of May 
and to the Report of the Peshawiir Enquiry Committee and the Resolu- 
tion thereon issued by the Government ot India recently 

(c) Government considered that a committee consisting of two 
High Court Judges was the most suitable 

Dr Ziauddin Ahmad May I ask, Sir, if the Honourable Member 
will ciiculate the Report of the Sulamian Inquiry Committee among the 
Membeis of the Legislature f 

The Honoiirable Mr H. G Haig . If Honourable Members generally 
desire to have a copy of the Report, I am sure Gov^eniment will be very 
glad to circulate it , but we do not want to circulate it unnecessdiily 
I am entirely in the hands of the House 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad Have the Government accepted the majority 
opinion or the minority opinion in that Report ? 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig I think it is difficult to have a 
majority and a minority in a Committee consisting of two only 

Dr Ziauddin Ahmad I understand that in case^of equality of 
votes, the Chairman has got a second vote. Therefore, the opinion of the 
Chairman is the opinion of the majority 

Bfr President : That is not a question 
Ii60PB(IiA) D 
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Mr M. A Jinnah : May I know, Sir, whether the Government think, 
and whether they are satisfied, that the influence of this Report and the 
provisional opinions which they have expressed is enough to restore 
peace in that pro\ince ^ Or do they propose to take some further steps 
in the matter 1 

The Honourable Mr. H G Haig : The Report, Sir, I think, clears 
up a very unfortunate incident. But that m itself, of course, is not 
sufficient to restore peace m the province Foi that purpose, othei mea- 
sures are being adopted and, 1 believe, are meeting with very consider- 
able success 

Mr M. A. Jinnah : Are the Government prepared immediately to 
consult some leading men of that province and othei Mussalmans who 
may be available in Simla, and in consultation with them to take imme- 
diate necessary steps to restore haimony and peace in that proMiice T 

The Honourable Mr H Q. Haig * I think the steps which the 
Honourable Member suggests, namely, consultation with leading men 
in the province, not here in Simla, have been taken and are being pur- 
sued actively in the Frontier Province 

Dr Nand Lai : Has the political condition of Peshawar impioved a 
bit now ? 

The Honourable Mr H. G Haig . That, Sir, is most certainly mv 
information and belief 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah : What 1 wanted to know was whether the Gov- 
ernment are prepared to avail themselves of the representative men, 
particularly the Members of this House who are present, and in con- 
sultation with them to devise measures to restore peace in that pro- 
vince 1 

The Honourable Mr H, G Haig . I am suie the Government will be 
only too pleased to receive an^ suggestions from Honourable Members 
or others who are here pieseiit m Simla , but the real work of concilia- 
tion has to be done m the Frontier Province For that purpose recently 
an Honourable Member of the Governor General’s Council (Sir Pazl-i- 
Husain) went up and consulted the Chief Commissioner, and I under- 
stand that the conclusions reached were very satisfactory and that the 
tone and temper in tlie piovince is much iniproved 

Mr M A Jinnah I want to know definitely from Government 
I have no doubt that the Government are doing their utmost and e\erv- 
thing that can be done from the official point of view has been done 
But my specific question is this Are you going to take some definite 
step and avail j ourself of the services of some representative men wdio 
are in Simla now to be associated with the Government to take some 
steps which might even make the position better than it is at present ? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G Qaig : It is a little difficult for me to 
answer that question, because the ordinary administration of the Fron- 
tier Province is not a matter wdiich concerns the Home Department It 
^s primarily the concern of the Foreign and Political Department, and 
T am not really acquainted with the full details of the ameliorative mea- 
sures that are now under contemplation , but T repeat, Sir, that, though 
I cannot give any undertaking to the House— rather understood that 
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the Honourable Member sn^'^ested a special committee or something of 
that sort 

Mr M A Jinnah : No, 1 did not What I suggest is this. It does 
not matter who is the Member in charge I take it the Honourable 
Member is speaking on behalf of the Government of India. I suggest- 
ed that the Honourable Membei, whoever is in charge^ should invite 
certain repre'entati\e Mussalmans vho are at present in Simla today, 
and in consultation with them he might determine certain steps which 
might lead to harmony and belter feelings and to restoration of peace 
in that province 

The Honourable Mr H O Haig • I think Mi Howell will be able 
to answer this 

Mr E B Howell . I iindei stand tlie suggestion to be that these 
gentlemen, who aic now m Simla, should be invited to meet invsclf and 
Mr Haig and perhaps some other officers, and put foiward any sug- 
gestions they have with a new to impiove conditions m that province 
Was it the Honouiablo Mcmbei ’s inUntion tliat the invitation to these 
gentlemen should be confined to ^lembers of thi'' House t 

Mr M A. Jinnah : Not necessaidy 

Mr E B Howell • 1 think T may say without hesitation that we 
would accept the suggestion 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh Why "should the Conference be confined to 
the Members of one particulai comnuiiiitv ? The Hindus also suffered 
a lot 

Mr M A Jinnah . I nevxr saul that it should be confined to the 
Mussalmans 

Mr Gkiya Prasad Singh • You suggested that 

Mr M A Jinnah : I said representative Mussalmans should be in- 
vited This does not exclude Hindus from being invited 

Disturbancf \t Peshawar 

78 *‘Rai Bahadur S 0 Dutta (a) Was there any crowd at the 
place when the Congress leaders at Peshawar were arrested ? If so, what 
was the number of the crowd, what was the number of the crowd after the 
arrest ? What was the nature of the demonstration made by the crowd 
alter the arrest which necessitated their dispersal ? Did the crowd 
make any attempt to rescue the arrested persons f If so, what actual 
steps did they t^e for that purpose ? Did the crowd commit any other 
act of violence or anything illegal or unlawful before steps were taken to 
disperse them 7 

(bj What was the number and rank of the police force or soldiers 
present when the crowd was first ordered to disperse f 

(c) Were two armoured cars sent to disperse the crowd t How were 
they manned and equipped ? Did the crowd attack these cars T Was the 
crowd excited before or after the arrival of these armoured cars f What 
attempt was made to rescue these cars and with what results t Who was 
responsible for sending these cars T 

I.OCPB(LA) t>2 
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{d) Is it a fact that the crowd was infuriated because some motor 
vehicles dashed upon them and crushed people under them If so, who 
were the persons concerned ? 

(e) What order have Government passed or do Government propose to 
pass upon the reports or results of inquiries made into the affaiis at 
Peshawar 1 

« 

(f) When was the firing upon the crowd commenced and how long 
did it continue ? How many persons fired at a time and how many rounds 
were fired ? What necessitated the opening of firing and what necessitated 
its continuance for this period 1 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig : I would mvite the Honourable 
Member’s attention to the Report of the Peshawar Inquiry Committee 
and the Resolution of the Government of India thereon 

Circumstances of Firing upon Crowds in recent Disturbances 

79 ♦ Rai Bahadur S. 0. Dutta : Will Government inform this House, 
about the occasions and incidents, with dates and places when the Govern- 
ment forces, police or military, had to fire, either in self-defence or to 
disperse a crowd during the period after the close of the last Session of the 
Legislative Assembly, whether action was taken under section 128 or 
section 129 of the Criminal Procedure Code ? What circumstances justi- 
fied the same, what officers gave the order, what warnings were given and 
what precautions were taken, what was the nature ot shots fired in each 
case and the number of persons firing, the number of rounds fired and 
the duration of firing in each case ? 

The Honourable Mr H O Haig : TJie Honourable Member is re- 
ferred to the reply given to Mr S C Mitra’s question No 20 

Newspapers required to deposit Security 

80. ♦Rai Bahadur 8. 0 Dutta : Will Government inform this 
House of the number of newspapers that have been called upon, in each 
province, to make deposit as security under the new Press Ordinance, how 
many have made the required deposit, and how many have ceased publi- 
cation on account of failure to make the deposit ? How many newspapers 
have ceased publication by way of protest against the Ordinance t 

The Honourable Mr H. G Haig : I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the reply which I gave to Mr S C Mitra’s question No 18 

Representation of Assam in Government Services. 

81 *Bai Bahadur S. 0. Dutta : (a) Will Government place before 
the House a statement showing the* number of appointments in the different 
Secretariat establishments of the Government of India and of all appoint- 
ments in all Departments of the Government of India, both of superior 
and inferior cadres (exclusive of local services of centrally administered 
local areas), and of them the number of appointments held by npn-Indians 
and by Indians belonging to different provinces ? 
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(h) What IS the system of recriutment to these services outside the 
Indian Civil Service and what is the authority that makes these appoint- 
ments ! 

(c) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the very inade- 
quate representation, and in some cases of utter want of representation of 
Assam in these services ? Is it not a fact that such inequalities of 
recruitment in the superior grades of services from Assam have been in 
existence for a very long time, from long before the introduction of the 
present system of recruitment partially by competitive examination t 
Are Government prepared to remove these local inequalities by nomina- 
tion of suitable candidates from Assam ? 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig . (a) and (b) I am afraid a full 
reply to the Honourable Member’s question would involve a task, for 
which the Home Department ha\e not the staff available For some 
account of the authorities who may appoint to the vaiious services I 
would refer the Honourable Member to the Civil Services (Classifica- 
tion, Control and Appeal) Rules whieh were lecently published , and 
he IS doubtless aware that the main means of reciuitment in an ever 
increasing number of sei vices, is bv competitive examination State- 
ments are also published every year showing the composition by com- 
munities of the various Secretariat establishments of the Government 
of India 

(c) Government are awaie that Assam has not been, and is not, 
largely i‘epresented m the services in question The Government of 
India’s policy as regards reserving vacancies for appointment by nomi- 
nation IS confined to the ledress of communal inequalities They do not 
consider it practicable to adopt the same principle m order to redress 
inequalities of provincial representation 


Examination of the Report of the Indian Central Committee 

82 ♦Mr. M. K. Acharya : Will Government be pleased to say 
whether they have examined the Report of the Indian Central (or Nair) 
Committee on Constitutional Reforms, and whether they will place before 
the Assembly the result of such examination, if any ? 

The Honourable Mr H O Haig : The Repoit is under examination 
together with the report of the Indian Statutory Commission No con- 
clusions have yet been reached 

Mr M K. Acharya : Will the conclusions, when reached, be placed 
before this House or before the public t 

The Honourable Mr H. O Haig : I am afraid I am not in a posi- 
tion at present to say what will happen when the Government of India 
have reached their conclusions 

Dr Nand Lai : Will the Honourable Member say whether the Gov- 
ernment of India have gone through these two volumes or not T 

The Honourable Mr H. G. Haig : They are going through all docu- 
ments connected with the constitutional revision with great industry 
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EXAMIjrATION OF THE REPORT OF THE INDIAN STATUTORY COMMISSION 

83. *Mr. M K Acharyn : Will Government be pleased to say 

(а) whether they have examined the Report of the Indian Statutory 

(or Simon) Commission, and can acquaint the Assembly 
with the result of such examination ? 

(б) whether they have sent to the Secretary of State any communi- 

cation containing their views on that Report, and can lay that 
communication on the table of the Assembly ? 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig • («) I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the answer which I have just given 

(b) The answer to the iiist part is m the negatne The second 
part does not arise 

Agenda for the Round Table Conference 

84 ’*'Mr M K Acharya : Will Government be pleased to say 

(a) Whether they can indicate m any detail what will be the 

agenda of work for the proposed Round Table Conference ♦ 

(b) Whether the Simon Commission’s Report will form the mam 

theme or basis of discussion at that Conference ? 

(c) What public bodies or organisations and interests in India 

have been invited by Government to participate id the said 
Conference , which of them have accepted Government’s 
invitation ? 

(d) What number of seata on that Conference do Government 

propose to allot to each organisation or interest above referred 
to ? 

The Honourable Mr. H G. Haig : (a) and (b) I would refer the 
Honourable Member to what was said by His Excellency the Viceroy in 
his address on the 9th July 

(c) and (d) No persons have yet been invited to attend the Round 
Table Conference With regard to the principles which will govern 
the issue of invitations it wa^ made plain in His Excellency the Viceroy’s 
statement on the 31st Octobei last that His Majesty’s Goveinment pro- 
pose to invite representatives of dilTerent parties and interests, and m 
His Excellency’s letter to the Prime Minister, which w^as published on 
the 13th May, it was emphasised that the representation of India should 
be fairly distributed among those sections of thought who desire and 
have a title to be heard It is intended that the invitations should be 
issued after consultation where possible with the interests concerned 

Mr M K Acharya : Will Government please state who will decide 
what are the important interests* lu India that deserve representation 
and invitation and in what measure ? 

The Honourable Mr H. G Haig : I imagine. Sir, that it will be the 
duty of His Excellency the Viceroy to advise the Prime Minister and 
His Majesty’s Government on that point 
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Sir Hari Bmgh Qour : May I beg to enquire whether the Attention 
of the Honourable Member has been drawn to the fact that, m the state- 
ment issued by the Viceroy on the 31st of October, it was stated that 
Inaian representatives would confer with His Majesty ^s Government, 
whereas in the speech delivered hy the Viceroj in this House the other 
day, It has been stated that the Round Table Conference shall comprise 
representatives ot India and of the British people. I wish to know if 
there has been any change in the proceduie What will be the number 
of representatives of the British people, considering that the Govern- 
ment of India propose to send up 62 representatives of British India and 
Indian States ? I want to know the relative strength of the representa- 
tives of the two countries, whether the representatives of Great Britain 
would be drawn from the recognised three parties and limited to Par- 
liamentary representation 1 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig . I am afraid I am not in a position 
to give the Honourable Member any information. 

Sir Han Singh Qour ; I may just point out that it is exercising the 
minds of all of us, and if the Honourable Member would be pleased to 
give us an ansiver tomorrow or the day after, wo shall be satisfied 

Mr President ; That is not a supplementary question 

Sir Han Singh Gout : I am only making a suggestion 

Mr M B. Jayakar : Will the Honourtible Member consider the 
desirability of inducing the Government to make an authoritative state- 
ment on this question, if not during ^he Session of the House, at the 
earlies,t opportunity ? 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig : I have no doubt that the matter 
IS engaging the attention of the Government, but no conclusions, as far 
as I know, have been reached in regard to the nature of the representa- 
tion of the other side of the Conference 

Mr M R Jayakar Whatever conclusions Government would 
reach, I want them to be published in the form of an authoritative state- 
ment 

The Honourable Mr. H G Haig • I am sure that, as soon as a con- 
clusion is reached, it will be published 

Dr. Hand Lai . The answer is given that no invitation has been 
issued by the Government of India May I ask whether some names 
have been contemplated by the Government of India in this connection ? 

The Honomrable Mr H G Haig : I have no doubt. Sir, that some 
pieliminary consideration has been given to the problem 

Mr P Venkfitakrishnayya Ohowdry : Is Mr. Achgrya^’a one of the 
names considered 1 

Blr President : Order, order. 

Mr. President : I understand that Colonel Gidn^y is anxious to put 
his question No 73 He was unavoidably absent when that question 
was reached this morning I allow Colonel Gidney to put his question 
now 
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Injustice to Locally Recruited Commerqal Superintendents on the 
North Western Railway 

73 •Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Oidney (a) Is it a fact that there is 
a special cadre of Commercial Superintendents, Junior and Senior, 
on Rs 500—25 — 575|600— 25— 675 a month on the North Western 
Railway in the office of the Chief Commercial Manager, Lahore, and that 
these appointments are graded in the subordinate cadre ? 

(b) Is it a fact that these men as a rule consist of Claims, Rates, 
Ketunds and Outstanding Officers, who exercise the powers of, but are 
not recognised as, gazetted officers, and that others doing identically the 
same work on all other railways in India, both State and Company-owned, 
are pucca gazetted officers ? 

(c) Is it true that this cadre was first introduced as Office Traffic 
Inspectors with the honorary rank of Assistant Traffic Superintendents 
and that the grant of the honorary rank gradually fell into disuse, as 
new men full of ambition were introduced to these special posts ? 

(d) Is it a fact that, these specialised posts were created to get tiie 
work done by subordinates who had acquired vast railway experience, 
because the covenanted European officers of the Superior Revenue 
Establishment did not feel e(iual to tackle the minute details involved ? 

(e) Is if a fact that of the present eight or ten incumbents of the 
posts referred to, although they all do the same work and have the 
responsibilities, two are in the Local Ser\ice, one has an honorary rank, 
while the others are subordinates ? 

(/) If the answers to parts (%), (b) and (e) are m the affirmative, 
will Government be pleased to state why this distinction is being perpetuat- 
ed on the Noi’th Western Railway ^ 

Mr A A L Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(b) They are employed on work of importance relating to claims, 
rates, refunds and outstandings but their duties and responsibilities 
are not identical with those assigned to Superior Officers on other rail- 
ways engaged on similar work 

((*) The cadre first consisted of Office Traffic Inspectors but not 
with the honorary rank of Assistant Traffic Superintendents This 
cadre was subsequently substituted by the present cadre of Commer- 
cial Superintendents 

id) No 

(e) The present 7 incumbents are all in the subordinate grade and 
none of them holds honorary rank or is in the Local Services 

(/) The proper status to be assigned to these posts is under consi- 
deration 

Lieut -Colonel H A. J Oidney : Is the Honourable Member aware 

12 Noon almost all the senior and junior Com- 

mercial Supermtendeilts, though young men, are 
blocked on their maxima, and have no further scope for advancement 
m these cadres, and that the anomalies existing in these two grades 
have already been represented to the Agent in a memorial dated 21st 
June, 1928 ? 
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Mr. A A L. Parsons : I must ask for notice of that question. 

Lieut -Colonel H. A. J Gidney : Arising out of the reply to (h) 
and the admission that in other railways the claims work is per- 
formed by gazetted officers, presumably drawing much higher rates of 
pay and Lee Commission concessions, and m view of the fact that the 
Classified List of Railway Officers supports this statement, will Govern- 
ment state what justification, it any, there is for the North Western 
Railway alone to extract such work from subordinates at cheaper rates 
of pay ? 

Bfr A. A L Parsons : As I explained to the Honourable Member, 
I understand that the duties and responsibilities of these officers on the 
North Western Railway are not exactly the same as those assigned to 
the officers on other railways , but the question of the status of the 
officers on the North Western Railway is under consideration. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Improvement of Privies in Third Class Railway Carriages 

I Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan With reference to 

Government’s reply to starred question No 7 (a) and (r) asked in the 
meeting of the Legislative Assembly on the 20th January, 1930, regarding 
the improvement of privies in third class railway carriages, that The 
Honourable Member’s suggestion is a reasonable one and Government are 
bringing it to the notice of Railway Administration ” and “ but the matter 
is being brought to the notice of the Railway Admunstiation ”, will 
Go\ eminent nlease state if the Railway Administration have taken steps 
to remove the difficulties referred to m the question T 

Mr. A A L Parsons t We have received information from the 
South Indian Railway that pegs and taps are provided in the lavatories 
of third class carnages The ledges of the latrine doors are raised so 
that water cannot find its way into the compartments We have no in- 
formation so far what other railways are doing The alterations sug- 
gested can, where they are necessary, only be carried out gradually as 
carnages come into shops for overliaiil, and it is too early yet to make 
enquiries from railway administi<if]ons I will, however, have enquiries 
made towards the close of this yeai and will let the Honourable Member 
know the result 


Prohibition of Opium Smoking 

2 Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan (a) With referen«e to 

Government’s reply to starred question No 13 regarding the prohibition of 
opium smoking, asked in the meeting of the Legislative Assembly on the 
20th January, 1930 that ” The Government of India have ascertained from 
the Government of Bombay that the report may probably be expected in 
February ”, will Government please 'State if the report referred to has 
been received by them ? 

(5) If so, v.ill they please lay a copy of it on the table ? 

(c) If not, are they prepared to send another i‘eminder to the 
Bombay Government 1 
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The Honourable Sir Gkorge Schuster : (a) The Government have 
received the Reports 

(b) The Government of Bombay have informed the Government of 
India that they do not wish the Report to be laid on the table of this 
House since they ha\e not yet passed orders on it 

(c) Does not arise 

Recommendations of the Civil Justice Committee. 

3. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan Will Government be 
pleased to state how many recommendations of the Civil Justice ('om- 
mitti'c in ail have lieen reeeiv^vl bv the Government and how manj out 
of tlieni ha\e been given effect to 1 

The Honourable BIr. H G Haig : The Honourable Member is re- 
ferred to the answer gi\en by Sir James Crerar on the 20th January 
last to Mr Duraiswamy Viyangar’s question No 38 As legards the 
total number of recommendations made b> the Committee I would in- 
vite the Honourable Member’s attention to pages 612 — 646 of their 
Report 


Extension of Delhi City 

4. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan (a) With reference to 
Government's reply to my unstarred question No 4 in the meeting of the 
Legislative Assembly on the 20th January, 1930, regarding the extension 
of Delhi City, wull Government please, state if any steps have been taken 
to give effect to the extension scheme ^ 

(6) If so, will they please state what those steps are ? 

(c) If not, by what time do they propose to give effect to the scheme ? 

Sir Frank Noyce : (a), (b) and (r) It is not cleai to what scheme 
precisely the Honourable Member’s question i elates, but if he is refer- 
ring to the scheme for laying out as a park the land lying between the 
Circular Road and the city wall, I ma> intorm Inm that Government 
have called for the views of the Delhi Mnnicipalitj as to the suitability 
of allocating this area for piiipo'se^ of a paik Until the views of the 
Municipality have been leceivod, it is not possible to say whethei or 
when the scheme will be sanctioned. 

Extension of the Air Mail Service to Calcutta and Rangoon 

5 Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan (a) With reference to 
my unstarred question No 5 in the meeting of the Assembly on the 20th 
January, 1930, regarding the Air Mail Servdee to Delhi, when Govern- 
ment replied “ Further extension to Calcutta and Rangoon are under con- 
sideration by Government will Government please state whether they 
have arrived at any decision in the matter referred to ? 

(6) Tf so, will they please state what this decision is 1 

((•'' If not, by what time are they expected to come to a decwion ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : (a) and (b) Government have 
decided to extend the Indian State Air Service from Delhi to Calcutta 
and Rangoon 

(c) Does not arise 
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Waitino Room at Khajauli 

6. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraa Hussain Khan (a) With reference to 
my unstarred question No 8 in the meeting of the Assembly of the 
20th January, 1930, regarding the waiting room at Khajauli, when Gov- 
ernment replied ‘‘ (b) Gtovernment are not aware of the position ; but 
a copy of the Honourable Member’s question has been sent to the Agent, 
Bengal and Noith Western Railway, with the request that he will see what 
action, if an>, is needed ”, will Government be pleased to state if the 
Agent has taken any action in the matter ? 

(h) If so, will they please state what is the action taken 1 

Mr A A L Parsons : (a) and (6) Government have been adtised 
by the Agent, Bengal and Noith Western Railway, that the figures ob- 
tained for one year, from November 1928 to October 1929, for inward 
and outward upper class traffic at Khajauli, a w^ayside station on the 
Sakri-Jayanagar Branch, do not wan ant the provision of a waiting 
room for upper class passengers The combined outward and inward 
1st and 2nd class passengeis at this station averaged 31 monthly, the 
greatest number being 51 during Kebiuaiy and the smallest number 
15. during July A waiting hall for lovvei class passengers exists at 
this station 


Opium Inquiry 

7 Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan (a) With reference to 
Government’s reply to my unstarred question No 8 in the meeting of the 
Assembly on the 20th January, 1930, regarding an opium inquiry, W'lll 
Government be pleased to state if the report of the Bombay Government 
has been received by now ? 

[b) If so, wJl Government please lay a copy of it on the table ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) The Government have 
received the Reports 

(6) The Government of Bombaj hd\e informed the Go\ eminent of 
India that they do not wish the Report to be laid on the table of this 
House since they have not yet passed oiders on it 

Clerks’ Quarters at Phagli, Simla 

8. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan (a) With reference to 
the reply to my unstarred question No 10 in the meeting of the Assembly 
on the 20th January, 1930, regarding clerks’ quarters in Phagh, Simla, that 
the question of constructing additional accommodation is still under con- 
sideration, will Government please state if the matter has been considered 
and decided ? 

(?)i If so will Government please communicate their decision to the 
House ? 

(c) If not, by what time is the decision likely to he arrived at ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore * (a) and (b) The matter is 
still under consideration. 

(c) It IS not possible to give any precise date by which a decision may 
be reached 
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Terminal Tax on Goods entering New Delhi. 

9 Khan Bahadur Sarfaraa Hussain Khan (a) With reference to 
my unstarred question No 11 in the meeting of the Assembly on the 20th 
January, 1930, regarding the terminal tax on goods entering New Delhi, 
and the reply by Government that the preliminaries are still under con- 
sideration, will Government please state if they have considered the pre- 
liminaries by noAv ? 

(h) If so, Will they please communicate their decision to the House ? 

Sir Frank Noyce : (a) and (b) It is understood that the prelimi- 
naries have been considered by the Chief Commissioner, Delhi, and that 
it IS proposed that the Delhi Municipal Committee should collect termi- 
nal tax on goods entering New Delhi, — New Delhi and Delhi city being 
treated as one unit for purposes of collection of the tax The proposal, 
which has been referred by the Chief Commissioner to the railway author- 
ities for opinion, has not yet been submitted to the Government of India 

Appointment op Clerks in Army Headquarters 

10. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan (a) With reference to 
my unstarred question No 12 in the meeting of the Assembly on the 2()th 
January, 1930, regarding the appointment of clerks in Army Headquarters, 
and the reply by Government “ Yes, in all but m tv\o cases -which are 
frtill under consideration will Government please state if they have 
arrived at a aecision m the matter ? 

(b) If so, will they please communicate their decision to the House ? 

Blr. O M. Young • (a) Yes 

(h) The two cases under consideration were found to differ from 
those previously settled, as neither of the men concerned had actually 
been given provisional promotion It was not therefore possible to 
confirm them in substantive appointments 

Supersession op Clerks in the Railway Clearing Accounts Office. 

11 Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan (a) With reference to 
m-y unstarred question No 13 in the meeting of the Assembly on the 20th 
January, 1930, ri'gardmg the supersession of clerks in the Railway Clear- 
ing Accounts Office, and the reply by Government “ The report is now 
under con skU ration will Government please state if they liave con- 
sidered the report and arrived at a decision T 

(h) If so. will they please communicate their decision to the House T 

Mr A A. L Parsons : The report was only submitted to me on the 
eleventh of this month I expect to pass orders on it very shortly 

Extra Pay for Postal Officials 

12 Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan * (a) With reference to 
my uustaired question No 22 in the meeting of the Assembly of the 20th 
January, 1930, regarding “ Extra pay for postal officials ”, and the reply 
l>v Government ” No final decision has yet been reached ”, will Govern- 
ment please state if they have reached a final decision by now ? 
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ib^ It so, will they please communicate their decision to the House ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : The Honourable Member’s atten- 
tion IS invited to part (c) ot the reply given in this House to Mr. M. 
Anwar-ul-Azim ’s starred question No 331 on 17th February, 1930, m 
which It was stated that it is not jiobsibie to introduce in the immediate 
future any measure of relief iinolvmg additional expenditure The 
Director General howevei hopes to introduce shortly measures which 
while not involving considerable additional expenditure will afford some 
further relief to the staff on Sundays and holidays 


The Simla Railway Station 

13. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan (a) Has the attention 
ot OoNcinment been dra's\n to the paiagraph published in the issue of the 
^tafcsman of the 15th May, 1930, page 4, column 5, under the heading 
Stuila Railway Station ’ ? 

{h) If so, will they please state if the statement made therein is 
\\’hollv or paiindly correct ? 

(e) If so, will they please state nhat steps they propose to take with 
a Mew to remove the grievance of the public travelling from Kalka to 
Simla " 

Mr. A A. L. Parsons . (a) Yes 

(5) and (c) The statements made m the article in the Statesman 
are not w^holly correct 

Packages belonging to one owner have labels affixed to them each with 
the same number, but it is not practicable always to load such packages 
tvigether and in one place in the van, the loading of which must depend 
on the nature and size of the \arious packages to be carried 

On the narrow gauge Simla hill Railway passengers are allowed to 
take little or no luggage into their compartments so that practically every 
passenger has luggage in the van As a result there are relatively more 
pd/'sengers identifying and collecting luggage from the van at stations 
on this line than on other sections of the railway In order to relieve 
congestion and possible misdeliverv, 10 pens for luggage are provided at 
Simla Station, each corresponding to one of the 10 digits Luggage is 
placed in these pens m accordance with the numbers on the labels and 
delivered from the pens and not direct from the van This arrangement 
inevitably causes some delay but it has been found to be a necessary 
precaution against misdelivery and loss 

Government do not think further action necessary 


Construction op a Railway Bridge over the IIiveb Gandak 

14* Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Huisain jKhau j <o) With reference to 
Govemmeut^s re|dy, The matter is under consideration. No decision has 
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as >et be#»n arrived at to my unstarred question No 24 in the meeting 
of the Assembly on the 20th January, 1930, regarding the construction of a 
railway bridge on the river Gandak, will Government please state if 
they ha'* e arrived at a decision by now ? 

(h) It so, will they please communicate their decision to the House t 

Mr A. A L Parsons : The examination of the project from Chakia 
to Sidhwalia, which includes a bridge over the river Gandak, has proved 
that this line is unremunerative Tt is not likely to be constructed, 
therefore, for many years, if ever 


Housing Conditions of Workmen at Lillooah 

15. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan • (a) With reference to 
Government’s reply The question is still under consideration ” to my un- 
starred question No 34 in the meeting of the xA.ssembly on the 20th Janu- 
ary, 1930, regarding housing conditions of workmen at Lillooah, will 
Government please state if they have considered the question and arrived 
at a decision in the matter ? 

(h) If so, will they please communicate their decision to the House ? 

Mr. A A. L. Parsons . (a) 1 regret that it has not been possible to 
come to a final decision in the matter as yet. 

(b) Does not arise 


Opening of a Broad Gauge Railway between Jakhal and Sirsa 

16. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan (a) With reference to 
Government’s reply to my unstarred question No 37 in the meeting of the 
As.sembly on the 20th January, 1930, on the subject of opening a broad 
gauge railway between Jakhal and Sirsa, will Government please state if 
they have since received the survey report ? 

(b) If so, will they please state if they have come to any decision in 
the matter ? 

(c) If so, will they please communicate their decision to the House ^ 

Mr A A L Parsons (u) The survey report has recently been re* 
cei\ed 

ih) and (c). The report is under consideration No decision has 
been arrived at as yet 

Compensation for Innocent Victims op recent Disturbances ani> 
Recognition op SEtivroES OP Police and Military. 

17 MSP Arthur Hoom i What aomjpansation do Govainment pro- 
po*fe to make to the families of innocent victims of recent civil disturbanses^ 
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and will there be some official recognition of the strain to which the poliot> 
and military forces in certain areas have been exposed t 

The Honourable Mr. H G Haig : Government cannot accept the 
principle of liabilitv for loss or injury to members of the public arising 
out of civil disturbances They aie fully alive to the importance of the 
prompt and liberal grant of compensation to the families of Government 
servants, who lose their lives in performance of their duties They 
also recognize the unusual strain imposed on the police bv the Civil Dis- 
obedience Movement and the loyalty and devotion with which that 
strain has been met It is undei-stood <that several Local Governments 
have sanctioned the grant of special allowances for additional duty 
where the strain is especially severe In regard to the military, the re- 
gulations provide for the grant of allowances when troops are employed 
undei abnormal conditions and these are being observed 


Export Duty on Rice 

18 Mr N G Rauga ; (a) Is the Honourable the Commerce 
Member aware of the great alarm caused by the newly imposed e import 
duty upon rice among the paddy growers m the country, in view of the 
continuous fall in prices and the overproduction of paddy 1 

(h) Does he propose to watch as to how far the new export duty 
opeiates m checking, the exports of Indian rice and in keeping down the 
price of paddy in India, with a \iew to gauge the good or bad effects of 
this duty upon the paddy growers during this year t 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (a) and (6) The Honourable 
Member is apparently under a misapprehension The last Finance Act 
did not impose a new export dutv on nee On the contrary, it reduced 
the existing dutv from 3 annas to 2| annas a mauiid This reduction 
was designed to remove the disparity that formerly existed between the 
Indian export duty and that imposed by Siam which is one of Burma’s 
principal competitors in the nee trade 


Prices obtaining for Paddy and Quantities Exported and Imported 

19 BIr N. G. Ranga : Will the Honourable the Commerce 
Member be pleased to supply the House the information regarding the 
monthly average prices obtaining for paddy in the last fifteen years in 
the chief exporting centres and also, the comparative figures (in quanti- 
ty and value) for the export and import of paddy to and from India ? 

The Honourable Sir George Raany Two statements giving the 
desired information as regards the monthly average prices of paddy are 
laid on the table Information regarding the quantity and value of ex- 
ports and imports of paddy from and to India is contained in the Annual 
Statements and Monthly Accounts of the Sea-Borne Trade of British 
India, copies of which are hi the Library 
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NoU —Figures represent averages of two fortnightly quotations 
(a) First half of the month 
(ft) Second half of the month. 
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Disabilities of Assisted Immigrants from South Africa 

20 Mr. N. G. Banga : (a) Is the Honourable Member-m-charge 
of assisted immigration aware of the fact that the casteless assisted 
immigrants from South Africa suffer from many social disabilities in 
^ladias and that they are finding it very difficult to earn enough to mam- 
tain themselves at the high standard of living to which they are accus- 
tomed 1 

(h) Will the Honourable Member-in-charge of assisted immigration 
be {deased to state vhen he ^\lll place on the table of the House the report 
recently received by him fiom the committee appointed to inquire into the 
conditions of the assisted immigrants f 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : (a) It is understood that the class of emigrants 
referred to by the Honourable Member are in exactly the same position 
as other easteless Hindus in the Madias Presidency Most of the 
returned emigrants ari* settling down cither as cultivators or as agricul- 
tural labourers It is possible that they were accustomed to a higher 
standard of In mg m South Africa hut their social status does not ad- 
versely affect then chances of securing occupation suited to their re- 
sources and aptitude 

(h) A copy of the leport has been plac-ul in the T'lblal^ of the 
House 

Overcrowding of Third Ctass Carriages on ihe Madras and Southern 
AUhr^tta Railway 

21 Mr. N. G. Ranga : 'u) Has the Honourable the Ponuueieo 
Member come to know that one Mr Snhari Rao was charged on a nuirtbei 
of occasions at Rajahmundry under the Railway Companies Act 
by the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway authorities for ooutinu- 
ousiy pulling the alarm chain in the mail and other passenger trams to 
draw the attention of the lailway authoiities to overcrowding i ^ the third 
class carnages T 

(6) Is the Honourable the Commerce Member aware of the fact that 
strong resentment prevails all along the Northern Circars againi^t this 
action of the railway authorities ? Is it a fact’ that they have not tried, 
m spite of the agitation earned on by Mr Snhari Rao, to improve the 
conditions of the third class travelling T 

(c) Will the Honourable the Commerce Member be pleased to state 
what action he proposes to take to lessen the overcrowding in the third 
clas^ carnages of the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway Company ? 

Mr. A A. L Parsons (a) Yes, except that the prosecutions were 
instituted under the Tudian Railways Act 1^90 

{h^ No 

(r) A census of Srd class passengeis in trams was taken dunng 
November, 1929, on the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway, and 
out of 249 trains checked eight were found to be overcrowded The 
question of preventing overcrowding on trains receives the constant 
attention of the Administration 

DiSTRTBtTTION BY GOVERNMENT OfFICIAXS OF LEAFLETS ON THE SaLT TaX AND 

Land Revenue 

22 Mr, N. G. Ranga : 1. (a) Are Government aware that the 
police and other Government officials have been distributing leaflets 
upon the Salt Tax and Land Revenue ? 
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(&) If SO, Will Government be pleased to state who is responsible 
for writing and publishing these leaflets t 

(c) In how many languages and upon which subjects are such 
leaflets published t 

(d) How many copies are printed and circulated and at what cost ? 

3. Was the Honourable the Commerce Member consulted by the 

writer or writers of the leaflet upon land revenue as to the subject 
matter of the leaflet and, if so, has the Honourable Member given his 
permission ? 

The Honourable Blr, H G. Haig : It is part of the policy of Govern- 
ment in combating the present movement to issue leaflets correcting 
misrepresentations Some leaflets have been prepared by the Govern- 
ment of India, otliers by Local Governments I am aware precisely 
what leaflets the Honourable Member refers to 

Unfair Statements in Leaflets about the Burden of Land Revenue. 

23 BIr. N Q Ranga . (a) Is not the Honourable the Commerce 
Member aware ot the general fall m the prices of agricultural produce 
of this country m the last eight years ? 

(5) If so, IS It not true that the latest schedule of commutation 
prices prepared foi purposes of land revenue was arrived at in Madras 
Presidency as long ago as 1922 and that the costs of cultivation have in- 
creased to at least as great an extent as the commutation puces of grain 
till 1922 9 

(c) Is it maintained by the writer or writers of the l»»aflet that the 
burden of land revenue is less now than what it was thirty years ago t 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig . (a^, (b) and (o) The Govern- 
ment of India have no information regarding the schedule of commuta- 
tion prices adopted in Madras and the increase in the cost of cultiva- 
tion m that Presidencj" They believe, however, that it is an undoubted 
fact that the incidence of land revenue now represents a much lower 
proportion of the net profits of the revenue payer than it did 30 years 
ago, and that this is so in spite of the fact that during the past few 
years there has been a fall in the price of agricultural produce 

Additional Duty on Petrol and Abolition of Toll Gates 

24 Mr N G Banga : Will the Honourable the Commerce Member 
be pleased to state what action has so far been taken to give effect to 
the recommendations of the Road Committee, appointed by this House 
according to one of which, an additional duty on petrol is to be laised 
to enable the Local Governments to abolish toll gates, and how much 
revenue has been derived by various local authorities since the Committee 
Reported, through the toll gates and by the Government of India through 
the duty on petrol T 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : Action in the following main 
respects has been taken to give effect to the recommendations of the 
Road Committee 

(») An increase in the import and excise duties on petrol from 4 
to 6 annas per gallon has been introduced by the Indian 
Finance Act of 1929 
L6CPB(LA) 
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(m) a Refeolution covering some of the most important recom- 
mendations of the Committee has been moved m, and 
adopted by, both the Houses of the Central Legislatuie. 

(m) A Standing Committee for Roads has b^en appointed with the 
constitution and functions specified in the Resolution 
referred to 

(iv) A Road Engineer has been appointed with the Government 
of India 

Government ha\e no information regaiding revenue derived >by 
various local authorities from toll gates since the Committee repoited 
The revenue deri\ed through the additional duty on petrol was Rs 4,50,000 
in March 1929 and Rs 93,50,000 during the financial year 1929-30 

Effect of the new Cotton Duties on the Handloom Industry 

25. Mr. N. G Ranga : (a) Is the Honourable the Commerce 
Member aware that the handloom weaving industi\ s inteiest often 
collides with those of the cotton mill industiy o( Bombdv and other 

cities f 

(b) If so, has he considered the effects that might be produced by 
the newly imposed impoit duties upon yarn and cotton piece-goods, upon 
the handloom \veaMng industry ? 

(r) Does the Honourable the Commerce Member piopose to watch 
carefnll> the nature and amount of piotection afforded to the handloom 
weaving industiy by the lanv import duties ? 

The Honourable Sir George Ramy : (a) Go^clnment ha\e no 
reason to doubt that a conflict of interest may sometimes arise between 
the handloom iiuiiistiv and the cotton mill industry 

(b) and (c) The minimum impoit duty ot IJ annas pei pound on 
yarn is not a new dut\ but has been in existence since the 22nd Septem- 
ber, 1^27 Tlie iiossible effect on the handloom weaving industry of this 
duty and of the new" duties on imported cotton piece-goods weie care- 
fully consideied when the duties were imix)sed and the point will con- 
tinue to receive attention 

Appointment of Appraisers in the Customs Department at Madras 

26 Rao Bahadur P T Kmnaraswami Ohettiyar : (1) Are the 

Government of India aware of an article m the editorial columns otJusticCy 
Madras, published on Wednesday the 28th May, 1930, with the heading 
* Customs Scandals ’ f 

(2) Is there any justification for the publication of the article ? If 
not, why did not Government repudiate that statement m the article T 

(3) (a) Will Government please place on the table a statement show- 
ing the number of vacancies filled up m the Appraisers’ establishment 
since 1st April, 1927 1 

(b) How many candidates applied ? To which community each 
belonged ? 

(r) To which community did each successful candidate belong ? 

(d) What IS the criterion of selection ? What particular quali- 
fication did the snccessfnl candidates have ? What particular qualification 
<did the others who were unsuccessful lack in ? 
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(4) (a) Is it stated in the article, “^Apparently also, the gentleman 
responsible for the recruitment in the City of Madras in respect of Customs 
Department is a loyal Government servant, who feels that his loyalty 
requires him to pay due regard to the claims of all those applicants, who 
are related to high officials in the Government of India ”, and were such 
applicants given preference 1 

(6) If not, why did Government keep quiet without contradicting 
the statement either in the Pre‘^'> or in the Gazette ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : 1 The answer is in the affir- 
mative 

2 No It was the Honourable Member’s question that called the 
attention of the Government of India to the article, and they w'elcome 
this opportunit} of repudiating the statements made in it 

3 (a) and (c) Statements ‘ A ’ and ‘ B ’ sho\Mng the information 
asked foi, are placed on the table 

(h) It is not now possible to give the figuies of the total number 
of applicants because leeords are not kept of all applications but the 
number of registered applrcatioris from candidates is sixt\-foiii, whose 
distribution according to nationalitv is given belo\\ — 


Brahmins 

35 

Mohammedans 

5 

Non-Biahmins 

12 

Anglo-Indians 

7 

Indian Christians 

4 

Euiopeans 

1 


Total 64 


(d) Appointments in the Appraisers’ Branch of a Custom House 
are ordinanlv given either to promising men who have gained previous 
experience, in the Custom House, of Customs law and procedure or to 
men with previous experience of some particular trade Of the four 
permanent vacancies occurring since 1st April, 1927, two were filled by 
promotion from within the Custom House, one was given to a technical 
chemist with business experience, the other to a man with experience of 
the piece-goods trade These two men weie selected from the registered 
applicants because they were qualified in branches of wmrk in which the 
Collector considered his staff needed strengthening It is quite possible 
that some of the unsuccessful candidates may have been equally well 
qualified in directions in which the need was not so pressing 

4 (a) Yes The Government is satisfied that the various officers 
who have from time to time occupied fhe post of Collector of Customs 
in Madras are loyal Government servants who pay due regard to the 
qualifications of all applicants for appointment, irrespective of their 
family connections 

(h) The Honourable Member is referred to the reply given to part 
2 of his question 
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4th November 19M I Direct ^ruitment poet «d. S S L.C H«e special knowledge Hindu Brahmi 
I vertised m piece-goods trade 
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B 

StaUnwU ahomng particulars regarding offictaltng vacancies (i e , leave vacancies) tn the 
Appraaers' Departmeni from let April 1927 up-to-date 


Year 

No of i 

offic.- 1 Names of officiating people who were appointed 

ating 
vacan 
cies I 

1 

Remarka 

1927 28 

I 

8 1 I Mr V S Chinnaswami Ayyangar, 




j B A ,BL 

. Brahmin 




2 Mr Holland, S S L C 

. Anglo Indian 

Brahmina 

3 

1 

3 Mr \ K Doraisw ami Ayyangar, 


^ Anglo-Indian 

1 

1 

J Matriculation 

Brahmin 

Muhammadan 

1 


4 Mr K Narfiyana Iyer , F A 

Do 



f 

T Mr S\. 1 XbdulAh 

Muhammadan | 

r 


5 

1928 29 ' 

12 1 S\ed Abdul Ah, F A 

Muhammadan 




2 \ K Doraisnami Ayyangar, 

1 




Matnculation 

Brahmin 





1 

Brahmins 

5 


3 S \ Mam, S S L C 

Do ! 






Muhammadans 

2 


4 Antoni Rajiah, Matriculation 

Indian Chiistian 

Indian 





Christian 

1 


3 K !sara\ana Ijer, F A 

Brahmin 




0 Ganesh Hao M A 

Do 


8 


7 V !S llamaswami, B A , B L 

Do 




8 Abdul Rahim, Matnculation 

Muhammadan ij 




1929 30 , 

9 1 

V S Kamaswami, B A , B L 

Brahmm , 

'1 


1 

2 

V K Doraisivami Ayyangar, 

1 

1 





Matriculation 

Do 




3 

Ganesh Rao, M A 

Do 

Brahnuns 

6 


4 

S V Mam, SSLC 

Do 

>■ Muhammadan 

1 

i 

i 5 

K Narayana Iyer, F A 

Do 

Indian 


I 

i 6 

Antoni Rajiah, Matriculation 

Indian Chris- 

Christian 

1 

1 

1 


tian 




7 

Abdul Rahim, Matnculation 

Muhammadan 


8 

1 

1 

8 

K Viraraghava Iyer, SSLC 

Brahmin 

■ 




1930-31 1 2 1 K Viraraghava Iyer, S.S L C Brahmin 

(April 1 I 
to June ' 

1930 ) , 
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Formation of Indian Armoured Car Companies 

27. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraa Husgain EJiian : (a) With reference to 
Government’s reply to my unKtarred question No 42, in the Legislative 
Assembly on the 20th January, 1930, regarding the formation of Indian 
armoured car companies, will Government please state if they have consi- 
dered the question and arrived at a decision ? 

(b) If so, will they please communicate their decision to the House ! 

Mr G M Young (a") and (h) No decision has >et been reached. 

Education of the Children of Railway Employees 

28 Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) With reference to 
Government reply to my unstarred question No 45 in the Legislative 
Assembh on the JOth Janiiai}, 1930, lei^arding the education ot the children 
ot railway emplo>ees, will Government please state if they have examined 
the lejilies leceived by them tiom the \arious Railway Administrations and 
arrived at a decision 1 

{b) If so, will they please comnninicate their decision to the House f 

Mr A A L Parsons . The leplies tiorn the \arious Railway 
Administrations and Local GoAcinments ha\e beioi examined and the 
question was discussed with the (Vntial Ad\isoi\ Council foi Railways 
on the 5th ot this month when the Council approved of Government’s 
proposal to ])lace an ofticei of the Education Depaitimuit on special duty 
to frame leliable t‘stimates of the* cost of graiitimi: assistance to the 
employees, subject to ccifain limitations, foi the education of their 
children pending the i ('suits ol thn investigation the pnnciples of the 
policy enunciated in Febiuarv, 1929, will be fully a])plied to all entrants 
to service aftei the 1st Febiuarv, 1929, and to all otheis who elect for 
the privileges of these pnncijdes in lieu of the scale of assistance pre- 
viously in foi CO 


Restriction of Recruitment in the Postal Department, Bombay 

29 Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan • (a) With reference to 
Government’s reply to mv unstarred <|uestion No 46 in the Legislative 
Assembly on the 20th January, 1930, regarding the restriction of recruit- 
ment m 'the Postal Department, Bombay, will Government please state if 
the Director Geneial has since consideied the matter and come to a 
decision 1 

(b) If so, will they please communicate the decision arrived at to the 
House 

Mr. H A Sams : (a) Yes 

(b) It has been decided to remove the restriction and to allow re- 
cruitment for upper division clerkships in the Bombay Postal Circle and 
generally in other Circles also, to be made in future from men domiciled 
in the Postal Circle concerned The date 6f effect of the change will 
be notified in due course 
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Construction of a Railway between Hazaribagh Road Station and 
Hazaribagh Town 

30 Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan . (a) With reference to 
Government ’.s reply to my unstarred question No 48 in the Legislative 
Assembly on the 20th January, 1930, regarding the results of the survey 
regarding the construction of a railway between Hazaribagh Road Station 
and Hazaribagh Tovn, will Government please state if they have since 
leeeived the results of the survey ? 

{b) It so, will they please state if thev have considered them and 
arrnc'd at a decision in the matter ? 

(c ) It so, will they please communicate the decision to the House * 

Mr A A L. Parsons • (a) Yes 

(b) and (c ) The sur\ey leport is under consideration at piesent* 
No decision hav been arrived at 

Construction op the Chakia-Sudhwalia Railway 

31 Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) With reference to 
Government’s reply to ray unstarred question No 49 in the Legislative 
Assembly on the 20th January, 1930 regarding the construction of the 
Chakia-Sudlnvalia Railway, will they please state if they have since con- 
sideied the matter and arrived at a decision ? 

(b) If so, will they please communicate their decision to the House ? 

Mr. A. A L Parsons . (a) Yes 

(b) The Chakia-Sudhwalia line is unremunerative and is not likely 
to bo constructed at any rate in the near future 

The Lucknow-Jaunpore Railway 

32 Mr. Lai Narendra Pratap Eahi (n) Are Government aware that 
the Lucknow-Jaimpoie Railw’ay line which is under construction is being 
laid with light rails ? 

(b) In view of the importance of the line, are Government prepared 
to direct the railway authorities to lay the line with hea\A rails to enable 
an ( Apress train service on the line ? 

Bfr A A L. Parsons : (a) and (b) The Lucknow -Sultanpur-Zafar- 
abad (Jaunpore) Railway is being laid with 75 lb section rails which are 
standard for C class lines on the 5 ft — 6 in gauge such as this These 
rails are sufficientlv heavy to carry an express ser\ice should the traffic 
offering pistifv it 

Number op Persons sentenced for Civil Disobedience 

33 Mr. Lai Narendra Pratap S?la * (a) Will Government be pleased 
to lav a statement on the table showing the number of persons sentenced 
during the last four months for civil disobedience in the whole of India, 
province by province t 

The Honourable Mr. H. O Haig : I attach a statement which gives 
the figures in mv possession from the 6th April to the 15th June, 1930 
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Slaieinent •iltowxyxy number of convictions in conned, on with the Cxvd Disobedience 
Movement from the 6th Apnl to 15th June 19S0. 


Madras 

1,220 

BoDiba N 

761 

Bengal 

1,157 

Umted Provinces 

403 

• 

Punjab 

68 

Burma 

— 

Bifiar ami Onssa 

483 

Centr.al Provinces 

10 

Assam 

40 

Noith West Frontier 
Yince 

Pro 91 

Delhi 

45 

Coorg 

4,377 


Rebate on Traffic to Afghanistan 

34 Rai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai : (o) Will Government be pleased 
to state whether any rebate is allowed on traffic to Afghanistan when booked 
from Karachi to stations situated on the Nusbki-Diizdap section of the 
North Western Railway t 

{h) Is any rebate allowed on traffic to Afghanistan when booked from 
the Punjab to Jamrud and Peshawar t 

(r) If the reply to part (a) be in the affirmative and to part (b) be 
in the negHti\e, will Government please state the reasons for the same ? 

(d) Is it a fact that a leading firm in the Punjab brought this matter 
to the notice of the North Western Railway Administration and that the 
latter replied that rebate is not admissible on traffic to Afghanistan booked 
to Jamrud or Peshawar ? 

(e) Will Government please state what action they propose to take 
in the matter to see that preferential treatment is avoided ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes 

(b) No 

(c) Rebates are being allow^ed on consignments carried vm the 
Nushki-Duzdap Railway, a line over which little traffic moves, to foster 
trade with Persia and Western Afghanistan, the ordinary freight rates 
having proved to be prohibitive The conditions affecting traffic to 
Afghanistan via Peshawar are entirely different 

(d) Government are not aware of this but the statement alleged to 
have been made by the Agent, North Western Railway, is correct 

ie) Government do not propose to take any action in the matter 
as no undue preference is given 
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Trade Commissioners sent to Foreign Countries. 

35 Bai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai : (a) Will Government please state 
how many Trade Commissioners have been sent out this year to foreign 
countries, and how many do Go\ernment contemplate sending next year ? 

Will Government please state whether the Trade Commissioners 
sent to foreign countries ihclude any nominated from the Punjab province ? 
If so, were they from the official class or from the businessmen class ^ 

(c) If reply to part (b) be in the negative, will Government please 
atate why no fit peison has been found in this province for the post T 

(d) Will Government please state the qualifications required for the 
post of a Trade Commissioner and will Government please state whether 
they are prepared to nominate some businessman from the Punjab ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy . (a) No Indian Trade Commis- 
sioners have yet been aiipomted in foreign countries It is hoped to 
select two or possibly three candidates this year and to appoint them as 
Indian Trade Commissioneis next yeai after they have undergone the 
necessary training 

(b) and (c) Do not <iiise 

((/) Different (lualifieations aie required foi difteient posts So far 
as appointment of non-ofhcials «ne concerned, these will be made on the 
advice of the Public Seiviee Commission, who will notify the qualifica- 
tions required for eaeli post <is and wffien applications aie invited by 
them It will be open to businessmen in the Piiniab to applv to the 
Commission when that bod\ e<dls for applications 

SUNDVY AND HOLIDAY ALLOWANCES FOR PoST OFFICE EMPLOYEES 

36. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) With lefeience 
to Government's reply to my unstarred question No 51 in the Legislative 
Assembly on the 2()th January, 1930, regarding the grant of Sunday and 
holiday allowances to Post Office employees, will Government please state 
if the.v have now reached a final decision in the matter ? 

I h ! If so will thev please communicate tlieir decision to the House ^ 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore The Honourable Member's atten 
tion is invited to the ie])lv pist given to his nnstarred question No 12. 

Appointment of Indian Trade Commissioners in Europe 

37. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) With reference 
to Government's reply to my unstarred question No 54 in the Legislative 
Assemblv on the 20th January, 1930, regarding the appointment of Indian 
Trade Commissioners at important trade centres in Europe, will the Govern- 
ment be pleased to state if thej have reached a final decision in the 
matter 1 

(b) If so, will they please communicate their decision to the House ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : (a) Yes 

(6) The Government of India have decided to appoint two Indian 
Trade Commissioners in Europe, one at Hamburg and the other at Milan. 



UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 3^)1 

Recommendations of the Indian Cinematograph Committee. 

38. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) With reference to 
Government’s reply to my unstarred question No 56 in the Legislative 
Assembly on the 20th January, 1930, will they please state if they have 
now 1 cached a final conclusion on the principal recommendations of the 
Indian Cinematograph Committee 1 

(b) If so, will they please communicate their conclusion to the House f 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig : The Government of India have 
not yet reached a final decision in regard to the two mam recommenda- 
tions of the Indian Cinematograph Committee, viz , the creation of a 
Central Cinema Bureau and the means suggested for improving the sys- 
tem of censorship at present in foice The recommendation of the Com- 
mittee for the grant of a rebate of customs duty on imported cinemato- 
graph films of a definitely educational character made in paragraph 158 
of their report has been accepted in principle by the Government of 
India 


Issue of Cheap Return Tickets on Railways 

39 K:ai BaLadur Saifaraz Hussain Khan • (a) With reference to 
Goveinment leply to my iinstarred question No 70 in the Legislative 
Assembly on the 20th January, 1930, regarding the issue of cheap return 
tickets on railva>^, vill Government be pleased to state if they have since 
examined the question ? 

[b ) It so, will the} please communicate their decision to the House V 

Mr. A. A. L Parsons . (a) Yes 

(b) Government are satisfied tliat the introduction of oidinary 
third and intermediate class retmn tickets at one and a half fares wmuld 
lead to a very considerable loss of revenue and that such a course is not 
justified 

Dispersion with Lathis of Non-Violent Citizens 

40 Mr. Lai Narendra Pratap Sahi * (<?) Will Government be pleased 
to state under the provisions of which Act or Ordinance the non-violent 
Satyagrahis or non-violent processions of citizens and Congressmen m 
general are dispersed by the police by means of lathi charges or by 
mounted police ? 

(b) Have Government seen the recent declaration of Mr Deodhar of 
the Servants of India Society in the Leader to the effect that the dispersal 
of non-violent Satyagrahis by lathi and mounted police has caused con- 
siderable physical injury to the Satyagrahis of Dharasana ? If so, will 
Govemment be pleased to state whether the local authorities were duly 
empowered by any competent authority to inflict such bodily injury on 
fcion-violent Satyagrahis T 

(c) WiU Government be pleased to state what actidn, if any, the 
police take or are required to take for the bare medical assistance of the 
wounded Satyagrahis ? 
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Th« Hononrable BCr H. O Haig : (a) Action taken by the police to 
disperse processions or other assemblies has been under the provisions 
of Chapter IX of the Criminal Procedure Code 

(b) I have seen the article I would invite the attention of the 
Honourable Member to the two communiques issued by the Government 
of Bombay dated the 11th and 13th June, which deal with the allegations 
made The police proceeded to disperse the raiders after full and re- 
peated warnings, and special steps were taken to see that the minimum 
of injury was inflicted 

(c) In the case of civil disturbances it is the practice of the autho- 
rities to make what arrangements are possible m the circumstances for 
the medical assistance of the injured 

Time Test iOR the Postal Department 

41 Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) With reference to 
Government’s reply to my unstarred question No 64 in the Legislative 
Assembly on the 20th Januaiy, 1930, regarding the time test for the 
Postal Department, will Government please state if they have since 
considered the views submitted by the Director General and reached a 
final decision on the report 1 

(h) If so, will they please communicate their decision to the House ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : (a) Yes 

(h) A copy of the orders of Government on Mr Bewoor’s Rejxirt 
has been placed in the Library of the House 

Grant of an Allowance to Postmen in Delhi for the Delivery of 
Foreign Mails 

42 Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) With reference to 
Government’s reply to ray unstarred question No 65 in the meeting of the 
Legislative Assembly on the 20th January, 1930, regarding the grant of an 
allowance to postmen m Delhi for delivery of foreign mails, will Govern- 
ment please state if thev have reached a decision in the matter ? 

(h) If so, will they please communicate their decision to the House ? 

Mr. H. A. Sams : (a) and {h) No decision has yet been reached 

Appointment of Stamp Vendors 

43. Klian Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan ; (a) With reference 
to Government’s reply to my unstarred question No 71 m the Legislative 
Assembly on the 20th January, 1930, regarding the appointment of stamp 
vendors, will Government please state if they have since reached a deci- 
sion on the matter ? 

(b) If so, will they please communicate their decision to the House t 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : (o) No decision has vet been 
reached 

(h) Does not arise. 
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^Iducation of the Chiidrbn of the Migratory Staff of the Government 

OF India 

44 Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) With refert'iice to 
Government’s replies to my unstarred questions Nos 73 and 74 in the 
Legislative Assembly on the 20th January, 1930, regarding the educa- 
tion of the children of the migratory staff of the Goyernment of India, 
will Government please slate if thev have since considered the questions 
and arrived at a decision in the matter ^ 

(h) If so, will they please communicate their decision to the House t 

Sir Frank Noyce . (a) and The matter is still under considera* 
tion It IS hoped that an early decision will be reached 

Professional Accountants employed by the Income Tax Department, 

Bombay 

45. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan . (a) With reference to 
Government’s reply to Mr N C Kelkar’s unstarred (|uestion No 145 
in the meeting of the Leirislative Assembly on the 4th February, 1930, 
regarding the work of the professional accountants employed by the 
Income Tax Departmeni, J^rmliav, vill Go^elnment please state it they 
have received the lepoit called foi ^ 

(b) If so, will they please furnish the information asked for. to the 
House ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) The information has 
already been communicated to Mi Kelkar 

(h) A copy of the letter sent to him is laid on the table 


A copy of letter D A Dt<i No 9:6 I T 30, dated the 13th March, 1930, from V 8 
Sundaravi, Esqutte, Secretary, Cenhal Board of Revenue, to N C Kelkar, Esquire, 
M LA 

With roteriiioo to the reply given by the Hon ’ble the Finance Member to pirtg 
(a) and (r) of your unstarred question No 14.) m the Legislative Assembly on the 
4th February 1030, I am directed to fiirn'sh the following information — 

(a) Tlieie are about 26 public a(<'ountant8, le, persons qualified under 
subsection (1) of section 144 of the Indian Ckimpanies Act, 1913, to be 
appointed or to act as auditors of limited Companies and over 88 so-called 
Income t.ix Experts or ai;pnts, practising in the Income tax Department, 
Bombay * The former in order to get their accountancy diploma have 
to pass examinations the preparation for which involves a study of 
IiKonietax Law It is obviousl} impossible to give any general answer 
as to the qualifications of the 1 itter 

No license is required in order to practise m the Income-tax Department 

(c) No complaint against a public accountant as defined above has been received. 
As regards the Experts, a large number of complaints have been re- 
ceived, but as the law stands, no action could be taken against thorn, 
except piosecution where the circumstances warranted such a course. 
In two or throe cases of fraud apd attempted bribery such persons have 
been convicted by criminal courts 


Losses on the Assam Bengal Railway. 

46. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan ; (a) With reference lo 
Government ’s reply to starred question No 289 in the meeting of the Legis- 
lative Assembly on the 11th February, 1930, regarding the lo^s of the 
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Assam Bengal Railway, will Government please state if they have obtained 
the information required from the Assam Bengal Railway 1 

(h) If so, will they please communicate the information obtained to the 
House ‘ 

Mr. A A. L Parsons : The Honourable Member is referred to the 
Railway Board’s letter No 6249-P, dated the 21st June, 1930, a copy of 
which IS available in the Library of the House 

Introduction of the Elective Element in Cantonment Boards 

47. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) With reference to 
Government’s reply to unstarred question No 168 m the Legislatne 
Assembly on the 22nd February, 1930, regarding the introduction of the 
elective element in Cantonment Boards in the North West Frontier 
Province, will Government please state if they have reached a decision on 
the question ? 

(6) Jf so, will they please communicate their decision to the House ? 

Mr. O M Young : The matter is still under the consideration of 
Government. 

Complaint by a Member of the Deolali Cantonment Board 

48 Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan . (o) With reference to 
Government’s reply to iinstaired question No 169 in the meeting of the 
Legislatj>c Assembly on tlie 22nd February, 1930, regarding the complaint 
hy a member of the Deolali Cantonment Board, ^^lll Government please 
state if th' > have made iiujiiiiies into the coinplaiiit referred to 

If so, vill they please communicate the result of their inquiries to 
the House ? 

Mr. O. M Young • (a) Yes 

(b) A copy of ni\ letter dated the 24th Mai eh, 1930, to Pandit 
Thakui Das Bhargava is in the Library 

Restrictions on the Use of the Mall, Kohat 

49 Khan Bahaadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan (a) With reference 
to Government’s reply to unstarred question No 170 in the meeting of the 
liCgislative Assembly on the 22nd February, 1930, regarding the restric- 
tions on the use of the Mall, Kohat, will Government please state if they 
have finished their inquiries into the matter ? 

(?>) If so, will they please communicate the result of their inquiries 
to the House ? 

Mr G. M. Young : The letters below refer to the paragraphs of the 
original question 

(a) Yes 

(h) Yes 

The 1 ejstrictions are contained in bye-law 7 (?>) of the Kohat Cant>on- 
ment bye-laws for the control of tra'ffic as approved and confirmed by 
the Chief Commissioner, Nortl^^^JYest Frontier Province and Dublished 
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in the North West Frontier Province Notification No 948-L.F |E-XXI- 
L.-29, dated the 1st October, 1926 The bye-law came into^orce from Ist 
November, 1926 The restrictions have been imposed with a view to 
excluding undesirable characters 

(c) No It IS maintained as a military road Iby the Military 
Engineering Services 

(d) No 

(e) No 

(/) No 

(g) Does not arise, in view ot leply to part (/) 

(h) The matter is under the consideration of tlie (''hief Commis^ 
sioner. North West Frontier PioMiice, who is competent to take action, if 
any is necessary, under the statutory powers conferred on him by section 
284 of the Cantonments Act, 1924 

Resumption of Bazaar Sites in Cawnpore 

50 Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan (a) With reference 
to Government’s reply to unstarred question No 172 in the meeting of t*he 
Legislative Assembly of the 22nd February, 1930, regarding resumption of 
bazaar site® m Cawnpore, will Government please state if they have since 
considcied the matter ? 

(h) If so, will they please communicate their decision to the House ? 

Mr O M Young * Government propose to reconsider the resump- 
tions and hope to arrive at a satisfactory settlement soon 

Discharge of Cantonment Fund Servants 

51. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) With reference to 
Government’s reply to unstaired ({uestion No 173 in the Legislative 
Assemb’y on the 22nd February, 1930, regarding the discharge of Canton- 
ment h^ind servants, will Government please state if they have considered 
the suggestion referred to in part (b) of the reply ? 

(h) If so, will they please state what action they have taken or pro- 
pose to take in the matter ? 

Mr G M Young : (a) and (b) The suggestions are still under 
consideration 

Absence op Mr Augier from Meetings of the Cantonment Board, 

Neemuch. 

52. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) With reference to 
Government’s reply to unstarred (juestion No 177 in the Legislative 
Assembly on the 22nd February, 1930, will they please state if they have 
finished their inquiries regarding the absence of Mr. Augier from 
meetings of the Cantonment Board^ Neemuch, referred to therein ? 

(h) If so, will they ploase inform the House of the result of their 
inquiries into the matter t 

Itr. G. M Young : (a) Yes. 

(5) A statemnit is laid on the table. 

L6CPB(LA) 
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Statement. 


(a) Yea ^ 

(ft) The statement is generally correct. 

(c) The other elected members of the Cantonment Board did not approach ihe 
Hon’ble the Agent The All-India Cantonments Assoeiatioii approached him 

(d) The attention of the Association was drawn to the fact that before the 
AGO could remove Mr Augier it i^as necessary under clause (ft) of subsection (1) 
of section 34 of the Cantonments Act not only that Mr Augier should have been 
absent for more than 3 consecutive months, but also that he should have been unable 
to explain his absence to the satisfaction of the Board Actually a resolution pro 
posing that the AGO should be requested to remove Mr Augier was rejected by 
the Board The rejection of this resolution was clearly tantamount to the acceptance 
by the Board of Mr Augier ’s txpl motion of his absence, and it was therefore not 
within the competence of the A G G to remove him 

(c) and (/) In a letter to the A G G the Association stated that “ the opinions 
of the memliors of the Cantonment Board have absolutely no weight as the issue is a 
legal one and has to be decided under the law Actually the only legal question 
which arose ivas whether the A G G was competerit to remove Mr Augier in the 
face of the Board’s rejection of the resolution proposing his removal, and this ques 
tion was decided in the negative, not by the Board but by the A G G Government 
are satisfied that the A G G ’s decision was correct and they do not propose to move 
further in the matter 


Repbesentation of Dr Desai, a Member of the Deolali Cantonment 

Board 

63 Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan • (a) With reference to 
Government’s reply to unstarred question No 178 in the Legislative 
Assembly on the 22nd Febiuary, 1930, will Government please state if 
they have completed their inquiries regarding the representation of 
Dr Desai, a member of the Deolali Cantonment Board, referred to 
theiein ? 

(b) If so, will they please communicate the result of their inquiries 
to the House 1 

Mr. O M Young • (a) Yea 

A statement h laid on the table 

statement 

(a) Yes 

(ft) The stntenicnt is generally correct 

(c) The other elected members of the Cantonment Board did not approach the 
Ilon’ble tiie Agent The All India Cantonments Association approached him 

(d) The attention of the Association was drawn to the fact that before the 
A G G could remove Mr Augier it was necessary under clause (ft) of sub section (1) 
of section 84 of the Cantonments Act not only that Mr Augier should have been 
absent for moie than 3 consecutive months, but also that he should have been unable 
to explain his absence to the satisfaction of the Board Actually a resolution pro 
posing that the A G G should be requested to remove Mr Augier was rejected by 
the Board The rejection of this resolution w'as clearly tantamount the acceptance by 
the Board of Mr Augier ’s explanation of his absence, and it was therefore not within 
the competence of the A G G. to removia him, 

(c) and (/) In a letter to the A. G G the Association stated, that the opinions 
of th'* members of the Cantonment Board have absolutely no weight as the issue is a 
legal one and has to be decided under the law ** Actually the only leghl question 
which arose was whether the AGO was competent to remove Mr Ajngier in the 
face of th*^ Board's rejection of the resolution proposing his removal, and thif ques- 
tion was uodded m the negative, not by the Board but V ttt A. G. & Qovwiment 
are satisfied tliat the A G G ’s decision was correct and thshr do not propose to move 
further in the matter 
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Employment op Mr Wbatheral by the Executive Officer, Ambala 

Cantonment 

54 Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) With reference to 
Government’s reply to unstarred question No 180 in the meeting of the 
Legislatne Assembly on the 22nd February, 1930, regarding the employ- 
ment ot Ml Weatheral by the Executive Officer, Ambala Cantonment, will 
Government please state if they have finished their inquiries in the 
matter ? 

(6) If so, will they please communicate the result of their inquiries 
to the House 1 

Mr O M, Young . (a) Yes 

(b) A copy of my letter, dated the 14th April, 1930, to Pandit 
Thakur Das Bhargava is in the Library 

Sanction to the Re-Erection of an Old Building by the Executive 
Officer, Ambala Cantonment 

55 Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (o) With reference to 
Government’s reply to unstarred question No 181 in the Legislative 
Assenililv on the 22nd February, 1930, regarding the sanction to the re- 
ereelion ot an old building by the Executive Officer, Ambala Cantonment, 
will (Jov eminent please state if they have made inquiries into the matter ? 

{!)} If so, will they please communicate the result of their inquiries 
to the House ? 

Mr G M Young , (a) Yes 

(h) A copy of my letter dated the 17th March, 1930, to Pandit 
Thakur Das Bhargava has been placed in the Library 

Selection of Candidates for the Indian Civil Service from Burma 

66 U Dwe • (fl) Will Government be pleased to state the number 
of candidates who appeared from the Burma Centre for the Indian Civil 
Service examination in January, 1930, and how many were selected V 

(h) Are Government aware that the minimum for a pass has been 
raised from 550 marks in previous years to 750 marks in 1930 ? If so, what 
are the reasons ? 

(o) Are Government aware that tlio Burma candidates were not noti- 
fied at all about the raising of the standard for a pass ? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state whether they are prepared to 
maintain the pass minimum of 1929 for Burma candidates who appeared m 
the 1930 examination 1 

(e) Will Government be pleased to state whether, for the Indian Civil 
Service m Bturma, they propose to nominate the candidates according to their 
order of merit, irrespective of the fact that they have failed to secure the 
pass minimum f 

The Honourable Mr H. G. Haig : (a) 16 candidates appeared for the 
examination.^ None were selected 
LCCPB(LA) 
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(6) The qualifying mark was raised from 550 to 750 in order to 
secure a higher standard of intellectual attainments among successful 
candidates 
(o) Yes 
id) No. 

(e) This 18 not possible in view of the second footnote to rule 23 of 
the rules and instructions for the ICS examination held m India this 
year, which were published with the Home Department Notification 
No P 281|27“Ests , dated the Ist August, 1929 It was there definitely 
stated that no appointments would be made by nomination in the case of 
Burma 


Complicated Income-Tax Returns 

57 Kai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai . (a) Has it been repiesented to 
Government that the returns prescribed under the Income-Tax Aet to be 
filled up by the assessees are \ery complicated and cannot be propeily 
filled up by an average assessee ? 

{h) Ilaie Government issued any instructions to Income-Tax Officers 
to rendci help to assessees in filling up the returns ? If so, in what form 
18 this help being reiideied ? 

(( ) If no instructions have been issued, do Government propose to do 
so now be directing Income-Tax Officers to accept the material supplied 
b> an assessee and to advise him as to the assessable income that should be 
filled up 111 the returns as the result of the examination of that material by 
the Income Tax Officei ^ 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) The Government do not 
consider that the returns can fairly be described as very complicated, but 
no doubt a considerable number of assessees may find them so 

(b) The Central Board of Rev^enue hav'e issued instructions in 
paragraph 67 of the Income-tax Manual that Income-tax Officials should 
assist assessees who find any difficulty m filling up the returns The 
Member, Central Board of Revenue, has also repeated these instructions 
in the course of his tours The Government see no reason to believe that 
they are not being generally observed 

(c) Does not arise The Government see no necessity to issue any 
further instructions on the subject 

Hardship of Business Men making Income-Tax Returns. 

58 Rai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai : (a) Are Government aw^are that 
in every business, some expense is incurred, of which it is not in the in- 
terest of business to give details or to make a record t 

(b) Is it a fact that Income-Tux Officers do not accept the above ex- 
penditure as a valid deduction from income owing to the details thereof 
having not been given f 

(c) Are Government aware that the above practice is very adversely 
affecting the interests of business ? 

(J) 'What do Go^ernment propose to do to r^ove this hardship to 
business men ? 



UNSTARRBD QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


309 


(e) Do Government propose to fix a certain percentage of income to 
be considered as hona fide expenditure under this head on an assessee’s 
filing an affidavit as to the expenditure having actually been incuiTed in 
the inteiests of business ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) Government are not pre- 
pared to accept this general statement 

{h) It is necessary m order tc ensure accurate assessment that 
evidence of expenditure should be pioduced 

(c) The Go-vernment see no reason to suppose that the answer to 
this question is in the affirmative 

id) The Government do not admil that any hardship is caused to 
honest business ink'll by the r^^fusal to admit claims to deducnons of 
which the validity is not proved 

{e) The Governmenf have no intention of taking any such action 
They consider that if such a course were taken, there would be a grave 
risk of penalising the general tax payer and the scrupulous assessee for 
the benefit of the less serupulous assessee 

Determination op Assessable Income 

59 Rai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai : {a) Are Government aware that 

under the existing Income-Tax Act even the income-tax paid in a year is 
not deducted from the assessable income of that year ? 

{h) Will the Government state on what principle is this bona fide ex- 
penditure not recognised ? 

(c) Are Government aware that much heart-burning has been caused by 
this method of determining assessable income ? 

(d) Do Government intend to do anything m the direction of removing 
this disability of the assessees ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) Yes 

(h) Because the generally recognised principle m assessing income- 
tax is to allow as a deduction from the income to be assessed only ex- 
penditure incurred in order to earn such income, and a tax based on and 
paid out of such income is not an item of such expenditure 

(c) The Government are not aware of any such fact 

(d) No 

Determination of the Profits of Petty Traders fob Income-taii 

Purposes. 

60 Bai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai : (a) Are Government aware that 

a large number of petty traders and contractors have neither the necessity 
nor the means of keeping accounts according to the system acceptable to 
Income-Tax Officers t 

(h) Is it a fact that in all those cases the Income-Tax Officers apply 
an arbitrary flat^rate of profit to determine the asses^ible income f 
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(c) Are Govetrnment aware that owing to the arbitrary application of 
flat-rate of profit, there is great discontentment among the petty trade r8> 
Arfected thereby f 

{d) Is it a fact that suggestions have been made to the Government 
to have a Standing Advisory Committee of businessmen formed at every 
place to advise the Income-Tax Officer in the determination of flat-rate of 
profit ^ 

(e) Do Government propose to carry out the above suggestion, if not, 
how do Government propose to ensure that the flat-rate of profit so arrived 
at, is not unduly excessive 1 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster . (a) Considerable latitude is 
allowed in the matter of accounts and paragraph 37 of the Income-tax 
Manual reads as follows 

“ No viniform method of u counting is prescribed for all taxpa>cr<i, and everj 
taxpayer may so far as possible adopt such form and system of aceoniiting js is 
best suited i?ci bis purposes ’ ’ 

It 18 thought that this allows reasonable latitude, for all that is re(]uired 
IS a form of account from which the income-tax can be computed If an 
assessee is liable to income-tax it is in his own interest that he should 
keep an account in such a form 

Where there are no proper materials for computing the 
assessable income, fiat rates ot piofit are applied to the turnover, if it is 
known or can be estimated This is done as affording the last means of 
getting at a reasonable estimate 

(c) The Government do not admit that the rates applied are 
arbitrary In a large proportion of cases, at all events, if the assessee 
18 dissatisfied with the results of the flat rate system of assessment the 
remedy — namely, maintenance of proper accounts — is in his own hands. 
The aim of the Income-tax Department is to secure correct assessments 

{d) No such suggestions can be traced The Tiicome-lax Depart- 
ment will always welcome the assistance of accredited bodies, represen- 
tative of different trades, m fixing the flat rates But they would much 
prefer not to be driven to the necessity of assessing on flat rates at all 

(e) The Governinent do not propose to take any notion in the matter 
Any representations on such subjects made to the Central Board of 
Revenue have always received, and will continue to receive, full consi- 
deration 

Setting ofp of Losses against Profits for Income-tax Purposes 

61. Rai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai : (a) Is it a fact that, under the 

existing Income-tax Act, loss in a btusiness is set off against income only 
in the year in which that loss occurs, even if the amount of loss is con- 
siderably in excess of the income of th^ year t 

{h) Is it a fact that several Indian Chambei*s of Commerce have pro- 
isted against the above sy^m and have urged the setting off of the whole 
►ss even if this process extends to the years succeeding the one in which 
le losF has occurred t 

(c) What action have Government taken on this protest T 
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(d) Do Government propose to so alter the law that a business los 
is set off aj^ainst assessable income till the whole amount of the loss l^ thui 
accounted for ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) Yes 

(b) Yes 

(c) and (d). The Honourable Member’s attention is drawn to th< 
promise that I gave in this House on 22nd March last, that as soon as I was 
convinced that the Revenue position would stand it, I would make a start 
with the introduction of the principle of carrying forward losses, anC 
that orders had already been issued foi^the collection of statistics to en 
able me to gauge the financial effect of doing so The first instalment 
of those statistics should be received shortly, but the principle of carry 
ing forward losses can only be introduced at earliest with effect from 
the beginning of the next financial yeai , and then only if our resource? 
permit of our introducing it 

Disabilities of Business Men under the Income-tax Act 

62 Rai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai * (a) Have Government received 

representations from the various Indian Chambers of Commerce to the effect 
that the rates of income-tax as now existing and the system of determin- 
ing assessable income by disallowing many legitimate deductions consti- 
tute a great hmderance to the progress of trade and industry in India f 

(b) Do Government propose under the circumstances to appoint 
a special committee to mquiie into the disabilities of business men and 
indiisti idhsts undei the present Act and to amend the Act with h view 
(■0 remove those disabilities 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster . (a) It is difficult for me to 
answer a question so generally exprc'^sed The Government have from 
time to time received representations in regard to various details con- 
cerning the computation of assessable income, and have always given — 
as thev will continue to give — such representations their careful consi* 
dt‘ration 

The Government have no reason to believe that the rates of income- 
tax hinder the progress of trade and industry in India Nor have they 
any leason to believe that any legitimate deductions are disallowed 

(b) The Government have no such intention 

EIepresbntation op the All-India Cantonments' Association at the 
Round Table Conference 

63 Eai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai : (a) Is it a fact that the All- 

[ndia Cantonments Association has approached the Government for re- 
presentation in the forthcoming Round Table Conference T 

(b) Will Government be pleased* to state if any decision has been 
^rrive<I at in the matter and communicated to the All-India Canton- 
nents' Aj^ociation f If not, do GoA'ernment propose to favourably 
onsider this representation t 

(e) Are Government aware that there are about a million civilian 
osidents in Cantonments of India who are governed by a special law 
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and the house owners class among whom has enormous interests vested m 
the Cantonment property f 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig : (a) Yes 

(5) As regards representation at the Round Table Conference £ 
can add nothing to His Excellency’s statement of the 31st October last 
and his letter to the Prime Minister Avhich was published on the 13th 
May, 1930 

(c) The Civilian population of the cantonments in India, who are 
probably nearly a million in nurtber, as stated, are subject to a municipal 
law which differs from the ordinary municipal law to such extent only as 
18 necessary to provide for the health and well being of the troops, for 
whom the cantonments piiiuaiily exist Theie is also a special Act 
regulating the occupation of certain houses in cantonments by military 
officers 

Railway Passes issued to Subordinate Railway Employees 

64 Rai Bahadur Lala Parma Lai . (a) Is it a fact that passes to 

railway employees drawing Rs 75 or less are not issued for foreign lines 
beyond a certain distance f 

(b) Are Government aware that the vast niajoritv of railway sub- 
ordinates belong to this grade and that the piesent restriction is cdusing 
great hardship to them ? 

(e) Is it a fact that representation has been made by the railway 
employees to redress certain grievances m connection with issuing of 
passes ? 

(d) Do Government propose under the circumstances to remove the 
above restriction 1 

Mr. A. A L Parsons * (a) Over the Madras and Southein Maliratta, 
the Bengal Nagjmr and the East Indian Railways free passes for em- 
ployees of foreign railways who draw, in the case of subordinate staff, 
not less than Rs 40 and not more than Rs 75, and in the case of clerical 
staff not more than Rs 75, are limited to a maximum distance of 300 
miles over each of these Railways For the distances in excess of 300 
miles over these Railways fares are charged at one-third of the public 
rate. 

(h) Government are not aware of the percentage which this class of 
railway subordinate staff bears to the total, but they undoubtedly re- 
present' a consideiable proportion Government are not aware that this 
restriction is a cause of great hardship to the staff in question 

(c) Yes 

(d) 1 may explain for the information of the Iloiioui’able Member 
that the restriction to 300 miles on these three Railways of the conces- 
sion of free passes to employees of foreign railw^ays is due to the fact 
that the three Railways in^ question have on their systems a very large 
number of pilgrim centres and th&t holder^’ of these passes travel more 
over these Railways than over other systems The Agente of these Railways 
consider that the grant of such passes for unrestricted distances OA^er their 
lines would constitute an unduly excessive privilege 

This is a matter within the demsion of Agents and Government do 
not propose to take action further than to send a copy of the Honour- 
able Member’s question and of my replv to the Agents 
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Refund of Railway Freight Overcharged. 

65 £ai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai : (o) Is it a fact that in Railway 

Administrations in India when overcharge in freight is made owing to 
wrong classification of goods or to excess weight, the refund thereof is 
granted after much delay, on a reference to the Commercial Manager ? 

(b) Is it a fact that in case of under-charge of freight any reason 
whatsoever, a memo is sent by the Audit Officer and the under-charge is 
realised directly from the person concerned by the railway subordinate ? 

(c) Will Government explain why an overcharge not similarly 
pointed out by the Audit Officer and paid to the person concerned without 
his making .iny application for the same ^ 

(d) Are Government aware that the public are experiencing great 
trouble and loss owing to then lack of information of the piesent system 
of getting lefunds and the difficulties iinohed in getting the same ? 

(e) What is the liabilitj^ under the existing system of the railway 
subordinate who is responsible for the under-charge ? 

(/) Does a similar responsibilitv exist in case of overcharge ? If 
not, why not t 

(g) Do ( io\eiiim<nit juopose to intioduce some definite system wffiich 
raaj ensuic the i of mid of o\eichaige freight automatically without the 
person coineined haMng to mo\e in the matter ? 

Mr A A L Parsons (a) Yes, except that Government are not 
aware that there is much dela\ in gt anting these refunds 

(b) Undcrchaiges discoveied are debited to the stall responsible 
Government are not aware to wliat ( xtent the subordinate staff recoNer 
the amount of the undercharge fiom the consignor or consignee 

(c) The Accoui'ts Office is leipiiKd to bring to the notice ot the 
Traffic Officer concerned overcheiges of not less than Rs and the Traffic 
Officer then arranges refunds after ascertaining the name of the party 
legally entitled to such refunds 

(d) No 

(ei He is liable to mako good tlm full amount of the undercharge 

(/) No The conditions undei which reco\ cries on account of 
undercharges are made differ materially from those applying to refunds 
of overcharges The second part of this question does not arise 

(g) In view of the answer to part (c) of the question, this question 
does not arise 


Provision op Advisory Boards for Railways 

66. Bai Bahadur I«ala Panna * Lai : (a) What is the existing 

arrangement for the provision of an Advisory Board in Railway's Jn 
India 1 

(h) What IS the constitution of these Boards and how ha\c they 
worked since their creation ? 

(cl What IS the representation of the commercial and industrial classes 
m those Boards t 
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(d) Arc Government piepared to consider the desirability of creating 
an Advisory Board m every division of railway, in case it has pioved 
usefid, wjieic t exists at present ? 

Mr A A. L Parsons . (a) An Advisory Committee has been consti- 
tuted for each of the 13 Class I Railways in India, with the exception of 
the Jodhpur Railway and also tor the Barsi Light Railway On six of 
these Railways, there are, in addition to the main Advisory Committee, 
one or, in some cases, two branch Advisory Committees 

(b) and (c) Regarding the constitution of these Committees and 
the extent of representation of commercial and industrial classes theieon 
I would refer the Honourable Member to the memorandum regarding 
Railwav Local Advisorv Committees, a copy of which v as laid on the 
table in Delhi when a reph ivas given to Mr B S Kamat’s question 
[*Jo. 376 on the 19th February, 1923 The existing Committees have 
tfeen constituted m accordance with the general pmnciples detailed there- 
n with such minor modifications as have seemed desirable under differing 
local conditions Tlu'se Committees ha\e proved of considerable ad- 
vantage both to the public and to railways since their creation For 
particulais as to tlieii \Aorking during the financial year of 1928-29, I 
vould refei the ITnnouiablo Member to paragraph 17 of Vol T of the 
Report bv the Railwav Boaid on Indian Railways for 1928-29, a copy of 
vhich IS in the Library of the House 

(d) No Branch Committees have been constituted where considered 
desirable and this practice will be extended if and as required 

Overcrowding of Third Class Railway Carriages 

67 Rai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai : (a) Are Government aware 

that there is still a good deal of overcrowding in third class carnages on 
all lines, especially on the North Western Railway ? 

i'b) Do Government propose to issue instructions to the railwaj^ offi- 
cer concerned that the number of passengers actually seated m a compart- 
ment shoukl not exceed the maximum number permitted to be accommo- 
dated in that compartment i 

(c) Do any arrangements exist at present for duplicate trains at 
irapoitanl stations to convey passengers left behind ’ If so, where ? 
If not do Government pixipose to consider the desii ability of arianging 
duplicate trams at times of need when there is rush of traffic ^ 

(d) Is there any proposal of providing fans in intermediate class and 
third class carriages in the summer season 1 If so, when is this reform 
likely to take effect ^ 

Mr A. A L. Parsons : (a) I would refer the Honourable Member in 
this connection to my reply in Delhi to parts (6), (c) and (/) of Mr. 
Lalchand Navalrai's question No. 138 on the 21st January, 1930 

(b) Government is aware that Railway Administrations are giMng 
constant attention to the que^t^on o^ oyercrowding and do not consider 
that the issue of instructions is called for at this stage 

(c) An arrangement for running duplicate trains is not* normally 
feasible Information as to the number of passengers intending to en- 
train is not aveulable beforehand, and it is not known whether the num- 
ber of passengers for whom it will not be possible to find accommodation 
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in the regular service will be adequate to justify the running of an un- 
scheduled tram. 

(d) Government have had the matter refened to m the first part 
of the question under consideration, but do not propose to take any action, 
at any rate at present The second part of the question does not there- 
fore arise 


Appointment of Sikhs as Income-Tax Officers 

68 Sardar Gulab Singh ; (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the total number of Income-Tax Officers and Assistant Income-Tax Officers 
workinj/ at present in the Punjab, North West Frontier and Delhi Pro- 
\iriccs ’ 

{h) Ts it a fact that Sikhs are insufficiently represented m this cadre, 
according to the recogru'-ed poiceutagc ? 

(c) If the leplv to part {h) is in the affirmative, do Government pro- 
pose to a])pojnt some Sikhs to make up this deficiency ? 

(d) Are Government aware of the fact that Jat zammdar Sikhs are 
insufficieiitl:y lepiescuted in j>aiticular ? 

me Honourable Sir George Schuster * (a), {b), (c) and (d) I ha\e 
called for the information that the Honourable Member desiies and will 
communicate it to him wffien I have received it 

Tenders for the Supply of Railway Stores 

69 Rai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai . (a) Is it a fact that m getting 

supplies of railway stores for State-owned railways, tendeis are issued 
to contnutors vho aie not the manufacturers of the goods required / 

(b) Is it a fact that the Indian Stores Department has in case of the 
supply of cloth decided to issue tenders only to textile manufacturers and 
not to geufual contractors ? 

(c) If the answer to part (&) be in the affirmative, why is not the 
same system followed in State-owned railways ^ 

(d) Do Oo\eiiiment propose to lay down as a principle that where the 
goods required are manufactured in India, tenders for their supplies will 
be issued only to the manufacturers 

(e) Is it a fact 'that there an* ^c\eral glass manufacturing factories 
m India ^ Do Government propose to follow the above principle in the 
case of glassware supplies to State-owned railways ? 

IHr. A. A. L Parsons : (a) InMtations to tender are issued to firms 
who are registered on the list of approved contractors for the particular 
classes of stores required The placing of the contract depends on the 
quality, price and delivery terms offered In the case of articles manu- 
factured m India, conti>aets are invariably placed with manufacturers, 
provided that their rates are competitive and quality aoceptaWe, but 
occjasionally these contracts are secured by accredited selling agents of 
manufacturers distributors. 

* (5) The aii^rwfer is in the negative 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) No. 



816 


LEGISLATIVB ASSEMBLY. 


[14th July 1930. 


(e) Part (i), Yes Part (ti) The principles stated in reply to 
part (a) of the question are and will continue +o be followed in respect 
of supplies of glassware, as in respect of other classes of stores 

Advancement of the Glass Industry in India 

70 Eai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai : (a) Have Government received 

a lepresentatior from the All-India Glass Manufacturers’ Association sug- 
gesting tertain measures for the advancement of the glass industry m 
India 

(h) If so what were the measures suggested and what action have 
Goveinment taken theieon up to this time ? 

(c) If no action has been taken so far, do Government propose to take 
any action ? If so, what and when ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : (a) Yes 

(h) The Association asked tor tariff protection to the Glass 
industry, removal of the import duty on Soda Ash and a reduction of 
railway rates 

(o) After examining the application Government informed the 
Association that they did not find a pnma facie case for referring to 
the Tariff Board the question of protection that they could not hold 
out any immediate hope of a reduction in the import duty on vSoda Ash, 
but that the matter would be considered in connection with other pro- 
posals for the reduction of duties on raw materials, and that, as regards 
a reduction in lailway rates, the Association should address the rail- 
ways concerned direct 

Several further representations ha\e subsequently been received 
and additional figures supplied These have been carefully examined 
and Government hope shortly to be in a position to decide whether 
the question of portection to this industry shall be referred to the 
Tariff Board 

Appointments and Promotions on the Eastern Bengal Railway 

71 Rai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai : (a) Will Government be 

pleased to state how many appointments in the Traffic Department carry- 
ing a salary exceeding Rs 150 per mensem have been made since 1924 m 
the Eastern Bengal Railway 1 

(h) How many of the above appointments have gone to new men 1 
What are their qualifications and what procedure was adopted in their 
selection " 

(c) What are the rules affecting the prospects of a railway employee 
w’oikiug on the maximum pay of hss post for some years ? 

(d) Is there any system under which a railway employee working 
on the maximum salary of a post in a wrtain Department for some years 
and having no opening for promotion in that Branch, can be transferred 
to some other railway branch ? If so, what is hat system and are there any 
rules gt voi'iung it f 



UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


317 


Mr. A. A L Parsons : (a) and (&) I have called for the informa- 
lon from the Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway, and will communicate 
vith the Honourable Member on its receipt. 

(c) If the employee has been on the same rate of pay for five years 
r more, is qualified for promotion and has rendered exceptionally good 
^ork, the question of granting him a personal allowance is considered 

(d) No rules have been prescribed, but there is no bar to all em- 
ployees in one department of a railway being considered for an 
ippointment m another Department for which he is qualified 

Recommendations op the Tariff Committee 

72 Rai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai . (a) Will Government be pleased 
0 state if nil the recommendations of the Tariff Committee ha\e been 
arried out ^ 

(//) Ti not, to which of the recommendations has effect been given 
,0 far and ho'\^ do Government propose to deal with the rest ? 

u) AVill Government lay on the table a statement giving the abo\e 
nfonnation in detail ? 

The Honourable Sir George Ramy : (a) The Government have not 
ippointed any Tariff Committee for the revision of the tariff 

(h) and (c) Do not arise 

Appointment of Indians as Assistant Storekeepers in Arsenals 

73 Rai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai * (a) Did the Government of India 
n recent years inaugurate a scheme tor the employment of As.>istant Store- 
?cepeis in various Arsenals in Indi.i as a pait of the Indianisation scheme T 

If so, when was that scheme carried into effect ? 

(c) TIov man}^ Indian Assistant Storekeepers have been employed 
.ince then 

(d) Is any waiting list of selected candidates kept in the Ordnance 
3fiiee ? ft so how many candidates are on the waiting list f Does it 
•ontain candidates selected in 1928 ? How many of them have been 
ippointed and how many are still on the waiting list and what are their 
prospects of employment ^ 

(e) Have any appointments been made of men not on the waiting list t 
[f so, will Government please state the number of such appointments made 
md the leasons for doing so ? 

(/) What action do Government propose to take to expedite the 
[ndianisation of the above scheme according to the assurances held out at 
ihe time of the inauguration of the scheme T 

Blr. G M. Young : (a) Yes 

(b) In April 1928 as a permanent measure, 

(c) 21, of whom 6 have been transferred to the Provision Section of 
Army Headquarters in place of British soldiers, '^he remaining 16 are 
employed in Arsenals 
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id) A waiting list is maintained at Army Headquarters ; there are 14 
candidates on the Jist^ none of whom were selected for inclusion before 1929. 
The 15 assistant storekeepers now employed in arsenals were selected m 

1928 

Under the terms of the scheme, one civilian assistant storekeeper is 
appointed in every fourth vacancy caused by the transfer of a British 
soldier. The rate of recruitment therefore depends on the number of such 
vacancies, but it is anticipated that the 14 men now on the waiting list 
will be employed within two years 

(e) One candidate not on the waiting list was appointed in April 

1929 The waiting list is merely a register of suitable candidates and when 
a vacancy o'ccurs, the appointing officer may select the most suitable 
person known to him whether his name is on the list or not 

if) Government will not be m a position to increase the rate of 
Indianisation authorised until further experience has been gained, and it 
has been ascertained how the Assistant Storekeepers will tare in the duties 
as storekeepeis in charge ot quantities of technical stores 

Safeguarding of the Interests of Indian Apprentices in the 
Kharagpur Railway Workshops 

74. Mr. 8 0. Blitra : (a) With reference to their answers to my 
stairod questions in the Legislative Assembly No 644 (b) and (c), dated 
the 18th September, 1929, will Government be jileased to state what 
stability and security there are tor the retention and training ot the Indian 
and particularly of the Grade “ A ’’ apprentices in the Kharagpur Railwav 
Workshops 1 

(b) Are Go\einment aware that in the Kharagpur Railway Work- 
shops the Indian and the Giade “ A ” apprentices in particular, are dis- 
charged for mere reason of “ unsatisfactory work ’’ even after their con- 
firmaiions on satisfactor} leports and retention foi two or three years and 
more 

(c) How many similar cases occurred with the Anglo-Indian and 
Eurojiean apprentices in the Kharagpur Railwav Workshops and have thev 
been discharged on like ground, viz, “ Unsatisfactory work ” and aftei 
their eonfirmations and retention foi more than two years, three years and 
three and half \ears ? Will Government please furnish this House with a 
statement of those cases with full particulars 

(d) Do Government propose to adopt protective measures to safe- 
guard the interests of the Indian and particularly of the Grade “ A '' 
apprentices in the Kharagpur Railway Workshops and to save them from 
being discharged without giving them sufficient fair trials ? 

(e) Are the Indian and the Grade A ’’ apprentices in particular 
given all sorts of facilities and all round fair trials m all the Departments 
and their respective branches or shops in the Railway Workshops at 
Khaiagpur before their work is declared to be “ unsuitable ” and un- 
satisfactory and prior to their discharge on those grounds f If not, why 
not * 

Mr A. A. L Parsons : (o) Thoro is no obligation on the part of 
the Railway Administration to guarantee employment to apprentices of 
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any class after completion of their training In actual practice, however, 
apprentices of all claSseS are retained by the Bengal Nagpur l^ilway as 
Improvers provided they have completed their apprenticeship period satis- 
factorily 

(b) Apprentices whether Indians, Europeans or Anglo-Indians aW 
discharged for unsatisfactory work at any stage of their apprenticeship 

(c) A statement giving the information asked for has been placed 
in the Library. 

(d) and (e). Every reasonable consideration is given to Apprentices 
of all communities and no one is discharged without a fair trial and good 
reasons 

Racial Discrimination in the Issue of Passes on the Bengal Nagpur 

Railway 

75. Mr. S. C. Mitra * (a) With reference to their answers to my 
starred questions m the Legislatne Assembly No 693 (a) and (Z>), dated 
^the 2l8t March, 1930, will Government be pleased to state whether it is a 
f&tt that in the matter of “ free privilege passes and tickets at concession 
idtes the Anglo-Indian and European apprentices in the Kharagpur 
Raihsay Workshops are allowed “ Inter class passes and tickets at con- 
cession rates ’’ from the second year of their course of apprenticeship , 
but the Indian apprentices and particularly the Grade “ A apprentices 
in the same workshops are forced to remain satisfied throughout the period 
of their apprenticeship, with the “ Third class free privilege passes and 
tickets at concession rates 1 

(h) It the reply to part {a) abo\e is in the affirmative, will Govern- 
ment be pleased to explain whether there are particular reasons for this 
diffeiential tieatment, and if not, what steps they propose to take m order 
to do a^\ay with the racial discrimination in the Bengal Nagpur Railway t 

(c) Are Go\ernment prepared to instruct the Bengal Nagpur Rail- 
way to maintain a uniform system ol tieatment in the matter of awards 
of all concessions ^and privileges to all their apprentices irrespective of 
their caste, colour or creed ? If not, \\h> not ? 

Mr A A L Parsons : (a) The Honourable Member’s attention is 
invited to my reply m Delhi to pait (b) of his question No 693 of the 21st 
March, 1930 

(b) Does not arise 

(c) The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to paragraph 2 of 
R^il\yay Board’s letter No 7887-E , dated 28th June, 1930, m answer to 
his question No 765 of the 22nd March, 1930 

Pay and Accommodation op Indian Apprentices at the KHARAdpUR 
Railway Woi^kshops. r 

7§. Mr, S. 0. MSitra : (a) Will Government please state whether it 
is a fact that in. the Railway Board’s letter to the Agent, East Imiian 
l^lway, No. 3?24-E., dated the 2t)th July, 192j8, it has b^n clearly dedded 
ihai “ wlmre hostels, are provided, all apprentices itrespective of caste, 
colour or creed should be housed, and M free ahd granted an equal 
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stipend , but where no hostels are provided they should be granted pay 
uteludmg stipends and board allowance at a uniform rate ’ ’ ? 

(h) If the reply to part {a) above is in the affirmative, will Govern- 
ment please state whether the orders referred to in part (a) above were 
communicated to all the Railways in India, including the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway and were their attentions invited to the Railway Board decisions, 
as contained in those orders ? If not, w^hy not ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Railway Board’s decisions and orders 
relerred to in parts (a) and {h) above are not being observed by the 
authorities of the Bengal Nagpur Railway in the cases of their Indian and 
particularly of their “ A ” Grade apprentices in the Kharagpur Railway 
Workshops ? If so, why ? 

{d) Do Government propose to take steps to have those concessions 
and allowances, as are given to the apprentices in the East Indian Railway 
Workshops extended to the apprentices in the Bengal Nagpur Raihvay with 
retrospective effect, viz, from 2(>th July 1926, the date ot the Railway 
Board’s orders ? If not, why not ? 

(e) Will Government please place on the table a copy of the Railway 
Board’s letter to the Agent, East Indian Railway, No 3224-E , dated the 
20th July, 1926 and the enclosures, thereto, if any ? 

Mr. A. A L. Parsons : (a), (h) and (c) Yes. The orders of the 
Railway Board are not binding on the Bengal Nagpur Railway 

(d) No The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to paragraph 
2 of Railway Board’s letter No 7887-E , dated the 28th June, 1930, in 
reply to his question No 765 of the 22nd March, 1930, in which it is stated 
that the Agent, Bengal Nagpui Railway, reports that all distinctions m 
the rules in practice applying to European and Indian Apprentices will be 
removed when the revised scheme tor the training of workshop apprentices, 
which IS under preparation, is gi\en effect to 

(e) A copy of the letter has been placed in the Libiary 

Grievances of “ A ” Grade Apprentices at the Kharagpur Railway 
Workshops 

77. Mr, S. 0. Mitra : {a) With reference to the un-answered portion 
of my starred question m the Legislative Assembly No 644 (/), dated the 
18th Septemper, 1929, will Government please state whether it is a fact 
that a joint representation was made by the “ A ” Grade apprentices in 
the Kharagpur Railway Workshops, to the Chief Mechanical Engineer, 
Bengal Nagpur Railway, at Kharagpur, praying for the redress of their 
several long felt grievances t If so, when was this representation made 
and what steps have been taken by the Railway authorities to redress their 
grievances mentioned therein f 

(6) Will Government please state how many of their grievances have 
been redressed so far ? 

Mr A. A L, Parsons : (a) and (5). The Honourable Member’s 
attention is invited to Railway Board’s letter No 7887-E, dated the 4th 
December, 1929, which contains a full reply to question No 644 of the 18th 
September, 1929. A Reference ha,s been made to the Bengal Nagptir 



UN8TABRBD ^JUBSTTONS AND ANSWERS 

Railway, callings for information asked for by the Honourable Member in 
his question. I will communicate with him on receipt of a reply. 

Grievances op ‘ A ” Grade Apprentices at the Khabaopur Railway 

Workshops 

78. Mr 8 0. Mitra . (a) Is it a fact that in the matter of leave the 
“ A ” Grade apprentices in the Kharagpur Railway Workshops are not 
treated similarly with the monthly rated staff and they are not granted 
sick leave with pay for two months as applicable to the other staff on the 
Railway ? If so, will Government please state what are the reasons for 
this differential treatment ? 

(h) Do Government propose to instruct the Railways to stop this 
unequal treatment to their Grade “ A ” apprentices in particular ? If 
not, why not ? 

Mr A A L Parsona (a) and (b) I have called for information 
from the Agent, Bengal Nagpur Railway, and will communicate with the 
Honourable Member on its receipt. 

Grievances of Apprentices ai the Kharagpur Railway Workshops 

79. Mr. 8. 0, Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that the Indian and particularly 
the Grade “ A apprentices in the Kharagpur Railway Workshops, are 
not permitted to have a recognised trade union of their own ? 

[h) Are Government prepared to instruct the authorities of the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway to permit the formation of such an Association t 
H not, -why not f j 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons (a) Government have no information 

(b) No The Railway Board do not propose to interfere with the 
discretion of the Agent, Bengal Nagpur Railway, in this matter. 

Training of Apprentices at the Kharagpur Railway Workshops 

80 Mr 8. 0. Mitra : (a) Have Government received the informa- 
tions from the Agent, Bengal Nagpur Railway, asked for in my starred 
questions in the Legislative Assembly Nos. 541, 542, 546 and 543, dated 
12th March, 1930, and that of 690 (second part of the question) and 
691 and 692, dated 21st March, 1930, and of 766, dated 22nd and 876, 877 
and 879, dated 28th March, 1930, regarding apprenticeship training in the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway Workshops at Kharagpur f 

(b) If the reply to part (a) above is in the affirmative, will Govern- 
ment please state when they propose to place them on the table, or to 
communicate them to me as promised ’ 

(c) If the reply to part (a) above be m the negative^ are Government 
prepar^ to temind the Agent, Bengal, Nagpur Railway, for the reports and 
to ask the authorities to expedite the answers to those questions t If not, 
M'hy not t 

ito. A. A, L Parsons : (a), (b) and (c). the information asked 
for by the Honourable Member has been supplied in the six letters of the 
Railway Board bearing No. 7887-B , dated 28th June, 1930. 
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Pay of Improvbbs in the Bengal Nagpur Railway Workshops. 

81. Mr. 8. 0. BGtra : (a) Is it a fact that the starting pay for the 
Anglo-Indian improvers in the Bengal Nagpur Railway Workshops has 
been fixed at Rs 120 per mensem, but for the improvers recruited from the 
“ A ” Grade apprentices pay of Rs 46 per mensem has been fixed 1 

(h) If so, what are the reasons for this differential treatment T 

(c) Are Government prepared to reconsider this racial discrimination 
in matters of pay ? If not, why not 1 

Mr A A L. Parsons : (a) Yes 

(6) Reference is invited to the answer given in paragraph 1 of Rail- 
way Board^s letter No 7887-E , dated the 28th June, 1930, to parts (b) 
and (c) of the Honourable Member’s question No 765 of 22nd March, 
1930 

(c) I would invite the Honourable Member’s attention to paragraph 
2 of Railway Board’s letter to which I have just referred 

Subsistence Allowances paid to Apprentices in the Kharagpur 
Railway Workshops 

82. Mr. 8. 0. Mitra : {a) Are Government aware that two different 
scales ol subsistence illowances have been fixed for the apprentices in the 
Kharagpur Railway Workshops, vtz ^ (1) for the Anglo-Indian apprentices 
Rs 33 to Rs 65 and (2) for the Indian Grade “ A ” apprentices Rs 20 
to Rs 33 per month, during the tenure of their five years’ apprenticeship f 

(h) Are Government prepared to reconsider once again the anomaly 
and discrepancy there remained in fixing those two separate scales of 
subsistence allowances for the apprentices [tnz , (1) for the Anglo-Indians 
and that (2) for the Indian Grade A ”] in the Kharagpur Railway 
Workshops f If not, why not ? 

(c) Do Government propose t6 instruct the Bengal Nagpur Railway 
to fix a uniform scale of subsistence allowance for all their apprentices in 
the Kliaragpur Railway Work8hoj>s, irrespective of their birth and colour, 
and to start and train them all on equal terms for all purposes ? If not 
why not ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; (a) The stipends granted to the apprentices 
are as stated by the Honourable Member. 

(h) and (c) The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to the 
reply given in Railway Board’s letter No 7887-B , dated the 28th June, 
1930, to his question No. 765 of the 22nd March, 1930 

Recruitment op Indians as “ Charge Hands ” in the Kharagpur 
Railway Workshops 

83 Mr# 8i> 0. Mitra ; (a) With reference to their answer to my 
starred question m the Legi^ative Assembly No. 644 (p), dated the 18th 
September, 1929, will Government be pleased to state whether it is a iact 
that, since the system of apprenticeship training for Indians was intro- 
duced by the Bengal Nagpur Railway, none of the recruits jfrqm the Grade 
A ” apprentices in the Kharagpur ‘ ^ i ' ^as yet been 

appointed a “ Charge-hand ** f 
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(b) Are Government aware that the appointments of Charge-hands '' 
ha\e always been and are still frequently and regularly given by the Bail- 
way to their recruits from the Anglo-Indian apprentices in the Kharagpur 
Railway Workshops ? 

(c) If the answers to parts (a) and (b) above be in the affirmative, will 
Government please state the reasons for this differential treatment 1 

(d) What are the qualifications required for the posts of “ Charge- 
hands ” in the Kharagpur Railway Workshops ? 

(e) Are the Indian Grade A apprentices given inferior training 
than what is required to qualify them for such posts of ‘ ‘ Charge-hands ’ ’ t 
If so, why 1 

(/} Is it a fact that the Charge-hands in the Bengal Nagpur Rail- 
way Workshops are promoted to the rank of “ Foremen ” in the same 
Workshops ? 

(g) Do Government propose to give chance in the near future to the 
recruits from the Grade “ A ” apprentices of being appointed “ Charge- 
hands ” in the Kharagpur Railway Workshops, like the Anglo-Indian 
apprentices ? If not, why not ? 

(h) Do Government propose to consider the claims of the recruits from 
the Indian Grade “ A ” apprentices for being appointed to the posts of 
“ Charge-hands ” in the Bengal Nagpur Railway Workshops, in equal 
terms with their Anglo-Indian comrades ? If not, why not ? 

Mr A A. L. Parsons : I have called for information from the 
Agent, Bengal Nagpur Railway, and will communicate with the Honourable 
Member on its receipt 

Revision of Rules for Apprentices at the Kharagpur Railway 

Workshops 

84 Mr. 8. 0. Mitra : (a) With reference to the answers to my starred 
questions m the Legislative Assembly, Nos 544 and 545, dated the 12th 
March, 1930, will Government please state when the revision of the rules 
for the apprenticeship training in the Railway Workshops at Kharagpur is 
expected to be completed , and when do they propose to do away with th( 
racial discriminations referred to therein, as promised ? 

(h) When did the authorities of the Bengal Nagpur Railway begin tc 
consider the scheme and the revision of those rules referred to m part (a) 
above ^ 

(c) Are Government aware that in their reply to my starred questioE 
m the Legislative Assembly, No 824 (b), dated the 26th February 1929, and 
in reply to other starred questions on the subject m the last Simla session oj 
this Assembly, Government stated that the revision of the rules is tmdei 
consideration of the authorities of the Bengal Nagpur Railway t If so 
what are the reasons for this unusual delay in revising the rules and remov 
mg all the racial discriminations existing amongst the li^dian Grade ' ' A ’ 
and the Anglo-Indian apprentices in the Kharagpur Railway Workshops ! 

(d) Do Government propose to instruct the Bengal Nagpur Railwaj 
authorities to expedite their consideration of the soheme and the revision oi 
the rules t 
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Bfr. A A L Parsons : (a), (6), (c) and (d) I have called for 
information from the Agent, Bengal Nagpui Railtvay, and will communi- 
cate with the Honourable Member on its receipt 


Rebate on Goods despatched to Afghanistan 

85 Rai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai (a) Is it a fact that a rebate 
equal to two-thirds of railway freight is allowed on goods despatched from 
Karachi to Afghanistan and Persia through the railway line beyond 
Quetta ? 

(b) Are Government aware that a lot of glassware and other goods 
are sent from the Punjab to Afghanistan via Peshawar and Jamrnd, as 
tnat IS the shortest route ? 

(c) Do Government piopose to extend the “ rebate ” to goods sent 
by the loute leitried to in part (6) ? 

(d) If Government do not propose to do so, will they be pleased to 
state the reasons for differentiation m treatment in case of goods intended 
for the same destination by different routes ? 

Bilr A. A L Parsons : (a) A rebate equal to two-thirds of the 
railway freight charge (excluding the Nushki-Duzdap section) is allowed 
on go^s other than coal despatched from Karachi to Afghanistan and 
Persia via the Nushki-Duzdap section of the North-Western Railway 

(b) Government are aware that certain goods traffic from the Punjab 
IS despatched to Peshawar for that portion of Afghanistan served from 
Peshawar 

(c) No. 

(d) The lebates aie being allowed on consignments carried via the 
Nushki-Duzdap Railway, a line over which little traffic moves, to foster 
trade with Persia and Western Afghanistan, the ordinary freight rates 
having proved to be prohibitive The conditions affecting traffic to 
Afghanistan via Peshawar are entirely different. 


Persian Ban on the Import op Indian Goods 

86 Rai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai (a) Is it a fact that the Persian 
Government has laid a ban on the export of Indian goods into their 
country ? 

(b) Have Government any information on the subj'ect ? If not, are 
Government prepared to make enquiries ? 

(c) If the answer to part (a) be m the affirmative, do Government 

propose to take similar action in case of Persian goods imported into 
India, or to take any othcT steps in the matter ? t ^ 

Mr E B Howell : (a) No, Sm 
(h) and (c) Do not arise 


Increased Employment op MuHiftiMADANs on the North Western 

Railway. 


87 Rai Bahadur Lala Fanna jW : (g) Has any circular been 
issued recent^ by the Agent, North Western Railway, about the increased 
emplovment of Muhammadans on th|t4inet 
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(6) If SO, what are the contents of that circular and what are the 
reasons for issuing it f 

(c) Is it a fact that as a result of that circular Hindu employees in 
temporary service or m apprenticeship have been discharged ? If so, 
what IS their number ? 

(d) Does the circular contemplate any consideration for ** merit 
being a factor in railway employment ? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to state the number of Muham- 
madans employed on the North Western Railway since the issue of the 
above-mentioned circular t 

Mr A A L. Parsons : (a) No 

(6) to (e) Do not arise 

Expenditure on the Kangra Valley Railway 

88. Rai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state what was the estimated expenditure on the Kangra Valley Railway 
and what are the actual figures of expenditure ? 

(h) Has there been an enormous excess over estimated expenditure t 
If so, what are the main causes of such excess ? 

(c) Are there any outstanding claims in connection with the constnio- 
tion of the i ailway still pending ? If so, what is their total amount ? 

(d) Is it a fact that owing to this excess expenditure having resulted, 
legitimate claims of constructions are being rejected to avoid a further in- 
crease in this excess '' 

(e) Has there been an outbreak of fire in the Office of Kangra Divi- 
sion ? Has that occasioned the loss of any office record ! 

(/) What has been the cause of the fire and what has been the nature 
of the loss resulting from it ? 

(g) Has any inquiry been made into the causes of the fire ? 

(h) Are Government aware that litigation is threatened on account of 
the outstanding claims 1 

(i) Do Government propose to appoint a committee to inquire into 
these claims and settle them with a view to avoid unnecessary litigation ? 

Mr. A^ A. L Parsons : (a) The original estimate was Rs. 134 
lakhs, and the actual expenditure is expected to be about Rs 296 lakhs 

(2>) The matter is under enquiry. 

(c) Contractors’ claims amounting to Rs 29 lakhs form the subject 
of arbitration proceedings, the results of which are not yet known 

id) No. 

(e) Yes 

(/) and (g) An enquiry made by the local police authorities found 
that the fire was accidental 

(k) No 

(♦) , No. As has been explaaned, the ela^ form the subject of arbi- 
tration proceedings. 
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Membership of the Cantonment Board, Lahore, of a Lessee of 
Cantonment Land 

89 Bai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai (a) Are Government aware that 
in Lahore Cantonment the member nominated to represent agricultural 
intere‘,18 on the Board is the lessee of the Board with regard to a large area 
of Government land in the cantonment ? 

(b) Is it a fact that beyond t’he cantonment land held bj him on lease, 
he has no (fiber land in the Cantonment or outside as his own property ? 

(c) Are Government aware that the people of Lahore Cantonment con- 
sider the member in question to be ineligible for membership inasmuch as 
in tJie position of a lessee, he derives benefit from the Cantonment BoaPd by 
carrying on a sort of business transaction with it 1 

(d) Do Government propose under the circumstance to issue a ruling 
whether a lessee of a Cantonment land held on lease for purposes of profit, 
is eligible for membership ? 

Mr G M. Young ; I am making enquiries and will let the 
Honourable Member know the result m due course 

Confirmation of Sub-Overseers and Sub-Divisional Officers in the 
Military Engineering Service 

90 Bai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state liow many permanent sub-overseers woiking in the Military 
Engineering Service have been confirmed during the last three years ? 

(h) Does confirmation take place on seniority by length of service or 
aie there other considerations as well to weigh in this matter ? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state how many temporary Sub 
Divisional Offlceis ther^ are waiting for confirmation, how many of them 
belong to the Northern Command, what are their names and what is their 
length of service as temporary Sub-Divisional Officers V 

(d) How many permanent vacancies of Sub-Divisional Officers are 
there in all and how many are likely to be confirmed in the current financial 
year 

(e) Have the claims of any temporary Sub-Divisional Officers been 
passed over for confirmation, and if so, for what reasons f 

Mr G M. Young : (a) The information is being obtained from 
the Chief Engineers of Commands 

(b) Merit also is taken into consideration when the question of con- 
firming a temporary employee arises. 

(c) There are two qualified temporary Sub-Divisional Officers on the 
waiting list, Mr Nand Singh in the Northern and Mr P S Pandit in the 
Southern Command. They have conlpleted one year and two montlis and 
one year and ten months ’ service, respectively 

(d) There is only one vacancy at present It is anticipated that eight 
more vacancies will occur during the current financial year. 

(e) The answer to the first part pl»the question is in the negative. 
The second does not arise 
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Retorted Tbrrorisation in Ambala Cantonment. 

9] Eai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai (a) Has the attention of the 
Government been drawn to an article headed ‘ ‘ Terrorisation in Ambala ’ ^ 
published m the Cantonment Advocate for May, 1930 ? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state what the facts of the case 
arc, and if the facts mentioned in the Cantonment Advocate are correct f 

(o) Do Government propose to take any action in the matter to prevent 
officers who are carrying on Cantonment Administration from being thus 
humiliated ? 

Mr G M Young (a) Government ha\e seen the article 

(6) and (r) I am making enquiries and will let the Honourable 
Member know the result 

Conservancy Tax in Cawnpore Cantonment 

92 Eai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai (a) Is it a fact that the 
conservancy tax in Cawnpore Cantonment has been recently raised to 12i 
per cent on the annual value of the house ? 

{h) Did a deputation of the local Association Yait upon the President, 
Cantonment Board, Cawnpore, to represent to him the oppressively heavy 
character of the above tax ^ 

(c) Is it a fact that the President informed the deputation that the 
tax would be reconsidered 1 

(d) Is it the guiding principle of taxation in a cantonment that it 
should be as nearly equal to taxation in the neighbouring city as possi- 
ble ? 

{e) Are Government awaie that the conservancy tax in Cawnpore city 
IS thiee times less than that of the cantonment ? 

(/) Do Government propose to instruct the authorities concerned to 
re-consider the rate of the conservancy tax and to bring it down to the 
Je-vel of the Cawnpore City, if the same may not have been already done ’ 

Mr G M Young : I am making enquiries and will let the 
Honourable Member know the result in due course 

Payment op Counsel to depend Soldiers and Officers Court-Martialled. 

93 Rai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state if there is any provision in the Indian Army law to provide facili' 
ties for defence in case of soldiers and officers court-martialled for military 
oflfenees ? If so, m what form are those facilities provided ? 

(b) What arrangement is made for the defence of the accused wheti 
they cannot afford to engage a defence counsel ? Do Government bear the 
cost of engaging a counsel ? 

(c) Is it a fact that Mr Mukaydi Lai, M L C , Bar -at-Law of Lans- 
downe Cantonment, was engaged to ‘defend the 17 Garhwalis who were re- 
cently tried for some military offence at Abbottabad 1 

(d) Did the Government pay this counsel his fee for working as a 
defence counsel ? If so, what was the amount paid and what was thet 
amount claimed by the counsel T 

(e) Was the full amount claimed paid t If not, why not t 
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Mr. G M Yomiff : (a) Yes, Sir I would refer the Honourable 
Member to Rule 81 of the Indian Army Act Rules A person accused 
before a court martial may have any person to assist him during: his tnal 
and if such person is either a legal practitioner or a mihtary officer, he has 
all the rights, duties and facilities of counsel 

(b) The usual practice is to allow the accused to have the assistance 
of the best qualified officer available who appears at the trial as “ Friend 
of the Accused ' ’ Such an officer has the same rights as Counsel Govern- 
ment do not bear the cost of engaging Counsel 

(c) Mr. Mukandi Lai was engaged by the accused A British officer 
of the Garhwah Regiment also appeared as Friend ”. 

(d) The answer to the first part is in the negative The second does 
not therefore anse 

(e) Does not arise. 

Discharge of certain Cantonment Fund Employees 

94 Rai Bahadur Lala Paima Lai (a) Are Government aware that 
in Quetta, Saugor, Naini Tal and Agra Cantonments, several old Canton- 
ment Fund Employees having long records of service behind them were 
discharged under a wrong interpretation and application of rule 6 (1) of 
the Cantonment Fund Servants Rules ? 

(b) Will Go^ernment please state the names of those di^^charged during 
the last Tour years and the period of their service before discharge ? 

(c) Is it a fact that Gov^ernment have since admitted that rule 6 (1), 
even as it stood before its recent amendment, did not confer any power on 
the Cantonment Authority to discharge a Cantonment Fund servant ^ 

id) Are Government aware that the employees so discharged are m 
great distress and that there is a general feeling in the Cantonments that 
great injustice has been done to them ? 

(e) What step do Government piopose to take to leinstate those 
Cantonment Fund employees who have been discharged under a wrong 
interjiretation of rule 6 (1) ? 

Mr. G M Young : (a) So far as Government are aware, no 
Cantonment Fund employee m the contonments referred to was discharged 
under a misinterpretation of rule 6 (1) of the Cantonment Fund Servants^ 
Rules 

{h) Does not arise 

(c) Yes 

(d) and (e) Government are awaroUiat persons discharged under a 
misinterpretation of the rule have sopie grievance, and they have accord- 
ingly issued instructions restricting the application of the rule to ca^s, 
where the discharge of a servant is necessitated by reduction of establish- 
tuent. 
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Government Circulars interpreting the Cantonment Act and Rules 

THEREUNDER 

95 Rai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai (a) Is it a fact that since April, 
1924 — the date of the enforcement of the Cantonments Act now in force — • 
the Oo> eminent have issued a large number of circulars, circular letters 
aiid othex departmental instructions for the guidance of Cantonment 
Authorities about the interpretation and application of the various sections 
of the Cantonments Act and the rules framed by the Goveinnient there- 
under ? 

(b) Is it a fact that to guard public interests and to point out to Gov- 
ernment where a circular seemed to override or change the spirit or meaning 
of Cantonment law, the All-India Cantonments’ Association requested the 
Government to supply a copy of every such circular oi of all such cor- 
respondence in which instructions ot general character applicable to Can- 
tonment Administration were conveyed ? 

{£) Is it a fact that some of these circulars have been marked confi- 
dential / 

(d) Will Government please explain why circulars explaining the sec- 
tions of the Cantonments Act or the rules framed thereunder or affecting 
questions pertaining to Cantonment Administration are treated as con- 
fidential ’ 

(e) Is it a fact that Government have refused to supply the Associa- 
tion with copies of circulars of departmental instructions ? 

(/) Are Government awaie that the result of their action is that there 
IS no uniformity in the method of carrying on administration in various 
cantonments, and that there is gieat resentment at Government issuing 
circulars secretly regarding the application of cantonment law to canton- 
ment administration ? 

(g) Will Government be pleased to explain their policy m the matter, 
and state reasons wh> it has ignored the request of the All India Canton- 
ments’ Association, for copies of the circulars issued ? 

(7i) Are Government prepared to publish all the circulars they have 
issued f 

Mr G M Young : (a) Yes 

(6) Government received a request from the All-India Cantonments' 
Association for a copy of each circular letter affecting the application of 
the Cantonment Land Administration Rules, 1925, the interpretation of 
the various sections of the Cantonments Act, 1924, or the municipal 
administration of the Oantonments 

(c) Yes 

(d) Circulars addressed to officers of Government or Cantonment 
aiithorities for their guidance are confidential in the sense that they are not 
intended for the information of the pu*blic As I have already explained, 
the circulars in question have no modifying effect upon sections of the 
Act, which can only be interpreted by judicial rulings 

(e) Yes, Govemment refused to supply the Association with a copy 
hi a letter which contained departmental instructions for the guidance 
of Army Cotnmanders and the Cantonment Authorities subordinate to 
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them Government do not propo^se to convey those instructions to any 
section of the public 

(/) No 

(g) Copies of important letters affecting the municipal administration 
of Cantonments will be supplied to the Association as already arranged. 
The latter part of the question does not arise in view of the reply to part 
(/) above 

ih) No 

Appointment op Assistant Secretaries in Cantonments 

96 Rai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai {a) Will Government be pleased 
to state how many Assistant Secretaries have been appointed in the canton- 

so far What are their names, qualifications and salaries ^ 

C)) Arv there aii} iiiles governing these appointments ? Jf so, uhere 
can the -)anie he had and when were they adopted ? 

(c) a registei of approved candidates for these appointments main- 
tained in the Command lias one such register been maintained in the 
Northern Command ? If so, how many candidates are still on the waiting 
list ? 

(d) WJial qualifications and training is a candidate leqimcd to possess 
before his apf ointment as an Assistant Secretary is considered ’ 

Mr O M. Young : (a) Assistant Secretaries have been appointed 
in seventeen cantonments Go\ernment have no information of their names, 
qualifications and salaries 

{h) and (d). The appointments are made by individual Cantonment 
Authorities There are no rules of the Government of India regulating the 
manner of appointment nor, in the opinion of Government, are any such 
rules required 

(c) I am making enquiries and will let the Honourable Member have 
the information as soon as possible. 

Translation and Distribution of the Indian Central Committee’s* 

Report. 

97 Khan Bahadur A H. Biama : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state w'hat arrangements they propose to make to translate the Indian 
Central Committee’s Report, submitted to the Viceroy and Governor- 
General of India, into European and Indian vernaculars and for distribu- 
tion in America, in view of similar arrangements being jmade, by His 
Majesty’s Government 1 

{h) Are Government prepared to publish at least a summary of 
their recommendations as earlv as possible into the Indian and European 
vernaculars and for distribution lUi America ? 

The Honourable Mr H 0. Hidg : (a) and (6). The Govemmeiit 
of India do not propose to make any official translations of the Reports or 
of summaries of the Reports of the Statutory Commission or of the Indian 
Central Committee Their view is that such translations are beat left U> 
private enterprise Applications received from private translators wijl 
be freely granted, subject to conditions which wDl ensure the accuracy of 
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the translation If there is any demand for copies of the Indian Central 
Committee’s Report m America, arrangements will be made to meet it 

Appointment of Advisory Boards of Civilians in Cantonments. 

9S Rai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai (a) Is it a fact that a deputation 
of the All-India Cantonments’ Association that interviewed the Army 
Secretary in June, 1929, urged the desirability of appointing Advisory 
Boards of the civilian population in cantonments administered by corpora- 
tion sole to enable C’ommanding Officers of those cantonments to know the 
views and desires of the Cantonment people in matters pertaining to can- 
tonment administration ? 

(6) Are Government aware that the Army Secretary agreed to the 
above proposal ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state if the Advisory Boards 
mentioned above have been appointed after that in any cantonment, and if 
60 , where and what is the constitution of those Advisory Boards t 

(d) If not, will the Government state the reasons for not giving effect 
to a useful measure agreed to by it and do Government propose to carry 
it out no^^ without delay ? 

Mr O M. Young ■ (a) to (c) No, ^ir , the Army Secretary^ 
on the occasion mentioned, agreed to consider a suggestion of the deputation 
of the All-India Cantonments’ Association that m Cantonments where the 
form of Cantonment Authority was “ ("oiporation Sole ” the Officer Com- 
manding might consider the advisability of consulting one or two repre- 
sentatives of the civil population in matters affecting their civil interests 
The suggestion was accoidingl> hi ought to the notice of the General Officers 
Commanding-in-Chief, all Commands, and the Commander, Burma Inde- 
pendent District, for their consideration 

(d) Does not arise 

Re-imposition of a Professional Tax in Risalporb Cantonment. 

99 Rai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai (a) Are Government aware that 
a piofessional tax has recently been imposed at Risalpore Cantonment t 

(6) Is it a fact that this tax was proposed to be levied some three 
years ago but was given up ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state the reasons why the realisa- 
tion of the tax was given up after its imposition, and how the considera- 
tion that led to that step ceased to exist at the recent re-imposition of the 
tax T 

(d) Is it a fact that the rates of the tax lor diffferent profteiotA are 
heavier than those of the neighbouring cantonments where that tax is 
imposed f 

(e) Are Government aware that all the shops in Risalpore Cantonment 
where trade and business is carried on belong to the Cantonment Authority, 
Risalpore, and that tradesmen of that cantonment are already paying 
heavy rent for the shops at the bidding of the Cantonment Authority f 

(/) Are Government aware that the re-imposition of the professional 
tax there has caused great unrest among the people f 

(g) What are the reasons for imposing this tax T 
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fh) Are Government prepared to suspend the realisation of the tax 
till its necessity and the capability of the people to pay it are further 
inquired into ’ 

Mr. Qf M Young : I am making enquiries and will inform the 
Honourable Member as soon as possible. 

IlEPRESBNtATION SUBMITTED BY THE RiSALPORE CaNTONMENT BaZAAR 

Association. 

100 Rai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai (a) Is it a fact that the Risal- 
pore Cantonment Bazaar Association submitted a representation to the 
Northern Command containing a number of grievances against the Can- 
tonment Authority and requesting an interview to discuss those grievances ? 

(b) Has the Northern Command given the Risalpore Cantonment 
Bazaar Association an opportunity for the same ? If not, what considera- 
tions prevented the Northern Command from granting that request ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the representation in question has been sent by 
the Northern Command to the Cantonment Authority, Risalpore, and are 
Government aware that as a result thereof, the people’s grievances have 
been accentuated f 

(d) Do Government propose to issue general instructions that in 
cases like the above, the Commands should welcome an opportunity of the 
informal discussion of public gnevanctes T 

Mr O. M Young : Government have no information I am 
making enquiries and will let the Honourable Member know the result in 
due course 

Percentage of Literacy amongst different Communities 

101 Mr Nehal Singh : Will Government be pleased to state ^what is 
the percentage of literacy among the Hindus, Muhammadans, Jains, Sikhs, 
and Parsis in India f 

The Honourable Mr. H O Haig : I would refer the Honourable 
Member to Table VIII of the Census of India, 1921, Volume I, Part II- 
Tables, copies of which are in the Library of the House 

Earnings from different Classes of Passengers on the East Indian 

Railway 

102| Mr Nehal Singh : Will Government be pleased to state the 
amount of earnings from the passengers travelling in first, second, inter 
and third classes of the East Indian Railway separately in the last financial 
year ? 

Mr. A. A. L Parsons : The earnings from passenger traffic for 


the year ending 31st March, 1930, were as follows • 

Rs. 

Ist class . . • . w 

14,4S,00C 

2nd class 

24,64,000 

Inter class 

46,89,000 

Third class 

6,11,76,000 

Total 

5,97,T4,00( 
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CANI>rDATES FROM MINORITY COMMUNITIES APPOINTED tO THE I R. S E. 

AND I S E 

103, Sardar Oalab Singh • Will Government be pleased tp state : 

(a) the number of candidates from minority commnhities who 

attained the qualifying standard in the examination held by 
the Public Service Commission in February, 1930, for recruit- 
ment in the I R S E and I. S E , 

(b) the number of vacancies which were reserved for the redress of 

communal inequalities in the I R S E according to rule 3 
of the regulations tor that service published by the Public 
Service Commission , 

(c) the number of Sikhs selected for appointment m the above ser«» 

vice and the number ot Sikli officers already in that service , 

(d) also the corresponding number of candidates selected for ap- 

pointment by nomination and the number of officers already 
m the service, of each of the remaining minority communities j 
and 

(e) if Go\ernment intend to lecruit ope Sikh from among the list 

ot qiialih^d candidates ? 

BIr A A L Parsons : (a) Pue 

(b) Three 

(c) The answer to the first part of the question is none. The answer 
to the second part of the question is 6 

(d) The answer to the first part of the question is that two candidates 
of minority communities have been selected for appointment this year and 
one selection remains to be made 

The answer to the second part of the question is as follows . 

Muslims 15 

Anglo-Indians 25 

Indian Christian . . 1 

(e) No, as the remaining vacancy has been reserved for a Muslim/ 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Continuation op Repressive Measures in the North West Frontier 

Province 

BIr, President I have received notice of, the following t motioj^ of 
adioumment from Maulvi Mohammad Shafee jDaoodi : 

Sir, I beg to gne notl<*e of mj intention to move an adjournment motion on 
Monday next for the piurposse of diseossing, tbe following matter of urgent publio 
import^cc i i ' 

* The eoiitinuation of repressive measures ill the North West Frontier Pro- 
vinee . 

Notice of this motion was received by me on Saturday afternoon, I 
should like to know if Government have any objection to this motion. 
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Tlia HpnotUBbJb Blr. H. Q. Hai|^ [Home Member) Sir, 1 should 
like to submit for jour eousideration certain points of order in connection 
with this motion 

Blaulvi Mo hamma d Bbafaa Baoodi (Tirhut Division Muham- 
madan) Speak loudlj, please^ 

Blr. Frosidpnt ; Order, order. I wish Honourable Members would 
restrain themselves from indulging in these loud whispers, because it is 
very difficult to hear anything on account of the disturbance and noise 
created 

The Bononrable Mr H. 0 Haig : The motion is based on the 
continuance of repressive measures in the North West Frontier Province 
A motion under the rules, Sir, can only be made if it relates to a definite 
matter of urgent public importance The first point I would like to sub- 
mit for your consideration is that the continuance of a certain state of 
aJffairs is hardly a definite matter It is unfortunately the case that for 
some months past it has been necessary to take certain measures m the 
North West Frontier Province, though, as I have already been indicating, 
in reply to certain questions this morning, those measures are fortunately 
now much reduced. But I would submit that the mere continuance in a 
reduced form of certain measures is not a definite matter within the mean- 
ing of the rule 

Further, Sir, it is necessary that the matter which is sought to be 
raised should be an urgent matter, and the word “ urgent has several 
times been interpreted by your predecessors as meaning a very recent 
occurience I would refer you, Sir, to the ruling of Sir Frederick Whyte 
on the 10th January, 1922, reported in Volume II of the Debates, at page 
1453, in which he held that a matter to be definite, urgent and of public 
importance, in the sense in which these terms are used m the Standing 
Order, must have arisen suddenly in the manner of an emergency I would 
refer also to the discusvsion in this House on the 14th September, 1922, 
reported on page 502 of volume III, in which Sir Frederick Whvte held 
that, as ‘<oon as a matter of this kind is brought to the notice of the 
Honourable Member and he wishes a discussion thereon, he should at the 
first available opportunity bring it before the Assembly. As I have already 
mentioned, the matter to which the Honourable Member seeks to draw 
attention by this method has been going on for some considerable lime, 
and I would submit that the Honourable Member should have given notice 
of his intention to move an ordinary Resolution and could have brought 
the matter to notice earlier than he has done I would submit that no 
emergency has recently arisen suddenly, and I would therefore ask vou, 
Sir, to consider whether there is any case for adjourning the business of 
the House on these grounds on this particular day 

Maiilvi Btohammad Shafee Daoodi : Sir, the occurrences m the 
North West Frontier Province have been certainly going on for some 
months, but as you know, and as everybody knows, there has been the 
strictest censorship prevailing in that province The papers in the pro* 
Vince have been suppressed The people have not been allowed to cross 
the frontier, and men from this part of the country were not allowed to go 
to the frontier Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya was prevented from 
gbing to the frontier and so also Matilana Shaukat -All, when, he cor- 
responded with the Govemnient, wa» not allowed to go. There are many 
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other instances I believe our ea:-President Mr. V. J. Patel also wanted to 
go to the frontier for the purpose of holding a very important inquiry, but 
he was not allowed to go there I want to point out that there was no 
means of communication between the frontier and this part of India It 
was only recently, day before yesterday, that one man came here from there 
and another man came even after that These men have come from 
Peshawar without knowing that they can have their grievances redressed 
here even if they came at the present moment But they have become 
desperate, and in their desperateness they have left their homes and come 
to Simla In their desperateness I am told that the people there are so 
much exasperated that they will either leave the country and perform 
what IS called hxjrat from the North West Frontier Province, or choose 
some such method as will prove detrimental both to India and to the 
British Government I need not tell the Government what they are think- 
ing of doing, because I know that the Government must be in possession 
of more information than the man who came to me has. It seems to me 
that a very serious situation will arise if immediate steps are not taken to 
prevent the excesses that are being committed by the authorities even now 
there Therefore I say that the information that has been given to us is 
absolutely recent , we had no such definite information previously to enable 
us to come forward in this Assembly Our previous information would 
have been dismissed as vague and hearsay But now eye-witnesses have 
come, as I told you, only on Saturday last 

As regards the definiteness of the matter, I ha\e taken great care to 
cioss-examine these men and to find out what definite matters they have to 
place before me and before the Assembly They have given me informa- 
tion of incidents which took place on the 6th and 7th July On the 6th 
July, a village called Yar Hussain in Swabi Tahsil, in the Peshawar 
District, was blockaded by the military, and after the bloOkade, the 
military entered the houses and did all ^orts of damage not only to the 
property but also to the people inside the houses I have some self-respect 
and therefore I do not want to say what they have done, but I shall merely 
let Honourable Members on the Go\ernment Benches imagine the state of 
things when military enter a village after the blockade of the village , 
they can easily imagine it T find that this incident has been eye-witnessed 
by these men Again, we have the incident of the 7th in the village of 
Sherpao in Charsada TahsiJ of the Peshawar District, and I find that that 
incident also is equally horrifying I should say that the Government have 
become — I would not use a stronger word— blind to all these things I 
do not know how long it will take to forget the incidents which are happen- 
ing m the Frontier Province At the present moment they have taken a 
v'^w of non-violence, and therefore not one single soul has been fired upon 
by the people diinng the recent disturbances ; had it not been for their 
vow of non-violence, things would have taken a different turn 

Ifer PrMident ; I would request the Honourable Member to reply 
to the constitutional issue whether this motion is m order or not ; he is not 
celled upon to go into the merits of the case at this stage of the debate 

Haulvi Mohammad Shafee Dao^ : I was telling yon that these 
ttfb incidents ar^ definite instances which are in continuation of the inci- 
dents which hapi^ned earlier. I am not referring to the earlier incidents, 
bboausb {he ,poiiourabla Bir Faal-i^Hussain w^ there and those mfj^rs 
mn extent brought to his notice ^ hut even atter his depgmroj 
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these things are happening , and as 1 have said, no more proof of definite- 
ness can be given than what I have given just now 

Mr President : Are these incidents mentioned in the motion for 
adjournment ? 

Mauivi Mohanunad Shafee Daoodi : I have said very clearly m 
the motion — the repressive policy of the Government being continued at the 
present moment It means this and many more incidents — I mentioned only 
these two in order to illustrate my statement Therefore I say that the 
repressive policy of the Government is being continued in the Frontier 
Province, and I am quoting instances of recent occurrence, of which we 
could not have had any knowledge, except through these men who have 
come here and who w^ere eye-witnesses of the occurrences Considering 
all these things, I should say that my motion relates to a definite matter 
of the repressive policy of the Government in the Frontier Province, and 
that it is urgent because, if immediate measures are not taken to prevent 
abd stop this state of things, I believe that the whole of India will be 
involved in something terrible Therefore I say that the matter is definite, 
that it IS recent, and the remedy I want to be applied is urgent — otherwise 
it will involve us in very great difficulty 

Mr Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtulla (Bombay Central Division Muham- 
madan Rural) Sir, the Honourable the Home Member has, as I under- 
stand, raised tw^o definite issues before the House One is that the matter, 
being continuous, is hardlj a definite mattoi of public importance , and 
secondly, that it is not urgent because it is not of recent occurrence , and 
in support of the latter he has quoted the opinion of a predecessor jot 
yours, namely, of Sir Frederick Whyte Sir, my pdint is this, that, 
firstly, I maintain that it is a matter of definite public importance for 
this reason, that though it is continuous, there must be a limit to oilers 
patience and the conditions at present in Peshawar, as we are informed, 
from whatever little news we have been able to get 

Mr President : This point cannot bnng the motion within the four 
corners of the rule. 

Mr Fasal Ibrahim Rahimtulla I maintain that it is a definite 
matter of urgent public importance The second point is this Mem- 
bers here were expecting that the recent visit of the Honourable Mem- 
ber for Education, Health and Lands, Sir Fazl-i-Husam 

Mr. President I am afraid you are again going into the merits of 
the case 

Mr Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtulla : I am not, Sir, I want to say that 

the matter has become urgent because Sir FazI-i-Husain was not suc- 
cessful in his visit, and we want that something must be done by the 
Government here That is my point. A representation spbn^tted, 

I am told, to the Honourable Member while he was there hut he h^ not 
succeeded in pacifying those people there and he has ‘returned! axi4' 
hence his visit has been unsuocessfnL . » « . 

Mr. President : That cannot turn an indefinite motion into adeHnite 

one. ^ J .1 ^ 

Mr Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtulla : It may be tri^e, Sir, 
the recent occurrences urgent and of a definite cbaracterYflWwfc#^ liia 
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visit was unsuccessful. People thought that the Honourable Member 
would be able to pacify the people there and reduce or minimise the 
diflfeuHi^s existing there at the present moment 

Mr. President But even that occurrence is not mentioned in the 
motion 

BIr. Fazal Ibrahim EahimtuUa : The motion says ‘ ‘ repressive 
policy of the Government of India ' ’ That means the policy that is being 
followed there and which, if not stopped in time, might lead to disaatious 
consequences Therefore it is a matter of urgent definite public import- 
ance That was my submission There is reason to believe that the visit, 
authorised with the concurrence of the Government of India, of Sir Fazl-i- 
Husain, to go there and asceitain first-hand information and to find out 
what could be done, was unsuccessful That is why I maintain that the 
matter is urgent and it must be debated in this House A question was 
raised by the Honourable Member that this could have been brought up as 
a Resolution It is very difficult to get Resolutions here balloted, and even 
if balloted there is \ery little chance of their being reached 

Jfr. R. 8 8arma : What is the source of information of the Honour- 
able Member that Sir Fazl-i-Husam"s visit was unsuccessful 1 

Hr. Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtulla I think I will leave Mr. Barma to the 
Honourable Members of Government It xh better that he should not in- 
terfeie in this matter. Whatever information I have is quite correct and 
I shall substantiate it when the adjournment motion is allowed and a full 
dress debate takes place 

' Dr Zianddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions Muham- 
madan Rural) : Sir, in the first place the word continuation which 
has been used, is, to my mind, a very positive and definite idea It is 
not a negative idea, nor is it indefinite The second point is about the de- 
finition of the word ** urgency With due deference to our first presi- 
dent, I should maintain that the definition of urgency now advanced is 
very much open to question It is said that anything that occurred some 
time ago is barred from discussion even if it be left unknown by the 
action of the Government No^\, I can certify that the Honourable the 
Mover did not know of the facts tdi Satnrdav morning and as soon as he 
came to know of the facts, he took the first opportnnitv to give notice of a 
motion ; and if these facts were left unknown to the Mover, it m certainly 
not his fault, but of those who are in charge of affairs 

As regards the point about public importance, I may repeat in un- 
equivocal words what I uttered in February last I warned you as to what 
would happen in the Frontier Province — I told you the same thing, that 
if your policy is uot changed 

Iftr. President • That is not discussing the point of order , you must 
ybtirself fo the point of order 

Or. ZUinddin Ahmad : I ^ust want to prove th^ t^ia is a matter of 
publio importance and my reason for it is tnis 

S t f al i^ 8arda . It is objected to only on the grofind that 

or urgent, . 

‘f* Ahmad ^And of public impoi^ahce 
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Blr. President Nobody has denied so far that this is a matter of 
public importance , even the Honourable the Home Member did not say 
that it was not a matter of public importance The point raised by him 
was that it was not a definite matter- -no particular definite meideat was 
mentioned m the motion — and that it was not ui^ent These are the two 
defects which the Honourable the Home Member pointed out and I would 
like Honourable MeiPbers in their reply to restrict themselves to these 
two salient points 

Dr. Ziauddm Ahmad : 8ir, the mattei is very definite, and a positive 
idea IS implied m the words As regards “ urgent ”, the Honourable the 
Mover took the first opportunity to make this motion as soon as he came 
to know the facts 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions Non- 
Muhammadan) Sir, I think our silence on this occasion is likely to be 
misunderstood, and I therefoic w'lsh to say a few words m connection with 
this matter As regards the meaning of the word “ definite ”, everybody 
knows that a matter is definite li it can be defined, is certain and that 
there is no vagueness about it Now is there any vagueness about this 
subject ? Can anybody say that it is vague ? I think the Honourable 
the Home Member, in objecting to the admissibility of this motion, has 
himself pointed out how clear and definite the issue is The definiteness 
lies in the defined policy of the Government in connection with frontier 
unrest Nothing can be more definite than this, and I think it is sheer 
super-criticism to vsay that this matter is not definite He knows it ; 
everybody knows that the matter is there The question is, is it urgent t 
Now, that it IS urgent is equally clear from the fact that the ordinary laws 
have been suspended in the Fiontier Province and emergency measures 
put in force What justification is there for the suspension ot oidmai’y 
laws and resort to extraordinary emergency measures if the Government 
of India did not consider this matter as one of urgency ? Urgency means 
and implies avoidance of delay. The ordinary normal procedure entails 
delay and the justifi<iation of the Government for resorting to extraordin- 
ary procedure is admission of the fact that this exceptional piocedure is 
resorted to because the matter is urgent I therefore submit. Sir, that 
both on the question of definiteness and urgency there cannot be two 
opinions. 

As regards the matter being of public importance the Honourable 
the Home Member admits it I submit, therefore, that on the broad consti- 
tutional issue, you should rule, Sir, that the matter is both definite and 
urgent within the meaning of the rules. Similar questions had been allow- 
ed and discussed in this House, and the Honourable the Home Member 
will find precedent after precedent that questions of this character had 
been admitted by your predecessors during the last ten years I there- 
fore think that, m the interests of justice and m tli© interests of the^vright 
of this House to give the (Government a lead as to the nght policy, they 
should follow^ this motion should be admitted 

Hr President : Will the Honourable Member cite any rpling on this 
point ? ' ' 

Sir Hari Sin^dt Ckinr : If you will give ifife a little $^1*, f sb%l be 
able to hunt up the rulings. I am speaking from my recollection Tn this 
House, and I am quite sure that I shall jbe aWe to ahoTT yon^bhe JSftfeBgs on 
this point But if you want me to give you the time and the litotes on 
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which these rulings were given, I shall require a little time, because you 
cannot expect me to carry m my head the rulings contained in about 45 
volumes of the Assembly debates 

BIr, Arthur Moore (Bengal European) ‘May I ask the Honourable 
Member to state for our information in what sense the ordinary l^w has 
been suspended in the North West Frontier Province ? We are not aware 
of that 

Dr. A Suhrawardy (Burdwan and Presidency Division . Muham- 
madan Rural) There were never any ordinary laws in force there at all 

*Raja Ghazanfar Ah Khan (North Punjab Muhammadan) Sir, 
I shall confine my observations to only one point, and that is about the 
question of uigency As vvc have just learnt, the Honourable the Home 
Member has told us that, accoiding to Sir Frederick Whyte’s ruling given 
in this House in 1922, a motion can be called as one of urgent importance 
if it has been moved without losing much time Now, Sir, I do not want 
to repeat the arguments adv^anced hj Maulvi Mohammad Shafee, but 
there is strict censorship in the Frontier Piovince, and everybody knows 
it I come from a place which is much nearer the Fiontier Province than 
that of my friend, and I can assure you, Sn, that we were absolutely un- 
able, in spite of our great anxiety, to get any correct news of tv hat was 
going on in the Frontier Province, and wc used to get very exaggerated 
reports Therefore Sir, before making this motion here, we waited for 
the conclusions of the Sulaiman Committee’s Report. We thought that 
unless Me had an authentic document before us which would tell us what 
the real situation is, we would not be in a position to debate in this 
House The Government’s Resolution on the Sulaiman Committee’s Re- 
port was published only four days ago We were expecting that we w6uld 
be supplied with a copy of that important document before this Session 
came to an end, and ve thought that would be the proper time to discuss 
this question Nom^, Sir, although the information conveyed to us through 
the papers may not be as complete as we desire, we are in possession of 
certain facts, and the present was the only early opportunity when we 
could move this motion That, Sir, I think, ‘will certainly show the urgency 
of the case, and it will also give the definite reasons why it was impossible 
for Us to move this motion a few days earlier 

Only one more point, Sir, that I would like to place before the House, 
and that is the wording of the Resolution has been slightly modified and 
altered even during the discussion of the motions on previous occasions. 
My friend Maulvi Mohammad Shafee has used the words “ the repressive 
policy in the Frontier Provinc<f I think what he exactly meant was the 
present critical situation in the North West Frontier Province Sir, as 
regards the definiteness of the motion, I think the Honourable the Home 
Member did not give us any reasons as to why the matter was not definite. 
The mere continuation of a certain definite thing does not make it Indefinite, 
and the Honourable the Home Member having admitted that it was a 
defihl^ matter, but as it Continues, don’t understand he calls it 
fndeflbite. Therefore, Sir, this matter is both urgent And definite, and 
I woiiM request you to allow it to be discussed, and T can assure you, Sir, 
^at the discussion will be carried on in a manner which vi^ould be helpful 
to remove’ the present tension ' * 

— ' 't' ' ■ ^ , 

•Speeeli not reviw<l by the MonovraMe Meitober 
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Maulvi Sayyid Murtiiza Saheb Bahadur (South Madras * Muham- 
madan) Without going m detail into this question, I may merely invite 
the attention of the House to the fact that numerous atrocities have been 
perpetrated in the villages .of Sherpao and Yar Hussain on the 0th and 7th 
instant, and to add to this list, I might al'sO mention the name of the vil- 
lage TTmarzay. These are the definite villages in which excesses have 
been coniinitted and atrocities perpetrated Sir, these high-handed actions 
ha\e leaclied a climax now And yet if the Honourable the Home Member 
or any other i^presentative of Government should come fonvard to ques- 
tion the definiteness of the matter and urgency of the question, it eannot 
but be* deplored 

Mr President • I think the question has now been sufficiently debated 
We liave had a debate for fully half an hour, and I think it is time that 
I should give my ruling I have given my very anxious thought to this 
question, and really it has distressed me very much I assure Honour- 
able Members that T am not distressed any less than the Honourable 
Member who has gnen notice of this motion or any other Member 
on the floor of this House But Honourable Members know that motions 
for adjournment of the House can only be allowed for the purpose of 
discussing a definite matter of urgent public inmportance Such a motion 
must be restricted to a single specific matter of recent occurrence and 
must be of an urgent nature It has been pointed out that there were 
certain matters of recent occurrence which came to the notice of the 
Honourable Maulvi Mohammad Shafee Daoodi on the morning ot Satur- 
day Notice of this motion was handed over to me on the afternoon of 
Saturday So, it is clear that the Honourable Member was m possession 
of these specific facts on the morning of Saturday before he gave me 
notice of this motion, and I do not see any reason why none of these 
incidents of recent occurrence was specifically put down in the notice of 
motion for adjournment The motion of which Maulvi Mohammad 
Shafee Daoodi has given notice runs as follows 

** The coiitinusition of rcprossive measures in the North West Frontier Pro 
Vince " 

Not a single definite measure of a repressive character has been men- 
tioned m this motion It is ob\aous that the motion, as it has been framed, 
IS not definite, nor doe^ it relate to a single specific matter of recent 
occurrence, as was pointed out by the Speakers of the House of Commons 
on several occasions The Honourable Member would have been weU 
advised if, in framing his motion, he had stated some specific matter of 
recent occurrence It has been pointed out by Dr Ziauddin Ahmad, or 
by some other Honourable Member, that the ordinary law has been 
suspended m the NoiTh West Frontier Province If that was a specific 
matter of recent occurrence, it wgbt to have been mentioned m the 
motion, if it was desired to discuss it as a matter of sufficient importance. 
Then, it has been pointea out by some Honourable Members thM, they 
were waiting for the Report of the Sulaiman Committee If ithicfc was 
the case, the Report of the Sulaiman Committee was publi^e^^a few 4^s 
ago, and the Honourable Member cJtmld fiaye very well said, in hie notice 
that he wanted to move an adjournment of the Hpuse fiw the purpose of 
discussing the unsatisfactory character of the Sulaiman Com^nittee's Re- 
port Nothing of that sort hSvS been done Agaiglr it has been stated thst^ 
there w^ere no means of communication, and timt no gentlemen could come 
from the frontier to give them rehl facts. But we %ttow it very well 
that about a week before the Assembly met, about half a dozen gentlemen 
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from the Frontier Province came to Simla and they had a discussion 
about matters which were going on in that province with Assembly 
Members at Simla, including Dr Ziauddm Ahmad himself. Th^refore^ 
I cannot hay that Members of this House w^ere not in possess»ion of informa- 
tion in order to put it definitely in the motion for adjournment No 
doubt, the situation at present created in the North West Frontier Pro- 
vince is a matter of great anxiety and I would be the last man to come 
in the way of any debate on that subject, provided it fulfilled the necessary 
conditions laid down m the rules of the Assembly This point of view is 
also supported by a ruling which was given m this House some years ago. 
A similar point arose on the 16th July, 1923, when Lieut -Colonel H A J. 
Gidney wanted to move the following motion for an adjournment of the 
House 

The nppHlling condition leading to unparalleled economic upheaval in India 
due to the unomplo} ment of middle classes, Domiciled Community and Indians 

This motion was framed in a fotin similar to the one whidh is now before 
the House Sir Frederick Whvte ruled as follow's 

‘‘ I am .ifrnid the Honourable Member has mistaken the bearing of the rules 
The rule, as I think I have expluiied, provides an opportunity for Members of this 
House to draw the attention or Government to a matter of recent occurrence which 
could not otherwise be discussed under the ordinary procedure of the House The 
matter to viliich the Honourable Member is referring, namely, the appallmg condition 
of tlie middle classes due to unemplojmeiit is a matter which, though urgent in his 
reading of the word, is not urgent in the sense of the rule and therefore I am afraid 
[ cinnot ,idmit it ” 

There is another ruling on this point of a more recent date A similar* point 
arose on the 7th September, 1927, when Mr M K Acharya w^anted to move 
the following motion foi an adjournment of the Hou^e 

“ I (Usire under Rule 11 of the Indian Legislative Rules to make a motion for 
the ad]Ournincnt of the business of the Asseinbh to dav (7th September 1927) for 
the purpose of discussing a detinite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the 
decision of the Bengal Nagpur Railway authorities immediate^ retrench 2,000 
men of Kliargpur workshops at a time when the neighbouring parte of the coimtry 
aie stricken with the havoc caused bj the recent floods, apd while the said railway 

authontiee are giving out on contract to private firms largo quantities of work till 

recently done in the railway workshops by the workmen themselves 

My predecessor in office, the Honourable Mr V J Patel, gave the follow- 
ing ruling 

** T nm clOarlj of opinion that the matter is of great public importance But I 
am not convinced that the matter is urgent 1 should have certainly admitted this 
notice of motion for adjournment if it h.id come to me on the 18th August Tbfl 
decision proposed to be questioned was armed at on the 15th August It was pub- 
lished 11 ) the newspapers on the 16th or 17th August, as Sir George Rainy has said, 
and there is absolutely no reason whj the Honourable Member should not have given 
a notice of motion for adjournment on the 18th ” 

In the present case also, the House met for the first time on the 7th July, 
and notice of this motion was handed to me only on the 12th As I have 
already stated, all these facts were within the knowledge of HonouTabl^ 

Members when the House met on the 7th July {Some Uonourii^le 

hers • No, 'no ”) From the statements which have been made by some 
Honourable Members on the floor of the Ho'U^se today, it is <|tute clear that 
they were in possession of certain definite matters of information befop^ 
the 7th July. In May ’s Parliamentary Practice, page 247, it is laid down • 

** Tho Spettkqr dechnea to submit a raotiop for adjovramont to^ the Hdtise iF, in 
his opinion, the subject to be brought forward is not definite, urgent, or of public 

impaittaiiee>A? — — - - - ^ - 
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[Mr President ] 

I regret very much to say that the motion of which the Honourable Member 
has given notice is framed in such vague and Undefined terms that I have 
no option but to rule it out 

Sir Hari Singh Gour Will it be open to the Honourable Member to 
recast the motion and place it before this House ? 

Mr President . If a second motion comes before the Chair, the Chair 
will consider it 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum (North West Frontier 
Province Nominated Non-Ofiicial) Just on a point of information, 
Sir. Do I understand that the suggestion made by Mr Jinnah this 
morning, and in a way accepted by the Foreign Secretary, will stand and 
that some sort of opportunity will be given for tlie discussion of the affairs 
of the North West Frontier Province ? 

BIr. President This is a point on which it is difficult for the Chair to 
say anything 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum I want the information from 
the Government side 

Mr President Order, order I regret very much to say that when 
this question was being discussed so many Honourable Members got up to 
express their opinions, but the distinguished Member from the North West 
Frontier Province did not get up and did not say a single woid in support 
of the leave asked for (An Honourable Member “He is a nominated 
Member “) (Anotkei Honourable Memhei “ How can he ? “) 


STATEMENT LAID ON THE TABLE 
Hydro-Electric Power Supplied fob the Great Indian Peninsula Rail- 
way. 

Mr A. A L. Parsons (Financial Commissioner Railways) Sir, I 
lay on the table the information promised in leply to starred question 
No 814, asked by Mr Sarabhai Nemchand Ilaji on the 24th March, 1930, 
regarding power supplied by the Hydro-Electric concerns for the suburban 
service of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 

(a) The rate per unit is 0 0 anna when the payments are made on the minimum consumption 
and 0* 420 anna per unit plvs Rs 4 2 § per month per “ Kilowatt of Maximum demand ” 
when payments are made on actual consumption. 

(^) 


Period 

Minimum units to be paid 
for by the Railway 
per month 

January, 1026 to 30tb June, 1026 

860,000 

lit July, 1026 to 30th June, 1927 

2,000,000 

1st July, 1027 to 80th June, 1029 

4,000,006 

Ist July, 1029 to 30th June, 1932 

6,000,000 

hit July, 1932 to SOth June, 1937 

6,000,000 
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{c) and {(i) 


Month 

f 

Actual consumption in omta 
and Kilowatts of 
mum Demand 

1 Amount paid, 




Es A P 


rJuly, 1928 

3,277,680 Units 

1,50,000 0 0 


August, 1928 

3,297.300 Units 

1.60.000 0 0 

* AN 

September, 1928 

3,195,500 Units 

1,60,000 0 0 


October, 1928 

3,597,400 Units 

1,60,000 0 0 


November, 1928 

3,746.164 Units 

1,60,000 0 0 


December, 1928 

4,274,600 Units 

11,568 K W 

1 1,61,744 1 0 


January, 1929 

4,289,600 l^nits 

12,024 K W 

1 1,64,042 8 0 

‘A’ 

February, 1929 

3,878,500 Units 

1,60,000 0 0 


March, 1929 

4,683 750 l^nits 

13,152 K W 

} 1,79,212 2 0 


Aprjl, 1929 

4,899,650 Units 

13,248 K W 

j. 1,85,344 6 0 


May, 1929 

5,106,540 Units 

12,960 K W 

1 1,89,642 8 0 


June, 1929 

6,157 200 Units 

14,832 K W 

1 1,98,788 2 0 


The minimum number of units fixed for the period from Ist July, 1927, to 30th June, 1929 
fas shown in item {/>) above] was 4,000,000 and, as the consumption during the months marked 
* A. ’ was below the minimum, the payments m these cases were made on the minimum number, 
tnz , 4,000,000 at the flat rate of 0 6 anna per B T unit 


PRELIMINARY REPORT UPON THE EXPENDITURE OP THE 
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 

The Hononrahle Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) Sir, in 
accordance with an undertaking which I gave in the last Delhi Session, 
I beg to lay on the table* a preliminary Report by Mr, Jukes on his in- 
quiry into the expenditure of the Central Government, 


THE INDIAN LAC CESS BILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Radny (Member for Commerce dnd Rail- 
ways) • I beg to move that the Bill to provide for the creation pf a fund 
for the improvement and development of the cultivation, manufacture and 
marketing of Indian lac, as reported by the Select ‘ Cohtinittee, be taken 
into cbnsideration. 

*ThO Refiett was plaeed m the Library of the House. 




344 


LEOISLATEVE A6SBMSLT. 


[14th July 1930‘ 


[Sir George Rainy.] 

When I moved in February la^t, Mr. President, for the reference 
of this Bill to a Select Committee, I exi>lained in some detail to the House 
what exactly our proposals were and why they were put forward The 
House on that occasion passed without discussion the motion to refer 
the Bill to a Select Committee, thereby accepting the principle of the 
Bill All that T need do at this stage is to recall to the memorj^ of 
Honourable Members very briefly the substance of what I said then. 
Hitherto the cess collected under the Act of 1921 has been administered 
by the Indian Lac Association, which is a piivate association, but re- 
gistered under the law The Act would m the oidinary course have 
terminated unless it was specially extended at the end of the 
year 1931 Last year the Indian Lac Association intimated to 
Government their view that the whole system should be re-organised 
on a more permanent and satisfactory footing and that the 
Association should be relieved of duties for the adequate performance 
of which it felt it had neither the knowledge nor the experience required 
This Bill therefore providt^ for the constitution of a statutory body — 
of a committee to administer the expenditure of the funds w^hicli are 
collected by means of the cess The Bill has been carefully considered 
by the Select Committee to which it was referred They have found it 
necessary to make only one amendment in it of a purely formal nature. 
In these circumstances, Sir, I do not think I need take up any moie the 
time of the House Sir, I move. 

The motion w^as adopted 

Clauses 2 to 12 were added to the Bill 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill 

The Title and the Preamble w'ere added to the Bill 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy . T move that the Bill, as amended, 
be passed 

The motion was adopted 

THE NEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENTS (SECOND AMENDMENT) 

BILL 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) I beg to 
move that the Bill further to amend the Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881, 
for a certain purpose, as reported b\ the Select Committee, be taken into 
consideration 

Thik short Bill deals with a matter of practical importance to the 
commercial community which has l>eeo under discussion for several years 
Its ob.iect is clearly stated in the printed ^explanation and was also made 
clear by mo in the Simla Session of last year when I moved my motion 
for the circulation of the Bill for opkiions. At the same time, T wish to 
avoid any possibility of misunderstanding of the proTOion^ of the Bill 
<i^d I propose to give this House few’ short explanatory remarks, 
Honourable Members who are familiar with , commercial practice are 
aware that the present law affords protection to bankenf in the case of 
forged or unauthorised endorsements on order cheques , That is to say, 
if a hank has presented to it an order cheque which purports to be en- 
dorsed by or on Ibehalf of the payee, the bank ia diacharg^ by the pay- 
ment in due course, even though the payee’s ^dorsement may have been 
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forged or unauthorised Payment in due ccrurae has a teohnkal 
aieanmg and i» defined in section 10 of the Negotiable Instruments Act 
p\rhich says . 

Payment hi due course* means payment in accordance with the apparent 
enor of the instnuneat in good faith and without negligence to any person m posse®- 
ion thereof under circumstances which do not afford a reasonable ground for believing 
hat he is not entitled to receive pavmeiit of the amount therein menboned. ’* 

A bank therefore has a certain responsibility in the matter ; that is 
o say, a bank has to exercise reasonable caution or to avoid negligence. 
To give this protectjoln to Banks is a common practice in all civilized 
'ountries, but under the Indian law as it stands it is not quite certain 
vhether similar protection is given to banks in the case of a draft drawn 
)y one office of a, bank on another office of the same bank Such a draft 
s exactly analogous toi a cheque and would be handled m the course of 
)usiness m exactly the same way, ])ut w’e have been advised that it is 
lossible that it might be held that, under the Negotiable Instruments 
^ct dS it stands, a draft drawn b\ one offiee of a bank on another office 
could not be a cheque and would not be entitled to the same protection. 
The whole object of this short Bill is to make it clear thht bankers art 
o have the same protection against the effects of forged or unauthorised 
ndorsements in the case of such a diaft as they have in the case of a 
heque Therefore, nothing new is l)eing introduced into commercial 
)ractice No dangers to the public aie involved, and we are simply 
naking it clear that this recognized form of protection applies in the 
ase of drafts drawn by one blanch of a bank on another branch of the 

•Bilk 

Now as I said at the beginning, this matter has been under considera- 
lon for some time, and I think it is fair to say that such differeiaees 
f opinion as have been expressed about this Bill do not depend on objec- 
lons to the qbject of the Bill but simply on a doubt as to its necessity, 
t is held by those who say that this Bill is unnecessary that the la,w 
Iready provides for the object wdiich we are now seeking to provide for. 
lie Bill has been circulated, and I think again it is fair to say that the 
verwhelming majority of the opinions received are in favour of legis- 
ition on these lines Of the dissentient opinions that have beetl‘ ex- 
ressed, only one or two raise objections tp tihe purpose of the Bill, 
nd again I think it is fair to tsay that those obj'ections really seem to me 
f) be based upon a misunderstanding of its purpose 

In dealing with the question of opinions there is one matter to which 
should like to call the attention of the House When the Bill was tinder 
revious discussion, I took the opportunity to talk over its provisions at 
)me length with one w^ho used to be an Honourable Member of this House 
nd whose opinion on these matters was always regarded '4s repre^iftita- 
ive I refer to ray Honourable friend, Sir Purshotamdaa, Tti^lpird^ I 
ad discussed this matter with him at the time and I had some farther 
iscussion with him at the end of the last Del^ Session, and this was ^ol- 
)wed by correspondence m the month of April 1 should like to read to 
his Hou.se the final letter which I received from him closing this corres- 
ondence I may exp^in to the House that v^e h4d some discussion as 
X Whether, under the Bill as originally drafted, we should substitute 
he word ** banker ** for bank ’’ It was held by the Legislative De- 
artment ftere that it would be preferable to, use the word ‘ ‘ linker ’ but 
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{Sir George Schuster.] 

Sir Porshotamd^s Thakurdas, speaking for the interests which he repre- 
sents, thought that that word might make the Bill a contentious one and 
J therefore agi*eed to meet his \iews and to retain the word bank 
After that decision had been communicated to him he wrote as follows 

“ In continuation of my letter to jou dated the 22nd instant I have now asecr 
tainea the view of the Committee of my Chamber and they see no objection to the 
Oovcrnment pioceedmg with the Bill in the Assemblv, although, as you know, ihev 
have said Ix’foro novv that m their opinion the Bill is hot necessary and is almost re 
duadant. But inasmuch as they do not consider it harmful to the interests of the 
copimercul community, tliey have no objection to Government carrying it through the 
Afisemblj should the Honourable Humnce Member consider that necessary ” 

Well, Sir, after a careful couMderation of all the eircumstatices, we 
are definitely of the opinion that it is necessary In conclusion, I should 
like to say a few words on the minor amendments which have been intro- 
duced into the Bill as a result of the discussions in Select Committee 
These concerned themselves with two points only The Select Committee 
has added words which in effect give a definition to the word “ draft 
It IS a curious fact that no definition of the word “ draft ” occurs in the 
Negcytiable Instruments Act I presume the omission is really due to the 
fact that the word is considered to he so well understood that no defini- 
tion is necessary. However, it was suggested m some of the opinions re- 
ceived — and as noted in the Report of the Select Committee, those opinions 
came from particularly authoritative quarters — I would refer for example 
to the opinion of the Honourable the Chief Justice of Bengal — that the 
word “ draft ” ought to be defined Therefore we have added m the 
Select Committee a definition of the word “ draft ” by adding the words, 
** that IS, an older to pay money I think that ought to leave the matter 
with no pof«?ibility of doubt The only other amendment was of a very 
minor nature We have substituted the word “ office ” for the word 
** branch ” in the case of a bank, it having been thought that the word 
“ office ” is clearer than the word “ branch ” I do not think that I 
am called upon to give any further explanations, and with these words, 
Sir, I move 

The motion was adopted 

Mr. President • The question is that clause 2 stand part of the Bill 

Mr. Saradindu Mukerjee (Calcutta Suburbs Non-I\Iuh«mraadan 
Urban) Sir, T have an amendment^ standing in my name, but in view 
of what has fallen from the Honourable Sir George Schuster’s lips, I 
think the question of cheques does not arise in this case because the law 
is clear on this point, and since the Honourable the Finance Member wants 
to make clear only the law as regards drafts, I think he has practically 
accepted my amendment. 

Mr. President : So you do not move your amendment 1 

Mr. Saradindu Mttkerjee * No, Sir, as my amendment has been 
accepted 

Clause 2 was ad^ed to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill, 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

*** Tfiat ip clause 2 of the Bill to tie proposed TOCilon iftA the folloMhng pfovno 
be added • 

‘ FtOflcled that a draft does not include ** cheques used locally m India 
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The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Sir, I beg to move that the 
Bill, as amended, be passed 

The motion was adopted 


THE INDIAN FOREST (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. G S Bajpai (Government of India Nominated Official) Sir, 

I beg to move that the Bill fuithei to amend the Indian 
Forest Act, 1927, for a certain purpose, be taken into 
consideration The Bill is, as Honourable Members must have seen for 
themselves, a very small measure indeed. It is intended to meet a 
situation aiising out of the fact that sub-clause (a) of clause (4) of 
section 2 of the Indian Forest Act (XVI of 1927) does not contain any 
provision whatsoevei for the regulation of the movement of the com- 
modity known as “ kuth ” “ Kuth ’’ is a forest produce, which has 

a certain value in China where it is burnt ais a incense and, we find, 
that inasmuch as there is no provision under the law at the preset 
moment to enable us to regulate the movement of this commodity, there * 
is a considerable amount of smuggling going on The commodity is 
produced largely in Kashmir, but it is also produced in certain parts 
of British India and in other Indian States The authorities concerned 
met in conference last May at Lahore and came to the conclusion that 
the best way to prevent smuggling, which, I understand, is calculated 
also to disturb public tranquillity, is to add the word kuBi after 
the word “ seeds ” in sub-clause (a) of clause (i) of section 2 of the 
Act That, Sir, is the object of the amendment, and I hope that it will 
commend itself to the House Sir,. I move 

Dr Zianddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions • 
Muhammadan Rural) Sir, I would like to know whether the present 
Bill is moved for the benefit of the Indian States or for the benefit of 
British India The other thing, which I would like to request the 
Honourable the Mover tq do, is to place before the House all the circum- 
stances of the case which led the Government to bnng forward this Bill, 
because there are a good many things talked about this affair and I should 
like to have some authoritative statement from the Member in charge of 
this Bill. 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : As regards the first question, Sir, asked by the 
Honourable Dr Ziauddm Ahmad, I should say that the Bill la intended 
to meet not merely the requirements of the Indian States but also the , 
requirements of British India, because, in the Kulu Sub-Division of the 
Kangra District of the Punjab the growing of ‘‘ kuth is being 
encouraged^ and it seems desirable ^that the Punjab Government should 
have authority to deal with the movement in British India of ** kuth 
that they may produce in their own forests and plantations. 

As regards the second point, my Honourable friend said that there 
was a good deal that was being talked about this matter. If he had 
been good enoughito specify what the nature of these conversations was, 

I would have been probably in a position to answer him So far as I 
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am concerned, 1 think I have given all the facts relating to the necessity 
for this legislation. The position is that kuth finds a very valuable 
market in China and, because it finds a valuable market in China, and 
there is no provision under the existing law to regulate its movement 
through British India, people, both from British India and, more so, 
perhaps from Indian States, get hold of this commodity and smuggle it 
out of India The State primarily concerned, namely, Kashmir, and 
also the British Indian authorities, find that they really cannot do much 
in the present situation to deal with these smugglers because, under the 
law as it stands at present, it is not illegal to take this commodity called 
“ kuth ” across British India Inasmuch as both the Kashmii State 
and British India stand to lose revenue by the absence of any legal 
control over this smuggling, it is proposed to amend the Act 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Did the suggestion for the amendment of 
the Act come from Indian States or from the Punjab Government ? 

Mr O. S. Bajpai The suggestion came from the State of Kashmir, 
bu| it was considered by the Punjab Government as well as by the 
North West Frontier Administration 

} Kand Lai (West Punjab * Non>Muhammadan) Sir, the 
provision of the Bill, as proposecl, appears to be of great importance 
* Kuth *Ms of great monetary' value It is imported into British India 
and it has got a good sale There was a lack of legislative sagacity when 
this word was not included and I am in , support of the mcluHion of this 
vord “ kuth ” and therefore I support the Bill 

Mr. President : The question is 

“That tlio Bill to amend the Indian Forest Act, 1927, for a certain purpose, be 
l|keu into c«nsid(.rntioii 

.The motion was adopted 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill 

Mr G. S Bajpai : Sir, I beg to move that the Bill be passed. 

The motion was adopteu 


THE INDIAN TELEGRAPH (AMENDMENT) • DILL. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhoro (Member for Industries and 
jabour) Sir, 1 move that the Bill further to amend the Indian TfelegrapI 
\.ct, 1885, for a certain purpose, be taken into consideration This ii 
i small measure rendered necessary by modern developments' m aeria 
ransport The existing Act makes provision for the grant of permissiol 
>y rule to marine craft to Operate wireless within , Indian territoria 
raters All that this Bill now seeks to do is to extend that provisioi 
o the case of aircraft in or flying over British India or over Indiai 
erritorial waters Sir, I move 
The motion was adopted, 
f Clause d was added to the BilJ 
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Mr President : The question is that Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

The Honourable 8ir Joseph Bhore Sir, with your permission, 
I would like to move a purely formal amendment to this clause It is 
this • 

That m clause 1, for the figures ‘ 1929 the figures * 1930 ’ be substituted 

I ought to explain, Sir, that this Bill has been with the Legislative 
Assembly Department for over a year, and it is much regretted that 
this formal mistake was not noticed by me before Sir, I move the 
amendment 

The motion was adopted 

Clause 1, as amended, was added to the Bill 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : Sir, I move that the Bill, as 
amended, be passed 

The motion was adopted 


THE BOMBAY CIVIL COURTS (AMENDMENT) BILL. '■* 

The Honourable Mr H O Haig (Home Member) Sir, 1 beg>'^ 
move that the Bill further to amend the Bombay Civil Courts Act, 1869, 
for a certain purpose, be taken into consideration This, Sir, is a small 
measure which has been introduced as a consequence of an amendment 
recently made m a local Act, the Bombay Civil Courts Act Undei that 
Act, the jurisdiction of a Subordinate Judge of the second class extended 
only to original suits and proceedings wherein the subject matter dl4 
not exceed m value Rs 5,000 The amendment mad^* in that Act hks 
extended the limit for the jurisdiction of Subordinate Judges of the 
second class from Rs 5,000 to Rs 7,500 In section 26 of the Bombay 
Civil Courts Act, provision is made for appeals to the High Court from 
suits decided by Subordinate Judges, and as this matter relates to the 
jurisdiction of the High Court, it is necessary that any amendment 
should be undertaken in the Central Legislature The provision in 
section 26 of the Bombay Civil Courts Act is that in all suits decided 
by a Subordinate Judge of the first class, of which the amount or value 
of the subject matter exceeds Rs 5,000, the appeal shall be direct to the 
Sigh Court In consequence of the amendment already carried out m 
the Local Legislative Council, there are now suits of the value of more 
than Rs 5,000 which will be decided by Subordinate Judges of the second 
class, and the object of this Bill is to provide that in such cases, the 
appeal from a Subordinate Judge of the second class as well as of the 
ili^t class will go direct to the High Court. 

Bur, I move 

Hand LbI : (West Punjab* Non-Mub$mmadan) ; May I ask 
the Honourable Member whether there is no third cla^ Subordinate 
Jodge 1 Is he aware of it f 

T)m Btononrable jfc. H. Cl. Haig : I am aware whether there 
is a Subordinate Judge of the third class. :^ut any case, if there is 
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such a Judge, he is not empowered to deal with suits exceeding Rs. 5,00C 
in value 

Mr. President : The question is • 

“ That the Bill further to amend the Bombay Civil Couits Act, 1869, for a cer- 
tain purpose be taken into consideration 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig Sir, I move that the Bill be passed 

The motion was adopted 


THE BENARES HINDU UNIVERSITY (AMENDMENT) BILL 

Sir Frank Noyce (Secretary, De])artment of Education, Ilealtt 
arid Lands) Sir, I beg to move that the Bill further to amend the 
Benares Hindu University Act, 1915 tor certain pui poses, be taken into 
consideration 

Sir, the objects of the P>ill are very fully stated m the Statement 
of Objects and Reasons and it is unnecessary, I think, for me to say more 
than a very few words in support of a brief, but by no means an 
unimpoitant, measure The Government of India have recently, as the 
House is aware, increased their annuaL grant to the Benares Hindu 
University from lakhs to 3 lakhs, and have given the Univeisity a 
non-recurring grant aggregating 15 lakhs, with the object of enabling 
it to liquidate its indebtedness, to balance its budget, to improve its 
staff and to provide for the normal expansion of its Engineering College. 
In view of the fact that these grants amounted to a considerable sum, 
the Government of India felt that it was in the best interests of the 
University that a Standing Finance Committee should be established 
which would examine the annual accounts and financial estimates of the 
University and rule out expenditure in excess of its income and 
resources This suggestion was very readily accepted by the authorities 
of the University and the present Bill is the outcome of their acceptance^ 
The details of the constitution, powers and duties of the Committee wull 
be prescribed by Statutes which will be framed under the provisions of 
the existing Act As the House will see, opportunity is also being 
taken of the amendment to the Bill for this purpose to embody certain 
provisions taken from a Bill of whic^i Pandit M^dan Mohan Malaviya 
gave notice in 1926, but with which he was unable to proceed further 
These relate to certain matters of domestic concern, but the Government 
of India have very willingly accept^ the suggestions ^ pf the University 
authorities on these fioiuts 

The only point I wush to urge in conclusion is that this Bill ha^^ 
the full concurrence of the Vice-Chanc^lloj and Jhe Court 9 ^^ the 
University of Benares irid that th^i^Ore th^re ik nothing way, 

contentious about it. Sir, I move. ' ' " 
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Dr. Nand Lai (West Punjab Non-Muhammadan) r Sir, I support 
the Bill I have examined the provisions of the Bill and I am of 
opinion that it is all right 

Dr Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions i 
Muhammadan Rural) Sii, 1 opiniot see the significance of the unusual 
procedure rdopted in this particular Bill, and why it has not been refer- 
red to any Select Committee There ^\as plenty of time ; the Select Com- 
mittee could have met during the sittings of this Assembly and could have 
repoited in time to pass the amended Bill. There are one or two very 
important considerations which f would certainly have brought to the 
notice of the Select Committee had it been suggested and I take the oppor- 
tunity of ormging them before the Assembly now 

Mr. President : Has the Honourable Member sent any amendment 
to the motion ot Sii Fiank No>ce asking that the Bill should be referred 
to a Select Committee ^ 

Dr. Ziauddm Ahmad : I sent no amendment or proposal of that 
kind, for which I ex.pi ess mv regret So I shall speak on the original 
motion 

The Bill procides for an increase in the number of members of thft 
Syndicate from 17 to 20 Of course this is an important consideration, 
and it w’ould have been far bettei if Government had taken this 
opportunity to move foi a fundamental change, lhat fundamental change 
being that the constitution of the Syndicate ought to have been 
provided for in the Statutes and not in the Act That is the procedure 
adopted in the Aligarh and other Universities Acts, so that, w’henever 
there is a change in the number, the Legislative Assembly is not troubled 
with it and it becomes only a question between the Government of India 
and the University authorities In some other Univeisity vve hava 
seen that the number of the executive body was reduced from 30 to 3, 
and probably the time is not far distant when they will have to raise it 
again from 3 to* some other number It* was very fortunate that, in 
the constitution of that University, the constitution of the goveimng 
bodies was not prescribed by the Act but by the Statutes Therefore, I 
would have very much welcomed it, had Government brought forward 
a motion, on these lines instead of only increasing the number from 17 
to 20 The question of number should be fixed by the Statutes and not 
by the Act, and the Assemhlv may be relieved from the discussion about 
the increase from 17 tq, 20 and perhaps after some time again another 
change may be made from 20 to 11, or so - 

Coming to the merits of the question itself, I am very doubtful 
whether the increase in the number of the Executive Committee is an 
expedient and wise move Under the old Universities Act, m the caae of 
the Syndicate, which deliberated both on the academic and on the financial 
side of the Universities, the number of members never exceeded 17 or Ifi. 
Here in the Benares Univer.sity the executive of the academic and 
financial sides are separated. The ei^cutive part is m the hands of the 
OoiuRsil^ the flcadeime part is in the hands of the Syndicatej Besides^ 
they have got faculties also to deal with important 5 1 questions of com- 
mon interest It is very desirable that the exeJq^tive a^idemie cdmiMttee 
should be a compact body of a smailej* number which may bo able to 
act m unison and qui<^ly. It would not hiq^pen if the number^ iraa 
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increased Therefore I would have very much liked Government to 
consider whether, instead of discussinj? the question of numbers on the 
floor of the House, they could not have transferred I'his particular 
provision to the Statutes and left the University to change the number 
with the permission of the Government of India oi the Local Government, 
as the case might* be I think that would have been a very desirable 
method, and had Government not been m precipitate haste m bringing 
forward this Bill, I would certainly have made a suggestion which I am 
sure they would have accepted, and the University would also ha\e 
accepted it The academic opinion also would have endorsed that this 
kind of change ought not to be discussed on the floor of this House but 
should be settled by the University and the Government by mutual 
consent 

Now, Sir, I come to the really important issue wdiich has led to the 
introduction of this Bill On the face ot it, if appears to be a veiy 
innocent proposition It aims at simply adding one more authority to 
the University in the shape of a Standing Finance Committee But we 
know that there is something deeper in apparently innocent propositions 
Government always present bitter things m sugar coated form, so that 
people may not look into the inner meaning of the whole thing Why 
is the change needed ’ Section 27 ot the Act says 

“ Tho following shall bo the authorities and the officers of the University 

and such other authorities and officers as may be provided for by the 

statutes ” 

In the face of this provision that any authority can be created by 
the Statutes, is it necesvsary explicitly to provide it and add one more 
clause ? T will give the answer myself Here is another clause about 
the change of the Statutes Section 17 of the Benares Hindu University 
Act says that the Statutes can be altered with the permission of the 
Governor of the United Provinces But whenever they want to change 
the constitution of the Senate and Syndicate, the Court* and the Council, 
the permission of the Local Government is not enough They must also 
come to the Government of India for permission Therefore, they 
wanted to provide in this Act that a change of the constitution of the 
Standing Finance Committee should not be made with the approval of 
the Local Government alone, but if must also come to the Government 
of India It is evident that mention cannot be made of the Standing 
Finance Committee in the last proviso of the section unless it is also 
mentioned in section 7 of fhis Act Why are the Government of India 
«pecially interested in providing this particular proviso f It is a truism 
that whenever the question of control comes m, both the Government of 
India and the Local Government vie with each other m claiming ' that 
these two unfortunate Universities, Aligarh and Benares, are under 
them. The Government of India on the one side maintain that they 
Are the authority for them, the Local ' Government try ’to impose still 
greater authority over these two L’nii ersities In fact every one claims 
to exercise authority over these Universities. The United PiOvinceS 
^girfatwe Council several times, without divisioii, sanctioned grants 
for the Benares and the Aligarh Universities The tmaminious wish of the 
Membw^of the United Provinces Council was Always ignored l^ the 
Uaibea Provmeos Govmitnent on^Hie ground tifat these two Univorsitfes 
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do not come under them , they have no concern with tilem. l!liey are 
not transferred subjects, but they are subjects directly under the 
(Government of India, and therefore they could not give any grant what* 
soever. 

Then we come to the question of State scholarships* The (Govern* 
ment of India constituted special State scholarships, but they did not 
make them available to the Benares and Aligarh students They said 
it was not their concern They give scholarships to the Frontier Province, 
Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara and not to Aligarh and Benares. Whenever 
these scholarships are instituted by the United Provinces Government, 
they explicitly exclude the Aligarh and the Hindu Universitiea from the 
award of these scholarships So that when it’ is a question of scholarships, 
one Government shoves these two Universities on to the other, but 
whenever the question of control comes in, each Government maintains 
that these two Universities are under them and tries to put as many 
screws on as possible This thing would not have been needed if, in 
sub-section ( 4 ) of section 17, they had added that the change of 
Statutes would require the pei mission of the Government of India, an4 
all these difficulties would have been solved and this double control, 
which IS now being exercised over these Universities, would have been 
avoided 

Now coming to the subject matter of the Finance Committee, the 
University has been in existence for about 15 years now There has been 
a Finance Committee working there for these 15 years and no action has 
been taken about it If their expenditure had been irregular, it would 
ha\e been very desirable to draw their attention to it in time and not 
to continue waiting for a long period of 15 years and then come forward 
in the end with a bomb shell in the shape of creating a special Finance 
Committee with a Government spy in it 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Twenty Five Minutes 
to Three of the Clock 

The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Twenty Five Minutes to 
Three of the Clock, Mr President in the Chair 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Sir, I pointed out before Lunch that, 
instead of moving a change in the number of members of the Syndicate, 
it would have been more profitable to the University, to the Government 
and certainly to the Legislature if they had amended the section, and 
transfer the constitution and powders of the Syndicate from the Act tq 
the Statutes. Then it would have been open to the University and to 
the Government to go on playing with the change of numbers and we 
would have saved our time This piocedure is provided in the Acts of 
the modern Universities including Aligarh University, and I thought the 
present opportunity would be utilised for this particular change 

As regards this Standing Finance Committee proposed in the Bill, 
I would like to know from the Honourable Member in ch^ge of the Bill 
as to whet was the constitution of the Pinenee Oommittee from the 
begmmng up to the present time, and what changes the Government of 
India have proposed in the constitution of this new Finance Committee 
which they arO now introducing by this Bill Of cimrse, it is said that 

L6CPB(LA) 1 
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these suggestions have been accepted by the University That may be 
true , but since the Government give a very big grant, no University can 
refuse their demand I should like to know whether the suggestion for 
the change in the constitution of this new Standing Finance Committee 
came from the Government of India, or whether it originated from the 
University I would like to have inWmation on this point as well 

Sir Frank Noyce • I am sorry that I did not catch the last point 
on which the Honourable Member desires to have information 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Whether the suggestion for the change in 
the constitution of the Finance Committee originated from the University 
or from the Government ol India The Honourable Member may say 
that there had been irregularities in the financial arrangements of the 
University Supposing that was correct, why did not Government draw 
the attention of the University to it in time Had timely action been 
taken by the University, there would not have been any necessity to adopt 
the measures which thev are now proposing in the constitution of the 
Finance Committee This is really one ot the important detects in the 
present organisation of the Universities in general,* that they have not 
got any organisation like the Giants Committee in England which*^ 
might give timely advice to the Universities and avoid ultimate crises 
When this new Advisory Board is established, then one ot the 
important things they wmuld look after would be that they would be 
giving timely advice to educational institutions, and these ii regularities, 
which are now allowed to accumulate, will probably disappear and 
timely advice given to the Universities will certainly lielj) in a\0Kling 
crises which might lead to some extraordinary action eithei by' the 
University or by the Government Therefore, it is very desirable that 
the Government ot India sliould formulate some kind of policy' about 
highei education Of course I am not discussing other aspects of 
education at present, which may be entrusted to this new Advisory 
Board, and which I would very much like to be established at an early 
date I sent in the notice of a Resolution to this effect last Delhi Session 
and I sent in a notice again this time, but botii times it was ruled out 
by the ballot, and so I did not get an oppoiiunity to move it Of couise 
I do not want to discuss the Advisoiy Committee on this jiaiticular BilU 
but I would certainly say that that Committee might function m the 
same manner as the Grants Committee, in the case of Universities Of 
course it will have othei functions as well in connection wnth other 
aspects of education, dissemination of information and advice to 
students who desare to go abroad But I do not want to discuss those 
pbints now I do feel that, although tfie Go\ernment have not utilised 
the present opportunity and have not moved the right motion, which 
they ought to have moved in order to make the affairs of the University' 
more efficient', they had only one thing in tlieir minds, namely, how to 
aeep control over the affairs of the l^nnersit.v. To my mind this is 
a very unimportant thing The thiflg which we ought to look after is 
undoubtedly the efficiency of the University and not control either by 
the Local Government or by the Government of India in which alone 
the Mover of the Bill is interested,, ];>ecause the wholo object of the Bill 
m to transfer the power of altering the con^tntiOtt of the Finance 
Committee from the Local QoVerni^ent to the Go^vemm«it of India I' 
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say that this and this alone is the object of introducing this particular 
Bill I maintain that Government ought to mtroduce some machinery 
which might help to avoid similar occurrences in this and other 
Universities in future by giving suitable, timely advice, I do not want 
to oppose this particular Bill, but I do regret that the Bill has not been 
rightly drafted , if the Government had given us an opportunity to refer 
the matter to Select Committee, then probably it would have come out 
in a more useful form and included suggestions for more efficient working 
of the Universities With these remarks, I close my observations 

The Bevd J 0 Chatter jee (Nominated Indian Christians) . Sir, 
the Honourable and learned Member, Dr Ziauddin, seems to have smelt 
a hare and has hunted extensively and long to unearth his quarry. 
But as I read this innocent looking Bill, it seems to me that the covert 
IS not thick enough to hide even a rat, and therefore I think that the 
leu rued Member has to some extent unnecessarily exorcised himself. 
At all events, if we look at the Statement of Objects and Reasons of 
this Bill, we find at the end the following significant words “ This 
Bill gives effect to the above proposals, which have the full concurrence 
of the Vice-Chancellor and the Court of the University ” It seems to 
me that if the Vice-Chancellor and the Court of the University of 
Benares have given their full concurrence to these proposals, they could 
not have done so without the closest scrutiny Although, I have the 
greatest admiration for the ingenuity and efficiency of the Education, 
Health and Lands Department, yet 1 am certain that even they are not 
astute enough to throw dust into the eyes of such astute and learned 
gentlemen as the Vice-Chancellor and the members of the C^ourt of the 
University of Benares So, if there had been something suspicious about 
this Bill, they would have certainh smelt it and would have raised a 
great deal of dust about it , and since they have not done so, it seems 
to me that the fears and suspicions of my Honouiable and learned friend 
are to some extent or largely unfounded. The mam objection he has 
to the Bill apparently refers to the constitution of this Standing Finance 
Committee by statute Prom the experience 1 have had for some years 
in the Standing Finance Committee i< seems to me that the two Univer- 
sities of Aligarh and Benares as well as others, are constantly coming up 
to the Central Government for large grants The Universities of 
Aligarh and Benares have lately asked for very large sums of money — 
and I believe rightly — for the use of their Universities Those sums of 
money were asked for and have been provided by the Central Govern- 
ment It IS therefore only right and proper that the Cential Govern- 
ment, the custodian of the money of the taxpayer, when it makes such, 
large grants, m however worthy a cause, should exercise a certain nglt{ 
to examine and scrutinise how that money is spent, and therefore it seems 
to me to be strange that the Honouiable and learned gentleman should 
question the right of the Central Government having a certain amount 
of say in the constitution of this Standing Committeei The funds are 
not being provided by the provincial Governments on this occasion ; 
they are being provided by the Central Government, and therefore it 
IS but right and proper that the Central Government should exercise 
some control Over tl^o expenditure of those funds. 

J'hen there la another point, Sir Whde these grants were asked for 
and various memoranda were presented to the Standing Finanoo 
L<iCPB{LA) 
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Committee, it appeared that a great deal of cnticism about the manuer 
in which certain funds have been spent in a particular University was 
made That is not a secret , it is public knowledge. It is therefore 
necessary that a strong Standing Committee should be created by statute 
to regulate theae funds and to make it answerable to Government, who 
provide the funds I think it is only right that such a body should be 
created 

Then my Honourable and learned friend is well aware that a great 
many Universities have these Standing Finance Committees Drawing 
a parallel from my own University of Delhi, we have got a body which 
IS almost on all fours with the body which is now proposed for the 
Benares Hindu University We have a Standing Committee which sits 
for three years That is for the normal term of elections m our 
University, and that is what is being proposed for the Benares Hindu 
University. I am not aware what the exact composition of this Stand- 
ing Finance Committee is going to be, but I have no doubt that with the 
one or two nominees, who ever they may be, of the Government or rather 
of the Chancellor or the Rector, there would be certain elected represen- 
tatives on the Court That I must say, my friend will agree, is very 
nearly the same as in the other Universities There also we have Stand- 
ing Finance Committees, and whether they are Standing Finance 
Committees created by the Universities or whether they have been 
actually created by statute, to my mind it makes very little difference 

Dr Ziauddin Ahmad : On a point of order, Sir. The Finance 
Committee has been in existence fox 15 years. 

Mr. President ; *That is not a point of order 

The Revd. J 0 Ohatterjee : I am quite aware. Sir, that the Finance 
Committee has been in existence, and I believe the intention of this 
Bill IS to strengthen it so as to make it responsible to the authority which 
provides the grants that the University is now asking for X was just 
saying that, in ray own University of Delhi, there is a Finance Committee, 
on which the nominees of Government sit, for the simple reason that 
the University of Delhi is dependent upon Government for a very large 
portion of its revenue, and nobody has taken objection to it, because 
people who provide the money must have a certain amount of say as to 
the manner m which it is going to be spent I think. Sir, the Honourable 
Member is unduly suspicious and that he is unnecessarily worrying 
himself over a matter in which there is very little to fear 

The other point he has referred to is the proposal for raising the 
number of the members of the Syndicate I again feel that it is a very 
healthy change, because to increase the number of members of the 
Syndicate of a large University like that of Benares, which is in some 
,way an All-India institution, from 17 to 20, is all for the gpod Even 
in a small University like that of Delhi, the members of the Syndicate, 
or the Executive Council as it is called, exceed 20 So in a University 
like that of Benares, where so many interests have to be represented, it 
seems to me that the raising of the' number from 17 to ^ is a step in 
the right direction, and whether it fa doUe by statute or by some other 
method, to my mind the nroeedure makes verv little difference It is 



THE BEK^SS HINDU UNIVERSITY (AMENDMENT) BILL 35T 

a practical proposal, and has the full support, as we dre told, of the 
Vice-Chancellor and of the Court of the University, and there- 

fore we in this House ought to have no apprehension in passing this 
Bill 

Blr. M, K. Acharya (South Arcot cum Chingleput Non-Muhani'- 
madan Sural) Sir, I shall not take much time of the House, but I 
only want to say just one or two words I found doctors on either side 
disagreeing When doctors disagree, laymen like me have to be very 
cautious The learned doctor on this side came for\^ard with some of 
his objections, and the reverend gentleman from that side came forward 
with what he considered to be his replies to those objections, and I was 
simply wondering how I could best adjust the two sides, and it looked 
to me as if mv reverend friend was trying to measure the scale of the 
Benares University with that of the Delhi University 

The Revd J. 0 Chatterjee : Not at all 

Mr M K Acharya or possibly my Honourable and learned 

friend on this side was trying to compare the scale of the Benares 
University with that of the Aligarh University Any w^ay, I am not 
concerned with any scale, whether borrowed from Delhi or from Aligarh 
All that I w'ant to say is this It is very unfortunate that my old friend 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya is not here in this House today when 
a Bill like this is introduced, because probably he is the person best 
qualified to speak and to tell us once for all how far this Bill ^ill satisfy 
the authorities of the Benares University I am not at all concerned 
with the reconstitution of the Standing Finance Committee I never 
take much trouble about these things How many Members are going 
to be on the Standing Finance Committee or who is to appoint them, 
these are matters which I leave to the practical genius of practical 
gentlemen I am a dreamer and philosopher , and these numbers 17 or 
20 do not trouble me at all There is only one feature in this measure 
which I think I should welcome, and that is all that I wanted to say 
There will be an examination in Hindu religion for all Hindu students 
It seems to be one of the changes that are in contemplation, and I wel- 
come that change I believe it was about years ago that I paid a visit 
to the Benares Hindu University , and I stayed there for three or four 
days with somebody, and it then impressed me that the so-called Hindu 
University in Benares was just as good or as bad as any of the big first 
grade colleges in South India There was nothing particularly Hindu 
about it, except that all the students that w’ere receiving education in 
that University happened to be students who are, I suppose, in the 
Census Report described as Hindus Of course, in the Census Report 
a Hindu is one who is neither a Muhammadan nor a Christian 

l>r. A Snhrawjardy : Is that the definition ? 

Btr. H K Acharya : I believe it is so 

The Revd J. 0. Chatterjee ; Nor a Parsi 

Mr. M. K. Acharya : Nor a Jew So I do not believe that th< 
Census Officers, or even the Government of India for that matter, are 
yet sure as to who a Hindu is I am supposed to <^ine from a non 
Muslim constituency ; that is all. That is all the definition of mj 
constifuency, and I am a non-Muslim I think. Sir, in that respect the 
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Hindu University is non-Muslim and non-Cbnstian. There was no 
Muslim or Christian religious teaching given in that University I myself 
graduated from a Christian college, and I learnt plenty of the New 
Testament in my college, and T do not ever regret that I did learn it 
In any case, it struck me in those days that, although something was 
shown in the time table by way of religious instruction to the boys, yet 
very little was actually given And m passing I may say that in the 
days in which I was a teacher myself m charge of an educational 
institution, I always made it a great point to impart religious instruction 
on non-sectarian lines to the pupils — in fact at one time I e\en went to 
the length of moving the Madras Government to appoint a Committee 
on the subject I had to wTite a book on the subject for the benefit of 
the High School bojs m the Madras Presidency — that was all in the old 
days Any way, T took some interest to see what kind of religious 
instruction was imparted to the students of the Benares University , 
and it struck me that very much more might have been done than was 
actually done in those days I hope there is a change now coming on, 
and that the students ot the Benares Hindu Unnersity will not be just 
noniiiiilh leeeiving instrucijon in the Hindu religion, in Hindu ideals 
and Hindu Dharma, but they will receive leally sound and good instruc- 
tion so as to be able to stand the test of an evaminatioin if need be, in 
the instruction which is supposed to be imparted to them 

Therefore, I think that this provision that there would be an 
examination also and not merely instruction so as to make sine that the 
boys do learn something is, on the whole, a fairly satisfactory innovation 
I admit one may know all the scriptures and yet may " be as bad a 
renegade as anybody can be Therefore, there is a good deal of differ- 
ence between learning and actual conduct in life However, there is 
this fact of being the know^er of one's religion, whether one follows it 
or not Knowing one’s religion, one may be tempted to follow it in due 
course That was an innovation which I thought was welcome That 
18 all that interested me in this Bill For the rest, I hope that now 
that the expert on one side has been answered by the expert on the other 
side, a layman like myself may on this occasion at least vote with the 
Government and see the Bill passed 

Sir Frank Noyce : Sir, my Honourable fnend Mr Chatterjee has 
made such an able defence of this measure that it is unnecessary for 
me to add very much to what he has said Dr. Ziauddm has accused 
Government of precipitate action in bnngmg the Bill forward The 
papers I have m front of me are, I think, sufficiently thick to rebut 
that charge This Bill has been under consideration for at least a year, 
and short and simple as its provisions appear to be, they have been the 
subject of very prolonged discussion with the Vice-Chancellor of the 
University I myself have spent several hours with him in deviaing a 
measure which will be equally satisfactory to Government and to the 
authorities of the University 

Dr Ziauddm has asked why th^ was pot referred to a 
Committee It was because we were satisfied that it was acceptable to 
the authorities of the University, and because, as I have , said, that its 
pToMsiohs are simple and no question of ^drafting arose, that we 4 id not 
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consider that it >vas necessary to refer it to a Select Committee Dr 
Ziauddm thought that, if that had been done, opportunity might have 
been taken so to amend the Benares Hindu University Act as to bring 
»ueh questions as the number of the Syndicate within the operation of 
the Statutes instead of that of the mam Act I think, if he had looked 
up the histoi^ of University legislation m this country, he would have 
realised why such an amendment would not have been desirable nor 
acceptable to the University The Benares Hindu University Act dates 
from before the Report of the Calcutta University Commission. Since 
that Commission reported, its advice in regard t’o the drafting of 
University Acts has been followed, and such matters as Dr Ziauddm has 
mentioned are now brought within the operation of the Statute. If 
we had made an amendment bringing the number of the Syndicate within 
the Statutes, we should have had to do likewise with regard to the 
constitution of the other authouties of the Benares Hindu University 
and that w^ould have meant a verv extensive remodelling of the Act, 
which hardly appears necessary 

Now, I come to the mam point, which is the necessity for a Standing 
Finance Committee for the Benares Hindu University Dr Ziauddm 
referred to this requirement as a bombshell to the University T think 
myself that Universities would w^elcome bombshells of this kind which 
burst with blessings on their heads ” The bursting of such a bomb- 
shell has its advantages and disadvantages and the disadvantage in this 
case IS, of course, that the giants to the University have been made on 
the condition that it sets up a strong Standing Finance Committee It 
has in the past had a Finance Committee, but it is an entirely informal 
body which was not constituted under the Act or under the Statutes 
I venture to think that when Government increase the annual grant of 
the University from Rs IJ lakhs to Rs 3 lakhs and give it non-recurring 
grants to the extent of Rs 15 lakhs, they are justified both in their 
interests, in the interesf^i of the taxpayer and in those of the University 
in taking steps to see that the grants are properly administered That 
IS also the opinion of the University, as I have said The University 
authorities have never raised any objection whatever to the constitution 
of a Standing Finance Committee The only objections they did raise 
were as to the manner in which it should be constituted, and those 
objections have now been met fully and completely I was asked how 
this Standing Finance Committee is to be composed It will consist of 
tjie Vice-Chancellor ex-officio, who will preside over its meetings, one 
member of the Court, who will be nominated by the Lord Rector, one 
member who will be nominated by the Vice-Chancellor, and two members 
of the Court who will be elected by the Court I submit that there is 
no Government spy on that Committee , it consists entirely of th^ 
members of the Court who presumably^ enjoy the confidence of the 
University 

Dr. Zianddin Ahmad ; No representative of the Government of 
India T 

Sir Prank Nojdt : The nominee of the Lord Hector. There is 
8 pm question of the Government of Xpdta controjling 

the activities of the Standing Finance Committee* it 
will have full power in its own sphere. that the Government of 
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India insist on — and I think they are justified in insisting on — ^is that 
any change which may be made in t^ie Statutes constituting the Standing 
Finance Committee shall come up to the Governor General in Council 
for approval This House has constituted a Standing Finance Committee 
of its own and I cannot but conceive that a Standing Finance Committee 
cannot but be of great advantage to a University It is, I submit, from 
the Standing Finance Committee thus constituted that the University 
can expect the advice which Dr Ziauddin thought should be tendered 
by the Government of India or by a body constituted by the Government 
of India I hardly think that the Education Board, whose formation 
he envisages in the near future, would be m a position to give the 
University advice in regard to the management of its finances, or that, 
if such advice was given, it would be altogether welcome to the 
University which is very jealous ot its autonomy 

I think, Sir, 1 have said sufficient to show that the Bill is a salutary 
measure, and I repeat once more — and I am sure the House will agree — 
that there cannot be anything radically wrong with a measure which is 
acceptable both to the University authorities and to the Government ot 
India. 

Dr Ziauddin Ahmad ; Will the Honourable Member please answer 
two of my questions which I have already put ? One is, who originated 
the proposal of a Standing Finance Committee, and the other is, whether 
the decision of the Standing Finance Committee shall be final or subject 
to revision by the Council of the Court ? 

Sir Frank Noyce : I am sorry I omitted to answer those questions 
I think the reply is really implicit in what I have stated The suggestion 
that there should be a Standing Finance Committee emanated from the 
Government of India, which felt, as I have said before, that, in making 
grants of the large amounts I have mentioned, they ought to have some 
means of assuring themselves that they were properly administered and 
that there would be no more bombshells coming m another fifteen years’ 
time The second question is whether the constitution of the Standing 
Finance Committee has the approval of the Court I can assure the 
Honourable Member that* that is the case I have before me the draft 
Statutes regarding the constitution of the Standing Finance Committee, 
which have been sent to us by the Court. 

Dr. 2Siauddi]i Ahmad It has been imposed on the so-called 
autonomous University 

BIr President : The question is : 

** That the Bill further to amend the Benares Hindu University Act, 1915, for 
certain purposes, be taken into consideration.*’ 

The motion was adopted 

Clauses 2, 3, 4 and 5 were addend to the Bill. 

Clause 1 wag added to the Bill 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the BHi 

Sir Prank Noyce : I mpve that the Bill be passed. 

The motion was adopted 



BB8OLOTI0N RE CONVENTION FOR PROTECTION Oh' WORKERS 
AGAINST ACCIDENTS 

The Hononrable Sir George R&iny (Membei for Commerce and Rail- 
ways) : Sir, I move 

** That this Assembly having considered 

(1) the r»raft Convention concerning the protection against accidents of workoti 

employed m loading or unloading ships , 

(2) the Recommendation concerning reciprocity as regards the protection 

against accidents of 'workers employed in loading or unloading ships ^ 
and 

(3) the Recommendation concerning the consultation of workers’ and employers’ 

Organisations in the drawing up of regulations dealing with the safety of 
workers employed in loading or unloading ships , 
adopted bj the International Labour Conference at its Twelfth Session recommends 
to the Ooiernor General in Council that he should examine the possibility of giving 
effect to the above Convention and the Recommendations and that the results of 
this examination should be placed before the Assembly within eighteen months from 
this date ” 

I have only a few words to say in respect of this Resolution, but I 
think it IS due to the House that 1 should tell them what exactly are 
the reasons which have made it necessai y to bring it forward As 
the House will see from its terms, it does not commit the House to any 
definite expression of opinion, but it convoys an injunction to the Gov- 
ernment of India to proceed with its examination of tbe question, and 
to place its proposals before the Legislatuie within a period of 18 
months The necessity arises in this way Tender Aiticle 425 of the 
Treaty of Versailles, the member Governments have bound themselves 
to bring any draft convention or lecommendation adopted by the In- 
ternational Labour Conference before the competent authority em- 
powered to take action, within 18 months from the date when the draft 
convention or recommendation was adopted In this case the period of 
18 months will expire on the 21st December next, and as legislation will 
be necessary before the Government can ratify the Convention, it is 
necessary in order to comply with the provisions, of the Treaty, that 
the draft Convention and the Recommendations should be brought be- 
fore the Indian Legislature this Session, because before the next Session 
begins, the period of 18 months will have expired The nature of the 
Resolution being wdiat it is, I do not think it is necessary for me to go 
into any great detail as to the terms of the Convention It provides a 
a pretty complete code for the protection ot w'orkers, employed whether 
ashore or afloat, in loading and unloading ships In a matter of this 
kind, it IS obvious that we could not in any case come to decisions with- 
out consulting Local Governments, commercial bodies, shipping interests 
and the Port Trusts and we started consulting them some time ago. 
We have not, however, yet received the opinions of all Local Govern- 
ments, and we shall not be in a ])osition to formulate our proposal until 
we have their replies Thereaftei tJic whole matter will be taken up 
and in due course the proposaK of the Go\ernment of India will be 
placed before this House 8ir, 1 move 

Mr N. G Ranga (East Godavari and West Godavari cum Kistna * 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) T learn •from the reports submitted to the 
Government of India by its delegates to the Inteihiatiofial Labour Con- 
ference that this particular proposal was placed before them by the 
Government of Inma in April last Their delegates to the International 
Labour Conference claimed that it was not possible for them to ratify 
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or to accept this particular convention on behall of the Government of 
India, in view of the fact that the Goveinmeut of India had such short 
notice In fact this was the same claim that they advanced in reply to 
my Honourable friend, Mr Matin Chaudhury, who criticised their atti- 
tude Sir, I learn from the Honourable the Leader of the House that 
tl^e Government of India has not yet had sufficient time to consult Local 
Go\ernments and also the other organisations which are concerned with 
this particular matter It is also learnt trom him that the Go\eiiiment 
of India have had replies only from a few provinces and not from all 
I should be very grateful to the leader of the House, 8ir George Rainy, 
if he would inform me whether they received the proposal from the 
International Labour Office m April, 1930, or April, 1929 If it was in 
April, 1929, that the Government of India were appraised ot this con- 
vention of the International Labour Conference, certainly thev have 
had more than enough time to consider this If they had notice only 
in April last, that is three months ago, then to ask for 18 months’ time 
to give the necessary consideration for this particular convention, in 
order to arrive at their own recommendations, is rather an extraordi- 
narv thing, because it shows that the Government of India are not 
really anxious to help the workers ot this country — dockyard workers 
and workers employed on steamers — as soon as possible 

It 18 a notorious fact that in most of our docks and shipyards, no 
attention has been paid till now by the Port Trusts or the employers 
to take the elementary precautions to prevent accidents to the workers , 
and even when accidents have occurred, very little attention i'> given 
to the question of giving necessary compensation to these workers 
I am conscious of the fact that there is a Workmen’s Compensation Act, 
but by reason of the fact that these dockyard workers have not been 
organised properly, this Act has failed to give sufficient redress or suffi- 
cient assistance to these workers Government have not taken care to 
see that the employers are persuaded to take the necessary precautions, 
and what is worse, there has been negligence on the part of employers 
as well as of Government But to-day Go\einraent come to us and ask 
for a period of 18 months in order to formulate their own proposals 
The other day (i.e , 7th July, 1930), when my Honourable friend, Mr 
Matin Chaudhury, dre^v the attention of the Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore 
to this question and inquired why Government should ask for six 
months’ time to consider that particular convention regarding the in- 
dustrial accidents of workers, he w^as given the answer that Government 
had to circulate that particular convention to all the Local Governments 
and to get the necessary replies before the> could formulate their own 
conclusions and place them before this House Sir, a period of six 
months was found necessary for that particular convention, so is not 
that period long enough for this particular convention also f If this 
period 18 not long enough, at most one year should be quite enough 
Why do Government want 18 months ? This question is veay im- 
portant, and I sincerely hope that the Honourable Sir Ooorge Rainy will 
tyy his l^est to see that propossjs are placed before this Hotme within 
at most one year from now. ^condly, Sir, there is a thirfl section — 
tfie recommendation concf?rning consultation bptween workers and 
employers over the drawing up of regulations dealing with the safety 

.w. MVll rkO H I n rV oKinQ TTaI*A T IPAm fVlAt 
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some of the urban workeis working in the dockyards of cities are or- 
ganized into trade unions and therefore it is quite possible for them, or 
it may not be impossible for them, to safeguard their own interests 
when this particular question comes up for discussion, but what about 
those workers employed on small sailing ships and also m inland ports T 
These workers are not at all protected because they have no organisa- 
tions for themselves Theiefore it k quite easy for Government to ig- 
noie them if their case is not placed before them pioperly I would 
request the Honourable Sir George Rainy to take note of this fact and 
to try his best to see that proper representation is given to these people 
also on any committees or councils which may be held to get this parti- 
cular convention discussed at the proper time. Thirdly, Sir, I do not 
know whether the Government of India propose to apply this particu- 
lar convention only to the seaports or to inland ports as well There 
was a discussion on this point at the International Labour Conference, 
and the majority of the delegates were of opinion that this particular 
convention should be made applicable to workers employed both at the 
seaports and also in the inland ports, and to workers employed on the 
shoie and also on board steamers Now I would suggest that it would be 
in the interests of the dockyard workers in this country, and those 
workers employed on the steamers and sading ships, if this particular 
convention were to be made applicable not only to workers at the ports, 
but also to the workers in the inland ports of this country and to 

workers on the shore qs well as workers on board steamers Lastly, 

Sir, there is a provision made in this convention that a Government, 
if it was found to be necessary, should be authorised to exempt any 
small steamer or any small inland port from the provisions of this par- 
ticular convention Sir, I think this is a very dangerous pro- 
vision It this particular authority to exempt sailing ships or 

certain inland ports were to be given to the Government of India, 
I am perfectly sure, Sir, that the Government of India would 
to exercise this power m as manv oases as possible, to the detri- 
ment of the ultimate inteiests of the unoiganised and helpless 
workers of the inland ports Tlieiefore I give this particular 
caution to the Government of India not to try to take advantage of 
this particular provision, but to try their best to extend the benefits 
accruing from the application of this convention to the workers em- 
ployed in inland ports also 

The Honourable Sir Oeorge Rainy : Sir, I should like to say a few 
words in reply to what has fallen from my Honourable friend He 
seemed to think that, in this case, the Government of India have been 
extraordinarily dilatory Now what actually happened was this The 
Convention and the Recommendations were adopted by the International 
Labour Conference in its Twelfth Session in May and June, 1929 
Owing to the procedure of double discussion which obtains in the In- 
ternational Labour Organization — first discussion in one year and a 
second* discussion in the next — and o^iug to the delay which takes place 
before papers reach the Government of India from the International 
Labour Organization, we had literally no time whatever to consult 
Local Governments and the other interests concerned In these cir- 
cumstances it was clearly impossible tor the Government delegates at 
the Twelfth Session to take a decided line , and it was the more neces- 
sary, after we received the draft Conv'ention and Recommendations, 
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that we should take steps to see that these important questions were fully 
examined The papers were issued from the Office of the International 
Labour Organization at Geneva m September, 1929, and they finally 
reached the Comnierco Department about the middle of November. 
There was no delay in issuing a circular to Local Governments asking 
them to give their own opinions and to obtain the opinions of the in- 
terests concerned, and considering that this is the first occasion on which 
we have had a real opportiinit> of examining them, I do not think there 
has been any undue delay Xuw my Honourable friend put a question 
He wanted to know whether tliese provisions m the Convention and m 
the Recommendations voiild applj to the inland ports Sir, my Honour- 
able friend is in a position to answer his own question If he will read 
the draft Convention and Recommendations, as no doubt he has already 
done, he will find that the proMsions do apply in many cases to the in- 
land ports as well as to the seaports. Now when the International 
Labour Conference have adopted a Convention, the member-Govern- 
ments can decide for themselves whether the> will ratify or not, but 
they cannot ratify w^th reservations Therefore, the answer to the 
question is that, if the Government ot India finally decide that the Con- 
vention should be ratified, and if the Legislature should concur in that 
decision, because in order to make it effectne legislation is necessary, 
then m that case the provisions wull apply both to the seaports and to 
the inland ports I think, Sir, that really answers most of what fell 
from my Honourable friend, and it is perhaps unnecessary that I should 
say more 

Mr N G. Ranga : Does the Honourable Sir George Rainy propose 
to give due representation to inland workers employed in inland ports 
who are not properly organised at present ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I am afraid I cannot give an 
answer to that question at this stage, but I will certainly promise that 
what my Honourable friend has suggested will be considered 

BIr. President : The question is that the following Resolution be 
adopted 

“ This Assembly having considered ’ 

(1) the iJrnft Convention concerning the protectaon against accidents of workers 

employed in loading or unloading ships , 

(2) the Bee ommendation concerning reciprocity as regards the protection against 

•icei dents of workers employed in loading or unloading ships , and 

(3> the Recommendation concerning the ebnsultation of workers’ and employers’ 
Organisations in the drawing up of regulations dealing with the safety 
of workers employed m lojftding or unloading ships ; 

adopted b} the International Labour Coherence at its Twelfth Session reeommendi 
to the Governor General in Council that be should examine the poesibihty of giving 
efhwt to the above Convention and the Recommendations and that the resnlts of this 
examination should be placed before the Assembly within eighteen months from this 
date ” 


The motion was adopted. 



RESOLUTION EE CONVENTION CONCERNING THE MARKING 
OP WEIGHT ON HEAVY PACKAGES TRANSPORTED BY 
VESSELS 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy ( Member for Commerce and Rail- 
ways) . Sir, I move . 

** That thif Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that b« 
should ratify the Draft Convention concerning the marking of the weight on heavy 
packages transported by vessels, adopted b\ the International laibour Conference at 
its 12th 8esKion held at Geneva in May June, 1929 " 

This Convention, Mr President, is a very simple one It requires that 
any package or object weighing one metric ton or more consigned for 
transport by sea or inland waterway, shall have its gross weight plainly 
and durably marked upon it on the outside before it is loaded on a ship 
or vessel The object of this Convention is to protect the worker 
against the danger to which he is exposed if heavy packages which must 
be loaded or unloaded on a ship bv niechanieal means do not have their 
weight marked on them Obviously, it must seldom be possible to move 
a package weighing more than one metric ton by hand, and there- 
fore it has to be moved by mf chanical means If the weight is not marked, 
a crane or derrick may be used to lift the package though it is not 
really strong enough to carry it It the crane broke, there might be 
great danger to the life and limb of those who were employed in work- 
ing the cargo Since that Convention was adopted, we ha\e consulted 
Local Governments, Local Administrations, commercial bodies and the 
othei interests concerned on the question whether we should ratify the 
Convention or not The opinion'* we hive received are practically un- 
animous that the Convention should be ratified, and the only two dis- 
sentient opinions we have received aie from the Bombay Chamber of 
Commerce and a firm in Madras After considering the opinions, the 
Government of India are clearly of opinion that it is desirable that the 
Conseiition should be ratified 

Then we have also considered the question whether special legisla- 
tion will be necessary, but as far as we cun judge there is no present 
need for such legislation The Port Trusts under their various Port 
Trust Acts have the power to frame bj e-laws for the safe and con- 
venient use of wharves, docks, piers, etc , and v^e believe that it will be 
quite possible to euforce the Convention by means of such bye-laws. 
In one port, namely, Chittagong, the position is rather exceptional, be- 
cause the jetties belong to the Assam Bengal Railway Company The 
Company, however, is willing to eiifoice the necessary rules to secure 
compliance with the Convention by virtue of their powers under the 
Indian Railways Act 

As regards the inland waterways, our information is that cranes are 
very seldom employed in the loading and unloading of vessels, and pack- 
ages weighing one metric ton and upwards have very rarely to be dealt 
with Therefore it appears to us that no legislation is necessary at pre- 
sent on that point, but should it appear, as the result of further ex- 
perience, that legislation to enforce the Convention is necessary, then, 
undoubtedly, the Government of India would come to the House and 
ask for the necessary powers Sir, I move. 

Tne motion was adopted 
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RESOLUTION BE TERMINATION OP CONTRACT OP THE A88^ 
BENGAL railway 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy (Member for Commerce and 
Railways) Sir, I move 

“ That tins Asseuib]> reconimemlg to the Governor General in Ckiuncil that, m view^ 
firstly, of the requirements for new ronstmetion and open line works on railways which 
will have to be met in the course of the next ten years, and of the demands which 
the provision of adequate funds to meet the capital expenditure required for these 
pro leets wid make on the resouneg of Government, and secondly of the fact that tlie 
piirohn<»c of the Ahsam Bengal Ruilwa} Company’s interest in the Assam Bengal llail- 
wav will not it the jircsent tune bi finauiialh profitable, and that another opportunity 
for aiquinug that intoust will occur in notice should not be given to the Oom^- 

pan\ on the piosent occasion of intention to terminate their contract unless it should 
prove possible to devise some expedient by whuh the puichise money *an be found on 
terms whnh wi'l neither involve the Government in substantial finannal loss nor neces- 
sitate anv serious curtailment m the programme of new capital expenditure required for 
the proper developuieut of the railway system in accordance with the economic needs 
of tlie ecuntn ” 

1 should like to express at the outset my^ regret that it was not pos- 
sible to give longer notice of my intention to move this Resolution Cer- 
tain discussions ha\e been in progress, and until they had terminated, it 
was \ery difficult to formulate the exact terms of a Resolution As soon 
as 1 was in a position to do so, the Resolution was drafted and was sent m 
It vs as considered by the (’ential Advisory Council for Railways yester- 
day, and copies ot the Memorandum, which was placed before the Ad- 
visory Council, together with a note sJiowing what the i ecommendation 
of the Council was, have been placed on the desk 'before every Member. 
As T said, I regret very much that it was not possible to give longer 
notice Now, Sir, Government, m considering this question, and m 
deciding what their line ought to be, have constantly kept hefoie their 
mind the strong feeling that is entertained by very many sections of 
Indian opinion and which has often found expre-sion in this House in 
favour of terminating the contracts of the guaiaiiteed Companies at the 
earliest opportunity All Honourable Members are of course aware that 
this was the recommendation of the Acworth Committee I should, how- 
ever, like to read to the House exactly^ what the Acworth Committee said 
about the Assam Bengal Railway In the first place their general re- 
commendation was this 

“ Wo lecomnieiid that the system of management bv guaranteed companies of 
English domuilc should not be continued after the termination of their existing 
contracts ” 

The Committee then went on to deal with the various railways giving 
the dates on which their contracts terminated, and what they said about 
the Assam Bengal Railway was this • 

The position of the Assam Bengal Company is exceptional All the other 
guaranteed companies earn, in the shape of Uieir share of surplus profits a substantial 
cundenfl above the guaranteed minimum, and their shires, even under the exceptional 
market conditions of the present moment, stand in the neighbourhood of par The 
Assam Bengal net receipts do not even meet the 3 per cent guarantee 
The shares ore consequently quoted at present at about 45 We should hesitate to 
advise that the Secretary of State should pay off at par m 1931 shares now standing 
at 45 But the Company is not important, and there is ample time for consideration 
of this optional case between now and^ 1931 In any case, the amount at issue Is 
not large ’ ' 

I have quoted that passage to show that the Acworth Comihittee recog- 
nised that the Assam Bengal Railway stood m a somewhat different posi- 
tion from others, owing to the fact that they earned sufficient in the 
way of surplus profits to keep their shares above par, even at that time, 
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lat IS, 1921-22, whereas the Assam Bengal Railway was not even earn- 
[g its guaranteed interest 

Now, Sir, we come to the question as to bow matters stnud at the 
resent moment First of all let us take the leveime position and try 
> a^ertain how the bargain looks from the point of view of Government, 
hich means the point of view ot the taxpayer Let u:> see how the 
irgam would look if we were to cany out the purchase in accordance 
itn the teims of the contiact The ordinary share capital of the 
orapany is li million sterling and the guaranteed rate of interest iR 
per cent, that is to say, the Oo\ernment have to ])ay annually t45,000 
s interest on the Company ’s capital In addition, there is the Company's 
[lare of the •‘urplus profits In the yeai's 1920-21 to 1925-26, no surplus 
rofits weie earned But in the following four or five years, there have 
een surplus, profits which in one oi two years have amounted to as much 
s Rs 4 lakhs a vear We ha\e considered very carefully what these surplus 
rofits might amount to during the next decade The two \ears in which 
tey amounted to as much as Rs 4 lakhs were rather exceptionallv good 
ears, and we feel that it would be dangerous to count on the Railway 
lakiDg surplus profits to that extent as an average during the decade, 
Ithough I ceitainly hope that in good \ears — good years for the raihvay, 
mean, for the term good is somewhat ambiguous, since high receipts m 
hie Raihvay ma;v mean a bad iice harvest in Bengal and ver> heavy rice 
tnports from Burma to Chittagong, still I do not doulbt that in particular 
eais, the surplus profits might amount to or might even exceed Rs 4 lakhs 
year On the other hand, we must be prepared for years that aie bad 
rom the point of view of the Raihvay, a year for instance m which 
enous damage might be done to the hill section by heavy rainfall and 
onsequentiy the working expenses be high Therefore, our view is that, 
aking one >"ear with another we aie not entitled to calculate that on the 
verage the surplus profits payable to the (Company would amount to 
lore than Rs lakhs In sterling that would be nearly £24,000, or 

Qore exactly £23,750 Now, if we were to purchase the Railway, we 
hould of course no longer have to pay the guaranteed interest 
n the capital of the Company, and we should not have to 

lay surplus profits but in addition we should not have to pay the 
idmmistrative expenditure of the London Board of Directors, 

ind that amounts to about £8,500 Altogether the total amount of the 
harges of which we should be relieved, if we made the purchase, is 

letween £76,000 and £77,000 On the other side of the account in the 

Lrst place, we lose the Indian income-tax and the super-tax on the Com- 
>any profits, which amount to a little o^er £3,000, and also of course, 
ve should have to pay iiitere«t on the money that we should have to 
mrrow in order to pay the Company's capital Now, it seem^ very un- 
ikfily, conditions being what they are, that the Government rtf India 
vould be able to borrow money requiied for paying off the capital in 
London at less than 6 per cent 

Bfr. B Das (Onssa Division Non-Muhammadan) Why not in 
ndia t 

The Honourable Sir <}eorge Rainy : I w^ill come to that Therefore 
i» against the charges, of which we should be relieved of a sum amounting to 
Knnething like £7,000, we should on the other hand have additional charges 
meet to £93,000 That is to say, we anticipate fhat, if we made the 
imrebaHe, we must lay out account for a recuning loss of something like 
B17,000 a year. Therefore, on the face of it, the transaction does not looli 
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present and that, if we take it over now, the loss will fall on us, but if 
we do not take it over at present, part of the loss falls upon the Com- 
pany 

The next point I want to make is this. According to the most recent 
information that I have, the market price of the shares in London is 
£78 Last year they rose higher, I understand, there was an impression 
that the Government of India was likely to purchase the Company and 
the price went up to 98, but it has now d,ropped back to 78 My own 
feeling is that when the London money market values shares at only 78 
per cent of their par value and when we are obliged, if we buy the Rail- 
way, to purchase them at par, I feel a certain instinctive reluctance — 
possibly due to my Scottish nationality — in placing that extra £22 in 
the pockets of the shareholders 

So far, 1 have been speaking of the matter almost entirely from 
the revenue side Let us now look at it for a moment from the capital 
side As Honourable Members know, during the last two >ears, it has 
become increasingly evident that it is going to be difficult to laise all 
the money that we should like to be able to spend upon railway deve- 
lopment in India Every Honourable Member knows that we have had 
to curtail our programme of capital expenditure rather drastically 
Wo have not, 1 am glad to say, had to shut down any construction 
which we had actually begun, but we have been compelk'd to postpone 
the commencement of new projects , and as far as I can foresee, it is 
not going to be an easy matter in the next three, four or five years to 
provide funds tor more than a very modest programme of capital deve- 
lopment Now', Honourable Members who hold strongly the view that 
the contracts with the (companies should be terminated may \ery well 
say to me “ But surely m any year when a contract falL in, if you 
devote part of the money, you can raise by borrowing, to buying out the 
Company, then you will have so much less to spend on railway develop- 
ment Do the terms ot the Resolution mean that the Government of 
India are asking the Assembly to commit itself to the general proposi- 
tion that the shares of these Company railways ought not to be acquired 
when opportunity offers If the language of the Resolution on the 
paper has conveyed to any Honourable Member an impression that Gov- 
ernment are asking the House to commit itself to a proposition from 
which it could be inferred that opportunity ought not to be taken of 
these opportunities when the contracts fall in, I should be very sorry, 
because that is not the intention of Government at all The reason why 
these points were emphasised in the Resolution was this, that at the pre- 
sent juncture and in the existing circumstances, it is particularly diffi- 
cult to raise the money we require for railway development If we have 
to purchase the Assam Bengal Railway, it will not mean that we should 
still have a fairly gdod programme, though not quite so large as we' could 
have wished It would mean that a programme which, as I have already 
said, we regard as totally inadequate would become more inadeqCiate still. 
It might mean that we should have to put oflf for a year or for two years 
the beginning of such import^t projects as the Bonibay Sindh connection 
and the Dacca Aricha Railway in Eastern Bengal. That being so. Gov- 
ernment are bound to put the position clearly before the House and 
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explain to them what the consequences are likely to be if we decide to 
purchase this Railway. 

Now, Sir, there is another point connected both with the capital and 
revenue sides The main reason why there have been surplus profits for 
^the last four or five years is, we believe, the policy adopted in recent 
y^rs of building short branch feeder lines on the Assam Bengal Railway 
It IS this which has brought about an increase in receipts and has finally 
provided su^pIui^es Now, it might be uiged, '' Is it not likely that with, 
the construction of more feeder lines the financial results of the line will 
improve, and if this prospect exists, might not the purchase of the line be 
profitable ? ” My answer to this line of argument is this I believe it 
IS quite true that, if w’e c'ould build several more feeder line«, the financial 
results of the mam line would be substantially improved-. But if we spend 
large sums of money to acquire the line, then 1 fear we siiall not be able 
to afford to build the feeder lines and m that case we sliall not get these 
additional profits For that reason I do not feel that we can take into 
account any additional surplus prolits arising from the construction of new 
feeder lines, because if we acquire the line, we shall not be able to build 
them 

There is another iioint which 1 ought to have mentioned earlier, and 
about which I mui't say something now We have very carefully con- 
sidered w'hether, in addition to the saving of administrative expenditure 
owung to the abolition of the London Board, there might not be adminis- 
trative savings in India owing to the purchase of the line It has been 
suggested for instance, that the management might be amalgamated with 
that of the Eastern Bengal Railway That is a possibility, but after going 
into the matter very carefully, we are satisfied that on the balance there is 
not likely to be any saving The Assam Bengal line has always been very 
economically managed, and as soon as we took it under State management, 
we should be faced with a very firm demand that the scale of salaries and 
emoluments of all ranks should be raised to the same standard as on other 
State-managed railways That being so, I am afraid that any saving 
expected in this region would prove to be illusory. 

That, Sir, I think very nearly concludes what I desire to place before 
the House. We have been exploring the subject to see whether any prac- 
tical expedient can be devised iii order to meet what I know are the wishes 
of a very large number of Members of this House, without sacrificing any 
important financial interests of Government, which means of the tax- 
payens. We shall continue our search, because it is not necessary to give 
notipe until the end of December But I should be misleading the House 
if I were to lead them to believe that T am very hopeful that we sliall be 

to devise any such expedient As far as I can judge, it will not be 
possible to arrive at any scheme which would not either involve a snWim- 
tijd recurring loss to Government or which on the other hand would not 
le^d to a drastic curtailment of our capital progrramme Nevertheless we 
shall »tiU see whether anything can' be done Meanwhile, owing to the 
fact it must be in the interest of the shareholdeta to be paid off at an 
earl|^,datp, so long as the line is not profitable to them and their shares 
below par, we believp^ it may be possible tb* obtain an additional 
opion, to purebsse the line in 1936 instead of in 1941. If we are able to 
aitiilga for this-^and I may say that it is the eonese recommended by the 
Centm Advisory Council — we shall not be committed to the continuance of 

IiOCPBCLA) j 
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the contract for any Jong period The Government of India in 1936 ^vill 
be able to decide whether, m the circumstances of that year, it is expedient 
to purchase or not. 

My Honourable friend, Mr Das, put me a question about the differ- 
ence ^between borrowing in England and borrowing in India and I said 
T would come^to it later. But I think I shall be better advised to leave my 
Honourable colleague the Finance Member to deal with that point, and I 
have no doubt that he will be able to intervene in the debate somewhat at 
a later stage Sir, I move. 

Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohaudhury (Assam Muhammadan) Siv, I 
lise to oppose this Resolution This Resolution on the face of it looks in- 
nocent enough, but it involves a very serious and a very dangerous de- 
parture from the accepted poliC 3 ^ of this House The Resolution is in- 
tended to give a new lease of life for ten j^eais to Company management 
on the Assam Bengal Railwaj^ Honourable Members are aware that the 
Aeworth Committee, as Sir George Rainy pointed out, unanimously recom- 
mended that these English domiciled guaranteed companies should cease to 
exist ar the teimination of their contracts I should like to supplement 
the quotation that was made by Sir George Rainy by another quotation 
from the same Rejicrt The C/Ommittoe said 

Advantages may be claimed for the exercise by the Loudon Boards of the fuiic 
lioUs to v^hitli we have referred and for the techmcal and expert knowledge which 
many of the Directors possess But conditions in India have changed so greatly m 
the last few years, and arc changing so rapidly at this moment, tliat whatever may 
h.ivc been the position in the past, >\e think the advantages of English management 
are now cutncighed by the great disadvantages of absentee control and the difficulty of 
keeping in close touch with the modern social and trade conditions of India.” 

Now, Sir, this Committee consisted not only of two Presidents of the 
Railway Board, but of Indian public men of eminence like the Right Hon- 
ourable Srinivasa Sastn, Sir R N. Mukherjea, Sir Purshotamdas Thakur- 
das III pursuance of the recommendations of this Committee, this House 
passed a Resolution in the year 1923 for taking over the Great Indian 
Peninsula and the East Indian Railways under State management and the 
contracts of those railways were terminated accordingly In the year 1929 
also, according to the same policy, the Burma Railways were brought under 
State management. This House and the public outside have always been 
very keen, very zealous about this question of State management, and we 
had thought that this battle for State management had been fought and 
. won But we hre surprised today to find that ibc, 

, ‘ ‘ Government have tabled this motion this Session. 

Probably taking advantage of the pectiliar constitution of this House no\^, 
CJovurnment want to smuggle in this proposal for Company management 
for the Assam Bengal Railway for another ten yeArs I am ^re. Sir, 
that, a pa It from every other consideration, on the question Of poliev ami 
principle, this House will throw out this Resolution As to the merit Of 
the (luestion, the capital of the Assam Bengal Railway realljr eoines to 
over lis. 23 erores , out of this only idx)ut Rs. 2 otoreO la the Coi^panyV 
share in the capital. About ll|12ths‘o£ the capital ik Government taoti^, 
and lil2th only is the Company's propertyr Still, Ihe GoVerhnieiit of 
India, holding iXjl2ths of the capital, are ^oing^ to hand over thik under- 
taking to the British investors . i ' f , , , » . m / • > 
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Hn. A H Ohnknavi (Dacca Division r ffural) 

Does the Honourable Member suggest that the shares are owned by the 
Government T 

Hatilvi Abdul Matin Chaudhury : 1 mean to say that Hs 21 crores 
of Induin Government money have been sunk m this enterprise* . . < 

An Honourable Member More substantial than shares is cash. 


Maulvi Abdul Matin Chaudhury : And the Government wish to 
hand over to the British Investor and the Board of Directors in London, 
who own only l|l2th of the shares, the management of the whole show'' The 
position IS, on the face of it, absurd Then it has been suggested that it 
would not he financially profitable This is a doubttul proposition to Us 
According to this memorandum that has been submitted to us this morn- 
ing, we are paying 3 per cent guaranteed interest on a capital of 
£1,. 500, 000 — that comes to £45,000, or about Rs 6 lakhs It has been 
admitted by Sir George Rainy that the company has been making a surplus 
profit for the last few years — the figures being 

Rs. 


1925- 26 

1926- 27 

1927- 28 

1928- 29 


1.70.000 

2.19.000 

4.04.000 

3.96.000 


When a newly constructed line like the Habigunj-Balla, Kanmganj- 
Dhurlabehena, Mohanganj-Netrakona line and Jorhat-Furkating and 
other sections are fully worked up, the surplus profit is bound to go up , 
and on a modest estimate, we can calculate that at least for the next ten 
years wc shall have a surplus profit of Rs 4 lakhs every year That makes 
the total Rs 10 lakhs ; and as Sir George Rainy has pointed out, there is 
a saving in expenditure because of the abolition of the London Board , 
that makes it about Rs 12 lakhs And so we make about Rs 12 lakhs sav- 
ing by taking over the Company's share The question really before the 
House IS whether this amount, which in ten years amounts to Rs 120 
laklis, IS to be handed over to the British investor or is going to be kept m 
India ; that is the real question before the House The Government say 
that if we are to purchase the line, where are we to get the money from ? 
The value of the Company's share is £1,500,000 The Ac worth Commitl^e 
remarked . 

** Wo should hesitate to advise that the Secretary of State should pay off at 
par m 1931 shares now standing at 45.” 

The present market quotation is 78 for a £100 share and so the present 
market value of the undertaking is £1,170,000 , and that is the money we 
have to provide {An Honourable Member “ No, no ") 

Mr, R. K. Sbanmukham Chetty (Salem and Coimbatore cum North 
Arcot . NpnrJ4^uhainmadan Rural) We have to purchase at par 

Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohaudhury Supposing we have to |)tirchase 
at par and jiuy this sum of £1,500,000 and have to find the money, the prit- 
chase may be effected either in cash or by the issue of India stock or by 
annuities ‘ 

Mr. A. A^ L Pariofiii (^'inancial Corntnissioner, Railways) • 6n h 
polii^t of Itlfotrtiation, Sir, under the contract, the purchase money inusjt 
he paid' in on the 51iit December, 1931, 

Jy6CPB(LA) j2 
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Bfaulvi Abdul Matin Obaudhuiy . I agree , but in the year 1928-29 
the Jlaiiuay Boaid spent about 28 crorea of rupees on capital expenditure , 
and a Raihvay Board, that can afford to spend Rs 28 erores for capital 
fxpentlituie, can surely afford to make provision for Us. li erores for the 
purchase of the Assam Bengal Railway Then again there is the Reserve 
Fund. Rs. 18 erores are tocked up in the Reserve Fund and one of th’e 
mam tunetions of the Reserve Fund was to provide money for writing 
down capital , money from the Reserve Fund can be very properly used 
for the purchase of this Company's share If, Sir, you are to raise a loan, 
then, as the Honourable Sii George Rainy has pointed out, we have to 
])ay £*)(', 000 by way of inteust I have shown, Sir, that we aie going to 
make a saving of Rs 12 lakhs, and £90,000 come approximately to that 
amount So vve can paj the interest from the saving we can expect hy 
bringing it under Oovcinmont control So, Sir, neither on the quesliou 
of policy nor on tlie question of the meiits is there the least justification 
for continuing the Comjiany management On these grounds I oppo-^e 
the motion 

Mr. R. K Shanmukham Ohetty : 'Mr President, I must lodge a very 
emphatic protest against the shortness of notice given to this House foi 
the consideiation of a question of such vital importance as the one raised 
by the Resolution befoie the House My Honourable friend the Commerce 
Member attempted to give some sort of an explanation for the delay m 
giving notice ot this Kesolution Sir, whatever might be the difficulties 
that he might have had to encounter with the Secretary of State m coming 
to a final decision on this matter, the fact remains that this House is 
asked to give its verdict on a very important Resolution without being 
given a chance to examine the whole question in all its various aspects, 
We have been told in this memorandum that has been placed before the 
House only this morning, that the Central Advisory Council for Railways 
lias approved of the suggestidn of the Government of India with certain 
modifications On making inquiries, I found, that this matter was placed 
before the Central Achisor;! Council for Railways only yesterday, that is, 
after the Honourable the Commerce Member had tabled his Resolution 
That procedure, I submit, is unfair not merely to this House but even to 
the Central Advisory C'ouncil Sir, the object of the Central Advisory 
Council is to examine in detail proposals of this nature, so that this House 
may Ihj in a position to know what exactly is the result of such a detailed 
exanuuation by the repi’osentatives of this House who serve on that Com- 
mittee Giving such a slioit notice even to the Central Advisory Council 
on a matter of this natuie is, I again submit, unfair to this House and un- 
fair to the Central Advisory Council, 

My friend the Honourable the Commerce Member recognised the feel- 
ing that we on this side entertain on the question of the State taking over 
the (^miiany-managed railways as the terms of their contracts termi- 
nate As a result of the rbcommqpdations of the Acworth Committ^, 
it 18 now the recognised policy of this Hmise, to which the Ooveminent of 
India also is pledged, that a.s the poraod of contract of each of the rail- 
ways terminates, the management must be taken over by the Government 
of India The time has now come for the Government of India to decide 
abopt the taking over of the Assam iBepgal Railway m 1S|31. T^ie reasons 

{ ^or postponing this transfer to Qovemment control are given m the Reso- 
qtion which the Honourable the ConMoerce Member hgs faWed He 
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two reasons why this option ought not to he exer^sed at the present 
moment. In the first part of the Resolution he says that the requirements 
for new construction and open line works, which will have to be met in 
the Course of the next ten years and of the demand which the provision of 
adequate funds to meet the capital expenditure required for these projects 
will make on the lesources of Government, will be rather heavy, and there- 
fore this option ought not to be exercised now I must frankly confess 
that I do not at all like this pait of the Resolution Whatever my friend 
the Commerce Member might say, the meaning of this Resolution is that, 
il, in the ojunion of the Government of India, any available money can 
be more usetiilly spent on new construction or open line works, which 
would be more advantageous, it would be advisable to spend that available 
money for such purposes rather than expend it on Company-managed 
railwtiys That, Sir, is a proposition which we on this side of the House 
are not prepared to agree to In a vast country like this with immense 
possibJities of railway development awaiting in the future, for a long time 
to come the state of affairs will be that it would be desirable to expend 
money on new construction and on open line works Now, if that is going 
to be a consideration, Sir, then, I am afraid that, even in 1987 or 1941, 
or 1945 or 1950, this consideration will have as much validity as it has 
at present moment When the Bengal Nagpur Railway contract terminates 
in 1950, vie will still be in the same position. {An Honourable Member 
“ By that time you will have Dominion Status ’’) And, if it is really the 
intention of the Honourable the Commerce Member that this option ought 
not to be exercised merely for the financial reasons mentioned m the second 
part of his Resolution, I would earnestly nsk him to omit the first part of 
the Resolution. 


Now, coming to the financial aspect, I need not go over the arguments 
advanced by my Honourable friend, Sir George Rainy, as these arguments 
are embodied in the memorandum that is before us. The argument, stated 
briefly, comes to this We will have to pay in cash on the Slst December, 
1931, a million and a half pounds for the purchase of the shares of the 
Assam Bengal Railway The nett yield of the Assam Bengal Railway to 
Oovonmeiit will be about £73,000 We cannot raise money in fjondon 
at le.Sh than C per cent., which means that we will have to pay £90,000 
by way of interest on the capital, while we will be getting only £73,000 
in return. That, in short, is the financial argument against exercising the 
option at present It i.s mentioned in this memorandum, and it w^ re- 
iterated by my friend, that money could not be raised m London today 
at less than 6 per cent Sir, with the Bank of England rate at 31 per 
cent , I would hesitate to take the statement that the credit of India is so 
low that money cannot be raised on India’s revenues in the London market 
at less than 6 per cent at present My friend Mr. Das raisc^ a very per- 
tinent question and asked why the money should not be raised m India. 
I am sure the Finance l^Iember will give wme rea.son, but we all know^ 
what that reason is If the money* is raised m India, my friend the 
Pmatieo Member will find it next to impossible to remit it to London, and 
if he 18 in that positron today, Sir, he has himself and his cniTency poliey 
to thank for it, and cannot hold this House or the Indian money market 
t%»ponsi1)le for this state of affairs As I stated a little while ago, it will 
lead us to controversial topics, which it will not be advisable to raise 
on this motion, 
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Looking at the financial position. Sir, I am of opinjion that a yield of 
'£73,000 on an investment of a million and half pounds is certainly an 
in\rslniont v'hich is not very bad, and if at all it is possible for my friend 
the Finance Membet: to raise thia money, he must leave no stone unturned 
to raise the lequisite capital and purchase the Assam Bengal Rail\\ay 

There is another factor which the House ou^>ht not to forget It 
may be that, as a result of the political situation m India, it may not 
be possible to raise money in the London market at less than 6 per cent , 
but I would remind the House that this cash has to be paid not on tin* 
3JMt Deoember, 1930, but on the Slat December 1931 If we decide to 
exercise the option, notice has to be given before the 31st December, 
1930, and it may be that if all goes well, if good sense prevails at the 
Hound Table Conference in October, befoie 1931, money conditions may 
be easy and the credit of India may be restored m foreign markets and 
we might be in a position to raise money at about 4^ per cent I would 
therefore ask most earnestly my Honourable friends the Finance Member 
and the Commerce Member to consider this question very carefull> 
before they decide not to give notice to the Assam Bengal Railway at 
the end of this year 

Mr. B Das : I listened to my Honourable friend the Railway Mem- 
ber very attentively and it seems to me that he is in the confidenci" of the 
Honourable the Finance Member, who has told him that he is not going to 
foot the bill for the purchase of the Assam Bengal Railway, which is to 
the tune of £11 millions sterling Well, I hope that when my Honourable 
friend, Sir George Schuster, rises to take part in this debate, he will give 
us the attitude of the Finance Department towards this question 

To me the issue is confined to two points One joint is — and I am 
glad that Sir George Rainy realises it — that the non-official Members of 
this House are all agreed and keen that all Company-managed railwa\s 
should be purchased by the State I am glad that he recognises that 
and that be accepts that The second point, over which the Railwav 
Member and the Railway Board are agitated, is that a sum of £17,000 
may be lost to the taxpayers in India, and under those circumstances the 
Railway Member cannot advise Members of this House and also the 
Finance Member to take a loan of £X^ millions to purchase the Assam 
Bengal Raihvay I ah indebted tb my Honourable friend, Mr Chetty, 
for having i’aiscd the point about the status and dignity of th^ Central 
Advisory Council for Railways Tp me no Advisory Committee has any 
status, and I know when their recommendations go before the depart- 
mental heads how they are treated as scraps of paper I would ask a 
])ertinent question of the Honouirable the Railway Member Did he 
consult the Standing Finance Committee qn Railways to find out what 
was their opinion ? 

! Mr. A. A. Li Parsons : Had there been a proposal on behalf of the 
Government to - spend money on the purchase of the Assam Bengal 
Railway, then it would have been placed before the Standing Finance* 
Committee for Railways But utttil there was a proposal to do so^^and 
it could not arise until this motion was discussed m this House^it opuld 
not jirop^rly be put beforp the Railway Standing Finance Committee ' 
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Bfr. B. Das : If I understand the Honourable Member '<iorreotly, it 
means that the Railway Standing Finance Committee, which body, as faf 
as I know^ is given a very sacrosanct place m the management of? 
riilways in India, has no power, has got no status to advise the Raijlway 
Board 1 egarding the purchase of the different railways That is a irfatter 
which I think the Members ot this House who are members of the 
Railway Convention Committee — I think that Committee will sblon be 
a defunct body because the Assembly is going to be dissolved — will ’have 
to take the matter up whether the Standing Finance Committee for 
Railways have any control ovei the policy of the Railway Boated As 
I have stated, it is a matter oi £17,000, and if I have read the little 
leaflet that was placed on the table of the House this morning correctly, 
my Honourable friend. Sir George Rainy, tells ns that £78 is the price of 
a £100 share As a business man, I would ask the Honourable the 
hinance Member why he did not ask the Secretary of State to buy up a 
certain amount of these shares instead of waiting till the last day to 
pay at par 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) I might 
answei that question at once If it was known at the London market 
that the Secretary of State was going to bu> these shares, I venture to 
prophesy that they would not remain at 78, and that before he could 
pick up more than a few thousand pounds of the stock, the price would 
go up to par and it would be impossible to buy below that 

Mr. B Dos : I may obseive, 1 did anticipate that repl> However, 
the House stands committed to the principle of purchasing the Company- 
managed railways To-day we are discussing the purchase ot the Assam 
Bengal Railway I think next year at this time we will have to discuss 
the purchase of that dilapidated railway over which my Honourable 
triend Mr Gaya Prasad {Singh travels, the Bengal and North Western 
Railway, over which we have to toot a bill to the extent of £10 millions 
Jl to-day we accede to this request on the part of the Government, then 
strengthened with that idea, they will come to us next year and say, 
We cannot purchase the Bengal and North Western Railway which 
iny Honourable friends of the European Gioup are very anxious should 
not be purchased by the Government of India because it pays a dividend 
of 16 per cent at the cost of the travelling public, at the cost of the 
Government of India. Sir, I cannot accede to this reqpest, and when 
I see that the financial loss to Government is only a tnfle of itl7,000, it 
cannot stand in the way of our purchasmg the Railway. It may gp up 
on the profit side ; it may not be a loss at all. Here is my Honourably 
friend Mr Abdul Matin Chaudhury the Member from Assam who, is 
very^ much interested in this particular Railway , there my Honour- , 
able friends Mr Snsh Chandra DutU, of Assam and other By^gal 
Mefnbers from Eastern Bengal ; and they will ^ve their vipw points 
and how anxious they are to see this Railway become a ^tate Railway 
As my Honourable friend Mr Abdul Matin Chaudhury ^las already stated, 
why not pay this £1^ millions from the Railway, Re^rvy Jhind which 
has aqqumulatpd to thg tune of Rs 17 crores Honourabje friend 
Sir George Rainy smiles. The truth is that the 

Member does npt allow him to utilise that money for ’any^ of these pur^^ 
poses' This ik'h fit occasion when we must utiUaefa the 

kalHrhy rieeervef Ptind to purchase this Railwayi. I will suggest another, 
source from which this money can be tapped. ^ Jn^ia gets a ahara 
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annuiJly from the War Reparation money paid by Germany Will the 
Honourable the Finance Member kindly say how much this amounts to 1 

The Honourable Sir Gkorge Schuster : I should be very glad to give 
an answer to my Honourable friend question, but I have not understood 
him clearly. 

BIr. B. Das : I want to know what amount is received from Germany 
as India’s share of the War Reparation from Germany I think it is 
£2.>0,()00. As far as I recollect, that sum goes to-day to the Sinking Fund 
for the reduction and avoidance of debt Why not utilise that money to 
purchase the Assam Bengal Railway ? Those of us uho know how the 
Jhssam Bengal Railway came into existence know that it was not origi- 
nally a commercial proposition. It is really a strategic line We know 
how The Government of India, as it was then constituted, tried and the 
Government of India as it is now constituted try to build strategic lines 
and show them as commercial lines, so that this House will not grumble 
much, though such railway lines are really for the exploits of my Honour 
able friend Mr Macworth Young the Army Secretary This Assam 
Bengal Railway is really a strategic line Of course my Honourable 
tnend Sir George Rainy said, and also my fiiend Mr Matin Chaudhur} 
jKiintcd out, that the new extensions are the paying lines in that parti- 
cular area As the previous Government is committed to that expendi- 
ture, we are bound to buy it up and I do maintain that there is no 
other alternative but to buy it up Otherwise it will produce a disastrous 
feeling in Indian India. Sir, my Honourable friend the Railway Member 
said that if we acquire this Railway labour will have to be paid better 
wages and the revenue might decrease The revenue may decrease, but 
the money that will be paid to labour will remain in India and indirectly 
it iH n gam. There is another point that I would like to mention The 
Honourable the Railway Member knows that in the Company-managed 
Railways, there has been only Indianisation up to 42 per cent When 
the State takes over the control of this railway, it will be rapidly 
Indianised to the extent of 75 per cent m its superior establishment and 
therefore the money paid to the Indian employees of the Railway and 
the Indian officials will be a distinct gain to India, and the money that 
IS paid to the British officials passes out of India My Honourable 
friend Mf. Chetty has rightly alluded to my interjection why the money 
was not borrowed in India. As fat as I know, there was much heart- 
burning in the Indian financial circles in Calcutta and Bombay because 
the recent loan was floated by the Honourable the Finance Member in 
London at 6 per cent and not floated in India I think it is only fair 
to India that the Honourable the Finance Member should float the loan 
in India at 54, and if that loan was not subscribed in India, then he was 
justified in going to London. If the Honourable the Finance Member 
will float a loan here, in spite of the financial depression, — ^which is due 
not to us, but to the Treasury Benches, for not settling the constitutional 
question — at 6 per cent., he will get it. 

fltr Oowasji Jehasm^ (Bombay City Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
WiU you underwrite it! 

M Dm : 1 am sorry 1 am not a financier and 1 think yon can nfik. 
irty Htwioufable friend, Mr. Kikabhai Premehand, to du it and LtbliMcbi^ 
gltdly dc it ^ 
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BSr. President : Will the Honourable Member let me know how iong^ 
he IS going to take t 

Mr. B. Das : About 10 or 15 minutes more. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah : The Honourable Member has got only 15 minutes, 
unless you give him permission to speak longer 

Mr. President : He has not exhausted his time I feel that Honour- 
able Members have not had sufficient time to go into this Resolution 
Moreover, I leel that there is a large number of Members who want to 
discuss tins important Resolution and 1 do not want to stop the debate 
Theretorc I think it would be better if I give another opportunity to 
Honourable Members to go into this Resolution and have a full discus- 
sion on the subject I think that will meet the wishes of Honourable 
Members 

There is one thing more I would like to inform Honourable 
Members that particular seats have been allotted to them and they 
cannot expect me to see them if they are not in their seats 

The iisftcmbly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, 
the 15th July, 1930. 


L6CPB(LA) 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Tuesday, 15th July, 1930 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS . 

Maulvi Abdul Matin Chowdhury : On behalf of Mr Mitra, I beg to 
ask for permission to put the questions standing in his name. No 85. 

Arrests for Political Offences in the North West Frontier Province. 

85. *Maulvi Abdul Matin Chowdhury (on behalf of Mr. S C. 

Mitra) : (a) Will Government please lay on the table a statement 
showing, district by district, in the North West Frontier Province, 
the number of arrests for political offences of Congress workers, 
Khilafatists, Khudai-Khidmatgars and Afghan- Youth-Leaguers and also 
state the section of the law under which they were arrested and the number 
of convictions, the period and nature of sentence and the classification of 
the prisoners in jail, from the 23rd of April, 1930 ? 

(Z); Will Government please state the percentage of persons convicted 
who have offered any defence ? 

(c) What is the number of under-trial prisoners and the period for 
which they have been kept under custody before bringing them to trial ¥ 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig : Sir, questions Nos 85 to 89 deal 
with certain detailed matters connected with the North West Frontier 
Province I have asked for information in regard to them and as soon as 
I have received it, I will let the Honourable Member have the replies. 

• 

Under-Trial Prisoners in the Peshawar Fort 

t86. *Maulvi Abdul Matin Chowdhury (on behalf of Mr S. C. 
Mitra) ; {a) Will Government please state what is the number of under- 
trial prisoners in the Peshawar Fort at present and for how long a period 
they have been confined in the Port and the section of the law under 
which they are charged ? 

(6) Will Government please state when these cases are likely to be 
taken up for trial ¥ 

(c) Is It a fact that a press representative, who applied for permission 
to the District Magistrate to be present during the tna} m th^ Peshawar 
Port, was refused permission ? If so, for what reasons ? 


tFor uuswet to thi^ question, see onswer to question No. 85 
( 379 ) 
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Abrest of Members op Poutical Committees in the North West Frontier 

Province. 

t87 *Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohowdhury (on behalf of Mr 8 C 
Mitra) (a) Is it a fact that the Provincial Congress Committ'^e of 
North West Frontier Province, the City Congress Committee of Peshawar 
and the Naujawan Bharat Sabha of Peshawar were declared unlawful 
assemblies by the Chief Commissioner of the North West Frontier 
ProMiice, by his order dated the 3rd May, 1930, but announcements ^sere 
made and notices served on peisons concerned on the moining of the 4th 
May, 1930, and simultan(‘Ou.sIy without gi\ing any opportunities to those 
persons lo show that they were not unwilling to cairy out the intention of 
the Government declaration and before they did anything after the service 
of the notice, all the persons were arrested ? 

{h) Is it a fact that some of the arrested persons are not even members 
of the Congress Committee of the current year and that they were arrested 
merely because their names appeared m last year's Congress members’ 
list ? 

(c) Are Government aware that Mahasha Krishna, Editor of the 
liberal newspaper, the FronHe) Advocate, is not even a member of 
the Congress or any other body declared unlawful, but was arrested and 
detained as a member of the unlayvful assembly, simply because in his 
paper, dat(*d the 6th Mav, he urged for an impartial inquiry committee ? 

Action taken against certain Municipal Commissioners of Peshawar. 

t88 ’‘‘Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohowdhury (on behalf of Mr SC 
Mitra) (a) Is it a fact that Mr Pir Baksh, M A, LL B , Pleader and 
Municipal Commissioner, Peshaw^ar, was asked to furnjsh security under 
section 108, Cr, P. C , because he gave notice of a resolution to be moved 
in the Municipal Committee that the name of the Kissakhani Bazar should 
be re-named Shahidi (Martyrs) Bazar and Kabli Gate as Khuni Gate, 
and on his refusal, he has been sentenced to one year’s imprisonment ? 

(b) Is it a fact that Mr. Attaullah Jan Khan, B A , LL B , pleader and 
Municipal Commissioner of Peshawar, who gave notice of seconding 
Mr Pir Baksh ’s above-mentioned resolution, was called alpng with Mr Pir 
Baksh by Mr F C Isemonger, Inspector General of Police and was asked 
to withdraw the resolution, failing which they would be sent to jail, and 
subsequently Mr Pir Baksh was sentenced to imprisonment and Mr 
Attaullah Jan was called by Mr C Latimer, and in the presence of other 
Municipal Commissioners, the Revenue Commissioner^ very insultingly 
asked him to withdraw his support of the resolution by saying kan pakro 
(pull your ears) and tobak karo (repent) for the future, but the gentleman 
refused point blank ? 

Burning and* Occupation by Soldiers of certain Offices op Political 
Bodies in Peshawar 

t89 ♦Maulvi Abdul BIfttin Ohowdhury (on behalf of Mr S. C. 
Mitra) • (a) Is it a fact that in the village of Utmanzai, in the Charsadda 
Sub Division of Peshawar, Mr Short, Commanding, Frontier Constabulary, 
ordered the offices of the Khodai*Khidmatgar, Afghan- Youth-League, 

tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 85. 
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Congress and National School, to be burnt and they were burnt f Lf so, 
wh> and under what law or regulation ? 

(h) Do Government propose to compensate the owners of these 
offices ? 

(c) Is it a fact that British soldiers have occupied the offices of the 
ProMiicial and (hty Congie'-s Committees and Naujawan Bhaiat Sabha, 
P(*sha\\ar, from the 4th of May, that they are still in possession of the 
police, but that the latter refuse to pay the rent of the buildings to the 
owners ? 


Blockade of certain Towns and Villages 

90 ’^Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohowdhury (on behalt ot Mr 8 C 
Mitra) {a) Is it a fact that certain towns and villages in the North 
West Frontier Province were kept under blockade by military or Frontier 
Constabulary for taking part in the national movement ^ If so, wull 
Government be jileased to state the names of those townis and villages f 

(b) For what period did the blockades last ? 

(c) Is it a fact that during the blockade, no persons, male oi female, 
were allowed to come out or go info the villages or even foodstuff wms 
allowed to enter into the-villages, causing starvation m rhany places ? 

The Honourable Mr. H O. Haig . (a), (6) & (c) I understand that 
owung to the dangerous situation wdiich prevailed in the Noith West 
Frontier Province for some weeks as a result of intense anti-Government 
actnities including attempts to stir up tribal hostility, it was necessary 
for the civil authorities, with the aid of the military, to exercise effective 
contiol over certain towns and villages for short periods, and for this 
purpose to stop outside communication The places concerned were 

Peshawar, 

Kohat, 

Bannu, 

Dera Ismail Khan, 

Charsadda wuth Prang, and 
Utmanzai 

I am glad to say that the situation has much improved in the Province 
and I trust that no further necessity for such action will arise. 

Shooting op a Villager op Charsadda. 

91. *Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohowdhury (on behalf of Mr S C 
Mitral . (a) Is it a fact that a Hindu young man, Dwanka Nath, aged 
about 20 years, who went out of his village of Charsadda to perform a 
religious ceremony in connection with the death of his father on the 
Ekada^ht day (the 7th June) while, bathing in the river outside tlie 
village, was shot dead by a British military officer f 

(6) What IS the name and rank of the officer and what action has been 
taken by Government in this case 1 

Mr, O M. Young : (a) A full report of this incident was called for 
from the local military authorities last month, and I understand that 
I.7CrB(LA) A 
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the local administration has also been asked foi a report From the 
information lecened so fai it appears that the young man was not 
bath’n^, but that lidMiig taken part in an unlawtul assembly in contra- 
\ention ot an order issued undei section 144, Criminal Procedure Code, 
he had broken through the military cordon established round the village, 
and peiMsted in attempting to cross the rivei 

(b) The officer is reported to be Captain Palmer of the Istjlst Punjab 
Regiment Government are awaiting the receipt of further particu'ars 

Fire-Arms confiscated and Licenses cancelled in the North West 
Frontier Province. 

92 *Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohowdhmy (on behalf of Mr S C 
Mitra) Will Government please state the number of different kind'» of 
fire-arms confiscated and licences cancelled in different places lu the 
North West Frontier Province during the months of April, May and Juiit, 
1930 7 

The Honourable Mr. H. Q. Haig : The information is being collected 
and u ill be tarnished to the Honourable Member in due course 

Flogging in the Peshawar Jajl 

93 ’^Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohowdhury (on behalf of Mr S C 
Mitra) (a) Is it a fact that some under-trial and convicted Khodai- 
Khidmatgar and other national workers weie flogged in the Peshawar 
Ceiitial Jail and other jails in the North West Frontiei Piovince ? 

(b) If so, foi wliat offence, and the number of stripes administeied in 
each case f 

(c) Is It a fact that public leaders like Khan Abdul Rab Nishter, 
Pleader and Municipal Commissioner, Dr Charu Chandra Ghosh, Pre- 
sident, Provincial Coiigiess Committee, Mr Radha Knshen, Pleader and 
Presulcnt Citv Congress Committee, Dr S>ed Gillani, Sardar Milap Singli 
Akali, Maulaiia Alla Bux Yusufi, Secretary, Central Khilafat Committee, 
weie tlu'uitened l)\ Colonel Bnerlay, Inspectoi General of Prisons, to bo 
flogged ? If so, for wliat reasons ? 

The Honourable Mr. H. O Haig : (a) Some prisoneis were wiiip]>ed 

(b) The offence in each cawe was incitement to mutiny m jail after 
due warning had been gnen. The number of stripes awarded vaiied 
from 7 to 30 

(c) The impression conveyed by the' question is not correct The 
facts are that the behaviour of some prisoners m the Peshawar Central 
Jail on April 23rd and 24th resulted in disorders, which gave rise to 
considerable anxietj', and as a consequence it was considered necessarj 
that all convicted and under-trial prisoners should be warned that the 
punishment for incitement to mutiny was whipping 

Mr. Qaya Prasad Singh : Sir, i rise to ask a supplementary ques- 
tion What 18 the number of prisoners in the Peshawar Central Jail 
and tow many were awarded the punishment of whipping ? 

The Honourable Mr. H. 0. Haig • I am afraid I have not got the 
information. The information about 5ie number of prisoners in the Pesha- 
war Jail I think is being collected in answer to a previous question. 
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Dr. Nand Lai : May I ask how many convicted prisoners were 
transferred from the Peshawar Jail to other jail^ in the Punjab, especially 
Gujrat 1 

The Honourable Mr. H. Q. Haig : I am afraid I have not got the 
liitormation, Sir 

Dr Nand Lai : Thank you 

Shooting of certain Members of the Family of Sardar Ganga Singh in 

Peshaw ar 

94 *Maulvi Abdul Matin Chowdhury (on behalf of Mr S C 
Mitia) (a) Is it a fact that vhile Sardar Ganga Siiigh, Supervisor, 
Military Dairy Farm, Peshawar was coming on a tonga with the members 
of his family to attend the Gurudwaia on a religious ceremony, a British 
soldier fired upon him near the Kabli Gate, Peshawar City, killing his 
son, a bo> of 15 months and a daughter aged 9 yeais and seriously 
■V/Oamiing his wife ? 

{[)) Is it a fact that neither police nor military took any steps to take 
the wounded lady to the hospital and it was left to the public to render 
first aid and to take the poor family to the hospital i 

(c) Is it a fact that while the dead bodies of the childien were being 
taken in a procession to the funeral ground through the bazar, with the 
pel mission of the Depiitv Commissioner, some Biitish soldieis, without giv- 
ing any warning, fired at the procession and killed and wounded several 
persons ' Will Go\crnment please state how many were killed and wound- 
ed on this oeeasion ? 

(d) Is it a fact that Go\einment thought of stalling an inquiry m 
this matter by a Sessions Judge but had to give up the idea because of the 
opposilion of the military authoiities 

The Honourable Mr. H. G Haig . (a) The facts are stated in the 
judgment of the Additional District Magistrate, Peshawar, dated the 3rd 
of June, 1930, a copy of which ii> jilaced in the Library This most 
rcgrctrable incident was the result of a pure accident 

(b) The Honourable Member wull observe from the judgment that 
the lady’s wound wms dressed at once in the Police Station, from where 
she wdh sent immediately to the Lady Reading Provincial Ilospital 

(c) My information is that the procession met a detachment of 
British troops, that the crowd was \ery excited and attempted to seize 
the iifles of the soldiers, that it refused to disperse, and that the older to 
fire had to bo given The casualties w^ere nine persons killed and 18 
wmunded 

(a) The answer is in the negative 

Estabushmknt of a Girls’ High School at Peshawar. 

95. *Maulvi Abdul Matin Chowdhury (on behalf of Mr S. 0 
Mitra) (a) Is it a fact that there is not a single high or middle Govern- 
ment girls school in the whole of the North West Frontier Province t 

(h) Is it a fact that there is an incessant demand for a Government 
high and normal (combined) school for girls, with hostel and play- 
ground at Peehawar ? 
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(( ) it tiue that a largely signed memoiial by the ladies and leading 
men of Peshawar of all communities was submitted to the Chief Commis- 
sioner on the 24th of July, 1928, for the establishment of a residential 
Government girls high school 1 If so, will Goveinment please lay on 
the table a copy of the memorial and the repl>^ thereto ? Was there 
any correspondence in this connection between the Local Government 
and the Government of India If so, with what result ? 

(d) Are Go\ eminent aware that on the 26th of January, 1929, a repre- 
seiitatni deputation ot ladies of tlie Fiontier Province waited on Mr J H 
Towle, D 1 P of Nortl West Frontier I^rovince apd jiresented an address 
diieeting his attention toi expansion of female education and particularly 
for the establishment of a Government high school for girls at Pesha- 
w^ar ? What was the result ? 

(e) Is it a fact that on the 3rd of October, 1929, a representative 
deputation of ladies of all communities waited on Mr R Littlehailes, 
Ediicalional Commissioner with the Government of India when he visited 
Pesliriwai and [iressed on him the urgency ot the establishment of a com- 
bined high and normal Government school for girls at Peshawar ? Did he 
not promise to talce up this mattei as soon as financial conditions permitted ? 
It so, w'hen it is likely to be taken up ? Will Government lay on the table 
a copy of the said address and the reply thereto ? 

Sir Frank Noyce : (a) and (b) Yes 

(c) Yes , a copy of the memorial and of the leply is laid on the table 
The Government ot India forwarded to the Chief Commissioner a repre- 
sentation which had been received by them on the subject and informer! 
liim that the matter would be looked into by the Educational Commissioner 
when ho visited the province 

(d) Yes , an assurance was given that the Department would do its 
best to help to meet the needs to which the deputation had referred 

(e) The answer to the first two questions is in the affirmative The 
question of establishing a Government high school for girls at Peshawai 
IS now under the consideration of Government A copy of the address 
presented to Mr Littlehailes is laid on the table As his reply was given 
cx-*empor€ a copy is not available 


To 


8ir, 


Memonal. 


Tho Honourable the Chief Commissioner, 

Nortl West Frontier Province, 

Nathiagah 


the undersigned, strongly urge upon the Go\ernment, the imperative necesait} 
of opmung a Government High School for Girls at Pealiawar with hostel attached to it, 
as e irh us i> 08 Sible, since the lack of facilities for higher education for girls .it 
Ptshawar, is retarding the progress of feiAale education here It goes without saying 
that pareuts are now ^erv anxious to impart higher education to their girls as to 
tueir sons, < ousequently they have to send their girls to Lahore or other distant places, 
at a ( onsiderable expense and sacrifice It is a pity that while several towns in the 
Funjnh boast of High Schools for Girls, the Government of the Nortt West Frontier 
^ provision for the higher secondary 

nlE? ^ question is not now one of academic discussion but has 

practical polities While we appreciate the policr of the 
Loial Government in tho matter of spreading literacy among males, we aw constrained 
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to remark tlut the Local Government is treating the question of provision of facili 
ties for gills’ education, in a step niotherh manner That the demand for the same 
IS genuine and keen is i v idenced b\ the number of signatories to this representation. 
The liirector of Public Instruction <uul the Inspectress of Girls Bchools are both 
enthusiasts .tnd there beeni^ to be no re.ison vvh\ the Government should dall> with 
this m ittei of so vital importance to the public The Honourable the Chief Com* 
missionc rs’ a|)eech oil the opening of the new building of the Government High School 
(for bo>s) at Peshiwar, has raised high ixptvt.itions in the minds of the people that 
the Govcinment la determined to provide educational facilities, same as exist m other 
Provinvcs e have vet to see if the Loial Government is real!} earnest m the 
matter of breaking down illiteracv among girls and the Government ought to give 
a piactual proof of its earnestness bv icccding to the popular demand for girls 
High iSdjD.'il without nn> fuither delav 


We beg to remain, 
bir, 

Your most obedient servants, 


Signed 

60 ladies 

22 Representatives of the twenty two Religious, Social 
ami Political Societies 

22 Muincipil (’omniissioners, Members of District 
Bo.ud, Membeis of Cantonment Board, Honorary 
Migistrites and Members of the Indian Legisla- 
tive Assembly 

31 Professors, He idmasters and other Prominent edu- 
cationists 

20 Leading Aledieal Practitioners 

44 Barristers, Vakils and Pleaders 

161 Lo.idnig Bankers, Merch.ints, Import and Kxport 
Agent'^, Contractors Zamindars, Jagirdars, Title- 
lioMois, loiinialists. Publishers, Public men and 
othei Proimnont people 

Clo 

Mrs K K BOMBWAL, 
R\mpur\ Streft, Pfshawar City 


Peshaw ar 

Dated the 24th J >dy V'^2S 


Btply 

Copy of D O No f,9S1 G N , dated ISth Septemheu t948y from the Secretary to the 
Chief Co 7 nmif<o,o 7 i€r, North West Frontier Province, Nathiaqali, to Mrs K K, 
BombuaJ, Mampura Street, Peshawar 

Please refer to voiir letter No 1, dated the Ist September, 1928, regarding the 
subject cited above 

A copy of this Office letter No 4686 87 G N , dated the 15th August, 1928, to the 
address of Rai Bahadur Karra Chand, O B E , Peshawar, and Khan Sahib Kaxl Mir 
Ahmad, BA, LL B , Vice Presidents, Municipal Committee, Peshawar, is sent here- 
with, with reference to a similar representation received with your letter dated the 
24th July, 1028 


In his letter No 4686-G N , dated loth August, 1928, in reply to a representation 
made by the Vice-Presidents of Peshawar Municipality, the S^retarv to Honourable 
th^ Chief Commissioner, North West Frontier Province, wrote 

I am directed to inform you that the CJhief Commissioner has given the 
representation his careful consideration. He desires as strongly as you 
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thfit the education of girls should be stimulated in every possible manner. 
Ho notes, ho\>ever, that there is already one ((^hureh of England Zenana 
Mission) High School for girls in Peshawar and that the number of 
girls in the high school classes — he understands that there are 3 girls 
in (’lass IX and 6 girls m Class X — does not support the contention 
that a second (Government) High School is needed He understands 
moreover that the number of girls at present in the top classes of existing 
girls middle schools in Peshawar is not sufficient to supply the high 
bchool classes of a second (Government) high school , these numbers, 
he IS informed, are 

Name of school Classes. Numho of qirls 


1 Municipal Hindi Girls’ Anglo ) VIII 3 

Vernacular School ) VII 4 

2 Municipal Urdu Girls’ Vernacu ■) VIII 4 

lar Middle School 1 VII Ni! 

3 Arya Hindi Girls’ Vernacular ■) VIII 2 

Middle School ) VII’ 8 


That is, if class IX of a second (Government) High School were to be opened 
next >ear, only three girls — namely those from the a iiglo vernacular school 
— would be available to enter it , the girls from the vernacular middle 
scliools would have to study English for a couple of jears m a ^‘Special 
( lass ’ ’ before thoj could be admitted Some girls might possibly come 
from outside Peshawar, but the number of girls in Class IX and X of 
the existing (Church of England Zenana Mission) High School leads him 
to believe that they would be few 


While expressing his sympathy therefore with the cause which ;>ou have at 
heart, the Chief Commissioner desires to say that, in his opinion the small 
number of girls who would be ready to enter a second (Government) 
High School if It were opened, does not justify the considerable extra 
expense which would be involved Funds moreover are limited , and, 
if ail} extra money is provided b} the Government of India in the near 
future for female education, he considers it will be more profitably spent 
in iinpioving the provision in the primary ,ind middle stages. 

He will however be piepared to leconsicler this opinion at any time in the 
luture if it appears that the number of girls who wish to join classes 
rx and X aie qualified to do so, has materially increased 

I am at same time to thank }ou for the interest which }ou have shewn in this 
important matter ” 


Address 


To 


B. LITTLEHAILES, Esq, MA, CIE, IES, 

The Educational Commissioner with the 

Government of India, Camp Peshawar. 

May it please }ou, 

This deputation of the representatives of the ladies of North West Frontier 
Province most respectfully begs to thank the Government of India for kindly deputing 
you, Sir, to visit Peshawar and hear the grievances of the women behind the purdah 
in the matter of education. 

We also beg to offer our heartfelt and, sincere gratitude to }ou for having taken 
the trouble of undertaking this journey and to have given us this opportunity of 
placing our views before you 

We know, Sir, that the great problem of the education of females in India is 
not unknown to you In fact it would be presumptuous on our part to dilate upon 
it in your presence Suffice it to say that no one can divorce this problem from tim 
|pMt undertaking of the British Empire, that is to say, the educating of the great 
Xndian Nation towards its final goal of responsible self Government, 
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We assure jyou, Sir, that the importance of this problem does not decrease but 
increases \-hen it is considered with reference to the N W F Province As gate- 
keepers of India it 18 absolutely necessary that the bringing up of the children of this 
Province should be on lines which ina} turn out the proper balance minded citizen fit 
to keep n guard over the gateuay of India Who could deny the importance of the 
mother’s lap and the influence of her culture on bringing about such a result ? 

But, 8ir, we regret to inform jou that although this aspect of the national ad- 
vancement of India had such a great importance, it has unfortunately been ignored 
so far Girls’ education has not been \erv seriously considered inspite of the succes- 
sive efforts by the ladies of this Province to obtain greater facilities and better im- 
petus for its advance Wo have been told that there was no demand for the girls’ 
education, but Sir, we submit with the greatest deference that this argument amounts 
to begging the fiuestion What efforts have been made, what spadework has been 
done and w'hat eiKOuragement afforded for causing the awakening amongst the males 
and females of the Province to advance this most important aspect of sorial life f 

To tell the truth, 8ir, fa< ts and figures show that the nucleus for the advancement 
of education amongst the females existed For do we not know that girls from 
Is W F Province hive been smt to the Punjib ind have been ijualifying in vmrious 
branches of ediuation 9 To quote a recent instance, twelve girls have passed in 
the Matriculation Examination this jear from the Punjab University Eight of 
them vveie prepared in the Punjab and four offered privately It will interest vou, 
8ir, that one of the girls, who went up pnvatelj,* stood first in the N W F P, 
beating tlic bo}s also and obtained a schol.irship from the University for having stood 
first i n ongst the girls 

But it (<iniiot be forgotten that there uc verj few pco}>Io who can ifford to 
bear the expense of cduc.itmg their thildren in the Punjab We cannot lose sight 
of the factoi that parents .ire not v<r\ prone to send their children away to a place 
situated at a gre.it distance Inspite oi all these drawbacks we beg to emphatically 
stress the impoitduco of the nnmbois cpiotod above, and the results, to show that 
keenness ot desire 1o educate their daughters is not lacking amongst the people •£ 
the Province Imt uiifoi tumtelj cun our igeinent is not forthcoming 

We b' g to invite }Our attention, 8ir, to the aimexures to this address which we 
submit foi voLi kmd perusal It mil bung to >our mind most forcefully the efforts 
made bi us backed up bv oui 8lst^'^^ behind the purdah ind supported by their bus 
bands and relations lor gaining whit \ould be considered almost preliminary steps 
111 a lofoiiiu'cl piovime down country 

Wo cannot but also invite >oui attention to the facilities at the disposal of the 
people of the Punjab which would h.ive been ours had it not been our misfortunato to 
have been weaned fioni th.it Province for political considerations 

Our dem iiids have been det.iilc*d in the address which we presented to the 

Diroetoi of Pulilic Insti action on the ‘20th of Januarv, 192b Thev are modest de 
mauds and no nicne than what our sistcis in the Punjab enjoy The ciuestiou of finance 
should not be in obstacle in giving us v\liit is our due for it should not be forgotten, 
Sir, that these pnvileges would have been long availed of by us if we had not been 
separated from our paient Province, and if the Government of India considered it 
proper to sacrifice us at the altar of political considerations, the dutv is heavily cast 
on them to pav from the ceiitriT exc'iccjucr toi our needs and thus compensate US 
for the loss vilnch we have incuned for no fault of ours 

Again, bir, it should not be ovei looked tliat the brunt of keeping the laud fron- 
tier ot India and all its resultant disadvantages, inconveniences and dangers are 
being borne by the people of this Province There is no reason why the Government 
of India fihonld not be pleased to bear ill the expenses relating to defence of the 
land frontier wluh necessarily includes the cost of upkeep of the people doing their 
duty at the door just .is the water frontier of India is being guarded at the expense 
of the Imperial Government , 

We assure you, Sir, that in case the Government is pleased to accede to our 
demands, there will be no lacking of number of students to come up to the standard 
required for establishing schools by the Education Department In particular we 
guarantee that an up to date and well equipped combined high hnd normal school 
for girls with a suitable hostel and play ground attached therAo at the headquarters 
of the Province on non-seetarian lines, would be exceptionally popular in view of the 
tremendous expense incurred by the people of the Province on sending their girl# 
to the schools in the Punjab 
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In the md, Sii, v\e beg to thank \ou for the patience with which jou have been 
pleased to liear oui addresM "We ha\e great hopes in cou and the visit is considered 
irr potentialities for the education of the women and girls of 

the North V\ cbt Frontier Province We do fairly hope that we would not be dis- 
appointed ^ 

• 

We beg to remain, 

8ir, 


PEfiHA.\VAtt, 
Srd October, 


Your most obedient servants, 
Members of the Ladies Deputation 


Dr. Nand Lai : May I ask a supplementdry question ? Is there an\ 
special reason why a j?irls’ school has not yet been established and founded t 

Sir Frank Noyce : I take it. Sir, that it has been due to the absence 
of proposals from the Local Administration on the subject, as also of funds 

Occasions of Firing in recent Disturbances 

86 *Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohowdhury (on behalf of Mr S C 
Mitra ) Will Government be pleased to la^ on the table a statement 
showing, province by province, the number ot occasions a\ hen firing had 
to be resorted to h\ the military or the police during the last three 
months, and the numbei of killed and w^ounded on each occasion ? 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig : The Honourable Member is refer- 
red to the repl> gnen to his question No 20 on 14th July, 1930 

Grievances of certain Employees op the Eastern Bengal Railway 

Press 

97 *Maulvi Abdul Matin OhowdJiury (on behalf of Mr S. C 

Mitra) (d?) Is It a fact that the Government, in reply to my starred 
question No 635, stated on 18th September, 1919, that “ The Agent, 
Eastern Bengal Railway, has been requested to deal expeditiously with *' 
the memorial of the compositors, distributois and binders of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway Pi ess of 23rd May, 1929 ? 

(b) If the reply to (a) be in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state whether the memorial has -sinoe been dealt with 1 If not, 
the reason for this unusual delay ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Government in reply to my starred question 
No 733, stated on 21st March, 1930, That a decision will be arrived at 
sliortly ” with regard to the introduction of the graded scale of pay for the 
employees of the Eastern Bengal Railway Press ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) be in the affirmative, will the Honourable 
Member*in-eharge of Railways and Commerce be pleased to state the 
steps that have since been taken with regard to the matter 1 

Mr. A. A. L Parson# : (a) Yes 

( 6 ) I w'ould l*efer the Honourable Member to the reply given to 
q^stion No 69 asked by Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan on the 
20th January, 1980. 
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(c) and (d) Detailed proposals tor revised scales of pa^^ tor the 
Eastern Bengal Railway Press employees have been framed and are under 
discussion between the Railway Boaid and the Agent, Eastern Bengal 
Railway 

Grievances of certain Employees of the Eastern Bengal Railway 

Press 

98 *Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohowdliury (on behalf of Mr S C. 
Mitra) {a) Is it a fact that the Honourable Member-in-charge, Rail- 
ways and Conuneroie, leceived a wore on 28th April, 1930, fiom the 
Secretary, Press Employees’ Association, Calcutta, to the effect 
ihat great unrest is prevailing among the w’Oikers of the Eastern Bengal 
Railway Press on account of unusual delay on the part of Government 
111 diS])osmg of the memorial of 23rd May, 1929 ? 

(b) If the reply to (a) is m the affirmative, will Governmenl be 
pleased to lay a copy of the telegram on the table ? 

(c) Are Government aware that a reply was sent to the Secretary, 
pjcss Employees’ Association, in letter No 117-E |30, on 5th May, 1930, 
that tlie Agent, should be addressed in connection with the service condi- 
hons of the employees ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway, received a 
lettei on 10th June, 1930, from the Secretary, Press Employees’ Associa- 
tion, for immediate disposal of the memorial of 23rd May, 1929 ? 

(e) If the answ'ers to (c) and (d) aie in the affirmative, will the 
Honourable Member-in-eharge be pleased to state what action has been 
taken for the speedy disposal of the matter ? 

Mr. A. A L. Parsons : (a) Yes 

(h) A copy of the telegram has been placed m the Library 

(c) Yes 

(d) Government have no information 

(e) The Honourable Membei ’s attention is draw'n to the reply I have 
just given to his previous question 

Grievances of certain Employees of the Eastern Bengal Railway 

Press 

99 *Maulvi Abdul Matin Chowdhury (dn behalf of Mr S C 
Mitra) (a) Is it a fact that the binders, pressmen, machinemen, galley 
proof pressmen and form carriers of the Government of India Press 
are in the superior service T 

(h) Is it a fact that the binders, pressmen, machinemen, galley proof 
pressmen and form carriers, of the Eastern Bengal Railway Press are in the 
inferior service 1 

(c) If the replies to (a) and (b) ai-e in the affirmative, will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state whether they intend to place the binders, press* 
mca, machinemen, galley proof pressmen and the form carriers of the 
Eastern Bengal Railway Press in the superior service 1 
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Mr. A. A. L Parsons : (a), (b) and (c). The information has been 
<Jiipplie(l to the Honourable Member, vtde Railway Board’s letter No 117- 
K 1 30, dated the 10th July, 1930 

Grievances of certain Employees op the Eastern Bengal Railway 

Press 

100 *Maulvi Abdul Matin Chowdbury (on behalf of Mr 8 0. 

Mitra) (a) Is it a fact that Mr Slatter, the Special Officer appointed 
by the Railway Board, to go into the grievances of the Press workers, 
during his last visit to the Eastern Bengal Railway Press, assured the 
employees, in the presence of the Superintendent, that the piece system 
would be abolished, the salary system would be introduced, and all 
the employees would be placed on the superior service ^ 

(h) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will Go\ernment be 
pleased to state what has been done to give effect to that assurance ? 

Mr A. A L Parsons . (a) and (6) Enquiry will be made from 
Mr Slater who is at present on leave out of India and a reply will be 
sent to the Honourable Member on its leccipt 

Grievances Oh certain Employees of the Eastern Bengal Railway 

Press 

101 *Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohowdhury (on behalf ot Mi 8 C. 
Mitra) (a) Is it a fact that holidays duiing the Durga Puja festival, 
Muliarram and Christmas weie allowed to all the employees of the 
Eastern Bengal Railway Press irrespecti\e of their religion ? 

(h) Are Government aware that the Muhammadan employees were not 
allowed to enjoy the holidays during the Durga Puja festival, the Hindu 
employees the Muharram holidays and both the Hindu and MuJiammadan 
employees the Christmas holidays in this year ? 

(r) If answers to (a) and (h) are in the affiimati\e, will the Honour- 
able MeirVber-m-chaige, Railways and Commerce, be ]ileased to state the 
reason for this departure f 

Mr A. A. L. Parsons : (a) , (b) and (e) I ha\e called for the infor- 
mation from the Agent, E<istein Bengal Railway, and will communicate 
witli the Honourable Member on its receipt. 

Grievances of Certain Employees of the East Indian Railway Presses 
OF Howrah and Calcutta, 

102. *Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohowdhury (on behalf of Mr S C 
Mitra) (a) Is it a fact that, in reply to my starred question No 702, 
Government stated on 21st March, 1930, that the Agent of the East Indian 
Railway has been asked to deal with the memorial, dated 2nd January, 
1930, of the compositors, distributors and binders of the East Indian 
Railway Presses of Howrah and Calcutta, as expeditiously as possible ! 

(h) Is it a fact that the Honourable Member-in-charge received a 
telegram from the Secretary, Press Employees’ Association^ Calcutta, on 
28th April, 1930, to the effect that great unrest was prevailing among 
the East Indian Railway Press workers 1 
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(c) Is it a fact that Gkivernment in letter No 117-E 130, dated 5th 
Miy, 1930, directed the Secretary, Press Employees’ Association, to refer 
th/ matter to the Agent, East Indian Railway ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Agent, East Indian Railway, received a letter 
from the Secretary, Press Employees’ Association, Calcutta, dated 6th 
June, 1930, for immediate disposal of the memorial of 2nd January, 1930 1 

(e) If the answers to (a.), (ft), (c) and (d) are in the affirmative, 
will Government be pleased to state what has been done with regard to 
the matter t 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : {a) Yes 

(6) Yes 

{(‘) Yes 

(d) Government have no information 

(e) Detailed proposals for revised scales of pay foi the East Indian 
Railway Press employees have been framed and are under discussion 
between the Railway Board and the Agent, East Indian Railway 

Grievances op certain Employees of the East Indian Railway Presses 
OF Howrah and Calcutta 

103 *Maulvi Abdul Matin Chowdhury (on behalf of Mr S C 
Mitra) (a) Will the Honourable Membei-in-charge, Railways and 
Commerce, be pleased to la> on the table a statement showing the names 
of the binders of the East Indian Railwav Press, both of Calcutta and 
Howrah, with their respective lengths of service and the last increment 
allow^ed to each of them ? 

(h) Is it a fact that under the existing rules the binders of the East 
Indian Railway Press are promoted to the next higher class, when tlie 
maximum of the grade is reached ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Printing Superintendent, East Indian Rail- 
way received a letter, dat^d 16th May, 1930, from the Secretary, Press 
Employees’ Association, Calcutta, with a list of employees who have not 
been given any increment or promotion during the period ranging from 5 
to 14 years f 

(d) If the reply to part (c) is in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state the reasons for withholding promotion or increment to the 
employees as stated in the said letter ? 

Mr. A. A L Parsons : (a), (6), (r) and (d) I have called for infor- 
mation from the Agent, East Indian Railway, and will communicate with 
the Honourable Member on its receipt 

Grisvancss of certain Employees op the East Indian Railway Presses 
OF Howrah and Calcutta 

104 •Maulvi Abdul Matin Chowdhury (on behalf of Mr 8, C. 
Mitra) : (a) Is it a fact that the binders, pressmen, machinemen, galley 
proof pressmen and form carriers of the Government of India Press 
are in the snpenor service ? 



{h) Is it a fact that the binders, pressmen, machinemen, galley proof 
pressmen and the form carriers of the East Indian Railway Pres> are in the- 
'nferior service 1 

(c) If the replies to (a) and (h) are m the affirmative, will Grovern' 
ineiR he pleased to state whether they intend to place the bmdei-s, machine- 
men, pressmen, galley proof pressmen and the foim cariieis ot the East 
Indian Railway Press in the superior Service ? 

Mr. A. A L. Parsons . (a) The Honourable Member’s attention la 
invited to the rejily given in Railway Board’s letter No 117-B , dated 
10th dul>, 1930, in ans\\er to his question No 736 (a) ot the 21st March, 
1930 

(h) No definite classification has been laid down b> the East Indian 
Railway 

(r) The question of the classification of the staff ot the East Indian 
Railway Press is under consideration 


Grievances of certain Employees of the Government op India Press^ 

Calcutta 

105 *Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohowdhury (on behalf of Mr S C 
Mitra) (a) Is it a fact that, m* reply to my starred question No 631, 
dated 18th September, 1929, regaring the pay of the piece-workers, 
Government of India Press, Calcutta, the Honourable Member-m-charge 
of Industries and Labour, stated that the same was under his careful 
consideration ? 

(b) Is it a fact that, m reply to my starred question No 721, dated 
2l8t March, 1930, the Honourable Member-m-charge of Industries and 
Labour, stated that the memorials of the piece-workers of the Government 
of India Press, Calcutta, were still under the consideration of the Gov- 
ernment of India ? 

(c) If the answers to parts (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, will 
Gc^ernment be pleased to state the steps that have since been taken f 

(d) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table their correspond- 
ence with the Manager, Government of India Press, Calcutta, with his re- 
commendations regarding the pay of the piece-workers ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore ; (a) and (b) Yes 

(c) Government have passed orders granting certain concessions to 
the memorialists 

(d) Government do not propose to lay on the table a copy of the 
correspondence 

Grievances op certain Employees of the ^Government op India Press, 

Calcutta. 

106 *Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohowdhury (on behalf of Mr S C. 
Mitra) (a) Is it a fact that Government have received a memorial from 
the Mono-casters of the Government of India Press, Calcutta, dated 
13th March, 1930 T 
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(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Houourabb 
Mcnihei-m-charge, Industries and La bom, be pleased to state what steps 
ha\e been taken in the matter ? If not, why not ? 

(c) Is it a tact tliat aceoidirifx to the Civil Service Rules and Regula- 
tions, as well as the Go\ eminent Sei\ ants’ (’onduct Rules, any employee 
suifering from an infectious disease is liable to dismissal i 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore • (a) and (6) Yes The memo- 
rial has been considered and rejected 

(( The attention of the Ilonouiable Member is invited to the reply 
piven to ])art (a) of his staired question No 665 in the Legislative 
Assembly on the 23rd September, 1929 

Grievances of certain Employees of the Eastern Bengal Railway* 

Press 

107 'Maulvi Abdul Matin Chowdhury (on behalf of Mr S C 
Mitra) (a) Is it a fact that the salaiied hands in the Eastern Bengal 
Railway Press, are allowed increments m their pay while the piece- 
workers do not get any increment ivhatsoever ? 

(h) If the reply is in the affirmative, will Government be pleased to 
state the reasons therefor ^ 

(c) Will the Honourable Meinber-in-cbarge, Railways and Com- 
merce, be pleased to state whethei Government are contemplating giving 
increments to the piece-workers of the Eastern Bengal Railway Press ? 

(d) Is It not a fact that the compositors are promoted to section- 
holders, the section-holders to overseers, in the Government and railway 
Presses f 

(e) Is it not a fact that the present ovei’seer of the Eastern Bengal 
Rmhvaj" Press has been recruited from the clerical staff ? 

(/) If the answers to (d) and (e) are in the affirmative, will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state the reasons for (e) 1 

Ml*. A. A. L. Parsons . («L (^), (d), (e) and (/) I am calling for 
the information and will communicate with the Honourable Member on 
its receipt 

(r) The Honourable Member ^s attention is drawn to the reply I have 
just given to his question No 102 (c) 

Grievances op certain Employees op the Easy Indian Railway Press^ 

Howrah. 

108 *Maulvi Abdul Matin Chowdhury (on behalf of Mr S. C. 
Mitra) (a) Is it a fact that Government have received a memorial from 
theemployees of the ticket printing, Howrah, East Indian Railway Press, 
dated 25th June, 1930 ? 

(b) If the aiisw^er is in the affirmative, Will ovefnment be pleased to 
state what action has been taken in the matter f 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) No 

(h) Does not arise. 
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Deliveries from Naldhi Post Office 

109 'Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohowdhury (on belialt of Mr S C 
Mitia) (a) Is It a tact that, m leply to my staired question No 732, 
the Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra stated on 21st March, 1930, 
that the copy of the question was forwarded to the Post Master General, 
Bengal and Assam 1 

(6) If the reply to {a) is 'u the affirmative, will the Honouraole Mem* 
ber-m-chargo, Industries and Labour, be pleased to state what action has 
since been taken in the mattei ? 

(c) Will Government pleased to lay on the table a comparative 
statement showing the number of deliveries made during the last six months 
in the villages of Sankerpore and Ilobokhali under the Naldhi P 0 m 
the district of Jessore ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the number of beats in the village of Sankeipore 
under the Naldhi P O in the district of Jessore has been reduced to 
t\yo in j>lace of five ? 

(c) Is it a fact that number of beats in the village of Hobokhali under 
the P 0 Naldhi has been increased from two to five ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the income from the village of Sankerpore is more 
than the village of Hobokhali ? 

(g) Will the Honourable Member-in-charge, Industries and Labour, 
be pleased to state the number of peons employed in the Post Offices of 
Naldhi and Nohatta, respectively, in the district of Jessore ? 

(k) Will Government be pleased to state w^hether they contemplate 
increasing the number of peons and introducing the system of daily 
beat m Sankerpore under the Naldhi P O ? 

Mr, H. A. Sams ; (a) Yes. 

(h) The village is now served three times instead of twice a week 

(0> (e) and (/) The information is being collected and will be 
supplied to the Honourable Member when received 

id) No. ^ , 

(g) It is presumed that by the term “ peon ” postman is meant 
There is one postman at Naldhi and there are three at Nohatta 

(h) No, the number of articles is not sufficiently large to justify a 
daily serMce 

Installation OF a Teleprinter at the Park Street Telegraph Office, 

Calcutta 

110 *Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohowdliury (on behalf of Mr S C 
Mitra) (a) Will Government be pleased to state if it is a fact that a 
telegraph typewriter machine has befen fitted at the Park Street, T, B 
0, Calcutta, for leceivmg telegrams T 

(b) If so, will Go\emment be pleaaed to state what the price of the 
machine is ? 

(c) Is it a fact that a mechanic has also been appointed to repan^ the 
machine, when it Wcomes out of order t 
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Ui) If so, ^vb^u IS the pay of the mechanic and for how many home 
a^inonth does he ^\ork " 

ic) Ho^^ many telegrams are dailj- received on an average in the Park 
Street T 8 O for deli\erv ? What is the approximate amount that has 
been saved to the department b> fitting that machine for receiving tele- 
grams since the a])]> 0 ]ntment ot that mechanic ? 

Mr. H. A. Sams . (a) Yes The apparatus is known as a ‘‘ tele 
printer ” 

(b) Rs 1,500 

\r) No One of the mistries employed in the Central Telegia])h 
Office, Calcutta, attends to the machine when necessary 

(d) Does not arise 

The average number of telegrams received daily in the Paik 
Stieet Telegraph Office is 136 The arrangement, which is of a purely 
experimi ntal nature, was started on 23rd June, 1930 It was introduced 
not vith the object of effecting an economy in the working of the Paik 
Street Office, but with the object of testing the suitability of this system of 
woiking between the Central Telegraph Office and the local offices in order 
to secure the more expeditious disposal of telegrams by decentralising the 
delivery wwk which is at present centralised in the Cential Telegraph 
Office, Calcutta As stated in reply to part (c) of the question, no special 
mechanic has been appointed to look alter the machine 

Denial of First Class Powers to the Sub-Postmaster, Beadon Street 
Post Office, Calcutta. 

Ill ^Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohowdhury (on he bait ot Mi S C 
Mitra) (a) Will Go\ernment be pleased to state if it is a fact that 
the Sub-Postmasters of Kalvadcm and Mandvi in Boml)a\ and of Baia- 
bazar m Calcutta haye been givep certain powers of first claiss Post- 
masters and they are no longer under the Divisional Superintendents ? 

(h) If VO, will Gocernment lie pleased to state vhy the same 
powers ha\e not been conferud on the Sub-Postmaster of Beadon 
Street m Calcutta ? Is he equal in rank and pay to those of Kalvadevi, 
Mandvi and Barabazar T S Os ^ 

(c) Ls It a fact that the hou^e rent of the Beadon Stieet T S 0. 
(Calcutta) IS Rs 1,500 per mouth, and is this high rent paid on account 
of the importance of the T S 0 ? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state why the Sub-Postmaster of 
Beadon Street T S O has been denied first class powers and been com- 
pelled to work under the Divisional Superintendent t 

Mr. H. A Sams : (u), (b) and (d) Inquiries are being made and 
the results will be communicated to the Honourable Member in due course 

{() The reply to the fir,vt part of the question is m the affirmative. 
As regards the second part, the rent paid for a post office is determined 
by pre\ ailing local rentals and the extent of the accommodation required. 

L7CPB(LA) b 
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Appointment op Selection Grade Supervisors for Postal Departments 

112 *Manlvi Abdul Matin Ohowdhury (on behalf of Mr S C 
Mitra) (a) Will Go\ eminent be pleased to state if it is a fact that 
the Postal Inquiry Committee recommended that a Department with 
an office of five clerks or more should be under the supervision of a 
selection grade official ? 

(h) If so, will Government be pleased to state how many clerks 
there are m the following Departments of the Calcutta General Post 
Offiee and whether they have got selection grade siiper\isors ? 

1 Registration Packet Sorting 

2 Monev Order Delivery Department 

3 I\Ioney Oulei Audit Department 

4 DiMsion No 7 and 9 of the Parcel Sorting Department 

5 Issue, Rec'upt and Registration Sections of the Correspondence 

> Department 

(c) Will Goveinmciit be pleased to state how many Departments 
there are in the Calcutta General Post Office over and above those men- 
tioned above, where theie are fi\e or more clerks, but where theie are 
no selection grade supervisors ? 

(d) Will (lOMirumnt lie pleased to state the reasons why selection 
grade posts have not been sanctioned for these Departments ? 

(f) Is it a tact tiiat there are three selection grade appointments m 
the Accounts Department of the Calcutta General Post Office ^ What is 
the strength of that Department ? 

(/) Will Government be pleased to state whether they are prepared 
to transfer one of these appointments to another department where there 
is absolute necessity for a selection grade post, in case they cannot sanction 
all the posts just at present ? 

Mr. H. A, Sams ; (a) No 

(?)), (c) and (d) Do not arise 

(e'l There are three selection grade appointments , and the strength 
of the Department is 16 

(/) Any suggestion received from the Postmaster-General for a re- 
distribution of the selection grade posts will receive my careful considera- 
tion 


Phthisis amongst the Staff of the Howrah Post Office. 

113 *Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohowdhury (on behalf of Mr S. C. 
Mitra) (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to corres- 
pondence in the Labour entitled phthisis at Howrah ” published m its 
issue of May, 1930 t 

(h) Is it a fact that the Howrah Post Office was once visited by the 
Civil Surgeon of Howrah, who spoke of the bad condition of the office 
and recommended evacuation in the interests of the health of the staff f 
(o) Is it a fact that altogether 18 deaths have occurred amongst 
the staff of the Post Office up till now ? 
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{(1) Will Go'vfinment be pleased to supply a copy of the report of 
the Civil Surgeon, Howrah, m this matter t 

Mr. H, A. Sajus : (a) Government have seen the correspondence 

(5) and (d) Yes , a copy of the Civil Surgeon’s report is being 
furnished to the Honourable Member 

(c) Thirteen deaths oceumd from May, 1926, to Maich, 1930, includ- 
ing one from phthisis 

Reported Loss on the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 

114 *Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohowdhuiy (on behalf of Mr S. C 

Mitra) (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to an article 
in the Times of Indui on the 28th March, 1930, under the caption 
“ Indian Posts and Telegraphs Are thev running at a loss 1 ” 
which article was subsequently reproduced in the April issue of Labour t 

(b) Is it cl iar't that postage stamps are supplied free of charge to 
Rulers of the Indian states, as has been stated therein * 

(c) If so, ^vlll Go^eInment be pleased to state the exact amount of 
postage supplied to them during the last two years ? 

(d) Will Go\ eminent please state wh^ the amount is not charged 
for fiom them ” 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore • (a) Yes 

(h) Yes Service postage stamps are supplied to ceitain Indian 
States JPree of chaige 

(c) Free postage stamps to the value of Rs 3,01,735 were supplied* 
in 1928-29 and Rs 3.32,138 in 1929-30 , but in addition free postal service 
within the State is also allowed in certain eases, the aggregate annual 
value of which amounts to about Rs 6^ lakhs 

(d) The amounts are not recovered from the States because the ar- 
rangements form part of the mutual agreements or understandings relating 
to the working of the Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department m the several 
States 

Rail and Steamer Passes for Postal Superintendents and Inspectors. 

115 *Maulvi Abdul Matin Chowdhury (on behalf of Mr S C. 
Mitra) (a) Is it a fact that, se\eral years ago, the Postal and Railway 
Mail Service Superintendents and Postal and Railway Mail Service 
Inspectors were given free passes for travelling in railways knd steamers 
in connection with their work of inspection or investigation ? 

(b) If the reply to the above be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state whether this concession has been withdrawn by Railways 
and steamer companies 1 If so, why T 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state the amount which was spent 
in the last two years for paying tram and steamer fares to the Superin*- 
tendents and laspectors f 

(d) WiD Government be pleased to supply a copy of the letter or 
Resolution of the Government of India under which the railways issued 
free passes to the Superintendents and Inspectors t 

b2 
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Blr. H A Sams : (a) and (5) Yes, but the concession was with- 
drawn, by railways only, from the Ist April, 1926, except m so far as it 
was necessary to continue it for Railway Mail Service work, this change 
being made because of the commercialization of the Railways and the Posts 
and Telegraphs Department 

(c) Government have no precise information readily available The 
trouble involved in the collection of the information would be consideiable 
Government do not therefoie propose to ascertain the amount 

(d) A copy ot the Government of India Public Works Department 
Circular No XLII-Railway, dated the 16th November, 1881, and of the 
Rules for Free Passes attached thereto will be given to the Honourable 
Member 


Conveyance of Mails by Garbage (Calcutta), Limited 

116 *Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohowdhury (on behalf of Mr S C 
Mitra) (a) With reference to paragraph 2 of the agreement between 
Garrage (Calcutta), Ltd and the Director General of Posts and Tele- 
graphs for conveyance of mails of the Calcutta General Post Office and 
the T. S Os , by motor vans, will Government be pleased to state whether 
the contractors maintain a fleet of cars, as has been mentioned in that 
paragraph 1 

(h) Will Govirnment be pleased to state how many motor cais Rue 
been built by the Company up to 31st March, 1930, since taking over the 
work and W’hat are their respective carrying capacities ? 

(c) Have the^e cars been approved by the Postmaster General, Bengal 
and Assam with reference to the schedule of trips prepared by the Presi- 
dency Postmaster Calcutta 1 

(d) Will Govcinment be ple^ased to supply a statement showing the 
amount paid to the contractors iii the year 1927-28, 1928-29 and 1929-30 ? 

Mr H, A.^Sams . (a) Yes 

(h) Eighteen Cars 

Details — 6 one-ton Fords 
6 half-ton Fords 
2 one and half ton Beans 
2 one-ton San Fords 
1 one and half ton San Fords 
1 quarter-ton Trojan 

(c) Yes 

id) 1927-28— R«. 2,07,023-2-0 

1928- 29— Rs 2,13,825-0-0 

1929- 30— Rs 2,08,955-0-0 « 

The figures include the cost of extra haulage 

Scope of the Retrenchment Officer’s iNQfuiRiEs. 

117 *MiRulvi Abdul Matin Ohowdhury (on behalf of Mr S. C. 
Mitra) (a) Will Government be pleased to state if it is a fact that a 
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Retrenchment Officer has been appointed by the Government to effect 
retrenchment in all Departments of the Government of India ? 

(6) If the roplv be in the affiimative, will Government be pleased to 
state the terms and scope of the inquii> to be made by the Retrenchment 
Officer T 

(c) Will Go\einment be pleased to state whether they intend to 
effect letronchmont ir, the Postal Department also ? If so, on what 
lines 1 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) and {b) 1 would invite 
the Honourable IMember’s attention to paragraph 5 of the Proceedings 
of the Meeting of the Standing Finance Committee, Volume IX, No 19. 
An officei has been placed on siiecial duty in the Finance Department to 
carry out, in conjunction with that Department, a detailed and technical 
review of the \arious causes operating to increase the administrative 
expenditure of the Central Government, and to explore avenues of economy. 

(c) The possibility of effecting ictienchment in the sense of economies 
in working is continuously before the responsible heads of the Post and 
Telegraphs Department Government are also consideiing the question of 
undertaking a sjiecial examination of the growth of expenditure m this 
Department on the lines now being tollowed for tlie ordinary administra- 
tive services by tlie Officer on Special Duty in the Finance Department. 
A dedsion on this point will be taken shortl> 

Appointment of Mr J N Gupta as Accountant, Calcutta General Post 

Office. 

118 *Maulvi Abdul Matin Chowdhury (on behalf of Mr S C 
Mitra) (a) With refeionce to staried question No 538 in the Legisla- 
tive Assemblv on the 12th March, 1930, about the appointment of Mr 
J N Gupta as Accountant, Calcutta Genet al Post Office, will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state what the Government mean by “ so long as 
he works m and is consideied suitable for the appointment ” as appears 
in the reply to pait (^) of that question ^ 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state how many yeais an official 
can work in a particular appointment provisionally ? 

(c) Have Government called for any report from the authorities con- 
cerned as to the suitability and fitness of Mr J N Gupta t 

Mr. H. A. Sams : (a) The meaning is that Mr J N Gupta will 
hold the post of Accountant, Calcutta Geneial Post Office, so long as he 
v^orks satisfactoiil> in that post 

{h) There is no prescribed time limit 

(c) No 

Grants made to Recreation Clurs of Postal and Telegraph Officials. 

119. *BIaulvi Abdul Matm Ohowdhury (on behalf of Mr S. C. 
Mitra) (o) Will Government be pleased to state what amount of grant 
was made to the Recreation Clubs of postal officials and telegraph offi- 
cials, and on what condition f 
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(h) Will Go\cn)nient please state what amount has been provided m 
this year's budget " 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : (a) During the year ending 
March 31bt, 1930, Rs 6,840 'were granted to Postal and Railway Mail 
Service Recreation Clubs, and Rs 4,965 to Telegraph Recreation Clubs 
These grants are given to Clubs intended solely foi recreation purposes and 
which are properly organised and managed 

(h) Rs 7,500 for Postal and Railway Mail Service Recreation Clubs 
and Rs 5,000 for Telegraph Recreation Clubs 

Pay of Extra Departmental Agents in certain Post Offices in Bengal 

120 *Maulvi Abdul Matin Chaudhury (on behalf of Mr S C 
Mitra) (a) Will Government be pleased to state the pay of the Extra 
Departmental Agents in the E D Offices of Musapur, Maitbhanga, Amin- 
ullah, respectively, in the District of Noakhali (Bengal) ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Extra Departmental Agent in the Nyamasti 
Post Office in the same locality gets an allowance of Rs 6 only t 

(c) Will Go \ 01 iiment ))e pleased to state the difference m pay between 
that of the Extra Departmental Agent of Nyamasti and that of the Extra 
Departmental Agents of othei Post Offices mentioned in (a) above ? Do 
Oo^ernment contemplate to remove this disparity ? 

Mr. H A Bams : (a) Extra Departmental Agents do not receive 
pay but allowances, which in the cases of the offices referred to by the 
Honourable Member are Rs 9, Rs 14 and Rs 14, respectively 

(h) Yes 

(c) The differences are Rs 3, Rs 8 and Rs 8, and as these allow- 
ances are fixed w'lth due regard to the amount of work performed by the 
various Extra Departmental Agents, such disparities are inevitable, nor is 
there any geneial case for their removal 

Ruffianly Attacks on Overseers, Postmen and Runners 

121 *Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohaudhury (on behalf of Mr S. C. 

Mitra) . (a) Is it a fact that of late many overseers, runners and post- 
men have been attacked by ruffians, ana as a result of which some of 
them died and the Government cash and mails were looted T 

(h) If so, will Government be pleased to state how many cases of 
this natuie occuiied during the years, 1929 and 1930 ? 

(c) Will Government please state what they propose to do to give 
protection to these men from the attack of ruffians, and what provision 
has been made for their families ? 

Mr. H A Sams : (a) There have been some cases of the kind. 

(6) 18 cases occurred m 1929, in which 4 were attended with murder, 
and 19 in 1930, m which 4 were attended with murder 

(c) No measure short of an expensive escort can give effective pro- 
tection agaiust attacks by ruffians. As a preventive measure, however^ 
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conveyance of mails and cash is lestrieted to the day time and double sets 
of runnei*s are employed where necessary Postmen are allowed depart- 
mental escorts when the amount of cash is heavy An extraordinary 
gratuity or family pension has been sanctioned in some cases, while others 
are under consideration 

Wretched Condition of ihe Magra Post Office 

122 *Maulvi Abdul Matin Chaudbury (on behalf of Mr. S C 

Mitra) (a) Has the attention of Go.'oriiment been drawn to a complaint 
under the caption “ Working under an umbrella stating about the 
wretched condition of the Magi a Post Office ’ 

(h) Will Government please state whether it is a fact that, m spite 
of representation about the am etched condition ol the Post Office, no action 
has been taken by the Superintendent of Post Offices, Hooghly Division ? 

(c) Will GoA’crnment please state what action they propose to Tske to 
remedy the wretched condition of the Magra Post Office and make 
it habitable 1 

Mr H A Sams : {a) Yes. 

(h) The fact is not as stated Action was taken by the Superintend- 
ent of Post Offices, Hooghly Divi'-ion, on receipt of a repiesentation from 
the Sub-Postmaster, i\Iagia No hnilding was, however, available in the 
locality for the temporary acconiino.lation of the Magra Post Office 

(c) A sum of Rs 927 was sanctioiied by the Postmastei -General, 
Bengal and Assam Circle, on the 16th June, 1930, for thorough repairs to 
the Magra Post Office building The v\ork is in progress 

Hardships of Post Ofitce Swings B\nk Clerks 

123 *Maulvi Abdul M[atin Chaudhury (on behalf of Mr S C 
Mitia) (a) Has the attention of Goveinment been drawn to an article 
under the caption “ Hardship of the Savings Bank Clerks published 
ill May, 1930, issue of the Labon) 

(&) Is it a fact that the Accountant-General, Posts and Telegraphs, 
has submitted certain proposal to the Director-General regarding work of 
the Savings Bank Depaitnicnt which has not yet been accepted by the 
Director-General ? 

(c) If so, will Government please state what they propose to do to give 
relief to the Savings Bank Clerks ? 

Mr H. A. Sams : (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c). Yes, the matter is still under consideration. 

Loss OP Life on the Dibru-Sadiya Railway Line 

124. *Mr. Anwar-ul-Azun : (a) *Will Government be pleased to 
state what is the relation of the Government of India with the Dibru- 
Sadiya Railway in Assam T Has the attention of Government been 
drawn to the fact that the Dibiu-Sadiya Railway passes through the town 
of Digboi from Charah to Digboi station and that it is responsible for 
the loss of many lives on that account t 
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(b) Are Government prepared to consider the desirability of having 
that part of the said Railway Line fenced by the Company ? 

Mr A A L Parsons (a) and (b). I am making inquiries and 
will let the Honourable Member have a reply in due course 

Lack of Money Order and Postal Facilities in the Digboi Thana 

125 •Mr Anwar-ul-Azim . Will Government be pleased to state 
what are the post office hours, for registration and money orders in 
Dibrugarh Head Office 1 How many post offices are there in Digboi 
Thana of Lakhimpur District ? Are Government aware that the labour- 
ing populations of Digboi suffer greatest hardship and troubles for want 
of propel facilities for sending then money orders and registered articles t 

Mr. H. A. Sams : The hours for registration and issue of money 
orders at Dibrugarh Head Office are 

Registration Fiom 7am to 10 a.m and fiom Noon to 3 p m 

On Saturdays from 8 to 10 a m. and from 
Noon to 2 p.M 

Money Orders From 9am to 2 p m 

On Saturdays from 9 a.m. to Noon. 

There is only one Post Office, viz , Digboi, m the Digboi Thana 

Only one complaint has been received, namely, Horn the Labour Super- 
intendent in Ma>, last, about the inconvenience tell by the Labourers in 
issuing money orders On investigation it was found to be due to the 
sudden illness of one of the postal clerks 

Revenue derived from Petrol and Oil in Assam 

126, ■^'Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : Will Go\ eminent be pleased to state 
how much revenue on petiol annually the\ get from the Assam Oil 
Compain at Digboi (Assam), and how much from royalties on oil ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Taking the average for the 
last four >eais the .imount ot excise duty collected on motor spirit pro- 
duced at the Digboi refineiw was Rs 14,42,554 Information regarding 
royalties on the oil wells has been called for and it will be communicated 
to the Honourable Membei separately when received 

Selection of Representatives for the Round Table Conference 

127 •Mr Anwar-ul-Azim : Will Government be pleased to state 
on what basis am^ on wliose recommendations, leinesentatives from the 
provinces will be selected to sit’ on the Round Table Conference f 

The Honourable Mr H. Q. Haig : The Honourable Member is refer- 
red to the reply which I gave to parts (c) and (d) of Mr M. K. Acharya^s 
question No 84 

Members of the Legislative Assembly appointed to the Central 
Banking Inquiry Committee. 

128 •Mr Anwar-ul-Azim : Will Government be pleased to state 
how many Members of the Legislative Assembly were selected to serve 
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on the Central Banking Inquiry Committee ^ What is their status now, 
if they have resigned their seats in the Assembly ? 

The Honourable 8ir Ckorge Schuster : Excluding the Chairman, 

seven niembcis t)C the Central Banking Inquirv Committee vere Members 
of the Legislative Assembly Two of these have resigned their seats in 
the Assembly Their resignation does not affect their status as members 
of the Committee 

Denial op Land to ex-Service Sepoys of Merwara 

129 *Rai Sahib Harbilaa Sarda : (a) Is it a fact that agricultural 
land m the Punjab gi anted to Indian non-commissioned officers and 
sepoys who fought for Britain in the World War, 1914 — 1918 1 

(b) Is it a fact that the District of Merwara (Ajmer Province) 
furnished the largest percentage of its population as sepoys in India in 
the w^ar ’ 

(e) Is it a fact that when agricultural land was awarded to those 
who had gone to that war, no land was given to sepoys from Meiwara 
on the giound that land in the Punjab was leserved tor Punjabi sepoys ? 

(d) Ts it a fact that the sepoys ol Merwaia weie admitted as 
eligible foi giant ot land iii connection witli the Sindh Barrage scheme 
and they weie told that then claims would be considered w’hen land under 
that scheme was gi anted ^ 

(o) And IS it a fact that when these sepoys have now applied for 
land undei the Sindh Bairage scheme the> liave been told th.it lioiabay 
and Punjab sc]kj\s alone aie eligible foi this land 1 

(/) Will Go\ eminent state win the ])eople of Merwaia who tuinished 
the highest percentage ot fighting men in the wdiole of India are being 
debaired tiom all award of land, while sejiovs fioni other pioMiices aie 
given agricultural land ? 

Mr G M. Young, (o) and (( ) Undei the Special Wai Reward 
Scheme, land in the Punjab, as in other piovinees, was granted to Indian 
officeis and other ranlts ot the agiieultuial class, w'ho distinguished them- 
selves in the Oieat War, oi to the heirs of deceased soldieis of that class. 
The majority of grantees were Punjabis, but the Punjab Government, as a 
special case tor the jiuriiose of the sdume, accepted in addition as colonists, 
residents of the Delhi Pio\ince, the North West Frontiei Pio\ince, the 
country be>ond that province, Kashmir, and the Indian States m the 
Punjab Where no land was available cash rew^ards w^ere granted 

(&) No, Sir I know of at least onet district which furnished a higher 
percentage 

id) The Government of India have no information 

(e) The Bombay Go\ernmeiit ha^e imposed the condition that colon- 
ists in the Lloyd Barrage Scheme must be residents of the Punjab, Delhi 
or the United Provinces and belong to'the agricultural classes 

(/) I would ask the Honourable Member to refer to my replies to 
parts (a), (c), and (d) I would add that land is not being given free 
to any military grantees m the Sindh Barrage colonisation area 


t Rawalpindi 
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Appointment of a Whole-Time Superintendent of Education for 
Ajmer-Mbrwara. 

130 ^Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda (a) Is it a fact both Delhi am 
Ajmer are under the direct administration of the Government of Indr 
and that both the provinces contain approximately the same populatior 
Delhi having 488,188 and Ajmer-Merwara 495,271 ? 

‘ (b) Is it also a fact that, ^\hlle, taking the \ear 1928-29, in Delh 
65 4 per cent of the boys of the school-going age attended school, ii 
Ajmer only 27 9 per cent did ^ 

(c) Is it also a fact that, while in Delhi, enrolment' of boys i 
Municipal schools of Dellu nent up six times from 1,468 m 1922-23 t 
8,549 in 1928-29, the oniolmeni in Ajmer rose onlj from 6,610 to 10,524 

(d) Are Government aware that, out of a total population of 2,25,70 
females in Ajmer-IMenvaia, only 1,395 girls are under instruction, givin 
a percentage of 0 621 ' 

(e) Is it aKo a tact that the number of piimaiy schools foi girl 
in Ajmei-Merwara deei eased tiom 12 in 1921-22 to 7 in 1926-27 and th 
expenditure on the^e scliools i\ent down from 10,595 in 1921-22 to b,90' 
in 1926-27 1 

(/) Will Government state if this ‘‘ deplorable state of affairs ’ 
to use the vords of the last Quinciuennial Reimit* on Education in Ajmer 
Mer^^ala, is due to the fact that the Offieei, vho is Supeiintendent o 
Education both for Ajmei and Delhi, lives out of Ajmei-I\ler\Nard am 
only jiays occasional Msits to \jnier ? If not, to what is it due 

{(j) Are Govcinment aware that the people of Ajmei-Mei war, 
think that the first necessity ot Ajmei in the matter of education is t 
have a full time iully qualified educational officer as Superintendent o 
Education, Ajmer-Merwara to organise education in its vaiious grades am 
especially ot girls in the pro\ince of Ajmer without a\oidahle delay 1 

(h) Are Gcweinment aw aw that both the lo^al Administration am 
the people of Ajmer-Merwara think that the appointment of a singl 
Officer as Superintendent of Education for Delhi, Ajmer, and Centro 
India with Headquarters at Delhi, is highly detiimental to the educationa 
interest of Ajmer-Merwara, and that the educational needs of the peopl 
of Ajmer-Merwaia can iie\er be properly looked after b\ an officei wh< 
does not live all the year round in Ajmer ? 

(i) Do Government propose to consider the question of appointing, a 
soon as possible, a whole time Superintendent of Education for Ajmer 
Merwara only ? 

Sir Prank Noyce : (a) Yes 

(/>) The percentages enrolled were 77 and 35, respectively. 

(c) The figures given for Delhi relate to municipal board primar; 
schools The corresponding figures for Ajmer-Merw^ara are 301 and 783 
respectively 

(d) The figures quoted are for 1926-27. In 1928-29, the number o 
girls under instruction increased to 3,252, being 1 3 per cent of the popu 
lation 
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(e) Yes , but the decrease is only nominj\l as three of the schools were 
converted into middle schools and two small schools were amalgamated 
■vMth a central girls’ school at Ajmer 

(/) In the quinquennial report referred to by the Honourable Mem- 
ber, the backwardness ot girls’ education in Ajmer-Merwara is stated to 
be due in large part to puidah i estrictions, eaily marriage, lack of demand 
for the education of girls and the vant ot a separate female inspecting 
agency 

ig) and (/i) No 

(i) There is a whole-time Assistant Superintendent of Education for 
Aimer-Merwara and Government trust that when a whole-time Superin- 
tendent of Education tor Delhi, Ajnnn-Merv aia and C’entral India is 
appointed in the neai futuie the administiation of education in these 
areas will considerably improve 

Rai Bahib Harbilaa Sarda : Does the Honourable Member think that 
1 3 per cent of the girls being educated is a proper proportion m Ajmer- 
Merwara when in other provinces it is ten or 12 times higher t 

Bit Frank Noyce : I agree with the Honourable Member that the 
pioportion IS not satisfactory 

Dr Ziauddin Ahmad : It was stated that the Superintendent would 
be appointed at an early date May I ask what is the definition of at 
an early date ” 1 Will he be appointed in 1930 ? 

Sir Frank Noyce . I hope so, Sir 

Collection of Water in the Bisla Tank at Ajmer 

131 *Hai Sahib Karbilas Sarda (a) Is it a fact that water is 
allowed to collect m the Bisla tank Ajmei onl^ for thiee months after 
the rams for the benefit, and at the sole request’, of the Bombay Baroda 
and (Central India Raih\a\ Officei ^ to lufij) the wells in their comiioiinds, 
and then drained off ’ 

(b) Are Government aw^are that the re\enue authoiities of Ajmer 
opposed this request of the Railway authorities to let the water collect in 
the tank as being luinous to the owneis of land in the bed of the lake 1 

(c) Is it also a fact that the railway authorities agreed to pay 
compensation to such owmers of land for the injury done to them by the 
accumulation of water in Bisla ? 

(d) Do Government propose now either to stop collecting water in 
the Bisla, or make the railway authorities pay proper compensation to 
the owners of land in the bed of the Bisla tank ? 

Mr. A A. L. Parsons : I have made enquiries from the Agent of the 
Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway and will communicate with the 
Honourable Member m due course 

IurviDious Distinctions amongst Examinees for Selection Grade Posts 
IN the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 

132, ♦Mr. Baradlndn Mnkerjee ; (a) Is it a fact that, in the last 
selection grade examination held by the Director Geheral of Posts and 
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Telegraphs, a distinction was made between officials below 40 years of 
Age and above, by which the former were compelled to appear m four 
subjects, and the latter m two only ? If so, will Government kindly state 
the reasons justifying such a new departure in the matter of examination T 

(b) Is it a fact that the examination was postponed on more than one 
•occasion before it was finally postponed sine die 1 If so, will Government 
kindly state the leasons ? 

(c) Were anv complaints received that the time allowed for prepara- 
tion was inadeijuate m the case of those peisons who had to appear in four 
subjects 1 Is It also a fact that such examinees were denied any extension 
of time by the Diiector General though appealed to do so 1 Will Gov- 
ernment jilease state the u'ason for such denial ? 

Mr H A. Sams : (a) Yes The examination was the first of its 
kind and the distinction was made with a view to avoid hardship to the 
Acnior officials who, on account of their age, might perhaps have found 
it difficult to prepare tor the examination in the time allowed 

(h) The Honourable Member is referred to the reply given to parts 
(h) and (c) of Mr C S Ranga Iyer’s unstarred question No 245 in the 
Legislative Assembly on the 20th Febiuary, 1921) 

(( ) Yes It was not considered necessary to giant an extension since 
the examination related m the mam to matteis with which the candidate* 
were familiai and men ot under 40 years should have had little difficulty 
in prepaiiiig for the examination m all foui subjects in the time avail- 
able Moieo\(‘i, two oi the toui papeis weic to he <inswored vMth the 
help of books 

Redistribution of Areas of the Oriya-Speaking Peoples 

133 '•''Mr B N Misra * (a) Are Gov'^einment aware of 

(i) the recommendations of Mont-Foid Repoit in 1919 that a sub- 
province for Oiissa should be formed at no distant date ” , 

(iG the recommendations of the Simon (’ommission “ that the 
question of redistribution of the areas of the Oriya speaking 
peoples will be fiist coiisideied ” besides the long standing 
agitation of the Grivas and promises by Government in the 
same matter ? 

(h) If the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative will Government 
be pleased to state 

(i) wheiher they intend to make a redistribution of the Onya 
sfipalving areas on the existing mateiials before them, collected 
during the last 30 years , or 

(h) whether they propose to appoint a fresh committee of offimalp 
and non-officials to inquire into the same , or 

(ill) whether, in the latter case, Government are prepared to name 
the personnel and appoint such a committee immediately to 
begin their work T 

The Honourable Mr H. O Haig : (a) (») and (it) Government are 
Aware of the references to Orissa m paragraph 246 of the Joint Report, 
and of the recommendation of the Indian Statutory Commission that the 
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Boundaries Commission should be set up to investigate the mam cases^ 
iiicludmg Orissa, m which provincial readjustment seems called for. 

(h) The recommendations of the Commission are now being con- 
sidered by Government In the meantime I regret that I am unable to 
make any statement in reply to the points raised in this part of the 
Honourable Member's question 

Dr. Nand Lai : Is there any definite date on which these boundaries 
will be settled and its recommendation will receive appreciation t 

The Honourable Mr. H G Haig : No, Sir No definite date can be 
fixed for such a decision until the matter has been further considered. 

Dr Nand Lai : May I ask when that matter will be considered t 
May I venture to ask the exact date when consideration will be extend- 
ed to this matter ? 

The Honourable Mr. H G Haig : As I have already informed tho 
House, the Government of India are giving the most intense considera- 
tion to the whole question 

Mr B. N Misra : May I ask the Honourable Member whether at any 
rate it wull be done before the proposed Government of India Act is in- 
troduced in the House of Commons 1 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig . I am afraid I cannot give any 
definite assurance on that point until w’e explore the matter further. 

Dr Ziauddin Ahmad * Will the fixing of the boundaries of the 
North West Fiontier PioMiicc foim part of the terms of reference to 
this Commission t 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh • That question does not arise out of this. 

The Honourable Mr. H G Haig • I was not aware that the que«- 
tion of the boundaries of the Noith West Frontier Piovince was in 
issue 

Selection Grade Posts of Accountants and Assistant Accountants in 
Head Post Offices 

134 * Mr A H Ghuznavi : (a) Is it a fact that the Director General, 
Posts and Telegraphs, laid down the principle, as far back as 1927, of 
appointing passed accountants only to selection grade posts of accountants 
and assistant accountants in Head Post Offices T 

(6) Is it a fact that the Government of India are in agreement with 
the principle mentioned in part (a) 1 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state whether the selection grade appointments of 
accountants or assistants have been filled up by passed accountants in 
(i) Head Post Offices in India (including Burma), and («) also m the 
Calcutta General Post Office t 

(d) If the answer to part (c) be m the negative, will Government be 
pleased to state why it is not possible to transfer unpassed accountants, 
holding these posts, to the general line in the same grade f 

(e) Is it a fact that the post of accountants and assistant acconntants 
in the selection grade do not by themselves constitute a separate cadre ? 
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(/) Is It a fact that the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs, has 
issued orders for rotation of charges at regular interval and that no official 
van claim to lemain m a particular appointment indefinitely ? 

{g) If the answers to parts (a) and (/) be m the affirmative, will 
Government be pleased to state why the unpassed accountants have been 
allowed to hold the posts of accountants and assistant accountants m selec- 
tion grades in (i) an> Head Post Office in India (including Burma), and 
{%%) also in the Calcutta Geneial Post Office e\en after the issue of the 
recent orders ot the Go\ eminent of India on the subject ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : Information on some of the 
points ref ei red to has been called tor As soon as this is leceived a reply 
will be given to the wffiole question 

Siege of Dkhra Ismail Khan by the Police and Military 

135 *Dr. Nand Lai* (a) Is it a tact that .i portion of Dei a Ismail 
Khan town was besieged eompletel\ by jiolice and military from 1st 
to 4th June, 1930, and that no i)ody was allowtd to go from one stieet 
to another V 

(6) Is it also a tact that the afoiesaid action was taken under section 
344 of the Cnmina’ Pioct^diire Code ^ 

(() Is it a fact that' the local Bar at Dei a Ismail Khan made 
representation that the action, mentioned abo\e, was illegal ? 

id) Will Government be pleased to state as to what action has been 
taken against the officials concerned of Dora Tsinail Khan foi putting 
peaceful citizens of that town in trouble by the act described in clause (a"' 
above / 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig • («) No One portion of the Dera 
Ismail Khan city was isolated from the rest in order to prevent the inhabit- 
ants from taking unlawful processions to other areas 

ih) Yes 

(c) Not so far as is known 

(d) The action was taken undei the law and the question therefore 
does not arise 

Overcrowding of Third and Intermediate Class Carriages on the North 

Western Railway 

136 *Dr Nand Lai : {a) Is it a fact that there is considerable 
overcrowding in third class passenger trains over the North Western 
Railway ? 

{h) Is it a fact that there is overcrowding in the intermediate class 
in some of the mail trains over the .North Western Railway ? 

(c) If so, do Go\ernment propose to remedy this overcrowding ? 

jMbr A A. L. ParsonB ; (a), (h) and (c). A census of passengers on 
trains was taken by the North Western Railway in November, 1929, 
It was found that on 6 regular trams third-class carnages were fre— 
4 iuently' overcrowded Out of the 679 occasions on which a census was 
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taken, overcrowding in inter class carnages was found four times The 
Agent of the North Western Railway reported in January, 1930, that 
steps were being taken to remedy overcrowding by attaching extra 
carnages or, where this is not practicable, by restricting passengers 
holding tickets up to 50 miles travelling by certain trams on sections 
where ovei crowding occurs I am having a copy of this question and 
answer sent to the Agent, North Western Railway 

Dr Nand Lai : May I ask why concession m summei season between 
Lahore and Simla which was m vogue in previous yeais has been stopped 
by the Railway Department this year T 

Mr President : I do not think this supplementary question arises 
out of the question which the Honoiiiable Member has put 

Paucity of Letter Boxes in Simla 

137 ‘Xr Nand Lai . (a) Ts it <i leet that some ot the important 
suburbs of Simla aie without letter boxes, although a laige numbei of 
tax-pay eis reside in tho'-e localities ' 

(h) Aie Government prepared to provide at least one letter box in 
every important suburb of Simla ? 

Mr H A Sams : (a) No 

(6) Letter boxes have already been provided m localities where they 
are needed and where there is a demand for them No complaints have 
been received regarding a lack of letter boxes in important suburbs 
of Simla. 


Conveyance Facilities between New and Old Delhi 

138 *Dr. Nand Lai; (a) Is it a fact that there is no tram or bus service 
in New Delhi or between New Delhi and Old Del In ? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state whether I'he question of 
providing regular tram or bus service m the above mentioned town is 
receiving Government's consideration ’ 

Sir Frank Noyce ; (a) and (ft) The Honourable Member’s atten- 
tion IS invited to the reply given to question No 69, asked in the Legis- 
lative Assembly by the Revd J C Chatterjee on the 21st January, 1930 
The position has not changed since then 

Medical Attendance for Government Servants in Simla and Delhi. 

139 •Dr Nand Lai : (a) Will Government be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the names of all the medical officers 
specially deputed to attend on Government servants at Simla and Delhi, 
together with the hours and places ^xed for free consultation ? 

(ft) Is it a fact that some of the medical officers at Simla have taken 
their residences at out of way places and have fixed very inconvenient 
hours for consultation when the Government servants are in offices f 

(e) If answer to part (ft) be m the affirmative, are Government 
prepared to issue instructions that such medical officers should either 
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attend in the liipon Hohpital or fix consultation hours before 10 a m and 
after 5 p.M.f 

Sir Prank Noyce : (a) A statement giving the information required 
by the Honourable Member has been placed m the Library of the House 

ih) No 

(c) Does not arise 


Appointment to the Indian Service of Engineers of Students of th* 
Thomason Civil Engineering College. 

140. *Dr. Hand Lai : {a) Is it a fact that up to 1927 ten appoint- 
ments used to be guaranteed, every year, to top students of the Thomason 
Civil Engineering College and they used to be appointed diiect in the 
Indian Service of Engineers affei passing then final examination ^ 

{!)) Is it a fact that in 1928 only the first three boyg got direct 
employment m the Indian Service of Engineers ? 

(r) Is it a tact that, in 1929, it ^\as announced by the Public Service 
Commission that a competitive examination tor the Indian Set vice of 
Engineers amII be held 

(d) Will Goveiniiient be pleased to state whether any such 
competitive examination has since been held or not / 

(c) If the ans'Aci to pait (d) is in the negative, will Government be 
pleased to explain v\hv, recently, the Secretaiy of State made thirteen 
direct appointments instead of recruiting liom the Thomason Civil 
Engineering College ? 

(/) Will Goveinment be pleased to state as to whether, and if so, 
when, the rule and practice of gnarant'eeing jiosts and giving direct ap- 
pointments (m the Indian Service of Engineeis) to the top successful 
boys from the Thomason Civol Engineering College will be restored ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : (o) The number of appoint- 
ments which used to be guaranteed to the Thomason Civil Engineering 
College, Rooikee, up to the year 1927, was 9 and 10 in alternate years, 
but, as two appointments were usually allotted to the Indian Railway 
Service of Engineers annually, the number of recruits taken from the 
college for the Indian Service of Engineers was 7 and 8 in alternate years. 

(6) Yes 

(c) Yes 

(d) Yes, a competitive examination was held in February, 1930 

(e) Does not arise I do not know to what thirteen appointments by 
the Secretary of State the Honourable Member refers 

(/) The system of guaranteeing posts in the Indian Service of En- 
gineers to the students of certain engineering colleges in India was abolish- 
ed as there were certain serious difficulties inherent in the system, and it is 
not proposed, at any rate at present, to revive it. 

Dr. Nand Lai : May I venture to ask what were these serious diffi- 
culties alluded to by the Honourable Member t 
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Tii^ flonoyaralde ftir JoMpli ^lore There were mmy oomderftions, 
hut I hope my Honourable friend will agree with me that competition ii 
pftma fac%& a better system. 

Ordinance against Picketing Foreign Cloth Shops 

141. *Sir Cowasjee Jehangir ; fa) Are Oovetnment^ a%ato that 
the picketing of foreign cloth shops has been going on m the Indian part 
of the City of Bomba}’' for some weeks , that latterly picketing was 
extended to the principal European shops m the Fort area .i that very 
soon after the latter shops were subjected to picketing, Ordinance No 5 
(Prevention of Intimidation Ordinance) was put into foice on Monday, 
June 16th, by arresting the pickets 

{h) Are Goveinment aware that, before this Ordinance was put into 
force, very little inconvenience vas caused to the public m the Foit area 
by the pickets, and that the European shops lost little oi no custom due 
.to such picketing ? . 

(c) Are Government aware that, from Monday, June 16th, large 
crowds have been collecting outside the shop of Whiteai^ay Laidlaw & Co , 
Ltd , cn llornbv Road, to witness the arrest of the pickets, and it is 
alleged that a large number of innocent people wCre assaulted by the 
police on Monday, June 16th, without apparent provocation / 

(d) Are Government aware that the names arid addresses of a large 
number of such persons have appealed in the public press, with the 
names of respectable witnesses of such assaults ; that many of these 
assaults were committed at a considerable distance from the premises 
of Whiteaway Laidlaw & Co , and that an Indian shopkeeper was actually 
assaulted in his own shop ? 

(a) Will Government be pleased to state whether this Ordinance 
was put into force in the Fort area of Bombay at the instance of the 
Government of India under their powers of superintendence, direction 
and control or of the Local Government f 

The Honourable BCr. H. G. Haig : 1 am glad that the Honourable 
Member has given me an opportunity of dealing with a matter which I 
know has given rise to a good deal of feeling. The replies to his ques- 
tion are as follows 

1 (a) Yes. 

{h) The Government of India understand that picketing lU the Fort 
Area commenced about the 6th June They have received no special 
information showing the extent to which the picketing achieved its object 
of interfering with legitimate business , 

(c) and (d). The Pohee on several occasions have hyad< to disperse 
crowds which had collected m connection with the picketing^ and I 
understand that on some occasions certain persons who had no connec- 
tion with the disturbances received injuries 

The Ordii^n^ was extended to the Bpipbay ^ Pr^idency at .the 
request of the Local Government, and was applied by them to Bombay 
city under the authority thus conferred upon them The Government of 
India are fully in accord with the action ^taken by ^e GovCfJSiment of 
Bomb^,- I . . 

D7GPH<'T.A^ r 
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Dr. IfaBd I»al : In cases in "i?h^h,<«aecoiHling to tlio' admiaaion o 
OeYeftittient, innocent persons, who were not concerned in the picketing 
received injuries, have Government taken any effective measures so tha 
this practice may be abolished and policemen may not behave like this h 
future ! 

Th« Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig : I think I have already assumed th( 
House that I have no doubt that the Bombay Government are doia^ 
what they can to prevent any recurrence of such incidents 

Mr H. P. Mody: Are Government aware that, during the mil] 
strike last year, picketing accompanied by considerable violence Wtve 
systematically carried on and nothing was done to put a stop to it 
in spite of repeated representations ? 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig t I have not in my recollection at 
the moment precisely what happened I think I myself was on leave 
in Plngland at the time 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir : Are Government aware that, due to these 
assaults on innocent people on the 16th June, the reaction of public 
opinion has been of such a nature that the recurrence of such assaults i« 
bound to drive thousands of people into the camp antagonistic to Govern- 
ment and to force them to resort to violence, which will result in serious 
bloodshed 1 

The Honourable BIr. H. Q-, Haig : I think the position of Government 
was made sufficiently plain in the debate the other day, and I can assuie 
my Honourable friend that Government are fully aware of the state ot 
feebng in Bombay as explained by him 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh * Is it because the picketing of foreign cloth 
shops touches the pockets of vested interests m England that this 
Ordinance against picketing has been pi omulgated and applied to 
Bomba> 1 

The Honourable Mr. H. G, Haig : No, Sir It was in defence of the 
ordinary rights of the public to be allowed to do what they please 

Mr (4aya Prasad Bingh t May I know why peaceful picketing uu- 
accorapanied by violence has been prohibited by the Ordinance ? 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig : The matter was fuljy explained m 
His Excellency's statement, which accompanied the issue of the 
Ordinance 

BIr. M. B. Jayakar : Are Government aware that Congress volun- 
teers have been arrested even before thej* molested any purchaser for 
merely standing at the doors of foreign cloth shops ? 

The Honourable BIr. H. G. Haig : 1 am not aware that any action 
has been taken which is not justified under the law, and if volunteers 
have been arrested in conditions which did not justify their conviction, 
presumably they would not have been convicted by the Court 

Provision op Electhic Uohiib and Fans in toe |U|tiWAV prom Dohad 

TO BfUTTRA. 

142. A. H. Ghumavi t (a) Are Oovemmiwat awafe that tlie, 
first mixed train numbered 35 in the time table running 437 mdes At e 
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stretch from Dohad to Muttra on the Bombay, Baroda and Central India 
Railway has no electric lights or fans in the flwt and second class 
carriages ? ^ 

(5) Are Government prepared to take steps at an ewly date tQ 

rectify this position and provide electric lights and fans ! > > { ^ 

Mr. A. A. I*. Parsons : Government are kware that a few first and 
second class carnages on the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway, 
which are nearing condemning age but are still fit to run, are still light^ 
by gas, as it would not be economical to incur the expense of putting 
electric installations into stock which is likely to be broken up m a short 
time I presume the mixed tram mentioned by the Honourable Member 
IS one on which such carnages are used But it is the desire both of 
Government and of the Railway Administration to replace gas by 
electricity on all carriages as soon as possible. 

Law Degrees recognised by the Allahabad High Cou rt. 

143. *Mr Gaya Prasad Singh : (u) Is it a fact that the High Court 
of Allahabad does not recognise the degree of Bachelor of Laws of the 
Delhi University for the enrolment of pleaders under the said High 
Court ? If so, why t 

(6) Is it a fact that the Allahabad High Court recognises the law 
degrees of Calcutta, Dacca ana Patna Unnersities for the enrolment of 
pleaders 1 

(c) Are Government aware that the non-recognition of the law 
degree of the Delhi University by the Allahabad High Court operates 
as a serious hardship upon those persons who have taken their law 
degree from the Delhi University, but are not allowed to practise under 
the Allahabad High Court ’ 

(d) Will Government kindly explain the reason for this differentia- 
tion between the law degrees , and do they propose to take necessary 
steps to redress the grievances ot those persons of the United Provinces, 
who have taken the law degree of the Delhi University, but are not 
allowed to practise in their own itrovince ? 

The Honourable Mr. H O. Haig : The authority to make rules re- 
garding the qualifications and admission of pleaders in the courts sub- 
ordinate to the Allahabad High Court is vested in that Court under 
section 6 of the Legal Practitioners Act, 1879 The Government of 
India have no precise information on the point 

Dr. NaUd Lai : Can Successful candidates appear in any special tests 
so far as the enrolment of advocates or vakils under the Allahabad High 
Court is concerned ? ’ ) 

The HonourabU Mri EL G. Haig : As 1 have said» tbs Quveritment 
of India have no precise mfonnation on the point Tbe rules are piads 
by the Allahabad High Court. 

Mr; Gayb Prasad dibgh : Sir, I do not wish to ask question No. 144 
and I do not want that the answer should be on the record. So I will 
prCcced to ask question No. 145 ‘ 

t>bi4. • - 

fNot put by the que8f!wi|et'. 
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Exclusion of Indians in Advebtisement fob Assistant Surgeons. 

145. *Mr Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Has the attention of Govern- 
ment been drawn to an ad\erti8ement i^ubUshed m the Pioneer, dated the 
9th April, 1930, over the signature of Lieut-Colonel H E Stangerleathes, 
I.M S y Deputy Director General, Indian Medical Depai;tment^ New 
Delhi, inviting applications for admission into the Assistant Surgeon 
Branch of the Indian Medical Depaitment ’ 

(5) Will Government kindly explain why candidates must be 
Europeans or Anglo-Indians ” ? Why have Indians been excluded 
from admission ? 

(c) What are the names of the candidates so far admitted under 
the terms of the ad\erti8ement quoted above ? 

Mr. O M. Young : (a) Yes 

{h) As the Honourable Member is aware, the Indian Medical Depart- 
ment IS recruited from Europeans and Anglo-Indians only 

^c) A statement is laid on the table 


of Candidates ^elected for Admission as Medical Students 

L F Chnes, K N Plomer, OBJ Norris, Cyril IMeArthur Hogg. C 8 Goinez, 
L 0 EmiiiPtt, Cyril Andrade, C £ J Frederick, G J Nicholas, E W Shillontg, 
A P Maruff, J O Perrier, A W M Garrad, J A Basnett, D C Mayberry, 
VCD Siupnmn, D 8t Louis Little, B G Bamford, A D McLaughlm, F G L 
Brafiold, H Maher, W Ward, D D G Passanhn, 8 F D ’Costa, G A Burby, V A H 
Maclnnis, C J D Netto and A, F 8 Chatolior. 

Withholding of a Telegram in Champaran. 

146. *Mr Gaya Prasad Bingh : (a) Is it a fact that the following 

telegram despatched by Pandit Prajapati Misra (Champaran) to Babu 
Rajendra Prasad, on the 10th April, 1930 ^ Bipm Babu marched 14 

miles. Unique enthusiasm 3,000 volunteers enrolled so far information 
received Collections going on was withheld by the telegraph 
authorities as objectionable ? 

(b) What is the objectionable feafdre of this telegram, and who is 
responsible for withholding it 1 Has the charge of the telegram been 
refunded to the sender 1 

Mr. H. A. Samfi : (a) and (6) I have instituted enquiries and will 
reply to the Honourable Member when I am m a position to dq ^o 

Use of Indian Landing Grounds by a Foreign Air Service. 

147. *Mr GR3ra Prasad Singh r («)"^V5il Qoveamment kindly state if 

the British Government have given permission Butch airmen to use 
landing grounds m India for the * regular Amsterdam^ktaVia Air 
Service ! If so, was it with the coRseipt of the Go^ve^cnt^^t ,of ? 

(b) Why has a foreign ait* service been given the right to use re- 
gularly landing grounds in India , and what, if any^ wiH this foreign Air 
Service give as charges for the use of the landing grounds in India ? 
What is the total amount of chargeR-so fftr collected ifirom ^he Butch, or 
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any other foreign air service for using landing grounds or obtaining any 
other facilities m India ? 

The Honourfible Sir Joseph Bhore : (a) Yes 

(h) Under the convention relating to the Regulation of Aerial 
Navigation dated 13th October, 1919, to which both India and the 
Ncthei lands are parties, contracting States undertake, in time of peace, 
to accord freedom of innocent jiassage above their territory to the 
aircraft of other contracting States, provided that certain conditions are 
observed Landing and housing fees in accordance with the s<ialc for 
tht‘ time being m force will be payable Charges amounting to Rs 456 
in respect of the trial flights earned out in 1929 have already been 
preferred 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : May I now wh> this House was not con- 
sulted before giving pei mission to a foreign airship company to estab- 
lish a regular service in India ’ 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore . My Ilonomable friend is under 
a mistake There is no question of a foreign company establishing a 
service in India It was a trial flight carried out from Holland to Dutch 
Java There is no question of the establishment of a company to ope- 
rate flights between any two places in India 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh: May I take it that the Dutch Company 
has not been given permission to establish a regular service in India f 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore • Cerlainly not 

Dr Ziauddin Ahmad : Will the llonouiabJe Member consult the 
Assembly before giving permission to any foreign power ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore . I cannot bind myself to do that, 
but any expression of opinion b> this Assembly will be most carefully 
considered by the Government of India 

Contribution to the Press of a Letter on Martial Law by a Militart 

Officer. 

148. ^Mr Gaya Prasad Singh . (a) Are Qovernment aware that a 
letter signed C Turner, Major, for Brigadier General Staff, Southern 
Command was published in certain Anglo-Indian newspapers towards 
the close of May last, in which the wTiter discussed some controversial 
political questions relating to the administration of martial law in 
Sholapur t 

(b) Who IS the writer of this letter, and what are his antecedents T 

(o) Do Government propose to take any steps against' GOvcifdment 
servants publicly discussing controversial political questions in con- 
travention of the Government Servaats Conduct 'Rules f . . 

Mr. G M Young : (a) Government haVe seen the letter in ques- 
tion. ^ y . 

' (ft) ‘The ‘Officer who signed the lettet, as is apparent from the first 
part Of ray Honourable ^friend's question, is, a Major on the General 
Bt^ .of tbe Southern Command. Th^, letter issue^ on respon- 
gibilily of the ^uthem Command. ^ ’ 
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(c) Government see notliing objectionable m the subject matter o 
the letter, which was not, incidentally, intended for publication , bu 
they are considering the question whether there was a technical irregu 
larity m the circumstances of its issue 1 ma\ add that military officer 
are subject m this respect not to the Government Servants Conduc 
Rules, which are civilian rules, but to similar provisions contained in th< 
King's Regulations and the Regulations for the Army m India 

Mr. Gkiya Prasad Singh * May 1 take it that high officers of Gov 
emment are entitled to enter into highly controversial political topic 
in the public press while the lower grade members ot the sei vices ar 
prohibited from doing so 1 

Mr. O M. Young : Is my Honourable friend referring to military 
officers T 

Bir Gaya Prasad Singh : Yes, Sir. 

Mr G M. Young : There is no distinction between what highe 
military officers and lower military officers may do 

Special Allowance paid to certain Nurses in Burma. 

149. ’*‘Lieut -Colonel H A J Gidney : (a) Is it a fact that ladj 
nurses of the Q A I M N S doing duty m Burma are in receipt oi 
a special Burma alloAvanee — vtdf the Government of India's lettei 
No 2804|1|A.G.-I0 rAD.2). of the J8th January, 1929 ? 

(6) Is a similar allowance granted to members of the Indiai 
Medical Department employed in Burma ? If not, why not ’ 

Mr G. M Young ; (a) Yes 

(b) No, because it has never been represented that the basic pa^ 
of officers and warrant officers of the Indian Medical Department re 
quires to be supplemented to meet the cost of living m Burma 

Charge for Electric Installation in Quarters of Military Assistant 

Surgeons. 

150. ’'‘Lieut -Oplonel ri, A, J. Gidney (a) Is if a fact that Military 
Assistant Surgeons of the Indian itedic^d Department are called upoi; 
to pay for the electric inst^lation in their quarters ? 

(h) Is it a fact that each time a hewcomer enters these quarters h( 
IS called upon to pay a similar demand ? If so, why ? Are Governmen 
prepared to remedy this position f 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) and No capital charge is levied, bu 
Mibtary Assistant Surgeons, whose pay exceeds Rs 400 a month, ar 
required to pay rent for the electric installalioii in their quarters ^ 
long as they occupy them. The last part of {b] ^es not. ar^ 

Lieut-Oolonel H. A J. Gidney : Will the Honourable Member iW 
form this House whether this BleetHo ohhrgo; is confined to Indiapa medi 
eal men or whether it applies to other -I}epartment’8 Warrant Oilcera^ 

ISfr G Iff. Young: I should have io fqr notice of that 
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Arrests and Convictions in connection witr recent Political 
Disturbances. 

151. *Dr. Hiuad Lai : (a) Will Government be pleased to state hov 
many persons were arrested throughout India m the present civi 
disobedience campaign 1 

(6) How many of these ai rested v^eve con\icted 1 

(c) What IS the approximate number of the persons arrested an<3 
convicted in each province t 

(d) How many ladi^ vere ai rested and convicted throughout 
India in the present struggle ^ 

The Honourable Mr. H G Haig : I would refer the Honourabb 
Member to the reply given by me to Mr S. C Mitra’s question No 19 
I lay a statement on the table giving the figures of convictions by pro 
Vinces I regret that I have no information regarding the number 0 
arrests 


Statemont $howtn/j numbei of romirt(on<t tn ooiiTiectton uHth the Ctvtl Dischedtenci 
Movement from the 6th April to Idth June, 19S0 


Mantras 1,220 

Bombay . , 761 

Bengal 1,1 '37 

United Provinces 493 

Punjab 6S 

Binma 

Bihar and Onssa 483 

Central Provime<j .. 10 

Assam ^ . 40 

North West Frontier Province 
Delhi 45 

Coorg 


4,377 


Dr Nand IaI : May I ask for information m regarxl to the arresi 
of ladies f 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig * I think I promised yesterday tr 
obtain information regarding convictions of ladies I think it would 
be very difficult to get satisfactory figures of arrests 

Dr Nand Lai: Will you kindly fulfil youi promise within two 

days‘t ’ ' ' ' ^ 

The Honourable H. G, Haig : That, ^ir, I jam afr^^ I fi^nnoi 
undertake, , , * ^ 

'* ' ' ' ' • ^ / 

Alleged Pledges given by Sir NowiAN Bolton at fuajk^WA^ , 

Zlanddift ; (a) Is iL a fact ^that^ Bir Bolton, 

lato C%ie£ O^misBumer of North West Frontier Province, gave an 
t^ing to the. representatives of Peshawar that no person would be 
ior any ofehce done in coimectioii with the disturbahoes on 
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{h) Is it a fact that Sir Norman Bolton declared that liquot* shops 
will be closed for two months ? 

(c) Have the successors of Sir Norman Bolton, honoured the pledges \ 
If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Mr H O Haig : (a) No The Honourable Mem 
ber has in mind perhaps the undertaking given by Sir Norman Boltor 
that any person who gave evidence before any Committee of enquiry 
that may be appointed, would not be prosecuted on the basis of thai 
evidence 

(h) No 

(o) Does not arise 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : lhi> the assurance given by Sir Norman 

Bolton to a deputation of the members of the Municipal Committee oJ 
Peshawar ? 

The Honourable Mr. H. O Haig : That is, I think, the assurance 
that 1 mentioned here, that nobody who gave evidence before any com 
mittee oi inquiry would be piosccuted on the basis of that evidence As e 
matter of fact, so far as T know, nobody has been prosecuted merely 
for participation in the riots 

Firing’ AT a Funeral Procession in Peshawar 

153 *Dr Ziauddin Ahmad : Is it a fact that the funeral procession 
allowed by the Deputy Commissioner on 31st May, was fired at by the 
military 1 What was the reason for it t 

The Honourable Mr H. 0 Haig : The Honourable Member is re 
ferred to the reply given by me to part (c) of Mr S C Mitra’s question 
No 94 

Establishment op a High School for Girls in the North West Frontier 

Province 

154. ♦Dr Ziauddin Ahmad : Is there any high school for the edu- 
cation of girls in the North West Frontier Province ! If not, are Govern- 
ment contemplating to establish a high school ? 

Sir Prank Noyce : The answer to the first part of the question is 
in the affirmative The second part does not arise 

! 

Remission op Land Revenue in the North West Frontier Province, > 

155 *Dr. Zitiuddin Ahmad : (») Are Govertthaent aiYar^ of the 
remissions granted by the Punjab Government in land revenue in the 
seven Western districts of the Punjab according to the undertaking given 
by the Revenue Member in the Legislative Council in Atigust^ 1921 1 

(6) Has the Frontier Province got any li«gl<latrve‘’Oottnc5il where the 
queet^n of reassessment and reduction of Iwid revenue may he^discuSBed 1 

If the answer to part W he nega|ive^\will Government 

be pleased to mention the authorities or officers who discuss und4c^wft^^% 
question of reassessment ? 
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, , Ctov^rnmfin^ contemplate remitting land revenue m each 

felisil of the settled districts of the North West Frontier Province t If 
so, when and how much ? 

Sir Frank Koyc^ : (a) Yes 

(6) No 

(c) The officers eoneerned \Mth the piocess of reasaessinept are the 
Settlement Officei, the PeNeniie Comnnssioner Snd the Chief Commis- 
sioner The orders passed by the la‘>^ named officer are final, subject 
to the confirmation of the Go\eriioi Gcueral in Council 

(d) I would refer the Honourable Member to the assurance given 
by the Chief Commissioner in reply to a deputation which waited on 
him recently that the land revenue, water rates and local rates in the 
North West Frontier Province will not be, on the whole, higher than 
those obtaining m the Punjab and that the reassessment proposals of 
the Peshawar district wuU be re-examined m the light of the Punjab 
Land Revenue (Amendment) Act The Peshawar district is the only 
district in the province which has come under resettlement since ib^l. 

3Dr Ziauddin Ahmad : May f ask the Ifonouiable Member to define 
the words “ on the whole ” used m his answer t 

Sir Frank Noyce : I am sorry I did not hear the Honourable Mem- 
ber. 

Dr Nand Lai : May I ask if any practical step has been taken m 
connection with the remission of land revenue in the North West Fron- 
tier Provmce — specially the settled districte t 

Sir Frank Noyce : No, Sir , the question does not arise in the case 
of the districts which are nof under resettlement it is only in connec- 
tion with the Peshawar District, which is at present under resettlement, 
that the question of re-examining the assessment in the light of the 
Punjab Land Revenue (Amendment) Act aiises I think T am correct 
in saying that the othci districts in the North West Frontier Province 
come under resettlement in the course of the next few years. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : The Honourable Member said that the assess- 
ment will not be “on the whole higher than the assessment in the 
Punjab I should like to know' what is the meaning and significance of 
the words “ on the whole 

Sir Frank Noyce : For that, Sir, I should have to refer to the Chief 
Commissioner himself. 

Dropping of Bohbs on Enemies from Aeroplanes. 

156. ♦Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Was the question of throwing bombs 
from aeroplanes on enemies, who do not possess any aeroplanes; ever 
discussed in the League of Nations f 

Mr O BI. iTodng : A p?roposal that the' cohirai(*l|in^ patties should 
undertake generally not to ikunch weapons of o^epce ,6f an^ kind ^om 
the' air by means of aircraft was discussed and rejected by the prepara- 
tory Commission for the Disarmament Conferehce, but 1 can trace no 
proposal to prohibit the use of aircraft for bombing enemies who do not 
possess ai^waft 



i20 LXGISIATIVB ASSEMBLY. [15tH JuLY 1930- 

Rbcruitment of Heads of Departments in the North West Fronties 

Province 

167. ♦Dr. ZiaHddin Ahmad : Are the Heads of Departments in th< 
Frontier Province recruited from persons who have experience of the 
administration of the Province ? 

Mr E B Howell : In general the answer is m the affirmative 
Amongst the qualifications winch determine selections for appointmenl 
as Heads of Departments in the North West Frontier Province, a know- 
ledge of local conditions and experience of the Provincial administration 
naturally ranks high. 

Dr. Zianddin Ahmad : May I ask whether the Inspectoi General 
in the North West Frontiei PioMiice had an> cxpeneiice of the pro- 
vince T 

Mr E. B Howell : Which Inspectoi General ? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : The Inspector General of Police 

Mr. E. B. Howell , I understand he had no previous service in the 
province. 

Recruitment of Mussalmans in the Postal Service in the United 

Provinces 

158. *Dr. Ziatxddin Ahmad : Has the Director General of Posts and 
Telegraphs issued any circular that not more than 14 per cent of MusSal- 
mans be lecruited in the Postal Service in the United Provinces ? ' 

Mr H A Sams * No 

Dr Ziauddin Ahmad : I was given to understand that tliere was 
this circular Is it correct that no such ciicular was issTied I 

Mr H A Sams : I have alieady tohl tlie Ifonouiable Member that 
I ha\e issued no such instiuctions 

Post Office Cash Certificates 

159 *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : (a) What is the total amount oi 
investment in Post Office Cash Certificate^ in the year 1928-29 ! 

(6) What IS the amount of interest Government paid in the year 1929< 
30 for investment in Cash Certificates t 

(c) What 18 the rate of interest* which Government aotiially pays on 
Cash Certificates f 

(d) Are Government contemplaGuF the i8$ue of Cash Certificates o1 
smaller amount t 

The Honourably Bir Qeorge oenuster : {a) 4 ,ne amo^i uj 

money added to the total of, Post out^tandim 

in 1928-29 was Us, l,C0,50,O(to., to),4U outstanding at the end pi 
this financial year was Ub .32,3b,2^j()0Ci, , 

^(b} The total amount of bontts |«udtou Cash Certificates 
during 1929-30 was Rs 73, OC 000 
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(c) The rate of interebt now being allowed on uew Caah Cerlificates 
works out at 5J per cent, compound interest if the certificates are held 
for the full period of five years It they are repaid earlier, the rate is 
lower, t e f 4:^ per cent if held for tour 3 ^ears, 4;J per cent if held for 
three years, 3 7|8 per cent if held for two years and 3 1|8 per cent if 
held for one year No interest is paid if the certificate is cashed within 
a year 

(d) The matter is under consideration 

Dr 2h'auddin Ahmad : Has the Department ever worked out the 
actual rate of interest paid on Cash Oertiiicates — not the rate on paper — • 
and I think if that is worked out it \m11 not bo more than 3^ per cent 1 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster * It is a little difficult to under- 
stand what the Honourable Member means by the actual rate of in- 
terest paid It would not really be possible to know the actual amount 
of interest paid until all the Cash Oei tifieates were paid off, and the 
whole practice of issuing Cash Certificates baa been stopped No final 
calculation can be made until the wliole transaction is wound up One 
reason for that is that Casli Certificates, if held till maturity, are renew- 
able, and in order to calculate the amount of interest paid it would be 
necessary to know what is the linal eftcct of a Cash Certificate renewed 
again and again after five years It is impossible to make any calcula- 
tion on the basis suggested the Honourable Member, and all we can 
do at present is to get figures oi the actual bonus paid in each year. 
At the same time, as the Honourable Member is awaie, we have adopt- 
ed a rough and ready basis tor calculating the amount of interest due 
each ycar^ and piovision has been made in the Budget of this year on^ 
that basis That, however, does not represent interest pawl, but what we 
estimate amH be a fair calculation of the interest which is accruing 

Incorrbct Census of . Anqlo-Inj>uns. 

160 ♦Iiieut -Colonel H. A. J. Oidney : (a) Has the attention of 
Government been drawn to page 42, para^aph 60 of Volume I of the 
Report of the Statutory Commission, regarding the incorrect census of the 
Anglo-Indian community ? 

(b) If so, have Government considered the question of issuing ordera, 
through the Railway Board, to all lailway officials, and also to the heads 
of the yarmus Departments of the Government of Imlia, requeatiug them 
tp co-operate more closely with the census officers on the day the c^naus iS 
taken * 

(<?) If the reply to part (b) is in the negative, what steps do Govern- 
ment propose to take with a view to eliciting an accurate census ofiAi^lo- 
Indians f , , , , > ^ 

{d) Are Govertlttient aware that many Anglo-rndikna rettli*n them- 
sdves Ak Rntopeaifs in 'the 'Railways and other G^y^iTiment^D'dpartinentB 
ih Ihdia i If wliat action do Governhaent ' ‘prupdse to ‘take 4h order to 
prevent Anglo-Indians in Government service ' retuming^ theiKBielyee 
as Europeans ? ’ 

tte l^ononrahle Mr tt.' G. Haig J ^ ^ 

^ I f / 1 J < f; 
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(b) Suitable instructions have been issued as to the desirability oi 
cO-operation between railway officials and Oov eminent officials general 
Jy, and the Census autliorities 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) The answer to the first part of the question is m the affirmative 
For the coming census instructions have been issued that as far as 
practicable the enumeration of Europeans and Anglo-Indians should 
be carried out by tiained t numerators, who should, wherever i) 0 ssible 
be Europeans or Anglo-Indians. 

Importation and Sale op Spurious Drugs in India 

161 *Li6ttt..Oolonel H. A. J Oidney : Will Government be pleased 
to state what advance it has made ih respect to 

(a) preventing the sale of spurious drugs m India , 

(b) alterations of the Sea Customs Act to prevent the importatior 

of spurious drugs into India ; 

(c) the introduction of the Poisons and Pharmacy Act in India 

and 

(d) the introduction of a Mental Deficiency Act in India t 

Sir Frank Noyce : (a) to (c). The Govomment of India, aftei 
consulting Local Governments, liave appointed a small committee to en 
quire into questions relating to the importation, preparation and sal 
of impure drugs and chemicals and to make recommendations as to th( 
measures required to prevent adulteration and fraud The Committe( 
will also enquire into the necessity for legislation to restrict the profes 
Sion of pharmacy to duly qualified persons 

The matters referred to by the Honourable Member will be consi 
dered when the Committee Report has been received 

(d) This subject is primarily , ^ pn|e for Provincial Government 
under the Devolution Rules though the geneial question of the treat 
ment of mental defectives has for some time been under the considera 
lion of the Government of India The enactment of legislation on th' 
lines suggested would involve the establishment of special institution 
at very great expense, which considerations of economy preclude at pre 
sent. 

Lieut -Colonel H. A J Qidhey ; In reference to the Honourabl 
Member’s reply to part (a) of the question and considering the fact tha 
this matter has been under discussion for two years, will he kindly in 
form this House, how long it Will take the Government to come to . 
final decision f 

8ir Frank Noyce : I have informed the Honourable Member that . 
Committee has been appointed to •inquire intp tJ^e matter. They wil 
shortly commence work, and, have been requeet^d to submR t^eir 
port at the earliest possible date* Qoverntu^nt, wiH then > deal with th 
recommendations contained m that : , as expeditmqsly as * po^ 

sible. i r 

Li6nt.-Ooloiiel H A. J. Oidney : r^er^ce. to 

Member *s evidence before the Public Accounts Committee In wnich i 



QUESTIOKS AffH A^SWSBS.^ 


42a 


was stated tjhiat t^e Reports received trom Provincial Governments did 
not corroborate my charges of a large sale of spip*;ou8 quimne, wi^| Gov- 
ernment please place on the table the correspondence between {he !^o- 
vincial Governments and themselves on this matter ? 

sir FraitR Noyce . 1 ga^e no evidence befoie the Public Accounts 
Committee on this matter, 8ir. As regards the Nonourabler 
request that the correspondence should be laid on the table, I will exa- 
mine the point and see whether theie is any objection to that or not 

laetit.- Colonel H A. J Gidney : Tn regard, to operating the Sea 
Customs Act, will Government inform this House whether it is not pos* 
sible to effect the stoppage of importation of spuribus drugs into Indian 
ports by giving specific orders to the Customs Department ? 

Sir Frank Noyce : I must ask for notice. 

Li6ut.-Colonel H. A J Gidney * Will Govemipaent please inform this 
House what they have done 

BIr. President : Kindly pro<ieed to question No 162 

Lieut -Colonel H. A J Gidney : Just one mojre question, l§ir. 

Mr President • No debate is allowed on questions 

Grievances of Employees in the Lucknow Division of the East Indian 

Railway 

162. *Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J Gidney : (a) Has the attention o£ 
Go\ernment been drawn to the frequent complaints that have appeared in 
the Press and reports by the Railway Union to the Railway Board in regard 
to inequitable and invidious distinctions that are still being meted out 
between railway subordinates who were formerly employees in the old 
Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway (now East Indian Railway) and the former 
East Indian Railway subordinates serving in the Lucknow and Moradabad 
Divisions t 

(b) Is it a fact that the Labour Member of the Railway Board visited 
Moradabad in 1929 and inquired into a series of grievances of these 
employees 1 If so, what was the result of this inquiry, and are Govern- 
meiit prepared to assure this House that an early inquiry will be held 
regarding the present grievances in the Lucknow Division of the Bast 
Indian J^ilway 1 

Mr. A A ’ L" P&rfons : {a) Government’s attention has been dratm 
to a few such complaints 

(6) The Honourable Membei ’s attention is invited to the reply 
given to starred question No 896, on the 28th Mar^h, 1930, put by 
Maulvi Muhammad ¥akub, on the subject ot the aiquiry.made by Mr. 
Hayman at lyioradabafl The Agent, East Indian Railway^ will, be asked 
tp look; into, the complaints of the Lucknow Division , , 

• ( * » 

Appointment OF Outsiders TO GovaBM^NT , 

163 *Maiilvi Abdul Matin Ohowdhury (on behalf of Mr. S O. Mitra) - 
(kz) Will, Government please stRte if it is a fact tha^ the, last examination 
fo^ the a^isaoxL of outsiders tp the Government of India offices was held 
by the ^ul^Up Service CommissHm in 1926 ,t ,f r . 
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(h) Is it also a fact that cahdxdates above a certain age limit are n 
admitted to the examination t 

(c) Are Government aware that the fact that no examination has be 
held for the last four years for outsiders has deprived a large number 
candidates, that have become over-age during these four years, of t 
opportunity to compete for the appointments 1 

(d) Ts it a fact that since the Ist April, 1930, the vacancies intend' 
for outside candidates (under the new system) are being filled on 
provisionally pending the result of the next competitive examination t 

(e) When do Government propose to hold the next competitive exau 
nation T Do Government propose to relax the age condition m respect 
those outside candidates that have become over-age since the last compel 
tive examiziAtion was held f 

(/) Is it a fact that several unexpected vacancies occur in the D 
partments which are not intimated to the Public Service Commissaon 
time and for which they have no outside candidates on their waiting li 
of candidates that have passed the competitive examination t 

The Honourable Mr. H. Q. Haig : (a) Yes 

(b) Under the new lules, which come into operation from tl 
current year, candidates for the first and second divisions must be ov( 
20 and under 24 years of age when they sit for the examination, but tl 
Public Service Commission are empowered to modify these age limits < 
they think proper 

(c) Yes 

(d) Yes. 

(e) It IS hoped that a competitive examination will be held t' 
wards the close of the current year No relaxation of the age limit 
contemplated in the interests of thos^ who have not been able to appe£ 
by reason of no examination having been held since 1926 

(/) This occurs only in the <!ase of tempoiar} vacancies 
Apmission of Non-Geaduates to the Examination for the First Divisio 

pF THE GklVERNMBNT InDIA SECRETARIAT 

164 •Blaulvi Abdul Matin Ohowdhury (on behalf of Mr S ( 
Mitra) (») Will Government please state if it is a fact that dUt of th 
candidates that passed the last departmental examination held by th 
Public Service Commission for the Government of India office 
more than half were non-graduatee f 

(h) Did the noif^raduates pass by merit or by i^peoial ooueession t 

(c) Do Government propose to consider the question of removing th 
restriction against nOn-graduates for' the examinatioh for First Divisio 
of the Secretariat T If not, why not f 

The Honourable Mr. H Q Haig: (a) Yes. ' 

(b) No special concession was giveik/ ' 

(c) No. Government consider thqt'the possession of A degree o 
the Cambridge School Certificate Adiitd be the minimum edtu^atipna 
qualifications of candidates to bC Admitted to this examination. 
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Examinations pott Appo intment to Government op Indu OmoEs. 

165. ^Maulvi Abdul Hatin Ohowdhury (on behalf of |dr. S. C 
Mitra) (a) Will Government please state if they propose to n^alce ai^ 
change m the system or standard of examination for the Governmejii of 
India offices T ’ 

(h) If the reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, when do Govem- 
ment propose to make an announcement to this effect for the timely infor- 
mation of those concerned f 

The Honourable llr H G Haig : (a) and (h). 1 understand that 
the matter is under consideration by the Pubho Service Commission who 
will shortly publish full information regarding the syllabus and subjects 
of examination for recruitment by competition to such posts m the 
ministerial service as are likely to fall vacant before the 30th Septem- 
ber, 1931 

Candidates of 1922 for the First Division of the Secretariat. 

166 *Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohowdhury (on behalf of Mr. S. C 

Mitra) (a) Will Government please state if it is a fact that, for some 
years past, no distmetioii has been made by tlie Public Service Com- 
mission for the Fust Division of the Secretarial and Attached Offices in 
respect of educational qualifications or standard of examination ? 

(b) Is it a fact that all those candidates who had originally passed for 
the First Diiision of the Attached Offices wcie recentlv declared to be 
qualified for the First Division of Secretariat %l 80 , excepting only those 
who had passed in 1922 t 

(c) Do Government propose to remove this restriction in respect of 
the candidates who passed in 1922 ? If so, when ? If not, why not t 

The Honourable Mr. H. G Haig : (a) Yes 

(h) No declaration vas made, but those candidates who qualified 
for the upper division in these examinations and were appointed in 
attached (Offices are eligible for appointment as assistants in the Secre- 
tariat 

(c) The Honourable Member is referring presumably to those who 
passed in the separate examination held for the ^ recruitment of assist- 
ants in attached offices in 1922 I understand that the Public Service 
Commission have declared a few of them to be qualified for appoint- 
ment to the first division of the Secretariat after considering the special 
circumstances of each case Government see no reason to take the 
action suggested 

Memorial from tmb Ofucs op the Director General, Indian Medical 
Service and Other AttachiP) 

167. ^Maulvi Abdul Matin Obowdbury (on behalf of /Mr 8 0. 

I^Htrar)^ ; (a) WiU Gqvermuent please state ^ % feet that the 

office the Dbractor Genera^, Indian Medfcjd , ^irvioe, and other 

Attached, of India ^mpiwttea a memorial long 

for rev^on of their scale pf pay ^ ^ 

(5) What action h^ «o far. been taken hd the meawml and what 
is its present stage t 



426 LLGISLATIVt AShJbMBLY [15 tH JuLY 1930. 

{c) Is it a tact tliat the Aiiuy licaclquarteis offices are allowed higher 
8cal(‘ of pay ? Tf so, why 

(d ) Do ( h)\ eimiKoif j)ropose to bring the Ai m;^ Headquarters and 
Affaehifl Offic(*s on the some scale of pay 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig (a) A iiumcnol was submitted 
last >eai 

(h) and {([) A final decision h<is not \ef In * ii arii\<*d at 

(c) The lates of pa\ at Aimv I IcMchiu.i i fei <il\\a\s been 
somewhat highei than those* ])ie\ ailing in Attached Oftiees on tlie ground 
of the natiiie of the wnirk 

Memorial from imp. Ofuge of the Direc'tor General Indian Medical 
Si rvk e and other Atiactied Offices 

i()H “**Maulvi Abdul Matin Chowdhury (on Indial* it Mi S G 
Mifra) ((/) Will (loveiiinnmt tileasc* stall if it is ti taet tli.it tiie piiii- 
Ciple of “ eipial i ( miinei at ion toi simihii hiboni ” hiid doA\ n b\ the 
Seeietaiv of Stab* <iii(l (pioted in the m<‘mu»ial ot tin* oflu ot the 
Diiector (b'lietal Indniii M<*du*al Seivui* is follow td 1)\ the Go\(‘iii- 
ment ot Iinha in tixiiur s(<iles of ])<i\ ? 

(h) Is it a faet tlnit in pursuance of the same principle equal rates 
of pay are allowed to 

(0 all Dei)<iitm(‘nts of the Goveinment of India , 

(ii) all Branches ot the Aimy Headquarters , 

(ill) all Attached Offices 

(c) Do Governmmit ]uoj)ose to appl> the piinciple (jeneraily to all 
the offices of the (}o^c^nment of India Secretaiiat, Army Headquarteis 
and Attached Offices ? (s it a fact that recruitment for all of these 
offices IS made from flu* sami* class of people, by the same agency and 
through tlie same examination ? 

{d) Do Go\ernment piopose tn have this question thoroughly 
examined by flu* Hetrenchment Officer or a special committee ? Tf not, 
•why not ? 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig : (a) Yes 

(h) Yes, wherever the labour is similar 

(c) The answer to the fust part of this question in the negative 
and to the second pai t in the affirmative 

(d) No The question has often been examined 

Business done by the Imperial Bank of India 

It)') ’•Maulvi Abdul Matin Chowdhury (on beludf ot Mi S 
Mitra) Wdil (loveinnu'nt be pleast*d to state 

(a) the total of the daily Government balances deposited with the 
Imperial Bank of India and the total interest earned by the 
Bank on such deposits during the last financial year , 

(h) the ap])io\imate \alue of the banking service rendered to the 
Government by the Imperial Bank , 
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(c) the amount ot the public debt and w^curiUes managed by the 
Bank on behalf of 

(t) the Government of India, 

{^i) the Provincial Governments , and 

{d) the total remuneialion leceived by the Bank on account 61 
the management of public debt and securities f 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster . (a) The total Govemment 
balance Avith the Imperial Bank of India is not calculated daily as tlic 
amount of work iiivohed in biinmn^- together each day the results of 
transactions at all branches throughout India would be considerable and 
no useful puipose ^\ould be s(‘i\(m 1 in making these calculations. The 
amount of the Go\einiiH‘nl balain (‘ on Friday- each week is shown in 
the weekly statement issmd li\ the Impel lul Bank of India and the 
amount of the closing bal uiee at the end ot each month .s shown m a 
statement issued moiithlv hy llie (’ontiollei of the Ciiiiency It is im- 
possible to calculate accuiately (li(‘ amount of interest earned by the 
Bank on the Go\einment balances as these deposits are merged with other 
deposits of the Bank for the purpose of their business and at certain 
ptuods of the } cai the Bank cannot employ its funds fully 

(h) It is impossible to assign a definite value m money to the bank- 
ing service rendeied to Go\ erumcot, but it is estimated that the actual 
cost to the Imperial B<iiik ot maintaining the Government account is 
about Rs 21^ lakhs per annum In addition services on both sides arc 
rendered, the ealue of vhndi cannot be leckoned in monev 
(c) (i) About 400 cioies 
(ii) About 16 erores 
(d'* About 7 lakhs 

Management of the Imperial Bank op India 
170 *Maulvi Abdul Matin Chowdhury (on behalf of Mr S C Mitra) 

Will Government be pleased to state whether Government have any right 
of intervention in the management ot the Imperial Bank of India besides 
what IS provided tor in clause 14 ot the agreement between the Secretaiy 
of State and the Bank ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster Government have the right 
of appointing the Managing (^ovelllOI^ and nominating four unofficial 
membeis of the Central Boaid ot I lie Bank In addition the Controller 
of the Currency ic an ex-otlicio number of tlie Cential Board wuthout 
a vote 


ELECTION OF ^MEMBERS TO THE GOVERNING BODY OP THE 
INDIAN RESEARCH FUND ASSOCIATION. 

Mr President Members will now proceed to elect two members to 
12 Noon Governing Body of the Indian Research 

Fund Association m place of Sir Purshotamdaa Tha- 
kurdas and Pr Moonje who have ceased to be Members of the House. 
There are four candidates whose names are printed on the ballot papers 
which will now be supplied to Honourable Members in the order in 
which I call them 


jf 


L7CPB(LA) 


(The ballot was then taken.). 
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Mr M R Jayakar (Bombay City Non-Muhammadan Urban) Sii, 
I move that the Bill to declare gams ot learning by a Hindu to be his 
separate property, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into 
consideration 

Tins Bill, Sir, was introduced about a year ago in the Simla Session 
It is a revival of an exactly similai Bill which was introduced about 30 
years ago, about the year 1900, m the Madras Legislative Council by a 
lawyer of great eminence, Sii V Bashyam Aiyangar^ and the principle 
of the Bill, without tiring the patience of my non-lawyer friends here, is 
this — that all acquisitions made by a member of a Hindu joint family bv 
the aid of the learning and of the education which he got with the help 
of the family funds will be declared his self acquired pioperty, so that 
his widow and his daughter become entitled, in case lie dies without a 
male hen, and not the joint family That is the x^rinciple of the Bill 
The main object of the Hill is to clear up the present difficulty and un- 
ecrtdint\ of the law which causes very harassing and expensive litiga- 
tion in the courts ol India Incidentallv 1 maj mention that my jiurpose 
also IS to benefit the women lieirs of the acquirer of the x>Loperty At 
present they do not get any share in such propeity because it passes into 
the hands of the Hindu joint family They only get the right to reside 
in the lamilv propeitv and to be maintained out of that, and I am anxious 
that these* gains and acquisitions made bx a member of the Hindu ]oint 
family entiioly xvith the aid of his brains and intellect, although he 
might ha\e been educated with the fund« of the family, should be regard- 
ed as self-acquired property I shall explain the ]>resent law^ very briefly, 
so that Honourable Members may follow how far mv Bill proceeds, 
because mv Honourable friend to my light (Sir Han Singh Gour) is going 
to contend, T imagine, that the Bill does not go far enough I admit it 
does not go far enough, because I think it will be adxisable in these 
days to proceed xvith such measures cautiously and not to take a big 
jump The present law is this Tf a member of the Hindu joint familv 
educated with the funds of the joint family, supposing he is sent to 
England to qualify for the Bar or for the Indian Civil Service, or any 
such examination, oi is trained in India for any profession or career and 
then he acquires, with the aid of that education, any riches afterwards, 
all those riches, under the present law, become the acquisition of the 
joint ITindu familv The law will appear to my Honourable friends in 
clear light if they turn to a case which T have stated in mv Statement 
of Objects and Reasons T do not think Honourable Members have that 
Statement before them on the present motion, but I should like to call 
their attention to a specific case which shows the great uncertainty and 
also the unfairness of the law as it stands at the present moment T shall 
quote from the Statement of Objects and Reasons to illustrate mv point 

‘ In n ruh fsiiah ttie ti'rc'ient taw otfera a premium to extravagance idleness and 
por))ftu\l rlH(ord Injustice is hianlfeAtlv gftlHng Take for instanee a case in 

vhi(h a fuller has three sons and incurs the same expenditure on their education 
H(‘ sends them ill to England to be edneated for the Indian Civil Service One is 
■uccesBful, the other two fail Of the two who fail, one takes to trade and the other 
is uniMllmg to do anv work and remained idle. The trader earns a hirge fortune 
which the present law allows him to keep to himself because his education in E^and 
was for the Cl\il Service and not for trade, btrt otii of the earning^ of the 
Who became successful, two rfhate# are olahtied, one by thb trader and th« otlntr By 
the brother who remams idle ” 

( 428 ) 
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This 13 the present law I am gi\ mg a very typical case, and if I may 
say so without exaggeration, the pieseiit law offers a premium in favour 
of the drones of the family, and it is a great handicap on those who 
make a successful use of the family property. It practically tells them, 
Because you have successfully used the family funds as against those 
who have successfully Wasted the iamih funds, on that ground you must 
contribute all your wealth to the geneial funds of the family I am 
not concerned with the morality ot the question tor the moment because 
we are not here sitting as a moral body or an ecclesiastical court I am 
only concerned as a practical man with the great uncertainty of the 
present law and the expensive litigation which it causes I ^vlil illustrate 
my point Supposing a coparemier ot this description earns money I 
am taking a hypothetical case which very often occurs m courts 
Supposing he goes to Bombay from the mofussil ^^heIe the joint family 
li\es, and is called to the Bar — 1 will take the case of the profession to 
v/hich I belong He earns a large income for sav 25 years at the Bar 
and accumulates wealth, and the other members ot the familv, remain 


quiet during his lifetime and do not move at all The acquiiei is there- 
fore quite secure in the feeling that, undei the present law, after his 
death his income will go to his wife or to his daughter, or to whoevei 
his heirs may be The trouble however aiises m most cases, if I may 
speak fiom mv own expeiience, after his death He dies in Bombay 
leaving say a few lakhs of rupees The very next month his coparceners, 
v\ho have been living absolutely idle or luxurious lives in the mofussil 
home, send a notice to the widow saving that all that property which the 
acquirer died possessed of in Bombay is joint family property and there- 
fore the widow has no claim on that property, but is only entitled to a few 
sarees now and then and to go back to the village home of the family 
and to claim a residence there The trouble invariably arises, except in 
a few exceptional cases, after the death of the husband of the widow, and 
then this poor widow is dragged into a court of law She has possibly 
no knowledge of how the money was acquired , it might have been 25, 30 
or 35 years ago and possibly no accounts were kept The widow or the 
daughter, as the case may be, is absolutely defenceless The coparceners 
file a suit and then generally, as mv lawyer friends know, the matter is 
referred to a Commissioner as ho is called, and the case drags en a most 
^^ary existence for, say, four or five years My Honourable frien^, 
who are lawyers, know the harassing nature of such litigation and the 
trouble‘< the Hindu widow is put to on account of her having to he on 
the defensive I will therefore read i few remarks from my Stetcraent 
of Oh]eets and Reasons in which T have stated this point in a nut-shell 

“ Thi> Blit will aho have the effot of preventing an inquiry into the ctaraeter of 
the oduration nnd the menus bv whirh sueh education w.in imparted The diffieul^s of 
such an imimn in any suit concerning the property of the acquirer are enormo^ 
'“peeiallT aheii it taliM place after the death of the acquirer and many y^rs after 
,hi completion of his education In most cases such an inquiry is very 
when conducted at the eiponse of the estate and with a helpless widow or daughter 


on the defensive ” 


I will mention one more point According to the present rules relat- 
ing to the giving of costs, even if the coparceners are hot successful, un- 
less the case was Conducted in a very flagrant and obstructive manner, 
Hie costs miy be decreed to come out of the estate Therefore the 
icoparceners foel more or less certain about the expenses of the litigation, 
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e\(*ri if they lose That is the piesent law, and it is m consequence of 
this that X thought it de>.irable that this unceitainty and injustice of the 
law sliould h(' removed hurther i will tell ruy llonouiable Xi lends how 
the uncertainty is encouraged I would draw attention to one aspect 
of the extraordinary rule differentiating between the acquusitions of 
general education as opposed to sjiecial education A man can keep to 
iiiniself ])ropeity gained as the result of the acquisition ot general educa- 
tion, but if th(‘ education proceeds further and becomes special or pro- 
fessional education, the aiqinsitions ot such education are regarded as 
joint taniiiv propmt} Tims if a man pioeeeds ii]) to the BA — I am 
taking one of the standards ot our Universities — with tlie aid of the 
general family funds, and he acquires any property for himself as a BA, 
he can keep that to liiniself under the ])iesent law, but if he becomes an 
LTiB, which imsins two viuiis more, it he goes to a law school and gets 
qualifu'd as a \aKd, oi an iidvocate then aB his acipiisitions ac((Uired tliere- 
after become joint f.iniih jiropertv The result is a mass of unceitaintj as 
to what IS (’\peit education, special education, or technical education, as 
against general education The words ,ire exti aordinanh difficult to 
inteipiet or explain because it will all depend upon the tai ts of the case 
I Will heie lead to ni\ TTonourable friends the follow iiil^ temarks from 
lYiv Statement of Obiecfs and Reasons which illustrate the ditYicultv of 
determining w'hat in a ])artieular case is special education and what is 
ordinal y education 

‘ Thi' of cdia ition \ iran ui flilToreiit loc ilitu'fl, in different classes and 

cbffcuut fiiiuhos It IS ilso siiiftiiej! troin tune to tone. What nugtit <it one tunc'' tie 
7(1>. tided IS {\triordnniv ('ducntion tiecomes ordinari educ ition after tht lapse of 
Moiuf ^C!^rs, uid uh.it might bo ordin.iry t*du(i<ition in the case of a uealthv familv 
would he (. Uraoidiju.im cdm.ition in i famih of s<nnt'v means The result ts a 
groat bin iM l4iint> of tho prosont law Jt is impossible for iiu person w)io 
aaiums jirojicrfc tii lus lo.irning to feel <iin iertaint\ tti.it his earnings would be 
rogud(d IS l.is own, and the umort.nuty is greater it tht distinction drawn bt tween 
ordinan <uid t\t laordiii ir\ guns of learning is borne in nnnd ’’ 

1 may mention, if I do not tire too much the patience of my Honour- 
able friends, that further difficulties arise consequent on the permuta- 
tion and eomhination winch takes place, with the result that, if I may 
say so without disies])ect to the profession to which I belong, lawyers 
only piospei and families go to luin I am therefore anxious, Sir, that 
wc should carry this lemedial measure in the course of the day, and I 
am partieiilarly anxious, now that we have had the benefit of an expert 
Select Uommittee to w'hieh my llonouiable friend, the Imw Member, 
belonged, and now' that that Committee has practically appi'hved the 
(uitire Bill and has made only a few amendments here and there, that 
this Bill should go through I see that a verj insidious amendment has 
been given notiee of by mv Honourable friend, Mr Acharja for circulat- 
ing Ili(‘ I^dl for eliciting opinion thereon Now with great respect to 
him T sa\ tha<^ is an insidious amendment because the effect of that will 
be to kill the Bill Honourable M^frihers are aware that all Bills which 
are not passiul during the tenure of this House will lapse, with the result 
tXiat somebodv else later on in the Assembly, either mv^self, if I happen 
to be there, or somebody else will hAve to revive the Bill Therefore, the 
whole attempt on the part of my Honourable friend, Mr, Acharya, under 
the innocent gnise of seeking to elicit public opinion, is to kiU the Bill, 
and that w dl be the result if the House accepts h^s amendment I should 
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lidve very gladly considered tins aiiieiidiiient if the result of that had 
been to throw more hght on it and not to kill the Bill entirely I am 
awaie that this Bill does not go tar enough Foi instance, as Di 
Gour will inform the House later on, it does not deal wuth the difficulty 
ot the onus ot proof These die «dl technical questions and I do not wish 
to wear^ the House with them 1 have left out these matteis, important 
as they are, because 1 know one bite is enough at a tune If this Bill gets 
through, then we would have ji^issimI something v\hieh was befoie the 
public 30 } ears ago This Bill, ,is I told 1113 Honuuiable fi lends in mv" 
opening remarks, was intiodueed 111 the Madras Legislature by bn V 
Bash^mm Aiyangar, a man ol gieat distinction in thoso dajs and even 
now, whose memoi^ is ii'Viued v\ ith all respect and honour bv the pio- 
fession of the law^ He had brought forward this Bill It passed the 
Legislative Council in those da^ s, about the >ear 1900 I mav he wrong 
by aj'Car or two Then it was not allowed to ])roeeed fuithi'r beeause in 
those days, 30 yeais ago, doubts were raised wdiethei the times weie 
appropriate and ripe tor sueh a measure Personal attacks were made 
upon Sir V Bashyam Anangar on tlie ground that he was a member of 
a joint Hindu family T am glad to say that I am not a member of a 
joint family and therefore not liable to be judged in that wav^ The 
result was that the Government then said that, having regard to the 
times, this Bill should not be allowed to become law and the Bill was 
vetoed by the Governor Now, we have proceeded 30 years beyond that 

I will give my Honourable friends one more instance to show that 
we are not adopting any extraordinary principle contrary to the rules of 
the Hindu law Now, take the h vfiotlietical case which I gave to the 
Honourable House Supposing a Hindu acquiies property' with the aid 
of sueh education, even under the present law he can ask tor separation 
and the partition of the propertv, and no one can prevent him from 
doing so And at that partition the other members of the family eannot 
insist that he must bring back or allow to be debited to his share, the 
money spent on his education Nobodv can make a elaiin like that 
that is the law It ma^^ seem to lx a somewhat oxtraordinarv law, but 
the fact IS that nobody can prevent him from getting that partition and 
in that partition nobody can say that the money which was spent on his 
education should be debited to his account or should be hi ought into 
hotch-pot That contention wull not lie in the mouth of the family be- 
cause that is not the law The result is that only the more delicate-mind- 
ed people suffer The more selfish people, the moment they begin to 
acquire money, give notice that thev want to be separated and the whole 
of the law is evaded The Pnvv rouncil have made this process more 
easy by ruling that any unequivocal intention is enough to constitute a 
partition The result is that more selfish people, the moment they are 
educated with the aid of the joint family, and see a prospect of making 
money or have made money, at once give notice for partition, with the 
result that they evade the divisioji The more cultured, the more 
affectionate and tender minded do not do that, with the result that, on 
their death, trouble arises and causes a great deal of litigation As I 
said, the case is taken into a court and, like the old Cbancerv cases, of 
England, which became a scandal in ancient times, it dOeS not emerge out 
of it for 6, 7 or 8 years During this time a Receiver is generallv appoint- 
ed of the property and he allows a few rupees to the lady wffiose husband 
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left several lakhs of rupees. The Receiver collects, all the rents , the 
widow IS dispossessed and only gets a few rupees a month for her 
maintenance. This, Sir, is the present state of law. 

Now, mv Bill reino\es all th(‘se diflheulties I would like to iii\ite 
Honourable Members’ attention to clause 3 of the amended Bill which 
inns tlius 

'• \(ii It iaaiulnig ,iit\ I ii^tuiii, iul(* oi interpretation ot the Hindu Ijju, no 
gaiTH or loniniiig shall be Indtl not to l>i tfie extlusi\e and m< paratt ])roj>ert3'’ *^*1 
noquirei iiicreh b\ reason ot 

(n) his learning hiving been, in whole or in part, imjiarted to him b\ iny 
nuanber, Ining or du eased, of his faniilv, or with the aid of the |omt 
lauds (it his tuudy, or with the aid of the funds of any member theieot, 
01 

( 0 ) hiinstil OI Ills lamilj li iMiig, while he was acquiring liis learning, beiu 
III iiutuuie<l or sujipoitid, wholh or m pait, t)\ tin ]omt funds of liis 
tiniil\, 01 b\ the lands (tf uiy mcmbii tluieof ’’ 

The lavt Ctise, as tin* House will observe, is most extraordinary A mau 
was sent to England ior the purpose ol edueation He earned Ins own 
liMug and maintaintd Jiirnsell and obtained his education lie came 
back, and made a laige loitun<‘ The claim wms made on the most extra- 
ojdinar\ ground that, while he wds in England, and although his educa- 
tion thote tvas aciiuiK'd with moneys which he earned there, his wife and 
children in India weie maintained during his absenee with the aid ot 
some funds belonging to a brothei Therefore, owing to this maintenance^ 
all his tuture earnings became the ]oint fainilv propcrt\ Sii, the 
doctrine has been pushed to such an extravagant extent and it has, 
of course, caused a great deal of irritation I can say from my own 
knowdedge* of the membets of a .mint Hindu family and the wa> in wdiich 
they In e that there is a perpetual atmosphere of discord and suspicion, 
and siibteifiiges are ado])ted in order to conceal purchases and invest- 
ments bv the property being purchased m the name of some benami 
person in older to prevent anv trace being left that the property was 
purchased wuth the funds of the acquirer They adopt subterfuges of 
a most extraordinary kind and it is difficult in a court of law to unravel 
or unclothe them except after a considerable amount of evidence, 
which means money I can assure my Honourable friends that all this 
causes chrome discord and emhit ferment in loint Hindu families I 
submit therefore that it will lead to great deal of amity and goodwill 
in the mint Hindu families if w^e eonld make two things clear m the 
present law If Honourable Members wull turn to sub-clause (c) of 
clause 2 they wull find that I have removed all difficulties and urn 
cei faintios Tt runs as follows • 

“ ^Loarnmg ’ means education, whether elementary, technical, scientific, special 
or gonei i], md training of every kind which is usually intended to enable a person 
to pursue am trade, industry, profession 9T avocation In life 

fh^refoye all tl^esc distmctiou^, wb,e|;her they are special ^ains pf ^ener^l 
education or the special gams of extraordinary education, or the ordinary 
gams of such education, all these jnqpmes which take place in a CLonrf 
of law are in one sw'eep cleared away. will now be no dietinc- 

tiops between different kinds of learning and the process Will be vepy 
much simplified 
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So far I have dealt vith the clauses of the Bill This Bill was 
lelerred during the Delhi Session to Coii;unittee consisting o): Jflie 
Honourable the Law Membei, Mr K C. Neogy, Mr N. C Kplhftr* 

Sahib Uarbilas Sarda, Sir Purshotaradas Thakurdas and niysjolf* 
Honourable Members will agiee that it was a very strong committee con- 
sisting mainly of lawyers We purposely put in a business man 
Purshotamdas Thakurdas) and we went into this question very minutely 
More than two sittings weic held Honourable Membcis wilj hnd that 
the Bill has emerged from the (/Ommittee with no alteration except one 
or twm foimal ones The Seh'ct Committee says 

“ Th ^ oiil} ( haiiges ninth we h.ive introduced into the Bill ire of m foinial 
nature, not affecting the 8ubbt<iutc ’ 

In clause 3 they say 

“ Wc thinh thrit the Bill h.is not been bo iltered to renuiro re publuation, .md 
we rctonimend th it it be ]) isned as now amended ” 

There is only one dissenting minute Therefore, it is clear that the 
Bill has received the apjiroval of a strong and representative commit- 
tee which had good legal and business talent available at its disposal 
The only point on which mv Honourable friend, who is absent, Mr 
Kelkar, dihered in his minute was tins It is a very narrow point I 
shall explain wdiat that point is and why the Select Committee did not 
agree Avith Mr Kelkar \ view Mi Kelkar ’s ]) 0 ]nt, as stated in this 
short minute is that the man who is dealt wuth in this Bill, namely, 
acquirer, the man who acquiios iiches with the aid of the joint family 
funds, ought to be made to ])av back whatever money wms spent on bis 
education That w^as Mr Kelkai ’s point At first sight it seems very 
equitable 

An Honourable Member • Why ? IIow^ is it ? 

Mr. M R Jayakar . 1 say at first sight, it seems to be equitable, 
but considered in greater detail the difficulties are immense. First of 
all, I will say, it is not in contoimitj wuth the present law^ As I told 
my Honourable friends even under the present law, there is no obliga- 
tion on the pait of the acquirer to paj back the expenses of education. 
Even undei the present law, as it stands, if the acquirer, chooses to claim 
a partition, the law will not oblige him to give back the monej^ There- 
fore even under the present law, there is no eqnitv that he should pay 
back the money He has onlv to claim a partition and the law allows 
it, on the bases of the propertv as it exists He takes the whole pro- 
perty including the amount spent on his education That is the first 
point which has to be remembered the alleged equity is only seeming 
and not in accordance with Hindu law Take the point further 
Supposing the acquirer has the benefit of a maintenance allowance from 
his brother during the time he was being educated, the brother cannot 
ask for the return of the maintenance allowance spent ; he cannot get 
back the accumulated money that ’has lieen spent for his mamtmiance 
If he claims partition under the present law, the brother cannot claim 
back this amount All the acquirer has to do is to send a notice of parti- 
tion and he escapes with the whole of his earnings, inclmiing the money 
spent for his education There is no oWigatjon ^ part to P?y 
back to the family. The Hindu law doe^ not regard it aa„^n gqu^table 
obligation A greater difficulty which I want my Honourable fnends to 
Vo o rt/^«fvat.Tr mlo wntild h Arfl«;RTnPTir Ann IltlffatlOn. 
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which it IS one of the objects of the Bill to prevent bupposing the 
acquirer is dead and the case goes to a court ot la\V The Court will 
have to inquire as against his widow, fiistly what is the amount spent 
on his education 1 Secondly, how much of it was spent on his general edu- 
cation , thirdly, how much of it was spent on his special education , 
fourthly, how much ot it was responsible for oi was the diiect cause of the 
money which he acquired oi how much of it was the indirect cause X 
means a long and harassing enquiry which my Bill seeks to avoid All 
such inquiries will bo opened up if Mr Kelkar’.s point is to succeed Now, 
take a case where this enquiiy goes to a court of law 25 years after the 
acquirer earned the inouej Supposing a man lives for 30 vears The 
question does not aris<‘ during lus liletime Thiity years later, the 
widow will have to prove by oral oi documental \ evidence — possibly uo 
documents weie made oi they have been destroyed during these 30 years- — 
what money was ‘^nt to her husband to England foi education, what 
money was sent to him when he was studying in the Elphmstone College, 
how' much ot that was spent on expert education and all these things Is 
it fair or just', I ask my Honourable friends, as men of common sense, 
that the widow should be put to all this harassing enquiry 30 yeai*s 
after ? The result of that will cause the mischief of feeding lawyers 
m court houses, which I am tiying to avoid 1 do not think pro- 
fession will feel very grateful to me for having brought this Bill before 
this House I do not think it is necessary further to point out wdiat the 
result will be if this House accedes to Mr Kelkar's minute of dissent 
All that I am trying to secure, namel} , certainty and clearness of the law, 
all that benefit wull be gone Besides, as 1 said just a few minutes ago, 
that IS not the principle which is accepted b> the Hindu law% that the 
money spent on a copaiconer’s education is to be regarded as a debt which 
he IS bound to pay I submit, Sir, that this Bill may therefore be taken 
into consideration 

Mr M. K. Acharya (South Acrot rum Chmgleput Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) Sir, I beg to move that the Bill, as reported by the 
Select Committee, be circulated for the purposes of eliciting opinions 
thereon 

My Honourable friend, Mr Jayakar, with an amount of learning 
which he rightly exulted in displaying, and with an amount of ingenuity 
which he might well have utilised in a better cause, has been trying to 
mislead the House, and it falls to ray unfortunate lot to place before the 
House some higher aspect of the duty of this House than he, unfortu- 
nulely today, content to be a mere lawyer has been calling upon us to 
disehaige He has been talking a great deal of the great many diffi- 
culties that lawyers and judges felt and so on and so forth One 
admission he made and honestly made which startled me wh^eh shook 
me, and it was this . that this Bill, not* only this Bill, but this House is 
not concerned with the morality of the question, but only with the 
technical legality and the technical bearings of the law, cases Teal or 
possible 

An Honourable Member : Did he say that f 

Mr M K Acharya : T took down his exact words He said, We 

fire not eoneerned Witb fLp TnAr»Qlifir nf 4-Via AiiaafiAn ’’ oa i-A rtrTiof ta 
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the relation of a man who is gaining through learning towalfds the family 
and what should be the relation ot the man’s earnings towards the 
family property He distmctl}' said that we were not concerned with the 
morality of it Possibly he is not concerned But, Sir, I am concerned, 
and I beg this House to say that it ought to be concerned with the moral 
aspect of every Bill that comes before it It the moral aspect is 
degrading, even if it is necessary to remove certain technical detects in 
certain places, we vshall have to remove those defects Avithout surrender- 
ing the moral principle It is alter all the higher purpose for which 
any law ought to be passed that should be examined m any Legislature 
That the statement that we aie not conceine»l vviili the inoiam\ ot the 
question should come from the Leader of the Nationalist Party 

An Honourable Member He said for the moment 

Mr, M. K Acharya . I hope. Sir, that my Honourable friend knows 
better the conscience of my friend over there, but I do not know I am 
accustomed to hear people, especially lawyers — thank God, I am not one 
ot them — talking about the inimcuiate contein and things ot that kind 
Sir, I wish for a little moment we do take, as I said, a realh larger 
view of our responsibilities 

Now, Sir, I do not deny that under the existing law' there may be 
many difficulties He is a better authority than I am to speak from prac- 
tical experience of the law There are probably cases of many indi- 
viduals who gam large sums of money through their learning and are 
afterwards put to difficulties in sharing the gains of their learning with 
the members of their families T am ready to admit that there must 
be many difficult cases , I am leach to admit that there may be very 
many cases of great and real hardship Admitting that is one thing, but 
admitting a few' or even many cases will not justify a sw'eepmg law' w'hich 
interferes with wliat I mav Crdl the basic piinciples of the joint familv 
system We know that the general trend of modern education is to 
disintegrate the joint familv system For good or for bad ^’e are all 
laying the axe at the root of the ancient Hindu family svstem and the 
ancient Hindu dhaima AVe have been trying to disintegrate the 
family and to destroy the dhaima 

"Mr President * Order, order T think the Honourable Member is 
moving his amendment that the Bill should be circulated for opinion 
He is not opposing this Bill, and therefore on this motion he should con- 
fine himself only to giving reasons for which this Bill should be cir- 
culated for public opinion He should confine himself to that one issue 
only 


Mr M. K Achsurva Mav I know under what rule T may not go 
IntD the principle of the Bill at th;s stage, because the Honourable 
he Mover went at great length to explain the principle f 

Mr President : That time will come when the Bill is discussed at 
he consideration stage Now the Honourable Member is moving his 
mendment and wants to show that the Bill should be circulated for 
kublic opinion On this motion the Honourable Member should only 
onfine himself to giving reasons whv' this Bill should be circulated 
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Mr M K. Achiurya : My reason is this that I want the 

principlf* of the Bill to before the public at lar^e not in the T\rong 
form in which the Honourable the Mover has put it, but in the right forrg 
in which J think the Bill ought to be understood , and therefore I 
am explaining how 1 understand the principle and how public opinion 
ought to be expressed on the principle of this Bill, which I say is to 
disintegrate the ancient Hindu family system more and moie and very 
much more than it is being done now That, Sir, is my point and the public 
eannot give their opinion if this Bill is passed now And I cannot reason- 
ably ask m> colleague>s heie to support my humble motion as against a 
motion coming from such an authoritative source as the Mover of the Bill 
without explaining to them why T teel so strongly on the point that we 
must ha^e very" much more information about this and not take for granted 
as acceptable all that the Honourable the Movei has said That is my 
point 

Now, Sir, the i)uneiple ot the Bill is not simply to remove the few 
cases of doubt in the law If that were so, T daresay the lawj'eis and 
courts would do it As 1 understand it, it is firstly to disintegrate the 
ancient Hindu famil\ sj^stem Secondly, tiom the moial standpoint 
I consider that it is to make a man moie and more of a brute concentred 
in his own self, without thinking ot his tathei or mother or sister, undei 
whose love he was born and bred, those who gave him all their care 
and attention, fondled Inra in his eaily >eais, nursed him in Ins later 
years and w^ent on looking after him and madt' him a man All these 
people are nothing Ills wife and children are evei> thing to him and 
all Ins earnings will go to them lie wouhl not caie whcthei his father 
or mother or sister w’as starving, but all his earnings would go to his 
wile and children only — beautiful moral ethics that indeed ' I can 
give man> more cases than niv friend has given Theic hav'e been specific 
cases in wdnch men born in very humble families have had all the care 
and fondling attention bestowed upon them by their parents and relations, 
have been brought up and helped to attain veiy high positions in life, 
have been turned into gical lawyers, even like m> Honourable fiiend 
over theie, and have earned laige sums of money, and become great men 
entitled even Kajahs And I know at least one case in which a man 
lose \er\ high in life, lived all for himself and his wife and ehildrei^ 
only, and lett his lather to go about begging in the streets And the 
lather, unable to live, w^as forced to contract a little debt of Rs 100, 
and a warrant for that amount was issued against him and the father 
at last went to the son’s palace — he was himself in his old hut The son 
declined to pay this amount of Es, 100, saving that he had been paving 
him Rs. 10 every mouth, which ought to have been enough for him 
And a far-off relation, from very shame that the father of such a big 
man should be arrested on a warrant of Rs 100, gave him that money 
to clear the debt 

Mr. President : Order, order ^ The Honourable Member is an old 
Member of the House and he kndVs that' when a Bill has been referred 
to a Select (’ommittee the House accepts the principle of the Bill, and 
at this stage the principle of the Bill cannot be attacked The Honour- 
able Member is in his speech attacking the very principle of the BiU 
which I cannot allow him to do 

m, M. K. A^rya . Thank you. Sir ; it is very natural that my 
words should be very unpleasant. (Laughter ) However, truthi is 
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truth, very often unpleasant What I say is that these are fadts 6n which 
the public have a right to think very leisurely, and the Bill was not 
circulated for opinion in the first instance I was anxious to move that 
this Bill should be circulated for oiiinion at the last Session, and it was 
only to oblige my Honourable fiiend there that 1 did not' move it then. 
But because I did not move it then, it does not mean that 1 forfeit my 
right under the rules to move it now Because I thought that possibly 
the Select Committee might so diait the Bill as to tree it from all possible 
objections I nov find that one member ot tiie (vommittee, for whom 
rightly or wrongly I ha\e greater lespect than loi others, has put in 
some of the objections winch 1 should have thought of \ei> strongly. 
A legallv trained man like m\ Honourable friend o\ei theie cannot 
attach much impoitance to tliese objections, but a ])ooi moialh trained 
man like myself and others like m\selt will attach gieat impeiteuce to 
the dissenting minute of m> trieiul, ^Ir Kelkar And because the Select 
Committee e\i(lently failed to caii> out my friend Mr Kelkar ’a 
objections, and to make sucli alteiations in tlie Bill as uould have 
satisfied Mr Kelkai, it is toi iis to take the same view as he did , and 
it has unfoitunately become iiecessai\ that I should raise this protest 
and say that the Bill must go to the ])ublic for ojunion My Honourable 
friend may pay great compliments to the members of the Select Com- 
mittee aiui say that the Bill whs \eiv carefully consideied in all itti 
aspects and that it has come out vith the full support of the (/ommittee 
But from the Reiiort of the Select (’ommittee I find that they did not evi- 
dently give much w'eight to Mi Kelkar 's objections I have no doubt that 
Mr. Kelkar did put before the Committee his objections, which later on 
he w'as forced to put dovn m vnfing If his obji^ctions in the C’ommittee 
had been properly considered theie would have been no necessity for 
him to write a minute of dissent at all, and because his objections were 
CMdently brushed aside by the Committee, he had to put them dowm in 
writing 

Mr M R Jayakar Sir, T ma\ inform my Honourable friend that 
a whole day was de\oted to the consideration of the questions which 
Mr Kelkar brought before the Select Committee 

Mr M K. Acharya . All the more pity that the Committee, in spite 
of a whole day’s consideration, was not able to agrei^ that there was a 
great principle involved in Mr Kelkar ’s objection Therefore my point 
IS that it must go before the public and the public must decide whether 
the objections of Mr Kelkar do desene to be brushed aside m the manner 
in which the four or five other members of the Committee did brush 
'them aside, in spite of a whole day’s consideration It is for the public 
to judge whether Mr Kalkar was, after all, right in putting forward 
these objections before the Select Committee, or whether the other member! 
of the Select Committee were right, even after a full day^s discussion 
in not taking note of Mr Kelkar ’s objections. I can understand tb( 
reasons for this Possibly tte other members of the Committee were 
obsessed by what are called legal technicalities That is the greal 
difficulty in this life When men become obsesse.d with legal tBohni^dlitieF 
j they forget the demand of mbral ideals ft h^pp^ 

every day m life When a man becomes somehow con 
centrated on some particular point, that point becomes magnified out ol 
all proportion and his whole mind becomes concentrated on that point 
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Perhaps my friend thinks that, if this Bill is not passed, the heavens 
will tumble down upon us 1 can very well imap^ine it, and' that is vhat 
happens wdien there is over-concentration on a paiticular point and that 
IS exactly the loot cause of all the trouble in this world One man seizes 
upon a phiase of a point and says that he will not he satisfied until he 
gains it, and all his lift is given up to it — call it Dominion Status or 
self-determination he wants it in a certain document and he concentrates 
upon getting it Similarh, these lawyers, probablv because they are 
lawyers, are over-obsessed b\ their legal difficulties, and do not iirobably 
])ay as much attention to the moral side of the question But, Sir, has 
the public no right to consider the Bill from the moral side ^ I plead 
that' the question is, above all, a Hindu question and it is for the Ilirdu 
public to decide , this Bill is going to affect — as maii}^ other Bills coming 
up m the course of tlie dav will — not otlier communities, but my un- 
fortunate Hindu ( ommunit> , it is going to affect my unfortunate com 
munity, in which tluue are leaders calling themselves Hindus but who do 
not know what the })<isie principles of Hinduism aie, who have been so 
peiwerted by the denationalised foreign education they have got that they 
have forgotten what the basic principles ot Hindu dhaima are Therefore, 
has not the Hindu public the rignt to know how this Bill is going to 
affect our Hindu dharma ? My friend, Mr. Amar Nath Dutt, is anxious 
to know w'hat is my authority for saying that many of us do not know 
the meaning of Hindu dhaima and that others besides myself are 
anxious to have their say upon this Bill befoie we proceed turthei wuth 
it Let me read one oi twm sentences from an open letter on this subject 
of the relation between the general Hindu public outside, to whom I 
want this Bill to be referred, and the Anglicised, denationalised Hindus 
who are sitting by my side (An Honourable Memhei Question ’’ ) 
This is an open lettei addressed bv the Bharata Dharma Mahamandal 
to the political leaders of the country on behalf of Hindu India 

Potnictiv the word * Hindu ’ meant one who believed in the sacred senpturcs 
of th'^ 11 ndiis, md follow csl their injunctions as articles of faith But now the 
term his ju([inie<l different me uung It is often used as .i simple s^nonjm for cinv 
Tndmn who is non Muslim, and non Christian , and is often qualified with various 
adjectives We thus rea<l of orthodox •Hindu, non orthodox Hindu, Political Hindu, 
Ri tornied Hindu, Arva Hindu, Brahmo Hindu, and so on All these, excepting the 
lirst, aie new gioujis, each of them h.ivmg its own creed, aims and methods of pro 
p.tgamLi 't hese ure not foi mutual co operation, not for maintaining their common 
inhentcd stronghold of Dhirma in its oriinnal grandeur, nor tor making only such 
repaiis in that stronghold as ma\ bo ne< essarj to suit changed time and conditions, 
without iiiterlering with its original principle and design Thov know not what 
mighty aiigeln hands had built that Hharniie citadel which in the "main has stood the 
riv iges of time, and stands still in utilit> and grandeur unsurpassed by that of an> * 
» u e, .UK lent oi modern In their shallowness ftnd fur^ those qualified Hindus will 
fain efface, if the} can, this mighty edifice from the map of India Some of them 
with imuluue guns inouled in the Legislative arsenals of British India, some with 
sword and spoai sharpened in separatist congregations and sabhas, some with match 
box puipagimla tr}ing to infliune the passions of the ignorant and gulliblo— all 
want to fl« moh««h the mightv structure of JEfindu India, planned in conformity with 
the highest liws of N iture, and embellished with the npe experience of countless 
ages ’ ’ 

Sir Hari Singh Dour (Central Provinces Hindi Division Non- 
Muhammadan) I rise to a point of order You, Sir, have decided that 
the principle of the Bill having been accepted aft>eir its reference to 
Select Committee, it was not open to the Honourable Member to attack 
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the principle of it in spite of \(nir rnlin^, the Honourable Member is 
consistently and persistently attacking the jirinciple of fhe Bill 

Mr. M K. Acharya • I am not attacking the principle of the Bill, 
Sit, 1 am taking the viei\ which many Hindus outside are entitled to 
take upon the manner m which the Bill and the piovisions ot the Bill 
are likely to affect the unfortunate Hindus who do not follow^ tlie lead 
in religious and social matteis of the Honourable Mi Jayakar or the 
Honourable Sir Han Singh Goni , and how those people look upon all 
such legislative measures which this House is considering, and how they 
will be affected by these proMsions and not merely bv the piinciple of 
this Bill Now, Sii, this open letter says and rightlv says 

* — dll ^^dllt to (Ifiiiolish tilt mighty '^trueturo of Hindu India Yet every 

one 18 supposed to Kt fide (Thou ot tourso I give credit to lU} fiiends), and 

believes that he is doing the right thing tor the regeneration and uuitication of the 
llindii people ” 

That, Sir, is the view taken by the peojde outside of these measures , 
and here is a measure ot tliat kind And 1 beg of you therefore to see 
that w'e have the opinion of those who are primarily affected by it 
Hindu joint family members will be greatly affected by this Bill Of 
course there are diffienlties under the present law, but who know's there 
will not be greater difficulties it the piesent law be amended '' Which 
will be the lesser ot the two cmIs That is not only for ray friends lieie 
to judge or for me to prove, it will be a matter for the entire Hindu com- 
munity outside to express its opinion upon 

I come to another point This Bill, or something veiy much like it, 
was brought forward forty years ago in Madras by a gentleman who was 
even a greater lawyei than my friend over there — X mean the late Sir 
V Bashyam Aiyangar , and he was even more keen about it than my 
friend to-day is , and yet the Bill brought by such a very dustmguished 
lawyer and supported by \er> many other lawyers had to be withdrawn 
Why ? Because public opinion in Madras was so strongly against it 
that, in spite of very many imperfections in the existmg law, in spite of 
the very many hardships which thi* law at present inflicts upon members 
of the joint Hindu families, and in spite of the very many bad cases 
which have come before the courts, forty years ago public opinion was so 
strong that even a higher man than my friend, Mr Jayakar, had to wnth- 
draw the Bill Has public opinion really gone forw’ard in favour of 
this measure ? That is all the question I ask If that is so, if public 
opinion IS going to w^elcome this Bill to-day, as it did not forty years ago, 
then I shall withdraw my objection That is exactly the point 
Mr Jayakar has himself admitted that forty years ago public opinion 
was greatly against this Bill and this Bill had therefore to be 
withdrawn 

Mr M R Jayakar * My Honourable friend ls not accurate , I never 
said that the Bill w^as withdrawn , it was vetoed by His Excellency the 
Governor of Madras 

Mr M K. Acharya : I am very glad of the correction , it is a 
technical correction which I most thankfully accept Public opinion was 
so strong that His Excellency the Governor recognised its importance and 
was prudent enough not to give to the Bill his assent , and I wish His 
Excellency the Viceroy in this ca^e, before ^ allowing this Bill to come 
up here, had taken public opinion, even before allowdng it to be introduced 
But whatever that may be, the fact is there that the Dill was drafted 
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and it before the public and the public opinion was so strongly 
against it that it wab either not introduced or was not proceeded with 
or had to be vetoed — I do not care for these technicalities . the Governor, 
very rightly m response to public opinion, recognised that he ought not 
to allow the Bill to become law The substantial question then arises 
has public opinion now altered considerably, and will the general Hindu 
public, the orthodox Hindu public and the members of the joint Hindu 
families, who are going to be affected by this Bill, welcome this Bill 
to-day ? My friend will piobably answer that the good people whom he 
represents will welcome the Bill, and the woise sort of people, whom T 
represent, will not welcome it and will raise a hue and ciy , but in any 
case let us ha\e at least some kind of public sup[)oit to this Bill — some 
measure of public opinion behind it , and 1 ask \ou v\hetliei it is not 
the duly of this Legislature not to ptocced with a Hill ot tins kind, 
especially the Mimheis wdio do not happen to belong to joint Hindu 
families What right ha\e you to legislate for us and to force laws 
upon us — laws by which you yourselves are not affected You sit (piite 
safe and you imiiosi* laws upon us, and make laws foi others by the shoei 
accident that you ha])])en to be Members of the Legislature, you impose 
law's upon people from w'hom you arc quite different and whom you are 
not e\en prepared to recognise as eligible to gue an oiimion Wheie is 
the righteousness of making laws like this ? In all chanty, therefore, 
do not inflict law's uiion people with W'hom jou have no concern for 
w'hose joint family ideals you iiave probably no sympathy — do not tor 
God’s sake interfere There is already enough bad feeling in the country, 
do not increase that bad feeling, this is not the time, this is not the day, 
we have a great many other things to engage our attention — very much 
more sc*rious M> Honourable friend has himself admitted that, with 
all these imperfecfions, the Hindu law has been working for many years, 
and it 18 not as it, if you do not pass this law now, the hed\ens will 
tumble down There might have been a few people W'ho might have 
been harassed 

Mr President . Order, order, I cannot allow any violation of 
the rules The Honourable Member has been from the very beginning 
opposing the principle of the Bill and it cannot be done at this stage 

Mr M K Acharya . Sir I am not attacking the principle at all 
What I am saying is that if we can wait a little bit longer and not pass 
this measure to-day we maj" be able to make some detailed alterations m 
the law acceptable to all I am not attacking the principle at all 

Mr President : The Honourable Member is altogether opposing the 
principle of the Bill 

Mr M. K Achiurya : Can I not oppose the Bill or any provision of 
it, Su f 

Mr President : When the honourable Member is moving his 
amendment, he must confine himself to the reasons he has to give for 
his amendment, and he cannot attack the principle of the Bill at this 
stage 

jtor. M. K Acharya : My reasons are these for re-cireulation hi the 
Bill. I am stating that the Hindu community has a right to know what 
the provisions of the Bill are 
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Mr. President : That you have already said What else has the 
Honourable Member got to say 

BUr M. K. Acharya . Theie is no particulai hurry m passing this 
measure to-day That is my next* point The present Hindu law has 
been getting on very well We haAe been working fairly well with 
it m spite of all its imperfections , and to-day, I say, there is no particular 
hurry for passing this Bill, and therefore the Bill can very well wait for 
some time more Sir, my tiiend was telling me that I was making a 
very insidious motion I am very frank, Sir I do not think there is 
anything insidious in (he amendment I am bringing forward , there is 
nothing ingenious about it , there is nothing covert about it I simply 
want people to have their say , I simply tell them how^ they wull be 
affected And as I said if this Bill is not passed to-day, it will not be 
killed My triend there will li\e long and I give him my Brahmin’s 
blessings He will come back to this Assembly with perhaps a larger 
following If theietore this Bill is introduced with the support of public 
bpipiou troin learned lawyers like himself, incorporating all the ob]cctions 
w hich Mr Kelkar lias raised, 1 liope he will be privileged m the next Assemb- 
ly to get it passed with the support of public opinion Let me assure my 
friend that, till then tlie heavens are not going to tumble dowui Whether 
I come to this House or not, ceitainly he is bound to come and this Bill 
can very well be introduced in the next Assembly Meantime, you can 
get public opinion instead ol our thinking that all the legal genius of 
this country is confined to the few brains m this House and passing the 
Bill in such gxeat huriy Let us consult all the various legal geniuses 
in this count! y , let us take then opinion, and let us consider how 
Mr Kelkar ’s objections might be incoiporated m this Bill as unfortunately 
the majority of the Select Committee were not able to incorporate them 
Therefore, Sir, for these reasons, because the provisions of the Bill do 
make great inroads intn the Hindu joint family system, because the 
provisions ol the Bill are such as have not been unanimously agreed upon 
by the Members of the Select Committee, because the provisions of the 
Bill follow very closely another Bill which was introduced 40 years ago 
and against which public opinion in Madras was so strong that it had to 
be given up, because the Hindu community, who have a right t*o be 
consulted on this measure, have not been sufficiently consulted, I sa^ that 
this measure should not be passed in a hurry as we are attempting to 
pass it And lastly, Sir, because we have got many more important 
things engrossing our attention at the present time, and for God’s sake 
let us not waste our time, let us not divert the attention of the House to 
all these small matters I beg of this House to send this Bill for public 
opinion Let us have better materials , let us have larger opinions on 
which to frame this Bill and on which we can gpve our vote honestly with 
a full sense of responsibility, and not merely because some leader wants 
ns to give our vote in this way or that way I beg of this Honse, thbre- 
fote, kindly to accept this motion that the Bill be sdnt up for ptibhe 
opinion and that the Hindu community, who will be priikiarily affected by 
this Bill, be ^Iven an opportunity to express their opinion td which they 
ar^ entitled before a meastire of this character is passed into law 

t)r. llidid (Wa^ Punjab ; Non-Muhamihadan) • Sir, there k ho 
doubt that this measure is of those meaSt^ whieif liin h€ tMhdte^hl&d 
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as very important and ot gieat usefulness to the Hindu community The 
measure being so important because it will appl> to the bulk ot the people 
ot this country, doubts naturally arise in the minds ot every person in this 
House who has to perform his duty rightly 

(At this stage Mr President vacated the Chair which was taken by 
Mr Deputy President ) 

The objections raised by the pievious speaker have been occupying my 
mind veij seriously, and alter giving my thought to the pros and cons of 
the whole mattei, I am diiven to the conclusion that this measure deserves 
appiobation at the hands ot this House 

Sir, there are tom phases fiom which this Bill can be looked at with 
n v>w to give n (orr<M*t opinion on it Inhere is no doubt tl) p ^o far as 
the principle of the Bill is concerned, it has got the support of the majority 
of the mcmbms ot the Select Committee, and their opinion deserves great 
respect The four phases to which T want to advert are as tollows The 
first phase relates to the moral aspect With great respect for my Honour- 
able and learned friend, Mr Javakar, I differ from him when he says that 
morality is excluded altogether so far as the realm or domain of the law 
Ls concerned However, differing trom him, as J do in this vnew, I submit 
that, so far as the Hindu household social morality and social views are 
concerned, this Bill wnll, to a certain extent, create some sort of difference 
of opinion It cannot bo denied that orthodox Hindus wnll not be really 
hapjiy to hear that this Bill is passed There is no doubt about it, that 
there ought to be an element of morality, though it should not have the bulk 
of it w'hen we are passing the law Consequentiv, T submit, Sir, that the 
argument centring round the question of morality has not got immediate- 
bearing, though, no doubt, it may have a remote bearing Moral views 
are not to be expunged, they are not be eliminated , they are not to be 
Ignored However, when we compare those arguments with the principles 
of the Bill, we are driven to this conclusion that we may bid good-bye to 
the too great claim ot morality in view of the other advantages which will 
be derived by the public by this measure 

The second pliase is equity There is no doubt that the equitable 
phase requires equal deliberation Equity requires that you, a member of 
copaicenery, have been educated from the money of the whole family , 
that the money of the family was spent on you, on your learning, learmrrg^ 
as defined by this measure, and when you have attained your object, so far 
as learning and education are concerned, yon have allowed yourself to be- 
selfish, and you want to sav now that the other members of the family 
h<ive got no concein and you should have mastery over your entire earnings 
which will be acquired in consequence of the education imparted to you 
at the expense of the joint family moneys This sort of criticism in the 
shape of equitable views could be .advanced and deserves some apprecia- 
tion, but not to such an extent that it should do away w>th this useful 
measure in the light of modern condiitions My Honourable and learned 
friend has already given cogent reasons in support of his motion and I 
need not repeat them A man, who lias acquired mon^y Jn consequence 
of his learning and his education, is certainly competent, so far as the law 
is concerned, to make an application for partition. There is no law, whether 
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statutory or case law, which (an prevent it Thus ho tar as eiiuity is con- 
cerned, so far as the equitable a^spect ot the ease is concerned, it*^ has not 
got much weight against the measuie The laAV will prevail, and equity 
will have to give m Consequenth , the second phase, which can l>e charac- 
terised as the equitable phase, cannot prevent us from considering this 
Bill 8o far as it is concerned, the law, wholly and solely, and in its 
entirety, is in favoui of this nn^asure This is a measure w'hich is purely 
based on law 

The third phase is this, it this measure is coiisidcied and eventually 
passed into law, what effect w'lll it liave on the family and the manager 
of the family, or the kart ha ot llie tamilj, in connection with the mipaiting 
ot education to the members of the (opareenery ^ This is a subtle point 
of great weight and impoitanct When a man, who has acquired education 
at the cost of the family rnonev and has become a graduate, oi a hamster, 
01 an LL B , or engineer, savs “1 <^}iall have the monopoly ot the w’hole 
thing,” it IS a question which is ieall> debatable and requires considerable 
thought and patience — no doubt about it But there is an answer to it, 
and that answer is this If any joint Hindu family wnll feel reluctant 
on that score, suppose there were tour boys belonging to the family and 
the family was going to spend so much money on the education ot one, and 
that one after having got the education says, ” I shall be entitled to the 
whole of my earnings as the le-ult ot my education,” then the other boys 
might sustain some monetan loss, and this idea will occur to the kartha 
or manager ot the familv Therefore, this may discourage the love tor 
giving high or eostl> education to the membeis ot the eopareenei> I think 
there is some weight in tins aigunnuit This idea wnll occur to every 
thoughtful mind, but we liave to what is the eventual gajn, what is the 
eventual piofit, and then we aic hi ought tace to face with this conclusiou 
that we have to put up with tins sort of discouragement Because, love 
for education will really have a viooi^^ over that sort of argument There- 
fore there is not much to teai so tai a> the four phases are concerned My 
Honourable and learned friend, the auihoi of this measure, has dealt with 
the subject very ably and has gone into the minutest details, and I do not 
desire to go into them again cina 1o dttain tho House long My submis- 
sion IS this That my considei ati<»n oi the ptos and cons ot tins measure 
induces me to siippoit thi^ medsuie and go against the amendment and I 
hope that it, namely, the Bill will !)♦* (onsidered by this House 

Mr. C V. Venkataramana Aiyangar (Madras Indian Commerce) 
Sir, I have always thought that Munbers who come here newly should 
listen and learn and should not -peak especially m the first Session But 
if I rise now it is because mv Honourable friend, Mr Aeharya has called 
upon the oithodox M(*mbers ot tins House to declare their position Sir, I 
am an humble orthodox Member like mv Honourable friend, though pro- 
bably I may not grow a beard I am verv^ much in favour of this Bill, 
and I feel that any attempt to shelve oi delay it will certainly he dangerous 
I do not know if Mr Aeharya coinnnts the insult of saying that the late 
Sir V Bashvam Aiyangar was not much more orthotiox than himself 
The whole oithodox community ot Southern India, especially the Aiyangar 
tommunity, would rise in revolt against my Honourable friend if he sug- 
gested that the late Sir V Bash} am Aiyangar was not orthodox 
(Mf M K. Aeharya ” Question ”) I know thjese “ Questions ” It is 
these questioning and doubting people that always create the trouble, buf 
L7CPB(LA) * 
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I do sHj tins, that so tar as the late Sir V Bashvam Aiyangar was con- 
cernod, ho Mas one ot the most oithodox men m Southern India, especially 
amon{? the Aiyangat eommunity My Honourable triend wants to shelve 
this matter at this last stage when we all know that the 
Assembly is going to be dissohed, and his only object in moving thi^ amend' 
ment is that the Bill should be w^recked There must have been a nurabei 
ot jirevious stages when he eould have moved this motion There were 
a number ot stages when he ( ould have easily pie>sed his views Does 
m> Honourable friend think that nobody knew of this Bill ! Was this 
Bill confined within the tour walls of this House ? It must have been pub- 
lished in every ptovincial Oa/ette and in every language of every possi- 
ble piovinee, and if iiiv Ilonouiable friend kept quiet then as well as his 
so-ealled orthodox fiionds, they must thank themselves Prom the begin- 
ning there seems to h.ive been an unanimous opinion, m favour of this 
Bill and there seems to have been no objection fiom the orthodox section, 
and the country s(‘ems to have been in favour ot this Bill (3/? 3/ K 
’A(h(i)ij<f “ No ') iMv Ilonouiable fnmid did not laise the>e objections 
then The Bill wmit betore a Select Committee and it was befoie it for a 
long time and the Kepoi t ot the Select (^mmittee has been befoie the 
countiy foi <i long turn* {Mr M K Acharya No ”) My Honour- 
able friend refeired to Mi Kelkar What does Mi Kelkar saj, “ With 
great lespect to m\ Honourable fiiend, Mr Kelkai says fiom beginning lo 
end that he approves ot the Bill He postulates that the Bill is quite neces 
sary , onl> he savs that, in the interests of justice to the other members 
of the joint family, the acquirers should be made to pay the monov that 
they had received from the joint family for education My Honourable 
friend has taken the cue from that, and has given notice of a similar amend- 
ment, and his projicr duty, his reasonable duty, and his sensible duty would 
have been to press that amendment if he cared Probably he thinks that 
he cannot substantiate that Further on, he said that the joint famil^v 
would be dissolved by this course I am exactly of the contrary opinion 
Under the present law a member can dissolve the joint family if he likes as 
soon as he begins to get monev This measure will prevent such a distup- 
tion 

Mr Deputy President Is the Honourable IMember likely to take long 
to finish his speech ? 

Mr 0 V Venkataramana Aiyangar Five oi ten minutes 

Mr Deputy President If it is five minutes I shall allow him to go ou , 
otherwise 1 shall adiourn the House for Lunch 

Mr 0 V Venkataramana Aiyangar I shall take ten minutes, Su 
T think we had better adjourn 

Mr Deputy President 1 his House stands adjourned till twenty 
minutes to three 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Twenty Minutes to Three 
of the Chx'k 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Twenty Minutes to Three 
of the Clock, i\Ir President in the Chair 


Mr C V Venkataramana Aiyangar When the House rose for 
Lunch, t was alluding Sii, to the statement made by Mr Acharya that this 
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Bill would cause disruption to Hindu family life I was rebutting it and 
gaymg that Mr Jayakar’s Bill would be one of those causes that would 
exactly prevent such disruptions What now happens is that when a 
man begins to acquire property, he, under the law as it is, gives notice 
of partition to the membeis ot the famiij Nobody can say anything 
against it Secondly, another thing sometimes happens uniortunately 
and that is that, when a person acquit es money, he is afraid either of his 
old tathei or mother oi other cojiarceners and wdiat he does is that be 
executes documents for whatevei he earns in the names of other people, 
rtich as his brother-in-law, his father in-law and so on, with the result 
that it ends in litigation and it causes disruption of the family much 
more Therefoie Mi Jayakai has done veiy well in iiouiting out in his 
Statement ot Objects and Reasons tiiat tlie ob)(vl ol this Kill is to con- 
tinue the family, and I helie\e I am ooireet in '-aving— and 1 speak 
subject to contradiction — that Sir V Bashjiam Aiyangai said the same 
thing in his Statement of Objects ond ReasoiiH I trust tliat this Bill 
mav be passed to-(la\, so tai as this Assembh is concerned 

I would just iioiiit out one oi two more things My fnerd Mi 
Achal^a, lei.uud to the Goddess ot Morality lie has tramjiled the poor 
Goddess undei toot Tliat is juobahh the leason Sir \\h,^ m\ friend 
is very tend ot Iad\ puketeis and the> are so mt} tond ol him as he 
invites the Godtless of Moralit\ in connection with this Bill 1 do not 
kno V V li it he means rili »Ja\ak<ii clearly stated that, m the interests 
of moralit} , tins Bill should bi jiassed He referred to it mou* than 
once and c*t Ihe same i)in(‘ Ik' added that giounds of morality alone 
w’ould not be siifhciciit What he cMdently meant was that there should 
be strong legal and social giounds, as well as moral grounds, and there- 
fore, Sir, it IS absuid to say that moralit>*is against tins Bill Mr 
Jayakar never admitted that and T do not think anybodv can postulate 
that point Then Mr xVcharv^a unfortunately referred to our family life 
and he said that our young meui aie so fond of their wuves and children 
that they ignore their fathers and mothers and sisteis I do not know 
if that can be one of the rea'>ons toi sending this Bill for public opinion 
What I would respectfully say is this No father or mother who gives 
money for the education of their sons would ev’^er dream that the money 
should be returned to them some ;vears afterwards, and I do not think 
that any father educates his sons in the hope of a monetarv’- gam at some 
future time I may quote mv own personal case Mv father, who knew 
this bad law, did a very good thing Though his whole property was self- 
acquired property, when he gavT money for ray sj^cial education, he 
gave it as a loan and when I began to earn he took back the money from 
me, thereby putting an end to the possibility of my being asked 
to pay to others practically everything that I earned later on This Bill 
Will prevent disruption of family life It wiU prevent unnecessary liti- 
gation, and I think it is the duty of this House to prevent a very large 
number of persons from going to Court and ruining themselves When 
T was practising, — I have given up practice during the last ten years and 
I do not know if things hare gone worse m the interval — I knew of seve- 
ral cases which had come to Court Nobody gained anything, and after 
a lapse of 30 or 40 years, there was the difficulty of getting rebable 
evidence The parties become paupers by litigation, then they go out 
of the Courts Therefore, in the interests of the economics of social life 
and of religious life, this Bill ought to be passed into law at once If 
Ii70PB(LA) k2 
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my Iriend, Mr Acharya, has got tair and strong gl0llnd^ foi Iils con- 
tention, let him take the direct road He knows that time is very short 
and theretore he \\ants to delay thi<> motion by talking tt\o or three times, 
and wasting the time ot the House It he thinks that this Bill is un- 
fair, immoral or anything like that, let him ha\e a straight fight on that 
point My friend, Mr Aehaiya, is so fond oi iiitei\iewing the Governor 
General and the Governor General is so fond of interviewing him So, 
if he feels that this Assembh has done anything wrong in passing this 
Bill it IS open to him to interview the Governor General and tell him to 
veto this Bill In any case we must pass this Bill to-day 1 have only 
one word moie to say This Bill v\as introduced in the September Ses- 
sion last year and I do not tliink it lies m the mouth of anybody to say 
that the public have not had time to considei its provisions, and it is 
clear that w’bal my triend. Mi, Acharya, wants is to prevent the passage 
of this Bill Sii 1 strongly oppose his amendment and I hope that the 
House will reject that and pass the Bill unanimously 

Sir Han Singh Oour * I am afraid a somewhat misleading lead has 
been given in this case which has been treated as a measuie of social re- 
form or fis H mattei of morality Sii, if there is anv question of morality 
in this case it is a case iqion which it was the incumbent diitv of the Gov^- 
ernment to take action immediately after they had read the judgment 
of the Piny Gouncil in the leading case of Gokal Chand v Ilukam 
Chand leported in 2 Lahore page 40 Honourable Members are aware 
that the Hindu law' has two conflicting texts on the subject of self acquisi- 
tions ( Mn‘ is that, all <iC(iuisitions which are the result of learning or the 
gains of science usuallv hclong to the ae<iuiror and the other text is that of 
Yadnai nlk\i<n ^ that projieitv acquired without detiiment to the patrimony 
shall belong to the acquirei ^4ow, Sir, these tv\o texts haye giv^’en rise 
to a eiop ol conflicting cases .ind when Sir V Basin am Aiyangar intro- 
duced this Bill 10 ^eaTs ago, the mristic notion of what v^as learning and 
science and liow it would he contia-distinguished with the detriment of the 
patrimonv was not clearH undei stood In this judgment of the Privy 
Council, (hdncKNl in 1021, Then T oidships of the Privy Council made it 
abundantlj clear that, so far as they were concerned, they did not see the 
distinction betw(‘cn learning and science Let me gn^e you their 
ip.stissiitn/ vciba — f read fioni ]iage 51 — and that would be my amplest 
justification for sii])])or+mg this nnsnure This is what Their Lordships 
say 

“ It may bo to 8n> now why the anomaly should have .arisen, by which, 

the gains of a nian's own labour or ol his own bargains are impartible, because they 
are the flints nf Ins own effort, while the gains of his science are partible, though they 
ire the tnnts ot his effort too In each ease the member of the joint fanuh is in- 

dihtcd to tlio f.nnih funds for something, in the former, for the nurture which nas 

made him stiong to labour, in the hitter, for the professional education in addition 
which his made him ilso skiUed m art Conversely, the dull coparcener, who learns but 
tiiJiis }ii< Ic I’uing to poor account must share his gams such as they are, while his 
brothei who learns without teaching ami acquires professional skill by intuition only, 

keeps hH i^mc iier gains for himself All that can be said is that the rule, if really 

anomalous, is too old and well settled to be altered now ” 

^ Lcidships of the Privy Council have in unmistakable terms 

pointed out the anomaly that exists in Hindu law m making acquisitions 
result of personal effort as his own property, whereas 
ir the gams arc the gams of science, they are also his property, provided 
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ey aie not acquired in a particulai manner without detriment to the pat- 
nonj No^^ 1 think this doubt, that exists as to general education and 
ecial education general education and technical education, is, as Th^r 
irdships ol the Pri\y ('ouncil pointed out, illusorv, and therefore what 
e llonouiable Mr Javakai has done is to remove this distinction which 
leir Lordships in this chai acteiistie language have condemned as ille- 
gal and iliusoiy Novi what is the net result ot his Bill ^ The net 
suit of his Bill IS that, while all law up to date is cleai, that if one of the 
mibeis of a joint tamilv rcc<nves geneial education and as a lesult of 
at geneial edncation, accpiires wealth, then all that wealth becomes his 
[f-acquned pi opertv , but Hindu law, as it was nndeistood (but as it 
s been misundei stood as Then Lordshijis of the Privy Council pointed 
t in 1021} dicw a distinction that, it that education was ot a technical 
professional character, then m that case the acquirei does not get the 
operty as his own Mi Javuikar wants to make it absolutely oleai that, 
both cases, the })iopertv shall be the propert^i of the acquirei, and in 
mg so, he is j.i\iug enTeot to the just ciitici^m ot Then Loidship> of the 
ivy Council If therefore 1 suppoit his Bill, I am not suppoitiiig it on 
V moral oi social letoim grounds 1 am doing so because J feel that it 
s incumbent on Croveinmont in ]b21, when thev received this aiithorita- 
e jiionoiiiiLemtnt tiom the high(‘st (’ourt ot appeal, pointing out the 
omalv and the illogi(*al distinction that exists between 'these two texts of 
ndu lavv, to take action and rcctitv that anomah bv' an amending Act or 
an Act inPmded to claiitv the law Now that settles one question Mr 
yakar’s Bill settles the first point, but the anomaly to which Their 
idships of the Privy Council lefeiied w^ould still remain, and I think 
1 ^ my (lutv to iioiiit out to the llonouiable the Lavv Member and his 
ccjs of the Legislative Dcp.utmcnt that they should take eaily action 
D'lnove othci anomalies ot a cognate character, without which the re- 
val ot this anomaly would be insufficient Honourabh* Members are 
aie that I have pointed out that there are two texts of Hindu lavv — one 
warding the gams of learning and science and the other legardmg acqui- 
oiis made without detriment to llie patiimonv Now let me simply 
istiate my point A father has got ample tunds, and out ot tliose ample 
ids he sends his sou to England, and he comes back as eilbcr a liairister 
a member of the Indian Civil Service and he accumulates considerable 
'iltb This wealth, accoidiiig to the conflicting texts of Hindu lavv, as 
lerstood by the Privy Council in 1021, and to which they give effect, 
uld beiome the joinf piopertv of the family, but ns Their Loidships 
the Privy Conned said, “ We do not know whv it becomes the ])roperty 
the joint family, but this is yoin law and w^e administer it as such, but 
the same time we point out the anomaly ’’ Now take the other case, 
a father, a very poor man, who is ambitious and has got a clever son. 
sells his fields and his house and raises money, and with that money he 
ds his son to England, and be then comes back as a member of the 
lian Civil Service or as a member of the bar and similarly accumulates 
cb wealth That is acquisition of wealth with detriment to the patri- 
ny What is the result t The result is not stated f in this Bill, and 
m afraid wdien this Bill is the subject of interpretatjbii in the Courts, 
re will arise conflicting views again, and if I had got a hand in the 
ftmg of this Bill, I would have easih' amended it so as also to exclude 
5 S of tlie kind I have mentioned As it is, the Select Committee have 
fted this Bill and sub-clause (a) of clause 3 says ** With the aid of the 
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jmporUiiil joint funds If I sell them, then it is to the detriment of the 
family, and another conflicting text will immediately come into operation 
to defeat this law I do not wish to be ovei -critical, but I am raising an 
objection which has been raised by Their Lordships of the Privy Council 
themsehes The matter would be clearer if Honourable Members will turn 
to the statement contained at pages 45 and 46 There is a short ])assage 
and it wull rejiay perusal' 1 shall read it Their Lordships say 

'' The (bstmotion lxt\Ae(n (juisitiona made by a copan oner solely by his own 
exertions nnd those which h<i\c involved the use of the patrimony is as old as the 
laws of Miuiu The text of the Mitakshara f^ives as an instance of impartible acqui- 
sition that xhnh has been d hi ‘ science ’ or learning Difficulties — 

Mark words — 

** in a])]tl\ing this simple distinction are supposed to begin when \ i jiianeswara 
makes tlie comment on this illustration, that ‘ without detriment to the father’s 
estate ’ mimt be imjtlic d thioughout the pas'^age, so tint the gams of this kind, winch 
arc mijiirtiblc, ir not guns of sc nun e ns such, but gams of scieine made wathout 
an\ dctriiiont to the fithcr’s estate ami accjuired by the coparcener’s exertions m 
depcndeiith of p dnmonnl he Ip .Succeeding tomme ntntois dc veloped this point, not 
always m tcuus thit can h(‘ completeh leconciled, but the rule itself is simple ind 
logical , tliough ditluiiltus arise, as with so m ui) rules, m the application ” 

Now, Sir this IS a diflicutly which I am jiointmg out You have 
^ p drafted this Bill and, with all respect to the Members 

of the Select Committee, you have o\erlooked 
thu mo^t importdTil point which will give rise to conflicting decisions and 
create fuithci oonfuf.ion of law which they might have obviated if they 
had provided against it This is my second point The Honourable 
the Motel ol tins Bill 

Dr Nand Lai How are these observations a})})lioable to the present 
measure ^ 

Sir Han Singh Oour I am afiaid my Honourable friend does not 
understand me , but 1 know that the Honourable the Law Member under- 
stands me all light 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy (Bnrdwan and Piesidenev Divisions Muham- 
madan RuraD You must make it understandable to the House Do not 
rely on Government support alone 

Sir Han Singh Ckmr Now, I pass on to the other point The author 
of this Bill in his Statement of Objects and Reasons has rightly pointed 
out that the great difficulty in cases of this kind arises when the acquirer 
of the wealth is dead and his widow or daughter 

Sir Oowasji Jebangir (Bombay City • Non-Muhammadan Urban) * I 
rise on a ]min1 of older Sir I understand there is only one amendment 
before' the House moved bv Mr Acharj^a My Honourable friend (Sir 
Han Singli Gour) is not moving an amendment 

Mr President He is speaking on the motion before the House 

Sir Han Singh Oour * I think ray Honourable friend is new to the 
House and is not conversant with the procedure of the House But I hope 
he will learn it 

The third point is this The Honourable the Author of this Bill, in 
hie Statement of Objects and Reasons, rightly pointed out that the difficul- 
ties in cases of this kind occur when Ae acquirer is dead and his widow or 
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ddij^hters have to litigate aioout then Imsband ^ estate, in which ca^c they 
die contronted with the difficult task ot liaMiig to pro\e that the property 
16 exceptional and is not subject to the ordinary presumption of Hindu law 
that It IS a joint family pioperty That, I submit, is the crux of the 
whole case But this Bill does not provide for tfie onus of proof that 
in all case> w^here the acfiui'-ition is made as a it suit of leaiinng and 
science, or whether it is made wuth or without detriment to the family 
estate, the property shall be deemed to be the property of the aetpiirer 
and it shall be so presumed i1 that had been the simjile language of 
the section, it would have been complete 

Dr. Nand Lai My learned fiiend is perhaps awaie that the ques- 
tion of onus IS the <|uestion of {noeednie and not of substantive law' We 
are now dealing with substantive law oi a measuie which is going to be 
enacted as an Act We are not discussing pioceduie 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir 4 he Honourable Member must "peak on tbe 
amendment, which is to the effect that the Bill be circulated 

Mr President J suppose. Sir Ilaii Singh Gour is giving leasoiis 
why the Bill should be circulated and he is pointing out the defects of the 
Bill 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir Ts he sujipoiting the amendment ’ 

Sir Han Singh Gour T tlnnk I ha\e made m>self perteetly clear m 
stating, at that very beginning, that this Bill is an iiniirovement and 
has settled one conflicting point ot law, namely it eliminates the distinc- 
tion between learning and science But it falls short of tlie other two 
(onflicting views of law Tin* secs'nd is as regards the detriment to the 
patrimony and paiticulaih as legaids the burden of piool, and T am 
appealing to tlie HoiiQUi<ible tiu* Home Membci and to the llonourabh* 
the Law Member that, in oidf^i to >eeoneiIo the judicial (*()nflicts on this 
point and give effect to v\hat I have {minted out as tlie considered opinion 
of Their Lordships of the Privv Coinncil, it ls the duty of the oivem- 
ment to bring in another Bill earlv next vear or as soon as ]) 0 ssible with 
a view to complete the reform in the intei pretation of this branch of 
Hindu law That is my submission 

Now', I wish to point out that, on this jiarticular (piestion of the 
onus of proof, the High Courts have been for a long series of years giving 
contradictory judgments Wc have, in the first place, an acquirer of 
property m sole possession of the estate in v\hich case the question arises 
whether an acquirer of jiroperty v\bo is in sole {lo^session of the estate 
shall be presumed or shall not be presumed to be the ov\ner of the pro- 
perty Section 110 of the Evidence Act says that the imr^-on wdio is m 
posfeession of the property shall be presumed to be the ov^ner , but the 
Hindu Law declares it otherwise Tbe Hindu Law says that, whatever 
estate you have in a family, it shall presumably belong to the joint 
family. So there is a conflict between the Hindu Law' and section 110 
of the Evidence Act The Honourable the Mov'er of this motion points out 
the difficulties with which widows and daughters are confronted on the 
death o\f their bread-winner As these are the difficulties which still 
remain. I would ask the Honourable the Law Member, who had nodded 
hm as'^ent to my view, that he will rectify in the interests of the clarifica- 
tion of the law the sermiis conflict betw'een the Hindu Law and section 110 
of the Evidence Act T submit, in order to make the law nerfeotly clear, 
it should be declared that whatever a person is in possession of whether 
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he IS a iiieiiibei ol a joint Hindu taiuih oi otheivMse ht must be piesuined 
to be the owner because no lule ot fndian law can eontia\em' thi'. plain 
principle of justice and equity 

Now, Sir, having spoken so tar, I wish to iwunt out that the Honour- 
able Ml Aehaiva stated that voii aie eoiUiavening tie Dhanna, and that 
\oii au ^ untta\eniiig tiie Hindu Law 1 laqie he will now agree that 
Iheie is no (piestioii ot eonti a\ening the Hindu Law It is a question of 
elucidating the Hindu Law, it is a question ot nationalising the Hindu 
Law, It IS a (jiK'stion oi dantMiig the conflict in the ludicial eases which 
( ^1 is .md t(' wliidi rel(i<ne<> has been made b\ the liighest tribunals in 
tins country 

Mr M, K Acharya At whose icquest j on are doing it ^ 

Sir Han Singh Gour Then, 811, it has been said that equity demands 
that the acquiiei sliould leimbuise the expenses of his education Now, 
T am surprised to heai win such an amendment has been made or how 
such an amendment can be jia-Msl by this House No English Law, no 
Muhammadan Law , no Jewish Law makes any such provision If the 
father wishes to educate his children and he does so out of natural 
loie and affection does lit expect aiij leimbuiseinent ? If he does, it is 
a moral claim and not a legal claim And win should it an> more be a 
legal clanii undei the Hindu L<nv than nndei anv other law in the land 
or elsewhere When this Hill is jiassed, the father will know that he is 
not entitled to am leimbuisement, and still he wull educate his son either 

in a iirofcssional 01 some other capaeitv T object to the introduc- 

tion oi cominm cialism 111 a Hindu joint famil\ I therefore see no 
reason whaiecei toi leimbuising the father for the outla^ he has made 
on the (due*i1ion of his childien 

Then it has been said that this is a case which will comphdeL dis- 
integrate the Hindu soeiet\ 1 ha\e ahead\ point(<l out that theie must 
be a eon)])lete misappi ehension ot law on the pait of those wlio eonsidci 
that tins is an effort made in the direction of disinti^giating die Hindu 
''OeietN W’lmi 1 ha^<‘ said that it is not a matin of socu 1 lefoim 

when 1 h<i\( said it is not a question of any ini])! o^ ement or adAance- 

ment ot the existing law , when I ha^e said it ineieH cl(‘ar> an 
ohsciiritv, remo\es <\ doubt ancl leeoneilcs a eonfliet which the judicial 
nutliorities hne noticed in the texts of the Hindu Law, then T subrni^ 

I stand on a solid ground m asking the Government to give their combined 
support to this Bill, because I feel that, though it is not as complete a 
lull a« 1 should like to see enacted, still I think it is a Bill that goes in 
tlu' right diiection and, at any rate, elucidates one point upon which 
th*‘ Pnvv Council ha^e noticed a clear anomaly Sir, on these grounds 
T entireh support the motion of my Honourable friend and I appeal to 
the Goveininent that they should support this measure pverrulmg all 
the aimmdments, not on the ground that it is a measure of social reform, 
because as I ha^e alieady pointed out it is not a measure of social reform, 
but one in which Mr Jayakar is doing a partial duty, which it waa m- 
upon the Government to undertake after the judicial decision 
of Then Tiordships of the Privy Council in 19S!1, and T therefore submit 
which a Member of the Opposition is doing on behalf 
of the Govcrnmeiit for which the Government should be thankful I 
therefore ask the Government to giv^ their combined and united support 
to my Honourable friend Mr Jayakar *s motion 
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Rai Brihadur S 0 Dutta ^Sulma \ alle> cum Shillong Non-Muham- 
Hiadan) bir, I wish to submit tliat the two points uiged by the Deputy 
Dresideut do not api)l> to the merits ol this Bill It is clear from his 
own statement that, ^o tai as, the law ol the burden oi proof is concerned, 
it no pioMsion is made in this Jidl, tlie geneial piinciples of burden of 
proof which aie eiiunciaied in the Indian Evidence Act, coupded with 
the presumption ot the Hindu law, will govern the case so that, although 
theie might be loom foi impiovement in this respect, it might be made 
by a separate Bill Then, as to the appiehension that he entertains that 
there may be future conflicts in the interpretation ot this Bill, if parsed 
into law, as to the law regaiding acquisition of learning at the expense of 
joint funds referiing to the doctrine of detriment ot the joint tamily 
funds or joint family pioperty, I submit that the piovisious of this Bill 
really cover this point and there cannot be any tutuie conflict, because 
the definition of the Bill is wide enough to cover the cases the Honour- 
able Member pointed out, namely, education acqiined at the expense or to 
the detriment of the family property or by selling some family property, be 
cause that is also borne out of joint family funds So that T submit that 
in that respect the Bill alteis to some extent the law to the detiiment of 
the family pioperty, and this is all that the Bill affects in giving a wider 
definition of the law of gams of learning 

Passing from these two points, I should only say that T do not look 
upon this Bill as depaitiiig fiom anv principles ot morality (Ileai heai ) 
because, I am not a believei in moiality by compulsion 

An Honourable Member ,\ot even a believei in picketing 

Rai Bahadur S C Dutta \o, not even a believer in picketing when 
theie Is compidsion in it Sir, T did not understand the Leadei of the 
Opposition as saving that lie did not consider the moinlitv of tlie thing 
Wlui^ 1 iindei stood him to w^s this 4hat so tai as this Bill was oon- 
ceined, the discussion as to tlie moralitv of the tlniiir wms not veiv rele- 
vant because the Hindu law wNo which lie was ])ioposing to altei in 
eertajji small resjiects did not (*onsider any moral piinciples, hut looked 
to the (xiedieiicv ot tilings 

Mr M, K Acharya Question 

Rai Bahadur S C Dutta The Hindu T^aw on this point looks mainly 
to expedienev and not to nioi ilitv ( la Honourable Mnnbet “ No ’Q 
when It allows a selfish member to toiee partition wdien he has begun to 
earn There are selfish inembiws, as was already pointed out, who foi*ee 
partition after they have acquired learning at the expense of the joint 
family funds What would be the ])osition if the Bill is passed 1 It 
would be only this, that the definition of gains of learning would be 
Wider and it would remove conflicts ot law, as to the difficulties m apply- 
ing the law by interpreting the ancient texts But then I should point 
out that this law as to gams of leaiiimg covers only a very small part of 
the law of ^clf-acquired property The other aspects of the law relating 
to self-acquired property are not affected by this Bill For instance, even 
if a man, a mimiber of a qoint family, acquired property by lus own 
efforts or b> means of learning, gained at the e;tpense of g'uioral educa- 
tion, yet he had the option to tieat this as joiu^ family propeitv and 
throw It in the hotch-potch and to mix it up with the other joint family 
properties so that it might hereafter be treated as joint family property 
If he did this by his owm act, it would be treated as joint family property. 
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Even Jl had the ii^ht to claim his self-acqimed jiiopeity, theie js 
iiotinnp' ni the Hindu 1 iw debainng him from devotiiij; the same to the 
hem hr ol the same, and that la^v is not affected by tins Bill So, what 
I submit is this I submit, as the Hindu law has no means of pre\entin^ 
the disruydne tendencies breaking tlie joint familv as a lesult of the 
action ot selfish members in forcing a partition, it is bettei that the joint 
lamil; should be maintained by the voluntar\ action ot the members , 
that IS, it they think it proper and if they are geneioiis minded persons, 
and if the\ have received consKk‘rable benefit from loint family funds, 
the^ will not cheat others They would give a projier shaie to the joint 
familv funds Then' nothing to prevent a man fiom piomotmg the 
interests of other memhers of the family Those who are not srlfivsh, 
those who are geneions will not ^ail to lielp othei membeis ot the family, 
and bj lielping the. i out of then goodv\i!l thev^ would lie pioinoting the 
highest moraiity 

Mr. N Natesa Ayyar (Madura and Ramnad cum Tinnevellv Non 
Muhammadan RniaU >Sir, F rise to laise my feeble voice on behalf of 
the voiceless millions of the orthodox Hindu eommunity I feel, Sir, 
and the oitliocbix Hindu eommnnitv, whom I have the honour to repre- 
srmt, feids tliat this Bill is a Bill which is absolutelv revolutionary m 
-ts ehaiactei It m a Bill wliieh strikes at the innda mentals of Hindu 
law , wh(*n*as tbr Hindu law in une(piivocal tetins tier hues that the 
yiripeitv aeciuiied b\ a member of a joint Hindu familv, excejit in 
special eireumstanees to which we need not now lefer, must he treated 
as the pioperty of the joint family, this Bill shakes the Hindu law to 
its verv foundations and it proceeds to say that that proper tv will be 
his separate jiroperty, not partible at the instance of an> of tlie mem- 
beis The Hindu coiumuiiitv, v\Jiich 1 have the honoiu to repiesent m 
this House has alwavs been a very docile community, strong in the 
security of religions freedom, which has been vouelisafed to them by the 
successive proclamations ot the various Sovereigns of India They had 
be(*n K’niaining impoivious to the sui roundings and oblivuous of what 
was going on aiound them The lesiilt was that thev did not acquaint 
themselves with what was going on and they are mainly responsible 
for the position in which they find themselves now At no lime have 
they had adequate repiesentation in this Assembly or elsewhere But 
a strange event hap}>eiied last year , this attitude of theirs reeeiv^ed a 
rude shock, and a verv'^ violent shock in the shape of that legislative 
monstiositv which is now strutting under the name of the Child Harris 
age Restraint Act Thev woke up to the real situation, and they have 
come before the Assembly to-day to represent their grievances They 
feel that this Bill means sounding the death-knell of the joint family 
ties and affections 

Dr. Nand Lai I may lomind igy Honourable fueiid of the coufiicta 
m the various schools of Hindu law, 

Mr N Natesa Ayyar : They feel that the passing of this Bill means 
the signing of the death warrant of the joint Hindu family system. 
There is an organised moxement, mostly by Ary a Samajists, by Theoso- 
phists, by the promoters of social reform movements and by the pro- 
moters of self-respect movements, and above all, by that amphibiotui 
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section of Indian humanity which is neither Eastern nor Western, neither 
Indian noi Euro])ean hut a ^tianjre combination ot all that is bad in 
both, and which contains nothing that is good m eithei The attempt 
has been made by a numbei of bodies of this kind to wreck the tomt 
family s>stem and put an end to all the vurna la\\s, the ashruma laws, 
and the varna^htama s\stem To some extent I ha\e no quarrel with 
these bodies Tlie> fight this battle in open daylight , they give us a 
fair battle But what does this Bill propose to do ? In the shape of 
defining the law relating to The gains of learning, it mdiiectly strikes 
at the joint family system and wants to put an end altogether to the 
joint family system 


Sir Hari Singh Gour . How ? 


Mr. N Natesa Ayyar I shall answ^ei presently Mv Honourable 
Iriend mentioned that instead of disrupting the joint family, it tends to 
the preservation of the familv One leason further mentioned by him 
was that it is equitable and fair that the acquirer ought to have the 
benefit of the thing acquiied b\ him The fundamental fallacy that 
lies underneath this proposition is this , it takes no note of the fact 
that the Bill pre\cnts an induidual from making any acquisition what- 
soevei Wheieas llie Bill is anxious to piest'ive to the 

acqiiiiei the golden eggs whieh he hopes to acciuiie, the effect 
IS to prevent the ludiMdual from acquiring those golden eggs at all 
I .‘•hall exjilain the position in tins wav A fathei, an elder bi other, or 
the manager of a joint Hindu lamih has now a \ei'v good incentive to 
send the sons oi wards to England or to e(juip them in e%ery depart- 
ment of knowledge The in(*enti\e is that, as a lesiilt of the education 
imparted at tlie famih expmise th(‘ bo\ returns full} equipped He is 
a source of profit to the family It is this selfish interest — and human 
actions cannot be fiee fiom this Kind of \anity and selfishness — which 
gives an incentnc to the managei of the familv to equip the junior 
members of the family wuth highei education This incentive will, if 
the Bill becomes law% be irretnevabU gone and gone foi ever , and the 
result will be that, within two decades of the working of this 
Act, vou Will not be able to find one Hindu in a position to go to schools 
01 colleges for higher education 1 lespectfully place before you for the 
consideration of this House this salient feature which has been comple- 
tely lost ‘‘ight of I will ask Mi Jajakar, if this law had been passed 
35 years ago, would he have been able to appear in this As.sembly m 
the capacity in wdiich he now apjiears here ? I doubt very much whe- 
ther 50 per cent of the Members who are now figuring as 
Members of the Assembly would have been able to appear 
here and to place before this House matteis which they are 
now representing It is because this law^ did not exist, it is because the 
fathers and managers of families were fully cognisant of the benefits- 
of the joint Hindu family law by which they were themselves governed 
that they were sending their boys for higher education, and we are now 
whnt wv arc I therefore put this matter forward preemmentlv for 
me consideration of the Assembly as an element which it has to" take 
into consideration before giving its verdict upon this Bill 


There is one other aspect of the case It was represented by the 
Honourable the Mover that there would be hardship in shutting out the 
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beiK^fits of the acquisition from the acqiiiier’s widow, in case he hap- 
pened to die without making any arrangements for the benefit of the 
widoAv My answer to that is this I shall assume that it is a haidship 
But siqipose there is an unchaste wufe, suppose there are daughters by 
a pre-deceased wife, who will get this property m the absence of the 
son ' W[\\ should the daughters be disiegarded ’ 

Sir Han Singh Oour : Who should get it according to vou ^ 

Mr N Natesa Ayyar . I wull answer it The spirit of the Hindu 
law IS that the joint family should get it Why should you break away 
from that law ? What is the extraordinai’y circumstance which compels 
us to saj that the stiangei who has come into the family — the widow — 
should get it rathei than the devoted tathei, brother and the other 
meinbeis of the fainih w'ho w'oiild otherwise get it ? What is the special 
reason which mo\es th(‘ nnnci of the Honourable the Mover of the Bill ? 

Dr Nand Lai It is legrettahle that the widow, who is the queen of 
the house, should he consideied as a strangei 

Mr N. Natesa Ayyar • Certainly she is a strangei The moment 
she comes into the famdy she may become a member of the family, but 
hctw(‘cn the copaiceneis and the issindess widow, certainly the 
V. id(ui is a stiangcu, and tht* lemed} icgardmg this mattci lies in the 
hands of the acquirei himself At aii\ moment lie can separate himself 
from the joint family — a piece of paper wull do foi the purpose and no 
registiatioii is necessar\ — and he ma^ declaie tlnit he is a separated 
member and from that moment all the propeit\ that lie acquires will 
become his self-aequii ed pioj)ert\, and the \Md(n\ wdl get it Fiom 
that moment all Ins acquisitions become his scjiaiate pu)pert\ One 
leason winch was painted in luiid < oloms h\ the Ilonouiable the Mover 
of the Bill wMs that theie aie mam difficult le^ confronting judicial tri- 
bunals in determining the question wdiethei a p.irtieular acquisition is 
s(di-,u‘(]uis]tion, the gains of Ictirning, oi the p^sult of oidinaiv educa- 
tion W hal IS the icnicd\ ioi Ihi,-) state ol thing-^ ’ K it not flving 
dnectlv against the principles of TIindu law ' The Hindu law says 
that the gtuns of leuning ne not paitihle if tlun aie not acquired to 
the detriment of the famih estate The judicial tnbunals feed cxticme 
dlffiLalt^ in detei mining the question w'hat aie the gains of learning 
and what are not the gams of learning Well the simple solution tor 
this IS to define what is meant by gams of learning 

Sir Han Singh Oour . That is just what he has done 

Mr N Natesa Ayyar Not by saying that, whatever is acquired 
as th(‘ result of education is his self-acquisition and must go to the mdi- 
vuluel ae<]uning it 

Sir Han Singh Oour . That follows fiom it 

Mr N Natesa Ayyar 'That will not follow If you define the 
term and wliat “ gams of learning means, then the judicial tnbunals 
will experience no difficulty whatsoever m giving their verdict as to 
whether a particiilai acquisition is or is not the result of learning , 
hut mstead of so doing that, what this Bill attempts to do is, whether 
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Lbe acquisition is the result of lea i mug or the result of ordinary mdus- 
tiy, to provide that in all cases alike it ought to go to the hand of the 
icquirer. This is what the Hindu law direitK sa>s ought not to be 
lone The Hindu law sajs that it is onh the gains of learning not 
icqiiired to the detriment of the tdiiiily that alone should be partible , 
lut the proposed Bill will sa> that all acquisitions, however made will 
le the propeity of the acquiitr This is thing diiectlv in the face of 
Sindu law , it is abrogating the Hindu law^ it is shaking the founda- 
lons of Hindu law% foi which theie is absoluteU no justification I 
herefore say that this Bill ought not to be rushed through , I do not 
vant that this mattiw ought not to be considered m all its aspects It 
s said that this Bill has been hefoie the public foi nearh one > eai I 
nust confess that though 1 am in the piotession, I have not had know- 
edg^ of the Bill until thiee oi tout months back Do \ou expect the 
nany millions inhabiting the Southern Presidency to have knowledge 
>f tills Bill ^ I know toi certain that the vast majority ot people there 
lo not know of the Bill Why then sliould vou rush it through at this- 
ast stage of the House Whv should not the ordinarv practice of cii^ 
•ulating the Bill for public opinion be had recourse to in this case as 
n other cases ? We have had the benefit of a Committee ot five , thev^ 
ay simply that they appiove of the piinciple of the Bill , they do not 
mter into any elaborate discussion of the scope or principles of the 
iill , and it has been reseived to one member, a dissenting membeir 
ilr Kelkar, to say that the Bill is defective at least in one respect 
should not that matter be considered Why should a family be depriv'- 
d of the money which it has spent upon a particulai individual ^ 

Sir Han Singh Gour . Did he eai n that nione> as gams of learning % 

Mr, N Natesa Ayyar There is a fallacy here again on the part of 
he Mover of the Bill He juit foi ward a statement before this As- 
embly that the ordinary Hindn law' is that, v\hen a partition is made, 
he pel son who has had the benefit of the e<lucation cannot be called 
poll to ieiTu})Ui.se the famdv to the extent of the expenses which had 
»een incurred on his behalf 1 think that is only partially correct 
Vhen the partition takes place, the property he has already acquired 
anst be brought into the familv chest I btdieve that the House will 
le able to see the fallacy It is true that when an account is taken, the 
aember on v^'hose behalf expKuise has been incurred will not be called 
ipon to reimburse the sum that has been expended on his behalf, but 
irhat IS the reason ? The reason is that the property he has acquired 
8 a result of that expenditure wull also be brought into the common 
best and will be divided , but when >ou denv one thing, >ou ought 
lot to deny the other If you deny the right of the family to participate 
a the benefit of the acquisitions that have been made, you ought not to 
eny the right of the family to have the expenses reimbursed. That as- 
pect of the case has also to be considcied by the Assembly 

On the whole, it is my respectful’ submission that this Bill has not 
cached a stage at which it can be lUshed through m the Assembly 
rithput further consideration There are very many persons who are 
ntitled to speak authoritatively on this point, and it is absolutely 
eeessary that the Bill should be circulated for obtaining the opinions 
f those who are entitled to give their opinion 
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Mr T N Ramaknshna Reddi (Madras ceded Districts and Chittox* 
Non Muhammadan Rural) Mr President, at this sta^e of the diHCUS- 
Sion, it IS not my pin pose to enter into the labvrinth of learned and at 
the same time ^ery inteiestin^ disquisitions on Hindu law as was done 
by the pi e\ ions two Honourable Members, noi to attempt at reconcilia- 
tion of the conflict of some sections m the EMdenee Act with some provi- 
sions of this Rill, which ni\ Honourable friend Dr Gour thoup^ht might 
come about if this Bill was passed into Daw Tf there are any such 
conflicts, it is for those H(>nouiable Mmnbers to bnng in amending Bills 
to iemo\e such detects IhP Sir, T am glad to find unanimity of 
opinion among Members in tin , House, inehiding tlie Honourable and 
learned Membef, Dr Goni in ta^ our of this Bill As fai as 1 can see 
there are oiih disi oi (hinl notes ^oimded aeain^t this Rill 

Mr M K Acharya Main more in the country 

Mr T N Ramaknahna Reddi : As far as J van see, there die only 
two discordant notes , one ot the Honourable Membeis who opposed 
this Rill (lid so on grounds ot orthodoxy , another Honouiable Member 
opposed the Rill on the grounds ot legality as well as orthodoxy I do 
not see there are an\ \alid grounds for opposing this Rill on the 
ground of oitliodoxi The Honourabl(‘ Member, who is a Sanatana 
Dliaimist might reinfinhfn that thme were two Sanatana Dharma con- 
ferenees held alter the Rill was intiodueed in this Assembly Gne was 
at Madias and it w^as presided over by no less a person than Mi V V 
Srinivasa Avvangar, who had adorned the High Court Beneh of Madras 
for tw^o years, and wdio is still consideied as an eminent Hindu law- 
yer He was a Sanatanist and President of the Sanatana Dharma 
Sablia, but he never raised any^ objection wuth legaid to this Bill though 
il was befoie the countiy at that time 

An Honourable Member No, it was not 

Mr T N Ramaknshna Reddi * The Honourable Member, vvLo now 
wants to interrupt me, did not raise his little finger in tiic Sabna 
Against the Rill 

Mr N Natesa Ayyar It was not one of th« subjects bi ought 
forv'^ard before the Conference 

Mr T N. Ramaknahna Reddi : That was the proper place for the 
Sanatana Dharmists to ventilate their grievances, if any, against this 
Bill The Conference was a reiiresentative conference and that was the 
pioper place 

Then the Honourable Member said that oithodox Hindus aie always 
o]iposed to any deviation from the Hindu law’ Well, Sir, any lawyer, and 
much more so tlie eminent lawyer who preceded me, well knows how 
the High Courts have been interpreting Hindu law very liberally from 
time to time, and especially^ during the time of the late Justice Seshagiri 
Ayyai and that great social refoVmer the late Justice Sadi^i>a Iyer 
The \ ei lest tyro in the field of law will find that women have gamed a 
lot of jjiiMleges under the decisions of the High Courts — for instance, 
according to the Hindu law texts to which my Honourable friend who 
preceded me wants to chug, a woman cannot hold any property at all 
absolutely’ But that has been toned down by subsequent judgments of 
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the High Courts, so much so that at present a woman can hold property 
as her own, just as much as any male member of the family , and with 
regard io inanv other ])oints of Hindu law the High Courts have given 
very liberal interpretations and there were absolutely no objections raised 
against tho'^e decisions J support the Bill on various gi ounds, one of them 
being that it has been fiillv considered by the Select Committee composed 
of eminent ]a^\vels and business men and this has come out of the Select 
Committee unscathed Even Mr Kelkar did not oppose the Bill , he 
simplv said that on equitable grounds another clause must be added, 
that the acquirer should reimburse the monej which had been spent on 
his education That does not mean that he m opposed to the piinciple of 
the Bill Tt is ihe business of the tat her, it is his duty, to spend money 
on the ediKotiOn of his ehildien In the e>es of the tather there is no 
distinction between one child and another And nobody will expect, 
much less the father, that his son should pay back the money to the 
faamily Then, Sir, f support this Bill on other grounds also Poi in- 
stance, take the illustiation pointed out bv the Honouiable the Mover 
A man happens to earn a lot of mone\ as a lawyer or as a <loctor in a city 
and lives a very decent life More often his parents and other relations 
might be living in a Mllag“ leading a ^nllager’s life Suppose the man, 
who lives in the citV all his life and earns money, happens to die On 
his death his yife has 1o go to the village, though she has all along 
been Ining a deient life in the tovn, and obey the dictates and 
commands of the vomen of the house m the village , othervise she 
will be sent otit And is the fate of this poor widow and her female 
children to depend upon the uhims and caprices of the yomen 
at home in the village t Then again. Sir, even the High Courts have 
m recent cases decided that the gains of learning should belong to the 
acquirer even if he received a general education — it mav be B A or 
MA — unless it is a special education The distinction is made 
only with regard to special education Sir, it is very difficult to make 
a distinction between general "education and technical or special educa- 
tion in all cases and so, in order to lemove all these defects, this Bill 
has been introdiKcd, and 1 ha\e no doubt that e^er> progiessive Mem- 
ber of this House and e^ely lover ot this countrv will siip])ort this 
measure 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter (Law Member) Sir, the 
question before the House at the present moment is the amendnent for 
circulation, and I shall briefly state the Goyernment attitude in this 
matter Sir, in February last when the motion of my Honourable and 
learned fiicnd Mr Jayakar, for a lefereiice to Select Committee was 
before the House, I said this 

“ The Bill deals with secular rights and no religious principle is involved m it 
Afl the general sense of the Hindu Vfembers of the House is in favour of the principle 
of the Bill, Qnvemment will not stand in the way The attitude which Oovernnicnt 
take up in the matter is one of iieulrnlitv and they leave it to the Hindu Members to 
shape the Bill in manner best suited to the tonditions ” 

That yvas our attitude when the Bill was sent to the Select Com- 
mittee, and the House approved the principle of the Bill Now, the 

has been considered m the Select Committee and a Report has 
been made Our position with regard to circulation is this If we 



458 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


i 15 th July 1930. 


[Sir Bio)eii(lia Mitter ] 

were eonxineed lluit tliere Was d i^^eneral feeling against this Bill, (►r if we 
were convinced that the Bill had got any of the mischievous tenden-cies 
which friend Air Acliarya mentioned, then, Government v^ould cer- 
tainly have suiipoited the motion for circulation 

Mr, M K Acharya * How do \ou know it eveept by eiu illation 

The Honoiu’able Sir Brojendra Mitter : U we weie corn meed ot it,, 
we would certainly ha\e supported the motion for ciicnlation Sir, the 
Bill has been before the country for several months It has been said 
that the vast millions do not know anything of the Bill Even if the 
Bill were befoie the eonntiy for ten j^ears, those vast millions would 
Tievei have known ot it, and even if they liad known of it, not even a 
microscopic mmoiity of those vast millions would have iindei stood the 
implications of the Bill This is not d lavnidn’s Bill A lav man would 
not understand what the law is, how the law has been from time to time 
interpreted hv the courts and what changes die necessary That is 
not a matte/ foi the masses This is a mattei entirely for lawyers 
This IS a lawyer’s Bill Therefore, the plea that the general public 
have not had an opportunity of expressing their views on the Bill, 1 
submit, IS not valid 

Mr M K Acharya Have the electors, who have sent us here, no 
right to say what they think of the Bill ^ 

Th« Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter . Tlu* electors ha\e got every 
right to sav whatevei the> choose on aiiv measure before the Legisla- 
ture, but the (juestion is the competence ol the people to talk on a 
measure like this Are the general masses competent to talk on a 
measure like this, oi ate they competent to foim any judgment on a 
measure like this / It is onlv lawyeis wlio can foim a judgment 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh (AInzaftarpyr cvm Ghamparan Non- 
Muhammadan) Sir, does not this Bill seek to change the con^’se of suc- 
cession of property 1 

Sir Han Singh Gour : No, it does not 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter I am coming to it presently. 
AVhat I sav is this, that if Government were convinced that rhis Bill 
had any of the micliievous tendencies which have been refened to in 
the course of the debate, certainly Government would have supported 
the motion for circulation Now, what are the mischievous tendencies 
which have been mentioned ? The first is, that it tends to disrupt the 
joint family ^ii, we are not convinced that the Bill has got that 
tendency 

Rao Bahadur D R Patil (Bombay Central Division Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) Wm have not heard all the Members , how are you con- 
vinced then ? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter . The first alleged mischiev- 
ous tendency is the disruption of the joint family Sir, we are not 
convinced that the Bill has that tendency It has been pointed out by 
a number of Members that it has just the opposite tendency Not only 
does it not mean dismtegiation of the joint family, but it means, if it 
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lueAns anything at all, consolidation of the jomt famiJjr. Thitt iB tllB 
view which Government take ^ , 

The second mischievous tendency which has been mentioned is 
that it offends in some way Hindu Dharmft Sir, Government fake^he 
view that no principle of Dharma is involved m this BUI It is a 
purely secular measure, and therefore Hindu Dharma does not coma 
in at all 

The third mischievous tendency which has been referred to by the 
last speaker is that, it this Bill be passed, then Hindu parents would 
he disinclined to spend money for the education of their children Sir, 
speaking as a Hindu, I say this, that it is a gross libel on Hindu 
parents Hindu parents will continue to educate their children even 
though such a step involves the gieatest sacrifice Hindu paients do 
not educate their children in the evpectation of a monetary leturn out 
of the acquisition of those children They educate their children m 
discharge of their parental dut>, out of love and affection These are 
the three mischievous tendencies referred to On none of them are the 
Government convinced That being so, Sir, Government cannot support 
the motion for circulation The BUI has been before the country for 
several months and Go\ernment have not received any protest either 
fiom any Hindu Association oi from any person competent to express 
an opinion on the measure 

Mr M K Acharya Becaus» (Jovernmenl liave not asked them 

Mr N O Ranga (East (jioda\ an and West Godavari c'tm Kistna 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) It is the business of the public to express 
their vion 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter In view of the opinion ex- 
pressed in this House in JPebruary, and m view of the geneial sense 
anioim the Hindu Members in support of the Bill,, Government feel that 
no useful puipose will be served b> circulating the Bill for further 
opinions Sir Government are not in a position to support the motion 
for circulation 

Several Honourable Members Bit the question be now i>ut 

Mr President . The question is that the question be now put. 

The motion was adopted 

Mr* Ibresident : The original motion was . 

THat the Bill to rteidaro gams of 1( iniing’hv ii Hindu to bt* his separate pro- 
perty, as upoitrd by the 8elett Comiuittio, bo t ikeu into ( onsuloratioii ” 

Since which the following amendment has been moved * 

** TKirt the Bill, "as reported b> the ReU<t Comuiittee, he cireulated for the pur- 
pose ol t licit ng opinions thereon ” 

The that t have to put is that that amendment he made. 

^ motion negatived. 

Pre^dent The question I have to put ia, - ; . 

** That the Bill, to declare gama of learning bj a Hindu to be his separate pro- 
perty, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration " 

L7CPB(I.A) r 
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The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill 

Mr President . Clause 3. 

Mr M K Acharya {Cries of “ Withdraw ”) t beg to move that 
at the end of clause 3 the following be added 

“ PjovjumI ho\\(Voi tint \Nhi‘ro .1 person's loarinng has been unparted to him 
out ot tile loiut funds of his family, he shall be liable to repay to those ^oint funds 
the full amount spent npOli l»is learning " 

Sir, I am one of those who always feel. 

Sir Han Singh Gour I ruse to a point of oiden Under Standing 
Order 46, printed at page 113 of the Assembly Manual, notice of an 
amendment should have been given not less than two clear days before the 
date on.' which tii(‘ Bill is to he foii^jdeied, and if it is not so given, any 
Member may object to the moving of the amendment and such objection 
shall {irevail, unless the President, in the exercise of his power to suspend 
this Standing Oidei, allows the amendment to be moved I never got 
notice of this amendment and I do not think that any other Honourable 
Member got two clear da\s’ notice of this amendment Sir, 1 object to the 
moving of this amendment 

Mr Piesident I understand that notice of the amendment was 
received on the 12 th and it w'as printed and circulated before tw^o clear 
(lays from to-day Theiefore, the amendment is in order 

Mr M K Acharya Thank vou, Sir I am soiiv that, even when 
Members are sure of their votes, they must try to get ad\antage by sub- 
terfuges by having lesoit to rules and Standing Orders I am very glad 
that you are here to vindicate the rights of humble Members like me Now, 
Sir, T will lust ^ay this As the House wants to show to me what their 
general feeling is towards this amendment, 1 would submit most respect- 
fully to ^oll and to others that I am here to do ray very humble duty, and 
I ^<111 beg of vOU and others to allow me to do it whatever may be the eon- 
secpiences T am one of those who believe 

“ ThcA ire slnea who dare not be in the right ivith tvvo or three ” ’ 

What does it matter ? The great majority here are against me ink this 
amendment, but T am here to do mv humble duty, an(i my humble dpty I 
will do (An Honourable Memhet “ This is not the first occasion ’*) 
No, this IS not the first occasipn certainly when I do my duty The amend- 

4 p ment that I want to move is that at the end of clause St 

the following be added ‘ 

ProMded however that where a personas learning haa been imparted to him out 
^^11 ^ tunds of his fainilv, he shall be liable to repay to those joint funds the 

full Mmonnt ^ipont upon his learning ” 

I am Te^y to admit that, if J ha^ more time at my oouaul^ my 

lawyer ftiends, I fniglJt ' have able fo‘ dra!ft ibis much Wtter Our 
minds were engrossed with other things and that wasrha fatit my ailment 
this morning I was greatly impressed by the argument of .Mr. Hclkar 
contained in his minute of dissetlt . r* 
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Mr^ Presidept m your amendment without eon- 

gultin^ your ffietids T , t( 

% HI K Ac^a Because I had no tune and I was afraid that 
tjfiey wouf^ ask' me l^or l^ieir fee-i I saw tjus note of MV Kclkar tvliTch 
'^^as pnt ipto hands only last week After sthdyin^ it — I thohj^t my 
iptelligenV friends wpuld easifj; follow me — l ls|ent m notice of this amend- 
ment, and hOt(^ever, iihperfect it may be, I want to have it recorded, because 
hereafter when the piovisions of this Bill come up af?ain, somebody may 
bring in a better Bill Now, two or three objections hav^ been taken, some 
of which appear to me to be trivolou^) One of them w’as that, e\on under 
the present law, there is no obligation to pay back to the family what is- 
spent upon general education, and therefore why should we create an obliga- 
tion m the new Bill, which is not already in the existing law ’ I thought 
the new Bill was meant to improve the existing law in certain respects, 
I thought that the Honourable Mi Javakar wanted to improve the present 
law W'lth regard to gams of learning, and it should be open to him to allow 
others also to improve the existing law However, it is doubtful, as my 
friend Mr Natesa Ajyar has just said, whether in the existing law there 
IS any provision at all ot some kind or other with regard to the family 
claim on the gams of learning Anothei reason was. put forward by the 
learned Knight from Nagpur that there is nothing m Cdinstian or 
Muhammadan law to the effect that the father must be paid back the cost 
of the education of his son, and that therefore there should be nothing 
m the Hindu law Even supposing, foi tlie sake of argument, that there 
IS nothing m Christian or Muhammadan or Jewush or Parsi law, I cannot 
see the force of the argument that there should be nothing provided m 
the Hindu law I do not exactly understand the logic of this at all You 
can as well say that, if men of other creeds do not put any mark on their 
forehead in memory of God’s name, therefore I should not put any on my 
forehead I do not understand that analogy If such a yiroMsioii does 
not exist in other systems of law, piohably they do not require it T can- 
not understand the force of the logic that merely because such a provision 
does not exist m other systems of law, theuiore there should be no piovision 
in the Hindu law The Hindu law is wholly different from other systems. 
The argument of the Honourable the Law Member was a little more satis- 
factory — that the father does his dutj to his son because he wants his son 
to be great and happy m future, iriespective of any return Certainly the 
Hindu dharma is very much more comprehensive, and let me here respect- 
fully ^bmit to the Honourable the Law^ Member that that term dharma ** 
does not mean the English w'ord “ religion ” 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter The meaning of the word 
** dharma ” is duty and when I spoke of ** dharma ** I used the word in 
that sense ' ~ ' 

Mr Mr K. Acharya • That is a side question into which we need not 
entar i^w. Uhmrma ** means a lot of things — ^the whole cyclo^dia of 
right hfe. It cannot be exjiressed by the word “ duty or any other 
word That is by the wav After all a father does his best towards his^ 
son, inreflfpective of any return. Similarly a son is expected to So his Wst 
toivards his father There may be an ungrateful isoh Who does not do his 
dutjrby thoee Who' spent money on his edufeation, There mav <» kicked 
hmftiand^ ^Who is encouraged hy the law to transfer all his gains of learn- 
ing 'tb his wife T*he8e various aspects this' question, but they do 
not repr^seni^the leghl \s)^ect. . . . ' - ' , 

h7ahB<fJi) ^ v2 
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Mr PrwidBnt Order, order. I hope the* tIotioUiral4e M€(?a))cr wfH 
^^dly realise tha<t this is |he ^last da^ wjhe^ non-official Bill^ li^l he dis- 
cussed m this House This is the last day allotted di^ng this Session 
when non-official Members will do the work of legislation. Therefore J 
trps^t Honourable Member will be good enough to restrict his speech 
only to the point at issue His speech ought to be relevant and he ^ould 
restrict himself to the point at issue. 

j Mr M K. Acharya I bow to your wishes ; but I am not responsibU 
for this debate at all , it has been thrust upon me Now, Sir, my argu 
ment is simply this There may not be an obligation on the part of the 
son to repay the amount to the family m the legal sense , but I thinfe 
it 18 the moral duty of every son to pay back to his father or other mem 
bers of the joint family the sura which has been spent upon his education 
from the funds of the joint family. 

Lastly, I behe\e IMr Jayakar asked, who is to find out how mud 
was spent upon the education and how much should be paid back ? And 
he said that the widow% long afterwards, would be put to the trouble ol 
proving whether the education was received out of family funds or was 
not received out of family funds Sir, I am not a lawyer, but I should 
have thought that the burden of the proot w'onld be upon tho<e who claim 
If a member of the family claims tliat some of the money in question 
should go back to the family, I think the buiden of proof would not be 
upon the widow' but upon those who put forward this claim, and I should 
have thought the onus w'ould not he on hei to show^ that the gains of learn- 
ing in (piestion wer(’ acquired in this way or that w'ay However, that is 
fm the lawyers to sav 1 peisonallv do not think this a ^ound argument, 
as 1 should have thought that the pioof w'ould ha\o to come from those 
w^hn claim In any case, T submit the least that we can do is, while agree- 
ing to this Bill to insert a provision however impeifect — and Sir Hari 
Singh (loui has shown that the Bill would have been better if further 
amended in some ways — that “ where a person’s learning has been im- 
parted to him out of the joint funds of his family, he shall be liable to 
repax to tho^ie joint funds the full amount spent iqxui his learning 
Sir. a mail whose parents or guardians spent all the family property 
on educating him is under some obligation and may even be called upon 
in a court of law' to })av some of the expenditure back That is all T'want 
to say and therefore T move mv amendment It does not matter to me 
wdiether it is going to be accepted or not, but T must do my duty and move 
amendment 

Mr President . Mr Jayakar. 

Mr. N Natesa Ayyar * Sir, I crave only a few minutes in order tc 
suppoit the amendment The only aspect which I w^sb ^to .place before 
this Assepibly tbe legal aspect My Honourable frsiend,' Mr Aeharya^ 
said that it is a moral obligation. I say it is not only a moral obligatihi] 
but It IS a legal obligation as xvell The legal aspect of the case is the 
common sense aspect Law is but the quinteasenep of eom*n<m sense, 
ap4 common sense requires that any, expense incurred under this head 
ought to be leiinbursed to the family * The father or the manager of a 
pr^ppefty, whoe\er he maj' be, wjiep he spends monjeiy ,on, a phrtnSnlahimein» 
b^l'^ of tile family, does so *88 a for, the 'He cannot embank 

upon an enterprise which will not be for the benefit of th^.famUy,i , If there, 
fore a ^particular sum is to be spent on a particular member of a family. 
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rtue manager of the family or the father will be guilty of a gross derelic- 
tion of duty and of a gross breach of trust if he does not limit the expendi- 
ture within the safeguards which have bw'n^pttMdedf^ by'law Thfehefore, 
when a particular member of a family acquires higher education and is 
sent to England or any other place for the purpose of special study the 
father or the manager of the family hopes, not</or his pwn persoi^l in- 
terest, but in the interests of the family, that a corresponding return to 
the family for the monies spent out of the family fund will bf^ made 
Therefore it is not only a moral ohligatioh, bUt it 'is 0* leijiaP ' obfif ation 
which he owes to the tamilv Mhich lias incurred the expense, A ^^niber 
of a joint family, who has been educated at the joint famih expense, 
should be under an obligation to repay it, and inasmuch as this is a 
matter relating to a trust which has been imposed on the father, there is 
absolutely no period of limitation for his claim When the time of 
accounting comes, when the members of the family are to give an account 
of the various monies received, then comes the time for taking the accounts, 
and then you vill have a proper account of the proper amount which is to 
be payable by one member or other of a joint family Therefore I heartity 
support the amendment of my Honourable friend, Mr Acharya 

Mr M R Jayakar Sir, I oppose this amendment (Hear, hear,) 
and I shall deal with it in just a few words because there are a number 
of other Bills, and as the Honourable the President has reinaiked, this 
is our last day for going through iion-oflfieial Bills Sii, tins amendment 
IS absolutely ill-considered, as Mr Acharya himself admitted (Mr M K 
Acharya', No, no If Sn, the Honourable Members uill turn to 
this amendment, which reads 

‘M^rovulecl honever that ^^ht*ro i person’s learning has been imparted to him 
out of the lomt funds of his famih, he shill be liable to repay the full amount spent 
upon hi8 learning ’ 

and if they will then turn to the definition of the word “ learning ”, that 

IS 


“ edneation, Avhether elementary, technu il, seientific, special or general, and training 
of eveiv kind which is usually intended to enable a person to pursue any trade, in- 
dustry, profession or avocation in life ”, 

they will see the absurdity of this amendment Of course one can 
forgive Mr Acharya because he is not a lawyer, but I am surprised 
that my lawyer friend Mr Natesa Ayyar should not have seen the ab- 
surdity of Mr Acharya ’s amendment If ve accept this amendment, 
8ir, the result of that will be that the present law will be made even 
stricter, and the acquisitions of any learning, however, elementary 
and general it may be, will be regarded as joint family property and 
will have to be repaid back That means that the present law will be 
made narrower than it is at present As Mr Acharya himself has ad- 
mitted, this amendment is most ill-eoiisideied and I oppose it. 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh • It i'* mischievous 

) / ' - ' * ' ^ ti ' 

Mr. President : The question is that at the end of clause 3 the fol- 
lowing be added : c* * ' ' 

however that where a person’s learning has been imparted to him 
oM of the fhhds of bis filnify, he shall be IS&ble to repay to those jbifat ftuofds 
fho fail 'fioatunt i^pent «pon bis laanimg ” .loit 
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the motion was negative^ 

Clauses 3 and 4 were added to the Bill 

Clause 1 wan added to the Bill 

The Title and the Preamble Were added to the Bill 

]!klr M R Jayakar Sii, I move that the Bill be passed 

BIr. M K. Aoharya : Sir, I object to the passing of the Bill 

Mr President The question is that the Bill be passed 

The motion was adopted 


THE AJMER-MERWARA (^OURT-PEEB (AMENDMENT) BILL 

Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda (Ajmei-Meiwai.i Ceiu ral) Sii I 
to mo\e that the Bill tuither to amend the (haul-tees Act, l.S7t), toi 
a certain laiipost, as repeated 1)> the Sele<'t Committee be takeii iriti 
consul* 1 .it.oa Th s Bill i i ‘.impb* meusiui <jul its ap];)heabilit\ u 
confined to A jinei -Mei v ai a The Bill aims at ledueuiu tlie binden 
ot coiiitdees on widows If this Bdl is passed into l^w, widows ^ning 
loi memteiiaiuc' will ha\e to pa;\ a lesser amount ot couitfees on their 
])hmits tluui under tlie piesent Coiul lees \( t Tt is * ntaeB a ipU‘s 
tion of ie\cmu', and tiu Bill iS non-eontmil lou d'lu Lm al (i'n<un 
menl h<i\e lecepted tlu' Jtdl, and the (ioMinnunt ol India aie in eoni 
phde Hgieenient wuth tlu* teims ot tlie amendiiiL^ Bill 1 tluiefoie moM 
tha^ th(' Bill be t<du“n into eonsideiatioii 

Mr 0 W Gwynne (Home Di iiartmeiit Nominated Official) 8ii, I 
onh w isli to sav tiuit, as was explained at DeDu nh mi the motu-n loi lelei 
enee to Seba t Committei* w.is passed (TOceinmiMit ha\e no oliiection to 
tins IWil li('\ ai(‘ \(i\ liieiidl\ to it, aiul sipipoit it now that the 
ned'ssaM diatting amendments have been made 

Mr President The (juostion is 

“ Til it tlu Pill turthei to .inunul the Court fees Act, 1870, for u ceitain pur 
pose, IS ujiorfid ])v the K( lei t Committee, tie taken into consideration” 

The motion was adopted 

Clause 2 w'as added to the Bill 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill 

The Title and the Preamble w^eie added to the Bill 

Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda Sir, T mo\e that the Bill be passed 

Mr President * The question is 

” That tlie Bill furthei to amend the Court feea Act, 1870^ for a certain purpose, 
as njioited bv tlie Select Comroittee. bo passed ” 

Tlu* motion was adopted 

THE MHSBALMAN WAKP VALIDATING (AMENDMENT) BILL 

Mr A H Qhuznavi (Dacca Division Muhammadan Rural) j Sir^ I 
beg to move that the Bill to amend the Mussulman Wakf Valnjating 
AoL 1913, as reported by the Select Cqnvnittee^.be tak^^ iQta considera- 
tion. Sir, this short Bill w^as introducetb to give retroapebtive effect to 
the Mussalroan Wakf Validating Act, 1913, ivhich my Honourable friend 
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Mr Jinnah introduced m the old imperial ("ouncd, and that Act hai 
been in operation already toi the Iasi 17 yeari>, , lii b.atement ol 
Objects and Kea^sona I have fully explained, why thislBill is reqtpred* The 
Mussalman Wakf Validatinj^ Act aimed at yestonni^ the Mu^s^iuan 
Wakf law as it was understood and applied by the courts before Their 
Lordships in the Pri\y Conned overruled their decisions and declared 
Wakfs in favour of one’s family (Wakf ala’l-Aulad) as illusory and 
obnoxious to the rule against peijietuity There is no loom for doubt 
that this Validating Act of Did was never intended to be prospective, 
but being declaratory Act — an A< l declaratoi^ to the existing peisoual 
law of the Mussalmaiis — it \\a> (w ideidb letiospeet ive But in a num- 
ber of cases — and I have citf^d oid. a tew in niv statement of Objects 
and Reasons — the High Courts of tiidia ha\ e held tJiai Ihi-. Act if> pros- 
pective and not retiospective, and the Avakfs and endowments in favour 
of one’s family or descendants ( Aiilad ) executed ptiot* to the enactment 
of this law tJius stand excluded troni the puiview ot the Wakt Validat- 
ing Act of 1913 It is to include the^e wakfs and endowments within 
the purview of this Act and save manv a respectable taiiiilv from utter 
luin that this Bill has been hi ought in( Sii, it this Act \alidates wakfs 
in favour ot one’s family, children and descendants (Aulad) created 
after its enactment, why similai v\<ikts and endowments created befoie 
this Act was passed should Ix' depiiNcd of its protection passes ones 
comprehension Thev cinlainlv do not meiit tins pen<ilt\, and it is only 
just and fan that i eti ospeiO i\ eifeit should lx ' 4 iwn ^o the Wakf 
Validating Act of 1913 The Selecd ('omrnittcx', aftei giving it its care- 
ful considei ation has amended the Bill ITonouiabh* Members will 
obsel^e that the sole ol))t‘ci ol tlx Bill is t( giM ret i os\)ecti\ eft’eet 
to the Act ot 1913 Although tin' Bill has emeieed tiom the Select 
Committee in the form of a distinct, independent Hill and not as an 
fimending Bill, that object has not been lost sight ot Onlv the scojie of 
the Bill has been narrowed b\ tlie intiodnetion ot a pioviso to save 
nested rights as far as possible 

Sir, I move that the Bill, as amended, be taken into consideration 

The motion was adopted 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill 

Mr President : The question is that clause ^ stand jicit of the Bill 

Rai Bahadur 8 C Dutta (Surma Valley cum Shillong • Non- 
duhammadan) Sir, I move 

That clause 1 be renumbered hs thinse 1 (i) and the follovMtig new sub clause 
e inserted 

^ (S) rt shall come mto operation on the Isf' August 1931 ' 

' c 

hr, I wish, to by explaining how il is that 1, a non-Muhammadan, 

hould 'take aa interest in this matter wh^cb uiay be considered foc- 
udden grpuiid.for me I should explain at once that, vfh&^ I. was el^ct- 
4 a Member, of, this Aasembly in January last, some Mu^lman geptle- 
aen'of my district approaehed me and saul thad they were opposed to 
he prmeiplea of a. retrjqiiipeetive Bill ol this kmd and, that their \e^ed 
Dteresta. would suffer by, its passage They alsp said ^hat there, yjefte 
everal' waiefs' that sought to alter tho lawi.of, sueeessiou acoordi*^ tp 
he Muhammadan law I was r»y^ from the very beginning 

pposed to the principle of retrospective law, but at that time I gave 
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them only this promise that I would look into this matter when d came 
up before the Assembly When I got the text of the Bill, as amended 
by th^ SeB6xjt Cotriihifttee, T fMfnd Aat the scope of the 3ill^'was much 
re8ti‘icted by the proviso which was added to this BiU. I found th^t 
the proviso readly limited the 'scop^e of^tW Bill to a singly class and 1 
wondered why a law of this kind, restricting the operation of the Bill 
to ohly 'i^^akfs in respect of a very limited class of people should be 
passed at all But then I eonsideied that at least if the law was to be 
passed, those persons whose vested inteiests were affected by the Bill 
should be given some further measure of protection T thought that 
some further time should be given to those who might protect tlieir 
vested interests within the year The Bill does not piotect all vested 
interests 

BIr A H Ohuznavi : It does 

Rai Bahadur S C Dutta : I shall presently show that it does not It 
protects all vested interests that were acquired after the creation of the 
wakf 

Dr Nand Lai • (West Punjab Non-Muhammadan) Kindly see 
that it says already acquired That demolishes your argument 

Rai Bahadur S 0 Dutta No, it does not The pro\iso will show 
this The proviso runs thus 

“ Pro\ided that nothing herein contained shall be deemed in any way to affect 
any right, litlc, obligation or liability already acquired, accrued or incurred before 
the coniiueiK eiiieiit of this Act ” 

Now, what IS the meaning of acquisition ? Acquisition means that the 
right that was not existing before was actjuired subsequently, that is, 
acquired subsequent to the cieation of the \^akf Well then what is 
acquired f This proviso does not save the original owner who created 
the wakf, if he he living now It protects all acquisitions, it protects 
acquisition by purchase, by grant, by gift and also b\ wull or by light 
of inheritance Inheritance is also acquisition. Right accrues or is 
acquired therel)\ Supposing a person creates an invalid wakf 
and then he dies His heirs get the propeit\ That is also a 
kind of acquisition, if, when the wakf is created, it is invalid 
We are under this Bill \alidating wakfs that aie invalid If 
they are invalid, the property remains m the hands of the person who 
created the wakf as his own property As soon he dies, the property 
passes into the hands of his heirs They acquire it and that right is 
protected by this proviso The rights of heirs who get this property 
by right of inheritance are protected by this proviso. Then where does 
the operation of the Act end 1 Only m the case of those wakfs whose 
owners have not yet died. It is ISwiited to this particular class of per- 
sons That is, this validating Act would confine its operation to thoke 
wakfs, the creators of which are stUl alive ahd whose rights Imve not 
been protected by the proviso, as they cannot be said to haye Wcqiiilped any 
right That is the sense of the proviso I alsd gather from this 'provwo 
that it protects the rights of heirs This is alsfi dbar Iroitt ^tMs^that in 
this Bill, as it has emerged from the- Select Conttttittee/ there is no proviso 
to protect pending litigation. If it teas intends to affect the rights ^ 
%4irs, there dkould have been such a l^rovisionJ » . J » t 
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^ 5f //7T* 

Sir Hari Singh Gonr (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non* 
Muhammadan) Pending htigauon is protected by Ohtnae« 

^Ct . .. , u , r , ( 

' > Dr. Nand Jjal 5 There is a special Act for that^' i l ' 

Kai" Kdladtif 8 tS Dittta ' 'But it i^ ^cleat froih my point of vieV, 
that'^it protects all rights, e!x:cept rights that are iit 'the haindd of* tlie 
^tigihaPoWnet \yh6 crei^t^fd the W«kf idnd \vti6 is alive * That BMnp so, "I 
should remind the House that he has also a Vested right * 

Dr. A Suhi^Wardy (Biirdwan and Presidency Divisions Muham 
madan Rural j • What is vested right ’ . . 

Bai Bahadur S 0 Dutta • Vested right i« not future right, nor 
contingent right, hut it is existing right I would like to remiRd the 
House that we are contemplating to \alidafe wakfs which are in then 
inception, according to Muhammadan law, invajid That being so, there 
has been no valid wakf Theie has been no dedicatmu to God , so that 
the right remains in the hands of the peison who created the wakf, sc 
that that will be his vested right, and that is the only vested right that 
is affected by this Bill, as he has not acquired any light atresh and if- 
outside the scope of the protection of the proviso Considering the limit- 
ed scope of this Bill, I should say, that while a man may have created a 
wakf which is invalid accordinir to the Muhammadan law 

Dr A Suhrawardy • Not according to the Muhammadan law 

Rai Bahadur 8 C Dutta . According to tlie Muhammadan ltt^\ 
interpreted by the highest tribiinaj Otherv ise there is no necessity 
for this Bill 

Sir Han Singh Gk)ur : This Bill is intended to make the Validating 
Act of 1913 retrospective, and it safeguards every right 

Bai Bahadur S. C Dutta • Tl does not safeguard all rights , I want 
additional safeguards J say these are the persons who created certaiE 
wakfs, which are to be deemed invalid according to Muhammadan law 
as interpreted by the Privy Council Well then, suppose they were 
advised that the wakf was invalid, and subsequently, though they creat 
ed it, they were ti eating the property as their own 

Sir Han Singh Oour : There is the proviso. 

Eai Bahadur S 0 Dutta . Tha+ proviso docs not cover this ease 
It does not cover the case as the original owner does not acquire it Hif 
right remains as it was before 

Maulvi Abdul lAatin Chowdhury (Assam Muhammadan) ; Is the 
Honourable Member in order m discussing this question of vested righ 
on the amendment before this House ^ 

Bai Bahadut 8. 0. Dutta : I am in order as my amendment aimi 
to give protection . to those whose vested rights are going to be affected 

A^ Vc^nopi^blelffnm^^ : ^his m a matter which concerns Mussal 
v^y should' Honourable Member waste tiniO Over it t 

,|lai i P. I It does affect district from which 

^ iho majority the people are Inubamntadans, It ther^ 

coui^r^.me as -^t,is within tjho scope, ojf iny dnty. If I bav 
a. Xhlbt, J to discharge, /W duty acebr^ng to my conscience. ^ 
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say, 8ir, take the case of a man who created a wakf He was subse- 
quently advised that it was imalid Well then, he says, 1 Should 
hereafter treat it as my own property and no, farther deed is necessary 
I say that you should give that man another opportunity so that he 
might cl*eate a deed and settle all disputes with a view to avoid all fu- 
ture litigation about the property 

Mr President : How does your amendment help him 

Rai Bahadur 8. 0 Dutta : By giving him more time 

Sir Hari Singh Gout How ? 

Rai Bahadur S. 0 Dutta : The former deed by which he created the 
wakf was invalid and this amendment will gi\e him one v ear’s time 
so that he may create another wakf deed of a dirterent import If he 
wanted to maintain the same wakf, there would be no difficulty, but 
he may have changed his mind and may want the property to go to his 
h'uis In that ease, as this is going to be interfered with, he should 
get time to execute a deed setting aside the previous wakf This 
would be effectne and the Muhammadan law allows it 

Sir Hfln Singh Gout I just want to explain that this amendment 
la futile 

Rai Bahadur S C Dutta I ha\e not >et fiiushcd So, Sir, I think 
the House will considei this point, that it affects a class ot poisons who 
have eeitain lights and you are going to deprive them of tlu'ir rights 
Howevti limited this class ot pmsons ma\ be — Ihcv ma\ be \ei\ few — 
jou are going to ahect then ughta because according to the 
then lights ,irc not piotectcd, tor they have not acquired their rights after 
the Cl cation of the wakf This Bill does not protect their rights, so that an 
opportunitv should be gi\en to them to jirotect tlunr rights in the wm\ 
the\ are legallv advised They may create another wakf Or, because 
they Avere treating the ptopertv as then owm, as thej were advised that 
the wmkf already created was not vahd, tho^ must be given another 
oppoitunitv to create a deed setting aside tin* wakf and showing their 
intention that it is to go to the heirs So long as the Bill was not 
passed, sueh a deed wms not necessary 

Mr President . Please do not repeat your arguments 

Rai Bahadur S 0 Dutta , With these wuirds, t move my amend- 
ment 

Dr A iuhrawardy * Sir, T rise to opjiosc the amendment moved by 
mj Honourable fiiend Mr Dutta I have tried to listen, with great 
attention to his aiguments, but unfortunately T have failed to be im- 
pressed with the arguments advanced by him as to i Why the particular 
date 1st August, 1931, is chosen for the operation of this Bill If be 
had mentioned the Ist April, I might have ^ undcrstoo4 he had 

chovsen that date But I fully synipathise with him* frankly 

CQnfessed to us the reason why he is - taking _so .m^ci pter^ in this 
matter He said that he was approached, Mn the eye olf't^wo-election 
as a result of which he is here, by ceiH:ain Mussali^an^, rh 

matter and they have asked him, if not Ibriefed Thipi, to hoM a 
them here He has discharged that ohlig&HoJtr jand I think his ftiehds 
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ought to be grateful to him But I do not see any substance m the 
arguments advanced by him He says that this is interference with the 
Muslim law of succession In that sense the Muslin^ law of W9^fy the 
Muslim law of gift, and the Muslim law of wills, all these institutions 
ot Muslim law may be considered as interfering with the Muslim law 
of succession The Muslim juiists have deliberately given this power 
to every Muslim There is the Muslim law of succession no doubt, but 
at the same time a Mussalmau is given power to change the law of suc- 
cession, if he so desires, making a gift of the entire property to any- 
body, to the exclusion of his heirs Siinilariv by the law of \mqf he can 
give the whole property to charity if he likes That is also an inter- 
ference with the law of succession 

Rai Bahadur S C Dutta • That was not mv argument, but that is 
the effect 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy * That is not my Honourable friend’s argu- 
ment, but that IS the argument, which, if T understood my learned friend 
aright, was advanced to him by his Mussalman friends on the eve of the 
bje-ekction An^\\\.i>, this is not the time nor the occasion for me to 
dilate uf)on tlu‘ theory and pliilosi.pln of Muslim law. The question before 
us is a vei\ simple one The object of the Bill is, as it has ver> cliarly and 
lucidlv been explained, tO' gue ieti('sp(‘ctj\e effect to tlie Act ot Did, and 
the object of the ameiulnient is thal fin* Bill should not come mtn operation 
immediateh on its pasung into law luit on the id Augnsl, 1911 And if 
I undeistood ni} learned fneiid aught he said that the object ol this is to 
gi\e the fouiKieiN ot the ?ro jl ojqx'i 1 unities of jiiotecting tlnur vested 
interests T ha\e failed to umb'i stand how d can do so Tt the U'dqif is 
aU\t, lie (an, if he so desnes, leinUu tlie waqf valid by again e\(‘cuting a 
iKiqfvnhui and if an\ lights li.ue aeeiued up to 19, k) 1 do net se(‘ how' any 
injustice or inequity will be cause d to an> person by the Act coming 
into operation immediateh on its passage With these wmrds t ojipose 
the amendment 

Mr D Q. Mitchell (Secutaiv, Legislative Department) Mr 
President, the attitude of Oo\ernmcnt tOAvards this Bill is one of bene- 
volent neutrality Oo^einmenf an* preparfd to accept the general feel- 
ing of the House and if the gi'iieial feeling is in fa\our of this Bill 
we shall snppoit it But Ginennmnt are not prepared to aeccjit an^ 
textual amendments So far as I could follow^ the Honourable the Mover 
of the amendment, he appeared to attack this Bill on tw^o grounds The 
first was that the proviso liad so attenuated Ihe Bill that it was no longer 
worth passing I can advance no stronger aigument against his own 
motion that the Bdl should not conn* into operation for more than a 
>'ear If the Bill is so very attenuated as the Honourable the Mover would 
make out, then it wuU surely not he ivorth w^hile to postpone its opera- 
tion for another 13 months,. The second argument which T understood 
the Hoa<nir,able the Mover to make was that he wished to give time to the 
i0aq%fs to re-create their tnfists There is nothing in this Bill to prevent a 
waqif from creating his trust again after the passage of tlie Bill if 
he so desires. I oppose the motion 
Mr Prs^elit : The question is 

That 1 be* fe-numbeted aa clause 1 (i) and the folio w'ing now anb- 

flaiWQ }m ' > 

‘ (^) It fhall come into operation on the Ist August, 1931 ' " 

The motion was negatived 
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Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. ' > 

Mr. A H. Ghnznavi : Sir, I move that the Bill be passed, 
llie motion was adopted. 


THE HINDU WIDOWS’ RIGHT OF INHERITANCE BILL 

Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda (Ajmer-Merwara General) Sir, I move 
that the Bill to secuie a share for Hindu widows m their husbands’ 
family property be refeired to a Select Committee consisting of the 
Honourable the Horae Mem^ber, Mr R Jayakar, Mr. R K Shanmukham 
<'hetty, Sir Hiri Singli Goiir and the Mover, and that the number of mem- 
bers whose presence shall be nece<^^ary to constitute a meeting oi the 
Committee shall be three 

Sir, I know that, as this is the last dav for non-official Bills this 
Session, even if the Select Committee is appointed, we will not be able 
to carry this Bill through I therefoie will not take up miieh time in dis- 
cussing the merits of the Bill I will take only tw^o or three minutes to 
support this motion for Seleet Committee 

This Bill, Sir, was ordered to be circulated by the Legislative 
Assomblv on 21st January last The Bill has been circulated and 
ojnmons havT been received. I have carefully gone through them, 
and I find that the majority of opinions is in favour of the principle of 
the Bill Of the opinions recorded, 86 are in favour and only 49 against 
It, while many people who w'cre consulted offered no opinion Of course 
many of those A^ho favour the Bill suggest amendments Among those 
who have opposed the Bill there are many who have opposed it simply 
because they misunderstood the provisions of the Bill For instance one 
or two Local Governments think that the Bill disinherits sons m favour 
of widows It does nothing of the kind , the sons get their shares all 
right along with the mother 

The Honourable the Law Member, speaking m January last during 
the discussion of the Bill, said 

“ I appreciate the object of the Bill which is to secure to Hie Hindu widow a 
share in the family property with full power of disposition The present at- 

tempt IS not to elucidate what is obscure, but realh a definite step towards the im- 
provement of the widow’s position in the family To that extent the Honourable 
Ihe Afovci has my full sympatliy If the majority of the community affected by 

this law .ire in fa^ou^ of this departure then certainly Government would not stand 
in the w ’ ’ ' 

I hope, Sir, that by absenting to this motion for Select Committee 
the House will be doing nothing but giving th^r approbation to tlw 
principle of the Bill The principle* of !the Bill isf siinply tO’ alienate ttei 
lot of the Hindu widow, by gitkig^her a share ih the 'family pilfollerty 
The extent of the share and the nature of the share,' i.«4, whether it shoub 
be absolute or only in the nature of , a , widow ^8 e^te o 

fundamental importance or vital |o the?, Bill, That ia .matterf whicl 
the Select Committee may deal with. As the object of the^Bill is simpl; 
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tp alleviAte Uie liaird lot q£ the Hmdu widow and ^ive her some shara 
iiiUhe family property, X hope the House will aecept thistprinciiile of the 
Bill and accept my motion for reference of the Bill to Select Committee 
Sir, I move , . , , t - ^ ^ 3 

BIr Amar Nathi Dutt (Burdwan Division Non-Muhammadan Bnral) • 
Sir, I oi^ose this'motion for Select Committee, because accepting the Select 
Committee would be accepting the principles of the Bill Sir, we have had 
enough of legislation interfering with the laws of the Hindus 

Dr. A SnhraWardy (Burdwan and Presidency Divisions Iktuham- 
madan Rural) • And of the Muhammadans 

Hr. Amar Nath Dutt And of the Muhammadaans, as my Honourable 
frlepd says. The history of the Legislative Council m British India uaa 
formerly one of non-interference with the social customs and usages of the 
Hindus and Muhammadans and their laws of mheritance The first en- 
croachment was made by my Honourable friend, Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda, 
and if I am right, I think to a certain extent by my Honourable friend, 
Di* Gour, also Sir, the Hindu law of inheritance is a thing, not of today 
or yesterday, and our Rishis of old formulated laws of inheritance several 
centuries ago, under which we have been living without any interference 
e\en under the Muhammadan rule and though some people say unjustly 
that Muhammadan rule was worse than British rule, the Muhammadans 
never interfeied with the social customs or the religious usages of the 
Hindus 

Mr, President But this is not a Government Bill 

Blr Amar Nath Dutt But it is a product of one of their pensione<l 
officers Sir these are our new Manus and Parasaras Instead of our 
ancient Rishis, we have oui Gours and Sardas, and probably Mr Jayakar 
IS also an aspirant for that place 

Rai Sahib Btarbilas Sarda There is a saying, “ If you have no case, 
abuse the plaintiff’s attorney ” On rhat' principle apparently my Honour- 
able friend is proceeding 

Mr Amar Nath Dutt I would ask the Government to adopt tne 
doctime of Jaissez-faire m these matters I do not know whether they will 
or n^t The Honourable the Law Member nods and 1 hope I shall have his 
support m this matter 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter (Law Member) You will. 

Mr Amar Nath Dutt I hope that he will interfere as little as pos- 
sible with the social customs of the orthodox Hindus He and myself are 
at one about many things, and 1 think if We were to form a sbeiety of our 
oy^ we 'woiild welcoi^e a ghod man>; laws bke these , but what he and £ 
would not 4 s fhrust our own \iews upon thoscv Orthodox Hindus who 
do not think with iis. It may be that we arc right and they are wTon'g. 
or that they are right and we are wrong , however that may be, certainly 
wh have fio right, to thrust' our own views on them and chiinge the law o^ 
idiiehth^e th^r Si^ishes In facL if such laws are to be changed 

at ail snpnl4 be with the nnanimpus voice of those who are affected by 
theJUi Therefore, I beg to, oppose this motion for Select Committee because 
aocbpthttce Of this motioh wiR mean acceptance of the pi^nciples of |he Rip,, 
and I declare in no unmistakable terms that this is an alien Legislatpre ; 
and* friend, Rai, Sahib (Harbilas Sarda, has iio right to legisl^h'for 
ortho^ ^Hindus’ like my. friend over Ihm, Pandit Biaheshwar Proshd 
Bhattacharya. 
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Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur cum Champaran Non-Muham- 
madan) ; Before this debate proceeds further, may I ask the QioNernlhfent’ 
whether they will be pleased to expresik their attitude on this ihotiod 1 ‘It 
might be helpful to us < 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter A little later, ^ 

Dr Hand Punjab Non-Muhammadan) Bit, I speak with- 

great respect tor the jlonouiable the Opposer of this measure, because 
I find he has .been mduoed by the greatest posaiqle respeet for his own 
orthodox views However, I may tell him, with great defer^Jice^ that he 
18 mistaken This measure is of the greatest ^esijble in^portance and of the 
greatest possible utility to the Hin<lu world There is great criticism 
against Hindus thdt they do not think much of widows and that they treat 
them in some cases as chahel When her husband dies, the collateral of 
her husband and the male heirs try to deprive the widow of her property 
This IS a most useful measure and T, for one, will thank the author of the 
Bill I whole-heartedly support this measure, so far as the present request 
IS concerned, namely, that it should be referred to a Select Committee I 
may further say that I very strongly oppose the view which has been set 
fbrth by so learned a lawjer as my friend the opposer 

Rao Bahadur D R Patil (Bombay Central Division Non-Muhara- 
madan Rural) Mr President, I do not accept the principle of this Bill 
The motives underlying the Bill are undoubtedly good, but my friend, Rai 
Sahib Harbilas Sarda, forgets the state of the Hindu widow in Bombay as 
well as elsewhere I may tell this Honourable House that generally the 
Hindu widow, especially among backward classes, is an illiterate woman 
and she is under the influence of some of her relatives and does not know 
always what is for her own good Under the law as it stands, she has only 
a limited interest The object of the Bill is to give her an absolute estate 
Without taking much of the time of the House, I would like to read the 
opinion of the Honourable Mr Jadhav from the Bombay Presidency, as it 
will clearly give the real state of things regarding the Hindu widow m the 
Bombay Presidency so far as the backward classes are concerned He sa^^s ' 

“ Tho (’Oiulitiou of the Hindu as Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda says, is 

indci'd \crv dopldrnble After the death of het husband, as a member of a joint 
Hindu fannlT she loses all rights m the family propert} except that of mamtcnanoe 
and she is complete!} ,i{ the mercy of her husband’s relatives It is desirable to give 
her some independence and make proviaicwn for her comfortable hfe^ but I do not 
think that I should support the Bill in its entirety, especially when the condition of 
Mahratta women, tint is to sny, the backward classes in particular who are ednca- 
tionally bnckward, is tin ken into consideration They are almost illiterate and do not 
know what is going on outside They are, as a rule, under the influence of either 
their father or brother or some relative wl^ may misuse his influence to own pro- 
fit at the cost of her pioperty In the Bombay Deccan such widows are inflneed mod 
many a time duped by somebody and in this Way they lose the right of eaybypig Ihbir 
husbands’ property The passing of the present Bill will make the Hmdtr widowa 
wholly bull pendent of ill Bhattfooban/is t-ov bosbaiHl ’s relatives ‘ and the joint Hindu 
fannlv will be .i thing of the past. As so^n os a brother dies, if npt boforo, the 
family Mill be disrupted The widow irill claiin her share aii|4 Will either stay xvifh 
her paionts or som^b^'id} else j if she is W absolute owtlfer ih h^r pres^ atare 

of illiternt> slu will soon lose her property had may have to beg for her^maintenanee. 
Until widows aio educated 'and taught to realiee the responsibilities of TiWirti&htp, to 
inviwt them with absolute ownership will be to their loss They ought to be prot«*ted 
agamat themsohes ” , ' 

J’fQn; t|iis quot|it)on, Sir, you will be able tp see that^th^ tisie not, 

come wben absolute estate sbotild be ihYested lu ^ite‘ Ire 
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proposed by the Honourable Mr. Sarda. No doubt the Hindu widows ought 
to be protected, but this is not the way to protect their interests We must 
find out some other way to improve their lot , but if we pass this Bill into 
law as it IS, it will be a great weapon in the hands of busy bodies in rural 
areas to play mischief against the interests of the Hindu widow, especially, 
as has been clearly stated in the quotation I have just read out This Bill 
aims a death blow at the whole joint family system so it is really a revolu- 
tion in the law of inheritance — a law w'hich has been in force for so many 
years Had the Government thought it proper to amend the law, I am 
quite sure that they would have been the first to bring m legislation to 
make the necessary changes in the law' of inheritance so far as the interests 
9f the Hindu widow are concerned But as the Government did not take 
any steps in that direction and as the various High Courts did not make 
any recommendations to Government to effect the necessarv change m the 
law of inheritance for the Hindu widow, I do not think that the time has 
come when this Bill should be put on the Statute-book Now, I shall 
merely quote the opinion of a Commissioner in my pro- 
Vince He sa\s clearly 

Mr President Order, ordei The House now stands adjourned till 
tomorrow^ at 11 o’clock 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the (dock on Wednesdav, 
the 16th July, 1930. 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Wednesday, 16th July, 1930. 

The Asseinblv met in the A-^sembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr President in the Chair 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Refusal of Postmen in Bengal to deliver Letters to Untouchables. 

171. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (a) Will Government please state if they are 
aware that any postmen refused to deliver letters to untouchables m the 
Presidency of Bengal ? 

(b) If the repl> to pait (a) be in the affirmative, where, when, m how 
many cases, and what are the castes of the addressees of those letters f 

Mr H. A. Sams : (a) No 

(&) Does not arise 

Mr S. 0. Mitra . Will the 1 1 onou liable Member please refer to the 
Simon Report, Volume I, jiage TIO lines 13 and 11, and enquire where- 
from thej^ got this fantaslie mfonnation ? 

Mr H A Sams : Yes, Sir 

Ownership of Salt at Dharsana. 

172 •Mr S 0 Blitra (a) Will Government please explain wh>, m 
the Government communique, they declared that salt at Dharsana was not 
Government property, while in the latest “ Report on the Administration 
of Salt Dejiartment of the Bombay Presidency for the year 1928-29 at 
page 2, paragraph 7, it is stated “ The factories at Dharsana and Chhar- 
wada at the southern end of the Gujeiat Coast near Bulsar are both Gov- 
ernment property and w'orked departmcntally ” ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : The salt manufactured at 
Dharsana is the property of the airai las or salt workers, though the works 
are the property of the Government These works were described as 
departmcntally worked in the Administration Report evidently in order 
to distinguish them from private works and works leased out as a whole 
by the Government. The Department control the output and the sale 
price at Dharsana They also colh'ct tlie price of the salt from pur- 
chasers and pay it to the agarias. 

** Murabit ” Paint and Varnish. 

173. ♦Mr. 8. 0. BHtra : (a) Will Government please state if it is a 
fact that the Aiipore Government Test House issued a circular letter 
1^. 12588, dated the 16th March, 1927, to all the dealers and manufacturers 

^ 476 ) 
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of pamts and varnishes in India, asking foi the supply of samples of 
bituminous paint for tAvo years exposure test ? 

\b) If so, IS it a fact that bituminous paint Murabit of Messrs, 
the I\luraika Paint and Varnish Works, Ltd, 137, Canning Street, 
Calcutta, was supplied to the Alipore Goveinment Test House for two 
years’ (‘xposure test under cover of their letter Xo 1458, dated the 5th 
April, 1927 ^ 

{(•) It tlie answer to pait (h) be in the affiimatnc, will Government 
be pleased to state whether any record of the examination of the test was 
maintained in the Alipore Government Test House , if so, is it a fact that 
Messrs the Muraika Paint and Varnish Work^, Ltd, .sled for a copy of 
such I'^port and otfeied Its ,500 to the Government or a copy of such 
Hepoit / 

(d) Is it a fact that such a copy of the Repoit was refused to them 
even after a period ot twm years when the exposuie test was over I 

[e) Is it a fact that the Government purchased a sufficient quantity 
of bituminous paint “ IMurabit ” from Messrs the Muiarka Paint and 
■Varnish Works, Ltd, 137, Canning Street, Calcutta, for the three years, 
vx? , 1928-29, 1929-30 and 19,30-31 , if so, will Government be pleased to 
state the reasons tor their such purchases ? 

(/) Are GoAcrnment prepared to give a ceitificate to Messrs the 
Muiaika Paint and Vaniish Woiks, Ltd , if not, w'hy not ^ 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : (u), (6), (c) and (d) The Super- 
intendent, Go\einment Test House, Alipore, addressed \arioLis mmiii- 
tacturers and impoiteis ot Paints m India, including Messrs the Murarka 
Paint and Varnish Works, Ltd , Calcutta, asking them to submit standard 
samples of their products foi test against the Indian Stoics Department 
specifications The hr ms w^ere informed that the standard samples would 
be registeied and that the test results would constitute a permanent basis 
of reference when they w'ere invited to tendei for Indian Stores Depart- 
ment orders They were further informed that detailed results of tests 
on standard samples would not be communicated to them, but that they 
would be informed in due course whether or not their samples satisfied 
the respective s]ieeifieations, and if they failed to do so the i expect or 
respects in which such samples failed wmuld also he indicated 

In development of this scheme, samples of reA ised grades of 
bituminous solutions AAcre invited in March 1927, and Messrs the 
Murarka Paint and Varnish Works, Ltd , among others, submitted a 
sample of their solution m that connection m April, 1927 

A record has been maintained at the Government Test House of the 
examination of the samples and the general results obtained w^ere com- 
municated to the firms concerned, including the Murarka Paint atid 
Varnish Works, Ltd , in terms of the arrangement under which the 
samples were invited The latter fiupi asked to be furnished with a copy 
of the comjilete report stating that they were willing to pay “ a fancy 
price, say Ks 500, to secure the recommend^ry report They were 
told in reph that the sample had been examined for purely departmental 
purposes, that they had been informed Tieiore it wds received that a de- 
tailed report Avould not be suppbed, and that their request could not, 
therefore, be acceded to, in fairnesb to the other firms who had sent 
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sample at the same time and under the same conditions They were 
further informed thit it ^vas open to them to submit another sample and 
obtain a detailed test certificate on payment of the prescribed fee 
This they have not done up to nou 

U) Over the period m quo»tion the Indian Stores Department has 
purchased thiee different makes ot bituminous paiuts and included 
among these three was the Muiaika Paint and Varnish Works brand 
Murabit Their teiidei tor “ ^lurabit ” bituminous paint was accept- 
ed, because the price and ipiality ueie acceptable 

(/) That a contract was placed with the Muiarka Paint and 
Varnish Works for Muiabit ” bituminous paint indicates that the price 
and quality were considered to be satisfactory In such cases where 
price and quality aie acceptable, contracts are placed to cover current 
demands and the question oi gi anting certificates does not arise The 
award of the contract is in itself sufftcient evidence that the particular 
products are considered to be comparatively satisfactory 

Bfr S C. Mitra May I ask the Honourable Membei what stands in 
the way of the Goveinment Test House disclosing the result when they 
are prepared to pay the clnirges <md when a test again means another 
two years’ time ^ 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : My Honourable friend has 
evidently not listened to my leply I have pointed out that under the 
rules in force if this Companv is prepared to pay the normal charges for 
such tests, the tests will be earned out and a certificate given The 
Company was so informed, but up to the present time the Company has 
not asked for a certificate under Ihosc conditions 

Mr S 0 Mitra It seems tin' Honourable Member has not followed 
m\ question Does he take into consideration that it will take another 
two years to get the same result, while tins Test House is meant only 
to help indigenous industries ? 

The Honoulrable Sir Joseph Bhore : 1 am not aware that it will take 
two years 

Mr 8. C Blitra : Will the Honouiable Member please eiiqiiiie about 
this matter whether it will take another tw^o years to come to a conclu- 
sion ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : It is open to the firm m question 
to make representations on that basis 

Tenders for White Lead 

174. *Mr. 8. 0. Mitra : (a) Will Government please state if it is a 
fact that the Indian Stores Department called for tenders for the supply 
of “ White Lead Dry ** and White Lead Stiff ” in the Tender No. II.- 
6040, dated the 11th November, 1929.? 

(h) Is It a fact that Messrs the Murarka Paint and Varnish Works 
Ltd , quoted Ba 31 and Rs. 32 per ewt f o. r. Calcutta for “ White Lead 
Dry ” and White Lead Stiff ”, respectively ? 

fc) Is it a fact that Messrs, Martin and Company, Calcutta, the 
Managing Agents of Messrs the Bangalore Syndicate, originally quoted 
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Rs 32-4-0 and Ra 34 pei ewt for. Bangalore, respectively, for the same 
articles ' 

{<i} Is it A fact that the tenders i\ere opeiitd by Mr C A Williams 
ol the Indjan .Stores Dejiartment and the respeetiie rates mentioned above 
^vele lead out iii the presence ot all the representatives of different firms 
on 20th Decembei, 1929 ? 

(r) Will Government be pleased to state the leasons why the lower 
original quotations of Messi^ the Miiraika Paint and Vbirnish Works, Ltd , 
wcie let used ’ 

(/j Ls it a fact that Messrs Martin and Companv, ('alcutta, Manag 
ing Agents of Messrs the Bangaloie Syndicate vveie requested by the 
Indian Stores Depaitinent to resulimit then tender owing to their certain 
omissions in then original tender , it so, will Government be pleased to 
state the reasons why the Indian Stores De}>artment lequested them to 
resubmit thou tender by quoting lower rates than their original rates ? 

{q) Is it a fact that, as pei the rules for the submission of tenders 
a tender is Iiab'e to be n^jected for any omission on the part of the tendeier, 
and if so, why this rule w’as not applied in the case of Messrs Martin and 
(Company, Calcutta t 

h) Do Gov eminent piopose to enquiie into the matter , if not, win 

not V 

(G Will Gov eminent be pleased to state the number of cases in which 
particular individual tenderers were requested to resubmit tenders on 
account of ceitain omissions in their oiiginal tenders on the part of the 
tendeiers since the creation of the Indian Stores Department ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore . (a) Yes 

{h) The Murarka Paint and Varnish Works, Limited, quoted as 
follows 

For %7npo)ied white lead dry Rs 31 per cwt m 2 ewt casks 

For imported white lead stiff Rs 32 per cwt in *56 lbs drums 
The delivery terms were for Calcutta in both cases. 

(r) Messrs Martin and Company, Calcutta, the Managing Agents 
of the Bangalore White Lead Syndicate, originally quoted as follows 

For white lead dry made m India from Indian materials Rs 30|1|0 
per cwt in 2 cwt casks 

white lead stiff made in India from Indian materials Rs. 34 per 
ewt in 56 lbs drums 

The delivery terms in both cases were for Calcutta and not for 
Bangalore 

(d) The tenders weie opened by Mr. C A Williams and the rates 
read out were those mentioned at (&) a!nd (o) above 

{e) The reason why the rates quoted by the Murkrka Paint and 
Varnish Woiks were not accepted is because theirs was not the lowest 
satisfactory tender Moreover, under the rules for the supply of articles 
required for the public service, the Chief Controller of Stores gave pre- 
ference to the Indian made white lead tendered by Messrs^ Martin and 
Company on behalf of the Bangalore White Lead Syndicate 
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(/) Messrs Martin and Company were not asked to resubmit tUeir 
tendei In then original tendei they quoted prices f o r Calcutta, and 

h” IJangaloie to Calcutta was calculated 

by the firm at public tariff lates v-uioicu 

The white lead stiff was purclniM d for the use of State Railways and 
yyoud, therefore, be desp.itehed at railway material rates In order 
therefore, to asceitiun the actual cost to Government at destination 
Messrs Martin and Conipan\ were asked to quote their price for 
Bangalore ‘ * 


iy) The liability to rejection ioi omission of any tender would 
naturally depend upon the nature and importance of the omission The 
lejeetion of the tender submitted by Messrs Martin and Company would 
not have been justifiable * 

(A) The ans^\er is in the negative and the reason is self-evident 
(i) The Government have no information of any such cases 


Reported Wholesale Arrests in the North West Froniier Province. 

176. *Mr Gaya Prasad Singh * (a) Has the attention of the Govern- 
ment been drawn to the statement of Jamiat-ul-Ulema, Hind, published in 
the Tribune, dated the 2nd July, 1930, m which it is stated that in Bannu, 
Northwest Frontier ProMiice, “ The present activities of the Jamiat-ul- 
Flema have resulted m the wholesale arrests of not only volunteeis but 
also of prominent Members Khans ot the Frontier, and of influential 
persons Imams of Mosques uho pi each prohibition ot liquor in accordanee 
with the admonitions laicl down bv the Holv Quaian ana the Holy prophet, 
are also being arrested under section 40 of the Frontier Act It eMd^ntly 
means interference in icligion Those who bebeve in the vitality of co- 
opeiation with Go\ernment, should take a lesson from these happenings. 
Even congregational prayers have been rendered impossible, for all the 
Imams are being arrested ? 

{b) Will Gosernmont be pleased to state whether Imams who preach 
in the mosques tlio prohibition of liquor are arrested and imprisoned , 
if so, why ; and aie regulai trials held m such cases ? 

The Honourable Mr H. G Haig (a) The attention of Government 
has been drawn to the statement, but the allegations contained in it are 
not true 

(6) Does not arise 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh : Is this statement absolutely incorrect or 
merely exaggerated, or may I know' if anv part of it is true f 

The Honourable Mr H. G Haig Th*^ reply we received from the 
Chief Commissioner w’as that the information was completely untrue 

Mr. Gi^ya Prasad Singh : Completely untrue ? 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig * I imagine that what he w^as mainly 
referring to was the allegation that Imams of mosoties have been arrested 
and imprisoned for preaching prohibition of liquor It is entirely with- 
out foundation 
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Report of Inquiry into the Incidents at Peshawab. 

176 *Mr Gaya Prs^d Singh * (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state ^\hcn tlie official Report ot the Suleiman Inquiry Committee into the 
happenings at Peshawar is likely to be published , and what is the total 
cosi of the inquiiy 1 

(ft) Why was Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya prevented from going 
to Peshawar to give relief to the distressed , and under what law t And 
why was the non-official Inquiry Committee under the presidency of 
Mr V J Patel, not allowed to visit Peshawar 1 

The Honourable Mr H G. Haig . (a) The Report was published on 
the 7th Julv The Cliief Commissionei ’s calculation of the cost of the 
inquiry has not yet been received 

(ft) The Chiefc Commissioner consideied that, in \iew of the condi- 
tions then prevailing in the province, the visit was likely to be prejudicial 
to peace and good Government and he accordingly took the necessary 
action under tlie North West Piontier Province Security Regulations of 
1922 Similar action was taken iii the case of Mr Patel’s Committee 
for the same reason 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh * Aie Government aware that the prohibi- 
tion of entry of these gentlemen into Peshawar has resulted in one-sided 
evidence being placed before the Suleiman Inquiiv Committee, and which 
to some extent vitiates the conclusions at which the Committee has 
armed ’ 

The Honourable Mr. H G. Haig : These gentlemen were not per- 
sonally acquainted with the events which took place on the 23rd April, 
and I do not see why the prohibition of their entry into the province should 
have prevented those who were acquainted with the events coming for- 
ward to give evidence 

BIr Gaya Prasad Singh : May I take it that this prohibition was con- 
fined only to these two gentlemen and to nobody else ? 

the Honourable Mr H. G Haig : As far as I know 

Mr. N. G. Ranga : In view of the fact that in that Report it is 
^tated that some people who were slightly injured did not like to come 
before the Committee lest they should be charged with having .some- 
thing to do with the noting, did the Government take the necessary steps 
to assure them that there would not be any action taken against them if 
they had gone before the Committee and given their evidence 9 

The Honourable Mr H. G Haig : I think a definite assurance was 
given that nobody would be proceeded against on the basis of any evi^ 
denee that he might give before that Committee 

Mr. N G Ranga : Arising out of the answer given by the Honour- 
able IMember had thev been assured that no action would be taken against 
them for then presence at the noting, if they appeared ^Ibre the Com- 
mittee and gave their evidence ? 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig : T think an assurance to that effect 
v^as given, hut I should like to have notice of that question to be able 
to answer it quite posit ivdv’ 
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Dr ^lauddm Ahmad : The Honourable the Home Member said 
yesterday that the Report of the Suleiman Inquiry Committee would be 
made available to the Members of this House , 

Mr President : It has been made available We got it last night 

Mr K C. Neogy * I do not proj)ose to put question No 177 

fl77* 

Newspapers Supplied to Political Prisoners 

178 ♦Mr aaya Prasad Singh : Is it a fact that in the Punjab Jails, 
the CwiJ and Military Gazette is supplied to some political prisoners , the 
Stat( sman in ]3engal «inrl P>ehar and the Times of India m Bombay ? If 
so, why qnly tlu'se })apers aie supplied, and not Indian papeis ? * 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig * 1 v^oiild refer the Honourable 
Member to the reply which I gave on the 14th July to Mr, S C Mitra’s 
question on the same subject 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh . Is it not within the powei of the Govern- 
ment to call foT a statement from the Local Governments to ascertain 
whether the statements contained in my question are correct or not ? 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig . I think, Sir, this is essentially a 
matter which must be left to the discretion of the Local Governments. 

Declaration of the All-India Congress Committee as an Unlawful 

Association. 

179. •Mr Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Is it a fact that the Working 
Committee of the All-Incfia Congress Committee was declared an unlawful 
as 5 >oeiation at 4 a m , on the 30th June, and Pandit Motilal Nehru and Dr. 
Sayed Mahmud were arrested after 5 a.m , on the same date, under section 
17 (I) of the Criminal Law Amendment Act ? 

{h) Are Government prepared to publish the correspondence that 
passed between them, and the Government of the United Provinces, with 
regard to the declaration of the Working Committee of the All-India 
Congress Committee as an unlawful association t 

The Honourable Mr. H. G Haig : (a) So far as the Government of 
India are aware, the facts are correctly stated 

(&) No, Sir 

Congress Propaganda amongst Trans-Border Tribes. 

180# •Mr Gaya Prasad Singh : Will Government kindly state what 
IS the evidence in support of the official statement issued by them that “ it 
is believed that persistent propaganda among the trans-border tribes of the 
North West Frontier inciting them to attack British India has been insti- 
gated by Congress organisation ” ? 

And are Government prepared to place such materials on the table f 

The Honourable Mr H. G. Haig : The Government of India reached 
this view after fuH consideration of the information in their possession 
I regret that I am not prepared at piesent to place that information on 
the tablei 


INot put Lv the questioner. 
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Compensatory Allowance for Postal Employees in Madras City. 

181 ^Eao Bahadur P. T. Kumaraswami Ohettiyar ; (a) Will Gov- 

einment be pleased to state whether it is a fact that compensatory 
allowance is paid to postal officials m the selection grades m Calcutta and 
Bombay while it is denied to the similar class of employees in Madras 
City ^ 

(h) Is it a fact that a certain class of officials of the Local Government 
in Madras whose scale of pay is the same as that paid to similar employees 
in the mofussil get compensatory allowance on account of the costliness of 
living of the City ? 

(r) Is It a fact that the late Member-m-charge of the Department 
of Industries and Labour, the Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra, 
lephed as foPows to a deputation of Postal officials of Madras at Madras 
Cit> on the 19th December, 1929, which is published at page 400 of the 
general letter of the Madras Circle Postal Union 

“ He said that a departmental committee which was once appointed by the 
Government of India to inquire into the question of the grant of compensatory 
allowances to certain classes of gazetted offlceis reported that there was no necessity 
for compensatory allowance m the case of officers serving in Madras City When 
it w’HS pointed out to him that the Ijocal Government are granting such compen- 
satory allowances he <'aid that the rates of pay m the two cases weie not compaiable 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state w^hen the Committee was 
appointed and who were the members of the Committee ’ 

(e) Did they visit Madras and make personal investigations as to the 
cost of living at Madras and compare them with the cost of living at 
Calcutta and Bomba \ ? 

(f) Will Gov eminent be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the 
Keport ? 

(r/) With reference to the concluding portion of the Honourable Mem- 
ber’s reply, are not the rates of pay of postal officials in Calcutta and 
Bombay dilfereiit from the rates of pay granted to the employees of the 
Local Government at the respective stations and, if so, why should postal 
employees in Madras City alone be treated exceptionally ? 

(h) Have Government reconsidered their decision, and are they pre- 
pared to grant the allowance early t 

Mr. H. A. Sams * (a) and (?>) The Honourable Member is referred 
to the replies given by Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra to parts (a) to (<?) of 
Mr Abdul Latif Sahib Parookhi’s starred question No. 491 in the Legis- 
lative Assembly on the 11th February, 1929 

(c) Yes 

(d) , (c) and ./) The Committee was a departmental Committee 
and Goveinmcnt are not prepared to furnish the information asked for. 

(g) The reply to the first part of the question is in the affirmative 
As regards the second part, the rates of pay of postal officials in the 
ordinary time-scale m Madras have been fixed after due consideration of 
the cost of living, among other things, in that place As regards officials 
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in the selection grade, their rates of pay have been fixed at an all India 
rate and Go\ernment do not consider that the cost of living in Madras 
IS so much above the general average of the cost of living throughout 
India as to justify the addition of any compensatory allowance to these 
rates 

(h) No. 

Clerical Establishment of the Mint Buildings Post Office at Madras. 

182 Bahadur P. T, Kumaraswami Ohettiyar : (a) Will Gov- 

ernment be pleased to state the strength of the e’erical establishment of the 
Mint Buildings Post Office, including the Sub-Postmaster ? 

(&) Is it a fact that the Presidency Postmaster, Madras, has been 
sending proposal after pioposal for the last tvo or three years to the Post- 
master-General, Madras, asking for additional establishment as the work 
of the office has enormously increased ^ 

(c) Is it a fact that the Postnmster-General, Madras, has been return- 
ing such proposals each time, asking tlie Presidency Postmaster to submit 
fresli proposals ? 

(d) Is it a fact that one reser\e cl^rk and sometimes two reserve clerks 
ha\o been permanently attached to the Mint Buildings for the last few 
jears to cope with the increased ^\ork pending sanction of additional 
establishment by the Postmaster-Geneiab Madras ’ 

(e) Are Government prepaied to direct the Postmaster-General, 
Madias, to expedite his inquiries regarding the justification of additionul 
establishment ? 

Mr H, A Sams . (a) to (c) The necessary infoimation is being 
collected and will be communicated to the Honourable Member in due 
course 

Clerical Establishment of the High Court Buildings Post Office at 

Madras 

183. ♦Rao Bahadur P. T. Kumaraswami Ohettiyar (a) Will Gov- 
ernment be pleaded to state tlie strength of the clerical establishment of the 
High Court Buildings Post Office, Madras, including the Sub-Postmaster f 

(6) Has the Director-Geneial sanctioned that the Sub-Postmaster be 
placed in the selection grade ^ If so, A\hen ? 

(c) Is it not a fact that the sanction has been kept in abeyance t If 
so, uhy ? 

(d) Do Government propose to give effect to the sanction early ? 

Itfr H. A Sams : (a) Seven, including the Siib-Postmaster 

(6) Yes, in March last 

(c) and (d) The required information is being collected and will 
be communicated to the Honourable Member in due course* 

Clerical Establishment of the Foreign Money Order Department in 
THE Madras General Post Office 

184. ♦Bao Bahadur P T. Kumaraswami Ohettiyar : (a) Will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state the total number of clerks in the Foreign Money 
Order Department in the Madras General Post Office ? 
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(b) What IS the average number of Money Orders disposed of by the 
Department every day and what is their total value t 

(c) Does not the Head (‘lerk cheek all the entries and stamps on the 
moiiej orders and is he not immediately responsible for the correctness of 
the jireparation of the amounts 

(d) Has not the Head Clerk got to advise all the Money Ordeis receive- 
ed dailv, arrange for the piO]><'i distribution of work among the staff, pre- 
paie advices of payment, and despatch of outward Money Order lists, 
rotund statements, void statements, dispose of the innumerable correspond- 
ence received on the subject from the foreign administration, payees and 
vanoiis post offices in India and Buima f 

(e) Are not similai aiipointments in Calcutta and Bombay placed in 
the selection grade ? 

(/) Do Government propose to raise the appointment of the Head 
Clerk, Foreign Mone\ Ordei Depaitment, to the selection grade ? If not, 
why not ? 

Mr H A Sams • The lequiied information is being collected and 
will be fuinished to the Honourable Membei in due course 

Postal Officials doing Foreign Mail Sorting Work at Madras 

185 *Ilao Bahadur P T Kumaraswami Ohettiyar * {a) Will Gov- 
erument be pleased to state whether it is a fact that they are abolishing 
the Foreign Mail Division which performs sorting work of overland mails 
ir the mail van attached to the special tram running from Bombay to 
Madras, and if so, from what date and why t 

(h) Is it a fact that the sorting work is proposed to be done at Madras 
by the staff of the Madras General Post Office out of their usual office hours 
bj jiayment of overtime allowance 1 

(c) What IS the alloi^ance paid to postal officials in Bombay when they 
perform a similar class of work on foreign mail days ? 

(d) What is the allowance proposed to be paid to the postal officials 
in ^tadras ? 

(c) If the overtime allowance proposed to be paid to the postal officials 
at Madras is lower than that paid at Bombay, what is the reason for pay- 
ing lower allowance at Madras ® 

(/) Is the lower allowance due to lower cost of living ? If so, is the 
difference m the cost of hving so gieat ? 

{(/) Do Government pay different rates of pie money to the tele- 
giaphists at Calcutta and Bombay owing to the difference m the cost of 
living ? 

{h) If not, are Government prepared to pay the same rate of overtime 
allo\^ aiK'o to postal officials doing foreign mail sorting work at Madras as 
at Bombay ? 

Mr H A Sams : (a) No only a section of the Foreign Mail Divi- 
sion has been abolished from the 11th ^July, 19^0^ fr9m j^hick date the 
Bombav-Madras Expiess tram is tieing utilised for ttansnlission of in- 
ward foreign mails in order to accelerate the service 
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(b) Yes, m respect of the soiling work of the town of Madras 

(c) and (d). Statements containing the requiied information are 
being supplied to the Honourable IVIember 

(c ) As the overtime to be pei termed b> the staff of Madras is ex- 
pected to last only half as long as the overtime in Bombay, and as the 
rates of pay of the former are than those of the latter, the lates 

of overtime proposed foi the Ma(li<is staff are less tlian the lates sanc- 
tioned for the staff in Bomb.n 

(/) As explained in the lepl} to pait (e) of this question, the 
difference in the rates ot o'leitime js not sololv due to the difference m 
the cost of living m Madias and Bombay as reflected in the diffeience 
in the time-scales of pa\ for the two places It is ehlefl^ due to the 
difference in the duiation of ihe o\('rtime duties 

Tlie last part ot this (piestion does not therefore, arise 

(g) No, because the lates of pay of the staff concerned and the 
standards which determine pie money earnings aie the same at both 
places 

(h) No, for the reasons guen in mv reply to parts (r) and (/) 

Lowest Selection Grade Examination of the Postal Department 

186 *Raa Bahadur T T Kumaraswami Ohettiyar : (a) Will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state whether they intend holding the lo^vest selec- 
tion grade examination of the Postal Department this year also and if so, 
wlien, and if not, why not ^ 

(b) If the examination is to be held this year also, do they propose to 
exempt the officials who are more than forty years old from appearing m 
parts 3 and 4 as was done in the first examination f If not, why not ^ 

(cj Do they propose modifying the rules and the syllabus of the 
examination and if so, what are the^ V 

Mr. H A Sams : (a) Yes Probably m December, 1930 

(b) No. The officials have had ample notice that the examination 
would be held yearly , and even the older members of the staff, in wffiose 
favour a concession was allowed ou the occasion of the first examination, 
should now have no undue difficulty in preparing for the examination 
which relates in the mam to business with which they are familiar 

(c) The question is under mv consideration 

Clerical Establishment of the Correspondence Department of the 
Madras General Post Office 

187 *Rao Bahadur P. T. Kumaraswami Chettiyar : (a) Will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state the number of clerks in the Correspondence De- 
parttneirfj, Madras General Post Office ^ 

(b) Is it a fact that there is onh one selection grade appointment in 
the Correspondence Department ? 

(c) How many clerks are there in the Correspondence Departments of 
the Bojhbay and Calcutta General Post Offices and how^ many selection 
grada appointments are there m each of those offices f 
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(c?) Is it a fact that one single Head Clerk is in charge of the corres- 
pondence work of the oftices of the two City Superintendents of Past Offices 
of Madras City ? 

(e) Are Government prepared to consider the matter 1 

Mr. H A Sams (a) to (e) Necessary information is being collect- 
ed and Will be communicated to the Honourable Member in due course 

Unsuitable Quarters of the Mint Buildings Post Office at Madras. 

188. *Rao Bahadur P T. Kumaraswami Ohettiyar : (a) Are Govern- 
ment aware that the Mint Buildings Post Office is located in an ill- 
ventilated and low building putting the staff to serious inconvenience ? 

(b) Is there any proposal to remove the office to a better building, 
and if so, when f If not, w'hy not ? 

Mr H. A Sams . (a) and (b) The Postmaster-General, to whom I 
have referred, repoits that the building is neither ill-ventilated nor low 
and that there is therefore no proposal to move the post office to another 
building 

Congested Quarters of the General Post Office Buildings at Madras. 

189 *Rao Bahadur P. T. Kumaraswami Ohettiyar : (a) Will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state the total area occupied by the different Depart- 
ments of the Madras Geneial Post Office in the Madras General Post Office 
buildings Will Gov('rnment be pleased to place on the table the orders 
]>nssed prescribing standard minimum space requirements for each cleik 
or department ^ 

(b) Is it a fact that judged by the above standard the space of the 
General Post Cffice buildings is insufficient 

(( ) Is it a fact that certain Departments of the General Post Office, 
such as Coi respondeiice, Deliver}, etc, aie very congested ^ 

(dj What is the total area of the Correspondence Department and 
what IS the number of clerks and menials working in the Department ” 

{e) Is it a fact that all the records of the Department are kept in the 
Department itself ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the post boxes iii the Madras General Post Office 
are situated in a dark room in the ground floor and the officials are made to 
woih in the Department throughout the day under electric lights and 
Ians f 

( (/ ^ Is it a fact that some of the officials working m that Department 
are hequeiitiv absenting themselves falling ill ? 

(h) Is it a fact that a site has been purchased for constructing Madras 
Geneial Post Office buildings , if so, when and where, and at whit pnee t 
Has the site been let out to any body ^ If so when, for what rent and 
for v^hat peiiod ^ 

(i) Do Government propose to take steps to erect a suitable budding 
for the General Post Office early and take immediate steps to obtain a 
rented building near the General Post Office to transfer some pf the Depart- 
ments ? 
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ij) Is It a fact that about a sum ot It's 60,000 was spent last year to 
efieet some improvements to the buildings of the Central Telegraph Office, 
Madras, which forms pa it of the General Post Office buildings and nothing 
has been spent for the impio\eineiit of the building occupied by the post 
office proper for a very long time 1 

Mr. H. A Saxns : (a) sfpuue jihutb aiea A copy of the 

orders prescribing, as a guide, the standard space foi each postmaster, 
clerk and department wdl be sent to the Ifonoiiiable Member The 
standard laid doivn for a clerk is 73 sqiieie feet No stnndaid is jires- 
cribed for a Depaitnient as the sj/e of a De])ai1ment ^aTH^s with its pei- 
sonnel 

(h) and (r) Information on tliese points is lieing collected and will 
he communicated to the Honourable Member 

(d) 2,240 squaip teet 29 cleiks and b menials woik in that Depart- 
ment 

(e) Yes 

(/) The post-boxes in the Madias General Post Office are in a room 
on the ground floor, but the room is spacious and well ventilated The 
long range of post boxes necessitates the use of electric light when work 
IS in progress Fans are also used foi the convenience and comfort of 
the staff 

(g) No Absenteeism in the Correspondence Branch is about the 
same as in other Departments of th«‘ General Post Office, Madras 

(h) The site known as Taylor s yard on Mount Road was purchased 
in 1915 for Rs 1,31,614 for a building not only for the Madras General 
Post Office, but to accommodate also the Executive and Administrative 
offices A portion of the site was sold to the Madras Corporation in 1924- 
2b for Rs 3,438 and another iiortion has been let out to the Madras Cit\ 
Mail contractors at Rs 219 per mensem, as assessed by the Public WoiKs 
Department The period of the lease is being ascertained and will be com- 
municated later to the Ilonouiahle Member 

(i) The Government of India do not propose to erect a new build- 
ing for the General Post Office, Madias, nor to hire a rented building until 
they are convinced of the necessity to do so 

(j) A sum of Rs 56,597 was spent last year for improvement of the 
Instrument Room of the Central Telegraph Office, Madras No extensive 
improvements are necessary to the General Post Office building, but 
several internal alterations have bciui made to meet the requirements of 
every Department as necessitv arose 

Refusal of Permission to Ghulam Kasim Khan, cx-Nawab of Tank, to 

RESIDE IN THE NoRTH WeST FRONTIER PROVINCE 

190 ♦Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (a) Will Goveramepf please state if it is a 
fact that Ghulam Rasim Khan, ex-Nawab of Tank, District Dera Ismail 
Khan, North West Frontier Province, was deported during the great 
war ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the order of deportation regarding the Nawab of 
Tank was cancelled several years ago by the Government of India after 
coxusulting the Chief Commissioner, North West Frontier Province ? 
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(c) Is It a tact that soon after the cancellation of the said order of 
deportation the said e;r-Nawab v^anted to go to his native place Tank and 
live there at his home for the rest of his life 1 

id) Is it a fact that the Government communicated to him an executive 
order that if he vere to enter the North West Frontier Province he would 
forthwith bo tinned out of that piovince under the Frontier Crimes liegula- 
tions of 1901 ^ If so, will Government give rea'^ons for such an order ? 

(e) Js it a fact that the said Nawab is about 60 years of age, and 
despite his rejieated memorials to the Gov'crnment of India through the 
Chief Commissioner, North West Frontier Province, he is not permitted 
to enter the Noith West Fiontier Province and leside at Tank or Dera 
Ismail Khan I If ^o, will Government be pleased to state the reasons for 
such lefusal ? 

(f) Ale Go\einment prepared to peimit the said ej:-Nawab to enter 
the North West Frontier Province and reside therein on the fulfilment ot 
any condition oi conditions ^ It so what aie those conditions ? 

Mr B B Howell {a) to ie) Yes The presence of Nawab Ghulam 
Qasim Khan in the North West Frontier Province was considered to be 
undesirable 

(/) Enquiry is being made from the North West Frontier Pro- 
vince authorities and an answer wull be given to the Honourable Member 
in due course 

Maulvi Abdul Matin Chowdhury : Why was the presence of the 
gentleman considered undesirable ? 

Mr E, B Howell Does the Honourable gentleman know the 
Nawab in question ^ Is he acquainted with the Nawab ? 

Maulvi Abdul Matin Chowdhury . No, Sir 

Mr E B Howell If the Honourable Member were acquainted with 
the Nawab in (piestion, he w^ould not have put this question 

Maulvi Abdul Matin Chowdhury : I want the information from the 
Honourable Member Why was his presence considered undesirable ? 

Mr E B Howell • Tlie presence of the ex-Nawab in Tank puts it 
within his power at any time to make the existence or at any rate the 
tranquil existence of the present Nawab a mattei of impossibility If 
le exercises all the powers that he has in that direction, he can make 
he present Nawab ’s life unbearable 

fl91 * 

[.ATE Arrival of the Grand Trunk Express at the Central Station, 

Madras. 

192 ’^Rao Bahadur M. 0. Rajah : (a) Will Governihent please 
state if it IS a fact that the TTp Grand Trunk Express ahnost daily 
irnves late at the Central Station, Madras ^ 

{h) Is It a fact that, as a consequence thereof, through passengers 
‘rom Northern India to places south of Madras on the metre gaii^ 
ection are unable to catch the Ceylop Boat Mail at the Bgmore station 1 


tNot pnt hr the qu^'ntioner 
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(c) Are Government aware that, even otherwise, the interval of 25- 
minutes between the arrival of the Up Grand Trunk Express at the Madras 
Central Station (8-15 p m ) and the departure of the Ceylon Boat Mail 
at Egmore (8-40 pm) is so short that it is ph 3 ’sically impossible for 
through passen'geis from Noi*thern India to catch the Ceylon Boat’ Mail 
at the Egmore Station 1 Is it also a fact that the interval is only thirty 
minutes between the annual of tlip Cevloii Boat Mail at the Egmore 
Station (7 am'' and the departure of the Down Grand Trunk Express 
from the Madras Cential Station ' Ha\e the Railwav Department 
considered the advisability of addiessing the Railway Administrations 
concerned Vo allo\v' at least an inteival ot two hoais between the arrival 
f)r departure of the Giand Trunk Expiess and the departure or arrival 
of the Cejdon Boat Mail respeetneh ? 

Mr A A L Parsons (a) 1 regiet to say that this tram is at 
present frequently lunnmg late, though Government are not aware of the 
actual number of times on which it has arrived late at Madras 

(b) Yes, frequently, as the interval between these trains at Madras 
IS only 25 minutes 

(c) The facts are as indicated m these questions Revised timings 
for the Grand Trunk Express trains are to be introduced from the 1st 
September and the Railway Administrations concerned will be asked 
to consider the advisability of extending the interval between these and 
the Ceylon Boat Mail trains 

Halt of the Grand Trunk Express at Stations between Bezwada anu 

Madras 

193 !‘Rao Bahadur M. 0 Rajah : Will Government please state if 
it IS a fact that on the section Bezwada and Madras the Grand Tiunk 
Express makes a halt of only a few minutes in the intermediate stations, 
and are Government aware that passengers are put to a lot of difficulty 
in getting water and refreshments from the platforms ? Have the Railway 
Department considered the question of arranging for the halts to be longer, 
especially at breakfast, lunch and dinner times ? 

Mr A. A L. Parsons Between Bezw^ada and Madras the majority 
of the halts made by the Up and Down Grand Trunk Express trains are 
limited to a few minutes and it ifi no doubt correct that passengers expe- 
rience difficulty in getting water and lefreshments during such halts 

Revised timings for these trams aie to be introduced from 1st Septem- 
ber and the Agent off the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway wull be 
ETs^edMo see what can be done to improve conditions in this respect 

Running of a Through Train between Delhi and Madras 

*BtM} B^Jiadur M. C. Rajah (a) Will Government please state 
if they are aware that the through route between Northern and Southern 
India has become very popular and that consequently there is a lot of 
overerowding in the through carriages ? Have Government considered 
the question of the advisability of running a through train from Delhi 
ta^Madras and vice versa instead of running oplj^ trw’o through carriages f 

(h> Are Govemment prepared to issue instructions to the Railway 
Staff to sec that the through carriages cont.sin only through pa^senarers ? 
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(r) Have Govonment considi ted the question of the adv^isabihty o 
providing in tvi mediate accommodation also on the through carnages ? 

Mr A. A L. Parsons : {a} Goveinuionl aie not aware that thes 
thiough carriages are generally overcrowded, but as thet>e trains are to b 
mil as through tiains between Delhi and Madras from the 1st Septembe 
the number of tbiough coaches will then no longer be limited to two as a 
present 

(/>; I am afiaid it is not practicable to iirohibit local passengers fron 
finding accommodation in the through carnages when they are not fulb 

OCCUpKd 

(c) Intermediate elas^' thiough tickets cannot be issued for this trail 
as intermediate ('hne. tickets are not sold on the Nizam’s State Railway 
uhidi iorms a |Kutieii of this route 

Provision oi Buffet Cars in the Grand Trunk Express 

195 'Rao Bahadur M 0 Rajah : Have Government arranged foi 
the provision of buftet cats in the Grand Trunk Express for the con 
venience of the long distance passengeis who aie mostl> Indians, just a^ 
they have done on tiie Lahoie-D'diii section 

Mr. A A L Parsons A dining cai for Indians is run on this trail 
on the North Western Railway and an ordinary restaurant car on th( 
South Indian Railway The Agents of the Great Indian Peninsula, Nizam ’f 
Stale and Madras and Southern Mahratta Railways will be asked whethei 
jt will be possible to lun a ibiitfet car on this tram over their lines 

Overcrowding of Through Third Class Carriages by Indian Sepoys. 

196. *Rao Bahadur M 0. Rajah : (a) Are Government aware thal 
the through third class cairiages aie often overcrowded with Indian 
aepoys on their seasonal mo\es ^ 

(h) Have Government considered the question of providing them 
with sejiarate compartments so as to relieve the congestion in the ordinary 
through thud class carnages 

Mr A A L Parsons (a) No 

(b) With the present arrangement of only two through coaches, i1 
is not possible to reserve any of the accommodation therein for sepoys 
From the 1st September when the whole train will run through between 
Madras and Delhi it should not be necessary to reserve special accommo- 
dation for sepoy''. 

Provision of Better Type Carriages for Through Service in the Madras 

AND Southern Mahratta and South Indian Railways 

197 *Rao Bahadur M. 0. RiUah Are Government prepared tc 
instruct the Madras and Southern Mahratta and South Indian Railway 
authorities to provide a better type of carriage for the through service 
than they do at present 1 

Mr. A A L Parsons It is understood that of the through coaches 
required for the present service those provided by the Nizam’s State 
Railway are not in very good internal eondfti6n, and the Agent of that 
Railway has been asked whether he can replace them with better ones. 
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OA^tWAOE OF Mails between Northern and Southern India* bt the 
> ' ' Through Railway Route. ' 

198. *Rao Bahadur M 0. Rajah : Will Government be pleased to 
state if it IS proposed to carry the mails between Northern and Southern 
India by the through route, instead of by the Bombay route as at present 
done ? If so, when ? 

Blr H. A. Sams * Yes Steps are being taken to carry mails by the 
“ through route ” from Febiuary, 1931. 

India;nisation of the Superior Staff of the Imperial Bank of India, 

199 *Mr S C Mitra (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether any c^riespondence has passed between the Government and the 
Impel lal Bank of India or whethei Go\ernment ha\e e\ei issued any 
instructions regarding Indiauisation of the superior staff ot the Bank V 

(&) If so, will the Honourable the Finance Member be pleased to 
lay on the table copies of such correspondence or instructions ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster No official correspondence 
has passed on this question between the Qpvernment and the Imperial 
Bank, and I would remind the Honourable Member that the Government 
have no official status toi inteifeiing in the inbTnal administration of 
the Bank At tlie sanie time f mav inform him that T have taken fre- 
quent opjiortnruties (d di'^cnssing the question w’ith the Managing 
Go\ernol^ and after tbe debati* in this House dunng the last Delhi Ses- 
sion on the Bill bi ought foiw<nd bv Mr B Das, T specially wrote to 
one of tliem forwarding a eol)^ oi the official Report and ealliug his 
special attention to the points laiscal and to the sentiments which t had 
expie^sed in the course ot tie* debate, I am satisfied that tlie respon- 
sible authonties are making a genuine endeavour to instal Indians in 
poaitiqns of trust in the Bank 

Appointment of Muslims to the Office of the Private Secretary to the 

Viceroy 

200 *Mr, Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi . (a) What is the total strength 
©f the clerical establishment in the office of the Private ^‘cretaiy to H F. 
the Viceroy ? 

(&) How many of them are Muslims 1 If none, why not ? 

(c) Are candidates recruited in that office through the Public Ser- 
viced Commission 

(d) Are not qualified Muslims available for the office of the Private 
Secretary to H E the Viceroy ? 

(e) Have Government considered the question of the desirability of 
appointing qualified Muslims in that office f 

Tbe Honourable Ifr, H. G, Haig (a) Fifteen 

(h), (4) and (e). There are no Muslitm<l in the office at present. 
The Honourabia Member will no doubt that in a small office 

vaoancies occur infrequently, and in this^ office there has m fact been ho 
vacancy since 1926, when the Government of India took up tbe question 
L8€PB(LA) B 
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of Muslims in tho Hecretariat offices. »1 understand that when a $uitahl6» 
vacancy occurs, tlie head of the office will consider the claims of Muham- 
madan candidates 

(c) Kb 

f201.» 

Restoration of Stipends to Members of the Carnatic Family. 

202 *BIr M K Acharya : Will Government be pleased to say what 
action the> have taken or propose to take on the Resolution adopted by 
this House Inst January, on the subject of restoration of Carnatic 
stipends ' 

Mr t, B. Howell I would refer the Honourable Member to the 
answer given by me in the House on the 14th instant to a question on the 
same subject by the Honourable Maulvi Mohammad Shafee Daoodi 

Education, Health and Sanitation of Ajmer-Mbrwara and Delhi 

203. *Rai Sahib Harbllas Sarda : (a) Is it not a fact that the 
GOM'rnmcnt of India are responsible for the education, health and sani* 
tatioh of the provinces of Ajmer and of Delhi ? Is it a fact that both of 
them, containing almost equal populations, are under the direct administra- 
tion of the Government of India 1 

{h) Is it a fact that theie is only one District Board in the ProMiice 
of Ajmer-Merwara and one in Delhi i 

Sir Ihrank Noyce («) and (6) Yes 

Grants given to the District Boards of Delhi and Ajmer. 

204 *Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : (a) Is it a fact that the 
annual income of the District Board, Delhi, is Rs 90,000 while the Gov- 
ernment have given it (recurring and non-recurring) grants , 

in 1926-27 of Rs 9,47,270, 
in 1927-28 of Rs 1,88,431, 
in 1928-29 of Rs 1,35,579,' 
in 1929-30 of Rs 1,54,811, 

while to the District Boaid of Ajiper with an a\erage annual income 
during the last tour years of about Rs 85,000, Government have given 

in 1926-27 only Rs 17,000^ 
in 1927-28 only Rs 29,250, 

in 1928-29 Only Rs. 25, 7)50, - - 

in 1929-30 only Rs 25,750, ' . > . 

or in other vords Avhile to the Delhi District Roard^ Government iave given 
from 150 to 175 per cent of ft^'own mcome as grant, they have given onij 
29.5 per cent as grant to the Ajtiiers^Merwara DistrietRoard ? 

L I .1;^ , ,.Y, .>!.■> ..i„U.ViiU, , I L- It. ■ .. . f 
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(i>) If sa, Will jGovermnent state Uieir reasoos for ttos differaiatidl 
treatxuient, stating if the requirements of the two provinces are different, 
what are those differences which entitle the E)elhi District Board to earn 
such a large greint as Rs. 1,55,000 while Ajmer gets only about Rs 24,500 
a year 1 

Bir Fraipk Noyce . (a) The aveiage annual income of the District 
Board of Ajmer is over Ks one lakh, not Rs 85,000, but the other 
figures given by the Honourdble Member regarding the Distiict Board of 
Ajmer are approximately correct The figures he has given regarding 
the incorrie of the District Board, Delhi, and the Government grants 
made to it, have had to be referred to the Chief Commissioner, Delhi, for 
verification 

(b) Pending receipt of the intoimatioii called for fiom the Chief 
Commissioner, I am not in a jiosition to reply to the point raised On 
the assumption that the figures tor Delhi are approximatelj^ correct, 
I may, however, suggest that though it is not eas> to compare the rele- 
vant needs of two distinct areas, it is not unnatural that the District 
Board of the distiict which contains the Capital ot the country should 
receive the larger grants from Government 

Rai Sahib Harbilaa Sarda The annual income of the District Boaid 
m question given in my (luestion is 85,000 and the Honourable Mem- 
ber said that this income is over lupees one lakh Is it not a fact that 
the rupees one lakh includes the Government grant also, while the figure 
of Rs 85,000 given in the (pie^tion gives the income of the District Board 
exclusive of the Goveinment giant ® 

Sir Frank Noyce The figuics which were given, Sir, were obtained 
from the Chief Commissionei T will verify the point raised by the 
Honourable Member and let him know the result 

Lack of Grants given to the Ajmer Municipality 

205 *Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : Is it a fact that the Government 
of India have, during the four years 1926-27 to 1929-30, given from Central 
levenues Rs 8,15,489 as recurring and Rs 78,891 as non-recurring grants 
to the Delhi Municipality, w'hile not a rupee has been given as a recurring 
or non-recurring grant to the Ajmer Municipal Committee for the same 
purposes as those for which grants have been given to the Delhi Municipal 
('ommittee except Rs 25,000 a year giv<‘n to the Ajmer Administration for 
primary education in urban and ruial areas of the province ? 

Sir Frank Noyce The figures relating to giants to the Delhi Muni- 
cipal Committee have been referred to the Chief Coramissioner for verifi- 
cation The statement in the last part of the (iuestion as to grants to 
the Ajmer Municipal Committee is coiiect 

Deplorable Sanitary Conditions of Ajmer and Beawab due to 
Lack op Government Grants 

206 *Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda fal Are Government aw ere of the 
abnormal death rate jn the Ajmer ^Muniqip^l area, as evidenced by 148 5 
babies out of 1,000 dying in The first year or biiTb, and of the fact that 
the A^B&er Municipal Committees are unable to make proper arrRiWrhenls 
for the samitatkin and health of the eitiTens of AiUier f 

L8CPB(LA) b2 
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^{b) Will Government give reasons why, when they grant to the Muni- 
cipal Committee ot Delhi about Rs 2| to iakhs a year they grant practi- 
cally nothing to the Ajmer Municipal Committee ? 

(c) Are Government aware that Government's not taking immediate 
measures to remedy the deploiable sanitary and health conditions of Ajmer 
and Beawar i.s adding to the dissatisfaction and discontent of the people of 
these places ? 

Sir Frank Noyce (a) Go\einment aie awaie of the high death 
rate in Ajmer municipal area, to which the Honourable Member refers , 
and think that it maj be attributed m pait to the fact that the Ajmer 
Municipality have apparentlv not been able in the past to allot sufficient 
funds for public health schemes 

(h) An enquiry has been made from the Chief Commissioner, Delhi, 
ns to the amount ot the giants made annually to the Municipal Com- 
mittee of Delhi Witli regard to such grants to the Ajmer Munieipalitj , 
1 would invite tin* attention ot tin* llououiable Member to the leply 
given bv me on the 17th Februai^, lOJO, to parts (e) and (d) of las 
question No .‘IbS m which it was eA[)lained that as pait of the pio- 
Luaiiiiiu' toi medical and intblie health impnaemept in areas directly 
admimsteiv^d b\ the Covet nment of India the Standing Finance Com- 
mittee had approved on ceitain conditions of a grant-in-aid of 
Its 1 00 , 000 to the Ajmei Municipality toi the improvement ot ‘'anita- 
tion in Ajmei Ow’irig to seveie financial stringeiic} it has not been found 
possible to make anv ^uch piovision in the budget estimates of the eiirrent 
yiMi , but the (piestion ot including provision tor the purpose in the budget 
foi 10,11-32 will be duly considered 

((^ As I informed the Jlonouiabh* MembiT last Febrnarv, the Gov- 
oiiiMtiit ol India fii(‘ alive to the iieces'^itv of remedv mg defects and doli- 
•lemu's in the puhlu liealth conditions ot Ajmer, and hope that when 
siieh (h liciencie> have been relnov^ed, am discontent which may at piesent 
e\iA (ai tlie snbjict wdl also bt' lemoved 

Er Nand Lai Mav T ask whethei Govei nment have e\er appointed 
Ol dejuited an e\peit staff piollcient m the efficient treatment of cluldien's 
flisi'ases. 111 order to drive out this maladv ? 

Sir Prank Noyce Which maladv ? 

Dr Nand Lai So far as the excessive death rate of bo,vs is con- 
cerned (I aughtei ) (Cneh of ‘No, no ”), that is due to the malady which 
is speeiallv concerned with the babies — T mean the excessive death-rate 
as the result of those inaladie'., those diseases which dre peculiaf to 
children bovs and '^abies ’ The question I ask is, have Gov^ernment yet 
kindly deputed oi appointed any expert to drne out those tnaladies and 
disiviscb which attack these poor boys as their victims t 

Sir Frank Noyce The Indian Research Fund Association is em- 
ploying an expert on questions of this kind T am not yet aware how 
far the lesults of that work have been applied to Ajmer 


Legality of Ordinance i;ll oF 1930 

•Mr. Abdul Haye . (a) Are Governmeiit aware that the Lahore 
High Court Bai Association has expressed an opinion that Ordinance No 
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HI of 1930 IS mexpeiiieiit and ultin vttcs ^ {Vide page 3 of the Tuhnne, 
dafed the 3rd duly, 1930 ) 

(h) Have Government since then refen ed the matter to their Law 
Officers and obtained their ojnnion ' If so, AMth ^^hat result 1 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig (a) and (h) As tin* Honourable 
jMember no doubt awaie, the matter is now <iub ]udic( 

Restoration of Stipends ro Ab mbfps or thi CApn\tt(* F\mtt.y 

20R *Mr Abdul Qadir Siddiqi • Will (toveinment be pleased 
to state uhat action vas taken on tbe Resolution jiassed b> the LegisIatiAC 
Assembly m the last Delhi Session i <‘!rarding the restoration of stipends to 
file membeis of th(‘ (’arnatic ianiily ' • 

Mr E. B Howell ‘ 1 noiib) udVr the Honourable Member to the 
ansner j^nen bv ine in tin* House on the 14th of this month to a question 
on the same subject by the Honourable Manlvi Mohammad Shaf(*e Daoodi 

Number of Muslim Students and Siaff in the Lady Hardingb Medical 
College and Hosppial, Neiv Delhi 

209 ^Mr Abdul Qadir Siddiqi (1) Will Goveinnnuit be iileased to 
state 

(а) the total numbei ot Muslim and non^Muslim students m the 

medical classes and V Sc cldbses, Ladj li.iidinge Medical 
College, New Delhi , 

(б) the total numbei of students, Muslims and non-Muslims who 

have obtained 1> B 8 degree from the Ijady Hardinge 
^ledical College, N<*m Delhi , and 

(r) the total number of ^luslim and non-Muslim membeis ot the 
staff of the Ladj Hardinge Medical College, including suh- 
01 di nates ? 

(2) Is it a fact that the luuiiber ot Muslim students in the Lady 
llaidinge .Medici^l College is extuunely small i If so hav(‘ (h>\ernment 
^aken any steps to increase* the number / 

(3) Are Go\einment prejiaied to consider the desirability of reserving 
oonie seats and scholarships toi ^luslim students and to pi ovule other 
suitable facilities to mciease then number in the Lad\ Ifardmgn Medical 
CJollege ? 

(4) Are Government prepared to appoint suitable Muslims v\hen 
vacancies occur in the Lady Hardinge Medical College ,and Hospital, New 
Delhi, to remove communal inequality 1 

Sir Frank Noyce : With your .permission, Sir, I shall answer ques- 
tions 209 to 211 together I regret that I cannot at the moment supply 
the information for which the Honourable Member asks, but it has been 
called for and will be supplied to him later When it is available, Gov- 
ernment will consider the suggestions which the Honourable Member has 
made. 
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Number of Students discharged from the Lady Hardinge Mepical 
College, New Delhi 

^210 ’'Mr Abdul Qadir Siddiqi : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
stale liov man\ students Meie discharged from medical classes and F Sc 
classes in the Lady Hardinge Medical College during the curient session, 
and how many of them were Muslims ? 

(h) Will Go\ernment please state the reasons for discharge from the 
classes in each case ? 

(c) Are Government prepared to readmit the students so discharged ? 

Discharge of a Muslim Girl Student from the Lady Hardinge Medical 
C oLLEGF , New Delhi 

t211 *Mr. Abdul Qadir Siddiqi * (h) Is it a fact that, a Muslim giil 
K Fatima was admitted in the Lad> Hardinge Medical College, after due 
lormallties and that she w'as reported to be doing her best in February, 
1920 ? 

(h) Will Government state if she was discharged and if so, why ? 

(c) Ha\e Go\ernment considered the desirability of hei readmission 1 

Appointment of Accountants on Railways 

212 ♦Mr S. 0 Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that some training class 
students ha\e been posted as officiating junior accountants in the Accounts 
Department of the Eastern Bengal Railway \ei\ recentlv, though there aie 
some fully qualified clerics on the Ea^t Indian Railway who have not been 
gnen any chance / If so, why have their cases been overlooked ? 

(b) Is it a fact that a certain number of the posts of junior account- 
ants are held hj such unqualified men — who could not even pass Pait I 
of tlie 8 A JS ENamination—though there are qualified clerks who ha\e 
pasM^d Baits 1 and II who are woiking as cleiks on \ery low pa> 

{( ) What IS the pioeedure in the Audit Department in such cases, 
and IS the same pioceduie followed in the Accounts Department 

((/) Aie the posts ot aecountants and accounts officers (in the Accounts 
Depaitmeni } tieated as an all-India ser\ico oi are thej treated as a local 
seiwiee t Are theie anj inles framed by Government ^ If so, will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to lay a copy of those rules on the table ? 

Mr A. A. L Parsons (a) The answer to the first part of the ques- 
tion IS in the affiiinatne As regards the second part, there is at pre- 
sent only one fullv qualified clerk ou the East Indian Railway who is not 
wT)ikmg as an Accountant, but it is expected that he will get a chance 
M‘i\ sc lu to do so He has theieforc not been tranf^ferred to the E int- 
ern Ih'ugal Railway- 

[b) Men who have passed the Training Class Exemination are 
(jnalified to officiate as junior aceouDtanta 

(c^ The Audit Department had no speci^it Training Class 

t For an uei to tins ({uestiuu, s. f mswer to question No 209 
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id) Tiiey are treated an a Loeal ‘service. TJie rules frairied by Go'v- 
eiument and api)io\ed bv the Standing- Finance Committee for Rail- 
ways aie in the Library of the Ihmae, 


Tender for Red Paint accepted bv the Indian Stores Department 

213 ’‘Mr S 0. Mitra * ((/> Is it a tact that the Indian Stores De- 
partment m Tender No H-6040, dated the 11th November, 1929, asked 
foi quotations as item No 87 a substance “ Red anti-corrosive suitable 
for painting corrugated sheets ^ 

{b) Is it a fact that the Indian Stores Department accepted the tender 
of a proprietory article “ Corrugal against the said item 

(c) Is it a fact that on an inquiry from Messrs the Murarka Pamt and 
Varnish Works, Ltd , 137, Canning Street, Calcutta, about the specifica- 
tion for the said item No 87 the Indian Stores Department informed 
them that it is the same substance as Red Oxide ’’ to I S D specifica- 
tion ? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state whether “ Coriugal ” which 
has been purchased against the said item No 87 is of the same specifica- 
tion as Red Oxide ” to I S D sjiecification ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore (o) Yes. 

ib) The Indian Stores Department invited tenders for the substance 
mentioned m (a) (of the question) and called for prices toi any quanti- 
ties up to 500 ewts and between "lOO and 1,000 cwts One of the tender- 
ing films quoted altei native puces tor the brand of anti-coirosive paint 
known as “ Coirugol ” Tw^o indentois speeial]> ask('d loi this jiarticular 
brand as they had found by experience that it gave the most satisfactory 
eeiMce To meet the spK^cial roquiiements of these indentors 33 cw^ts of 
Coirugol ” was accepted and the balance of the demand amouting 
to 600 cwts of led oxide paint was placed with a tendeiei who submitted 
the lowest ^atisfactoi\ tendei 

(r) Yes 

(d) If has been explained in an^wer to (6) that only a comparatively 
small quantity of “ Corrugol ” was jinrchased to meet the special require- 
ments of two indentors Corrugol ” does not eonfoim to the Indian 
Store-) Depaitment speeifieatiou foi led oxide paint 

Tender for Paint Remover accepted by the Indian Stores Department. 

214. 8 0. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that the Indian Stores De- 

partment called for tenders for 6,000 gallons Paint Remover free from 
4ikah ” m their tender No H-6040, dated 11th November, 1929 ? 

(2i> it a fact that Messrs the Murarka Paint and Varnish Works. 
Limited, quoted their proprietory article ** Mura Paint Di-Solve at 
ite. 5 - 8-0 per gallon 1 

{c} Is it a fact that the said Mura Paint Di-Solve was tested by 
the Alipore Test Hottse and wfes awarded a certificate on the 31st May, 
1929 ? 

' (d) Is it a fact that the said Mura Paint Di-Solve '' is an article 
manufaetured by Messrs the Murarka Pamt and Varnish Works, Ltd , 
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which IS holly an Indian concern with Indian management, with Indian 
capital and labour 1 

(e) Is it a fact that the Indian Stotes Department accepted the tender 
of “ Salvoid ” as a substitute for the “ Paint Remover free from 
Alkali ’’ ? 

{fj Is it a fact that the said “ Salvoid is an impoited foreign pro- 
prietory product ? 

i{j) Is it a fact that this •>“ Salvoul is purchased by the Indian 
Stores Depaitment at Rs 7 (Rupees seven) per gallon ? 

(//) It the .uisveis to the pai ts (a) to f </)' be in the affiimntive, will 
Go\ernmeiit be ph'ascd to ‘^rate the ipasons ulu onl> 41 gallons ot “ ^lura 
Paint Di-Solve an appioved indigenous piodnit was ])ui chased and the 
siinnlv of the remamdci of the 6,000 gallons of the Paipt Remover tender- 
ed fot^was given to the tenderer who quoted a foreign impoited article at 
a considerably higher rate ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : (a) The Indian Stores Depart- 
ment jnMt('(l tciidorN on the date mentioned ioi “ Paint Rtonovei (( lustic 
soda solution not r(‘quired) ” The imitation to tender called toi jiiices 
for an\ (piantities nj) to 4,500 gallons and betvecn 4 500 and 6,000 gallons, 
that might be demanded dunng the period fiom the 1st April, 19*10, to the 
31st Maieh, P) H 

{h) Mcssi'. the Aluiarka Paint and Varnish Works, Ltd, quoted for 
their pio])netory pieparations called “ Mura Paint Di-Solve ” as follows 

Up to 4, 500 1 tot v\ eeii 4 500 

gallons and 0 000 gallons 

Per gallon Per gallon 
Rs t p Rs A p 

(o) m oni' gallon tins 5 12 0 5 12 0 

(l>) in tuo gallon cases , 5 10 0 5 10 0 

le) ill the gallon drums 5^ 0 5 8 0 

(e) 

(d) Tills is believed to be tlie ease 

ic) The Indian Stores Department accepted the tendei toi ^ .Sol- 
\oid not as a substitute, but because this preparation fully satisfied the 
requirements 

(/) Yes 

(g) The Indian Stores Department accepted the tender for Sol- 
void at Rs 7 per gallon in one or two gallon tins 

(h) At the time of awarding the contracts the total demands received 

for iiaint lemover, by the Thief Oonti^Uer of Stores, from 'irtdentmg offi* 
ceis amouhted to 841 gallons Of this Quantity, 41 gallons w^hs placed 
^Mth the Murarka Paint and VarniHh Works for “ Mura Paint Di-solve ’ . 
The balance of 800 gallons was requh?ed by a particular mdento^ who had' 
indentiHl s]>ceifieallv for “ Solvoid ” The Indian Storea Department 
represented to the indenfor that Mfura Pa^nt Di-Solve ” could be pur- 
chased at a lower price. The Mentor was asked if he would 

accept this pieparation, but he w'as unable to agree to accent 

any orancl of which he had np experience m practical use 
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ind insisted on tiie supply of a brand wh^ch h»d been tested^ tried and 
found satisfactory in actual service 

The Sux>eriiitendent, Government Test House, has reported that Sol- 
^oid ” is superior to ‘‘ Mura I)i-Sol\e ” as a paint iemo\er 

Communal Representation in the Government ot India Offices 

216 *Mr. S 0 Mitra * (a) Will Government please state whether 
he iiistiuctions issued hy them leprardiup: communal representation in ihe 
jfoeiununt of India offices apply also to depaitmeiital exannnations and 
iromotions ? 

(d) If the reply to part ((/) he in the affimative, hov' do (toyenimeuf 
iistity their polic\ luulei section 9b ol the Government of India Act tvhich 
ays down that no one shall be debarrc'd from holding: any post under the 
hown in India by reason of his creed, caste or colour i 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig (a) The instructions lef erred to 
ly the Ilonourahle Alember do not aiiplv to de])artmentRl promotions 

(/)) Does not arise 

Dr Nand Lai . I <isk, Sn, A^helhel this policy, which is prac- 

icallv based on communalisin, is not detiimentdl to the purity of admmis- 
ration 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig \o, Sir The view of the Gov- 
rnment of India is that it is desirable that, as far as possible, all com- 
minties vshould leeene a rea'^onable share in the admmisti ation 

Dr Nand Lai That is quil(‘ tnie but wnll th(‘ Go\ eminent of 
ndm be also p]eds(‘d to look 1o Ili(‘ piirit\ of adminisl i ation, which is of 
itol imjioitanee to (‘\er;\ good g(n eminent ^ 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig I do not iimh^rstand, Sir how any 
uestion of the puiity of admin isti at ion aiises The Honourabh' Mem- 
?i might perhajis laise a question of the efficiency of the administra- 
011 So far as that is eoneerned, the Government take steps to satisfj 
lemselves that persons are not admitted to the public service who are 
ot. in then opinion, efficient 

Dr Nand Lai May I giv’e a personal explanation, Sir The purity 
the result of the efficient Government 

Mr. President : Cider, order No explanation is required 

.EEiCAL Establishments of thf India Office and the Office of the 
High Commissioner for India 

216. *Mr. S. 0. Bfctra : (a) Will Government please state the strength 
the clerical establishments of the India Office and of the office of the High 
)mmissioner for India ^ 

(h) What ar6 the different giades and the rates of pay ? 

(c) Whfet is the system of recruitment as regards* these establish- 

mts f 

(d) What IS the number of Indians holding appointments in the 
‘Meat ^establishments ? 

(e) Are Indians given, any preference in the matter of recruitment of 
rsoiinel for the clerical establi-shment ? 
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The Honourable Mr H. O Haig « ((/) The total number of the 
cleiical stdff jiicliuling sliorthand-typists, typists and comptometer operat- 
ors actually .serving in the High Commissioner ’.s Office on the 1st April, 
VJ.fO, uas 260 

(b) A statement sho^^lllg tlie giades and lates of pay is placed on 
the table 

(c) Government undei stand that the High Commissioner maintains 
a list of c’Hndidates who appl.v for appointments in his office and makes 
a selection from that list to fill each vacancy as it occurs 

(d) The number of clmieal appointments in the High Commissioner’s 
Office held by Indians, including Anglo-Indians, on the 1st January, 1930, 
was 49 

(r) It IS understood that the High Commissioner fills the majority 
of vacancie- oeeurring in his clerical establishment ‘by the appointment 
of Indians 

Government have no infonnation about tlie clerical establishment of 
the India Office 


Staibmrvt showing fh(' grades and raie^ of pay of the clerual e&lahlishment of the 
O^re oj th' Iftgh Commtsstoner for Jndta in London 
£S{»0 — 1“ — 400 A -venr 

£00 a K'ai 0)1 cntr\ , rising to £80 a >ear 

at tlio agt of 18 , tlioiue bv £T to 

£100 , thenct* b^ £10 to £120, 

theme b^ Ell to £1 >0 , theufe b\ 
£10 to £210 ('Kffi(UMu\ Bar, £180) 
£00 I Noai on tntr\, using to £80 a jear 

nt the igo of IS tin nee m £" to 

£120, theme by £7 10« annually to 
£180 (Efluieno Bir £13')') 

£im— £7 10«— £180 
38s — 2s (>(/ — 40 A ^\e('K 
32» I \\((K tioin age of 18 to 19 , 24^ 
at 10 , 20s it 20 , 28s at 21 (or over 
in 1 ISO of ejitrnnts ovti 21) , ^nd 
thence In iiicreinents of 2^ to 36# a 
w <'ek 

Tin tcnijKuin '.tali n oii uiekh i )tta of |)a\, whuh, on Ist April, 1030, varied 
IntvsetM 2Ss, i^d and 102s <v/ „ ueek aceording to the ^ladcs and ages of the m 
i uinbeiit.. 

jSoie / — I hi i>enn iiient stall in g^lditiou entitled to the Civil Service Cost of 
Liimg Mont's 

Note 2 — Meinbejs of the estabbshment of Indian domicile, whose basic salarj 
does not exceed t4d0 a vear, locei^e also an overseas jllowaiic© of £50 a year This 
nllowMiiee is not, honev< i admissible to i teniporajv derk of limited tenure 


Pay op Mechanical Transport and Si^pply and Transport Clerks. 

217. ^Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (a) Is it a, fact that there are at present two 
diffcKMit cadies of Mechanical Transport and Supply and Transport clerical 
establishments ? 

(b) If the leply to (a) be in the affirmative, will (JQy^ruJnc^lt please 
state then scales of pay f 

{O Is It also a fact that ^ome years ago both were in one eadr^ ? If 
go what was the s(al(‘ of pay before separation 7 


High( r CJ('ri(,il Officers 
Clericil Offiiers 
(t) Mon 


(u) Wonioii 


Bupt j fiiti mil nts of Tvpist'. 
Hhorthand t\{nsts 
T\ pists 
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(d) Is it a fact that the nature of duties and qualifications requiicd 
for admission to both the services are identical ? 

{b) Is it a fact that the scale ot paj ot the Mechanical Transport 
clerks was increased aftei separation but the question of improving the pay 
and prospects of Supply and Transport clerks is still under consideration ? 

(/) When did the Go\ernmeiit lecene the last momoiial tiom the 
Supply and Transport clerks, and what decision, if any, has been armed at 
on it ’ 

Mr O M. Youag : {<i^ Yes The Honourable Menibei is rcteriedto 
the reply given on the 21st March last to part (a) of un‘'trtried ques- 
tion No 269. 

(h) The scale of pay for both eadies is the same, namely 
Upper Division— Its 12 > — 10 — ,125 — 25|2 — 375, with ettieiency bars 
at Rs 225 and 325 

Lower Division — Rs 50 — 4 — 90 — 3 — 150, wuth eftieiencv bars at 
Rs 90 and 120 

{() Tlie answer to the fust pait is in the negative The second does 
not arise 

(d) Yes 

(r) In view' of the answer to part {( ), this does not arise 

(/) The last menioiial wa.s leeeived in June, 1930 The ipiestion of 
uniform scale of pay for clerks of <»11 military services in India is under 
consideration 


Condonation of a Brevk in Service for Pension 

218 *Mr. S 0. Mitral (a) Is it a fact that the temporary' service 
rendeied by a clerk in the Milltai-y Accounts Department during the Great 
War counts for pension, if no gratiiitv was received for it and if it is 
followed b} pensionable service in another Government Department ? 

(h) Does the same service also count for pension if followed bv servicn 
m another Gov'ernment office, not immediately after discharge from tlip 
Department, but after one or more short breaks ? If so, what is the 
authority for it ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster • (o) and ih) The answers 
to both parts of the question are in the negative in the sense that tem- 
porary service does not as of right count towards pension under the ml^ 
in the Civil Service Regulations, except according to the provisions of 
Article 370 in cases where the service has been rendered m an apjxunt- 
ment which is sub equently made permanent on the same establishment. 

in the Military Aoeounts Department, temporary appointments created 
in the War have not been made pefmanent, the pnnciple laid down m 
Af^jele 370 does pot apply At the same time the Government of India 
have di^retion, in individual cases, to allow temporal service to count 
for pension under Article 361A of the Civdl Service Regulations and to 
condone interruptions of service under Article 422 of the same Regnla- 
tiohs ' ' Ml 
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Condonation of a Break in Service iqr Pension 

219 *Mr S 0 Mitra • (a) Will Government please state if it is a 
lact 

(t) til at as a result ot the Il^port ot the Iiichcape Committee, certain 
temporary cleiks in the Government of India offices were 
letienehed and that some ot them ^\ere re-appointed later 
afl«“r shoif hteaks in ser\ lee 

(it) that Co^ (‘rnmeiit {planted sjieeial lea\e Uj) to some specified 
juniod to those ndrenched temporary men who had put m 
more thav tour years’ continuous temporary service at the 
time of letienehment and that that period, although without 
an\ apjiointment, was not considered a break m service ’ 

(ill) tliat, among others, a tempoiai\ eleik in the Department of 
Education, Health and Lands whose seinice was les^ Uian 
foni \(Mis in the Department wdien he was retrenched was 
(uiahh^d to lUad liimself of the leave eoncession by the bieak 
between Ins ser\ ice in that Department and some othei pte- 
\jous ser\ K (‘ eis(*w lu i e la mg ( ondonid i 

(/>) It the K'plv to part (in) above be m the affiimative, will Go\ein- 
ment he jileaserl to state wdndlnm the breaks in the ser\ice of othei clerks 
ipfeired to in {/) abo\(‘ (betw'eeii i etiencliment and i eappomtment in 
another peimanent \acanc\) has been condoned geneially to enable all of 
them to ( cunt thiui temporary or officiating service before the break tor the 
purposes ot leave and pimsion ^ It not, why not ? 

The Honourable Mr H Q Haig^ . (a), (?) and (n) I would leter 

the Ilonourabli' JMeinlxu to tin* leply given to pait (1) of the Honourable 
Maulvi ^Iuh<mim<i(l \a(iub’s qiiestion No BT") on the 2Stli March last 

(in) It iH not H tact that the break was condoned m the ease ot the 
cleik 111 question He was allowed two moiitlis’ lea\(^ on average pa\ aa 
a special case 

(b) The llonouiabh' ^lembei is referred to the leply given to part 
(2) of the question mentioned above 

Penalty payable iok carrying Unbooked Luggages 

220 ■**Mr S 0 Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that all the raibvays have 

fixed a maximum limit u]) to which peualt> is payable by those travelling 

without tickets 1 

(h) Is it a fact that no maximum has been prescribed lu the ease of 
penalty payable by those carrying unbooked luggage m excess of the free 
allowance ^ < 

(c) If the answer to parts (a) and (b) be m the affirmative, do Gov- 
ernment propoM' to consider the desirability of prescribing a maximum 
limit as m the case of those travelling without tickets ? 

Mr A A L. Parsons (a) The maximum limit referred to is fixsd 
by section lilt of the Indian Railways Act, No IX of 1890 

(h) No maximum sum payable as a penalty has heen prescribed bu4 
the amount payable is the full freight chargeable on the luggage carried, 
no free allowance being permitted. 

(c) Government do nOt propose to prescribe a maximum sum payable 
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Hoims Of ClearanOb of Letter Boxes in OolaIsa. ^ ^ 

22L *Mr. S. 0. lAiIra : (a) Is it a fact that some of the letter boxes 
m Qolaba are cleared at 13-30 hours ? 

(b) Is it a fact that these letter boxes are not cleared between 10-00 
and 13-00 hours ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Fiontier llail lea\es Colaba at 13-00 houis ? 

(d) Is it d fact that mails for the Punjab, etc., are conveyed by this 

tram 

('€) Are Government prepared to revise the hours of clearance of the 
letter boxes in (Jolaba to provide for a clearance about an hour before the 
departure of the Frontiei Mail ? 

Mr H A, Sams (a) Yes , all the street letter boxes m the area 
of Colabd Town Sub-Olhce are cleaied between 13-13 and 13-45 houi’s 

{b) No , they aie cleaied bebv'eeii 11-30 and 12-00' houis 
(c) Yes 
{d) Yes 

(tj) The fdcilitv asked toi alreadv exists 


Directory of Ga/kited Offk’irs of the Government ot India 

i!22 *'Mr S C Mitra {o ) Do Government publish any Directory 
of the Gazetted Officers of the Goviunment of India ? If so, atter what 
mtenals ’ 

{h) Is this publication toi iniblit use It so, how is its publication 
notified foi the information of tliose who may like to purchase it ? 

(r) Is this publication specialh toi the ase of the Government ot India 
offices ? If so, are its copies supplied to all the Departments and is any 
mtiniation sent to the various Depaitments when it is published 1 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig (a) Yes The Government of 
India Directory is published twice a year 

(b) and (c) This publication is intended botli tor official and 
public use and is on sale It is advertwed in the Catalogue ot Gov- 
ernment of India publications, and also ni tlie monthlv book list pub- 
lished b> the Central Publication Pianch Calcutta 

Assignment of Policies under the Postal Insurance Fund 

223. *Mr S. C Mitra : (a) Js it a fact that the Postal authorities 
have prescribed a particular foim of assignment of polic^ea^ under 
the Postal Insurance Fund ? 

(b) Is it a fact that they refuseGo register assignments which though 
legally vabd, are not exactly in accordance with the prescribed form ? 

(c) Will Government please state why it is necessary to adhere 
stiCiotly to the prescribed form ? 

(d) ba it a fact that conditional assignments are not registered f If 
so, will Government please state the reasons f 
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Mr. H. A, Saqis (a) Tlie Po^taJ authorities have prescribed a 
particular form of assignment of policies issued under the Post Office 
Insurance Fund as a guide to asdst policy-holders 

(b) No, so Imig as the form is the same in substance as the form 
to which I have just refeii'ed 

(r) Does not arise 

(d) Yes, Government do not accept conditional assignments as legal 
complications might arise 

Criminal Suits filed by the New Delhi Municipality against Residents 
AND Shopkeepers in New Delhi. 

224, ’"Blr S 0 Mitra * Are Government aware that the general 
practice in New Delhi Municipality is to file criminal suits against resident** 
and shopkeepers in New Delhi for violation of municipal by-laws without 
warning or serving previous registeied notices on those against whom they 
propose to take eiiminal action ^ If so, why ? 

Sir Frank Noyce No 

Provision of Additional Accommodation in New Delhi for Army Head* 

QUARTERS OFFICES 

225 *Mr, S. C. Mitra . (a) Is it a tact that owing to limited accom- 
modation in the Imperial Secretariat Buildings in New Delhi only a por- 
tion of Army Headquarters Offices moved down from Simla to Delhi last 
winter ? 

(6) When do Government propose to provide accommodation in Delhi 
for the whole of Army Headquarters f 

Mr G M. Young (a) The proportion of Army Headcitrartera 
Offices moving to Delhi each year is regulated primarily by administrative 
requirements, and not by the amount of office ac’commodation available 

(h) There is no such proposal, as it was never intended that the 
whole of Army Headquarters should move to Delhi 

Grant of House Rent and Secretariat Rates of Pay to Clerks of Army 

Headquarters 

226 *Mr S. G. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that the question of +he grant 
of house rent and Secretariat rates of pay to clerical establishments of Army 
Headquarters is under consideration ? 

(h) Will Go\einment please state how this matter stands at present f 

Mr. G M Young ; (a) Yes 

{h) No decision has yet been reached. 

Abolition of the Post of Establishment Officer, Army DEPAejjMENT. 

227. *Mr. S 0. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact th«t the question of the aboli- 
tion of tlie appointment of llstabltshment^ Officer, 4-iW Pepartment, k 

under consideiation ? 
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(5) Is it a fact that; leave reserves have now bean csUM&I*«led Iti all 
Btatiches of Army Headquarters ? 

(c) Is it a fact that one of the principal functions of the BstablhShhieht 
Officer was to recruit personnel for leave vacancies in the elertcal estab- 
lishments 1 

{d) If the answer to parts {b) and (r) be in the affirmative, do QOV*- 
ornment propose to abolish the post of Establishment Officer ? 

Mr O' M Young (a) No, Sir 

(b) Yes 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise 

Abolition of the Post of Establishment Officer, Army Department. 

228 *Mr. S C Mitra * (a) is it a tact that Attached Offices of the 
various Departments of the Government of India deal direct with the Pub- 
lic Service Commission in mattei*s pertaining to their ministerial establish- 
ment ? 

(b) Is it a fact that all Branches of Army Headquarters liave their 
separate establishment sections like Attached Offices f 

(c) Is it a fact that establishments of Branches are distinct from each 
dher and that each Branch has its sepaiate seniority roll 

(d) If the answers to parts (a), {h) and (c) be m the affirmative, 
vill Government please state Mhy the Branches of Army Headquarters 
'annot deal direct with the Public Bervice Commission / 

Bir. Q M Young : The information desired by the Honourable 
Member will be found m the rejily given in the Council ot State on the 
I7th September, 1927 to question No 213 and m the replies given in 
his House on the 11th September, 1928, and 2nd September, 1929, to 
tarred questions Nos. 407 and 10, respectively. 

\:bolition of thf Post of Establishment Officer, Army Department^ 

2^9 S 0 Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that most of the work per- 

aming to the clerical establishment ot the Army Department Secretariat 
ia.s been entrusted to the Personal Assistant to the Army Secretary ? 

Mr. G M Young • Most of the work in question is dealt with by 
^he Personal Assistant, but under the control of the Establishment 
)fficer 


Medical Attendance ok Government Employees iN Sim^^a 

230 •Mr S 0. Mitra : (a) Will Government please lay on the ^bie 
copy of the Education Department Resolution No 780, ^ated the 12th 
December, 1922, regarding medical attendance on Government if^mployees ? 

(6) Is it a fact that Government’ of India employees are required to 
>ay fees for their operations performed by the Civil Surgeon in the Ripon 
lospital, Simla,' and JS-rays, etc. t ‘I*/ » ^ " 

(c) If the reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, hdve Gdfernment 
(Jffisid^red the qucefion of the advisability bf making all siich ttcatihent 
pee f If not, why not f 
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Sir Frank Noyce : {a) A copy of the Department of Education, 
Health and Lands Resolution No 780, dated the 12th December, 1922, 
has been placed in the Library of the House 

(h) No, pixjvided in the case of X-Ray treatment that such treatment 
has been prescribed by the official medical attendant of the Government 
servant concerned 
(c) Does not arise 

Medical Attendance on Government Employees in Simla. 

231 ^Mr. S. C Mitra • {a) Is it a fact that the establishments of the 
Go\ eminent of India Secretariat and Army Headquarters are entitled to 
lequisition the sei vices of presciibed medical officers at their residences in 
eases of serious illness t 

{b) Are Government aware that the doctors paying visits to the houses 
of such patients accept tees if olfeied to them 

(r) Are Government prepared to issue instructions that in the case 
(>f those entitled to tree medical aid payment of fees to doctors is piohibit- 
cd and should not l)e accepted bv t)ie latter ^ 

Sir Prank Noyce . (a) Yes 

(b) Government ate not aw'are ot am cases in winch the doctors have 
accepted t(‘es 

({ ) Does not iiuse 

Sh<)Rta(;e ot Residential Quarters in New Delhi 

232 ♦Mr. S C Mitra . (a) Is it a fact that the Government of India 
collected intoi matron six months ago regarding the total establishment of 
each of tlie Goveinnient of India Secretariat, Attached and Subordinate 
Offices p(umanentlv hxoUod at Delhi or moving to Delhi and the number 
vMshing to leside in New Delhi if residential accommodation is available ? 
If so, what aie the total figiues for “ C ” and “ D class orthodox 
quarters ? 

(6) What is the total number of residential quarters tb«t wiR be 
available foi them next winter / 

(e) When do Government propose to construct a sufficient number 
ol quarters to accommodate all the establishments of the civil and military 
offices in New Delhi ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore • (a) Information of the nature 
referred to has been collected but the figures for “ C ” and “ D '' class 
orthodox quaiters have ndt been worked out sepaiately 

(h) 1208 quarters, viz, 238 “ G ” and 970 “ H’Y class orthodox 
quarters ^ ' 

(c) The matter is undei consideration. 

Provision oe a 7m and Museum in New Delhi 

233 ♦Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that there is no zoological 
and botanical garden in New Delhi ? 

(6) Do Government propose to convert one of the parks into a 
garden ? If so, when ? , ^ 
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(c) Do GovernmeDt propose to provide a museum in New Delhi 1 If 
so, when ? 

Mr. G S Bajpai : (a) Yes 

(h) No such proposal is under consideration at present 

(c) Yes, a museum of Central Asian antiquities already exists in Delhi 
The question of constructing a larger museum is held up at present be- 
cause of financial stringency 

Checking of Accounts of Branches in Army Headquarters 

234. *Mr. S. C Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that Branches of Army Head- 
quarterg keep imprest advances ? 

(b) Whdt are the arrangements for cheeking accounts of Brancht^s 
and for ensuring that the mijirest money is properly utilised 1 

(c) Have the accounts been p\er checked by the Accounts Depart* 
ment ^ If so, vheii were they last checked ? 

(d) Are Go\ernment prepared to issue instructions for the periodical 
inspection of accounts by mcinbei'* ut the Audit Deiiartmcnt ? If not, why 
not t 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (a) Yes 

{b) and (r) Accounts sujipoi ted by vouchers tor aJI amounts ax- 
peiided out of the imprest are lendered monthly, or moie often if necos- 
sary, to the Military Accounts Department Cheques in lecoupment of 
the amounts so spent are issued by the Military Accounts Department 
to Branches of Army Headquarleis It is thus seen by audit that 
amounts are correctly utilized out oj imprest advances 

(d) The question does not arise as the accounts are regularly audited 

Date of the Move of Government ok India Offices from New Delhi ro 

Simla 

235, ^Mr. S. C. Mitra : {a) Is it a fact that usually the date of move 
of the Government of India offices tiom New Delhi to Simla is determined, 
not by the heat at Delhi but b} the date on which the business of the Legis- 
lature IS finished ? 

(b) Aie Government a^aie that sometimes the offices move up so early 
that most of the clerks and their ehildren fall sick on aeeount of the biting 
cold at Simla in the beginning of April ? 

(c) Do Government propose to consider the question of keeping the 
Go\ernment of India offices at Delhi at least for seven months in the year ? 
If so, when t 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig • (a) The conclusion of the Delhi 
session of the Legislature is obviously an important factor which is 
taken into consideration m fixing the date of the move of the Govern- 
ment of India from Delhi to Simla 

(h) The Government have no reason to thmk that the dates fixed by 
them for the move to Simla are such that the health of their staff is 
adversely affefoted. 

L8CPB(LA) c 
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(c) I would refer the Honouiable Member to the answer which was 
^iven by >Sir James Crerar on the 28th January, 1929, to Khan Bahadur 
Sdifaraz llussam Khan’s unstarred question No 95. 


Detention of Attached and Subordinate Offices in New Delhi 

2?t6 *Mr S 0 Mitra : (a) Will Government state the names of the 
Attached and Subordinate Offices which ha\e stopped movinji^ to Simla ^ 

(b) Is it a fact that coolinj.^ apparatus has been installed in the Secie- 
taiiat Bnildinj^s in New Delhi ? 

(() Are any more offices likely to be detained at Delhi next year 1 
It not, why not ? 

The Honourable Mr H. G Haig (a) The Honourable Member is 
letened to the ans^vers given by Sir James Ort^rar on the 15th Februaiv, 
192H, and 9tli Si'prcmber, 1929, to questions Nos 93 and 250, respectively, 
b\ Mr Kelkai and the Honourable Maulvi Muhammad Yakub 

(/;) Yes , the cooling apparatus has been installed in certain [lortions 
of fhe Secretanat Buildings 

(c) It has not yet beim found possible, with due regard to administia- 
tive eonvnmience, to detain any more offices m Delhi tor the summei 
months 


Provision of Shower Baths in Government Quarters in New Delhi 

237 *Mr S C Mitra (a) Is it a tact that arrangements for shower 
bath ire provided in the orthodox Chummeries (single quarters) in New 
Delhi 1 

(b) What would be the cost per quarter for providing the same in 
the family quarters in New Delhi ? 

(c) Do Government propose to consider the advisability of providing 
showei bath arrangements in all bath rooms in New Delhi Government 
quarters ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore (a) The reply is m the affirma- 
tive 


(b) The cost would vaiy with the class of quarters, but the probable 
cost would be 



Rs 

111 A class Orthotlox quartei’s 

30 

in B class Orthodox quarters 

20 

m C and lower class Orthodox quarters 

10 


(c) No The total cost involved would be heavy and Government 
an* not aware that any general demajid exists for these conveniences 


Installation of the Flush Systhh in all R®sidbnc«s in Nbw Delhi 

238. *Mr S. 0. BUtra : (a) Is it a fact that flush latrines lyre provid- 
ed in orthodox Chumthefles 4n Delhi t 

( b ) What would be the cost per quarter for providing arrange- 

ments in other residential quarters in New Delhi I 
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(c) Do 'Government propose to instal the flush system in all family 
quarters in Kew Delhi ? If not, hy not 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : (a) The repl\ is in the affirma- 
tive. 

(b) The cost would \diy with th(‘ type of house from Rs 2,500 for an 
A class Officer's bungalow to Rs 300 for the smallest type of quarters 

(c) The installation of the flush system in all family quarters would 
involve a veiy heavy expendituie and Government are not therefore 
prepared to consider the matter at present 

Vacant Pieces of Land in New^ Delhi 

239; *Mr. S 0 Mxtra (a) Is it a fact that small pieces of land are 
lying vacant on the Baird Road (lu front of shops), near the Electric 
Power House, on one side of Queen Mar^^'s Avenue, behind the Raja 
Bazaar Square and Cantonment Road orthodox quarters and on one side 
ot Lady Hardinge Road ? 

(b) Will Goveinment please state what these tracts are reserved for, 
and why Government have not so far constructed quarters or shops on the 
vacant land 1 

The Honom’able Sir Joseph Bhore (a) Yes 

(6) The plots aie reserved tor tuture requirements No decision has 
been arrived at regarding then disposal, but it is probable that all these 
sites wull be required toi fuithei Government quarters 

Coal-tarring oy Baird Road, New Delhi 

240 •»lr B 0 Mitra (a) Is it a fact that Baird Road has got 
a ^arge number of quarters and ^Municipal and private shops on it in New' 
Delhi ? 

(b) Ts it also a fact that on one end of the road there is a Convent 
JSchool and op the other Lady Hardinge Medical College and Hospital ? 

(c) Is it a tact that it is not coal-tarred and are Government aware 
that the heavy motor and other tiafiic on it makes it a cause of great 
nuisance for those residing in the quarters on the road ? 

(d) Do Government propose to have it coal-tarred I If so, when ® 
If not, why not ? 

The Honotiralfle Sir Joseph Bhore * (a) and {b) Yes 

(c) and (d) The road has not yet been bitummised, but it is hoped 
to do this during the current year 

OniEOtr ilBCikUtTMBNT OF CLERICAL StaFF OF CERTAIN OFFICES. 

^1. ♦Mt. H. '0. : (o) Wilf Government pleas6 give a list of 

Government of ImHa *wdiich are permitted to r^uit their clerical 

estoUwhmeAte otb^rw^ than through the Public Bcrviee ConnBOBsion T 

(b) Will (RivertnniHtft please state the reasons for rela^t^ Hie oOudi^ 
tion of passing the Public Service Commission examination in the case of 
personnel recruited for such offices ? 

L8CPB(LA) C2 
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The Honourable Mr H. O Haig : (a) So far as I am aware the 
offices which have been permitted to recruit their clerical 
establishments otherwise than through the Public Service Commission 
are 

(1) The Contracts Directorate of the Master General of Ordnance's 

Branch 

(2) The Finance Department (Civil and Military) in respect of 

technical men required for budget work 

(3) The Railway Board, in respect of technical staff from Rail- 

ways 

(4) The Office of the Director, Intelligence Bureau, Home De- 

partment, in respect of certain posts only 

(6) The Central Cypher Bureau of the Foreign and Political 

Department 

(h) I would refer the Honourable Member to part (e) of the reply 
gi\en to the Honourable ]Maulvi Muhammad Yakub’s question No 207 
on the 5th Sejitember, 1929 

Results op the last Ministerial Branch Examination op the Public 
Service Commission 

242 ♦Mr. S. 0. Mitra • (u) Is it a fact that there have been 
numerous interpellations in the Legislative Assembly with regard to the 
drastic nature of the results of the last ministerial branch examination 
held oy the Public Service CommLsaion ? 

(h) Is it a fact that in spite of numerous questions, information has 
not been furnished as to the percentage of marks that were required to be 
obtained in order to secure a pass in the First or Second Division ? 

(r) If the answer to (h) be in the affirmative, will Government please 
state the reasons for their inability to do so ? 

{cl) Is it a fact that out of 425 candidates for the First Division only 
17 were declared successful ? 

(e) Is it a fact that of these 17, eight were stenographers 1 If so, was 
fny prelercnce gneu to them on the giounds that they were qu.ilified 
stenographers ? 

(/) How many of the successful candidates were graduates ? 

The Honourable Mr. H G. Haig , (a) There have been several 
inteipellations in the Legislatue Assembly with regard to the results 
ot tlie examination to which the Honourable Member refers 

[h), (c) and (d) The answers to these questions will be found m 
the reply which the Honourable Sir James Crerar gave to the Honour- 
able Member’s question No 659 on the 19th March, 1930. 

(e) Out of the 17 successful candidates 8 were qualified stenofftanhera 
but no prefeience was given to them on this ground- 

(f) Five 
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Statt Selection Board Examination of 1920 

243. •Mr S C Mitra • (a) Is it a fact that in the examination held 
by the Staff Selection Board m 1920 the minimum educational qualidca- 
tion prescribed for the First Dmsioii for all Indian candidates was the B A 
de^^rec 

(h) Is it also a fact that ciotaiii candidates who did not possess this 
qiialitication were doclaied as jiassed foi tin- Fust Dnision as tlie\ were 
considered to ha\e obtained sufficient marks for the jiurposo ? 

fO If the ie])lies to the dbtwe lie in the affiimatne, will Government 
t)Ieas(‘ state how many of titc candidate^ referred to in (/;) were depart- 
mental and how man^ outsiders ^ 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig (a) and (b) External candidates 
weie required to possess a d( yri'c but this qualification was waned 
m the case of depaitmental candidates seeking admission to the exami- 
nation 111 question 

(c) Does not arise 

Staff Selection Board Examination of 1920 

244 *Mr. S 0. Blitra . (a) Is it a fact that the Staff Selection Boaul 
examination of 1920 was a qualifying one ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the qualifications and rules for the examination 
published in the Board’s communique of 1920 applied equally to depart* 
mental and outside candidates ? 

(c) Is it also a fact that some ot the departmental men who had 
appeared for the Lowe) Division were declared qualified for the First 
Division on account of high marks obtained by them ? 

(d) If the replies to the abo\e be m the affirmative, are the outside 
candidates also entitled to the same treatment 1 

The Honourable Blr H G Haig • (a) Yes 

(6) No Concessions in the matter of age and educational qualifica- 
tions were recognised m favoui ot departmental candidates 

(c) Yes 

(d) Does not arise 

Probationary Period for Candidates for the Staff Selection Board 
Examination in 1920 

246. *Mr. S 0. Mitra (a) Is it a fact that the piobationery period 
prescribed in the Staff Selection Board’s communique of 1920 Was one 
year ? 

(h) Is it also a fact that most ot the candidates who passed the 1920 
examination had to remain unconfirmed for several years, not because they 
were not considered fit, but owing, to financial stringency ? 

(c) Is it a fact, that in view of the hardship involved, the Government 
allowed ' some increments to those who were confirmed in 1924 ? 

(<f) Do Govemm^ht propose to extend the sante concession to thoAC 
who were confirmed still later and had to suffer loss of increments for more 
than four years without any fault ? If tlot, why hot f 
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The Honourable Mr H. G H^ig . (a) The period of probation is 
ordinarily one year but confirmation depends, among other things, on 
the occurrence of vacancies 

(b) I am not awaie that any candidates appointed on probation to 
(b‘finite posts remained unconfirmed after a year but it is the case that 
some candidates wlio passed in 1920 were not confirmed for a considerable 
period owing to lack of permanent vacancies 

(c) It vas not possible to evolve any general principle for applica- 
tion to all cases but relief was gi\en in cases of hardship, by the grant 
of advance increments on the merits of each case 

(d) The rule is that the minimum of the scale is drawn only on con- 
firmation, and as I have already explained, cases of hardship have b<mn 
dealt with on merits The leply therefore is in the negative 

Paucity of Muslim Teachers in Ajmer-Merw^ara 

246 *Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi (a) Will Government please 
state it it IS a tact tliat, in reply to a (piestion in the Legislative Assembly 
on the 14th Septembei, 1925, diawung attention to the extremely low num- 
ber of Muslim teachcis in the employ of the Ajmer-Merwara Administra- 
tion, Government promised that the claims of suitable Muhammadans 
wmuld recene consideration at the hands of the local Administration ? 

Is it a tact that in 1925, September, the number of Muslim 
teachers in the Go\ernment employment m Ajmer-Meiwara, excluding the 
Moinia Tslamia High School was 23 out of a total number of 229 
teacheis 1 

(r) Is it a fact that there are at present only about nine perma- 
nent Muslim teachers out ot a total number of about 250 teachers drawing 
salaries from the luiperial and District revenues in the boys’ vernacular 
schools 111 Ajmer-Merwara under the authority of the Assistant Superin 
tendont of Education Ajmer-Merwara ^ If this number is not correct 
will Government kindly state the total number of teachers, and (2) 
the total number ot Muslim teachers in the said schools ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the appointments of teachers in vernacular schools 
in Ajmer-Mcrwaia getting salaries up to Rs 40 per mensem is made by 
Mr P B Joshi, the Assistant Superintendent of Education, by his own 
ordeis and on his own authority without obtaining the sanction 
of the Superintendent of Education and that appointments 6ibove 
I?s 40 in the said schools are made by promotion from lower 
grades by the Superintendent of Education on the recom- 
mendations of his Assistant Superintendent of Education f Will 
Lo\ernment kindly state who delegated this power to the Assistant 
Supeiintendent of Education, and under what authority and on what 
understanding ? 

(c) Is it a fact nothing effective has been done in giving Muslims 
adequate representation in the vernacular schools in Ajmer-Merwara since 
the Government reply referred to m (a) above and that the assurance 
given by the Government of India in the Legislative Assembly m 1935 has 
been disregarded by the Assistant Superintendent of Education in making 
appointments on his own au^onty with the result that the number of 
Muslims m these schools has further deplorably gone down ! 
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Sir Frank Nayce : With your permissions Sir, 1 shall deal with ques- 
tions Nos 246 — 255 and 257 together The information for is 

being collected and will be supplied to the Honourable Member as soon 
as It IS available 

Paucity of Women Teachers in Ajmer-Merwara 

f247 ♦Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi Is it a fact that out of 36 
women teachers in Ajmer-Merwai a there is onlv one Muslim woman 
teachei, and that the rest are all Hindus ? Will Government ktndly state 
the reason'^ ? 

Discontent amongst Tfachers in Ajmer-Merwara 

t248 ♦Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi Will Government kindly 
state when the combined cadre w'ds sanctioned by the Government of 
India, and when it was sent by the Ajmer-Merwara Administration to 
the Superintendent of Education ’ Will Go\ernment kindly state the 
reasons \vh\ no action has \et been taken on the combined cadre ? Who is 
ies])onsible foi this extraordinarily long delay ? Are Government aware 
that theie is much discontent among the teachers for tliLs delay ? 

Grievances OF Muslims against Mr P B Joshi, Assistant Superintendent 
OF Education, Ajmer-Merwara 

f249 ♦Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi : (a) Is it a fact that there 
has been considerable discontent among the Muslims m regard to educa- 
tion in Apner-Merw^ara since Mr P B JoshPs appointment as Assistant 
Superintendent of Education in 1925 ? 

(h) Is It a fact that the discontent referred to in part (a) above has 
been increasing every year since 1925 owing to the unsympathetic attitude 
of Mr Joshi towards Muslims f 

(c) Is It a fact that the lelations between the Hindus and Muslims 
111 Ajmer-Merwara have been embittered by Mr Joshi's activities m the 
Education Department ? 

(d) Is it a tact that the uns\mpathetic attitude of Mr Joshi referred 
to in part (( ) abo’ve has been expressed by means of newspaper articles, 

1 epresen tat ions and memorials to Govemment and by questions in the 
Legislature ^ 

(e) If what are stated in parts (u) to (d) are correct, what steps do 
Government propose to take agaiiiNt the said Mr P B Joshi, Aaaiaiftut 
Superintendent of Education ? 

Waste op Government Money on the Central Qirw^ School, Ajmer. 

t250. •Mr. AWhil Latif Saheb Farookhi : (a) Will governi^eiit 
please state if it is a fact that there are only 32 students in the Goyern- 
ment Central Girls’ School, Ajmer f If it is not a fact, will Govemment 
please state the to^l number of the students at present w % rom <4 tbp 
said school ? 

(b) 1$ It a fact that the said schoql has only four cl|^ and six 
teachers t 


tFor auHer to this question, angler to queition No 249 
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(r) Is jt a fact that about Ks 1,000 per month are spent in running 
the said school f 

(d) Wlial IS the annual expenditure per student in the said school ? 

(e) Is it a tact that the recurring expenditure inciuied b\ Go\ern- 
ment per student m the said school is far greatei than the expenditure per 
student incurred by Go\ernment in any other girls’ school in British 
India ? 

(/) If the reply to part (e) be in the affirmative, vhat steps do Gov- 
ernment propose to take to put a stop to the enormous waste of Go\ em- 
inent money in running the Government Central Girls’ School, Ajmer ? 

Classes in the Government Central Gilrs’ School, Ajmer 

t251 *Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi : (a) Will Go\ eminent 
please state it it is a fact that over and abo^e the four sanctioned classes 
there is in the Government Central Girls’ School, Ajmer, a coaching class 
which has not been sanctioned by competent authority ? 

(h) Is It a fact that the girls of the said coaching class are of various 
educational attainments and that they studj diverse courses " 

(c) Is It a fact that the Head Mistress of the said school has entered 
the names of the girls of the said coaching class in the attendance register of 
class V whose couise of teaching is quite different from the courses of the 
coaching class girls ? If so, are Government aw^are that the said action 
of the said Head Mistress makes the number of the students of class V 
greater than it actually is V 

(d) What action do Government propose tQ take in the matter 1 

Visits paid to certain Schools by the Assistant Superintendent of 
Education, Ajmer-Merwara 

t252 •Mr. Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi : (a) Will Government 
please state the distances of the following primary schools in Ajmer- 
Merwara from Pisangan (Ajmer-Merwara) and also then distances fiom 
one another Govindgarh, Nand, Bhagwanpura, Dantra, and Nagela\ ? 

(h) Will Government please put on the table of the House a state- 
ment concerning each of the primary schools referred to in part (a), show'- 
ing (i) the dates of the \isits jiaid to it b> Mr P B Joshi, Assistant 
Superintendent of Education, Ajmer-Merwara in 1927, 1928, and 1929, 
(u) the number of the inspection notes in the handwriting of Mr P B 
Joslii in the inspection note books of the school m 1927, 1928, and 1929, 
(ttt) the amount of travelling allowance drawn from Government by the 
said Mr 1' .loshi for each Msit to the school, together with the place 
from which and the places to which the travelling allowance was charged, 
m 1927, 1928, and 1929 ? 

Lack op English Teaching at tsb Pisangan Vernacular Secondary 

School. 

t253 *Mr Abdul Latif S&hdb Farookhi : (a) Will Government 
please state if it is a fact that the vernacular secondary school of Pisangan 

tFor au'jwer to this question, see answer to question No 246 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


515 


IE Ajmer-Merwara is older than the vernacular secondary school of 
Saradhna in Ajmer-Mjerwara ? 

(h) Is It also a fact that Mr P B Joshi the Assistant Supeniitenaeni 
of Education, Ajmer-Menvara, arranged to give the pruilege of English 
as an optional subject to the Saradhna secondary school and not to the 
Pisangan secondary school 1 

(c) Is it also a fact that Pisangan is a much moie iiopiilous toun than 
Saradhna 

(d) Is it also a tact that a police station and a Government dispen- 
sary aie also located m Pisangan, vhercas there is no police station or 
Ooverninent dispensary m Haiadhna ? 

(f) Is it also a fact that the numbei of Go^ellmlent sei\ants posted 
in Pisangan is fai greater than the number of Government servants posted 
in Saradhna ? 

(/) If the replies to the question in [larts (a) to (c) above are facts, 
why vas nor the piivilegc of English teaching given to the Pisangan school, 
befoie or along with, the Saradhna school ? 

(g) Is it a fact tliat the present Snb-Inspcctor of Police, Pisangan, has 
been comp(‘lIod to send his .son foi his education to the Saradhna \ernacu- 
lar secondary school boarding house for want of provision for English 
teaching in the secondary school, Pisangan ? 

(h) Ate Go\crnTric‘nt at\.ire that Mr 0 C Watson, then Commissioner, 
Ajmer-Mervura, made a special mention of the excessite poverty of the 
peasants of Pisangan Istimrari area in 1^122 and 192S after personal inspec- 
tion of the Pisangan locality ? 

(i) Are Go\ernment awaie that Pisangan peasants are at present un- 
able to gne their children any education in English in consequence of 
the vant of proMsion for English teaching in the Pisangan school and of 
then poverty vluch does not allow them to send their children outside for 
education 

(/) Do Governinent propose to start the teaching of English in the 
secondary school, Pisangan ^ 

Help rendered to the Istimrardar of Pisangan by Mr P B Joshi, Assist- 
ant Superintendent of Education, Atnler-Merwara 

t2o4 ♦Mr. Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi ; (a) Has the attention of 
Government been drawn to a leading article entitled Pjisangan’s memo- 
rial to the Viceroy ’’ published at pages 8 and 10 of the State's Weekly, 
A^jraer^ dated the 28th March, 1930 

' (b) Have Government made a^i inquiry into the part played by Mr 

P B Joshi, Assistant Superintendent of Education, Ajmer-Merwara, in 
helping the Istimrardar of Pisangan in hi? disputes with his tenants, 
referred to m the smd article t If so, will Government p^ase communi- 
oate-to this House the result of the inquiry ? 


tPor in)?y\vT to thin question, sre unsi^er to question No 246 
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Visits paid ro Schools by Mb P B Joshi, Assistant Superintendent 
OF Education, Aimer-Merwara 

^Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi : (a) In lesponse to ques- 
hoHs 111 tho Legislature last Session the Government stated that Mi P B 
do-'hi, Assistant Superintendent of Education, Ajraei, paid nine visits to 
Pisangiin only in 1927, 1928 and 1929, in addition to passing through 
ihsaiigan at othei times, hut that he recorded no insjiection note in the log 
hook ot the PisHiigan \einaculdr school Will Government kindly now 
stat(' tlu^ ohj(*(t oi ^Ir .Joshi ’s \isit to Pisangan at Government expense / 

(0) Is it a fact that the Pisangan school has remained without aiiv 
inspection lor the lost fi\e >eais ' 

(c) Will Go\einment kindly state how many vernacular middle 

Sv.ho{)ls have been Msitcd by the Assistant Siiiierintendent of Education in 
the last three and how many inspection notes have been leeoided by 

him on the log hooks of the schools visited by him Will Government 
kindly place on tlie tahh* \aii()us inspection notes on the log books of the 
schools \isited 1 

(d) If no inspection notes have been recorded, will Government kindly 
slate the object of such visits, stating at the same time what are the exact 
duties of the Assistant Superintendent of Education with regard to these 
schools ? 

Maladministration of the Education Department in Ajmer-Merwaba 

2r)h ’''Mr. Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi . Will Government lav on 
table all the questions and replies given by Government on the maladminis- 
tration of the Education Department in Ajmer-Merwara since 1927 ^ Will 
Government kindly state what action has been taken by them on the 
irregularities and grievances brought to their notice by such questions f 

Sir Frank Noyce As regards the fiist part of his ({uestion, I must 
letci the Ilonouiable Member to the proceedings of the Legislative 
Assembly I regret that I am unable to accede to the request made in the 
second part of his question as the collection of the information asked 
for would involve an expenditure of time and trouble which would 
hardly seem justified I may, however, inform him that Government 
have decided to appoint a whole-time Superintendent of Education for 
Ajmer-Merwara, Delhi and Central India They trust that as a result 
of this appointment, there will be an improvement in the administiation 
of educational affairs m these areas 

Results and Teachers op the Normal School, Ajmer 

t257 *Ml* Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi : (a) Will Government 
kindly state the results, with percentage, in 1927, 1928, and 1929 of thfe 
G T examination in the Normal School, Ajmer, as also m the year 1930 ? 

(/i) Will Government kindly state the results, with percentage, in 
1928 and 1929 of V. T and P. T c^tifioate examination m the Normal 
School, Ajmer, as also in the year 1930 ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Muslim Headmaster of the Normal School 
and the [Muslim Head Teacher of the Model School attached to the' Noimal 


t For answer to this question, see answer t<r qnestioir No 








School for practising have been replaced by Hindu Headmasters, and that 
all the teachers in the Normal School and the Model School, are of Arya 
Samajist tendencies ^ If so, why 1 

Strength and Communities of Employees in the Office of the Public 
Service Commission 

258 *Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Parookhi (a) Will Government 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the strength of the 
assistants, clerks and stenographers employed in the office of the Public 
St'T uce Commission , the nunibei of Hindus, Muslims, Anglo-Indians, 
Sikhs, Christians, etc , in each category on (i) the 1st April, 1929, and 
(ii) at present ? 

(b) How many vacancies occurred since 1st April 1929, in the ditfer- 
ent categories and how were they filled ? 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig (a) A statement is bod on the 
table 

(b) Three permanent vacancies have occurred in the grade of clerk 
since 1st April, 1929 Two ueie filled by Hindus and one by an Anglo- 
Indian 


OIJlcl et^tabhahnu III of 
Stir/ Oil I'^l April, 194‘) 
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1 


Abdul Latif 8aheb Parookbi . Why were not the claims of the 
Mii^ims taken into consideration at the time the vacancies oecnnred and 
the appointments were made f 

Tb# B* G. Hajg : I thmk the claims of Muslims were 

obnsiddred, but that is a matter which might be further pursued with 
the FabsHc ^rivice Oorhmission 
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Appointment of Probationary StrpERiNTENDENTS of Post Offices 

2y) *Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Parookhi : (a) Will Government 
rAeahe state if it is a fact that the selection of candidates for appointment 
as Probationary Superintendents of Post Offices is made from amongst 
those candidates vho qualify at the Indian Audit and Accounts SeiMce 
etamination held annually b\ the Public Ser-vice (commission ? 

(h) It the answer to ])art ia) be in the affirmatne, will Government 
be })leaHed to state the iinnciple^ according to wliuh the selection is 
made ^ 

(c) Is it a tact that on many occasions in the past, candidates who 
weie down below in the list of rhc examination were selected for appoint- 
ment as Probationary Superintendent of Post Offices in preference to the 
(andidates who figuied high in the list? If so, wull Government be 
pleased to state tiie reasons in each case ? 

(d) Did Go\eiiiment e\ei consider the desirability ot giving over 
Ihe 'vvork of recruitment for this service to the Public Ser\ice Commi'>';ion 
and if so what decision was arrived at V Was the Public Service Commis- 
sion consulted on the subject and wdiat were its views ? 

(c) Ilow many candidates w^ere selected for appointment as Proba- 
tionaiy Superintendent of Post Offices during the last three years, and 
how many IMuslim candidates were s^dectcd each year 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore . (a) Yes Recruitment foi va- 
cancies in any official year is made from among the candidates vvho had 
appeared and qualified at the examination held in the preceding \ ear 

(b) The present method of recruitment was introduced trom the 1st 
January, 1929 Recruitment in accordance with it commenced from the 
examination held in Deremb#^r, 1928, and a selection of the (andidates 
who were consideied most suitable was made from those who had appear 
ed and qualified at that examination It was decided in December, 1929, 
that in future the selection of recruits both from the majority and 
minoiity communities should be made in the order in wdiicli the candi- 
dates are placed m the list published bv the Public Service Commission 
showing the lesult of the Indian Audit and Accounts Service Examina- 
tion, a limited prelereiice being gn en to sons and relatives of (‘Uiplovees 
or ex-employees of the Posts and Telegraphs Department 

(c) The fact is not as stated Seeing that the sy^stem was only intro- 
duced m 1929, there could not have been more than two periods of 
selection Of the candidates who appeared at the examination held in 
December, 1928, five were selecteci in 1929 One Hindu who was select- 
ed was first amongst those who had qualified but did not succeed in get- 
ting into the Indian Audit and Accounts Service The Muhammadan 
who stood first amongst the Muhammadan candidates was also selected 
The other three candidates did not stand high on the list but two of 
them were selected because they were the sons Of employees of the 
Department and a third, a Muhanimadan w^as selected In order to adjust 
communal inequalities 

(d) Yes It was decided, m consultation* with Public Service 'Com- 
mission, that the system described in my replies to parts (g) and (b) should 
be introduced experimentally, the question whether the recruitment 
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should subsequently be entrusted wholly to the Commission being re- 
served for further examination later on. 

(e) 15 Six of these were Muslims, two having been selected in 1927- 
28, one in 1928-29 and three in 1929-30 

Reckoning of Delhi Camp Allowance as Part of Emollments fob 
Recovery of Rent 

260 ♦Mr. Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi : (a) Will Government 
please state if it is a fact that the Delhi Camp Allowance admissible to 
incumbents in the Attached Offices is not reckoned for the purpose of 
making allotment of clerks’ quarters in New and Old Delhi but is con- 
sidered as part of emoluments for the purpose of recovery of rents t 

{h) Was this anomaly ever brought to the notice of Government bj 
tne Attached and Subordinate Offices Association ? If so, what decision 
was made by the Go\ernment ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Delhi Camp Allowance is a compensatory 
allowance and is free from income-tax and other charges * 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : (a) Yes 

(h) The matter was bi ought to the notice of the Government of India 
on a representation from certain clerks of the office of the Director 
General, Indian Medical Service, which was rejected 

(c) Yes 

Numbers of Muslims and non-Muslims in the Lady Hardinge Medical 
College and Hospital, New Delhi 

261 ♦Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi • (1) Will Government 
piease put on the table ot the House a statement showing (a) the number 
ot ^Muslim students, (h) the number of non-Muslim students in (i) the 
medical classes, (ii) the F 8c classes, of the Lady Ilardmge Medical 
College, New Delhi ? 

(2) Will Government please state (u) the total number of Muslim 
siudents, (h) the total numbei ot non-Muslim students of the Lad> 
Ilaidinge Medical College, New Delhi, who have been successful in obtain 
ing the M B B 8 degree since the College was established ? 

(3) Will Government please state the number of (u) the Muslim, 
{t j the non*Muslim, members of the staff (including clerks) of the Lauy 
Hardinge Medical College and Hospital, New Delhi ? 

(4) Will Government please state the total amounpof money paid m 
aiaries to (a) Muslim, (b) non-Muslim, members of the staffs (including 

clerks and menial servants) of the Lady Hardinge Medical College and 
Hospital, New Delhi, in 1929-30 

(5) What is the total number of (/) Musliijis, (ti) non-Muslims 
employed as menial servants m the Lady Hardinge Medical College and 
Hospital, New Delhi ? 

Sir Frank Noyce : With >our permission, Sir, I shall ansv^er ques- 
tions Nos 261 to 264 together and to the same effect as questions Nos 209 
to 211" which I have already answered I regret that I cannot at tlie 
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moment supi)l\ the information asked for, but it is being collected and 
wil] be siipj)lied to the Honourable Member later When the informa- 
tion IS available, Government mW consider what action, if any, is 
necessary 

Appointment of Muslims to the Lady Hardinge Medical College and 
Hospital, New Delhi 

1262 *Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi • (a) Is it a fact that 
theie has ne-ver been a IMuslim on the teaching? staff ot the Lady Hardinge 
Medical College, New Delhi 1 

(b) Is it a fact that the proportion ot the Muslim students of lue 
Ijady Hardinge Medical College to the total number of the students ot 
tlie said College is exceedingly below what it should be on the population 

bd*ilS ? 

(c) Is It a tact that almost all the scholarships from the College oi 
D'lfferin Funds arc gi\en to the non-Muslim students of the said College 
,t(id that vith a tev exceptions Muslim students of the said College are 
oioseeuting their studies without scholarships from the said funds ? 

{(1) Ts it a fact that e\en on the menial staff of the said College and 
its Hospital the propoition of Muslim employees to the total luimber ot 
eiuj)l(\\ees is much below vhat it should be on the population basis ? 

(e) Do (ro\eriim<nt piop<'s(‘ t) reset\<‘ .i.i adf^qiiate number of seat 
aid an aihijuate mnibi'i (^i sc li^il m ships Mu'-liin students in the said 
College 1 

(/) Are Go\einmcnf pieparc'd to appoint non-l\ruslims to any vacan- 
cies that ma\ occur in the said College and Hospital only when suitable 
Muslims have obtained adequate represtentation on the staffs of the said 
College and Hospital (including clerks and menial servants) ? 

DlSCOURAGFMENr l)F MuSLIM STUDENTS AT I HE LaDY HaRDINGE MeDICAL 
College, New Delhi 

1203 Abdul Sabeb Farookhi ; (a) Is it a fact that 

tour Muslim students were admitted to the 1st year Science class and one 
Muslim student to the medical class of the Lady Hardinge Medical 
College, New Delhi, in 1929 ? If so, what percentage of the total number 
of students admitted to the said College m the said year did those Muslim 
students form ? 

(h) Is it a fact that none of the Muslim students referred to in part 
((/) was given a scholarship ftom College or Duffenh Fund ’ If so, 
\\h\ ^ 

(< ) Is it a fact that oneDf the Mu^m students referred to m part (a) 
was discharged from the College on the ground of ill-health ? If so, is it 
a fact that the said student was m good health when she was admitted to 
the said College, but had her health impaired during her stay in the 
College ? 


t For answer to thia question, see answer to question No 261 
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{4) Is it a fact that two of the Muslim students referred to in (a) 
were discharged from the said College after one academic year’s stay at 
the College on the ground that the\ were intellectually too weak to i-i’o 
seeiite their studies ? If so, w hy did not the Principal satisfy herself with 
regal d to the ability of the said two students at tlie time of their admission, 
or discharge them early in the said academic year ? 

(f) Is it a fact that no non-Mnshm student of the said College wa** 
discharged at the end of the said academic year on the ground of intellec 
inal weakness ? 

(/) Is it a fact that one of tlie Muslim students referred to in part 

(a) was detained in the 1st year F Se class ? If so, is it a fact that the 
said student had regularly attended the College lessons ^ 

(g) If what are sfated iii jiarts (a) to (/) above are facts, w'hat step-i 
do Govermnent piojiose to lake in the matter 

Ill-health of K Fatima, a Muslim Girl Studeni' a'i the Lady Hardinge 
Medical College, New' Delhi 

1 204 ^Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi (a) Will Go\ eminent 
please stale if it is a fact that a Muslim girl, K Fatima, admitted to the 
1st \ ear Kciem e Class of the Lach Il.irdmge Medical C'olh^ge, Neve Delhi, 
in 1924 was tniind to be plnsiealh and intelleetiiady fit for the College 
coulee 1 j} the Principal, who personalh tested her in all respects at tlm 
tim“ oi her admission ^ 

(b) Is It d fact that tie Ihincijial compelled K Fatima to be en- 
gaged till late hours, in the prepaiation for a number of dramatic per- 
formances 

(c) Is It a fact that inspite ot being ill, K Fatima was ordered by 
the ''Ud College authorities to sit for the College examination held jast 
before the spring holidays of 1940, and the strain of the examinaGon 

her illness, compelling her to give up participation in the 
exainuiation before its completion ? 

{(I) Is it a tact that the said K Fatima fell ill again in A[)ril, 1930, 
and her illness assumed the form ot piotracted and serious ill-healtli, pre- 
venting her from participation in tin annual examination held in Ma>, 
1930 1 

(e) Is It a fact that at least one major surgical operation and a 
number of minor surgical operations vveie performed on the said K Fatima 
in 1930 ? If so, did the Principal obtain me guardian’s permission regard- 
ing the operations or inform Turn of them ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the Principal nev^er sent a health report of 
K Fatima to her guardian ? 

(g) Is it a fact that the pMucipal never attended to K Fatima during 
her illness ^xeetst on the beeftsion of. her disehaTge from the hospital in 
June, 1930 ? 

(^) Is^it a fact that K Fatima was dischaf^ed from the hospital of 
the Lady Hardinge Medical College in June, 1930, before recovery ? 


t For answer to this question, see answer to question No 261 
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(0 11 ^\bat aie stated m parts (a) to (h) above are facts, do Gov 
eminent propose to take any action against the authorities responsible ? 

System op Audit in Clothing Factories in Shahjahanpur and Madras 

265 ’•Mr Abdul Latif Baheb Farookhi : Will Government be pleased 
to state 

(t) when the permanent establishments ot the two Branches of 
the Military Accounts Department attached to each of the 
Clothing Factories in Shahiahanpiir and Madras came into 
existence , 

(ti) what was the object of Government m creating these 
Militaiy Accounts Blanches and attaching them to the 
Clothing Factories , 

{III) wliiit ^^stem ot audit did it leplace in the Clothing Factories 
during the pre-war days , 

{IV ) what IS the total cost of each of these establishments for the 
vears 1928-29 showing in detail as beViw 

Salaries Distribution 

No paid to of work to 

each each 


(cr) Officers 
(5) Accountants 
(c) Clerks, etc 

(a) what Is the total cost of the establisliments of the two Cloth- 
ing Factories at /Shahjahanpur and Madras, showing sepa- 
rately and in detail as shown m (iv) above, for 1928-29 , 

(vt) if the expenditure incurred by maintaining the aforesaid two 
^Iilitary Accounts Branches, is charged to these two Cloth- 
ing Factories , 

{vii) besides this audit, if there are othei peiiodical audits on tne 
Clothing Factories , 

(im) it so, how many such audits take place in a year , 

(tx) it it is a fact, that besides these two kinds of separate audits, 
there is also a “ Commercial Audit ** , 

(x) if so, what are the total “ Travelling Allowances incurred 
foi such periodical and commercial audits in the 
year 1928-29 , 

(j:i) whethei the expenditure involved in the above two audits, 
namely, ‘ periodical ^ ^nd ‘ commercial audits is a Isa 
charged to the two Clothing Factories , and 

(xit) whethei Government are prepared to consider a less expen- 
se e system of auditing with a view^ to reducing thereby the 
cost ot production pertaining to the manufacture of military 
uniforms 1 
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The Honourable Sir Oeorge Schuster : (t) Prom the 1st April, 1922 

(u) The object was to speed up the preparation of accounts and to 
ailord to the Superintendents of the Factories advice on the spot on 
accounts and audit matters 

(in) The new system replaced a centralised audit conducted in the 
Controller’s mam office 

(tv) The information is bein^' collected and will be fuinished to the 
Honouiable Member as soon as possible 

(v) A statement giving the required information is placed on the 
table 

(vt) The reply is in the affirmative 

(vit) and (vm) Apart fiom test audit by the Commercial Audit 
Blanch, to which I shall refer again later, there is no other periodical 
audit Formeily, a periodical local audit was conducted bv the Con- 
troller of Army Pactorv Accounts, but this was discontinued m August, 
1929 

(tx) An annual test audit on behalf of the Auditor General is con- 
ducted by the staff of the Director of Commercial Audit, but only after 
one audit by the Military Accounts Department 

(5c) The expendituie on tra\elling allowance incurred by the Commer- 
cial Audit Branch during 1928-29 amounted to Rs 1,300 As regards 
similar expendituie incuned by the Military Accounts Department, 
the mfoimation is not immediatel\ available , it will be furnished to 
the Honourable Member as soon as possible 

(j;t) The reply is in the negative As already stated, the “ periodi- 
cal ” audit has been discontinued 

(xti) For the reasons aliead> stated, it is considered essential tor the 
economical administration of the Factories to maintain an accounting 
system on the present lines If would, in the opinion of Go\ernment, 
be definiteh inadMsable to re\<*i( to the p»e-wai procedure 


L8C?PB(LA) 
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Total 1,94,382 79,756 * 
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Transit Charges on Material despatched to the Shahjahanpdr 
Clothing Factory. 

266 Abdul Latlf Saheb Farookhi : {a) Will Government 
be pleased to state why the whole supply of khakt f^arments cannot be 
entirely made up in the Clothings Factory at Madras instead of at the 
Shahjahanpur Factory with a view to save expenditure of transit charges 
to the State ^ Is it a fact that the material for khaki garments, which 
form the bulk in the manufacture of military uniforms, is drawui from 
Messrs Binny & Co ’s Mills at Madras ? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to furnish a statement of transit 
charges incurred by Government each year from 1925 to 1929 by despatch- 
ing materials from Messrs Binuy & Co ’s Mills at Madras to the Shah- 
jahanpur Factory, for the purfiose of making up khaki gannents for the 
army , 

[C) Is it a fact that some correspondence on the working of the 
Shaiijahanpur Factory passed between the D 0 F & M , Simla and 
Colonel Jenkins, who has a knowledge of the \vorking of both the Factories 
at Shahjahanpuj and ^Madras oi w<is any report sulimitted bv Colonel 
Jenkins on the administiation ot the Shahjahanpur Factory / Will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to \<[} on the tcihle th(‘ eunplete coriespoiuhuice on the 
subject and the Admmistiation Beport leferred to abo\e ? 

Mr G M Young * (a) The first part of the question was answer- 
ed in my letter No ^O-Y , dated the 16th June, wdiieh I sent to the 
Honourable Member in continuation of reply to his questions Nos 

170 to 172 and 204 asked on the 29th January and 4th Febiuaiy, 1930 
A copy ot the letter has been plated in the Library The answer to the 
second part is in the affirmatue 

Expenditure incurred on despatching cloth from Madras is laigcly 
couiiterljalaneed by savings etfecttsl m distributing clothing from Shah- 
jahanpiir. 

(b) Appioxxmatel> Hs 500 was s^ient on this account m 192), Rs 
1,500 m 1926, Rs 8,500 in 1927, Rs 3,000 m 1928 and Ks 3,000 in 1929 

(c) I have not been able to ti.ni' the correspondence icteired to by 
the Honourable Member Administration Rejiorts submitted annually 
by factories are confidential docnmiMits and are not compiled tor publi- 
cation 

Exaction of Money from his Tewms hy the Istimr\rimr of Pisangan 

267 *Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi . (a) Will Goveinment 

please state if it is a fact that, in a petition, dated the 17th August, 1929, to 
the Commissioner, Ajmer-iMerwara, the public of Pisangan complained that 
the Istimrardar of Pisangan had exacted about Us 2,000 or lls 2 500 fiom 
the public of Pisangan in about two \ears by confining their cattle m his 
private cattle-pound 1 

(b) Is it a fact that in the petition referred to m (a) above, it was 
al'io complained that the Istimrardar of Pisangan in Ajmcr-Meiwara lias 
been exacting mbney from his tenants by tying them to the rear-legs of 
horses and by pressing their heads under heavy stones, after, and m ^ite 

J>2 
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of, the <iomproT:nise, dated the 14th July, 1923, with the tenants, si^ed by 
the roramissioner, Ajmer-Merwara 1 

(c) Did Government make an inquiry into the compliunts referred to 
in parts [u) and (h) abo\e If so, will Government please state 

(t'^ who conducted the inquiry and when , 

(li) were the com]ildininjr tenants oi their representatives allowed 
to make statements and pj^oduce witneases before the enquir- 
ing officei , 

(ui) was the Istimraidar or his lepresentative allowed to make state- 
ments and produce witnesses before the enquuing officer , 

(iv) was the inquiry held in the presence of both the parties , if 
, not, whv not , 

n • was the enquii\ public or in camera , if in caineia, wffi> so , 
and 

, {v^] will Government please put on the table of the house the report 

of the enquiring officer and the statements of the wutnesses 
and the parties ? 

Sir Prank Noyce : With your permission, Sir, I shall reply to ques- 
tions Nos 267 to 275 together Government have no information at 
present in regard to anj^ of the matters mentioned m them wuth the 
exception of question 272 (e), the answ^er to which is in the affirmative 
Inquiries are being made in regard to question No 270 and a report has 
been called for from the local authorities on all these questions Tlie in- 
formation will be furnished to the Honourable Member when it is re- 
ceued Government will also then considei what furthci action, if 
anv, should be taken 

Complaints against the Istimrardar of Pisangan 

1208 *Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi . (a) Will Gosemment 
ph‘ase state il it is a fact th<it the inei chants and peasants of the Pisangan 
Tstimiaii aiea in Ajmer-JMmvaia submitted a nunibci of petitions to the 
lax'al (lOMunnient official of Ajiiu'i Alei w ara complaining against the 
toieihlc* Temo’'al of then stones bv the Istimraidai of Pisangan the un- 
anthonsed eoufinement of then cattle in the Istimiaidai \ pmate cattle- 
pound, aiu) other unw an tinted actions of the Isfimrardar of Pisangan ? 

ib) 11 ^o, what action did Goveinment take on the petitions 1 

Complaints againsi the Istimraroar of Pisangan 

t2h9 ■*Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi : Will Go\ernment 
please place on Ihe table of the House copies of the following petitions against 
tlie Istimiardar of Pisangan in Ajmer-Merwara regarding his realising 
inonev for permission to repair houses his removal of stones and other 
mateiials from the tenants’ buildings, his exaction of iJioue> by keeping 
the tenants’ cattle in confinement, tHe abnormally high rates "of land rent, 
and such other practices of him ♦ (i) the petition, dated the 17th August, 
1929, submitted by the public of Pisangan to the Commissioner, Ajiiier- 
M erwara, (u) the petition, da ted the 19th October, 1929, submitted by the 

fFor jui8\M>r to this question, $€C answer to question No 267 
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public of Mauza Pisangan to the Collector, Ajmer-Merwan, 'iii) the peti- 
tions submitted to the Assistant Commissioner, Ajmer-Merwara, in Decem- 
ber, 1929, by the Gujars of Pagara the Kumhars of Pisangan, the Jats 
of Rampura, the Jats of Nand and Hamvatpura, and the Gujars of Bakhta- 
warpur and Barsuri ? 

Complaints against the Istimrardar of Pisangan 

+270 ♦Mr. Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi . (a) Will Government 
please state if it is a fact that a reply paid telegram complaining against the 
Istimrardar of Pisangan (Ajmer-Menvara) wag wired by Cliandn, culti- 
vator of Pisangan, to His Excellency the Viceroy on the 7th March, 1930 T 

(b) Was any repl}^ given by Government to tlie telegiam referred to 
in part [a i If so, what and when ■ If not, why not ? 

(c) In case no rep’y was given to the telegram refeiied to in part (a), 
how was the paid telegiam foim for leplv utilised ? 

Visit of the Assistant Commissioner of Ajmer-Merwara to Pisangan 

+271 ♦Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi (a) Will Go\ernment 
please state if it is a fact that on the 17t}i March, 1930, Captain Galbraith, 
Assistant Commissioner, A.imer-Mei wai a, visited Pisangan to settle the 
disputes between the Tstinirardai ot Pisangan and the peasants after the 
submission of the peas.uits’ iminoind dated the 6th Marcli, 1930, to His 
Excellency the Vieeioy 

(b) Is it a fact that the said Assistant Commissioner left Pisangan 
for Ajmer on the moiiiing ot tlu' IHth Maieh, 19. U), without Imving any 
coinersation witli the peasants ? 

(e) Is It a tact that the said Assistant Commissioner sjierit the 17th 
of ^lareh, 1930 m hunting along witii the Istimraidai of Pisangan ! 

{d) lo it a fact that nothing was done as regaids the settlement dis- 
putes mentioned in part (a) hv the Assistant Commissioner fiom Ins ni rival 
in Pisangau on tiie 17th March, 1910, till his return to Ajmei on tlie 18th 
March '* 

(e) What was the amount ot the travelling allowance drawn by the 
Assistant CJommissioner for the lournev to and from Pisangan leferied to 
in part (d) ? 

Visit of the Assistant Commissioner of Ajmer-Merwara to Pisangan 

t272 *Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi : (a) Will Goveinmeut 
please state if it is a fact that Captain Galbraith, Assistant Commissioner, 
Ajmer-Merwara, paid a second visit to Pisangan to settle the disputes 
between the peasants and the Istimiardar after his return to Ajmer on the 
18th March, 1930 f 

(h) Is it a fact that the said Assistant Commissioner did not succeed 
in persuading the peasants to accept his award ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the said Assistant Coramissiouer threatened the 
peasants t 

tFor to tbiB queiitioii, see answer to queetion No 267 
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{d) Ik It a fact that after tlie Aaaistant Commissioner’s failure to 
persuade tlie peasants to accept his award, confideiitial orders were driven 
to the police to help the Istunrardar against the peasants of Pisangan ? 

( 0 ) Is it a fact that Captain Galbraith, permanent Assistant Commis- 
sioner, has been officiating as Commissioner, Ajmer-Merwara, since May, 
1930 ? 


Complaints against the Istimrardar of Pisangan 

^271 ^Mr. Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi : (a) Is it a fact that 
in 1929 one Chanda, cultivator of Pisangan, Ajmer-Merwara, wired to the 
Comm'ssioner, A imei-Meiwara, tliat one hundred and iif^y tenants wei*e 
kept in illegal eonfineint'iit by Chandmal, Kamdar of the Rajah of Pisangan, 
an T^MimaMlar of Ajinei-M(‘i\\aia ^ 

(h) Is It a fact that a telegram containing the same complaint as is 
stated in part ( 0 ), A^as sent to the Honourable the Chief Commissioner 
Ajniei -^reM\ ara / 

(c) Is it a fact that aftei the telegiams refeired to in parts (a) and 
(/i 1 , a petition containing the same complaint as is stated m paits {a) and 
(6), vas dnl^ submitted to the Assistant Commissioner, Ajmer-Merwura ? 

(d) Is it a fact that no leplv was communicated by the Comnussionei, 
Assistant Commissioner, 01 the Honourable the Chief Commissioner to the 
complainant ^ 

(e) W<is an inqiiii^ math' into the petition referred to in part (c) ? 
If so bj whom ,iiid witii v iiat i‘‘sult 7 

Complaints against the Istimrardar of Pisangan 

1274 *Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi • (u) Ts it a fact that 
on the 1st April, 1920, Glieesa and other peasants of Pagara (Pisangan, 
Ajrnei ) ()ic^ciited thenisehes at the police station Pisanga'i to lodge a 
report that tin sei\ants of the Istimraidar of Pisangan and the Govern- 
ment gjid<iwai of the circle took aw^ay giam and wheat-eai'> from their 
fields III tlu'ji ibseiicc and without their pelml^slon and let loose their oxen 
and hoises to leed on the standing crops of the said peasants ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the said report was not enteied by the po'ice ? 

(r) T^ it mKo a fact tint tlie sub-inspector of the Pisangan police 
st«jtion abused and kicked Gheesa for his insistence on the entrv of the 
report ^ , 

fd) Is it a fact that on the 2nd April, 1930, tlie report refeired to m 
part ((f), was sent bj post under an acknowledgment due registeied cover 
to the sub-ins] lector of the Pisangan police station ? It so, will Govern- 
ment be pleased tn put a copy of the said report on the table of the House ? 

(e) it the reph to the first parj: of the question in part (d) be m the 
aftimatu'' will Go^ernment please state whether any action was taken 
on the leport ? H so, what f If not, why not ? 

if) Is it a fact that after the report referred to in part (d), the Sub- 
Inspector in cliarge of the police station Pisangan challaned more than 


+ For answer to this questioa, answer to question No 267 
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half-a-dozen inhabitants of Pisanfi^an under section 84 of the Indian Penal 
Code in the Court of the Honorary Magistrate, Pmangan^ on the 3rd Aprth 
1930 1 If so, IS it a fact that the Istimrardar of Pisangan is the Honorary 
Magistrate of Pisangan ? ^ 

(g) Is it a fact that the inhabitants referred to in part (/) were sig^ 
iiatories to the memorial against the Tstmuardar of Pisangan and Mr P. B* 
J(»sin, the Assistant iSupeiintendent of Education, Ajmor-^Ierwaray sub- 
mitted to Hjs Excellency the Vieeio> on the 6ih March, 1930 ? If so, 
why WcS the case against them tried b> the said Istunrardar ? 

(h) Is it also a taet that the Pisangan inhabitants referred to in 
part (/'I, helped CJieesa and others (who were illiterate) in prepaung the 
report leferred to in part (d) ® 

Complaints against the Istimrardar of Pisangan 

t275 *Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Parookhi : (a) Are Government aware 
that the seivants of the Istimrardar of Pisangan m Ajmer-Merwara for- 
cibly took avay 20 seers of corn from the wife of Chautha Patel of 
Pisangan, who was taking the corn tioni hei barn to her home for domestic 
consumption on the 12th April, 19 JO * 

(b) Is it also a fact that the Government police of Pisangan helped 
the Istimrardar of Pisangan in the forcible seizure of com referred to in 
part (a) above ? 

(e) It so, what action do Government ])ropose to take in the matter t 
NON-ACOEFfANCE OF A TeLEGRAM OF CoMPLAINT AGAINST THE ISTlMRARDAR 

OF Pisangan 

276 *Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi ; (a) WiU Government please 
jiiqnne and slate v\liether it is a fact that Daj'al Kumhar of Pisangan in 
Ajmer-Mervs ara lequested Misiilal, Station Master, Mangliavvas, Bombay, 
Baroda and Central India Rallv^ay, metre gauge, on the 22nd April, 1930, 
to v\ire, on behalf of the public oi Pisangan, telegram to llis Excellency 
the Viceroy, to the Honourable the Chief Commissioner, Aimer-Merwaia, 
and to the Commissiouei Aimer-Mei wara, complaining against the Istim- 
rardai of Pisangan and Go\e)nnnnt po’ice stationed in Pisangan ? 

(h) Is it also a fact that the Station Master referred to in (a) refused 
in venting, to accept and transmit the telegrams on the ground that the 
said telegrams must be signed by at least 20 persons ? If so, will Gov'em- 
menfr please state whether it is a lule of Government or of the Bombay, 
Baroda and Central India Railway that a telegram on behalf of the public 
must be signed by at least 20 persons ^ 

(c) Is It also a fact that the telegrams, signed by the said Dayal 
Kumhar and 22 other inhabitants of Pisangan, was again presented to the 
said Station Master for despatch bill was again not accepted by the Station 
Master f 

(4) it also a fact that the telegrams ref^red to in (c) had to 
be dinaichod from the Ajmer telegraph office on the same date (the 22nd 
of April, 1930) t 

tFor answei to this question, see answer to question No 267, 
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(e) If what are stated in parts to (d) above are facts, are Gov- 
ernment prepared to instruct the Bombay, Baroda and Central India 
Railway administration to take action against the station master referred 
to t 

Bfr A A L. Parsons : I am obtaining information regarding this 
matter from the Agent of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Rail- 
way and on heanng from him I will communicate with the Honourable 
Member 


Complaints against the Istimrardar op Pisangan 

277 *Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Parookhi : (a) Is it a fact that 
on the 22nd -April, Dayal and 22 other peasants of Pisangan Istim- 

ran aiea in Ajmer-Mervara wired to II is Excellency the Viceroy, to the 
Honourable the CJiief Commissioner, Ajmer-Merwara, and to the Commis- 
sioner, Ajmer-Mei wara, that Rajah Sahib, Pisangan, Aimer District, 
confines public, lobs giain property, no action by police Solicit Mercv ” ^ 

(6) If the replv to the question in pait (a) be in the affirmative, will 
Government please state if any action was taken by Government on the 
Pisangan peasants’ telegrams ? If so, what ^ If not, why not ? 

Bir Prank Noyce : A telegram from the persons named was re- 
ceived by Ills Excellency on the date mentioned, and was forwarded 
to the Honourable the Chief Commissionei, A)mer-Merwara, for local 
investigation 

Complaints against the Istimrardar of Pisangan 

27tS *Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Parookhi . (a) Is it a fact that 
tlie peasants ot l-’isangan ( Ajmei -Merwara ) submitted a second memorial 
dated th(‘ 1st ^lav P)‘K), to Ills E\cellonc> the Viceioy complaining against 
the Istimrardar of Pisangan, Mr P B Joshifthi^ Assistant Superintendent 
of Education, and the Government Officials at the spot 

{/)) Is it cl fact that a copv of the memoiial mentioned aboie was sub- 
mitted to the Honourable the Chief Commissionei, Ajmer-Mei wara 

(c) Will Gmernment please put on the table of the House a copv of 
the memoiial mentioned in part (a) above ? 

Sir Frank Noyce . (a) Yes 

(b) So far as the Government of India aie aware, this fact is as 
stated 

(r) Government will consider this question when the report which 
they have called for from the Chief Commissioner has been received 

Extortion of Arbitrary Cesses from Tenants by the Istimrardar of 

Pisangan 

279 *Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Parookhi : (a) Is it a fact that 
on the 29th October, 1929, the Honourable the Judicial Commissioner, 
Ajmer-Menvara, in his jnd^ent of the civil Second Appeal, No 56 of 1928, 
pronounced, in regard to the cesses imposed on the tenants, that ** I think 
the learned additional District Judge was perfectly correct m his statement 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


531 


that tho levy of thesi* cesses was \ery arbitrary and out-oMate and 
cannot be continued. Times have changed very, very much since the 
Recoids of Rights was sanctioned in 1874 It is true that there has been 
a certain number of decrees for the levy of Kholri, but these to my mind 
are now an anachronism 

{h] Ts R also a fact that the attention of the Local Government was 
drawn to the judgment referred to in part (a) in a leading article 
entitled ‘ Ibsangan’s Memorial to the Viceroy ’ at pages 8 and 10 of tha 
Staf€\ Weekly, Ajmer, dated the 28th March, 1930 t 

(e) Ts it a fact that the Istimrardar of Pisangan compels his tenants 
to pay the cesses pronounced as arbitrary and out-of-date by the Honourable 
the Judicial Commissioner, Ajraer-Merwara, in the judgment reteired 
to 111 part {a) I 

(d) Is it also a fact that the Local Government officials assist the Istim- 
raidai of Pj-'ungan in extorting from the tenants the e(jsses leferred to in 
pail \V) ’ 

(e) If what are stated in parts (a) to (d) abo\e are facts, what action 
do Government propose to take against the Tstimrardai of Pisangan and 
the officials rel cried to in ])art (d) t 

Sir Frank Noyce • With vour pcunnission, 8ii, I shall also ans\ver 
questions Nos 279 — 281 togethei Go\ eminent have no information on any 
of the matters referred to in them, hut they have called for a report and 
when it IS received will supply the Honourable Member with the infor- 
mation foi which he has askiol Idiey will also then consider wffiat 
further action, if any, should lie taken 

Land Rent Demanded by the Istimrardar of Pisangan 

1280 ♦Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi * (a) Is it a fact that 
the Khalsa cikIgs of Nagelau, Kalesara, Rampura, Lahsua, and Nand in 
jrncr-^Mcr ward, where the tifotwnyi system exists, are in the neighbour- 
hood of the Pisangan Istimrari area ’ 

(b) Will Government please put on the table of the House a state- 
ment shov mg the maximum rate of land-rent per bigha and the minimum 
rate of land-rent per bigha for (?) Baiaiii lands, (n) Chain lands, (tii) 
Abi lands, and {iv) Talahi lands, in each of the Khalsa circles named in 
part ((/) t 

(o') Will Government please inipiirc and state what maximum rate of 
land-rent im 31 bigha and minimum lale of land-rent per bigha for (♦) 
Barani lands, (n) Chahi lands, (???) Ahi lauds, and(»?;) Talabi lands does 
the Istimiaidar of Pisangan demand Irom his tenants f 

Complaints against the Istimrardar of Pisangan 

t281 *Mr, Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi ; (a) Is it a fact that 
there have Deen bitter disputes of long standing between the Istimrardar 
of Pisangan in Ajmer-Merwara and the Pisangan peasants and mer- 
chants t 


tFor ansiser to thi« question, sef answer to question No 279 
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(h) in It a fact that the Istimrardar of pLsangan is the Honorary 
Magistrate and Munsif in his Istimrari area ? 

(r) Is it a fact that lots of applications by the peasants and mer- 
chants of the Pisangan Istimran area complaining against the lionoiary 
Mi^istrate and Munsif referred to in part (h) have been continuously sub- 
mitted to the Commissioner, Apner-Merwara ^ 

(d) Is it a fact that so far the said Commissioner has not taken any 
action concerning the unanimous complaints referred to m part (c) ? If 
so, why •’ 

(e) Will Government please put on the table of the House copies of 
two applications dated uth November, 1928, and 10th October, 1929, sub- 
mitted to the Commissionei, Ajnier-Merwara, by hundreds ot fanner^ and 
merchants of Pisangan Istimran area and containing complaints of many 
kinds against tlie ])i(‘sont iionorai} Magistrate and Munsif oi i^isangan ? 


Fees charged in the Couri df the Honorary Munsif of Pisangan 

282 •Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi C/) Is it a tact that 
for comparing Khatabahi a fee of two ru^iees in cash on a claim of lupees 
bundled is dunged m the court of the Ilonoraiy Munsif of Pisangan m 
Ajmer-Mei waici whereas in Ajrner civil courts .i fee ot only two annas 
on a claim of aii\ amount is chaiged foi companng Khatabahi ? 

(b) Is it a fact that unlike the custom in the Ajmer civil coint^, the 
fee foi lomiifinng Khatabahi realised by the court of the Honorary Mun- 
sif, Pisangan is not included in the plaintiff’s cost ^ 

(r) Will (h)V(*rnment please state how the amount of mone> realised 
as fees for comparing Khatabahi by the llonorarv Munsif, Pisangan, is 
disposed off 

Mr E. B Howell With rour permission. Sir, I jiropose to answer 
questions Nos 282, 284, 285 288, 287, 288 and 289 together The in- 
formation IS being collected and wull be communicated to the Honour- 
able Member in due course 


Fire in the Bomb\y, Baud da and Central India Ra.ilwa\ Carriage 

Shop, Ajmer 

283 ♦Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi : (a) Is it a fact that 
a fire broke out in 1930 in the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway 
Carnage Shop, Ajmer, causing a damage of several lakhs of rupees 

ib) Is It cilso a fact that the police ha\e been unable as yet to trace 
out an\ tulpnts m connection with the^ fire referred to m part (a) t 

Mr A A L Parsons : (a) and <?>). Inquiries are being made 
from the Railway Administration and the Honourable 
Noon Member will be furnished with the information m due 


course 
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Murder of a Woman in Ajmer 

f284 AMnl X<atif Saheb Farookhi : (a) Has the attention of 

Government been drawn to an article entitled “ Ajmer poltce k% Nadir- 
shaht published at page 6 of the Rajai^than Sandesh, Ajmer, dated the 
30th June, 1929 ^ 

(h) If the reply to the (piestion m pai*t (a) be in the affirmative, wiU 
Government please slate whether thev have inquired into the allegations 
made in that article regarding tlie earrving awav of sojourners from the 
Ajnier dham.salas by the police with a view to extoit money from them ? 
If so, will Government please communicate to the House the result of the 
inquirv 

(c) Is n <i lact that one IMusammat Samwa, wufe of Uupchnml a 
pilgrim to Pushkar, sojourning in Ajmer, was earned awav by policemen 
from an Ajiiiei Dhaimsala to Aghori Karamnath’s abode, vvheie she v\as 
murdered after the publication of the article refeiied to in part {(t^ ? 

Allegations AGAI^ST the Ajmer Police 

f2Hr) ^Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi . {a) Has the attention of 
Government been diav\n to an editoiial note entitled “ Ajmn hi poluc 
pubiishen at luige 4 of the Rajasthan Sandesh Ajmer, dated the IJth 
July, 1929 ^ 

(b) It so have Government inquired into the allegations against the 
Ajmer police made in the said article t If not, why not ? 

Murder oi a Woman in Ajmer 

f286 *Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi ; (a) Has the attention of 
Government been drawn to an article, entitled “ Ajmei men mann^h 
hhakbJn Sadhu ”, published at page b of the Raja'ilhan Sandesh, Ajmer, 
dated the 14th July, 1929 ? 

(6) Is It a fact that during ^Ii Gibson \s tenure of office as Com- 
TUissioner, Ajmer-Merwara one Musammat Samwa, wife of Hupthand, a 
pilgrim to Pushkar, was miiideied in Ajmer ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the wife and husband referred to m part (b) 
w’ert staying in a Dharmsala, from which they were led by policemen to 
the abode of a Sadhu who was sub>equently conv icted and punished for 
murdei ? 

(d) Is it a fact that after the murder referred to m part (b), when 
a jamadar took the murdered woman\ husband to the kotwali, the officers 
on duty there did not enter the report made by him that his wife was 
missing 1 

(c) Is It a fact that for about three days after the murder no report 
about the missing woman was entered by tlie police ? If so, why f 

(/) If the replies to the questions in parts (d) and (e) be in the 
affirmative, did Government take any action against the officer or officers 
responsible fOr not entering the report referred to in parts (d) and (e) 1 
If so, what 1 If not, why not 1 

tFor ijli^wer to thus question, Ace answer to question Xo 282 
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ig) lb It a tact that it was with the assistance of Messrs Hemchand 
and Jiaiitam and other residents of Ajmer and the recommendation of 
Mr Mangi Lai, Magistrate and Treasury Officer, Ajmer, to the Deputy 
Supeiintendent of Police, that the husband of the murdered woman wai 
at la*at successful in having his report entered by the police T 

{h) Is It a tact that police investigation began three days after the 
murder ? If it is not a fact, how many days after the murder did the 
police investigation begin t 

(i) Is it a fact that the police could not discover the dead body of the 
murdered woman ? 

Seuuke and Destruction of Food by the Police at Kairot 

1287 ^Mr Abdul Latif Baheb Farookbi : (a) Is it a fact that 
about a year ago, in the time of Mr Gibson’s Commissionership of Ajiner- 
Merwara, tlie police seized and destroyed an immense quantity of food 
prepaied for a funeral feast b\ an (iswal merchant at Kairot in the 
Istimrari aiea of Kairot in Ajmei -Merwara ^ If so, by whose orde> did 
the police seize ami dost i in the food ’ 

(/>) Is jt a fact that a eumiilaint was filed in a criminal C’ourt in 
Ajiiioi against the jiolice and the Lstiraraidar of Kairot in respect of the 
seizure and destruction ot food referred to in part (a) 1 

(r) Is it also a fact that the Istimrardar of Kairot was deprived of 
his j)ow(‘is as ail llonorni} Magistrate attei the eomplaint lefeiied to in 
pait (h) 1 

(d) If the leplies to the (piestions in parts (a) to (c) he in the 
affirmative, did Government take any action against the police referred to 
in pait (a) and the officei uiidei whose orders the police seized and 
destroyed the food ? If so, what ’ If not, why not ? 

Appointment of Treasury Officer \nd JMagistrate, Ajmer 

f2SH *Mr Abdul Latif Saheb Parookhi • (a) Is it a fact that 
Mr Jawahir Lai has been temporarily appointed as Treasury Officer and 
Magistiate, Apuei, during the (’ommissionership of Mr Gibson ? 

(h) Was the appointment lefeired to m part (a) made by selection 
tlu'cugh competition ? It so, how^ many candidates took part m the 
comjjctition ? 

(() Were applications for the appointment invited by advertisement 
and public notification ? If so, what were the dates of advertisement and 
pubhc notilicalion Jf not, why not t 

(d) Is it a fact that there is no Muslim gazetted officer in the revenue 
line and no Muslim paid Magistrate m Ajmer-Merwara t 

(D If so, will Government please state why no Muslim was appointed 
as Treasury Officer and Magistrate, Ajmer t 

,1 sA\ei t(> tins qntvtion, *(ee answer to question Ko 2B2 
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Magistrates and Revenue Officers in Ajmer-Merwara 

f289. Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi ; Will Governiaeut 

pleabc place on the table of the House a statement showing the paid 
Magistrates and revenue officers not below the rank of a Naib Tahsildar, in 
ara, giving for each officer or Magistrate (t) name, (n) the 
date of his ^rst appointment as revenue officer or Magistrate, (nt) whether 
the appointment was made by open competition, selection through adver- 
tisement, or by nomination, "(iiO whether the appointment was made by 
direct recruitment or h\ promoMon from the ministerial line, and (t?) in 
ease of direct recruitment, whetlier the officer recruited was or was not 
the son or other relation of some Government ministerial servant m active 
seiviee or retired t 


Voters in the Pisangan Istimrari Area ior Members of the Legis- 
lative Assembly 

290 •BIr. Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi . (a) Is it a fact that 
there is no voter in Pisangan Istimrari area, except the Istimrardai of 
PiBiangan, for electing a member from Ajmer-Merwara for the Legislative 
A'^^vnibly ? 

(b) Will Government please state whether there are many persons 
111 the Pisangan Istimrari aiea other than the Istimrardar of Pisangan 
who possess qualifications for voting in the Legislativ^e Assembly election f 

Mr D O Mitchell : (a) and (h) The qualifications for the fran- 
chise 111 the Ajmer-Merwara constituency of the Legislative Assembly 
are set out in Part XI of J^chedule TI to the Ijegislative Assembly Elec- 
toral Rules The Governimuit ol India liave no information legarding 
the number of persons in the hkm to which the Tlonoiiiahlo Member 
refei's who possess a franchise cpiahfication 


Mr President T have to announce that Mi Reddi, who was un- 
avoidabh absent when his (juestinn No 201 was i (‘ached, l^ now anxious 
to put that question As ] am anxious to give all ta(Mliti(‘> to new 
Members, I will allow him to put the question now 

Resioraiion of Stipends to Members of the Carnatk- Family 

201 *Mr T, N RaixiBkrishna Reddi : Will Government be pleased 
to state whether they have given eflect to the Resolution passed by the 
Legislative Assembly and wffiieh the Gov^ernment have themselves accepted 
on the floor of the Legislative Assembly on the 22nd January, 1930, regard- 
ing the restoration of stipends to the members of the Carnatic family who 
took part in the non-co-operation movement ? 

Mr. B. Howell : I would refer the Honourable Member to the 
answer given by me in the House on the lith instant to a question 
on the same subject by the Honourable Maulvi Mohammad Shafee 
Daoodi. 


tFor nngwer to this questiou, see answer to question No 282 
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Prosecutions under the Child Marriage Restraint Act 

104 Mr N Natesa Ayyar : (a) Will Government please state if 
there has been any prosecution m aiiy of the prormees of ' Indie in con- 
nection with the Child Marriage Restraint Act of 1929, and if so, how 
many and with what results ? 

(6) Have OoAernment ascertained how man> child marriages as 
defined by the Act have been pei formed between 1st October, 1929, and 
Ist ot April, 1930, in each of the provinces of India ? If not, are Govern- 
ment prepared to make an inquiry mlo the matter and lay the informa- 
tion on the table ? 

(r) Are Goveminent awMre of tlio intense dissatisfaction and unrest 
whicli the Act cieated among the poisons affected thereby in all the 
provinces f Aie Government prepared to make an inquiry into the 
matter 1 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig : (a) The Government of India 
ha\e leeeivcd no information regarding prosecutions under the Act, and 
It ma> be picsumed that the number is small 

(b) The answer to the first pari is in the negative Government do 
not propose to make an enquiry Indeed as marriages are normally not 
registered, it would be impossible to obtain the information 

(c) Goveinment do not consider it necessary to institute an inquiry 
into the feeling on this mattei Certain Bills for the amendment of the 
Act which have been lutioduced, or of w'hich notices have been given, by 
Members of this and tlie otlier lloii^e ha\e been circulated to Local Gov- 
ernments tor opinion 

Appointment of Businessmen to Gazetted Posts and to Committees, 
Commissions, etc 

105. Mr S C Mitra * (a) Has tht» attention of Government* been 
drawn to the article under the caption “ Why aie business men in levolt 
against the Govrinment published in the Tnhinw, Lahore, dated the 
2nd July, 1930 ? 

{})) Will the Government please state the names of Indian business- 
men, if cin>, aiipoiiited since 1928 

ii) direct to Gazetted appointments in the Departments under the 
GoAernment of India in which their knowledge and experi- 
ence could piove useful , 

(n) as members of Committees Commissions or Delegations of the 
Government of India or of the Imperial Government ? 

((') Will the Coveinmeiit please state the names of Committees 
apiiointed by them since 1925 to inquire into matters of special interest 
to the Imsiness community, eg., banking, exchange, railway rates, tanff, 
coal, ete 

{(1) Ifow many of th^se Committees, if any, had Indian non-bfficial 
bufiinessmen as their Presidents f 

( 536 ) 
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The Honourable Sir George Eainy : (<i) Yes 

(h) to (d) The information desired by the Kfonourable Member is 
being collected and will be furnished to him in due course 

Republication op Moore*s “ Family Medicine 

106. BCr. S, 0. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that ** Moore’s Family Medi' 
cine ’’ is published under the authority of the Government of India ? 

(6) Is it a fact that ith last edition \\as published about ten years agoT 

(r) When do Go\ernment pioposo to publish its next revised 
edition ? 

Sir Frank Noyce : (a) and {b). Yes 

(c) Government will considei the Question 

Gum used on Envelopes made by the Security Printing Press, 

Nasik 

107 Mr S 0 Mi^ra (a) Aie Gov eminent a^\ale tli.ii theie has been 
a marked change tor the wofse in respect ot the gum used on envelopes 
Since their printing and pre])aration has been undertaken by the Security 
Printing Press, Nasik Road ? 

(h) When do Government propose to remedy the defect ^ 

Mr H A Sams : (d) Some eoniplaints about bad gumming have 
been received 

(6) The Master, Seciuit> Printing Press, was addressed on the sub- 
ject and it IS hoped that there a\i 1] be no ground for further complamts. 

Maximum penalty in Respect op Kx^'ess Luggage carried by a Railway 

Passenger 

lOS Mr S C Mitra : (a) Wluit is the amount of penalty that a 
railway passenger travelling witfiout a ticket in third class from Calcutta 
to Simla has to ])ay ? 

(/>) What IS the amount ot jieiialty tor carrying onl> two seeis of 
luggage in excess of the free allowance, if it is not booked in advance at 
Calcutta and is found to be in excess at Simla f 

(( ) Do Government propose to loiisidcr the Question of allowing a free 
allowance evTii if the luggage of a passenger is found to be in excess at 
the destination t 

(d) Do Government propose to consider the question of fixing a 
maximum for penalty chargeable in respect of excess luggage ? 

Mr A A. L Parsons : {a) The amount of penalty for a third class 
passenger travelling from Calcutta to Simla without a ticket is two annas, 
if tbe passenger, before being detected by a railway servant, Hotifles to 
the railway >s^rvant on duty with the tram that, ^ w without a ticket, 
otherwise one rupee 

(b} The forfeiture of the free allowance^ which for a third class 
passenger wouI4 amount m the ease mentioned, to R«. 6. 

(«) andftf)^ " 
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Provisions of a Water Pipe on the Platform of the Simla Railway 

Station 

109. Mr 8 0 Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that there is no water-pipe 
on the platform of Simla Railway Station ? 

(&) Is it a fact that the nearest water-pipe is near the engine shed 
beyond the platform and that it is risky to go to that water-pipe as it 
involves crossing of lines t 

(c) When do the (TO\ernment propose to pro\ide a drinking water- 
pipe on the platform for the use of passengers ? 

Mr. A A L. Parsons . (a) and (b) Yes 

(() I am having the matter referred to the Agent, North Western 
Railway, and, on receipt of his reply, will communicate with the Honour- 
able Membei 


Construction of a Road between New Delhi and Ramjas and Tibbia 

Colleges 

110 Mr 8. 0 Mitra * (a) Is it a tact that no* road has so tar been 
constructed between New Delhi and Ramjas College and Tibbia College 
and are Government aw^are that the students, etc , have to pass through 
almost a jungle when going from New Delhi to the ('olleges y 

(b) When do the Government propose to undertake the construction 
of that road 1 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : (a) A road is under constru*'- 
tion fiorn the Hohtak load to the Tibbia College, which, when completed. 
Will iirovide a continuous metalled road trom New Delhi to the Ramias 
College The Tibbia ('ollege is already connected bv a metalled road to 
New Delhi 

ib) Does not aiise 

Loss OF Revenue on the Kalka Simla Railway due. to Private Road 
Motor ('ompe:tition 

111 Mr 8 0 Mitra : {a) How much fall m revenue have the 
Go^pI nment suffeied dnnug t’he last two \eais, as lompaied with tlie tw^o 
>eais, })ievious to that, on the Kalka Simla Kailua^A, on account of 
competition with prnate load-motors 1 

(b) Is it a tact that the increasing popularity of road-motors is due 
to absence of smoke and shorter time taken to cover the journey ? 

(c) Is it a fact that Government propose to use faster engines on the 
line ? If so, when ? 

(d) What IS the present stage of the Government’s proposal to 
electrify the Ime to remedy the smoke nuisance and to shorten the journey t 

Mr A A. L Parsons : (a) The rfgures for 1929-30 are not at present 
a^allable, but the earnings from passengers carried on the Kalka-Simla 
section during the two years ending 31st March 1927, were Rs 17,41,894, 
and for the two years ending 31st March, 1929, Rs 11,63,600 T%e ex- 
tent to wdiicli road motor competition has contributed to the fall in revenue 
cannot be ascertained, but a fairly appreciable amount is due to a reduc- 
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tion of 50 per cent m the fares which applied during the months of J one 
to September 

(b) Various factors operate to influence intending passengers in exer- 
cismg their choice between tiavel b\ railway and travel by road-motor 
The absence of smoke and the duiation of the journey are undoubtedly 
considerations that weigh with passengers 

(c) The answer to the first part of the question is iii the negative, and 
the second part does not therefore arise 

(d) The scheme for electrification has been postponed for the present. 

Cashiers I^ Government of India Ofi ices 

112. Mr S C Mitra (a) Is it a fact that in view of the special nature 
of the work of casliieis in the Government of India offices, usually senior 
Lower Division men are posted on the duty and are allowed special allow- 
ance for it in addition to pay i 

(b) What w<is tile life ol pa\ {not scale) of the cleiks woiking as 
cashiers in the \aiious Departmr^nts of the Secietariat and Attached 
Ofllces on the 1st June, 1930 1 

{c) Do Go\ernment projiGse to fix: a certain minimum of pay below 
which no one shoidd be posted on this work, which involves special 
responsibility ? 

The Honourable Mr. H O Haig : (a) Yes 

(b) The information is being collected and will be supplied to the 
Honourable Member when complete 

(c) No The matter is one for the Heads of the Departments con- 
cerned and Government have no doubt that they are alive to the impoi't- 
ance of selecting suitable men 

Migratory School for Simla and New Delhi 

113. Blr 8 0 Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that the Government of India 
have long had under consideration the question of starting a migratory 
school for Simla and New Delhi to remove the hardships to which the sons 
and daughters of the Goxernmeiit of India clerks are put on account of Iho 
two places being under different Education Departments and Universities ? 

(h) Do Government propose to place Simla in Delhi Province for the 
purpose of education for the present and to keep the point in view when 
considering the redistribution of Provinces, as recommended by the Simon 
Commission ? 

Sir Frank Noyce : (a) The Honourable Member is referred to the 
reply given to the unstarred question No 279, asked by Pandit Nilakantha 
Das on the 21st March, 1930 It is hoped that an early decision will be 
reached in the matter 

(6) No such proposal is before Government 

of an U^fORTHODox HiNDU Tjj^fin Koom IN THE Cim Secretariat 
Buildings at Simla 

114. Mr. S. 0. BflOtra : {a> Is it a fact that in each of the two bmki 
ipgs 0 l» the Imperial Secretariat at Neyr Delhi there is one separate Uii- 
orthodox Bbiidu tiffin room t 
8CPB(LA) 
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ih) Is it a fact that there is no un-orthodox Hindu tiffin roolB m aujr 
of the buildings of the Civil Secretariat at Simla t 

(c) Is It a fact that there is only one Hindu tiffin room m Gorton 
Castle at Simla, and are Government aware that it is extremely dirty 
and too small to cater for the hundreds of Hindu clerks in the building f 

(d) When do the Government propose to improve the condition of 
the present tiffin room and to provide another for un-orthodox Hindus 
and to relieve the present one of rush ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : (a) Each of the two Secretariat 
buildings in New Delhi has two tiffin rooms for Hindus They are not 
specifically classed as oithodox or unorthodox 

(h) There are t^^o tiffin rooms for Hindus in the Cuil Secretaintt 
buildings at Simla, one at Gorton Castle ” and the other at 
*• Kennedy House ” These also are not specifically classed as orthodox 
or unorthodox 

( c ) As stated in part ( b ) of the reply, there is only one tiffin room 
for Hindus in ‘‘ Gorton Castle ” It is reported to be suitable for the 
purpose , no complaints have been received about its beinp^ dirty 

(d) Certain improvements were carried out to this tiffin room in 
1928, and Government do not propose to build any other tiffin room 

Laying on the Table of Full Replibs to Questions to which ad tntertm 

RePUES ABE GIVEN IN THE FIRST INSTANCE 

115. Mr S 0 Mitra (a) Is it a fact that t’o some of the questions 
m the Legislative Assembly ad interim replies are given and full replies 
are communicated l^ter only to the Members by whom the questions are 
put 1 

(h) Do Government propose, for the information of the whole 
House, to lay on the table on the first day of the following Session fuU 
replies to all questions to which ad interim leplies are given m the first 
instance i If not, wdiy not ? 

The Honourable Sir Gkorge Eaiuy : {a) This is so 

{h) The present piactice is based, on a considered ruling by the 
Picsident Sir Frederick Whyte, delivered on 1st March, 1921, which luns 
as follow^s 

The point < onoorns the laying on the table of inforination supplied to a 
Member in<in Idu.illv in response to a question asked by him It h.is been represented 
to me that nitsnuuli as au> matter which is laid on the table must also be printed 
in the Abscmbh s pioceedmgs, the laying on the table of all such information, which 
mi^y often be "of in eyoeedingly copious nature, wall inevitably have the effect of 
the proci^ediiigs to an inconveniertt ttue, and will add greatly to the diifiaigtj 
of QiipeihtiousJj soturiMg their pubhijatian m print I have a«€ordrMly defa4ed tp 
modify the pre\ious ruling on this point and to direct that such iprorip.ation shall 
only be laid on the table and printed in the proceedings when, in the opinion bf we 
Member of the Government con«firi%ed, »t is Kkely to be of genctrnl pqbhc interest. 
Where m piir8i«uic<> of this direction the Department of the Government concerned 
deoidv'Sh not to hiy the iiifojmappy ^n thp table, twy Member dcsuing to obtam 
same should apply io that Department for ^ copy of the information supplied to the 
Member asking the original /JUddnan, ’ ^ 

(Tvid Legislative Ashcrably Deb^tea* Vol, I, paga 

This ruling was by Sir Fred^dc on, Isl FebriMwgr, 

1923. It IS, therefore, the established practice ol this ^use aMbst trail hs 
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inception, and Go\ernment sees no reason to depart from it now I may 
add that copies of such answers are placed in the Library, where any other 
Member who is interested can peruse them. 

Newspapers, etc required to furnish security under the Press Ordi- 
nance 

136 Mr S C Mitra Will Goiernment be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement shoiAinp: the names of papers, periodicals, monthlies, etc , 
from whom a security under the newly promulprated Press Ordinance was 
cleraanded and how many of them paicl off the security and how many 
have suspended publication as a piotest ? 

The Honourable Mr H O Haig : I place a statement on the table 

The Honourable Member will notice that there are no names shown 
under Bengal The ])osition m that province is that no security was 
demanded in the case of newspapers but nine newrspapers ceased publica- 
tion followung the demand of security from the presses at which they 
were printed 


Statement showing the action taUn by local Governments under the Indian Press Ordinance // of 

1930 

Newspapers 







Serial 
No , 

Nam© of wewipapor from i 
irhom security haa 1 

been demanded 1 

Amount of security deman* 
ded or whetlur reduced 
or not on representation ' 

1 

Whetlier security was 1 

depositCKl or newspaper 
ceased publication or did 
not start in mi w of demand i 
for security ' 

Remarks 

1 

2 


3 1 

4 

6 


1 

1 


Madras j 




Rs 


i 

1 

Kistnapatnka, Kistna 

1,000 No representation 

Ceased 1 

2 ! 

Sukhodayam, N Arcot 

1,000 

Do 

1 

Do 

3 1 

Durbar, (Ji.ntur 

1 

1,000 


Notice liemanding stciinty | 
since wothhfild on repre j 
sentation 

4 

Simbapari, Nellore 

{M)0 No representation 

Ceased 

6 

DosabhaktMi, TnohmopoJy 

1,000 

Do 

j 

Do t 

6 

CongreM, BaaiOodavavi j 

2,600 

Do 

Do 1 


7 

Swadesamitran, Madxas < 

2,500 

Do 

Deposited security 


« 

Sudandara Sangu, Hadraa I 

1000 

Do 

Ceased. 


9 i 

Taoul Nadu, Madras | 

1,000 

Do 1 

Deposited stounty 


10 

Ten Nadu, Madi*a 

1,500 

Do 1 Ceased 


11 ! 

Valmu, Madrn/ff | 

],ooe 

Da. i 

Do. ! 


12 

Sataawati, Madras 

1,000 

1 

Do. 


18 

If j Magarin©, Madras 

1,000 

Do 

Do 


14 

Andhza Pataka, Madras 

2,000 

Do 

Dapodied security 


U 

Svan^ya, Uadras 

2,600 

Dow 

Caased. 





542 


LBOISLATIVB ASSEMBLY. 


[16th July 1930 


S«nal 

No 

1 

Name of newspaper from 

1 whom security ha« 

1 l>ecn demanded 

I 

1 “ 

1 

i Amount of secunty de 

I manded or whether reduced 
or not on representation 

3 

VV hetber security was 
deposited or newspaper 
i ceased publication or 
' did not start in new of 

1 demand for seourity, 

t 4 


1 

1 

Miulraa — ooutd 

Ks 


16 

Sahakava Patnka 

1 1,000 No repreecntation 

* No information 

17 

Navaaakti, Madras 

1,000 Do 

Ceased 

18 

Satjagrahi, Wwt («oda\an 

Security demanded by Di«t 
net Magistrate Amount 
not reported 

Bombay 

Do 

1 

1 

19 

1 

Free Prew JluUetui, Bomba\ 

, 500 

1 iSeoxintv deposited 

20 

Free Press Tournal, Bombay 

1 60 o 

Do 

21 

j Aftab n« NS sf>ap< r Bombay 

l.tKX) 

Ceased 

22 

Nawjivan ruw'tpaiHr 

Bondwv 

800 

Paper not started 

23 

Shraddhaimnd luwapajKT, 
Bombay 

Hindu Kartavva neNNspaper, 
B<iinf)ay 

2,000 

( \ ast d 

24 

! 800 

Paper not started 

25 

Daily Hilal, Bombay 

1 2,000 

Secunty not deposited 
Commissioner of Police 
directed to prosecute the 
publisher under section 
22(2) of Ordinance 

26 

Sayankal newspaper, 

Bombay 

[ Sindhi new8{mj>tr, Sunkui 

j 800 

Paper not started 1 

27 

1 500 

Sccunty deposited ' 

28 

Young Libt rator news 
paper, Bombay 

1,000 

1 

Ceased l 

, 1 

29 

Sota newspaper, Bombay 

1,000 

Paper not started 

80 

Mahratta newspaper, 

Poona 

2,000 j 

Secunty deposited 

31 

Parsi Patnka newspaper, 
Bombay 

1,600 

Paper not started 

82 

Kaliyuga newspaper, Bombay 

2,000 

Ceased 

88 

1 

Workers’ W eokly nows 
paper, Bombay 

2,000 No representation 
recoiTod 

1 

Seourity not deposited 
Commissioner of Pdioo re* 
quested to prosecute pub- 
lisher for publishing the 
paper without depositmg 
the secunty 

S4 

Naubat r evrspapor, Bombay 

1 2,000 Doc 

Ceased. 

85 

Vidyarthi newspaper, 

Amalner, East Kluwdesh. 

i 1,000 

Do 

36 

Shn Lokainanya nevrspapor, | 1,000 

O 

Paper not started* 

37 

Kranti newspaper, Bombay 

2,000 No r«(Heaeat*tioa 
re»e4viMl 

Ceased. 

88 

Rajasthan Hind newspaper, 
Bombay | 

Aftab newspaper, Bombay ^ 

1,000 

Do. 

89 

2,000 

Paper not started 

40 

Praja Bandhu newspaper, 
Ahmeuiabad 

1,000 No represeotatioii 
received. 

Ceased. 


I Bemaiks. 
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S«i»l 

No 

Name of nei^jjpaper from 
wkoQi security has 
been demanded 

! 

Amount of 6ecuritj de 
mandod or wht ther reduced 
or not on representation 

1 \\ hethi r hotuiity was 

( depositee! or newspaper 

1 ce ase<l pu bhoation or did 
not start lu vk w of demand 
for secunty 

Remariu 

1 

1 

2 


.1 

4 



Rg 

1,000 

2,000 

1 

Bombfty — <ioatd. 

1 

41 

42 

Dunka newspaper, Bombay 

Hinduftao and Prajamitra 
newspaper, Bombay 

No representation 
receued 

Do 

j 

Ceased 

j 

Security deposited 

43 

Shakti newspaper, Ahmeda* 
bad. 

j 1,000 

Do 

Secunty not deposited 

Notice defied 

44 

Messenger of Youth news 
paper, Bombay 

2,000 


Paper not started 

1 

46 

Nay^ivan newspaper, 

Ahmedabad 

1 2,000 

No repreaentation j 
received ' 

Notice defied Action un 
dor consideration 

46 

Young India newspaper, 
Ahmedabad 

! 2,000 

Do j 

1 

1 

Do 1 

47 

1 

1 

1 

Hmdu Jati newspaper, 
Karachi 

♦ 

' 5,000 

No representation 

Notice served on pubbsher 
Sacbanand Phenimal in 
Hyderabad Jail Ho has 
applied for tranaftr to 
Karachi Piihoii to enable 
him to maki arrangcnuiits 
So far j»aiH r continues to 
Ik puhhslud hurtlitr 

action uiult'r considtra 
tion 

1 

i 

1 

48 

Kahyng newspaiier, Bombay 

2,000 

Do 

t eascni 

1 

j 

49 

Prajaraat newspaper, 

Go^ra 

2,(XK) 

Do 

Paper c<asttl publication 
on being warned by Dis- 
tnct Magistrate that s« 
cunty was to be taken 


SO 

Nutan Gujarat newspaper, 
Ahmedabad 

1,000 

Do 

Ceased 


61 

Bombay Vartaman news 
paper, Bombay 

1,500 

1 

1 

Paper not started 


62 

Torch Bearer newspaper, i 
Bombay 

1,600 

1 

Do 


68 

Sudersban newspaper, Surat 

1,000 No representation 

CeasecJ j 



I 

Untied Prottnces ^ 



64 

The Sainik, Agra ! 

2,000 


Do 


66 

The Shakti, Almora ! 

1,000 


Result not yet known. 


60 

The Aj, Benares j 

2,000 


Ceased, 


67 

The Bratap, Cawnpore j 

3,000 

• 

Do 


66 

Tl» Bwadhin Praja, Almora ! 

3,000 


Do 


66 

The District Gazette, Azam* ^ 
gerii. 

6,000 

. 1 

Do. 


60 

The Saeh, Leoknow 

1 

1,000 

"l 

Result not yet known 
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1 

\amc of newBpaper from 

1 

I Amount of security de- 

Whether secunty was 
deposited or newspaper 


Swial whom swoanty hM 

No l>eon demanded 

' ded or whether reduced 
' or not on representation 

ceased publication or did 
' not start in view of demand 
for security 

Beuadcs. 

1 2 

3 

4 

6 


l nitf'd Provinces — oontd 


61 

Ihe Panvartan, Saharanpur 

l.tHK) 


Result not yet known { 

62 

The V'artman, Cawnpor* 

1 

2,0(*<) 


Secuntv not deposited | 
The question of taking | 
furthei action under oonsi 1 
deration | 

63 1 

Ihe (’hand, Allahabad | 

2,000 


Result not y yt known 


The Desh Mitra, Balia 

1,000 


Suspended publication ' 

W 

The Kshattriya Yuva’ , 
Lucknow j 

1,000 

! 

Result not vet known j 

1 

66 

The Swotanibar, Jain, Luck j 
now 

1,000 

! 

Punjali 

Do j 

i 

1 

67 

Zannndar, Lahortf 

2 "SOtj No representation 

S ciiritv has been depositdl ' 

68 

Paitap, I^hore 

2,500 

Do 

• 

Do J 

6i) 

\kali Amritsar 

2 600 

Do 

( eased j 

70 

Ash (jAumi Dard, Amntsar 

2,500 

Do 

Do 

71 

Gnru Ohantal, Lahore 

2,500 

Do 

Do j 

72 

Haqiqat, Multan 

1,600 

Do, 

Do 

73 

Tarjutnan i Sarhad, Rawal 
pindi 

2,000 

Do 

Do j 

74 

Shihab, Rawalpindi 

2,000 

Do. 

Do 

76 

Kirti Urdu, Amritsar 

5,0<X) 

Do 

Do 

76 

Kirti (Jurmukhi, Amritsar 

6,000 

Do 

Do 

77 

Desh Sewak, Jullundur 

1 

5,000 

Do 

Do 

78 

Bnnde Matram, Lahore 

3,000 

Do 

Secuntv has been deposited 

79 

Kirpan Bahadur, Amntsar 

2,600 

Do 

Ceased 

80 

Jhang bial, (Jujranwala 

2,600 

Do 

' Do 

81 

Nadharak, Gujranwala 

2,600 

Do 

• Do 

82 

Islah, L\Rl]|)ur 

2,1)00 

Do 

j Do 

83 

1 Hariana Tilak, Jhajjar, Dis 
tnot Rohtak 

j 1,500 

1 

Do 

1 Do 

1 

84 

Naujiwan, Multan 

j 1,000 

Do 

1 Do 

86 

Akah te Partlost, Amntsar 

j 2.000 

Do. 

I ' 

1 Do . 

86 

1 Naujaaan Hindustan, Am 

! 2,000 

Do 

1 Do 


I 

I 


1 
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' Name of newspapet from 
S<ai*l whom aeounty baa 

No been demanded 

Amount of security de- 
manded or w hether reduoed 
or not on representation 

Whether security was 
deposited or newspaper 
ceased publication or did 
not start m view of demand 
for security 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

0 



Punjab — contd 



87 

People, Lahore 

lU 

1,000 No representation 

Ce>iM d ' 

88 

Vxr Bharat Lahore 

2,(XK) Do 

Seicuntv has Uh.!! dcjxisited ' 

89 

Milap, Lahore 

1,000 (No ri presentation 
made ) 

Securltv dei)09ited ^ 

1 

90 

Dharamvir, Amntaar 

1,500 Do 

Ceasetl j 

91 

Hamdard, I-ahore 

1,000 Do 

Do 

1 



Burtna 

j 

92 

Rangoon Mail English News 
paper 

2,000 

Oased 1 

93 

Swatantram Tamil News 
paper, Rangoon 

2,000 

Do 

94 

96 

Wunthauu Thadinsa Bur 
meso Newspaper 

Rangoon 

Praohi Prakash Huidi News 
paper, Rangoon 

1,000 

2,000 

Do 

1 

Do 

96 

Deeopakan Tamil News 
paper, Rangoon. 

2,000 1 

Do : 



Bihar and OrtMa 

I 

97 

Seafohbght Newspaper, 
Patna. 

3,000 

1 

Ceased ' 

i 



Central Province* j 


98 

Lokmat, Jubbulpore 

1,000 No representation j 

No j 

99 

I Karmavir, Khandwa 

600 1 

No i 

1 

1 


Assam | 



100 

The Assamiya ,Gaahati 

1 

2,000 1 

Ceased 


101 

The Janasakti, Sylhet 

2,000 

Do 


102 

The Sylhet Chronicle, Sylhet 

1,000 

Do 


103 

The Panchajanya, Kanm- 
ganj 1 

600 

No information 




N W F Province 1 



104 

Sarhad Newspaper, Fesha j 
war 1 

2,000 

1 

Ceased 


406 

.RaklMMA NewspiHper, I 

(h^thly) Peshaw|nr | 

.2,00a . ^ 

Bo. 


106 

Komfi Al^fipater, Pedta | 

2,000/ .. 

Do 
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Seriftl 

No 

Name of nowKpapers from 

1 whom Bfcuritv 

• hpr'n <Jerr 

Amount of eeotmty de 
manded or whether reduced 
Or riot oil ropreseiitation 

Whether bccunty was 
deposited or newspaper 
ceased publication or did 
not start in view of demand 
for B^curit\ 

BemaHur 

1 



3 

4 

6 


1 

1 

lU 

Delhi 

1 

107 

1 Daily Tpj 

6,000 


Ceased 

108 

Hindustan Times 

5,000 


Do ) 

109 

Arjun 

6,000 


Do 1 

110 

Hindu Sansar 

2,000 


Do 

111 

Shuddhi Sainachar 

600 


Security depoaitetL [ 

112 

Riyasat 

' 2,000 


1 ' 

113 

Millat 

2,000 


Security waived on repr • i 
scntation j 

114 

Aljamiat 

600 


* Security deposited 


116 

Tej 

2,000 


Declaration and security not 
yet filed New pnbhoa- 

tion for which it was de- 
sired to make declaration 


116 

Paigam i Jang 

1,000 


Do 


117 

Qauroi Gazette 

2,000 


Do 


118 

119 

Tijarat 

i 

i 

Shakti 

1 2,000 

2,000 


Secunty waived, but dec 
laration not yet made 
New publication for which 
It was desired to make 
declaration 

Do 


120 

India 

2,000 


Security waived, but dec- 
laration not yet made 


121 

Hukumat 

2,000 


1 Secunty waived 


122 

Peahw-a 

2,000 


Do 


128 

Khwaja School Gazette 

2,000 


Do 


124 

Mahabir 

2,000 


Do 


126 

New Capital 

2,000 


Do 


126 

Khabardar 

' 2,000 


Do 


127 

Sarvadeahik 

* 2,000 


Do 


128 

Masbir i Saltanat 

' 2,000 


Do j 

i 

129 

Indian Post 

2,000 


Do j 


130 

Hindustan 

2,000 


Da 


181 

Faujj Magazine 

2,000 


Do 



Alleged Assault by Police of Women and Childbbn in Calcutta, Bombay, 
Lucknow, etc , in dealing with the Congress Movement. 


117 Mr S. 0. Blitra : Will Government be pleased to state 
whether it has come to their notiee tJnit"tliE'iK)lice in tiealuig with the 
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Congress movement? freely assaulted and wounded several peaceful women 
and children with a laik% charge in Calcutta, Bombay, Lucknow and other 
places of India t 

The Honourable Mr H O Haig The Go^elnment of India under- 
stand that in some places women liave receued injiiiv in the course of the 
dispersal of crow’ds They regiet that any injui\ should have been so 
caused. 

Anticipated Extra Expenditure and Fall in Revenue as a result of 
THE Congress Movement 

118. Mr. S. C. Mitra : Will Government be pleased to state what 
extra expenditure and what extent of fall in revenue the Government anti- 
cipate as a direct result of the Congress movement, and how do they pro- 
pose to meet the deficit ? 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig * No attempt has yet been made 
to estimate the effect of the civil disobedience movement on Central and 
Provincial finances 

Air Craft Training Institution in India 

119 Mr S. C. Mitra . Will Govemment be pleased to state the num- 
ber of institutions, if any, in India foi the training of students in air-craft f 
If none, do Go\ernment propose to open any m the near futuie ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : The reply to the first part of the 
ftuestion IS Nil 

The reply to the second part is m the negative 

Distribution of the money paid by the Indian Railway Conference 

Association to Employees of the Government of India Press, Simla. 

120 Mr S 0. Mitra : (a) Aie Government aw^aie that the Indian 
Railway Conference which get their work done in the Government of India 
Press, Simla, every year, on payment, send an amount of Rs 250 as dona- 
tion for distribution among the employees of the Press ? 

(b < Is it also a fact that this money m not distributed to all the em- 
ployees but confined simply to certain special favourite hands ? 

(c) Are Government prepared to issue instructions to the Con- 
troller that in future this amount i.s equal y distributed among all the em- 
ployees who all, more or less, perform a certain amount of work m oue 
way or the other 

(d) Js it a fact that if at the time of disbuisement of this donation 
any employees are on leave, the payment is withheld by the Cashier and 
not paid to them even on their resuming their duty ? 

"(e) Will Gov^ernment be pleased do 

{t> place on the table the disbursement list for the last five jears 
aAd stafe what amount was left undisbursed every year , 

(ii) whether it was ever refunded to the Association or to the Gov- 
orninent and if not, why not, aiid how thse htndtint has been 
accounted for , and 
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(in) has any information ever been asked for from the Manager by 
the Controller of Printing in this connection ^ If not, why 
not ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : (a) Yes 

(b) Xo 

(c) Does not aiise 

(r/) arn paid then shares on then claiming them within a period 

of two months Men on le«a\e have been pafd their shares on return to 
duty e\eu after the expirv ot the period There is, however, generally 
a small balance which nnnains undistributed 

(e) (t) Go^elnment do not propose to place the disbuisement lists 
on the table The amounts left undisbursed for the last five years are as 
follows 



Rs A. P 

I92r) 

12 8 0 

1926 

8 4 0 

1927 

12 8 0 

1928 

9 4 0 

1929 

13 10 0 

(u) and (m) 

The Controller, who has not hitherto been i 


the donation or of the method of its distribution, is being instructed to 
make an enquiry in regard to it and to submit a report 

Quarters and House Rent for the Peons of the Government of India 

Offices 

121 Mr S 0 Mitra . Is it a tact that several peons of the Govern 
merit of India offices are forced t'o live in one small room, and if so, 
Government prepared to consider the question of providing more 
quarters or allowing them house r^nt to enable them to get quarter^ 
eliiewhere ® 

The Honourable 8ir Joseph Bhore : One room is allotted to mori 
than one peon onlv when it is considered that it can suitably accom 
inodate more than one man Government do not propose to build more 
quarters for peons at present Those peons who are not provided with 
Go\ernment quarters are gi\en house rent allowance instead 

Leave applied for by the Employees of the GkivBRNMENT of India Press, 

Simla 

122 Mr. S C. Mitra : (a) Will Government be pleased to place oi 
+ahle a list of the employees of the Government of India Press, Simla, wb( 
during the last three years applied for leave for less than ten days oi 
account of illness and who were asked to submit m<^dieal certificate 
although the lea\e applied for by them was earned and was due t< 
them ? 

(b) Is it also a fact that no such certificatjss have ever been asked fo 
to be pio<luced by the men m the clerical i^nd accounts section and, if so 
1 ^hy distinctions exist in various sections in the same Press t 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhog;# : I propose to deal with ques 
tions Nos. 122, 123 124 and 130 together. The Controller of Pnntinj 
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and Stationery is responsible to Government generally for the efficient 
administration ot the Government of India Presses and Government do 
not propose to call for information regarding these administrative details 
which are matters for his discretion 

Carrying of Heavy Bundles by the Peons of the Government of India 

Press, Simla 

tl23 Mr. S. 0. Mitra . Is it a fact that the peons in the Government 
of India Press, Simla, aie foiced to cairy very heavy bundles weighing 
over 25 oi 30 seers evei;> day to the various offices located m different 
and distant places for which purpose the coolie late is 4 to B annas per 
tri}), and if so, are Goveinment piepaicd to consider the question of 
ifssumg instructions to engage coolies in all such cases in future t 

Gradation Lists for tBe Printinc, and Clerical Section of the Gov- 
ernment OF India Press, Simla 

"f 124 Blr S C BCitra • (a) Is it a fact thai in the printing and clerical 
sections of the Government of India Press, Simla, no gradation list has 
vet been maintained, and if so, whv ^ 

(h) Are Government piepared lo instiuet the Controller oi Printing 
to see that this is done at the earliest possible moment ? 

Holding of all Higher appointments in the Government of India Press, 
Simla, by Muhammadans 

125 Mr S C. Mitra : Are Government aware that the majority of 
nliuost all the higher appointments in the Government of India Pkv*88, Simla, 
are held puiely by Muhammadans, and of tlie consequent discontent felt 
by Sikhs, Christian and Hindu employees which has been iirevailing for 
a long time ? Are Government prepared to mqtnre into the matter f 

The Honourable Sir Joeeph Bhore : Government have no informa- 
tion of the alleged discontent. The supervisory staff of the Gotem- 
ment of India Press, Simla, of and below the grade of Assistant Manager, 
are filled by nine Hindus, five Muhammadans and one Christian The 
last part of the question does not arise 

Additional duties done by the Peons of the Government of India 

Press, Simla 

12fi Bfr S 0. Mi^ i Ts it a fact that the peons in the Government 
of India Press, Simla, besides their official duties are also forced to per- 
form, in addition, the work of firemen and for which ptu'pose they are 
required to attend drills, etc. ? If the answer to tlm is m the affirmative, 
,w4l the Government be pleased to state what additional remuneration is 
gn^en to them for this extra work required of them, and if not, do Gov- 
ernment propose to see their way of, appointing a proper fire station staff 
for the purpose ? 

Sdzibnrable Joseph Shore i f hq ,p^ons in accordance with a 
Ibbg standing’ prahiice fire parade for about half an hour once a 

ihonth Ko extra remuneration is paid to, them Government do not 
'propose fo appoint a separate fire station' stiff for' the purpose 

tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No 122 
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DlSCREPANriES FOUND IN HiS EXCELLENCY THE ViCEROY’S PrESS 

127 Mr S C. Blitra . Are Government aware that the Examinei, 

Press Accounts in the course of audit of accounts ot tlie Press 
ot Hib PiXcdlencv the \hcero\ , came across some serious disciepanciea 
found in the cash and other accounts of the Press, which have already 
been brou|Efht to the notice ot the Private Secretary to Ills Excellency the 
Viei‘io> ^ Will Government be jdeased to lay on the table a copy of the 
correspondence between the Examiner, Government Press Accounts and the 
l*nvate Secretary to His Excellency the Viceroy and state what action has 
Deen taken against the persons responsible for keeping wrong accounts, and 
if not, why not f 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : Government are aware that cer- 
tain irregularities were discovered in the course of auditing the accounts 
of the Press of the Private Secretary to Ills Excellency the Viceroy. A 
thorough enquiry is being made into these irregularities, and until this 
IS completed it is impossible to say what action will be taken The 
enquiry has so far gone to show that there was no embezzlement of Gov- 
ernment money and that the defects referred to were at the most serious 
iiiegulaiities in procedure Steps have already been taken to pre\ei»t 
the recurrence of these 

Introduction of a Provident Fund for Press Employees and Amalga- 
mation OF CERTAIN OF GOVERNMENT PRESSES 

128 Mr 8 C Mitra ’ Will Government be pleased to state if they 
are yet in a iiosition to give their decision regarding the Provident Fund, 
the rules of which have long been under consideration by the Secretary of 
State for India ? If not, do Government propose to expedite the matter ? 
Will Government be pleased to state if they intend amalgamating wholly 
or partially the presses of the Government of India at Calcutta and Simla 
with the Government of India Press, Delhi, and if so, when ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : The question of framing n les 
for the provident fund is still under consideration and the matter is 
being expedited 

The answer to the concluding portion of the question is m the 
negative 

Number of Employees of different Communities in the Government 
OF India Press, Simla, recruited during the time up Babu Jawahar 
Khan, Officiattno Assistant Manager 

129. Blr S 0. Mitra : Will GoVeTnnaent please lay on the table a 
stateincni showing the number of Hindus, Muhazumadans, Christians and 
Sikh< recruited in all the Industrial Branches of the Government of India 
Press, Simla, since B Jawahar Khan's appointment as Officiating Assist- 
ant Manager ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore ; Mr. J^ahar not 

responsible for the recruitment of the imiustrial staff of the Govern- 
ment of India Press, Simla, Government regret that they cannot under- 
take to collect the information desired by the Honourable Member as it 
would entail an amount of time and labour disproportionate to the 
result. 
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Promotions in the Government of India Press, $i^la 

tl30 Mr. S 0 Mitra * Are Go\ eminent aware that the claiinb of the 
senior men of all the braneheb of the Government ot India Press, Simla, 
are neglected and that generally promotions to higher grade are given to 
those men who work in B Jawahar Khan’s Press after office hours f 

Allegations against BablJauahar Khan, Cfuciating Assistant Mana- 
ger, Government of India Press, Simia 

131 Mr. S C. IMhtra : (a) K it a fact that Messi> Jugdish and 
Aodul Rahim are the beuioimobt compositors in thi“ir branch, but that 
whenever an opportunity aiises to officiate in the post of section-holder or 
assistant section-holdei the chance i^ gi\eii to a juinoi compositoi ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the real ovnei of the Press known as King Geoige 
Press IS jJ ]aA^ahal Klian, the As-wtaut Manager of the Go\enim(*nt 
Press, Simla If so vas anv sanction obtained h} tin" ahoM' man ’ 

(c) Is it a fact that Nathu Ram, Mechanic and Mistn Nazii of ♦^he 
Government Press, Simla, geiieiall> lepaii the machines of George Print- 
ing Woiks on Sundays and other holidays ’ 

(d) Is it a fact that members of all branches of Goveinment of India 
Press, partnuilarh compositoi s aie (‘()mp(*lled to v. ork in tin" press owned 
by B Ja^vahar Khan, alter office houis 

(e) Is it a fact that if any employee of the Government Press, Simla, 
retusca to work in the above Press, liis time is generally deducted by B 
NiPz Mohamed, time-checker, who is hrother-in-law of B Jawahar Khan ^ 

(/) If the replies to the above questions are in the affirmative, arc 
Government prepared to inquire into the matter and take necessary action ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : (a) The Controller of Printing 
and Stationery is responsible to Government generally for the efficient 
administration of the Government of India Presses and Government do 
not propose to call for information regarding these administrative details 
which are matters for his discretion 

(b) to (/) Government have no information, but they are asking 
the Controller of Printing and Stationery to enquire into the allegations 
contained m parts (d) and (e) of the question 

Employees of different Communities in Lino and Mono Sections op 
THE Government of India Press, Simla 

132 BIr S 0 hntra (a) How many permanent Mono and Lino 
Operatois are there in Government of India Press, Simla, and what is the 
number of Hindus, ^luhauimadans, (.'hnstians and Sikhs ? 

(b) How' many apprentices (learners; are there m Mono and Lino 
Branches and w'hat is the number of Hindus, Muhammadans, Christians 
and Sikhs 

(c) How many Mono and Lino i5ermanent operators and learners c«re 

recruits siaec' Mr. Jawahar Khan’s appointment >aa Officiating^ Assistant 
Manai^er andwhat^E theuuiabeis of Hindus, Muhammadans, and Christians 
and 4ikha J ^ 

* ' > 'tFon? au^fret lo thS» queetfem, see aanvm to No 122. 
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The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : 

(«) Hindus Muhammadan'^ Christians Sikhs 

7 12 2 1 

(?)) and (c) There are no regular apprentices (learners) attached 
to the Ijino and Mono Sections There are a number of employees already 
in the jirf'ss A\ho have been allo\\ed at various tames to learn the opera- 
tion of tliese inaehines. When a permanent incumbent is absent the most 
suitable of tliese learneis is deputed to vork on the machine so that when 
permanent vacancies occur the Manager may have a nucleus from which 
])ermanent appointments can be made Since 1925, the foliowung press 
employees, according to communities, have had an opportunity of learning 
!(/ work on the machine 

Muhammadans 11 

Hindus 4 

Chiistians 2 

Out of these two Hindus, one Muhammadan and one Christian have been 
appointed either to the Lino or Mono Departments Of the remaining 13 
learners, one Hindu and one Muhammadan are dead One Christian left 
the press, and one Hindu was at his own request removed from the Lino 
department 

Excessive work at the Government of Inpia Press on Empire Day 

133 Mr S C. Mitra (a) Is it not a fact that under the Factories 
Act after four or five hours, half an hour rest is compulsoiy ? 

(h) Ls it not a fact that on 24th May on account of the Empire Day, 
the Government of India Press was entirely closed ? 

(c) Is it not a fact that some employees of the Press were called upon 
by Mr Jawahar Khan, Officiating Assistant Manager, to attend the Press 
for an urgent work ? 

(d) Is it nol a fact that the members concerned w^orked from about 
one p M to tw’tdve in the night and they were not allowed a bingle minute’s 
rest during the time quite contrary to the Factories Act ? 

(e) Do Government propose to make an inquiry and take action in 
the matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : {a) The Act prescribes periods 
ot rest of not less than one hour at intervals not exceeding six hours but 
the arrangement may be varied at the request of the employees concerned 

( i ) It was a closed holiday. 

(c) Yes, under the orders of the Government of India 

(d) The answer to the first part is in the affirmative and to the 
second part in the negative 

(e) Does not arise 

App<Bu«TMB]n ov 1 kdu(N8 Yard OontboiiLeiub amd 

TICK SWSRINTBNIVXNTS ON THE GRSAIK INDIAN PeMINSULA BaIRWAV* 

134. Mr. fi 0. Mitra : With reference, to the reply given to 
Ganga Nand ^inba to his starred queetioii No. 770 in the Legislative 
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Assembly of the 23rd September, 1929, will Government be pleased to 
state why, so far, it has not been found possible to employ on the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway more than one Indian as Loco-Foreman, Yard- 
Controller, and no Indian as Station Superintendent ? 

Mr. A. A L Parsons : I have called for information from the Agent, 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway, and will communicate w’lth the Honour- 
able Member on its receipt 

Appointment of Apprentices on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

135. Mr 8 0 Mitra With reference to the replies to my starred 
questions Nos r)3b and 539 put in the Legislative Assembly on the 16th 
September last in regard to the transportation apprentices on the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway, will Government be pleased to state if the 
apprentices have completed their tiainmg ? If so, what appointment'^ 
have they been posted to and do Government propose to appoint imme- 
diately these qualified recruits as Loco luspectors, Assistant Loco Fore- 
men ^ If not, why not ? 

Mr A A L Parsons I am making enquiiies from the Agent, 
Great Indian Peninsula Railwav, and will communicate with the Honour- 
able Member on receipt of the reply 

Qualifications for Posts of Health Officers of important Ports ai^d 
Municipalities in India 

136 Mr Fazal Ibrahim RahimtuUa and Mian Mohammad Shah 
Nawaz : Will Government please state if it is a fact that in accordance 
with ordeis issued by the Government of India, jiersons applying for 
appointment as Health Officer of important ports and municipalities m 
India are required to possess a diploma in Public Health granted in the 
United Kingdom and that persons who hold a Public Health Diploma 
of an Indian University are not eligible to hold such appointments t 

Sir Prank Noyce * No, Sir Loeal Governments now possess full 
power to make appointments on such terms as thev think fit to post^ 
of the kind referred to by the Honourable Member except to the Port 
Health Officerships of Bombay and Aden, which are reserved for offi- 
cers of the Indian Medical Service In the case of these tw’o posts it is 
the practice to select officers who have specialised in Public Health, but 
no rules have been laid down prescribing the qualifications they should 
possess 

Discontinuance of Summer Concession Tickets from Lahore to Sibila 

187. Dr Haad Lai : (a) Is it a fact that first and second clasa 
Rfulway concession tickets, which used to be issued m the Summer from 
Lahore to Simla m some previous years have been discontinued this 
Summer t Jf so, why ? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased state whether there has been a decrease so far in the num- 
ber of passengers this Summer up to the end of June, 1930, when cora- 
pAred with the number of passengers who travelled from Lahore to 
in the same period of the last summer t 
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Mr A A L Parsons • (a) C'oncession return tickets are being issued 
from all North Western Railwav stations to Simla — and not only from 
Lahore — as in previous \ears, but this year the fares charged over the 
Kalka-Simla section during the months of June to September have not 
been rediK^d b} about oO pei cent as m the last three years The 
latter reduction was purely experimental, and the results have not justi- 
fied its eontinuaiiee 


(6) The numher of passengers travelling from Lahore to Sanla 
during June, 1929, compare with the number in June, 1930, as follows 


Fust class 
Second class 
Inter class 
Third class 


June, 1929 
71 
106 
91 
489 


June, 1930 
70 
75 
60 
540 


MOTIONS FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Treatment RECEivtx) bvtwo Co::;gbess Volunteers from the Police iin 

Simla 

Mr. President : Last evening I received the following notice for a 
motion of adjournment from Mr Nehal Singh, M L A The notice runs 
as follows 

** Written iSlaiemcnt of the definite matter of urgent public xmportancr left with the 

Secretary under Standing Order SS which ttie undersigned proposes to discuss 

To 

The 8ec’‘et}<r\, Lepi8\ati\e Assembly, Simla 

1 Tlw't OH 13th July afternoon two European Poliee Officera at Simla Mall asked 
two Congress volunteers viho were in Congress volunteers’ uniform, and who were 
informing the ]/ubIie of meeting to be held, to leaie the Mall 

2 That volunti'ers responded that thev were doing their duty m a peaceful man- 
ner, and that peaceful oitwens of Simla the> hid everj' right to walk in the 
Mall 

3 That Iherefrne the police officers mentioned above in paragriph 1 pushed the 
ftforesaid voleiiteers and bent tlnm 

4 That HI ion cqucnie of the unlawful ind merciless beating, one of the volun 
*teerH is in pi( ( mous and diuigeiOe« condition 

5 That the abo\e mentioned unlawful conduit of th<‘ above mentioned police OjQfi 
cors agitated tin pubbe mind People m hundreds colloited 

G That the aforesaid sad and unlaivful oceurreuce has given birth to Br senous 
political agitation in Simla The present ver\ dangeroU'* condition of the seriously 
injured loluuteer h,is today caused a great sensation and Ms inhumed the public 
This present condition constitutes a definite matter of urgent public Importance within 
the purview ol siition 45 of the Manual of Business and Procedure, and the under- 
signed horeb} gives notice to the Secretary, Legialatne Assembly, that he wants to 
ask foi leave to move the Adjournment of the buainoss of the daj for the pu|i:pQ8e8 
of discussing the sime, namelj, above described definite matter of urgent public 
importance 

(Sd)‘ NHHXt BtKOa, 

^ I would like to know wbnt the Governpaettt bav« to iJay oo this 
motioiL . , T ^ ' 
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The Honourable Mr H. O Haig (Home Member) Sir, I should 
like to submit for your consideration whether these events constitute a 
matter of public importance within the meaning of the rules I can 
well understand that Honourable Members take a special interest in 
events that happen in Simla, of which accounts, possibly somewhat 
exaggerated, are likely to reach them On that particular point as to 
whether the account has been exaggerated or not, 1 would like to say 
that I recei\ed some papers onlj while I was actually in the House this 
morning and that I ha\e not had tunc yet to read through them But 
one point which I think is quite clear from those papers is that neither 
of the volunteers in question can be described in any way as being in a 
dangeious or precarious condition 

An Honourable Member . Wliat is your evidence ? 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig . It is the report ot the Deputy 
ComniiSbioner 

Mr Gaya Prasad Smgh (Muzatfarpur ettm Champaran Non-Muham- 
madan) Did he examine the volunteers ? 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig I have not been through all the 
papers, but I think it is clear that lie sent a Magistrate to examine 
them, and that the volunteers rctus«"d to go, or the Congress Committee 
letiised to send them to the hospital, and in the opinion of the Magis- 
trate they were not at all in a s«*ri(>us condition, and they would not 
agree to be examined by an Assistant Surgeon 

Well, Sir, I would submit that, though one fully realises the In- 
tel est which the House is bound to take in any incident of this naturfi 
happening in the place in which they are actually sitting, we should not, 
on that account, lose sight ot the true perspective of events Had this 
happened anywheie else I would submit that it would not be the kind 
ot thing which would be regarded as justifying the House in adjoium- 
ing its business I would suggest that the matter might peihaps be 
more conveniently dealt with bv the process ot question and answer , 
and if the Honourable Member w ishes to put a short notice question on 
the subject, so far as I am concerned, 1 shall have no objection to 
answering him 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh Sir, I am very much surprised to see that 
my Honourable friend the Home Member should have been arguing his 
case as a pettifogging lawyer m a third class Deputy Magistrate’s 
Court He takes shelter under the plea that this is not a matter of 
public importance Sir, it is in pursuance of a policy which has been 
inaugurated by the Government of India that these arrests and these 
merciless beatings are taking place all over the country , and here 'under 
the vety nose of the Government of India, and under the very shadow 
of the Viceregal Lodge and this Hoase people are being molested from 
doing thhigs which they have eve^’v right as citizens of this country to 
do 8ir, the other day I myself saw hbw the volunteers were prevented 
from going to the upper Mall, and shall have something to say if you 
rule this matter in order 

My Honohra^le friend the Home Member sRys that the wound is 
not a sCriotis one V the other day, I myself saw the injured volunteers in 
the Congress office, 

8CPB(I,A) r 
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Mr. President : The question of the seriousness of the wound has 
iiothiijg to do ^Mth the constitutional question before the House now 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh . Since the Home Member raised the point 
that it is not a serious wound, and has quoted the opinion of a verj 
eminent doctor, the Deputy Commissioner, who himself had not seen 
the ]>atients, 1 am entitled to refute it by saying that I have got in m> 
hand, m original, the certificates of Dr Mukand Lai, MB, B S , whc 
describes the condition of one as grave, and I showed the certificates to 
the Home Member yesterday, and if T may be permitted to read the 
certificate it will be clear how the condition is 

Mr President • I do not think it is necessary at this stage 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh All right, Sir, then my Honourable friend 
went on to say that the volunteers had declined to go, or the Congress 
people had ret used to send them to hospital I say they believed they 
had ample just ifieation to do so They have absolutely lost all confi- 
dence in G()\ernment, and Go\ernment otficers , and it they had been 
sent to th(‘ hospital, they thought the doctor m charge might have given 
a certifieate that th(‘ volunteers were not suffering from serious in- 
juries 

Lieut -Colonel H A J Oidney (Nominated Anglo-Indians) Ques 
tion Do not talk about doctors like that 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh * You are a nominated Member of the 
House and you have no right to question Please find out your consti 
tuency before you can question an elected Member of the House T 
am merely saying what the Congress people told me 

Lieut -Colonel H. A J. Gidney That is 'crass impertinence on your 
part How dare you insult the medical profession in this House ? I 
shall not tolerate it Though a nominated Member, my constituency is 
longer than yours and covers all India and Burma 

Mr. President * Please address the Chair 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh ’ Under rule 11 a motion for the adjourn- 
ment of the business of the Assembly for the purpose of discussing a 
definite matter of urgent public importance may be made with the con- 
sent of the President. I submit this is a definite matter in so far as the 
terms of the motion refer to a definite incident I am surprised to hear 
that It IS not a matter of public importance The right of the meanest 
citizen to walk on a public road is a matter of public importance and 
under what law can he be prevented and assault^ ? I never expected 
that the Home Member would take such a light-hearted view of this 
matter Under rule 12, it must be a specific matter of recent ooour- 
rence This is a specific matter of recent occurrence, and I therefore 
submit that this is a definite matter of urgent public importanc^^ m 
lems of the rule. And not only thnt, some time back Dr. Varma, the 
Secretary of the local Congress Committee, was unlawfully arrested and 
assaulted on the Mall Sir, the whole thing takes place in pursuance of 
a policy which has been deliberately adopted by the GoTcrament of 
India m order to crush the present Nationalist movement, which I think 
they will never be able to crush by their present methods, as the feeling 
is permeating the masses 
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Mr. M B Jayakar (Bombay Cit> Non-Muhammadan Urban) Sir, 
without importing lieat into the debate, I may say that I do not think 
that the Honourable the Home Member wrs really serioub when he said 
that this was not a matter which fell under the Standing Orders as 
raising a case for a motion for adjournment I’he Standing Order lays 
down, Sir, two or three tests , first, the matter must be of recent 
occurrence , secondly, it must be of definite public importance , and 
thirdly, it must be urgent 1 submit, Sir, all these tests are satisfied by 
the facts which have been put before us Thcv have been testified to 
by two Members of this House I maj mention, Sii, that since the 
House begati its sittings, nearly every evening complaints have been 
made to me about the unlawful behaviour of the police — it is nothing 
but unlawful — but I have said to my friends, “ let us get a statement 
from people who have witnessed the unlawful behaviour ’’ Today, Sir, 
these facts have been placed betoie the House by two Honourable 
Members who belong to the House, and they have definitely stated, in 
foul or five paragraphs, what tuev themselves have witnessed and then 
they wind up by saying that 

Thn unlawful odurrciice has given birth to a HcriouB political igitatiou m 
binila The present very d ingerous (ondition of the Beriouslv iniured \olunteer 
has causett i great sensation and ha‘^ infl uned tlie jiublic This present condition 
constitutes <i definite matter of urgent public iinportuiue within the pur\ie>v of 
section of the Manual of Bu8in<*ss and Procedure ” 

I am suipiised, Su, that in a place w'here the Viceioy resides and when 
this House IS sitting, under our vei} nose if I may say so, these breaches 
of the law are committed b> the custodians of law' and order, and yet my 
f I lend the Honourable the Home Membei says that this is not a proper 
matter of which this House can take cognisance 1 know the llgnour- 
able the Home Member, and I have too great a respect for his intelligence 
to believe that he could have been serious w'hen he argued that this was 
not a matter which the rules made it possible for us to take notice of 

Dr Nand Lai (West Punjab Kon-Muhammadan) Sir, at this 
stage we have to discuss the constitutional question We have nothing 
to do with the merits If this motion is in order, then it deserves to be 
moved Now, the best test to examine whether the motion is in order or 
not IS to look into the* provisions of paragraph 44 of the Manual of Business 
and Procedure, which appears to be the only preventive provision 
When we examine the provisions of paragraph 44, we find that this 
motion, which is now before the House is in order The point raised 
by the Honourable the Home Member is this, that the point involved 
in the motion could be raised by means of a short notice question, and 
an answer could be given Now, Sir, I do not think this ls a proper 
answer which will satisfy this side of the House He has not made out 
a case to prove that tins motion does come within any of the clauses of 
paragraph 44 It does not fall under clause (t), which says that not 
more than one such motion shall be made at the same sitting , sq this 
clause IS not applicable Clause (u) says that not more than one matter 
can be discussed on the same motioh , this is not also applicable Then 
clause (lit) says that the motion must not revive discussion on a matter 
which been discussed m the same Session ; this clause also is not 
apiihcaUe. Then comes clause (n?), which says that a motion must not 
anticipate a matter which has been previously appointed , this is also 
acPB(LA) rfi 



G58 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


[16th July 1930 


(Dr Nand Lai] 

not applicable And lastly clause (v) which says that the motion must 
not deal with a matter on uhich a Ilesolution could not be moved It 
does not fall within the jiurview of this clause either, because a Resolu- 
tion could be mo\ed This event occurred only on the 13th of this 
month, about three days af?o It is most recent , it is not a belated thing 

Then on the cpiestion of public importance Volunteer or no 
\olunteer, “ A ” or “ B ’’ has got a legitimate right to walk on the Mall 
If he is a volunteer, he is still a sub]ect of His Majesty ; he is a citizen 
of this town, and he has every light to walk on the Mall Why w^as he 
pushed ? Therefore, Sir, this is an infiingement of a public right, the 
right of every citizen of this town, and in so far as to whether this is 
a matter of public importance I say there can be no two opinions about 
it, that this IS a matter of ])ublic importance The matter is urgent, 
because the occurrence took place only three days ago No wonder, a 
number of occurrences of a similar type may take place and the public 
mav be agitated No wonder it may strengthen the present civil dis- 
obedience movement Consequently, there is no doubt that it is of the 
highest importance The matter is urgent also, because if it is not dis- 
cussed in the House, then it may result in evil consequences Urgent 
It IS, so fai as urgency is conceined, and there can be no two opinions 
about it T do not think any Member of thi-. House vmII challenge the 
question of urgency so far as this point is concerned Therefore, the 
matter being one of public importance and it being urgent, because it 
IS lecent, T submit the motion is perfectly in order according to the 
provisions of paragraph 45 of the Manual The statement of facts has 
been left viith the Secretary , a proper motion has been mov^ed , and it 
IS, tlius, in keeping with Standing Order 22, and paragraph 46 of the 
Manual of Business and Procedure, and, therefore, it must be accepted 
I am not going into the merits, but, in passing, I maj submit that there 
IS no open challenge to the whole service, I mean the police Some of 
the police officers are veiy honest , nobody can deny that The present 
motion relates to only those two sergeants or two policemen who have 
infringed the law The juiblic have got to resjiect the law , so the 
Government officials too have got to respect it, namely, the law Maiii- 
tenanee of law and order leads to happiness, and disobedience to law 
lemN to misery (Opposition Cheers » Sir, since this law has been 
infringed bv two police officeis or two policemen, I submit this motion 
must be allowed to be discussed in this House 

Mr 0 S Ranga Iyer (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions Non- 
Muhammadan Rmal) The Honourable tlie Home Member made a v^ry 
unsatisfactory statement He did not seriously question that this was 
not a matter of urgent public importance But he said that this matter 
could he raised bv means of a private question 

The Honourable Mr. H. Q Haig : I said public question, Sir, in this 
House • 

Mr 0 S Ranga Iyer : Sirv the Honouiable the Home Member also 
stated that he was m possession of certain reports It is impossible for 
this House to know all that he has got in his possession, and he said that 
he had so much in his possession that he did not find time to read 
through it Sir, the House is entitled to know what is in his possession 
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and to pasi» its own opinion It he satisfies the House, the censure motion 
will be withdrawn lie made out a case not m leteience to the motion, 
before the House, but for a motion as to why he did not disclose the 
facts Now', Sir, the question has become ev'en more urgent, because the 
Home Member has conducted an imiuiij^ into it, and the House is per- 
fectly entitled to know wdiat the result of that iiuiuiiv is in ordei to offer 
its opinion If the result of the inquir\ is satisfactoiy tlien the House 
will be inclined to withdraw the tensuie motion, but 1 think, Hir the 
present motion is quite m Older 

Mr President I qnito ayiee with in\ Ilonour.ible tiiend Dr Xand 
Lai, that at this stage we need not go into the dctaiK of the case but 
should confine oursehes oid\ to the constitutional issin* ol the motion 
before the House 

The mattei to wdnth this Motion lelates is, no doubt a definite one, 
and also a matter of recent occur lence But the meie fact of its being 
definite and of recent occurrence is not sufficient for allowing a discussion 
on the motion It must also be shown that it is “ urgent ” and of 
“ public importance ” 

The action of “ pushing ” and “ beating ” b\ ‘‘ two Eiiiopean 
Police Officers at* Simla ot “ two Congress volunteers ”, howsoever 
objectionable, unw'an anted and undesirable it may be, cannot by any 
stretch of imagination be called “ urgent ” and of “ public importance ” 

Motions for adjournment are meant for obtaining an immediate 
debate on grave and serious matters, VNhich cannot otheiwise be imme- 
diately and effectively dealt witli, and the verj' object of such motions 
will be lost if they are permitted to assume the cliaiacter of an ordinal y 
course of action of every dav occurrence “ Tlic foiraal moving of the 
adjournment of the House as a tactical method of introducing new 
matter into the day’s work has dining the nineteenth eentun Ix^en 
gradually but steadily discouraged by the rules of the House ”, says 
Josep Bedlich in his Procedure of the House of Commons Further on, 
the same author says, ” By the piesent rules such a motion for adjourn- 
ment can only be permitted in case of special urgency ” , and I am 
anxious that the same principle should he established in this House 
” The Speaker has repeatedly lefused to allov\ a Membei to move tlie 
adjournment of the House ”, savs Josep Redlich, ” on the ground that 
the matter proposed to be brought ujr by him was obviously not important 
or not urgent ” 

Moreover, distinction should also be drawn between matters to be 
discussed m this House and the matters to be discussed m the Provincial 
Councils, and to ray mind, it would be too much interference on the part 
of this House as regards provincial affairs if matters for which Provincial 
Governments are responsible are debated m this House by means of the 
extraordinary method of motions for adjouimment It would not be 
right and proper to condemn the provincial executive behind their backs 
in a place where they cannot defend, explain or justify their conduct. 
The matter referred to in this motion is certainly a provincial matter, 
which IS pot primarily the concern of the Governor General in Council 

It IS stated m May’s “ Parliamentary Practice ”, page 248, that, 

** Motjons have also bern ruled out of order when it appeared tliat the adimnistra- 
tive rosponiubiUty of the Government was not involved " 
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It may also be remarked that according to Josep Redlich, 

“ The npph(5itjon must oxactly fit the formula to ask leave to move the ad- 
journment of the Iloust for the purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent 
puLln import UK 0 , upon whnh must follow the statement of the matter referred * 

The application which has been presented by the Honourable Mr Nehal 
Singh — because of the other Honourable Member, Mr Panna Ijal 
[Mt (hiyn Prasad f^wrfh “ Rai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai”) Uai 
Bahadur Lala Panna Lai, ha\iiig withdrawn his notice — has also been 
drafted m such a foim that it does not exactly fit the formula in the 
proper form 

For the reasons I am atraid, [ most iiile the motion out of 

order 


Firing into and Violation of the Sanctity op the 
Sis-Ganj Gttrdwara at Delhi 


Mr President \otic(‘ of another motion for ad]ournnient was 
handed to me when I w'as coming to this House, on behalf of the 
Honourable Sardar Kartar Singh T do not know^ if the Honourable 
Member m ehaige has got notice, and it so, wdiether he is ready to deal 
with the question 


The Honourable Mr H G Haig : Notice w^as only handed to me m 
the middle of question time, and I naturally have not been able to gi\e 
such attention to it as I should have liked, but if you are prepared to 
consider the matter now’, I w’ould submit certain considerations 


Mr President 

the motion 


I ha\c no obiection to consider it now I will read 


I beg leave to move on afiiournmcnt of the House in order to discuss a very 
utgciit and defirutc matter of public nnport«iTi«*e, viz, the verv serious and ciitical 
sUmitioii a rising out of the most unsotisfactor} nsponse of the Government to meet 
the Sikh demands and the failure of the Government to redress the legitimate grievances 
of the Sikhs }( the firing into the Smgiig Gurdwara by the police and wounding its 
uuuutes and (aumng damage to the Gurdwara and violating its sam tity by entenne 
therein without taking off their shoes on the fith May, 1<)30 ” ^ ft 

I would like to know if the Government have any objection to this motion 


The Honourable Mr H. G Haig : Sir, I rise with some diffidence to 
suggest for consideration certain points m connection with the admiss- 
ibility of this motion, for ray Honourable friend, Mr Jayakar, has just 
accused me of not taking a serious view of these matters and has suggested 
that I put forward objections of a frivolous character I need hardly 
assure you, Sir, nor, I think, the House, that it is very far from my 
intention to raise any objections of a frivolous character, and if I put 
^fore you certain considerations, it is not with any desire to avoid 
discussion, but m order that the procedure of the House should not 
depart from recognised and sound lines 


Now, Sir, this motion relates to the sequence of events following on 
the unforturiat^ firing which took place in Delhi on the 6th May and 
I wish to submit that the events to which the Honourable Member seek* 
to draw attention cannot reasonably be considered to be matters of 
urgent importance within the iheaning of the rules. I have not with me 
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at the moment the ruling bearing on the point, but I referred to them 
two days ago in connection with another motion, and I have no doubt 
that they are very well witiiin your recollection The firing at Delhi 
took place on the 6th May Subsequent to that, a magisterial enquiry 
into all the events of that dav took place, and the results ot that 
magisterial enquiry were published, T should sa>, some three weeks or 
a month ago Further, the mattoi has engaged the most serious and 
sympathetic attention of the Oo\ernment of India and of Ills Exeelloney 
the Viceroy himself Again, some time ago — I regiet T have not got the 
dates with me, but certainly it must have been before the eommencement 
of this Session — IIis Excellene> the Viceroy received a deputation, a 
very rejiresentative deputation, of Sikh gentlemini to discuss this \ery 
uiattei wnth them Now, I understand that it is sought to bring torwaid 
this motion in ordei to express an ojunion on the loply whieli vas then 
gnen by Ills Exeelleney the Viceroy on behalf ot his Go\ eminent 1 
submit Sir, that it the* Honourable Member wished to raise this (j[uestion 
lie had ample oppoitunity to put down a Besolution at the boginning oi 
this Session and that it would not he in accordance with the established 
])raetice of this House that the matter should now" be raised after this 
length of time 

Dr Nand Lai Before I mav have the honour of availing myself of 
your kind permission to addiess you on this constitutional que^stion, may I 
respectfully ask whether any other statement has been annexed to this 
motion or not ? My information is that another statement containing the 
most recent occurrences and the most recent unhappy incidents, which 
occurred only a few days ago, and which are expected to occur on the 17th 
(Laughter) have been embodied Lawyers will not misconstrue this 
Only those who are laymen will not appreciate this May I most respect- 
tully ask wdiether any statement has been annexed to this motion in addi- 
tion to what has been read out by the learned Chair ? 

Mr President . If the Honourable Member null resume his seat, 
I will answer his question The only statement which I have received 
along with the motion which I have just read to the House is the following 
covering letter from the Honourable Member 

‘‘ To the Setrettir\, Legisl »tive Assembh 

Dear Sjt, 

I give notice that I will move in 'idiournnient of the Ilou^e m oidci to diw usa the 
att.jched motion which concerns a very urgent and definite matter of pubhc faa- 
portanoe 

I remain, 

Yours faithfully, 
KABTAR SINGH, M L A 

Besides this statement, I have received no other statement on any fact about 
this matter 

Dr Kand l*al : Now, I shall avail myself of your kind permission 
and I must obey the Chair 

Mr, President : The Chair would not compel you to speak 
(Laughter ) 

Dr, Himd tat : This being a gift from the Chair to me, I would 
like to avail myself of it. Now, Sir, the Honourable the Home Member, in 
his usual eloquent manner and usual intelligent method, has stated his 
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case He bas dilated upon one point, namely, that the occurrences took 
place on the 6th May, 1930, and that consequently tins motion can never be 
characterised as one of urgency In addition to that, he has made a re- 
ference to a subsidiary and collateral point, namely, that there was a judi- 
cial inquiry by a Magistrate The third subsidiary point that he has re- 
ferred to 18 that the matter was referred to His Excellency the Viceroy 
and that His Excellency was pleased to express his views theieon. My 
humble reply to these is this If my knowledge of la^v is not limited and 
if my grammatical construction of the word “ urgency ” is not inaccurate, 
then I submit that the occurrence of the 6th May is not to be construed 
as a belated occurrence, because in law and in procedure we do not ftnd 
it mentioned that a certain specific period should not pass between the 
date of the occurrence and the date of the motion I cannot deny that the 
delay should be of a reasonable charactei Two months, three months or 
eight months oi ten months are a delay which can be construed as being 
unavoidable We should take the law and the letter of the provision m a 
reasonable manner My submission is that, if my construction and my 
view of the word “ urgent ” is not inaccurate — and I belie\e it is accurate 
— then this date may be construed as such that it does not violate the idea 
of urgency Urgency consists of what it will lead to if this motion is not 
discussed TTrgency has nothing to do with the question of time or delav 
It has to be compared with the consequences which it will lead to I very 
respectfully differ from those gentlemen who take a contrary view Then 
I say that this motion is of a public character The Sis-gunj is a sacred 
dharamsala belonging to the Sikhs It is not the property of “ A ”, “ B ”, 
** C ” or ” D ” It IS a pubbe institution which is considered sacred 

Mr 0 S Ranga Iyer (Rohilkund and Kumaon Dmsions Xon- 

Muhammadan Rural) I slioidd like to know if this speech is in order ^ 

Mr President Most certainly 

Dr Nand Lai : The Sikhs are a very loyal community They 

have produced great soldiers whose loyalty is an established fact There- 

fore this question is of a public character The Sikhs have taken this 
incident to their hearts Their sacred place has been ruthlessly violated 
I know non-Sikhs may not look upon this motion as one of public im- 
portance We have to deal with this question with reference to the 
people to whom it relates A rule of law may be applicable to community 
” A ” and community ” A ” will be m a position to say whether it is of 
public importance or not 

Rai Bahadur S C Dutta (Surma Valley cum Shillong Non- 
Muliammadan) Will the Honourable gentleman say whether the incident 
is of recent occurrence ? 

Dr Nand Lai • A question has been put to me whether the oc- 
currence 18 recent You may take any dictionary and see the meaning of 
the word ” recent ” The incident may have occurred in April or January 
No date is gn en nor a specific penod is mentioned in order to make an 
event a recent event If you turn to any important law book or journal, 
you wull find therefrom that the phrase recent occurrence ” does not 
mean that it relates to only an event which occurred two days back or 
two or three weeks back {An Honaurable Member • ” A century back ”) 
Therefore, it is recent , it is not belated , it did not Occur two years 
back or ten years back, and therefore it is recent The w'ord recent ” 
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should be taken in its proper grammatical sense “ Recent ” is different 
from “ present ” (Laiightei ) Well, if any Honourable Member of this 
House wishes to enter into a debate with me on the grammatical construc- 
tion of the words “ recent ’’ and “ piesent ”, I am quite prepared to do 
it (Hear, hear ) 

Mr B. Das (Orissa Division Xon-Muhammadan) May I inquire, 
Sir, if there is any time-limit at this stage ? 

Mr President • It is sueli an nnpoitant question 1 thiniv ihat 
Dr Nand Lai’s speech should not be restricted by any time-limit 

Mr D K Lahin Chaudhury (Bengal Landholders) On a point 
of information, Sir, is the Honourable Member making a speech, or 
making observations on the adjoin nment motion ? 

Mr. President Dr Nand Lai 

Dr. Nand Lai . Noi\, 811, this House 

Mr 0 S Ranga Iyer 8u, m connection with this adjoin nment 
motion (Several H(rn(ni) able Memhets ” Louder please ”) 1 vant 

a definite ruling from you whether the Honourable Membei can, at this 
stage, bring in matters which are not connected wnth the motion 

Mr President . I think the speech of the Honourable Member is 
quite in order 

Blr Amar Nath Dutt (Burdivan Division Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) The Honourable Member should know that Dr Nand Lai is a 
Doctor of Laws 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir (Bombay City Non-Muhammadan Urban) 

I rise to a point of order Is it peimitted for one Honourable Member to 
whisper to the President his point of order unlike my Honourable friend, 
Dr Nand Lai ? We have not heard his point of order 

Dr Nand IaI : As, Sir, you are better aware than my humble sell, 
when any political question relating to the constitution or rule of law 
arises in any legislative body, primarily it ought to be discussed and 
determined with reference to the procedure of business, or what is called 
the Manual of Business Is it laid down anywhere in this little book 
(which can be got by heart within two hours) as to what is the meaning 
of the word ” recent ” ? What right have you got, then, to go beyond 
the author of this Manual ? 1 am justified, then, m submitting before 

you, Sir, that no definition of the word ” recent ” is given in this book, 
and therefore the general, and a common sense, definition is applicable 
When any statute is silent with reference to the definition of a specific 
phrase, then we can take assistance from general applicability and general 
use So far as the general use and the popular view of the word “ re- 
cent ” IS concerned, this occurrence, which took place on the 6tb. of May, 
1930, was a recent one , and if there is any Honourable Member of this 
House ivho challenges the correctness of my interpretation, he ought to 
cite some authority and not merely make some unsupported assertion 
Consequently, I submit that the mo5t faithful guide, wlueh has been pro- 
vided in this Manual, is section 44 Now since that section does not 
debar this motion, it, thus, deserves to be discussed Well, if there is any 
flaw in^ thiSjJVJanual regulating the procedure, then the Honourable Mem- 
ber, who has moved this motion, is not to blame He cannot conceive 
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anything beyond the scope of this Manual (An Honourable Member * 
“ Xo If you, Sir, restrict the meaning of the word “ recent to 

occuirenees which took place yesterday or the day before yesterday or a 
week back, then I would submit to the Honourable and learned Chair that 
\ou would then intuse some provision into the Manual which is not em- 
bodied in it and 1 would submit to ^oll then, Sir, that vou should not 
introduce an\ thing new into this Manual of Procedure Therefore I sub- 
nnt, Sii, — and I will now thank vou, Sir, for vour kind permission to me, 
and will also thank this House, though they interrupted me, for the lu- 
dulgence they gavi* to me ((’hems ) — that this motion is in ordei I am 
not going into the merits — as the Honourable the Home Member has made 
some allusion to these things — T am not entitled to go into the merits I 
am simply discussing the constitutional point whether this motion is m 
Older or not It (h‘serves to be in order , it is of a definite charaetei, 
since the Sis-ganj Gurdwara wms the onlj subject of firing from machine 
guns bv wav ot assertion of strength This as the Honourable the Mo\ei 
of this motion sa\s, was quite uncalled for, and has violated the sanctitv of 
that temple Therefore, it is of public importance, and of a definite 
character There is no ambiguity about it It was also a recent 
occurrence, the incident having taken place on the 30th May 1930 

The Honourable Mr. H Q Haig On tin* 61 h May 

Dr Nand Lai , Thank \ou very much- there* the Honourable the 
Home Member is (piite right And it is urgent, because it may lead to 
veiv undesirable consequences T had allowed myself to give vent to 
one expectation, though I am sorry that it could be expected, which was 
tins that it some fothas have started and those jafha^ go on to Delhi on 
the 17th, then some undesirable incidents mav occur Some gentlemen 
associated themsehes with the exhibition of laughter when I hinted at 
this However, the woid “ uigency ” is applicable to the present occur- 
rence, to the recent occurrence and to the occurrences which may crop up 
mimed lateJy after If my learned friends will look into the definition, 
they wdl certainly agree with me. Of course nobody can prevent them 
from not understanding the reality of the argument Nobody can prevent 
them from thinking aright or not thinking aright While thanking the 
Chair again, I may submit that, so far as the constitutional point is con- 
cerned, it iH not violated by the fact that there was some sort of inquiry 
or investigation by a Magistrate, who might or might not have erred. 
Thcieby this constitutional point is not minimised, because some com- 
munication was made to the highest authority. I may mention again 
that the force of this constitutional point is not infringed if there was 
some inquiry by a^’^Iagistrate. We have nothing to do with the details. 
We should examine and discuss the matter within the four corners of 
article 45 of the Manual I submit, Sir, that the present motion, which 
has been so ably read out by the learned Chair, is in order. I submit it 
IS urgent. 

Sardar Kartar Singh (East Punjab ; Sikh) • Sir, the matter is 
very serious, urgent and important and yet I am sorry to find my 
Honourable friend, the Home Member, speaking m a light-hearted 
manner and saying that the events of 6th May are not urgent, nor im- 
portant. I submit, Sir, that my motion deals wi^ the present senoua 
and difficult situation I want to discuss the present serious and critical 
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Situation arising out of the most unsatisfactory reply of the Government 
to meet the Sikh demand and the failure of the Government to redress the 
legitimate grievances of the Sikh regarding the firing into the Sis-ganj 
Gurdwara by the police and wounding its inmates and causing damage 
to the Gurdwara and violating its sanctity by entering therein without 
taking oif their shoes on 6th May, 1930 As regards the importance of 
the events of 6th May, I submit, Sir, that everybody in this House is 
convinced that the events of that day were tragic and of utmost urgent 
importance Nobody can deny that fact Jkly Ilonouiable friend the 
Home Member may den> it, but oven he, in his heart of hearts, must 
feel that the matter is a \ery urgent one and the event extremely deplorable 
Even Ills Excellency the Viceroy, m his speech, admitted that the in- 
cidents were extremely deplorable and regiettable I submit, Sir, that the 
occurrence of the 6th May caused deep resentment amongst the Sikhs and 
this resentment, Sir, might perhaps be unknowm to my other friends 
But the Sikhs feel great resentment on that account For that leason 
lhe\ .i|)point(‘(l an impartial Gommittee of Inquiry 

Mr President The Honourable Member is now going into details 
of the motion 

Sardar Kartar Singh I do not w^ant to go into details I want to 
submit that a difficult situation had arisen and there was a recent Com- 
mittee nt In<piir\ which rocoided its findings Tlien we submitted a 
Resolution to His Excellency the Viceroy and the Government gave us 
a reply which does not respond to our demands In fact it is no reply 
at all 

Mr President . When w^as this reply given 1 

Sardar Kartar Singh • The reply was written on the 2nd July and 
it reached the S G P C on the 4th July this year. My Honourable 
friend cannot say that it is not recent, because the reply reached the 
S O P C only on 4th July Then they met on 7th July and passed a 
Resolution to send a jatha oi 100 people to Delhi That jatha is now on 
its way to Delhi They will reach there tomorrow and then start an 
Akhand Path there After the recitation is over, they will hold a meeting 
on 20th July, and then take their decismn as to the course of action they 
should take I submit, Sir, that a very serious situation is going to arise, 
and let the Government take note of it A very serious agitation will take 
place unless the Government are agreed to concede the Sikh demands 
The Government should not think that they can turn a deaf ear to the 
legitimate demands of the Sikhs Everybody knows that, from the point 
of view of religion, we feel the most, and I think my Hindu and Muslim 
friends also feel the same on this point. The Honourable the Home Mem- 
ber might think it a very ordinary thing going to a place of worship with 
shoes on, but we resent it the most The police entered the Gurdwara with 
shoes on 

Ifir Ihreaujent : That IS not a point of constitution, that is, going 
with dboes on. It is going into details of tl^e motion* 

8&rd«r Kturtaa* : My submission is this, that the demands 

which we inade are quite reasonable, and the Government have failed to 
keet those demands, and oh account of the failiire of the Government to 
meet those demands, which were very legitimate and which were supported 
by the fihdmgs of a very impartial Committee of Inquiry, and which every 
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reasonable man would think proper, and on account of the failure of the 
Government to appreciate the point of view of the Sikhs, a very serious 
situation, w hich everybody \\ ants to avoid, has arisen, and it is for the Gov- 
ernment to ease the situation by taking suitable measures I have brought 
forward this motion in order to give a chance to the Government to make 
amends We have been bringing it to the notice of the Government for 
the last several days, but the Government did not pay any heed to it 
They thought the matter was not urgent, that the matter was not im- 
portant and that it was not recent The matter is ecen now taking place 
Even now people are on their way to that place and they are going to hold 
a meeting There is going to be a big agitation If you think it is not 
urgent and it is not recent, it will be your duty to face the situation My 
duty IS simply to bi mg it to your notice I think the matter is very serious 
and urgent and it should be discussed on the floor of this House so that 
the Government might say what their policy is as regards places of worship 
Would they a\oid a recurrence of such an event in future ? Or would 
they not like to punish the wrong doers ? Or would they hold a com- 
mittee of mipiiry, consisting of impaitial people w^ho wmuld command 
public confidence ? These are our demands, and if the Government are 
willing to meet those demands, the situation will be eased Otherwise the 
situation will become very grave, and w'lll grow graver and graver every 
day 

This, Sir, IS my submission If still the Government think of the 
matter m a light-hearted manner, let them do so at then own risk Let 
them ha\e their own way But it is for you, Sir, to decide, you being an 
Indian, jou can well imagine the religious feeling of the people of India 
We feel most on the jiomt of religion, and perhaps the Government do not 
realise the feelings ot the people The situation is really veiy serious and 
I cannot find enough words to convey to the Government the seriousness 
of the situation, the urgency of the matter and its importance It is a 
matter of utmost public importance, and I think the Government should 
take note of the fact that the matter is very serious, urgent and important 
and they should not simply brush it aside by saying that the events took 
place on the 6th May and so it is not of recent occurrence The events 
no doubt did take place on 6th May It was in the hands of the Govern- 
ment to redress those grievances They, by their inaction to move in the 
matter, have brought about a situation which is much moie serious than the 
events of the 6th May Therefore I submit, Sir, that the matter being 
urgent and impoitant, the motion should be allowed 

Mx President : Does the Honourable Member, Captain Hira 
8ingh, want to say anything on the motion 1 

(No reply was given by the Honourable Member ) 

I am really very conscious of the religious susceptibilities of the Sikhs on 
this matter I know that our Sikh friends are strictly a religiously inclined 
people, and like the Mussalmans, anything that touches their religibn goes 
to their hearts I am also convinced, by th^ eloquent and learned advocacy 
of my Iloiiouiable friend, Dr Nand Dal, that it is a matter of iqiportance 
and that it is a definite matter, but 1 am very sorr> to find that ^^veu his 
eloquence could not convince me of the fact that it is a matter of recent 
occurrence ” lam also sorry to aay that J am not convinced that this matter 
could not have been brought before the House earlier than it has beem done 
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today This question, I think, is fully covered by the ruling Mdiich the 
Chair gave the other day on the motion of Maulvi Mohammad Shafoe 
Daoodi Whatever may be my religious feelings on this question, as I am 
a creature of the constitution, I do not think I ^ill be justified in allowing' 
a debate on this motion for adjournment 


RESOLUTION EE OUTBREAK OF LAWLESSNESS AT DACCA 

Mr President : The first Resolution on the agenda was ballotted 
1 p in the name of Mi B Das, but I think he has authorized 

Mr Neogy to move that Resolution So 1 call upon him 

to move it 

Mr K C Neogy (Dacca Dnision Non-Muhammadan Rural) Sir, 
I beg to move the following Resolution 

“ This Tofoninunids to the no\ornor Oenoral in rounoil to publish nil 

enrrespondeiict that hns pn^sec between the Govtrnmont of India and the Govern 
ineiit of Ilengal in coniieotion ^Mth the recent outbrenk of liwlessness in the Citv of 
Daera uid its neighbourhood ’’ 

1 must, first of all, thank my Honourable friend, Mr Das for permitting 
me to move this Resolution, which affects me and my constituency very 
\itully I think I should also thank the ballot box, inanimate as it is, for 
hating displayed a lively appreciation of the importance of this question 
and for having placed it at the top of the ballot list on two successive 
days Sir, since I came to Simla this time, if there is one slogan with 
which the roof of this House, if not the sky of Simla, has been reverberat- 
ing, it IS this “ Govern or abdicate ” I quite agree that the Govern- 
ment must govern and, indeed, Sir, if I am here to-day and if all of us 
are here to-day, it is for the purpose of helping the King’s Government 
to be carried on according to the constitution (Hear, hear ) But I 
must ask m all humility whether it is not a fact that the King’s Govern- 
ment abdicated in favour of the hooligans for several days and several 
nights in the unhappy city of my birth Sir, before proceeding further, 
I should like to produce before this House the testimony of an octogenarian 
citizen of Dacca He is a leading gentleman of the city and his name is 
familiar to every Bengalee — I mean Babu Ananda Chandra Roy, a leader 
of the old generation From his siek-bed this gentleman addressed the 
following letter to one of the Members of the Executive Council of the 
Government of Bengal He says 

“ For an old man who saw the Hopoy Mutiny of 18 j 7 it is unbelievable that 
under British rule there could be such horrors us looting and burning of houses and 
killing of men in broad da\ light in the town of Dacca, some times before the very 
eyes of Goieriiment oflacials and the FoJue, who did not care to stop them I pray 
to ^ou to place before His £xcellencv the ease of Dacca, which was in the hands of 
the rowdies for ae\cral days and nights just as ho read in history about the aoi’k of 
Delhi by Nadirshah Kmdiv move to appoint a Committee to make a sifting inquiry 
into the matter, as the popular belief is that Government hae apparently allowed these 
things to be done for the sake of policy and one is helpless and cannot blame the 
people if thet are dnven to these comluiions by the force of cireumstances 

What follows IS pathetic : 

Being a moderate of the old school, I have still faith m British justieo , so 
please let^e dfe vVith the same faith Let the Government take prompt action in 
this Dacca matter at an early date, and for God's sake do not drive these people who 
are yet loyal into the folds of the extremist agitators " 
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Then he continiie'> 

“ Oal^ tho other day I seat a letter to Excellency the Vitoioy alouij ''»th 

*\Jjharu)i la^ore givnig mj w hole lic*arted support for law and order, but I did 
not for ,i ii.oniciit thmk at that time that I should be rudely shaken b} the local 
authontv's’ behiviour in tiie present not here at Dacia ” 

Sir, shortly after the ne\\.s of the disturbances at Dacca percolated 
through the mutiied wires, through the censored telegrams, to Calcutta, 
som(‘ leading citi/ens of Calcutta issued a long statement m which they 
summed uf) the situation They pointed out that for one w^eek, if not 
for more, all the courts ot law were closed, and responsible judicial officers 
could not stir out ot their houses Most of the post offices m the city 
were closed and tliose that were open could only conduct their work with 
the help of a \er> small proportion of the staff There was no regulai 
delivery of the mails for all this time 

Mr H A Sams (Director-General ot Posts and Telegiapiis; The 
delivery of mails was discontinued tor three days only 

Mr K 0 Neogy I am veiy much obliged to my Honourable 
friend toi pointing out this to me, but even that ought to suffice for the 
purpose of establishing the seriousness of the situation If for three ilay^ 
the mails could not be delivered, is not that fact serious enough ? But 
1 maintain that, so tar as the smaller post offices are concerned, they did 
not transact any business tor ver\' many days after that My Honoui- 
able friend must be talking of the Head Post Office of Dacca, w'hieh delivei- 
ed letters only through the window to people wffio could reach the post oUicc 
by braving the murderers on the W’ay But what were the authorities 
doing V 1 may hero pause and say that I am going to disappoint my 
Honourable friend the Home Member if he expected that I was going to 
raise a communal issue on this occasion 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig (Home Member) I am very glad 
indeed to hear that assurance 

Mr K 0. Neogy Sir, about 60 Indian lives are believed to have 
been lost at Dacca I am not going to say how many of them were 
Hindus and how many Muhammadans That does not matter at all 
Propel ty worth half a crore has either been looted, burnt down, or other- 
wise destroyed And yet what w'ere the authorities doing f The leaders 
m Calcutta, to whom I have already referred, point out in their manifesto 
the amazing tailure of the executive authorities to take adequate measures 
to cope with the situation 

“ This »eems ”, say thev, ” to present a strange contrast to the promptitude, 
vigour and display of force mth which the movement of civil disobedience is being met 
by tho authorities all over the country ” 

Sir, I Will now quote from another distmguished authority I do 
not know whether my Honourable fnend cares to read the Bengal news- 
papers. But I do hope that he does read the Bengalee, which is edited by 
my esteemed fnend, Mr. Sarma. Now, what did Mr Sarma himself in lus 
editorial article say about the situation f I am quoting from my memory, 
but I hope my Honourable friend will correct me if I am wrong. He said 
that the situation at Dacca had discredited the Government more than all 
the salt law breakers taken together. This is the testimony of a gentleman 
who considers the prestige of Government to be no less dear to him than his 
own. 
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Sir, may I now, in order to give the House an idea of the seriousness 
of the situation, give a fe\\ extracts trom signed statements which I have 
got with me and which w’ere made by witnesses who appeared before the 
oriicial Committee of Inquiry These statements cannot be discredite<i by 
my Honourable friend, the Home Member, as not having stood the test of 
cross-examination I have got w ith me many signed statements of witnesses 
who have come forward and gi\en e\idence before the official Committee 
of Inquiry which is sitting at the })resent moment at Dacca I am going 
to cull just a few samples of the evidence which they gave before the Com- 
mittee of Inquiry in connection wuth the Dacca inquiry I have taken 
these statements at random I will begin with one person, who lost about 
Rs 10,000 w'orth of goods by reason of his shop being looted He says 

“ shop 1 \iail)k' fiom tin* Xaw ibganj Poluc Rtotion, and is vor> closo to tin* 
l^ilkliana L itt ilioii, the he ukjuartc rs of the EiiaU'rn Bengal Frontier Rifles At the 
time ot the incident, I rm to the Nawabgm) Police Station and c. night hold of the 
feot ot the Ha\ildir ,ind entrt'itcd him to save m> shop The II ivild ii s ml ‘ (to 
to the ( ongress and Gokiil B.ibu and take Sv\ ira] ’ (Cnen of ‘ Shame, Shame ’) 
M} shop was looted tor eight hours, .ind in spite of entreaties, the Police did not 
< ome fon\ lid t( ai\( tlie shop e know the names of main of these goondas, and 
know inaiiv Ija f n e, and we lodged intorm.ition at the Tliana \boiit a week ittc r 
the Polu(‘ ( in;e, but has not .nrested *iinbodj up to now ” 

(That IS, during one month from incident ) 

Sir, I will trouble the House with a tew more extracts, 
and for this leason, that thanks to the policy which the Honourable Mem- 
ber has initiated, the Press has been so thoroughly gagged, so thoroughly 
demoralised that the most important points are not being published in the 
newspapers today, although they make a pretence of reporting the pro- 
ceedings of this Committee 

The next witness is another shopkeeper who lost goods woith Rs 1,500 

“ Four or five policomen were standing near the shop whale it was being looted 
1 can identifv the gooud is Polne (ame 7 or 8 da\s after information No arrests 
or house seinhes made ” 

— although one month has elapsed 

Then the owner of a medical stores says • 

“ Noticed from a distance a or b police constables sittang in a verandah on the 
public road opposite my shop The shop was being looted Polue did not permit 
me to enter my shop, nor did they prevent gooudas from looting and destroj mg pro 
perty Lodged information No search, no irrest ” 

Then I come to another shopkeeper who lost goods worth Rs 4,000 • 

** The shop was in flames Boeing a or 7 policemen standing there, I attempted to 
bring out whatever articles remained m m> shop, but the pohee prevented me by 
aaying, “Go to Gokul Babu and take Swaraj “ 

The next man is another shopkeeper who says 

“ Two policemen p.issed bj while shop was being looted I asked them to save 
our property, but thej went away The police station is two minutes’ walk from 
my shop ” 

Another man says the following 

“ The police station is onlj 5 or 7 minutes’ walk from my shop When my 
shop was attacked, I sent my brother through the back door for giving information h* 
the pobce The Havildar said to my brother, “ Why hare you come to inform the 
police f Go to ♦^ho Congressmen ’ ’ After much entr^Ues by my brother, the 
Hanldar to Lalbagh thana (possibly to a superior authority) and then told 

my brother, ^ We hare got no orders to go You won’t get any police ’ ’ ’ 

Here also there has been no investigation, no searches, no arrests, though 
the names of goondas were given in the first information 
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Mr President Onler or(l<‘i I have no mfention of interrupting 
the Honourable Member, but I believe the Honourable Member knows thai 
tli(‘ (bscussion of a Resolution shall be strictly limited to the subject of the 
Resolution I should like the Honourable Member to let me know how 
this discussion is connected wuth his Resolution which asks Government tc 
publisli all correspondence that passed between the Government of Iiidin 
and the Government of Bengal 

Mr. K 0 Neogy 8ir, J submit with very great respect that thu 
procedure is a well-known Parliamentary method of raising a general 
debate on any point at issue, and it is partly for that reason that I framed 
It ill this manner Apart from that, I wanted to know what action the 
Govcinment of India had taken in the matter, having regard to the iin 
portance of tin* incidents that I have just now alluded to , and it is for 
the pur])ose of pointing out to this House the very grave importance of the 
subject, that I jirojiose to go into some of the details, so that my Honour- 
<di'e friend ma> not get up and say that it is after all a matter of provincial 
im]) 0 itdnce and they cannot be expected to interfere That is my submis 
^lon 


8ir, may I proceed ? The next gentleman says * 

I Av.is walking ilong the ronfl and was suddenly set upon, by some qoondas 
I found 10 or 111 Gurkha or Garhw.ili military polKcmon passing I and four others 
sought their protection which wa** refused I said, “ They will kill us aud jou will 
not Htaiul bA and protect us? " One of the Gurkha policemen replied, “ We have 
got no orders to do aha thing (HamloJc Tco Icuch karneko hukm neht hat) 

\ gooinM struck mo with a lalhi I clasped a Gurkha policeman and entreated 
him to save nn life The other people accompanying me were also beaten with lathis 
ind lods To ni\ utter dismay I tonnd that not a single Gurkha raised his little 
finger to piotcct us, but were nnrchmg all the while We passed the police club 
shouting for help, but noboch came to our roscue ’’ 

He had a providential escape through the intervention of a priest of 
a temple near by, who dragged him into the temple somehow while he was 
passing by 

iViiother man w^ho lost goods worth about Rs 10,000, says 

“ When all m) belongings in the shop were being looted, u parU of four armed 
Garhwah policemen mine up in a bus and alighted m Hont of our place They simply 
said ** Hat lao ** to the looters, and m spite of my reejuest to them to arrest them, 
the} did not arrest them Even in their very presence the goondas were removing the 
goods of 111 } alio]) Those armed policemen told us to leave the place then., else tve 
d ould (iho lost oui hies Having said this they took us, vi 2 , my daughter m-law, my 
brother's son, and niVself up into the motor bus, which was stopped at the bend of 
the Chowk The Magistrate, the City Superintendent, and Seigeants were there My 
brother's son, Hukhlal Pal, B Sc , got down there, and told the Sahibs, ‘ They are 
cariMiig us to liospital, but tlicie is still a lot of goods in our shop, which is being 
looted still , so praj, post some police far protection ’ In reply the Magistrate said 
that he conic/ not siHite any police And so we were carried to the hospital, w'here I 
'im still an indoor patient ' ’ 

Here ib the i\Ianagiiig Director of a cotton mill I am not going to 
tiie the House with any lengthy extracts from his statement He says that, 
while looting was going on, he encountered a Sahib in police dress, and he 
stated at the time of looting • 

“ Ap Ixhooshi ha%y jatd% lao 

He saw not only male goondas, but also females and children taking 
away articles from that shop. I may mention m passing that all the 
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crimes, all the murders, all the looting and all the arson that took place 
were committed in broad da> light The goondas preferred the daytime to 
night for the purpose of committing their depredations, because they had 
nothing to fear from anybody 

Then, Sir, I will skip over manv other statements Now I will come 
to the statement made bj^ a Government official, a lady, Head Mistress In 
charge of the Vernacular Training School, a Government institution 
Referring to the looting which was being carried on in the neighbourhood, 
she says 

“ Tliero \sei<' several polKoiutn {)ri'soiit on the spot and tlu'v were loitering m 
the stieei Without caring for wluit w is going oin I also saw that an iron safe waj 
broken will' an ixe ind as soon as the suti broken, some poli< enion who were 

armed vith guns i.iiue forward and fired blank shots as a result of whu h the goondas 
tno\ed hick The contents of the iron ile w^ere currency notes, etc These wore 
tlun liurriedh taken by the polKemen, who pocketted them inside their coats *’ 

This IS the testimony of a lady who is also a Government servant 

I will not trouble the House with any further extracts from her state- 
ruent, although it is very interesting Then I will come to the testimony 
ot a European, Mr Hodgen, the Agent of the India General Navigation and 
Kailw't'\ Company, the rcpreiSentati\e ot the steamer services at Dacca I 
mav mention that foi se\eral days the steamers carrying passengers did 
not stop at Dacca, such was the seriousness of the situation He says 

“ I am tho General \gent of the Badnintali steamer ghat 1 am a European 
Vs far <is T lemcmber, Httamors from BjiriRiil arrived at about 11 pm on the 24th 
Ma\, BMO All passengers ext ( pt a \or\ tt u were booked to Nara\angan] that very 
nigJit under m;\ instructions ’ ’ 

— because he did not consider it safe for the pawssengers to alight 

“ one gtntlcmaii with lus tuiiiih stoppttl m mv ottite tliat night I phoned to 
th(* polict foi sending armed guards, but got no rt spouse tliat night I know of one 
ocniiKiui just outside the stitiou in tlie afttrnoon One man was fatall) wounded and 
two others w ( rt iiijure'l These wounded nun were sent to the hospit.il by a boat 
from th( si lamer station ’’ 

Ana here. Sir, let me pause tor a moment and pay my tribute of admiration 
and thankfulness to this European gentleman who by all accounts rendered 
great assistance to the people in distress {Dt Nand Lai “ Ileai, hear 
Then he says . 

'‘On 8unda> morning, the 25th, t saw a i row d of Muhammadans collected before 
the nec shop to the east side of the sLition The shop is owned by a Umdu The 
police came and went aw<i^ from the 8j[>ot The shop was looted b^ Muhammadane. 
The Hindu owner left the rue shop on Moiulac morning bv boat for Tarpasa and told 
me verball> before his dep.irture th.il Ks 1 "iOO jii cash and his stock of nee had been 
taken away by the looters Iso booking of passengers w is made from the office as the 
clerks wore afraid to attend office at night Banaal steamer was directed to go ina 
Narayanganj, Some motor launch services and the Dhaleswari (Manikganj) service 
were stopped for some days Goods were jebooked to the consignors I have no gun. 
The Janmdars and the police of the stition are unarmed ** 

Now, Sir, I come ty another Government officer, another lady, the Principal 
of the Government College for Girls at Dacca She says 

“ Since the 24th to 28th May, the period of the not, I was here stopping in the 
school premwes, I did not know w hat sleep was I do not remember how many 

tunes I phoned to pohee to send me some pickets to protect this locality whiiJh 
IS very loneK and isolated , but everv time I waa told either, ‘ Let me note il 
down ' or ‘ None available ’ ’ ’ 

8CPB(LA) 0 
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These are the t\vo replies which she got, and remember this was the case 
of a lady official living with some other ladies who were m her charge in 
that isolated place 

In t!i<‘ (leiunij t ai^nui phoinvl to the poh< e officer , T told him th it being the 
Prim ipuJ of I Ctoierumeiit iintitutiou foi women, I (OulU luturullv claim proteetion, 
but nothing w.i'< dom foi m. Things re,i< lic^l their dniiax on tlio 26th on which 

d&j about 1 1 M I liuge mob of ruffinns rushed towards us from the Pmkland bund. 
(TtWB iR a jiroimnado luniiing right along the river ) The> all eatned with them dead- 
ly wt ijions — daggers, big /oZ/i/i .ind a tew guns In the (lowd there were some 
dressed in klnki 7 uio|H.tn nnitoim '1 h< mob retinmd from the direition of ^adar 
gl>at« All tlm time tluv wtuc hurling their ilaggers and laUns and shouting t 
notked a man among them over whoso head an umbiella was held b} another, and T 
was told bi one of nn servants that he was — 

(I do not propose to gne the name here, but he was a prominent man at 
Dacca ) 

With great diffieulty she managed to get a car from a friend of hers 
for going to some fi lends Then she says 

“ Ah 1 waH getting into the lar I found i number ot poluemen, polue constables^ 
standing near tlu < n , wIku iske<l as to w'h\ the hooligins wen not rcstruned from 
IhP atixaities the> were lomnutting in the town, the\ said ^ Miun-^ahnan ko rukhneka 
hvkum vchx fiai, hamlok ka karenqt * (That is, tin's are not pernntteit to oppose 
the Mus^alm in'* , what could the} do ?) ’ ” 

{Cues of “ Shame, shame ”) This is the testimony of a Government ser- 
vant, a lad} holding a very responsible position, and this has stood the tost 
of cioss-examination bv the official Committee of Incpiirv 

iSow, I come to a police officer — a retirei] Inspector ot Police he 
lives with his oldei brother n ho is a letired additional Superintendent 
of Police The whole famil} seems to have served the Police Depaitment 
very loyallv, because there is also leterence to a nephew ot liis \^ho was 
peTOonallv coneeined in these riots and was hurt He savs 

T Hiiw hcxdigaiis and foinbs uid childrmi < irrvnig looted irtules through lines 
running along the iioitli as well is the south ot m\ house I ilso saw two or three 
constables in the lo(allt^, but ippuieiith tho\ woio doing nothing ’’ 

Tiu» IS the statement of a letired Inspector of Police and he was making* 
thfi fctatement, I dare sav, with a sufficient sense of responsibihtv. H(? 
gbCH on 

“ In tiu* aftiriioon mv iivpiKw, n Hub Inspector of Police, returned from the police 
office and st ited that he w.is attacked although he was going with two armed orderhee 
in plain dr(»«s and with the head clerk of the police office When they were attac^ked, 
tilty gave out that thOA were police officers and that the^ had rp\olvers with them. 
Owe of the hoohguiis gave n sec ere blow on the neck of Mohendra and snatched away 
tho» re exile cr trom Ins waist The Head Clerk somehow or other got back the revolver 
eeirs himself evounded in the baik 

then he gives his own opinion as to how far the police arrangements 
wore sufficient and he is perfectly 'entitled to give his Opinion, a retired 
Police Inspector as he is He says 

“ I porsomilh think that the police arrangement was not sufficient and that if the 
goondas, Ojf w hoir there is a list in^ the poUtei oflw«, had be©a armted at the inception 
atld propel police precautions taken, the disturbaiues woukl box have enntmued* so* 
long ’ ’ 

nephew also l^s been examined before this official Ooinnuttoe 
01^ Inquiry. saya— t,do not go over the incident's once* ai^atn : ’ 

** We mfornled tiwi^SuperintcndX'ut of Pbllce about the occuirence and* showed him 
the wounds receieed by us I do not know eehether an lueeSti'g^tfo* bak been stafrt^ 
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orer this and ’whether ,in\ arrest has been nude in this connection I know b> face 

the man wh« sjm^cl^d awny tlm revolver from me ” 

When sdya tbat he not know whether ah iiJv^stipfatibh hds been 
started, it oleRtly shows that he was not even ^iven the opportiuiify to 
identify the assailant When he said he could do so, and this is i police 
ofljcer atiii In service » This is the way the police authonties at Dacca 
have been diseharj^inpr their responsibility 

I am afraid I have exhausted all my time These sickening details 

are t^ nnmerons to h^ dealt with in five or six hours even if I were to 

get th^f much indulgence from you on this occasion 

While this was the situation in Dacca itself, what was happening 
in tile neighbourhood ’ The poison spiead to the interior A villa'ge, a 
Aei^v flourishing village not more than seven miles from the distiict 
headquarters, I mean Ixohitjnir, was the scene of unheard ot qoondamm 
About 118 houses belonging to wealthv business men were lootial com- 
pletel>, e\en the biooinsticks in the houses vvere not lett behind b\ the 
looters , and what did the authorities do i The news of this oeeuiience 
did not leach the authorities within thiee dd>s Talk of law and order ! 
Is this the vvav^ to maintain law and order in the country " Aftei three 
days, when the information somehow reached the police authorities, a 
constable was sent from the nearest thana to make inquiries Then the 
people of Dacca got to know about it and they sent some resj;^onsible per- 
S 01 J 6 to inspect the localit} 1 have got a detailed leport of what thev saw 
— ] am not going to place it on iccord betore the House at the piesent 
moment , it mav be too tiicsoiiK* Tin most astounding tcatnre of this 
incident at Rohitpur is that the rioters were incited h} ehaukidars in uni- 
torm , thev incited them, in the name of (lov^ernment, to loot the houses 
of Hindus and seveial lakhs woith of propmtv wtie removed and dedioved 
at leisure tor two dajs together And when at last the superior adminis- 
trative authorities reached that place the Deputy Inspeetor Geneial of 
Police, Mr Craig, accomiianied hv the Nawab of Dacca and his brother 
Khajch Ndsiiullah and the 8iip< i iiitendeiit ot Police, they called tO- 
gcthei the famished and opjire^sed people and convened a meeting and 
delivered a speech, and this was the purport of the speech The Deputy 
Inspector General of Police said “ This is the result of }Our h’artul 
Don\ do It again Ask the Congiess jieople to protect vou ” Then he 
askpd the people if thev' wanted Gandhi Ra] or British Raj Some of ihe 
people left the meeting in disgust Bot others being afraid :>f mote 
oppression, specially finding a partieu’ar person there in whose name these 
on^pfesi^ions w^ere being committed, said they wanted British Rhj Oh this 
Mr G}a\g asked them to cry out “ British-Kaj-ki-Jai ” and “ Xavvab- 

Bkha’ddr-ki-Jni ” The people finding that it was realfv the vicMry of 

iSrawab'Bk‘fiiadUt''ahd BHtish Raj cried out in agony “ BVitishtRaj-ki-Jai 
HahaddVdti-Jai ’’ The coihpany left the pl46e, after arf^af- 
itig* sbihe MMhhTthadgns including thVee MusHahhati chbWkidriK and 
trranfflhahtlt eiff^Ted the citjr of Dacca', shbhting' frohi’ the launeh in the 
riV^r BhH'gAViW; atld NhWab-Bahadur-ki-Jai ” 

of Dabeff ’hVihg bV' thie side ofHhe' rive^, heatihg the shouts 

W^fe b^ on inqhiiW they learnt that Nawab 

hlhd rfthffled^frhhi RoTiltgiiW^ and that there was a semtis 

OQcmmm tW?e 

, nd^ t^tik''lhjtt' I ‘wiri *bt 'ijj takfng^tig^ thtfe 

of I nbpe'ihave pl^^jed suflfci^fat mhteHafe' bcibre HAnoUfahlh 

SCPBtUA) «2 
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JTeiul)ers to enab’e them to judge of the seriousness of the situation. I 
daresay the Government of India owe to this House a full and frank state- 
ment of what they have been doing while this state of things was taking 
place in Dacca and its neighbourhood It won’t do for my Honourable 
friend, the Home IMember to say that the Government of India are not 
primarily lesponsible If he accedes to my Kesolution bv publishing the 
conc^pondence that passed between this Government and the Bengal Gov- 
ernment, we should be in a position to pidge as to how far the Government 
of India were discharging their obligations, which have been imposed upon 
them by the Goveinment of India Act for the direction, supervision and 
control o\er the Pro\incial Governments, particularly in respect of the 
Hebcrved subjects, of which law^ and order happens to be one 

The AssembK then adjourned foi Lunch till a Quaiter to Three of the 
Clock 

The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at a Quarter to Three of the 
C’lock, Mr President in the (’hair 

ELEC’TION OP TO TJIE GOVERNING BODY OF THE 

INDIAN RESBAIUTI FUND ASSOCIATION 

Mr President : I have to inform the House that Dr Ziauddin Ahmad 
and Lieut -(’olonel II A J Gidnev have been elected to sit on the Gov- 
erning Bodj of the Indian Reseaieh Fund Association 

RESOLl'TION HE OUTBREAK OF LAWLESSNESS AT DACCA— 

Lontd 

Mr A H Ohuznavi (Dacca Dnision Muhammadan Ruial) Sir, 
f had not tlie least inclination to make a speech on this Resolution of 
m> Ilonouiable fiiend Mi Neog> it oiil> he had restricted himself to 
the tt nils of the Resolution In the Resolution he asks the Governor 
General in Council to publish all correspondence that has pas^d between 
the Government of India and the Government of Bengal in connection 
with the recent oiitbieak of lawlessness in the City of Dacca and its 
neighbourhood In inoMiig the Resolution, I am very soriy that he has 
bi ought in a ceitam amount of communal feeling (An HonouraWe Mem- 
ha “ Has he ? ”) (Anothef Honourable Member “ No, not at all 
At any rate, that is wdiat I have understood from his speech (Mr Oa^ya 
Piasad S(in(jh Your understanding is very defective.”) Prom his 
speech, as far as I am able to follow, I find that his grievance is that the 
police in Dacca deliberately did not give my friend’s community the pro- 
tection that they needed Furthermore, so far as I have been able to under- 
stand his speech, he went on to say that the lootings continued and that in 
bioad daylight, and that when the police protection was asked, the men 
concerned were referred to the Congress He said, that the lootings conti- 
niuKi from day to day and that the police did not give them any protee- 
tion at all There was a certain amount of insinuation that the police were 
conniving at the looting and murder of my Honourable friend ^s community 
by the Muslims (An Honourable Member No ”) That charge is 
absolutely upafounded It may be that the police did not give them the pro- 
tection that was needed, but who is responsible for that ? How was the 
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police going to give my friend s community the protection that they needed 
when the whole city of Dacca was up in arms by continuing the civil dis- 
obedience movement ? (An Honourable Member “ The cat is out of the 
bag '0 (Mr, Amar Nath Dutt “ Therefore ? Will the Honourable 
Member let me proceed ? With the small number of police available in 
Dacca, it was impossible for them to gne the protection Have the police 
been able to give the protection needed b^ my community ? They failed 
to do that in the case of mv community also, but not, as my Honourable 
friend would say, deliberately , but they were unable, they were helpless, 
and the situation was out of hand 

Sir, when I got notice of this Resolution, 1 telegraphed to m\ consti- 
tuency and to the leading men of Dacca to send me a full report ot the inci- 
dents that had taken place during those days Heie I shall read from the 
testimony of an esteemed Hindu friend of mine lie writes to me to say 

‘‘ AVlntt\oi ieport'< h,i\( m the ]»r<'ss, tho impression is abroad that in 

r)a((a tlie !^'uslllns ha\e (iom* dl tin' nusidnof and tho Jlindiis have done nothing 

Mind >011, this is a Hindu gentleman (Mt Gaya ptabad Styiqh “ What 
IS his name ^ I Avill tell you pre^entl\ He goes on to say 

“ This IS not (orr*(t Wlmtt'ier in i\ h,i\<' been the untortun iti eausc of the out- 
breik, tlu Hindus nid tlu Muslims li.i\e both suflTered , and auordmg to tho reports 
of v( r-\ leli.iblo Hindus, theio has bten moie loss of life on the Muslim side than on 
tlu liimlu side ” 

If the Hindus hine suffeied nioie loss in ])iopeity, according to his 
information there were 13 deaths among Muslims and 11 deatlis among the 
Hindus 

Sir, there is another Repoit which has been sent to me with the coa- 
cunence of the Nawab ot Dacca, Khan Bahadui Alauddin, Mi Srish 
Chandra Chatterjee, Mr P K Basil, Khan Bahadur Zahirul-IIuq, 
Mr Kalimuddm Ahmad, Mr Niamiiddin Ahmad, and Kbaja Shahabnddin 
Let us see what that Report says With your permission T will lead only 
a few lines from the various pages of the Report 

“ Of hte il has been appareutl\ a disease with those who fano tlu le establish 
inent of a Hindu India that the loud lie beionies the truth and the inarticulate truth 
becomes the lie After reading tlu utounts published in the Amnta Bazai Patnka, 
East Bengal Timen, and some otlu i < oi respoudf nee and essa^H puliliahed in those 
lounials w.^ couh' not help ftvding that verily we are living in an age of loud lies 
Unfortunately oi fortunate h, the Muslim Press lias not >et learnt how to be loud over 
the be Thanks to the Hindu brains, wealth and influent o 

The loud Hindu Press has marvellously succeeded in sun hargiiig the atmosphere 
with the impnssion tint the eitv of Hindu brains, isealth and influciue of which the 
Hindu comnuiiiilv are so jiroud, was in the grip of lawlessness perpetrated bv the 
Muslim hooligans at the connivance of the police and the leaders of the Mnslim com- 
mnnitv which n (Oinposed mostly of nnsons and garnwal.is " 

Then, it goes on to say 

** The whole object of the Hindu I’ress was to convey to the world at large that 
the present riots of Dacca have been exclusively an one-sided affair and the inno 
cent Hmdug did' not contribute, Bhadralogs as thej are, anything to the acts of arson, 
pillage, stabbing and murder of whicb harrowang tales have been told The Hindus 
had not the f.iiniess to notice a single case of similar and in some cases of more 
heinous, mean and cowardlj' atrocities perpetrated by the Hindu Bhadralogs 

Then It goes on to say : 

** It j» not our interest to miiiiraiae or maxijgane the share of contributions to 
the output of lawlessness that either party must have to be credited with We am 
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tke Inst to justify the MuurIw hooligans, or to ipcunimiiic the looses the 

have suffend Our account will be proved b} the caae records and the hospital records 
U will bo (oiidusivcdy proved that the harvest of Dacca hoolipans has been due to the 
hhollgaiiH of hedh the* communities^ bUt not due to the Mushtti hocdigaiis alone as falselr 
represented in iho Press ” 

Then, Hir, it further says 

>*ow, Wk lire to tr.K e tho origin of the present disturb lines buforc we gne the 
details of tin iniinous acts of th* hooligans The origin should be traced to the 
veni 192d ” 


Sir, iiobociy i egrets more than 1 do this estrangement of feelings between 
the two communities Up to 1926, the feelings were one of the utmost 
friendliness We who come from the districts of Dacca and Mvmensingh 
have been very friendly vith the Hindus there What ha.s happened since 
then God alone knows The Kepoit of the Committee now sitting will 
shortly tell us what the oiigin of the trouble is 


This Report savs 

‘‘ Till' ttuk on N lonidii Mosipn w i the ict ot proven ition th it tho Hindu 
voboitec rs hid tn mi found giiiltv oi in hiving ‘<tirred U]> Pejh riots Mmeo then the 
(OIK Old tli.it h.id existed before 1020 between the two comnuiiuties has boon shaken 
and has sou- lien dei lining vmv r.ipidlv md this time it appeirs to h.nc been 
nltogethi r lost The di^tnrlniues that followed the indejiendenc e du procession wore 
also trill'd (o llio brukb.its [lelted 'it the* X mnda Moscpie and other acts of insult 
to the Konn tc'und thi'rmn, that had beam ]»erpetrated b\ thc> Hindu voliinti'eis Diir 
ing those* distuil iiu c s tin* Hindus tor the hrst tune showed the ov inijile b\ having 
yet fire to OIK oele slio]) uid time le i shops belonging to Mu'^bins at Aniiauitola 
Xo irson wn eomnnttid h\ the Muslims then or before The origin of the* present 
tlonlilcH can he* ti.unl to diffeuerms caused between the Sliankhanes ind Muslim Ghar 
riwilts o\er a St ml in giil luii ovei l>s i Muslim (Hwirrusali The gnmmce of the 
Whinklinus o\ei the* girl me idi nt led to the doseciition ot the Kulni\ inosepie ” 

Tho R(‘i)0it then goes on to .say 

On Hie ‘'dud M n , on tin ro ,e| bi*t\cHn Hangsil uid \ luahpui, i llineiu bov 
hih* pi iMUg with tops Kcidontallv hurt a Afus 
1 in bov of the loe nhtv The tathe r of the Afus 
bill bov ehistisi'd the Hindu tiov , who ic ported the iinttir to his f.ithei Tie (father 
of Hie Hnn'i bo\ ' vitli some of lus men iiroeeeded to the plan ot oeturreiice and 
seiioush if bilked the Muslim hoc s t.ither who .il^o then bc'c ,ime sonous and tin* alter 
entum led to i lomnuinH skirmish The* Hindus of N.iwabpur grtlioied on the one 
hand and the ATiislims of Bangs.al on the other Hindu Bhadrilogs of the loi ibtv at 
once got U]' on tin loof of a neighbouring two storeved building with brickbats, coal 
pieces ind < heda ((liopjied wooden fueH The Baiigsa) nffritfa who ]oined, pro 
receded ton iids \ iw tbpur and tho brickbats were pelted it them This infuriated 
tho mob md the skiimish had ended in some mischief perpetrated on tho neighbouring 
Hindu lioiiM's, before the Poln e md the N iwab arrived there to mike up the situation 
It IS leporteil b\ the Hindu Alihaschha m<iuiij eoimuiltoe that the house ot one Ram 
Kamal Hhakm\.tity, plcaelti, was looted and burnt and his cow was sUiughtered in his 
house This, on uuiuin, troin Run Kainal Babn himself, we find to be concocted 

exaggeration ’ ’ 


Then it says 

The 2 1(1 ATai passed without am incident except that nt night a Afimlim 
vho wua the eye inastha of oue Ahan s tob.Lceo «hop, a shop at Naw'abpur, was stabbed 
at Huraui Paltm and on the 24th morning he was found dead Naturally it wa« 
raused by some Hindu and they proponed to make a denaonatm 
ts K wanted the approval of the Nawab m the presence ofRabu 

ninttc'riee, pleader, hnt tho N'awab disapproved of the idea and asked 
s'orpbe out of the morgue and bury' it without making any kind of 

the! Vnnir u ^ might have a last sight of him. The Nawab agreed attfl 

#bo^ left residence of the victim, with some police guards 

#bo left the place thinking that tho corpse wotJld'^be bttned there But the 
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anted to Ium* the janasa (funeral j>ra^er) at the Chav^k Mosqilc >vith the cLject of 
getting more people to pr ly for the deceased behind the Imam of the Mosque •ivHioh 
is regarded b\ the Muslims to lx more UKritorious uj tlie svsteni of religion ^^hwJx 
the} profess So they pro«*eeded to ('hawk through Nawubpui, Islampur aJi4 BaJa^o 
Bazar, not in a pro^rammid or dellbe^ateJ^ i*re .ii ranged procession, but lu an or^i* 
nary funeral which does not require ,ui> license or police guards to protect jtlils 
part> of not moie than 20 or 20 men uas not authorised to the kno%\ ledge ol anv INrus 
lim leader oi <iu\ of the authoritns of the (it\ It is therefore misrepresented by 'the 
Mahasabhi rcq)orters That i\Jis i Imiial p irtA .nnl as sin h U did not take aii} licfngW 
no’* was there itm polne oidtu to stoj) i This bunal partx deliber itel} luisi epresented 
as i pio ai ranged procession rc.uhed Biboo lii/ir in front of tha Alitford Hospital, 
when a brickbat was pelted at the corpse, tiom the rooms of one ot the two stoiX‘yod 
buildings theie, belonging to and inhabitcil b\ the Hindus dust it th it time the iiews 
of two more Muslims lining bc'On stabbed, one it Mokbara and another near Victona 
Park, sjire.id througliout tlu tonn When the do id bod\ ol the untortua ite \utiui 
ic iclud the pii(( win It tin skinnivli over tin top h.id t ikeii {>lue, tlit Hindu eom 
iminit> ot iw.ibpui wlio had alrt ul\ Ixen in tempi'r since the top skirmish began 
to attack the burial pirtv ind pelt at tlu* dead bodv whereupon a disistrons light 
ensued between Hit .iggiessors ot N n\ ibpui .iiid the bunal pait\ wliuh w is sub- 
aeqiK ntlv *•! 1 1 ngtlu in*d b\ i dtti. linHiit irom B mgs il on thi nuiioui that the 
Hindus liad sti/td the (Oipse and set fin to it B\ this tinn' the infonn ition that 
tlie two Mas], in te i shojis uul some rut goilowns of Nav'ft Bn/ ni hid bn n set lire 
to b} th( Basil ibari lliudus tuitlui t xasper.ited them d he Nawabpin v'ollevs of 
briikbats, jieitid 1-otli vntitilly from the roofs and honzoutalB against the Muslim 
mob, so (blibeiitelv jiovokid, wtu nplud lo b> aisoii loinmitttd on Inu or sue 
Hindu houses on the spot Tlo* d« id bodv over whnh the \ lu ibpur troulili irose 
w IS It moved bv tlu polui md the ( ontbigr ition began praitu illv ill ovir the city 
almost siniultantouHlv The lu Id was prtpirtil b\ the Hindu Mahusabha leaders 
Sonic time before the pit sent distuibiiucs piomottrs of tlie i iv il disobedience 
movement de.iveied spiidus thre iti iiing tlu Muslims for tluii iiuiiiiiieiut towards 
the movemeiii ’ 

Mr President The llonouialile At ember will realize tliat he has 
already exceeded hi'^ time, and 1 hope he will try to luiish soon 

Mr A H. Ghuznavi . Thank you Sir I will finish \ei\ soon Then, 
Sii, it goes on giving a description of tlie various nicidents <hat had taken 
place involving looting and aison and it is ^lOintiui out tliat evei where the 
Muslims have been att<ic'ked hist Although iii piopeitv tlie Alu'^'lnns hav'e 
not lost much, because thev aie jiooi and hav^e not got nnuh pioj.ertv to 
lose, vet in lives, as I have shown, thev have lost more than the Hindus 
I will not go into the hai lowing details, hut all that I can sa} is that, so far 
as I have been able to hud out, the police were absolutelv Inlpless, having 
regard to the situation cieated, as the Kepoit sa} >, bv the Hindu Maha- 
sabha and also bv the civil disobeilieiui' movement It was not that the 
police deliberafelv did not imidei the assistance that they should have done 
I have been able, I hope, to demonstrate this tact clearlv that not only the 
Hindus, but the Miissalmans also have suffered, and if m}- fuend's view 
was to be taken as collect, then th(‘ Mnssalmans wuiild not bavi* suffered 
either in loss of life or loss of piopeitv With these words, Sii, I oppose 
the Resolution 

Mr S. C, Um (Calcutta Nou-Mubammadan Urban) : *Sir, I do 
not think that Mr Neogy had either raised any question of communal 
feeling or even hinted at or made any insinuation against any community 
whatever,, His motion is for the production of certain papers, vts , thfe 
correspondence between the Government of Bengal and the Government of 
India so that the people might know what steps the Government of Indll 
took in conneotton with this matter There was no question of eommunyi 
feeling m the matter and I deplore that Mr Ghuznavi, in his speech, has 
referred to and brought out communal feeling. Hooligans are hodligans 
all over the world, whether Muhammadans, Hindus oi even Government 
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servants (Hear, hear) wearing the King’s unitoim (An Honourahle Mem- 
ber “ Quite .so ”), and w-e all deplore that in this matter, although the 
hooligans had their innings for over a week, nothing was done by the Gov- 
ernment or by then responsible officers, whose duty it is to keep law and 
order That is the point, 8ir 1 do not blame the Muhammadans, noi do 
I blame the Hindus, but I blame the Government officials there for utter 
failure to take any proper steps (Hear, hear ) Thej" boast, Sir, that they 
are here to keep peace and older They boast that India had not had law 
and order for a considerable time and it is British rule which has enabled 
the people to 1 i\t in peace Buf the incidents at Dacca show cleaih what 
w^e can expect from these men when their turn comes to molest other 
people 

Mr A. H Ghuznavi But ni}^ communitv had ah each been molested 

first 

Mr S 0 Sen 1 am coming to that Government aie (juite able 
to take cai(' ot themselves and Ihev do not want voui hel{) But the^ do 
sometimes want help, and on the present occasion it has been said that the 
Government w’cre helpless , there were no police, no adequate means to 
check the lawdessness at Dacca, and it is admitted' that lawlevsness continued 
for seveial davs It would therefore be interesting to know what steps 
the Goveinnient took to sto|) the disturban< es Dacca is not a small citv, 
it IS s(‘cond in importance in Bengal The Governor goes theie eveiv vear 
and stavs there for a month Tt is the headriuarters of the Dnisional Gom- 
missionei, and also of the Eastein Frontier Rifles — a regiment on whom 
rests at present the task of keeping peace and order thioughoiit Bengal 
Then services are requisitioned vNherever there are disturbances m Bengal , 
and with all these things, it is idle for Government to pretend that thev 
had not a sufficient police force at their disposal during the time of the 
disturbances or that thev had no means to get together anv adequate force 
at that time 

Dr A Suhrawardy (Bnnhvan and Presidency Divisions Muham- 
madan Rural) Thev w'ere bnsv- in Chittagong 

Mr S 0 Sen • T will read for my friend’s guidance a Press com- 
munique published by the Government m the last poition of v\hieh it 
says 

The poln'o foi(*c nou iii 1) u ( ,i .ire repoited to be adeqn.ite .uul ever} attempt 
is beinij nude ))\ the local ofT'i ers to restore eonfidenee ’’ 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig * Would the Honourable Member 
kindly give the date of that communique ? 

Mr. S C Sen • It is dated Maj the 29th The visit of the Inspector 
General of Police was made there on the 26th with 100 armied police and 
100 aimed men of the Eastein Prontiei Rifles Now', Sii, it is interesting 
to note what steps the Government usually take and took on similar occa- 
sions before, This is not the first occasion when there was commixnal 
trouble There have been many before Sir, just a month before this— 
the Dacca riots took place, on the 23rd May — the carters’ not in Calcutta 
took place, some time about the 15th or 16th of April As soon as that 
rioting took place, His Excellency, Sir Stanley Jackson, came down from 
Darjeeling with his Executive Council to look after the matter and he suc- 
ceeded in putting down the rioting What, by cotitrast. Was done in thife 
case. Sir ? 
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Mr A H Ohuznavi . The police force is a body of ^rcat strength 
m Calcutta 

Mr S 0 Sen : I was rcleiung to the stei>s which Go^enlmcnt did 
take before In 1926, Avhen there \^d>s great communal trouble m Calcutta, 
Lord Lyttoii, the then Governor ot Bengal, did not go to Calcutta but bent 
the Member in charge of the Law and Order Department to look aftei it, 
but all the same he was abused, li I ina> use the expiession, by all tihe local 
new'spapers in Calcutta, including 1 believe, oui professing friend, the 
Statesman and Friend of India (Laughter ) 1 may mention that fiom 

a letter which I saw^ and wdiich was receued l)> a iuend ot mine from one 
of the ( /OUTicillors of the Secietaiy ot State’s Council, I came to know that 
Ills Majesty the Iving-Empeioi, when this gentleman was gnen an audience 
by Ills Majesty, hirnsell inquired why I^oid Lytton was not then in Calcutta 
when all these troubles took place This showss that when a tiouble ot such 
magnitude takes place, it is the dut\ ot the Governor and ot the Govern- 
merit and other Goveinment offieials to go to the place to look after the 
math r A tew days betoie this occurrence, the Inspector General of Police 
was sent to Chittagong and the Member in charge of the Law and Cider 
Department m the Government of Bengal wms also sent theie Although 
at this time he was at ChiBagong from where he could have come to Dacca 
within riv(‘ honis, he did not do so, nor was any step taken to pacilv the 
people 01 qiudl the distuihance The rioteis went on ineriilv w’lthout let 
01 hiiidiance and, as niy fiiend lias said, the Hindus siith‘it‘d tlie most 1 
do not know whetliei liis case is that tliey looted themsehes Koliitpur 
village, which is about six miles from Dacca, w^as looted In this ease, the 
official communique savs that Inindusls ot houses belonging to Hindus 
were sacked and burnt, and everything that they contained was looted, 
and that women and cliildieii took part in the matter 

Mr A H Ohuznavi* Similarly, the ATiissalmans weie also wiped 
off in certain parts of Dacca 

Mr. K 0 Neogy : Did the Honourable Member go dowui to Dacca 
to satisfv himself 

Mr S C Sen : Mv point is that in this ease the Government of 
Bengal did not take adequate steps to protect the lives and ])roperties of 
the people Not only did thev not do that, but they also ai rested men of 
respectability who weie then at Dacca so to pi event them from defend- 
ing themselvTS Some of the guns weie taken awav illegally Although 
their case is that the police force was insufficient and although the Govern- 
ment eommu;iique savs that, on the arrival of the Tnsiiector General of 
Police, which wan on the 25th of Mav the authorities considered that the 
police force was adequate, thev did not do anything The courts weie 
closed and did not open for eight days The Telegraph and Post Offices 
did not function for that time Even the steamer companies, belonging to 
Europeans, could not ply, and we are entitled to ask why this state of 
things was allowed to be continued at Dacca for sueh a length of time I 
do not blame the Mussalmans at all nor do I blame the Hindus, but T do 
blame the persons whose profes^ duty it is to protect the lives and 
property of the people of this country, seeing that the people of this country 
are disarmed and therefore they must rely on the Oovemment to protect 
their lives and irroperty. In these circumstances, I support the Resolution 
which , has been 'moved by my friend. Mr Neogy It is necessary in the 
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interests ol justice and the good name ot the Go\ eminent ot India to pub- 
fliKJi the eonespondence to siiow what hteps they took in tins matter The 
Goveinment ol ^engal are on their trial , the> have failed to do then 
diitv , and it js loi the Government of India to show that the> have done 
their duty in thrs mattei With these ■v\ords, 8ir, I support the Resolution 

Dr Nand Lai (West Punjab Non-Muhammadan) Sn, the Go\- 
erninent of India may kindly keeji a special note of the laet that all 
ot us heri* aie in favoiii ot the maintenance of laM and order and all of us 
aie aveise to any act which amounts to the infringement ot law At the 
same time, none ot iw will be willing to tolerate any kind of injustice which 
IS done to any ot the Indians lu this country 1 am not in favour ot 
otfering any general comment oi landom remarks T do concede that some 
of the Gov'crnment officials do their dutv V’^eiv" honestly and coii^cientiouslv 
Oui complaint is against those wdio do not realise the weight ol tlaor 
responsibility 8ir, voii will agiee with nn* when I submit on the floor 
of this House tliat an entrv into the Goveinment service is identical to high 
pi IV lieges When Government ser\ants arc entitled to these high pri- 
vileges, thev must beai in mind that they should have gi eater loleiation, 
eatei (latience and a greater sense ot dut} I Jiave alreadv said that 
some ol them pertorm their dutv hoiiestlv and propel Iv Oui eoraplaiiit 
heie IS against those* Goveinment servants w'ho have tailed to do what thev 
ought to have done To inv miud, it is incumbent on eveiy jiolice officei 
to maintain peace* and order , to e\tend svmjiathv to tliose who are wionged , 
to help thosr who aie i<*h11v feeling aggrieved and those who have fallen 
victims to (he atioeious conduct ot anv person, hi* he a Muhammadan oi a 
Hindu Ol <1 member ot anv othei natumalitv T am not one oi those who 
will allow anv eoinmunal fpiestion or a eominunal idea to have its place in 
this ('eiitial legislature The ('eritial Legislature ought to be above these 
things The P(*ntral Tji'gislature has to deal with those ])0ints which 
Cl cate haimonv, aft(*ction and love <imoiigst tin vaiiou^ sections of the 
people* ot this eountiv But it, as I have alreadv submitted a wrong is 
done to am jietson in anv coini'r of this country or in anv pioviiu*e, in anv 
distiiet, in anv village then it is incumbent upon us to bi me it to the 
notice of the Government ot India so that thev may take piopei action and 
mav try to see that the grievances arc lediessed and the confitlence of this 
Government is maintained When confidence is maintained, the* natural 
result would be ha])piness, pe.iee and order Thus, all of us here and those 
who are outside this Assembly Ghamber wull enjoy life under the protec- 
tion of law 

Now, the sad accounts, winch hav^'e been narrated by niv Honourable 
friend Mi Neog>, are very heart-rending and if all of them are true, 
tlien I must say that a blunder has been committed by those Government 
servants who, instead of extending their sympathy towards those people 
who were injured, laughed at them They cracked pkes at them People* 
wcie de])rived of their property, which is the smews of life* Thev Were 
civung, lamenting and seeking for gjrmpathy and help And what did the 
Government Kcrvaiits do ? Thev” simply told them “ Go to this matt or 
that man ” My Honourable and learned fnend Mr Neogv mentioned those 
names, and I am not going to mention them again Is it not sad if it is 
true ? It IS the saddest thing I submit; Sir, the Govemiment of India 
will kindly keep a note of it that they will be respected when they see that 
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eveiy person, every subject here in this country is treated in such a way 
that he may have no giie\ance against anj Go\ernnient ser\dnt As 1 said, 
Sir, there are special privileges attached to those who enter Government 
service On the other hahd, there aie also some responsibilities which are 
thrown on their shoulders One ot the responsibilities is this, that thej will 
maintain a balance of mind, they will be impartial, they will be just, and 
they will try to see that a good name is gl^en to Goxernment who are their 
employers It I were to be one ot the ser^dllts ot “ A ',1 should try to 
see that every act of mine might letleet credit on m> employer and might 
not bring any kind of discredit so tai as m\ employer is eoneerned In that 
ease alone i am a good seivaiit, otheiv\ise not Piacticallv my Honourable 
friend Mr Neogy ’s eomi>ldint is against those Government servants who 
really did not lealise the weight ot then resjKUisibility as such There- 
fore, my submission is that these aecounts, w^hieh have been placed lx‘fore 
this HoiLse, deserve full investigation, and an impartial enqiniv must be 
made and it there is any tiuth in these allegations, the wrongdoeis niu^t 
be punished f believe my Itonourable and learned friend w’as one ot the 
Members ot the Eniiuirv (kimrnittee Theietoie theie must be gieat Truth 
in the evidence and statements which lu* has lead out betoie tins House 
It IS (piite piobable that some o! tin* allegations might be eon^ideied as 
exaggeration , as unfoitunateh\ exaggeration is, sometimes resorted to ni 
such eases Hut, apait tiom that, it tiiere is some truth, it tlieie is some 
aceuracv, some coiiectness m these accounts, then I submit tliat the Gov- 
ernment oi India will b(‘ pbnised to effective measuies so that <ni end 
Biav be ])ut to such thing'' and tlu'se things mav not leciu It is untoitu- 
nate that a communal cpiestion lui been introduecs] T am av^'isc lo it, 
otheiwisc', I would have b(‘en able to gi\<* an answer to mv llonouiahle 
fiiencl \^ll() lias assoc latcul himselt with this communal (|U('stion ]-5ut since 
I am a\eis(‘ to it, T cannot go ag«nns{ m\ mecMl A^^ cuc'ed is to be a 
Nationalist, alwavs to see that the lights of Hindus and Miihaminadan^ are 
safeguarded Since in this alfaii sinec' in Ibis occunenee the riglits of 
the public have been luthlessh violat<‘d, they are entitled to protection 
they aie entitled to be in such a ])i edicainent and condition tliat then ])ro- 
pertv and lives are safe and that the\ are not inpiied Sinee ev(*rv thing 
that has been nai rated is contiaiv to what ought to he, T lepeat and con, 
Sir, will kindlv permit mv repetition, that the Government will he pleased 
to see that these grievances are ])ioperlv redressed and that proper enquiry 
IS made If some of the Govc^rnment seivants liave helidved in the 
manner in which thev have been depicted to have behaved, th<*n punish- 
ment may he given to them and that punishment niav he notified so that 
it might constitute an object lesson to others so that tliev mav come to 
know that c'ertain Government servants had not behaved propel Iv and so 
thev were punished Thereby the honesty, the impartiality and sanctity 
of the administration of the Government will be maintained before every 
person in the country. With these remarks I submit that I J^upport this 
Besolution, which has been moVed bv my Honourable friend, Hr Neog 3 \ 

Mr Saradindu Mukerjee (Galeutra Suburbs • Non-Muhammadan 
Urban) In rising to support the Resolution, I would like to draw the 
attention of the Honourable the Mover of this ^Resolution to the fact th#t 
the Honourable Member has coniC to the wrong place to redress his 
grievances He is quite wrong if he thinks he can get anv redress from 
Government for the wrongs th.it have be^n perpetrated in Dacca Bir, 
We saw Ibal in 1905-06 also the Government tried this method, and 
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their was a good deal of teioession b\ ooe coiamuiiity, I will not iiieu- 
tion \v]jo, OAer the other The only lemedy that was found was the 
establish me ut of the Anushilan ISamdi and if Government would per- 
mit us to establish such societicH in these times, my advice to m> Honour- 
able hiend would be to lr> for the same However, Sir, are not 

concerned with 1903-06 We are now concerned with 1930 

Dr A Suhrawardy Was that not an anarchist organisation ^ 

Mr Saradmdu Mukerjee : J do not think that the Anu^htlon Sa^nh 
was an anarchist organisation That societv was devoted to physical 
culture and other similar things and my Honourable fnend know^s pei- 
fectly well that whene\er and wherever a society is founded for the 
purpose ot ph\sical culture oi similar ot the motive, it is bound to be 
declared an anarchist organisation In Dacca w’hat happened was that, 
first of all, the male members ot the families were ariested and then their 
houses w'oie lootrnl Tliat sliows the hand ot Government in it 

Mr A H Ghuznavi In what ))biC(‘ did 3011 find that ? 

Mr President (Juiei, 01 dir 

Mr Saradmdu Mukerjee Sii nn IJononrahle fnend Mi Ohn/navi 
has intioducid a cnuimnnal toiu* pi oui dncu^slon, which I want to 
a\ Old 

Sir A H Ghuznavi . You ha\e ne\ei been to Dacca 

Mr Saradmdu Mukerjee Yes, 1 ha\(‘ been 

Mr A H Ghuznavi • When ^ 

Mr. Saradmdu Mukerjee : Some months befoie the occurrence 
of tlie Dacca iiots 

Mr A H Ghuznavi Had \ou been there after the occurrence ? 

Mr President Older, (uder This sort of conversation eannot be 
allow' ed 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh • Tlie Hononrahle Member, Mi Ghuznavi 
himself, had ne\er been to Dacca after the riots 

Mr Saradmdu Mukerjee • 1 w^ant to place before the House the 
condition of Dacca, as described b\ Di Tavlor He sa\'s 

qii inels betneen the Hindus and Muhammadans are of rare occur- 
leme These tuo cl li\( uj perfei t price and < oncord, and a maionty of the 
indniduils belonging to them have even overcome their prejudices so far as to smoke 
from the sanx hookah " 

Mr A. H Ghuznavi * What year waa it ? 

Mr Saradmdu Mukerjee : That w'as in 1839 The communities 
weie luing quite in peace m those davs What is the new cause that has 
cieated this ill feeling and this sou ol euig,ity between these twa com 
muuities 1 My own submission is that it is onl\ the hand of Go\ern 
meiit that is responsible and no one itlse T should like to draw your atten 
tion, Sir, to the Report of the Gomiuittee of the Dacca Bar Associatio] 
consisting of Hindus and Moslems giving m detail the state of con 
munal feeling immediatel.v before this disturbance The Report says 

“ Before the rueiit diaturbancea the Dacca Muhammadan public was not ant 
Oongrcps, is vull ajip^^ar from the following facts Muhammadan students hoisted th 
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National Hag on the Independence Da\, 26th January, 1986 The Hall wa« also 
brilliantly illuminated on that daj Muhammadan youths joined the procession which 
camp out on tliat ,cla> to celebrate the IutU‘peu<lence Daj There ^^e^c also processions 
consisting exflusively of Muhaninmdan bo^s who paraded the streets with the cries 
' Mahatma G iridhiji Ki Jai ^ Bande Mataram ‘ Alla Ho Akbnr ' Although there 
was a fracas on the 26th Janu.irv and a (omnuinal turn was sought to be given to the 
noting which followed, it soon subsided « hiefli tlirough joint Hindu Muhammadan 
intervention Mixed batches of Hindu and Muslim rnivorsitv volunteers patrolled 
tho gtreoN it night Good fotling w m soon restored betweni the two eommuuitiea 
b^ the wise and patriotic actions of the two sections, Hindu and Muhammadan, of the 
Dacca public 

Then the ^fahatma inaugurated his civil disoliedience movement on the 6th of 
April and lauinhed his crusade agunst the Salt Law The movement caught th« 
iniagin.itiou of the masses Ft appeiled to the Da(<a missis is it did to tlie masw^s 
of the rest of Tnlia The Miilnniniad.iii in ii>ses at Daita did not ke<‘p themselves 
aloot from the movement Dailv meetings v^.we hell in the Coronation Park These 
met tings were attended and iddressod bv Muhammadans There was a very large 
attciidaine o1 tin Muhammadan vouths at a meeting held to read piosiribid literature. 
Muliamm.idan volunteois wmit to ('out u to bieik t)je Salt Liw vl uhaniinadan \olun. 
teeis along witli tlm Hindus pi kehsl tl e liquor shops The Muhammadan public 
helped the pn keters whenever thev wire in trouble due to the rufhaiiism of the goondas 
and diunkards Indeed at the predommantU Muhammadan quarters siuh as Kumar 
tuli, Jsl.unpui, Hachibandar, Mouhvi Ba/ar and Niiwabgtuj, puketmg would have 
been impossible without tlie issist.iinc of thi* Miiliammadans of the loi ilitv Cigarettes 
wore boycotted bv both Hindus jiid Muhammidiiis spout ineouslv without much pro 
pagaiida Bms replaced the mgarettes bv wlinh the Muhammad ms profited very 
much, as the hut inanufactureis aie inosth Muhammadans 

At a nueting of the cloth dcalcis md tailors and outfitters held at the Dacia 
Bar Association at the instance of the Congress, the Muhammadan dealers .md shop 
keepers mustered strong and a rosolution bovcottiiig foreign cloth was imanimously 
carried, two Muhammadans and two Hindus proposing, seconding md supporting the 
resolution ” 

(At this stage Mr Piesuleiit vacated the Chan winch was taken 
by Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum ) 

“ Since <i long time there had been two parlies amongst the Dace i Muliammad ms, 
one led bv Khwaja Atikulla, President of the 22 Paiiiha;>ets of D.uca and the other 
by Sved Abdul Hafeez, Piesideut of the Islamia Anjuuian Those two jiarties held 
sep irate doinoiiFtiations during the Civil Disobedience movemeut Atikulla ’h partj held 
two meetings at P.iltan The other partv also held two sm h demonatr.itions one 
At the Coronation Park and the other at Ashan ManziJ It will, therefore, be seen 
that the cleavage between tho two parties was sharp Demonstr.itions and counter 
demonstrations were held to increase tho .idheroiits of each pirtj The supporters of 
the Panchajet party consisted mostly of the town people^, while those ot the Aniuman 
were Muhamtriadang from the outljing villages 

On l^th April, 1936, a hartal was held at Dacca on account of the airest of Pandit 
JawBharlai Nehru, President ol the Indian Natioiul Congress No other hartal at 
Dacca had been so muen successful Both Muhammadans and Hindus enthusiastically 
jomed the hait^l^^ Both Hindu and Muhammadan stops w ere c loseil Haekuej coach 
driv^rfe,^^^^ ‘k'fe all Muhammadans, ceased to ply their carriages on that day Then 
^there was an incident at Sankhan Bazar mentioned hereafter On ath Mav, 1630, there 
ivas a notice signed by both parties that a mosque had been desecrated by the Sanliha- 
ri^ And declaring hartal on 6th May, 1930 The Congress also notified that hartal 
wouljd^be held on 6th May, 1930, on account of the arrest of Dr Kitehlew 

Syed Abidnl Hafeez, President of the Anjumau, thereupon issued a notice pro- 
hibiting the hartal on 6th May, 1930 In that notice he denied that he had ever signed 
an) notice declaring hartal In the meantime Mahatma Gandhi was arrested and 
hartal waa sxwntaneoiisly observed at Dacca on that day 8yed Hafeez tned his 
utmost to open tho shops, but failed '' 

From tliis, Sir, we finii that there tvas no sort of communal bitter- 
ness, so far as Dacca was concerned, immediately before these disturb- 
ances And then we suddenly find that a trivial cau‘ie was held to be 
the root cause of these disturbances We need not dilate upon that It 
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IS very easy to see that the whole object was that the stronger party, i.e., 
the Go\crhuient, was trying to create a disturbapee m the feelings be- 
tween the two comm unities, so that the sins of the outrages might be 
placed on the heads of one of these communities Sir, big houses were 
burnt dowm, and there is a House called ‘‘ Sushila Nibash a very big 
house, ivhich was absolutely burnt down There was a furniture shop, 
which was onl> 200 jar els from the police station, and that was looted 
and completely burnt down That shows tliat the poirce weri* not dorng 
their duty M,y idea is that it thet( had been an able otheer like my 
Honourable friend, Mr G 8 Dutt, at the helm of public affairs there, 
instead of at Mjmensmgh, where he kept matters calm by his tact 
and judgment, this tiouble would ha\e been stopiierl in no time We 
have seen tliat wdien there was a communal disturbance in Calcutta m 
19^6, the place just opposite to C^iikutta, Howrah, was absolutely 
quiet, <iiid only because there w'as a ludicious Indian ofecer at the helm 
of affaiis 80 mj idea is that, it theie imd been an able Indian officer 
there in eliHige, this trouble would have eeased in a very short time 
So my submission to Government is that in places where siidi distuib- 
ances oecui tieqiiently, tliev will tiy to place officers who oijoy public 
coididi'nei 

Mr N. O Rang^ (East Godavari and West Godavari cum Kistna 
Non-Muhamniadaii Rural; Sir, mj Honoiuabie Iriend Mr Ghu^navi 
gi\es the impiessiou, which I think h(' lealh do* s not wnsli to gi\e, that 
he is V erv anxions that then* should l^e dishaimouv and discoid between 
the Hindus and Muhemmafhms Gtlieiwise, wdiere is Hie necessity for 
him to protest ag<iiiist a liaimh'ss quot’ition from TavlbrV book 
stating that a long time ago, ni tliere was no trouble at till between 

the Hindus and Muhammadans ol Dacca ? Secondly, ho wms mention- 
ing that the Hindus as w^ell as the Muhammadans had tb suffer in that 
unfortunate affair that took place m Dacca, and he was particularly 
careful to mention the fact that 13 Muhammadans were murdered as 
against 11 Hindus What does it matter whether there werr* 13 Mu- 
hammadans or 13 Hindus who were murdered, provided they were 
Indians ? Does he mean to sav that, just’ because a man happens to 
be a Muhammadan,^ he ceases to be an Indian 1 Does, he mean to say 
that just becapso a* mischievous Hpidu boy in a raoment of aberration 
attacked a Muhammadan boy, all the Hindus should be attacked as they 
were in Dacca meiely on account ol the fact that they were bom Hin- 
dus ? If to-day in Simla one Mbhammadan genflrpi^a^' were to bo so 
veiy imprudent as to attack a Hindu gentleman, m that any^ reasoai why 
all the Hindus in Simla shonM go and' attack MuhHfttmfadfttts at 
once ' Sir, this is a very curious mentality It is the sort of raentkiity 
which IS really standing m thv way of' oUr attaimw|^ SWaraj, ataf the 
sooner w’e get rid of this mentality better , a^lvi,;flal^ t huffin’ h5s 

more responVible moni.enlH ray fiopopWiile frierwl,. (jy«ijEn^Vi', , hl|i^ 
self will feel that he has committed a trustaicenn gml»g??thia>iu«f«rtani«*e 
imjfiression to the Hom^e thn^^k^ m^anMOUf thw fhcn| idi^pW bjevtyuble 
ana discord between these, gr^X conimnniXies ought to Jiva in 
peace, harmony and frajterpity. 

8iy, tbe- Hpiiomabki Maiuhors on thia- othar. side of tha* H(We 
may be doubtlul about the accuracy ot the facts that w^ere placed 
before them by my Honourable friend, Mr Neogy I can assure them 
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that my Honourable tneiid ib as responsible a person as any 
highly placed official on the other side of the House. But, at the 
same time, even supposing that the} are incredulous about the facts 
that were stated here h> Mr Neogy thev will eeit^ud} in>t be prepiared 
to dispute the facts placed betoie them by my Honourable friend Mr. 
Ghuznavi He himself has stated that the police force was not enough 
Why should it be inadequate and iiisuffieient ? Dacca is an important 
city, second in importance to ('alciitta, so far as Bengal is concerned, 
and why was the police force there not enough t This widespread 
trouble was going on between those two great communities for well over 
a week The Government ot India and the Government ot Bengal 
have not taken care to see that there was adequate police protection pro- 
vided for these people wlio asked for it We have seen from the quo- 
tation that was given by Mi Neog^ that a lady Pimeipal, whose nights 
were disturbed and wlio was anxious to get this protection tor herself and 
the children in her custody, was not given that protection The police 
were not willing and wok* not prepared to go to her rewue Is tliat the 
way in which Go\einment should iw carried on in this country ? Only the 
other day, we saw the emptv boast in the Simon Report that the British 
Army should be kept in tins countiy in older to maintain peace and in 
order to see tliat no disturbances occur between these two great com- 
munities Sir, if that IS so, if the British are kept on here as an army of 
occupation, wheie was that Amu in that unfoitunate place, Dacca, tor 
one week and moie ^ Wliaf happened to tins Goveinment ? It is clear 
from the facts that iiave been jilaced before this House that tliere w^as 
no government at all foi that one week Everybody was asking for 
protection, whellier Muhammadan or Hindu , and Mi Ghu/inivi him- 
self has borne ti'stimony to the l.ict tliat Muliammaddns ha\e suiteied 
considerably m this unhappy episode , and yet were they given protec- 
tion Were the Hindus g!\en pioteetion ? Were ladies guen protec- 

tion ? What happened to this Government and where u^as it ? Was 
it drowned in the Bay of Bengal ^ Or was it consecrated at the altar 
of the Goddess of Sin and all that goes with it The (io\ eminent w'as 
not there It only show's that, whenever there is seiions trouble between 
these two great communities in this countiy, this Go\einment does not 
exist , it does not w'ant to exist or to function. If on the othei hand 
It were to be a mattei of trouble between those peaceful Sat^ agialus-- 
and I tell you they are harmless on the one side and the misch^vous 
and hoOlij^anistic and well-armed Government on the otherj then I 
can assiire you there will be too much exhibition of the strength of this 
Government Go to any place, — Gocanada^ R^^ahpuudry, I^^raaohaiKjra- 
pur, Chirala, Guntur, Bezwada, Gudivada, Masulipatam 01;* I^ellpre-- 
and what do you find there ^ You find that there kfe fljree tpnes as 
many policeme^i today as were to be found in thoi^ places thefore. 
Why IS At sot Was there any firing, incident or anv riot^or any evi- 
dence to show that the people w’cre mad enough tp quarrel' amon^ them- 
selves ? There was absolutely uo^sucl^ evidence Xet this Gp\ernment 
afloWs" itself* iVi afl^ ih all' its ttev^Tips and (lispUy^ all its 

cla^ only in thosb places' ^befeas in 'placed tvlmrp/ there 
gTeAt necessity fbr the eVliibifion of its poWers^ U nqf^ to^hgAp^pd, it 
18 not to be ^scovered I.s that not evidence enough to condeirm this 
and' to daihage its ropi^tatnili' fIR '^5% of # 8 rld T 
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I am very glad really that Mr Neogy has gi\en tins opportunity to 
this House to see this Government in its real and true colours In this 
quarrel at Dacca, many houses were burned down and many people 
were killed and many injured we need not liother very much about 
this , but some people — T am told their numVier was large — were re- 
duced to such a state of impotency and necessity, that they had to buiy 
or burn the bodies of their beloved lelatives who were murdered in that 
unfortunate episode, in the yards of their own houses and wliv 1 
Because they were afraid to go to the cremation or burial giounds to 
periorni tlie last necessary religious i ites Sir, a Goveinment which 
does not enable its people to give the very last religious rites to the 
people who die undi^r its very nose, that Goveinment stands condfinned 
and negatived , it does not deserve the name of Government It may 
be a sort of organization of people in the services it you like ol jieople 
with vested inteiesta it you like and may be it is a conglomeration of such 

people who are here to scratch one another’s backs in order to sup- 

port one another and in ordei to keep their domination over other 
people, not in the interests ot those jieople who an* suppressed b\ it, 
hut in the inteii*sts of itself But anyhow it is not a civilised govern- 
ment , nor is it an elhcient goveinment , it an inefficient, barbaric 

and useless fonn of goveinni<*nt wffiich n too eosth tor this country and 
wlneh at the same time tads to discharge iK priman functions On 
tile other hand where it finds it easv 

The Chairman (Naw^ab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum) Theie 
are several othei Members who want to speak on this subject and the 
TIonourahle Menibei might therefore coneliule his i(*maiks 

Mr N 0 Ranga ; I shall close m five minutes, Sir In otlier places 
wdiere it finds it eas\ to put down its enemies, it does not find it iieces- 
sai> even to show the necessaiy amouni of patience wdiAh it has shown 
in Dacca in abundance, or sufficient considei ation which it claims to lia\e 
shown in the affaiis of Dacca In all those places in the Andhia 
coimti^ and in other parts of India wheie it found its enemies — I call 
them enemies eoiistitutiondll> , who are indeed peaceful, harmless and 
useful— -It hdvs shown its fangs nnneeeHsarikv and piematureh and cieat- 
ed so much trouble and caused so much unhappiness and damage and 
hurt to the feelings and the bodies and properties ot so many people that 
i( wull not be possible even for the best friend of this Government to say 
to its credit that it reallv deserves the name of Government Therefore 
I heartily commend the Kesolutioii to this House and request each and 
every Member, at least tlie elected Membeis of this House, to vote tor 
it, m the hope that hereafter at least the Goveinment will trj to be- 
come an efficient Government and will try to discharge the elementary 
tnnetions for which a Government is established, to enable individuals 
to enjoy freedom ot speech, fieedom of meeting, freedom of movement 
and fieedom of social functions, so that it may be jiossihle for the 
futuie historian to say that this Govefnment has, at the. last moment at 
least, tried to justify its own existence by realising its own mistakes 
and its blunders and has come to the conclusion that it should not com- 
mit any of those blunders any longer 

Mr, Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur cum Ghamparan : Non-Moham; 
madan) Sir, I am surprised that my Honourable friend Mr Ghuznavi 
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should have taken exception to such a harmless Resolution as the one which 
IS now before the House What is the Resolution before the House t It 
IS no more than this, that the Government of India may be pleased to pub- 
lish the correspondence that has passed between them and the Government 
of Bengal with regard to the Dacca disturbances I do not understand, 
how any Member of this House could take exception to this. 

Dr. A. Suhrawaxdy : What is the object underlying the Resolu- 
tion ? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Sir, there are two versions with regard to 
the Dacca affair One version has been put before the House by my 
Honourable friend Mr Neogy Mr Gbuznavi takes exception to some 
of the remarks made by Mr Neogy, and says that Hindus at some places 
are aggressive, and he has most unfortunately given a communal turn to 
the whole debate, although the Mover scrupulously refrained from doing 
so Why were my friends of the Moslem Group anxious to see the Report 
of the Sulaiman Committee published with regard to the happenings that 
took place in Peshawar If In the same wa> I do not understand how' any 
Member, whether he belongs to the European Group or to the Central 
Moslem Group oi to anv Group for the matter of that, can rightly take 
exception to the course w'hich is advocated by my friend Mr Neogy My 
friend Mr. Ghuznavi seems to have put himself in the shoes of the Honour- 
able the Horae Member, with all his responsibility Let the Honourable 
the Home ^lember say that the coirespondence m question is a confidential 
document and that it cannot be laid befoie the public One can under- 
stand his position Those documents will bring out in true colours the 
nature of the instructions vihich might have emanated from the Govern- 
ment of India, or the nature ot the suggestions -which might have come 
from the Government ot Bengal That is entirelv a matter for the 
Treasury Benches, but I cannot undei stand how a non^official Member can 
constitute himself as the custodian of the conscience of the Treasury 
Benches, and say that the correspondence that passed between the two 
Governments should not be publislied That creates a suspicion 

Mr A H Ghuznavi * I never said that 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh Then v\Ii> oppose it 1 The Resolution is 
^ that this Asscmbh’ recommends to the Governor General 

in Council to publish all correspondence that has passed 
between the Gov^ernment of India and the Government of Bengal in con- 
nection with the recent outbreak of law lessness in the city of Dacca and its 
neighbourhood, and my friend has thought it proper to oppose it I should 
like to know on what grounds he has opposed it 

Dr. A Suhrawardy : Mr. Neogy 's object was to raise a debate on 
the Dacca disturbances, and he has already done it 

Jir. Gaya Prasad Singh : Sir, before proceeding further, I should 
like to dfaw the attention of this House to the statement made by 
Mr. Hotson, the Superintendent of Police of Dacca This statement was 
made before the Government Inquiry Committee at Dacca In the course 
of his evidence in connection with the disturbances at Bangshal he says 
this ' 

While the police were busy, looting and arson were started in the presence of 
the witnojw and Hindu houses wore burnt 

SCPB(LA) jj 
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Sir, there are some incidents of Dacca which I should like to place 
before this House A man w'as riding a bicycle without a bght There was 
tiouble between the police and the bystandeis over this affair. Soon the 
police mastered strong, and began to belabour the passers-by mercilessly. 
Can Mr Ghuznavi justify this t Thia is an incident on which I hope the 
ilonouiable the rtome Member will throw some light, if lie can I do not 
understand why my Honourable friend ^Mr Ghuznavi should take excep- 
tion to a harmless course which is suggested by the Mover of this Resolution^ 
and by other ]\Iembers on this side of the House, 

Then, Sir, when the mob set fire to Hindu houses, the police formed 
a cordon at the entrance of Bangshal Street, which resulted in preventing 
the Hindus from going to the rescue of their eo-religionists and putting 
out the fire On the night of the 23rd May, a dead body of a Muhammadan 
was found in Paltan Nobody knows how he was murdeie<l Some people 
doubt it he w^as murdered at all But this mvstenons murder was utilised 
by designing persons to excite the Muhammadan mob It w^as resohed 
to carry the dead body in a piocession on Saturday the 24th Mav And 
strange to say the authorities allowed such a procession at a time of acute 
tension The processionists incessantly cried that a Muhammadan had been 
murdered by the Hindus The motive is obvious It w’as done to excite 
the passion of the Muhammadans Now, I should like the Honourable the 
Home Member to explain W'hy a public procession was allowed to aecom- 
pany a dead body, which was not even proved to hav(‘ been a case of 
murdei by any on(‘ . 

Dr A Suhrawardy . Was it a funeral or a procession 1 Are vou 
referring to the funeral of the Muhammadan who Avas miiidered or to the 
procession ^ 


Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh . The Honourable Member understands verv 
well to what I am referring 

Dr A SnhratVafdy ; I am trying my best to do so 


(At this stage ^Ir President resumed the ('hair) 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh . Now, 8u, as this procession was passing, 
looting started and Hindu shopkeepers began to close their shops But 
unfortunately the dooi o1 8tai ^ledical Hall at Babur Bazar was partiaPv 
kept open And some of the hooligans at once entered the Hall and fatally 
stabbed the proprietor of the Hall He recognised his assailants and men- 
tioned the name of one of them The man was arrested, but it is reported 
that he was subsequently released Can this be justified ’ 


Sir, m making these observations, I want to steer clear of all com- 
munal feelings As has been pointed out by previous speakers, hooligans 
aic hooligans, whether they ai*e Hindus or Muhammadans, and, to appor- 
tion blame to any one community is far from my intention The important 
niing IS the attitude of the local authorities Sir, I am going to place a 
tew more specific instances before the House, and I should like the Home 
M lucidents if he oen, I do not understand whv any 

Member of this House should take exception to these incident^ 

iiousc, and get the whole position cleared up 
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Then, 8ir, at Chav^kbazar the shops of Meghu Shaba and Upendra 
Shaha were looted, and these shops were within the sight of the police 
section I should like to know why the police were inactive all the time, 
and what steps they took to prevent this mischief from spreading Babu 
Rohini Kumar Chakraborti was killed and Babu Surjya Kumar Bose, one 
of the Managing Directors of a Cotton Mill, and three othei*s were seriously 
injured The police, headed by the white civil guards, arrived on the 
scene Not a single Muhammadan was arrested, but the guns of the Hindus 
were taken away by the police The tragedy of the situation i$ that not 
only did the police not afford any effective protection to the Hindus but 
the Hindus were hindered by their presence from defending themselves 
when attacked by the hooligans Se\eral policemen are leported to have 
been standing near by, but they did not interfere No membei of the 
mob w’as arrested, but 13 Hindus were ai rested at Bashaban Lane on 
Wednesday the 28tii May, although no Muhammadan was molested m that 
Lane on that day or on any other day 

Sir, it has been pointed out that there was not enough police From 
the evidence which my Honourable friend Mr Neogy has placed before 
the House this morning, and from what 1 have gathered, it will be clear 
to any impartial observer that there was no seiious dearth of police, but 
it is suspected that the local authorities were gnen a particular kind of 
instructions not to interfere with a particulai course of action, with the 
result that matters ha\e ended in this most unfortunate manner 

Now, Sir there is anothei incident w^hich I should like to place before 
the House At about 8-45 am, the raid at Kayettooly began ; and the 
house of Babu Frosonna Kumar Nandy was attacked " The police w^ere 
telephoned to by Mr Abdul Kadiri, Deputy Superintendent of Police, 
but did not come Two daughters of Prasanna Babu, Anindya Bala and 
Amiya Bala, w^ho are students of Class IX of Kamarunnessa High School, 
repulsed the attack for about half an hour, but had ultimately to gne 
way after Anindya Bala had been wounded on the forehead The Kayettuli 
loot commenced at a quarter to nine, and the police did not appeal heJore 
11 A M This indicates, Sii, that the plea that there was not enough police 
IS unfounded The Superintendent of Police was phoned to at about 9 
AM by Mr Abdul Kadiri, Deputy Superintendent of Police from 
Babupura Police Station The S P N reply was that no police were a\ail- 
able, but it happened that, at that veiy time Babus Jogendra Nath Sen, 
liaht Mohan Roy, pleaders, and Mr P K Bose, Bar-at-Law, were present 
at the Police Office They saw there at least 15 Gurkha or arhwali armed 
police and an equal number of ordinary constables, wuth four or fi\e 
p:uropean police officers and three motor buses The District Magistrate 
was also present there 

The District Magistrate of Dacca held a peace conference, and when 
the peace conferepce was being held m the police buildings, the members 
of that conferopce saw an incident which was this 

The members of the Peace Committee noticed from the verandah of 
the Police Office a fire in the direction of Kayettuh In the midst of the 
discPsaion the Magistrate rose and abruptly left the meeting That wa^ 
at about 10 o’clock It will be seen that at that moment Kayettuli was 
being raided and burnt, but strange to Say the Magistrate did not go to 
Kayettuli, from where repeated calls for police help had come 
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The raiders, who were concerned m the pillage and burning of 
Kayettiili had thus a free hand for over two hours and a half They came 
in batches in motor buses One bus was relieved by another It was 
noticed that one such bus \vas named “ Momm ” One private car was 
seen carrying latJns and other weapons and petrol 

Mr President ; The Honourable Member has exhausted his time I 
hope he will tr\' to bring his remarks to a close now’ 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh . Ail right, Sir I will give no more inci- 
dents 1 support the Resolution, and resume my seat 

The Honourable Mr. H. G Haig : Sir, I am sorry to ha\e to dis- 
appoint my Ilonouiable friend Mr Neog> 

Mr K 0. Neogy : Nothing wull disappoint me I did not expect 
anything 

The Honourable Mr. H G Haig . for I do not wish to make 

an\ complaint that this subject has been raised today in this House My 
Honourable friend, Mr Neogj, endeavoured, I think, to keep the discus- 
sion to an issue w Inch 1 am perfectly prepared to answer as far as I can — 
the issue, briefly, between the Go\ernraent and the people In a case of 
this kind, where the origin of the disturbances is communal, it is un- 
loitunatelj not possible to keep out altogether certain leferences to what 
are ob\ioiislj the ditferent \eisions ot the story that are belie\ed by the 
different communities But I shall endeavour to restiict my answer to 
the question of the responsibility of Government 

Now', Sir, before I leave this question ot communal trouble, I should 
like to say one woid with lefeience to what fell from the Honourable 
Mcmbei, Mr Mukeijeo I understood that he was accusing Government 
of piomoting these communal iiots That, Sir, is a charge which I am 
soriy shouhl be made by anv iMember of this House The Honourable 
Membei, I should have supposed, would remember the efforts made by the 
Government of India, and, in particular, by llis Excellency’ the Viceroy', 
a few years ago, when we were passing through a period of very’ lament- 
able and acute coninuinal trouble His Excellency the Yiceioy made two 
great and powerful appeals to the country which were circulated widely 
all over India, and which, in my judgment, had a very considerable effect 
in producing a far better and calmer atmosphere, and I think that the 
Government might be spaied accusations of that rharaeter 

The ease of my’ Ilonoiiruble fiiend, Mr Neogy, w’as a different one 
I do not wish to deny’ that the situation which arose in Dacca was serious 
and most deplorable We have heard a number of details to-day I can- 
not vouch for their accuracy, but the broad picture, no doubt, is true that 
for some day’s there were very serious disturbances in Dacca, that a number 
of persons w ere killed and a number tif persons were injured, and that 
houses and shops were burnt and looted. I do not, for a moment, wish to 
deny that general picture Nothing could be a matter of greater regret 
to Government for Government are respnuwble for preserving the peace, 
and in this case, undoubtedlv , the peace was seriously ^broken. I do not, 
therefore for a moment, deny that there is a case for Government to 
meet 



OUTBREAK OF LAWLESSNESS AT DACCA 


D1 


No\\\ Sii, the case of Mr Neogy, it I understood him aright, takii 
it broadly, was that the police deliberately letramed from giving su^ 
assistance as was in their powei, and that (io\ernment allowed this sta 
of affairs to continue, 1 might almost say, as a matter of policy We 
Sn, those are very serious accusations 1 do not propose to enter into tl 
justification tor such accusations or into a retutation ot them That is 
niattei which will come u]) later when the ('ommittee of Eiupiiry w’hn 
is now sitting, has reported But, as one side of th(‘ ease has been pr 
sented to the House, let us, at any rate, see whether there is not son 
othei and possibly more probable explanation of the untortiinate develo] 
ments that took place in Dacca It is, I think, Loiiiiuon giouiui that the- 
riots broke out very suddenly, and, as tar as 1 know, quite unexpeetedl, 
and spread with the most remarkable rapidity I understand that it wi 
on the 24th ^lay that the riots really broke out seriously, and that tl 
two days when most of the damage was caused w^ere the 24th and 25t] 
Now, Sir, a good deal ot leference has been made during the debate 1 
the strength ot the iiolice force and wdiethei the jiolice weie not in 
position to lestore older at once by vigorous action We have not got \ei 
full details of the position, but there is no doubt fiom the reports I ha\ 
leceived that the police force in Dacca at the time these riots broke oi 
was exceptionally weak 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh : May I know what was the strength of th 
police force then ? 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig : I am atiaid 1 cannot say 

Mr Gaya Prasad Bingh . Then how does the Honoiuable Membei sa 
tliat it was inadequate I 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig : I am giving the report which w 
leceived fiom the local officers It was mentioned that, though e\ei 
assistance was given by the Eastern Prontiei Rifles with its \ery hmitei 
toiees, the police torce was quite inadequate to deal wuth the situation 
and 1 also ha\e a report here which says that it was \eiy unfortunate tha 
this seiioiLs outbreak should have occurred at a time when the greate 
part of the military police force was absent from Dacca A point ha 
been made of the fact that Dacca is the headquarters of the Easteri 
Fiontier Rifles Well, it is quite clear that the gieatei part of that Forci 
v\as absent from Dacca Honourahle Members, I think, can themsehef 
conjecture what were the reasons which led to the depletion ot the poliCM 
forces in Dacca They are well aware of the outbreak at Chittrigoug, wliicl 
r^^quired a very large force for its suppression and for the subsequeni 
operations I do not know whether other portions of the force had had 
to be drafted into (Calcutta, but broadly speaking when you have a pro 
Vince like the province of Bengal in its present deplorably disturbed condi 
tion, the strain on the police and the demand for the limited force avail 
able to Gov^ernment is very great, and it was undoubtedly due to the dis 
tilrbed conditions throughout the Presidency of Bengal that when these 
riots broke out in Dacca the police force there was under its normal 
strength That is an important point which I would ask the House to 
bear in mind Nowq Sir, I think some of the statements we have heard 
today bear out that view — that really the police force w^as not adequate 
for the work they were suddenly confronted with My Honourable friend, 
Mr Neogy, mentioned the c^se of a lady who repeatedly appealed for 
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assistance, and I was struck b} the replv which, 1 understood, she lepeated- 
Ij leeened — “ Xone available That, Sir, 1 think probably represents 
the tacts Tlieie really was not a sufficient police torce to deal with the 
.Situation that aiose Well, did the Government of Bengal do nothing on 
llijs ^ 1 do not quite know how long it takes to get irom Calcutta to 
Dacca, but at an\ rate 1 have here intormation that, on the 26th, the 
inspeetoi Geneial of Police arrived at Dacca with 21o men, and 1 should 
judge — 1 do not want to be dogmatic on the subject — that alter the 
aniViil ot the Inspeetoi General of Police with his 215 men on the 26tli 
Ma^, most oi the seiioiis tiouble was stopped I do not think that, after 
that date, though no doubt isolated incidents continued, there was anything 
of a serious and widespread nature 

There is one othei point that I should like the House to beat in mind, 
and that is that a \ei> gu'at difficultv alwavs confronts the ])olice when 
dealing with tiiese communal disturbances It is not as a rule the case ot 
a single crowd oi mob wliieh has to be dealt with, but experience not onh 
111 Dacca but in main places, in manv large cities thioughoiit India, has 
been that when these communal distuibances start there aie isolated 
assaults in all (juaiteTs ot the town and when theie is am question of 
looting and burning, tJie looting and burning take place sporadically all 
ovei Ihe town Tt is exceislingly difficult to deal with those conditions 
unless YOU have a reallj eonsideiable force, and the only effective way in 
winch thev can be stoppi'd is bv picketing the whole area '^onoeined — I 
mean juelceting in the official sense (Laughter ) 

Well Sii 1 do not w isii to be thought to Ik gning a com])lple aiiswei 
1(» the ehaiges that ha^ c been made todav, tor 1 do not profess to have tii 
ni\ jiossession am thing like conqdetc* information 

Mr N G Ranga . When will the Government of India have com- 
plet(‘ intoiniation ' 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig : I will deal with that m one 
moment As I have already said, the Gov'ernmeiit of Bengal lealised that 
theie was a case tor the Oov’ernment to meet, and consecjuently thev' ap- 
pointed a committee on the 12th June, consisting of a High ('oiut Judg*^ 
fiom Patna and a member of the Board of Kevenue, and I would invite 
the attention ot the House to the terms of reference to that ('ominittee. 
in Older to show that Government are quite aware of their position and 
ot then lesponsibihtv^ The terms of reference to the Committee were to 
inquiie into the causes of the disturbances, to inquire into the incidents 
of the disturbances and to inquire into the measures taken to deal wuth 
tlK'in — the causes, the facts and the measures taken by Government 
Theit'tore the question which has been raised by my Honourable friend 
tnibiv )s one of the definite points, which has been referred to that Com- 
mittee' which will report in a short time That, Sir, is my answer to any 
suggestions that I should give a reply* at once on the various points of 
dc'tail, tlud T should give an explanation and that I should say whether 
the action taken was adequate or inadequate That is a matter which is 
now under the consideration of the Committee 

Now, Sir, I come, in conclusion, to the actual form of the Resolution 
which has been moved bv mv Honourable friend He has asked for the 
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publication oi certain coriespondence Oiii coi lespondence with the Go\- 
ernment of Beiip^al has been comparatnely limited 

Mr President ; The Honourable Member has not presvsed that point 
In his speech he did not press that point at all 

The Honouiable Mr H G Haig Pei haps 1 siiould make a brief 
ansuei on that point, because that toims actiialh the teims ot the Resolu- 
tion To a large extent the ( oi lesjiondenee whieh we ha\e had with tlie 
Cto\ eminent ot Bengal lepieseiits tacts which lia\e ahead} betoi published 
and ilie lepiiblieation oi wlmh would do no good To the extent to which 
an> \iews ina> ha\e eithei been exinessed oi suggested in that (oirespond- 
ence, I do feel cpiite definitely that it would be undesirable now to publish 
tln^m All thes(* niatteis are (*oining undei the le kwv ot the Pommittee, 
and it js undesiiable that we shoidd break in upon their labours h\ the jiub- 
lieation of any tentatne oi incomplete mows Any views that Go\ernitient 
in<iy ha^e on this subject will ha\e been pi, iced beioie the Poininittee, and 
until the latter has lejiorted, 1 do not think it would be wise to publisli 
anything which would suggest dehuite conclusions b’l Go\ eminent I 
would go i’uri^her, Su, and urge Ibat, at a time like this, Ilonoiirabh 
Membeis should refrain fiom making an\ allegations as 1 gladlv recognise 
that tor the most pait they have either on one side or on the other, which 
might he Iikelv to embitter the situation and to einhaiiass the inquiry 
Though the Cominitteo is not a eouit of law, still it is engaged in the same 
functions as a court ot law It is endeacouiing to aseeitain facts and to 
come to coni lusions, and it can oiilv be a haudiea]) to its woik that the 
luatteis into which it is inipiinng sliould foim the snb^oet of public eon- 
ll()^elsy f would theiefore, Sii, oppose the motion 

Several Honourable Members . I mo\e that the (piestion be now 

put 

Mr President Mi Neogx 

Mr K 0 Neogy Sir, I promise to be \eiy biiet m my reply, and 
I am going to disappoint m} Honouiable friend, Mr Ghuznavi, b} refusing 
to walk into his pailour T am not going to raise a eommunal issue m my 
leply, just as I did not in my first speech My Honouiable fiiend, Sii, 
mostly depended upon second-hand infoimation While the Dacca riots 
were going on he was foi most of the time oscillating between Simla, 
Darjeeling and Calcutta 

Mr. A H. Ghuznavi : I had ncwei been to Daijeeling then 

Mr K 0 Neogy • He found no time to go dowui to his constituency, 
although the most important spot in bis constituenc} had been ablaze The 
Honourable Member had very responsible duties to shoulder at that moment 
because the Simon Report was about to be published, and the proper 
atmosphere had to be created for its reception, and I am not surprised at 
the tone of official responsibility \thich he adopted in opposing this Resolu- 
tion It seems he already feels the W'eight of the lesponsibility of Govern- 
ment resting on his shoulders 

An Honottrablo Member : Or he might have been thinking of the 
Round Table Conference. 

jSir K. C. Neogy : Sir, my Honourable friend relied on a particular 
version of certain incidents I possess complete papers on each and every 
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inculent dealt ^Mth hv him, but I do not propose to go into them at all 
My Ilonoinable ti lend complained about the Hindu ])apei>., but what about 
the iVnglo- Indian pajiers, what about the Siatc^huin itself 

Lieut -Colonel H A J Gidney (Nominated Anglo-Indians) 
What has tlie Anglo-Indian got to do in this mattei ^ 

Mr K. C Neogy , Sir, so t*ai as the incidents at Rohitpur are con- 
cerned, one may depend ceitainly uiion the \ersion published in the 
Statesman My Honourable friend ivill see 

Dr A Suhrawardy Who was the reporter ? 

Mr K. 0 Neogy that even a paper like the i^tatesman does 

not bear out his \ersion in this particulai instance Fortunately for us, 
all the Muhammadans ot Dacca are not like m> Honouiable fiiend, 
Mr Ghuznavi (Hear, hear), and I am heie to acknowledge that indnidual 
Muhammadan gentlemen have afforded protection to Hindus in distress 
during these troublous days , and I propose to read out a certain state- 
ment mad(‘ bv a Muhammadan pleader of Dacca which will ha\e some 
interest tor my Honouiable friend, Mr Plaig The statement is a signed 
one, and I have seen the original in the Bar Library at Dacca This state- 
ment has reference to the point as to whether the police force at the time 
was adequate 

** On Rntnrdav ”, sius tbi'j 8t<itcniont, ” roturmiis:^ from Court it about I pm, 
horinng i iiK'.it noise (omiiijf iroin the dirc< tioii of Nava B.t/ir muiudjial maiket, 

I proceeded townida th< muk^t I un t some plsse^sb^ who toM me tint i Rliop 
in tli(' m irket Ind b( <m set fire to I went ne.ir the m irket ulu're butchers’ shops 
me situ r tonml .1 nowd hefoie the buining shop, ind J saw sevei il men going 

witli ntnles ot tin sliops Tl)e\ n( k ill Mali imm kIhih 1 found tint i few }>ohce 
men with <1 P mope in oitn et toming out of the nowd moMiig loisnrel> towards the 
west 

(Sd ) A F NURAN NABI, B L , 

Pleaihr, Dacca ” 

It IS not a ipiestioii ot the insufficiency of the police, it is indifference, it is 
criminal callousness 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig . These, Sii are mattei s which wnll 
come under inquiry by the Committee 

Mr K. C Neogy • I quite redli/e that My Honourable friend has 
done a ver> good service to me by reminding me of the point What, Sir, 
the constitution of that Committee ^ Two members of the Indian Civil 
SerMce, may be, one is a Judge of the Patna High Court, and the other a 
Member of the Board of Revenue in Bengal The Honourable gentleman 
knows the natiue of the allegations brought forward in this matter The 
Honouiable Member knows who aie suspected to be at the bottom of the 
whole tiling The Honourable Member know’s that the bona fideSf at least 
ot the local authorities, including some J C S gentlemen, ape being ques- 
tioned 

The Honourable Mr H Q. Haig : Does the Honourable Member mean 
to question the hf>na jidcs ot the members of the Committee 1 

Mr K 0. Neogy . I have nothing to say personally against either 
ot these gentlemen, but the fact that Government could not nnd members 
for this Committee from outside the t C S shows that Government 
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perhaps are not very sincere in their desire to get an unbiassed report 
(Hear, hear ) The popular impression is that the Committee has gone 
down to Dacca With a lot of whitewash, and 1 am certainly entitled to give 
vent to the popular apprehensions m this matter They do not teel that 
the Committee, which is inquiring into the matter, is doing so with an open 
rnind The action ot the authorities, that of the Coinniissioner ot the Divi- 
sion who was present at Dacca at the time, that ot the Distiict J\lagistra1e, 
and all the rest ot them belonging to the I C H , the eoriduet of all these 
gentlemen will hd^e to be inquired into, and the Cosernment could not 
make a better choice than selecting two members ot that \ery service to 
constitute the (’ommittee * And wdiat did the people want ^ The people 
wanted a mixed committee composed of officials and uon-officials The 
Honourable Member might say, “ There is a dispute between Hindus and 
Muhammadans, and if Government had appointed a committee composed of 
Hindus, the Muhammadans might object, and vice veisa " But thev 
could, if they wanted to avoid non-officials, appoint to the Committee a 
Hindu Judge of a High Court and a Muhammadan Judge of a High Court, 
with the addition ot a Euiopean Judge it they so liked Now mv Honour- 
able triend stated that the iiomts raised here arc leally in issue before that 
Committee But he surely missed the point of mv Kesolution The Com- 
mittee is concerned with an mquirv into the lesponsibihty or otheiwuse of 
the local officials for the situation cieated What I want to know from 
the Government is, what attitude did the Government of India take in this 
matter f Is the attitude of the Government of India also being investigat- 
ed bv this Committee ’ Nothing that the Honourable Membei read out 
from the terms of reference of this Committee bear him out there What 
I w’ant to know is, what was the attitude of the (TO\ernment of India all 
this time ? That is certainly quite different from the subject-matter of the 
inquiry, which is to find out the lesponsibihty of the local officials unless 
of course the Government of India identify themselves thoroughly with the 
local authorities 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig • I do not quite understand wffiat 
the Honourable Member means If the Local Government were handling 
the matter adequately, there w'as no occasion for the Government of India 
to intervene The view of the Government of India was that the Local 
Government weie handling the matter adequately By appointing this 
Committee of Inquiry, they were doing what w^as right, 

Mr K. C Neogy : Is that whit the Honourable Member wrote down 
to the Government of Bengal, namely, that, You are doing all that is 
needed for the situation ^ That is exactly what I want to kiiow^ I 
should like to have an answ'er, Sir 

The Honourable Mr H. G Haig : An answer to what t 

Mr. K 0. Neogy : Did the Government of India simply write to the 
Government of Bengal Baat they were perfectly satisfied about what they 
had done in the matter ? Do I take it that the Honourable Member and 
his Government were keeping their eyes and ears shut to the situation in 
Dacca t It is necessary for the purpose of establishing the Honourable 
Member’s hona fides that the eoi respondence should be published. I hope 
the Honourable Member realises the seriousness of the allegations that have 
been levelled against Government Does the Honourable Member 
know 
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Mr, Jehangir K Munshi (Burma Non-Buropeau) Will you permit 
im , to inter\ene on a point of information ? Will the Honourable 
Member {^j\e an assiiranee to the House that, after the report of thi> 
liKpnry Committee, he will publish the correspondence with the Go\ern- 
ment of Bengal on this subject V 

The Honourable Mr H O Haig 1 am not prepared to give am 
such assuianee 

An Honourable Member : It a\i 11 be published after the Round Table 
Conferenoe has finished its labours 

Mr K. C Neogy , Do I take it, then, that the Government of India 
ba\e fullj af)])ro\ed of what the Government of Bengal have done b\ 
not ‘'ending down any responsible officer to the locabty ^ I may infoim 
the House tliat not oni* single soul stirred out from Darjeeling, neithei 
the duel Seeretarj nor Mi Prentice who is in charjte of this portfolio, 
not to ^p( alv ol tho GoMrnoi himself 

JSir, i(d<‘rence was niad(‘ to a funeral procession I have the state- 
ment of the officer in charge of the cremation ground at Dacca The 
House will remember that whereas a funeral procession, which started 
tile noting, was alloyed to be taken through the leading streets of the 
eitv without any let or hindrance, the Hindus could not take their dead 
bodies for cremation to the cremation ground And when this officei 
ajiyuoHched the Chanman of the Municipality the Chairman sent him 
with a lettei to the Thana (the Police Station) He savs 

“ A Miiliniii’i uLni ''>nb rti«(p<Htor it the thnin then f ilohvored the letter 

to him, nnd on porusinir the snnie, he told mo ‘ Yon nidnlgc in Bwndoshi and Hhoiit 
Bande Mafniam win thin do \om (Oine to us with a lettoi fioin BA\ndeshiwallah 
Satis Sink II ((’li.mnnn) ” 

^riu* JSub-Inspeetor then handed o\er the letter to the officer in chargv 
oi the thana, who ouleied it to be filed and said “ You won’t get ant 
police for guarding the Imrning ghat ” SeAcial people who had goie* 
there cai lying their dead bodies for cremation were murderously assault-^ 
ed and one of them actually lost lus life Since that incident took place, 
no Hindu had any piotection in the matter of carrying the dead bodies 
to the ciemation ground and the dead bodies had to be cremated mside 
Hull own houses Look at this picture and the other one * A huge 
procession carrying a dead body was allowed to be proceeded with 
throughout the streets It consisted of several thousands of people b> 
the turn' it had reached the moscpie 

Then, again, with regard to the question of inadequacy of the police 
foice Mention has already been made by my Honourable friend, Mr 
Sen, about the action of the police m snatching away the guns from 
peo])le who wmre attempting to defend themselves with their help 
Heie IS the statement of a Government officer, a Lecturer of a Government 
College 

“ I thtn mot tlu hootig ms vMth gun and after a few shots were fired the 
readies foil hack I wjs uaiting with the gan m hand when to the relief I found a 
short Anglo-Indian ofiiter on the roof of my house accosting me, even though he was 
pointing his revolver to me He asked me to put down the gnn which T did , and 
without cu*^( ring into nuv roasoumg or arguments with me, told me that the I^put> 
Inspector Genoiil of Police was coimng up and that I might tell hun anything I 
hked, TIh' lattoi came up soon after and to mv surprise he wanted me to deliver up 
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my gun \AhKl( ho ’\ou](:l soi/e, although 1 pointed out that I was h Govermneut senant 
and fiud in •«elf defend There was .inotlur gun iii the .niiacent house winch he also 
seued * ’ 

Does the Honourable Member mean to say that, whatever the Com- 
mittee ot Inquiry may ha\e to saj with regard to these incidents, the 
ed'ect oi the statements of responsible people like those whom I have 
quoted can be taken auay » What is the use ot waiting for the Repoit 
ot this white-washing Committee V 

Then, Sii, another jioint has not been investigated All the buining 
that has been done lias been done with the help ot iietiol Petrol was 
smeared on the doois, the beams and the rafteis ot biiek-budt houses 
A laige quantity of petiol was lequired tor the purpose Will the 
Honourable Member make an iiupiirv and find out as to whether the 
police have as yet tued to diseovei tlie souiee tiom which this jietrol 
came ’ It has been o])enlv alleged that the petrol was earned in 
private ears belonging to certain ])artieulai persons, and yet no action 
has been taken in this direction Even it 1 wei e to concede, for the 
sake ot aignment, that the police' loiee' was inadequate' at the time, vv'har 
have the police done since te> airest the ])eople who vveie named by the 
aggrieved persons as having been then assailants and having looted 
their projiertv What action has been taken to ti> and discovei and 
seize the looted piopertv ? The Honourable Member’s ease, I take it, 
)s this that, although tlie strength of the police was not siifheiont when 
the riots actually took place, it is quite sufficient now Will the Honour- 
able Member find out as to why it is that no seiious attempt has been 
made to recover the looted propeitv woith at least 20 to .10 lakhs ? I 
know that in a few instances make-heliev(‘ searches weie made And 
would it be believed by this House that before the searches were made, 
people were cautioned bv' beat of dium in the Citv ot Dacca that searches 
might take place ’ This statement has been made by responsible* people 
The House can easilv imagine what came out of these searelies 

$lir, I am about to close mv caiecr in this House 

An Honourable Member And so sav all ’ 

Mr K C. Neogy • I mav be permitted to sav that when I came into 
this Assembly ten years ago T had great confidence, if not iii the Govern- 
ment at least m the Constitution God knows that I did not come heie 
to adv’ance m 3 " personal interests in any way And when I go back 
today, may" I tell this House that that faith has been ludely shaken by 
the recent incidents that I hav"e m 3 "self witnessed wuth my own eyes and 
about which I have made personal inquiries I feel that it is extremely 
difficult for any one to do any real service to his country as a Member 
of this House If I hav-e said anything which might have irritated the 
Honourable Members opposite, it is because I expected a very" high 
standard of conduct from the Government which they have failed to 
attain 

Mr President : Resolution moved 

This As8embl3 recommends to the Go»ernor General in Courifii to publish all 
correspondence that has passed between the Goveriimcut of India and the Government 
of Bengal in (oniuction with the recent outbreak of lawlessness in the OitA of Dacca 

and itfi neighbourhood.*' ^ 

The question is that that Resolution be adopted 
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The Assembly divided 


AYES 

\yjangar, Mr K V Itaugasvvami 

Mr N Natesa. 

Chetti^ar, Rao Bahadur P T Kuma 
raH^^ anil 

Ghptt\, AI) R K Nluminukham. 

Das, Mr B 

Dntt, Mr A mar Nath 

Dntta, Rai Bahadur S V 

Hue, 

Jajakar, Mi Vf R 
Lalnn Phaudhur^, Mr D K 
Malipshpiin, Mr G 
Muknrjeo, Ah S.iridindu 
Munshi, Air .Jehangir K 
Naiid Lil, 1)1 

NOES 


29 

Asohal Singh, Mr 
Jieogy, Mr K 0 
Patil, Rao Bahadur, B L 
I Pitil, Rao Bahadur, D R 
Ramil, Rio Sahib B 
Ra iiga Ivor, Air C S 
Ranga, Mr N G 
Rao, Air G Sarvotham 
Roddi, Mr T X Raniakrishna 
8 dll, Air Lai N.irendra Pratap 
Saida, Rai Saliib Harbilas 
Sen, Air B O 
Singh, Air Gaja Prasad 
Sitai.iiiiaraju, Air B 
Vcnkatnkrishiia}>a Chowdrj, Mr P 
19 


Abdul Qaiyuni, NaAvab Sir Sahibzada 

Alexander, Air W 

Anuni 111 Azmi, Air 

Baipai, Mr G S 

Baip.u, Ml R S 

BaiuM]!, Mr Rapiaravan 

Baum, Ah E P 

Bhoie, The Ilonoiiiable Sir Joseph 
Buss, Ah h <’ 

Chittoriee, The Revd J C’ 

Cocke, Sir Hugh 
Dalai, Dr R 1) 

Dntt, Ah G S 

OhuznaM, Air A H 

Gidiie\, Lieut (Mlonel H A J 

Gujime, Air C AV 

Haig, The Honourable Air H G 

Hamilton, Air K L B 

Heathcote, Air L V 

Hiri Singh Brar, Sardar Bahadur Hono 
r}ir\ Gaptain 

Howell, Air E B 

Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur Bardar 
Koreishi, M r A O 
Lamb, Mr W S 


I Mifchell, Mr D G 
[ Aloore, Ah Arthur 

ATukher]ee, Rai Bahadur S C 
Xoyco, Sir Frank 
Pa 1 sons, Air A A L 
Filial, Mr A A 

Rainv, The Honourable Sir George 
Ra]ah, Rao B ihadur M C 
' R.niin ilsinhp, S.irdar T 
I Ran, Air H Shinkar 
I Sahi, Air Ram Piashad Naravan 
[ S uiiH, Air H A 
S.irimi, Air R S 

Schuster, The Honourable Sir George, 
Scott, Mr J Ramsay 
Sen, Afr U X 
SorUw, Mr H T 
Stodait, All J C 
fetudd, Mr E 
Suhra^vardy, Dr A 
Sykes, Mr E F 
*^Tin Tut, Air 
Turner, Air A G. 

Yamm Khau, Mr Muhaminadr 
Young, Mr G M. 


The motion was negatived 



RESOLUTION BE RAILWAY ACCIDENTS. 

Mr. A. H. dhumayi (Dacca Division Muhammadan Rural) . Sir, 
I beg to move the following Resolution which stands in my name 

** This Assemblv recoinmeiids to the Govenior General m Council that steps be 
taken in all eases of Eailwa} accidents entailing loss of human lives (1) to institute 
a Coroner’s enquiry, (2) to deliver the bodies of the dei cased to the relatives concerned 
as far as practicable, failing that to different social service organisations, and (3) 

to institute a judicial enquiry by a Committee to be composed of ofhcials and non- 

otficials ” 

Mr. President : Resolution moved * 

This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that steps be 
taken in all cases of Railway accidents entailing loss of human lives (1) to institute 
a Coroner’s enquiry, (2) to deliver the bodies of the deceased to the relatives concerned 
as far as practicable, failing that to different social service organisations, and (3) 

to institute a judicial enquiry by a Committee to be composed of officials and non- 

officials. ’ ’ 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, 
the 17th July, 1930 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Thursday, 17th July, 1930 


The Assembly met m the Assembly Chamber at Eleven ot the Clock, 
Ml*. President in the Chair 


SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Treatment received by two Congress Volunteers prom the Police in 

Simla 

Rai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai (1) Are Go\ernment a^vare 

(a) that on the 13th July, m the afternoon, two European police 
officers on duty on the Simla Mall accosted two Congress 
Volunteers, who were dressed in Congress volunteers’ clean 
dress, and who were informing the public about a lecture to 
be held in the evening by Lala Duni Chand of Ambala m the 
Ganj , 

(&) that the said volunteers replied that they were doing th^ir 
duty in quite a peaceful manner and that as peaceful citizens 
of Simla they had every right to walk on the Mall , 

(c) that thereupon the said European police officers, one of them 
named Mr Webber, pushed violently or rather threw one 
volunteer over the other, and that, as a result both of these 
volunteers were thrown off into Alley No 6 causing serious 
injuries to both , 

{d) that as a result of this one of the volunteers is in a precarious 
condition , 

(«) that the above-mentioned conduct of the said police officers has 
agitated the pubhc mind to a great extent and people in 
hundreds had gathered at the scene of occurrence , and 

(/) that the aforesaid event has given birth to a serious political 
agitation in Simla t 

(2) Will Government please state under what and whose orders the 
said European police officers stopped the above-mentioned two volunteers 
from peacefully walking on the Mall ? 

(3) In case the said police officers had no such orders, will Govern- 
ment state what legal po’v^er they had to stop these volunteers from walk- 
ing on the Mall f 

(4) Will Government state what empowered the said pohee officeirs to 
beat the said volunteers ? 


L9CPB(LA) 
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(5) Are Government prepared to institute a sifting inquiry into this 
accident and the action on the part of the said police officers ' 

(6) (a) Have Government inquired about the condition of the said 

tvo volunteers , 

{b) Will Goveinnient state A\hat compensation they are prepared to 
make to the said volunteers , and 

(c) Are Oo\einment a^^ale that Mi Nand Lai Dictator of the 
Simla (Vmgress, aaHo came and helped to take a^vay the in- 
jured volunteeis, was also beaten by the police ? 

The Honourable Mr H. O. Haig : (1) I am mfoimed that the two 
volunteers, accompanied by about 25 or 30 other persons, were making a 
noise and collecting a crowd on the Mall, when a Police Sergeant asked 
them to desist or to leave the Mall They refused to do so and the 
police lemoved them tiist to the Middle and later, owing to further 
obstiuction to the Lowei Bazaar The volunteers resisted and it was 
necessarj' to use some force It is denied that unnecessary force was 
Used 01 that moie than trivial injury was caused to them The District 
Magistrate had inquiries made on the evening of the Ihth instant by a 
Magistiatc, who saw the volunteers in company with the doctor who 
had attended them The pulse of both was normal and the doctor stated 
that neither of them was m a precarious or dangerous state They both 
refused to be examined by the Assistant Surgeon and they have not 
gone to hospital for treatment 

(2) and (3) TTnder the Police Act of 1861, it is the duty of the 
police to keep order in the public street^? 

(4) It IS denied that the volunteers were beaten 

(5) and (6) The matter is one for the Local Government, to whom 
the questions of the Honourable Member and the replies given thereto 
will be communicated I am informed that Mr Nand Lai was not 
beaten 

Mr. Gaya Praaad Singh * Sir, are Government aware that this assault 
was seen by the gentleman who has put the question, and also by another 
Honourable Member of this House ? On what authority do Government 
state that the assault is denied ? 

The Honourable Mr H O. Haig : My information is derived from 
the district authorities 

Mr, K C Neogy : Were the district authorities present on the spot 
and were they eye-witnesses 1 

The Honourable Mr. H G Haig : I really cannot say 

Mr Gaya Prasad Smgh : May I know who was the doctor who 
accompanied the gentleman and who examined the volunteers 1 

The Honourable Mr H. G. Haig : I think his name was Dr. Mukand 
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Mr Gaya Prasad Singh : Are Government aware that I hold m my 
hand m original a certificate which was given by Dr Mukand Lai, M B , 
B S , dated the 14th July, 1930, with regard to the condition of one of 
the volunteers to whom reference has been made in the reply. He states 
as follows . 

‘‘ I examined 

The Honourable Idr H G Haig . Which volunteer t 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh I am telling you 

“ T examined Ati ^ukhu Run it 8 4"> pm in the Congress Office, uid found him 
hing unionscious , Ins pulse mis vers rapid and thready ivhich could not be counted, 
all his body was ( old, pupils dil ited, and condition was grave He v is suflfenng from 
brf'uthlessness too, ind fevniptoms of heart failure were evident ” 

Is he not the same gentleman ? 

The Honourable Mr. H G Haig . The inquuy by the Magistrate was 
on the l")th Jnlv, bv which time apparently IMr Siikhu Ram had 
recovered 

Mr President : Rai Bahadur Panna Lai 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh I wanted to ask another supplementary 
question on such an important matter 

Mr President : You never got up , I iievei stop any supplementary 
questions 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh • Will Goxernment kindly state whether the 
District Magistrate ot ISimla \isited the two Aolunteers ? 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig Not the District Magistrate , he 
deputed another Magistiate 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh . What is his name ? 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig . That 1 cannot say 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Will Go\ernment kindly state as to whether 
any Magistrate or any othei responsible officer of the Government was 
present at the time when these assaults took place 

The Honourable Mr H G. Haig : I believe not, Sir 

Mr D K. Lahin Ohaudhury , Is not the statement of Honourable 
Members of this House, who were eye witnesses of the occurrence, suffi- 
cient f 

An Honourable Member : Who were they ? 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig.. I am not aware that any statement 
has been made by Members of this House 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh ; The Honourable Member putting this ques- 
tion ^*s present on the spot and he himself witnessed the occurrence, and 
also another Honourable Member 

J.,9CPB(I*A) 



604- 


LE01«LATIVE ASSEMBLY 


[17th July 1930 


An Honourable Member : What ih his name ? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh ; Mr Nehal Singh 

Mr D K Lahirl Chaudhury : May I ask again whether Government 
have any reason to disbelieve the statement of Honourable Members of 
this House, who were eye-wutnesses of the occurrence and who put these 
questions 1 , f 

The Honourable Mr H G. Haig . No statement, as far as I am aware, 
has been made b> any Member of the House Ceitain questions have 
been put and they have been answered 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh : Is it not a fact that these two Honourable 
Menibeis of this House, Mr Nehal 8ingh and Rai Bahadur Panna Lai, 
have stated that they themsehes saw these volunteers being beaten and 
thrown down ? 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig • I am unaware of anv such state- 
ment, Sir 

Mr K C Neogy • May I lequcst von, Sii, to ask the Honourable 
Menilnu wdio has {mt these questions to state as to wdiether these questions 
are framed on the basis of anything that he saw' personally ? 

• Rai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai We saw these incidents ouiselves 
personally Theie were also some other Members ol this House present 
with us, and tliese questions ha^e been fiamed on the basis of what we 
witnessed ourselves We saw all the incidents with our own eyes and 
then flamed these questions 

Mr Nehal Singh . I also saw it with my own eyes 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig * I hope. Sir, the Honourable Member 
will bung his information to the knowledge of the district authorities 

Mr K 0. Neogy : He has done so m his questions 

Mr President . That is not a question 

Action against Congress Volunteers walking on the Mall, Simla 

Eai Bahadur Lala PsmBa Lai : (1) Are Government aware 

(а) that four batches of volunteers walked on the Mall on the even- 

ing of the 14th July, 1930 , 

(б) that the police on duty on the Mall on the 14th, among whom 

there were one Mr Shahzada, Sub-Inspector of Police, and 
one European Sergeant, abused the volunteers who walked 
peacefully on the Mall, using very filthy language and even 
knocked the heads of the volunteers together , 

(c) that after being abused the volunteers were arrested or taken 

into custody by the policfi , 

(d) that after being arrested or being taken into custody the pplice 

officers asked the polwe Constables there to beat the volun- 
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(«) that the police constables so addressed hesitated to do so, be- 
cause the volunteers were quite peaceful, sober, and within 
the bounds of la^v , 

if) that as a result of this hesitation on the part of these constables 
to beat lav fill and peaceful ^olunteers, the constables were 
abused in their turn by the police officers , 

io) that as a result of this abuse meted out to constables there were 
murmurs of discontent and displeasure amonj? these constables ; 

(h) that the police ofliceis seeing this discontent and displeasure 

amopg the constables took them off from their duty on the 
Mall , and 

(i) that at this stage the Treasuiy Officer arrived on the scene and 

said to the police that as section 144 did not appl> to that 
place, they were not acting within the law when they pre- 
vented the volunteers from walking on the Mall, and that the 
said officei then caused the volunteers to be let off ? 

(2) Will Government please state 

(a) under what and whose orders were the said volunteers stopped 

from walking on the Mall on the 14th instant and then arrest- 
ed and taken into cii^-tody , and 

(b) under what legal procedure the \olunteers were then let off ? 

The Honourable Mr H, G Haig . (1) (ct) T am infoimed that three 
parties of volunteers at different times on the evening ot the 14th July 
attempted to make a demonstration on the xilall The first part} when 
asked to lea\e refused to do so and sat down on the ground The} were 
removed by the police The second party were stopped at an entrance to 
the Mall and induced to return to the Middle Bazar The third party, 
wffiich was joined by members of the first party, w^re induced to leave by 
a Congress worker 

(6) The >oluiiteer& were not abused nor w^re their heads knocked 
together 

(r) They were not ai rested or taken into custody 

(^)> (/)j { 9)1 W suggestions are without foiindatior 

(i) The facts are as stated in (a) abo\e No question of the applica- 
tion of section 144, Criminal Procedure Code, arose 

2 (a) The volunteers were stopped from ei eating a demonstration on 
the Mall, because they co lected a crowd and there was interference with 
traffic The police acted m accordance with the duty imposed on them by 
the Police Act 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr Gava Prasad Singh : Are Government aware that ^Ir R V. 
Rangasw ami Ayyangar, a Member of this House, actually saw^ the incident, 
I fhe of the two volunteers wmie knocked together ? 

The Honourable hb* G ®alg : No, Hir , I am not aware of that 
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Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Will Government kindly give the sources 
of information on which their reply to this question is based ? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G Haig : It has been received from the dis- 
trict authorities at short notice 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh : Will Oo\ernmcnt kindly state the sort of 
denuinsti ations \\hich those lolunteers are alleged to have been making 
on the Mall ^ 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig : T understand that they were col- 
1 'Cting a v*ioi\ (1 there 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh * Do Government realise that the volunteers 
aie not lesponsihlc toi the eiowd vhich might he walking up and down 
the Mall ^ 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig : I do not suppose a cioud collects 
without any inducement 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh : May I know, KSir, what is the nature ot the 
inducement offered ^ 

Mr K 0 Neogy : The assaults committed on them 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig That 1 cannot say 

Mr K C Neogy Is the Honourable Member awaie that he is bring- 
ing disgrace iqion Goveinment by guing such leplies to serious ques- 
tions 

The Honourable Mr H G. Haig . No, Sir , I am not aware I do not 
know what the Honourable Member means 

Mr K 0 Neogy : I mean what 1 say 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh : Are Go\ernment aware that, on the 14th 
instant, Avhen four or fi\e volunteers were going up the Mall in the even- 
ing, the^ were pre\ented by the prhce from going further than the shop 
of Cotton, Moins and Company on the Mall, towards Chota Simla, and 
this was witnessed hv man\ Members of the Assembly ? 

The Honourable Mr. H G. Haig : 1 ha\e no information about that, 
Sir 


Mr Gaya Prasad Singh . Is the Honourable Membei prepared to take 
it from me that this incident was witnessed not onh by myself but by 
m} Honoui able friends, I\Ii Uaju, Mr S P Sahi Mr Reddi, and others ^ 

Mr Presidant • Ihis is not a question This is supplying informa- 
tion 


Mr Oaya Prasad Singh : I am putting it m the form of a question, 

Mr. President : It does not make a question 
Mr. Gaya Prasad Sino^h A GnVprnment 
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The Honourable Mr H G Haig : I am perfectly prepared to take i1 

fiom the Honourable Member that he witnessed certain incidents. 

Abdul Haye Do Government really believe that the informa- 
tion supplied to them by the district officers is correct V 

Mr K C Neogy ; Gospel 

The Honourable Mr H. Q. Haig : Yes, Sir 

Mr. K C Neogy 1 meiel} added that they consider it to be gospel 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh . May I know, Sir, under what law these 
volunteeis v ere pi evented from pioceeding on the Mall ? 1 mjself saw 

the incident 

Mr President . This is not a question 

Mr Gkiya Prasad Singh : If you are going to be so strict in this 
manner, Sir, I do not want to proceed fuither 

Mr. President : Mr Gaya Prasad Singh 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh * I asked my friend to tell me under whal 
law these volunteers vere pievented from proceeding on the Mall 
towards Chota Simla 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig : The action taken by the police, 1 
understand, was taken under the Police Act, which enjoins on the police 
the duty of keeping order on public roads and preventing obstruction tc 
traffic 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh • Are Government aware that these volunteers 
were proceeding in a perfectly orderly manner and they were making nc 
sort of demonstration or causing obstruction to traffic ? 

The Honourable BIr H G. Haig : No, Sir , I have no definite informa 
tion about that I understand that the Honourable Member is referring 
to some incident different to the one on which I am attempting to answei 
questions 

Is the Honourable Member refernnir to the same volunteers as are 
referred to in this question ^ 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : I do not know whether they are the same 
but that does not alter the nature of the question I am asking about th( 
policy of the Government 

Mr President : The question is about particular volunteers, anc 
Government cannot be expected to ha\e information about all the \oluii 
teers that were on the Mall in Simla 

Mr Gaya Prasad Smgh : My question is whether the Governinen 
of India or the local authorities concerned have issued any instructions t( 
the police with reference to the way in which traffic should be regulatet 
and the way in which the volunteers should be dealt with on the Mall 

The Honourably BIr H G Haig : It is not a matter for the Gove>rn 
ment of India to regulate traffic m Simla 
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A 'CHjuanavi : Is the Honourable Member aware that there 
was a demonsti ation near the Assembly building the other day when the 
volunteers cried out, “ Assembly men kon holegd f Ullu holegd ** 

Who \\ill speak in the Assembly ? Fools will speak ”) (Laughter ) 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh : Is not that a correct description of many 
of the Members of this House ? 

Mr. President : Order, order The Honourable Member must with- 
draw his remarks 

Mr A. H Ghuznavi . 1 withdraw my remarks (Laughter ) 

Mr President • (To Mr Gaya Prasad Singh) The Honourable Mem- 
ber must withdraw^ liis remarks 

{Cries of '' Withdraw ^0 

Mr Gaya Prasad iSij^h * Ail rjvght. Sir If you say that this des- 
cription does not apply here, I am prepared to withdraw it 

Mr President That will not do The Honourable Member must 
offer an unqualified withdraw^al. 

(Cries of “ Withdraw^ 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh . I will rather w alk out of the House than 
make an unqualified withdrawal when I feel that the description is abso- 
lutely correct 

Mr President : The Honourable Member is perfectly within his 
rights to take any action that he likes 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh * Thank you ^ 

(The Ilonouiable Member then walked out of the Chamber ) 

Sir Oowaeji JelMOgir . Is it a fact that \olunteers are not allowed to 
walk on the Mall ? 

The Honourable Mr H G. Haig : No, Sir, as fai as I know, provided 
they behave themselves in an ordinary and orderly manner 

Action aoainst Conori^ss VoLUNTFLRfe waijcing on the Mall, Simla. 

‘Rai Bahadur Lala ^Panna Lai (a) Are Government aware that at 
about 6 o’clock in the evening on the 15th July, 1930, some volunteers 
again walked on the Mall, being accompanied by some Members of the 
Legislative Assembly ? 

(h) Are Government aware that the volunteers shouted their 
slogans on the l^>th and that they were not prevented from so doing, uOr 
were they stopped or arrested by the police as on the previous day ? 

(r) Will Government please state *ft) under what legal action the 
"peaceful volunteers were stopped from walking on the Mall on the 18th 
and the 14th , and 

(it) Under what legal authority the volunteers were allows to walk 
on the Mall on the 15th, and even to shout their slogans T 
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•The Honovralile Mr H O Haig (a) Yes 

(h) No action was taken because no ciowd collected and there was 
no obstiuction to traffic 

(c) I would refer the Honourable Member to the answers given to 
the two j/TiMous questions, and to part (6) of this question 

Mr President I understand tliat Mr Deputy Piesident A\ants to 
put a short notice question and that the Honoui able Member in charge 
has agieed to answer it Loss of Revenue caused by the CimI Disobedience 
Movement 

AS^‘ &J3|gh Qoar (l) Will Go\einment be pleased to state the 
deficit in the Central revenue, particular!}" Customs, during the last quarter 
tlst 4-Prd to the end of June, 1930) as compared with the corresponding 
receipts in the corresponding part ot last }e’r did the estimate of receipts 
during the quarter in question, and 

(2) How much of the. deficit can be fairly ascribed to the civil disobe- 
dience movement ? 

Th6rH<mourabl€ Sir George Schuster (1) The figures of the Central 
Govemmaits revenues under the \anous heads for the firrt quarter of 
the year will, T am afraid, not be available until a few days after the close 
of the Session I am, howe\er, in a position to gi\e figures relating to the 
gross Customs ie\enue These were 12 crore^ and 24 lakhs for the first 
quarter of 1929 and 12 crores and 26 lakhs tor the fir^t ([uarter of 1930, so 
that theie i^ an apparent impio\ement of jurt about 2 lakhs These 
figures, however, do not correctly reflect the tiue position According to 
our budget anticipations,, the recent changes in taxation should have result- 
ed in an addition of about 1 erore and six lakhs to our Customs revenue 
in the first quarter of the curient year As against this, the receipts of 
the first quarter of 1929 were swollen bv about 50 lakhs on account of 
thiow forward from the pre\ious year Balancing these two faetor>, it 
may be said that there has been a deterioration in the gross Customs reve- 
nue to the extent of about half a crore 

(2) As the Honourable Member is aware, the course of trade does not 
necessarily follow any fixed arithmetical rule month by month, and it is 
difficult to hazard any opinion as to how^ much of the loss can be ascribed to 
the civil disobedience moiement, although it seems not improbable that the 
entire loss can be so ascribed T w’ould point out that it cannot be taken 
that, up to the end of June, the full effects of the movement on trade bad 
yet been felt T would further point out that the mo^-t serious reactions of 
this movement are really the destruction of confidence and the paralysatioti 
of internal trade , and that according to my general information, the effects 
on Indian business are likely to be considerably more disastrous than those 
on Government revenues 


STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE 

Appearance op Counsel in the Court of the Revenue Com missioned. 
North West Frontier Province 

Sir Frank Noyce (Secretary, Deportment of Education, Health and 
Lands) Sir, T lay on the table the information promised in reply to 
starred question No 516, askted by the Hononrable Maulvi Muhammad 
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Yakub on the 12th March, 1930, regarding the appearance of Counsel m 
the Court of the Revenue Commissioner, North West Frontier Province 


(a) Without a length^ aearch through the records, it is impossible to say m how 
raan^ instances parties have m the past been allowed to be represented by counsel in 
cases lioaid bv the Kcvenue t’ommissioiier on appeal or in revision The answer to 
the last part of the question is in the negative 

(h) (t) Figures foi the last three vears aie not readilj available But permis 
Sion was last vcai acroided m cases .uid refused in 18 Of the latter, four related 
to proceedings undo the Laiul Alienation Act, section 20 of which expiessly forbids 
the appcaraiue of legal pi i< titioriers, two related to applu itions in which no appeal 
was found to lie, and three involved no point of law 

(u) Pel mission was gi tnted under section 18 of the Punjab Land Revenue Act 
(ill) There h.is bitn no su( li deviation of practice 

(c) In view ot the answei to (b) (lu), this portion of the question does not 

arise 


Convictions under the Salt Act 

The Honourable Mr II. O Haig (Home Membei ) Sir, witli refer- 
ence to the information promised in my reply to starred question No 12, 
asked by Mr S C Mitra on the 14th instant, regarding convictions under 
the Salt Act, I lay a statement on the table 

The figures foi the Pro\ince of Bengal are not yet available 


iiMtmtnl showinj the conttctwns under the Salt Act 




1 

No of con 

No of con 



Total 

No of 

viotions in 

vnctions in 



No of 

con VIC 

which 

which 



con VIC 

tions in 

sentences of 

sentences of 


Province 

tions 

which 

imprisonment 

imprisonment 

Remarks 


durmg 

Bontonoes 

up to 6 

over 6 



last 6 

of fine only 

months j 

months 



months 

I 

irajxised 

1 passi d 1 

passed 


Madras 

•663 

25 

289 

203 

Balance 36 dealt with 






under seotaon 562, 
Criminal Procedure 
Code and on execut 
mg bond for good 
behaviour 

Bombav 

417 

65 

267 

95 


Bengal 


(Figures 

not vet available) 


United Provinces ' 

t437 

1 I 

374 

62 


Punjab 

2 

1 

' 2 

i 


Burtua^ 

90 

80 1 

' 2 


No information is 


i 



avadable regarding 
the balance of 8 







cases 

Bihar and Orissa 

Central Pro\ inco<i ' 

t370 

16 

300 

63$ 


Assam ' 

Delhi 1 

N W F P ’ 

16 

1 

10 i 

1 



Coorg ! 



• , 1 

1 




* 103 ont of this were convictions under the Salt Act coupled with penal code 
t Includes con notions under 1171 P C also 

X Excluding 14 granted psirdon after connotion and including 14 under section 117 
I Inoluding 14 convicted under section 11*7 I PC 




RESOLUTION HE RAILWAY ACCIDENTS 

Mr President Tiie House will nov resume discussion oii the Resolu 
tion moved by Mr Ghuzna\i Iasi eveiumr 

Mr A H Ghuznavi (Dacca Division Muhammadan Rural) Tht 
Resolution that I moved lust e\ening recommends to the Governor Genera 
m Council, (1) to institute a Coi oner’s enquiry, (2) to deliver the bodiei 
of the deceased to the relative eouceiiied, and (3) to institute a judicia 
enquiry by a Committee to be composed of ofhcials and non-officials 

Sir, I cannot conceive ol an\ leason v\h\ in eases of lailway accidenti 
entailing loss of lives, there should not be a Coi oner’s enquiry, and why th( 
dead bodies should not be delneied te the iel,Ui\es ot the deceased anc 
a judicial enquiij held wdien this pioceduie has been adopted so far a 
Calcutta and Bomba} aie concerned In the-'C cities, us ->oon as an accidein 
of this nature takes place a (’oioner s enquiiv is lu'ld, .ind the body, after 
being Mevved bv the Coroner, is delneied to the relatives, and a judiciai 
enqiiirv is held 

Sir, railway accidents entailing loss of luiman lives are now becomiiq 
almost a monthly occnirence With all the piecautious, with all the intei 
locking system, with all the modcun diseov^eiies to prevent them, hardly i 
month pa.s'?es when we do not hear of some radw^av accident wuth an appal 
ling death roll Then, Sir, the canard that lollovvs in the Press, tin 
harrowing tales of the sufferings ot the victims, the diverse versions o 
the casualties are all apt to make an impiession on the public mind, whicl 
the communique of the railway authorities can hardlv remove It is onl^ 
natural that the railways, being an interested paity, inasmuch as they maj 
be liable for damages for the dead and the wounded, should keep the num 
ber down, and, therefore, their version of the casualties is haidly believec 
by the public ^t large Speaking from mv personal ex])erience, 1 can sa} 
that the version of the jiassengers tiaveliing bv tliese ill-fated trams r 
often at variance with that of the railway concerned I refer to the colh 
Sion of the Dacca mail tram with the goods tram that took place in tin 
year 1924 Sir, my brother was a passenger by the Darjeeling Mail anc 
when that tram did not arrive and the news of a c'olhsion without any par 
ticulais as to the scene of occurrence leaked out, I naturally became ver> 
anxious Several of my friends were also travelling from Dacca by thai 
tram On arrival of the various relief trams we came to know all abou 
the accident It was discovered that the telegrams my brothei and othen 
had sent from a few stations on the line were withheld* It may be thai 
the railway authorities withheld these communications lest they shoulc 
create an alarm m the public mind. That, Sir, is no ground for withhold 
ing telegrams coming from passengers to their relatives informing them ol 
thieir safety The telegrams of such accidents are very important to thi 
relatives, and it was surprising that not a «mgle telegram was receivec 
by the relatives till the railway version was published m the newspapers 
Sir, I spent that whole day at the station w'aiting to meet the passenger* 
that the relief trams were carrying, and it w^as from them, Sir, that I hac 
a Innd picture of the harrowing scenes and of the callous manner in wind 
the victims were treated I can quite realise that in the perturbed stati 
of their mind, the eye witnesses and the vuctims might have magnified the 
events, but it is equally true that the railway concerned, m their anxiet} 
to safeguard their interest, painted it with their own brush and colour aJ 
far as compatible with the circumstances 

Sir, the Belur train sma^^h of 1928 is another instance m point — fai 
graver and of far more disastrous consequences The accounts published 


/an \ 
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in the now det unct Forward and the sensation caused at the time must be 
ti oil 111 tm' jji 'iiioiv ci ci us in Benejal Sir, with jour pernGSsioii 

I will lead a tew pa‘'‘'ages from what Forward had published 

“ Ju))\iard piiblishos sevcnl letters which reveal a ghastlj state of things in con- 
noftion with the Belur tiuiri smash from some passengers of the ill fated tram includ- 
ing a pleidir ot Burdwan 

‘ A horiified spectator ’ writes to say ^ that the tram was going above 10 miles 
an hour In the dark niglit some people were running hither and thither, the 

dead wore being tluown into .i ( 0 \ered wagon one after another as quicklj as pos- 
sible I could plainly hear weejiing and cries of pain and agony Accompanied with 
I could hear heavy thuds and blows being delivered and enes gradually diminish- 
ing ’ ” 

.Aai 'Honourable Member Was uot that fouud to be incorrect after 
judicial inquiry ? 

BIr A H Ghuznnvi I am comin*^ to that That is why T want a 
;iudwiial inquiry 

The Honourable Sir George Eainy (Mcmbci for Commerce and 
Bailwaya) I did not catch the name ot the place where the accident 
took ])Jace 

Mr. A H Ghuznavi • Belur Then he says 

“ J tould heal the voice of m European * Jaldt Karo, maw o^ko ' Somebody on 
niv left at a (Lst.uKe of 1'3 feet cried ^ hai jal, hai laJ, marta Bahu ’ A man came 
there nnd do.ilt he<uv blows and the dvmg mnn spoke no more I crawled into the 
tall grass and watilied the tragic <lr,ini i ” 

The iCfLson why I am reading this is that, it there is a judicial in- 
qiiiiy, all those stones would not be told I'here will be no oppoitiimty 
to make these allegations in the Press i will read only one more pas- 
sage and tlieii close lie sajs 

T am roidv to prove to the public that more than 300 are dead and 30 per 
cent could h.ivc been saved if the relief tram had not arnved and killed the 
djiiig 

Then, 8ii, he sa^ s 

Imiuediatciv aftei the occurrence, we managed to escape to the field 20 cubits 
off the line TIhji tluic commenced merciless belabouring by railway men and we 
fled to the level cio«<!iiig a few cubits behind the place of occurrence where actually 
at 3 o'clock in the morning coolies proclaimed to our hearing with shovels in their 
hands, ‘ Let us finish with tho^e still alive ’ 

Sir, only in January there was another accident on the Moradabad aec- 
tjon of the East Indian Ikulway entailing loss of lives It is wntluiii 
my knowdedge tliat in Hus connection various reports had been sent to 
be published to the Indian netvs ageiicy but they rightly or wrongly 
suppiesscd them and did not publish them. Various complaints had 
been made m that connection, but no inquiry was made This was agam 
follow’ed bj another accident on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway whieh 
also resulted in loss of lives No loss tlmn six railway accidents ‘h«w 

occurred in qinck succession since January, 1930, eiiiaalmg loss of 
Only the other day, on the 10th of January, there was another accidentrin 
^ladias m ‘.\hich, as a result, four passengers were injured semmsly. 
.It will thus be seen that railway disasters not a rune thing 
passed over as quite beyond human control, but, as I say, effective >»teps 
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to reduce accidents, as tar as pos>siblc, and particularly to remove the 
suspicion that has struck root in the public mind that the railway 
authorities only whitewash tlie events, should he taken Therefore, 
Sir, I think 1 have been able to biin^ home to this House the case for 
adopting the first portion of Resolution, uhieh lecommends a Coro- 

ner's inquiry It may be urged that Coioneis are found only in Pre- 
sidency towns like Calcutta and Bombay, and that they cannot always 
be available at or neai the scene ot lailna^ accidents, but, Sir, the mis- 
chief done by exaggerated accounts of railway accidents is so great 
that means should be found to pioMde foi a Coi oner’s inquiry m every 
district and eveiy sub-division wheie there is a raihvav The sinistei 
effect on the public mind caused by the fulminations ot the Forward 
with le^tiid to the Belur accident ^^as not easily removed, even 
aflei the High Court had held the letteis ot “A Honified Spectator ” 
to be false and fictitious The institution, Sii, of a Coionei s 
mquiiy will leassure the public mind and will allay public anxiety 
and public suspicion winch are gcneialh iiioused in e\ery case of a 
raihva^ aicident and wall lessen the chance ot railway autlioi ities being 
charged wuth holding a peifunctory inquiiy So tar, Sir, as I am aware, 
in almost every country a Coi oner's inquiry is held in cases of raihvay 
accidents In almost every countr\ othei than India, when a railway 
accident talces place entailing loss of lues, a Coronci 's ’ iquiry is held 
The considerations therefoie stated bj, me ought to outw^eigh all other 
considerations, and honoiaiy and stipendiary Magistiates in every pro- 
vincial town and sub-division should be empowered to discharge the 
duties and functions of Coroners That will remove, Sir, the difficulties 
that the railway authorities find m tlieii way to have a Coi oner’s inquiry 
if an accident takes place not iieai to any of the cil les of Bombay or 
Calcutta 

Now, as to the second portion of my Resolution, I am sure no argu- 
ment is necessary in support of my lecommendation for the delivery of 
the bodies of the victims to then relatives, oi, in the eases where they 
are unclaimed, for the delivery of the bodies to social service organisa- 
tions Even apart from the fact that it is calculated to remove sus- 
picion fiom the public mind as to the nuinhei of deatlis, which the rail- 
way authorities are generally acciued oJ suppiessmg, it will give the 
relatives of the victims concerned an opportunity of giving them a pro- 
per funecnl and of assuaging their feelings Dictates of humanity have 
recommended this course to the jail authoritus The jail authorities, 
even in the case of criminals dj.ng in the jails, delivoi the dead bodies 
to the lelatues concerned, and theiefore. Sir, there is no reason why the 
unfortunate relatives of the victims of railway accidents should be 
deprived of the consolation ol performing their last funeral rites 

Then, Sir, I have recommended a judicial inquiry by a committee to 
be composed of officials and non-officials The House is aware that the 
public nre not satisfied with the present practice of the railway officials 
holding an inquiiy assisted by ihe Government Inspector onlv It may 
be argued why should 1 ask for Ipwo inquiries of the same nature, as the 
Coroner’s inquiry is a kind ol judicial inquiry I can see from the 
Coronei s Act that ft is a judicial inquiry But my reply to that that 
th^ second judical inquiry is necessary in order to bring convic- 
tion to the? pubbe mind that there can be no room for doUbt that a fair 
and exhaustive inquiry had been made, and this inquiry ls meant to 
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replace the one 1 have just mentioned Then, Sir, holdmjj: the judicial 
inquiry, the Magistrate should empanel a jury consisting of a certain 
number of railway men and other otfieiais and also a fe^\ non-otiicials 
commanding the respect and confidence ol tin' public S>ueh an inquii y 
has a very great value f)f its own, Sii, and cannot fail to impress the 
juiblic as bi'ing fair and impartial If there is an\ apprehension of the 
railway employees concerned in the accident being prejudiced in the 
event of then lieing sent up foi trial, the inquiry may be held i7i camera 
and its proceedings need not be published 

Sir, with these words I coinnn nd my Kesolutioii to the acceptance 
of the House 

Dr Nand Lai (West Punjab Non-Muhammadan) 8ir, I agree 
with my learned iiiend, the anthoi of this Resolution, that a number 
of railway accidents, which ha\e occurred, have given birth to a great 
deal of sensation in some quaiters My learned friend's criticism m 
regard to certain irregularities appears t’o be correct But I must say 
that he has allowed himself to magnify his case to a certain extent 
The Poi oner's inquiry, as he himselt has conceded, and has lightly con- 
ceded, IS considered to be a judicial inquiry But the difficulty m his 
wa} IS this, as he himsi'lf h.is admitted it, that we find these officials only 
in the Picsulencv towns and not everywhere else But these accidents 
cannot be conti oiled by human agency so that they may occui only in 
places W'hich are within the jurisdiction of the Presidency towns It 
IS impossible for any human being to do that Now, considering the 
weakness of his case, he suggests that the Goroneis may be appointed 
in every district and in e\ery important town 1 hope 1 have coriectly 
understood him m this 

Mr A H. Ghuznavi ; 1 have suggested that stipendiary and 
honorary Magistiates mav he ]>ejmitted to hold such inquiries, not that 
the Coroners be appointed 

Dr. Nand Lai , The suggestion is, if I have rightly followed the 
Honourable Member, that ('oroners mav be appointed and the system 
which he has suggested m regaid to their appointment* is this, that the 
Ilonoraiy Alagistiates who are working now as such, may he empowered 
to act as (V)roncrs This is his ease I must submit, there are a number 
of flaws in It Supposing the accident takes place at a place w'hich is 
far away from the district headquarters or from a big I’owm and w^eather 
may be very hot, then there is a likelihood of the dead body getting 
rotten and some soit of obnoxious smell may begin to emanate from it by 
the time the Coroner mav" reach there 

Mr. A H Ghuznavi : Is my Honourable friend aware that, even 
m Calcutta, sometimes it so happens that the Coroner does not see the 
dead body before 24 hours haAC elapsed ’ 

Dr Nand Lai : My learned friend is entitled to put questions and 
cross-questions and interjections, but this is not the method of debate 
this IS not the method of argument In fact, this showr« the weakness 
of my learned frmnd’s case (Laughter > If vou have got some strength 
in your case, then have patience and hear me and try to challenge 
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arguments That is the proper method Impatience sometimes betrays 
weakness 

My learned fiiend has ablj enlightened me that my argument 

IS not sound on the ground of disl’anee and that giound appears to him 
to be a fallacious one When Inspectors oi Siib-Insjiectors or other 
police officers aie lequisitioned to be on the spot and hold an investiga- 
tion or an inquiiy, ceitamly they will be coming fiom some distant 
place My learned frieiurs aigument centres round this point To 
meet' this question, vliicli uiifo^Tunatel} he lias put to me in the shape 
of an interruption, I may tell him that if he is d^\are of the police 
administration and if he knows something about the exoeiitne manage- 
ment, then he will find that his question has no foice There are ihanas 
in every Tahsil and in e^er} small place Those thana^ aie in chaige 
of Sub-Inspectors There are Circle Ins^iecttirs, who are also easily 
available, without anv loss of time 

Mr A. H. Ghuznavi My Honourable frimid must be aw^aie that 
there are Honoraiy Magistrates practically in e\ery village in India 

Dr Nand Lai . I am soriy my learned friend’s experience is quite 
different from that of mine 

Dr A Suhrawardy (Burdwan and Presidency Divisions Muham- 
madan Rural) His expeiience is confined to Bengal and yours is 
limited to the North West Frontier Province 

Dr. Nand Lai . I am not ignoiant of the police arrangements in 
Bengal and of other places, because those arrangements are not in the 
air and they are not only in the head of my learned friend, but they are 
reduced to writing and there is a literature about them, and I can 
venture to say that I am aware of them It is wrong, I may say, that 
Honorary Magistrates are to be found in every village I think thi& 
IS an untenable position which my learned friend has adopted If he 
will go into the statistics, he will find that at some impoitant places there 
are noiiorai\ Magistiate^ Apart from that question, the Honorary 
Magistrates have been located at places which are at a very great distance 
from the district headquarters or even sub-divisional headquarters 
Now, I hope my learned tnend will acknowledge that I know something 
about Bengal 

Nows coming to my point, tliat if the former part of the Resolu- 
tion IS accepted by this House, it »m11 give rise to a number of difficulties 
and complications and the noble object, which is occupying the mind of 
my learned friend, will be frustrated His object appears to be 
undoubtedly a noble one, but he has not given his attention to the 
surrounding circumstances which wull really defeat his honest object. 
Consequently, so far as the former part of this Resolution is concerned, 
I am not in agreement wuth him, because it will give rise to considerable 
difficulties Instead of achieving the object which he has at heart, my 
learned friend will be making the case worse for the poor injured man 
a^d the poor relations of those who. are so injured, such as, his brothers, 
sisters or other remote relations 

So far as the second part of his Resolution is concerned, I have great 
sympathy with it. I fully endorse the learned arguments of my brother, 
hut I am sorry to say that he had no time to draft this Resolution 
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piojxih ^VhMi ] n d(l his ite solution, I was very much surprised that so 
learned a gentleman, as he is, had allowed himself not to take precautions 
which aie absolutely essential m a case like this The second part says • 
to deh\(i tin* bodies ot the deceased to the relatives concerned as tar 
as piaeti(Mh]( ’ No tim'* is mentioned If the dead body is delivered 
after three months, will my learned friend feel satisfied f (Laughter ) 
Then, again, he ‘^ays, “ as far as practicable ’’ 

Mr Muhammad Yamin Khan (Tnited Provinces Nominated Non- 
Official) Lrgencv has no relevancy 

Dr Nand La^ 1 am leadmir mv learned fiiendN Resolution I am 
not imagining am llmig Ila<l he given some time, his Resolution would 
have been ot grtsitei utility to the public The public would have 
thanked liirn and so v\onld have 1 Even if this Resolution is passed, 1 
do not think it will give to my learned fiiend’s constituents that satis- 
faction for vvliicii he lias taken up the cudgels But instead ot doing 
gieat good to them, practically he is opening a dooi 
to some officials, against whom he was crying, so that 
they can do whatever they like, so fai as the ({uestion ot time is 
concei ned 

Mr A H Ghiiznavi , My constituency in this matter is the whole 
of India and Buima 

Dr Nand Lai * The Resolution, as it stands at present, is not of 
great use to the public, inclusive ot the relations of the injured, wounded 
or dead persons So tar as the last part of the Resolution is concerned, 
it similarly savours of a number of difficulties and vv’eaknesses. My 
Honourable tiiend suggests that there should be a judicial inquiry 
composed of officials and non-offleials He is not in favour of having 
railway ofiicials on the inquiry The railway officials are very neces- 
sary, because so fai as the technique is concerned and so far as the 
circumstances relating to the working of the railway are concerned, the 
railway officials are the best judges But my Honourable friend has got 
a serious complaint against them 

Mh A. H Ohuznavi : I want the railway officials also , railway 
officials, other officials and non-officials 

Dr Nand Lai ^ly Ilonouiuble friend has got ample opportunities 
to impiove his statement and to improve his arguments. But my 
Honourable friend has not got the power to resist the temptation ot 
interrupting me I have great respect for liis learning, but I am sorry^ 
to say that he is not doing the right thing, so fai as his mabiUty to 
resist the temptation of obstructing others is concerned. 

Now, Sir, there is also a flaw in it, so far ns the latter part of the 
Resolution is concerned There is a flaw of serious character* So fhr 
as the railway officials are concerned, my Honouiable friend has now 
enlightened us that he has no objection, that he has no complaint against 
them There may be some railway officials, wffio according to his Yiew 
are directly responsible, so far as the question of injuries; so far as* the 
question of accidents is concerned But he says some othwr pe3?soii% 
non-officials who have got no knowledge of technical matters , who da 
not know' what is called a level crossing ; who do not know what are the 
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rules and legulatioiih , wiio ha\e no expoiienee ^hatsoevei of the 
working of the Raii'\\ay Dejiaitment, such men rfiav be asked to put 
their heads together ^Mth tneM‘ ele\ei' rad^aV experts and come to a 
decision Now, Hir, I ap])eal to you to tealise 's^liat \mU be the conse- 
quences These pon-officials, who are utteilA\ or to some extent ignorant 
of all the iTiles and regulations and the \soiknig of the ral]\^ays, tAill 
acc as puppets, as dummies and as subserMent to the opinion of the 
railway experts, A\ho are etpupped with expeiieneo and knowI(slge Those 
non-officialb, T submit — this is my belief — will be sal)‘^e^vle^t and they 
will say, “ Yes ” m a veiw slavish manner to eveivthing the raihvay 
officials say, not having the courage to contradict them, not having the 
courage to discuss A\ith them, not liaMiig the coinage to tell them, 
“ Here you are A^rong, lieie you aie not right, heie voiu station master 
erred oi 3 our poinisman erred ” Simply they will sit there as ligiiie- 
heads, ealling Themselves non-olticials This sort of constitution of a judicial 
trii'iinal, I am afraid, will not ho ol anA’ a\ail to the public Whv do [ 
argue like that 1 I liaxe got some reasons, but they mav not he jialatabh' 
to my Honoiiiable fiiend, because thev aie against him But I am sure 
Honourable Members of this House amH appreciate them It is onh the 
lailAAay officials that can understand the 1 esponsibility The railwa.A’’ 
officials do realise that they shall ha^e to stand betoie the bai of the 
public foi any accidents that ma\ happen 

Mr President T am afraid the Honourable Member has exhausted 
his tune 

Dr Nand Lai ThauK \on, Sii, I shall finish soon Theiefore my 
submission is that, though T liaAc got great s,>mpathy \Anth a eeitaiii part 
of the arguments that laihAa^ accidents aie de])lorable and aie terrible, 
and in some eases the ^’ailAAa.As do not gi\e cnei charge of the dead bodies 
at once, and a number of other difficulties ciop up, and that the Railway 
Department are ui some cases open to eiiticism, I have got sympathy 
with my Honourable fiiend's Resolution only to tliat extent, namely, 
that there must be some arrangement, but the remedy Avliich he suggests, 
T am afraid, aviII not cure the disease , it aviU lather increase the 
complaints against the iailAAa\s Therefoie, I do not find my to 

support this Resolution as it is A\oided, though I am in sj mpathj^ with 
the spirit of it, so far as the public are concerned 

Dr Ziauddm Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions 
Muhammadan Rural) Sir, I use to support the Resolution, but I 
support It, as my Honourable friend Dr Nand Lai said, in substance, 
though not m Avoid>s. 

Dr Nand Lai • Thank \^ou 

Dr Ziauddm Ahmad : If A\e accept the substance of the Resolution, 
then my distinguished and learned friend, Dr Nand Lai, can sugg<*st 
the necessary changes in the voluminous book winch my Honourable 
friend Dr. Nand Lai has before him We are pot just now conceined 
with the technique of law and I hope Dr Nan4 I'al will come foiwAaid 
to help ha if we accept the principle underlying the Resolution. Here 
we have got hard facts and we ought to try to remedy the defects that 
may be found therein I can tell you one mope definite instance of an 
accident, that is the one which happened near Bareilly about six monthi 
ago. It was a very had accident. All kinds of rancours were afloat and 
iif>CPn(LA) I) 
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some responsible persons came and told me that the Cml Surgeon of 
Bareilly went about and collected the tickets, so that persons might not 
be identified and no proof could be given of travelling by the same train 
The same responsible person continued to tell me that a large number of 
dead boilies \\ere put m a tram and those who were dying were killed 
actually and they ^vere thrown into the river Bamganga, which was quite 
close These were the lumours afloat and believed even by responsible 
persons. It is also a common belief among the people that enquiries 
made by the railway officials are partial ones Now, with this state of 
affaiis, is it' not desirable that, in order to allay the suspicion of the 
public to pacify common opinion there should be some judicial enquiry ? 
The only way in wliieh it can be done is that we should have a judicial 
enquiry along with departmental enquiry that immediately follow^s the 
accident I do not v ant to entei into the technicalities of law I 
frankly admit that, not being a lawyer, I cannot understand the difter- 
ence betv\een a Coroner’s enquiiy and a IMagistenal enquiry I quite ad- 
mit tliat we hn\e not got Coioners in every town We have got Magistrates 
at eve)> j)laee and a ]\Iagihtopial enqiurv will be quite as good as an 
enquii> b> a Coroner One thing was pointed out, that is, at some places 
th(‘ie aie no (’oioneis 

Mr A H. Ghuznavi • Appoint the Magistrates as Coroners 

Dr Ziauddin Ahmad . That is a mattei of law' T think it can be 
done if we admit the principle, that a Magisterial enquiiy should be 
held If we accept the princqde, then the other technicalities can be 
looked into and all the legal iioints can be overcome It wd>s pointed 
out that it might take a long time to reach the exact’ place w'here the 
incident occurred We k|now' that from the headquarters, iieaily all 
the railway station^ ot the district are not* veij fai, and I think, within 
tw'O or thiee houis, one could icach every place situated on the laihvay 
line fiom the head(juarters So it is not veiy difficult fiom the head- 
quarters for the District' Magistrate to send a properly ([uahfied 3\Iagis- 
trato to make immediate local enquiries on the spot This ma> be 
followed by judicial enquirv To my mind, Sir, these practical difficulties 
can be oveicome The legal difficulhes also can be oveicome The 
intention of the Resolution is that along with a departmental enquirj", 
theie should be instituted in euch case a Magisterial and a judicial eii- 
qiiirv^ whenever an accident occurs I theiefore submit that we ought to 
accept the Resolution 

Mr B. Das (Oiissa Division Non-Muhammadan) Sir, I have a 
good deal of synqialhy with the object with which my Honourable friend, 
Mr Ghuznavi, has brought foiwvard this Resolution T listened to him 
very carefully and T found that, like a doctor, he diagnosed the case veiy 
niceh , but his suggestion of the antidote is rather the wrong way The 
collect thing which my Honourable friepd should have done was to ask 
the llonouialilc the Railway Member to amend the Railway Act. Tqday 
the lailwujs happen to be State concerns. The Railway Act was passed 
m 1880, and since then, except for one or two amendments^^ nq piqper 
amendment has been made m the Act, in spite of pressure froi^ t)xe n^n- 
offioidl vSide And as far as I understand the situation, various,, re^pon- 
^ble special officers of the RaiWay Board are sitting over it and musing 
it Still, and it may be that this House will have Vo wait till Doomsday 
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before that Act is revised I do not know if my Honourable friend the 
Kailway Member, m his pressure of work, read the last Sundays^ 
edition of the Statesman of Calcutta Prom the mam leader there, I 
gather that the Railway Board circularised the different Chambers of 
Commerce to know certain view^s about the railway administration, and 
I was surprised to find that, on this occasion the Statesman acted as a 
real Friend of India ” I was very pleased at tlie comments which 
the Statesman made in reviewing the statement sent to Government by 
the South Indian Chamber of Commerce I have not seen the original 
text of the statement* of the South Indian Chamber of Commerce, but 
the Statesman opined that the Railw^ay Board was getting veiy antiquated 
and should be abolished, and that a Rates Tribunal should come into 
existence to control all the functions of the Railway Boaul. and even of 
the Raihvay Member, and it did suggest that the Railway 
Act should be revised at once to bring the Railways to their 
proper function The proper function of the Railwavs is that they are 
public carriers Today unfortunately, the railways being State concerns 
and guarded by State police, the police and the railways at times adopt 
the saciosanct attitude w^hieh the (hvil Services in the districts adopt 
If the Piovmcial Governments and the Central Government try to 
function properly m maintaining public justice, and do not lend their 
police services to the railways, then the incidents that were rofei*red to 
by my Honourable friend, j\Ii Ghuznavi, would not recui 1 myself 
reimunbei the incident that hdpi)ened at Bhadrak in Orissa — the Bengal- 
Nagpnr Railw^ay accident in 1027 My Honourable friend Sii Gcoige 
Rainv was not at that tmu' a Member of this House, but the Honourable 
Sir Charles Innes was then the Railway Member Although, in reply 
to a short notice question, Sii Charles Tunes gave out that only 14 
persons had died, the popular belief v\as that nearly 200 persons w’cre 
killed in that laihvay smash at Bhadiak My Ilonouiable friend 
Di Zi.uiddin Ahmad has voiced also tiie same feeling There is a 
populai apprehension and I am soi rj to saj that I shaie in it — my 
Honourable friend 8ir George Rainv maj say that it is a misa])piehen&ion 
on the ]>art of mam ot the public — the masses of the public believe that 
whenever there is a laihvay accident, the railway officials, with the help 
of the local Magistrate^ and the local police, form ,i coidon loiind the 
scene of the accident and they remove tlie dead oi half -dead bodies, take 
them to then raihvay workshops and burn them in the furnaces, to save 
themselves from trial and discredit IIow^ far it is true I cannot say, 
and unless a non-offieial Member from this side becomes the Railw^ay 
Member and know's the truth, J will not, in spite of the assertion of the 
Ihnoiirahle Bir Geoi-go Raim and the Ilonouiable Mr Parsons, believe 
that this sort of thing does not occur 

These things do not ha^ipen iii India only They happen also in 
England and on the Continent and also in America But m England 
public opinion exercises much more control on the Government, and the 
police there are friends of the people and not machines to maintain law 
and order. So while I have full sympathy with the object of my Honour- 
able friend, Mr Ghuznavi, I think his suggestions will not result in any 
good either to those who will be dying or who are dead, or even to the 
geuetal public The best thing is that the railways should be declared 
to be public catriets. At present they are Statv concerns and con- 
tl*olled by the State police, who try to work in the interest of the railways 

b2 
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and save the honour of the Apjent and ht«lier officials of the lailwajs, 
rather than wave the mtei'est and dignity ot the public I do suggest 
that, if GoYerniiient aie thinking of accepting Mr Ghuznavi\ recom- 
mendations, the propel <ittitude they should take up is something on the 
lines I have indicated 

Mr Amar Nath Dutt (Bnrdwan Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) 
Sir, v\e me all thankful to the Honourable the Movei ef tins Resolution 
for In ursine in mn< h needed Resolution \Ve knon tpel the Honourable 
Member knows as mneli as some of iis if v\hat ha])pened dining the last 
accithmt on the East Indian Railv\av' T would like +o lefei to one aspect 
of the question, which In ought about the extinction of one of the nationabst 
newspajicis of tho da\ Indeed that papei had been a thoin in the side 
of Govcrnmeni vSir, there was a damage suit with respeet to that ))aper, 
and the jesnlt v a^ tliat tin* ]iap(‘i was killed 

Dr A Subrawardy . \Yas it ' 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt • \ es 

Dr A Scihiawardy ItwasK'boina \holAhv)t\i 

Mr Amar Nath Dutt . You iingv sav tliat it was lelmin as the 
Lth>/hi on]> if von iielieve in the traiismigi ation of souls Be that 
as it mav, we read in that jiapei several accounts of the accident winch 
came to oui knowledge v\jthin a dav of the oecurrenee 1 happen to live 
vvitlini a lew miles of the place of the oceunence Several fellow-mem- 
beis of the Bai weic ]iassengers in that tram, and I have lieard how they 
eseaiied They gave out then stoi^V, and at one time some of them were 
also thisMleiual vMth jnoseeution , and 1 know that at least one of them, 
who haiipened to he related to a Governnunt seivant, had to letraet what 
he said to a piessman All these things do not speak well of the Gov'ern- 
meiit They ought to inMte all descriptions and accounts which may he 
available Some of them may be ineoriect or exaggerated and some of 
them ma} even be false Hut you must face all these tacts and make an 
inquiiv and then it you think ceitain statements nave been maliciously 
or falsely made, then of couise }ou can have recouise to law , hut do not 
terrorise those who honestly state what Ihev hav(' seen Certainly no good 
will come out of it and it wib not ledound to >our credit 

Sii, the Resolution is a very modest one, and T think it ought to have, 
and I hope it will have, the a])pioval of the Honourable the Railway IMem- 
ber, for it does not ask anv thing more than that there should he a Goroner’s 
inquiry It fiiithei asks that the dead bodies of persons should he handed 
ovei to their lehitives You do not re<{iure the dead bodies of those men, 
unless jou want to secrete, oi unless you vv^ant to withhold from the ])ublic, 
the numbei ot the dead — you do not want those dead bodies 

Mr Arthur Moore (Bengal European) On a point of personal ex- 
planation ^lay I ask the Honourable Member whether it is suggested that 
the stories published in the newspapers, suggesting that after the Belur 
accident ihe stirvivors were killed by the European members of the railway 
fitatf have any tiuth in them f 

Mr Amar Nath Dutt : I am not awaie of the allegation which is 
referred to by my nonoiuable friend, Mr. Arthur Moore I only referred 
to such allegations as I had heard from some friends of ipy Bar and they 
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tolc'! n)(* ii])oiit some facts which appeared m the newspapei, Fonvaxlf 
because I had no occasion to inquire and I am not in a position to offer an 
opinion on the matters about which mv friend asks He may know' better 
than oursehes , and T hope and trust thev did not act like that I think 
that will satisfy my friend 

Mr Arthur Moore . No, Sn , it does not salish me 

Mr Amar Nath Dutt • Now', Sn, you ha\e heaid from moie than 
one Honourable Mnnbei that while inmoiirs are «:eneiallv afloat after these 
accidents that dead bodies are earned aw'ay, as it was done nearly half a 
centnr;\ ago in that well known Poradah accident Tn the e.ise of the recent 
accident we had seveial wild nmumts — T cannot \(.iieh for Ihe eoirectness 
or falsehood of those inmoiiis, hut I had it fiom a i elation of a ^e^y high 
oflieial in the land that he himself saw' several dead bodies I do not know' 
w bethel he Avas gning me correct version Be that as it maA if these dead 
bodies are given ovci to the relations and if a Coroner’s inqiiir} is held, 
there aaiII liardh be any loom left foi such wdd lumouis being cn ciliated 
by mischievous people It Avill be a distinct gam to the Government and 
to the laihvay admmistiation They ought to considei that , otherAMSe 
credulous people are generalH apt to believe the stories Avhich are eiiculat- 
ed We know that human nature is oveiyAvhere the same , we know that 
the mischicAous stories spun out from here are believed hv the die-hards m 
England S\i, m the interests of the laihvay administration, Ave ought to 
tiy to find out hoAv this state of affairs can be put a stop to, and rav friend 
by his Besolutton ha'' asked the GoAcrnment to devisi means tor that 
purpose 

Lastly, he asks for a judicial inquiry 1)A' a committee composed of non- 
officials and officials Tn this matter mj Honouralile fiiend, Di Ziauddin, 
was pleased to say that he was not a laAvjer but still he asked for a Magis- 
terial inquiiy Those of us Avho ha\e some experience of the Magistrates 
appointed and ser\iug — AAith due defeience to those A\ho aic piesent here 
if the.A Avill allow' me to sav it — know tliat it is the ])ublic opinion that they 
are men A\ith an executue frame of mind rather than a judicial fiame of 
mind and theiefore <i Magisterial iiiquiiy amII certainly sei\e no purpose. 
I knoAv of another accident aaIucIi occuiied some years ago where a certain 
Distiict MagiStiate tried to minimise the loss as much as possible w'lth the 
help of railAvay officials I'hat is the mentality of the executive officers 
everyw'here, and human natiiie is not otlierwisc in India More than that, 
Sir, m> f I lend, if I heard him aright, was j)leas(‘d to observe that the 
Magistrate, who often happens to be a member of the Indian Civil Service — 
though I am not much m love with that steel frame — will nominate some 
other subordinate Magistiate We know, Sir, to what class the subordinate 
Magistrates belong And here again f beg to apologise to all those members 
of the provincial servuces who maj be present here , I do m)t mean any- 
thing against them personally, but it is the impression that they are sub- 
servient to the District Magistrate and the Government, and always try to 
do things which would be pleasing to their superiors This is the opinion 
not only of members of the Bar wjio practise before them, but also of the 
general public That is the way m which His Excellency Lord Irwin is 
being misled by his own subordinate officials , that is the way m which the 
advisers of His Ebceellency the Viceroy are being misled by their subordi- 
nates, and those subordinates also m their turn are misled by over-zealoiis 
subordinate officers under them In those circumstances, 1 think the best 
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course would be not to ha\e a Magisterial inquiry, which will be worthless , 
but if ^ou rrally want to have an inquiry, von must have an inquirv by 
people who have a judicial frame of mind and who are accustomed to sift 
evidence — 1 mean members of the Bar and members of the judicial service 
I hope the lIonoiirabl(‘ the Railway Membei will have no objection to 
accejitinu tins Ib'solntion, and 1 shall be soiry it in his jiresent place, he 
cannot shake the dust of that official life which he had a quarter of a 
centiny apro, from his feet, but I think he has risen very high now and can 
wipe off that dust, and I hojie he will view this question with the same 
judicial spirit and calm judgment with which his utterances in this House 
are geneially associated Witli these woids, I beg to give mv w hole-heai ted 
suppoit to the Resolution of ^Mr Ghuznavi 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy Sir, I did not mteivene eaihei 
in this debate, because T was anxious to ascertain, as fai as I could, from 
the tenour of the speeches made w’hat the general opinion m the House 
might be I may say at once that it is not possible for Goveinmeiit to 
accept the Resobition in the exact terms in which it has been drafted, but 
at the same time I have a good deal of sympathy with the underlying ideas, 
which I fitiicve aie in the mind of the Ilonourable the Clover and also 
in the minds of othei Membms of the House 

Let me, m the first instance, in order to clear the ground, explain in a 
few words why Government could not accept the recommendation that, in 
every case of an accident on a railway entailing the loss of human life, thev 
should institute a Goi oner’s inquiry The difficulty of course is obvious 
You cannot have a Coroner’s inquiry unless there are (-oroners, nor can you 
get round the difficulty merely by providing that Honorary or stipendiary 
Magistrates should discharge the duties of Coroneis, because the procedure 
in a Coroner’s (’ourt, as I understand it, is by no means identical with the 
procedure in a Magisterial inquiiy I do not think any Member of this 
House would seriously advocate that, purely for the purpose of inquiring 
into railway accidents, a system of Coroners should be established all over 
India (dearly, the arrangements made for judicial inquiries into railway 
accidents must be harmonised wuth the judicial system of the country, what- 
ever that may be In the second place, I must refer to the third of the 
recommendations which the Resolution contains The proposal there is to 
institute a judicial inquiry by a Committee composed of officials and uon- 
officials In the first jilaee, I do not recollect any provision of law^ by 
which (’ommittees aie empoweied to make judicial mqiiiues, although T 
daresaj it might be possible to legislate to that effect But railway acci- 
dents, as has been jKunted out, occur all over the country and m the most 
remote and untiequented spots, and it might be very difficult to constitute 
a Committee on an occasion of that kind In the second place, is it intend- 
ed that the Government should take compulsory powers to compel non- 
officials to serve on these Committees ? Supposing that no one came for- 
ward to serve on these Committees, how is the law to be complied with 
unless you have the same power of requiring, non-officials to seive, as the 
law alieady gives powei to compel, members of the public to serv^e as jurors 
or as assessors ‘ That, I think, is a very real difficulty But there is another 
difficulty which goes even nearer to the heart of the matter Under the 

S les is they stand at present, eve^ railway accident is inquired into from 
0 sides In the first place, the Railway Administration naturayy wishes 
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to ascertain \Nhat has been tiie cause of the accident so that it may be in 
e position to prevent similai accidents in future If the accident is a 
seiious one, and m every case in which there has been a loss of life owing 
to an accident to a passengei train, the inquiry is held not by an officer 
of the Administration but by the Go\ernment Inspector Now m these 
inquiries the question of personal responsibility of members of the raihvay 
staff naturady has to be looked into , but the main and primary object of 
these inquiries is to ascertain w’liether there is any defect in the raihvay 
lules or in the railway an ang(‘ments generally which lequires to be cor- 
rected m order to prevent similai occun dices in futuie On the other side, 
n every case there is always a police investigation, and under rule 20 of 
the Accident Rules, the Distiict Magistrate can in any case eithei make an 
inquiry iiimself, or depute another Magistrate to make an inquiry That 
Magistrate’s inquiry would, I take it, usually be directed to the point 
whether there were sufficient reasons for taking action under the criminal 
law against any one who might be responsible for the accident The point 
I v\ant to make is this Whatever arrangements might be made for a 
judicial inquiry, or for an inquiry with which non-officials were associated, 
it is absolutely necessaiy that the Government of India, in the Railway 
Depaitment, should receive from a lailway expert a definite opinion as to 
the cause of the accident, and as to any measures that ought to be taken to 
prevent similar accidents Whatever other inquiry there may be, we must 
at least have an inquiry by a railway expert, because in a number of cases 
it IS only a person v\ho has got a very intimate and close knowledge of rail- 
way conditions and of raih\ay working who can give an opinion that is 
worth having That is no reason why there should not be another inquirj, 
judicial and public, but I do not think that any advantage whatever can 
be gained from attempting to confuse the expert inqnirj of the Govern- 
ment Inspector, which is largely made from a veiy technical point of view, 
with an inquiry of a much broader scope which might be held by a judicial 
authority with or wuthout the assistance of non-officials. 

8o iar, 1 have explained, Mi President, why Government are not in a 
position to accept the Resolution in the terms in which it is drafted, but 
personally I am in sympathy vMth the demand made that, when in serious 
cases there has been considerable loss of life, there should be an inquirv in 
v\h]cb members of the public might participate The main reason whv I 
have that feeling is that given bv the Ilonouiable the ^lovei that, if 
inquiiies of that kind were held, it might do a good deal to prevent the 
dissemination of these wild and incredible rumours that fiequently are 
repeated and believed in manj paits of the country I have no doubt that 
it was for that reason that my Honourable friend, the Mover, referred to 
the stones that appeared in the newspapers at the time of the Ibdui 
accident, and if they are used for that purpose, I have not the smallest 
objection I think, however, it is a pity that my friend, Mr Amar Nath 
Dutt, once or twice rather suggested that the stones, which w'ere widely 
believed, might be sometimes true I do not think that there is any 
advantage in repeating on hearsay stories which the Honourable Member 
has not himself investigated, because when charges of that kmd are brought 
in the House, it is alwaj^ on the understanding — ^and it is indeed, I think 
explicitly laid down m our Rules and Standing Orders — that the Honour- 
able Member m^kes himself responsible for what is alleged 

Now, Sir, this question whether non-officials might not be a^ociated 
with Magisterial inquiries into railway accidents was considered in 1926, 
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as a result of a debate in this House and of a suggestion made by Diwar 
Bahadur Rangaclianar in the course of the debate Tt was referred to the 
Central Advisory C’ouncil for Railways, and that body, by a majority of, I 
think, 9 to 3 decided that it ^^ns not desiiableoi necessary to proceed v itli 
the matter furthei at that time But m \mu\ of what a number of speakers 
ha^e said in the House to-daA I have no objection to re-opening the ques- 
tion and seeing w'hat can be done about it My Honourable friend. Mi B 
Das, said that the remedA lecpnred was an amendment of the Railway Act 
r do not think that the Raih\ay Act could provide for the appointment 
of Coroners Hnch a provision would more a])propnately find a place in 
Mmie )udicial statute, and not in an Act which is confined to railway 
matters The point really is this Prom the strictlj railway point of 
view, what is necessaiv is that we should have our own expert railway 
iiKpiiiy , but if an\ thing more than that is lequired, if it is desirable that 
theie should b(* an inipiiry by an outside judicial authority, the railways 
would raise not the smallest objection But it is not really for the Railwaj' 
Department to decide that question , it falls very largely into the sphere 
ot file Local Go^elnments, because, after all, it ls then officers wdio will 
have to make the enquiries Theiefore, we cannot pioceed until we ha\e 
ascei tamed from the Ijocal Governments whether, on their p^rt, they think 
that it would be a good thing that the rules should be tightened up about 
judicial enquiries into railway accidents and about the association of non- 
pfficials with these enquiries The question would arise, supposing it weie 
considered a good thing, whether the non-officials should sit as assessors 
with the Magistiate at an enquii> into a railway accident It is possible 
that this might be ai ranged without legislation by utilising the sei vices of 
Honorary IMagistrates as assessors, but it is quite possible that legislation 
mav bo lecpined This is not certain and w^e must therefore ask Local Go\- 
(>rnmcnts to fell ns wdiether we ought to have compiilsorv powers to compel 
assessors to appear and sit, and wffiat exactly their functions should be 
iSo tar as 1 know there is no pro\ision m the law for the association of 
assessors wuth Magistrates at purely preliminaiy judicial enquiries We 
should have to find out also w'hetlier the Local Governments think that as 
at present a discretion should be left to the Distnet Magistrate, in a case 
where a raihvay accident is attended with loss of life, to decide whether 
there was to be an enquiry or not, or whether it should be made obligatory 
on him to order an enquiry in every case Obviously, Local Governments 
would have to take into account the possibility in particular areas of find- 
ing a Magistrate to make the enquiry at once, because usuallv, unless the 
enqunv is made pietty soon after the accident, it loses very much of its 
value What the Government of India are prepared to do is to refer two 
questions to the Local Governments, namely, (1) whether they think that 
there ought to be a judicial enquiry by a Magistrate in every case m which 
n railway accident is attended with loss of life, and (2) whether it is 
practicable and desirable to associate with the Magistrate un-officials as 
assessois The value of that to the Railway Administrations and to the 
Railway Department would be this, thftt it would do a good deal, if it is 
practical, to prevent tlie dissemination of quite untrue and most dangerous 
stories about railway accidents. We catinot proceed without the 'advice 
of Local Governments on these questions j but it ought not to take very 
Jong to get it, and when w e have got it, I shall place the matter before the 
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Centitil Athison CV)iini;i} toi Jvail\\a\s ui oiclei to lieai what they think 
about it 

Now, Sir, i hd\e still to <]eal w itli claiisi (2) ot the Resolution about 
the disposal ot the dead bodies of ptisoiis killed m iailwa\ accidents I 
might explain h<ie that the railway officeis themseUes ha^e no contiol over 
the disposal of these dead bodies I undei stand that that is a matter which 
is looked after by the railway jioliee who act m accordance wntli the Police 
Rules mad*^^ by ProMncial Oo\ernmenls 1 undei stand that in e\er} case, 
W’here it is possible, the bodies aie, in iact, made over to th(‘ relatnes 
From the purely lailwav point of view, T see no objection at all, if the 
relatives cannot be toiind, to making the bodies OM‘r to diaritable societies 
who aie willing to undertake i-he task Indeed, m an accident which 
occnried not ^er\ long ago at (dntteihnekganj in the United Pio\inees, 
the bodies were, in fact, made o\er to the loeal Hindu and Muhammadan 
societies who ottered to take charge ot tliem and disposi' of them by buiial 
or bv eremations as the f*ase miglit b(‘ But lieie a ora in it is lor tJu' Tjocal 
ernmerits to issue oi del's aiul what 1 ])]opose to do is to diaw their 
attention to the suggestion which has been made, and to sav that, so far as 
the Railway Department are concerned they ha\(* no objection at all to the 
procediiio suggested in the Resolution 

1 think that \ei\ neaily concludes what I Imd to sa\ on the sub]eet 
1 hope T ha^e shown that (TO\eiiiment aie in eomjilete sMujiatlij^ with the 
ideas whieli iinderln* this Resolution and a though I cannot accept it m 
tlie precise foim in which it appeals in the jiajiei, I am prepaied to take 
action for a mo\e forward in the diiection in which the Honourable Mem- 
bei desiies us to go Possibl;\ aftei what T ha\e said, lie ma\ see his way 
to w ithdraw Ins Resolution 

Mr A H Ghuznavi . IlaMng regaid to what has fallen from my 
Honourable friend, T beg lea^e to witlidiaw the Resolution 

The Resolution was bv lea^e of the Assembly, withdiawui 

Mr President The next RescdutioiU on the Agenda stands in the 
name of Mr Neog}, but as it has already bemi debated yesterday, it is now^ 
baire^l The hlouse wnll take iip the Resolution next attei that on the 
Agenda, standing m the name of Mi M K Aeliaiva 

RESOLUTION RE FORMULATION OF A SCHEME OF SELF-GOV- 
ERNMENT FOR INDIA AND RELEASE OF POLITICAL 
PRISONERS 

Mr M K. Aoharya (South Arcot cvm Chinglepnt Non-Mnham- 
inadan Rural) I beg foimally to move the Resolution that stands in my 
name and which runs as follows 

** Thi*3 AssciTibb' Tecomtnonds to the Goverror Oonernl m Council (o) that he do 
take steps to persuade His Maiestv’s Go\ernment in England to recognise India's 
&ght to evolve, as an integral part of the British Empire, what form of Kesponsible 
Government will be adapted to her needs and ideals , and to mvite Indian loaders to 
formulate constiuitlve proposals for devising a Scheme which mil be immediately 
acceptable to the chief interests concenied, and be capable of self development , (h) 
that, with a view to create the neressaiv peaceful atmosphere, he be pleased to release 
Mahatma Gandlji, and oUier political prisoners not convicted of any atts of violence.” 

"This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in C’ouncil to publish all 
eorreSpondeUce that has passed hetnoen the Governtnoni of India and the Govern 
ment of Bengal m connection with the unent outbreak of lun lesanosa m the city of 
Dacca and its neighbourhood. 
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1 am prepared to admit at the outset that this Kesolution was diatted 
^ome da>s, some lonj' days, before the Session commenced , and, theretore, 
the wording of the Kesolution, technically speaking, I would m>self consider 
as ratliei out of date But the chief points that aie raised in this lieso- 
lution, all exceiit one, I belieye, are as live to-dd> as they weie before , and 
on those points I would beg >oui lea\e to say a few words The central 
idea under l^jng the Resolution is this, that it is necessary for India’s 
leadeis to jrresv India’s claims to lull lesponsible government ui)on Hifl 
Majesty 's Go\einment in England, and it is necessary to do this with as 
nnilod a voice as we possibly can afford to bung about The second 
point IS this, tiiat in ordei to do this, all of us must tiy to bung about 
a pea((‘{ul atmosjrhere, liv all means in our power, including, I should 
certainly say, attempts to bring about the suspension ot the civil dis- 
obedienie movement And lastly, we should get, in ordei to accomplish all 
the^e things, tlie r (‘lease ot Mahatma Gandhi and other political prisoners, 
not convicted ot acts of violence J would humbly iiige That these tliiee 
points aie as pr essing and as nnpoitant to-day as they were at the time when 
this Resolution was sent Onl> the invitation to leaders to foxmulate con- 
strudive jrioposals has become out ot date, inasmuch as a general invita- 
tion has been extended by Ills Excellency the Governor General 

►Some ot us ma> not come back , and on this last day or almost tlie last 
day of the last Session of this Asi»emb4, I w'ould make a very earnest appeal 
to all my colleagues, elected as well as nominated — tor I verily do believe 
that all are deeply interested in the seivice of the Motherland — that we may, 
whtni we come to the end ot oui labours, jilace on lecord what I consider 
the most im])ortant Resolution on a problem on which we have lieen 
engaged not only in this Session but piobably during the past ten yeais I 
hojie that this debate will be placed on record and will show how all of 
us, officials and non-offieials alike, are anxious to bring about a peaceful 
atmosjihere in the country, anxious to secure the co-operation of all 
parties and of all inteiests in ordei to press upon His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment in England the nghtfnl claims of India to what I call self-deternima- 
tion regal ding full responsible government Sir, I hope I may be per- 
mitted to make another axipeal as an old Member I hope to-day's thin 
attendance in this House is not indicativ^e of any idea in the minds of IMem- 
hers that the subject matter of this Resolution is not very impoitant 
Possibly it IS only an indication that the unfortunate person who is to move 
that Kesohition to-day is not a persona grata with the majority Perhaps 
it mav be due, I do not know , to mv uncouth beard, mv uncouth accents and 
possibly to my uncouth manners I would not mind if I draw the latter 
inference, hut I hope it is not the former — that the subject matter of the 
Resolution is not considered important That is w^hat I am most concerned 
with Sir, I am a little surprised at not finding the leaders here, who ought 
to be more anxious than I am to secure a peaceful atmosphere m the 
country, to get the civil disobedience movement suspiended and to see our 
levered Mahatma Gandhi and our equally revered Pandit Motilal out frotg 
the place where they are now unfortunately kept, coming forward to lead 
the band that will go and plead the cause* of mother India before the Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain or the leaders of Great Britain I am sorry, there- 
fore, that to me, a humble Member of the House, has fallen this ta^ - The 
subject matter is so important that it does not matter, even thongh the 
pleading comes out from the lips of babies Even though it falls from 
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humble lip^, I hope the ai)peal will carry weight The thing that ^ve ha\e 
to do is to bring together the leaders of all parties and all interests, and 
make a united demand upon the statesmen ot England 

Sir, 'With due deference to all that has been said in various places and 
by various authorities about the scope of the Round Table Conference, I am 
not directly (onceined with the Round Table Conference today With due 
deterence to all that has been declaiect, I think tins House wil! be perfectly 
right in placing on record 'vcliat it eonsideis to be India’s nglit, India 's 
claim to responsible go\einmenf 1 may lemmd e\ei) the tlovernment 
Members that we have a claim tor lesponsible goveininent We are anxious 
to get Swaidj and I hope the Go\ eminent ]\femheis will realise that we are 
not talking language winch is altogether rulienlous O) in any wav objec- 
tionable We had tlie greatest authority we can think ot to send us a mes- 
sage in language which piovcs that we certainly lia'ie good reason to hope 
that we shall be getting Swaiaj one day 1 refer, 8n, to the histone mes- 
sage that was sent hv Ills Most Giacious ^fajesty, the King Phnjieroi, in 
1921 thiough that gieat triend of India, IIis Royal Highness tlie Duke ot 
Connaught That message said 

3 '\ir \< 11 s, it iii.iA b< ^01 goiH i.«tioiis, {) Unotio iiul Icml Indiiiiis have dreaiued 
of Swaraj for tht u niotlioiloid Tod.iv (th it is, in lUJl ), vou hace the bogiiiuings 
of Sy iia] within iiiv J^ninre and widest Si ope iiul iinjiU* opitortuiutv tor progiess 
to the liberty that inv other Doniniions cn )0} ” 

Therefore, the Ro\al Message itself admitted oiii right to Sw^aiaj, and 
hoped that very soon we would be getting that ISwaiaj which our immediate 
predecessois had dieaint about, and which 1 hope oiii immediate successois 
will live to realise Sw^araj therefoie is our birthright, India s birtliright, 
and we have to atciuirc it The Ro>al Message in 1921 did not say, “ Today 
you have th* beginnings ot the Frogiessive Realisation ot Re^])onsible Gov- 
ernment in my Eminie ” The \ei> fact that Ills Mtfj«sty did not use that 
particular phrase but another pliiase, more hopeful, more cheeiing, more 
gracious, namely, the first day ot Swaraj, affords ample proof that full 
lesponsible government is a matter which we have every right to demand. 
(At this stage Mi President vacated the Chair, which was taken by 
Mr Deputy President ) 

Theiefore, Sir, it appears to me that all the^e technicalities m which 

j ^ the Simon (.Commission ’s Report and other Reports hav(»^ 

indulged — that we aie bound by the Preamble of the 
Government of India Act and the Declaration of 1917, and that w'lthin the 
four corners ot that Act alone it is jiossible for any immediate constitu- 
tional advance to be made — are pleas which, m the larger interests of the 
two countries, considered seriouslj^ by the larger minds of the two countries,^ 
should be brushed aside Therefore, I beg to urge that the best sons of 
India wull have to go, or will have to bring pressure to bear — whether they 
go or not I do not mind— upon IIis Majesty’s Government in England to 
recognize what I shall briefly call our right to self-determination — or if 
that wmrd is considered offensive, I want only the substance and not the 
language — to recognize India’s right to evolve, as I have put in my Reso- 
lution, as an integral part of the British Empire, what form of responsible 
government will be adapted to her needs and ideals The Reports of Com- 
mittees and of Commissions might be of some use, but after all India has 
to evolve her own scheme of responsible government I do not believe it 
possible that any one country, however good-intentioned or great, can 
evolve for another country any scheme of responsible government for that 
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Idttoi All nations recognize tins, and tiieielore it is for India 

^ point was steadily kept in mind both 

oy J^nglish as well as b> Indian statesmen — that it is loi India to e\ohe 
ner own scheme of lesponsible government 

Howevei', all that 1 am concerned with now is that our best men must 
i? Hound Table Conference How aie our best men to go ? I know 

His hixcelieney the \ icero\ has l>een gracious enough to e\tend a ^er\ u-ry 
knul lUMtalion to the leaders oi all parties to review the jiresent situation 
All oil) bt\st men, m a general wav, ha\e been invited 1 know , and that, Sir, 
IS tile nvison Avhv J hung up this Resolution today to find out wavs and 
means by which we eaii pour oil on troubled waters and gel our best mf^n 
out I am sure theie is nobody m this House, official or non-official, that 
wants the present sjI nation to lie prolonged f am ot course not qualified 
to speak on behalf ot the (Tovernmenf , but J hope on their behalf mv 
Iloriouiable tiiend omm there will (ome torn aid and reas'^nle ns once iiiore 
Of course His Evcelleiuw s woids did alieadv give that assurance, and I 
belicwe tin' Hononi<d)le Sii Oeorge Ifainv \ words also gaNe ns that hope , 
nut onc(' more bee ansi' tlie imitter is so impoitaiit, 1 submit that it should 
be lestated, foi the matter dest'rves repetition a hundied times I liojie 
piv llonoiuahle tiiend op[)osite will eoim* foiward with an a'*suiance to us 
once more that Governinent are also anxious that a peaceful atmospheie 
Bhonld be restoied in the countrv, that the civil disobedience movement 
should be brought to a termination as soon as possible, and thaf the best 
minds of India and England should find out how best to evolve a satis- 
taetorv seheme of responsible government for India at once That, Sir, 
IS mv obiect in bringing forward this Resolution T do not want to go 
into an\ matters whieh w'lll exasperate the feelings of an;vbody here 
After all, w'e are all human beings , f am willing to admit tliat vve liave 
made nianv mistakes on our snh' , but 1 venture to think the Government as 
well have made rnaiiv mistakes on their side We are not however here 
for reckoning th mistakes made hv officials or non-offieials Lot ns forget 
th(‘ past lot us lool to tlu' immediato tnfnre and let ns see hov\ our li listed 
leadoi's can conu* out, liow the civil disobedience movement can be sus- 
pended and liow a peaceful! atmos])bei(* can be created Foi all of us hei e 
can and should with out thoughts and w'ords, unite in bunging pressure 
to hear iqion tlie statcsnion in England to recognize India’s right to evolve 
whit fojtn of icsjumsiblc governiiu'irt will be adapted to her needs and 
ideals That is the simple objeit and scope of my Resolution 

T admit that mj Revolution may appear badly worded at the present 
dav after IIis Excellency’s address to us and after the debate in this 
House on the Round Table Conference , and it appears to me that the 
auK'Tulment of mv* friend, Maulvi Mohammad Shafee Daoodi, brings out my 
point better T ho])e tlieiofore when this amendment is placed before the 
House since the subject matter of that as v^'ell as of my Resolution is one 
and the same, T hope this House will see its way to support my Resolution 
in that amended wording In any case,.! am conscious that I should not 
waste tlu time of the House in any way by referring to things that might 
be considered oh]ectionable As T have aWacly said, I am verv anxious 
that, on this last dav of the Session, t should get a ceitiflcate from my 
colleagues that T have behaved like A good hoy and hav’p not worn out their 
patience Therefore Sir, T wish onlv to make this v'erv humble appeal to 
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my colleagues — not that they need it, but still in my auNiety and earnest- 
ness I am forced to say it — that we must all realize the seriousness ot the 
situation. The points A\hich are in\olved in my humble Uesolution are not 
matters tvhich can be taken lying down They are \eiy pressing matters 
from the national standpoint , and I hope my uon-oftieiai fiiends amU all 
have had it already in their minds iliat, when tbe}^ go to iheii constitu- 
encies, naturally the one question that will be asked by e\eiyone will be, 
“ What haAe }ou done to bung Gandliiji out ot jail, wlmt ha\e >ou done lO 
find a solution for tiie ^nesent tense confiiet between the Goveinment and 
the country I wish that we should all be in a position to sa> that we 
ha\e tried to prevail upon Go\einment to see that steps aie taken to end 
tins unhajipj' state of things, this stahnuate, that we Inne been pondering 
deeply ouo this mattei, and that — and 1 Jiope 1 am speaking lor all of us 
heie — all ot u- feed that the ci\il disobedience moxement has diagged on 
gneeously and been earned on in a inaniiei which is not mi\ desiiable, 
and that it iiiiist bi ended at once on the national side tSiinultaneously, 

I should luge— (well betoie its tail teunination — that GoAeinimml can well 
affoid to be \eiy libiual in this mattew, that the Goxernment 
should do llieir own ])ait, e\en a Id tie in anticipation if possible, in oidei 
to bung about an immediate impioAenieiit m the situation 1 ioi one teel 
that th(' iiiomiuit toi teunnhiting the cimI disobedieiiee moeemenf has come 
That gieat stoim in tlu* mind ot e\ei ybodj in the countiv sliould tei inmate, 
that made an;v bod;y dining the past thre(‘ oi foui months that Go\- 
einment weic blocking th * wav to an\ satisfactory constitutional advance 
There slioiihl be no moie loom for people continuing to think tiiat theie 
no (haiKc of any advaiue (‘xeeiit by following Gandlnji’s lead 1 believe 
now tlie moie thoughtful minds m the eonntrv will realize that, as His 
Excellenev said, a peacudnl waj has been opened thiough which we ought 
to be able to pi ess our case tor full lesponsibh* government For that we 
must have our best men out I am placed rn the veiy delicate situation of 
having to bung pressure to boai on Goveinment to do their part in a 
statesmanly spirit and not to de^ay any loiigei I hope veiy soon that the 
('*ongress leaders will realize that there has been a change m the environ- 
ment, a change in the atmosjiheie duiiiig the past tliree montlis , and I am 
sine that when they eome out and consider what was said bv His Excel- 
lenev" to ns the other dav and what took place in this House during the 
debate on the Hound Table Gonfeienee, and also considei the mew which 
a good many leaders of the ]\roderate party and other groipis have taken, 
which IS verv favoniable to the proriouncenwnts made by His Excellency 
w^hen they see all this, and also how mucli tiouble, loss of property, even 
life hav^e ensued to the country at laige hv their carrying on the civil dis- 
obedience movement, 1 hope that mv great leadei, Pandit Motilal Nehru 
and my great countiv^man Mahatma Gandhi will leahze at once that thi’ 
goal ot India mav be joined bv peaeetnl methods of constitutional pressure , 
and, at anv^ rate, that w'e must ninke one more verv seriou" atiempt to 
reach the goal through the constitutional path which now lies before us 
I have great expectations from them ; and hope that when these leaders 
come out they will follow^ a different course from the one which they 
launched, rightly or wrongly, fiv/e months ago 

That 18 my hope and that is my prayer. I hope there w ill be a change 
in the atmosphere very soon After all, why have all these patriots gone 
to jail f I humbly submit to the Government that they liave the power tr 
release them Let me remind the Government of the very old adage “ II 
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is good to have a giant's power and not so good to use it like a giant " 
I beg of the Government to be not merely policemen but statesmen , and 
so I want the Government to release all these people from the jail I am 
quite ready to admit that in many cases Government had no option but to 
Jock them up in jail But that is the technical or the legal aspect of their 
course What is the higher, psychological, moral aspect of the case ? 
AVhat IS the psychology of the country The case of every patriot who 
IS sent to the jail, every ease in which a non-violent Satyagrahi is con- 
victed, goes deep into the hearts of the ordinary peoplie in the streets That 
IS hov\ this movement has grown and gained populai support Evei> con- 
viction has given weight and stress to the civil disobedience mo\ement 
That is the dilemma in which I hnd m>selt, and probably many others in 
tins House We cannot say that the Government aie absolutely wrong it 
they send to jail those person.s who openly defy the law On the othei 
iiand, all these convictions do cause greater dissatisfaction and greater dis- 
content in the country, and everybody^ feels in his mind, whethei he is a 
Satyagrahi or not, permit me to state it trankly, every body feels, for the 
moment at least, that the sooner he gets rid ot this “ Satanic " Govern- 
ment the better The ordinary man in the street says this this Govern- 
ment has locke<l up in jail alll the noblest patnots ot the country , it has 
locked up in jail many ladies even , it has locked up in jail Mahatma 
Gandlii lie does not know the law nor does he care to know it What 
he IS concerned wuth, wdiat he resents is that Pandit IMotilal Nehru, 
Mis Naidn, Mahatma Gandhi and other leaders are in jail 

Mr B Das (Oiissa Division Non-Miihammadaii) It is a sacrilege 
to say that Mahatma Gandhi iias done any thing to be locked in the jail 
Mr M K Acharya I did not licai my lionoiiiabie friend, but T 
would beg ot liim not to impoit any heat at all that might give rise to un- 
]ileasantn(*ss in this debate I vvondei if I said anything to piovoke my 
liieiid’s tem])ei 1 lepeat, jSir, we must say nothing and do nothing which 
mav make the position that 4 s alreadv bad, worse Therefore, if necessary', 
when 1 go out ot tins House and out of Simla next week, T shall fall on 

m> beiuitil knot's heloie every old Goiigiess friend and tell him “ [f you 

aie angpv with me peisonally, boat me , but for God's sake let us seive 
llie best inteiests ot tlie counti.y to-day , let us find out the various means 
bv which we can sene in the best constitutional manner possible the 
interests ot oui motherland You may give me half a dozen slaps on my 

cheeks, but for God’s sake let us diieet our attention to the ideal before 

us namely, how best to win freedom for mothei India ” The other day 
some girls abused me and told me “ Oh, you are traitor . why do you 
go to the Assembly ? Your duty is to go back to your home and say 
your prayers ” I had a lot of mixed feelings in my mind when I heard 
this T admired them for their courage , I admired them for their frank- 
ness But I pitied them for not being wiser So I felt admiration for their 
courage, pitv for their indiscretion, and even a little bit of anger because 
thev obstructed me forcibly All these things were in my mind But I 
must take note of what people are saymg They ask what we legislators 
are doing ? The popular idea is that we are indifferent to the woes of 
our compatriots, that we are only seeking to fill as many seats as possible 
on the Bound Table Conference I know this feeling is quite unjust in 
the minds of misguided vouths I do not mind what they say, but what 
IS the temper of the country to-day ? 
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I respectfully submit, 8 ir, that the business of the statesman is not 
simply to enforce the law, but to discern what the temper of the country 
is, to find out what are tlie feelings ot the great masses of the people, and 
to see how best to assuage them if they are employed against the best 
interests of the country That is my whole position Educated India's 
^ind 18 revolting, bursting with impatience We must pacify it, and bring 
it into touch ith the better mind of England And that in order to achieve 
our purpose, it is necessary, very necessary, to bring as much pressure to 
bear on the British Government as possible to make them leeognise that 
India has a right to full self-determination or, it that word sounds harsh, 
to full responsible government That is our goal In order to achieve 
this goal, all of us must unite , all the leaders of India lepiesenting various 
interests must unite In order to do that again, a peaceful atmosphere, 
and the suspension of the civil disobedience mo\ement and the leledse of 
Mahatma Gandhi and other political prisoners must be brought about 
After all, Sir, these political prisoners ha^e not been convicted of any acts 
of violence On the other hand, they claim that thej are working in the 
best interests of their country Sir, history tells us that libeity is won 
only after great sacrifices That is wdiat I think the history ot Great 
Britain itself teaches us In the old days of British civil war people were 
shot down In the days of Charles I, one or two leaders died in jirisou T 
do not remembei their names There have been no martyrs of liberty m 
India, I hope , nobody has yet died in prison, I hope But I know there 
are ^ome three to four thousand people in jail to-day They are in jails not 
because they have committed an\ robbery or thett or anv other act involv- 
ing moral turpitude, but because they teel they have not got that ireedom 
for their country which they passionately desire to get Therefoie, their 
higher ideals and their higher aspiiations have got to be leeognised 
Stone walls do not a prison make, 

Noi iron bars .i (age ” 

As I remarked betore, it is no use talking to them in a technical way 
and saying “ You invited all the jienalties of Ihe law^ upon youi solves, and 
we have obliged you bv infiieting those penalties We hav'e given \ou what 
you T^'anted You wanted to be -^ent to jail , vve have sent j^on theie You 
wanted to be fined, and we have fined you ” These aie, Sir, very very 
trivial technical w’ords Therefore I do heg of this House upon this 
motion at least to take what mav' be called the bioad statesinan-hke view 
of the question 

Mr Deputy President : Ordei, older The Honourable Member has 
already exceed^ his time limit 

M. K Acharya 8 ii, I now conclude my remarks I hope that 
this House will give to this Resolution the attention which it deserves I 
am not particular about the wording , the House may possibly prefer the 
amendment of my friend, Maiilvi Mohammad 8 hafee Daoodi I only want 
that Honourable Members should bring to bear on the solution of the 
probltem that I have placed before the House, all the statesmanship and 
all the deep thinking and all the patriotism that they are capable of 
bestowing upon it 

♦Ufa*. P. Venkatakrishnayya Chowdry (Guntur cum Nellore Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) * Mr President, m rising to speak upon this 
Resolution, I do not propose to go into the details of the subject. It has 
been admitted on all hands that the Simon Report has fallen shurt of 
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India's legitimate expectations , eveiy shade of political opinion, and every 
school ot political thought has been seriously disappointed The question 
for our consideration is not whether the Simon i ecommendations are to 
be accepted as final, but the question is whether we can make them 
acceptable to all parties by discassing the Repoit and redrafting it at the 
London Conterence 1 am anxious that India’s ease should not be allowed 
to go b> default The time is critical This is a rare opjiort unity which 
should not be lost As has been said by various distinguished speakers, 
the Bimon Repoit is one of the materials to be discussed at the Round 
Table Ponleience The claims of every community, the interests of every 
paity, the views of all leeognised and poiiular political organisations m 
the coiiutiv ought to be juessed forwaul and lecognised by the Round 
Tabh' (V)nf('ieu(c The Jtepoit as it is is bighi> disappointing I am not 
grieved if leservation of seats for non-Brahmins in Madias has been 
taken away Hut I strongly protest against things like indirect elections 
to the Assernhlv, Ihe nature of the composition of the Ministries in the 
proMiices, and the powers of the Provincial Go\einors under the new 
scheme Tn the same way the powers of the Viceioy and the way in 
which he should foim his Executive Council are matteis wdiich require 
a Ihoiongh scintinv Th<’ long cherished ideal ol Dominion Status should 
be recognised and provisions made for its steady and gradual realisation. 

T am glad that the country is slowdy leeogmsiug the impoitance of 
the London Conference The balance of opinion is largely in favour of 
settling India's chums before the Round Table Conference with the joint 
collaboration of the best statesmen of both the countries Therefoie, it is 
highly incumbent upon the Government to meet Indians half-w^ay and 
take into then confidence leaders v\ho can speak to tlie Biitish statesmen 
with authority and with a great volume of public opinion behind them. 
I insist upon the representative nature of the London Conference, Let 
the impartiality, fair play and the bioad vision of English statesmanship 
use to the height of the occasion and meet India's case for an honourable 
settlement India is anxious to be a proud partner on a footing of 
equality in the Biitish Commonwealth of nations The fervent appeal 
made by the Viceroy the other day to leaders will be appreciated by ev'ery 
thinking Indian, and wuth equal force and with equally noble sentiments 
v^e are appealing to the British Parliament, through him, to loeognise our 
legitimate political ambitions and help us to realise the same under the 
acqi^ of the British Raj 

We have been inspired by the sublime political philosophy of a glaxy 
of political thinkers like Buike, Fox, Pitt and Montagu It is therefore 
but just and proper^ that we should ask for the same institutions of which 
vou are proud and which you have conferred upon others In onr con- 
cord lies onr progress and happiness Therefore I make a fervent 
appeal to the Government here and in England to create an atmosphere 
of perfect mutual trust, goodwill, sympathy and heai^t-to-heart under- 
standing in Older that we might achieve success at the Round Table 
Conference to the glory and dignity both of England and India. On 
these grounds, I have great pleasure in* supporting this Re^olutiop, 

^Rao Bahadur B. L Patil (Bora^y Southern Division . Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) Sir, to my mind, this Resolution as, worded is 

•Speech not revised by the Honourable Metaber, 
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in very moderate terms. I am going to be very brief in my remarks on 
this !^solution The whole question before us is whether it is necessary 
or whether it is not necessary to make the delegation to the Round Table 
Conference as fully representative as it is possible Many a speaker on 
tbe floor of this House has already said, that unless the delegation is 
going to be made as fully representative as it is possible, the success of 
the delegation and the success of the Round Table Conference is bkely 
to be jeopardised Then, if that is the case, with whom does it he to make 
it a success ? It has been said by Honourable Members on the opposite 
side that it lies with the people who have started the non-co-operation 
movement But I want to draw the attention of the Honourable Mem- 
bers and the Government to this, that in the Leaders’ Memorandum it 
has been stated that both the Go\ernment of India, and the people who 
are cairying on the movement in this country, should act simultaneously. 
I do not want to deal with the first part of the Resolution in detail. 
That IS an admitted fact 

Then, with regard to the latter pait of the Resolution, what I beg to 
submit to the House is that the Government are not asked to do any 
great thing Wc see so many cases in which persons sentenced for 
heinous offences have been released for certain reasons We see such 
things being done, namely, persons being released on occasions like the 
Coronation day and Ills Majesty’s birthday, and also the ordinary law 
of tlie country provides for the lelease of such offenders Therefore, in 
m> opinion, the Government will not be doing any very great thing It 
T-s quite in the oidmary couise of things and it will be done They must 
take into consideration the unique situation that has arisen in the country. 
Then, Sir, as I said, the Resolution as worded, is in very modest terms. 
Aftei all, wdiat does the Resolution sav ? Persons who are convicted only 
for technieal otfonoes and on technical grounds in winch no violence is 
involved, such persons should be released, including Mahatma Gandhi 
Therefore, Sir, for the reasons that I ha\e stated, it is of the utmost im- 
portance that the Government of India should pay the attention to it that 
the importance of the question deserves The Government of India also is 
fed up with the lepressive form of government Looking to the importance 
ot the time, I should like to submit they must be prepared to come down 
a little from the heights of Simla and pay attention to the persons now 
rotting in jails, to the persons m whose hands it lies to make the Round 
Table Conference a success With these words, I heartily support this 
Resolution before the House 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Twenty Minutes to Three 
of the Clock 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Tw^enty Minutes to Three 
of the Clock, Mr President in the Chair 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh (Mu/affarpur c^im Champaran Non- 
Muhammadan') Sir, I am sorry that there was a slight misunderstand- 
ing this morning I never meant to say anything which might be regarded 
as an affront to this House or to the Chair , and if anything has escaped 
my lips which might be construed as hurting the feelings of any Honour- 
able Member or the Chair, I need hardly say that I owe it to myself and 
"no less to the House to withdraw the same (Cheers ) 

T^CPDrlA'. 0 
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Iffr Resident Nobody was moie soiry than mysolf for this 
tfiorning’s incident We have known Mr Oaya Prasad Singh for a very 
long time and we know that he has got a very humoious temperament 
I thlpk that in the heat of the moment he probably did not realise the 
implication of his words I am very clad that he has come back, expressed 
his regret, and withdrawn his words The incident is now closed. 
(Cheers ) 


Mr, President . There are certain amendments on this Resolution 
and I think it will be better if I allow all the amendments to be moved 
(irst and then the whole Resolution wuth the amendments will be in pos- 
session of the House and Honourable Members will be able to speak more 
thoroughly The first amendment on the agenda stands in the name of 
Rao Bahadur D R Patil 

Rao Bahadur D R. Patil (Bombay Central Division Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) Sii, T rise to move tlie amendment whieh stands in m.v 
name 

Th)it for tlio nn^mal Itesolution tho folloning ])e substituted 

^ Tbi-^ >^v<iubh r(M oiiiiiu lids to the Governor General in Gouneil to persuade His 
Majesti V OoMiniiKut in Entzl md to invite an adequate iniinber of persons representing 
various iiitenht'', A\ith due proiinneiuo to rural interests, to foriuuUte such i eonsti 
tutional Klieiue as to protect the various interests and that lu be pleaaeil to release 
Muhntiua (' indhi and o^hei political prisoners not (oniuted of aits of violence ’ ” 

]Mr President, it is a well Knovn fact that oui Viceroy, Lord Irwin, VTrv’ 
iiynipathetically did his best to bung about the Round Table Conference 
only with the object of advancing the cause of India So in this connection 
I am suie that his name will be written in golden letters in the pages of 
history I would like to submit that it is the desire of all the sections of 
tJie people of India that the Indian constitution should be framed in such 
a way as wnll satisfy the various claims of the various interests, and so it is 
but natiual that, for the purpose of formulating such a constitutional 
scheme, there ought to be an adequate lepre^entation of various interests 
with rue piominence to iiiial interests, inasmiic]) as tlv^ agnM.ltural 
classes foim a bidh of this conntrv and they contiibute a laisre portion of 
leveinic to the Indian Exchequer 

The Round Table Conference is really a golden op])oitunity that is 
avoided to us by the great efforts of our sympathetic Viceroy, and we must 
now avail ourselves of that opportunity and utilise it to the fullest extent. 
The duty tliat falls iqion India now is to be united in her demands England 
has afforded an unique opportunity to ns to place tie- ease of India before 
her Is it not ]iroper that all the various interests of India shoiilcf now come 
to a common undei standing «in(l tiame such a com.titutioii as will be accej>t- 
able to all the sections of the people ? Sir, if we fail to do that and are not 
united in our demands we shall have to thank ourselves In order to avoid 
such a position it is the boundeii duty of all the sections of the people of 
India to follow a ])olicv of co-operation and harmony and act in a spirit of 
goodw ill, and frame a constitution that will satisfy all. US do our duty 
and after we have done it, if Biitam fails to accept our united demands, 
we can then say that slie has no desire to transfer her powers into the 
Indians Fnless and until w^e* do onr duty, I do not think we 
shall l>e justified m blaming her in any way 

Sir. it has been stated m the Simon Report that there are varlons 
castes creeds and religions in Indm What is the sigmfleanfse of that f 
ine signiheanee is that we must compose onr differences and eome to a 
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common understanding m our political demands if we want to achieve 
our political advance The Statutory Commission have made such re* 
commendations as they thought proper , that is gone , now there is 
another opportunity afforded by the Round Table Conference to Indians 
to place their case before the British Parliament If we lose this op- 
portunity, and if we do not settle our differences, and if we are not 
united in our demands, I think the Round Table Conference will be a failure. 

Now, Sir, I come to the last part of my amendment I hope the 
question of releasing Mahatma Gandhi and othei ])ohtical prisoners who 
are not convicted of violence will be taken up by Government I am sorry 
to observe that the movement of civil disobedience should have been 
started as it is a great handicap to the proper progress ot the country and 
IS sure to lead to chaos and disorder^ But however that may be, our 
object is that all sections of the people of India should be united m their 
deiiitinds, and it is but natural that an important taetoi, namely, the 
Congress side ought to be represented at the Round Table Conference. 
How to achie\e that object ^ We can achieve that object only when 
these politieal prisoners, especially Mahatma Gandhi and other great men 
are released , and unless and until they are released, how can they re- 
present the cause of the Congress at the Round Table Conference ? Sir, 
the time has come when there should be a compromrse betw^een the Govern- 
ment and the Congijess leaders Attemjits, I believe, are being made to 
effect a compromise, so that the Goveinnient will be inclined to release 
political prisoners and afford tliem an opportunity to lepresent the case 
of the Congiess at the Round Table Conference May those attempts be 
successful 1 hope the day will soon come when wiser counsels will pre- 
vail and the civil disobedience movement w’lll he withdrawn and the Gov- 
ernment will be pleased to release all these political prisoneis just to 
ease the present political situation and thus in a way allow an opportunity 
to the Congiess section to represent their case at the Round Table 
Conference With these words, Sir, I move this amendment 

Mr President . The next amendment on the agenda is in the name 
of Mr N G Ranga 

Mr. N. Q. Ranga (East Godavari and West Godavari cum Kistna 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) Mr President, my amendment runs as 
follows 

“ Th.it foi the original Resolution the following be substituted 
‘ This Assi'inblv leconiiuends to the Go\ernor General in Couneil ttrat he should 
take all iictes«.iri steps to set ure the co opi‘iatit»ii of and participntion by Mahatma 
Gandhi in I other representatives of the Congreaa in the Round Table Conference’ ” 

A doubt has been raised bv a fiiend of mine who is an Honourable 
Member of this House, whether according to the terms of my amend- 
ment it IS intended that members of other parties should be excluded 
fi<.in the Round Table Conference Any one who reads the amenvlnient 
caref»Ci\ will be able to find out that it onlv means ttiat in addition 
to the 1 e presen tatives of other pohtmal parties, the i epre‘'entalives of 
the Congress Party also should be invited and should be given their 
proper place at the Round Table .Conference 

Now, w^h^re is the necessity for taking so much trouble on the part 
of the Governor General in Council to try and invite and secure the 
eo-operation and participation by Mahatma Gandhi and o^her repre- 
sentatives of the Congress at the Round Table Confcience ’ The 

c2 
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House 18 quite familiar by now, after the two days’ debates, with the 
idea that even if the representatives of the Congress are not prepared 
to go to the Round Table Conference and even if the Government are not 
in a iiosition to take the necessary steps to secure the co-operation and 
assistance of Mahatma Gandhi and other representatives of the Congress, 
the Round Table Conference is going to be held and some leaders of this 
House and outside are quite prepared to go to the Round Table Con- 
ference. Under these circumstances, where is the necessity, one might 
ask, for a member like me to raise this particular point, that Mahatma 
Gandhi and othet* representatives of the Congress should be repre- 
sentives of the Congress should be represented and invited to the Round 
Table Conference f In ordei to give an answer to these questions, 
it IS necessary for us to inquire into the origins and objects of this 
Round Table "Confeience As my Honourable friend, Mr M K 
Acharya, said the other day, the idea of a Round Table Conference is 
not a "new one , it was mooted years ago on the floor of this House and 
also outside m the country by the political leaders But luckily and 
happily India has had in His Excellency the Governor General, one of 
the best statesmen England has had the good fortune to send out to 
India and it was given to him to bring this particular idea of a Round 
Table Confeieiice into the foielront of oui national politics and also 
into the foiefion^ of English politics It was he who announced, m his 
now famous statement, that India’s futuie constitution ^\as going to 
be worked out in a Round Table Conference ^\hieh was going to be held in 
London, at which he hoiied all the different political parties in India would 
be properly represented But uhy is it that it was not accepted by the 
Congressmen ? I have not accepted a brief on behalf of the Congressmen, 
hut at the samt* time it is necessar\ for me, as veil as Honourable Mem- 
bers of this House, to face the fact squarely The Congress was not 
prepared to accept this oftei oi His Excellency the Governor General 
just because it felt that, unless and until a clear assurance was gi\en 
to the countn that the Round Table Confeience was to meet to discuss 
a Dominion Status constitution, there was no use at all for all these 
reiiresentatives and parties oj India to go to the Round Table Conference 
and tlieie begin to discuss political questions The Go\ernor General 
was probably light in doubting at that time whether it would be pos- 
sible and advisable on his pait to give this particular assurance to 
Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Motilal Nehru and other leadeis He 
was probably right because it ivas not possible for him to gauge and assess 
the strength of political consciousness and the strength of feeling on 
the part of Indians on this demand of theirs — Dominion Status , and 
naturally the attitude that he took up was quite excusable even from 
the point of view of an ardent Congressman Things, however, have 
clianged now , there are cleai and unmistakable signs to show that 
the people of this country are determined to achieve Dominion Status 
in order to work out a brilhanr future for themselves If any further 
evidence is w^anted, all that the Govet:nment and Honourable Members 
to do is just to see how the country is to-day giving its response 
to tile offimal measures of repression The Government w^as probably 
right in developing its repressive policy because no government which 
wants to govern over any people can keep quiet and silent when large 
numbers of people have taken to law-breaking and have thought it fit 
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to oppose the Government at the \ery foundations of Government for 
the time being But at the same time, what is the answer that is being 
given by the country ’ A Hindu or Muhammadan householder, who 
has been accustomed tiaditionally to give hospitality to ivhosoever was 
in need of it, is to-day prevented from gmng hospitality to the volun- 
teers by a particular insidious section, a mischievous section of th« 
Indian Penal Code But are there not enough people in the country 
to give shelter and hospitality to volunteers ^ There are many 

Again, Sir, it is prohibited for a man to give subscriptions to 
^ ^ Congress funds, but yet money is pour- 

mg in It IS prohibited for a man 
to become a (’ongress volunteer, and yet larger and larger numbers of 
men are coming forward every day to enlist themselves as Congress 
volunteers Again, it is iirohibited in most of the towns for more than 
four men to assemble in a place or \^allv togethei or hold a meeting or 
go in a procession, and yet processions and meetings are being orga- 
nized m every town where there is this demon, as I put it, ot section 
144 Sir, m spite of all these repressive measures, tlieie are people m 
this countrv, and their number is luckily increasing every da>, who are 
prepared to defy these repressive laws and to lend their moral support 
to the Congress and its adherents Why should it be so, I ask ^ It is 
not because all these millions of people who are prepaied to sacrifice 
and suffer for the cause of the country aie not anxious that there should 
be a stable and strong Government to maintain law and order , it is 
not because they are not anxious that there should be peace, harmony 
and concord between the different communities that inhabit this vast 
country , it is not because these people aie actuated by a sort of evil 
force of anarchism, but it is just because all these people have come to 
believe that the Government of this country are far fiom sincere m 
their intentions to grant any substantial measures of refoims , they 
have become dissatisfied and discontented against the policj follow’ed 
by Government till now^ All these people are extremely anxious to get 
Dominion Status as soon as possible Now, when they are determined 
on the attainment of Dominion Status for India, they find that there 
are only two alternatives before them, either to support this Govern- 
ment, which has been notorious for breaking its promises, or to support 
a movement led by one of the greatest saints, avowedlv one of the 
greatest men of the world, who is the embodiment of all that is good, 
all that IS great and all that is noble in human nature. They are all 
fascinated with this great saint of Sabarmati, a man with great moral 
and spiritual strength, a man who stands up courageously for holding 
up the ideals and principles of this great country, and they are pre- 
pared to support him All these people are extremely anxious that 
the Congress representaives should be invited to the Round Table 
Conference, because they see a possibility of attaining Dominion Status 
through this great saint of Sabarraati But how is this Round Table 
Conference to be a success, liow can it be useful, how can its recom- 
mendations be binding on the people of this country if Mahatma Gandhi 
does not find a place in it ? That it why the people in the country 
to-day, vvith one voice, say that Mahatma Gandhi should be invited to 
the Conference. They are extremely anxious that Government should 
take the necessary steps, at whatever cost it may be, to secure xhe co- 
operf^tiqn and participation of Mahatma Gandhi and his adherents. 
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Secondly, Sir, supposing Mahatma Gandhi does not go to the 
Round Table Conference , supposing he does not bless the Round 
Table Conference, supposing be is opposed, as he is to-day, to the Round 
Table Confeience, i\liat happens ^ It is all right foi some Honourable 
Membeis, who are leaders of parties in this House, and for some leaders 
outside 111 the country to sa\ that they are going to the Round Table 
Conference with a free and open mmd to tight tlie cause it this country 
But supi>ose their ideiuands ate not granted^ what ha])pens then ? 
Would it 1)0 possible foi the \ery same gentlemen to come back to this 
couiitij atUi baling been disapiminted at the Round Table Confeience 
and gi\e a satisfactory account of tbeir o^^n actions ^ Wlin will accept 
then lecommendations ' Who \vill accept tlieir claim to represent the 
interests of this country ^ If on the other hand they are satisfied, if a 
constitution is framed anrl accepted, if a Bill is flamed and placed before 
the British Parliament, nho is to work tlusse institutions'? Sir, the 
Government is well aware that the country has gone through any amount 
of turmod and tiouhle e\er since 1921 just because the letorms granted then 
wi're not aeceptabh' to the gieat majority of the people of this country, just 
beeause such unsatisfactorj and disappointing refoims were thinst upon the 
people of this country Sii, the nevt crisis is going to he \eiy much more 
important , it is going to he \cry much more dangerous, because politi- 
cally tile country has made very gieat strides since 1921, and therefore 
t^i-dav the people are not in a mood to suffer in their self-respect at (he 
hands of their leaders, much less at the hands of Government l^ndiM 
these circumstances, I ask who is going to worlv the constitution which 
has not the support of the countiv, wlmn leaders have been wmrned not 
to go to the Round Table Conference wuthout Mahatma Gandhi, and 
when leadeis go to the Conference at the risk of flouting the public 
opinion of tins country Sir there a "very great risk, and I warn 
Governim nt, because the Government headed as it is to-day by one ot 
the greatest statesmen of England, headed as it is to-day by one of 
the most sincere Vieero.vs India has evot had, has got to realise that 
it IS its dutv to sec that it does not plunge this country into a political 
disturbance of such magnitude as cannot be imagined at present 
Therefore, if the Government aie really anxious that this country should 
progress, it is incumbent upon them lo see that, sfirnehow or other, the 
recommendations /,f the Round Table Conference, as accepted by the 
British Parliament, are made acceptable to this country Now, how can 
thos<^ recommendations be made acceptable to this country unless 
and until Mahatma Gandhi and his adherents find a place in the Round 
Table Conference, unless their signatures are attached to the conclusions 
which may be arrived at by the Conference and m the Bill that may be 
passed by Parliament 

Again, Sir, it may be asked, what is it that "vve are going to gain 
in case Mahatma is invited to the Conference ? Some gentleman this 
morning suggested that Mahatma Gandhi did not know^ law Sir, let 
me tell him that Mahatma Gandhi knows as much law as any indivi- 
dual in this august Assembly can claim to know There is an impres- 
sion that Mahatma is an impractical ideatfist and that he ik a sanyasin 
Sir, mav I tell this House that this country has always venerated 
iaavaijns who go about from place to place. In fengland you call them 
loafers but here we call them saints or sanymin$ Sir, Mahatiua Gandhi 
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lb practical-mmded, he is a statesman of the highest order ; he is an 
experienced politician , and J assure you, Sir, every Honourable Mem* 
ber in this Assembly has got to take Ins hat off, if he has a hat, 1o this 
;?reftt saint of the world for Ins political wisdom, for his political 
acumen Sir, if this man weie to he at the Conference, it would be richer 
in its deliberations and its aohnnemcnl*, Kot only that, Sir I do not 
suggest that these people should be nuited to the Round Table Confer- 
ence only on the basis of MahatmajCs statesmanship and political wisdom 
[ claim. Sir, that these (>oiigress adheienls should be invited to the 
uonferenee because ot the ^irieat spintudl foice of this great saint and his 
idherents If he goes to that country, and if he tells the English people, 
IS mv Honourable triend, Sir George Rainy, was saying the other day, and 
makes an honest attempt to convince them of the anxiety, and the deter- 
mination of Indians to win Swaiaj, then T am peifeetly sure, knowing 
IS 1 do the English people, that most of the English jieople wull come 
[•ound and accept the dictates ot jiolitieal common sense with which 
'^hey are blessed in abumlance, and will be able to realise the necessity, 
he urgency of this ticiilar question of th(^ grant of Dominion Status 
o India, and wull be quite willing to push through their Parliament a 
jonstitution w^hich will iriant Dominion Status to India m the nearest 
Dossible future I am extiemeh aiixmiis that tlie Goveinment should 
ake the necessary stei>s to ohtaui the eo-operation oi and pai ticipation 
5 y Mahatma Gandhi and his adherents, and I can tell the Government 
)f India and through them the Viceroy that no price is too high to secure 
Vlahatma Gandhi’s participation If thov arc really sincere that India 
ihould attain Dominion Status, thev are really sincere that the Round 
Table (’onference should be a success, if they are really sincere that the 
Dromises of British statesmen should be implemented, and if they are 
•eally sincere that the Indian peojile should be satisfied, at least once 
n the history of their lelationship with the Englisli people, about the 
food faith of the English people, it is incumbent upon them, it is the 
luty of the Government of India and of Ills Excellency the Viceroy, 
ind also of the British Government, to see that necessary steps are taken 
0 obtain the participation of IMahatma Gandhi m this Conference 

Maulvi Mohammad Shafee Daoodi (Tnhut Division Muham- 
aadan) Sir, I beg to move 

That for the original resolution the following be substituted 

* In view of the fact that it is verj desirable that all pohtieal parties and inter- 
its in India should unite in pressing upon Hia Majestv ’s Government in England 
odia’s claims for responsible Government, in view also of the fact that attempts are 
eing made to secure a peaceful atmosphere and the suspension of the Civil Disobe 
lence Movement, this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that 
3 be pleased to release Mahdtma Gandhi and other political prisoners ’ ** 

Sir, I fully reahse the gravutj of the situation I know w^hat is the 
tate of things in the country Those who happen to be in the country 
now very well what a great strain is felt by all, the people as well as 
he officials The situation arose some time back, as we all know, in a 
«ry peculiar way, ind now it is time for those who are sitting m this 
louse to find out ways and means as to how this state of things should 
e put an end to. We suggest this amendihent because it appears io 
^ Hiat this is the only way of solving the trouble We say iff this 
mendment that the Indians have got to utilise all the possible means 
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of solving the constitutional problem of India We have got to find out 
ways and means of how best it can be solved, and for that reason we 
have to look to the two forces which stand m our way at the present 
moment One force is the force of the civil disobedience movement 
It counts upon the nnmbeis that it can mobilise and put into the field, 
rnd the other force is equally, or rather, more obdurate The other 
force counts upon its armoured cars, its machine guns and other physical 
foices The two are exercising their strength against each other, but 
poor India is going to suffer on that account We, who are neither on 
this side noi on the other, feel it our duty to point out to both of them 
tlidl they are doing something which is not in the interest of the country — 
neither in the interest of India nor in the interest of Gieat Britain AVe 
had lor that reason tried to persuade Mahatma Gandhi from the ver\ 
beginning not to start this movement of civil disobedience, because we 
tliought it was inexpedient and inoppoitune But when the movement 
was started and we found that the Government was keeping quiet o^ev 
it, w^e thought that there might ^ cry soon come a time which would le- 
lieve this tension But as soon as the Goveinment took to lepressne 
measures, the difficulties enhanced, and at the piesent moment, it ap- 
pears that the two parties are m a position from where neither of them 
wishes to recede 1 should sa^ , if there is goodwill and if there is the 
interest, that larger interest, of the country at heart, even now^ the 
trouble can be solved (da HononrabJe Memhei “ Tlow^ ^ The 
question is how rcalh It is for (wervbody to contnbute Ins mite to 
the solution of this question I do realise that my friend over there, 
the philosophei T)r Zmuddin puts this question to me T liave tabled 
this amendment onlv foi that purpose As you know, wu' ]ia\o nol been 
keeping (piiet We have been all the while working in onr owui wav 
It might he in the reeolleetion of Honourable Members in this House 
that at tlie ^ei^ beginning, ratliei on the 12th Maich, wlnm the great 
march of Mahatma Gandhi commenced from Habarmati, — on that verv 
day wc took the first opportunity to apprise the Go\ernment that there 
should he no interference whatsoever with this movement We have 
since tlien made overture after overtnie to both tlie paities We have 
gone to Mahatma Gandlii with sincere emissaries of our own We have 
gone to the Government through those who have access to the Gov cm 
ment House, to tell them the mistake that they would commit by inter- 
fering with the movement This is, I should think, by tins time" known 
to everybody Even now, recentl>, w^hile Manlana Muhammad Ah was 
on his sick bed m the Hipon Hospital, ho could not restrain himself, and 
he issued a statement to the Press saying to what a difficult position we 
are all heading, both parties are heading. Even Dr Ansari, who has 
been silent so long, has broken his silence now and told the whole truth 
He has rightly pointed out the mistakes that were coniiUitted by ihe 
starting of the civil disobednmee movement At the same time he has 
very lightly pointed out the effect of the repressive policj^ that has been 
adopted by the Government Lately, ^ find Mr, Jayakar, has also not 
lagged behind He has beeir doing in his own way what he thought 
proper from the very beginning, to do all that he could to bring 
pressure to bear upon Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit M:otilal Nehru aad 
Yallabhbhai Patel to bring the movement to an end. 
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Now, I know that, on such serious and grave occasions, we should 
not make more speeches It is really time for deeds and therefore we 
have taken to that We are on the one hand advising our countrymen 
to look to the situation in a large-heafted way and look to the ultimate 
goal which we have to attain, and now here in this House we have to 
take this opportunity of telling the Government Members here that 
they should gauge tlie real situation in Iho country They Should 
not be led by false reports that might be reaching them I know that 
the Government have got verj-- few people to tell them the truth, and 
I should think that, whenever they happen to find the truth even though 
it comes from a humble nnn like mysolf, they should accept it and 
act up to it In this amendment I have suggested that the Government 
on its part should he prepared to realise Mahatma Gandhi and all poli- 
tical prisoners, and at the same time we are trying to persuade our 
countrymen not to proceed with their movement, and T think this is the 
solution Simultaneonslv if action is taken in the tu o directions f have 
indicated thcie will be no trouble I realise the difficiilt\ of tlio Gov- 
ernment of India It IS really a suboidinate body It has not freedom 
to act in its own wa\ Again we find that the Lahoui Government is 
not in a majority m the House of Commons It is only the biggest 
group in the House of Commons It cannot have its own way I 
realise those difficulties of the Government, but nevertheless 1 find that, 
if the two parties have got a will and a determination to do good both 
to India as well as to Great Britain, things might be hi ought to such 
a state in w^hich the forces that aie standing in our wa\ may collapse 
and we may be able to bring about the desired end It requites great 
courage no doubt, both on the part of the leaders of the civil disobedi- 
ence movement as well as on the part of the Government, but w ithout 
great courage, no big question can be solved, and I hope the two parties 
will rise to the occasion and see that India does not drift into anaichy 
I am really afraid that, if things are allowed to drift in ^he manner in 
vhieh they have been drifting, anarchy might result, which ceitainly 
everybody in India would deplore I think the Englishmen themselves 
ivould deplore it They have only to realise that that ^loiild be the 
lesull, and I think the idea of bringing about the desired end u ill force 
itself on our mmd With these tew vords, I move my amendment and 
commend it to the House 

Bao Sahib B. Ramji (Berai Representatne) Mr President, I use 
to support the Besolution moved by my Honourable friend, Mi Aeharya 
It cannot be denied, Sir, that the present political situation m India is 
grave and serious and requires careful handling on the part of the 
Governmenl The atmosphere is full of political unrest and discontent 
The whole world is watching this movement with keen interest and many 
persons of outstanding merit from various countries have showered their 
blessings on Mahatma Gandhi and his movement This is a movement 
novel in the history of the world History does not kno\v such a move- 
meut Mahatma Gandhi is coivndered as a political saint m India as 
well as outside India Had such a man been born in a fiee country, 
he would have occupied the highest position Had such a man been 
born in England, he would have taken the place of a MacDonald Had 
such a man been born in America, perhaps he would have been the 
President of the United States , but unfortunately he is now rotting 
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in jHil 811, the urgent need of the day is to bring about an atmosphere 
ol peace and tranquillity Government should recognise the growing 
nalional consciousness of the people in the country and should try to 
uiidei stand the origin ot the present political national movement started 
by Iho (’ongress. (Congressmen think that they have tried all consti- 
tutioiidl mccins to obtain responsible government for the country, but 
failed, and as a last remedy they have started this movement of civi« 
disobedience by non-violent means to secure the goal In ray opinion the 
movement n ouhl not hav'e been started had the Viceroy giv’^en an 
asMuaiice iast Decembei to the leaders of the Congress that Dominion 
Status would be the basis for discussion at the proposed Round Table 
Conference, witli such safeguaids as are necessary for the transitional 
peiiod AlJ>how^ 811, today vve are faced with possibilities fraught with 
daiigei Theie is a tegular fight between the Gov'ernment and the 
peojde Both are determined to fight the battle to a finish Gowernment 
aie bent njion lepie.ssmg the national movement bv all the means at 
their comrmnd, whib* there apjiears to be a grim determination on the 
pail ot 11i(' nation to wnn freedom at an,v pi ice Government followed 
the policy of repression to kill the movement but with what result ? 
Tlie more the repiession, the more the intensitv of the national move- 
ment Tliose who w ei e against the movement in the beginning actually 
joinml it beenuse of the unjustifiable repressiv^e policy of the Govern- 
ment No (loveinment Sii, can rule anv people in an} country peace- 
fully without tlieir goodwill and eo-operation In sjute of the repres 
Sion, as w all know Sir the civil disobedience movement is gaining 
ground and gathering strength dav bv dav^ If the Government really 
want normal conditions to lie lostored in the country, it behoves them 
to look at things in a statesmanlike manner This is the time, Sir for 
the (loveinment to res]mnd to the public opinion and the national 
demand The best course for Government is to cast aside the false 
notions of pride and prestige and follow the policv of conciliation in a 
generous spirit The sooner. Sir, that is done, the better for both sides 
In mv opinion, the remedv lies with Government to allay the present 
distiass and remove the political discontent What is wanted is a real 
desire on the part of the Government to meet the political demands of 
the people Sir, unless this is done, the consequences will be seriOus 
Sir the object of holding a Round Table Conference, as I understand, is 
to flame a constitution suitable and acceptable to all the diffeient sec- 
tions and communities in India If that is so, then Government must 
take all steps necessary for the participation and co-operation of the 
re]u‘csentatives and leaders of all the different parties and interests at 
th(‘ Round Table Conference But how can the Conference be a success 
when reiiression is in full swung T Who will participate in the Confer- 
ence so long as the present reign of terror continues ’ Sir, no useful 
Ti^nrpesc would be served by discussing the constitutional problems in 
England while the most elementary rights of citizenship are being 
conslantly denied in this country Leadbr afte^r leader is being sent to 
jail, ordinances are being promulgated, the Press is being gagged, and 
in some places martial law is being proclaimed ^ What do we read, Sir, 
ever} dav ?* Hundreds and thousands of people are being arrested and 
sent to jail What do we find in Bombay and' othei* plSfees t 
Lathis arc being used on innocent volunteers— and not only on voliinteers 
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but even on women and children peacefully joining* j^roeeeAions Sir, 
Government must stop all this repression, all this merciless beating if 
Government want to save the Round Table Conference from the tate ot 
the Simon (Commission, then they must release Mahatma Gandhi and other 
political prisoners and thus seeuie the attendance of all leaders of the 
dift'erent political parties ui the couutrj at the Round Table Conference 

Btr. Abdul Haye (East Punjab Muhammadan) Sir I rise to give 
my wholehearted support to the Resolution mo\ed bv m,\ Honourable 
friend, Mi Acharya Sir, I feel that one must speak uith restraint on 
an occasion like this, for what is the situation with which wo are con- 
fronted, and what is the remedy We find to-dav the foioes of Congiess 
pitted against the forces of the Gov eminent , and betwetm these two 
belligerents stand the non-ofhcial Members of the Indian Legislature* 
>UJng foi peace We, Bir, on oni part desiri*, na\ , W( aie anxious, that 
the wdiite flan should be hoisted at ouci' (Hear, bear ) Sii each ])aity 
believes it is in the right The Government say tliat the Congiess is out 
to break the lav\, and “it is oui fiist and piimai\ to pieserve 

law and oidei ’ The Congiess on tlie other Jiaiid sa^ tliat “ all these 
ten .\eais w^e have pleaded, we hau* tried to persuade the Governraeiit, 
and wlitn we found that ( 4 ov(*inmeid was not amenable to leason, wc 
revolted and wv ate justified “ Sii , one thing is certain that both the 
3elhgerents believe that, “all is fair iii lo\e and wai “ At this 
juncture I only want to ask tin* Government “ Are v oii leallv gieat ** 
\ie you really strong x\.re v on reallv honest Wher<‘ is vour 
ivisdom Whv’ don’t yon displav all those qualities ^ You. lepiesen- 
atives of Great Britain, do v on realh feel that v’oii aie great ? Do \ ou 
"eel that 3 ou deserve to sit on those Benches and to go^eln this countrv" • 
(Hear, hear ) Whj' don’t 3'ou take stock of the situation 1 ’’ 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member tor Commerce and 
^ailwav’sy Sir, on a point of older, is the Ilonouiable IVIember ad- 
iressing his remarks to the Chair ? 

Mr President • He is addressing his remarks through the Chair to 
he gentlemen who deserve them 

Mr. Abdul Haye * I hope, Sir, mv^ Honourable triend will pa^ more 
ittention to my appeal v\hich is made through you I savx “ are you 
•eally great and strong If jmu are, I have to tell 30U one thing, 

hat 3^oui greatness does not lie in sitting tight in vour seats, in your 
hairs The greatness of the Government, Sir, does not lie m belabouring 
Liid beating poor volunteers, the majority of wdiom are still in their 
eens Your greatness does not lie in taking advantage of the Hmdu- 
duslim differences (Hear, hear ) If j^ou say that we are not fit for 
elf-government because there are communal differences, if Sir John 
hraon savs that the Hindus and the Mussalmans are unable to pull to- 
gether, and that they do not make up their differences, and “ therefore, 
t is incumbent upon us to remain here as their masters ”, I ask, have 
^ou solved the communal question yourself ? You do not deserve to be 
lere if you are unfit to help to solve the communal question 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member should trr to address the 
lhair, 

Mr. AbdiU Sajre : I submit Sir^ that the greatness of the Govern- 
ftcnt lies in displaying a spirit of generosity at this juncture If you are 
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re?>l]y anxious to ncf^otiate with the people of India, then I must tell 
you plainly that there is no one gentleman on this side of the House 
amongst the non-official Members who is m a position to speak with 
authority on behalf of the people of Indig If you want one man alone — 

I do not niind whether you want him here or at the Round Table Confer- 
ence— you cannot ignore Mahatma Gandhi But if you want dozens of 
representatives of India to sit at your table — I believe you have got a big 
round table there — you can have them But, Sir, they will not be able 
to speak with authority on behalf of the people of this country, if you 
lea\e out ^fahatma Gandhi If there is one single individual, I say, Sir, 
w^ho 1 ^ in a position to-da;y to deliver the goods, it is Mahatma Gandhi 
(Loud applause from the non-official Benches ) If you want to negotiate 
and come to an understanding so as to try and solve the problem of 
India, in> submission is that the Government have got to negotiate with 
Mahatma Gandhi If is wnth this \iew, Sir, that we urge before you that 
he should be released and others who have not committed offences ot a 
violent natme should also be leleased It you want to negotiate, }on 
ha\e got to negotiate with that Jhtn, slender figure that sits half naked 
in ,iail anr] sjnns the fate of India You can release him and take him 
to "v our Bound Table f’onfereiiee But if you do not want to release 
him, I must tell \ou that vou ha\e got to negotiate with him And for 
that ])urpos(‘ it }ou do not release him, >ou vourself will haAe to go to 
jail And when that opportunity comes, when the representa- 
tnes ot GoAcinmont go to jail, we shall call out their Ja% and give them 
an ovation Aftei all, w^hat is Mahatma Gandhi 1 Is he an ordinary 

cuminal ? Is he an oflViidei 1 The day is not far off, if India is to 

remain within the Biitish Em])ire, if the connection of Great Britain is 
to subsist, when statues shall be raised to Mahatma Gandhi, and it mav 

be one of the representatives of Great Britain who will be called upon 

to unveil those statues 

Mr U N Sen (Bengal Nominated Non-Official) Sir, Mr Acharya. 
wdio mo\td the oiiginal Resolution, himself admitted that the first part 
of his motion w'as lather a bit obsolete, because reference to responsible 
go^einmnil and the Round Table Conference, so far as this House is 
concerned, is to a certain extent a matter of past history T will, there- 
fore, 'witli your permission, make one or two observations wuth regard 
to the lasr pait of the Resolution particularly where he urges Go\ern- 
nient to create a necessary atmosphere for the consideration of consti- 
tutional problems Sir, the atmosphere is not only confined to India, but 
in the consideration of this question we have as much to depend on the 
atmos])here in England as we have to depend on the atmosphere in India 
That the atmosphere across the seas is thickening with dark clouds is 
not difficult to judge One, who is m close touch with what is happening 
every day inside the British House of Commons and outside it, is quite 
familiar to what extent there is a movement in certain quarters to 
jeopardise the efforts of those who are trying to solve the Indian con- 
stitutional problem In order to make my position clear, I should, with 
your indulgence, read to the House *'one of the latest telegrams which 
has been received in this country* It runs thus * 

Xogotialions between three parties on question whether Government should allow 
Oppo<(ition to be represented at Hound Table Conference has reached a ver^delicate 
stage aiwl Government’s position is presenting difficult problems. Gonservative insis- 
tence on lopicsentation is hardening Conservative Committee on j^ian atfairs J^day 
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ghould be the basis ot discussion at Koiind Table Conference If Government decide 
against Opposition representation, theie is a danger of Conservative Liberal censure.” 

0£ course, the House knows what it means The Labour Government, 
which IS in power, will not last for a moment if this threat is given 
effect to 

” Many Ijilverals express opinion that IriMn'a speech invited Round Table Confer- 
ence to shell e Report It is understood that Liberal Pnrtv meeting last evening re- 
affirmed previous decision to do everything possible to bring Simon Commission’s Re- 
port before Round Table Conference While as MacDonald indicated in Commons 
yesterday, Goxernment does not desire discussion in House at present, it seems likely 
that unless satisfactory arrangement is reached with Opposition, Burnham will initiate 
debate in House oi Lords on 22nd July This will immediately result in demand for 
discussion in Commons in which case Labourite Left Wing has intimated that if 
Opposition question Government’s proposals, they too will obiect that Conference 
cannot succeed unless principle of self Goieriimeut and .inuiesti ue accepted m 
adi nue ” 

Well, (Sir, the unkiudest cut of all is that Lord Burnham should 
taRe up this position What IIis Lordship seriously intends to d»^, is not 
difficult to understand 

Mr. B Das : What does it matter ? 

Mr. U N. Sen Of course, it docs inattei M> tiiend Mr Das knows 
that Lord Burnham occupies a vei v unupie position m English politics 
Whalevei may be your views about Lord Burnham, and othei Members 
ot the 8imon Commission, you cannot \ery well ignoie what these gentle- 
men sa> It the position in England is unhappy, I cannot but say the 
same thing of India Although, owing to a certain combination ot 
circum^lances, we aie passing through stirring times, still I am one of 
those Avho believe that it is bettei to lia\e sometimes a touch ot optimism 
m one’s nature In my opinion theie is absolutely no reason to be 
disheartened or to be depiessed My finmd, Mr Neog>, took the House 
yesterday through pathetic scenes ot a melancholy drama which had been 
enacted at Dacca 8ir, it is not m,v puipose to ask the House to go o\er 
those incidents That the civil disobedience mo\ement has brought in 
its tiaiii untold miseries to people, who ha\e not only participated in 
it, but nlso to those who have been silentlv w^atching it fiorn outside, 
cannot be denied Sir, I do not wmnt to go ovei that ground again 
It IS not my intention to go into the psychology of this movement 
What I want to say m all humility^ is this, that it is no use blaming the 
Go\eriiment entirely Government haye got then responsibilities and 
are solely responsible for maintenance of law and order. It is their 
primary function to protect life and property and uphold the authority 
of layv Sir, apologists either for Government or for the people will 
apjiraist the situation later on What I wrant to urge upon Government 
now^ IS this That if there is a serious effort and an earnest attempt 
made by any Member of this House or any responsible person outside it, 
to bring about a settlement, Government ought to encourage those 
people and do whatever is in their power to help them The House is 
aware that only two or three days ago several Members of this House 
and of the other PloUse, gave a mandate to the Leader of the Opposition 
to go and mtervieyv, if possible, ifahatma Gandhi, Pandit Motilal Nehru 
and other Congress leaders Whether he will succeed or not, I cannot 
say ,* no one ckn say Opinion has been expressed in some parts of thi^ 
House that it is futile to make any such attempt Well, 8ir, T do not 
share that view I believe that if Mr Jayakar or any of his friends in 
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this House or even outside it decide to go and interview the Congress lead- 
ers, they will come to some sort of settlement Even supposing for argu- 
ment ’h sake, the negotiations fail, it is an attempt worth while making I be- 
heve no one is more anxious than the Government that the present situa- 
tion should end and an atmosphere should be created for the considera- 
tion oi the constitutional problem, and Mr President, because I believe 
ihat Goveinment are as much anxious as anybody else that this civil 
disobedience movement should at once stop, that I joined the meeting of 
the Members of the Indian Legislature and gave whatever little support 
J could to Mr Jayakar I believe, 8ir, that before the day is out, the 
Honourable the Home Member will make the position of Government 
absolulely clear, and we will hear that so far as the Government are 
concerned, they will not stand in the way of any negotiations with 
Mahatma Gandlii and other leaders I do not for myself expect any 
declaration of policy on the part ot Government in this matter, because 
if T understand aright, the Government position is, that they cannot snr- 
rendei their responsibility with regard to the maintenance of law and 
ord(‘r Sir 1 ha\e everv reason to believe that when Mr tlavakar goes 
wuth Ills ti lends to see Mr Gandhi, he will have the approval or the head 
ot file administration, and I believe, Sir, the House will be m possession 
of some sort of document by tomorrow morning which will make clear, 
in unmistakable terms, the intentions of His Excellency the Viceroy, and 
that document will be a charter not onlv' to Mr Jayakar but also to the 
vvliole of India (Hear, hear ) 

Rao Bahadur P. T Kumaraswami Chettiyar (Madras Cit\ Non- 
Muhammadan Id ban) 1 should like to give expression to mj views on 
this Ki’solution and on the amendment jiroposed I submit. Sir, that 
With a view to get an agreed settlement amongst all the parties and 
inteiests in the Round 1’ahle Conference, it is desiiable that the Governor 
General in Council should take the necessary steps to get the co-opera- 
tion ()1 ^lahatma Gandhi and his followers in the C’onference Other- 
wise, Sii, the country will take us to task and say that one section of 
India is out of tlie Conference and, as such, whatever delibeiations or 
vvhatevei conclusions are arrived at m the Conference itself are not 
acceptable In order to avoid this we should see that all parties, what- 
ever then political creed may be, should unite and attend the Confer- 
ence Bv the wav Sir, I deprecate the existence of the end disobe- 
dience movement which is not a constitutional one and which is up- 
setting the eipubbnum of the country Sir, the civil disobedience move- 
ment was first started as a non-violent movement, but when the masses 
are excited it is difiSeult to say what will be the consequences of it 
Sir, it IS desirable also that the Government should take the necessary 
steps to put down the movement, w^hich is unlaw^ful But what do the 
Government do ^ They have adopted the most extremi* repressive 
measures possible Indiscriminate infliction of htht blows, tlm ban on 
Swadeshi enterprises, the ban on public meetings, the issuing of section 
144 in every place m the country indiscriminately, all these which were 
unheard of m the annals of India are operating m this country, I should 
like to tell you, Sir, because of the fact that I had no occasion to speak 
on the one Resolution which I have given potice of, as regards the 
oecuiren<*es in Madras Gity on the 2jth and 27th April, 1930 I have? to 
mention it now The Madras Ooveriiment, residing m Ootacamund, had 
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abdicated their powers to the police and the police had nm amok on 
the uiiprcivdented assemblage gathered on the Marina beach on the 27th 
April I'houjjh, Sir, the non-official Members of the city protested 
against the police excesses on the 25th and 27th April, thoug'h the 
premiei C orporation of Madras tabled a resolution and submitted to the 
Government of Madias to enquire into the police excesses thouf?h the 
Madras advocates deputation waited on His Excellency the Governor 
at Oolaoamund and expressed their horror at the perpetration of these 
wicked aei‘ by the police, >et the Government were adamantine and 
refused to into the case I should like to mention at this moment, 
Sir, that when the Jalhanwala Baph incident oecuried, the late Mr 
Montagu expressed the view that when there was filing lesorted to, 
there should be an en<piiry gone into So, the Hunter (Vimmihsion was 
appo nted to go into the (piestion of the Punjab riots 

Mr President We ha\e alreaely discussed the geneial policy of 
repiession tor three da\s, and T think ou this Resolution tlm Hoiiouiable 
Membeu should confine himself to the matter which is diiecth in issue 
in this Resolution 

Rao Bahadur P. T Kumaraswami Ohettiyar • If >ou consKhu that I 
am out of order, I shall not refer to it If \ou do not permit me to 
speak ail} furthei on the incidents that oceuned in the Madias (hty on 
the 25th and 27th April, 1930, 1 abide h\ vour decision, Sir If you 
want ])eae(* and tranqiullit} to leign in India, tins kind of lepiessive 
measures should be put an end to (Hear, hear i Sii, the people of 
India are excited and they are conscious of their stiength and they are 
desirous ot getting as much as thev can Tliough the^i' lepressive 
measuies are adopted, vet I do not think there will be riin chance of the 
spirit of enthusiasm, that has been instillc^l into the minds of Indians 
dwMndling On that ground. Sir, 1 should like the Go\ornme\t ot India 
to take not ^ of the situation and see what thev can do with legard to the 
withdrawal of these leprcssue iiRasuic-^ At tie' sanm tiin«, I should like 
that Mahatma Gaudlu should see tliat he calls otf the ci\il disohedienee 
movement wnth a view to get salivation for India 

One vNord, T wnll have to mention wuth regard to the Report of the 
Simon Commission that has been published of late We expected from 
the Simon Commission a millennium and everybody wanted bread, but we 
got stones The Report is of a retrograde character and the reforms 
that aie framed by the Commission fall short of the recommendations of 
the ^Madras Government 

Mr. Arthur Moore (Bengal European) Sir, has this got anything 
to do with the Resolution before the House ? 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member is making hi« maiden 
speech and therefore, T do not want to interrupt him too much 

Rao Bahadtir P. T. Kumaraswami Ohettiyar t Then, Sir, I should 
like to express a few pomt.s with regard to the 
** Simon RepoVt when that subject is taken up today 

So with these few words I urge upon the Government of India to see 
that a calm atmosphere is created so that every party m the country, 
including Mahatma Gandhi and his party, is invited to be present at 
the Round Table Conference and make it a success 
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The Honourable Sir George Eainy : I iise at this, stage of the debate, 
Mr President, to explain as briefly as I can the atttitude of Govern- 
ment on my Honourable friend Mr Acharya’s Resolution and on thp 
various amendments which have been moved Naturally the course of 
the debate has traversed again a good deal of the ground o\er whicli 
we progressed in the last three days of last week. That was inevitable, 
and 1 can \eiy readily understand how Honourable Members on the other 
'Side should have wisned that the Session should not end until they had 
exhausted every elfort and used all means which la> in their power to 
bring to an end a situation whicli we all of us recognise as deplorable 
I appreciate very much the spirit in which my Honourable friend, Mr 
Achaiya, and my Honourable friend, Mr 8hafee Haoodi, have spoken, 
and if I am not so well acquainted with the movers of the other amend- 
ments, or with some of the speakers who have recently come to this 
House, I do not doubt that each and all of them aie animated by the 
same spirit, a di‘sire, if they can, to do serMce to their country 

Now, Sir, although tlie original Resolution itself and the \aiious 
amendments which have been moved \aiy a good deal in phraseology, 
I am not suie that there is veij much chtterence in the underlying 
motives and tlie underlying ideas which have led Honourable Mem- 
beis to put them forwaid I need not, I think, lefer to the earlier part 
of the Honourable Mr Achar>a’s Resolution, because he made it plain 
biiiiselC, in moving it, that lie did not ^M^h to jiress that part of it and 
indeed w'ould be content to ai'cept the amendment ot the Honourable 
Mi 8hafee Daoodi What, 8ir, is the teeling and the thought that 
animates the Resolution and the various amendments ? It appears to 
be this, that, a situation has arisen in which Governnunt and the Cong- 
ress are in conflict, that neither the Goveinment noi the Congress will 
give v\a}, and that meanwhile veiy great injuiy, both moral and mater- 
ial, IS bemg inflicted upon the country In these eiicumstanees Mr 
Shaleo Daoodi has made it plain that he and his friends have done then 
best to exert their influence on the Congress leadeis to indnee them to 
bring the civil disobedience movement to an end Similarly he desires 
to use any influence he ma> have with Go\ernment to induce Govern- 
ment on its pait to join in bridging the gulf between the two parties 
That, Sir is a very natural attitude and I can very readily undei stand 
why my Honourable friends on the other snlc of the House have felt it 
necessary to impress their views and their wishes upon Gov (‘riiment 
in order to see whethei anything can be done on those lines There 
can be no question. Sir, of the extent to which the country is suffering 
at the present moment as a result of the civil disobedience movement 
I am not going to go into any sort of detail, for Honourable Members 
know quite as much about the facts as I do It is obvious that the spirit 
of lawlessness is growing, and that the material injury is becoming 
very great Already a number of workers in industrial establishments 
have been thrown out of employment, and it is likely that, in the near 
future, the number of such persons have lost their work will in- 
crease Want of confidence is absolutely paralysing the internal com- 
meice of the country, and when all these facts are so, undoubtedly it 
must be the desire of everyone to see whether a solution can be found 
But if that is so, and if the Government of India find themselves stfll 
unable to go the w^hole way with my Honourable friends opposite, sore- 
ly then the difficulties must indeed be grave. Some of my Honourable 



5ELP-G0VERJ^MENT FOR INDIA AND RELEASE OF POUTICAL PRISONERS 


649 


friends have spoken as if this were a case in which the blame fell as 
much on the one side as on the othei and tliat the proper way of adclres- 
sin^ both Goveinment and tin* Congress was to say “ a plague on both 
your houses " Sir, 1 cannot for a moment admit that that is a fair 
or an accurate desciiption of the position, or of tlie oiigm of the pre- 
sent situation Aftei all, when we are asked to take all necessary steps 
to obtain the co-oiieration of Mr Gandhi and the other Congress leaders 
at the Round Table Conterence, may we not fairly ask whether w^e ha\e 
not taken these steps already ' Was not IIis Excellency the Goxernor 
General’s declaiation of the 1st November last a reasonable and fair 
offer, whieh anv Indian could lionouiably aeci'pt ' Was not the es* 
tablishmont of th(‘ Round Table Confeience b\ JTis Majesty’s Go^ ern- 
ment a fair offer which bad it been acci'pted at the time in the generous 
spiiit in wdinh it A\as offered, would have altogethei prevented the 
(lifheult «iiid danjicnous situation in \^dlK'h vVe are to-da\ t But tlie 
answ^er which theso efforts received from the (’ongiess was ,in nbiolute 
refusal to particip«ite in the Conference except upon terms which neither 
Ills Majesty’s Government nor the Government of India could con- 
template , hee iiise in effect that would have reduced the function ot 
the Confeioiiee to legist erinji tho d(‘eiecs of the (’ongr(‘ss itself Then 
follow^ed the iiiitiation o1 the civil disobedienei' movement although His 
Excellency the Vieeioy, addi(*ssing the Legislatnri' last S>ession made 
an appeal which miglit well havi* influencod those in wliose liands the 
flecisiou lay Tlien follow ed the mekuicholv histoiy of the next thre<' 
or four months 

Such being the situation, it stems to me that the one mdis})t nsable 
preliminary to any sort of agreed solution of these questions is that 
the civil disobedience movement should be discontinued Unless that 
is done, I cannot myself see how it is possible foi Gov'crnmenl to brirn’* 
about that better atmosphere which vve all desire, or to secure eo-opeia 
tion from the Congioss leaders m th<‘ a oik of the Conft'reiice The 
initiative cloail} lies with those who launched the movement and aie 
still inspiring and encouraging it 

I was triad to notice Sii Ihat, al a leeenl meeting in Siml.i rf the 
representatives of the minoritv eommnnities, that ])oint vt as emphasised, 
for they said 

“ VV( uIho tsk( tins 0})portumt\ ol t juph isising tho 8Uj)riiiuo iioccnsitv of ori'at»ng 
\ii ,itnios])h('] e ol p(.<ui nid goo<l a\i 11 tor tlu* Round T iblt Confenmo, to Beiuro whuh 
it ifi essoiiii.d tbit fill tnotoniont*! (Alful.itod to doft liw and ordei should Immcdiatelj 
bo terminated .ind all attentmn should bo ooncontrnted on the smeess of the Round 
Tiblo Confojomt ” 

That really expresses in a sentence the attitude of the Government of 
India also, for until that movement is diseontinued, as I said on a formei 
occasion, anv cltoits which Goveinment may riesire to make to reston* 
normal condition are almost totally paralysed That the doOr still 
stands open for the Congiess leaders to attend the Round Table Con- 
ference IIis Excellency made ebmr in no less than three dilTerent pas- 
sages m his speech when lie addressed the Legislature a few days ago 
He said 

“ It the belief of Hth Maieaty’s Government that by vr*i\ of oonfetenee it 
ahould be i>o#«jblc to reach solutions that both countries and all parties interested 
in them honourably accept “ 

I.‘>0PB(LA) 0 
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And aprain— 

“ IliH ]Mj) )pst\ ’a Government atill hope th.it Imluins of all aehools of thought, 
whatever the .itlitiule that aoiiic of them have hitherto taken, Avill be read) to share 
m thiH ((»UHtriuti\c nork 

And again, 

“ i Avouhl I'Opt th.Jt it might not yet be too late for nmer eounsels to prevail 
by which all the political thought ot India might bi harnesHcd to the task of welding 
into iiintv the elements that (ompose her life and in eonjunetiou with Great Britain 
devising the best means for giving constitutional expression to them 

That, Sir, ih tlio attitude of tho Government of India But when Honour- 
able Meml>ers speak of securing the co-opeiation of Mahatma Gandhi 
and all othei C^mgress leaders, eleail>, the (piestion whether they shall 
attend tho Gonfeienee and co-opeiate is not an issue which the Govern- 
ment can decide if the> lliemselves aie unwilling to attend or to co- 
operate , and it the only terms on which thej aie \cilling to attend are 
such as the Goveinment ot India, in the natuie of the case, cannot 
accept, then T do not see that the blame tests upon th(‘ Government of 
India for the results w^hich we all so deepl> i(*gret 

A good deal of stress has been laid, during the course of the debate, 
on tho desirability of the Government ot India, as a sign of their con- 
ciliatory spirit, releasing those who are classed as political prisoners 
On Saturday last I dealt with the point, and in substance, said all that 
1 had to say, although it was then comprised in a sentence or two. 
Does not the request mean that, while the civil disobedience movement 
18 still in being and is being actively prosecuted, Government should 
disarm itself and say, “ Well, conciliation is the first thing and we shall 
cease to resist the movement '' ? Honourable Members no doubt realise 
what a grave decision that would be if the Government of India took 
up that attitude As I said on Saturday, 1 think, it would amount 
very nearly to the abdication of Government But if Honourable Mem- 
bers say to me, “ But if the movement weie discontinued and ceased to 
be a danger, what then would Government do T my reply is that I 
do not think vve can reach a moie satisfactory slate of affaiis, a better 
spirit or more conciliatorv atmosphere by diseiissing this question on 
a hypothetical basis But I do not hesitate to sav, as I said on Saturday, 
that if the movement vv(*re discontinued, a new situation wiuild be creat- 
ed with which Government would have to deal, and it is (piite obvious 
that the policv of the Goveinment of India, being w^hat it is, namely 
that the Confeieace in London should be a siiccess and sliould be earned 
on under the conditions best fitted to piomote its success, it must be 
their desire to do what they reasonably can to lestore normal condi- 
tions That IS the spirit in which the Government of India would ap 
proaeh the question, but I do not believe that it w'ould be in an} way 
promoting the cause of peace or be of ad\antage to the country if I 
were to say more than that to-day 

Mr President, 1 have occupied the* time of the House tor a rather 
longer period than I intended The matters we are discussing are very 
important, but I do not believe that they aie to be solved by much pub- 
lic speaking I will only say this m conclusion, — and I believe I can 
speafe ^or evei} one of my eolleagues— we all of us feel the burden rest- 
ing on us to do what we can to be conciliatorv’ and to brinff about a 
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ha])pier state of feelinpf , but all of us also eaniiot but feel restiiu' on 
our shoulders the resjmrsibilitv that the Kinjr’s (Tovernment must be 
earned on and that, \\hare\ei else we do we cannot renounce the trust 
mi} osed upon the (TO\ernmeut because it is the (TO\ermiient 

Mr Raghubir Singh (Agia Dnision Non-Muhammadan Rural) • 
8ir I rise to ojipost* the soinewiial \olnnnn<ms Resolution mo\ed by my 
Honourable friend Mi Achai\a which a< he has himself admitted is 
out of date and old like the Mo\er himself Ills Resolution says that 
steps should be taken to jieisnade His Majestv ’s Government in England 
to recognise India’s right to self-Go\ eminent and to invite Indians 
1 epi eM'ntatn es at the Round Table Gontmmice to diseiiss wliat form of 
Go>einmeut this country should ]ia\e Well, Sir, the Rntish Govern- 
ment are already taking steps to in\it<‘ India’s lepi esmitatives to the 
Round Table C’onteienee and thus gne an opportunity to the repre- 
^entatnes of India to fiame a eonstitution whieh iiia> best suit then 
needs Then theie is the amendnieiit of Rao Hahadiii 1) R Paid which 
1 am inelined to siip})ort beeausi* it la\s gnsit stress on tlie necessity of 
repiesentation of rural inteiests in the Round Table ronference Sir, 
India is a country the po})iiIation of whieli is mostly lural, and it is 
incumbent upon Goveriimeni to unite i epiesontatives from luial areas 
to the Conference, so that tlie results may be achieved according to the 
wishes of the masses 

Then, Sir, there is another amendment by the Honourable Mr 
Ranga which says that steps should he ttdeen to secuie the co-opeiation 
of and participation hv Mahatma Gandhi and other representatives of 
the Congress in the Round Table (kmference Well, with all respect to 
the Congress, 1 w’ould sav that though it may be the most impoitant 
political institution in the countrj , still it is not the only institution 
which siionld count Then there is another amendment which is in tune 
with that of Mr Ranga, and theiefore, Sir, 1 support 

Mr N G Eanga • I made myself quite clear in my speech that my 
Resolution does not mean that other parties should not be invited to 
the Round Table Conference 

Mr Raghubir Singh • But the words of the amendment are that 

“ This Asscmbl} ucouiniends to the Governor General in Council that he should 
take all necessary steps to secure the coopeiation of and purtieipation by Mahatmn 
Gandhi and other representatives of the Congress ”, 

and not of other institutions This was the meaning conveyed by the 
amendment However, Sir, I strongly support the amendment moved by 
Rao Bahadur D R Patil and oppose the original motion 

Mr. T. N. Ramaknshna Reddi (Madras ceded Distucts and Chittoor 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) Sir, the original Resolution proposed by the 
Honourable Member has got three definite parts I do not propose to 
read out the whole Resolution as it is already down on paper, but briefly 
put, the first part says that the Government should accept the principle 
of self-determination for India • The second part says that the leaders 
should bring about an agieed constitution which itself will have the in- 
herent capacity for self -development, and the third part says that with 
a view to bring about a })eaceful atmosphere, the Government should re- 
lease Mahatma Qandlu and other jiolitical leader^ 
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No-sv, 8ir, with legard to the tii-«t part, I do not tliink there is any 
patriotic Indian m this House who will object to these sentiments I do 
not tlnnk there is any Indian whose soul is so dead as not to see that the 
count ly gets self-government or that it should have selt-determmation 
But my only objection is Avhether this is the proxier tim<‘ to laise that 
question 8ii, the whole eountr\ is now eoncenti atcsl on gtdting self- 
government or Dominion Status, as it is called, and we have all to con- 
s<M\e our energies to achieve that aim, and not lai e this apjilc of dis- 
cord again by introducing this idea of selt-deterinination Sii as we 
all know% Ills Excellency the Viceroy made a verv momentoiio> announce- 
ment the other day that the Simon Report would form onlv one of the 
matfuials to be discussed at the Rourul Table Conference, but that has 
giv( 11 rise to a lot of angry sentiments in England For instance, we 
have read in the English papers that Sir John Simon, Mi Llyod George 
and Lord Residing are trjung to do then utmo^'t to see tliat the Simon 
Repoit obtains the fullest mea^iure of consideration tit the Round Table 
(k)nferonce Vmy recentlj W'c have also if ad in the pa]>eis th<it even 
Mr Wedgwood Benn, the Secietary of Statt* for India, is contemplating 
r(‘signaiion of Ins liigh office because he is not in agieenicnt with thi* 
IiropoSffl that tlie Simon Reimit should not form the chief document to^ 
consideration at the Round Table Conterenee There aie also lesponsi- 
blc statesmen like Mr Churchill, Loid Bui ahum and others who have 
been openly declaimg that the announcement of 11 E The Viceio-' i> 
most inoppoitune Sir, when the Viceiov has to mci't such dithculties 
at Home, is this the time, I ask, tor the Honourable Member to laise this 
question instead of concentrating oui selves on getting Dominion Status ? 

Then, Sir, wuth regard to the second pait, that the Indian leaders 
should frame an agreed constitution, in mv opinion, this is not the time 
wdien this point can be raised There are alieadv mam constitutions, 
tor instance all the parties have joined together and have produced a 
constitution, popularly called the Nehiu Report, winch has received tht' 
largest amount of support in the countiy There are also several consti- 
tution ^ iirodneod m this country read>-made if it is noccssarv’’ to have 
constitutions at all So I consider that it will he inopportune at this 
moment to call in the leaders and ask them to frame a constitution once 
again 

With regard to the third part, we are all m entire agreement Now, 
Sir, at this time when the whole countrv is in a turmoil, when the leaders 
of the country are in jail, how can the Round Table Confmence be a suc- 
cess ? If it IS to be successful, then it is incumbent uixm Government 
to see that the leaders of the Congress, who arc the leaders of the 
nation and who are now rotting in jail, are immediatelv released 

Sir, when the civil disobedience movement is in full sw^ing, anothei 
unfortunate thing has been added, and that is the publication of the 
Simon Report Sir, the country awked for Toread and it was given a 
stone The country asked to be masters in its own house, and it w^as 
given seven wuse men from afar, seven stone-hearted men, to fashion a 
constitution for India T need not dilatb upon this point, because every- 
IkkIv knows that the Simon Report has been denounced from one end 
of the country" to the other, by every party and by every shade of 
opinion, and it has been condemned thoroughly The Government must 
already have taken a note of it, and they must have ^nt cables td 
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England in ordei to make the Home Government know what the opinion 
ot this country is with legard to the Simon Reixirt 

No\n, Sir, at this juncture His Excellency the V'ieero\ has dohc the 
greatest service by coming out with a bold declaration only the other 
flay that the Simon Report will only have the same value as any other 
Report and will not form the bams of discussion at the Round Table 
Conference I sav so, because the House has just listened to a recent 
telegram 'which my Honourable friend I\lr Sen has read out to the House 
So, the first business, the first duty of the Government is to bring about 
a reconciliation with the Congress Party, which is the most important 
party in the country Sir, I consider this a very opportune moment lie- 
cause the Round Table Conference was asked for b> Pandit Motilal 
\ehru Inmself It is not a new^ thing It wms asked foi no doubt under 
(lifior ent conditions and different en eiimstances but, however, we are 
given this Round Table (Conference Though we have got this Round 
Table Conference, the leaders wanted that Goveinment should accept 
Doniinion Status as the basis for further disclission at the Round Table 
Conference, that thev should accept Dominion Status with certain neces- 
sarv ^afeguaids, hut the Gov'ernment have not gone* so far But m the 
last announcement of His Excellencv the Viceroy, we find that the scope 
of the discussions at the Conference is not circumscribed Jt means that 
at the Round Table Confeience Dominion Status might be discussed and 
(‘V(*n Independence might be discussed, and that there is to be no restric- 
tion on the diHcus'uon This pronouncement us an iinprove‘iient upon tlio 
previous pionouncement of His Excellencv the Viceroy There is, after 
all, very little difference if conectly understood and sympathetically 
a})j)lied, betv\een what the leaders ask for and what the Viceroy has 
promised Sii, there is absolutely no question of prestige involved in 
Government trving to bring about a reconciliation with the Congress The 
(^ongro^s men are not rebels. Its leaders have been actuated bv the highest 
of motives and have sacrificed ev^erything for the sake of the country Fur- 
th(*r, if the Round Table Conference is to be a success, it cannot be so with* 
out these leadeis taking part in it I can understand negotiations going 
on between tv\o lielligerent yiarties, betw^een two parties that are fighting 
with each other, but I cannot understand negotiations proceeding with one 
party left out It the Congiess is left out and the leadeis of other parties 
are invited and if the British representativ^es at the Conference then ask 
them what their credentials are, and whether they would be able to deliver 
the goods on behalf of this country, what are those people to say ? The 
Congress is the strongest party in the eounti-y, and if the leadeis of the 
Congress are in jail, it will be impossible for those other leaders to say that 
they speak on behalf of the country Whatever agreement they may come 
to, will not be acceptable to the whole of India, and so it is quite essential 
that the Congress ought to be invited 

Sir, what is the difference between the Congress and the Government ? 
Very recently, as the Leader of the Opposition has stated, the Congress 
leader, Pandit Motilalji was ^irepared to agree to very moderate terms. 
The only difference is that the Congress leaders say that they want a dec- 
laration of Dominion Status, w^h^reas Government say that Dominion 
Status IS the ultimate goal but only a certain time is required to reach 
it. The principle is accepted and there is difference only with regard to 
time. With regard to time ahiO, it has now been conceded because His 
Excellency tlie Viceroy the other day said that we can discuss even 
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Dominion Status right awaj at the Conference , only we shall liaTc to 
convince the British people So far, IIis Excellency the Viceroy’s 
announcement is a great advance But there are certain defects in the 
announcement made by His Excellency the Viceroy While he has 
announced the scope of the di>cus8ion at the Round Table Conference, 
he has not announced the personnel The country and this IIoiKse arc 
entitled to know the personnel of the Round Table (’onference A\honi the 
Government are going to in\ite, because, for aught ve know, the persons 
whom the Government have got up their sleeve may not be acceptable 
to the country So, there is no reason why the Go^e^nment should keep 
bick the names of the personnel of the Conference Tf the Government 
want to take the country into their confidence, they must at the earliest 
moment announce the personnel of the Round Table Confeience 

Then, there is another defect in His Exceilenev the Vieeiov’s pro- 
nouncement His Excellency has said that IIis Majestv’s Goveinmenl 
will accept such agreements as are ariived at at the Confeience of the 
British and Indian representatnes This is a step baekwaid, a retro- 
grade step, from the announcement w'hich His Excellency the Vicerov 
made in November last In that announcement His Excellency said that 
the Indian repiesentatives would meet the representatives of His Majestv’s 
Government, but now he has gone behind that, he has receded from that 
position, and he h&s stated that the Indian lepresentatives will have to 
meet not His Majesty’s Government’s representatives alcme but the re- 
presentatives of the British people also It means that the fight of the 
Indian representatives will not only be with the British Go\ eminent 
which, fortunately, is a Labour Government and is favourably disposed 
towards us, but also with the Liberals and the Conservatives With re- 
gard to these latter, they have clearly given expression to their opinion 
that the Simon Report must form the basis of discussion at the Round 
Table (inference Therefore, w^hen the Indian delegation have to meet 
the British representatives, including the Conservati\e and Liberal re- 
presentatives, it will be a very hard job to tackle them His Excellency 
the Viceroy’s announcement does not, again, throw light on this point, 
namely, if there is no agreement what wull happen He onlv says that 
the agreed terms will form the basis for the future constitution of India 
to be framed by the Parliament But if there is no agreement come to, 
w'hat will be the position ? Is it to be decided by a majority of votes, 
or what is going to be done f Tf anything is to jbe decided by a majority 
of votCvS, then Government must invite, must give a larger proportion of 
representation to the Indian representatives because it is their interests 
that are at stake In regard to that also the announcement is not very 
definite So, Sir, Government are bound to clear these defects before 
they invite these members for the Round Table Conference 

I listened to the speech of the Honourable the Leader of the House to 
find out whether he would throw out any gesture of reconciliation. 
Except for reiterating the fact that the civil disobedience movement is 
harmful, which everybody knows, he has not stated anything definitely 
1)5^ way of gesture of reconciliation ^with the Congress people The 
Honourable Member says that the leaders should call off the dis^edienee 
movement before any reconciliation can take place Well, Sir, the country 
has waited for many long years, and it is only as a last resort that Mahatma 
Gandhi has resorted to the civil disobedience movement. It is only after 
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prolonj?ed consideration that he has taken this step and the country and 
the people l)elieve that it is a rif?ht step and they have absolutely no faith 
in the words of the Government So it may not be possible to expect that 
the country wull take up the sup;gestion of the Honourable the Leader of the 
House and call off the civil disobedience movement at once 

Bfr President The Honourable Member has exceeded his time limit 

Mr. T. N. Ramaknshna Reddi I shall now close Government must 
come out with more definite pro])osals and promise that all these political 
prisoners w'lll be released and that the Conjrress ])eople w'lll be invited, if 
they call off the civil disobedience movement Tt is the duty of the Gov- 
ernment, if they at all want to make the Round Table Conference a success, 
to come out with more definite proposals to conciliate the country 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Friday, the 
18th July, 1930. 
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^ met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the 
Clock, Mr President in the (’hair 


(^TTESTKAXS AND ANSWERS 

Pay of Pkeventive Offioebs of the Mapra^ Customs Departmeiit 

291 *Rao Bahadur P T Kumaraswami Chettiyar (1) Will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state 

(a) whether there is an\ dRlerenee between the nature of duties 
perfoimed by the Preventive Officeis on Ks 120 and the 
Assistant Preventive Offieeis on Ks 60 of the Madras Customs 
Department , 

(h) whether the Preventive Officers are required to possess any 
qualifications in any way higher than the Assistant Pre- 
ventive Officers ; 

(c) if the repij" to pint (h) be in the negative, what are the reasons 

for direct recruitment of Preventive Officers on Rs 120 and 
Assistant Preventive Officers on Rs 60 , 

(d) whether Government have any special grounds for maintaining 

these two grades ; and 

(e) w^h ether Government are prepared to inquire and consider 

the question of abolishing the system of direct appointment 
of Preventive Officers on Rs 120 in future ^ 

(2) Is there any communal rotation or rule applied to the Madras 
Customs Service as adhered to by the Madras Government 1 If not, why 
not ? 

The Honourable Sir Qeorge Schuster : (1) (a), (h) and (d) Foim- 
erly there was only one grade of Preventive Officers in Madras In 
1920 the Madras Government drew attention to the facts that with the 
low rates of pay then in force, it was difficult to recruit men with 
the necessary qualifications for the more responsible posts and that 
there was a consequent temptation to dishonesty It was theri'fore 
decided to follow the practice at Bombay and Karachi and to aim at 
recruiting a better class of men on higher pay for the more responsible 
work, while maintaining a reduced number of men on the lower grade 
for the less responsible work It is understood that as a result the 
Collector is now able to recruit men for the higher grade who can be 
employed with more confidence in the more responsible duties. 

(1) (c). Does not arise! 

(1) (a). No. 
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(2) No definite rotation has been prescribed, but following the rule 
adopted by the Government of India the Collector is required to reserve 
one-third of the \acaneies for the redress of communal inequalities 
The strength of the Pre\enti\e Department on 1st October, 1929, was as 


follows 

Europeans 6 

Anglo-Indians 9 

Mussalmans . 8 

Brahmans 7 

Non-Brahmans 18 

Total 48 


Rao Bahadur P. T Kumaraawami Ohettiyar : May I know what 
qualifications are requited for Preventive Officers, — wliat higher quali- 
fications are required for Preventive Officers, what academical qualifi- 
cations are required for Preventive Officers ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I am afraid I have not lieai d 
the Honourable Member's question 

Rao Bahadur P T, Kumaraswami Ohettiyar : May I know what aie 
the academical qualifications required for a Pieventive Officer ? 

Mr President : The Honourable Member wants to know what acade- 
mical cjUfdifications are required m a Preventive Officer 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I find it rather difficult to say 
exactly what the academical qualifications are I presume tlie'v must in- 
clude some knowledge of the general trades concerned, but chiefly, these 
officers must be men of good character — that is the chief lequirement 

Rao Bahadur P T Kumaraswami Ohettiyar * Then do vou find, Sir, 
that among the Assistant Pre\enti\e Officers tlieie are no proper men 
for promotion to Pieventive Officers ? 

Mr President : That is not a question 

Death of Sergeant Wilishire in landing in an Aeroplane at 
Risalpur 

292 *Mr. E F. Sykes : (a) Will Government please state if it is a 
fact, as reported in the Press, that on May 23rd, Sergeant Wiltshire of 
the Royal Air Force, brought an aeroplane forty-five miles from the front 
to Risalpur but w^as killed in the end for want of training m landing ? 

(h) If not, wull Government please say what the actual facts of the 
case were ? 

Mr G M Young : An aircraft, piloted by Flying Officer Stroud, was 
carrjung out a reconnaissance over Mohmand territory, when the pilot 
was hit by a rifle shot from the ground and rendered unconseious. Air- 
ciaftman Wiltshire was the passenger in this machine, which is of a type 
fitted with duplicate controls in the pal^senger's cockpit. He navigated 
the aircraft back to Risalpur, and almost succeeded in effecting a safe 
landing Only those officers and men of the Royal Air Force are trained 
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to fly whose duties require that they should be capable of piloting air- 
craft Aircraftman Wiltshire was a fitter by trade, and airmen of this 
class are not required to pilot aircraft He had, therefore, received no 
instruction m flying, and it was by his exceptional courage and initiative 
that he succeeded in getting the machine back to Risalpur at all 
(Cheers ) 


Amendment of the Child Marriage Restraint Act. 

293 ♦Mr M K Acharya . With reference to Government’s reply 
to my starred question No 656, dated 19th March, 1930, will Government 
be pleased to state 

(a) whether, m view of the considerable feeling against the 
8arda Act all over the country, Government will bring in 
an amendment exempting the purely religious part of Indian 
marriages trom the scope of that Act , or 

(ft) what other relief, in the alternative, do Government propose 
to give to those who are forced to disobey the Act for the 
sake of their religion ? 

Tho Honourable Mr H G Haig (a) and (?;) As promised by 
Sir James Crerar in reply to the Honourable Member’s question No 656 
on the 19th March, 1930, the Government of India have circulated to 
Local Governments for opinion certain Bills for the amendment of the 
Act which have been introduced, or of which notices have been given, 
by Members of this and the other House, including the Honourable Mem- 
ber himself When the replies ol Ijoeal (rOAornments ba\e been leceived 
and the actual operation of the Act for some months has been observed, 
Government will be in a position to define tlieir attitude towards any 
proposals for amendment 

Sir Han Singh Gour • What object do Government think would be 
seived by cii dilating an Act of the Legislature which was only placed 
on ihe Statute-book on the 1st April last, and what experience has the 
})ublic gamed ot the working ot this Act duiing the last thiee months to 
entitle it to give any opinion on the point of the working of the Act ? 

The Honourable Mr. H G. Haig : It is not a question of circulating 
the Act foi opinion, but cii dilating for opinion certain Bills winch were 
intiodiiced in this House oi the other 

Sir Han Singh Gour : Are they not Bills repealing an existing Sta- 
tute which only came into effect on the 1st April last ? 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig : No, Bir They are Bills proposing 
'^ertain amendments m particular provisions of the Act 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Is it not a fact that the Bills that have been 
circulated by the Government are practically Bills which projiose to re- 
peal the so-called Sarda Act oi the Child Marriage Restraint Act 9 

Mr M K Acharya : Is it not a fact, Sir, that the so-called Sarda Act 
is an Act which deser\es to benepealed at once ? 

Reported Insanity op a Prisoner under Solitary Confinement 

294 ♦Mr. Abdul Haye ; (a) lias the attention of Government been 
drawn to the Free Press message, published on page 9 of the Tnhnne, 

a2 
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dated the 6th July, 1930, under the heading Solitary confinement turns 
Kamal Nath Tew an mad 

(h) Is It cl tact that Mi Tew an became insane while suffering soli- 
tary confinement / 

(t ; Js it a fact that no medical relief was afforded to him m conse- 
qaence ot which he grew worse ^ 

((/) What IS the present state of his health 

The Honourable Mr H G. Haig (u) \es. 

(h) No lie has not been in -olitary eonfinemeiit 

(O No 

(d) When last lejioited, his health was hatisiactoiy. He is howe\ei, 
under close anrl constant nmdical observations 

Kepoki of I he Peshawar Inquiry CoMMinEE 

295 ’'‘BUr Abdul Haye : (a) Will Government please state on whal 
date tlie He))ort ot tin Peshawar Inquiry (Hiilaiman) Pommittee was 
submitted to Go^eniment ’ 

(b) Wh\ has the Haul Reiioit not been published so tar ^ 

{() Will Go\ernmerit please lay on the table of the Hoase the sard 
Report ^ 

(d) What action if any, haM* Govei ament t iken on tlie aid Repoit 1 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig : (a) The Repoit w^as received by 
the Govei nment of India on the 19th June 

(h), (r) and (d) It was published on the 7th July together with 
a Resolution of the {TO\ernnient of India thereon wdiieh states the action 
they have taken and propose to take 

Admission of certain Retrenched Clerks to the Clerical Examination 
OF THE Public Service Commission 

296 *Mr Amar Nath Dutt • (a) Ts it a fact that an examination 
will be held this >ear b> tlie Public Sorvuee Commission for the recruitment 
of candidates for the cleneal grades of the Government of India ? 

(bj Tf the answer to part Gi) be in the affiimative, wall Go^erIlmeut 
be pleased to state whether the examination will be for outsiders or for 
depaitmeiital candidates onh" ^ 

(c) If the examination be for departmental candidates only, will 
Go% eminent be ])leased to state whether they propose to allow those depart- 
mental candidates who are eithei age-barred or below the educational 
standard preseiibed to sit for the examination ? 

(d) Ts it a fact that the letremhed men of the Army Canteen Board 
wore given the above concessions 1 

(e) Are Government aware that there are some retrenched candidates 
who have served the Government of India for a considerable period but 
were not permitted to srt at the last depaitmental eXamhiation ? If the 
answer be in the affirmative, do Government propose W make some pro^i- 
sion by which such men mav be nermitted to sit at the next examination ? 
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if) If the answer to part (e) be in the negative, do Ooverfimeiit 
propose to inquire into the number of such candidates and give them the 
same concession as was given to the men ot the Armv (’anteen Board last 
jeai 1 It nol, why not ^ 

The Honourable Mr H. G Haig ; (a) Ye^ 

(5) The examination wnll be an open competitive one 

(c) Does not arise 

(e) and (/) Government are not aware ot anv such cases 

CtAiMS OP Existing Qualified Candidates to Vacancies in the Secreta- 
riat AND Attached Offices 

297 ^Maulvi Sa3ryid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur : (a) Will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state separately the number of candidates who qualified 
themselves for appointment in the Upper, Lower and Third divisions of 
the Government of India Secretariat and its Attached Offices in each of 
the >ears 1922, 1925 and 1926 ^ 

(5) How many of these candidates have not jet been jirovided with 
employment in the Secretariat or, if provided, aie still holding temporary 
and officiating appointments ** 

(c) Do Government piopose to take earlj^ steps to })rovTde these men 
with permanent appointments in the appropriate divisions foi v\lnch they 
are qualified 1 If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Mr H O Haig : The intoimation is being collected 
and will be supplied to the Honourable Member in due course 

Claims of Existing Qualified Candidates lo Vacancies in the Secreta- 
riat AND Attached Offices 

298 ♦Maulvm Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur ; (a) Is it a fact that 
Govetnment have lecentlv issued orders that the first vacancy occurring 
after the 1st April, 19110, in an> of the three divisions of the ministerial 
establishment of the Secretariat and Attached Offices must be thrown open 
to an ‘‘ external candidate ” and must not therefore be permanently filled 
up until the residt of the next Public Service Commission examination is 
known ^ 

[h) Is it also a fact that the term “ external candidate ” as used 
in these orders means those candidates who will qualify in the foithcoming 
examination and excludes those candidates who qualified in pievious 
examinations and still lemaiii to be permanently provided for ^ 

(() If the answeis to parts (u) and (b) are in the affirmative, wid 
the Government be pleased to state why the daims of existing qualified 
candidates who have been serving in temporary and officiating capacities 
for so long have been ignored in favour of the persons wffio are yet to be 
recruited ? 

(d) Do Government propose to modify their orders to the extent 
that the existing qualified candidates who are working to the satisfaction 
the Departments m which they are employed should be given preference 
ind absorbed in permanent vacancies as soon as possible and should not be 
replaced by external candidates unless their work proves unsatisfactory t 
f not, why not ? 
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The Honourable BIr H O Haig ; {a) Yes, unless strong reasons can 
be fell own to the contrary by the Department concerned 

(5) Yes 

(c) and (d) The claims ot the persons m question will not be 
ignored As only a jiercentage of the Aacancies will be leci Lined bv com- 
petitive examination trom exteinal candidates, it is not necessary to 
modify the ordeis in tlie manner suggested 

Claims of Existing Qualified Candidates to Vacancies in the Skcreta- 
BiAT AND Attached Offices 

299 ’^Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur : {a) Will Govern- 
iiient be pleased to state the number of permanent and tetnporary vacancies 
likely to occur in each of the three divisions in the Government of India 
Secietariat and its Attached Offices during the 18 months commencing 
from the 1st April, 1930 ? 

(h) Against these vacancies how many qualified candulates tor the 
respective divisions aie th<‘ie vho have not so tar been piovided with 
permanent appointments ? 

(c) If the number of iiersons mentioned in (h) above is sufficiently 
large, do Government propose to postpone the holding of the next Minis- 
terial S('lection Branch examination until these candidates are absorbed 
111 the vacancies which are likely to occur ? It not, why not ? 

The Honourable Mr H O Haig * in') The information as regards 
peimancnt vacancies likely to occur within the peiiod mentioned is being 
collected from the Aarjous Departments by the Public Service Commis- 
sion It IS not possible to ascertain tlie nunibei of temporary vacancies 

{h) Accurate figures aie not obtainable at present, but these will be 
collected 

(c) No The new recruitment rules provide that a certain propor- 
tion of appointments in the two Tapper Divisions shall bo filled by promo- 
tion of departmental candidates and the remainder by external candi- 
dates 

Recruitment of Muslims to the Government of India Secretariat and 
Attached Offices 

300 *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur : (u) Will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state the total number of requisitions tor assistants 
and elerks belonging to the IMiislira community leceived by the Public 
Scivice Commission from the \arious Departments of the Government of 
India Sccretaiiat and its Attached Offices during the last three years f 
Of these reipiisitions, how many were complied with ^ 

(h } Is it a fact that in a majority of cases the Public Service Commis- 
«ion could not provide Muslim candidates for these vacancies with the 
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result that appointments reherved for the Muslim community had to be 
^Ued up by Non-Muslims 1 

(c ) If so, are Government prepared to ask the Public Service Oom- 
mibsion to consider the possibility of declaring those Muslim candidates 
qualified for the various divisions for which they obtained a sufficiently 
high number of marks m the aggregate lu the Ministerial Selection Branch 
examination, 1929, but failed to secure a fixed percentage in any parti- 
cular subject T 

The Honourable Mr H O Haig {a) and (6; The information is 
being collected and will be siiiiphed to the Ilonoiuable Membei in due 
course 

(c) The question does not arise 

Difference in Treatment betw'een Departmental and Non-Dbpart- 

MENTAL Candidates for Appointments in the Government of India 

Secretariat 

301 *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur : (a) Will Govern 
ment be pleased to state the percentage of qualifying maiks fixed for the 
Upper Division in the late Staff Selection Board examination held m 
1922 1 

(h) Was the ])erceiitage the same in the ease of both departmental 
and noil-departmental candidates ? If not, wh> not ? 

(c) Is it a fact that some departmental candidates who did not 
qualify for the Upper Di^imou in that examination and obtained an aggre- 
gate of less than 200 marks, wvie subsequently dcclaied qualified for that 
Dnision, wdiereas the cases of non-departmental candidates wdio obtained 
200 or even more marks were not considered ’ 

(d) Is it also a fact that most of these non-departmental candidates 
are now employed m the Lowei Dimmoii in the Secietariat or Attached 
Offices 

(cj If so, are Government prepared to ask tlie Public Service Com- 
mission to accord the same treatment in this respect to non-departmental 
candidates as has been meted out to departmental candulates If not, 
why not ? 

(/) Will Government be pleased to state the numbei ot Muslims 
and Non-Muslims affected by the suggestion at (e) above ? 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig * (u) and (h) The examination 
held in 1922 for the Upper Division in the Secretariat was confined to 
departmental candidates It is not the practice to make public the num- 
ber of maiks lequired to qualify in examinations of this nature 

(c) No departmental candidate who obtained less than 200 marks 
at this examination was subsequently declared qualified for the Upper 
Division of the Secretariat There were no non-departmental candidates 

id), (e) and (/) Do not arise 

Appointments in the Office of, the Chief Controller of Stores, Indian 
Storfs Department 

302 *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur : (a) Will Govern- 

ment be pleased to state separately the total number of vacancies of clerks 



664 


LEOISLATtVE ASSEMBLY 


[18th July 1930 


aud Assistants \vhich oecurrcd in the office of the Chief Conti oiler of 
Stores, Indian Stoies Depaitment, during the period 1st April, 1929 
upto date ? 

{!)) IIo^v inan> of these ^aeaIleleb were filled up h} 

(«) qualified candidates, 

(n) unqualified candidates ? 

{(') Of the unqualified candidates mentioned abo\e, how many were 
Muslims and how many Non-Muslims f 

(d) What was the number of (i) Muslim and (n) Non-Muslim un* 
qualified candidates who applied for these vacancies and how many of them 
were selected for each category ? 

The Honoui^ble Sir Joseph Bhoi^ : (a) Assistants — 1 

Clerks — 55 

(b) ii) Assistants — 1 

Clerks — 6 

(li) Assistants — Nil 

Clerks — 49 

(c) Muslims — ]4 

Non-Muslims — 85. 

(d) Recruitment for the clerical staff of the office of the Chief Con- 
troller of Stores is normally made thiongh the Public Service Commis- 
sion, and no register of applications received direct by the Chief 
Controller of Stores from unqualified candidates is maintained It is 
therefore regretted that the information required under the first clause 
of this part is not available 

As legards the second clause the number of unqualified Muslims 
and Non-Muslims selected for each category is given in reply to part (c) 
of the question 

Appointment of Muslims in the Office of the Chief Controller of 
Stores, Indian Stores Department 

303 ’•'^Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur ; (u) Will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state the existing strength of Assistants and clerks 
employed m the office of the Chief Controller of Stores, Indian Stores 
Department ? 

{b) What IS the percentage of Muslims and Non-Muslims employed 
in each category 1 

{c) Is it a fact that the percentage of Muslims has of late been 
decreasing in the Indian Stores Department ? 

(d) If so, do Government propose to take necessary steps to bring 
the percentage of Muslims upto the mark as soon as possible T If not, 
why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : (tt) Assistants — 45 
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{b) JMuslims^AvSsistants — 13^3 per cent 

Olerks — 19 8 per cent 

Non-Muslims — Assistants~86 7 per tent 

Clexk^-— 80^ per cent 

(c) No 

(d) Does not arise. 

Flogging of Prisoners in Plsha\\ar 

304 *BIatilvi Sayyid Murttusa Saheb Bahadur (a) Is it a fact tha\ 
some volunteers of Peshawar who are underproin" impi isonment were 
flogged for haxung been on hunger-strike 

(h ) If so, will Go\ eminent be pleased to state if being on hunger- 
atnke is a crime ? If not, what punishment has been meted out to those 
ifho are responsible for the punishment ? 

The Honourable Mr H O Haig (a) No 

(b) Does not arise. 

Reforms for the North West Frontier Province 

305 ’^'Maulvi Sayyid Mtirtuaa Saheb Bahadur : (a) Is it a fact that 
Ihe people of North West Frontier have been held out an assurance that 
they Will get full-fledged reforms on the same lines as aic being enjoyed 
in other parts of India ? 

(h) If so, will Government be pleased to state what progK'ss lias been 
made between the Chief Commissioner and the Government of India m 
giving effect to the assurance ^ 

Mr S B Howell ' («) It is not clcai what the Honourable Mem- 
ber IS referring to In case lie has in mind the repU gnen by IIis 
Excellency the Vu^eiov to the addiess prc'-ented to him on the 4th June, 
1930, by the deputation of represt ntatives of the Mnslnn zemindars of 
the Punjab, a copy of the reply is laid on the table In ease be is 
alluding to the reply gi\en b\ the Ilonouiable the Claet Commissionei, 
North West Frontier l^iovince, to the address pi evented to Itmi on the 
3rd July, 1930, bv certain prominent residents of the Pro\inoe, a copy 
of the address and of the reply is laid on the table Pinal decision rests 
of course with the British Parliament. 

(h) As stated by His Excellency, a Committee presided over by Sir 
FaEl-i-Huasam has been actively engaged in re-examining the problem 
of reforms for the North West PiTuitier l^ovince in all its bearings, 
and has formulated certain proposals which are now^ under the consider- 
ation of the Local Administration and the Government of India 


^Excellency thi Viceroy's leply to an oiUJress prcsente^l hy a deputation of Muslim 
Zrmiudar^ of the Pmijaii, at Simla, on 4th June, 19d0 

Gentlemen, ^ 

I yety glad to har^? the opportnnit^ of meeting so mnn^ of the leading Muailm 
Zemindars of the Punjab, and I can assure you that I consider it a pleasure, and in 
no way an addition to the labours of what, as >ou sa\, is a busi time for us all, 
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to Mel<*oino 'ovi <!» piiL'ifion here this nfternoon and to be put in possession of your 
vieivs on ni.ittds ol stu h great moment I onh Trtsfi that in }our journey to Simla 
vou find not he( n foned to travel through a Punjab Tune, which I fear must have 
caus(d rnanv ot vou in uncomfortable journev 

The < omleniiutiou \ ou have pronounced on the efforts whudi have recently been 
made to distinb the peace of India echoes uhat is being, generaHv expiessed bj Mus- 
linis, both individiinllv and through meetings and associations, m many different 
paits of the (oiintrv It is a great satisfai tion to have the dear assurance of a 
bod} siK li as voiirs, whuli has, T know, i wide influence on public opinion both within 
and outside tl < Punjab, that \ou aio determined to support Grovernment in their 
task of upholding the luthorit} of tlie law uid to pursue the course of wise men 
towards the de’ elopment of the (ouiitrv on peacetui and constitutional lines I desire,^ 
on bchalt of ni} Government, to acknowledge with the most cordial feelings the ex- 
pression of continued lojnity which } 0 u have been good enough to make this after- 
noon 


You have asked in vour address tliat I should urge upon Hia Majesty’s Govern- 
ment the nccessitv of securing to Provinces a large degree of autonom}, and to India 
equality vvith the Dominions, in the new constitution about to be framed for India 
At the moment my lips are scaled upon such constitutional problems will no doubt 
be fully dealt with m the report which Sir John Simon is on the point of submitting. 
They will also, I doubt not, be one of the mam topics of discussion at the Conference 
to be held m London, at which I shall certaanly hope — m accordance with your de- 
sire — to see the interests for which } 0 u speak adequately represented I often look 

back to the occasion at which most of you, I think, were present, wlien I was privi- 

leged to hold a Durbar — my first in India — in Lahore, and to add nn meed of homage 
to the sacrifices which the Punjab made on behalf of the British' Empire in the stern 
days of the Great War Those sacrifices are not likely to be forgotten, and so long 

as they arc remembered I cannot believe that the Muslima of the Punjab need fear 

that their just claims will pass unrecognised I repeat what I said not long ago in 
a statement vclinh some of you may have read that no settlement of the problem 
which c'ontronts ns can be considered satisfactory that does not carry the consent of^ 
and give a sense of security to, the important minority communities who will have 
to live under the new constitution 

The claim winch you have made this afternoon for adequate representation of 
the Muslim community in the public services is one with which I fully sympathise and 
which I have done, and will continue to do, my best to advance As I have said on 
more than one occasion recently to Muslim deputations, the general policy of the 
Government of India is to adjust any unreasonable preponderance of particular com- 
munities in the public services by taking special steps to admit duly qualified mem- 
bers of other communities We do not propose to depart from that principle, and I 
muv say that the Home Department are now engaged in examining the practical work- 
ing of our jirescMit system to see whether it is yielding fair results This examination, 
as you will lealiso, involves a good deil of statistical research, but the Home De 
partmcTit are proceeding with it as quickly as they can at a time when they are neecB- 
sariL burdcutd with other and grave responsibilities As soon as this material is 
available, riqireseutativos of Government would be very glad to discuss the situation 
With any ropreaeiitativo body of Muslim opinion 

The particular question of the appointment of Muslims to the High Court of 
Lahore is also, as 1 appicciate, one of the greatest concern to you The fixiug of 
any definite proportion of Muslim Judges would, I fear, be a departure from accepted 
principles, but you may be sure that I recognise the force of the representation made 
in your memorial, and that in recommending names for permanent appointments and 
in filling appointments of Additional Judges, the considerations you have advanced 
will not be overlooked 

I have spoken earlier this afternoon of the great traditiofns of service to Govern- 
ment for which the Punjab Muslims are famous, and you may therefore feel assured 
that the question of the admission of Muslims to King’s Commissions in the Army, 
to which vou have referred, is one which will alway^s have my sympathetic interest 
I find on refeicnee to the current Army List tJtat out of 99 Indian King’s Commis- 
sioned ofiicers in the Indian Army 40 art* now Muslims, and I trust that there i» no 
reason to feai that the Muslim community iviU fail to maintain at least the same 
percentage of successes in future entrance examinations as it has in the past. I 
undcivtiiiid tlmt there has been a high proportion of Muslims m the recent batches 
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of Indian tJidets cfttenn^>f Sjiiidluirst, ami i trust that their careers vuli be a credit to 
the Mnie rices from which the\ have Rjiriin^ 

To turn to the otlier iintt< ra lututioiiecl m >our address, f have watched the 
course of lec eut events in Pakst’U' with jiarticular bolu itude, foi I Tin v^ell aware 
that devolojuiu nts in that conntrv ate a sidijc^ t of the closest c oueern to the Muslims 
of India J have not f.ulcal it each st ij^c to keep IIis Alajestv ’s Government apprised 
of the Hc'iitjnients of Indian Mushnia regirdinja: atfairs in Palestine, and I shall be 
careful to coiumunieate to them the views on the subjcHt to which you have givea 
expression today \8 f have said on anothei occasion, t!ie decl.ind policv of His 
Majestv 's Govemmrnt is to secure to ever> section of the population in Palestine 
the duo piotectiou of their rights and intciesta — both religious and secular That is, 
I think, as fan .iiicl explicit a declaration as it is possible to make, and 1 think you 
may have confidence that m Palestine, as elsewhere, His Maiestv’s Government will 
pursue their declared policy, wliatever tiio difficulties which may ippear to beset their 
course As vou have probably seen fioni recent I’ress reports, IIis Mayestv ’s Gov- 
ernment have called for a further dc'tailod examination of the vitally important ques- 
tions affecting land tenures and immigration 

I entirely share the feelings of regret expressed by you with regard to recent un- 
fortunate events in the North West Frontier Province, and I trust that the tranquillity 
of the Province and confidence m Government will sjieedily be restored Two High 
Court Judges are now conducting an enquiry into the disturbances of the 23Td of 
April at Pesli.iwar and the measures taken to deal with them Pending the results of 
that enquiry I would enter a word of caution against the acceptance ni any quarter 
of unvenfiecl reports as to what actually took place, which may turn out to be untrue, 
and the expicssion of opinions winch appear to prejudge the facts With regard to 
the antecedent causes of those disturbances I can assure you that these are engaging 
active attention, and if they' are not included in the terms of reference to the enquiry 
Committee, it is only because it is considered that other methods of arriving at an 
appreciation of tliose causes aie more appropnate Yon may also be ismired that 
no time will be lost, as soon as the t icts aie known, m taking steps to redress any 
administrative giicvimes of the jieojile ot the North West Frontier Province which 
may be disc lo-ed 

\;ou e\]»ie«s the view tint one of the m nii causes underlying unrest in the North 
West Fionliei Province is tiie sense of disappointment felt by the people that their 
legitim it(' political ispii.itions have not been satisfied, and you believe that their 
satisfaction will prove to lie the* touuclaton of staiile and peiceful .idmiinstration 
I am fully convinced of the iniport.ince winch thc‘ people of the Province attach to 
constitutional advance, and realise the desire of vour oommuuitv in general that a 
Province which is predomiiiantlv Muslim should not be denied the means of political 
self expression 

Vou miy be interesteil to know tint on my return from mv resent visit to the 
Province, and before these unfortunate clisturWiices had arisen, 1 risjuestcd Mian 
Sir Fazl i Hubam to examine this c^uestion in order that no time might be lost by 
the Goverumeut of India after receiving the Repoit of the Sbitutorv Comnussion, m 
reaching their own conclusions I uu gl.id to be cble to inform you that ho is now 
presiding over a cunimittee vvlucli is activelv c ng iged in reexamining the problem in 
all its healings You will of course undc'rst.ind th it it is not posmlde to anticipate 
the solution wind) may ultimately be approved bv Parliament But I can assure you 
that so t IT as J and my Governimmt are com corned, when making recommendations 
on tins sublcct to His Majesty Government, the natural claims of the Provnnee in 
the constiti.tioimi field will l>e newed with sviiip.ithy, and I am t.iking steps, to see 
that the i>ec)ph of the Province may liave an opportunity of making <lirc*ct representa 
tion of their views it the fcirthcoming Conference in London 

I have, I thuik, touched on ill the points which you have been good enough to 
bring to mv notice, ind it only remains for rae to thunk you again for coming here 
today and foi vour reassuruine, which 1 most highly value, that the loyalty of the 
great ccnnmuiiity for whuJi you speak remains uushakeu We are passing through 
anxious times, and have seen the d image wrought to India by a policy which is tno 
negation of all progress and constructidu It has been a source of deep gratification 
to me and to my Government to know th it the Muslim community, with few excep 
tions h.ave been wise and statesmanlike enough to appreciate the dangers of such acti- 
vities and by keeping sternly aloof from them they have acted m the true mteresta 
of their own eommuidty and of India, 
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I have aecii it that m the face of the piesent troubles the Government 

have .illoutd tlair desire to find means of meeting Indian aspirations to be buried 
iiiidei a riithUsH (ktermia ition to seeiire \ictory over those nho are responsible for 
the present Civil Disobedience movement Nothing could be further from the truth, 
for it leiii I ins iiiv fixed lesohe to do all thit is in mi power to gne effect to the words 
wliidi J ueul on November 1st, last year 

But ( onsTitutiomil advance, in the true sense of a change which will be beneficial 
to India depehds at this stage upon two conditions first, on co operation based upon 
mutual trust between tlic Indian and the British peoples , and secondly, the mam* 
tennnce oi the authority of constituted Goreiument It is because the present Civil 
Disobedience novement reyiresents a negation of both these conditions that it must 
be the iin]KMativi* duty of mv Government to oppose it 

But wliilf recognising this iiecessitv it remains my earnest desire to promote gen 
erouH constitutional idvaiue, and if those Indians who, like voursehes, are prepared 
to join with mv Gov'ernmeiit iii this endeavour, tan also find menus of persumling 
voi.r ccuntivmen of whatever creed to 10111 you m this cooperation, then your efforts 
will be of I rue scivu-e to vour country 

I .im not withoit hope that it mav be poH8i,ble to settle the future constitution 
of India, as 1 and mv Government, and Hia Majest) ’a Government, have alwavs 
hopes that it would be settled, by ag^t'^^ment between the various paities and interests 
lu India on tlu* one hand, and llis Majesty ’s Govornment on the other But if these 
hopes are to be lealised, it will be necessary that those wlio have embarked on the 
Civil Disobedience movement should discard the ideas of force and coercion which 
underlie it and be prepared once again to adopt the methods of argument and reason 
In such hnppiei circumstances it would be possible for all those who wish India well 
to collaboiate m finding a solution of her problems by which all commmutios might 
se< iirely and freely give of their best m India’s service 


Adihcss i^usrnfcd to the Chief Commi<tsio)ie) , North West Frontier Pioiinc^, by ceitatn 
Prominent Residents of the Province 

To Thf Hov’blf Mr 8 E Pe\rs, CSI, C I TC , ICS, ftc , 

Chief Commisaionei , North 71 est Frontier Province 


Ma) it please Your Honour, 

We the undersigned residents of the N W F P are here to accord vou our 
hearty welcome on vour taking over charge of this Provmce, and we express the hope 
that join Jong association with this Provmce and valuable experience of an advanced 
State in Tiidin like Mysore will prove beneficial to the interests of this Provmce The 
iiiifortun.ite events ot the' last two months did not admit of the usual formal welcome 
function, they being such that tlie memory of the same will linger foi some itme to 
come 111 the memories of the present generation This we believe has made vour 
task moie difluiilt than it would have been under normal cm'umstanc es This, how 
over, IS not the' oca^asioii to go into these matters Representations relating to this 
enbiect will be imido separatelv 

8ir, 2d vears ago, the Mintp Morlej Reforms were introduced m the Punjab and 
pa its of India, but not m this Provmce Ever since then, this Province has been 
suffering fiom a feeling ot very great disappointment Our sense of despair has been 
glowing more and moio acute, and has now culminated m grave discontent, since the 
pubhcuiioii of tlu 8imon Report We realise that the matter of Reforms is one, the 
decision ot which lies chiefly in the hands of His Majesty’s Government at Home, sub- 
ject to the approval of the British Parliament, but recommendations on the subject 
are in \uur liands and in those of the Government of India, and it is for this reason 
that the demand for putting this Provmce on a footing of equably with the rest of 
India has been made from tune to time We beg to assure you, Sir, that feeling on 
the subject is and has alwavs been very strong. 

There are, however, certain matters which, under the existing law, could have been 
taken up bj the Local Government years ag^ for the better administration of the 
Province It is, therefore, requested that in order to restore confidence, immediate 
notion 1 elating to these matters be taken up without any further delaj 

( 0 ) liOcnl Self Government 

Disf^^uT Boards and Municipalities be rec oustituted nnd substantial elected ele- 
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(&) Tho Puuj.il) Pancha^at \tt be npphe<l to this Province 

(f) TIhi scope of the aotnities of the beHefieient dep irtnients—Ediu .itioii, Public 
Health, Medual, Cooperation, Agriculturnl, Vetermar^, be enlarged , and, m general, 
uplift \\Oik — in1elloctu.ll, nior il and eionomn — bo seiiousU tnlcen up and raised to- 
a standard i . pre\ nls in the neighbouring PiOMiice of the Puupib 

(cl) \Vi believe that Land Revtmie, water rates, and Local rates are heavier here 
than those in the Punjab Tt la neiessarv that a general ihsufanie be given that 
the Pull} lb Standaids will not be exiteded here in this lespect 

(( ) The leient land issessmeiit of the Peshawar District is veiv harsh It is 
desii ibh' that the assessniont reientlv made be revised in accordance with the spirit 
ot the Land Povenue Amendment Att Jd, of the Puuj.ib is soon as ])ossible It is 
also lequcstcd th it the enforcement o1 the \(t to this Provim e it .in early date be 
eon-ulcrt d 

u wi Iso tike tlie op])oitnnitv to emphasise that the associ.ition of the people 
with the adniinisti ition is highly desirable There are widt spioad <umpliiiit8 as 
legaids (onujifion, ni<l ofti< leiu \ of administration is not geiu ralh belnwed to bo 
high, and d is submitted tli it suitable k tion be t iken in tins lonhmtioii 

We beg to imphasise the need .ind impoitance of (xjiediting .ution in the above 
mentioned in itlert; 

Coi slitution il igitition is the method on wlinh we rely, and dcliailce of law is 
not the eou’se which vee pursue or approve of We feel that our Piovmce cannot 
flournh, or .idcancc, unless it be through the cooperation of tJie Goveinnuiit and the 
people, both c . 01 king in a sjiirit of mutu.il lontideme 

In ( c>ii< lu^ioii, vve beg to express oui gratitude to }0U for gmiig us this oppor 
tumt} of 1 u mg our luws bctoie ^ou, which we Jiope will receive >our most sympa 
thctic ( onsioei.ition <ind support 

We beg to subscribe, 8ir, 

Your most obedient servants 


of tin m( mbcm of the Deputation whuh waited on tin Chief CommiHHionery N, W 
F P on the Srd of July, 19W 

1 N iw lb 8ir 8ahib7ada Abdul Qaiyuin Kh.ni of Topi 

2 S.iidir Sahib Sent Smgh 

3 S K rpal Singh, Municipal Conimissionei, Peshawar 

4 Lieutcii.int Z.ikaria Khaii of Nowshera 

0 Khan Abdul Latif Khan, Or.akzai, Pleader, Peshawar 
(3 Lieutenant Taj Md Khan, MBE, Jagirdar of Dangarzai 

7 Pensioneci Inspector Mohd Akrani Khai> of Dangarfe:ai 

8 Koei Illihi Khan, Pleadei, Peshawar 

0 K ,S Lain Ibim Nath, Lambha, Municipal Comnussioner, Pesh.iwar City 

10 Lil.i Wa/ir Chaud of Messis Moolchaiid .ind Sons, Peshawar 

11 P.inciit Bhagat Riim, BA, Head Master, National High School, Peshawar 

12 Aib.ib Patch Md Khan, Khalil, Tehkalbal, Phvader, Posh iw ir 

13 S S N inn].iii Singh, Landlord and house proprietor, Pcsh.awar City 

14 b Md Auiangzeb, Reis, Kul.ichi, Vakil, Peshawar 

15 Khan Md Ibrahim Khin, Reis, Clrtna, Chbrsftdda, Vakil, Peshawar 

16 Syed Ah Nakx Ruvi, Peslinwaf 

17. I^ala Plieru Mai Kapoor, Municipal Cdmnussionler, Peshawar City (Elected)' 

18 Khan Nassarullah Khan, Orakzai, Jagifdar Bhanamarl 

19 Sheikh Abdul A!i, Reis, Sheiklian 

*’0 Khan B Muquddar Khan, Pensirtied, D P 0 of Sheikhan 
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21 K U RisaMar Md Akratn Khan, OBE, IDSM, Mathra 

22 2nd Lt K S Md Yakub Khan, Reis, Hoti 

23 K H Afd Asian) Khan, Bara Khankhel, Mardan 

24 Md Aslan) Khan, Reis, Hot) 

25 Khan Abdul Gaffur Khan, Bar at Law, Peshawar, Reis Parang 

26 All Shah, Elected Municipal ConiimssioneT, Peshawar City 

27 Hh Abdullah Khan, Zemindar, Sheikhaii 

28 M Mahmud Jhan, Contractor, Peshawar Citj 

29 R B K Irani Chand, OBE, Reis and Municipal Commissioner, Peshawar 

30 Mr Ilukain Chand, B A , Bar at Law, Peshawar 
>31 M Abdul Aziz, Bar 'Ut Law 

32 Lieutenant Taj Md Khan of Ismaila, Mardan 

33 Lieutennut Bahadur Shor Khun of Mullazai. 

34 H Ai)u/ Hussain, Municipal Commissioner, Peshawar City 

35 Nauab Sir Arbab Dot Md Khan of T ihkalbal.i 

36 Nncab Haundullih Kh m of Toru 

37 K B M.iulvi Ghul (in Hasan Khan, V President, Peshawar Municipal Com 

inittee 

38 K B Sufuraz Khau of ('hamkiuu 

30 Arbab \fridi Khan, lagirdar of Tahkalbala 

40 L Kisheii (hand, Honorari Magistrite, Peshav\ar 

11 f{ L Sli.inkni Das Khantia, Peshawar 

42 \tbil) 3clina/klun, Khalil, Reis, Tahkilbah 

43 \ lb ill Shcr Af/al Khan, Reis, Tihkalbili 

44 A»bi>) Slier Akbar Kh m, Reis, Tahkalbala 

4") \ ill lb Slur Has in Kh in, Reis, Tihkalbili 

46 Slid IT Nannian Singh Bedi, B \, Hoad Master, Saiiathan Dh irma High 

S( liool, Miini<ij)<il (’oniinisMoner, I’eshawar City 

47 Zaild tr Md Asl irn Khan of Hariuna 

4M Kli in Nbiiul R ihman Klim of Tarnab, (’harsadda 
4'> (’t|>1 A iw lb Md Akbar Khan, Re’s, Hoti 

TO Mil \ umis, BA, TjIj f) , hba Municipal Commissioner, I'eslniwar City 
~)1 Mu/ I Mtiullah Jan, BA LL B , Eiec Murucij>il Commissioner, Peshawar 

52 K r> Midiil GafTour Khan, Reis, Z4iida 

53 W Capl Hisamnddin, Reis Peshawar 

54 \\ Vbdul Raoof Khau, Sudozai, Jagirdar, Peshawar 


Jicply by tut lliv'blc the Chief Commntume) and Agent to the Goxcinor General, 
JSorthUest Fioniiet Province 

(1) GentlciJiin, i am very glad to lueet jou, and I think vou for jour welcome 
and for \oiir good wishes I appreciate the self restraint which vou have displayed 
111 dwelling upon certain unhappy mcideuts m the recent history of the Province, and 
as m duty bouiu^ 1 will inciuire into unj couiplaints which may be brought to my 
notice Such complaints will form the subjeef of fiiR and impartial investigation at 
the hands of Goveriimept 

(2) In the matter of Reforms, I can assure jou of mj sympathy and jou can 
count upon iu\ giving the matter very careful consideration before I formulate my 
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news an tht* Bubicct m the near future You ma\ be aure that I will try to do 
U1 I can for tlio Prannce as a whole 

(3\ I have considered vtit tarefullv the matters whuh vou have mentioned m 
coiine«'tJOU witli which jou ask for ictiou under the existing constitution, aud I have 
orjived at the following touclusions 

(a) Locdi Self Government — I am prepared to reionstitute the District Boards 

and Municipalities and to introdme an elected element m both De- 
tail of this scheme will be worked out and early steps taken to give 
#fCec* to this decision As regards Panchayats, a Committee wrill be 
constituted to ex imine the matter and make a report 

(h) Aitirittes of the Beneficunt Departments — 1 am glad to be in a position, 
after consulting the Government of India, to announce that it will be 
nu object to secure to the Province as regards these Departments the 
sa'me stands rds of idimnistration as obtain in the frontier Districts of 
the Punjab, and our proposals for next year will be tramed on that 
basis 

(c) As to financial burdens, I have no hesitation in giving >ou the assurance 

that Land Revenue, water rates and local rates in the Frontier Province 
will not be, on the whole, higher than those obtaining in the Punjab, 
and that the reassessment pioposals of the Peshaw’ar District will be re 
examined in the light of the new Punjab Land Revenue Amendment Act 

(d) I viekonie voui desire to be associated with the admmistr ition by way of 

Advisorv Committees, and vour desire that corruption be stumped out or 
subst intialh reduced Inquiries into these suggestions will be dulj made 
and suitable ac tion taken 

fe) it IS a matter of satisfaction to me to liave your assurance that >011 do not 
a]a)iove of defiance* ot law .ind that jou pm vour faith to constitutional 
methods onh For an part, I assure vou th et I look with svmpathv on 
tlie natural it8])iratious of the people to ndvane'c intellectuulh , eeoiiomi 
callv and politic all > , that ill representations on the subject will re 
ccivc mv careful consideration, aud .ill reasonable lequcsts nul^ count 
upon m\ svmpatiiv uid support 

(/) The* 1 isk befoic* us, the Government .is well .is the ])eopU , is a great and 
noble om It is me c inust dc i.ire to see the Province prosperous, con 
tented and progressive, and with vour cooperation I am confident that 
imic'h can )>e done to secure the best results 

Unqualified Clerks in the Army Department 

306. 'Mr Abdul Qadir Siddiqi . (a) Will Government please state 
the number of the iion-permanent cleiks in the ofiiees under the Establish- 
ment Officei of the Aim> Department, who do not possess the educational 
standaid lequiied by the Public Service Commission, le, have not passed 
the Matriculation or any similar examination ? 

(b) Is it a fact that these clerks wcie emiiloyed by the Establishment 
Officer in preference to those possessing the necessaiy qualifications and 
h<ive not been replaced ? Is it possible to make them permanent ? 

(c) Is it a fact that qualified candidates were available at the time 
these clerks were selected and that such candidates are still available on 
the list retained by the Establishment Officer 1 

(d) Have Government considered the question of the advisability of 
replacing the non-q,ualified men by those who can ultimately take the com- 
petitive examination of the Public Service Commission and hav'e a reason- 
able chance of permanency ? 

Mr 0. M Young* , (a) 23 

(&), (c) and (4). None of these 23 are eligible for permanent posts 
They are only employed until such time as peisons who have duly passed 
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tile Public Service Coinmissiou examination are available toi permanent 
api)Oiiitments Some candidates possessing the educational qualifications 
required by the Public Service Pommission no doubt were, and are still, 
available hut, tor these temporary appointments, special qualification'^, 
su(h !is t> jjevv iitmg, aie often ot moic value than a Matiuiilation certi- 
ficate Out of a total of 119 persons holding tenipoiaij cleiical posts ai 
Arinj IIead<tuaiters, 06 aie aheadv ( 4 iidlifi<^d to take the eompetitne 
examination, and only tlie 21 alread} mentioned aie uncjualified 

Transfer ro Divisional OtucLs or Clerks and AucouNiANrs in Military 
Accountant Gfnerai/s Office 

307 ^Mr, Amar Nath Dutt .* {a) Js it a fact that of late the Militaiy 
A('coiintant (Icner.d has intioduced the system oi tiansteriing the 
miuisteiial staff ot his office to fia off Divisional Ofiices suboulinate to him 
and ihat unchu this s}stem no (*leik or aecoiintani is to be entm lamed ui 
the head office at Simla oi Delhi for moie than five years ? Is it also a 
fact that snue the creation ot the Mihtarv^ Accountant Gem'ral - ottice 
manj^ years <igo, no clerk oi accountant has ibebii tiansferied clsevvheie 
except on promotion and that the men passed the whole tenure of their 
,ii)pointiiicrits in ore* and ilie s<im(* offict‘ vvhereiiom they ultimately retired ? 

ih) What IS the amount spent so tar in connection with the travelling 
and other allowances that have been paid to cleiks and accountants trans- 
feiied and men lecruited m then, places from the Divisional Offices 1 Do 
Government propose to inquire ot the Miiitaiy Accountant General it any 
such expenditure was ever ineuired in any of his predecessors’ times and, 
if the leplv to the queiv i> in llie negative, what is the pistiticaf ion for 
.ncurniig this new expenditure ? 

(c) Is it a fact that there is no such system of transfer of the 
ministeiial staff in existence in the Auditor General’s office ? If so, why 
aie the clerks and aeeountaiits of the Military Accountant Generars office 
transfericd to subordinate offices after the men concerned have put in five 
years’ service ] 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster * (a) The mfoimatioii on wlucli 
the Honourable Member has evideiilly^ based his question is not quite 
correct The facts aie briefly as follows The Accountants and clerks of 
the Militaiv Accounts Department are borne on a general rostei for all- 
India and aie liable to seive in any Military Accounts Office and also to be 
sent on field service^ Even in the past men transferred to the Office of the* 
Militaiy Accountant Geneial could be, and on occasions w^ere, retransferied 
to other offices Theie was, however, a tendency for men transfer! ed to 
the Ileadquaiters Office to remain there more or less peimaiieutD 
1926 the then ^Military Accountant General represented that this practice 
v\as not conducive either to the efficiency of the Department or to the general 
contentment of the personnel The Government of India, accepting his 
views, issued ordervS m September of that year thAt ih the interests of the 
efficiencj of the office Accountants and clerks who had been serving there 
for five vears or more or who might do in future should, at the discre- 
tion of the Military Accountant General, be gradually transferred to the 
District Controllers’ Offices, the men so transferred being replaced in the 
Headquarters Office by specially selected individuals from the Controller?’ 
Offices As a result of the carrying out of these Orders by the Military 
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Accountant General and his succebsors transfers m recent years have 
naturally been more frequent than in the past 

- (&)rThe eirpenditure since 1st April, 19^, on travelling and other 
allowances in connection with these transfers is estimated at approxi- 
mately Rs 15,000 As I have already stated, transfers were possible, and 
were occasionally made, even before the orders of 1926 The more fre- 
quent transfers m recent years have naturally resulted in increased 
expenditure on liavelling allowances , but these wiU fall below the 
present level when the preliminary moves ot the old incumbents* have 
been completed As regards the final suggestion m this part of the ques- 
tion, I would merely point out that this expenditure has been incurred 
by the Military Accountant General in carrying out the orders of Gov- 
ernment 

(c) The answer to the first question m this part is in the affirmative 
The two cases, however, are not parallel Unlike the ministerial staff of 
the Auditor General’s Office, the Accountants and clerks ot the Mibtary 
Accounts Department are, as I have already stated, borne on a general 
roster for all India and are liable to serve in any Military Accounts 
Office As regards the second question, a regular inter-change of 
personnel is considered desirable m the interests of efficiency, as it was 
found that as a result of long employment in the Headcjuarters Office there 
was a tendency for Accountants and clerks to lose touch with the prkctical 
work of an audit office In view of the changes that occur m the rules, 
regulations and accounting procedure it is considered essential in the 
interests of efficiency that transfers should be effected so that the staff ot 
the Ileadquaiters Office may consist of men who have an up-to-date and 
piactical knowledge of the ivork m the subordinate offices A further point 
IS that the posts in the Headquarters Office are the prize posts of the 
Department and from the point of view of general contentment it is not 
desirable that these posts should be the perquisites of a few individuals 
throughout their ser\ice. 

Memorial from the Clerical Staff of the Office of the Director 
General of Posts and Telegraphs. 

308. '^Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Is it a fact that the clerical staff 
of the office of the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs, submitted an 
identical memorial to the Secretary of State for India praying for the 
improvement in their pay and prospects during recent years ? 

(6) If so, will Government be pleased to say what action has been 
taken on the same f 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore . (a) Yes, in 1928 

(6) The memorials were withheld by the Government of India tmder 
the Rules regarding the submission of memorials to the Secretary of State 
for India, on the ground that th<fy were all appeal against an order of the 
Government of India refusing to grant a concession not lelaimafole tmder 
any law or rule t may, however, ^add that the pay of the clerical staff of 
the Director General’s Office has recently been improved 

Dr. H£bd : ^^y I venture to ask, Sir, whether it is not a fact 
that the ^ary of th^ ^tablfshment alluded to in question No 308 i# really 

LlOCPBi^LA) 
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less when compared with the salary of the clerks in othor offices who ar© 
of a similar status ? 

The Honourable 8ir Joseph Bhore : I must have notice of that ques- 
tion, Sir 

Reduction oe Staef the OincE of the Director General of Posts and 

Teleobaphs 

309. *Mr. Amar Na^i Dutt : (a) Is rt a fact that as a result of the 
siibordifiate staff of the office of the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs, 
having submitted an identical petition to the Secretary of State for India, 
it was considered necessary to have the method of working of that office 
examined by Mr J P Ganguli with a view to effect reduction of the 
subordinate staff of that office ? 

(b) Was it proposed by Mr Ganguh to effect reduction after reducing 
the work of that office ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement show- 
ing item by item the reduction of the work m the Director General’s office 
effected ? 

(d) Was a proportionate reduction made m the gazetted staff of 
officers of that office ? If not, why not ? 

Mr. H A Sams (a) The fact is not as stated by the Honourable 
Member 

(/;) No 

(c) and (d) Do not arise in view of the reply to (h) above 

Pay of the Subordinate Staff of the Office of the Director General 
OF Posts and Telegraphs 

310 *Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Are Government aware that the 
revision m the scales of pay sanctioned by Government for the subordinate 
staff of the office of the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs, during the 
current year haa the effect of raising the minimum and malimum of the 
two scales for the benefit of the future incumbents only f 

(b) Are Government aware that none of the subordinate staff of that 
office who have already rendered services ranging from twenty to thirty 
years can expect any monetary benefit by the revision or expect to get the 
facility of reaching the maximum of his scale even at the time of his retire- 
ment ? 

(c) Is it a, fact that the usual incremental rates of the clerks have been 
reduced in the revision recently sanctioned t 

The Honourable ilir Bhore ; (a) and (Ifh The 

the negrative 

'(c) Yes, in the case of tfee dweion. ^ 

Pay of the Subordinate Stabt* Piekctob CteNEEAL 
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(b) Is it a fact that out of that saving an improvement of pay and 
prospects for the Postmasters General and officers of similar status has 
been made with effect from March, 1930, t e , before the modification of 
Fundamental Buie 22 f 

(c) Is it a fact that as a result of having the new scales of pay for the 
subordinate staff of that office sanctioned with effect from the 1st April, 
1930, the staff will be deprived of the benefit of that rule before the modifi- 
cation made with effect from that date ? If so, will Government be pleased 
to say 

(t) what IS the justification for their making this distinction by 
giving the benefit of the Fundamental Rule 22 to the officers 
on higher salaries and depriving the subordinate staff of the 
Director General's office of the same benefit , and 

{%%) whether the subordinate staff of the Director General's office 
have recently submitted petitions to the Honourable Member 
in charge of the Department praying for the grant of the 
benefit of the old Fundamental Rule 22 Y If so, what orders 
have been passed on their petitions ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore {a) The reductions that it has 
recently been decided to make in the strength of the subordinate htaff of 
the Office of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs are being 
effected' gradually and the full saving will only be leahsed after a period 
of a year or two 

(5) It is a fact that an improvement of the pay and prospects of the 
Postmaster-General and officers of similar status has been given effect to 
fion> the 1st Maich, 1930 There is no connexion, however, between this 
measure and the saving referred to m part (a) of the question 

ic) (♦) As the modifications of Fundamental Rule 22 were sanc- 
tioned from the 18th of March, 1930, the introduction of the new scales of 
pay for the subordinate staff of the Director-General's Office which came 
into force from the 1st of April, 1930, will be governed by the new rule 
It may be expliained that the date of revision of Fundamental Rule 22 was 
fixed by the Secretary ot State for India without reference to the Govern- 
ment of India and some time after the decision to introduce the revised 
scales of pay for these subordinates, with effect from the 1st of April, 1930, 
was arrived at No question, therefore, of any distinction arises in this, 
matter 

{%%) Government understand that petitions have been received by the 
Director-General from the subordinate staff of his office praying for the 
grant of the benefit of the old Fundamental Rule 22 in respect of their 
transfer to the new scales of pay On receipt of the petitions from that 
office!* with his remarks they will be duly considered by Government. 

Pay of the Subordinate Staff of the Office op the Director General 
OF Posts and Telegraphs. 

312. AniRr KaUl Dlitt f (a) Are Gnvarnment aware of the fact 
that th« Ataff of the office of the Director Qeneral, Posts and 

whpw annnal increment of .psy is Es^ 6 at present ^ho 
were granted personal pay of Rs. 40 on being transferred to will 

still be getting the fixed amount of emolument they are now drawing for 

b2 
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at least three year^ moie nhethei there is revision or no revision in their 
scales of pay ? 

(b) Is It a fact that they have to pay as house rent, etc , in Delhi of an 
approximate amount of Rs 25 to 30 per month for occupying Government 
quarters ? 

(c) What amount of net pay, after this deduction, are those officials 
on a total emolument of Rs 158 drawing per month for their expenses to 
live upon with their families t 

(d) What net amount will such officials draw if they are in the 23rd 
year of their service or less, at the time of their retirement at this rate at 
55 years of age t 

(e) What steps have been taken by Government to allow such officials 
to reach the maximum of the revised scale of their pay at the time of their 
retirement ? 

(f) What steps have been proposed to be taken by Government to 
enable such officials to draw a pension of Rs 150 per month after retire- 
ment ? If nothing has been done, do Government propose to take steps 
now when giving effect to the revised scales of pay which has not been 
gnen effect to as yet ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore . (a) and (h) If by “ subordinate 
staff ’’ the Honourable Member is referring to the clerical staff, the facts 
avS stated by him are substantially correct 

(c) The net pay will vary according to the actual deductions made, 
but generalljy speaking will be about Rs 130 per month 

(d) The information is not readily available and Government do not 
consider that the time and labour involved in w^orking out the figures would 
be justified by the value of the result 

(e) None 

(/) None, nor in revising the scale of pay of a cadre is it the practice 
to take any special steps to insure that the existing staff shall all reach the 
maximum of the revised scale before retirement 


TJNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Appointment of Sikhs in the Posts and Telegraphs Accounts Offices. 

138 Sardar Gulab Singh : (a) Are Government aware that the Sikhs 
are not represented m sufficient numbers in the Posts and Telegraphs 
Accounts offices ? 

(b) Will Government please state the number of Sikhs employed in 
the office of the Deputy Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs, Delhi, 
in the “ A B and “ C ” classes, respectively ? 

(c) Will Government please state how many Sikhs have been pro- 

moted from “ C class to “ B and from ** B V to A class during 
the period from 1926 to 1930 ^ If i suMcient number of l^ikh^ have not 
lieen given promotions, are Government prepared to take steps to give 
the promotions to Sikhs proportionately, and thus remove the grievwnees 
of the Sikhs ? ' 
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(a) Art Government prepared to recruit some more Sikhs in the 
office of the Deputy Accountant General^ Posts and Telegraphs, Delhi, and 
other Posts and Telegraphs Accounts Offices it the existing number ot 
Sikhs employed is insufficient ? 

(e) Is it a fact that orders weie passed by an Accountant General, 
Posts and Telegraphs, once that no local man should be appointed as 
l^iupervisor of Records in the office of the Deputy Accountant General, 
Posts and Telegraphs, Delhi ? If so, is the present incumbent a local man ? 
If so, why has he been appointed superseding other senior men as Super- 
visor of Records in contravention of the abo\e orders ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Enquiry is being made and a 
reply will be sent to the Honourable Member as soon as possible 

SHooTiNa Accident in Peshawar 

139 Sardar Gulab Singh : (a) Is it a fact that the Chief Commis- 
sioner, North West Frontier Province, Peshawar, had alter the shooting 
tragedy (resulting in the death of the son and daughter ot 8ardar Ganga 
Singh and severe injuries sustained by his wife) previous to the foimal 
inquiry, declared the shooting as accidental, and it so, why did he do so, 
when it was also announced by him that a formal inquiry was to take place 
in this connection ? 

(b) Is It a fact that the Chief Commissioner had announced that 
Sardar Ganga Singh was to be compensated, and if so, was he offeied 
anything m cash or kind, and if so, how much ? Did Sardar Ganga 
Singh accept or refuse the offer, and w’hat were the reasons for his so 
aoing f 

The Honourable Mr H G Haig ' (a) and (b) The Honourable 
Member is referred to the reply given to Mr S C Mitra’s question No 94 
on the 15th July, 1930, from which it will be seen that this most regrettable 
incident was the i esult of a pure accident 

The Chief Commissioner on receiving the first report that the children 
had been killed accidentally did not consider it necessary to awad the 
results of a formal enquiry before expressing his deep ooncern at the 
tragedy and his heart-felt sympathy with the father of the children 

(c) The Chief Commissioner promised that everything possible would 
be done to make amends for the accident No compensation was specified 

Demolition of a Temple in Hissar 

140 Rai Bahadur Lala Panna Lai : (1) Will Government please 
state if it is a fact that a mound known as Agroha Theh in District Hissar, 
Tehsil Fatehabad, was declared as a monument under Monuments Act VH 
of 1904 t 

(2) Is it a fact that there existed on the mound a number of ^nhes 

and four temples ? • 

(3) Is it a fact that one of the temples was rcpaitcd with the per- 
mission of the D^uty Commissioner, Hi^r, granted to Pandit Brahma 
Nand on 2nd October, 1927 ? 
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(4) Is It a fact that subsequently the permission was withdrawn by 
tlie Deputy Commissioner and tiie temple was removed without giving any 
reason for that f 

(5) Are Government aware that tattes and temples are saered relics 
ol Aggarnuil and religious rites are being performed twice a year on tlie 
moiniA ^ 

(6) If so, will Government plea.se state the reasons for demolishing 
the temple and are they prepared to take necessary action to lestore it ? 
If not, why not ? 

Mr G S Bajpai ; (1) Yes 

(2; Pr’oi to th(‘ declaration ot the mound as a protected monunK'nt 
under the Ancient Monuments Pi enervation Act, 1904, onlv one Mn^hi vas 
in existence 

(3) and (4) Peimission to repair a temple was granted hv the Deputy 
CommissioncT , Ilissar, to Pandit Brahma Nand, but as it was disco\eied 
that the Pandit was building new structures undei the pretext ot re])aiiinf» 
the temph‘ he was ordered not to do so , but the temple which w^as onlx 
an enclosure about four feet high, was not removed 

(5) Yes 

(G) Does not arise, as no temple or other stiucture has been demolished 

MOTIDN FOR ADJOURNMENT 
Dacoity in Akikhpitka Town 

Mr President : At JO-GO this mornincr I received a notice of a 
motion for adjournment from the Honourable Dr Nand Lai This 
notice of adjournment motion refcis to a dacoity in Akbarpura towm 
at 5-30 PM, on the 22nd of June, 3930 The motion covers thiee pages 
and there was hardly any time for me to have it typed and send a 
copy of it to the Honourable the Home Member I have no hesitation 
m saying that the manner in which this motion for adjournment has 
been handed to me is tantamount to an abuse of the power and right 
of moving motions for adjournment I have also no hesitation in say- 
ing that the matter to which this motion refers is neither a matter of 
public importance, nor a matter of urgency, nor does it refer to any 
matter of recent occurrence The dacoity, which is the subject of the 
motion for adjournment, was committed on the 22nd of June, 1930, 
according to the statement of the Honourable Member himself, and 
the Assembly had been sitting since the 7th of July, 1930 The Honour- 
able Member, therefore, had ample opportunity of moving this motion 
much earlier than this 

Dr Hand IaI (West Punjab Non-Muhammadan) On a point of 
order, may I ..... 

Mr. President : Order, order There is no point of order when the 
President is addressing the House. 

Dr Nand Lai : Very good, Sir. 

Mr Presidei^ : I hare already Inlljr and oleirly ^stated the prin- 
ciples About the ihoving of the for adjournment in my two 
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previous rulings on motions for adjournment and I need not repeat the 
same arguments again. I declare this, motion out of order. 

Dr. Nand Lai . May I approach you, Sir, with my explanation ? 
Can I approach you with my submission f 

Mr. President . Order, order No 

Mr Muhammad Yanun Khan (United Provinces Nomina u^d Non- 
Offlcial) Can there be an\ suggestion after the President 1ms gnen 
his ruling '? 


MESSAGE PROM THE COUNCIL OF STATE 

Secretary of the Assembly . Sir, the following message has been 
received from the Secretary of the Couiieil of State 

I am direotod to inform you that the Council of State has, at its meeting held 
on the 17th July, 1930, agreed ivithout any amendments to the following Bills which 
were passed by the Legislative Assembly at its meeting hedd on the 14th July, 1980, 
namely 

1 A Bill to provido for the creation, of a fund for the improvement and deve 

lopmeut of the cultivation, maniifacture and markotmg of Indian lac , 

2 A Bill further to amend the Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881, for a certain 

purpose , 

3 A Bill to imend the Indian Forest Act, 1927, for a certain purpose , 

4 A Bill further to amend the Indian Telegraph Act, 1885, for a certain pur- 

pose , 

5 A Bill further to amend the Bombay Civil Courts Act, 1869, for a certain 

purpose , and 

6 A Bill further to amend the Benares Hindu University Act, 1915, for eer 

tam purposes " 


RESOLUTION RJS TERMINATION OF THE CONTRACT OF Tlifi 
ASSAM BENGAL RAILWAY 

Mr President * The House will now remine further discussion of 
the following Resolution moved the Honourable Sir George Rainy 
on the 14th July, 1930 

This Assembly recommends to tlie Governor General m Council tiiat, in view, 
firstly, of the requirements for new construction and open line works on railways which 
will Imve to be met in the course of the next ten jears, and of the demands which the 
proMsion of adequate funds to meet the capital expenditure required for thes© projects 
will make on the resources of Government, and secondly of the fact that the purchase 
of the Assam Bengal Railway Company’s interest in the Assam Bengal Railway Will 
not at the piesent time be financially profitable, and that another opportunity for 
acquiring that interest will occur m 1941, notice should not be given to the Company 
on the present occasion of mtention to terminate their contract unless it should prove 
possible to devise some expedient by which the purchase money can be found on 
terms whieh will neither involve the Government in substantial financial loss nor 
necessitate any serious curtailment in the programme of new eapital expenditure 
required for the proper development of the railway system in accordance with the 
economic needs of the country ’ ' 

Mr. B Das (Orissa Di\^si<)n Nou-Mtahauuivulau) , 
day, I was suggesting to the Honourable the PmaJRCje Meinher^d the 
Government of India how :qioiiey could be found to purchase this parti- 
cular Railway and also the Bengal and North Western Railway when he 
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comes to budget next year the very fact that the Honourable the 

Member for Commerce and Railways had brought the proposition be- 
fore the House shows that they are meeting with financial difficulties 
When we were discussing the Railway Budget last session, I w^as one 
of those who suggested that a Retrenchment Committee should be ap- 
pointed to look into the railway administration, but the Government of 
India thought it fit to appoint Mr Jukes to go into the revenue and ex- 
penditure of the Central revenues But the Government of India did 
not refer the Railway Department to be looked into by Mr Jukes I 
again submit, Sir, that the time has come w^hen the railway administra- 
tion should be thoroughly gone into and the retrenchment axe be 
applied to the railway administration But whether Mr Jukes would 
be the proper person to investigate regarding retrenchment in the rail- 
way administration or a separate committee should be appointed, that 
I leave to the Government of India Knowing that my life in this 
House 18 finished with this Session, I leave it to the Government of 
India to find a proper way to solve the difficulty. I have received a pre- 
liminary report from Mr Jukes in which I find that the officer has done 
admirable work He gauged the situation as regards extravagance in 
the civil departments, but the civil departnjents have little money to 
spend and there can be hardly any real retrenchment there We hax^e 
to go into the Army and the Railways if the Go\ernment of India anti- 
cipate any saving under these heads Sir, I suggested the methods how 
money could be found I again suggest that the paltry sum of £17,000 
which the Honourable the Railway Member anticipates as the loss if 
the Assam Bengal Railway should be purchased by the Government of 
India, could be really met from the surplus revenue that will come to 
the Government of India next year when the Bengal and North Western 
Railway will be purchased, because the money that will be paid, that is, 
£10 million and the interest that will be deiived therefrom, is more than 
16 per cent and if we lose one or two per cent on £1^ million, the 16 
per cent that will accrue on the £10 million that will be paid to pur- 
chase the Bengal and North Western Railway would amply recoup the 
loss Sir, since we separated the other evening, I fipd there has been 
some agreement between this side of the House and the Government’s 
side. Therefore I need not prolong the debate I leave it to the good 
sense of the Government to understand and appreciate the feeling on 
this side of the House regarding the State management of Indian rail- 
ways 

♦Mr. Faxal Ibrahim Bahimtnlla (Bombay Central Division Mu- 
hammadan Rural) Sir, I beg to move 

“ That for the original Eiesolution the following he substituted 

‘ This ABBcmbly recommends to the Governor General in Council that nego 
tmtiona should be undertaken tvith the Assam Bengal Railway Company 
to obtain for Government one year's extension of their existing option 
to terminate tho company’s contract on the Slat December, 1931 ’ 

Sir, this Resolution which I have placed before the House for their con- 
sideration IS entirely due to the feeling which was expressed by no less 
than three Members of this House regarding the principle of takmp over 

•Snoech not revised bv the Bononrable Mortrber 
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the English Company-managed Railways as soon as their contracts ter- 
minated I think my Honourable friend, Mr Chetty, raised a protest 
on behalf of this House for two reasons, one was regarding the first 
paragraph of the Resolution moved by the Honourable the Leader of 
the House, and secondly, to the scant treatment meted out to the Central 
Advisory Council for Railways, of which I happen to be a Member 
Sir, I was the first to make enquiries as to why the meeting was called 
on Sunday and why the meeting was called after the Government of 
India had tabled a motion for discussion at the meeting of the Legisla- 
tive Assembly That motion, Sir, was not placed before the meeting 
of the Central Advisor> Council foi Railways for their consideration 
What we got was a memorandum submitted by the Railway Board, in 
which the financial aspect of the Assam Bengal Railway was described 
Having regard to the financial aspect of the Railway, I do not think 
any business man would agree to ask the Government of India to ter- 
minate their contract immediarel} and give notice in December, 1930 
Therefore, after full consideration of the subject, the Central Advisory 
Council for Railwaj^s came to the conclusion that Government should 
try and get an option of five years instead of ten years The first ques- 
tion about the Company-managed Railways, or rather the Assam Bengal 
Railway, which was discussed, was regaidmg its relation to the Acworth 
Committee’s Report On page 64, paragraph 208, the position of the 
Assam Bengal Railway is fullv described and m that Report it was said 
that the position of the Assam Bengal Railway was exceptional There- 
fore, whilst they agreed that, for the foregoing reasons 

“ We unanimously recommend t*iat the English domiciled guaranteed companies 
should cease to exist at the termination of their present contracts ** 

They have themselves pointed out 

The position of the Assam Bengal Company is exceptional All the other 
guaranteed companies earn, in the shape of their share of surplus profits, a substan- 
tial dividend above the guaranteed minimum, and their shares, even under the ex 
ceptioual market conditions of the present moment, stand in the neighbourhood of 
par The Assam Bengal net receipts do not even meet the 3 per cent guarantee 
The shares are consequently quoted at present at about 45 We should hesitate 
to advise that the Secretary of State should pay off at par in 1931 shares now stand- 
ing at 45 But the company is not important, and there is ample time for eonsKleration 
of this excepliondl case between now and 1931 In any ease, the amount at issue 
18 not large ’’ 

Even in 1922, when this Report was signed, the Acworth Committee 
hesitated to recommend to the Government of India that they should im- 
mediately go in for the Assam Bengal Railway on the termination of their 
contract in 1931, having regard to the share price which was at 45 To- 
day, Sir, according to the memorandum which was presented to us, the 
price of a share is £78, I think, Sir, it would be a great mistake, apart 
from the financial condition of the (Government of India, that on the 
merits of this question this House could possibly recommend the termi- 
nation of tHe contract. But the feeling here m this Hbase is very' 
strong (hear^ hear ; and the Hoase, even according to my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Das, .Jis prepared to recommend to the Government of India 
that they aJ^uld inetir, jtjie paltry sum as he calls it, that they should 
incur a loss of A year and take over the Assam Bengal Railway 

ly for my nirt, am ,not prepared to agree with that statement, but I 
do realise the feeling in this House and the result of this is that I have 
been able to move the amendment which I have moved with the consent 
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of most of the Membera who have felt strongly on this subject 1 
think this House ought also to feel grateful to my Honourable friend, 
Ml Chetty, for having advised the deletion of the fiist part of this 
f\( solution My friend, Mi Chetty, does not wish that this Company 
should be taken up if its financial position is bad , but if there is any 
other eonsideration, he is not prepared to agiee to the postponement, 
oi the taking ovei of the Assam Bengal Railway 1 think he is quite 
right and I am sui<‘ (rovernment also will realise that it is an important 
j[)omt to b(‘ taken into consideration, and that they will agree to the 
amendment which I have moved 

There is om* more point to winch 1 might refer, and it is this What 
iH going to happin if the Assam Bengal Railway Company is not going 
to allow th<‘ Oov eminent ot India to agree to the termination of the 
contract after <i period ot one year, that is, the 31st December, 1932 ? 
I do not tinnk 1 would be pnqiaied to recommend to the Government 
of India to give notiee this year on the 31st December, 1930 But I 
would really like the Go\erriment ot India to eonsidir that, if the finan- 
cial position iinpioves, then they might, in the event of the Company re- 
fusing to allow us to evercise the option aftei a period of one year, as 
contemplated in my motion, take it ovei by giving notice on the 31st 
December, 1930 That is the feeling in the House, but personally, as 
a member of the Central Advisoiy Council, I would be prepared to re- 
quest Government and I wmuld be satisfied if they were to take the op- 
tion of five years instead of ten years 

There is another reason also According to the Acworth Com- 
mittee's Report, we find that the contract with the Bombay, Baroda and 
Central India Railway terminates m 1941, and 1 do not think the Gov- 
ernment of India would be lu a position to take up two Railways in that 
year , and if there was a choice given, I do not think this House would 
hesitate for a moment to recommend the taking over of the Bombay, 
Baroda and Central India Raihvay I therefore say that, if the Com- 
pany were to be taken over m 1936 that would be a reasonable period, 
and by that time I think the Government of India would be in a posi- 
tion to take over the Railways I hope in future such an occasion will 
not arise when the non-officials will have to protest against not carrying 
out a policy which they have laid down with the concurrence of this House, 
namely, the taking over of the English Companies as soon as their contracts 
terminate With these words, I move my Resolution 

P. Veiikatakrishiia3rya Chowdry (Guntur nm Nellore • Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) Sir, in rising to speak upon this Resolution, I pro- 
pose to confine niyseif to some of the essential points involved therein It 
IS a fundamental principle, accepted and recognised hy every country and 
every national Government, that the railways "sl^ould be managed by the 
State (Voters “No, no *' ) Mostly that is so All these years India 
has been steadily pursuing that l^o^icy and the xecoimnendations of the 
Acworth Committee cannot be departed from at this thne This is a matter 
that requires a thorough examination the C^ttiil Advisory COuncif fhf 
Railways, to examine at length a proposal Of thia kind, so that the House 
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may be m possession of more details to give its considered opinion The 
Honourable Member advanced two reasons m his Resolution for not exer- 
cising the option to terminate the contract in December, 1931. In the first 
place^ it has been said that the available money should he spent on ne\^ 
consrtruction and open line works India affords scope always for the ex- 
tenaion and development of railways Always money is to be found for 
the construction of new railways when such is the case. There is no justi- 
fication why Goveinment should not immediately purchase the Assam 
Bengal Railway w^hen the contract terminates We have to pay million 
pounds , the net income of the Company is only £73,000 According to the 
Honourable the Commerce Member the profit is only Rs 3^ lakhs. My 
Honourable friend Mr Matin ('haudhury, savs it will be about 4 lakhs 
^ly Honourable friend, Mr Das, has asked a ])ertinent question as to w'h^ 
uioney cannot he raised in India I am sure the Honourable the Finance 
Member w’lll not find it impossible to raise this loan in India, even at less 
than 6 pei cent In view of the prospective gains accruing by purchasing 
this Company, and in view' of the fact that a large amount can be saved by 
the abolition of the Board of DirectoiN in London, Tndianiaing the services 
f.nd stopping fm a time the construction of feeder lines, it is but wuse and 
proper that Government should risk the small loss anticipated by it in pur- 
chasing the Assam Bengal Railway It is not every commercial under- 
taking that IS paying Government There are a thousand ways in which 
the poor tax-payers’ money is wasted by the sins of omission and commis- 
sion on the part of Government Where then is the obieotion to purchas- 
ing the Railw'ay which in course of time will become a paying concern, 
and even if it does not pay, it would not very much matter, as it is a line 
intended for purelv strategic purposes Both on the capital and profit side 
It IS necessary that the contract should be terminated and the principle 
of Indianismg the railways adopted Viewed from everv^ point, it is not 
lery unwise to invest 1^ million pounds in purchasing this Railway Sup- 
posing the Company is running the Railway at a loss, why is it anxious 
to have another lease of life for ten years i The Honourable the Finance 
Member and the Commerce Member will see their way to appreciate the 
position adv'anced on this side of the House and exercise the option of 
terminating the contract in December, 19.11 In this connection I ventui’e 
^0 suggest that there are several lakhs of rupees in the hands of the local 
bodies in this country invested in Co-operative Societies at 4^ per cent in 
the shape of railway cess Why should not the Government of India bor- 
row that available money, which is intended for the opening of new rail- 
ways ? They may get it even for 5 or 5^ per cent In this case the invest- 
ment will be a sound one and the purpose for w'hich these funds are in- 
tended wull have been largely realised 

The essence of this amendment is this, namely, that if it is not possible 
to purchase this Railway m December, 1931, the conditions of the contract 
may also be altered so as to exercise the option in 1932 An extension for 
one year ,may bring into existence favourable conditions wh^n the option 
to terminate the contract may be exercised Therefore when peojile are 
already disguated with the most un-national ai^ect of several undertakings 
of the Government, and when they sincerely l^lieve that the Imperialistic 
ambition of England has been the chief factor in contributing to file econo- 
mic serfdom, agricultural indebtedness^ and above all, to the pre^nt poli- 
tical unrest in this, country, it is but just and proper on the part of Govern- 
ment to take immediate ateps to purchase the Assam Bengal Railway. 
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Lastly, let me make a fenent appeal to the Honourable the Commerce 
and Finance Members to view this question from the bioad nationalist point 
of view, Ignoring for the present the profit side of the question, and yield 
to the rational demands of the people In doing so Government will be 
avoiding the further alienation of the sympathies of the people On these 
grounds, 8ir, 1 support the amendment of Mr Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtulla, 
which 18 identical with the motion of which I myself gave notice 

Dr Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions Muham- 
madan Rural) Sir, I would have very much liked to oppose this Resolu- 
tion, but I know that m the Assembly as it is now constituted, it is impos- 
sible to carry a motion against the wishes of Government So I accept 
what is the second best and support the amendment as it now stands This 
(iuestion of the relative importance ot the Company and the State-managed 
Railways was discussed at the Delhi Session of the Assembly I admit 
that the Company management in England is working very efficiently, but 
there are special circumstances m India on account of which it is essential 
that we should have State-managed Railways Among the arguments I 
advanced at the last Session, with your permission, I would like to repeat 
tliree important ones The first was that the central administration in 
India IS not located in the country but it w situated five thousand miles 
aw'ay, and therefore is not in direct touch with the management Secondlj , 
there is no competition m India, such as exists between various lines in 
England , and the third is that the Company dt>es not care so much for the 
comforts of the people as it cares for obtaining maximum profit at minimum 
expenditure, regardless of the comforts of the people Besides these, there 
are other arguments on account of wffiich I supported State management 
in preference to Company management These facts were thoroughly dis- 
cussed by the Acworth Committee, and they recommended as follows in 
paragraph 207 of their Report 

" For the foregoing rc isons we unanimously recoinineud that the English doini 
cileil gnarauteed companies should (ease to exist at the ternimation of their present 
contittcts ’ ’ 

This w'as the unanimous recommendation of the Acworth Committee, and 
I think it IS very desirable that their recommendations should be followed 

The argument brought forward by the Honourable Membei is that the 
Assam Bengal Ran way is not running profitably Of course, when we 
have determined to follow a particular policy, the question of profit ought 
not to come m May I ask the Honourable Member whether the railway 
line bet'ween Peshawar and Luiidi Kotal is a profitable line ? It was cer- 
tainly not built for commercial reasons, but in pursuance of a certain 
policy 

An Honourable Member : That is a strategic line 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Still it is not a proflitable line , it was built 
m pursuance of a certain policy We have adopted a definite policy that 
the railways should all be Stkte-managed, ahd it does not matter whether 
a certain railway shows a profit or '^Ossu 

Now, the Acworth Committee recommended what the Honourable the 
Mover of this amendment has quoted : they say that, There is ample time 
for consideration of this excentional ease betwfsen now and 1931 I 
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{should like to know what the Government have been do](ng during the last 
nine years They now come forward — not at the eleventh hour, but at the 
eleventh hour and 59 9th minute— because this is the very last day of 
the life of this Assembly, to discuss this very important question, which 
as a matter of fact they ought to have discussed during the last nine years. 
At the time the Acworth Committee w'rote their Report, the shares bf this 
particular Company stood at 45 Was it not possible for the Government 
to purchase, during this interval, these shares at this lower rate 1 Even 
to-day the price, as pointed out by the Honourable Member, is 78 May 
I ask the gentlemen who are accustomed to stock exchange, is it possible 
for the shares of any Company to stand at 78 if there is a reasonable chance 
of their being purchased at par a year later ? Prom this I conclude that 
there must have been some kind ot understanding between the Directors 
of the Company and the Government to the effect that this Company 
management would be aUoved to go on for some time longer otherwise it ia 
impossible that the shares of the Company would have stood at 78 just a 
3 'ear before the Government was to purchase them at par 

Mr A. A L Parsons (Financial Commissioner, Railways) On a 
point of explanation, Sir, may I say that no communications have passed 
between the Government and tlie Home Board of the Assam Bengal Rail- 
W’ay Company on this question at all ^ — no communications of any sort, 
verbal or written 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : I take it from the Honourable Member that 
there w'as no official correspondence between the Railw'ay Board and the 
Company , but at the same this is a thing to be taken note of by persons 
w’ho are accustomed to the stock exchange business — as to how’ a share can 
stand at 78 if it is going to be jnirehased at par the following year I leave 
it at that 

I should like to know whether the Government, during the last 8 or 9 
years, ever considered this problem of the purchase of the Assam Bengal 
Railway, which the Acworth Committee so strongly advocated Have 
Government appointed any committee ? They never considered the ques- 
tion, and at the last minute they come to the Assembly and advocate that 
the time should be extended for another period of ten years Now, the 
chief leason that has been brought forw^ard in support of this Resolution 
is that the Government ha\e got no money, and whatever money there is 
should be spent on more useful purposes May I draw the attention of the 
Honourable the Finance Member to another lecommendation of the 
Acw^orth Committee They say 

Direct Government loans beanng a fixed rate of interest appeal to a certain 
section of investors, but apart from these, there are other, and we believe more im- 
portant, class of investors who are attracted by a lower rate of guaranteed interest 
coupled with the prospect of a share in the surplus profits of the railways , the 
shares in companies such ai we recommend should be formed in 1924 and 1925 will 
offer attractive investments to such lenders ” 

Now, may 1 ask whether any action was taken by the Government on 
this recommendation qf the Acworth Committee ? Ha,ve Government ever 
proposed to raise a loan guaranteeing 3 per cent interest, which they are 
guaranteeing to the Assam Bengal Railway, and participation in the pro- 
fits ? Had the Government taken action m 1024 and 1025 according to the 
recommendations of the Acworth , CoAuqittee and exhausted their reaourcoa 
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of raising funds, then it would have been reasonable for the Honourable 
Member to come to the Assembly and say “'We tried our best to raise a 
loan and to carry out the recommendations of the Acworth Committee, but 
we failed, and therefore we now recommend that this period should be 
extended by another ten years No such attempt was ever made 
Instead, at the last moment they now come forward and ask the Assemhlv 
to sanction the extension for another period of ten years — which is now 
reduced to one year and which is also very doubtful because it is left to the 
sweet will of the Directors of the present Company 

8ir, the plea of want of funds is a plea which I can never believe as 
far as the RailTvay Department is Concerned They have got money to bury 
one crore of rupees in the railway station at Cawnpore , they have got 
funds to bury 87 lakhs of rupees in the railw^ay station at Lucknow , they 
ha\o got funds to bury Rs 3^ crores in the Kalyan Power House , and they 
have got funds to the extent of Rs 30 crores — not a very small amount — 
invested in something which they cannot explain Last time when I asked 
n question about the manner of investment of Rs 30 crores, which is now 
in the Reserve Fund and Depreciation Fund, T was given a very poor 
leply I asked whether the permission of the Auditor General was ob- 
tained , and the Honourable Member could only tell me that the Auditor 
Geneial was informed This did not satisfy me We want definitely that 
his permission should here been obtained and he ought to have certified that 
that was really the best way of investing the money The very fact that 
he was merely informed shoves that the Government are not working wuth 
a clear conscience , otherwise they would certainly have got the whole cf 
that amount properly audited and the Auditor General’s Report ought to 
have been laid before this Assembly 

Sir, I am not merely referring to the details of the administration, 
but I am discussing the policy of capital expenditure In this case I think 
the Railway Board are exceedingly weak , they do not have any sound 
principles of expenditure so tar as capital expenditure is concerned, and it 
IS ver> important to have some kind of system by means of which their 
capital expenditure may be controlled. I admit that the Members of the 
Railway Board are great experts in the details of the administration of the 
railways, but it very often happens that a person who has got a very detail- 
ed knowledge of a thing is most incompetent to consider fundamental 
changes in the Department, and therefore it is desirable that we should get 
some financial experts, either from other Departments of the Government 
of India, or possibly from Home, who might advise the Government to lay 
dowm a sound policy for the Railway Board to follow about capital expen- 
diture. They ought to invest their Reserve Fund as also their Deprecia- 
tion Fund m a proper manner They ought to float loans whenever they 
find it necessary to raise money, and contyol their capital expenditure in a 
proper manner, and they shouM not invest large , supis of money at their 
own swoet will and pleasure in unremnnerative nndfertaarin^ and then give 
up one of the most important questions of policies ground of ex- 
penditure ' 

Sir, finally I would like to emphasiae the fact that any loam which the 
Government may float in this country for the pitrpoae^hf railway develop- 
ment will receive every possible support in this ootmtrv and* anv diiTn 
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which they may be m want of will be oversubscribed even in this country 
With these few words, Sir, I support the amendment 

Sir Oow«s|i Jehangir (Bombay City Non- Muhammadan Urban) 
May I suggest, Sir, to the Honourable the Leader of the House to make a 
statement whether he will accept this amendment, because I think it will 
curtail the debate considerably ? 

The Honourable Sir George Hainy (Member for Commerce and 
Railways) I think my Honourable friend the Finance Member proposes 
to speak, and it might be to the convenience of the House, Sir, if he were 
allowed to speak 

Dr Nand Lai (West Punjab Non-Muhammadan) If other Mem 
bers desire to take part in the debate, are they to be prevented from 
speaking, Sir ^ Is there any rule or is there any order to that effect 1 

Mr President . No The Honourable Sir George Schuster 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) Sir, as you 
have called upon me, I take the opportunity of intervening in the debate 
at this stage Possibly when this House has heard what I have got to 
say, they may desire to. give expression to a general opinion that the 
debate should be (dosed. 

I may say at the outset, to make the position of Government cleat, 
that the Government are prepared to accept the amendment which has 
now been moved, but a good deal has been said on financial policy in 
the course of this debate, and I should have thought it necessary in any 
ease to intervene and make quite clear the position of Go\ernment on 
those points that have been put forward It becomes all the more 
necessary that I should make Government’s position clear on these 
lioints, now that Government are going to accept this amendment which 
has been moved 

Sir, I find myself in some difficulty in dealing with all the various 
points that have been raised, for I do not wish to take a very great deal 
of the time of the House, and if I Avere to deal fully Avith all those points, 
I should have to enter into long explanations of the whole financial posi- 
tion I will try. Sir, to be as brief as possible. 

I must, at the outset, express my view that it is both natural and 
right that in debating a question of this kind the financial position of 
Government should be brought up, for personally I have always 
held that, m spite of the so-called separation of railway finance, railway 
matters and particularly the question of capital expenditure on the 
construction of new lines or on the purchase of existing lines, railway 
policy on these matters has such an intimate connection with tbe gener^ 
financial position of Government that railway policy and financjftl policy 
cannot be discussed, or kept in water-tight compartments They must he 
discussed together and both must be kept in view if sound decisions are 
to be reached, That, Sir, is a doctrine which I know is held by naanv of 
my Honourable friends opposite, who have taken part in this debate, 
and if there has .beep, any suggestion in their speeches that they desire 
Government to take every opportunity to purchase Company-managed 
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lines regardless of the effects on the general financial position of Govern- 
ment, I do not really believe that they wish to push, the argument to any 
unreasonable or Unconditional conclusion, but rather that they weie 
actuated by a desire to leave Government under no misapprehension as to 
the strong feeling of the House on these matters. If they wished to go 
further than that, I should be tempted to presume to offer them a word 
of advice, or perhaps rather to sound a note of warning, to the effect that 
when perhaps in the course of time they come to change the role of 
irresponsible cutics tor the responsibilities of Goveinment which they are 
so anxious to assume, and of which I personally should be so willing to 
divest myself (Hear, hear ) they will find that attractive principles 
cannot always be applied regardless of facts Sir, we have got to face 
facts in these matters, and unfortunately many of these facts are beyond 
our own control My friend, Mr B Das, with his accustomed ingenuity, 
has suggested various means for evading the facts which my Honourable 
colleague has quoted as affoidmg obstacles m the way of an immediate 
purchase He suggested, in the first place, that we might utilise our 
share of German reparation receipts to finance this purchase, but as this 
House knows full well, as a result of the clause which was inserted m 
the Finance Bill of this year, those German reparation receipts now go 
into our current revenue and are necessary for the balancing of our 
Budget We rely on them already for other purposes. 

Another speaker, I think, suggested that we might use the Railway 
Reserve Fund, but that fund is also ear-marked for a special purpose.. 
It IS a reserve for the existing undertakings, and even theoreticallv it 
ought not to be regarded as available for the purchase of additional Rail- 
ways From a practical point of view of course the suggestion has even 
less value, because, as all Honourable Members know, the Rdiivay 
Reserve Fund is merged in the ordinary balances of the Government, 
and therefore Government themselves would have to find the money and 
there would be no solution of the practical difficulty In fact as regards 
both suggestions, we are face to face with the inexorable facts that if we 
use any of our existing resources for this purpose those resources will 
not be available for other purposes for which they are already pledged. 

Then, again, my friend Mr B Das says, and the question has been 
repeated this morning, why need you borrow money in England at 6 
per cent when you can obtain it in India at a very much low^er rate ? 

I am afraid again that it is a suggestion which is of little practical value 
There are two points In the first place, if Honourable Members will 
refer to'^the existing quotations for lupeo securities, they vyill find the 
rates prevailing ate not so very much lower than on our sterling 
securities m London, and the amount of saving to be effected by borrowing 
money m India would not be very great But, Sir, there is another 
difficulty of a more practical natuie We have find this money in 
sterling If we borrow in India we have to bprrow in rupees. Theie- 
fore, if the proceeds of an Indian loan are to be ofl'affy use, I have to 
12 No » convert those rupees mtb sterling The question is, 

^ ^ can I do it t That, aga^n, brings me face to face 

with another of those , inexorable facts To ^liswef that question fully 
would take me into the whole conftoveri^ial f|^d of currency pplicy and 
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the question of sterling boi lowing 1 do not wish to enter into thai 
field to-day, but I may explain the position quite simpl>. The amount 
of rupees that we can convert into sterling depends primarily on the 
balance of trade. If there is a favouiable balance of trade, if India 
exports exceed India’s imports by Rs 60 crores in any year, then, if no 
other factors intervene, Itidia can conveit the Rs 60 arores into some 
form of foreign currency But there are other demands on that surplus 
balance In the first place, as all Honourable JNIembers know, a very 
large amount of gold and silvei is im])orl’ed b> India ever\ yeai I have 
always said that if the Indian piiblu* w^ould change tlieir habits and 
would start the habit of investing their savings not in precious metals 
but m productive undertakings, India could raise by internal loans all 
the capital that she requires, both to buy up these toreign companies 
and to buy locomotives and rails and othei materials wdneh so fai have 
to be purchased abroad But we have not reach(‘d that stage yet, and 
at the moment, as every one knows, there aie special taetors which have 
intervened to make difficult the exchange position, — iorces, which are 
perhaps directed by a desire to embarrass the Government, but which 
I think have resulted in starting a process which threatens lapidly to 
rum those who have set those forces at work 

I do not wish to dwell on this point now, but as legaids my Honour- 
able friend Mr Das’s suggestion, 1 will onl> say this, that, as things are 
now, it would be an extremely unsound financial ])ohcy toi the Govern- 
ment to commit themselves to find steiling funds for cajiital expenditure 
without providing themselves with external capital to meet them For 
our current requirements our jmsition is secure and sound and 1 antici- 
pate no difficulty , but when capital expenditure is conceincd, we should 
only be weakening our position it we undertook to make payments m 
foreign currency without borrowing foieign curiency to meet them. 
That, Sir, is a sufficient summary, I think, of the piesent situation 

I would turn now to the arguments advanct‘d by my Honourable 
friend, Mr Chetty His points, T think, were briefly as follows He 
said, “ You ought not to force the Assemlily to take a decision now We 
have not had time to consider the matter ” Ho then Avent on to develop 
a very practical line of argument He admitted, I think, that the special 
financial difficulties which exist at picsent weie gicat and that foi that 
reason it might be Aery disadvantageous to ^ittempt to laise money noA\ 
But he said, You only have to find mone> by the 31s1 December 1031, 
and by that time things might be better Theiefoie you ought not to 
lose that opportunity ” I think, it I remembei his words correctly, he 
said, “ If good sense prevails, conditions may he bettei by the end of 
1931 ” Sir, I echo those words, “ If good sense prevails ” That is 
the great need of the country to-day, and I venture to agree with my 
Honourable friend that, if good sense w^ould really prevail and if all 
the forces which are now opposing Government w^ould work with us for 
the common good, then, wuth that joint effort Indian credit could be 
restored to its formeij. level and even above it And, if, on top of this, 
again, as part of that joint effort, Indians would, for patriotic purposes, 
join in taking special courses — if, for instance, Indians Avere prepaied 
to release a part, of their own gold holdings in subscriptions to a railway 
loan, all the exchange difficulties would disappear, foreign borrowing 
lilOOPB(LA) o 
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would be unnecessary, and the country could indeed carry out tiiat policy 
which Honourable Members ha\e so much at heart 

Sir, I do not wish, as I have said, to enter upon a controversial 
field, but, as I contemplate the difficulty and the distress into which the 
country is now plunged, I cannot ref i am from some comment on how 
things might have been My Honourable friend Mr Chetty has asked 
us to take into account the hope that they ma> be better in the future 
I am oppressed by the certainty that they could have been infinitely 
better at present if these disturbances had not been staited I venture 
to say that Bombay at least ^\ould have bf‘en enjoying a boom this 
Hummer , the cotton mills with the new protectne duties would have 
been prosperous, Government’s ledueed borrowing programme would 
have encouraged confidence in Government securities, and we should 
have seen a rise of at least five points all round The banks then would 
have recovered tin* losses which tlu'j have been suffering on capital 
depreciation in their holdings of Government securities during the last 
few years, and a geneial feeling of confidence and cheerfulness would 
ha\e ])revailed With confidence restoied lu tlie good sense of the 
count^^ , T should not have been forced to borrow in London at the rates 
which have recently been necessary, and w^e could have undertaken a 
purehasi* of this kind wuthout any distnihanee at all in the Government’s 
financial position Sir, lei Honourable Membeis look upon that picture 
and upon this which is be foie us now 

Sir, T do not wish to say any more on the general position I have 
informed the House that the Go\('mment are prepared to accept this 
amendment, but as T said at the beginning, 1 wish l;o make perfectly 
clear what the Government’s position is in the matter It may be, 
indeed I pfay that it will be, as my Honourable friend has suggested, 
that things will be better next year But I w^onld remind the House 
that we shall then l>e face to face with the need for a decision on the 
purchase of the Bengal and Noi th Western Railway This purchase, 
on which Government have to gi\e notice b> the end of December, 1931, 
will in\olve a sum of about tl2 millions, and the two propositions will 
then have to be considered together with all the other needs of the 
Government Now, if we can succeed in obtaining this period of delay 
for a decision as regards the purchase of the Assam Bengal Railway, I 
think that it will be a very fortiin.it’e result, for I think it is entirely 
proper that these tw^o propositions should be considered together I can 
give this undertaking to the House -that we on our side will do our 
utmost to find ways and means of giving ellect to the desire which I know 
18 felt so widely for the purchase of the Railways But we are not in 
control of those inexorable facts to which 1 have referred We must 
now face the fact that our financial position n^xt year wnll not be as good 
as I hoped it would he when I bi ought' forward my budget proposals at 
the last Delhi Session We must face the possibility of a deficit as a 
result of the present subversive campaign, and we cannot look with 
great confidence now to the Government's possession of surplus funds 
next year Then we have other needs to consider We cannot devoto 
all the capital resources of the Government to railways We have to 
consider irrigation projects, projects to which we already committed 
and which we have to find money to finance I would venture to remind 
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Honourable Members fhat the Government of India carry this very 
responsible position of acfinpr as a bankei to all the provinces As their 
banker I cannot refuse, for example, to find funds next year for com- 
pleting such a scheme as the Sukker Barr«nge Scheme Oi, to take 
another example, T cannol reluse to find funds foi I'elpmg the province 
and State concerned — the Bahawalpui Statv* — to finance the Sutle^j 
Irrigation Scheme My hands are tied in these matters These are the 
facts which I have to face, and, all these propositions must be considered 
together At the same time, foi that’ verv icason, and for the reason 
that there is still hope that things will iin])rove, 1 peisonally welcome 
this appeal which has been made, <md as 1 have already said, we will do 
our best to meet the wishes of Tlonourable Monibers and we will not 
abandon hope 

I might indeed sum uj) the position by saying that this Resolution 
has been brought forward in a spiiit of hope and this indnces me to 
remind the House of the old legend from Greek mythology of Pandora's 
box , — how Zeus, desirous of punishing the woild tor the theft of fire 
by Prometheus, — (might I perhaps eompaie this to the seeds of 
self-government now so^^n in India), ga\e Pandora a box, with the 
warning t’hat it should not be opened, as it contained all sorts of evils 
But the box vas opened , and famine, wai, pestilence and evils of all 
kinds were let loose on the woild But one, looking into the box after- 
wards found that the lid had b(‘en closed before all its contents had 
escaped and ther(‘ still remained (louehiug in a comer a single small 
figure — the figure of IToiie Sir, let us aceejit this Resolution in a spirit of 
Hope and feel that, e\en in these material mattms spintual influences can 
help us and spiritual inteiests are involved 

Dr Ziauddin Ahmad Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
reply to the points I laised for not giving efiect to the recommendation 
of the Acworth Committee to imse mone> at lower guaranteed intt*rest 
and p.irticiiiation in piofit / 

Rai Bahadur 8 0 Dutta (Siuma Valley cum Shillong Non- 
Muhammadan) Sii, whatever may be the* polity adopted on the basis 
of the Resolution lietore the House, I wish to bung to the notice of 
Government some pioblems connected with the purchase the Assam 
Bengal Railway and the interests of the petipie ot the localities served 
by the Railway I am not going to enter into a discussion of pounds, 
shillings and pence and I am speaking as one who has seen the working 
of these Railways since the time they w^ere started Although in the 
memorandum which Government have circulated, they desenbe this 
Railway as very economically managed, 1 cannot describe it as very 
efficient The railway management might be considered very economi- 
cal m so far as the pay of the Indian staff is concerned, which is very 
low,. The usual facilities for passenger traffic are absent, such as, accom- 
modation in waiting room«* There is no platform in any of the stations, 
and the railway compartments are in a bud condition Since the pay 
of the staff is so very low, from the \ery nature of the case, the manage- 
ment cannot be efficient, and therefore cannot be economical also 

} 

Mr. President : Order, order I think the Honourable Member is 
not confining bis remarks to the point at issue The questions which he 
has raised arc not relevant to the subject at issue We have got 
nothing to do with the management ot the Railway here 

oa 
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Bfti Bahadur 8 C Dutta . The point is this — whether the Railway 
should be nationalised oi not It is not right that we should look at 
the question from the finanqial point of view only We must also 
coiJhider the efficiency of the sci vices lendered by the Railway That 
IS the point 1 am emphasising J 8d> that, although it may be said that 
the Hallway is woiking at a loss, it cannot be said that the same loss 
will eontiiiue aftei the Railway i^ taken up by the Government J 
shall give a few leasons Tins is a lailway passing through hill 
sections and toucliing the borders ot certain tea plantations that are 
within the lulls, so that in iuan> places the mam hue avoids the thickly 
populated tracts The result is tliat the income of the Railway cannot 
be good, unless it is fed by branch lines The opening ol branches has 
Iieen begun onl} vei} leeenth^ and the imomc is coming in and the 
prospects are improving 

Mr President ; Order, order The discussion on a Resolution must 
be conhned to tiie subject of tlu Resolution and I cannot allow the 
Honourable Member to w.uuler about discussing questions which are 
not strictly relevant to this motion 

Rai Bahadur 8 C Dutta . What I am pointing out is that as soon 
as the Railway is acquired, it will become prohtable 

Mr President • You are sa\ing that m a very round about way 

Rai Bahadur 8 0 Dutta . I am pointing out that the income is low 
because tlie staff is ill-paid and the management is not efiicient Apait 
from the question whetlnr the Railway is lun at a profit oi not, the 
cfficierie> of the sei vices has also got to be eonsideied fiom the point 
of view whether the Railway should be nationalised oi not p]fficiency 
in the services rendered is also an object ot nationalisation Now I 
have already said that the vauous facilities enjoyed by persons who 
are in the service ot the State Railways are not enjoyed by the em- 
ployees ol this Raihiav, and \vhat 1 complain ot is these short-term con- 
tracts with railways, as they stand in the way of improvements being 
effected on the railways concerned Here is a contract It will be 
renewable after ten years only and it is now proposed to shorten it to 
five years Well, tor these fi\e yx*ars no impio\ ements can be effected 
since the Railway Board on that account will be unable to insist the 
Railway Company undertaking these improvements But the iinpoitant 
point 18 that if there are more improvemenls effected, more ineome will 
be earned thereby if the Railway is taken over I will finish no\N by 
referring to one important problem connected with this Railway. 
There is a eryiug need for improvement which cannot be satisfied un- 
less the management of the Railway is taken over bv Government 
forthwith Borne Honourable Members may know that the mam line 
in some places and some of the branches pass aeross valleys as dams 

Mr Arthur Moore (Bengal Euiopean) • On a point of order, is 
fhe Honourable Mi'inber, Sir, suppoitmg or opposing the Resolution 
before the Hou.se 1 

8ir Hari Smgh Ck)ur (Central Provfnces Hindi Divisions Non- 
Muhammadan) Ml Dutta, y(m close j’^our remarks Don’t take any' 
notice of the interruption 
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Rai Bahadur 8 C Dutta : i es, 1 am closing iny Now 

these railways act as a dam acioss the valleys and thereby cause abnor- 
mal floods, and there was a disastei in the districts of Hylhet and 
Caehar in the last rains In the i«jh\«iy embankment there was a 
difference of several feet of water from one side to the other. The 
houses of people living on the other side went under, there was a loss 
of several bves , there was great destruction of cattle and of eiops, 
and there was a great disaster and widespiead sulfeiing and distress in 
connection with which charitable people tbioughout India made con- 
tributions for which the people of thit, valley are deepl> grateful And 
an attempt was made for instituting an inquiry to ascertain whethei 
the railway embankments m their piesent stale caused and intensified 
the effects of floods causing loss of iif«' and cattle and wdiether there 
should not be more bridges and the spans of the existing bridges should 
not be widened Well, a boaid ot in(]rir> was constituted 

Sir Han Singh Gour All these details you can bring out in your 
speech at the time of the Uailwav Budget 

Rai Bahadur 8 0 Dutta Well, 1 am just finishing Well, that 
Committee visited that place ami made a pieliminaij nn estigation, but 
at that time the w^ater w’as alread> greatly subsiding On that Com- 
mittee was also an Engineer of the Assam Bengal Railway That Com- 
mittee met the members of the nou-ufihual Flood Relief (%>minittee. of 
^\hleh I was the Vicc-I^resident (Applause ) Well, we found from 
the discussions tliat altliough the laihvay (‘mbankment wuis higli enough 
for th(‘ purpose of protecting the line from abnormal floods, the Railway 
could not undertake to proMde toi the passage of water m such abnormal 
floods 

Mr President . The fionomable Member should now close his re- 
marks 

Rai Bahadur S 0 Dutta . I will just now conclude my remarks 
The position of the Railway Company wms stated to be that they could 
not undertake so to wudeii the spdn of the bridges and to open new bridges, 
as suggested by our Committee, because it was not their business to 
allow foi water iii times of abnormal floods but oiil> foi iioimal floods, 
and what they allow^ed for were simply certain bridges over the nveis 
and ceitain channels, forgetting altogether that these were not the only 
channels foi the passing of water in times of flood, but there are waters 
surging round and round for miles and miles when the whole country 
is under water So I submit to this Assembly that these are problems 
connected wuth this Railway that cannot be satisfactorily solved as long 
as the Railway is under company management, and it is for this reason 
imperatnely necessary that the Railway should be taken ovei by ffovern- 
ment at once With these remarks, Sir, I sit down 

Blr. Arthur Moore : I move that the question be put 

Several Honourable Members : The question may be now put 

Blr President : The question is that the question be now put 

The motion was adopted 
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That this Assembly’’ reooinmends to the Govornor General in Council that, in 
view, firstly, of the requirements foi new construction and open line works On 
railways w^iich will have to bo met in the course of the next ten years, and of the 
demands which the provision of adequate fiends to meet the capital expenditure re- 
quired for these projects will make on the resources of Government, and secondly of 
the fa(t that the purchase of the Assam Bengal Railway Oompanj ’s interest in the 
Assara Bengal Railwai will not at the present time be financially profitable, 
and that another opportunity for acquiring that interest will occur m 1941, 
notice should not be given to the Company on the present occasion of intention to 
terminate their contract unless it should jirove possible to devise some expedient by 
which the pui chase money can be found on terms which will neither involve the 
Goienummt in substantial financial loss nor necessitate any serious curtailment in 
the programme of new capital expenditure required for the proper development of 
the railway svstein in .iccordnmt with the economic needs of the cxmntry ’’ 


An Honourable Member : The Honourable Sir George Rainy, Sir, 
has not replied. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : T do not wish to exercise my 
right of reply, Sir 

Mr. Preeident : Since which the following amendment has been 
moved by Mr Pazal Ibiahim Rahimtulla 

“ That for the original Resolution the following bo substituted 

‘ This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that negoti 
ations should he iindei taken with the Assam Bengal Railway Company 
to obtain for Government one vear’s extension of their existing option 
to toiminate the comjiain ’s contract on the 31st December, 1031 ’ 

The question I have to put is 

“ That foi the original iiesolutioii the following Resolution be substituted 

‘ This Asaombl;v niomiuends to the Govornor General m Council that nego 
tuitions should bo undertaken with the Assam Bt*ugal Ruilwa} Company 
to obtain for Goicrnment oiio a ear's extension ol their existing option 
to tirnunate tlie comp.im 's contract on the 31st Dei ember, 10,31 ’ ” 


The motion was adopted 

Mr President : Gentlemen, we are now at the end of our labours 
Tins IS not only the last day of this brief but cro\Nded and important 
Session, but also the last day of the sittmgs of this Assembly Befoie 
I announce the adjournment of the Assembly ;wnc die, I would request 
the Honourable Members to do me the honour of coming and shaking 
hands with me after the Assembly is adjourned The life of the 
Assembly will come to a close at the end of this month and we do not 
know how many of the Honourable Members present ui this House to- 
day will again come to the Assembly I wish them all good luck in 
Iheir election campaign 

(Mr President then shook (mnds with the Members present ) 

The Assembly then adjourned tnne dte. 
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Notlft of a moUan for A^ftmrvmcmt fftve» 61; Dr Hand Lai for the DMMfna it 
tcgislatiDe A$9emM$ on the ISth Jnlv, 19S0, regaiding a Dacoitu m Ahharp^ 
Town 

it To 

The Secretary, 

Lej^islative Asaemblv 

The untlersigned begs to ask foi leav.* to nuke a motion, under sootion 45 of the 
Manual of Busmesa and Pro»iodure, for 'an adjournment of the busmese of tho 
Asstnibly for tUo purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent public importance 
and, tousequcutly, he hereby, leaves under section 4G of the aforesaid Manual, with 
the Hecretarj' the following written statement of the dofinitt matter of urgent public 
importance as described aud mentioned below 

1 That some fortj dacoits entered Akbarpura town at 5-30 p,m. on 22ud Juno, 

1930 

2 Thht they, nanielj, the dacoits or raiders, were in full military uniform and 

armed with small shoit rifles Their ofheers had axes and hammers 
also, wlu^O they used m breaking ojien the jronsafes and doors 

3 That after entering the town thej shut up tho gates and morchas (picketing) 

w'ere set up there (nanielv, 'it the gates) 

4 Tlmt lest of the raiders, namely, other than those who wore posted as 

morcUaSy entered in the Bn/ar Thereupon the shop keepers commenced 

shutting up their shops The robbers then satisfied tho people that the 

former were of the Border Polue ind had loiuo for the protection of 
the town and that the latter need not fear 

5 That since the robbers were in the Border Police unifoini, tho people be 

lieved them aud, consecpiently, there was an ex( haugo of compliments 

6 That a short time aftei the aforc'said court esies the robbers began to firo in 

the air and loudly said that they had, in fact, come to loot the Hindus 
on)} 

7 Th<»t the Hindus, in the c ircumstancos, were taken by surprise opd felt 

utterly' helpless 

8 That thoren])on the lobbers caught hold of Lalas Kansbi Bam and OunesL 

D IS ind forcibly compelled them to point out shops Both of these 
Hindus were beaten by the robbers 

^ That therefore some of tho Hindus entered their houses and began firing m 
their self defence Thereupon the robbers openly threatened the Hindui 
that if any of the raiders were wounded, then all of the Hindus woulc 
be murdered and the village burnt 

10 That at this critical moment, Lalas Kaushi liam and Gauesh Das, who wer( 

m tlie < ustody and control of the raiders, m order to save the lives oj 
tho Hindus, advised them to liscontinue firing The Hindus, in th< 
(ircumstancos, felt compelled to stop it 

11 That tho raiders, thus, began to loot, the irousafes were broken and casJ 

taken awaj In addition to cash the raiders took away clothing from th( 
shops of the piece goods merchants They took away valuable orna 
ments ind clothing from the houses of four Hindus 
IJ That there is a Punitive Police Chowkey about half a mile from the towi 
but none turned up on the occasion of loot, though they came subse 
queiitl} 

13 That on the morning of 23rd June, 1930, when the police came, the injuret 

and aggrieved Hindus stated the sad tale of their woes and details o 
then losses, which approximately amounted to Ba 36,262 

14 That tho Hindus, on the arrival of the Senior Supermteudent of Police o 

the spot and after hiving given details of the dacolt^, prayed for pre 
tection, but the aforetmicl ofheer said that they might go to Kanmpv 
and Andamher, Peshawar City This taunt added msult to their in 

jmr 
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|5. ^'hat tfeis daring daeoity, us describod above, goes to show lawleseoa^ h 
the pltM*o, namely, Akb.irpura, winch is only about 0 milles from 
war and 18 miles from Nowshera. 7 

16, That a report ubout the raid was given by telephone before 7 P.M. and th 
daeoits remained there up to 8 30 p m but no one turned up to helj 
111 time The dacoits went 8<‘Otfree Had they been pursued they oi 
some of them would have been taught red banded 

17 That it iH the first instant e that the dacoits looted in bioad day-light ant 

reached ba(k their destination (ex border territory 26 miles from Akbai 
pura oi other place), namely, their homes safely even without beinj 
pursued ft n thus a definite matter of public importance 

18 That there is no Provincial Council in the North West Prontier IProvmce u 

whith the stene of d.uoity is situate The local authorities concornei 
and th( Local Government have not, <is vet, taken any efToctive measun 
to redress the grievances of the Hindus They have not, up to now 
taken any suitable and satisfactory step to extend the desired protectioi 
to them, namely, the Hindus They ivaited up to now for such measun 
and such steps 

"“The Hindus ot Akbarjiuia, being thus disappointed and being in danger, am 
there being fear of recurrence of such like raids, the m.ittci deserved to be brough 
to the notice of this Ilonournblc House 

The (iicrmstanies ind the incident, mentioned and described aliove lu paragr.iph 
1 to 18, coiislitutc a definite imittcr of urgent public importance which is also recent 
the undersigned thus begs to give notice that he begs foi leave to make a iiiotioi 
fot an adjournment of the House of the Assembly for the purpose ot discussing it 
namely, t^e aforesaid lecont and definite matter of urgent public importance and ii 
priuuinh concerned now with the Goveiument ot India, today 

Sd NAND LAL, M L A , 
18th July, 1931 










